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P  H  E  i'  A  0  B . 


By  an  act  approved  June  23,  1874,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
"  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  publication  of  the  Official 
Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate Armies,"  and  directed  him  "  to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer 
all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  heretofore  copied 
or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order." 

Appropriations  for  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  16,  1880,  has  provided  ^^for 
the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
10,000  copies  of  a  compilation  of  the  Official  Records  (Union  and  Con- 
federate) of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready 
for  publication,  during  the  fiscal  year";  and  that  "  of  said  number, 
7,000  copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  2,000 
copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
Executive  Departments."* 

This  compilation  will  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  military 
records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  all  official  documents  that  can  be 
obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  ai)pear  to  be  of  any  historical  value. 

•Volume  I  to  V  distributed  under  act  approved  June  16,  1880.  The  act  approved 
August  7,  1882,  provides  that — 

"The  volumes  of  the  official  records  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  shall  be  distributed 
as  follows :  One  thousand  copies  to  the  executive  departments,  as  now  provided  by 
law.  One  thousand  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War  among  officers  of 
the  Army  and  contributors  to  the  work.  Eight  thousand  three  hundred  copies  shall 
be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals  as 
may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Congress.  Each  Senator  shall  designate  not  esceeding  twenty-six,  and  each 
Representative  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one  of  such  addresses,  and  the 
volumes  shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are  published,  until  the  pub- 
lication is  completed.  Senators,  Representatives,  and  Delegates  shall  inform  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  each  case  how  many  volumes  of  those  heretofore  published  they 
have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies  of  the  eleven  thousand  to 
be  published,  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided 
herein,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of  publication  with  ten  per 
cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury. 
If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  inform  the  Senators,  Representatives  or  Delegates,  who  have  designated 
the  same,  who  thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals. 
The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress 
what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore  published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such 
libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals.  He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose 
ijistcuice  the  volumes  are  sent.'' 


IV  PREFACE. 

The  publication  will  present  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement: 

The  1st  Series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Con- 
federate^ of  the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspond- 
euce,  orders,  and  returns  relating  specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed, 
is  to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns 
and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the 
events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspondence,  &c., 
not  embraced  in  the  "  reports  "  proper  will  follow  (first  Union  and  next 
Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  2d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns.  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so 
far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political 
prisoners. 

The  3d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with 
the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the 
first  ana  seconti  spries.  It  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  secretary  of  War,  of  the  Gen eral-in  Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  staff  corps  and  departments  j  the  calls  for  troops,  and  the 
correspondence  between  the  i^Tational  and  the  several  State  authorities. 

The  4th  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the 
Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence 
between  the  Union  and  confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

EGBERT  liT.  SCOTT, 
Major,  Third  Art,,  and  Bvt  Lieut.  CoL 

War  Department,  August  23, 1880. 

Approved : 

ALEX.  RAMSEY, 

Secretary  of  TFar. 
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CHAPTER    XXXII. 


OPERATIONS  IN  KENTUCKY,  MIDDLE  AND  EAST 
TENNESSEE,  NORTH  ALABAMA,  AND  SOUIHWEST 
VIRGINIA. 


November  1,  1862-January  20,  1863. 


SXJ1V1]VIA.J?,Y    OIF"    THE    PRUSTCIFAli    E^ETSTTfeS.* 

Nov.  1,  1862. — The  command  of  General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  extended 

over  troops  in  Department  of  East  Tennessee. 
Skirmish  in  Henderson  County,  Ky. 
3,  1862. — General  Bragg  resumes  command  of  Department  No.  2.t 

5,  1862. — Action  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Aflfair  near  Piketon,  Ky. 

6,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Garrettsburg,  Ky. 

/,  1862. — General  Bragg  resumes  immediate  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Mississippi,  which  is  divided  into  two  army  corps,  the  First  under 
Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  and  the  Second  under  L\out.  Gen. 
William  J.  Hardee. 
Skirmish  at  Gallatin,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Tyree  Springs,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  White  Range,  Tenn. 
8,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Burkesville,  Ky. 

Skirmish  on  the  Cumberland  River,  near  Gallatin,  Tenn. 
9, 1862. — Skirmish  at  Silver  Springs,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Lebanon,  Tenn. 

12,  1862. — Capture  of  courier  station  on  Stone's  River,  Tenn. 

13,  1862. — Lieutenant-General  Hardee  assumes  command  of  the  Second  Corps, 

Army  of  the  Mississippi. 
Skirmish  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 
15-20,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Edgefield  Junction  toward  Clarksville,  Tenn. 
17-29,  1862. — Expedition  from  Sparta,  Tenn.,  into  Kentucky. 

18,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Rural  Hill,  Tenn. 

19,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Tunnel  Hill,  Ky. 

Reconnaissance  toward  La  Vergne,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  near  Tompkijisville,  Ky. 

20,  1862. — The  Confederate  Army  of  Tennessee  constituted,  to  corsist  of  E. 

Kirby  Smith's,  Polk's,  and  Hardee's  army  corps. 

24,  1862. — General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  a  command 

embracing  Western  North  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Northern  Geor- 
gia, Alabama,  Mississippi,  and^asteru  Louisiana. 
Skirmish  near  Tompkins ville,  Ky. 

25,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Calhoun,  Ky. 


*  Of  some  of  the  minor  conflicts   noted   in  this    •'Summary,"  no  circumstantia'. 
reports  are  on  file. 

tOn  October  24,  1862,  the  command  had  been  temporarily  transferred  toLionfenant- 
Qeneral  Polk. 
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Nov.        25,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Clarksville,  Tenn. 

26,  1862. — Lientenant-General  Polk  assumes  command   of  "  Polk's  Coq>8," 

Army  of  Tennessee. 
26-27,  1862.— Reconnaissance  to  La  Yergne,  Tenn.,  and  skirmish. 
26-30,  1862.— Operations  about  Springfield,  Tenn. 

26-Dec.  1,  1862. — Expedition  from  Edgefield  to  Harpeth  Shoals,  Clarksville, 

&c.,  Tenn. 

27,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Mill  Creek,  Tenn. 

28,  1862. — Skirmishes  on  the  Carthage  road,  near  Hartsyille  and  Rome,  Tenn. 
29-Dec.  1,  1862. — Reconnaissance   from  Stewart's   Ferry,  Stone's  River,  to 

Baird's  Mills,  Tenn.,  and  skirmishes  en  route. 
Deo,  1,  1862.— Skirmish  near  Nolensville,  Tenn. 

3,  1862. — Attack  on  Union  forage  train  on  the  Hardin  pike,  near  Nashville, 

Tenn. 

4,  1862. — General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  assumes  the  command  to 

which  he  was  assigned  November  24. 
Skirmish  in  Floyd  County,  Ky. 

Skirmish  on  the  Franklin  pike,  near  Holly  Tree  Gap,  Tenn. 
Capture  of  outpost  near  Stewart's  Ferry  (or  Ford),  Stone's  River, 

Tenn. 
4-  5,  1862. — Capture  of  transports,  and  skirmishes  near  Prestonburg,  Ky. 

6,  1862. — Skirmish  near  Kimbrough's  Mill,  Mill  Creek,  Tenn. 

7,  1862. — Action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn. 

9,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Dobbins'  Ferry,  near  La  Vergne,  Tenn. 

Reconnaissance  toward  Franklin,  and  skirmish  near  Brentwood, 
Tenn. 

11,  1862. — Skirmish  at  La  Vergno,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 
11-12,  1862. — Reconnaissance  from  Nashville  to  Frjinklin,  Tenn.,  and  skirmishes 
on  the  Wilson  Creek  pike  and  at  Franklin. 

12,  1862. — Skirmishes  at  Cherokee  Station  and  Little  Bear  Creek,  Ala.* 

14,  1862v — Attack  on  forage  train  and  skirmish  on  the  Franklin  pike,  nea> 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
15-16,  1862.— Violation  of  flag  of  truce. 

20,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863. — Carter's  raid  into  East  Tennessee  and  Southwest  Vir- 

ginia. 

21,  1862. — Skirmish  on  the  Wilson  Creek  pike,  Tenn. 

22,  1862-Jan.  2,  1863. — Morgan's  second  Kentucky  raid. 

23, 1862. — Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  resumes  command  of  the 
Department  of  East  Tennessee. 
Skirmish  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 
24,  1862. — Skirmish  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 

24,  1862-Jan.  1,  1863. — Expedition   into  East  Tennessee,  and  skirmish  at 

Perkins'  Mill,  on  Elk  Fork,  December  28. 

25,  1862. — Skirmish    on   the  Wilson   Creek  pike,  between   Brentwood   and 

Petersburg,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Prim's  blacksmith  shop,  Edmondson  pike,  Tenn. 

26,  1862.— Capture  of  gjierrilla  camp  in  Powell  County,  Ky. 

Mutiny  of  the  Anderson  Cavalry. t 
26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.— The  Stone's  River,  or  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  Cam- 
paign. 


*  See  reconnaissance  from  Corinth,  Miss.,  toward  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  &c.,  December 
9  14,  Series  I,  Vol.  XVII,  Part  I,  p.  541. 

t  See  report  of  Maj.  Nelson  H.  Davis,  February  4,  1S63,  in  ''Correspondence,  etc.," 
Part  II,  of  this  volume. 


Chap.  XXXII-l  ACTION    AT    NASHVILLE,    TENN.  O 

Jan.    8-14,  186;J. — Wheelej's  raid,  including  affairs  at  Mill  Creek,  Ilarpeth  Shoals, 
and  Ashland,  Tenn. 
9,  1863. — The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  divided  into  three  army  corps,  the 
Fourteenth,   Twentieth,    and   Twenty-first,    under   Maj.    Gens. 
George  H.  Thomas,  Alexander  McD.  McCook,  and  Thomas  L, 
Crittenden. 
10,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Clifton,  Tenn. 
13-15,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  Murfreesborough  to  Nolensville   and  Ver- 
sailles, Tenn. 
13-19,  1863.— Reconnaissance  from  Nashville  to  Harpeth  River  and  Cumberland 
River  Shoals,  Tenn. 
17,  1863. — Brig.  Gen.  D.  S.  Donelson,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of 
the  Department  of  East  Tennessee,  vice  Brigadier-General  Heth, 
ordered  to  Virginia. 
19,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Woodbury,  Tenn. 


NOVEMBER  5,  1862.^Action  at  Nashville,  TenxL 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Negley,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Col.  Robert  F.  Smith,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  3. — General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  Tennessee. 

N^o.  4. — Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry. 

Ko.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  James  S.  Wegley^  TJ.  8.  Army,     . 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Nashville^  Tenn,,  November  5,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  an  official  report  of  a  small  affair 
with  the  enemy  to-day.  1  do  not  apprehend  an  attack  upon  Nashville 
in  force  before  the  arrival  of  re  enforcements.  The  enemy  continue  to 
concentrate  troops  at  Murfreesborough  and  toward  l!Cashville.  Their 
force  positively  exceeds  25,000,  of  which  at  least  5,000  are  cavalry. 
They  have  about  forty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  it  is  now  certain  that  a 
portion  of  Bragg's  army  is  at  Murfreesborough;  but  whether  they  will 
maintain  a  position  at  Murfreesborough  or  this  side  is  not  plainly  indi- 
cated by  their  present  operations.  Their  cavalry  approach  our  lines 
daily,  and  are  engaged  in  driving  oft'  stock  and  negroes.  My  command 
is  in  fine  spirits  and  the  transportation  in  excellent  condition. 

With  assurances  of  high  personal  esteem,  I  am,  yours,  very  trulv, 

JAS.  S.  NEGLEY, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ddcat, 

Chief  of  Staff, 

[Inclosnre,] 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  5,  1862. 
Sir:  This  morning  at  2  o'clock  Forrest's  (rebel)  cavalry,  numbering 
about  3,000,  with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  opened  a  sharp  fire  on  our 
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picket  line,  on  the  south,  between  the  Franklin  and  Lebanon  pikes. 
The  picket  line  on  the  Murfreesborongh  road  gradually  withdrew,  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  the  enemy  under  the  guns  of  Fort  l^egley,  two 
of  which  were  opened  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  him  speedily  beyond 
the  range. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  attack  on  the  south,  John  Morgan's 
forces  (2,500  strong,  with  one  piece  of  artillery)  made  a  dash  on  Colonel 
Smith's  command,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  with  the  evident  in- 
tention of  destroying  the  railroad  and  pontoon  bridges.  After  a  sharp 
contest,  in  which  several  companies  of  Illinois  troops  behaved  with 
great  gallantry,  Morgan  was  repulsed,  leaving  a  stand  of  regimental 
colors  in  our  hands,  5  killed,  and  19  wounded.  He  then  burned  an  old 
railroad  building  in  Edgefield  and  retreated  to  Gallatin. 

Finding  the  enemy  on  the  south  taking  a  position  beyond  our  picket 
lines.  Colonel  Eoberts,  with  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  section 
of  artillery,  was  ordered  to  advance  on  the  Murfreesborongh  road,  while 
I  took  the  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  with  a  portion  of  the  Seventy- 
eighth  Pennsylvania,  Fourteenth  Michigan,  and  Colonels  Stokes'  and 
Wynkoop's  cavalry,  with  two  sections  of  artillery,  numbering,  in  all, 
about  1,400  men,  and  pursued  that  portion  of  the  enemy  on  the  Frank- 
lin pike.  They  were  speedily  driven  from  every  position  by  our  artillery 
until  we  reached  a  distance  of  7  miles  from  the  city.  Colonel  Stokes' 
cavalry  was  here  directed  to  charge  upon  the  enemy's  rear  and  then  re- 
treat, with  a  view  of  bringing  him  to  a  stand ;  but  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy,  with  their  artillery,  had  suddenly  turned  into  a  lane  to  the  left, 
while  our  cavalry,  in  the  excitement  of  the  chase,  pursued  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  enemy  within  5  miles  of  Franklin,  capturing  some  prisoners, 
killing  several,  and  taking  a  drove  of  cattle.  Previous  to  the  return  of 
Stokes'  cavalry,  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  upon  our  left, 
front,  and  rear,  with  the  evident  intention  of  cutting  off  the  cavalry  and 
our  retreat.  The  infantry  and  artillery  were  immediately  moved  for- 
ward a  mile,  to  the  support  of  our  cavalry,  which  was  ordered  to  rejoin 
the  column  immediately. 

Upon  receiving  intelligence  from  my  vedettes  that  the  enemy  was  in 
force  a  mile  to  our  rear,  masking  a  battery  close  to  the  road,  the  head 
of  the  column  was  immediately  placed  to  the  rear  and  hastened  forward 
to  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy,  fortunately  getting  our  artillery 
into  position  and  action,  forcing  the  enemy  to  retire,  which  he  did  in 
great  confusion  and  with  considerable  loss,  after  which  he  succeeded  in 
getting  his  artillery  into  position,  and  a  brisk  firing  ensued  for  about 
half  an  hour,  during  which  time  our  forces  had  to  be  frequently  shifted, 
to  avoid  their  range. 

Ascertaining  that  the  enemy  greatly  outnumbered  our  force,  and  were 
aiming  to  make  a  charge  on  both  of  our  flanks,  the  troops  were  slowly 
retired,  upon  favorable  ground,  toward  the  city.  At  the  same  time  the 
cavalry  was  so  disposed  as  to  divert  the  coming  charge  of  the  enemy  on 
our  rear,  and  lead  them  upon  the  Fourteenth  Michigan  Infimtry.  The 
object  succeeded  admirably,  an  entire  regiment  of  cavalry  making  the 
charge  receiving  a  fire  so  destructive  as  to  drive  them  back  in  great 
disorder.  The  enemy  then  planted  several  guns  on  the  turnpike,  which 
were  driven  off  before  they  could  charge  their  pieces.  Our  forces  then 
retired  in  good  order  toward  the  city,  the  enemy  making  one  more  at- 
tempt to  get  in  our  rear,  nearer  the  city,  but  were  immediately  driven 
off  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery,  which  had  been 
ordered  forward  as  a  reserve.    The  concerted  plans  of  the  enemy,  who 
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had  Hanson's  brigade  of  four  Kentucky  regiments  and  two  Tennessee 
regiments  of  infantry,  with  five  batteries  of  artillery,  were  defeated,  and 
enabled  our  troops  to  give  an  additional  proof  of  their  efficiency  and 
valor. 

As  we  did  not  reoccupy  the  field  of  action,  the  enemy's  total  loss  is 
unknown,  but  is  represented  by  prisoners  to  have  been  large.    Twenty- 
three  prisoners  were  captured,  including  2  captains  of  Morgan's  artil- 
lery.    Our  casualties  of  the  day  were  26  wounded  and  19  missing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  NEGLEY, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ducat, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col,  Robert  F.  Smith,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Edgefieldj  Tenn.j  November  5,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  brigade  headquarters, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  general  command- 
ing, that  this  morning,  about  daylight,  the  rebel  force,  under  General 
Morgan,  numbering  not  less  than  2,000,  attacked  my  pickets  at  the  rail- 
road station,  and  succeeded  in  surrounding  the  company  stationed  there 
(Company  B,  Sixteenth  Illinois,  Captain  Wilson).  The  outposts  were 
immediately  called  in  by  Captain  Wilson,  and,  after  a  severe  skirmish, 
the  company  succeeded  in  cutting  its  way  through  the  enemy  and  reach- 
ing camp.  Company  K,  Sixteenth  Illinois,  under  command  of  First 
Lieutenant  Woodall,  with  10  men  of  Company  D,  under  Lieutenant 
Sommerville,  who  were  stationed  on  the  White's  Creek  pike,  were  now 
completely  cut  off  from  camp,  but  all  succeeded  in  returning  safely  by 
reaching  the  river  and  marching  under  the  shelter  of  its  bank  to  the 
intrenchments. 

Company  C,  Captain  Eowe,  which  was  stationed  on  the  Gallatin  pike, 
had  by  this  time  attacked  and  driven  back  the  enemy's  left,  when  the 
right  also  fell  back,  leaving  5  of  their  wounded  in  our  hands. 

We  took  from  the  enemy,  besides  the  wounded,  2  prisoners,  2  horses, 
bridles,  saddles,  &c.,  and  one  regimental  flag. 

The  officers  and  men  engaged  all  behaved  with  unusual  coolness  and 
bravery,  especially  Companies  E  and  C. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  mentioning  the  excellent  conduct  of 
the  mounted  scouts  belonging  to  Captain  Twyman's  independent  com- 
mand.   I  have  rarely  seen  their  equal  for  bravery  and  efficiency. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are  as  follows  :  Wounded,  5 ;  missing, 
and  probably  taken  prisoners,  6. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  F.  SMITH, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Sixteenth  Illinois  Volunteers  and  Post, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Army  of  the  Mississippi. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  General  Braxton  Bragg ^  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of 

jL'ennessee. 

K^TOXVILLE,  Tenn.,  November  9,  1862. 

We  bad  a  brisk  skirmish  with  the  enemy  near  Nashville  on  the  5th, 
killing  and  wounding  about  100.  Our  loss  very  slight.  Destroyed  a  large 
number  of  cars,  engines,  water-tanks,  and  bridges  on  Nashville  and  Louis- 
ville road.  Brigadier-General  Forrest  was  in  command.  Enemy  is  re- 
enforcing.    Our  forces  are  moving  up.     I  leave  to-morrow  for  the  front. 

BEAXTON  BRAGG. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


NOo  4. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  Natlian  B,  Forrest,  C.  S,  Army,  commanding  cavalry. 

Brigade  Headquarters, 
La  Vergne,  Tenn.^  November  6,  1862. 

General:  Agreeably  to  orders  received,  I  moved  my  commands  on  the 
night  of  the  4th  instant  in  the  direction  of  Nashville,  distributing  (hem 
as  follows :  Col.  John  T.  Morgan's  regiment  [Fifty-first  Alabama],  of 
Partisan  Rangers,  and  Capt.  W.  C.  Bacot's  battalion,  Forrest's  regiment, 
to  the  right  of  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  with  instructions  to  move  for- 
ward on  the  Lebanon,  Stone's  River,  and  Chicken  pikes,  and  to  drive  in 
the  Abolitionists'  pickets  at  daylight,  which  was  done  agreeably  to  orders 
and  in  gallant  style,  killing  and  wounding  several,  with  the  loss  of  1  man 
killed  and  2  horses  wounded.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [A.  A.]  Russell,  Parti- 
san Rangers,  on  Murfreesborough  j)ike,  followed  by  Colonels  |  J.  B.]  Pal- 
mer's and  [R.  W.]  Hanson's  brigades,  with  four  batteries  of  artillery, 
commande.d  by  Major  [R.  E.]  Graves,  after  proceeding  to  Dogtown,  3^ 
miles  from  Nashville,  encountered  the  Abolitionists'  pickets,  at  which 
place  he  (Colonel  Russell)  was  ordered  to  dismount  his  command,  press 
forward,  and  drive  in  the  pickets.  He  succeeded  in  driving  them  to 
their  first  line  of  fortifications  with  considerable  firing  for  IJ  miles.  I 
here  found  them  in  some  force  behind  a  brush  and  log  fortification 
around  a  high  hill  on  right  of  pike.  Here  they  made  a  stand,  but  after  a 
short  resistance  [I]  drove  them  from  their  position  and  gained  the  hill,  at 
which  place  I  planted  my  rifle  battery  of  four  pieces  and  opened  fire  on 
Jones'  Hill,  IJ  miles  distant.  At  this  time  the  firing  was  heard  from 
Colonel  [John  T.J  Morgan,  at  Edgefield.  About  the  same  time  Colonel 
[James  W.j  Starnes  opened  fire  on  the  Nolensville  pike,  he  having  been 
ordered,  with  Colonel  [G.  G.]  Dibrell's  regiment,  Major  [D.  C]  Douglass' 
battalion.  Captains  [S.  L.]  Freeman's  and  [Franklin]  Roberts'  batteries, 
to  the  lelit  of  Murfreesborough  pike,  down  the  Nolensville,  Mill  Creek, 
and  Franklin  pikes.  The  engagement  now  became  general,  Captains 
Freeman's  and  Roberts'  batteries  having  opened  from  Nolensville  pike 
a  vigorous  fire  on  Saint  Cloud's  Hill.  The  firing  was  kept  up  until  10 
o'clock,  when  I  withdrew  my  forces. 

Our  loss  in  this  action  was  3  killed,  10  wounded,  and  5  missing.  Loss 
of  Abolitionists,  15  killed,  20  prisoners,  and  supposed  20  wounded,  one 
shell  from  Nolensville  pike  killing  5  in  fortifications. 

I  then  moved  Colonels  Starnes'  and  Dibrell's  regiments  and  Captain 
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Freeman's  and  Roberts'  batteries  out  on  the  Franklin  pike  5  miles.  The 
Abolitionists  were  in  ambush  with  four  regiments  of  infantry,  twelve 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  battalion  of  [William  B.]  Stokes' cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Brigadier-General  [James  S.]  Negley.  They  opened  fire  upon 
us  from  their  position.  I  placed  Freeman's  and  Eoberts'  batteries  (four 
pieces  each)  on  left  of  Franklin  pike,  between  the  Nolensville  and  Frank- 
lin pike,  and  returned  their  fire.  After  a  spirited  contest  of  an  hour, 
they  gave  way,  falling  back  down  the  Franklin  ])ike  toward  IsTashville. 
At  this  time  I  ordered  my  cavalry  to  charge,  which  order  was  quickly 
obeyed,  their  infantry  and  cavalry  retreating  down  the  pike  toward 
Nashville.  From  this  position  my  guns  commanded  the  pike  and  played 
upon  the  Abolitionists  with  good  elfect,  killing  and  wounding  some  20 
at  one  fire,  which  caused  them  to  break  and  flee  in  disorder.  I  followed 
them  up  for  a  mile,  when  my  artillery  ammunition  gave  out  and  I  with- 
drew my  forces. 

My  loss  in  this  action  was  1  killed  and  3  wounded.  Loss  of  Aboli- 
tionists, 40  killed,  20  prisoners,  and  reported  60  wounded. 

After  thiB  engagement  I  moved  back  to  La  Yergne. 

Great  credit  is  due  Captain  Freeman,  of  Freeman's  battery,  and  Lieu- 
tenant [J.  H.J  Wiggins,  commanding  Roberts'  battery,  and  their  officers 
and  men,  for  their  coolness  and  discretion  during  this  engagement.  My 
officers  and  men  acted  well  during  the  day,  obeying  with  promptness 
each  command. 

All  of  which  i»  lespectfally  submitted. 

K  B.  FORREST, 

Brigadier-  General* 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Buckner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER  5,  1862.~Affair  near  Piketon,  Ky. 

Reports  of  Coh  John  Bils^  jr.y  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Infantry y  with  con- 
gredulatory  letter  from  Maj,  Gen,  H,  G,  Wright, 

Headquarters  Camp  Finnell, 

November  10,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  took  possession  of  this  post  on  the  5th  instant.  The  Confed- 
erates were  camped  8  miles  below  this  place,  at  Coal  Grove  (force  500 
or  600,  cavalry  and  infantry),  but  got  notice  of  my  approach  in  the  night, 
when  I  was  within  4  miles  of  them.  The  panic,  I  learn,  was  great. 
My  little  force  entered  their  camp  not  more  than  one  hour  after  the  train 
left,  but  we  pursued  them,  and  in  their  camp  and  flight  we  captured 
about  75  prisoners,  150  guns,  3  wagons,  a  lot  of  tents,  horses,  and  mules. 
I  pursued  within  20  miles  of  the  Pound  Gap,  but  my  men  were  marched 
down,  marching  30  miles  the  last  day,  and  eating  nothing  but  a  little 
beef  at  night.  This  post  is  100  miles  from  Catlettsburg,  on  the  Ohio 
River,  and  the  nearest  force  (Federal)  is  Ashland,  100  miles  from  here. 
The  nearest  Confederate  force  is  50  miles,  Logan  Court- House,  Ya.  That 
force  is  1,500  or  2,000,  under  Floyd  and  Witcher.  My  force  that  is 
armed,  about  400.  I  will  do  the  best  1  can,  but  there  ought  to  be  more 
for(;e  in  this  valley. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DILS,  Jr., 
Colonel  Thirty-ninth  Kentuclcy  Regiment 

General  Horatio  G.  Wright. 
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Headquarters  Camp  Finnell, 

November  17,  18G2» 

General  :  I  seut  you  a  dispatch  a  few  days  ago  of  my  wnereabouts 
aod  success,  so  far  as  then  able  to  report.  The  number  of  prisoners  I 
have  taken  so  far  is  95,  most  of  them  rebel  soldiers ;  paroled  60 ;  some 
refused  parole;  preferred  taking  the  oath  or  joining  the  Union  Army. 
Some  few  bad  rebel  citizens  I  will  have  to  send  to  Camp  Chase.  Cap- 
tured 4  of  Marshairs  wagons,  about  40  head  of  cattle,  driving  out  of  the 
State  about  50  mules  and  horses,  a  large  lot  of  tents,  but  the  most  of 
them  worthless  j  about  200  guns  of  various  make,  but  the  most  of  them, 
as  the  rebels  say,  were  captured  of  General  Cox,  at  Princeton,  in  Mercer 
County,  Virginia.  Among  the  prisoners  are  1  captain  and  4  lieutenants. 
I  have  visited  in  the  vicinity  of  Pound  Gap,  on  the  Yirginia  line.  The 
enemy  have  nearly  all  left  for  Abingdon,  Ya.  Marshall's  entire  force, 
I  learn,  has  been  ordered  to  Eichmond,  Va. ;  also  all  the  available  force 
they  can  spare  are  ordered  that  way,  as  I  can  learn  from  reliable  source. 
I  think  I  can  hold  this  point  at  present,  if  I  am  only  supplied  with  the 
right  sort  of  arms.  I  must  have  Springfield  or  Enfield  rifles.  The 
guns  at  the  mouth  of  Sandy  for  my  men  I  cannot  use  in  this  service. 
I  think  I  am  a  judge  of  this  matter,  and  I  cannot  see  any  good  reason 
why  my  wants  in  this  particular  are  not  supplied.  I  have  some  of  the 
best  men  in  the  service,  and  best  marksmen  the  Government  can  boast 
of;  think  nothing  of  marching  30  or  40  miles  over  the  roads  in  these 
rough  mountains,  if  necessity  requires  it,  in  twenty-four  hours.  Such 
men  ought  to  be  sustained.  They  have  already  routed  and  captured 
more  men  and  property  than  all  the  forces  ever  sent  up  the  Sandy  Val- 
ley.   We  challenge  investigation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DILS,  Jr., 
Colonel  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky  Regiment 

General  Horatio  G.  Wright. 

P.  S. — The  Pound  Gap  of  Cumberland  is  within  45  miles  of  Abing- 
ion,  Va. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  OhiOj  November  19,  1862. 
Col.  J.  DiLS,  Jr., 

Comdg,  39th  Regt.  Kentucky  Vols.,  Piketon^  Pike  County^  Ky, : 

Colonel  :  Your  report,  dated  Camp  Finnell,  November  10,  1862,  of 
your  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  in  which  your  command  captured  75  of  the 
enemy,  150  guns,  3  wagons,  &c.,  has  been  received. 

The  commanding  general  [H.  G.  Wright]  directs  me  to  express  to  you 
his  lively  satisfaction  with  the  gallantry  and  endurance  exhibited  by 
yourself  and  your  command ;  also  with  the  general  result  of  your  opera- 
tion, which,  though  accomplished  without  loss  on  your  part,  does  you 
no  less  credit. 

I  am  also  instructed  by  the  general  commanding  the  department  to 
inform  you  that  Colonel  Cranor,  with  a  considerable  force,  is  on  the  way 
up  the  Big  Sandy  Valley.  You  should,  at  once,  put  yourself  in  com- 
munication with  Colonel  Cranor  and  co-operate  with  him. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FOSTER, 
A»8Lstant  Adjutant- General, 
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NOVEMBER  6,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Garrettsburg,  Ky. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  A.  Bavies,  U.  8.  Army.,  commanding  District 

of  Columbifs,  Ky. 

La  GRANaE,  Tenn.,  November  11,  1862 — 9.20  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Davies,  at  Colum- 
bus : 

The  expedition  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Ransom  has  proved  a  great  suc- 
cess. It  came  up  with  Colonel  Woodward's  rebel  force,  800  strong,  near  Garrettsburg  ; 
had  a  short  engagement;  killed  16  of  his  men, among  them  1  captain  and  a  lieuten- 
ant; wounded  40,  including  1  captain  and  2  lieutenants;  took  25  prisoners,  all  their 
horses  and  50  mules,  and  a  large  number  of  arms  and  equipments,  half  the  camps 
of  Colonel  Woodward's  men,  including  his  own,  routing  the  whole  concern,  and  driv- 
ing them  out  of  the  State  of  Kentucky.     Our  loss,  3  killed  and  7  wounded. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 

Major- General, 


NOVEMBER  12,  1862. — Capture  of  courier  station,  on  Stone's  River,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Maj,  Gen.  Thomas  L,  Crittenden.,  U,  S.  Army. 

Stone's  River, 
November  12,  1862 — 2  p.  m. 

Twenty  of  the  courier  line  were  captured  at  this  place  at  daylight 
this  morning.  The  country  between  here  and  l^ashville  is  reported  in- 
fested by  gangs  of  guerrillas.  Two  companies  of  cavalry  are  all  I  can 
spare  for  this  service,  and  they  are  insufficient.  Unless  protected,  they 
will  all  be  captured.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  line  of  couriers  be 
established  from  here  to  Nashville,  and  1  can  then  withdraw  my  cou- 
riers from  that  line  and  place  them  on  the  line  to  Silver  Springs,  and  I 
would  also  suggest  that  the  brigade  under  command  of  Morgan  be  left 
here  until  some  arrangement  can  be  made  for  the  safety  of  the  line. 

By  order  of  Maj  or- General  Crittenden : 

G.  0.  KNIFFIN, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

Lieut.  Col.  Arthur  C.  Ducat,  Chief  of  Staff, 


NOVEMBER  15-20,  1862.— Reconnaissance  from  Edgefield  Junction  toward 

Clarksville,  Tenn. 

REI>OR-TS. 

No.  1.— Col.  William  P.  Carlin,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  brigade. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  David  McKee,  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Col.  William  P.  Carlin^  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Irifantry,  com- 
manding brigade: 

Headquarters  Thirty-first  Brigade, 

November  20,  1862. 

Captain  :  As  the  long  delay  in  obeying  the  telegraphic  instructions 
of  Major-General  McCook  to  march  to  Nashville  may  occasion  surprise, 
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I  must  inform  him  that  on  the  night  of  the  14th  I  received  orders  by 
telegraph  from  Major-General  Rosecrans  to  send  two  regiments  toward 
Clarksville,  and  then  south  to  Cumberland  River,  to  co-operate  with 
General  I^egley  in  capturing  or  dispersing  guerrillas.  The  command 
started  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  15th,  and  has  not  yet  returned.  When 
last  heard  from,  it  was  about  2  miles  from  Cumberland  River  and  40 
miles  from  this  point.  During  the  whole  time  they  have  been  without 
tents  or  baggage  and  in  the  rain  day  and  night,  but  in  good  spirits. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McKee,  Fifteenth  Wisconsin,  commanding,  had  cap- 
tured a  considerable  number  of  prisoners  and  provisions  collected  for 
the  rebel  army.  I  hope  the  command  will  be  here  to-day,  and  I  shall 
march  for  Nashville  to-morrow. 

Hoping  that  the  delay  has  occasioned  no  detriment  to  the  public 
service. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CARLIN, 
Colonel  Thirty-eighth  riUnois  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

Oapt.  John  A.  Campbell, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  , 


Edgefield  »!unction, 

November  20,  1862, 

Colonel:  The  expedition  ordered  out  to  co-operate  with  General 
Negley  has  just  returned,  having  been  out  five  days.  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel McKee,  commanding,  captured  46  guerrillas,  about  100  small-arms, 
18  horses,  20  mules.  Nothing  was  seen  or  heard  of  General  Negley's 
expedition.  The  expedition  has  marched  100  miles  without  tents,  in  the 
rain  every  day  and  night  but  one. 


liieut.  Ool.  J.  P.  Garesoh^. 


W.  P.  CARLIN, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 


No.  2. 

Report  of  JJieut.  Col.  David  McKee^  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 

Camp  of  the  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers, 

Edgefield  JuncUon^  Tenn.,  November  21,  1862. 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  November  [14],  I  left  the 
camp  of  your  brigade,  at  Edgefield  Junction,  on  Sunday  morning  at 
3.30  o'clock,  with  the  command  assigned  to  me,  to  wit :  Thirty-eighth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  Major  Gilmer  commanding  j  Fifteenth  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  Major  Johnson  commanding,  and  Lieutenant  Reynolds,  of 
Company  B  (cavalry),  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  with  10 
men,  and  proceeded  to  reconnoiter  the  country  in  the  direction  of  Clarks- 
ville. 

I  proceeded  from  Edgefield  Junction,  by  way  of  Goodlettsville,  to 
the  junction  of  the  Louisville  and  Springfield  turnpikes,  and  thence  up 

Manser's  Creek,  by  way  of  Johnson's  Mill  and  pikes,  on  the 

ridge  leading  to  the  old  Nashville  and  Clarksville  road,  at  a  point  near 
the  junction  of  the  roads  leading  to  Clarksville  and  Springfield,  from 
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Nashville,  by  way  of  White's  Creek  5  theuce,  on  the  old  Olarksville  road, 
down '-  Creek,  past  the  residence  of  Dr.  Bainbridge,  to  the  Foun- 
tain settlement,  and  encamped  the  first  night  out  at  the  Wells'  Greek 
Meeting  house,  within  2  miles  of  Coopertown. 

At  daylight  on  the  following  morning  I  resumed  the  march,  by  way 
of  Coopertown,  and  theuce,  turning  to  the  left,  I  proceeded,  on  the 
Springfield  and  Charlotte  road,  a  distance  of  about  12  miles,  to  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Nashville  and  Turnersville  road  with  that  road,  when  the 
command  was  encamped  for  the  night  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  James 
Bradley. 

The  next  morning,  at  6.30  o'clock,  the  march  was  resumed  on  the 
Springfield  and  Charlotte  road,  crossing  the  Nashville  and  Clarksville 
turnpike  (it  is  not  macadamized  at  this  point)  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Williamson  Gatewood,  and  thence  to  the  crossing  of  the  Cumberland 
River  at  Harpeth  Shoals,  a  distance  of  about  13  miles  by  the  route 
traveled.  The  road  traveled  on  this  route  for  a  greater  portion  of  the 
way  is  extremely  bad,  and,  in  some  places,  almost  impassable,  and  en- 
tirely impracticable  for  the  passage  of  artillery,  except  in  cases  of  great 
emergency.  The  country  through  which  we  passed  is  tolerably  well 
supplied  with  forage  of  all  kinds. 

The  command  returned  from  Harpeth  Shoals,  by  way  of  the  Char- 
lotte and  Springfield  road,  to  Mr.  Gatewood's,  and  thence,  on  the  Nash- 
ville and  Clarksville  turnpike,  to  within  sighti  of  Nashville.  The  latter 
is  a  good  road,  and  passable  for  all  kinds  of  transjjortation  asd  artil- 
lery. 

On  this  expedition  the  command  captured  47  prisoners,  18  horses,  20 
mules,  3  wagons,  and  about  100  small-arms.  The  arms  captured  were 
principally  of  a  worthless  character,  and,  for  want  of  transportation, 
were  mostly  broken  up  and  destroyed,  the  best  of  them  only  being  re- 
tained and  brought  into  camp.  I  caused  to  be  destroyed  by  fire  one 
distillery  and  two  dwelling-houses,  and  the  outbuildings  connected 
therewith,  which  were  notoriously  used  as  refuges  for  guerriija  parties. 
1  also  destroyed  at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Harpeth  Shoals  several 
barrels  of  spirituous  liquors  and  about  50  barrels  of  salt. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command.  They  marched  and  encamped  under  almost  incessant 
rains  and  in  deep  mud  without  murmur  or  complaint,  and  were  always 
read^^  and  anxious  for  effective  service.  Special  notice  is  due  to  Major 
Gilmer,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers;  Major  Johnson,  Fifteenth 
Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  Lieutenant  K'eynolds,  of  Company  B  (cav- 
alry), Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  for  the  splendid  manner  in  which 
their  separate  commands  were  managed  and  cared  for.  To  Lieutenant 
Reynolds  and  the  cavalrymen  under  his  command  I  am  particularly  in- 
debted for  their  untiring  activity  in  scouting  the  country,  and  for  the 
capture  of  the  greater  number  of  prisoners.  Lieutenant  Fern  man, 
Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers,  acting  quartermaster  for  the  com- 
mand, and  Adjutant  Hauff',  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  performed 
their  respective  duties  excellently,  and  deserve  credit. 

T  attach  hereto  a  list  of  prisoners  taken,  together  with  a  statement  oi 
cliarges  against  them, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  McKEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  J  Commanding  Expedition. 

Col.  W.  P.  Carlin, 

Commanding  Thirty-first  Brigade, 
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Special  Orders,  »  Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
No.  23.  S  Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  21,  1862. 

XXII.  The  commanding  general  notices  with  much  pleasure  the  sue 
cessful  expedition  sent  out  by  Col.  W.  P.  Carlin,  commanding  Thirty- 
first  Brigade,  in  the  direction  of  Clarksville,  two  infantry  regiments, 
under  Lieutenant- Colonel  McKee,  having  marched  100  miles,  over  muddy 
roads,  in  five  days,  through  constant  rains,  without  tents,  having  re 
turned  with  4C  prisoners,  1 00  small-arms,  18  horses,  and  20  mules,  taken 
from  the  guerrillas,  who  infest  the  country.     This  handsome  little  sue 
cess,  which  shows  what  good  infantry  can  do  under  an  enterprising 
leader,  reflects  much  credit  on  all  who  were  engaged  in  it. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Eosecrans : 

W.  H.  SIDELL, 
Major  Fifteenth  U.  S.  Infantry ,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBEB.  19,  1862. — Reconnaissance  toward  La  Vergne,  Tenn. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  W.  Sill,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 

No.  2. — Col.  Edward  N.  Kirk,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  brigade. 

1^0.  1. 

Report  of  Brig,  Oen.  Joshua  W.  Sill,  TJ,  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 

Headquarters  Second  Division, 

November  19,  1862. 

General.  :  I  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  Colonel  Kirk,  Thirty- 
fourth  Illinois,  commanding  Fifth  Brigade.  He  went  considerably  far- 
ther than  I  had  intended  and  directed,  but  the  provocation  probably 
justified  it.  The  movements  of  this  officer  can  never  be  reproached  with 
lack  of  activity  or  daring.  The  First  Tennessee  Cavalry  has  been  report- 
ing in  small  squads  all  day  long.  The  total  present  may  have  amounted 
to  200,  of  which  120  are  still  out,  making  a  scout  around  my  camp. 

I  would  prefer  that  the  whole  regiment  should  encamp  here,  so  as  to 
be  ready  for  an  emergency.     As  it  is,  they  come  irregularly,  and  usually 
without  rations  or  blankets. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SILL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  McD.  McCooK, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Col.  Edward  N.  Kiric,  Thirty  fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  com- 
manding brigade. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Brigade, 

November  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  reconnaissance 
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to  the  front  and  left,  as  you  ordered  last  night  One  of  my  regiments, 
Thirtieth  Indiana,  being  out  on  picket  duty,  I  took  the  other  four,  i.  e., 
Thirty-fourth  Illinois,  Seventy-nirrth  Illinois,  Seventy-seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Twenty  ninth  Indiana,  and  Edgarton^s  battery,  which  were, 
as  you  ordered,  disposed  of  as  follows : 

The  Seventy-ninth  Illinois  and  one  section  of  artillery  were  left  as  a 
general  reserve,  at  a  point  about  1 J  miles  to  the  front,  where  the  picket 
line  crosses  the  Murfreesborough  pike.  The  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  and 
one  section  of  artillery  were  placed  in  position  at  a  point  on  the  Stone's 
Eiver  pike,  concealed  from  view  about  the  same  distance  to  the  front. 
With  the  other  two  regiments  and  section  of  artillery  I  moved  out  the 
dirt  road,  which  diverges  from  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  where  the 
Seventy-ninth  Illinois  was  left  in  reserve. 

We  marched  with  the  most  perfect  silence,  hoping  to  surprise  some 
of  the  rebel  parties  which  have  been  annoying  your  camp.  Having 
gone  about  3|  miles  on  the  dirt  road,  and  finding  no  enemy,  I  sent  five 
companies  of  the  Thirty -fourth  Illinois,with  a  citizen  guide  that  I  pressed 
in,  to  a  point  on  the  Stone's  River  pike  directly  opposite,  with  orders 
to  move  down  the  pike  quietly  until  they  formed  a  junction  with  the 
Twenty-ninth  Indiana,  with  a  view  of  picking  up  any  of  the  rebels  that 
might  be  prowling  around  that  neighborhood.  With  the  remaining 
forces,  now  reduced  to  about  700  infantry  and  one  section  of  artillery,! 
moved  across  to  the  Murfreesborough  pike  at  a  point  about  4  miles  from 
our  picket  line.  All  along  this  part  of  our  march  I  noticed  evidences 
of  the  recent  presence  of  the  enemj^ — picket  tires  still  burning,  &c.,  but 
saw  no  enemy.  I  had  reached  the  pike,  and  was  about  to  return  to 
camp,  when  three  shots  were  fired  from  a  rebel  picket  near  my  left 
flank.  I  then  started  down  the  pike  toward  La  Yergne.  My  advance 
soon  came  up  with  a  small  squad  of  some  20  cavalry,  who  fell  back  upon 
a  reserve  of  two  or  three  companies,  who  took  position  at  a  toll-gate 
about  4  miles  from  La  Yergne ;  several  of  them  dismounted  and  went 
into  the  toll-gate  house.  I  dropped  a  few  shells  among  them,  two  shells 
passing  through  the  house,  when  the  whole  party  hastily  fled.  About 
this  point  we  also  found  infantry  pickets,  but  they  also  fell  back  with- 
out firing  a  gun. 

The  rebel  force  seemed  to  be  disposed  as  follows :  First,  small  ve- 
dettes of  cavalry  j  second,  cavalry  reserves ;  third,  main  body  of  cavalry 
and  infantry,  say,  in  all,  a  regiment  or  two  of  each  ;  but  they  seemed 
frightened,' and  so  I  pursued  them  until  I  reached  the  top  of  the  hill 
which  overlooks  the  town  of  La  Yergne.  My  position  was  a  beautiful 
one.  The  road  is  nearly  straight  for  about  IJ  miles  down  to  and  be- 
yond the  town.  Here  the  rebels  had  rallied,  and  we  had  a  fine  view 
of  their  column  of  cavalry  in  front  and  infantry  in  their  rear.  After 
firing  a  dozen  shells  among  them,  they  seemed  to  scatter,  but  rallied 
twice  and  started  toward  us,  but  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  artillery 
was  too  much  for  them.  They  finally  retreated  through  the  town  and 
over  the  hill  beyond.  I  pursued  them  no  farther;  your  orders  required 
me  to  return  by  10  a.  m. ;  it  was  now  8,  and  I  was  8  miles  from  camp. 
I  captured  a  few  suspicious  characters,  which  I  will  send  up  to  you 
under  guard. 

I  did  not  go  down  to  La  Yergne  to  ascertain  the  eflfect  of  our  shells; 
many  of  them  burst  in  the  street  close  to  the  troops,  and  must  have  done 
considerable  execution.  Here,  as  at  Claysville,  the  rebels  must  have 
overestimated  our  force  as  we  dashed  down  upon  them ;  otherwise  I  am 
sure  they  would  have  stood  their  ground  and  given  us  fight. 
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I  am  entirely  sativsfied  with  the  conduc*:  of  erery  officer  and  man  I 
had  with  me.  This  report  is  so  hastily  written  that  T  feur  it  will  be  un- 
intelligible. 

V*^ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  N.  KIEK, 
Commanding  Fifth  Brigade. 
Capt  J.  B.  Stearns, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Second  Division, 


NOVEMBER  19,  1862.— Skirmish  near  Tompkinsville,  Ky. 
Report  of  Col.  James  R.  Howard,  Alabama  cavalry. 

Camp  Kirby,  November  20,  1862. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  a  scout 
made  by  me  into  Kentucky. 

On  the  17th  instant  a  portion  of  my  command  took  up  their  line  of 
march  from  camp  near  Sparta  for  the  Kentucky  line.  When  about  75 
miles  over  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  line,  we  encountered  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  gave  them  fight,  and,  after  a  brisk  engage- 
ment of  about  half  an  hour,  with  the  assistance  of  Divine  Providence, 
we  completely  routed  them,  killing  27,  and  wounding  a  large  number. 
Our  loss,  4  men  killed  and  3  wounded.  My  command  behaved  gallantly, 
especially  the  officers,  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  my  adju- 
tant, Noah  D.  Bothrock,  for  his  valuable  assistance  and  gallantry  on 
the  occasion.  We  followed  up  the  enemy  and  had  a  short  hand-to-hand 
engagement,  and  again  cut  them  up  badly,  bringing  out  from  them 
nearly  5,000  head  of  hogs.  While  accomplishing  this,  the  enemy  rallied 
twice,  and  on  both  occasions  we  repulsed  them,  bringing  the  hogs  safely 
through,  and  turning  them  over  to  Major  [John  J.]  Murphy,  commissary 
of  subsistence. 

Another  portion  of  my  command  made  a  scout  with  a  train  of  wagons, 
and  succeeded  in  bringing  them  out  safely,  loaded  with  flour  and  bacon. 
They  encountered  no  regular  forces,  but  were  much  annoyed  by  bush- 
whackers. Kone  of  our  men  were  hurt,  but  we  gave  them  a  Southern 
lesson. 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  • 

JAMES  E.  HOWAED, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Cavalry, 

Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith, 

Commanding  Department  of  East  Tennessee. 


NOVEMBER  24,  1862.— Skirmish  near  Tompkinsville,  Ky. 

Report  of  CoL  Joseph  R.  Scott,  Nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  39th  Brig.,  12th  Div.  (Center), 

14th  Corps  d'Armj^e, 
Hartsville,  Tenn.,  November  28,  1862. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  arrival  of  my  command  at  this  point  at 
2  p.  m.  to-day;  also  the  arrival  of  my  train  from  Cave  City,  via  Gallatin, 
with  five  days'  rations  and  ammunition. 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  instant  the  enemy  made  a  slight  demon- 
stration upon  Tompkinsville  with  cavalry  and  artillery.  My  pickets, 
aided  by  cavalry,  repulsed  them,  capturing  one,  a  private  of  Hamilton's 
company,  who  leports  the  attacking  party  to  have  been  a  detachment 
of  Scott's  cavalry,  700  strong,  with  three  mountain  howitzers.  They 
came  from  Sparta,  by  way  of  Bennett's  Ferry,  crossing  the  Cumberland 
at  Celina.  Hamilton's  company  has  been  enforcing  the  conscript  law 
and  guarding  stock  between  Celina  and  Gainsborough. 

Being  induced  to  believe  that  the  enemy  was  crossing  the  Scottsville 
road,  preparatory  to  attacking  me  from  that  quarter  in  the  morning,  I, 
in  obedience  to  marching  orders,  received  the  night  previous,  left  Tomp- 
kinsville by  that  road  at  9  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant.  I 
failed  to  meet  the  enemy ;  took  the  branch  road  to  La  Fayette,  and  from 
thence  to  Hartsville.  It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  occupied  Tomp- 
kinsville on  my  departure.  1  met  with  no  interruption  in  my  march  until 
within  3  miles  of  Hartsville,  when  I  came  upon  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry, 
of  whom  I  took  2  prisoners.  They  report  themselves  as  belonging  to 
Bennett's  cavalry,  200  of  whom,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bennett 
himself,  left  their  camp  at  Stone's  Eiver,  6  miles  from  Murfreesborough, 
on  a  scout  this  side  of  the  Cumberland  yesterday  evening,  having  rid- 
den all  night.  They  report  Morgan  and  Duke  encamped  in  similar  posi- 
tions around  Murfreesborough,  where  there  is  also  a  large  force  of 
infantry.  The  rebel  cavalry  fled,  at  my  approach,  in  the  direction  of 
Dickinson's  Springs,  8  miles  from  here.  Upon  nearing  the  town,  1  met 
a  detachment  of  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  attached  to  the  troops  at 
this  i)oint,  who  reported  the  capture,  by  this  party  of  rebels,  of  a  forage 
train  and  one  company  of  cavalry.  I  immediately  sent  one  regiment  of 
infantry  after  them,  directing  the  cavalry  to  make  a  detour,  in  order  to 
intercept  them  on  the  road.  The  infantry  has  returned,  and  report  the 
cavalry  as  having  missed  the  enemy,  and  gone  forward  in  pursuit. 

I  received  dispatches  by  courier  to-night,  and  will  immediately  follow 
your  instructions  in  regard  to  scouts.     1  relieve  the  troops  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  First  Division,  who  march  from  here  to-morrow  morning. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  K.  SCOTT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Thirty-ninth  Brigade. 

Capt.  D.  Braden,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


NOVEMBER  26-27,  1862.— Reconnaissance  to  La  Vergne,  Tenn.,  and  skir- 
mish. 

IiEI>ORTS,    ETC. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  W.  SiU,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  Peter  B.  Housum,  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  3. — Capt.  Thomas  E.  Rose,  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
No.  4. — Congratulatory  letter  from  General  Braxton  Bragg  to  Brig.  .Gen.  Joseph 
Wheeler,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry. 

1^0.    1. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  Joshua  W.  Sill,  U,  8,  Army,  commanding  division. 

Headquarters  Second  Division, 

November  27,  1862. 
General  :  Hearing  some  va2:ue  rumors  yesterday  concerning  a  heavy 
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force  of  the  enemy,  reported  to  be  at  La  Vergne,  I  dispatched  Col.  E. 
N.  Kirk,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois,  commanding  Fifth  Brigade,  to  make  a 
reconnaissance  in  that  direction.  His  report  is  herewith  inclosed.* 
Quite  a  heavy  firing  was  kept  up  on  both  sides.  There  was  also  heavy 
firing  on  the  Nolensville  road,  which  occurred  during  a  reconnaissance, 
made  by  a  portion  df  Sheridan's  command.  Being  averse  to  unneces- 
sary expenditure  of  ammunition,  and  feeling  sure  that  it  might  create 
alarm  in  the  city,  I  i^articularly  enjoined  on  Colonel  Kirk  not  to  fire  at 
all  if  he  could  avoid  it.  I  think  there  was  entirely  too  great  a  waste  of 
ammunition.  The  reconnaissance  developed  the  presence  of  cavalry  at 
La  Yergne,  probably  the  same  which  has  occupied  that  place  for  some 
time  under  Wheeler.  One  of  the  prisoners  states  that  on  Stewart's 
Creek,  some  5  miles  beyond  La  Vergne,  there  has  been  an  encampment 
of  infantry ;  what  force  he  does  not  know ;  thinks  a  brigade.  Another 
prisoner  states  that,  while  the  skirmish  was  going  on,  he  saw  a  cavalry- 
man of  his  company,  who  had  just  come  from  Stewart's  Creek,  and  re- 
l)orted  that  their  infantry  was  moving,  and  was  within  2  miles  of  La 
Vergne.  This  is  all  I  know  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  rumored  in 
the  city.  The  3  prisoners  will  be  sent  you  early  in  the  morning.  One 
of  the  prisoners  states  that  Wheeler  commands  six  regiments,  viz,  the 
First  and  Third  Alabama,  Robertson's  battalion,  Faulkner's  battalion, 
Douglass'  battalion,  Hagan's  battalion. 

In  my  letter  of  yesterday  I  referred  to  the  great  length  of  my  picket 
line.  It  requires  the  best  part  of  a  day  to  make  the  circuit.  My  left  is 
picketed  quite  close  to  camp  ;  the  front  line  extends  to  join  Sheridan's 
line.  Behind  me,  IJ  miles,  I  understand  that  Crittenden's  three  divis- 
ions are  posted,  on  Mill  Creek,  with  another  picket  line.  The  total 
length  of  it  does  not,  I  suppose,  equal  that  of  my  single  division.  I  re- 
spectfully urge  the  location  of  this  division  to  the  right  of  the  present 
position,  nearer  to  Sheridan's ;  unless  it  be  expected  that  we  should 
meet  the  enemy  on  this  road,  when  I  would  advise  the  selection  of  other 
ground  farther  to  the  front.  I  am  not  sufiBiciently  conversant  with  the 
ground  in  front  to  venture  an  opinion  as  to  where  we  could  go  with 
more  advantage.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  that,  in  view  of  a  certain 
contingency,  some  change  ought  to  be  made. 

Before  closing,  I  desire  to  be  acquainted , with  the  construction  which 
I  should  place  on  that  part  of  General  Orders,  No.  21,  Headquarters 
Fourteenth  Corps,  limiting  the  supply  train  of  a  division  to  50  wagons. 
My  quartermaster  seems  to  think  that  the  50  wagons  include  the  am- 
munition train.  Ii^Tow,  as  my  ammunition  train  numbers  35  wagons,  I 
should  have  15  wagons  left  for  supply  train.  Is  there  not  a  mistake  on 
his  part  ? 

In  case  a  change  of  location  is  to  be  made,  I  would  like  to  know  it 
early,  so  that  the  movement  can  be  commenced  by  sunrise. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SILL, 
Bricadier- General,  Comm  inding, 
Maj.  Gen.  A.  McD.  McCooK, 

Commanding  Bight  Wing, 

*  Not  found. 
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Ko.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  Peter  B,  Housum^  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania 

Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-seventh  Eegt.  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

In  Camp  J  November  27,  1862. 

Captain  :  In  reply  to  Special  Orders,  No.  — ,  of  this  date,  asking  why 
the  detachments  sent  out  on  the  left  of  La  Vergne  did  not  move  up 
rapidly  and  charge  the  rebel  battery,  as  ordered,  I  give  you  a  state- 
ment of  the  operations  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Regiment,  Major 
Collins,  and  Seventy-seventh  Regiment,  both  under  my  command,  until 
the  detachment  under  Colonel  Dodge,  Thirtieth  Indiana,  joined  me. 

After  receiving  orders  to  join  the  Seventy-seventh  to  the  Twenty- 
ninth  and  assume  command,  I  proceeded,  as  ordered,  to  take  and  hold 
the  grove  on  the  left  of  the  Murfreesborough  road,  and  keep  the  right 
a  specified  distance  from  the  road.  When  in  the  grove,  and  in  line  of 
battle,  the  skirmishers  thrown  in  advance  from  the  Twenty -ninth  In- 
diana Regiment  became  engaged  in  front  and  on  the  left.  I  at  once 
ordered  Company  B,  of  Seventy- seventh.  Captain  Rose,  forward  on  the 
left  of  the  line  already  deployed,  with  orders  to  advance  as  rapidly  as 
circumstances  would  permit.  As  soon  as  deployed,  he  became  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  when  I  ordered  the  whole  line  forward  to  the  bed  of 
the  stream,  and  immediately  crossed,  when  it  became  necessary  to 
march  the  line  by  the  left  flank  to  get  under  cover  of  the  woods,  and 
also  to  cross  a  ravine  which  was  in  front.  As  soon  as  a  sufficient  dis- 
tance had  been  taken  to  the  left  to  cover  the  troops,  I  ordered  an  ad- 
vance, with  the  injunction  from  Captain  Wagner  not  to  advance  too 
rapidly  on  the  woods,  or  too  close  on  the  line  of  skirmishers.  After 
advancing  some  distance,  I  was  ordered  to  again  move  by  the  left  flank 
to  what  I  thought  would  be  a  point  opposite  the  battery,  and  advance 
on  it.  After  marching  by  the  flank  what  I  supposed  a  sufficient  dis- 
tance, I  again  resumed  the  march  by  the  front,  and  advanced  steadily, 
under  a  severe  fire,  when  I  observed  the  enemy  moving  to  our  left,  and 
supposing  the  object  might  be  to  outflank  us  on  our  left,  their  line  in 
front  already  exceeding  our  line  in  length  or  front,  I  ordered  a  halt, 
and  sent  Lieutenant  Walker,  of  the  staff,  to  the  left,  to  notify  the  cav- 
alry to  keep  a  strict  watch  to  prevent  any  attempt  to  flank  us  on  the 
left,  at  the  same  time  notifying  Colonel  Kirk  that  probably  an  attempt 
would  be  made  to  outflank  us.  Lieutenant  Walker  returning,  I  imme- 
diately ordered  the  men  forward,  when,  from  the  maneuvering  of  the 
enemy  in  front,  I  ordered  two  additional  companies  forward  on  the  line 
of  skirmishers.  At  this  moment  Colonel  Dodge  joined  me  on  the  right, 
when  he  also  threw  one  company  forward  on  the  line  of  skirmishers;  thus 
re-enforced,  and  the  skirmish  line  strengthened,  I  ordered  a  rapid  ad- 
vance, clearing  the  woods  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Dodge  now  came  to 
me,  and,  as  my  superior  officer,  he  assumed  command  and  ordered  me  to 
change  front  forward  on  the  left  company.  When  the  whole  line  was 
thrown  forward  in  the  new  direction,  he  ordered  an  advance  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods.  At  this  point  he  ordered  the  Twenty -ninth  Regiment 
forward,  supported  by  the  Seventy -seventh  and  Thirtieth,  to  charge  the 
battery,  while  moving  forward  as  rapidly  as  the  ground  would  admit 
of,  and  obstructed,  as  it  was,  by  a  number  of  fences,  which  had  to  be 
torn  down  as  they  advanced,  and  also  under  a  severe  fire  from  the  rebel 
battery  on  the  hill  in  front.     About  the  time  the  advance  was  tearing 
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dowu  a  heavy  fence,  the  flriug  of  the  battery  ceased.*  We  advanced 
to  the  top  of  a  hill  in  the  rear  of  La  Vergne,  when  Colonel  Dodge  re- 
ceived orders  to  return  to  town. 

I  thought  at  the  time,  and  think  so  still,  that  our  advance  through 
the  woods  was  as  rapid  as  circumstances  would  admit  of.  The  only 
time  lost  was  when  I  directed  the  cavalry  to  reconnoiter  on  our  left. 
Halting  at  that  time  was  thought  to  be  a  necessity. 

Hoping  the  above  will  fully  explain  the  matter  referred  to  in  Orders, 
No.  — ,  I  remain,  respectfully,  yours,  . 

P.  B.  HOUSIJM. 

Capt.  D.  C.  Wagner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


Ko.  3. 

Report  of  Capt  Thomas  jE7.  Bose^  Seventy  seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Insane  Asylum, 

November  29,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Housum, 
commanding  Seventy-seventh  Kegiment,  f  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  of  the  part  that  I  took  in  the  skirmish  near  La  Vergne, 
Tenn. : 

When  the  Seventy-seventh  had  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Indiana,  I  was  ordered  to  take  one  company  and  deploy  it  forward  as 
skirmishers,  and  join  on  the  left  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty-ninth, 
which  I  did,  and  which  post  I  had  the  honor  to  hold  throughout  the 
skirmish.  After  I  had  got  my  company  into  position,  we  were  ordered 
to  advance  across  the  woods,  and  over  a  ditch,  which  was  the  bed  of  a 
small  creek ;  thence  across  an  open  space  to  the  edge  of  the  grove  on 
the  left  of  the  town.  From  the  time  I  first  deployed  the  company,  the 
enemy  had  kept  firing  on  us,  and  in  a  short  time  after  we  entered  the 
latter  grove  the  firing  became  quite  heavy  upon  my  position  of  the  line. 
At  this  time  the  whole  line  of  skirmishers  was  ordered  to  halt,  and  my 
little  band  sustained  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  rebels  for  a  considera- 
ble length  of  time,  when  the  rebels  advanced  toward  us  with  a  loud 
cheering,  which  cheering  we  as  lustily  returned.  My  portion  of  the  com- 
mand being  at  this  time  re-enforced,  we  charged  upon  them,  and  drove 
them  back  through  the  woods  into  and  across  an  open  space  to  the  next 
grove  beyond,  their  officers  using  their  utmost  endeavors  to  rally  them, 
which  they  partially  succeeded  in  doing  behind  a  fence  on  the  opposite 
edge  of  the  grove.  They  did  not  stay  our  progress,  however,  and  one 
portion  of  the  rebels  returned  pell-mell  down  the  road  toward  the  Leb- 
anon pike,  and  the  other  in  tolerable  order  toward  the  railroad.  We 
were  here  ordered  to  move  by  the  right  flank,  which  we  did  for  about 
150  or  200  yards,  and  then  advanced  directly  across  the  railroad  at  an 
angle  of  about  20  degrees,  our  right  thrown  forward,  striking  the  rail- 
road first,  and,  when  the  left  of  my  line  had  passed  over  the  railroad 
about  100  yards,  I  discovered  a  section  of  artillery  belonging  to  the 
enemy  a  little  to  the  front,  but  almost  upon  my  right  flank.     I  immedi- 


*  Note  on  Original.— The  line  of  skirmishers  passed  through  a  field  on  our  left, 
and  advanced  thiougli  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  hill  on  which  the  rebel  bat 
tery  was  placed. 
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ately  signaled  my  skirmishers  to  change  direction  to  the  right,  to  gain 
the  rear  of  the  battery,  which  they  did  until  we  had  wheeled  about  30 
degrees,  when  we  encountered  about  300  dismounted  cavalry,  which  at 
first  I  took  to  be  a  regiment  of  infantry.  We  attacked  them  with  a  loud 
cheer,  and  they  immediately  began  to  give  way,  but  disputed  the  ground 
for  probably  100  yards,  when  they  fled  precipitately  to  their  horses, 
which  were  posted  in  the  rear  of  the  battery.  We  i)ushed  at  double- 
quick  toward  the  battery,  but,  as  soon  as  the  cavalry  reached  their 
horses,  both  cavalry  and  artillery  commenced  a  thundering  retreat,  and 
we  continued  in  full  pursuit,  although  we  were  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
advance  of  our  main  reserve,  until  an  orderly  came  up,  stating  that  he 
was  the  bearer  of  an  order  from  the  brigade  commander  directing  us  to 
fall  back,  which  we  did  until  we  neared  the  town,  where  I  assembled 
my  skirmishers  and  returned  to  the  regiment. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  E.  ROSE, 
Captain^  Gomdg.  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

S.  T.  Davis, 

Adjutant  Seventy-seventh  Begt.  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 


No.  4. 


Congratulatory  letter  from  General  Braxton  Bragg  to  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph 
Wheeler^  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Murfreeshorough^  November  27,  1862. 

General  Wheeler,  Chief  of  Cavalry  : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  thank  you  for 
your  successful  engagement  with  the  enemy  to-day.  He  also  desires 
you  will  express  to  the  First  Alabama  Eegiment  (one  of  his  old  corps) 
his  appreciation  of  their  gallant  conduct,  not  unexpected,  which  you 
refer  to  in  your  report.*  He  further  directs  me  to  state  that  you  expose 
yourself  too  recklessly  in  affairs  of  this  character. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


NOVEMBER  26-30,  1862.— Operations  about  Springfield,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  F.  Griffin,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers, 
Edgefield  Junction,  Tenn.,  Becemher  2,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  of  date  November  25,  I  proceeded 
with,  my  command  and  22  wagons,  leaving  camp  at  7.30  o^clock  on 

*  Not  found. 
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the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  arriving  at  Springfield,  Eobertson 
County,  Tennessee,  at  3.30  \).  m.  of  the  same  date.  Immediately  on  ar- 
rival, pickets  were  thrown  out  on  all  avenues  of  approach  to  the  town, 
and  Company  E,  Capt.  William  L.  Carter  commanding,  placed  on  duty 
as  provost  guards,  immediate  search  was  made  for  subsistence  stores, 
as  contemplated  by  your  orders,  and  flour,  to  the  number  of  1 ,143  bar- 
rels, found  stored.  Of  this  I  immediately  had  loaded  240  barrels  on  the 
wagons  then  at  hand,  and  parked  them  for  the  night  close  to  my  com 
mand,  sending  at  the  same  time  a  courier  forward  for  further  supply  of 
wagons. 

Examinations  made  on  the  27th  resulted  in  the  finding  of  one  lot  of 
106  barrels  of  flour,  another  of  40  barrels,  and  three  lots  of  bacon — say 
something  more  than  3  tons — for  correct  statement  of  which  I  would 
refer  to  reports  of  Lieutenant  HoUister,  acting  brigade  commissary. 

On  the  evening  of  i^ovember  27,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kell,  command- 
ing Second  Ohio  Volunteers,  arrived  with  his  regiment  and  wagon-train, 
and  assumed  command  of  the  post.  From  that  date  two  companies  of 
my  command  were  doing  provost  guard  duty,  two  on  picket  duty,  and 
the  others  escorting  trains,  or  such  other  duties  as  were  required  by  the 
demands  of  the  expedition. 

On  Saturday,  November  29, 1  proceeded,  with  four  companies  of  my 
command,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kell,  Second  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  the 
Logan  Milis,  situated  on  Red  River,  Kentucky,  13  miles  north  of  Spring- 
field, on  the  old  Russellville  road,  returning  from  there  after  dark,  and, 
when  about  one-half  mile  from  Springfield,  the  rear,  or  rather  the  strag- 
gling portion  of  the  command  (the  march  having  been  a  very  severe  one), 
was  fired  upon  by  bushwhackers,  wounding  in  the  leg  severely  Joseph 
Candiere,  Company  B,  of  my  regiment.  Three  shots  were  fired,  and  the 
wound  inflicted  with  buckshot,  evidently  fired  from  a  shot-gun.  These 
facts  coming  to  my  knowledge,  I  immediately  sent  out  a  detachment  of 
two  companies,  under  Maj.  John  B.  Clover,  with  orders  to  arrest  all  men 
found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  firing,  and  to  bring  them  and  all 
arms  found  in  their  possession  to  camp.  This  duty  was  promptly  per- 
formed, and  10  of  the  citizens  living  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
brought  to  camp  and  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal,  together 
with  3  shot-guns  and  5  rifles.  The  citizens  were  held  in  custody  until 
the  next  evening,  when  a  court  of  inquiry,  consisting  of  Maj.  J.  B. 
Glover,  Capt.  William  L.  Carter,  Lieut.  James  V.  Kelso,  and  myself, 
after  a  thorough  investigation,  being  satisfied  of  their  innocence,  dis- 
charged them,  retaining,  however,  their  guns,  which  were  brought  to 
this  camp,  and  now  await  your  order  as  to  what  disposition  shall  be 
made  of  them. 

Monday,  December  1,  a.  m.,  my  command  was  relieved  by  the  Thirty- 
third  Ohio  Volunteers,  and,  as  soon  as  the  companies  then  on  picket 
could  be  called  in,  started  for  this  camp,  arriving  here  at  6  p.  m.,  bring- 
ing with  us  3  prisoners,  who  were  turned  over  to  us  by  the  citizens  of 
Springfield,  together  with  1  horse  and  3  guns,  which  I  have  brought 
with  me  to  this  camii.  Prisoners  are  members  of  Morgan's  and  Wood- 
ward's guerrilla  bands. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  F.  GRIFFIN, 
Lieut.  Col,  Gomdg,  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Gb^orge  H.  Vandegrift, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Ninth  Brigade, 
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NOVEMBER  26-DECEMBER  1, 1862.— Expedition  from  Edgefield  toHar 
y  peth  Shoals,  Clarksville,  &c.,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  8.  McClelland^  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Edgefield^  Tenn.j  December  2,  1862. 

General  :  In  pursuance  of  your  order,  received  the  night  of  No- 
vember 26,  I  left  camp  at  11  o'clock  with  the  Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  Major 
Nodine ;  Thirty-fifth  Illinois,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Chandler,  and  one  com- 
pany of  the  Thirty- sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Captain  Sherer.  My  instruc- 
tions from  General  Davis  were  to  march  to  Harpeth  Shoals,  to  intercept 
1,200  cavalry  (said  to  have  crossed  there),  and,  if  possible,  cut  them  up. 

I  moved  my  command  16  miles,  and  halted  for  breakfast ;  rested  two 
hours,  and  moved  on  near  to  Harpeth  Shoals ;  encamped  and  sent  out 
scouts. 

Having  received  such  information  as  convinced  me  that  no  enemy  in 
any  force  was  near,  I  moved  at  8  o'clock  next  morning,  28th,  to  a  camp 
1  mile  east  of  Coopertown,  on  the  Nashville  and  Clarksville  road.  At 
12  o'clock  at  night  I  received  orders  to  march  to  Harpeth  Shoals  or 
Clarksville,  to  intercept  a  force  said  to  be  at  Trenton,  Todd  County. 

In  obedience  to  this  order,  I  separated  my  teams,  and  sent  those 
already  loaded,  with  the  prisoners,  under  a  strong  escort,  to  a  camp  at 
Edgefield,  and,  with  the  balance  of  my  command,  left  camp  at  3  a.  m., 
29th,  and  arrived  at  Port  Eoyal  at  11  a.  m.,  where  I  learned  that  no 
force  was  then  near  Trenton,  but  that  Woodward's  command  had  crossed 
the  Cumberland  below  and  at  Clarksville  some  time  during  the  28th.  I 
therefore  went  into  camp  with  my  infantry  force,  and  sent  the  cavalry 
on  to  Clarksville.  They  reported  to  me  before  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  30th  that,  on  their  arrival  at  Clarksville,  they  found  the  advance 
of  Colonel  Bruce's  command  occupying  the  town,  and  that  the  enemy, 
700  strong,  was  in  camp  10  miles  south  of  Clarksville,  and  they  expected 
to  make  an  attack  on  the  camp  at  daybreak  of  the  30th.  On  hearing 
this,  I  left  my  camp  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and  marched  to  Sycamore  Creek  and 
encamped. 

December  1,  marched  at  8.30  o'clock  and  arrived  in  camp,  near  Edge- 
field, at  4.30  p.  m.  My  march  in  a  direct  line  was  97  miles  in  some  less 
than  five  days,  besides  the  scouting  done  by  parties  sent  out  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information.  The  cavalry  command  labored  faith- 
fully^ and  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  their  promptness  and 
efficiency,  as  well  as  good  conduct,  on  the  march.  Great  credit  is  due 
Capt.  S.  B.  Sherer  for  the  discipline  he  enforced. 

During  the  march  I  captured  on  the  road  going  south  3  wagons, 
loaded  with  20  barrels  of  whisky,  with  the  owner  and  his  teamsters, 
and  found  on  his  person  $3,080  of  Confederate  bills,  in  sheets.  I  brought 
in  near  500  bushels  of  wheat,  150  bushels  of  corn,  16  barrels  of  flour, 
and  5  barrels  of  salt.  I  captured  over  20  prisoners,  11  of  whom  I  had 
turned  over ;  2  I  paroled  (they  being  sick  and  wounded),  and  the  bal- 
ance I  released  unconditionally  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence  against 
them.  I  also  brought  in  20  head  of  horses,  10  head  of  mules,  and  6 
guns.  All  of  the  above  property  was  taken  from  persons  known  to  be 
disloyal,  and-receipts  were  given  by  my  quartermaster  and  approved  by 
a  commissioned  officer  in  all  cases  where  any  owner  could  be  found,  or 
family  of  owner  to  give  them  to.  Most  of  the  property  taken  belongs 
to  men  serving  in  the  rebel  army,     I  found  the  roads  leading  from 
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Robertson  Couuty  across  the  Cumberland  south  bore  evidence  of  being 
much  used,  and,  from  information  received  from  citizens,  large  supplies 
of  provisions  and  other  sui)plies  have  been  sent  south  through  these 
routes.  I  found  abundance  of  almost  all  kinds  of  supplies  through  the 
southern  portion  of  Robertson  and  northwest  part  of  Cheatham  Coun- 
ties, while  the  mass  of  the  citizens  are  avowedly  disloyal.  Great  care 
was  taken  by  myself,  in  which  I  was  aided  effectually  by  the  command- 
ing officers  under  my  command,  to  prevent  any  pillaging.  A  few  mules 
and  horses  were  taken  by  unauthorized  parties.  All  such  were  promptly 
sent  back  to  their  owners,  and  the  parties  taking  them  punished. 

I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Capt.  Charles  A.  Clark,  Company  A, 
Twenty-fifth  Illinois.  He  was  division  officer  of  the  day,  and  while  in 
discharge  of  his  duty  was  shot  by  a  private  of  Company  E,  Twenty- 
fifth  Illinois,  said  private  having  been  placed  under  guard  for  disorderly 
conduct.  The  shooting  occurred  while  on  the  march  and  in  the  rear  of 
the  command,  and  was  not  brought  to  my  notice  for  several  hours  after- 
ward, or  I  should  have  had  the  criminal  shot  on  the  spot.  I  reported 
him,  with  two  others  implicated,  under  a  strong  guard.  They  are  now 
in  prison  in  IfTashville.  Captain  Clark  was  my  most  efficient  line  offi- 
cer, and  his  death  has  created  a  vacuum  that  cannot  be  filled.  The  shot 
entered  the  brain,  and  death  was  instantaneous.  He  fell  as  he  had  ever 
lived  during  his  term  of  service,  promptly  discharging  his  duties  as  an 
officer. 

I  took  provisions  for  three  days  of  all  except  meat,  and  for  the  sup- 
plies needed  and  used  by  the  command  I  gave  receipts. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  s.  McClelland, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Twenty -Jifth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Brigadier- General  Woodruff, 

Commanding  Thirty-second  Brigade^  Ninth  Division. 


NOVEMBER  27,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Mill  Creek,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan^  U.  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Div.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  on  Mill  Creelc^  November  27,  1862. 

Major  :  This  morning  I  directed  a  reconnaissance  in  force  in  the  di- 
rection of  ISTolensville,  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Schaefer,  supported 
by  two  regiments  and  a  section  of  artillery,  under  Colonel  Greusel.  I 
inclose  herewith  their  instructions.  Colonel  Schaefer  found  the  enemy's 
pickets  2  miles  in  my  front ;  drove  them  in  until  they  were  supported,  a 
short  distance  beyond  Mill  Creek,  by  a  section  of  artillery,  and  about 
2,000  cavalry.  These  he  drove  without  difficulty  to  IS^olensville,  and 
then  turned  to  the  right  to  the  Edmondson  pike,  leaving  Colonel  Greu- 
sel to  cover  his  rear. 

These  commands  have  returned  to  camp.  Colonel  Schaefer  reports 
having  killed  several  of  the  enemy;  the  body  of  only  one  was  recovered. 
There  were  no  indications  of  infantry,  nor  any  determined  resistance  of 
cavalry.  The  colonel  captured  some  rebel  flour  at  Mill  Creek.  I  know 
of  no  engagement  at  La  Yergne.  I  learn  by  a  note  from  General  Sill 
that  he  sent  a  party  there,  and  Colonel  Schaefer  reports  about  twelve 
artillery  shots  in  that  direction. 
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The  crossing  of  Mill  Creek,  on  tlie  l^olensville  road,  is  i  ot  bad  ;  the 
bridges  have  been  burned;  3  prisoners  were  captured.  The  cavalry 
was  Texas  Eangers,  commanded  by  Wharton. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHE  HID  AN, 
Brigadier -General^  Commanding. 

[Inclosure.l 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Div.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Gamp  on  Mill  Creek,  November  26,  1862. 
Col.  Nicholas  Greusel, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade: 

Colonel  :  The  general  commanding  directs  that  you  take  the  Thirty- 
sixth  and  Eighty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  follow  in  the  rear  of  the 
command  of  Colonel  Schaefer,  on  the  Nolensville  pike,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  4  o'clock.  On  arriving  at  Concord  Church,  or  at  the  crossing  of 
Mill  Creek,  you  will  take  up  a  position  to  assist  and  cover  the  move- 
ments of  Colonel  Schaefer.  One  section  of  Barnett's  battery  without 
caissons  will  be  directed  to  accompany  you.  You  will  take  your  posi- 
tion on  Mill  Creek,  if  possible,  watching  the  La  Vergne  road 5  also  the 
Nolensville  road  and  the  valley  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  till  12 
o'clock  m.,  and  threaten  the  enemy  who  are  encamped  at  or  near  No- 
lensville, so  as  to  prevent  them  from  attacking  with  their  full  force  the 
command  of  Colonel  Schaefer.  You  must  maintain  your  position,  if 
possible,  at  that  point  until  the  hour  indicated,  when  you  will  slowly 
return  toward  camp.  The  general  does  not  consider  it  prudent  to  cross 
Mill  Creek,  unless  it  would  be  as  a  feint  to  relieve  Colonel  Schaefer  from 
any  attack  which  might  be  made  in  force  against  him ;  then  it  would  be 
best  to  cross  over  a  portion  of  your  infantry  only,  as  the  crossing  is  very 
bad.  In  case  Colonel  Schaefer  should  meet  with  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy,  he  is  directed  to  fall  back ;  in  which  case  you  will  fall  back  also. 

The  general  commanding  trusts  to  your  good  judgment  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  foregoing  instructions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  LEE, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER  28,  1862.— -Skirmishes  on  the  Carthage  road,  near  Hartsville 

and  Home,  Tenn. 

Reports  of  Col.  John  M.  Harlan,  Tenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding 
brigade,  with  congratulatory  orders. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Camp  at  Castalian  Springs,  Tenn.,  November  29,  1862 — 4.30  a.  m. 

Generai,  :  Major  [Samuel]  Hill  has  returned  to  Hartsville,  and  re- 
ports that  he  followed  the  rebel  cavalry  beyond  Eome,  and  recaptured  7 
of  the  wagons.  The  wagons  were  recaptured  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  near  Eome.  He  also  reports  that  he  took  several  prisoners ;  had 
some  3  or  4  men  killed;  drove  them  some  18  miles,  and  killed  15  or  20  of 
them.  Major  Hill  reports  also  that  there  are  no  rebels  on  this  side  of 
the  river.    The  party  which  attacked  and  captured  the  train  yesterday 
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morning  numbered  200.  I  inclose  report  of  adjutant  of  the  cavalry  de- 
tachment, from  which  you  will  see  the  casualties  of  the  cavalry.  I  have 
written  to  Major  Hill  for  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  pursuit,  which 
I  will  receive  at  Gallatin,  and  will  then,  if  desired,  make  a  formal  report. 
It  was  rather  a  bold  act  in  the  cavalry  to  go  as  far  as  they  did,  and  the 
result  creditable  to  it.  Supposing  that  the  report  of  Major  Hill  to  Colo- 
nel Hays,  herein  embodied,  contains  all  the  facts  which  you  expected 
Colonel  Hays  to  ascertain,  I  have  ordered  him  to  move  down  this  mom 
ing.  The  order  will  not  reach  him,  so  that  he  can  get  here  before  1 
o'clock.  If  you  have  no  objection,  I  will  wait  here  until  to-morrow 
morning,  as  the  march  from  Hartsville  to  our  camp,  beyond  Gallatin, 
will  be  18J  miles,  which  is  quite  a  severe  one,  unless  necessary  to  be 
made.  As  to  this,  please  answer  immediately,  telling  the  courier  to 
bring  it  in  haste. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN  M.  HARLAN, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


Camp  at  Castalian  Springs, 

December  4,  1862. 

Captain  :  On  the  night  of  the  28th  November,  I  transmitted  to  the 
division  commander,  in  a  brief  note,  all  the  facts  of  which  I  was  then 
in  possession  in  reference  to  the  capture,  on  that  day,  near  Hartsville, 
by  Morgan's  rebel  cavalry,  of  a  part  of  the  train  of  the  Second  Indiaua 
Cavalry,  together  with  an  officer  and  some  of  the  soldiers  of  that  regi- 
ment. I  also  advised  the  division  commander  of  the  recapture,  on  the 
same  day,  by  Major  Hill,  commanding  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  of 
the  larger  portion  of  his  train.  Being  uninformed  at  that  time  of  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  capture  and  recapture  of  the  train, 
I  requested  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Hays,  of  the  Tenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  he 
being  in  command  of  the  detachment  from  this  brigade  then  on  duty  at 
Hartsville,  composed  of  the  Tenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Carroll,  Tenth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  and  Southwick's  battery, 
as  well  as  of  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  then  temporarily  attached  to 
my  command,  to  obtain  from  Major  Hill  a  detailed  report  of  all  the  facts. 
Major  Hill  made  that  report  to  me  promptly,  and  forwarded  it  to  my 
headquarters  at  this  place,  but  by  some  accident  it  was  not  handed  to 
me  until  this  morning. 

Although  several  days  have  elapsed,  I  deem  it  due  to  Major  Hill  and 
his  command  that  I  shall  make  known  in  an  official  form  and  to  the 
proper  authorities  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  affair  of  November 
28,  as  detailed  by  him.  I  do  this  the  more  readily  as  I  learn  that  some 
one — I  do  not  know  whom — has  made  a  report,  which  has  reached  de- 
partment headquarters,  in  reference  to  this  matter.  But  as  I  am  unad- 
vised as  to  whether  that  report  does  full  justice  to  Major  Hill  and  his 
command,  I  owe  it  to  them  to  submit  the  following,  based  upon  Major 
Hill's  report  to  me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  a  forage  train,  consisting  of  10  wagons, 
was  sent  from  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  under  an  armed  escort  of 
40  men,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Brush,  Company  H,  an  escort  which 
would  seem  sufficient,  and  which,  if  properly  handled,  would  have 
proven  itself  sufficient.  When  the  train  reached  a  point  about  2  miles 
east  of  Hartsville,  on  the  Carthage  road,  it  was  attacked  both  in  front 
and  rear  by  rebel  cavalry.     The  train  was  surrendered  without  any 
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resistance  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  escort,  nearly  the  whole  of  whom 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  few  who  then  escaped  returned 
to  cami>  and  advised  Major  Hill  of  what  had  occurred. 

Major  Hill  imraediately  ordered  out  his  command,  and  proceeded  with 
all  dispatch  to  the  point  designated,  where  he  found,  as  he  states,  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  Major  Hill  states  that, 
although  he  knew  of  the  vicinity  of  Colonel  Scott's  brigade,  Dumont's 
division,  which  was  en  route  to  relieve  the  detachment  from  my  brigade 
at  Hartsville,  he  could  not  reconcile  Colonel  Scott's  presence  with  the 
capture  of  his  train,  and,  hence,  he  was  delayed  for  an  hour  in  ascer- 
taining who  he  was.  As  soon  as  he  ascertained  that  the  force  which 
he  saw  was  Colonel  Scott's  command,  he  resumed  the  pursuit  of  the 
rebel  cavalry,  and  carried  it  on  with  vigor,  taking  several  prisoners. 
He  met  with  no  resistance  until  he  reached  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Eome.  At  that  point  his  passage  was  disputed  with  con- 
siderable resoluteness.  As  soon,  however,  as  he  reached  the  opposite 
bank,  the  enemy  who  composed  the  rear  guard  fled  in  dismay,  and  were 
not  rallied  until  they  came  to  the  camp  of  the  rebel  Colonel  Bennett, 
where,  in  conjunction  with  his  command,  they  were  disposed  to  make  a 
stand.  Major  Hill  halted  his  advance,  and  awaited  the  coming  up  of 
more  of  his  men;  but,  perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  becoming  bolder, 
and  the  fire  too  warm  to  be  comfortable,  he  ordered  a  charge,  having  at 
that  time  only  90  men,  the  remainder  not  being  able  to  keep  up  in  the 
rapid  pursuit  which  he  had  given  the  rebels.  On  sounding  the  charge, 
Bennett's  men  became  confused,  and  as  his  (Hill's)  men  opened  fire 
upon  them  with  pistols,  broke  ranks,  totally  disorganizing  those  who  had 
come  to  their  camp  for  protection.  In  crossing  a  bridge  in  rear  of  Ben- 
nett's camp,  the  enemy  crowded  together  so  as  to  blockade  it.  Hill's 
skirmishers,  dismounting,  opened  fire  with  capital  execution.  Immedi- 
ately on  passing  the  bridge  the  force  which  was  in  camp  dispersed,  when 
Hill,  pushing  those  who  remained  in  the  road,  succeeded  in  recapturing 
7  of  his  wagons  and  8  of  his  men,  who  had  been  taken  with  the  teams. 
Major  Hill  followed  on  for  12  miles  south  of  the  ford  at  Eome,  where, 
the  enemy  having  been  re-enforced,  he  discontinued  the  pursuit,  bring- 
ing off"  the  recaptured  property.  He  also  captured  a  wagon  belonging 
to  Colonel  Bennett. 

Major  Hill  reports  the  following  casualties,  viz:  Three  men  of  Com- 
pany H,  names  unknown,  killed  while  prisoners ;  1  lieutenant  and  36 
men  missing  at  the  date  of  the  report. 

Major  Hill  reports  that  the  capture  of  the  train,  in  his  opinion,  is  at- 
tributable to  the  gross  carelessness  of  Lieutenant  Brush,  commanding 
the  train  guard. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  heavy  when  it  is  considered  that  they  had 
a  great  advantage  over  Major  Hill,  both  in  numbers  and  position,  and 
were  enabled  to  increase  the  distance  between  him  and  them  by  reason 
of  the  delay  already  referred  to.  As  the  statements  are  so  conflicting 
as  to  the  number  of  rebels  killed.  Major  Hill  makes  no  report  ui)on  that 
point  beyond  what  his  own  personal  observation  authorizes  him  to  state^ 
He  saw  12  dead  rebels  in  the  road. 

Major  Hill  concludes: 

I  have  to  return  my  thanks  to  you  for  the  very  valuable  services  rendered  me  by  a 
lieutenant  of  your  command;  I  have  unfortunately  forgotten  his  name.  Capt.  D.  A. 
Briggs  conducted  the  extreme  advance  with  great  credit  to  himse/f;  but, in  men- 
tioning him,  I  will  add  that  all  the  138  men  who  followed  beyond  the  Cumberland 
River  deserve  honorable  mention  for  their  alacrity  in  the  pursuit. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  name  of  the    officer  in  my 
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brigade  to  wlioiii  Major  Hill  refers  is  Lieut.  D.  F.  Allen,  Company  0, 
Tenth  Indiana  Volunteers.  I  learn  from  several  sources  that  his  conduct 
was  most  commendable. 

The  daring  exhibited  by  Major  Hill  and  his  gallant  little  band  in  pur- 
suing a  superior  enemy  beyond  the  Cumberland  for  several  miles,  nearly 
18  or  20  miles  from  their  cami>  at  Hartsville,  and  the  desperate  fierceness 
with  which  they  charged  the  enemy,  recapturing  and  bringing  back  to 
camp  nearly  their  entire  train  during  the  night  of  the  same  day  on  which 
they  were  taken,  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  them,  and  deserves,  as 
it  will  no  doubt  receive,  the  favorable  notice  of  the  commanding  general 
of  the  department.  Their  conduct  in  these  respects  is  worthy  of  general 
emulation. 

Eespectfully, 

JOHN  M.  HARLAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  iSecond  Brigade. 
Oapt.  Ed.  C.  Denig, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Special  Field  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

>     Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
No.  5.  )  N'ashville,  Novemher  30,  1862. 

yil.  The  general  commanding  has  learned  with  much  satisfaction  of 
the  good  conduct  and  energy  displayed  by  a  detachment  of  the  Second 
Indiana  Cavalry,  under  Major  Hill,  in  pursuing  a  party  of  200  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  killing  some  15  or  20  of  them,  and  retaking  the  greater 
part  of  a  Government  train  just  captured  by  them  through  the  careless- 
ness of  one  of  our  foraging  parties.  This  little  affair  is  very  creditable 
to  the  cavalry,  and  the  general  commanding  takes  pleasure  in  noticing  it. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Eosecrans : 

C.  GODDAED, 
Major  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


NOVEMBER  29-DECEMBER   1,   1862.— Reconnaissance  from    Stewart's 
Ferry,  Stone's  River,  to  Baird's  Mills,  Tenn.y  and  skirmishes  en  route > 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  2.— Col.  Silas  C.  Toler,  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Ko.l. 

-  Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Morgan^  U,  S.  Army. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Seventh  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Becemher  2,  1862. 

Captain:  The  two  regiments  from  my  command  ordered  forward 
Saturday  returned  last  evening.  They  went  to  Baird's  Mills,  about  17 
miles  to  the  front;  had  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets,  but 
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met  with  no  large  force.     Twelve  prisoners  were  taken,  5  horses  and  1 
mule,  5  revolvers,  2  double-barreled  shot-guns,  1  rifle,  buggy,  and  har- 
ness.    The  prisoners  were  sent  to  Nashville  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MOKGAN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 
Captain  Conner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Seventh  Division, 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  the  Miss., 

Stone^s  River,  Tenn.,  November  30,  1862. 

Major  :  In  compliance  witli  instructions  from  the  general  command- 
ing Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  two  regiments  from  my  brigade,  the  Sixtieth 
Illinois  and  Tenth  Michigan,  Colonel  Toler,  of  the  Sixtieth  Illinois,  com- 
manding, left  camp  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  new  pike,  with  orders  to 
proceed  to  Baird's  Mills  and  Eural  Hill,  and  examine  the  roads  and 
country,  and,  if  they  met  the  enemy,  to  whip  them. 

At  4  p.  m.  three  regiments  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Milliken,  passed  througli  my  lines  on  the  Lebanon  road.  I  advised  the 
colonel  to  send  a  battalion  of  his  command  out  on  the  Statesville  road, 
and  by  so  doing  the  whole  of  the  country  to  the  left  of  the  Murfrees- 
borough  pike  would  be  covered.  The  colonePs  instructions  prevented 
his  doing  so.     I  inclose  a  rough  draft  of  the  roads  named. 

A  scouting  party  of  25  mounted  infantry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  . 
Powell,  was  sent  out  on  the  Statesville  road  yesterday.  They  met  a  party 
of  guerrillas  about  7  miles  out,  drove  in  their  advance,  taking  2  rifles 
and  1  horse.  The  main  body  was  found  strongly  posted  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  a  creek,  and  in  number  three  or  four  to  one.  The  captain 
thought  it  advisable  not  to  attack  them,  his  command  being  poorly 
armed. 

The  work  on  the  bridges  progressing  slowly ;  will  be  ready  in  a  few 
days  for  planking. 

Yery  respectfully, 

JAMES  D.  MOEGAN, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

Major  Garesoh]^,  Chief  of  Staff, 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  Silas  C.  Toler,  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Sixtieth  Reot.  Illinois  Vol.  Infantry, 

Camp  on  Stone's  River,  December  2,  1862. 

Lieutenant  :  In  accordance  with  orders  of  November  29,  we  moved 
on  Central  or  Rock  River  pike,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  at  Widow 
Hays'  spring,  5  miles  from  Rock  River.  At  daylight  next  morning 
marched  on  the  same  road  to  Gallatin  and  La  Vergne  road ;  changed 
direction  to  the  right  on  that  road  to  Chicken  road  or  old  Central  pike, 
on  which  we  moved  to  Baird's  Mills,  reaching  there  about  1.30  p.  m.,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  Central  pike  is  macadamized,  but  very 
rough  country,  broken  and  hilly,  but  no  serious  obstructions  which 
would  serve  to  impede  or  delay  the  march  of  any  considerable  number 
of  troops.  The  Gallatin  and  La  Yergne  road  is  narrow  and  rough,  and 
crossed  frequently  by  neighborhood  roads.  We  struck  the  Chicken  road 
about  1  mile  east  of  Rural  Hill  and  8  miles  from  Baird's  Mills,  and 
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changed  direction  to  the  left  on  Chicken  road,  passing  through  Glades- 
ville,  3  miles  on.  The  Statesville  road  strikes  off  to  the  right  from  the 
Chicken  road  3  miles  from  Baird^s  Mills.  The  Chicken  road  is  a  good 
dirt  road,  witli  but  few  neighborhood  crossings. 

Small  squads  of  rebel  cavalry  are  continually  crossing  through  the 
country  between  Kural  Hill  and  Baird's  Mills.  At  Baird^s  Mills  we  were 
joined  by  Colonel  Milliken's  command  of  cavalry.  We  were  menaced 
by  smallsquads  of  rebel  cavalry  at  different  points,  and  at  Baird's  Mills 
they  appeared  in  some  considerable  force  on  the  Murfreesborough  and 
Lebanon  pike.  After  a  sharp  skirmish,  they  retired  in  the  direction  of 
Murfreesborough.  They  were  Morgan's  men.  He  is  encamped  at 
Black's  Shop,  9  miles  from  Baird's  Mills,  toward  Murfreesborough.  His 
force  is  said  to  be  3,000  men,  mostly  mounted,  and  three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. We  captured  some  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  We  captured  12  pris- 
oners, 1  mule,  5  horses,  1  biiggy^  4  saddles  and  bridles,  3  double  and  1 
single  barrel  shot-guns,  1  Yager  rifle,  and  5  revolvers . 

We  left  Baird's  Mills  at  7  o'clock  a.  m.  of  December  1,  and  returned  to 
camp,  passing  over  the  same  routG  we  went  out.  Nothing  of  interest 
occurred  on  our  way  back.  Officers  and  men  under  my  command  be- 
haved well,  and  deserve  credit  for  good  discipline  and  order  during  the 
march. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  TOLER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Expedition. 

Lieut.  Theo.  Wiseman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


DECEMBER  1,  1862.— ^Skirmish  near  Nolensville,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  John  A.  Wharton^  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry 

Brigade. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Nolensville,  Tenn.,  December  1,  1862 — 5  p.  m. 
General  :    ♦    *    *    j  j^ad  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  to-day,  and 
my  battery  drove  them  from  their  position  very  quickly. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

3^0.  A.  WHAETO:t^, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-General  [L.]  Polk,  &c. 


DECEMBER  3,  1862.— Attack  on  Union  forage  train  on  the  Hardin  pike, 

near  Nashville,  Tenn. 


'? 


Report  of  Col.  George  W.  Roberts,  Forty  second  Illinois  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Roberts'  Brig.,  11th  Div.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Sheridan,  December  21,  1862. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  the  cases  of  Brigade  Quarter- 
master D.  B.  Sears,  Regimental  Quartermaster  S.  B.  Hood,  and  Lieut. 
O.  A.  Clark,  formerly  of  my  command,  but  now  prisoners  of  war,  that 
on  the  3d  day  of  December,  1862,  they  were  on  duty  in  attendance  with 
a  forage  train  from  my  brigade,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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Walworth,  \vliicli  prooL^eded  10  miles  on  the  Hardin  pike,  then  turned 
to  the  left  and  loaded,  about  3  miles  from  said  pike.  Before  starting, 
I  placed  General  Orders,  No.  17,  in  the  hands  of  Quartermaster  Sears, 
and  enjoined  strict  obedience  in  regard  to  all  points,  and  specified  par- 
ticularly the  receipting  for  property.  I  learn  from  direct  testimony  that 
Quartermaster  Sears  was  very  active  to  see  that  all  the  wagons  were 
well  loaded;  that  the  exact  number  was  ascertained,  and  that  he  then 
insisted  that  Quartermaster  Hood,  of  the  Twenty-second  Illinois,  Forage- 
master  Bruce,  of  General  Palmer's  division  train,  and  Lieut.  O.  A. 
Clark  should  go  with  him  to  the  house  of  the  proprietor  and  receipt. 
They  went.  The  house  was  distant  (as  I  am  informed)  from  the  guard 
of  the  rear  of  the  train  about  300  yards. 

Quartermaster  Sears  did  not  ask  for  a  personal  guard ;  in  fact,  as  he 
says,  did  not  think  of  it.  While  Quartermaster  Sears  was  receipting, 
the  others  were  invited  to  take  dinner,  which  they  did.  Before  Quar- 
termaster Sears  had  completed  his  receipts,  a  force  of  Texan  Rangers, 
of  about  200,  began  firing  on  the  train  and  escort.  Bruce,  who  was 
first  out  of  the  house,  mounted  his  horse,  and  escaped  with  a  ball  through 
his  coat  and  another  in  the  hip  of  his  horse.  The  other  officers,  seeing 
the  Eangers  between  them  and  the  train,  remained  at  the  house,  and 
were  taken. 

The  Rangers  charged  on  Sergeant  Huerson,  of  Company  E,  Forty- 
second  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  17  men,  of  same  regiment, 
who  were  posted  as  a  lookout  or  vedette.  But  the  sergeant  formed  his 
men,  and  fired  into  them  by  volley,  advanced  on  them,  still  firing,  dared 
them  to  come  on,  and  completely  drove  them  back.  The  Rangers 
wounded  8  mules,  and  Quartermaster  Sears  states  that  they  declared 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  ''  little  major,"  as  they  called  the  sergeant, 
they  would  have  captured  part  of  the  train. 

I  think  that  Hersou  deserves  notice.    He  has  been  with  me  in  sev- 
eral close  matters,  and  is  brave  beyond  question.     I  sent  forward  a  rec- 
ommendation for  his  promotion,  but  it  is  returned,  refused. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  ROBERTS, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

Major  SiDELL, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


DECEMBER  4, 1862.— Skirmish  on  the  Franklin  pike,  near  Holly  Tree  Gap, 

Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  Robert  H,  G,  Minty,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

Headquarters  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

Camp  RosecranSj  Tenn.,  December  4,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  the  following  report  of  my  scout 
on  the  Franklin  pike  this  day  : 

At  7.30  a.  m.  I  marched,  with  302  officers  and  men.  When  8  miles 
from  Nashville,  I  met  the  enemy's  pickets,  which  were  driven,  by  Com- 
panies I  and  L,  as  far  as  the  junction  of  the  Wilson  Creek  and  Franklin 
pikes  (9  miles  from  Nashville),  and  then  some  2  miles  down  the  Wilson 
Creek  pike.  Here  I  recalled  the  two  companies,  and,  leaving  D  company 
at  the  junction,  moved  forward  on  the  Franklin  pike.  About  2  miles 
out,  we  again  met  the  enemy^s  iMckets  (about  70  men),  and  drove  them 
before  us  through  Ho^^jy  Tree  Gap  (6  miles  from  the  junction),  and  to 
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within  about  1  mile  from  Franklin.  No  obstruction  of  any  kind  has 
been  placed  in  the  gap,  which  is  naturally  one  of  the  strongest  posi- 
tions I  have  ever  seen. 

Two  bridges  have  been  destroyed  on  the  road,  one  about  3  miles  north 
of  the  gap,  the  other  about  2J  miles  south.  Wagons  can  pass  both  by 
taking  the  lield&  east. 

One  of  the  rebels  was  wounded  by  a  carbine  ball  in  left  shoulder. 
We  met  with  no  loss.  I  returned  to  camp  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  having 
ridden  about  45  miles. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  H.  G.  MmTY, 

Colonelj  Commanding, 
Lieutenant  Chamberlain, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Cavalry  Division, 


DECEMBER  4,  1862.— Capture  of  outpost  near  Stewart's  Ferry  (or  Ford), 

Stone's  River,  Tenn. 

REPORTS, 
r 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Maj.  D.  W.  Holman,  C.  S.  Army. 

1^0.   1. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  James  D,  Morgan,  U,  S,  Army, 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brio.,  First  Div.,  Army  of  the  Miss., 

Stone's  Biver,  Tenn.,  December  4,  1862. 

Colonel  :  This  morning-  about  3  o'clock  a  sergeant  and  9  men  of  Cap- 
tain Powell's  company  mounted  scouts,  stationed  at  Stewart's  Ford,  2J 
miles  on  our  right,  were  attacked  by  a  mounted  force  of  the  enemy  of 
about  60  men.  All  of  our  men  succeeded  in  making  their  escape,  with 
their  arms  and  accouterments,  but  with  the  loss  of  their  horses.  Two 
were  wounded,  1  severely.  The  enemy  made  their  approach  upon  our 
right  from  the  direction  of  the  Murfreesborough  pike.  I  have  no  cav- 
alry to  cover  my  flank  in  that  direction.  I  had  supi)osed  that  vedettes 
were  stationed  from  the  Murfreesborough  pike  toward  my  right. 

I  sent  out  yesterday  a  foraging  party  about  4  miles  to  the  front,  on 
the  Lebanon  pike  j  2  men  were  taken,  1  a  mounted  scout  of  Captain 
Powell's  company,  and  a  teamster ;  they  were  paroled  and  returned  to 
camp  almost  as  soon  as  the  train.  I  returned  them  to  duty,  ignoring 
the  paroles,  and  with  orders  that  they  be  charged  with  the  arms  lost. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.  MOEGAN, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Col.  J.  P.  GARESCHlfe. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  D.  W.  Holman,  C.  S,  Army, 

Camp  near  La  Yergne,  Tenn., 

December  4,  1862. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  with  the  approval  of  the 
brigadier-general  commanding,  I  left  my  encampment  near  Stone's  Eiver 
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about  12  o'clock  last  night  with  50  men,  a  part  of  Captain  [J.  T.]  Mar- 
tin's company,  of  my  battalion,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Stew- 
art's Ferry,  on  Stone's  River,  12  miles  distant,  for  the  purpose  of  cap- 
turing some  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  By  traveling  obscure  roads  and 
recrossing  Stone's  River  about  IJ  miles  above  Stewart's  Ferry,  we  came 
in  between  the  enemy's  main  force  at  McWhirtersville  [Donelson]  and 
Stewart's  Ferry.  When  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  pickets,  I  dis- 
mounted 20  men,  and  sent  them  300  yards  ahead,  and  ordered  them  to 
proceed  noiselessly  to  the  place,  first  ordering  them  to  surrender,  and, 
if  they  refused,  to  fire.  A  part  of  the  mounted  men  under  Captain 
Martin,  and  the  balance  under  Lieutenants  [T.]  Banks  and  [A.  S.]  Chap- 
man, were  so  disposed  on  either  side  of  the  road  as  to  catch  any  who  might 
attempt  to  make  their  way  to  the  main  force.  Sergeant  [J.  M.]  Critz,  who 
commanded  the  squad  of  dismounted  men,  when  within  15  steps  of  the 
reserve,  ordered  them  to  surrender.  They  refused,  and  one  of  them  fired. 
Immediately  my  20  men  fired ;  1  lieutenant  and  2  privates  were  left 
dead  upon  the  spot.  I  think  the  whole  reserve  (9  men)  were  either  killed 
or  wounded;  but  the  cedar  undergrowth  was  so  very  thick  that  we  did 
Qot  see  them,  nor  could  not,  without  carefully  searching,  which  we  did 
Dot  have  time  to  do.  Three  horses  were  killed,  and  we  captured  6,  with 
bridles,  saddles,  &c.,  2  excellent  Belgian  guns,  1  pistol,  several  India- 
rubber  coats,  &c.  The  two  vedettes,  who  were  some  distance  from  the 
reserve,  made  their  escape  through  the  bushes,  and  we  did  not  have  time 
to  pursue  them.  Being  within  1  mile  or  less  of  a  large  force,  I  thought 
it  but  prudent  to  move  away  at  once,  and  with  as  much  rapidity  as  prac- 
ticable. At  sunrise  this  morning  I  got  back  to  my  camp  without  the  loss 
of  a  man,  horse,  or  anything  else. 

I  must  be  permitted  to  commend  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  Cap- 
tain Martin,  Lieutenants  Banks  and  Chapman,  and  Sergeant  Critz.  I 
v»/annot  mention  the  names  of  privates,  but  they  all  did  their  duty,  and 
nobly. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  HOLMAN, 
Major ^  Commanding. 

Capt.  D.  G.  ^'E.^U),  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


DECEMBER  4-5, 1862.— Capture  of  transports,  and  skirmishes  near  Preston- 
burg,  Ky. 

No.  1.— Col.  Jonathan  Cranor,  Fortieth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  % — Col.  John  N.  Clarkson,  Virginia  State  Line  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 
Report  of  Col.  Jonathan  Cranor,  Fortieth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqks.  Dist.  E.  Ky.,  Louisa,  December  8,  1862. 

Major:  T  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report: 
On  the  morning  of  the  3d  [-ith]  instant,  an  engagement  took  place  be- 
tween about  200  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky,  who  were  guarding  some 
push-boats  which  were   loaded  v^ith   commissary  and  quartermaster 
stores  for  the  Thirty-ninth,  and  were  en  route  for  Piketon,  and  about 

*  See  also  Floyd  to  Letcher,  Series  I,  Vol.  XXI,  p.  1065. 
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800  rebels,  mostly  mounted,  under  command  of  Colonel  Clarkson.    The 
engagement  took  place  about  4  miles  below  Prestonburg. 

The  enemy  succeeded  in  capturing  the  boats,  not,  however,  until  after 
14  or  15  of  them  had  been  killed,  and  they  had  killed  2  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth.  They  took  away  and  destroyed  from  50  to  100  stand  of  arm's, 
about  '300  suits  of  fatigue  uniforms,  7,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  a  small 
lot  of  commissaries,  1  tent,  and  2  push-boats.  A  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  articles  with  which  the  boats  were  loaded  have  since  been 
recovered,  the  enemy  in  his  hurry  not  taking  time  to  destroy  them.  The 
\)oats  were  loaded  at  Catlettsburg  by  the  assistant  quartermaster  of  the 
Thirty-ninth,  by  orders  of  Colonel  Dils,  without  my  knowledge  or  con- 
sent. I  was  not  aware  that  they  contained  either  arms  or  clothing  until 
since  their  capture.  Learning  after  they  had  started  that  there  was  a 
possibility  that  they  might  be  captured,  after  they  reached  this  point 
(which  took  seven  days),  I  sent  a  guard  with  them  from  here  to  Peach 
Orchard,  at  which  point  they  said  Colonel  Dils  was  to  send  a  guard  to 
meet  them.  I  sent  a  company  of  cavalry,  with  instruction  to  scout  the 
surrounding  country,  especially  toward  Logan,  Va.,  to  ascertain  if  there 
was  any  danger.  I  ordered  them  to  guard  the  bouts  beyond  Peach 
Orchard,  or  until  they  should  meet  the  guards  sent  by  Colonel  Dils, 
which  they  did,  when  they  returned,  and  reported  no  enemy  in  striking 
distance. 

Information  was  afterward  received  that  an  effort  would  be  made  to 
capture  them,  which  was  communicated  to  the  adjutant  and  quartermas- 
ter who  were  m  charge,  and  they  advised  to  drop  back  to  Peach  Orchard, 
and  there  await  Colonel  Dils'  arrival ;  after  which  they  received  an  order 
from  Colonel  Dils,  stating  to  them  that  ne  was  in  daily  communication 
with  the  country  through  which  they  would  have  to  pass ;  that  there 
was  no  danger,  and  for  them  to  press  ahead  as  fast  as  possible.  Owing 
to  the  low  stage  of  water,  they  were  unable  to  make  more  than  4  or  5 
miles  per  day. 

Colonel  Dils'  regiment,  as  you  are  aware,  is  as  yet  unorganized.  He 
claims  that  he  is  independent,  and  not  subject  to  any  authority,  except 
the  military  powers  of  Kentucky. 

As  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  capture,  I  started  out  350  cavalry  to  pur- 
sue them,  if  possible  to  form  a  junction  with  the  forces  of  Colonel  Dils, 
and  drive  them  out  or  give  them  battle.  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  the 
cavalry,  but  learn  that  Colonel  Dils,  with  most  of  his  command,  is  at 
Paintsville,  and  will  fall  back  to  Peach  Orchard, 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  forage  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  supplies, 
I  have  yet  brought  only  a  part  of  my  force  to  this  point.  I  have  not 
cavalry  sufficient  to  do  that  amount  of  scouting  which  seems  to  be 
necessary  in  this  district. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CRANOR, 
Colonel^  Commanding  District  of  Eastern  Kentucky, 

Maj.  N.  H.  McLean, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Department  of  the  Ohio. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Col.  John  JV.  Clarkson,  Virginia  State  Line  Cavalry, 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Virginia  State  Line, 
Camp  at  Mouth  of  Pond  Creek,  Pike  Co.,  Ky.,  December  7,  1862. 

Sir:   In  obedience  to  your  instructions,!  proceeded  with  my  com 
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mand,  composed  of  detachments  of  the  First,  Second,  and  Third  Eegi- 
ments,  on  the  3d  ultimo,  in  the  direction  of  Pike  County,  Kentucky,  and 
early  on  the  following  morning  reached  Prestonburg.  At  that  place  I 
was  informed  that  several  boats  were  on  their  route  up  the  Sandy  Eiver, 
loaded  with  large  supplies  of  ammunition  and  clothing  intended  for  the 
troops  stationed  at  Piketon,  and  that  on  the  previous  night  they  had 
stopped  a  short  distance  below  the  town.  Without  delay,  I  moved  the 
column  down  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  discovered  nine  boats,  attended 
by  a  strong  guard,  in  readiness  to  receive  my  attack.  The  information 
of  our  approach  had  been  carried  before  us  by  a  Union  man  in  that 
vicinity.  After  a  spirited  contest  of  an  hour's  duration,  we  succeeded 
in  dislodging  the  enemy,  numbering  about  300  men,  and  utterly  routed 
them. 

In  the  fight  we  lost  2  men  killed  and  7  wounded.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  was  at  least  25  killed  and  about  the  same  number  wounded, 
besides  25  prisoners,  which  we  have  with  us. 

Our  capture  proved  exceedingly  valuable,  consisting  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  Enfield  rifles  (500)  and  ammunition,  with  all  the  accouterments 
necessary  for  800  or  1,000  men.  It  gave  us  sufficient  clothing  of  every 
description  to  thoroughly  equip  the  greater  portion  of  the  force  under 
my  command.  The  supply  of  sugar,  coffee,  and  salt  was  large,  and  was 
nearly  all  brought  off  by  the  men.  The  men  having  appropriated  all 
they  desired  or  needed  of  the  plunder,  the  boats  were  destroyed.  The 
value  of  the  captured  property  can  safely  be  estimated  at  $250,000. 

I  am  grieved  to  state  that  Captains  Kessler  and  Findlay  were  pain- 
fully, though  not  dangerously,  wounded.  They  are  able,  however,  to 
be  conveyed  with  us,  and  shall  not  be  left  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Lieutenant  Levi  Hampton  was  killed  on  the  side  of  the  enemy. 
Hearing  that  a  regiment  was  stationed  at  Piketon,  I  directed  my  course 
on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  toward  that  place,  with  the  purpose  of 
disbanding  this  force. 

Colonel  Dils,  the  commandant  of  the  post,  had  received  intelligence  of 
our  presence  in  the  country,  and  we  encountered  him  during  the  night 
on  the  road  between  Prestonburg  and  Piketon  with  a  heavy  force.  A 
sharp  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  the  enemy  were  completely  dispersed, 
with  the  reported  loss  of  Colonel  Dils.  This  report,  though  coming 
through  his  own  officers,  is  not  entirely  credited.  Here  one  of  our  men 
was  killed  instantly  and  two  others  wounded.  At  Piketon  we  met  with 
no  resistance,  and  captured  there  and  in  that  vicinity  about  25  prison- 
ers. We  used  and  destroyed  the  stores  left  at  that  point,  and  proceeded 
directly  to  this  place,  the  mouth  of  Pond  Creek,  which  we  reached  yes- 
terday afternoon. 

In  the  space  of  three  days  we  have  made  a  tour  of  not  less  than  140 
miles  through  the  enemy^s  country,  over  rugged  pathways  and  roads; 
and,  besides  the  captures  above  stated,  we  have  brought  off  about  100 
cattle,  more  than  150  horses,  and  many  negroes.  The  population  loyal 
to  the  South  have  been  reassured  of  our  capacity  to  protect  them,  and 
many  have  joined  our  standard.  A  feeling  of  uneasiness  and  unsafety 
has  been  diffused  among  our  enemies  and  those  friendly  to  their  cause. 
The  organization  of  the  enemy  has  been  for  the  time  destroyed,  and  the 
route  for  our  friends  to  come  to  us  is  left  open  and  unimpeded  by  the 
foe.  I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  men,  in  spite  of  long 
and  tedious  marches,  in  spite  of  priv  ation  and  chi  lling  weather,  have 
displayed  a  spirit  and  determination  worthy  of  high  commendation. 

3  B  R — ^VOI    XX,  PT  I 
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The  offieers  in  battle  and  on  the  marcli  have  conducted  themselves  in 
a  praiseworthy  manner. 

By  order  of  Col.  John  N.  Clarkson,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Vir- 
ginia State  Line. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  WOODS, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Floyd. 


DECEMBER  6,  1862.--Skirinish  near  Kimbrongh's  Mill,  Mill  Creek,  Tenn. 

REiI>ORXS. 

No  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  W.  Sill,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — CoL  Harvey  M.  Buckley,  Fifth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  3. — Col.  Charies  Anderson,  Ninety- third  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  4. — Lieut.  Col.  Milton  Barnes,  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  5. — Capt.  T.  R.  Palmer,  inspector  First  Division,  Twenty-first  Army  Corps. 

No.l. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  Joshua  W,  Sill,  U.  8.  Army, 

Camp  Mill  Greek,  December  6, 1862 — 7  p.  m. 

General  :  Our  forage  train  was  attacked  by  cavalry  and  artillery 
to-day.  I  presume  it  was  Wheeler's  command.  We  had  1  man  killed 
and  2  wounded.  The  enemy  captured  8  of  the  wagons  of  HascalPs 
division,  which  were  out  on  the  same  road.  Will  send  you  written 
report  to-morrow  morning. 

J.  W.  SILL, 
Brigadier-  General. 
General  McOooK. 


2^0.  2. 


Report  of  Col,  Harvey  M,  Buckley,  Fifth  Kentucky  Infa/ntry^  commanding 

brigade. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade, 

December  7,  1862. 

Captain  :  The  following  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  skirmish  on  yes- 
terday, between  the  enemy  and  the  guard  of  forage  train : 

I  left  camp  in  command  of  the  First  Ohio,  Ninety-third  Ohio,  and 
Fifth  Kentucky,  and  two  sections  of  Battery  H.  Arrived  at  the  point  in- 
dicated by  forage-master  to  fill  the  train  about  noou  of  yesterday,  which 
place  is  about  7  miles  from  this  camp.  We  discovered  the  enemy  about 
one-half  mile  in  front  of  us,  numbering  about  15  or  20  mounted  men. 
Lieutenant  Ludlow,  of  battery,  brought  his  gun  to  bear  upon  them, 
and  fired  two  shots,  after  which  they  disappeared.  I  then  ordered  the 
First  Ohio  to  the  front  and  right  to  protect  the  wagons,  which  were 
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gathering  forage  uear  Kimbrough's  Mill.  The  Fifth  Kentucky  was  thrown 
to  the  front,  and  left  to  j)rotectthe  wagons  foraging  near  Ham's  house. 
The  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  of  two  companies,  under  Captain  Yanos- 
dol,  were  ordered  to  the  front,  and  here  I  would  say  that  no  men  could 
have  behaved  better  than  those  two  companies,  nor  could  any  one  have 
maneuvered  them  to  better  advantage  than  the  cax)tain  in  command. 
We  had  arrived  upon  the  ground  but  a  very  short  time  before  we  were 
attacked  to  the  front  and  left,  for  particulars  of  which  I  refer  you  to 
Colonel  Barnes'  report,  forwarded  herewith.  Having  filled  as  many 
wagons  as  we  could  without  bringing  the  train  into  cami)  after  night,  I 
ordered  the  two  sections  of  artillery  in  advance  of  the  train,  and  the  First 
Ohio  immediately  in  advance  of  the  artillery.  Hearing  at  this  time 
pretty  heavy  firing  of  cannon  in  front,  the  Fifth  Kentucky  was  ordered 
forward  in  rear  of  the  First  Ohio  and  the  artillery,  the  Ninety-third  Ohio 
having  been  left  in  the  rear  to  protect  the  train,  as  well  as  the  Ninety- 
seventh  Ohio  and  Captain  YanosdoPs  cavalry.  We  had  proceeded 
but  a  short  distance  toward  camp  before  w^e  discovered  the  enemy  drawn 
up  in  pretty  strong  force  before  us.  I  ordered  up  one  piece  of  artillery, 
and  opened  tire  upon  them.  We  were  answered  by  artillery,  but  they 
soon  gave  way,  upon  which  we  proceeded  on  to  camp,  arriving  there  near 
sundown. 

As  to  what  happened  in  our  rear  about  the  time  of  our  leaving  for 
camp,  I  refer  you  to  Colonel  Anderson's  report,  who  had  command  of 
the  rear  guard.  As  to  the  part  taken  by  the  First  Ohio,  I  would  refer 
you  to  report  of  Major  Stafford,  filed  herewith.*  Oiu  of  my  escort  is 
missing  5  another  had  his  horse  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers  engaged  would  have  satisfied  the 
most  exacting.  I  am  indebted  to  my  aide.  Lieutenant  Harman,  of  the 
Ninety-third  Ohio,  for  his  energy  and  promptness  in  carrying  all  orders. 
The  only  loss  from  the  train  of  this  division  is  one  wagon  of  the  battery, 
which  was  destroyed  by  ourselves,  the  mules  having  become  unruly  and 
broken  the  tongue. 

H.  M.  BUCKLEY, 
Colonely  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 

Captain  Stearns. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  Col,  Charles  Anderson,  Ninety-third  Ohio  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Nashville,  December  G,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  to  take  charge  of  the  defense  of  the 
rear  of  the  forage  train,  I  halted  my  command  this  evening  at  about  3 
o'clock  parallel  with,  and  close  to,  its  rear.  Whilst  waiting  in  this  po- 
sition for  the  trains  to  move  on,  upon  the  top  of  the  hill,  a  little  west  of 
the  Franklin  and  Lebanon  road,  and  southwest  from  the  house  of  Mr. 

Ham,  and  above  that  of- ,  I  saw  a  number  of  the  enemy,  on  foot, 

and  led  by  three  horsemen,  rushing  down  the  valley  w^hich  lies  to  the 
north  of  my  position,  in  a  westerly  direction.  They  made  great  clamor  by 
shouting,  and  their  purpose  evidently  was  to  intercept  the  train  in  its 
march  homeward  upon  the  slope  of  the  hill,  and  at  the  bend  of  the  road 
as  it  enters  into  the  valley.     I  immediately  ordered  my  regiment  to 

*  Not  found. 
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march  in  double-quick  time  through  certain  gaps  and  gates  upon  the 
eastern  side  of,  and  close  to,  the  road,  which  was  then  filled  with  our 
wagons.  My  purpose  was,  having  slight  advantage  in  distance  as  well 
as  in  the  declivities  of  the  hill,  to  make  the  same  point  before  them,  and 
to  cut  them  off  from  any  attack  on  my  charge.  In  this  effort  I  suc- 
ceeded, but  not  in  sufficient  time  to  prevent  them  spreading  themselves 
in  most  favorable  ground  and  shelter  before  my  regiment  could  ensconse 
itself  behind  the  fence  which  I  desired  as  a  cover.  After  a  volley  from 
Company  F,  Company  A  having  been  detached  in  support  of  a  battery 
in  advance,  a  rapid  and  irregular  fire  now  ensued  throughout  both 
bodies  of  combatants.  This  lasted  until,  apparently,  being  satisfied  that 
the  JSTinety-third  Eegiment  could  not  be  moved  from  its  position,  and, 
consequently,  that  they  could  not  succeed  in  the  purpose  of  their  am- 
buscade and  assault,  they  fled  precipitately  and  universally  as  far  up 
the  valley  as  we  could  see. 

Our  loss  in  this  action  was  but  1  killed  and  3  wounded.  Considering 
the  closeness  of  the  range,  the  deliberateness  and  duration  of  the  en« 
emy's  fire,  and  the  almost  rash  exposure  of  several  of  my  companies, 
these  casualties  are  strangely  small  in  number.  What  injury  was  in- 
flicted upon  the  enemy  I  cannot  undertake  to  say,  and  will  not  guess. 
Keither  will  I,  in  my  inexperience  in  such  matters,  profess  to  estimate 
his  numbers.  They  certainly  seemed  to  be  largely  in  excess  of  our  own, 
and  the  whole  command  of  the  expedition  was,  in  my  opinion,  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  large  numbers  of  our  foes.  It  greatly  delights  me  to 
speak  in  high  and  earnest  praise  of  the  gallantry  and  firmness  of  this 
new  regiment  in  this  its  first  fight.  Every  officer  and  man  seemed  re- 
solved to  do  his  best,  and  where  all  have  so  well  succeeded  in  that 
noble  effort  it  might  be  invidious  to  distinguish  by  name  particular  per- 
sons. Notwithstanding  my  disposition  to  regard  that  restraint  upon 
special  praises,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  specify  two  instances  of 
marked  courage  and  pertinacious  bravery.  The  one  was  that  of  William 
Gosshorn,  fourth  corporal  in  Company  F,  and  the  other  that  of  William 
C.  Stewart,  private  Company  C,  acting  color-bearer.  The  former, 
after  being  painfully  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  one  of  the  first  rounds  of 
the  engagement,  deliberately  went  into  line  and  loaded  and  fired  at  the 
enemy  seven  or  eight  times.  The  latter,  in  this  his  first  battle,  stood 
out  in  front  of  his  company,  and  of  the  regiment,  with  his  tall  figure 
and  ever-glorious  banner  elevated  to  their  highest  reach,  nor  could  he 
be  persuaded  to  bend  his  person,  nor  to  lower  his  colors. 

In  conclusion,  perhaps  overrating  the  merits  of  my  regiment  and  the 
importance  of  its  conduct,  I  feel  free  to  say,  in  justice  to  its  men  and 
officers,  that  I  think  any  less  merit  than  that  shown  in  this  fight  would 
have  probably  lost  us  our  entire  train,  and  it  seems  to  me,  now,  that 
this  attack,  at  this  time  and  place,  was  preconcerted,  together  with  vari- 
ous feints  elsewhere,  to  accomplish  that  special  object.  Vanity  or  un- 
due partiality  to  my  own  men  may  mislead  me  in  this  opinion ;  if  so,  I 
can  only  offer  the  apology  that  the  error  is  as  natural  as  it  is  frank. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHARLES  ANDERSOIi^^, 

Colonel  Ninety-third  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Capt.  William  Mangan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Ko.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Milton  Barnes^  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  Infmitry, 

Hdqrs.  Ninety-seventh  Eeot.  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry, 

December  6,  1862. 

Colonel  :  lu  compliance  with  your  order  to  report  the  part  taken  by 
the  Ninety-seventh  Eegiraent  as  escort  for  the  forage  train  in  our  en- 
counter with  the  enemy  this  day,  and  the  result,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  following,  viz: 

Under  your  instructions,  I  proceeded  with  the  regiment,  in  charge  of 
the  Twenty-first  Brigade  train,  to  the  outposts  of  General  SilPs  division, 
where  I  found  a  train  on  the  route  from  that  division  with  an  escort  of 
thYee  regiments,  commanded  by  Colonel  Buckley.  He  informed  me  that 
it  would  not  be  safe  to  venture  out  beyond  with  one  regiment  only,  and 
suggested  that  I  should  accompany  him,  and  unite  our  forces,  which  I 
did,  and  reported  to  him  for  orders.  I  proceeded,  following  in  the  rear 
of  his  train  to  a  point  about  2  miles  beyond  a  brick  phurch,  on  the  rail- 
road. Here  the  whole  train  had  halted.  I  had  previously  thrown  three 
companies  to  the  rear  of  our  own  brigade  train,  and  the  quartermaster 
in  charge  had  reported  the  train  all  right.  I  then  went  forward,  after 
heavy  firing  in  the  advance,  and  met  Colonel  Buckley,  who  immediately 
ordered  me  forward,  with  five  companies  of  my  command,  to  support  the 
Louisville  Legion,  which  I  did,  taking  with  me  the  remaining  two  also.- 
I  formed  in  order  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  that  regiment,  and  deployed  one 
company  (Company  E,  Captain  Egan)  to  the  left.  This  company  ad- 
vanced as  skirmishers  until  they  reached  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  the  left, 
bearing  to  the  front  through  a  piece  of  woods  into  an  open  field,  where 
they  discovered  the  enemy  in  force,  mounted.  Several  rounds  were  fired 
by  them  and  several  from  the  enemy,  which,  overreaching  them,  took 
effect  in  the  battle-line  of  the  regiment,  resulting  in  the  death  of  1  man 
and  the  slight  wounding  of  another.  I  then  moved  across  the  ravine 
through  the  woods  to  the  support  of  my  skirmishers,  and  gained  a  posi- 
tion under  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  discovered  there  a  large  body  of 
rebel  cavalry,  retreating  and  bearing  around  to  the  right,  at  a  distance 
beyond  the  range  of  musketry.  Considerable  firing  was  now  heard  on 
our  right  and  in  our  rear,  and  I  saw  the  Louisville  Legion  retreating 
back  the  road  toward  the  train.  I  awaited  orders,  but  receiving  none, 
I  moved  slowly  back  to  where  I  had  first  left  the  train,  which  still  re- 
mained there,  but  Colonel  Buckley  had  gone  back  some  distance  toward 
the  railroad,  with  a  portion  of  his  forces  and  battery,  and  I  suppose  was 
engaging  a  rebel  battery  which  I  learned  had  been  planted  in  our  rear,  and 
was  attempting  to  cut  off  our  retreat..  By  this  time  it  became  evident 
that  we  were  almost,  if  not  quite,  surrounded,  and  would  have  to  cut  our 
way  through.  The  train  I  found  was  moving  rapidly  to  the  rear.  In  the 
mean  time  I  had  received  no  orders  what  to  do.  I  agreed  with  Colonel 
Anderson,  of  the  Ninety- third  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  take  the  left  and  he  the 
right  of  the  road  and  between  us  preserve  the  train.  Here  was  a  curve 
in  road  to  the  left,  around  a  hiU.  I  proceeded  across  the  curve  to  inter- 
sect the  road  again.  While  doing  so,  a  furious  charge  was  made  upon 
the  train  from  the  right  by  a  regiment  of  rebel  infantry  and  of  cavalry 
from  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hill,  but  Colonel  Anderson 
coming  up  promptly,  they  gave  way.  I  was  moving  rapidly  in  that 
direction,  when  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  Buckley  to  form  in 
order  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  move  to  the  front  to  sup- 
port the  battery,  which  I  did,  the  train  still  moving  on  in  that  direction. 
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When  1  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  they  were  retreating  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  we  passed  safely  through.  My  loss  in  men  was  1  killed  and 
1  wounded.  The  Twenty-first  Brigade  train,  the  only  one  I  was  au- 
thorized to  guard,  came  safely  into  camp.  Several  teams  belonging  to 
the  Sixth  Division,  variously  estimated  at  6,  12,  and  14,  were  reported 
as  having  been  captured  while  out  foraging  on  their  own  account  with- 
out a  guard,  but  I  know  nothing  of  this  officially.  The  loss  to  the  train 
was  only  2  mules  shot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  BARNES, 
Lieut.  CoL  Ninety-seventh  Begt,  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Colonel  Wagner, 

Commanding  Twenty-first  Brigad  • 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Capt  T.  B,  Palmer,  Inspector  First  Division,  Twenty-first  Army 

Corps. 

Hdqrs.  First  Division,  Twenty-first  Army  Corps, 

February  2,  1863. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  have  investigated  the 
facts  connected  with  the  loss  of  certain  wagons  from  a  forage  train  of 
this  division,  December  6,  1862,  and  respectfully  present  the  following 
report : 

At  the  time  when  the  capture  took  place,  General  Orders,  No.  30,  had 
not  been  received,  and  foraging  was  done  by  brigades.  This  was  not 
the  result  of  any  order,  general  or  special,  but  simply  a  custom  for  the 
time  being.  It  was  not  customary,  however,  for  these  brigade  trains  to 
be  composed  exclusively  of  wagons  from  a  single  brigade.  With  each 
brigade  train  were  sent  out  foraging  wagons  from  division  headquarters, 
from  the  ammunition  train,  and  from  the  general  supply  train.  Besides 
this,  if,  as  frequently  occurred,  especially  with  the  batteries,  either  of 
the  other  brigades  had  not  forage  enough  to  last  until  its  regular  time 
for  foraging  should  arrive,  teams  enough  were  sent  from  them  to  obtain 
a  supply.  It  was  not  customary  in  such  cases  to  send  additional  escort 
with  such  surplus  wagons,  but  only  sufficient  men  to  load  them,  and  all 
the  wagons  were  regarded  as  one  train  under  the  same  escort,  equally 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  escort.  So  completely  did  all  constitute 
one  train,  that  the  brigade  quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  train  would 
generally  receipt  for  the  forage  obtained  by  these  extra  wagons,  and 
arrange  accounts  with  the  other  quartermasters  on  his  return. 

On  December  2,  four  days  previous  to  the  capture,  the  Fifteenth  Bri 
gade  forage  train  had  taken  with  it  several  wagons  of  the  Twenty-first 
Brigade  without  any  additional  escort,  and  Lieutenant  Sterne,  quarter- 
master. Fifteenth  Brigade,  had  receipted  for  the  forage  obtained  by  those 
wagons.  That  train  had  also  obtained  part  of  its  forage  in  the  same 
fields  where  the  wagons  were  captured  December  6.  What  wagons,  and 
how  many,  should  be  allowed  to  be  attached  to  any  brigade  train  was 
regulated  by  the  division  quartermaster,  Capt.  L.  D.  Myers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  IS  inety-seventh  Ohio,  who  commanded  the 
escort,  evidently  regarded  himself  as  in  charge  only  of  the  wagons  of 
the  Twenty-first  Brigade.    He  is  a  man  whose  veracity  and  honor  as  a 
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gentleman  are  above  suspicion,  but  after  careful  examination  I  am 

satisfied  that,  according  to  custom  and  general  understanding,  all  the 
wagons  were  equally  under  his  protection. 

Neither  did  the  size  of  the  train  make  any  unusual  escort  necessary. 
There  were  at  that  time  five  regiments  in  the  Fifteenth  and  Twentieth 
Brigades  of  this  division,  and  their  forage  trains  usually  numbered  from 
70  to  90  wagons.  The  Twenty-first  Brigade  had  then  but  four  regiments, 
and  on  that  day  had  only  about  60  wagons  in  the  forage  train,  includ- 
ing those  of  the  Fifteenth  Brigade. 

During  the  advance  of  the  train  no  distinction  was  made  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Barnes  between  the  wagons  properly  belonging  to  the 
Twenty-first  Brigade  and  others.  His  regiment  marched  in  a  body  in 
front  of  the  entire  train.  Six  wagons  from  division  headquarters  led 
the  train  j  several  ammunition  wagons  (not  considered  as  belonging  to 
any  brigade)  were  in  the  train.  The  wagons  of  the  Fifteenth  Brigade 
were  in  the  rear  simply  because  it  was  the  most  convenient  place  for 
them  to  file  in  with  the  train  as  it  started.  After  passing  the  camp  of 
General  Sill's  division,  two  pieces  of  artillery  followed  the  train,  show- 
ing that  the  wagons  of  the  Fifteenth  Brigade  were  considered  part  of  the 
train  and  under  the  escort.  Up  to  this  time,  December  6,  it  was  not 
known  that  any  train  had  been  attacked,  nor  had  the  enemy  indicated 
his  presence.  As  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes  came  to  General  SilPs 
division,  he  was  told  that  a  reconnaissance  had  discovered  the  enemy 
in  front,  and  he  was  advised  to  unite  his  train  with  General  SilPs,  just 
starting.    This  was  done.  General  SilPs  train  taking  the  advance. 

Upon  arriving  where  forage  could  be  obtained,  according  to  custom, 
the  forage-master  estimated  how  many  wagons  could  be  filled,  and  de- 
tached them  from  the  rear.  These  15  wagons  filed  to  the  right  and  left 
into  corn-fields;  that  on  the  left  adjoining  the  road,'that  on  the  right 
only  separated  from  the  road  by  Mill  Creek,  easily  forded.  Four 
wagons  were  loaded,  started  back,  and  arrived  in  camp  safely.  The 
other  wagons,  while  loading,  no  one  of  them  more  than  300  yards  from 
the  road,  were  attacked  and  captured.  The  other  7  wagons,  belonging 
to  the  Fifteenth  Brigade,  had  passed  on  with  the  rest  of  the  train.  The 
train  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance  when  firing  was  heard  at  the 
front,  perhaps  1^  miles  from  where  these  wagons  were  loading.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Barnes  ordered  three  companies  to  halt,  wait  for  the  train 
to  pass,  and  cover  the  rear,  while  he  moved  to  the  front  with  the  other 
seven  companies,  in  obedience  to  Colonel  Buckley's  order.  Not  more 
than  100  rods  in  advance  of  where  these  wagons  were  loading,  the  road 
turns  to  the  right  and  ascends  a  hill  among  cedars.  At  the  foot  of  this 
hill  were  the  three  companies,  while  the  wagons  were  parked  on  the 
top  of  the  hill  or  scattered  to  the  right  and  left  for  forage.  The  two 
pieces  of  artillery  also  moved  to  the  front,  leaving  the  rear  unprotected, 
except  by  three  companies.  While  a  brisk  skirmish  was  going  on  in 
front,  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  perhaps  300  in  number,  came  along  Mill 
Creek,  on  our  right,  under  cover  of  the  hill,  around  the  point  of  hill  that 
here  separates  the  road  from  the  creek,  crossed  the  road,  captured  the 
wagons,  and  took  them  behind  a  hill,  on  our  left,  and  still  farther  to  our 
rear.  Upon  this  last  hill  the  rebels  had  planted  artillery,  which  com- 
manded the  corn  fields  where  the  wagons  had  been  loading  and  the  road 
itself,  completely  cutting  oft'  retreat.  Shortly  after  this  our  troops  came 
back  from  the  front,  engaged  their  artillery,  and  drove  them  back,  thus 
securing  a  safe  passage  homeward  for  the  train. 

From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  these  wagons  were  not  an 
unusual  distance  from  the  road  nor  from  the  rest  of  the  train.    The 
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whole  affair  was  a  repetition  of  a  plan  frequently  adopted  by  the  rebels, 
viz,  to  attack  briskly  in  irout  while  their  cavalry  make  a  dash  upon  an 
unprotected  rear.  Tlie  ground  was  admirably  selected  by  the  rebels, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  they  would  have  captured  the  entire  train  had 
not  the  union  of  the  two  trains  rendered  the  escort  unusually  large. 
I  am,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  R.  PALMER, 
Inspector  First  Division. 
Capt.  R.  LoDEE, 

Inspector  Twenty-first  Army  Corps, 


DECEMBER  7, 1862.— Action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn. 

RKPORTS,  KTC. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Qen.  William  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  and  resulting  correspondence. 

No.    2. — Return  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

No.    3. — Maj.  William  McMichael,  assistant  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  4. — Col.  John  M.  Harlan,  Tenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade, First  Division. 

No.  5. — Col.  Edward  M.  McCook,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Cav- 
alry Brigade. 

No.    6. — Maj.  Samuel  Hill,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry. 

No.  7. — Col.  Absalom  B.  Moore,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  com  • 
manding  Thirty-ninth  Brigade. 

No.    8. — Capt.  John  Wadleigh,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.    9. — Lieut.  Robert  V.  Simpson,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  10. — Lieut.  Col.  Gustavus  Tafel,  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  11. — Capt.  Carlo  Piepho,  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  lufantiy. 

No.  12. — Capt.  Joseph  Grood,  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  13. — General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  Tennessee,  with 
instructions  to  Brigadier-General  Morgan,  and  congratulatory  ordeiB. 

No.  14. — Return  of  casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces. 

No.  15. — Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  16. — Col.  Roger  W.  Hanson,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade, Breckinridge's  division. 

No.  17.— -Col.  Thomas  H.  Hunt,  Ninth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  detachment 
First  Brigade. 

No.  18. — Maj.  James  W.  Hewitt,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  19. — Capt.  James  T.  Morehead,  Ninth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Qen.  William  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  resulting  correspondence. 

Nashville,  Tenn., 

December  7,  1862 — 11  p.  m. 
General  Thomas  dispatches  me  that  one  of  his  brigades,  Dumout's, 
posted  at  Hartsville,  was  probably  surprised  by  two  regiments  of  in 
fan  try  and  three  of  cavalry,  and  captured.     I  await  news  from  the  front 
to  dispose  for  an  attack  of  the  enemy  at  Stewart's  Greek,  9  miles  this 
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side  of  Murireesborough.  The  movement  toward  Hartsville  is  also  to 
be  ascertained,  as  Polk  is  reported  to  have  left  Murfreesborough  by  the 
Lebanon  [pike]  on  Friday.  Thomas  is  yet  at  Gallatin  with  two  divis- 
ions, minus  the  captured  brigade,  to  cover  that  region  until  our  railroad 
brings  necessaries  of  clothing  and  cavalry  arms.  If  the  rebels  fight  us 
in  force,  it  will  be  a  great  gain.  If  not,  we  can  continue  our  forward 
movement.  Our  great  difficulties  will  come  from  their  numerous  cav 
airy  harassing  us  and  cutting  off  our  forage  parties  and  trains.  I  am 
arming  our  cavalry,  who  are  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  their  effective 
force,  and  much  cowed  from  that  fact  and  want  of  arms.  Before  bring- 
ing them  in  conflict  with  the  rebel  cavalry,  cannot  you  send  me  those 
from  Indianapolis  ? 

W.  S.  EOSEORANS, 

Major- General  J  Commanding, 
M^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Oeneral'in-  Chief, 


Gallatin,  December  7, 1862. 
Major-General  Roseokans  : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Carroll,  commanding  Tenth  Indiana,  reports  that 
the  enemy  attacked  the  forces  under  Colonel  Scott  at  Hartsville  this 
morning,  and  captured  them,  burning  the  wagons,  &c.  They  are  said 
to  be  5,000  strong  in  infantry,  besides  their  cavalry.  Colonel  Miller 
went  out  with  his  brigade  from  Castalian  Springs ;  found  the  enemy 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  this  side  of  Hartsville.  Colonel  Harlan  has 
gone  to  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Miller,  taking  all  of  his  brigade  ex- 
cept a  section  of  artillery.  In  addition,  I  have  sent  out  General  Fry  to 
take  command  and  report  to  me  the  actual  state  of  affairs.  The  troops 
seen  at  Scottsville  may  be  our  own  on  their  way  to  Carthage.  They 
should  be  there  about  this  time. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major-General,  U,  8,  Volunteers. 


Nashville,  December  7, 1862. 
Major-General  Thomas,  Gallatin: 

Do  I  understand  that  they  have  captured  an  entire  brigade  of  our 
troops  without  our  knowing  it,  or  a  good  fight  f 

W.  S.  ROSECRAKS, 

Major-General, 
P.  S. — ^Answer  quick. 

Gallatin,  December  7, 1862. 
General  Roseorans: 

Colonel  Harlan  reports  that  Major  Hill,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  in- 
formed him  that  the  whole  force  which  stood  was  captured ;  about  half 
gave  way.  The  fight  lasted  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter.  I  will  send 
particulars  to-morrow.  The  enemy  can  be  intercepted  before  reaching 
Murfreesborough.  Colonel  Harlan  reports  three  regiments  of  cavalry 
and  two  of  infantry  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry on  the  other  side,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Mcfjor- General. 
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Nashville,  December  7, 1862 — 11  p.  m. 

(Eeceived  December  8, 1862.) 
Maj.  Gen.  GEOuaE  H.  Thomas  : 

Get  the  arms  our  fugitive  troops  have  thrown  awayatHartsville.  It 
seems  to  me  impossible  that  the  entire  brigade  could  have  surrendered. 
Are  there  none  left  ? 

W.  S.  EOSEOEANS, 

Major  General. 

Gallatin,  December  8, 1862. 
General  Eosecrans: 

Colonel  Harlan  has  not  yet  sent  me  a  detailed  report  of  the  affair  at 
Hartsville,  but  I  learn  from  some  of  his  officers  that  they  buried  up- 
ward of  80  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  and  only  a  few  of 
the  other  two  regiments.  This  fact  indicates  that  the  other  two  regi- 
ments behaved  badly.  They  were  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  and  One 
hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  Volunteers.  Scouts  from  the  other  side  re- 
port that  the  enemy^s  cavalry  is  still  hovering  about  the  river. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major- General, 


Gallatin,  December  8, 1862. 
General  Eosecrans: 

Colonel  Harlan  has  gathered  up  all  the  arms  and  property  left  at 
Hartsville.  He  will  send  in  a  detailed  report  to-day,  which  I  will  for- 
ward by  mail  if  received  in  time.  The  entire  force,  except  one  company 
and  about  100  cavalry,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  were  captured. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major- General. 

War  Department, 
Washington^  December  9, 1862. 
Major-General  Eosecrans, 

Nashville^  Tenn. : 

The  President  directs  that  you  immediately  report  why  an  isolated 
brigade  was  at  Hartsville,  and  by  whose  command ;  and  also  by  whose 
fault  it  was  surprised  and  captured. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

General-in-  Chief. 

Nashville,  Tenn., 
December  9,  1862—1.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas, 

U.  8,  Volunteers,  Commanding  Center,  Gallatin,  Tenn. : 

President  demands  explanation  of  Hartsville  affair.    Eeport  in  detail 
exact  position,  strength,  and  relative  distances  of  your  troops  between 
Gallatin  and  Hartsville  at  that  time,  and  causes  of  the  disaster  as  far 
as  known  to  you. 
By  con\mand  of  General  Eosecrans : 

J.  P.  GAEESCHfi, 
Assistant  Adjutant' General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  9, 1862—11  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief: 

In  reply  to  your  telegram,  inquiring  why  the  brigade  was  stationed  at 
Hartsville,  I  respectfully  state  that  it  was  necessary  to  cover  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Cumberland  Eiver  against  rebel  cavalry,  who  would  essay  to 
attack  our  road  and  capture  our  trains.  We  have,  for  all  our  immense 
line  of  front  communications,  picket,  and  couriers,  less  than  4,000  cav- 
alry, and  the  enemy  not  less  than  10,000,  who  are  much  relieved  by 
guerrilla  scouts,  and  can  concentrate  for  mischief  with  almost  perfect 
secrecy  and  imi)unity.  The  subjoined  copy  of  General  Thomas'  report 
shows  that  it  was  a  pretty  full  brigade,  posted  strongly,  with  a  cavalry 
regiment  for  picket  duty  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  in  a  command- 
ing position ;  that  it  was  strongly  supported  within  9  miles,  and,  but 
for  being  surprised  and  making  feeble  resistance,  it  would  have  been 
succored,  and  the  enemy  badly  whipped.  That  outpost  was  stronger 
and  better  supported  than  our  outpost  at  Eienzi,  7  miles  below  Corinth, 
last  summer.  The  difference  was  in  the  superiority  and  number  of  rebel 
cavalry : 

Hartsville  was  garrisoned  by  the  Thirty-nintli  Brigade,  Twelfth  Division  (Dumont's), 
for  duty,  and  was  commanded  by  Col.  A.  B.  Moore,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois. 
There  was  also  a  regiment  of  cavalry  posted  there,  the  Second  Indiana,  sent  there  by 
your  order.  The  effective  force  not  known.  The  troops  were  posted  so  as  to  guard  the 
ford  and  the  approaches  from  the  direction  of  Lebanon,  and  the  cavalry  for  picket  duty 
and  scouting.  Col.  J.  M.  Harlan,  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  was  posted  at  Cas- 
talian  Springs.  This  brigade  reports  2,725  men  present  for  duty.  Colonel  Miller,  com- 
manding the  Fortieth  Brigade,  was  also  posted  at  Caetalian  Springs,  sent  there  to 
relieve  Colonel  Harlan.  This  brigade  reports  2,274  men  present  for  duty.  The  last 
two  brigades  mentioned  were  9  imles  distant  from  Hartsville  when  the  attack  was 
made.  As  soon  as  caDuonading  was  heard.  Colonel  Harlan  ordered  Colonel  Miller 
to  march  with  his  command  in  the  direction  of  Hartsville,  and,  with  a  portion  of 
bis  brigade,  followed  Colonel  Miller,  and  orders  were  given  to  the  cavalry  from  these 
headquarters  to  be  vigilant  and  scour  the  country,  so  that  no  enemy  could  approach 
without  giving  timely  notice  to  the  garrison.  Colonel  Harlan,  upon  being  relieved 
by  Colonel  Scott  at  Hartsville,  informed  me  that  the  position  was  strong  and  defensi- 
ble ;  added  to  the  information  received  from  my  officers,  led  to  the  belief  that  the  offi- 
cer in  command  allowed  himself  to  be  surprised,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  nearly 
his  whole  force.  The  attack  was  sudden,  and  so  quickly  decided  that  it  was  impossi- ' 
ble  for  re-enforcements  to  reach  Hartsville  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  action,  and  the 
enemy  have  been  defeated  and  probably  cut  off  before  crossing  the  river. 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 

Major-  General. 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 

War  Department, 
Washington,  December  10, 1862. 

Major-General  Eosecrans,  Nashville,  Tenn, : 

The  most  important  of  the  President's  inquiries  has  not  been  answered. 
What  officer  or  officers  are  chargeable  with  the  surprise  at  Hartsville 
and  deserve  punishment  ? 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

General-in-Chief, 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  10,  1862 — midnight. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  General-in-Chief : 

Additional  information  from  Colonel  Limberg  and  Captain  Good,  One 
hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  who  were  present  in  the 
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• 
affair  at  HartsviUe,  but  escaped  capture,  shows  that  there  were  no  cav- 
alry vedettes  out  ii)  that  directiou,  uo  picket  guard,  and  apparently  no 
camp  guard  5  that  the  first  notice  in  camp  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy 
was  given  b^^  an  orderly,  or  servant,  that  the  enemy^s  cavalry  was  com- 
ing up  and  wheeling,  by  fours,  into  line  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  ravine, 
about  400  yards  distant  from  our  camp ;  that  they  were  quietly  formed 
without  a  shot  being  fired  at  them  ;  that  the  artillery  did  nothing  to  dis- 
turb them;  that  only  two  companies  of  skirmishers  turned  out;  that 
the  infantry  stood  in  line  of  battle  at  '^  ordered  arms,''  and  allowed  the 
enemy  to  dismount  and  advance,  as  skirmishers,  within  100  yards  before 
they  commenced  firing.  The  artillery  allowed  the  enemy's  mountain 
howitzers,  and  probably  two  other  pieces,  to  move  up  into  position  with- 
out disturbing  them.  It  was  finally  brought  out  of  the  woods,  and  fired 
a  few  shots,  with  little  effect,  as  the  enemy  advanced  in  line  of  skirmish- 
ers. Closing  in,  our  troops  soon  fell  into  confusion,  ran  to  their  camp 
in  a  crowd,  where  the  enemy's  artillery  played  on  them,  and  they  soon 
hoisted  a  white  flag  and  surrendered.  The  behavior  of  the  Second  In- 
diana Cavalry  seems  to  have  been  as  spiritless  as  their  picketing.  The 
enemy  hastily  exchanged  their  Austrian  for  our  Springfield  rifles,  leav- 
ing many  arms  on  the  field;  drove  their  prisoners  across  the  river, 
waist-deep,  and  retreated  so  hastily  that,  when  our  succor  arrived,  a  light 
battalionof  cavalry  pursued  them  across  the  river  and  retook  three  wagon- 
loads  of  our  arms.  Probably  30  wagons  lost.  These  facts  indicate  pr^ty 
clearly  where  the  blame  lies.  It  is  pretty  certain  that  the  enemy's  force 
did  not  exceed  2,500  men — two  regiments  of  mounted,  and,  possibly, 
two  dismounted  cavalry.    No  official  reports  yet  in. 

W.  S.  EOSECEAlSrS, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  14th  Army  Corps,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  Tenn,,  December  22,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General,  U.  8,  Army,  Washington,  D.  (7.  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  all  the  official  re- 
ports that  have  been  received  at  these  headquarters  of  the  battle  at 
HartsviUe,  Tenn.,  on  the  7th  instant. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Major- General,  Commanding  Department 

[Indorsements .  ] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

January  13,  1863. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Major-General  Rosecrans,  to  ascertain  and 
report  who  are  the  guilty  officers  concerned  in  the  surrender  of  Harts- 
viUe, Tenn. 
By  order  of  Major-General  Halleck: 

J.  C.  KELTOK, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

The  within  reports  and  statements  show  that  the  United  States  forces 
captured  at  the  above  place  December  7,  1862,  were  either  surprised 
or  that  great  negligence  was  displayed  in  failing  to  prepare  for  the 
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enemy's  attack.  The  rebels  were  in  sight  before  any  disposition  for 
action  was  made  of  the  infantry,  a  part  of  which  was  assaulted  before 
being  fairly  in  line.  The  light  histed  less  than  one  hour  and  a  half. 
The  loss  was  about  150  in  killed  and  wounded.  Two  brigades  of  our 
troops,  under  Colonel  Harlan,  were  at  Oastalian  Springs,  only  9  miles 
distant  from  the  scene,  but  their  commander  had  no  intimation  of  an 
anticipated  attack  from  Colonel  Moore,  who  commanded  at  Hartsville, 
or  he  could  have  moved  forward,  so  as  to  be  able  to  co-operate  immedi- 
ately upon  the  morning  of  the  fight.  Colonel  Moore,  One  hundred  and 
tcurth  Illinois,  the  brigade  commander,  was  a  prisoner  at  the  time  the 
within  documents  were  submitted,  and  his  own  report  does  not,  there- 
fore, appear;  but,  from  the  evidence  given,  the  disaster  seems  to  be  at- 
tributable mainly  to  his  ignorance  or  negligence. 

W.  S.  EOSEOEAKS, 
Major- General^  Commanding  Department 

February  13, 1863. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  Colonel  Moore,  One  hundred  and  fourth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  be  dismissed  the  service  for  neglect  of  duty,  in  not 
properly  preparing  for  the  enemy^s  attack  on  Hartsville,  Tenn.* 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief, 

Approved: 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


No.  2. 


Return  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces  engaged  at  Hartsville^  Tenn,y 

December  7,  1862. 

[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casnalties,  returns,  &o.) 


Command. 


104tli  niinois  Infautry 

2d   Indiana  Cavalry 

13th  Indiana  Battery  (section) 

11th  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Company 

106th  Ohio  Infantry 

108th  Ohio  Infantry 


Killed. 


Total 


a 


25 


20 
10 


56 


Wounded. 


o 


0 

a 
I 


126 


38 
30 


196 


(yaptnred  or 
missing. 


<9 
O 

o 


23 

11 

1 

2 

16 

20 


i 

S 


I 


545 
346 
22 
42 
413 
393 


73  I  1,761 


5 


724 
357 
26 
44 
492 
453 


2,096 


Officers  killed. — Capts.  AVilllam  T.  Gholson  and  Hermann  Reintanz,  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio. 
Officeus  moutally  WOUNDKD.—Lieuts.  Moses  lil.  Randolph  and  Milton  Str.iwn,  One  hundred  and 
fourth  Illinois. 


*  Colonel  Moore  was  not  dismissed  tlie  service ;  his  resignation  was  accepted  on 
account  of  disability,  to  take  effect  September  9,  1863,  by  Special  Field  Orders,  No. 
244,  Paragraph  1,  from  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  of  that  date. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Maj.  William  McMichael^  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  8. 

Army.  | 

Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

The  battle  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  which  resulted  in  the  defeat  and  sur-  I 

render  of  the  United  States  troops  at  that  place,  occurred  December  7. 

Our  forces  consisted  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland (One  hundred  and  sixth  and  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry),  with  the 
Second  Indiana  Cavalry  and  a  section  of  Nicklin's  (Thirteenth  Indiana) 
battery.  The  Eleventh  Kentucky  Cavalry  is  mentioned  in  one  of  the 
reports  as  having  a  small  force  in  action. 

No  official  report  of  this  fight  is  furnished  from  the  officer  who  com- 
manded. The  accounts  are  from  officers  of  the  several  commands  en- 
gaged.   Their  substance  is  as  follows  : 

Major  Hill,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  relates  that,  on  the  6th,  scouts 
were  out,  and  no  signs  of  the  enemy  appeared.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th,  the  enemy  appeared,  and  immediately  advanced  upon  and 
attacked  our  force.  Major  Hill  represents  the  cavalry  as  having  be- 
haved with  gallantry. 

Ool.  E.  M.  McCook,  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  in  submitting  this 
account,  says  jfche  Second  Indiana  Cavalry  and  One  hundred  and  fourth 
Illinois  Infantry  "fought  gallantly;  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
fled  disgracefully,  leaving  their  comrades  to  make  a  hopeless  fight 
against  superior  numbers."  Colonel  McCook  was  not  in  the  action, 
but  derived  his  opinion  from  the  testimony  of  individuals  who  had  par- 
ticipated in  it. 

Captain  Wadleigh,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry ;  Cap- 
tain Good,  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  Lieut.  Col. 
Gustavus  Tafel,  commanding  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  Infantry, 
each  present  an  account  of  the  part  taken  by  his  own  regiment,  and  all 
agree  in  stating  that  the  commands  with  which  they  served  behaved 
unexceptionably.  All  accounts  agree  that  the  enemy  were  in  sight 
before  any  disposition  to  receive  their  attack  was  made.  The  troops 
assembled  hurriedly.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  surprise,  but  sufficient 
time  elapsed  to  form  our  men  in  line. 

The  fight  lasted  one  hour  and  a  quarter,  having  commenced  between 
6.30  and  7  a.  m.  Colonel  Moore,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, commanded  our  forces  in  the  action. 

At  Castalian  Springs,  9  miles  from  Hartsville,  two  brigades  of  our 
troops  were  encamped.  The  first  intelligence  they  had  of  this  action 
was  the  sound  of  firing.  They  moved  forward  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Hartsville  force.  The  firing  having  ceased,  and,  anticipating  an  attack, 
they  formed  in  line  of  battle  IJ  miles  before  Hartsville  ;  but  their  com- 
mander, Colonel  Harlan,  having  observed  a  column  of  smoke  in  the 
direction  of  the  Hartsville  camp,  again  moved  rapidly  forward ;  found 
our  troops  had  surrendered  and  the  enemy  in  retreat,  but  succeeded  in 
recai)turing  a  part  of  our  force  and  property. 

Colonel  Harlan  is  of  opinion  that  the  enemy  crossed  the  Cumberland 
on  the  night  of  the  6th,  and  encam])ed.  He  received  no  intimation  of 
an  attack  from  Colonel  Moore,  or  he  could  have  co-operated  to  resist  it. 
The  enemy's  force  is  said  to  have  consisted  of  three  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, Gano's  and  Bennett's  cavalry,  a  battalion  of  Texan  Rangers,  and 
eight  pieces  of  artillery.    Two  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of 
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cavalry,  and  a  battery  were  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  They 
did  not  participate  in  the  action,  the  artillery  being  alone  engaged  in 
throwing  shell  into  our  camp. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  about  150,  the  majority  of  whom 
belonged  to  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

From  the  reports  submitted,  it  is  impossible  to  form  a  reliable  estimate 
of  the  conduct  of  the  respective  regiments,  each  officer  reporting  being 
disposed  to  give  a  favorable  account  of  the  action  of  the  command  to 
which  he  was  attached ;  but  the  following  facts  are  apparent :  First, 
the  attack  was  unexpected,  and  no  intelligence  had  been  sent  to,  or 
effort  made  to  co-operate  with,  the  two  brigades  of  the  United  States 
forces,  stationed  only  9  miles  distant  from  the  scene  of  action ;  secondly, 
the  fight  lasted  only  one  hour  and  a  quarter.  If  the  troops  had  either 
retreated  or  made  a  longer  resistance,  they  could  have  fallen  back  to  or 
been  joined  by  the  troops  above  alluded  to,  when  our  forces  would  have 
outnumbered  the  enemy. 

W.  McMIOHAEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Col,  John  M,  Harl^an,  Tenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade,  First  Division. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Camp  near  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  December  12, 1862. 

Captain  :  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant,  about  7.30  o^clock,  I 
heard  cannonading  very  distinctly  in  the  direction  of  Harts ville,  at  which 
place  was  stationed  the  Thirty-ninth  Brigade,  of  General  Dumont's 
division,  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  Nicklin's  bat- 
tery, all  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Moore,  One  hundred  and  fourth 
Illinois.  You  will  remember  that  at  that  time  four  regiments  of  my  bri- 
gade (the  Tenth  Indiana,  Fourth  Kentucky,  Tenth  Kentucky,  and  Sev- 
enty-fourth Indiana)  and  my  battery  (South wick's),  and  also  Colonel 
Miller's  brigade,  of  Dumont's  division,  were  encamped  at  Castalian 
Springs,  9  miles  from  Hartsville,  and  7^  miles  from  Gallatin. 

As  soon  as  the  cannonading  commenced,  I  dispatched  a  courier  to 
Hartsville,  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing.  At  the  same  time  I  dis- 
patched another  courier  in  the  same  direction,  with  orders  to  proceed 
rapidly  up  the  road,  and  if  he  heard  musketry,  or  could  learn  any  facts 
which  indicated  that  a  fight  was  probably  going  on  at  Hartsville,  to  re- 
turn with  all  possible  speed  to  my  camp  and  report.  Simultaneously  with 
this,  I  directed  each  regiment  of  my  brigade  to  be  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  notice.  Within  a  very  short  while  after  the  last  courier 
was  started,  I  received  information  from  Captain  Hudnall  (Fourth  Ken- 
tucky), commanding  the  picket  company  on  the  Hartsville  road  (nearly 
a  mile  distant  from  camp),  to  the  effect  that  he  thought  he  could 
hear  heavy  muslictry  in  the  direction  of  Hartsville.  I  communicated  at 
once  the  fact  to  Colonel  Miller,  whose  brigade  belonged  to  the  same 
division  as  Colonel  Moore's,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  his  march- 
ing his  brigade  to  Hartsville  as  rapidly  as  the  men  could  go,  preceded 
by  the  small  detachment  of  the  Seventh  Kentucky  Cavalry  (Major 
Faulkner),  then  at  Castalian  Springs,  and  under  his  immediate  com- 
mand. This  suggestion  Colonel  Miller  promptly  adopted,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  on  the  march.    I  followed  immediately  and  rapidly  after 
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him  with  the  Tenth  Kentucky  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Hays)  and  the  Sev- 
enty-fourth Indiana  (Colonel  Chapman),  and  four  pieces  of  Southwick's 
battery,  leaving  the  Fourth  Kentucky  (Colonel  Croxton)  and  the  Tenth 
Indiana  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Carroll),  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  in 
camp  at  Castalian  Springs,  to  guard  my  own  as  well  as  Colonel  Miller's 
camp,  and  to  resist  any  attack  upon  that  point.  My  intention  was  to 
go  within  3  or  4  miles  of  Hartsville,  and  thus  keep  within  supporting 
distance  both  of  my  own  men,  at  the  springs,  and  of  Colonel  Miller  in 
his  advance  to  Hartsville.  I  left  orders  for  the  Fourth  Kentucky  and 
Tenth  Indiana  to  be  in  constant  readiness  to  obey  any  summons  which 
I  might  send  back  to  them. 

When  I  arrived  within  about  3  miles  of  Hartsville,  word  was  sent  to 
me  from  the  front  that  some  of  the  enemy  were  seen  ahead,  and  a  re- 
quest from  Colonel  MiUer  that  I  would  come  forward  rapidly  with  my 
men  and  assume  command,  as  there  were  some  indications  of  a  fight. 
This  summons  was  obeyed.  I  went  in  person  to  the  front  and  assumed 
command.  My  regiments,  already  moving  rapidly,  increased  their  pace, 
and  marched  as  fast  as  men  ever  marched.  Believing,  from  the  informa- 
tion received,  that  the  enemy  would  resist  us,  I  sent,  before  going  to  the 
front,  an  order  back  for  the  Fourth  Kentucky  to  join  me  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, which  order  was  obeyed  with  the  utmost  alacrity. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  front,  I  found  that  Colonel  Miller's  brigade  had 
formed  in  line  of  battle  about  IJ  miles  this  side  of  Hartsville.  His  bat- 
tery was  in  position,  and  had,  previous  to  my  arrival,  fired  one  or  two 
shells  into  the  wood  beyond,  where  some  of  the  enemy  were  seen.  Up 
to  that  time  we  had  not  met  a  single  straggler  on  the  entire  route.  Ko 
one  could  be  seen  to  give  any  information  as  to  what  had  happened. 
The  firing  had  ceased  some  little  while  before  this.  Whether  the  enemy 
had  been  repulsed  and  had  retired,  or  whether  our  entire  force  had  been 
captured,  we  could  not  tell.  Just  then,  however,  from  an  eminence  near 
by,  I  observed  a  dense  smoke  rising  from  the  direction  of  Colonel  Moore's 
camp.  I  then  became  satisfied  that  all  had  been  lost,  and  that  my  only 
chance  was  to  push  forward,  and,  if  possible,  catch  the  enemy  before  he 
crossed  the  river,  and  thereby  also  save  some  of  our  captured  men,  A 
rapid  advance  was  ordered ;  we  moved  across  the  country  directly  to- 
ward Colonel  Moore's  camp,  which  was  also  the  shortest  route  to  the 
ford,  near  Hartsville,  where  the  rebels  would  necessarily  recross  the 
river. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Faulkner's  cavalry  at  Colonel  Moore's  camp^ 
which  was  about  400  yards  from  the  ford,  and  in  full  view  of  it,  some 
of  the  rebel  cavalry  were  seen  crossing  the  river,  and  had  some  of  our 
teams  with  them.  They  were  fired  upon  by  Faulkner's  men,  when  they 
abandoned  the  wagons  and  fled  precipitately  across  the  river.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  rebel  cavalry  who  were  seen  crossing  the  river,  I  observed 
myself  several  hundred  rebel  cavalry  on  the  hill  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river,  moving  off  on  the  Lebanon  road.  Each  of  them  appeared  to 
have  a  man  behind  him  on  his  horse.  I  ordered  Nicklin's  battery,  of 
Miller's  brigade,  to  fire  across  at  the  retiring  rebels,  which  order  was 
promptly  obeyed,  and  resulted  in  the  killing  of  a  few  of  the  rebels,  as  I 
was  afterward  informed.  Pursuit  was  utterly  impracticable ;  it  would 
have  required  at  least  an  hour  and  a  half  to  cross  the  river  at  that  point 
and  ascend  the  high  bank  on  the  south  side.  The  enemy,  as  I  learned, 
recrossed  their  infantry,  as  well  as  their  prisoners,  with  the  horses  of 
their  cavalry.  In  addition  to  all  this,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
cross  the  river  with  the  force  then  at  my  disposal,  being  entirely  unad- 
vised as  to  what  strength  the  enemy  had  on  the  south  side  in  reserve. 
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Some  of  our  wounded  officers  expressed  to  me  the  opinion  (which  I 
think  is  sustained  by  subsequent  developments)  that  the  rebels  had  on 
the  south  side  a  reserve  force,  which  had  not  crossed,  but  were  near 
enough  in  an  emergency  to  have  assisted  those  who  made  the  attack 
upon  Moore.  This  was  the  opinion  of  Major  Hill,  of  the  Second  Indiana 
Cavalry.  These  facts,  in  connection  with  the  time  which  would  neces- 
sarily be  occupied  in  crossing,  induced  me,  upon  consultation  with  my 
brother  officers,  to  abandon  all  further  pursuit. 

I  found  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  before  our  arrival  in  running 
across  the  river  all  the  wagons  and  mules  of  Colonel  Moore's  brigade 
and  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  except  11  wagons  and  13  mules,  which 
were  recaptured.  A  large  number  of  the  tents  had  been  burned  and  a 
large  nuntber  of  the  guns  of  our  men  had  been  taken  oft'  by  the  rebels. 

Deeming  it  my  duty  to  save  as  much  of  the  public  property  of  Colo- 
nel Moore's  brigade  as  I  could,  I  sent  back  to  Castalian  Springs,  and 
ordered  up  25  wagons  from  Colonel  Miller's  and  my  brigades,  with  which 
to  carry  off  the  recaptured  property.  The  wagons  arrived  about  dark, 
and  were  immediately  loaded,  when  Colonel  Miller  and  I  returned  with 
them  to  our  camp,  at  Castalian  Springs. 

The  Tenth  Kentucky  Regiment,  of  my  brigade,  having  arms  which 
were,  in  many  respects,  very  defective,  and  in  some  respects  entirely 
useless  to  them,  they  were  allowed  to  take  out  of  the  lot  of  recaptured 
guns  309,  as  well  as  36,000  rounds  of  cartridges  to  suit  them.  That  regi- 
ment turned  over  its  old  guns  to  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  division,  and 
will  account  to  him  for  the  guns  retained,  as  above  stated.  This  step 
was  absolutely  necessary,  because  there  was  no  supply  of  ammunition 
on  hand  in  the  ammunition  train  of  the  division  to  suit  the  caliber  of 
their  guns  (.71J),  and  because  my  brigade  at  the  time  was  ordered  to 
Hartsville,  at  which  point  there  were  reasons  to  apprehend  that  we 
would  be  attacked  by  the  rebels.  The  exchange  will  add,  in  my  judg- 
ment, one-third  to  the  efficiency  of  that  regiment  in  battle.  If  this  step 
is  not  approved,  the  regiment  will  return  to  thf3  proper  officer,  if  ordered, 
all  the  guns  thus  received,  and  take  such  others  as  will  be  given  them. 
The  balance  of  the  ordnance  stores  recaptured  have  been  turned  over  to 
the  ordnance  officer  of  the  division. 

As  to  the  killed  and  wounded,  I  found  upon  the  field  55  dead  Union 
soldiers,  a  large  majority  of  whom  were  identified  by  papers  upon  their 
persons  as  belonging  to  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois.  These 
were  buried  by  details  from  Colonel  Miller's  and  my  commands.  Among 
those  killed  was  Captain  Gholson,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  (as 
I  learn)  of  Colonel  Moore's  brigade.  He  was  the  only  Union  officer 
killed  and  left  on  the  field. 

We  found  on  the  field  15  dead  rebels,  who  were  also  buried,  among 
whom  were  3  officers.  One  of  them  was  identified  as  Lieutenant 
Rogers,  of  Bullitt  County,  Kentucky,  and  another.  Lieutenant  Thomas, 
of  Hardin  County,  Kentucky. 

The  total  wounded  on  our  side  amounted  to  nearly  100,  a  majority  of 
whom  belonged  to  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois.  I  have  already 
inclosed  to  you  a  list  of  their  names.  They  are  all  at  Hartsville,  except 
such  as  have  been  moved  away.  Those  there  now,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, as  I  learned  from  the  surgeon  in  charge,  could  not  be  moved.  I 
left  them  as  comfortably  provided  for  as  could  be  expected  under  the 
circumstances. 

Quite  a  lot  of  provisions  was  saved,  all  of  which  I  left  for  the  use  of 
the  wounded,  except  1,236  pounds  of  bacon,  470  pounds  of  rice,  and  a 
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small  quantity  of  salt,  beans,  and  hard  bread,  which  were  turned  over  to 
my  brigade  commissary,  who  will  account  for  them.  One  of  the  cap- 
tured wagons,  with  4  mules,  was  left  with  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the 
wounded,  to  be  used  to  haul  wood  for  them. 

I  found  in  a  house  near  the  battle-field  wounded  rebels,  whom  I 
paroled,  and  a  roll  of  which  I  have  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General 
of  the  United  States  Army.  I  forward  also  to  you  a  list  of  said  rebels, 
to  be  forwarded,  if  necessary,  to  department  headquarters.  This  list 
includes  some  wounded  rebels,  found  upon  my  return  to  Hartsville  on 
the  10th  instant. 

I  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  exact  number  of  rebels  killed  and 
wounded,  but  I  did  ascertain  that  they  removed  most  of  their  wounded 
and  some  of  their  killed ;  and  from  all  1  could  gather  it  is  quite  proba- 
ble that  the  number  of  rebels  killed  and  wounded,  if  it  did  not  exceed, 
at  least  equaled  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side. 

The  rebel  force  engaged  amounted  to  not  less  than  five  regiments 
and  one  battery.  Two  of  the  regiments  were  the  Second  and  Ninth 
Kentucky  (rebel)  Infantry,  of  General  Hanson's  brigade,  and  three  were 
from  Morgan's  cavalry  brigade,  and  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
there  were  other  rebel  regiments  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  in  close 
supporting  distance.  Some  of  our  wounded  officers  assure  me  that  they 
saw  this  force.  If  such  a  force  was  there,  it  was,  no  doubt,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  the  ford,  while  the  rebel  troops  retired  across  the  river 
after  the  fight  had  concluded.  The  entire  rebel  force  on  the  field  was 
under  the  immediate  command  of  Morgan. 

The  average  number  of  cartridges  found  to  be  missing  out  of  the 
three  hundred  and  odd  cartridge-boxes  saved  was  about  six,  and  in  a 
very  large  number  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  cartridges  missing. 
Fully  three-fourths  of  the  guns  recaptured  were  loaded,  and  many  of 
them  capped. 

The  rebels  crossed  the  river  during  the  night  of  the  6th,  at  two 
places,  a  few  miles  below  Hartsville.  The  infantry  crossed  at  a  ferry. 
They  were  most  of  the  night,  as  I  learned,  in  crossing.  They  united 
a  short  distance  from  Hartsville,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  between 
the  camp  of  Colonel  Moore  and  the  Gallatin  and  Hartsville  pike.  The 
fight  lasted  about  an  tour — probably  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  uot  longer. 
The  enemy  captured  and  took  with  them  two  pieces  of  ISTicklin's  battery, 
which  had  been  sent  to  Hartsville  but  a  few  days  previous  to  the  fight. 
These  two  pieces  had  evidently  been  well  served,  since  I  found  upon 
the  field  two  caissons  of  the  rebel  battery  entirely  disabled.  From 
Hartsville  a  plain,  direct  road  leads  to  the  two  points  where  the  rebels 
crossed  the  river. 

I  did  not  receive  at  any  time  during  the  night  of  the  6th  any  inti- 
mation firom  the  commandant  at  Hartsville  that  the  enemy  was  cross- 
ing near  his  camp.  Had  I  known,  or  even  suspected,  that  such  was 
the  case ;  or  had  I  been  advised  even  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
7th,  of  the  approach  of  the  rebels ;  or  had  the  force  at  Hartsville  held 
out  but  a  little  longer,  the  result  in  either  case  might  have  been  very 
different.  In  marching  to  Hartsville  I  did  so  without  any  specific 
orders ;  but  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  the 
force  stationed  there,  if  attacked  by  the  enemy  j  and  I  am  very  sure  that 
both  Colonel  Miller  and  myself,  as  well  as  our  respective  commands,  did 
all  that  men  could  do  to  reach  Hartsville  in  time  to  aid  our  brethren. 

I  do  not  deem  it  my  duty  to  express  in  this  official  report  any  opinion 
which  I  may  have  in  regard  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the  unfortunate 
disaster  at  Hartsville.    That  opinion  might  do. injustice  to  the  officers 


Chap.  XXXH.]  ACIION  AT  HARTSVILLE,  TENN.  51 

and  men,  whose  conduct  may  be  the  subject  of  inquiry  before  a  proper 
tribunal.     My  sole  purpose  has  been,  in  compliance  with  the  order  of  the 
division  commander,  to  give  such  iacts  as  my  visit  to  Hartsville  elicited. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  HARLi.N, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade, 

Oapt.  Edward  G.  Denig, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Col,  Edward  M,  McCooTc,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding 

First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

December  14,  1862. 

Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  colonel  com 
manding  the  division,  asking  for  all  the  information  I  have  gained  con- 
cerning the  iate  affair  at  Hartsville,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy 
of  the  official  report  of  Maj.  Samuel  Hill,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry.  He 
embodies  only  a  history  of  the  part  taken  by  his  regiment  in  the  en- 
gagement. From  unofficial  statements,  made  by  various  officers  and 
men,  I  am  satisfied  that,  while  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  and 
Second  Indiana  Cavalry  fought  gallantly,  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  fled  disgracefully,  and  left  their  comrades  to  make  a  hopeless 
fight  against  superior  numbers. 

Paroled  men  tell  me  that  many  of  the  persons  who  had  come  within 
our  lines  at  Hartsville,  and  claimed  i)rotection  as  refugee  conscripts, 
were  in  the  enemy's  ranks,  and  employed  guarding  them  on  their  way 
to  Murfreesborough.  They  assure  me  that  there  can  be  no  mistake,  for 
they  recognized  them  distinctly.  Does  not  this  convey  the  lesson  that 
none  of  those  who  come  to  us  and  claim  protection  as  refugees,  or  ask 
privileges  as  citizens,  are  to  be  trusted  %  Clothed  in  the  peaceful  garb 
of  the  citizen,  they  enter  our  cami)s  and  pass  through  our  lines,  and  the 
citizen's  dress  is  generally  but  the  disguise  of  a  spy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWAED  M.  McCOOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Lieut.  M.  B.  Chamberlain, 

Actg,  Asst,  Adjt,  Gen,j  First  Cavalry  Division, 


No.  G. 

Report  of  Maj,  Samuel  Rill,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Camp  Eosecrans,  near  Nashville, 

December  13,  1862, 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  state- 
ment of  facts  in  relation  to  the  disaster  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  on  the  7th 
instant: 

On  the  6th,  scouts  were  made  on  all  the  roads  approaching  riartsyUle, 
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and,  at  4  o'clock  of  that  day,  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  was  not  occnpied  by  the 
enemy,  nor  were  there  any  indications  of  an  advance  of  their  forces. 

At  6.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  couriers  announced  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  on  the  old  Lebanon  road,  and  immediately  after 
they  appeared  in  view  at  a  distance  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  and  com- 
menced to  form  tlieir  columns  for  attack.  The  Second  Indiana  Cav- 
alry, commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stewart,  was  ordered  out,  dis- 
mounted, to  defend  the  camp,  with  the  exception  of  Company  G,  which 
was  mounted,  and  was  ordered  forward,  to  commence  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy.  The  infantry  was  ordered  to  form  line,  their  flanks  resting  on 
the  heads  of  two  ravines ;  and,  on  the  line  being  formed,  the  Second  In- 
diana was  ordered  to  return  to  camp,  mount,  and  then  take  position  to 
protect  the  flanks  of  the  infantry.  Up  to  this  time,  from  a  half  to  three- 
fourths  of  an  hour,  no  attack  had  been  made  on  our  lines,  and  no  fight- 
ing done,  except  by  the  skirmishers  of  Company  G,  Second  Indiana,  a 
portion  of  whom  were  captured  by  venturing  too  far,  among  them  Lieu- 
tenant Parsley,  who  commanded  the  company. 

The  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artillery  simul- 
taneously, while  overwhelming  numbers  of  their  cavalry  showed  them- 
selves upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  our  position.  These  we  managed  to 
hold  in  check  during  the  engagement,  and  prevented  them  from  mate- 
rially assisting  their  infantry  in  their  attack  on  ours. 

I  have  thus  stated  the  part  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry  took  in  the 
engagement,  though  they  resisted  the  enemy  between  a  quarter  and 
half  an  hour  after  our  main  force  had  surrendered. 

The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  the  Second  and  Mnth  Kentucky  and 
Eighteenth  Tennessee  Infantry;  Colonel  Duke's,  Colonel  Gano's,  and 
Colonel  Bennett's  cavalry,  and  one  battalion  Texas  Rangers.  Their 
artillery  force  consisted  of  four  rifled  6-pounders,  two  12-pounder  howit- 
zers, and  two  small  rifled  pieces,  caliber  unknown. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  there  were  in  view  one  regiment  of 
cavalry,  two  of  infantry,  and  a  battery  of  six  pieces,  two  of  which  were 
rifled.  The  artillery  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  during  the  engage- 
ment was  occupied  in  shelling  our  camp  and  cavalry. 

In  consequence  of  my  hand  being  disabled  by  a  gun-shot  wound,  I 
authorize  John  Schooler  to  affix  my  signature. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  HILL, 
Major  Second  Indicma  Cavalry, 

Col.  E.  M.  MoCooK, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 


NaT. 


Report  of  Col,  Absalom  B.  Moore^  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois 
Infantry,  commanding  Thirty-ninth  Brigade, 

Headquarters  104th  REaiMENT  Illinois  Infantry, 
Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  III.,  February  26, 1863. 
General  :  Having  been  exchanged  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  released 
from  my  confinement  in  a  rebel  prison,  I  hasten  to  give  you  my  report 
of  the  battle  of  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  which  occurred  December  7,  1862. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth 
lUiaoia  Infantry,  One  kundred  and  sixth  and  One  handred  and  tiglitli 
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Ohio  Infantry,  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  one  company  of  the  Eleventh 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  a  section  of  Captain  Nicklin's  Indiana  battery, 
was  placed  under  my  command  on  the  2d  day  of  December,  1862,  in 
consequence  of  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  Nineteenth  Illinois,  who  was  com- 
manding the  brigade,  returning  to  his  regiment. 

I  entered  upon  my  duties,  and  did  all  that  I  could  to  be  in  readiness 
if  we  should  be  attacked.  Our  position  on  the  banks  of  the  Cumberland 
River  was  the  same  occupied  by  the  brigade  that  was  there  before  our 
arrival  from  Tompkinsville,  Ky.  The  vedette  and  picket  stations  were 
selected  by  Colonel  Scott  before  he  gave  up  the  command.  Upon  my 
taking  command,  I  increased  the  vedette  and  picket  force,  and  every  pos- 
sible avenue  of  approach  to  our  camp  was  well  guarded,  the  vedettes 
being  about  1^  miles  and  the  pickets  one-half  mile  from  camp.  The 
country  for  miles  was  scouted  every  day  by  the  cavalry  force  of  my  com- 
mand, and  every  precaution  was  used  to  give  us  timely  warning  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  attack  us. 

On  Saturday  night,  December  6,  1862,  General  John  H.  Morgan,  of 
the  rebel  army,  started  from  Baird's  Mills,  8  miles  south  of  Lebanon, 
Tenn.,  and  25  from  Hartsville,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  me  at  Harts- 
ville.  His  force  consisted  of  six  regiments  of  cavalry,  two  regiments  of 
mfantry  (the  Second  and  Mnth  Kentucky),  and  fourteen  pieces  of  artil 
lery.  Besides  this  overwhelming  force,  the  citizens  between  Hartsville 
and  Lebanon  joined  the  rebel  force,  until  they  numbered  between  5,000 
and  6,000  men.  This  force,  with  the  exception  of  about  1,000  cavalry, 
crossed  the  Cumberland  River,  under  cover  of  night,  between  our  posi- 
tion and  that  of  the  force  stationed  at  Castalian  Springs.  The  advance 
guard  of  the  rebels  were  dressed  in  the  Federal  uniform,  and  succeeded 
in  deceiving  my  vedettes  and  capturing  them  without  firing  a  gun.  The 
enemy  then  pushed  on  with  their  entire  force  toward  our  camp.  The 
pickets  gave  the  alarm,  and  held  the  rebels  in  check  until  my  force  was 
in  line  of  battle  and  ready  to  receive  them.  The  brigade  [fell J  promptly 
in  line,  and  commenced  the  battle  by  attacking  the  enemy  before  he  had 
time  to  form.  The  infantry  force  of  the  rebels  were  mounted  on  horses, 
behind  the  cavalry.  The  entire  rebel  force  dismounted  about  1  mile 
from  camp  and  fought  as  infantry,  with  the  exception  of  Bennett's  cav- 
alry, which  dashed  iuto  the  town  of  Hartsville  to  capture  Company  A, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois,  who  were  acting  provost  guard 
of  the  town.  The  1,000  cavalry  before  mentioned  parted  from  the  main 
body  and  crossed  the  river  8  miles  north  of  the  camp,  but  this  latter 
force  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  participate  in  the  fight,  but  succeeded  in 
capturing  the  cowards  who  had  deserted  us  in  the  time  of  need. 

My  force  consisted  of  about  450  men  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth 
Illinois,  250  effective  men  each  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  and  One 
hundred  and  eighth  Ohio,  280  men  of  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry  and 
the  Eleventh  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  a  section  of  artillery — 1,800  men. 
I  had  sent  on  Saturday,  December  6,  1862,  to  Gallatin,  as  a  guard  to 
our  provision  train,  three  companies  of  infantry,  one  company  of  cav- 
alry, and  30  mounted  infantrymen,  amounting  to  nearly  200  men,  and 
a  great  many  being  sick  in  hospital  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  left  me  but 
the  small  force  of  about  1,200  men  to  contend  with  5,000  of  the  rebels 
and  their  artillery  of  fourteen  guns,  and  some  of  them  12-pounders. 

The  battle  commenced  about  6.45  a.  m.,  and  continued  until  8.30  a.  m., 
one  hour  and  three-quarters.  The  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois 
fought  heroically,  and  maintained  their  position.  The  Second  Indiana 
Cavalry  and  the  Eleventh  Kentucky  Cavalry  also  did  nobly.  The  One 
hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  acted  shamefully,  and  left  us  in  the  midst  of 
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the  fight,  many  of  the  men  running  for  shelter  in  the  tents  of  the  One 
hundred  and  eighth  Ohio,  which  were  in  the  rear  of  our  line  of  battle. 
All  efforts  of  myself  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stewart,  of  the  Second 
Indiana  Cavalry,  to  rally  them  were  unavailing. 

The  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio,  being  entirely  destitute  of  field 
officers,  fought  well  for  a  short  time,  but  were  soon  thrown  into  confusion 
and  retreated,  although  Captain  Piepho  and  other  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment did  their  utmost  to  keep  the  men  in  front  of  the  enemy  and  to 
stand  their  ground.  The  section  of  artillery  under  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Green  did  good  execution,  and  all  men  connected  with  the  battery 
did  their  duty  nobly  and  bravely. 

After  the  battle  had  raged  fiiriously  for  some  time,  and  seeing  the 
rebels  in  front  commence  wavering  under  the  severe  and  deadly  fire  of 
my  men,  I  gave  the  order  to  charge,  feeling  confident  that  we  could  cut 
our  way  through  the  rebel  ranks.  Immediately  upon  giving  the  order,  the 
stampede  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  commenced,  which  then  brought 
a  tremendous  fire  upon  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio,  they  being  the 
center,  and  were  soon  flanked  on  the  right,  and  gave  way  in  confusion. 
I  withdrew  the  order  to  charge,'' and  directed  the  One  hundred  and 
fourth  to  hold  the  rebels  in  check  until  I  drew  our  guns,  now  entirely 
unsupported  on  the  right,  to  another  position.  They  did  so.  The  guns 
were  moved  on  the  top  of  the  bluff,  on  the  edge  of  the  river,  about  200 
yards  from  their  former  position.  I  then  ordered  the  One  hundred  and 
sixth  and  One  hundred  and  eighth  to  form  by  the  guns,  but  they  were 
so  scattered  that  it  was  impossible  to  expect  any  further  assistance  from 
them.  I  then  ordered  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  to  fall  back  to  the 
guns,  which  they  did  in  good  order,  contesting  every  inch  of  the  ground. 
After  arriving  at  the  guns,  and  forming  in  our  new  position,  and  many 
of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  being  killed  and  wounded,  and  being  now 
completely  surrounded,  and  one-half  my  force  captured  by  deserting 
their  position  without  orders,  I  was  compelled  to  surrender,  as  fighting 
longer  would  only  increase  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded,  as  we 
were  contending  against  a  force  of  ten  to  one  after  forming  in  our  new 
line  of  battle.  I  am  unable  to  give  you  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded, 
but  presume  that  during  my  absence  as  a  prisoner  of  war  you  have  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  other  sources.  The  rebel  loss,  according  to 
their  own  statement  to  me,  was  about  400  in  killed  and  wounded,  the 
greater  part  of  whom  were  carried  from  the  field. 

I  have  given  you  a  correct  history  of  the  battle,  and  I  did  suppose 
that  after  fighting  for  one  and  three-quarter  hours  we  would  certainly 
receive  re-enforcements,  and  had  they  come  to  us  promptly  from  Cas- 
talian  Springs  the  result  would  have  been  different.  I  indulged  the 
hope,  and  encouraged  the  men  to  fight  one  hour  and  we  would  be  re- 
enforced,  but,  after  one  and  three-quarter  hours'  hard  fighting,  we  were 
compelled  to  surrender,  and  another  hour  passed  before  we  were  marched 
out  of  camp,  and  still  no  help.  To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stewart  and 
Major  Hill,  of  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry ;  jOaptain  Slater,  of  the 
Eleventh  Kentucky  Cavalry;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hapeman  and  Major 
Widmer,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois,  and  all  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  foregoing  regiments  and  companies,  who  acted  with  great 
coolness  and  bravery  upon  the  battle-field,  and  to  each  and  to  all  of 
them,  I  feel  indebted  for  aiding  and  assisting  me  in  our  struggle  to  over- 
come the  enemy,  and  had  our  comrades  remained  firm  we  could  have 
held  out  until  re-enforcements  arrived.  Captain  Piepho,  of  the  One 
hundred  and  eighth,  also  performed  his  duty  well.  Oapt.  W.  Y.  Ghol- 
8on,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  while  attempting  to  rally  the 
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One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio,  was  shot,  and  soon  expired.  He  was  a 
brave  and  noble  young  man.  Lieut.  Jacob  Dewald,  my  aide-de-camp, 
was  very  active  in  carrying  my  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field.  And,  in 
conclusion  of  this  part  of  my  report,  I  will  say  I  love  every  man  that 
fought ;  I  hate  every  dog  that  ran.  It  was  the  first  time  that  any  of 
the  infantry  regiments  engaged  in  the  battle  were  under  fire. 

I  respectfully  request  that,  when  the  officers  of  the  Second  Indiana 
Cavalry  are  released  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  the  lieutenant-colonel  and 
uiajor  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry  are  also  re- 
leased, you  will  give  me  a  court  of  inquiry  in  the  matter;  and  if  I 
have  done  anything  wrong,  or  neglected  any  duty,  I  am  willing  to  be 
censured,  but  I  have  a  consciousness  that  I  did  my  duty  the  best  I 
could.  I  also  wish  to  have  the  conduct  of  every  officer  who  ran  like  a 
coward  from  the  field  fully  inquired  into.  I  took  the  command  of  the 
brigade  on  the  2d  of  December,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  the 
fight  occurred.  I  had  never  received  any  orders  from  any  source  to 
take  command,  nor  instructions  from  any  source  whether  I  was  to  have 
command,  or  otherwise,  except  as  the  command  was  handed  over  to 
me  by  Colonel  Scott. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  direct  to  you,  learning  that 
General  Dumont  had  resigned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  MOOEE, 
Colonel  104:th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  Comdg.  39th  Brigade, 

Major-General  Eosecrans. 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Capt  John  Wadleigh,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry, 

December  7, 1862. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  absence  of  any  field  officer  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fourth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  action,  as  seen  by  myself.  I  would  refer  to 
the  accompanying  reports,  as  handed  in  by  the  officers  commanding 
companies,  and  designated  A,  B,  C,  &c.,  according  to  the  letters  of  said 
commands : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  December  7  our  camp  was  alarmed  by  the 
report  that  the  enemy  were  in  sight,  and  approaching  with  the  intention 
of  attacking;  soon  after  which  the  pickets  were  fired  upon,  and  returned 
the  fire  smartly,  contesting  the  ground  until  the  cavalry  and  minute-men 
could  be  deployed  as  skirmishers. 

Company  A  was  doing  provost  duty  in  town,  and  Company  H  was 
thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  cavalry.  I 
would  refer  to  letters  A  and  H  for  more  full  particulars  of  their  actions. 
Companies  B,  O  (D  in  part),  E,  F,  G,  and  I  were  early  on  the  ground, 
and  in  line  on  the  immediate  right  of  the  battery,  composed  of  one  sec- 
tion of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana.  Company  K  was  thrown  forward  as 
skirmishers,  but  soon  returned  into  line.  The  One  hundred  and  eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed  on  the  left,  and  to  support  the 
battery.  The  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  was 
ordered  to  the  right.  Thus  formed,  we  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
enemy. 

Soon  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  which,  until  this  time,  had  remained 
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masked,  opened  upon  us  furiously  with  six  guns.  The  action  then 
became  general  all  along  the  lines.  Soon  the  artillery  complained  that 
their  support  on  the  left  had  given  way.  It  also  became  apparent  that 
the  right  had  also  given  way,  so  that  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  waf* 
completely  flanked. 

The  ai^tillery  then  placed  one  gun  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fourth,  and  this  regiment  undertook  to  support  both  guns ;  but, 
after  sustaining  the  united  fire  of  two  regiments  of  Kentucky  infantry 
(the  Second  and  Mnth  veteran  troops),  for  something  like  thirty  minutes, 
they  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  did  so  in  some  little  confusion,  not, 
however,  until  orders  had  to  be  given  to  fall  back  by  the  field  officers. 
The  artillery  failed  for  some  reason  to  remove  the  gun  from  the  right 
flank,  and  the  officers  of  Company  B,  with  a  little  help,  dragged  the  gun 
from  its  position  down  the  declivity,  and  attempted  to  conceal  it ;  but 
the  movement  being  discovered  by  the  enemy,  a  shower  of  balls  was 
poured  upon  them,  and  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  idea.  The 
order  to  fall  back  was  immediately  followed  by  an  order  to  retire  to  the 
hill  and  support  the  remaining  gun,  and  most  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fourth  immediately  repaired  to  the  hill  and  attempted  to  stay  the  storm, 
which  was  now  setting  so  strongly  against  us ;  but  it  was  of  no  avail, 
for  after  a  very  severe  engagement  of  musketry  and  cannonading  for 
one  hour  and  twenty -five  minutes,  the  command  was  compelled  to  sur- 
render to  the  forces  of  John  Morgan  and  one  Duke. 

TotalkiUed 23 

Total  wounded 100 

Total  mieeing 12 

Aggregate* 135 

I  would  say  that  Company  A  had  a  very  warm  fight,  killing  5  and 
wounding  8  of  the  enemy  while  in  town,  and  losing  1  killed  and  2 
wounded. 

Captain  Leighton  (Company  A)  reports  that  he  was  attacked  by  one 
regiment  of  cavalry  and  two  companies  of  mounted  infantry. 

I  also  add  that,  during  the  time  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  they  were  shamefully  abused  by  the  said  enemy, 
by  not  being  half  fed,  and  by  having  their  clothing  striijped  from  them, 
by  order  of  one  John  Morgan.  Not  being  satisfied  with  taking  the 
overcoats  and  blankets  from  the  well,  they  stooped  to  the  meanness  of 
stripping  the  blankets  from  the  sick,  even  after  their  own  entreaty  had 
been  accompanied  by  that  of  the  officers  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth. 

All  of  wMch  I  would  most  respectfully  submit. 

,    JOHN  WADLEIGH, 
Captain,  Commanding  Company  J. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gabesoh]^, 

Chief  of  Staff  J  de. 


Na  9. 


Report  of  Lieut,  Robert  F.  Simpson,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois 

Infantry, 

Just  before  sunrise,  on  the  morning  of  December  7,  the  long-roll  was 
beaten.    Formed  my  company,  and  took  my  position  in  line  of  battle. 

*  Bat  see  revised  statement^  p.  45. 
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Regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hapeman,  marched 
from  color-line,  and  took  position  in  the  edge  of  some  heavy  timber. 
The  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  on  the  left,  One  hundred  and  fourtl 
in  the  center,  and  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  on  the  right.  Artillery 
(two  guns)  supported  by  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio.  Skirmishers 
thrown  out  in  proper  order  to  feel  for  the  enemy,  who  were  engaged 
but  a  few  minutes,  when  the  engagement  became  general.  Being  at  too 
great  a  distance  to  do  any  execution,  we  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  the 
enemy  still  firing  volley  after  volley,  our  artillery  playing  splendidly 
upon  them.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  appeared,  the  ofl&cer  commanding 
the  artillery  complained  that  the  One  hundred  and  sixth  had  fired  one 
volley  and  run.  The  One  hundred  and  fourth  still  kept  firing,  doing 
fine  execution.  After  we  had  been  engaged  half  an  hour,  one  of  my 
men  shot  down  the  enemy's  color- bearer.  At  this  I  observed  the  enemy 
fall  back  in  good  order.  About  this  time,  or  rather  while  t  his  was  taking 
place,  the  word  came  along  our  line  that  the  One  hundred  and  eighth 
had  retreated  on  the  run  and  surrendered.  The  enemy  then  closed  in 
upon  our  front  and  flanks,  and  poured  in  upon  us  an  unceasing  shower 
of  bullets.  The  artillery  was  ordered  to  the  rear,  and,  when  out  of  the 
way,  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  was  ordered  to  fall  back,  which  it 
did,  with  some  confusion.  We  returned  to  the  bank  of  the  Cumberland 
Eiver.  We  again  rallied  to  the  support  of  the  artillery,  but  it  was  in 
vain ;  we  were  alone,  and  the  enemy  was  upon  us  in  numbers  not  less, 
I  think,  than  three  to  one.  Our  men  stood  up  bravely  under  the  gall- 
ing fire,  and  fought  like  veterans  instead  of  raw  volunteers.  We  have 
been  in  the  service  but  little  over  three  months,  and  most  of  that  time 
we  have  been  on  the  march. 

To  save  the  lives,  which  would  have  been  a  vain  sacrifice,  Colonel 
Moore,  commanding  the  Thirty-ninth  Brigade,  surrendered  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fourth  and  the  artillery,  the  remainder  having  surrendered 
themselves.    The  action  lasted  one  hour  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

Of  our  lieutenant- colonel  and  major  I  think  they  deserve  the  highest 
praise  ,•  they  were  at  all  times  doing  their  utmost  to  encourage  the  men. 
Of  Colonel  Moore,  I  think  his  bravery  cannot  be  questioned,  and  I  am 
proud  of  being  anofiBcer  in  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

I  heard  the  rebel  General  Morgan  say  that  he  had  never  fought  any 
Federal  troops  who  stood  so  determinedly  as  did  the  One  hundred  and 
fourth ;  and  I  also  heard  him  say  that  had  the  other  regiments  fought 
as  we  did,  our  re-enforcements  would  have  arrived,  and  he  should  have 
had  to  retreat,  and  several  of  his  officers  said  the  same.  Of  the  cavalry 
in  our  command,  I  can  say  nothing,  as  I  did  not  see  them  during  the 
engagement. 

ROBEET  Y.  SIMPSOIS^, 
First  Lieut,,  Comdg,  Co,  G,  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Infty, 


No.  10. 


Eeport  of  Lieut,  Col,  Gustavus  Tafel^  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Becemler  12,  1862. 

Sm:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Hartsville,  on  Sunday,  December  7, 
instant : 

The  fisst  intimation  w©  had  of  any  threatened  atta  ck  was  by  some  one 
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crying  out  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  at  about  6.30  a.  m.,  "  Fall  in ;  they 
are  coujiug."  Some  few  shots  followed  the  warning.  I  immediately 
formed  my  regiment,  then  consisting  of  six  companies  (one  company 
being  off  on  special  duty  to  Gallatin  and  one  more  on  picket  and  bri- 
gade guard  duty,  in  the  opposite  direction  to  the  place  of  attack).  The 
regiment  fell  in  promptly,  and  formed  in  line  to  the  left  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  Kegiment,  as  indicated  by  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Gholson.  We  then  saw  the  enemy's  cavalry  formed  in  line  of  battle 
on  top  of  a  hill,  in  the  direction  of  the  Gallatin  road,  separated  by  a 
wide  gulf  from  our  position.  It  occurred  to  me  that  a  bald  hill,  com- 
manding both  i)ositions,  which  ran  out  on  our  right,  ought  to  be  taken 
possession  of,  and  suggested  such  a  movement  to  Colonel  Moore,  com- 
manding Thirty -ninth  Brigade..  He  concurred,  and  ordered  me  to  move 
in  that  direction.  When  I  had  marched  my  command  past  the  One 
hun()red  and  fourth  Illinois,  I  noticed  that  a  portion  of  the  One  hundred 
and  eighth  Eegiment  had  then  occupied  the  position  in  question.  On 
reporting  this,  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Moore  to  stay  where  I  was, 
thus  forming,  with  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  Eegiment,  the  right  of 
our  line  of  battle.  We  were  not  quite  done  taking  this  position  when 
our  right  wing  was  attacked  with  impetuosity  by  the  enemy's  infantry, 
which,  meantime,  had  deployed  in  our  front.  This  attack  was  preceded 
by  the  firing  of  their  artillery,  which,  on  account  of  its  bad  aim,  pro- 
duced no  effect  whatever.  The  men  behaved  very  well,  and  our  line 
advanced  somewhat  from  our  original  position,  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  directed.  One  gun  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Battery  now  arrived 
on  the  ground,  and  was  posted  right  in  the  center,  on  the  left  of  my 
command.  Colonel  Moore  then  ordered  the  whole  line  to  faU  back  to 
the  rear  of  the  gun,  and  he  experienced  some  diflficulty  in  making  my 
left  conform  to  such  order. 

Meanwhile  I  noticed  a  falling  back  on  my  right,  which  I  found  was 
occasioned  by  a  part  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  Regiment,  in  order 
to  meet  a  flank  movement  by  the  enemy's  dismounted  cavalry,  which 
advanced  on  us  through  the  wood.  Thus  the  fight  stood  for  some  time, 
until  our  piece  of  artillery,  after  achieving  fine  results,  and  blowing  up 
one  of  the  enemy's  caissons,  was  forced  to  retire,  on  account  of  its  loss 
of  men  and  horses,  caused  by  its  exposed  position.  The  cannon  was 
withdrawn  to  the  top  of  a  rocky  hill  in  rear  of  the  camps  of  all  the 
regiments  from  where  the  other  piece  was  playing  across  the  river. 
Simultaneously  Colonel  Moore  ordered  the  men  to  fall  back  upon  said 
hill.  The  flanking  movements  of  the  enemy,  however,  necessitated  me 
to  move  the  greater  part  of  my  men  along  the  edge  of  the  wood  on 
the  right,  where  the  enemy  had  long  tried  to  effect  an  opening. 

The  train  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  Eegiment  afforded  me  a 
fine  opportunity  to  check  the  enemy's  advance  on  our  right  flank,  and 
there  they  were  punished  severel5^  When,  however,  the  camps  of  the 
One  hundred  and  fourth  and  One  hundred  and  eighth  Eegiments  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  my  position  became  untenable,  and 
I  fell  back  with  the  men  upon  the  ridge  occupied  by  brigade  head 
quarters.  At  that  time  Colonel  Moore  had  already  surrendered  the 
battery  and  that  part  of  the  brigade  which  had  rallied  on  the  hill  back 
of  the  camps. 

At  this  juncture  men  came  riding  up,  wearing  United  States  uniforms, 
waving  their  hats  and  telling  us  to  surrender  like  the  rest ;  but  I  cried 
out  to  the  men  not  to  listen,  and  that  General  Dumont  was  near  with 
re  enforcements.    The  men  accordingly  made  another  stand,  but  were 
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quickly  surrounded  by  the  then  otherwise  wholly  disengaged  aggregate 
force  of  the  enemy.  A  part  only  made  their  escape  across  the  road, 
and  saved  the  regimental  colors  by  tearing  them  off  the  staff  and  hid- 
ing them  on  their  persons. 

With  one  solitary  exception,  all  the  officers  performed  their  duty 
unflinchingly  ;  and  the  men  also,  with  very  few  exceptions,  fought  like 
veterans.  Out  of  a  force  of  about  250  men,  I  had  22  killed,  42  wounded, 
and  10  missing.* 

The  Second  (rebel)  Kentucky  Infantry,  with  which  we  had  to  con- 
tend, according  to  their  account,  shows  a  loss  of  75  killed  and  wounded. 

The  above  is  a  true  and  correct  statement  of  the  fight  from  its  begin- 
ning, and,  as  in  this  connection  1  cannot  help  noticing  the  scandalous 
and  entirely  unfounded  reports  which  got  into  the  papers,  I  would  re- 
spectfully ask  you  to  cause  a  strict  investigation  of  the  facts  to  be  made. 

GUSTAYUS  TAFEL, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  Vol.  Infty. 

Colonel  Garesch^, 

A,  A.  G.,  and  Chief  of  Staff  of  Maj.  Gen.  Bosecran^s, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberla/nd, 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Gapt.  Carlo  Piepho,  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  Infantry, 

General  :  Allow  me  to  state  to  you  the  part  which  the  One  hundred 
and  eighth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  took  in  the  battle  at 
Hartsville,  Tenn.,  on  December  7,  1862.    . 

The  One  hundred  and  eighth,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Brigade,  was  encamped  on  the  west  side  of  the  brigade,  forming  the  right 
flank  of  the  battle-line.  The  camp  of  the  brigade,  which  was  situated 
on  a  rocky  hill,  about  1  mile  from  Hartsville,  rested,  to  its  left,  on  a  very 
steep  and  rocky  bank  of  the  Cumberland,  close  to  a  ford,  which  ford 
was  protected  by  two  pieces  of  artillery ;  in  front  of  the  camp,  a  dense 
grove  of  beech  wood  j  on  the  right,  the  turnpike  leading  from  Harts- 
ville to  Lebanon.  Another  ford  in  the  Cumberland,  between  the  camp 
and  town,  was  left  without  protection.  The  outposts  were  thrown  out 
about  a  half  mile  from  camp,  and  formed  a  line  from  the  bank  of  the 
Cumberland  about  one-half  mile  above  camp  to  another  point  of  the  river 
bank,  about  one-half  mile  below.  There  were  no  outposts  or  vedettes 
posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  where  several  roads  connected 
at  the  above-mentioned  ford,  between  camp  and  town.  The  road  lead- 
ing from  Hartsville  to  Gallatin  was  also  left  without  protection. 

Soon  after  reveille,  on  Sunday  morning,  December  7,  a  negro  serv- 
ant of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  ran  into  camp, 
shouting  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  "  The  rebels  are  coming."  I  ordered 
the  long-roll  to  beat,  formed  my  battalion  in  line,  and  went  out  in  front 
with  Conii3anies  A  and  B,  which  two  companies  I  threw  out  as  skirmish- 
ers. I  found  the  enemy  thrown  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  summit  of  a 
low  hill,  ready  to  rush  on  us,  in  shooting  range  of  our  camp.  The  rest 
of  the  battalion  (five  companies)  I  left  under  command  of  Adjutant 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  45. 
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Hubn,  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth,  and  sent  word  to  him  to  follow 
me  as  reserve,  and  take  position  on  a  j)lace  to  the  left  of  our  regimental 
camp,  but  by  mistake  the  order  was  not  communicated  verbally,  so  he 
took  position  on  the  extreme  right,  and  soon  was  in  close  contact  with 
the  rebels.  The  position  he  took  was  good,  but  I  could  not  thereby 
accomplish  my  intention  of  charging  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet. By  this  time  the  two  other  regiments  of  infantry  (One  hundred 
and  sixth  Ohio  and  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois)  formed  in  line,  and 
the  action  began  to  become  very  lively.  The  enemy  opened  his  bat 
teries,  throwing  a  great  mass  of  shells  and  canister.  Our  artillery  took 
position  on  the  left  of  our  line,  and  opened  on  the  enemy.  Soon  the  line 
of  skirmishers,  which  protected  our  left,  fell  back  behind  the  artillery, 
by  which  movement  the  artillery  was  exposed  and  soon  disabled.  My 
battalion  held  its  position  firmly  for  about  one  hour,  when  the  com- 
mander of  the  brigade  waved  a  white  handkerchief  and  surrendered. 
Our  left  wing  broke,  and  I  came  pretty  near  being  outflanked.  I  now 
changed  front  toward  our  right,  from  which  direction  the  enemy  came 
rushing  in  on  the  Hartsville  road.  Under  a  heavy  fire,  the  enemy  de- 
manded my  surrender,  which  I  denied;  but  soon  I  was  compelled  to  fall 
back  to  a  small  creek,  on  the  right  of  the  Hartsville  road,  where  I  made 
another  stand.  By  this  time  the  enemy  had  full  possession  of  our 
camps,  Colonel  Moore  having  surrendered  before  I  knew  anything 
about  it.  The  position  I  held  on  the  creek  above  mentioned  I  soon 
found  totally  surrounded  by  the  enemy.  Here  I  was  demanded  the 
second,  time  to  surrender,  and,  seeing  that  I  could  not  accomplish  any- 
thing with  the  small  force  which  was  left  to  me,  I  finally  consented  to 
the  demand. 

My  command  numbered,  besides  myself  and  my  adjutant,  4  captains, 
7  lieutenants,  and  400  enlisted  men.  (The  rest  of  the  oflolcers  were  dis- 
abled by  sickness  to  take  part  in  the  action.)  They  all  showed  a  bravery 
and  gallantry  unexpected  for  new  troops.  The  arms  which  were  used 
by  my  command  were  the  Austrian  rifle,  an  arm  totally  worthless,  and 
condemned  on  different  occasions,  the  locks  of  said  guns  having  springs 
of  so  weak  construction  that  many  of  the  men  had  to  snap  the  cock 
three  or  more  times  before  the  piece  would  discharge.  The  men  also 
were  provided  with  ammunition  a  good  deal  too  large  for  the  pieces; 
the  caliber  of  the  guns  .58,  and  that  of  the  ammunition  .54.  Notwith- 
standing these  calamities,  the  men  stood  like  veterans,  and  most  of 
them  fired  20  to  25  rounds.  Our  loss  was  66  killed,  wounded  and 
missing.* 

Tour  most  obedient  servant, 

OAELO  PIEPHO, 
Capt,,  Comdg.  One  hundred  and  eighth  Begt  Ohio  Vol.  Infty, 

General  Bosecbans. 


Kg.  12. 

Report  of  Capt  Joseph  Good,  One  hundred  and  eighth  Ohio  Infantry, 

The  battle  commenced  at  6.30  a.  m.  The  first  notice  I  had  of  the 
enemy  approaching  I  heard,  "  Company,  fall  in."  I  ran  to  my  company 
parade-ground;   ordered  my  men  to  fall  in;   formed  my  company  in 

*  Bat  see  revised  statement,  p.  46. 
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about  two  minutes  ready  for  action;  received  orders  from  Captain 
Piepho,  commanding  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  Regiment,  to  march 
my  company  at  double-quick  to  the  right,  and  join  Company  A.  I  ar- 
rived, deployed  on  the  right,  and  formed  the  reserve  with  part  of  my 
company.  I  noticed  on  my  right,  on  the  ridge,  two  companies  of  cavalry 
(the  Second  Indiana  and  Eleventh  Kentucky).  The  enemy  at  this  time 
had  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  open  stubble-field.  We  opened  fire  on 
them;  they  repeated  with  musketry  and  cannon.  At  this  time  I  noticed 
one  section  of  our  artillery  firing  about  four  or  five  shots.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  firing,  our  cavalry  on  the  ridge  gave  way  and  ran  to 
camp;  that  unmasked  the  right  wing  of  our  skirmish  line,  and  we  had 
to  fall  back  about  100  yards,  in  order  that  they  could  not  outflank  us. 
At  this  instant  I  noticed  one  of  the  regiments  fire  one  volley  and  re- 
treat in  confusion.  I  could  not  say  what  regiment  this  was,  but  I  think 
the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio.  At  this  time  the  Second  Indiana  Cav- 
alry Regiment  took  post  on  the  left  of  the  main  column,  awaiting  orders, 
when  the  enemy  brought  their  artillery  to  bear  on  our  column  in  the 
open  field.  The  main  column  gave  way  at  this  time  in  confusion,  ai^d 
retreated  to  the  camp  of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois,  when  the 
rebels  came  over  the  open  field  and  fired  very  rapidly,  when  Col.  A.  B. 
Moore,  commanding  the  Thirty -ninth  Brigade,  ordered  the  white  flag  to 
be  raised,  and  surrendered.  I,  at  this  time,  was  with  our  skirmishers, 
when  I  heard  from  one  of  the  orderlies  that  the  brigade  had  surren- 
dered, with  the  artillery. 

We  then  marched  our  men  (about  150)  to  the  right,  about  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  to  the  creek  running  through  Harts ville ;  found  it  to  be 
frozen  over,  with  a  thin  skim  of  ice  not  strong  enough  to  bear  us  cross- 
ing it.  I  wanted  to  countermarch  down  the  stream  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  to  where  a  small  bridge  crossed,  when  the  rebel  cavalry  came  up 
and  demanded  our  surrender. 

Among  us  were  the  major  and  two  or  three  officers  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  sixth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  also  Captain  Piepho, 
commanding  One  hundred  and  eighth  Regiment,  and  three  lieutenants 
of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth.  When  the  major  of  the  One  hundred 
and  sixth  Regiment  stepped  up  and  acknowledged  the  surrender,  and 
marched  his  men  to  camp,  I  fell  to  the  rear  of  our  men,  and  tried  to 
escape,  when  I  was  halted  by  one  of  the  cavalry,  asking  where  I  was 
going.  I  told  him  that  I  was  going  up  to  my  men  to  surrender,  and  I 
followed  the  man  until  I  came  within  6  or  6  paces  of  the  men  going  to 
camp.  I  met  three  officers  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighth  Regiment 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  asking  me  if  I  did  not  want  to  make  my  escape. 
I  told  them  to  come  on,  and  we  started  back  about  20  paces,  when  we  met 
Captain  Piepho,  who  asked  where  we  were  going;  we  told  him  that  we 
were  going  to  try  to  make  our  escape,  when  he  told  us  there  was  no  use 
to  try  to  make  our  escape,  as  the  enemy  was  all  around  us. 

While  we  were  standing  there  and  talking  over  the  matter,  we  were 
hailed  by  some  20  cavalry.  They  demanded  our  revolvers  and  swords, 
and  then  marched  us  to  camp.  When  near  camp  we  got  scattered 
among  the  horses  of  the  rebels,  when  I  was  asked  by  one  of  the  rebel 
officers  whether  we  were  prisoners  (myself  and  Lieutenant  Hebel,  of 
Company  A).  I  told  him  that  we  were.  He  then  told  me  that  we  had 
to  go  to  the  river  and  cross.  I  then  asked  if  I  could  go  up  to  camp  and 
get  my  books,  &c.  He  told  me  that  I  could  not;  that  he  wanted  us  to 
cross  immediately,  as  he  feared  the  Yankees  would  come;  so  we  started 
to  go  to  the  river.    When  I  got  near  the  river  I  stepped  to  the  right  about 
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5  paces,  followed  by  Lieutenant  Hebel.  Then  T  told  the  lieutenant  to 
stand  still  for  a  few  minutes  until  1  got  away.  Then  I  leaped  off  the 
bank  In  a  by-road  leading  to  the  ford  j  walked  quick  time  down  the  river, 
when  I  met  1  cavalryman  with  2  wounded  rebels  on  a  cart,  with  a  ne- 
gro driving  the  cart.  They  seemed  to  be  in  dispute  about  something — 
the  road,  I  think.  I  told  them  that  they  were  on  the  wrong  road  to 
ford  the  river,  and  that  they  had  to  go  to  the  upper  road  to  ford  the 
river,  and  I  passed  on  about  10  or  15  paces,  when  I  leaped  down  the 
bank,  ran  up  the  ravine,  and  got  under  the  roots  of  a  tree,  followed  by 
the  lieutenant.  Eemained  there  until  our  re-enforcements  came  up — 
the  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Harlan.  Just  at  the  time 
the  rebels  had  the  trains  over  the  river  he  ordered  the  artillery  up.  The 
artillery  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  rear  of  the  rebels,  they  replying 
twice,  and  then  left.  A  company  of  the  Eleventh  Kentucky  Cavalry 
followed  and  recaptured  3  wagons,  loaded  with  muskets. 

Our  killed  numbered  about  80;  wounded,  about  120.*    About  30  or  40 
of  the  rebels  were  killed,  and  about  100  wounded. 

Our  men  acted  bravely,  but  the  commander  of  the  brigade  not  being 
competent  to  command,  caused  the  defeat,  I  think. 

JOSEPH  GOOD, 
Captain  Company  By  One  hundred  and  eighth  Regt,  Ohio  Vols, 


^o.  13. 


Reports  of  General  Braxton  Bragg,  C  S,  Army^  commanding  Army  of 
Tennessee,  with  instructions  to  Brigadier- General  Morgan,  and  con- 
gratulatory orders, 

MuRFBEESBOROUGH,  Tenn.,  December  8,  1862. 

An  expedition  sent  under  Acting  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan  attacked 
an  outpost  of  the  enemy  at  Hartsville,  on  the  Cumberland,  yesterday 
morning,  kiUed  and  wounded  200,  captured  1,800  prisoners,  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  2,000  small-arms,  and  all  other  stores  at  the  position. 
On  the  previous  day  a  small  foraging  train  was  captured  by  General 
Wheeler,  near  Kashville,  with  50  prisoners,  and  on  the  5th  Colonel  [P. 
D.]  Eoddey,  Alabama  cavalry,  also  captured  a  tram  near  Corinth  with 
its  escorts  and  a  number  of  negroes.  Our  loss  at  Hartsville  was  about 
125  killed  and  wounded ;  none  at  either  of  the  other  places. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General,  Commanding, 

General  S.  Goopeb. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 
Murfreeshorough,  Tenn,,  December  22,  1862. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  Acting  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan, 
whose  cavalry  brigade  covered  my  front  in  the  direction  of  Hartsville, 
Tenn.,  that  the  enemy's  force  at  that  point  was  somewliat  isolated,  I 
yielded  to  his  request  and  organized  an  expedition  under  him  for  their 
attack. 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  45. 
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On  the  5th  instant,  Hanson's  brigade,  of  Breckinridge^s  division,  was 
moved  forward  on  the  road  toward  Hartsville,  and  halted  at  Baird's 
Mills,  a  point  nearly  due  east  from  Nashville,  and  half  way  to  Harts- 
ville, \^here  it  was  joined  by  Morgan's  cavalry  force.  Two  regiments 
(the  Second  and  Mnth  Kentucky  Infantry),  with  [Eobert]  Cobb's  (Ken- 
tucky) artillery,  moved  from  this  point  with  the  cavalry  at  10  p.  m.  on 
the  6th,  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Hartsville.  Early  on  the  morning  of 
the  same  day,  Hanson,  with  the  remainder  of  his  brigade,  moved,  as 
directed,  on  theroad  toward  Nashville  for  the  purpose  of  a  reconnaissance, 
and  to  cause  a  diversion.  At  the  same  time  that  the  troops  above 
named  left  their  camps  near  here,  Major-General  [B.  F.j  Cheatham,  with 
two  brigades,  moved  out  on  the  Nashville  road,  halted  all  night  at  La 
Yergne,  15  miles,  and  on  the  next  day,  in  conjunction  with  General 
Wheeler's  cavalry,  made  a  strong  demonstration  on  the  enemy's  front. 
These  movements  had  the  desired  effect,  and  completely  distracted  the 
enemy's  attention  from  the  real  point  of  attack.  Learning  that  a  for- 
aging train  of  the  enemy  was  on  his  right  flank,  Cheatham  detached 
Wheeler,  with  a  cavalry  force,  to  attack  it,  which  he  did  in  his  usual 
dashing  and  snccessful  manner,  capturing  11  wagons  and  57  prisoners. 
Under  cover  of  these  feints,  Morgan,  by  an  extraordinary  night  march, 
reached  the  point  of  his  destination  about  sunrise,  and,  in  a  short  but 
warmly  contested  engagement,  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  the  entire 
command  of  more  than  2,000  officers  and  men.* 

I  inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  General  Morgan  and  the  subordinate 
commanders,  and  take  great  pleasure  in  commending  the  fortitude,  en- 
durance, and  gallantry  of  all  engaged  in  this  remarkable  expedition.  It 
is  a  source  of  personal  and  official  gratification  to  perceive  that  the  De- 
partment has  recognized  the  services  of  the  gallant  and  meritorious 
soldier  who  led  the  expedition  by  confirming  my  previous  nomination 
of  him  as  a  brigadier-general.  Two  sets  of  infantry  colors  and  one  ar- 
tillery guidon,  taken  at  Hartsville,  are  also  forwarded  with  this  report. 
A  third  set  oi  infantry  colors  was  presented  by  its  captors  to  the  Presi- 
dent on  his  recent  visit  to  this  place. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General,  Commanding. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Bichmondj  Va. 


Headquarters  Army  op  Tennessee, 
Murfreesborough,  Tenn.y  December  1, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan, 

Commanding  Cavalry  at  BairWs  [Mills] : 

General  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that,  when  re- 
lieved from  your  present  duties,  you  will  proceed  with  your  whole  com- 
mand, by  the  most  practicable  route  and  with  the  least  delay,  to  operate 
on  the  enemy's  lines  of  communications  in  rear  of  Nashville.  You  will 
assail  his  guards  where  your  relative  force  will  justify  it ;  capture  aud 
destroy  his  trains ;  burn  his  bridges,  depots,  trestle- work,  &c.  In  fine, 
harass  him  in  every  conceivable  way  in  your  power.     When  practicable, 

"  But  see  inclosure  A  to  Bragg's  report  of  the  battle  of  Stone^s  River,  p.  673. 
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send  all  prisoners  to  the  rear,  so  as  to  conceal  your  operations.  When  it 
is  necessary,  parole  them,  sending  lists  by  first  mail  to  these  headquarters. 
You  are  authorized  to  increase  your  command  to  the  extent  of  your  cap- 
tured arms  and  horses,  assigning  the  men  to  your  old  regiments.  Do 
everything  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  foraging  north  of  the  Cumberland 
River,  and  especially  toward  Clarksville.  If  practicable,  communicate 
and  co-operate  with  Brigadier-General  [N.  B.]  Forrest.  You  are  not  lim- 
ited in  the  extent  of  your  operations,  every  confidence  being  reposed  in 
your  zeal,  discretion,  and  judgment.  You  will  make  weekly  reports  of 
your  operations,  sending  with  each  a  return  of  your  command.  It  is  re- 
ported that  the  enemy  is  obstructing  the  fords  of  the  Cumberland. 

Brigadier-General  [J.]  Wheeler  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  you  as  soon 
as  Brigadier-General  [J.]  Pegram  can  be  placed  in  position  with  a  suffi- 
cient command. 

I  am,  general,*  very  respectfully,  yonrs, 

GEOEGE  WM.  BRENT, 
Assista/nt  Adjutant- General, 


General  Orders,  )   Headquarters  Department  No.  2, 

No.  155.  }        Murfreesborough,  Tenn.^  December  12,  1862. 

With  pride  and  pleasure,  mingled  with  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  source 
of  all  our  victories,  the  general  commanding  has  the  satisfaction  of  an- 
nouncing to  his  troops  the  signal  triumph  of  our  arms  at  Hartsville,  Tenn., 
on  the  7th  instant.  This  brilliant  exploit  was  achieved  by  a  portion  of 
Morgan's  cavalry  brigade,  together  with  detachments  from  the  Second 
and  Ninth  Kentucky  Regiments  of  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Hunt,  the 
whole  under  Brigadier  General  Morgan.  After  a  remarkable  march  of 
more  than  40  miles,  through  snow  and  ice,  they  forded  the  Cumberland 
under  cover  of  darkness,  and  at  daylight  precipitated  themselves  upon 
the  enemy.  Our  success  was  complete.  With  a  force  of  not  more  than 
1,200  men  in  action,  we  inflicted  a  loss  upon  the  enemy  of  500  killed  and 
wounded,  and  captured  1,800  prisoners,  with  all  their  arms,  muni- 
tions, and  other  stores.  Our  own  loss  was  small  compared  with  the 
result,  not  exceeding  125  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  memory  of  the 
gallant  men  who  fell  to  rise  no  more  will  be  revered  by  their  comrades, 
and  forever  honored  by  their  country.  To  Brigadier-General  Morgan 
and  to  Colonel  Hunt  the  general  tenders  his  thanks,  and  assures  them 
of  the  admiration  of  his  army.  The  intelligence,  zeal,  and  gallantry 
displayed  by  them  will  serve  as  an  example  and  an  incentive  to  still 
more  honorable  deeds.  To  the  other  brave  officers  and  men  composing 
the  expedition  the  general  tenders  his  cordial  thanks  and  congratula- 
tions. He  is  proud  of  them,  and  hails  the  success  achieved  by  theii* 
valor  as  but  the  precursor  of  still  greater  victories.  Each  corps  en 
gaged  in  the  action  will  in  future  bear  upon  its  colors  the  name  of  the 
memorable  field,  t 

By  command  of  General  Bragg : 

GEO.  G.  GARNER, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

*  Copy  to  General  Wheeler  same  day. 

t  The  U.  S.  colors  of  the  Oue  hundred  and  fourth  Illinois  were  captured  by  Private 
William  H.  Carson,  Second  Kentucky  (Confederate)  Infantry,  and  the  regimental 
colors  by  Corp.  Augustus  Reynaud,  Ninth  Kentucky  (Confederate)  Infantry. 
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Return  o/casiialties  in  the  Confederate  forces  at  Hirtsville,  Tenn,^  Decern- 

her  7, 1862. 

[OMipikd  ftom  Mnlaal  lirtt.] 


Co: 


d. 


Killed. 


Woimdad. 


I 


HlMdBC. 


I 
I 


BeamrlDi. 


Morgan's  brigade : 

Staflf 

Gano's  regiment 

Cluke's  regiment  — 
Chenanlt's  regiment . 
Bennett's  regmient . . 


2 

1 

32 
6 

4 


Total 


27 


44 


Hanson's  brigade: 
2d  Kentaoky. 


WtKentobky.. 
Cobb's  battery. 

Total 

Qnnd  total.. 


81 
T 


68 
17 

le 


Lient.  W.  S.  Kendall  kOkd. 


lieuta.  JohnW.  Rogers  and 
Charles  H.  Thomas  killed, 
and  Lieut.  Thomas  M. 
Home  mortally  wounded. 

Lieut.  Dandridee  S.  Orockett 
killed. 


14 


07 


95 


17 


10 


18 


1» 


STo.  Iff. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gm.  Johm  H,  Morgoi^  0. 8,  Arm^^  camma/nding  expedition, 

Moboan's  Headqttabtebs, 
€ro98-Boad8j  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  December  9, 1862. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
general  commanding,  a  report  of  the  expedition  against  the  Federal 
force  at  HartsviUe : 

I  left  these  headquarters  at  10  a.  m.  on  the  6th  instant,  with  1,400 
men  of  my  own  command,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Duke ;  the  Sec- 
ond and  Ninth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  [T.  H.]  Hunt; 
Captain  [Eobert]  Cobb's  battery  of  artillery,  two  small  howitzers,  and 
two  rifled  Ellsworth  guns  belonging  to  my  own  command.  At  Lebanon 
I  received  information  that  no  change  had  been  made  in  the  number  of 
the  Federals  at  HartsviUe,  their  number  being  still  about  900  infantry 
and  400  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery.  I  found  afterward  that 
their  force  had  been  considerably  underrated.  I  proceeded  with  the 
infantry  and  artillery  to  Purler's  Feny,  on  the  Cumberland  Eiver,  send- 
ing the  cavalry,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Duke,  to  pass  at  a  ford 
some  7  miles  below  the  point  where  we  were  to  rendezvous.  I  passed 
my  troops  with  great  difficulty,  there  beiug  but  one  boat,  and  about  5.30 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  arrived  at  Hager's  Shop,  2  miles  from  the 
Federal  camp.  I  found  that  Colonel  Duke,  with  his  cavalry,  had  only 
just  marched  up,  having  crossed  the  ford  with  difficulty,  and  that  one 
&  B  B— y  OL  XXf  FT  I 
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regiment  of  his  command,  500  strong  (Colonel  [E.  M.]  Gano's),  had  not 
yet  reported.  Major  [R.  G.]  Stoner's  battalion  had  been  left  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Cumberland,  with  the  two  mountain  howitzers,  to  pre- 
vent the  escape  of  the  enemy  by  the  Lebanon  road,  and  Colonel  [J.  D.] 
Bennett^s  [Ninth  Tennessee  Cavalry]  regiment  had  been  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Harts ville  to  picket  the  road,  leading  to  Gallatin,  and  to  attack 
any  of  the  Federals  they  might  find  in  that  town,  to  take  possession  of 
the  Castalian  Springs,  Lafayette,  and  Carthage  roads,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  enemy.  This  reduced  my  force  considerably,  but  1 
determined  to  attack,  and  that  at  once.  There  was  no  time  to  be  lost ; 
day  was  breaking,  and  the  enemy  might  expect  strong  re-enforcements 
from  Castalian  Springs  should  my  arrival  be  known.  Advancing,  there- 
fore, with  the  cavalry,  closely  followed  by  the  artillery  and  infantry,  I 
approached  the  enemy's  position.  The  pickets  were  found  and  shot 
down.  The  Yankee  bivouac  fires  appeared  to  cover  a  long  line  of  ground, 
and  gave  me  to  suppose  that  their  numbers  were  much  greater  than  I 
anticipated.  On  nearing  their  camp  the  alarm  was  sounded,  and  I  could 
distinctly  see  and  hear  the  officers  ordering  their  men  to  fall  in,  prepar- 
ing for  resistance.  Colonel  Duke  then  dismounted  Colonels  Cluke's 
and  Chenault's  regiments  (in  all  about  450  men),  drawing  them  up  in 
line  in  a  large  field  in  the  front  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  enemy's 
line,  which  was  then  forming,  and  seeing  that  the  artillery  and  infantry 
were  in  position,  he  ordered  his  men  to  advance  at  the  double  [quick], 
and  directed  Colonel  Chenault,  who  was  on  the  left,  to  oblique,  so  as  to 
march  on  the  enemy's  flank.  His  men  then  pressed  forward,  driving 
the  Federals  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  without  a  check,  before  them,  until 
their  right  wing  was  forced  back  upon  their  own  left  wing  and  center. 
Colonel  Duke  then  ordered  a  halt  until  the  infantry  had  commenced 
their  attack  on  the  Federal  left  wing,  which  caused  a  retreat  of  the 
whole  line.  At  this  juncture  Lieutenant- Colonel  [J.  M.j  Huffman  and 
Major  [Theophilus]  Steele,  of  Gano's  regiment,  came  up  with  about  100 
men  of  that  regiment,  who  had  succeeded  in  crossing  the  ford,  and 
threw  their  small  force  into  the  fight.  My  dismounted  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Duke,  had  only  been  skirmishing  i)reviously  to  this  for  about 
twenty  minutes ;  but  seeing  that  Colonel  Hunt,  with  the  infantry,  was 
pressing  hard  upon  the  Federal  left,  he  ordered  an  advance  upon  the 
right  wing  and  ilank  of  their  new  line.  It  gave  way  and  ceased  firing, 
and  soon  after  surrendered. 

Colonel  Duke  reports  that  his  men  fought  with  a  courage  and  coolness 
which  could  not  be  surpassed. 

Colonels  Cluke  and  Chenault  led  on  their  men  with  the  most  deter- 
mined bravery,  encouraging  them  by  voice  and  example. 

The  timely  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Huffman  and  Major  Steele, 
and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  threw  themselves  into  the  fight, 
had  a  very  decided  effect  upon  the  battle  at  the  point  at  which  they 
entered. 

The  artillery  under  Captain  Cobb  did  most  excellent  service,  and  suf- 
fered severely  from  the  enemy's  battery,  which  fired  with  great  precision, 
blowing  up  one  of  his  caissons  and  inflicting  a  severe  loss  on  that  arm. 

The  infantry  conducted  themselves  most  gallantly,  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky suffering  most  severely. 

Colonel  Bennett's  regiment,  as  I  said  before,  was  not  in  the  fight,  hav- 
ing been  sent  on  a  special  service,  which  was  most  efficiently  performed, 
450  prisoners  having  been  taken  by  them  and  12  Federals  killed. 

Thus,  sir,  in  one  hour  and  a  half  the  troops  under  my  command,  con- 
sisting of  600  cavalry  (Colonel  Gano's  and  Colonel  Bennett's  regiments 
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and  Major  Stoner's  command  not  participating  in  the  figlit),  700  infantry, 
with  a  battery  of  artillery  (in  all  about  1,300  strong),  defeated  and  cap- 
tured three  well-disciplined  and  well -formed  regiments  of  infantry,  with 
a  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  took  two  rifled  cannon — the  whole  encamped 
on  their  own  ground  and  in  a  very  strong  position — taking  about  1,800 
prisoners,  1,800  stand  of  arms,  a  quantity  of  ammunition,  clothing,  quar- 
termaster's stores,  and  16  wagons. 

The  battle  was  now  won.  The  result  exceeded  my  own  expectation, 
but  stQl  I  felt  that  my  position  was  a  most  perilous  one,  being  within 
4  miles  in  a  direct  line,  and  only  8  by  the  main  Gallatin  road,  of  an 
enemy's  force  of  at  least  8,000  men,  consisting  of  infantry,  cavalry,  and 
artillery,  who  would  naturally  march  to  the  aid  of  their  comrades  on 
hearing  the  report  of  our  guns.  I,  therefore,  with  the  assistance  of  my 
staff,  got  together  all  the  empty  wagons  left  by  the  enemy,  loaded  them 
with  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores,  and  directed  them  immediately  to 
Hart's  Ferry.  There  was  no  time  to  be  lost.  The  pickets  placed  by  my 
assistant  adjutant-general  on  the  Castalian  Springs  road  sent  to  report 
the  advance  of  a  strong  body  of  Federals,  estimated  at  5,000  men.  I 
sent  Colonel  Oluke's  regiment  to  make  a  show  of  resistance,  ordering 
Colonel  Gano's  regiment,  which  had  arrived,  in  support.  In  the  mean 
time  I  pressed  the  passage  of  the  ford  to  the  utmost.  This  show  of 
force  caused  a  delay  in  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  had  no  idea  of 
the  number  of  my  men,  and  probably  greatly  overrated  my  strength, 
and  gave  me  time  to  pass  the  ford  with  infantry,  artillery,  and  baggage- 
wagons,  the  horses  of  my  cavalry  being  sent  back  from  the  other  side 
of  the  Cumberland  Eiver  to  carry  over  the  infantry  regiments. 

It  was  time  to  retreat.  The  enemy  attacked  our  rear,  bvit  was  kept 
at  bay  by  the  two  regiments  before  specified,  aided  by  four  guns  I  had 
previously  ordered  to  be  placed  in  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  Cum- 
berland, looking  forward  to  what  was  now  taking  place.  The  banks 
of  the  river  on  both  sides  are  precipitous,  and  the  stream  breast-deep, 
but  our  retreat  was  effected  in  excellent  order.  We  lost  not  a  man,  ex- 
cept 3,  badly  wounded,  that  I  was  reluctantly  forced  to  leave  behind. 
Cavalry,  infantry,  guard,  guns,  and  baggage-train  safely  crossed,  with  the 
exception  of  four  wagons,  which  had  been  sent  by  another  route,  and  which 
are  still  safely  hidden  in  the  woods,  according  to  accounts  received  to- 
day. 

In  justice  to  my  brave  command,  I  would  respectfully  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  general  commanding  the  names  of  those  officers  who  con- 
tributed, by  their  undauii ted  bravery  and  soldier-like  conduct,  to  the  bril- 
liant success  which  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  Confederate  arms :  To 
Colonel  Hunt,  of  the  Mnth  Kentucky,  commanding  the  infantry,  I  am 
deeply  indebted  for  his  valuable  assistance ;  his  conduct  and  that  of 
his  brave  regiment  was  perfect ;  their  steadiness  under  fire  remarkable. 
The  Second  Kentucky  also  behaved  most  gallantly  and  suffered  se- 
verely ;  62  men  killed  and  wounded,  3  regimental  officers  left  dead  on 
the  field,  sufficiently  testified  to  their  share  in  the  fight  and  the  resist- 
ance they  had  to  encounter.  Colonel  Cluke's  regiment  paid  also  a 
high  price  for  its  devotion.  It  went  into  the  field  230  strong ;  had  6 
officers,  with  21  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  killed  and 
wounded,  besides  6  missing.  Colonel  Duke,  commanding  the  cavalry, 
was,  as  he  always  has  been,  "  the  right  man  in  the  right  place."  Wise 
in  counsel,  gallant  in  the  field,  his  services  have  ever  been  invaluable 
to  me.  I  was  informed  by  my  adjutant-general  that  Colonel  Bennett,  in 
the  execution  of  the  special  service  confided  to  him,  and  in  which  he  so 
entirely  succeeded,  gave  proof  of  great  personal  gallantry  and  con- 
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temi)t  of  danger.  I  owe  much  to  my  personal  staff:  Major  [D.  H.]  Llew- 
ellyn, Oapts.  Charlton  H.  Morgan,  [Eufus  K.]  Williams,  and  Lieut. 
Eobert  Tyler,  acting  as  my  aide-de-camp,  gave  proofs  of  great  devo- 
tion, being  everywhere  in  the  hottest  fire. 

Major  Llewellyn  received  the  sword  of  Ool.  Eobei  t  E.  Stewart  and  the 
surrender  of  his  regiment.  Captain  Morgan's  and  Captain  Williams' 
horses  were  killed  under  them,  and  Lieutenant  Tyler  was  severely 
wounded.  My  orderly  sergeant.  Craven  Peyton,  received  a  shot  in  his 
hip  and  had  his  horse  killed  by  my  side.  I  must  crave  forgiveness  if  I 
add,  with  a  soldier's  pride,  that  the  conduct  of  my  whole  command  de- 
served my  highest  gratitude  and  commendation. 

Three  Federal  regimental  standards  and  five  cavalry  guidons  fluttered 
over  my  brave  column  on  their  return  from  this  expedition.  With  such 
troops,  victory  is  enchained  to  our  banners,  and  the  issue  of  a  contest 
with  our  IN^orthern  opponents,  even  when  they  are  double  our  force,  no 
longer  doubtful  I 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHN  H.  MOEGAN, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  [GEORaE  William]  Brent, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Ko.  16. 


Report  of  Col.  Roger  W.  Hanson,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry^  command- 
ing First  Brigade,  Breckinridge^ s  division. 

Headquarters  Breckinridge's  Division, 

December  11,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  from  Col.  E.  W.  Han- 
sou,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  my  division,  covering  the  report  of 
Col.  Thomas  H.  Hunt,  who  commanded  the  Second  and  Muth  Kentucky 
Eegiments  and  Cobb's  battery  in  the  recent  expedition  (under  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Morgan)  against  Hartsville  ;  and  also  the  reports 
of  Major  [James  W.]  Hewitt  and  Captain  [James  T.]  Morehead,  com- 
manding, respectively,  the  Second  and  Mnth  Kentucky,  and  of  Captain 
[Eobert]  Cobb,  commanding  the  battery. 

I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  ofQcers  and  men  specially  named  for 
gallantry,  and  to  suggest  respectfully  that  the  troops  engaged  in  this 
expedition  deserve  mention  in  orders  for  conduct  which  in  fortitude  and 
4aring  has  not  been  surpassed  during  the  war. 
Yery  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  BEECKINEIDGE, 

Major-  General^  Commanding. 
Maj.  Thomas  M.  Jack, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[In  closure.  1 

Headquarters  First  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  December  11,  1862. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  General  Bragg,  I  proceeded  with  my 
command  on  the  5th  instant  to  Baird's  Mills,  and  remained  two  days, 


cnAT.  xxxh]  action  at  hartsville,  tenn.  69 

making,  as  directed,  reconnaissance  toward  Nashville.  General  Morgan 
designated  the  Second  and  Ninth  Kentucky  and  Ocrbb's  batterj-  as  the 
troops  he  desired  to  accompany  him  upon  the  Hartsville  expedition. 
They  were  detached  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Hunt.  I  inclose 
herewith  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Hartsville  and  the  reports  of  bis 
subordinate  officers.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  honorable  mention 
that  is  made  in  Major  [James  W.l  Hewitt's  and  Colonel  Hunt's  report  of 
the  gallant  conduct  ot  Sergeant  Oldham,  of  the  Second  Kentucky  Eeg- 
iment,  with  the  hope  that  the  proper  steps  may  be  taken  to  procure 
for  him  the  proper  reward  for  his  conduct.  Sergeant  Oldham  was  the 
color-bearer  of  the  Second  Kentucky  Eegiment  at  the  battle  of  Donel- 
son,  and  acted  with  great  gallantry  upon  that  occasion.  He  is  a  suit- 
able man  for  a  lieutenancy,  being  well  qualified  as  well  as  truly  brave. 

E.  W.  HANSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Colonel  [J.  A.]  Buokner, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  17. 


Report  of  Col,  Thomas  M,  Hunt,  Ninth  Kentuchy  Infantry,  commanding 

detachment  First  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborouoh,  Tenn., 

December  9,  1862. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  detachment  from  the 
First  Brigade,  Breckinridge's  division,  consisting  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky Eegiment,  Maj.  James  W.  Hewitt  commanding,  375  strong ;  Ninth 
Kentucky,  Capt.  James  T.  Morehead  commanding,  320  strong,  and  Cobb's 
battery,  placed  under  my  command  as  senior  officer,  with  orders  to  re- 
port to  General  Morgan,  left  Baird's  Mills,  where  the  brigade  was  in 
bivouac,  on  Saturday,  the  6th  instant,  about  1.30  p.  m.  Marching  in  the 
rear  of  the  cavalry  force  until  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Lebanon,  an 
exchange  was  made,  when  the  infantry  mounted  the  horses  and  rode 
5  or  6  miles.  The  command  reached  Cumberland  Eiver  about  10 
o'clock;  the  infantry,  artillery,  and  a  small  portion  of  cavalry  [crossed] 

at Ferry,  the  balance  of  the  cavalry  crossing  at  a  ford  a  few  miles 

lower  down  the  river.  The  two  boats  used  for  crossing  were  of  small 
capacity,  and  in  miserable  condition,  but,  by  constant  bailing,  they  were 
kept  afloat,  and  by  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  command  was  safely 
over.  The  march  of  5  miles  to  Hartsville,  where  the  battle  was 
fought,  yet  to  make  over  bad  roads  for  artillery,  was  not  accomplished 
until  after  sunrise,  and  the  purpose  of  General  Morgan  to  surprise  the 
enemy  was  defeated.  When  we  approached  in  sight  of  their  camp,  we 
found  their  infantry  already  formed,  occupying  a  \'ery  strong  position 
on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  with  a  deep  ravine  in  front  and  their  artillery  iii 
battery.  The  troops  of  my  command  were  placed  in  position  west  of 
the  enemy's  camp  while  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  battery  und  sharp- 
shooters thrown  out  from  their  right,  but  these  latter  were  quickly 
driven  in  by  the  dismounted  cavalry.  The  Second  Eegiment,  having 
been  formed  on  the  left  of  the  Ninth,  was  now  ordered  forward  to  sup- 
port and  follow  up  the  success  gained  by  the  cavalry  skirmishers.    That 
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tbey  liad  hot  work  to  accomplish  is  shown  by  their  heavy  loss  in  killed 
and  wonudod. 

In  the  mean  time  Captain  Cobb  with  his  battery  was  not  idle.  He 
was  doing  good  execution,  and  the  enemy  responded  with  effect,  one  of 
their  shells  striking  and  blowing  up  a  caisson.  As  the  ground  was 
cleared  of  the  enemy  opposite  our  left,  he  (Captain  Cobb)  was  ordered 
to  take  a  new  position  with  his  battery  in  that  direction,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  Kinth  Kentucky  Eegiment  was  ordered  forward  to  engage  the 
enemy^s  left.  My  whole  command  was  now  engaged.  The  crest  of  the 
hill  was  reached,  and  here  commenced  a  desperate  struggle,  as  the  con- 
testants were  only  from  30  to  50  paces  apart,  where  they  fought  for  the 
space  of  ten  minutes,  when  the  order  to  cliarge  was  given,  and  most 
nobly  was  the  command  responded  to.  The  enemy  broke  and  were 
driven  to  the  river  cliff,  where  they  were  completely  surrounded  by  my 
force  in  front  and  the  dismounted  cavalry  on  their  flank  and  rear,  and 
where  they  surrendered  at  discretion.  It  was  a  continued  success  from 
the  commencement  of  the  engagement.  In  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter 
from  the  time  the  first  gun  was  fired  they  surrendered,  and  more  pris- 
oners were  brought  off  than  we  had  men  in  the  action.  Large  quantities 
of  commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores  were  also  secured,  a  section 
of  artillery,  and  a  large  number  of  small-arms,  with  the  usual  supply 
of  ammunition.  General  Morgan  had  made  most  skillful  dispositions, 
which,  with  the  good  fighting  qualitit^s  of  the  troops  engaged,  secured 
success. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  praise  of  the  troops,  and  I  scarcely 
know  which  most  to  admire,  their  patient  endurance  on  the  march  or 
courage  in  battle.  The^^  marched  50  miles  in  cold  winter  weather,  the 
groupd  covered  with  snow ;  crossed  and  recrossed  the  Cumberland  River  j 
fought  a  largely  superior  force  strongly  posted  within  6  miles  of  their  sup- 
ports, and  brought  off  the  prisoners,  all  within  the  space  of  thirty  hours. 
Captain  Cobb  with  his  officers  and  men  had  a  most  laborious  time  in 
getting  their  pieces  and  horses  across  the  river,  and  it  was  only  by  the 
best-directed  executions  they  succeeded  at  all. 

Where  officers  and  men  all  behaved  so  well,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
single  out  individual  cases  as  peculiarly  worthy  of  commendation.  I 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  mentioning  Lieut.  Joseph  Benedict  [Com- 
pany B,  Mnth  Kentucky  Infantry],  who  acted  as  my  aide  on  the  oc- 
casion.    He  was  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

I  inclose  herewith  copies  of  the  reports  of  Major  Hewitt,  Captains 
Morehead  and  Cobb,  and  would  bring  to  your  attention  the  fact  that 
the  former  commends  Color-Sergt.  John  Oldham  for  his  gallant  bearing. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  loss  sustained  by  my  command  : 


Command. 


2d  Kentucky  Regiment. 
9th  Kc  n  t  u  cky  E  egim  ent . 
Cobb's  battery 

Total 


18 


P 


-o 


^ 


54 
10 

7 


71 


^ 


Included  in  the  above  are:  Of  the  Second  Kentucky  Regiment — 
Charles  H.  Thomas,  first  lieutenant,  and  John  W.  Eogers,  second  lieu- 
tenant, Company  C,  killed ;  T.  M.  Home,  first  lieutenant,  Company  A, 
mortally  wounded;  Second  Lieut.  A.  J.  Pry  or,  Company  D,  and  Lieu- 
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tenant  [E.  B.]  Harding,  Company  K,  wounded.  Of  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky— Second  Lieut.  Dandridge  S.  Crockett  [Company  K],  killed,  and 
First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Cleavland  [Company  I],  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  HUNT, 
Colonelj  Commanding  Detachment, 
Capt.  John  S.  Hope, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjut<mt- General. 


No.  18. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  W.  Hemttj  Second  Kentucky  Infantry, 

Oamp  Muefbeesbobough,  Tenh., 

December  9,  1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  of  your  orders,  1 
formed  my  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  opposite  the  ene- 
my's camp  near  Hartsville,  a  portion  of  General  Morgan's  cavalry  being 
at  the  same  time  on  my  left.  When  the  order  came  for  me  to  advance, 
I  ordered  my  regiment  forward,  and,  after  passing  the  fence,  the  nature 
of  the  ground  was  such  that  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  deploy  my  regi- 
ment, and  therefore  gave  the  order  to  deploy.  In  this  way  we  drove  the 
enemy  from  their  first  camp,  and  continued  to  drive  them  until  they 
surrendered. 

The  officers,  without  an  exception,  behaved  in  the  most  gallant  style. 
They  were  continually  in  advance  of  their  men,  urging  them  forward, 
and  where  all  behaved  so  well  it  would  be  impossible  to  particularize. 
Each  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  deeds  of  gallantry.  The  whole 
command,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  behaved  in  a  most  unexceptionable 
manner. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  without  referring  to  Color-Sergt.  John 
Oldham,  whose  conduct  and  carriage  during  the  whole  engagement  elic- 
ited the  encomiums  of  both  officers  and  men. 

Appended  is  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  all  of  which  I  re- 
spectftiUy  submit: 

Killed 8 

Wounded 54 

Missing 3 

Total 65 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  HEWITT, 
Major ^  Commanding  Second  KentucJcy  Regiment, 
Col.  Thomas  H.  Hunt. 


^o,  19. 

Report  of  Capt,  James  T,  Morehead,  Ninth  KentucJcy  Infantry, 

Camp  neab  Muefbeesbobough,  Tenn., 

December  10,  1862. 
Sib  :  At  12  o'clock  on  Saturday,  the  6th  instant,  I,  as  senior  captain, 
was  placed,  by  your  orders,  in  command  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Eegi- 
ment,  which  had  the  day  before  moved  to  Baird's  Mills,  18  miles  from 
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Murfreesborough,  and  was  at  that  time  about  to  march  against  the  en- 
emy, reported  to  be  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.  The  weather  was  excessively 
cold,  the  snow  having  fallen  the  day  before  to  some  depth,  and  the  road 
was  very  rough.  Notwithstanding,  the  men  marched  steadily  during 
the  day  and  all  night,  and  reached  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the 
enemy's  camp  near  Hartsville  at  sunrise.  The  enemy  occupied  a  strong 
position  in  front  of  his  encampment,  his  line  of  battle  stretching  along 
the  crest  of  a  hill,  which  was  separated  from  our  forces  by  an  interven- 
ing hollow  or  ravine.  Our  line  of  battle  was  formed,  with  Cobb's  bat- 
tery on  the  right,  supported  by  the  Mnth  Kentucky  Regiment  directly 
in  its  rear.  On  our  immediate  left  was  the  Second  Kentucky  Regiment, 
and  still  farther  to  the  left  a  portion  of  two  regiments  of  dismounted 
cavalry,  under  Colonel  Duke.  The  enemy  occupied  with  his  sharp- 
shooters the  woods  and  ravine  in  front  of  the  left  wing  of  our  line,  and 
opened  a  brisk  fire  on  us.  Against  them  the  dismounted  cavalry  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  soon  succeeded  in  dislodging  and  driving 
them  back  upon  the  main  body  of  the  enemy.  The  Second  Kentucky 
Regiment  was  ordered  forward,  and  the  Ninth  Kentucky  left  in  support 
of  the  battery.  In  a  few  minutes  after,  I  was  ordered  to  advance,  and 
moved  the  regiment  in  double-quick  in  the  direction  of  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy,  going  over  in  our  route  very  rough  ground  and  through 
a  deep  ravine.  Ascending  the  hill,  the  regiment  advanced  to  the  right 
of  the  Second  Kentucky,  halted,  and  immediately  became  engaged,  at 
less  than  50  paces,  with  the  enemy.  After  fighting  for  a  short  time,  I 
ordered  a  charge,  which  was  made  with  such  gallantry  by  the  regiment 
that  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy's  line  gave  way  and  commenced  retreat- 
ing in  confusion.  Pressed  closely  by  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  they  passed 
through  their  camps,  and  took  refuge  under  the  brow  of  a  hill  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  and  in  rear  of  their  artillery.  The  regiment  continued 
to  move  rapidly  on,  and  captured  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  stand 
of  colors,  charged  the  line  of  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  to  the  brink  of 
the  river,  compelling  their  immediate  surrender.  Here  we  captured 
Colonel  Moore,  commanding  brigade,  who,  in  reply  to  a  question  from 
Captain  [N.  A.]  Crouch  [Company  B],  answered  that  he  surrendered 
himself  and  all  the  men  around  him,  meaning  the  whole  force. 

The  battle  was  now  fairly  won.  The  firing  had  ceased,  save  a  few 
scattering  shots  here  and  there.  I  immediately  formed  the  regiment 
again  in  line  of  battle,  had  order  restored,  stragglers  collected,  and  the 
men  kept  in  their  places. 

I  sent  details  from  all  the  companies  to  look  after  the  dead  and 
wounded,  and  detailed  Company  H,  Captain  [Chris.]  Bosche,  to  guard 
the  One  hundred  and  sixth  Ohio  Regiment,  captured  by  us.  The  pris- 
oners being  collected,  I  was  ordered  to  detail  Companies  A  and  C  to 
guard  them,  and  afterward  Company  G.  The  regiment  recrossed  the 
river,  and  began  its  march  toward  Lebanon,  Tenn. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  officers  and  men  for  their 
spirit  and  patient  endurance  under  a  march  of  almost  unexampled 
hardship  and  rapidity,  and  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
action. 

The  regiment  had  in  battle  an  aggregate  of  320  men.  The  casualties 
were  as  follows,  viz  :  * 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  T.  MOREHEAD, 
Captain,  Commanding  Ninth  Kentucky  Regiment, 

Col.  Thomas  H.  Hunt,  Commanding  Infantry, 

•  See  p.  65. 
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DECEMBER  9,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Dobbins'  Ferry,  near  ].a  Vergne,  Tenn. 

RKFORTS. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Surg.  M.  C.  Woodworth,  Fifty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj,  Oen.  Thomas  L,  Crittenden^  U,  8.  Army, 

Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

December  9,  1862. 

Colonel  :  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  a  note  from  your  headquar- 
ters, asking  me  if  General  Stanley  has  come  in  yet.  I  presume  this 
must  refer  to  the  foraging  expedition  of  Col.  Stanley  Matthews.  As 
soon  as  I  arrived  at  camp  I  sent  an  order  to  General  Van  Cleve  to  re 
turn  to  me  a  full  report ;  but  it  has  not  yet  been  sent.  As  soon  as  it 
comes  in  it  shall  be  forwarded.  Eight  wagons  from  my  headquarters 
accompanied  the  party.  They  have  all  returned,  well  filled,  but  report 
that  Colonel  Matthews  had  a  sharp  skirmish,  having  quite  a  number 
killed  and  wounded,  but  that  the  wagons  were  filled  and  none  lost. 
Since  your  orderly  arrived,  the  inclosed  note  from  Colonel  Grose  has 
been  received  through  General  Smith.*  I  declined  to  permit  him  to  at- 
tack, for  fear  it  might  interfere  with  the  proposed  reconnaissances. 
Should  you  think  differently,  advise  me,  and  1  will  yet  direct  the  attack 
to  be  made. 

A  prisoner,  taken  by  some  of  our  troops  and  brought  to  me,  reports 
that  the  attack  was  made  by  six  regiments  of  cavalry,  under  Wheeler, 
who  fought  principally  as  infantry,  being  armed  with  Enfield  rifles  and 
navy  revolvers ;  that  the  regiments  are,  however,  greatly  reduced,  and 
do  not  number,  all  together,  over  about  1,500  men,  and  that  this  is  the 
only  force  about  La  Vergne ;  also  that  Bragg  left  last  week  for  Rich- 
mond ;  that  Johnston  is  in  command,  and  is  camped  some  4  miles  this 
side  of  Murfreesborough ;  that  his  force  numbers  about  35,000  men.  I 
will  send  him  to  you  in  the  morning. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CRITTENDEN, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

Col.  J.  P.  GARESCH1&,  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing.  Colonel  Matthews'  report  has  come 
in,  which  is  herein  inclosed.* 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Surg.  M.  C.  Woodworth,  Fifty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Twenty-third  Brigade, 

December  12,  1862. 

Captain  :  Pursuant  to  orders  just  received,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port the  result  of  my  journey  within  the  enemy^s  lines,  under  a  flag  ot 
truce,  to  recover  our  wounded  in  the  skirmish  of  the  9th.  I  left  our 
outpost,  accompanied  by  Drs.  Russell  and  Mills,  with  an  orderly  and 
three  ambulances,  about  10  a.  m.,  on  the  road  passing  from:  the  Murfrees- 
borough and  to  the  Chicken  pike,  about  1  mile  beyond  the  insane  asylum. 

*Not  fonnd. 
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I  passed  about  5  miles  on  the  Chicken  pike,  in  the  direction  of  Stone's 
River,  to  a  house  where  we  had  left  one  of  the  enemy's  wounded — he 
being  too  severely  wounded  to  move — which  we  left  on  the  evening  after 
the  engagement.  I  found  that  a  flag  of  truce  had  just  removed  his 
body  to  the  enemy's  lines.  I  left  the  Chicken  pike  just  this  side  of  the 
burned  bridge  crossing  Stone's  River,  leaving  the  road  to  my  left,  and 
passed  on  about  1 J  miles,  to  a  house  where  I  had  left  6  of  our  men,  who 
were  wounded  when  the  enemy  made  their  last  attack  on  the  rear  of 
our  train.  I  found  that  the  enemy  had  buried  one  of  our  dead  left  upon 
the  field,  also  one  of  our  wounded,  who  had  died  from  a  wound  of  the 
abdomen.  I  sent  the  remaining  five  in  two  ambulances  back  to  our 
lines.  I  then  took  the  remaining  ambulance  and  passed  on  about  1 
mile  in  the  direction  of  La  Yergne,  where  I  came  to  the  enemy's  out- 
posts. I  here  waited  one-half  hour  for  the  arrival  of  a  proper  officer 
to  receive  the  flag,  when  Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  Hawkins,  of  General 
Wheeler's  staff,  came  and  escorted  me  to  the  house  of  Dr.  Charlton, 
where  I  found  one  of  our  wounded,  also  one  of  the  enemy's  wounded, 
fatally. 

They  spoke  of  it  as  a  battle  rather  than  a  skirmish,  and  admitted  a 
loss  of  8  killed  upon  the  field.  The  picket  at  the  outpost  said  they  had 
carried  away  a  large  number  of  wounded,  but  would  not  state  how  many. 
I  took  our  wounded  man  in  the  ambulance,  and  left  their  lines  to  return 
about  4  p.  m.  Colonel  Hawkins  assured  me  they  had  but  one  of  our 
men  prisoner,  a  lieutenant  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  who  was 
slightly  wounded  in  the  back,  and  that  he  had  been  well  cared  for  by 
their  surgeons,  and  would  soon  be  sent  to  our  lines.  The  wounded  on  the 
field  were  all  from  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  and  had  all  been 
paroled  the  day  previous.  Colonel  Hawkins  accompanied  me  about  2 
miles  from  their  lines  on  my  return.  I  saw  no  force  of  the  enemy  this 
side  of  their  outposts. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  C.  WOODWORTH, 
Surgeon  51st  Ohio  Vols^j  Acting  Medical  Birector  23d  Brigade. 

Oapt  E.  A.  Otis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifth  Bivision, 


DECEMBER  9,  1862. — Heconnaissauce  toward  Franklin,  and  skirmish  near 

Brentwood,  Tenn. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  John  A.  Martin,  Eighth  Kansas  Infantry. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Wharton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Cavalry  Brigade. 

No.  1. 
Report  of  CoL  John  A.  Martin,  Eighth  Kansas  Infantry. 

Camp  near  InTashville,  Becember  9, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  head- 
quarters Mnth  Division,  I  ordered  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Illinois  Vol 
unteers,  Lieutenant- Colonel  McClelland,  and  the  Eighth  Kansas  Battal 
icn.  Captain  Block,  to  proceed  on  a  reconnaissance  to  the  front,  in  the 
direction  of  Franklin,  at  2  p.  m.  to-day.  The  regiments  left  at  the  hour, 
and  I  rode  with  them  as  far  as  the  outside  pickets,  which  had  a  short  time 
before  been  fired  into  by  a  small  body  of  the  enemy.    Here  I  received  an 
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order  from  headquarters  to  send  out  another  regiment  and  a  section  of 
artillery,  and,  in  obedience,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Eighty-first  Indiana 
Regiment,  Major  Woodbury,  and  two  pieces  of  Captain  Carpenter's  Eighth 
Wisconsin  Battery  to  join  the  reconnaissance,  and  then  went  forward  to 
join  the  force  in  advance.  Colonel  McClelland  had  already  deployed 
four  companies  of  the  Twenty- fifth  and  Eighth  as  skirmishers  on  each 
side  of  the  road,  and  these  had  engaged  in  a  brisk  running  fight  with 
the  enemy,  also  thrown  out  as  skirmishers.  The  latter  fell  back  rap- 
idly, some  of  them  abandoning  their  guns  and  clothing  in  their  hasty 
flight.  I  directed  the  battery  to  move  up  the  road  behind  the  infantry. 
Captain  Pease,  of  General  Davis'  staff,  had  meantime  joined  the  com- 
mand, and  was  doing  valuable  service  in  reconnoitering  to  the  right  and 
front. 

The  whole  command  then  moved  forward,  the  skirmishers  keeping 
up  an  occasional  firing,  until  we  were  about  5  miles  beyond  Brentwood, 
when  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  seen  in  the  road 
about  a  mile  ahead.  I  had  the  battery  placed  in  position,  and  fired 
several  rounds  at  them.  The  enemy  disappeared  in  great  haste  at  the 
first  shot.  We  remained  at  this  point  until  just  before  sundown,  when, 
in  accordance  with  our  orders,  we  returned. 

From  the  best  information  to  be  obtained  along  the  road,  the  enemy's 
force  is  all  cavalry,  and  numbers  250  or  300  men.  We  drove  them  from 
their  camp,  finding  their  camp-fires  yet  burning  brightly  when  we  came 
up.  One  private  of  the  Twenty -fifrh  Illinois  is  reported  slightly  wounded. 
What  loss  the  enemy  sustained  I  was  unable  to  ascertain,  although 
several  are  supposed  to  have  been  wounded. 

I  am,  very  repectfuUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  MARTm, 
Colonel  Eighth  Kansas  Volunteers^  Commanding, 

Lieut.  T.  W.  Morrison, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Ninth  Division, 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen,  John  A,  Wharton^  0.  8.  Armj/y  commanding  Cavalry 

Brigade. 

Hbadquaetees  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Nolensville^  Tenn.j  December  10, 1862 — 6  p.  m. 

General  :  I  moved  a  forced  reconnaissance  yesterday,  with  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  on  the  Owen  and  Wilson, 
or  Liberty  pike.  Pound  the  enemy's  camp  near  the  junction  of  that 
pike  with  the  Nolensville  pike.  Threw  solid  shot  into  their  camp  and 
aroused  them  sufficiently  to  induce  re-enforcements  to  be  sent  to  their 
aid.  They  showed  no  disposition  to  follow.  The  field  officers  and  cap- 
tains of  Howard's  regiment  desire  it  to  remain  with  me,  and  I  am  anxious 
for  it  to  do  so.  I  have  never  seen  Colonel  [James  R.]  Howard ;  the  taking 
of  it  now  would  prevent  me  from  picketing  properly.  Let  me  know  if 
there  is  any  probability  of  that  regiment,  or  any  other  I  have,  being 
taken  at  any  time,  as  I  wish  to  know,  on  account  of  distributing  cloth- 
ing and  drawing  pay. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JJ^O.  A.  WHARTOl^, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gten.  Joseph  Wheeler,  Chief  of  Cavalry, 
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DECEMBER  11-12,  1862.— Reconnaissance  from  Nashville  to  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  and  skirmishes  on  the  Wilson  Creek  pike  (11th)  and  at  Franklin 
(12th). 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  David  S.  Stanley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry. 

No.  2. — Col.  Edward  M.  McCook,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Wharton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry  brigade. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  David  8,  Stanley,  U,  8,  Army,  commanding  cavalry, 

Hdqbs.  Oav.,  14th  a.  C,  Abmy  of  the  Cumberland, 

Near  Nashville,  December  13,  1862. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  an  account  of  a  scout  I  made 
from  this  place  on  Thursday.  I  started  at  daylight,  moved  down  the 
Franklin  pike  to  Brentwood.  At  that  point  I  took  the  Wilson  pike,  with 
the  design  of  striking  the  road  from  Franklin  to  Murfreesborough,  ex- 
pecting to  destroy  the  supply  trains  I  had  learned  were  moving  on  that 
road.  We  had  not,  however,  passed  Brentwood  but  2  miles  when  our 
advance  guard  engaged  the  enemy ^s  pickets,  and  soon  encountered  a 
full  regiment.  The  enemy  fled  south,  and,  at  a  point  on  the  pike  due  west 
from  Triune,  turned  off  toward  that  place.  I  designed  to  pass  on  after 
driving  the  enemy  2  miles  from  the  road,  but  they  grew  bold,  and  dis- 
mounted to  fight  our  men  on  foot.  Upon  my  endeavoring  to  close  in  on 
them,  they  again  fled.  This  delay  caused  me  to  change  my  plan,  and  I 
took  the  old  Liberty  road  to  Franklin.  Mght  came  on  when  we  had 
reached  the  Widow  Waters'  plantation,  and  I  bivouacked  at  9  o'clock. 
One  of  the  enemy's  pickets  fired  upon  mine,  wounding,  probably  mor- 
tally, a  private  in  Captain  Julian's  company.  First  Middle  Tennessee 
Cavalry.    At  midnight  they  again  fired  upon  my  pickets. 

Leaving  at  4  o'clock  next  morning,  I  reached  Franklin  a  little  after  day- 
break. The  enemy's  pickets  were  met  IJ  miles  east  of  the  place.  Upon 
getting  up  to  the  town,  I  found  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  on  the  bank 
of  the  Harpeth,  and  in  the  mill  and  houses.  The  Fourth  Michigan,  Colo- 
nel Minty,  and  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  Major  Wynkoop,  were  dis- 
mounted, and  were  soon  sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy.  The  latter 
soon  fled,  and  before  I  could  get  Colonel  McCook's  brigade  behind  them. 
We  killed  4  of  the  enemy,  including  1  officer ;  wounded  some  8  or  9, 
and  took  11  prisoners.  I  intended  to  burn  the  mill,  which  has  been 
turning  out  100  barrels  of  flour  daily  for  the  rebel  army,  but  I  found  that 
to  do  so  would  destroy  part  of  the  town ;  I  had  the  machinery  and  burrs 
of  the  mill  entirely  destroyed.  My  loss  is  1  man  mortally  wounded  and 
4  horses  killed.  I  captured  10  horses,  4  wagons  loaded  with  flour,  and 
destroyed  one  wagon -load  of  brandy  and  whisky  on  its  way  to  the  rebel 
army.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  my  men  behaved  well.  The 
officers  and  men  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  who  did  the  fight- 
ing principally,  are  brave  and  good  troops.  Eeports  from  division  and 
brigade  commanders  will  be  sent  in. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry, 

Colonel  GARES0H1&. 
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No.  ti. 

Report  of  Ool,  Edward  M*  McCooJc^  Second  Indiana  Gaval  y,  commanding 

brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp  Rosecrans,  December  13,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pursuance  to  orders,  I  moved 
with  my  command,  consisting  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  11th  instant,  taking  the  advance  of  the  division  and  moving  on  the 
Wilson  Creek  pike.  My  advance  guard,  consisting  of  two  companies  of 
the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  found  the  enemy's  pickets  about  6  or  7  miles 
south  of  Brentwood,  and  drove  them  back  on  to  a  squad  of  about  50  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry.  After  some  skirmishing,  the  enemy  ran  off  over 
the  hill.  Lieut.  Frederick  H.  Geety,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
was  wounded  in  the  left  shoulder. 

We  turned  off  on  a  by-road  and  bivouacked  for  the  night.  The  next 
morning  we  moved  upon  Franklin,  my  brigade  still  having  the  advance. 
The  advauce  guard  struck  the  enemy's  pickets  2  miles  from  the  town 
and  drove  them  in.  The  enemy  had  formed  their  line  of  battle  to  the 
left  of  the  mill  and  near  the  creek.  I  was  ordered  by  General  Stanley 
to  take  two  of  my  regiments  and  form  in  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
I  ordered  Major  Wynkoop  to  take  his  command  and  attack  them,  which 
he  did,  advancing  to  the  top  of  the  bluff  and  opening  fire,  which  the 
enemy  returned  with  spirit.  He  had  but  50  men  with  him,  the  rest  of 
his  command  constituting  the  advance,  and  being  on  the  right  with  the 
artillery.  The  firing  continued  about  fifteen  minutes,  when  the  enemy 
broke  and  ran. 

The  Third  Kentucky  came  up  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the  Seventh 
Pennsylvania,  but  had  no  opportunity  to  engage.  The  Fourth  Michi- 
gan was  still  farther  to  the  right,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
General  Stanley  or  Colonel  Kennett ;  cousequently  I  cannot  report  the 
part  taken  by  them  in  the  engagement. 

By  order  of  General  Stanley,  I  moved  over  on  to  the  Murfreesborough 
road,  in  order  to  intercept  the  enemy's  retreat  after  they  broke.  When 
they  saw  my  column  approaching,  part  of  their  force  went  off  on  some 
little  road  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  We  had  to  make  a  circuit  in 
order  to  cross,  and  by  the  time  we  got  over  they  were  out  of  the  reach 
of  pursuit. 

I  saw  3  of  the  enemy  dead  and  1  wounded.  My  loss  was  nothing. 
The  Seventh  Pennsylvania  had  4  horses  killed.  I  saw  6  prisoners  with 
the  Fourth  Michigan. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade, 

Lieut.  M.  B.  Chamberlain, 

A,  A,  A,  G.<,  First  Ca/v.  JDiv,^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Wharton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry 

brigade. 

Headquarters  Wharton's  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Nolensville,  Tenn.,  December  12,  1862 — 3.30  i>.  m. 

General  :  The  enemy  attacked  Franklin  this  morning  just  before 
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daylight.  Colonel  [Baxter]  Smith,  who  was  there  with  400  men,  en- 
gaged them.  The  enemy  forced  him  to  retire,  with  a  loss  of  3  men  killed 
and  6  wounded.  Colonel  Smith  lost  one  of  his  most  valuable  officers. 
Colonel  Smith  reports  the  enemy's  force  to  be  two  regiments  of  cavalry 
and  one  of  infantry.  The  colonel  is  still  near  Franklin.  I  had  put  a 
force  of  400  men  there  instead  of  200,  as  I  was  ordered.  I  had  also  or- 
dered one  more  regiment  to  his  assistance,  which  did  not  reach  him  in 
time.  General  Cleburne  is  now  moving  on  Franklin,  on  the  Triune  and 
Franklin  dirt  road,  and  I  have  sent  Colonel  [Thomas]  Harrison,  with 
his  rangers,  and  [John  E.  Davis']  battalion  of  cavalry  on  the  Franklin 
and  Nashville  pike,  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  arrival  of  Gen- 
eral Cleburne's  force.  I  advised  General  Wheeler  last  evening  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy ;  also  this  morning  that  I  thought  the  enemy 
designed  moving  on  that  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  respectfully, 

JKO.  A.  WHARTON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk, 

Comdg,  PoWs  Corps  WArmSe^  Army  of  Tennessee. 


Headqitaeters  Wharton's  Brigade, 
Polk's  Corps  d'Arm^e,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Nolensville,  Tenn,,  December  12,  1862 — 7.30  p.  m. 

General  :  I  dispatched  you  this  morning,  advising  [you  of]  the  occu- 
pation of  Franklin  by  the  enemy,  who,  after  breaking  the  stones  and 
destroying  the  machinery  of  the  mill,  left,  via  the  Nashville  pike,  about 
11  o'clock.  Colonel  Smith  has  returned  to  Franklin  and  reoccupied  the 
place.  The  force  of  the  enemy  engaged  this  morning  was  2,000  cavalry 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  being  five  times  as  much  as  Colonel  Smith's 
force.  Their  loss  was  3  killed  and  6  wounded.  General  [Colonel  John] 
Kennett  was  in  command.  The  infantry  sent  over  there  has  been  re- 
called, but  the  cavalry  are  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  I  have  learned  that 
the  infantry  now  in  my  rear  will  soon  be  recalled,  and  I  beg  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  exposed  condition  of  my  left  and  rear  which  will  result 
therefrom.  For  this  reason  I  would  like  to  recall  the  force  from  Frank- 
lin, so  as  to  have  my  forces  more  concentrated.  The  mill  being  de- 
stroyed, the  only  object  to  be  attained  would  be  to  prevent  illicit  com- 
munication with  the  enemy,  which  could  be  done  by  having  my  forces 
this  side. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JNO.  A.  WHAETON, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Lieuten  ant-General  Polk, 

Commanding  Corps  d^Arm^^  Army  of  Tennessee, 
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DECEMBEE   14,  1862. — Attack  on  forage  train   and   skirmish    on   the 
Franklin  pike,  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 

No.  1. — Col.  Joseph  R.  Scott,  Nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  2. — Lieut.  Sylvanus  H.  Stevens,  Stokes'  (Chicago  Board  of  Trade)  Illinois  battery. 

Ko.  1. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  B,  Scottj  Nineteentli  Illinois  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Nineteenth  Eegiment  Illinois  Infantry, 
Gamp  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  15,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  having  taken  command  of  the  division 
forage  train  yesterday,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  brigade  head- 
quarters. The  Nineteenth  Illinois,  Sixty -ninth  Ohio,  and  a  section  of 
artillery.  Fourth  Kentucky  Battery,  detailed  as  escort,  proceeded  on 
Franklin  pike  some  7  miles,  securing  the  desired  amount  of  forage.  I 
placed  the  artillery  in  position  to  command  forage  train  and  the  ap- 
proaches thereto.  Being  apprised  of  the  immediate  presence  of  the 
enemy,  I  sent  the  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  and  one  piece  of  artillery^  to  the  junc- 
tion of  a  road  leading  into  the  pike  to  my  rear,  with  the  intention  of 
holding  that  point  until  my  train  was  formed.  Shortly  after  my  com- 
mand had  started  for  camp,  firing  was  heard  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
left  and  rear.  I  immediately  ordered  back  the  Nineteenth  Illinois  and 
one  piece  of  artillery,  and  found  that  the  firing  had  been  caused  by  a 
party  of  rebel  cavalry,  numbering  about  20,  attacking  a  forage  party, 
consisting  of  3  wagons,  with  an  escort,  consisting  of  10  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Stevens,  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Battery. 
The  rebels  succeeded  in  capturing  5  men  and  4  horses  from  one  of  the 
teams.  The  lieutenant  and  the  balance  of  the  men  escaped.  Our  loss 
was  1  man  wounded,  5  taken  prisoners,  2  horses  killed,  and  4  captured. 

Having  no  cavalry  with  me,  I  could  not  pursue  the  enemy  to  advan- 
tage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  E.  SCOTT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Col.  A.  Y.  SCHRADER, 

Chief  of  Staff,  Eighth  Division. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Twenty-ninth  Brigade, 

Camp  Hamilton,  December  15,  1862. 
Respectfully  forwarded.  The  attack  mentioned  was  not  upon  any 
part  of  the  train  under  Colonel  Scott^s  command,  but  an  independent 
party,  and  the  loss  mentioned  was  of  that  party,  not  of  Colonel  Scott's. 
Colonel  Scott  brought  in  his  train  and  men  all  right.  There  was  a 
delay  in  starting,  owing  to  wagons  of  Seventh  Brigade  and  Division  not 
reporting  in  time.  Very  few  of  the  teams  had  any  men  detailed  to  load, 
except  my  brigade. 

T.  R.  STANLEY, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 
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Fo.2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Sylvanus  H.  Stevens^  Stolces^  (Chicago  Board  of  Trade) 

Illinois  battery. 

In  Gamp  on  Franklin  Pike, 
Near  Nashville ,  Tenn.,  December  14,  1862. 
(Received  headquarters  Eighth  Division,  Dec.  15,  1862.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I 
proceeded  with  3  wagons  and  a  detail  of  6  men  to  obtain  forage  on 
the  Franklin  pike ;  that  before  leaving  the  lines  I  had  the  pass  from 
General  McOook  approved  by  General  Negley,  authorizing  such  com- 
mands. While  on  the  road  I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Wood,  of 
General  Negley's  command,  commanding  a  party  of  forage  wagons,  that 
he  had  just  obtained  a  quantity  of  forage  at  a  place  about  2 J  miles 
outside  of  the  pickets,  and  that  other  teams,  under  an  escort  commanded 
by  Colonel  Scott,  had  gone  beyond  this  place.  Before  commencing  the 
loading  of  the  wagons,  I  made  a  thorough  reconnaissance  of  the  position, 
and  placed  my  sergeant  on  an  eminence  to  observe  the  country  around. 
While  proceeding  to  load,  about  20  or  30  guerrillas,  mounted  and  well 
armed,  surrounded  my  men.  They  fought  as  long  as  there  was  a  chance 
of  a  defense,  and  then  surrendered.  Kather  than  be  taken  prisoner,  I 
fought  my  way  through,  escaping  on  foot.  In  consequence  of  the  gateway 
being  blocked  up  by  one  of  my  wagons,  the  sergeant  and  myself  held 
the  party  at  the  gate  with  our  pistols  while  the  teams  were  escaping. 
Five  privates  and  1  corporal  were  taken  prisoners;  1  private  wounded 
in  the  back.  This  man  we  brought  away.  Five  horses  were  captured 
and  2  killed.  The  guard  under  Colonel  Scott  with  train  had  passed 
without  my  knowledge,  leaving  my  party  about  a  half  mile  in  the  rear. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  STEVENS,  Jr., 

First  Lieutenant, 

Capt.  James  H.  Stokes,  Commanding  Battery. 

The  date  of  this  report  is  the  date  of  the  matters  therein  set  forth, 
viz,  December  14, 1862, 

S.  H.  STEVENS,  Jr., 

First  Lieutenant. 


DECEMBER  15-16,  1862.— Violation  of  flag  of  truce. 

REPORTS,  ETC. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Critteuden,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Left  Wing,  Army 

of  the  Cumberland. 
No.  2. — Capt.  George  G.  Knox,  aide-de-camp. 

No.  3. — Brig.  Gen.  Horatio  P.  Van  Cleve,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Division. 
No.  4.— Col.  Robert  H.  G.  Minty,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry. 
No.  5. — Correspondence  between  Major-General  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army,  and  General 

Bragg,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L,  Crittenden,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Left 

Wing,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing,  December  16,  1862. 
Colonel  :  I  spent  the  entire  day  yesterday  visiting  the  front  of  oui: 
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Tines.  Found  all  quiet;  very  orderly  and  exceedingly  wet.  Late  in  the 
evening,  whilst  a  flag  from  the  enemy  was  waiting  for  an  answer  from 
General  Rosecrans,  the  forces  of  the /enemy  came  in  and  captured  the  cav- 
alry pickets,  numbering  about  45  men,  which  had  been  placed  by  Gen- 
eral Stanley  in  front  of  the  Fifth  Division,  it  being  all  the  cavalry  in 
front  of  my  command.  By  9.30  the  enemy  occupied  the  station  where 
the  cavalry  had  been  captured,  and  were  signaling  from  it.  Another 
regiment  was  promptly  ordered  to  the  front,  to  strengthen  our  outposts, 
and  the  night  passed  quietly.  The  divisions  all  report  no  absentees 
without  passes,  and  guard  vigilant.  I  inclose  a  report  from  General 
Palmer  requiring  attention.* 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  OEITTBNDEN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

Col.  J.  P.  Gabesoh^. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Capt  George  G,  Knox,  aide-decamp. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

December  25,  1862. 

Major  :  By  permission  of  the  general  commanding,  I  accompanied  a 
command  on  the  16th  instant,  numbering  111  men,  of  the  Fourth  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dickinson,  who  was 
ordered  to  go  with  his  command  2  miles  beyond  our  outpost  on  the  Mur- 
freesborough  pike.  Arriving  at  our  outpost,  which  is  just  at  the  8- 
mile  post,  we  found  a  party  just  ready  to  go  out  with  a  flag  of  truce  to 
escort  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hawkins,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  outside 
our  lines.  The  command  of  Colonel  Dickinson  was  ordered  to  dismount 
and  remain  inside  our  line  until  the  flag  returned.  This  we  did,  and 
remained  there  until  the  party  bearing  the  flag  returned  and  reported 
the  way  open  for  us.  Our  order  required  us  to  go  as  far  as  the  10-mUe 
post.  On  our  way,  just  this  side  of  the  10-mile  post,  we  came  upon  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hawkins,  who  had  stopped  at  a  house  to  have  his  horse 
fed  and  to  get  his  dinner.  He  at  once  got  on  his  horse  and  proposed  to 
go  with  us,  but  Colonel  Dickinson  not  desiring  a  white  flag,  and  being 
so  near  the  point  to  which  he  was  directed  to  go,  refused  to  let  the 
colonel  accompany  him,  and  required  him  to  remain  where  he  was  until 
he  had  returned.  To  prevent  any  insult  or  injury  being  offered  him,  a 
commissioned  officer  and  two  privates  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry 
were  left  with  him.  Eeturning  in  less  than  half  an  hour  to  where  he 
was,  we  released  him,  after  having  expressed  our  regrets  for  having 
found  it  necessary  to  detain  him  as  long  as  we  did. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  G.  KNOX, 

Aide-de-camp. 

Maj.  Lyne  Starling, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

*Not  fonnd. 
6  S  R — ^VOL  XX,  PT  I 
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No.  3. 

Reports  of  Brig,  Gen.  Horatio  P.  Van  Cleve^  JJ.  S.  Army^  commanding 

Fifth  Division. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

December  16,  1862. 

Major  :  The  first  report  of  the  capture  of  our  cavalry  pickets  yes- 
terday evening  was  from  a  private  who  was  on  post  at  the  time  and 
made  his  escape.  He  stated  that  while  a  flag  of  truce  from  the  enemy 
was  waiting  to  receive  an  answer  from  headquarters,  a  body  of  rebel 
cavalry  dashed  in  and  captured  our  cavalry  reserve.  This  statement 
was  afterward  corroborated  by  Lieutenant  Rowe,  of  the  Fourth  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  who  reported,  in  addition,  that  he  had  learned  from  some 
who  had  escaped  that  Captain  Abeel,  who  commanded  the  cavalry,  had 
been  very  remiss  in  suffering  his  men  to  dismount  and  leave  their  ranks 
while  the  rebel  party  with  the  flag  of  truce  were  there.  Lieutenant 
Eowe  belonged  to  the  company  of  cavalry  on  duty,  but  was  not  present 
at  the  affray,  having  been  sent  to  these  headquarters  on  business. 

If  the  facts  are  as  reported,  it  w^as  a  disgraceful  outrage  on  the  part 
of  the  rebels.  At  the  same  time,  those  bearing  the  flag  of  truce  may  have 
borne  no  part  in  it,  and  the  conduct  of  Captain  Abeel  was  very  cul- 
pable and  unsoldierlike. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  VAN  CLEVE, 
Major- General  J  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Maj.  Ltne  Starling, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Left  Wing, 


Headquarters  Fifth  Division, 

Near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  25,  1862. 

Major  :  Pursuant  to  directions  from  Major-General  Eosecrans,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  capture  of  a 
portion  of  the  outposts  in  my  front  on  the  15th  instant,  and  the  alleged 
detention  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hawkins,  of  the  Confederate  Army, 
while  at  my  lines  with  a  flag  of  truce.  Colonel  Hawkins  came  to  my 
outposts  about  2  p.  m.  of  the  15th  instant,  with  communications  for 
the  general  commanding,  accompanied  by  several  civilians  and  ladies, 
who  desired  to  go  to  Nashville.  Word  was  immediately  sent  to  depart- 
ment headquarters,  but,  before  a  messenger  could  return,  a  scouting 
party  of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry  attacked  and  captured  all  the 
cavalry  outposts,  and  immediately  retreated  to  the  rebel  lines.  Colonel 
Hawkins  was  at  this  time  waiting  at  my  outposts  for  the  arrival  of  a  staff' 
officer  from  the  general  commanding,  and,  when  the  enemy  retreated, 
went  with  them  beyond  my  lines.  He  presented  himself  the  next  morn- 
ing at  my  infantry  outposts,  when  he  was  placed  under  guard  by  Colonel 
Knifler  [Knefler?],  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  [Indiana f|  Volunteers, 
and  the  case  reported  to  me  for  instructions.  Colonel  Knifl^er  [Knefler?] 
believed  Colonel  Hawkins  was  in  some  respects  responsible  for  the  attack 
on  the  pickets  the  day  before,  and  proposed  to  guard  against  a  repetition 
of  the  occurrence.  Soon  after,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hepburn,  of  General 
Eosecrans'  staff,  arrived,  and  Colonel  Hawkins'  dispatches  received, 
and  he  sent  beyond  our  lines.  Of  his  subsequent  arrest  by  Captain 
Knox  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dickinson  I  know  nothing,  no  report  of 


( 
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the  occurrence  having  been  made  to  me.  Colonel  Hawkins,  while  at  my 
outpost,  was  treated  with  the  utmost  courtesy,  and  was  not  placed 
under  arrest  until  he  presented  himself  at  my  infantry  outposts  under 
suspicious  circumstances,  before  the  position  formerly  occupied  by  my 
cavalry  had  been  retaken,  and  was  very  shortly  released. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  VAN  CLEVE, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Maj.  Lyne  Stabling, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Left  Wing, 


No.  4.  , 

Col,  Robert  H.  G,  Minty,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

Headquarters  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

Camp  Rosecrans,  December  16,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  colonel  commanding, 
that  Companies  H  and  M,  of  my  regiment,  while  on  picket  on  the  Mur- 
freesboroiigh  pike  yesterday,  were,  under  cover  of  a  flag  of  truce,  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  numbering  about  150  men.  Company  H 
had  38  men  and  Company  M  20  men,  but  of  these  22  were  on  duty, 
forming  the  chain  of  pickets.  Second  Lieutenant  Eowe,  with  an  or- 
derly, was  at  General  Van  Cleve's  headquarters,  and  one  orderly  had 
been  sent  to  Nashville.  The  first  sergeant  of  Company  H  and  one  of 
the  pickets  have  escaped.  I  have  heard  of  2  of  our  men  being  wounded 
and  1  rebel  killed. 

General  Stanley  has  ordered  me  to  send  out  four  companies  to  bring 
in  our  wounded  men,  and  to  scout  the  road  for  3  or  4  miles. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  H.  G.  MINTY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 
Lieutenant  Woolley, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen.j  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division, 

[Indorsements.  J 

Will  Colonel  Minty  state  more  explicitly  the  circumstances  of  this 
capture ;  by  whom  and  what  the  flag  of  truce  was  used  for;  how  the 
two  companies  were  captured,  &c.  ? 

If  a  flag  has  been  violated  while  being  used  for  a  legitimate  purpose, 
I  will  call  the  attention  of  higher  authorities  to  the  outrage.  I  desire 
a  circumstantial  report  of  this  aftair. 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hawkins,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  had  arrived  at  our 
outer  pickets,  and,  while  waiting  for  an  officer  of  equal  rank  to  receive 
the  dispatches,  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry  dashed  in  from  the  left  of  the 
road,  surprising  and  overpowering  our  pickets.  Eight  men  have  now 
returned  to  camp,  and  I  have  hopes  of  the  escape  of  6  more.  One  of 
my  men  was  killed  and  1  wounded.  The  rebels,  so  far  as  I  can  learn, 
met  with  the  same  loss,  1  killed  and  1  wounded.  When  the  scout  re- 
turns, I  may  be  able  to  give  more  particulars. 

ROBT.  H.  G.  MINTY, 
Colonely  Commanding  Fourth  Michigan  Ca/oalry, 
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Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 

December  16,  1862. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

1  would  call  the  attentiou  of  the  general  commanding  to  this  apparent 
violation  of  the  usages  of  war. 

EDWARD  M.  McCOOK, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 


No.  6. 


Correspondence  between  Major- Genial  Bosecrans^  U,  S,  Army,  and  Gen- 
eral Bragg,  C.  S,  Army, 

^  Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  December  15, 1862. 
(General  Braxton  Bragg: 

You  will  see  by  the  copies  of  reports  to  me,  herewith  inclosed,*  that 
another  outrage  of  the  grossest  character  has  been  perpetrated  by  your 
troops,  in  the  presence  of  your  own  flag,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  your  service,  who  but  yesterday  was  courteously  received.  I 
cannot  believe  you  had  authorized,  or  will  permit  to  go  unpunished  or 
without  prompt  reparation,  such  barbarous  conduct,  hardly  paralleled 
by  savages.  You  cannot  restore  life  to  my  men  who  have  been  inhu- 
manly murdered,  but  I  shall  leave  to  your  own  head  and  heart  to  de- 
vise such  reparation  as  is  demanded  by  your  own  honor  and  the  honor 
of  our  common  humanity. 

Yery  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSECRAKS, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 
Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  December  23,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Roseorans, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Forces,  Nashville,  Tenn. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  15th  instant,  in  which  you  complain  of  the  capture  ot 
your  pickets,  near  Nashville,  pending  a  flag  of  truce,  and  demand  their 
restoration  to  your  lines. 

I  have  delayed  my  reply  until  a  full  and  thorough  investigation  could 
be  reported.  As  its  result,  I  respectfully,  but  firmly,  decline  to  accede 
to  your  demand. 

The  flag  was  sent  from  my  lines  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  was  rea- 
sonably expected  back  within  a  few  hours.  The  movements  of  my  force 
in  front  were  directed  accordingly,  and  there  was  no  intention  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  existence  of  the  flag  to  cover  an  attack.  The  delay 
of  the  flag  was  caused  by  the  reprehensible  and  criminal  conduct  of 
some  of  your  subordinates,  who  placed  its  bearer  under  arrest,  and  kept 
him  twenty-four  hours  before  permitting  him  to  return.  Upon  being 
finally  permitted  to  leave,  he  was  again  arrested,  menaced,  and  insulted 
by  soldiers  with  drawn  weapons  at  the  command  of  an  officer  who  placed 
him  under  strict  arrest,  notwithstanding  the  accompanying  presence  of 
his  flag.    The  officers  most  active  in  perpetrating  this  outrage  gave 

*  Not  found. 


Chap.  XXXn.l     CARTER'S  RAID  INTO  E.  TENN.  AND  SW.  VA.  85 

their  names  as  Capt.  George  [G.]  Knox  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dick- 
inson, who  represented  themselves  as  belonging  to  the  Fourth  Michigan 
Oavah-y,  a  part  of  which  command  was  near  by.  The  reason  assigned 
for  his  detention  was  that  they  intended  making  an  attack  on  our  pickets, 
and  did  not  wish  them  notified. 

With  these  facts  before  me,  I  consider  myself  as  justly  entitled  to 
apology  and  reparation  for  this  unprecedented  disrespect  and  outrage. 
To  claim  that  a  truce  existed  wliile  my  flag  was  forcibly  detained  by 
you  is  preposterous.  By  parity  of  reasoning,  it  would  only  be  neces- 
sary to  capture  a  flag  and  hold  it  indefinitely  in  custody  in  order  to 
secure  immunity  from  attack.  The  detention  of  a  Hag  by  you  is  incon- 
testably  proven.  When  so  detained,  it  ceased  to  be  my  flag,  and  was 
yours  by  unlawful  capture.  It  lost  its  sanctity  by  reason  of  your  vio- 
lence, and  you  ought  to  l)e  the  last  one  to  seek  a  refuge  beneath  its 
folds. 

To  avoid  the  danger  of  future  complications  of  a  similar  character.^  I 
have  directed  that  hereafter  flags  shall  be  sent  only  on  Mondays  and 
Thursdays,  between  the  hours  of  12  m.  and  4  p.  m.  They  will  also  be 
received  on  the  same  days  and  between  the  same  hours,  unless  the 
necessity  is  urgent  and  the  urgency  of  the  case  manifest. 

Trusting  that  this  arrangement  will  preclude  the  recurrence  of  any 
further  misunderstanding,  I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedi- 
ent servant, 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General,  Commanding, 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  December  25,  1862. 

Eespectfully  referred  to  Major-General  Crittenden,  who  will  have 
General  Van  Cleve  investigate  this,  and  report  result  of  investigation 
to-night.* 
By  order  of  General  Eosecrans : 

CHAS.  E.  THOMPSON, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


DECEMBER  20,  1862-JANUARY  6,  1863.— Carter's  raid  into  East  Ten- 
nessee and  Southwest  Virginia. 

STJMiMl^IiY  OW  THE  FRITnTCIFAL  EVEJN^TS. 

Dec.  29,  1862. — Passage  of  Moccasin  Gap,  and  capture  of  Confederates  on  the  Blounts- 
ville  road. 
30,  1862. — Capture  of  Confederates  at  Blountsville. 

Capture  of  Union,  Tenn.,  and  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  across 

the  Holstou  River. 
Capture  of  Carter's  Depot,  and  destruction  of  the  Watauga  railroad 
bridge. 
Jan.    2,  186.3. — Skirmish  at  Jonesville,  Lee  County,  Va. 

R-E]T>ORTS.t 

No.    1, — Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Ohio,  with  congratulatory  messages. 

*  See  report  No.  3,  p.  82. 

t  See  also  Confederate  correspondence,  January  1  to  5,  inclusive,  Part  II. 
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No.    2. — Brig.  Gen  .'Samuel  P.  Carter,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

No.  3. — Col.  Charles  J.  Walker,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  commanding  Cavalry  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  4. — Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  East 
Tennessee. 

No.  5. — Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  West 
Virginia. 

No.  6. — Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall,  C.  S.  Army,  of  operations  December  30-Jan- 
uary  7. 

No.  7. — Col.  H.  L.  Giltner,  Fourth  Kentuck^^  Cavalry,  of  operations  December  30- 
January  2. 

No.  8. — Lieut.  Col.  E.  F.  Clay,  Third  Battalion  Kentucky  Mounted  Rifles,  of  opera- 
tions December  30-January  1. 

No.  9. — Lieut.  H.  H.  Duncan,  Company  A,  Third  Battalion  Kentucky  Mounted 
Rifles,  of  operations  December  29-30. 

No.  10. — Capt.  William  W.  Baldwin,  commanding  cavalry  squadron,  of  operations 
December  29-January  2. 

No.  11. — Col.  Hiram  Hawkins,  Fifth  Kentucky  Infantry,  of  operations  December 
29-30. 

No.  12. — Col.  Campbell  Slemp,  Sixty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry,  of  operations  Decem- 
ber 29-January  1. 

No.  13. — Maj.  Isaac  B.  Dunn,  relative  to  operations  December  29-January  1. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  0.  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding 
Department  of  the  Ohio,  with  congratulatory  messages. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  7,  1863. 

General:  I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Maj.  Gen.  G.  Granger 
that  the  cavalry  force  of  about  1,000  men  which  he  sent  to  East  Tennes- 
see on  the  21st  ultimo,  by  my  order,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  S. 
P.  Carter,  to  destroy  the  East  Tennessee  Railroad  bridges,  &c.,  has  been 
heard  from.  General  Granger  has  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Gen- 
eral Carter  at  Manchester,  Ky.,  on  his  return,  stating  that  on  the  30th 
ultimo  he  entirely  destroyed  the  Union  and  Watauga  Bridges,  with  10 
miles  of  railroad.  Five  hundred  and  fifty  rebels  were  killed,  wounded, 
and  taken  prisoners.  Seven  hundred  stand  of  arms  and  a  large  amount 
of  flour,  salt,  and  other  rebel  stores,  also  a  locomotive  and  two  cars, 
were  captured  and  destroyed. 

A  brisk  skirmish  took  place  at  the  Watauga  Bridge  and  another  at 
Jonesville.  We  lost  but  10  men.  This  expedition,  as  characterized  by 
General  Granger,  has  been  one  of  the  most  hazardous  and  daring  of  the 
war,  attended  with  great  hardships  and  privations,  owing  to  the  almost 
impracticable  nature  of  the  country,  the  length  of  the  route  (nearly  200 
miles  each  way),  and  the  inclement  season.  The  important  results  of 
this  expedition  can  hardly  be  overrated,  severing,  as  it  has,  Virginia 
and  the  Southwest;  and  General  Carter,  his  officers  and  men,  deserve 
the  thanks  of  the  country.  Great  credit  is  also  due  to  Major-General 
Granger,  under  whose  immediate  supervision  the  expedition  was  fitted 
out,  and  w  hose  long  cavalry  experience  was  a  guarantee  that  nothing 
tending  to  its  success  would  be  neglected  or  forgotten. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 
Major-  General,  Com/nanding. 

Major-General  Halleck. 


Chap.  XXXn.]     CARTER\s  RAID  INTO  E.  TENN.  AND  SW.  VA.  87 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  7,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  Granger,  Lexington,  Ky.: 

General  Carter  has  done  well.  He  has  severed  the  great  rebel  artery 
of  communication  between  the  North  and  South,  the  importance  of  which 
at  this  time  can  hardly  be  overestimated;  has  killed,  wounded,  and  cap- 
tured more  than  half  of  his  own  numbers,  with  the  loss  of  only  10  men; 
hab  destroyed  large  amounts  of  rebel  stores,  arms,  &c.,  and  has  brought 
back  his  own  command  in  safety.  The  result  of  the  expedition  has  been 
telegraphed  to  the  General-in-Chief,  with  an  expression  of  my  views  as 
to  the  importance  of  the  results  accomplished.  While  waiting  a  reply 
from  Washington,  please  present  to  General  Carter,  his  officers  and  men, 
my  congratulations  upon  the  success  of  their  efforts,  and  my  full  appre- 
ciation of  the  hardships  and  x>rivations  endured  by  them  on  their  long 
and  hazardous  march  over  an  almost  impracticable  country. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

War  Department, 
Washington,  January  9,  1863. 

Maj  or- General  Wright,  Cincinnati,  Ohio: 

The  daring  operations  and  brilliant  achievements  of  General  Carter 
and  his  command  are  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  war,*  and 
deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country.  This  expedition  has  proved  the 
capacity  of  our  cavalry  for  bold  and  dashing  movements,  which  1  doubt 
not  will  be  imitated  by  others. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-  Chief, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Ohio, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  January  20,  1863. 

General:  I  have  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  Maj.  Gen.  G. 
Granger,  commanding  Army  of  Kentucky,  inclosing  the  reports  of  Brig. 
Gen.  S.  P.  Carter  and  Col.  C.  J.  Walker,  relating  to  the  late  expedition 
into  East  Tennessee,  which  resulted  in  the  burning  of  bridges  on  the 
Virginia  and  East  Tennessee  Eailroad  at  Union  and  Watauga,  and  of 
Majors  Foley  and  Brown,  commanding  expedition  into  Middle  [East] 
Tennessee.! 

In  submitting  these  reports,  General  Granger  takes  occasion  to  recom- 
mend Brigadier-General  Carter  for  promotion  to  major-general,  on  the 
grounds  of  his  valuable  services  in  command  of  the  East  Tennessee  ex- 
pedition, and  also  to  recommend  Brigadier-General  Gillmore  for  major- 
general,  and  Col.  S.  A.  Gilbert,  Forty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
for  promotion  to  brigadier-general.  General  Carter's  claims  speak  for 
themselves.  As  regards  General  Gillmore  and  Colonel  Gilbert,  I  would 
say  that  I  fully  indorse  all  that  is  said  in  their  favor.  Few  men  can  be 
found  combining  the  qualilications  necessary  to  important  commands  in 
a  higher  degree  than  these  two  officers. 

In  stripping  Kentucky  of  all  available  troops,  and  sending  them  to 
support  General  Eosecrans,  I  have  retained  both  these  officers,  much 
against  their  wishes  and  interests,  believing  that  the  interests  of  the 

*  See  Mayuard  to  Halieck,  Jauuary  10,  and  reply,  January  12,  in  Part  II,  pp.  313, 319 
t  See  December  24,  1862-Janiiary  1,  1863,  pp.  159-163 
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nation  required  ofi&cers  of  reliable  character  to  command  in  Kentucky 
at  this  particular  juncture  in  the  affairs  of  the  State. 

General  Gillmore  will  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Central 
District  of  the  State,  and  Colonel  Gilbert  will  command  the  most  reli- 
able brigade  of  his  force,  and  neither  should  suffer  in  their  prospects  of 
advancement  by  being  kept  back  from  the  field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in- Chief y  Washington^  D,  0. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen,  Samuel  P.  Carter,  JJ.  8.  Army,  commanding  expe- 
dition. 

Lexington,  Ky.,  January  9,  1863, 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  expeditionary  force  to  East  Tennessee,  which  was  in- 
trusted to  my  command: 

Although  a  movement  on  East  Tennessee  was  proposed  as  early  as 
November  25  last,  it  was  not  until  December  19  that  arrangements  were 
completed  and  the  necessary  orders  given  for  the  movement  of  the  troops. 
It  was  hoped  that  the  force  to  be  sent  on  this  hazardous,  but  most  im- 
portant, expedition  would  have  been  much  larger  than  that  which  the 
commander  of  the  department  felt  could  be  detached  for  such  service 
when  the  final  arrangements  were  made.  My  original  design  was  to 
have  divided  the  force  into  two  columns,  and  strike  the  East  Tennessee 
and  Virginia  Railroad  at  two  points  at  the  same  time,  distant  100  miles 
apart,  and,  by  moving  toward  the  center,  have  completely  destroyed 
the  road  for  that  distance ;  but,  on  the  junction  of  the  different  detach- 
ments, I  found  that  the  number  was  too  small  to  risk  a  division,  and  I 
was  reluctantly  compelled  to  keep  them  united,  or  within  easy  support- 
ing distance  during  the  whole  of  my  operations. 

Having  given  orders  for  the  junction  of  the  forces,  consisting  of  two 
battalions  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  the 
Ninth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Major  Russell,  and  First  Battalion  Sev- 
enth Ohio  Cavalry,  Major  Reaney,  near  the  mouth  of  Goose  Creek,  Clay 
County,  Kentucky,  I  left  this  place  with  my  staff  on  the  20th  ultimo  for 
that  point.  By  your  order,  Col.  Charles  J.  Walker,  of  Tenth  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  was  placed  in  command  of  the  cavalry  brigade,  and  I  here 
take  occasion  to  tender  my  thanks  for  the  appointment,  and  to  express 
my  commendation  of  the  manner  in  which  Colonel  Walker  discharged 
his  arduous  duties.  The  troops  were  ordered  to  move  without  baggage, 
with  ten  days'  rations  and  a  hundred  rounds  of  ammunition,  but,  as  it 
was  feared  some  difficulty  would  be  met  with  in  obtaining  forage,  a 
supply  train  was  ordered  to  proceed  some  60  miles  on  the  route,  and 
then  transfer  forage  and  rations  to  a  train  of  pack  mules. 

On  the  22d  ultimo  I  came  up  with  the  two  battalions  Second  Michigan 
and  Ninth  Pennsylvania  at  McKee,  Jackson  County,  Kentucky,  where 
we  were  detained  a  day  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  supply  train  and 
pack  saddles. 

On  the  25th  ultimo  we  effiected  a  junction  with  the  remainder  of  the 
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troops  (First  Battalion  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry)  at  Heard's,  on  Goose 
Creek.  I  then  found,  to  my  surprise,  that  the  whole  force  amounted  to 
only  about  980  men,  and  of  that  number  a  considerable  portion  were  in 
the  field  for  the  first  time.  The  marches,  owing  to  the  roughness  and 
narrowness  of  the  roads  (being  mere  bridle-paths  along  the  banks  of 
creeks  and  over  steep  and  rugged  mountains),  were,  of  necessity,  slow 
and  tedious,  and  their  length  had  to  be  governed  by  the  distance  to  the 
several  points  at  which  forage  could  be  obtained. 

It  was  not  until  about  meridian  of  the  28th  ultimo  that  we  reached  the 
foot  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains  (on  the  north  side),  opposite  Crank's 
Gap,  and  12  miles  to  the  south  and  east  of  Harlan  Court-House.  The 
horses  were  there  fed,  a  day's  forage  prepared,  and  the  pack  train  sent 
back  under  charge  of  a  detachment  of  the  Kentucky  State  Guard.  A 
little  before  sunset  we  reached  the  summit  of  Cumberland  Mountains, 
and  had  the  field  of  our  operations,  with  its  mountains  and  valleys, 
spread  out  before  us.  I  there  held  a  consultation  with  the  officers  of 
the  command,  and  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  force  was  en- 
tirely too  small  to  venture  on  a  division,  according  to  the  original  plan. 
This  decision  seemed  to  be  the  more  necessary,  from  the  news  we  had 
received  through  East  Tennessee  refugees  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  rebel  force  along  the  line  of  railroad. 

Soon  after  dark,  the  advance  commenced  the  descent  of  the  mount- 
ain, hoping  to  make  a  long  march  before  sunrise,  but,  owing  to  the 
steepness,  narrowness,  and  roughness  of  the  way,  the  rear  of  the  column 
did  not  reach  the  foot  of  the  mountain  until  10  p.  m.,  having  consumed 
four  hours  in  the  descent.  Here  I  was  told  there  were  some  400  rebel 
cavalry  in  the  vicinity  of  Jonesville,  5  miles  distant.  As  it  was  im- 
portant to  move  through  Lee  County,  Virginia,  without  exciting  sus- 
picion, I  moved  down  Cove  Creek,  crossing  through  a  gap  in  Poor  Valley 
Eidge,  and  crossed  Powell's  Valley,  about  5  miles  east  of  Jonesville. 
On  leaving  the  valley  road,  our  guides  were  at  fault,  and  valuable  time 
was  lost  in  finding  the  way.  The  march  was  continued  through  the 
night,  and  at  daylight  we  reached  the  top  of  Waller's  Eidge,  22  miles 
distant  from  the  foot  of  Cumberland  Mountain,  and  halted  to  feed  the 
horses.  Thus  far  we  had  advanced  without  giving  any  alarm,  or  even 
excitiDg  any  suspicion  as  to  our  character.  The  village  of  Stickleyville 
lay  immediately  below  us,  and,  but  for  the  imprudence  of  some  of  the 
officers  in  allowing  the  men  to  visit  the  village,  we  could  have  passed  on 
as  rebel  cavalry.  A  number  of  rebel  soldiers,  belonging  to  Trigg's  bat- 
talion, came  within  our  lines,  supposing  we  were  their  friends,  and  were 
captured. 

In  a  short  time  we  were  again  in  the  saddle,  passed  through  Stickley- 
ville, across  Powell's  Mountain,  and  through  Pattonsville.  Before  sun- 
set we  crossed  Clinch  Eiver,  12  miles  from  Estillville,  Scott  County, 
Virginia,  and  halted  for  a  couple  of  hours  to  feed.  News  of  our  approach 
had  gone  before  us,  but  few  of  the  rebels  were  inclined  to  credit  it,  be- 
lieving it  impossible  that  a  Government  force  would  venture  so  far 
within  their  territory. 

Upon  arriving  at  Estillville,  at  10  p.  m.,  we  were  told  that  a  consid- 
erable rebel  force  was  in  possession  of  Moccasin  Gap,  prepared  to  resist 
our  passage.  I  could  not  afford  to  lose  time.  The  Michigan  battalions 
were  dismounted,  and,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell, 
a  portion  were  deployed  and  moved  through  the  gap.  Being  unac- 
quainted with  the  ground,  and  having  to  guard  against  an  ambuscade 
in  this  strong  pass,  which  could  have  been  held  by  a  small  force  of  de- 
termined men  against  greatly  superior  numbers,  we  advanced  with 
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great  caution.  It  was  midnight  ere  the  rear  of  the  column  had  passed 
through.  The  enemy,  deterred  by  the  resolute  advance  of  our  brave 
men,  fled  toward  Kingsport,  East  Tenn.  (as  I  afterward  learned),  with- 
out firing  a  gun.  A  rebel  lieutenant  and  several  soldiers,  with  their 
arms,  were  captured  on  the  south  side  of  the  gap,  on  the  Blountsville 
road. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  night  we  moved  forward,  as  rapidly  as 
was  practicable  over  unknown  roads,  picking  up  rebel  soldiers  by  the 
way.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  a  portion  of  the  command 
lost  their  way  and  became  separated  from  the  main  body.  A  small  force 
of  rebel  cavalry,  which  was  hovering  about  our  rear,  killed  a  sergeant 
of  the  Second  Michigan  and  caj)tured  two  others  who  had  wandered 
from  the  road. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  we  reached  the  town  of  Blounts- 
ville, Sullivan  County,  East  Tennessee,  surprised  and  took  possession  of 
the  place,  captured  some  30  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Fourth  Regiment 
Kentucky  (rebel)  Cavalry,  in  hospital,  and  paroled  them.  We  were  in- 
formed that  at  Bristol,  8  miles  distant,  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
stores,  besides  the  meat  of  a  considerable  number  of  hogs,  belonging  to 
the  rebel  authorities,  but  as  the  place  was  guarded,  according  to  the 
best  information  we  could  receive,  by  a  regiment  of  infantry,  under  Colo- 
nel Slemp,  said  to  be  900  strong,  a  cavalry  force,  under  Colonel  Giltner, 
and  a  battery,  we  were  reluctautly  compelled  to  leave  it  to  our  left  and 
move  toward  the  railroad  bridge  at  Union,  6  miles  from  Blountsville.  I 
accordingly  sent  forward  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  with  a  portion 
of  the  Second  Michigan,  under  the -direction  of  Col.  James  P.  T.  Carter, 
of  the  Second  East  Tennessee  Infantry,  toward  Union,  with  orders  to 
take  the  place  and  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Holston  River. 
As  soon  as  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  which  got  separated  from  us 
during  the  night,  came  up,  I  moved  them  rapidly  forward  in  the  same 
direction.  When  we  reached  Union,  I  found  the  town  in  our  possession, 
and  the  railroad  bridge,  a  fine  structure  some  600  feet  in  length,  slowly 
burning.  The  rebel  force,  about  150  strong,  consisting  of  two  companies 
of  the  Sixty-second  North  Carolina  troops,  under  command  of  Major 
McDowell,  had  surrendered  without  resistance,  the  major  himself  having 
been  first  captured  by  our  advance  while  endeavoring  to  learn  if  there 
was  any  truth  of  our  reported  approach. 

The  prisoners  were  paroled,  and  a  large  number  of  them  were  that 
afternoon  on  their  way  to  the  mountains  of  North  Carolina,  swearing 
they  would  never  be  exchanged.  Their  joy  at  being  captured  seemed 
to  be  unbounded. 

The  stores,  barracks,  tents,  a  large  number  of  arms  and  equipments, 
a  considerable  amount  of  salt,  niter,  a  railroad  car,  the  depot,  &c.,  were 
destroyed,  and  also  a  wagon  bridge  across  the  river,  a  few  hundred  yards 
below  the  railroad  bridge.  As  soon  as  the  work  of  destruction  was 
fairly  under  way,  I  dispatched  Colonel  Walker,  with  detachments  from 
the  Second  Michigan,  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  and  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry 
(in  all  181  men),  the  whole  under  guidance  of  Colonel  Carter,  toward 
the  Watauga  Bridge,  at  Carter's  Depot,  10  miles  west  of  Union.  On 
their  way  they  captured  a  locomotive  and  tender,  with  Colonel  Love,  of 
Sixty-second  North  Carolina  troops,  who,  having  heard  of  the  approach 
of  the  Yankees,  had  started  on  the  locomotive  to  Union  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  the  rumor. 

On  reaching  the  station,  about  sunset,  they  found  the  enemy,  consist- 
ing of  two  companies  Sixty-second  North  Carolina  troops,  estimated  by 
Colonel  Walker  at  nearly  200  men,  falling  into  line.    Colonel  Walker 
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gallantly  attacked  them,  and,  after  a  brief  but  firm  resistance,  they 
broke  and  fled  to  the  wood.  The  gallant  Major  Koper,  of  the  Sixth 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  with  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Eegi- 
ment,  under  Captain  Jones,  of  that  regiment,  made  a  dashing  charge, 
and  captured  and  destroyed  many  of  their  number. 

Our  loss  was  1  killed,  1  mortally  and  1  severely  wounded,  and  2  slightly 
wounded.     The  rebel  loss  was  12  to  16  killed. 

Dr.  McMillan,  of  First  East  Tennessee  Infantry,  acting  brigade  sur- 
geon, reports  that  he  dressed  the  wounds  of  13,  several  of  which  were 
mortal.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  it  was  impossible  to  learn 
with  certainty  their  entire  loss. 

The  railroad  bridge  across  the  Watauga  River,  some  300  feet  in  length, 
was  soon  in  flames,  and  entirely  destroyed ;  also  a  large  number  of 
arms  and  valuable  stores.  The  captured  locomotive  was  run  into  the 
river  and  completely  demolished,  destroying  in  its  passage  one  of  the 
piers  of  the  bridge. 

The  men  and  horses,  especially  the  latter,  were  much  worn  and  jaded 
from  constant  travel  and  loss  of  rest.  The  alarm  had  been  given ;  the 
rebels  had  the  road  open  to  Knoxville,  and  could  move  up  a  strong 
force  to  resist  us.  I  also  learned  that  some  500  cavalry  and  four  guns, 
under  Colonel  Folk,  were  within  3  miles  of  us  5  that  an  infantry  force 
would  be  concentrated  at  Johnson's  Depot,  6  miles  west  of  Carter's  Sta- 
tion, by  daylight ;  and,  further,  that  Humphrey  Marshall,  who  was  at 
Abingdon,  was  moving  his  troops  to  occupy  the  passes  in  the  mount- 
ains, and  thus  cut  off  our  egress.  It  was  deemed  prudent,  therefore,  to 
return. 

We  left  Watauga  about  midnight,  and,  after  a  hard  march,  reached 
Kingsport,  at  the  mouth  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Holston  River,  at  sun- 
set on  the  31st  ultimo.  After  feeding  and  resting  a  short  time,  and  issu- 
ing a  ration  of  meat  to  the  men,  we  were  again  in  the  saddle.  We  passed 
some  8  miles  north  of  Rogersville,  and  reached  Looney's  Gap,  in  Clinch 
Mountain,  late  in  the  afternoon;  passed  through  without  opposition, 
and  about  11  p.  m.  of  January  1  reached  a  place  in  the  edge  of  Hancock 
County,  Tennessee,  where  forage  could  be  obtained,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night.  This  was  the  first  night's  rest  we  had  been  able  to  take 
since  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo.  The  command  had  been  annoyed 
during  the  day  and  night  by  bushwhackers,  but  we,  providentially, 
escaped  with  only  2  men  slightly  wounded. 

Soon  after  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  we  resumed  our 
march  loward  Jonesville,  Lee  County,  Virginia,  with  the  intention  of 
reaching  the  foot  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains,  on  the  Kentucky  side, 
before  we  halted.  Our  march  was  much  impeded  during  the  day  by  bush- 
whackers, who  constantly  annoyed  our  front  and  rear.  Just  before  we 
reached  Jonesville,  they  endeavored  to  check  us  by  occupying  the  hills 
in  our  front  with  two  companies  (supposed  to  be  Larmer's  and  Staley's), 
but  they  were  soon  driven  from  their  strong  positions  b}^  the  skirmishers 
of  the  Second  Michigan. 

We  reached  Jonesville  late  in  the  afternoon,  but,  before  the  rear 
guard  had  passed,  they  were  attacked  by  about  200  rebels.  Colonel 
Walker  took  charge  of  the  rear  guard,  re-enforced  by  two  light  compa- 
nies, and  drove  them  back  to  the  wood.  Several  of  their  number  were 
killed ;  1  in  the  village  of  Jonesville.  Some  20  were  captured  during 
the  day.  We  sustained  no  loss.  From  prisoners  we  learned  that  the 
passes  in  Clinch  and  Powell's  Mountains,  through  which  we  marched 
in  going  to  Union,  had  been  blockaded,  and  were  occupied  by  three  or 
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four  companies  of  infantry.  We  reached  the  foot  of  Cumberland  Mount- 
ains, passing  through  Crank's  Gap  at  11  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked,  men  and 
horses  completely  jaded  and  worn,  having  been,  in  the  last  five  days 
and  seventeen  hours,  out  of  the  saddle  but  thirty  hours. 

On  the  5th  instant  the  command  reached  Manchester,  Clay  County, 
and  rested  on  the  day  following.  The  march  was  resumed  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th,  and  on  the  8th  I  received  your  order  directing  the  several 
detachments  to  be  sent  to  their  respective  camps. 

After  reaching  Eichmond,  on  the  9th  instant,  they  separated,  the 
First  Battalion  Seventh  Ohio  moving  on  to  Winchester,  and  the  two 
battalions  Second  Michigan  and  Ninth  Pennsylvania  to  Nicholasville. 

jSTotwith standing  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  severity  of  the 
marches,  and  the  scanty  supply  of  rations  for  no  inconsiderable  portion 
of  the  time,  both  officers  and  men  bore  their  hardships  without  a  single 
murmur  or  a  word  of  complaint.  They  returned,  after  a  journey  of  470 
miles,  170  of  which  were  in  the  enemy's  country,  in  high  spirits  and  in 
good  condition,  proud  to  think  they  had  accomplished  a  feat  which,  for 
hazard  and  hardships,  has  no  jiarallel  in  the  history  of  war. 

Where  all  were  so  ready  and  willing  to  do  their  duty,  and  performed 
it  with  so  much  cheerfulness  and  alacrity,  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  select 
a  portion  for  special  commendation,  but  the  two  battalions  of  the  Sec- 
ond Michigan,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell,  deserve 
particular  notice  for  their  drill,  discipline,  and  efficiency.  From  the 
superiority  of  their  arms,  and  their  skill  in  their  use,  they  seemed  to 
feel  themselves  invincible,  and,  whenever  there  was  an  enemy  to  meet, 
they  advanced  against  him  with  the  coolness  and  steadiness  of  veterans. 

I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  the  following  officers,  who  were 
temporarily  attached  to  my  staif,  and  to  whose  zeal  and  faithful  services 
I  bear  willing  testimony.  I  hope  that  you  will  bring  them  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  the  proper  authorities :  Col.  James  P.  T.  Carter,  Second 
Eegiment  East  Tennessee  Infantry;  Col.  T.  T.  Garrard,  Third  Regiment 
Kentucky  Infantry ;  Maj.  W.  P.  Roj^er,  Sixth  Regiment  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry; Capt.  L.  D.  Watkins,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  and  chief  of  cavalry; 
Capt.  T.  B.  Brooks,  New  York  Volunteer  Engineers;  Capt.  T.  McNish, 
Third  Regiment  East  Tennessee  Infantry,  and  Capt.  T.  H.  Easley,  Third 
Regiment  East  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

To  Colonel  Carter's  knowledge  of  the  people  and  country  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  railroad  bridge  is  mainly  due  our  success  at  those  points,  with 
so  small  a  loss  of  life. 

Colonel  Garrard,  an  officer  of  sound  judgment  and  great  discretion, 
was  of  invaluable  service  in  passing  through  the  mountains  of  Eastern 
Kentucky.  He  gave  his  whole  heart  to  the  work,  and  was  of  great 
service  to  the  expedition. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  Capt.  C.  W.  Cowan,  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  Dr.  C.  W.  McMillan,  acting  brigade  surgeon,  and  Lieut.  S.  H. 
Robinson,  aide-de-camp,  my  special  thanks  are  due  for  the  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  they  at  all  times  performed  their  (under  the  circum- 
stances) difficult  duties. 

I  inclose  the  report  of  Colonel  Walker,  commanding  cavalry  brigade, 
and  also  the  list  of  paroled  prisoners. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  CARTER, 
Brigadier  General  of  Volunteers. 

Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  GRANaER, 

Commanding  Army  of  Kentucky. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Col,  Charles  J.  Walker,  Tenth  KentucTcy  Cavalry,  commanding 

Cavalry  Brigade, 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Richmond,  Ky.,  January  9,  1863. 

Captain  :  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  pursuant  to  instructions 
from  Headquarters  Forces  in  the  Field,  dated  Lexington,  Kj.,  December 
19,  1862,  I  proceeded  to  Nicholasville  on  the  19th  ultimo  and  assumed 
command  of  that  portion  of  the  cavalry  brigade  (Ninth  Pennsylvania, 
430  men,  two  battalions  Second  Michigan,  320  men)  stationed  at  that 
place. 

On  the  20th  this  force  marched  from  Nicholasville  to  Kirks ville ;  on 
the  21st  to  Big  Hill,  and  on  the  22d  to  McKee.  Here  we  were  delayed 
by  the  non-arrival  of  our  provision  train  until  about  10  a.  m.  on  the  24th. 
This  delay  I  do  not  hesitate  to  attribute  to  the  incompetency  and  lack 
of  energy  in  the  of&cer  in  command  of  the  escort.  The  delay  was  inex- 
cusable. I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  at  present  to  furnish  the  name  of 
the  officer. 

On  the  24th  we  marched  from  McKee  and  encamped  at  Julius  Eob- 
inson's,  about  10  miles  north  of  Manchester,  and  on  the  25th  to  Met- 
calf's,  on  the  Eed  Bird.  We  were  joined  during  the  day  by  one  bat- 
talion of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Major  Reaney. 

On  the  26th  we  marched  to  Asher's,  and  again  encamped  on  Red 
Bird.  On  the  27th,  taking  the  road  up  Philips'  Ford,  of  Red  Bird,  we 
crossed  the  Pine  Mountains  and  encamped  at  Brit  ton's,  on  the  south 
ford  of  the  Cumberland  River,  12  miles  from  Crank's  Gap. 

On  the  28th  we  marched  to  the  top  of  Cumberland  Mountains  through 
Crank's  Gap,  from  which  point  we  marched  night  and  day  until  our 
return  to  this  side  of  the  mountains. 

Leaving  the  gap  on  the  night  of  the  28th  by  a  road  passing  about 
5  miles  to  the  north  of  Jonesville,  we  crossed  Waller's  Ridge,  passed 
through  Stickleyville,  Pattonsville,  Estillville,  and  arrived  at  Blounts- 
ville,  Tenn.,  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.  Here  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  was,  by  order  of  the  general  com- 
manding, detached  with  his  command,  and  ordered  to  march  at  once 
on  Union,  now  called  Zollicoffer.  The  force  at  this  place,  about  150 
strong,  surrendered  without  firing  a  shot.  Our  entire  force  reached  this 
place  soon  after  Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  had  taken  possession  of 
it,  when  we  at  once  proceeded  to  destroy  the  wagon  and  railroad 
bridges  over  the  Holstou.  We  also  destroyed  the  railroad  depot,  several 
cars,  and  a  quantity  of  salpeter  and  salt  found  here.  I  then  proceeded, 
by  General  Carter's  order,  with  six  companies  of  the  command,  making 
in  all  181  men,  to  Carter's  Depot,  10  miles  below  this  point.  On  the  way 
down  we  captured  a  locomotive  and  tender  and  several  rebel  prisoners, 
including  one  colonel. 

The  credit  of  this  capture  is  due  entirely  to  Colonel  Carter,  Second 
Tennessee  Infantry,  who,  throughout  the  whole  expedition,  rendered 
the  most  invaluable  service. 

We  arrived  at  Carter's  Depot  a  few  minutes  before  sunset,  and  imme- 
diately attacked  the  place.  The  affair  was  short,  but  brisk.  The  enemy 
made  a  spirited  resistance  for  a  few  minutes  and  then  fled  to  the  brush. 
Major  Roper,  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  in  command  of  two  companies 
of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  under  Captain  Jones,  did  good  service,  and 
by  a  well-timed  charge  completed  the  rout  of  the  enemy. 
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We  lost  1  killed  (Seventh  Ohio),  and  4  wounded  (2  from  Second  Michi- 
gan and  2  from  Ninth  Pennsylvania).  The  enemy  lost  12  killed,  15  or  20 
wounded,  and  138  prisoners.  This  force  is  said  to  have  been  about  200. 
In  consequence  of  the  darkness  and  of  our  short  stay  at  this  place,  it  was 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact  strength  or  loss  of  the  enemy. 

We  destroyed  the  railroad  over  the  Watauga,  burned  their  camp,  to- 
gether with  all  their  arms  and  accouterments,  and  at  12.30  p.  m.  on  the 
31st  started  on  our  return.  We  were  undisturbed,  except  by  bush- 
whackers, who  fired  on  us  from  almost  every  hill  until  we  reached  Jones- 
ville.  Here  our  rear  guard  had  quite  a  brisk  skirmish  with  a  party  of 
the  enemy,  about  150  strong.  The  enemy  lost  2  killed  in  this  skirmish ; 
we  were  unharmed. 

On  the  night  of  the  2d  we  recrossed  the  mountain  through  Crank's 
Gap,  and,  by  easy  marches,  reached  this  place  to-day,  when,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  of  the  general  commanding,  I  divided  the  brigade, 
sending  the  Seventh  Ohio  to  their  old  camp,  at  Winchester,  and  the 
Second  Michigan  and  Ninth  Pennsylvania  to  theirs,  at  Mcholasville. 

Our  loss  during  this  expedition,  I  find  by  the  reports  of  the  regimental 
commanders,  to  be — killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  19.  Of  this  the  Ohio 
battalion  lost  1  killed  and  8  missing;  the  Michigan,  1  killed  and  7  miss- 
ing, and  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  2  wounded.  Total,  19.  In  this  num- 
ber are  included  2  men  who  were  accidentally  crippled  by  the  falling  of 
their  horses,  1  man  left  sick,  and  5  men  who  were  left  at  different  points 
to  take  care  of  our  sick  and  wounded.  The  others  missing  were,  no 
doubt,  picked  up  by  the  enemy's  scouts. 

For  my  command  it  is  but  proper  to  say  that  for  their  patient  endur- 
ance of  hardships  and  cheerful  submission  to  all  the  privations  attend- 
ing this  expedition,  both  officers  and  men  deserve  the  highest  com- 
mendation. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  J.  WALKER, 
Colonel  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  0.  W.  Cowan, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Lexington,  Ky. 


No.  4. 


Re/port  of  Lieut,  Gen,  E.  Kirhy  Smith,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  East  Tennessee. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  January  1,  1863. 

A  large  cavalry  force,  consisting  of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  and  Sec- 
ond Ohio  and  Seventh  Ohio,  from  Rosecrans'  army,  I  suppose,  has  passed 
through  Southern  Kentucky,  Russell  and  Scott  Counties,  Virginia,  seized 
the  railroad,  and  burned  the  bridges  between  Jonesborough  and  Bristol. 
I  think  they  are  striking  at  the  salt-works.  I  have  no  cavalry  at  my 
disposal  to  meet  them.  On  November  15  I  ordered  the  First  Louisiana, 
the  First  Georgia,  and  Adrian's  battalion  of  cavalry  to  proceed,  via 
Monticello  and  Somerset,  across  the  mountain  toward  London  and 
Mount  Yernon,  to  obtain  information  of  the  enemy's  movements,  and 
ascertain  if  any  forces  were  approaching  from  these  directions,  and  re- 
turn through  Cumberland  and  Big  Creek  Gaps.  General  Bragg  ordered 
back  this  cavalry.    I  arrested  the  commanding  officer,  and  directed  the 
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next  senior  officer  to  proceed  to  Montgomery  and  report  by  letter.  I 
communicated  this  to  General  Bragg  in  a  letter  dated  December  9,  in- 
stant; requested  him  to  enforce  my  order,  and  added  that  the  non-com- 
pliance of  Colonel  [J.  J.]  Morrison  with  my  instructions,  ordering  him 
into  Kentucky,  may  have  endangered  this  department.  I  have,  up  to 
this  time,  had  no  report  from  these  troops. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 
Lieutenant- General  J  Commanding, 
General  [S.]  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Maj,  Gen,  Samuel  Jones,  C,  S,  Army,  commanding  Department 

of  West  Virginia, 

Dublin,  Tenn.,  Becemher  31, 1862. 

General  [H.]  Marshall  reports  that  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
estimated  from  2,000  to  4,000,  passed  Pendleton  Gap  on  the  28th  instant 
and  burned  the  bridge  over  Watauga,  at  Union,  East  Tenn.,  yesterday. 
I  have  sent  all  my  troops  immediately  available  to  General  Marshall  to 
protect  the  salt-works  and  the  road  within  this  department,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, to  intercept  the  enemy. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- General, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  a/nd  Inspector  General, 


No.  6. 


Reports  of  Brig,  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall,  C.  8,  Army,  of  operations 

December  30-January  7. 

Abingdon,  Va.,  January  7,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  You  will  understand  my  delay  in  writing,  as  I  promised 
to  do  at  our  last  interview  in  Richmond,  when  I  tell  you  that  I  was  much 
indisposed  for  nearly  a  week  after  my  return,  and  then  heard  you  had 
passed  here  going  west.  I  reached  here  to-day  after  an  absence  in  the 
saddle  since  December  30,  during  which  time  I  made  a  pursuit  of  the 
Yankee  force  under  General  Carter,  which  did  not  prove  quite  a  success, 
if  catching  them  and  thrashing  them  means  alone  success.  They  were 
2,000  strong,  and  splendidly  armed  with  Colt's  five-shooting  rifles  and 
army  revolving  pistols.  I  do  not  doubt  they  had  twenty  shots  to  my 
one.  I  had  for  action  750  men.  I  came  upon  their  rear  at  Jonesville, 
Lee  County,  Virginia,  at  nightfall  on  the  2d  instant,  and  exchanged  a 
volley  as  my  skirmishers  passed  into  the  town  and  their  rear  guard  re- 
tired. They  passed  out  at  the  gap  called  Crank's  Gap  by  11  o'clock  that 
night.  I  did  not  pursue  past  Jonesville  except  by  a  picket  of  30  men,  to 
watch  that  they  did  not  encamp,  for  in  4  miles  from  Jonesville  to  the  gap 
the  road  crosses  two  high  ridgee,  and  then  skirts  between  wooded  hills 
across  two  very  narrow  vales,  all  the  way  being  a  succession  of  the  finest 
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plac<^s  for  ambuscades,  to  which,  of  course,  my  men  would  be  subjected, 
and  which  I  would  not  subject  them  to  without  some  compensating 
reason.  I  could  not  bring  the  enemy  to  a  general  engagement.  He 
was  retreating  as  fast  as  he  could  out  of  the  State,  and  did  retire  from 
it  before  me  in  three  hours  after  I  came  upon  him — superior  to  me  by 
three  to  one  in  numbers  and  by  more  than  ten  to  one  in  armament.  I 
did  everything  that  could  be  done  to  intercept  him,  for,  hearing  of  his 
raid  for  the  first  time  on  Monday  night  at  10  p.  m.,  I  made  dispositions 
to  meet  him  as  rapidly  as  they  could  be  made.  In  half  an  hour  my 
orders  to  every  corps  of  my  command  had  been  dispatched. 

The  information  I  received  was  by  telegraphic  dispatch,  which  came 
by  the  way  of  Morristown,  Tenn.,  from  Pattsonville,  Va.,  dated  Monday, 
December  29,  and  reaching  me  at  Abingdon  at  9.30  p.  m. : 

The  enemy's  cavalry,  4,000  strong,  passed  this  point  to-day  at  1.30  p.  m.,  marching 
on  Bristol,  45  miles  from  this  place. 

This  was  signed  by  Captain  [S.  P.]  Larmer,  one  of  [R.  C]  Trigg's  par- 
tisan rangers,  who  was  gathering  up  deserters  in  the  western  counties. 
If  there  was  anything  of  truth  in  it,  my  first  thought  was  that  the  raid 
was  meant  not  for  Bristol,  but  the  salt  works  above  this  place  18  miles, 
and  Captain  Larmer  could  not  possibly  tell  by  the  march  of  the  enemy 
by  Pattonsville  where  his  point  of  attack  would  be,  nor  could  any  one, 
until  he  arrived  at  Estillville.  There  he  would  pass  Moccasin  Gap,  in 
the  Clinch  Mountains,  and  from  that  point  he  might  feint  upon  Bristol 
or  Holston  Bridge,  in  Tennessee,  while,  in  fact,  his  main  body  might  be 
moving  on  the  salt  works.  At  Estillville  he  could  turn  up  the  valley  of 
Moccasin  Creek  or  up  the  valley  of  Copper  Creek,  crossing  at  Osborne's 
Ford,  or  he  might  come  up  the  Reedy  Creek  road  or  up  the  valley  of  Hol- 
ston River  and  take  the  Poor  Valley  road.  To  meet  this  possible  or 
probable  move  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  my  battalion  of  Georgia  artillery 
to  move  from  Jefferson ville,  in  Tazewell  County  (where  it  was  stationed), 
28  miles,  with  dispatch,  and  cover  Saltville.  This  order  was  executed 
by  the  evening  of  the  30th,  the  information  having  reached  Jeft'erson ville 
by  the  middle  of  the  day  on  the  30th. 

I  adopted  the  road  from  Abingdon  to  Pound  Gap  as  my  line  of  defense, 
and  in  front  of  it,  looking  westward,  all  the  roads  leading  to  Estillville 
as  my  lines  of  observation.  I  had  [H.  L.]  Giltner's  cavalry  regiment  at 
Lebanon,  in  Russell  County.  I  ordered  it  to  hold  its  position,  throwing 
strong  pickets  to  Russell  Old  Court- House,  and  to  Hanson  ville  (10  miles 
on  one  road  and  7  on  another),  and  from  these  pickets  to  throw  out 
vedettes  along  the  Copper  Creek,  Moccasin  Creek,  and  Poor  Valley  roads, 
leading  toward  Estillville.  I  sent  from  this  place  a  squad  of  20  horses 
to  Holston  Ford,  7  miles  back,  with  orders  to  communicate  with  the 
pickets  at  Hansonville,  and  at  the  same  time  to  throw  vedettes  down 
the  river  road  leading  to  Estillville.  The  mounted  battalion  of  [Maj, 
V.  A.]  Witcher  [Thirty-fourth  Virginia],  then  at  Chatham  Hill,  in  Smyth 
County,  I  ordered  to  move  via  Saltville  and  down  the  Poor  Valley 
until  it  came  to  the  Abingdon  road,  leading  to  Pound  Gap,  taking  its 
station  there  just  to  the  south  of  Little  Moccasin  Gap.  By  these 
arrangements  I  manned  a  line  of  28  miles  from  Abingdon,  and  made 
reconnaissance  of  all  the  roads  leading  from  Estillville  toward  that 
line,  while  I  brought  my  mounted  forces  within  supporting  distance  of 
each  other,  ready  to  concentrate  upon  whichever  road  the  enemy 
might  be  approaching. 

[Col.  C]  Slemp's  regiment  of  infantry  (about  600  strong)  was  within 
2  miles  of  Bristol.     [Lieut.  Col.  E.  F.]  Clay^s  [Third  Kentucky]  battalion 
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of  mounted  rifles  (300)  was  at  the  Three  Springs,  in  5  miles  of  Bris- 
tol, on  the  Eeedy  Greek  road,  where  the  main  road  to  Abingdon  and 
that  to  Bristol  fork.  [MajorJ  Johnson's  battalion  of  mounted  rifles  (250) 
was  at  Kingsport,  or  its  vicinity,  7  miles  from  Big  Moccasin  Gap,  and 
about  17  miles  from  Bristol.  Johnson  himself  was  in  Abingdon  on  busi- 
ness that  night.  I  telegraphed  to  Bristol,  to  Colonel  Slemp,  immediately 
what  I  had  heard,  and  directed  him  to  send  a  courier  to  Clay  (3  miles 
from  him),  with  orders  to  scout  the  roads  leading  from  Estillville  to- 
ward Bristol,  and  that  they  should  co  operate  to  resist  the  approach  of 
the  enemy  toward  Bristol,  keeping  me  informed  at  once  of  all  they  ascer- 
tained as  to  his  route  and  purposes.  I  directed  Major  Johnson  to  repair 
that  night  to  Kingsport,  and  draw  his  force  back  in  the  direction  of 
Bristol  until  he  formed  a  junction  with  Clay.  I  hoped  by  this  arrange- 
ment to  have  my  forces  disposed  to  meet  the  enemy  whichever  way  he 
came,  and  to  hold  him  in  check  until  I  could  re-enforce  at  his  point  of 
assault,  so  as  to  repulse  or  capture  him.  This  diagram  will  give  you  au 
idea  of  the  relation  of  places  and  dispositions  : 


I  sent,  by  telegraph,  to  Wytheville  for  Jeffress'  and  Davidson's  bat- 
teries to  be  moved  to  Abingdon  by  rail  (guns,  carriages,  and  harness) 
that  night.  I  had  at  Abingdon  about  400  infantry,  under  Colonel  [H.J 
Hawkins.  All  the  dispositions  I  have  written  so  much  to  describe  I 
made  before  I  slept,  after  receiving  Larmer's  dispatch. 

December  30, — This  morning  I  found  that  the  agents  of  the  railroad 
had  started  the  rolling  stock  of  the  company  from  Bristol  about  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  with  Government  stores  that  were  in  Bristol,  and  had 
run  them  to  Abingdon  for  safety.  I  approved  the  proceeding,  and  ex- 
pressed my  gratification  that  the  cars  were  just  in  place  should  I  find 
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it  proper  to  re-enforce  the  troops  at  Bristol,  which,  I  stated,  I  expectM 
I  should  have  to  do  during  that  day,  after  I  could  hear  from  the  coun- 
try as  to  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  and  that  I  should,  at  all  events, 
desire  to  send  ammunition  to  Bristol,  which  I  at  once  directed  my  ord- 
nance officer  to  place  on  the  cars. 

By  10  a.  m.  the  scouts  from  the  Abingdon  road  to  Pound  Gap  reported 
that  the  Estillville  roads  in  front  of  their  line  had  been  scouted  for 
some  8  or  10  miles,  and  no  enemy  appeared  in  that  direction.  Slemp 
telegraphed  me  that  Clay  was  observing  the  enemy,  and  that  he  had 
turned  off  to  Blountsville,  which  was  in  9  miles  of  Bristol.  Johnson 
communicated  that  he  had  passed  Clay's  camp,  making  for  his  own, 
before  day,  and  had  come  upon  the  enemy  in  front  of  Clay's  pickets ; 
had  shot  a  sergeant  and  captured  two  prisoners  with  his  little  party,  but 
that  he  was  cut  off  from  Kingsport  and  could  not  get  to  his  camp,  and 
that  the  enemy  at  day- dawn  was  making  for  Blountsville,  said  by  the 
prisoners  to  be  from  2,600  to  3,000  strong,  composed  of  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Michigan,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee  [troops],  under  General  Carter, 
of  Tennessee.  I  immediately  ordered  Hawkins  to  move  to  the  railroad 
depot  at  Abingdon  his  400  infantry,  and  embark  on  the  cars  at  once  for 
Bristol.  I  telegraphed  Slemp  to  resist  the  enemy,  and  he  should  be  re- 
enforced  within  an  hour. 

Hawkins  reached  the  depot  by  11  a.  m.,  when,  to  my  utter  surprise,  I 
learned  the  cars  had  all  left  Abingdon  and  had  returned  to  Bristol  about 
9  o'clock.  I  directed  the  telegraphic  operator  to  telegraph  for  their  im- 
mediate return,  to  transport  troops  to  Bristol  from  Abingdon.  An  hour 
and  a  half  elapsed,  when  the  operator  handed  me  a  dispatch  to  him  from 
a  Mr.  [W.  S.]  Minor,  the  railroad  agent  at  Bristol : 

Does  General  Marshall  order  the  cars  to  Abingdon  ?  If  so,  let  him  say  how  many 
troops  he  wishes  to  transport. 

I  give  the  substance,  possibly  not  the  exact  words,  of  this  dispatch. 
Answered  immediately  by  telegraph : 

General  Marshall  orders  the  immediate  return  of  cars  to  transport  400  men  from 
Abingdon  to  Bristol. 

Another  hour  and  a  half  passed,  and  then  came  this  dispatch : 

If  General  Marshall  wants  the  cars  at  Abingdon,  he  will  have  to  confer  with  the 
general  superintendent  at  Lynchburg. 

This  was  done  as  soon  as  the  telegraph  could  do  it ;  and  now  wasthe 
first  time  I  was  aware  that  my  original  request  had  not  taken  that  direc- 
tion. Mr.  [T.]  Dodamead  telegraphed  to  me  that  the  cars  should  be  sent 
from  Bristol  immediately,  and  that  he  had  not  received  my  dispatch  of 
the  night  before  until  10  a.  m.  that  day,  but  that  cars  were  then  (2  p.  m.) 
loading  my  artillery  on  board  at  Wytheville. 

I  repaired  to  the  depot  in  person  in  about  an  hour,  with  my  staff,  to  go 
to  Bristol.  Slemp  telegraphed  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the  direction 
of  Union  from  Blountsville  with  a  part  of  his  force.  I  then  saw  he  was 
making  for  Holston  Bridge.  I  could  not  arrive  in  time  to  stop  him.  The 
cars  did  not  come  from  Bristol  until  after  dark,  and  my  men  had  been 
waiting  to  go  since  11  a.  m.  We  reached  Bristol  after  11  o'clock  at  night, 
and  learned  that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Holston,  burned  the  bridge, 
captured  the  guard  at  Union,  and  had  gone  before  sundown  westward, 
toward  the  Watauga  Bridge,  and,  doubtless,  had  destroyed  that  also, 
and  was,  when  last  heard  from,  going  west. 

Before  leaving  Abingdon  I  had  sent  a  courier  to  Colonel  [H.  L.]  Giltr 
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ner,  and  to  the  officer  commanding  Witcher's  battalion,  for  both  to  move 
immediately  to  Bristol.  My  artillery  arrived  from  Wytheville  at  Bristol 
as  soon  as  I  did,  but  not  the  horses,  which  had  been  started  on  the  night 
of  the  29th  by  land.  The  damage  to  the  bridges  was  done.  It  could 
have  been  avoided,  and  would  have  been,  had  the  railroad  agents  fur- 
nished the  cars  to  send  my  infantry  forward.  It  rained  hard  all  that 
evening. 

I  learned,  on  arriving  at  Bristol,  that  the  enemy  had  cut  the  telegraph 
wires  leading  west,  on  his  reaching  there  that  day  (the  30th).  I  learned 
further  that  the  telegraph  operator,  Mr.  [J.  O.lDuucan,  had  the  night 
before  (29th)  refused  to  let  Captain  [T.  W.  W.]  Davies,  the  commandant 
of  the  post  at  Bristol,  communicate  to  General  Smith,  at  Knoxville,  the 
letter  or  substance  of  my  dispatch  to  Colonel  Slemp  until  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  Colonel  Slemp  to  make  it  known,  as  it  was  a  rule  that  the 
contents  of  private  dispatches  should  not  be  made  known  until  it  was 
done  by  the  party  to  whom  addressed.  Slemp  was  2  miles  out  of  town. 
Duncan  was  positive.  A  courier  was  sent  to  Slemp  to  obtain  his  per- 
mission, though  the  moments  were  precious,  if  force  was  to  be  sent  from 
Ejioxville  to  the  bridges  to  strengthen  the  guards.  Before  the  courier 
got  back  from  Slemp's  camp,  Duncan  had  left  his  office  and  had  hid  his  in- 
strument working  westward,  and  neither  he  nor  his  instrument  could 
be  found  until  next  morning,  after  the  enemy  had  reached  the  telegraph 
wire  and  had  cut  off  the  connection  with  Knoxville.  I  inquired  as 
to  Mr.  Duncan's  sentiments,  and  was  told  that  he  was  well  known  as  a 
Union  man.  I  ordered  his  arrest  immediately,  and  felt  very  much  like 
arresting  Minor  also,  but  did  not.  General  Smith,  I  understand,  has 
released  Duncan,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  I  consider  a  very 
grave  mistake,  for,  if  such  a  case  goes  unpunished  in  East  Tennessee, 
we  shall  have  plenty  of  such  cases.  I  supposed  he  was  in  this  depart- 
ment. Major-General  Jones  suggested  to  me  his  release,  because  they 
said  they  could  not  work  the  railroad  without  the  operator  of  the  tele- 
graph at  Bristol.  I  refused  to  release  him,  and  ordered  the  operator  at 
Abingdon  to  repair  to  Bristol,  which  he  did.  It  was  discovered  that 
Duncan  did  not  live  in  this  department,  and  General  Kirby  Smith,  it 
appears,  released  him  after  I  left  Bristol.  It  is  proper  you  should  be 
apprised  of  this  whole  state  of  facts.  I  [have]  no  interest  in  the  result 
beyond  the  public  good.  I  have  never  seen  Duncan,  and  never  heard 
of  him  before  December  30. 

December  31  found  me  at  Bristol  j  the  enemy's  whereabouts  unknown. 
The  picket  of  cavalry  at  Union  reported  that  at  11  a-  m.  he  was  encamped 
at  3  miles  from  Union,  between  the  Holston  and  Watauga,  but  appeared 
to  be  preparing  to  move.  I  ordered  Captain  [W.  W,]  Baldwin,  in  com- 
mand of  a  squadron  of  Partisan  Eangers,  to  move  to  Blountsville,  and 
thence  to  watch  the  road  from  Carter's  Depot  to  Eangsport,  and  to  report 
promptly  every  movement  of  the  enemy. 

By  2  p.  m.  Giltner's  regiment  of  Kentucky  cavalry  entered  Bristol, 
having  come  from  Lebanon  since  midnight — 550  men.  I  should  have 
said  that  I  ordered  [Thomas]  Johnson's  camp  at  Kingsport  to  be  broken 
up,  and  his  train  to  move  last  night  to  the  Three  Springs,  so  as  to  get 
behind  our  forces.  Three  companies  of  Johnson's  men  came  iu  about  12 
o'clock  today.  Clay's  men  a  good  deal  fagged  from  active  scouting  for 
the  past  thirty-six  hours.  In  a  short  time  after  Giltner's  arrival.  Cap- 
tain Baldwin  reports  from  Blountsville  that  the  enemy  has  encamped,  in 
force  of  about  500,  at  Hull's,  4  miles  from  Blountsville,  on  the  Jones- 
borough  road,  and  is  now  there,  feeding.  The  picket  from  Union  reports 
that  the  enemy  has  moved,  and  seems  to  be  taking  the  direction  of 
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Blountsville.    The  road  up  Beaver  Creek  comes  from  HulPs  directly  to 

Bristol,  without  passing  by  Blountsville,  thus : 


Blomitsville. 


null's.  Bristol. 

There  is  a  country  road  (a  by-path)  leadirig  from  HulPs  across  the 
country  to  the  Kingsport  road  ;  thence  crossing  Eden^s  Ridge,  at  Shea- 
ver^s  Falls,  into  the  road  leading  out  to  Estilh  ille,  by  Moccasin  Gap. 

A  second  and  a  third  dispatch  from  Captain  Baldwin  informs  me  the 
enemy  is  encamped  at  HulPs,  though  it  is  believed  a  part  of  his  force 
has  gone  to  Kingsport  to  destroy  Johnson's  camp.  The  force  of  the 
enemy  is  reported  everywhere  at  from  1,700  to  2,500.  If  1  move  upon 
Blountsville  to  intercept  his  passage  by  that  place,  he  may  move  from 
HulPs  to  Bristol  by  a  different  road ;  so  while  I  go  out  to  catch  him,  he 
may  come  in  and  catch  me.  If  1  move  all  upon  him  at  HulPs,  he  clearly 
passes  off  at  Moccasin  Gap  and  escapes.  I  give  my  own  reflections  as 
to  the  situation.  I  determine  to  move  my  whole  infantry  force,  with  a 
section  of  artillery,  to  Blountsville  late  in  the  evening;  to  retain  my 
mounted  force  until  the  cars  come  in,  so  as  not  to  uncover  Bristol  until 
a  force  I  expect  from  Salem  shall  have  arrived. 

At  7  p.  m.  [Baldwin  reports  from  Blountsville  that  he  has  reconnoitered 
the  country  around  that  place,  and  the  enemy  is  still  m  camp  at  HulPs, 
though  some  1,500  of  his  force  have  crossed  the  Eden's  Ridge.  Capt.  J. 
G.  Bedford,  who  was  on  picket  at  Union,  reports  at  7.15  o'clock  that  he 
has  crossed  from  Union  to  Blountsville,  and  the  enemy  has  taken  the 
direction  of  Kingsport  without  coming  to  Blountsville.  I  thought  it  was 
now  plain  that  it  was  a  race  between  us  for  Moccasin  Gap,  and  that  if  he 
had  gone  by  Kingsport — making  a  detour  of  some  6  miles  to  the  west 
of  the  gap,  in  order  to  rescue  the  30  East  Tennesseeans  we  had  captured 
the  day  before  in  trying  to  go  to  Kentucky,  and  some  8  or  10  of  his  cav- 
alry my  men  had  picked  up — I  could  gain  the  gap  before  him  with  my 
mounted  force,  and  check  him  until  my  infantry  and  artillery  could  come 
up  and  make  the  engagement  definitive  between  us.  My  whole  mounted 
force  was  advanced  rapidly  to  Moccasin  Gap,  passing  my  infantry  and 
artillery  at  midnight  at  Blountsville,  and  gained  Moccasin  Gap  (19  miles 
from  Bristol)  before  daylight  on  the  Ist.  I  saw  the  force  from  Salem 
arrive  in  the  cars  at  Bristol,  put  Colonel  [Ambrose  C]  Dunn  in  command, 
and,  with  my  mind  easy  about  Bristol,  rode  on  to  Blountsville,  put  my 
infantry  and  artillery  en  route  for  the  gap,  and  passed  on  myself  to  the 
cavalry  force,  which  I  was  now  informed  had  reached  the  gap  before 
the  enemy.  Scouts  from  the  direction  of  Kingsport  come  in  early  this 
New  Year's  morning,  who  tell  me  the  enemy  entered  Kingsport  after 
night  and  stopped  awhile,  but  again  moved  in  the  night,  and  had  taken 
down  the  south  side  of  the  Clinch  Range,  in  the  direction  of  Rogersville, 
Tenn. 

There  are  several  gaps  practicable  for  cavalry  to  lead  over  within  12 
miles  of  Kingsport;  so,  resting  my  infantry  and  artillery  to  hold  Moc- 
casin Gap,  I  took  all  my  mounted  force  and  took  down  the  north  side  of 
the  same  range,  intending  to  meet  the  enemy  should  he  try  the  experi- 
ment of  leading  over  the  mountains,  and  to  intercept  his  egress,  if  pos- 
sible, by  whatever  route  he  might  go.  Passing  Estillville,  2  miles  be- 
hind Moccasin  Gap,  I  took  the  road  to  Speer's  Ferry  (where  the  enemy 
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had  crossed  to  Clinch  Eiver  as  he  came  in),  and  reached  it,  crossed,  and 
went  on  to  within  4  miles  of  Pattonsville  by  midnight.  I  learned  that 
one  road  led  directly  up  the  valley  of  the  Clinch,  another  from  Sneeds- 
ville  passed  up  Stock  Creek.  I  had  now  passed  both  of  these,  and  I 
should  feel  very  silly  if  the  enemy,  taking  one  of  these,  should  cross  my 
trail  behind  me  and  pass  over  to  the  road  from  Estill ville  to  Glades ville. 
He  could  cross  the  Clinch  at  Kyle's  Ford  (some  14  miles  below  me),  and 
take  either  of  the  roads  I  have  named,  or  he  could  take  up  the  North 
Fork  of  the  Clinch  and  pass  out  at  Pattons ville,  a  point  4  miles  in  front 
of  my  present  position ;  or  he  could  pass  out  bj^  Stickley ville,  12  miles 
in  front  of  my  then  position ;  but  where  he  was  or  where  he  intended 
to  go  I  had  not  ascertained.  My  men  had  ridden  all  the  night  before  j 
Giltner's  regiment  had  been  in  the  saddle  forty-eight  hours.  The  men 
had  had  but  once  anything  to  eat,  such  as  they  could  get  in  passing 
Estillville,  and  the  poor  fellows  were  sleeping  on  their  horses  as  we  rode 
along.  I  halted  in  the  woods  at  midnight  to  let  the  men  sleep  until 
dawn.  In  a  short  time  scouts  came  in,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy 
had  crossed  the  mountains  at  War  Gap,  and  had  crossed  the  river  12 
miles  below  Speer's  Ferry,  and  at  8  p.  m.  was  encamped.  He  had  crossed 
at  Kyle's  Ford. 

It  turned  out  the  enemy  did  not  pass  the  War  Gap,  but  through  Loo- 
ney's  Gap  (lower  down)  j  that  he  did  not  cross  Clinch  Eiver  that  night, 
but  encamped  for  a  time  to  rest  4  miles  from  the  river.  He  crossed 
Kyle's  Ford  before  day,  and  reached  Hunter's  Gap  by  12  o'clock  on 
January  2.  There  he  was  fired  on  by  some  of  Larmer's  men,  and  from 
that  point  was  troubled  by  bushwhackers.  I  rested  until  dawn,  sup- 
posing the  enemy  to  be  in  camp,  and,  not  knowing  what  road  he  would 
take,  I  ordered  my  infantry  to  move  forward  to  Speer's  Ferry  by  rapid 
march,  and,  if  the  enemy  did  not  come  that  way,  to  come  on  to  Pattons- 
ville,  which  was  20  miles  from  Estillville. 

I  moved  at  dawn  to  Pattonsville,  and  there  I  was  informed  that  Jones- 
ville  was  occupied  by  400  infantry,  with  some  artillery,  and  two  corajjanies 
of  cavalry,  which  had  been  sent  up  from  Cumberland  Gap,  only  35  miles 
from  Jonesville.  I  detached  my  son's  (John  J.  Marshall)  company  [I, 
Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry]  from  Giltner's  regiment,  and  sent  it  down 
the  North  Fork  of  Clinch  to  find  out  the  trail  of  the  enemy,  and,  if  he 
was  coming  up  by  Pattonsville,  to  dispatch  to  me ;  if  he  passed  through 
Hunter's  Gap,  to  harass  his  rear  and  follow  him  to  Jonesville,  and  that 
I  would  move  the  rest  of  the  force  on  the  arc  to  Jonesville,  now  distant 
20  miles.  I  crossed  Powell's  Mountain  (north  side  sleek  with  ice),  entered 
Stickley  ville ;  no  news.  Sent  forward  Lieutenant  [J.  N.]  Gibson  with 
10  men  to  Jonesville,  to  let  the  force  there  know  I  was  near  and  coming, 
should  the  enemy  attack  it.  Arrived  at  Powell  Eiver,  8  miles  from 
Jonesville ;  received  a  dispatch  from  Gibson  that  he  heard  heavy  firing 
in  the  direction  of  Hunter's  Gap  ;  put  my  whole  force  to  a  trot.  Gibson 
again  dispatched  at  1^  miles  from  Jonesville  that  the  tiring  continued 
heavy,  and  he  heard  artillery.  I  ordered  our  speed  to  increase,  if  pos- 
sible. Arrived  at  1  mile  from  Jonesville ;  met  Gibson,  who  informed 
me  the  enemy  had  entered  the  town  unknown  an  hour  since,  having 
prisoners  in  charge,  and  now  occupied  the  town  in  force.  I  ordered 
Clay  to  open  the  attack  at  once.  Giltner  was  now  at  least  2  to  3  miles 
behind,  his  horses  so  fagged  that  they  could  not  make  the  speed,  for 
they  had  marched  105  miles  from  Lebanon.  The  rifles  dismounted  and 
formed  in  about  300  yards  of  the  town,  and  opened  fire  at  once.  The 
enemy  was  in  the  streets  and  massed  at  the  court-house,  and  on  the 
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hill  to  the  north  of  the  town  Giltner  came  up.  On  the  hill  south  of  the 
town  the  enemy  made  his  appearance,  occupying  a  thicket.  I  ordered 
a  squadron  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  and  drive  him  from  it;  promptly 
done.  I  moved  Giltner^s  men  to  a  height  immediately  south,  about  250 
yards  from  the  court-house,  which  was  done  very  promptly,  and  then  I 
ordered  the  corps  to  advance  into  the  village.  The  enemy  sounded 
"  boots  and  saddles"  on  his  bugles,  and  left  the  village  immediately. 
My  skirmishers  passed  across  the  village,  and  over  the  hill  to  the  north 
of  it  until  they  struck  the  woods,  and  penetrated  them  until  they  came 
to  what  is  called  the  Harlan  road,  leading  to  Harlan  County,  Kentucky. 
1  had  by  this  time  learned  in  the  town  that  the  enemy  had  passed  a  large 
part  of  his  force  west  of  the  village,  through  the  farms  of  Widow  Pardoe 
and  Mr.  Mildown,  and  learned  that  the  front  of  his  column  was  ])robably 
by  that  time  at  the  gap.  The  moon  was  now  shining ;  the  road  was  un- 
known to  me ;  it  lay  between  slopes  and  heavy  ridges,  and  these  heavily 
timbered  with  strong  black-jack  undergrowth,  and  I  saw  nothing  for 
such  a  pursuit  against  a  force  far  heavier  than  my  own  but  the  loss  of 
valuable  men  without  a  single  compensating  consequence.  They  could 
have  shot  my  men  down  from  the  brushy  slopes  without  giving  us  any 
chance.  I  refused  to  order  them  into  ambush  after  ambush,  and  there- 
fore gave  up  the  chase. 

Next  day  I  rode  out  to  the  gap  and  examined  the  road,  and  congratu- 
lated myself  that  I  had  not  attempted  the  pursuit  any  farther.  If  you 
have  been  interested  enough  to  read  this,  you  have  the  detailed  and 
distinct  view  of  the  whole  affair  from  beginning  to  end.  We  made  them 
abandon  some  7  horses  and  we  gathered  in  some  10  prisoners. 

They  marched  on  the  3d  in  the  morning  from  the  other  side  of  Crank^s 
Gap  in  the  direction  of  Harlan  Court-House,  the  talk  in  their  camp  being 
that  it  would  take  them  some  seven  or  eight  days  to  get  back  to  their 
camp  at  Percyville,  Ky.  I  left  my  infantry  and  artillery  at  Jonesville, 
for  I  ordered  it,  when  I  heard  of  firing  near  Hunter^s  Gap,  to  move  from 
Pattonsville,  so  as  to  get  in  the  enemy's  rear,  should  I  engage  him  near 
Hunter's  Gap,  as  I  supposed  would  be  the  case,  and  it  was  then  moved 
on  to  Jonesville.  Having  no  tents  or  camp  equipage  along  for  any  part 
of  the  force,  we  occupied  the  vacant  houses  and  stores  of  the  old  village. 
I  ordered  the  mounted  force  to  commence  its  return  to  this  quarter  on 
the  4th,  and  left,  myself,  on  the  evening  of  that  day. 

On  the  6th,  at  Estill ville,  1  received  a  dispatch  from  Major-General 
Jones  that  Lieutenant-General  Smith  apprehended  an  attack  on  Cumber- 
land Gap,  and  desired  all  my  available  force  to  remain  in  that  section. 
I  ordered  my  mounted  force  back  to  Lee,  and  to  forage,  if  it  could,  in 
the  direction  of  Cumberland  Gap,  while  I  came  here  to  make  some  ar- 
rangements to  supply  it  with  things  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the 
men  from  death  by  starvation  or  from  cold. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  my  cavalry  was  posted  near  Kingsport  a 
month  since,  because  it  could  be  foraged  there  easily,  and  the  post  was 
just  that  at  which  protection  would  be  afforded  to  those  bridges  and  to 
Bristol,  but  Brigadier  General  [H.lHeth  ordered  them  out  of  his  depart- 
ment, threatening  to  arrest  the  o&cers  if  they  procured  corn  from  Ten- 
nessee, and  that  was  the  reason  they  were  away  when  the  enemy  came 
and  destroyed  the  bridges.  Had  they  been  allowed  to  forage  where  I 
put  them,  they  would  all  have  been  just  in  the  place  to  meet  the  enemy 
as  he  came  in.  I  should  be  explicit  that  no  force  was  there  from  Cumber- 
land Gap,  and  that  garrison  had  paid  no  attention  to  their  presence  in 
the  country. 
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I  have  digressed  into  a  long  detail  apart  from  the  subject  in  which  I 
proposed  to  write,  and  shall  reserve  my  views  of  policy  for  another 
paper,  which  I  will  write  without  delay. 
Yours,  truly,  &c., 

H.  MAESHALL. 
[President  Davis.] 

[Indorsements,  j 

January  12, 1862. 

Secretary  of  War  will  please  show  this  to  Lieutenant-General  Smith. 
The  conduct  of  the  railroad  agent  and  of  the  telegraphic  operator  re- 
quires notice. 

J.  D. 

General  Marshall's  charge  that  I  committed  a  grave  mistake  in  releas- 
ing Operator  [J.  0.]  Duncan  is  without  foundation.  I  declined  releasing 
Duncan  until  General  Marshall's  charges  should  be  received.  I  have 
taken  no  action  in  the  matter.  In  passing  through  Bristol  I  found  that 
the  commander  of  the  post  had  extended  the  limits  of  Duncan's  arrest 
to  the  town.  The  commanding  officer  (General  [A.]  Gracie,  jr.)  at  Cum- 
berland Gap  at  the  time  of  the  raid  reported  only  about  1,400  effective 
(infantry).  A  demonstration  at  the  time  being  made  in  his  front,  and 
six  regiments  being  reported  on  march  to  attack  him,  I  directed  him  not 
to  endanger  the  safety  of  his  post  by  detaching  too  large  a  force  from 
his  command. 

E.  KIEBY  SMITH, 

Lieutenant'  General. 


JoNESVLLLE,  Va.,  January  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  your  note  of  the  13th  instant,  cov- 
ering a  letter  from  Maj.  Isaac  B.  Dunn  to  Mr.  [J.  E.]  Tucker,  was  deliv- 
ered to  me  while  I  was  en  route  for  this  place.  I  required  of  my  subaltern 
officers  to  make  reports  of  the  movements  of  their  commands  having 
relation  to  tbe  late  raid  into  this  country  by  a  force  under  General  [S.  P.] 
Carter,  and  I  have  now  the  satisfaction  to  submit  them  herewith.  As 
my  action  in  relation  to  the  same  affair  has  been  made  the  subject  of 
public  criticism  by  persons  wholly  uninformed  of  the  facts,  as  well  as  by 
others  whose  desire  to  pervert  the  facts  is  unmistakable,  I  have  con- 
cluded, as  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  so,  to  lay  before  you  all  the  dispatches, 
orders,  and  information  which  from  time  to  time  were  given  or  received 
by  me,  so  that,  with  these  before  him,  the  President  may  form  his  own 
judgment  upon  the  points  to  which  it  has  been  his  pleasure,  through 
you,  to  direct  my  attention.  I  shall  by  the  same  means  best  answer  the 
allegatioDs  of  malevolence,  and  blunt  the  shaft  of  impertinent  criti- 
cism, or  enable  those  who  seem  sedulous  to  hold  my  action  up  to  cen- 
sure, to  justify,  from  my  own  mouth,  their  animadversions. 

On  the  night  of  December  29, 1862,  being  at  Abingdon,  Ya.,  I  received, 
between  9  and  10  p.  m.,  the  following  telegraphic  dispatch  : 

Pattonsville,  Scott  County,  Va., 

December  29,  1862—12  m. 
General  [Humphrey]  Marshall: 

There  are  4,000  cavalry  of  the  enemy  inarching  on  Bristol.  They  were  in  45  miles 
of  Bristol  at  1  p.  m.  to-day. 

S.  P.  LARMER, 

Captain. 

My  first  thought  was  that  if  the  telegram  was  true  at  all,  it  was  not 
possible  for  Captain  Larmer  to  know  where  suck  a  force  of  the  enemy 
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intended  to  strike  by  merely  seeing  them  pass  Pattonsville  going  in  the 
direction  of  Bristol.  It  was  not  certain  if  4,000  cavalry  had  passed  Pat- 
tonsville that  it  was  the  only  column  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  I  knew 
that  from  Pattonsville  the  column  might  take  any  one  of  half  a  dozen 
roads  that  would  lead  directly  to  the  section  of  country  in  which  I  was 
then  located,  and  that  the  salt  works  in  Smyth  County  (18  miles 
above  Abingdon  and  near  the  railroad)  would  be  an  interest  at  which 
such  a  force  would  be  most  apt  to  direct  its  efforts.  It  might  make  a  feint 
upon  Bristol  (an  unimportant  depot)  while  the  main  body  Qiight  move 
rapidly  upon  Saltville,  and  in  an  hour  might  there  do  damage  that  would 
be  nearly  irreparable.  I  felt  that  I  owed  the  duty  of  taking  care  that 
no  such  effect  might  be  produced.  My  command  was  at  the  time  much 
scattered.  Two  of  my  regiments  and  a  battalion  had  been  detached  at 
your  own  urgent  request.  I  had  left  a  regiment  (nearly  formed)  in  Ken- 
tucky beyond  the  Cumberland  Mountains.  I  had  only  the  representa- 
tives of  two  infantry  regiments  left.  One  of  these  (the  Sixty -fourth  Vir- 
ginia) had  only  been  formed  about  one  month  by  adding  a  battalion  of 
perfectly  raw  recruits  to  a  battalion  which  had  been  in  service  for  a  year 
past.  I  had  never  seen  this  regiment  since  it  had  taken  a  regimental 
formation.  I  had  ordered  it  down  to  take  post  in  front  of  Bristol,  that 
it  might  be  in  a  place  to  be  equipped  and  drilled,  and  at  the  same  time 
might  be  transferred  rapidly  by  rail  to  any  point  where  its  services  should 
be  needed.  The  other  infantry  force  consisted  of  six  companies  of  mini- 
mum size,  all  recruited  during  my  march  into  Kentucky  last  summer, 
and  which  I  now  had  near  Abingdon  to  drill  and  to  afford  me  a  chance 
to  swell  its  numbers  to  at  least  the  number  of  companies  to  make  a 
skeleton  regiment.  A  battalion  of  Georgia  artillery,  under  my  com- 
mand, was  at  Jefferson ville,  in  Tazewell  County,  about  500  strong,  with 
a  battery  of  twelve  pieces.  I  had  a  battery  of  six  pieces  at  Wytheville, 
where  it  had  been  placed  under  directions  from  your  predecessor  in  office. 
Another  battery  of  four  pieces  was  then  en  route  for  Rocky  Gap,  in  Bland 
County,  by  agreement  between  the  major-general  and  myself.  The  rest 
of  my  force  was  mounted,  and  had  for  some  time  past  been  moving  about 
to  find  a  scanty  forage,  and  to  draw  it  from  unwilling  owners  in  every 
part  of  Southwest  Virginia.  Still,  it  had  been  required  to  keep  in  rela- 
tion to  the  points  of  the  country  demanding  defense.  I  had  in  Novem- 
ber stationed  it  to  forage  near  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  but  the  military  au- 
thority commanding  that  department  had  ordered  the  officers  to  withdraw 
from  that  department,  and,  under  penalty  of  arrest,  not  to  take  corn  or 
other  forage  or  supplies  from  East  Tennessee;  and  they  had  furnished 
me  with  a  copy  of  this  order,  in  the  nature  of  a  demand,  that  it  should 
meet  my  acquiescence.  In  consequence  of  this,  my  mounted  force  had 
been  scattered  to  hunt  forage.  The  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry  had  from 
day  to  day  fallen  back  to  Russell  County,  Virginia.  The  First  [Third] 
Battalion  of  Kentucky  Mounted  Rifles  had  encamped  near  the  Three 
Springs,  in  Washington  County,  Virginia.  Johnson^s  battalion  of  four 
companies  still  lingered  near  Kingsport,  but  was  on  the  eve  of  starting 
to  Kentucky  to  try  to  find  forage  and  recruits.  Witcher's  battalion  of 
Virginia  riflemen  (mounted  also)  had  drifted  as  far  east  as  Chatham 
Hill,  in  Smyth  County,  a  point  on  the  road  from  Marion  to  Jefferson- 
ville,  and  above  the  salt  works.  [Capt.  John  A.]  McFarlane's  com- 
pany of  Virginia  cavalry  was  posted  at  the  Richlands,  in  Tazewell,  to 
observe  the  approaches  from  the  valley  of  the  Sandy.  If  you  are 
conversant  with  the  geography  of  this  section  of  the  State,  you  will 
observe  from  my  statement  of  the  facts  that  at  the  time  of  Captain 
Larmer's  telegram  my  force  of  less  than  3,000  men  was  dispersed  over 
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about  60  miles  square,  the  most  of  it  principally  engaged  in  trying  to 
keep  from  starvation  the  horses  so  necessary  to  service  in  this  part  of 
the  Confederacy.  I  felt  extremely  embarrassed  by  the  condition  of 
affairs,  but  soon  arranged  in  my  own  mind  a  theory  upon  which  to 
meet  the  enemy,  to  learn  his  intentions  and  movements,  and  to  ascer 
tain  the  data  by  which  to  regulate  my  own  movements.  Several  offi- 
cers of  these  commands  were  in  Abingdon  that  night  on  business,  and 
I  had  them  aroused  and  summoned  to  my  quarters  to  receive  orders. 
I  at  once  sent  to  Colonel  Slemp,  commanding  the  Sixty-fourth  Virginia 
Infantry,  in  camp  1  mile  from  Bristol,  the  following  dispatch  by  tele- 
graph : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  29,  1862 — 10  p.  m. 
Colouel  Slemp: 

I  have  a  dispatch  from  Larmer  that  4,000  of  the  enemy's  cavahy  are  marching  on 
Bristol,  and  were  within  45  miles  of  it  to-day  at  1  p.  m.  Be  on  the  alert.  Commu- 
nicate immediately  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clay,  at  the  Three  Springs,  and  direct  him 
to  throw  out  scouts  to  learn  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  which  you  will  immediately 
communicate  to  me  at  this  place. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Also,  I  sent  to  Wytheville  the  following : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  29,  1862—10  p.  m. 
Captains  Jepfress  and  Davidson: 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  that  4,000  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  in  45  miles 
of  Bristol  at  1  p.  m.  this  day,  marching  on  that  place.  Your  batteries  must  come  to 
this  place  immediately. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General. 

In  fifteen  minutes  I  received  the  following : 

Wytheville,  Va.,  December  2^,  [1862.] 

General  :  Your  dispatch  received.  I  shall  start  the  horses  by  land,  and  await  rail- 
road transportation  for  the  battery,  &c.  Is  this  best  ?  Let  me  know  immediately  if 
you  can  send  down  any  cars.     Reply  immediately. 

W.  C.  JEFFRESS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery, 

I  instantly  returned  this  reply : 

Captain  :  Dispatch  received.  Reserve  your  harness  to  come  with  guns  and  men. 
Start  horses  immediately.     Davidson's  battery,  if  at  Wytheville,  to  come  also. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-General. 

I  sent  this  shortly  afterward,  referring  to  same  subject : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  29,  1862 — near  midnight. 

Mr.  DODAMEAD,  Lynchburg,  Va.  : 

It  is  very  important  to  transport  Jeffress'  and  Davidson's  batteries  (ten  pieces  of 
artillery  with  caissons  and  carriages)  to  Abingdon  to-night ;  also  their  companies, 
say  125  men.     Can  I  rely  on  you  to  furnish  the  transportation  at  Wytheville  ? 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

I  may  as  well  say  here  that  the  reply  to  this  dispatch  was  delivered 
to  me  next  day  about  2  p.  m.,  as  follows : 

•  Ltnchburg,  December  30,  [1862.] 

General  Humphrey  Marshall  : 

Meajage  not  received  until  10  this  a.  m.     Have  trains  now  loading  at  Wytheville. 

T.  DODAMEAD. 
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The  train  aforesaid  brought  on  the  batteries  the  next  night  to  Bristol 
under  the  following  order : 

Special  Orders,  )  Abingdon,  Va., 

No.  165.  S  Decemher  30,  1862—6.45  p.  m. 

Cai)tain  Jeffrcss'  and  Captain  DavidBon's  batteries,  if  they  arrive  at  Abingdon  to; 
night,  will  proceed  direct  to  Bristol  withont  delay. 
By  order  of  Brig   Gen.  H.  Marshall,  commanding  : 

EDWD.  O.  GUERRANT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

On  the  night  of  the  29th,  after  sending  the  dispatches  set  forth  above, 
I  sent  to  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones  the  following  telegram : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  29,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  DuMin  Depot  : 

General:  Dispatches  just  received  from  Captain  Larmer,  of  Trigg's  rangers,  from 
Pattonsville,  Scott  County,  Virginia,  announce  4,000  cavalry  of  the  enemy  in  45  miles 
of  Bristol  to-day  at  1  p.  m.,  marching  on  that  point.  I  have  ordered  my  batteries  at 
Wytheville  to  Abingdon,  and  shall  order  the  Georgia  battalion  to  fall  back  to  Salt- 
ville  immediately.  A  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  battalion  of  horse  of  mine  4  miles 
from  Bristol ;  one  battalion  of  infantry  here ;  one  regiment  of  cavalry  in  front  of 
Hyter's  Gap,  cover  Saltville. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

I  aroused  Lieutenant-Colonel  [M.  T.]  Pryor,  of  the  Fourth  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  and  sent  him  to  his  camp  that  night  (29th),  distant  22  miles 
from  Abingdon,  with  orders  immediately  to  throw  out  heavy  cavalry 
pickets  to  Russell  Old  Court-House,  to  Hansonville,  and  to  the  mouth 
of  Dump's  Creek,  with  flying  vedettes  from  those  pickets  to  move  some 
8  or  10  miles  down  the  roads  leading  in  the  direction  of  Estillville  and 
Osborne's  Ford,  on  Clinch  River,  so  as  to  discover,  if  possible  by  morn- 
ing, on  what  road  the  enemy  was  in  fact  moving,  and  whether  his  main 
force  was  threatening  Saltville,  Lebanon ,  or  Abingdon.  He  was  instructed 
on  his  arrival  at  his  camp  immediately  to  dispatch  a  mounted  courier 
to  Major  [A.]  Leyden,  of  the  Georgia  artillery,  at  Jeffersonville,  with 
orders  to  conduct  his  battalion  without  any  delay  to  Saltville,  and  to 
take  position  so  as  to  defend  the  salt  works.  At  the  same  time  I  or- 
dered Maj.  Thomas  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  to  repair  without  delay  to 
his  camp,  at  Kingsport,  Tenn.,  and  to  fall  back  upon  Clay's  camp  at 
the  Three  Springs,  so  as  to  unite  with  the  troops  near  Bristol  in  the  de- 
fense of  the  place  ^nd  the  railroad.  Major  Witcher's  battalion  was  at 
Chatham  Hill.  He  was  absent  on  account  of  wounds,  from  which  he 
had  not  yet  wholly  recovered ;  his  ranking  captain  was  in  Abingdon 
that  night,  but  could  not  be  found.  He  was  found  next  morning  and 
the  following  order  was  delivered  to  him  : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  30,  1862. 
Captain  Harman  will  move  Witcher's  battalion  with  all  practicable  speed  via  Salt- 
ville down  Poor  Valley  to  the  little  Moccasin  Gap.  Arrived  there,  throw  scouts  out 
to  Hanson's,  and  open  communication  with  Giltner.  If  the  enemy  is  advancing  by 
Boyd's  to  Russell  Old  Court-House,  let  him  proceed,  but  advise  me  of  his  approach. 
Reach  your  post  by  daybreak  to-morrow  at  least,  and  inform  me  when  you  arrive. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

m 

Thus,  sir,  you  will  perceive  that,  receiving  the  dispatch  from  Captain 
Larmer,  I  had  at  once  advised  every  one  with  whom  I  had  any  military 
connection  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  before  I  slept,  and  had  assigned 
to  my  troops,  scattered  over  nearly  60  miles,  the  duties  which  would 
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devolve  upon  them.  To  those  at  Abingdon  I  gave  notice  to  hold  them- 
selves in  readiness,  and  T  sent  a  picket  of  mounted  men  from  a  squad 
waiting  at  headquarters  to  Worley's  (at  the  ford  of  Holston,  7  miles 
back  of  Abingdon),  with  orders  to  send  vedettes  down  the  river  road, 
similar  to  those  I  have  already  detailed.  My  plan,  as  you  will  see,  was 
to  accept  Abingdon  as  my  post ;  to  adopt  the  road  to  Pound  Gap  as  my 
line  of  observation,  as  it  ran  transversely  to  every  road  leading  from 
the  direction  of  Pattonsville  to  the  salt  works  and  the  upper  country: 
to  throw  out  my  scouts  upon  those  roads,  and  to  learn,  before  I  under- 
took to  move,  where  the  enemy  was,  so  that  T  might  mass  my  disposable 
force  in  his  front.  At  the  same  time,  by  dispositions  in  the  direction  of 
Bristol,  assumed  to  be  on  the  other  face  of  the  parallelogram  that  cer- 
tainly embraced  the  enemy,  I  observed  him  in  like  manner  and  with  a 
similar  intent  to  guide  my  own  future  actions.  After  a  full  opportunity 
to  review  what  was  done,  and  how  it  should  have  been  done,  I  see  no 
reason  to  regret  the  determinations  I  made,  oi^  how  I  could  have  been 
more  prompt. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  hearing  that  Major-General  [J.  B.]  Floyd, 
of  the  Virginia  State  Line,  was  in  Abingdon,  and  had  some  force  near 
Saltville,  I  at  once  addressed  him  the  following  note : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  30,  1862. 
Major-General  Floyd  : 

I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  I  have  dispatches  which  render  it  more  than 
probable  the  enemy  is  making  a  raid  in  this  direction.  It  will  be  well  to  inform  your 
ibrces  near  Saltville  of  the  fact.  It  will  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  movements  for  his  arrest  and  chastisement,  to  which  I  think  my  own  force  is 
probably  equal,  and  our  united  forces  will  be  ample. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General,  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Ascertaining  that  General  Floyd  had  gone  to  Saltville,  I  dispatched 
to  him  the  information  I  possessed,  which  he  courteously  acknowledged 
the  same  iiight.  I  did  not  telegraph  to  Knoxville  because,  my  own  dis- 
patch coming  by  Morristown,  1  did  uot  doubt  the  same  had  already  been 
commuuicated  to  headquarters  at  Knoxville.  This  was  the  case,  in  fact, 
for  the  dispatch  was  sent  to  both  places  at  the  same  time,  and  was  re- 
ceived at  Knoxville -as  soon  as  I  received  it  in  another  military  depart- 
ment. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  learned  that  the  railroad  cars  had  left  Bristol 
in  the  preceding  night  about  3  a.  m.,  transporting  Government  stores, 
to  Abingdon  for  safety,  and  that  they  were  then  at  Abingdon.  I  ex- 
pressed to  the  men  wlio  had  given  me  this  information,  and  who  brought 
the  cars  to  Abingdon,  my  gratification  that  they  were  at  hand,  and  re- 
quested the  conductor  to  remain,  for  that  during  the  morning  I  might 
desire  their  return  to  Bristol  with  ammunition  and  troops.  I  under- 
stood him  to  signify  his  assent,  and,  indeed,  I  did  not  think  it  probable 
there  would  be  any  inclination  on  the  part  of  any  of  those  concerned  to 
return  to  Bristol,  unless  under  my  positive  orders  to  do  so.  At  a  later 
hour  that  morning  I  had  a  supply  of  ammunition  for  Bristol  put  on  those 
cars,  and  I  remember  that  some  one  called  at  my  room  to  say  to  me  that 
the  ammunition  was  aboard  the  cars,  and  they  were  ready  to  proceed 
again  to  Bristol,  and  thiBy  wanted  to  know  if  I  had  any  other  orders. 
I  replied  to  this  that  they  should  wait  a  little  and  I  would  attend  to  it, 
for  I  was  at  the  time  busy  with  dispatches.  They  did  not  wait,  but  left 
for  Bristol  without  my  knowledge,  and  so  caused  me  very  serious  dis- 
appointment, and  prevented  me  from  reaching  Bristol  at  a  time  when, 
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the  probability  is,  I  should  have  saved  the  damage  to  the  railroad  bridges 
'^hat  ensued.  As  the  cars  were  on  hand  at  Abingdon,  I  never  thought 
of  asking  any  one  to  send  them  there,  and,  as  those  who  had  them  in 
charge  promised  to  wait  my  orders,  I  never  thought  of  asking  Mr.  [T.] 
Dodamead,  at  Lynchburg,  to  tell  them  to  do  so.  I  had  dispatched  him 
the  night  before  to  give  me  transportation  for  my  artillery,  and  had  re- 
ceived no  reply.  By  reference  to  his  dispatch  you  will  see  he  did  not 
receive  my  dispatch  until  a  later  hour  on  the  30th  than  that  at  which  I 
saw  the  cars  at  Abingdon  from  Bristol,  and  if  the  telegraph  had  done 
no  better  in  conveying  a  dispatch  to  order  those  cars  to  stay  than  it 
did  in  procuring  cars  for  my  artillery  at  Wytheville,  I  should  not  have 
attained  the  object  in  view,  or  have  been  able  to  avoid  the  loss. 

On  the  30th,  about  9  a.  m.,  the  following  dispatches  reached  me  at 
Abingdon : 

December  30,  [1862]— 2.30  a.  m. 
General  Marshall: 

Information  received  at  12  o'clock  to-night  is  that  the  enemy  were  10  miles  beyond 
Estillville  at  dark,  which  is  31  miles  from  this  place.  The  most  reliable  information 
is  that  the  enemy  is  2,000  in  number.  One  man  direct  from  there  counted  490  ;  said 
to  be  a  detachment.  They  could  arrive  here  early  in  the  morning,  probably  at  day- 
light. We  will  have  about  500  infantry,  and  Clay's  battalion ;  also  Johnson's  and 
Giltner's  if  they  have  received  the  information  we  sent  them  by  courier.  You  can  well 
see  what  we  are  in  want  of — more  men  ;  but  we  will  fight  them  with  what  we  have. 
There  ought  to  bo  another  regiment,  at  least,  here>  and  I  think  we  could  thrash  them 
decently.  I  would  like  that  yon  could  be  here  in  person.  More  ammunition  is 
wanted — musket-cartridges. 

C.  SLEMP, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Also  the  following : 

December  30,  [1862]— 7.30  a.  m. 
General  Marshall: 

Enemy  advancing,  I  think,  to  Bristol ;  cannot  tell  which  road.  I  caught  3  strag- 
glers. Sent  7  miles  from  camp.  Part  of  three  regiments,  perhaps  1,500  or  2,000 
strong. 

E.  F.  CLAY, 
Lieutenant- Colofiel,  Commanding. 

I  dispatched  this  reply  to  Colonel  Slemp : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  30,  [1862]— 10  a.  m. 
Colonel  Slemp: 

Johnson  ordered  to  join  Clay.  I  think  the  enemy  has  divided  his  force,  and  may  be 
trying  to  get  to  the  salt  works  or  to  this  place.  Throw  cavalry  scouts  well  forward. 
You  shall  have  artillery  so  soon  as  it  arrives  from  Wytheville.  Report  every  hour  to 
me  at  this  place.  If  attack  on  Bristol  be  certain,  I  will  move  Hawkins  with  400  to 
join  you  in  an  hour. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

As  the  morning  advanced,  I  received  the  following  additional  tele- 
grams : 

Bristol,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1862—10.30  a.  m. 
General  Marshall: 

Dispatches  from  Jonesborough  state  that  courier  had  arrived,  and  stated  enemy  in 
20  miles  of  this  place  last  night.  Throe  of  their  scouts  were  captured  last  night  12 
miles  from  here  by  Clay's  cavalry. 

T.  W.  W.  DA  VIES, 

Commanding  Post. 

Bristol,  Tenn.,  December  29  (30  f),  [1862]. 
Gteneral  Marshall: 

We  have  550  infantry  and  300  cavalry.  Can  yoi  send  us  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
with  canister  and  shrapnel  t 

T.  W.  W.  DAVIES, 
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Bristol,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1862. 
General  Marshall: 

Send  ten  boxes  musket-cartridges.  Enemy,  from  best  information,  turned  in  the 
direction  of  Blountsville — 1,200  or  1,500  strong.  Our  force  united,  1  think,  can  take 
them.     Be  glad  [to  have]  your  company. 

C.  SLEMP. 

Colonel. 

On  receipt  of  these  dispatches,  the  arDmunition  was  ordered  to  the 
cars  at  Abingdon  immediately.  Unfortunately  it  afforded  an  excuse  for 
them  to  return  to  Bristol  without  further  notice  to  me.  I  received  the 
following  note  from  Major  Johnson  by  courier : 

Clay's  Camp,  Deoeniher  30,  1862. 
General  Mar8Hai.l  : 

I  passed  Clay's  camp  about  3  o'clock.  I  proceeded  on  the  Kingsport  road.  About 
7  miles  from  his  camp  I  met  Clay's  pickets  dashing  back,  and  they  reported  the  Yan- 
kees in  pursuit.  I  rode  to  the  rear ;  it  was  dark,  and  3  Yankees  rode  up  and  asked 
me  if  we  were  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  I  unhorsed  1;  the  other  2  sur- 
rendered. I  learn  from  these  men  there  are  three  regiments  ahead  of  the  prisoners. 
Of  course  they  are  near  by.  I  am  cut  off  from  my  command.  I  have  no  doubt  they 
are  marching  for  Bristol,  and  can  be  there  by  noon. 

THOS.  JOHNSON, 

Major  y  ^0. 

The  foregoing  was  received  at  11  a.  m.  Also  the  following  from  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Clay : 

December  30,  1862—11  a.  m. 

I  have  just  received  information  from  Lieutenant  [R.  T.]  Jack  (of  Johnson's  com- 
mand) that  the  enemy  has  gone  in  the  direction  of  Union  ;  perhaps  will  go  thence  to 
Bristol.  Force  about  1,500.  Johnson's  command  is  near  here.  Will  act  together  in 
the  direction  of  Union.  His  command  is  only  about  80  men.  I  have  scouts  in  all 
directions. 

E.  F.  CLAY, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 

Three  Springs— 11  a.  m. 
General  Marshall: 

Reliable  information.  The  enemy  gone  to  Union  by  the  Blountsville  road.  Will 
be  there  by  1  o'clock.     Major  Johnson's  command  will  act  in  that  direction. 

E.  F.  CLAY, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel, 

The  pickets  sent  out  to  the  Holston  Ford  brought  me  now  a  report 
that  the  enemy  was  not  seen  on  the  roads  leading  from  Estillville  in  the 
direction  of  the  salt  works,  and  as  the  above  telegrams  indicated  that 
his  movement  was  really  designed  for  Bristol  or  its  vicinity,  I  ordered 
Colonel  Hawkins  to  move  his  infantry  at  once  to  the  railroad  cars  to 
embark  for  Bristol,  intending  to  transfer  my  force  to  the  front  of  the 
enemy.  The  word  soon  came  to  me,  to  my  surprise  and  mortification, 
that  the  cars  had  returned  to  Bristol.  I  directed  the  colonel  to  wait  at 
the  depot  until  the  cars  could  be  ordered  to  return.  I  was  in  the  tele- 
graph office,  I  think,  at  the  time ;  if  not,  I  was  in  its  immediate  vicinity, 
and  requested  the  telegraph  operator  to  dispatch  immediately  to  have 
the  cars  returned  from  Bristol  to  transport  my  troops  to  that  point.  I 
waited  a  considerable  time  before  I  received  any  reply.  Meanwhile  the 
following  arrived : 

December  30,  [1862.] 
General  Marshall  : 

Our  pickets  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy's  pickets  1  mile  this  side  of  Blountsville. 
Our  pickets  just  here  at  12  o'clock. 

C.  SLEMP, 

Colonsl 
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General  Mahshall  : 

Enemy  reported  within  3  miles  of  this  place  ;  have  moved  out  to  meet  him.  Send 
us  re-enforcements  and  ammunition.  Detachment  is  reported  moving  on  Holston 
Bridge.    Johnson's  command  is  on  the  path. 

T.  W.  W.  DAVIES, 

Commanding  Post. 

1  was  now  most  anxious,  as  I  had  at  12.15  p.  m.  received  the  follow- 
ing from  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  Jones,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  preceding 
night : 

Dublin,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1862. 
General  Marshajll  : 

Your  telegram  this  instant  received.  Presume  you  have  given  the  officers  command- 
ing the  troops  in  4  miles  of  Bristol  [notice?]  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  that 
point,  with  the  uecessary  directions  for  uniting  them.  If  you  have  not  done  so,  do  it 
immediately.  Send  the  battalion  of  infantry  from  Wytheville  to  Bristol,  and  go  there 
yourself,  assume  command,  and  make  the  best  disposition  you  can  for  the  defense  of 
the  place.  I  will  send  you  500  or  600  of  Jenkins'  men  (dismounted).  Telegraph 
promptly  all  the  information  you  get. 

SAM.  JONES, 
Major- General. 

Expecting  the  return  of  the  train  from  Bristol  every  minute,  I  received 
the  following  from  the  telegraphic  operator,  I  think  : 

Bristol,  Tenn.,  December  30,  [1862.] 
G.  Keller: 

Does  General  Marshall  order  trains?  If  so,  answer  at  once,  and  say  how  many 
troops  to  come. 

W.  S.  MINOR. 

Now,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  did  I  know  such  a  being  existed  as 
Mr.  Minor.  I  learned  he  was  the  railroad  agent  at  Bristol,  having  charge 
of  the  trains.  This  dispatch  to  Mr.  Keller,  who,  I  suppose,  is  the  railroad 
agent  at  Abingdon,  is  evidently  the  answer  to  the  first  request  I  made  to 
h  ave  the  trains  returned.  It  was  of  the  first  importance  they  should  come 
at  once,  and  then  understanding  that  the  man  only  wanted  to  know  if 
it  was  my  order  they  should  come,  I  dispatched  him  as  follows : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  30,  1862. 
W.  S.  Minor,  Agent,  Bi'istol,  Tenn.  : 

Send  me  cars  immediately  to  transport  500  men  and  8  horses. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier- General, 

There  was  another  long  interval  before  a  reply  came,  and  then  I  re- 
ceived the  following : 

Bristol,  Tenn.,  December  ZO,  1862. 
General  Marshall: 

Please  communicate  with  general  superintendent  at  Lynchburg  in  regard  to  the  cars 
asked  for. 

W.  S.  MINOR. 

And  very  shortly  after  I  received  this  from  Lynchburg : 

Lynchburg,  Va.,  December  30,  1862. 
General  Marshall  : 

You  will  please  address  orders  to  me  for  transportation.  Subordinate  agents  have 
no  authority  to  order  the  movements  of  trains.  You  can  at  once  see  the  propriety  of 
this;  otherwise  collisions  might  occur. 

T.  DODAMEAD. 

Obedient,  of  course,  to  the  railroad  regulations,  but  intensely  anxious 
to  get  to  Bristol,  I  requested  Mr.  Dodamead  to  have  the  goodness  to 
order  the  trains  from  Bristol,  to  which  he  courteously  replied : 

I  have  ordered  a  train  at  once  from  Bristol  to  take  the  men  from  Abingdon.  Every- 
thing shall  be  done  to  aid  the  prompt  movement  of  the  troops. 

T.  DODAMEAD. 
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This  dispatch  was  received  at  Abingdon  at  3  p.  m.,  which  marks  the 
time  which  had  elapsed  since  I  ordered  Colonel  Hawkins  to  wait  for  the 
return  of  the  train  until  I  obtained  by  regular  approach  consent  from 
the  proper  quarter  that  one  should  come  at  once.  But  the  promised 
train  did  not  come  until  nearly  8  p.  m.,  and  after  the  enemy  had  burned 
both  the  bridges  and  had  gone  west  from  the  Watauga,  and  the  scouts 
from  Union  had  made  the  fact  known  at  Bristol,  for  the  scouts  returned 
by  dark  (say  5  p.  m.),  and  then  the  trains  came  to  aid  me  in  "  the  prompt 
movement  of  the  troops." 

I  had  received  from  Colonel  Slemp  in  the  afternoon  a  closing  dispatch, 
which  gave  me  quiet  upon  the  point  as  to  whether  the  enemy  had  met : 

Bristol,  Tenn.,  IJecemher  30,  1862. 
General  Marshall: 

Reliable  information  received  1.30  p.  m.  states  that  the  enemy  are  at  Union,  and 
bridge  burning.  Clay's  and  my  command  are  here ;  Johnson  is  coming.  Our  strength 
is  900.  We  will  not  advance  on  them  until  word  from  you.  Their  strength  supposed 
to  be  large  (3,000).     Communication  stopped  in  that  direction  by  telegraph. 

C.  SLEMP, 
ColoTtel,  Commanding. 

Thus,  Mr.  Secretary,  you  will  see  that  to  the  last,  when  the  enemy  had 
reached  the  bridge  and  had  burned  it,  his  force  was  estimated  as  very 
superior  to  any  I  could  command,  and  you  will  readily  realize  the  anxiety 
I  labored  under  to  get  forward  to  Bristol  the  limited  re-enforcement  I 
had  to  furnish  from  Abingdon  It  was  raining  all  that  evening  very  hard 
indeed.  I  had  been  kept  in  momentary  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  the 
cars  from  Bristol.  It  never  occurred  to  my  mind  that  Minor's  dispatch 
to  [GeorgeJ  Keller  was  in  the  nature  of  a  protest  against  my  authority  to 
order  the  ca-rs,  for  my  mind  was  only  bent  on  getting  the  transportation, 
and  I  supposed  the  agent  would  be  as  anxious  as  1  to  afford  the  protec- 
tion to  Bristol  a  re-enforcement  would  furnish.  As  to  collision,  that  was 
impossible,  for  it  is  only  15  miles  from  Bristol  to  Abingdon,  and  there 
is  no  stopping-place  between.  Cars  might  run  the  distance  in  half  an 
hour,  and  one  hour  from  Abingdon  should  have  put  the  troops  at  Union. 
Had  they  been  started  by  12  o'clock  they  could  have  saved  the  bridge, 
or,  at  least,  could  have  contested  its  possession  even  with  a  superior  force. 
I  did  all,  as  it  seems  to  me,  I  could  to  get  there  to  bring  the  required 
relief;  but,  as  you  see,  I  tried  in  vain. 

Before  leaving  Abingdon  on  the  30th,  I  addressed  the  following  order 
to  Colonel  Giltner  by  courier : 

Abingdon,  Va.,  December  .'30,  [1862]— ti  p.  m. 

Colonel  Giltner  will  move  his  cavalry  regiment  so  as  to  join  the  main  body  of  my 
command  before  Bristol  without  delay,  unless  his  scouts  inform  him  of  the  approach 
of  a  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  road  to  Lebanon.  Leave  all  baggage  behind,  except  a 
few  cooking  utensils  and  ammunition,  and  hurry.  This  order  extends  also  to  Witcher'a 
battalion,  which  communicate  to  them  at  or  near  Little  Moccasin  Gap. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

As  my  artillery  had  not  arrived  from  Wytlieville,  1  left  an  order  for 
it  to  come  direct  to  Bristol  that  night,  which  order  I  have  already  set 
forth  in  a  former  page  of  this  report.  I  embarked  on  the  cars  with  the 
troops  about  8  p.  m.,  and  we  arrived  at  Bristol  between  11  and  12  o'clock. 
I  was  met  at  the  cars  by  Colonel  Slemp,  and  from  him  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Clay  I  learned  the  existing  state  of  the  facts  :  The  enemy  had 
gone  to  Union ;  overcome  the  guard  stationed  there ;  had  burned  the 
railroad  bridge  and  the  county  bridge,  nearly ;  had  marched  away  to 
the  Watauga  Bridge,  10  miles  farther  off,  and  had  destroyed  that  struct- 
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ure  also  before  nightfall,  and,  when  last  seen,  were  going  west,  in  t\e 
direction  of  the  railway.  It  was  not  known  where  he  was  then  or  what 
he  intended  to  do.  Pickets  had  been  thrown  out  in  every  direction  from 
Bristol  before  night,  and  one  company  was  then  on  picket  duty  10  miles 
from  Bristol,  at  Union.  I  could  learn  no  more,  for  they  knew  no  more. 
I  could  add  nothing  to  the  arrangements  they  had  made  for  the  night,  for 
they  seemed  complete,  and  were  correct ;  nothing  had  been  overlooked. 

Before  I  slept,  I  ordered  a  courier  to  be  sent  to  Major  Johnson^s  camp, 
near  Eangsport,  Tenn.,  with  an  order  to  break  up  that  camp  instantly,  and 
for  that  force,  with  the  baggage  and  prisoners,  to  take  tbeEeedy  Creek 
road  to  Abingdon,  and  to  make  good  their  junction  with  Clay^s  camp,  at 
the  Three  Springs,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done.  I  impressed  on  Major 
Johnson  the  importance  of  speed.  I  then  thought  it  not  improbable  the 
enemy,  hearing  of  that  camp,  which  in  his  entry  he  had  passed,  might  go 
from  Carter's  Depot  to  destroy  it,  release  the  prisoners  my  men  had  taken, 
and  make  our  people  prisoners,  besides  destroying  our  arms  and  public 
property.  These  duties  being  all  discharged,  I  retired  to  rest  some  time 
after  midnight.  I  mention  the  fact  of  my  retiring  because  that  also  has 
been  made  a  subject  of  impertinent  criticism  upon  my  conduct  by  per- 
sons who,  I  suppose,  would  have  had  me  talk  the  rest  of  the  night  over 
what  had  been  done,  and  over  what  should  be  done  on  the  morrow,  with- 
out either  they  or  I  knowing  that  the  enemy  was  then  in  30  miles  of  us, 
or  that  he  would  ever  be  seen  again.  The  train  from  Wy  theville  brought 
the  ten  pieces  of  artillery  that  night  to  Bristol,  but  the  horses  had  not 
aiTived  with  which  to  manage  them. 

Being  a  stranger  to  the  country  in  which  I  might  at  any  moment  be 
called  to  act,  the  first  thing  to  which  my  attention  was  directed  in  the 
morning  was  to  obtain  a  room  in  Bristol  where  I  might  see  and  converse 
with  gentlemen  in  some  degree  of  privacy.  In  this  I  failed,  but  after  so 
long  a  time  I  secured  a  room  in  the  hotel,  and  soon  was  introduced  by 
Col.  James  Preston  to  four  gentlemen,  who,  he  said,  could  give  me  all 
the  information  I  required  about  the  roads  and  water-courses  in  that 
section.  These  were  Colonel  McClelland,  Major  Dunn,  Mr.  Blair,  and 
Mr.  SuUins,  of  Jonesborough.  I  very  soon  explained  to  these  gentle- 
men what  aid  they  could  furnish  me,  and  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Blair  re- 
tired, promising  to  make  me  a  paper  sketch  of  the  country  around  Bris- 
tol, though  they  said  they  were  not  accustomed  to  the  art  of  sketching. 
1  was  much  obliged,  and  then  Colonel  McClelland  agreed  to  ride  to 
Blountsville  with  a  mounted  company  and  observe  for  me  a  road  which 
was  said  to  lead  from  a  point  lower  down  the  Holston  than  Union,  in 
the  direction  of  Kingsport.  If  the  enemy  intended  to  retire  by  the  route 
he  came,  it  was  considered  probable  he  might  cross  the  country  by  that 
road.  Colonel  McClelland  accompanied  Captain  [W.  W.]  Baldwin,  a 
partisan  ranger,  whom  I  found  at  Bristol  with  some  of  his  men,  to  dis- 
charge this  duty.  I  was  soon  left  alone,  Mr.  Sullius  deferring  to  those 
who  had  undertaken  to  furnish  me  with  the  topography  I  needed.  The 
locomotive,  with  a  car  attached,  started,  after  breakfast,  down  to  the 
point  where  one  of  Clay's  companies  was  on  picket.  I  received  the  fol- 
lowing dispatch  (the  first  of  that  day,  I  think)  about  12  o'clock : 

Lieuteuant  [E.]  Hammond,  of  Clay's  command,  reports  Federal  camp  3  miles  west 
of  Union  last  night,  and  still  there  at  11  o'clock  to-day.  Will  move  toward  Blounts- 
ville and  for  Kentucky.     Federal  scouts  in  Union  this  morning. 

E.  HAMMOND, 

Lieutenant. 

I  inferred  from  this  report  that  Mr.  [Lieutenant]  Hammond  was  re- 
porting what  he  had  heard  at  Union  as  coming  from  the  Federal  scouts 
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who  were  in  Union  that  morning,  as  he  could  not  otherwise  have  an 
idea  where  the  enemy,  who  was  in  camp  at  11  a.  m.,  intended  to  march, 
and  this  information  was  not  deemed  very  satisfactory  as  a  basis  for  my 
movements. 

The  next  information  I  received  was  about  2  o'clock,  from  Captain 
Baldwin,  at  Blountsville.  As  he  addressed  me  four  during  the  evening, 
I  beg  to  submit  them  here  in  order : 

Blountsvuxe,  Tenn.,  December  31,  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Marshall  : 

General  :  The  Yankees  are  crossing  the  Blountsville  road  en  route  for  Kingsport 
and  Estillville,  and  may  be  intercepted  by  way  of  the  Reedy  Creek  road. 

In  haste,  

W.  W.  BALDWIN, 

Commanding  Cavalry,  ^c. 

Appended  to  the  foregoing  was  the  following  from  one  of  Major  John- 
son's captains : 

I  wiU  get  in  firont  of  them,  and  check  them  until  your  men  can  get  upon  their  rear. 

JNO.  T.  WILLIAMS. 

Blountsvillb,  Tenn., 
December  31,  1862.     (Received  2.30  o'clock.) 

The  Abolitionists  are  (a  portion  of  them)  in  camp  at  Hull's,  4  miles  south  of  this 
place.    My  company  has  gone  on  the  Kingsport  road  for  further  discoveries.     The 
camp  at  Hull's  is  on  the  Jonesborough  road.     Let  me  know  if  you  have  any  force 
moving  on  the  Reedy  Creek  road. 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  BALDWIN, 

Captain,  <fo. 

(Received  about  4  p.  m.) 
General  Marshall: 

Within  you  find  the  report  of  one  of  my  captains.  We  are  pressing  them.  For 
God's  sake  send  all  your  force  direct  to  Kingsport. 

W.  W.  BALDWIN,  4'0. 

Inside  was  the  following : 

Major  Baldwin: 

Sir:  They  have  been  crossing  the  ridge  by  Sheaver's,  in  the  direction  of  Kingsport. 

W.  G.  GLENN. 

P.  S. — The  supposition  is  they  are  about  2,000  strong,  as  they  have  been  passing  for 
two  hours. 

At  John  L.  Sheaver's,  Eden's  Ridge,  Tenn., 

December  31,  1862—6.45  p.  m. 
General  Humphrey  Marshall: 

After  reconnoitering  the  country  around  Blountsville,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  Yankee  force  is  now  in  camp  at  Hull's,  4  miles  southwest  of 
Blountsville;  1,200  to  1,500  are  now,  perhaps,  in  Kingsport,  and  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved, from  their  own  statements  along  the  way,  that  this  advanced  party  is  en  route 
for  Rogers ville,  in  view  of  plundering  .the  bank  at  that  place.  I  yet  think  we  can 
intercept  this  force,  if  your  force  can  reach  Kingsport  by  midnight. 
Respectfully, 

W.  W.  BALDWIN, 
Commanding  Cavalry  Soouts, 

P.  S. — The  force  at  Hull's  may  be  moving.  If  so,  they  must  pass  this  point.  I  will 
watch  their  movements  and  try  to  keep  you  advised. 

About  the  same  time  I  received  this  last  dispatch  (near  8  p.  m.),  I  also 
received  the  following  from  Captain  Bedford,  of  Olay^s  command,  who 
had  left  Bristol  about  noon  to  relieve  Lieutenant  [E.]  Hammond,  at 
Union.    He  had  passed  directly  from  Union  to^  Blountsville,  and  as  he 
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had  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  the  camp  at  Hull's,  I  concluded  that  Cap- 
tain Baldwin  had  made  a  mistake,  possibly,  as  to  its  existence,  and  I 
issued  to  Colonel  Giltner  immediately  the  following  order : 

December  31,  [1862]— 8 p.m. 
Press  on  to  Blountsville  with  speed.     When  arrived  there,  direct  your  movements 
by  the  reports  which  Baldwin  makes.    My  chief  aim  is  to  cut  the  enemy  off  from  Moc- 
casin Gap ;  but,  remember,  your  function  is  only  to  harass  hira  until  my  infantry  can 
catch  up. 

H.  MARSHALL, 

Brigadier-  G  eneral. 

I  will  observe  that,  from  the  time  at  which  Captain  Baldwin  made  his 
first  report,  I  was  much  at  a  loss  how  to  understand  the  movement  of 
the  enemy  by  the  light  of  these  reports :  "  The  enemy  is  crossing  the 
Blountsville  road."  I  inferred  from  that  he  was  making  for  Moccasin 
Gap.  Had  he  designed  going  to  Kingsport,  he  would  have  taken  the 
road  to  Kingsport.  He  would  only  cross  the  Blountsville  road  (coming 
from  Union)  if  he  intended  to  go  to  Moccasin  Gap,  or  to  get  upon  the 
Eeedy  Creek  road  and  to  take  that,  by  which  he  could  go  either  to  the 
one  place  or  the  other.  Next  came  the  declaration  that  he  was  in  camp 
on  the  Jonesborough  road  to  Blountsville.  K  so,  he  was  as  near  Bristol 
as  he  would  be  at  Blountsville,  and  could  approach  it  directly  by  the 
Beaver  Creek  road.  If  that  was  true,  it  would  not  do  for  me  to  attempt 
pursuit  and  leave  Bristol  uncovered,  since  I  was  ordered  to  look  to  its 
defense.  When  the  third  dispatch  came,  announcing  that  the  enemy 
had  been  crossing  the  ridge  two  hours,  I  could  not  tell  whether  the  force 
at  HulPs  had  gone,  nor  could  I  tell  that  he  meant  to  make  for  Kingsport, 
as  the  road  he  was  said  to  be  taking  was  the  very  nighest  cut  he  could 
take  to  Moccasin  Gap.  When  the  officer  reported  him  still  in  camp  at 
Hull's  at  6.45  o'clock,  I  should  have  hesitated  to  uncover  Bristol  had  I 
not  received  Captain  Bedford's  dispatch.  I  had  determined  early  in  the 
day  that  if,  in  fact,  the  enemy  was  intending  to  retreat,  I  would  try  to 
intercept  him,  and,  with  the  view  to  a  pursuit,  had  ordered  rations  for 
four  days  to  be  cooked,  that  our  movement  might  commence  at  nightfall. 
Considering  all  I  had  heard  of  the  sentiments  of  the  population  of  East 
Tennessee,  and  the  limited  experience  I  had  had,  I  was  not  disposed  to 
let  my  adversary  have  access  to  information  as  to  my  movements.  If  he 
had  moved  and  encamped  again,  as  reported  in  Captain  Baldwin's  sec- 
ond dispatch,  he  would  be  there  that  night,  and,  by  going  to  Blountsville 
under  cover  of  the  night,  I  should  gain  his  rear.  I  made  no  order  to 
move  or  to  cook  rations  until  my  cavalry  arrived  (after  2  p.  m.).  Until 
I  was  satisfied  that  the  probability  was  strong  that  he  had  not  encamped 
at  Hull's,  or  had  left  there,  I  would  not  give  marching  orders  to  the  cav- 
alry, though  I  had  already  started  the  infantry  and  one  section  of  artil- 
lery 5  and,  to  move  this,  I  had  to  press  horses  that  evening,  as  mine  had 
not  arrived  from  Wytheville. 

I  waited  after  ray  force  was  in  motion  for  several  reasons :  First,  to 
receive  the  troops  promised  by  General  Jones,  and  to  know  certainly 
whether  they  arrived.  Second,  because  Captain  Jeffress'  horses  came 
in  after  nightfall  from  a  day's  journey,  and  I  ivanted  them  to  rest  a  little 
before  they  were  put  again  on  the  road  to  draw  the  guns  I  desired  to 
carry  with  me.  Third,  because  a  section  of  artillery  under  that  officer, 
which  I  ordered  him  to  prepare  and  move,  would  have  no  other  escort 
to  Blountsville  than  myself  and  staff,  and  a  signal  corps  who  were  with 
me.  Your  correspondent  intimates  that  he  knows,  but  will  not  tell,  the 
reason  I  delayed  my  departure  until  1  a.  m.  of  Jsmnnrj  1.  I  was  in 
Blountsville  about  the  hour  he  fixes  for  my  departure  from  Bristol,  and 
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his  pretended  concealment  of  knowledge,  I  assure  you,  but  discloses  to 
my  sense  the  turpitude  of  his  motives  in  representing  as  existing  some- 
thiug  he  affects  to  desire  to  conceal.  The  reasons  for  my  delay  are  now 
plainly  disclosed,  and  that  delay  was  not  longer  than  I  thought  my 
business  required,  of  which  I  was  the  sole  judge. 

If  it  was  the  intention  of  Major  Dunn  to  intimate  that  I  was  intoxi- 
cated, my  statement  is  that  the  assertion  can  be  proved  false,  not  only 
of  that  day  and  time,  but  of  every  other  day  and  time  since  I  held  your 
commission,  for  there  is  not  a  more  temperate  man  in  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy than  I  am  and  have  always  been.  In  this  connection,  let  me 
remark  that  the  same  writer  comments  upon  what  he  calls  my  "imbe- 
cility." A  long  personal  acquaintance,  both  with  the  President  and  your- 
self, will  enable  you  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  such  a  charge  with 
more  propriety  than  1  can. 

I  inclose  you  Major  Dunn's  map — the  result  of  several  hours'  labor — 
which  you  will  perceive  places  all  the  points  of  compass  wrong ;  puts 
Abingdon  west  of  Bristol,  and,  in  a  word,  is  such  a  production  that  no 
art  could  explain  it.  It  is  possible  I  may  have  been  inattentive  to  any 
explanation  of  a  diagram  so  wrong  as  it  was,  though  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  it,  as  it  was  my  purpose,  even  if  enmuySd^  to  remain  polite,  and 
I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  conducting  myself  otherwise.  I  leave  it  to  the 
President  to  judge,  however,  if  my  activity  in  the  intelligent  discharge 
of  my  duty  slackened. 

Instead  of  the  1,500  efficient  men  which  it  is  asserted  were  at  my  dis- 
posal, you  perceive  that,  up  to  2.30  p.  m.  on  the  31st,  I  had  a  force  as 
follows : 

Sixty-fourth  Virginia  Infantry 373 

Fifth  Kentucky  [Infantry] 310 

683 

Clay's  Mounted  Rifles 250 

Johnson's  Mounted  Rifles 100 

350 

Total 1,033 

Making  a  total  about  equal  to  Colonel  Slemp's  estimate  of  900,  though 
the  company  on  picket  should  be  subtracted,  as  it  was  10  miles  from 
Bristol.  After  2.30  p.  m.  of  the  31st,  add  Giltner,  and  we  have  a  total 
of  some  1,400  or  1,500  of  all  arms. 

I  submit,  respectfully,  that  in  the  state  of  my  information  it  was  my 
duty  not  to  leave  Bristol  sooner  than  T  did,  and  it  was  proper,  after  a 
ride  of  37  miles  through  mud  and  rain,  to  have  let  my  cavalry  horses 
feed  before  I  commenced  a  pursuit.  How  effective  that  cavalry  was,  I 
leave  you  to  judge  upon  the  plain  statements  of  Colonel  Giltner  that 
his  men  were  in  the  saddle  the  night  of  the  30th  and  3ist,  and  in  that 
time  (forty  hours)  never  ate,  and  traversed  66  miles  over  deep,  bad 
roads  in  the  winter,  in  a  mountain  land.  When  I  was  at  Bristol,  before 
starting  on  the  night  of  the  31st,  I  did  not  know  what  route  the  enemy 
would  take.  Major  Witcher  had  arrived  in  person,  but  not  his  bat- 
talion. I  directed  him  to  return  that  night  to  Little  Moccasin  Gap,  and 
lead  his  battalion  to  the  defile  at  Hanging  Eock,  3  miles  from  Osboriie^s 
Ford,  80  that,  if  the  enemy  tried  to  turn  to  the  right  at  Estillville  and 
to  go  by  the  ford  over  to  the  Pound  Gap  road,  he  might  check  him.  I 
did  not  know  I  could  intercept  him  before  he  would  reach  that  point. 
If  the  enemy  did  not  approach  the  ford  next  morning,  Major  Witcher 
was  to  lead  his  battalion  down  the  north  side  of  Clinch  River  aud  join 
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me.  At  the  same  time  I  started  a  reliable  messenger  to  Kentucky  with 
orders  to  Col.  Ben  [E.]  Caudill,  at  Whitesburg,  to  man  Pound  Gap,  Stone 
Gap,  and  all  the  other  mountain  gaps  along  his  front,  and  to  resist  the 
egress  of  the  enemy,  and  to  say  that  I  would  be  near  and  approaching. 

After  crossing^Sheaver's  Ridge,  the  enemy  kept  on  to  Kingsport.  He 
could  have  turned  to  the  right  at  several  iDlaces  after  that  and  have 
passed  through  Moccasin  Gap.  When  I  was  in  Blountsville,  everybody 
there  supposed  of  course  he  had  gone  to  Moccasin  Gap,  and  lamented 
our  inability  to  reach  the  gap  before  him.  I  knew  no  reason  for  him  to 
go  by  Kingsport.  If  he  meant  to  go  out  at  the  Moccasin  Gap,  it  was  only 
a  detour  of  about  8  miles  to  go  by  Kingsport  and  then  to  return  into  the 
gap,  for  they  are  only  7  miles  apart.  His  only  motive  to  go  by  Kings- 
port  that  I  could  imagine  would  be  to  strike  at  Major  Johnson's  camp 
and  to  release  some  prisoners  taken  by  my  men  the  day  before.  I  took 
the  chance  if  he  had  made  this  detour  of  reaching  Moccasin  Gap  in 
advance  of  him.  I  occupied  it  by  4  a.  m.  on  January  1.  He  had  passed 
Kingsport  that  night  and  had  taken  down  the  south  side  of  the  Clinch 
Range. 

Colonel  Giltner  is  mistaken  as  to  the  hour  of  my  arrival  at  Estillville, 
though  possibly  not  as  to  the  time  when  he  first  saw  me  there.  I  was  at 
Estillville  at  dinner-time,  and  rode  into  town  with  his  scout,  returning 
from  Kingsport,  from  whom  1  learned  the  direction  the  enemy  had  taken. 
Clay  and  Johnson  had  moved  when  I  reached  there,  so  that  1  infer  the 
young  officer  had  reported,  and  I  came  in  with  a  squad  from  his  party 
which  had  lagged  behind.  I  sent  word  for  my  mounted  men  to  halt 
until  the  rear  came  up,  because  there  were  bridal-gaps  over  the  mount- 
ains a  few  miles  from  Estillville,  and  the  enemy  might  have  passed 
over  those,  and  would  turn  successfully  upon  300  or  350  men  and  whip 
them,  if  beyond  supporting  distance  from  the  remainder  of  my  force. 
Besides,  I  had  given  no  authority  to  Colonel  Giltner  to  direct  the  move- 
ments of  the  corps  he  had  ordered  to  march.  Presuming  at  Estillville  the 
enemy  would  cross  the  Clinch  Range  below  me,  and  might  try  to  go  out 
on  the  Lee  County  border  somewhere,  I  at  once  dispatched  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pridemore,  a  native  of  Scott  County,  to  the  front,  with  direc- 
tions to  rouse  the  country  people,  and  to  dispatch  a  courier  from  Jones- 
ville  to  Cumberland  Gap,  so  as  to  let  the  force  there  know  the  situation 
and  to  request  their  co-operation,  and  to  have  word  sent  forward  to  block 
up  the  mountain  passes.  I  urged  on  him  to  go  to  Jonesville  that  night 
and  dispatch  the  courier  instantly  thence  to  Cumberland  Gap. 

I  pressed  on  now  to  the  Clinch  River,  at  Speer's  Ferry  (the  point  the 
enemy  had  crossed  coming  in),  and,  finding  my  cavalry  in  bivouac,  or- 
dered the  whole  forward.  I  passed  over  two  roads,  one  leading  up  the 
Clinch  from  Kyle's  Ford  (some  25  miles  below),  the  other  from  Sneeds- 
ville.  1  thought  the  enemy  might  double  and  pass  out  behind  me,  foi 
now  I  did  not  know  where  he  was,  save  that  I  was  on  one  side  of  a 
mountain  range  and  he  on  the  other. 

Before  midnight  I  met  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pridemore  returning.  He 
had  advanced  as  far  as  Pattonsville,  and  there  learned  that  the  news  I 
wished  to  convey  had  gone  already ;  that  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
on  the  south  side  was  known,  and  that  the  country  people  (it  was  told 
him  at  Pattonsville)  had  that  day  felled  trees  across  the  road  on  the 
north  side  of  PowelFs  Mountain,  so  as  to  obstruct  passage  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Jonesville ;  that  I  was  blockaded  as  well  as  the  enemy.  I  then 
determined  to  halt  until  daylight.  It  was  intensely  cold,  and  my  men 
were  very  much  exhausted,  sonje  of  them  being  in  the  saddle  now  for 
the  third  night. 
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I  waited  until  light.  Before  light,  scouts  came  to  me  with  the  informa- 
tion that  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Clinch  Mountains  and  the  river  at 
War  Gap,  and  were  encaini)ed  at  0  p.  m.  15  miles  below  Speer's  Ferry. 
My  conclusion  was,  then,  that  he  would  rest  also  until  day,  and  that  his 
course  would  not  before  be  determined.  It  was  quite  plain  he  was  at  a 
center  to  travel  the  radius  and  I  the  arc  of  a  circle ;  that  he  had  half  a 
dozen  ways  to  go  out,  and  that,  if  I  was  not  very  watchful,  1  should  not 
intercept  him.     I  ordered  my  infantry  and  artillery  forward. 

On  the  morning  of  January  2, 1  moved  to  Pat  tons  ville,  where  another 
road  by  which  he  could  pass  out  crossed  ray  path,  and  there  I  learned 
that  400  infantry  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  from  Cumberland  Gap 
had  taken  position  at  Jones  ville,  and  that  the  forces  from  that  quarter 
were  co-operating  to  prevent  his  egress.  I  thought  the  prize  was  nearly 
sure.  I  detached  Captain  Marshall's  cavalry  company,  with  orders  to 
move  down  the  Korth  Fork  of  the  Clinch  as  low  as  Black  water;  thence, 
if  the  enemy  had  gone  into  Hunter's  Gap,  to  harass  his  rear,  and  so  on 
to  Jones  ville.  I  sent  forward  Lieutenant  Gibson  with  10  men  to  Jones- 
ville  (now  20  miles),  to  inform  the  force  there  of  ray  approach,  and  to 
procure  rations  for  my  men,  if  possible  (Giltner's  regiment  had  not  eaten 
a  morsel  since  the  day  before  at  2  p.  m.).  The  north  side  of  PowelFs 
Mountain  was  partially  obstructed  by  a  few  trees  cut  across  the  road, 
but  more  so  from  being  very  hard  frozen  and  becoming  sleek  under  the 
horses'  feet.    We  led  down  it,  passed  on,  and  at  8  miles  from  Jonesville 

1  received  a  dispatch  from  Lieutenant  Gibson  that  there  was  heavy  and 
continuous  firing  in  the  direction  of  Hunter's  Gap,  on  the  direct  road 
from  Kogers ville  to  Jonesville,  and  some  4  or  5  miles  south  of  Jones- 
ville. I  ordered  my  force  forward  to  Jonesville  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
all  at  a  brisk  trot  and  many  in  a  gallop.    Clay  and  Johnson  were  some 

2  miles  ahead  of  Giltner.  I  pressed  on  between  them.  At  about  3  miles 
from  town  another  dispatch  from  Lieutenant  Gibson,  written  at  1  mile 
from  town,  announced  the  continuance  of  the  firing,  and  that  artillery 
was  heard.  I  knew  the  enemy  had  none,  and  was  certain  it  had  come 
up  from  Cumberland  Gap,  and  that  a  brave  band  from  that  garrison 
(which  was  only  33  miles  off)  were  gallantly  resisting  the  superior  force 
of  our  enemy.  I  congratulated  myself  that  our  toil  would  be  crowned 
with  success  at  last  and  the  insolence  of  our  foe  would  be  punished.  At 
1  mile  from  town  I  met  Lieutenant  Gibson  with  the  information  that  the 
enemy  had  possession  of  Jonesville,  and  had  a  good  number  of  prison- 
ers with  them.  I  asked  for  the  force  which  had  engaged  them,  what 
also  of  the  artillery,  where  the  Cumberland  Gap  men  had  gone  to,  but 
could  get  no  satisfactory  response.  I  ordered  my  attack  on  the  town 
to  open  at  once,  for  it  was  now  near  sundown.  My  Kifles  (dismounted) 
went  into  action  deployed  on  a  hill  east  of  the  village,  but  within  rifle 
range  of  the  court-house.  Giltner  came  up,  and  I  deployed  a  part  of  his 
force  on  the  south  side  of  the  village,  at  about  100  yards  frora  the  main 
street.  The  enemy  was  now  plainly  visible  on  the  hill  by  the  academy, 
on  the  northwest  side  of  the  village,  formed  in  line  some  400  strong. 
Villagers  declared  he  was  flanking  me  on  both  sides,  and  I  made  some 
detachments  to  ascertain  the  falsity  of  their  apprehensions.  I  ordered 
both  my  lines  forward,  heard  the  enemy's  bugle-call  to  the  saddle,  and 
my  men  under  Giltner  followed  to  the  Harlan  road.  The  enemy  was 
mounted.  Our  horses  were  outside  the  village,  some  of  them  nearly  a 
mile.  The  distance  to  be  traversed  to  the  gap  was  4  miles.  I  learned 
that  the  front  of  the  enemy  had  passed  the  village  an  hour  or  more  when 
we  arrived  and  commenced  firing.  It  was  now  night,  but  moonlit  par- 
tially.   Beyond  the  town  tte  clearings  are  small,  the  timber  heavy,  the 
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undergrowth  thick  of  black-jack,  scrubby  oak,  and  chestnut;  ground 
broken ;  two  or  three  heavy  ridges  to  be  crossed  and  narrow  vales.  I 
had  never  seen  it.  -Deployment  would  be  impracticable  at  night  and 
the  situation  most  inviting  for  ambuscades.  The  enemy  would  in  an 
hour  be  out  of  Virginia.  He  had  the  position  on  me,  and  I  desisted  from 
further  pursuit,  as  I  am  sure  I  should  have  done,  and  with  my  present 
knowledge  of  the  country  should,  under  the  same  circumstances,  do  again. 
As  I  was  returning  from  Jonesville,  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Major 
General  Jones  and  another  from  Lieut.  Gen.  E.  Kirby  Smith,  asking  me 
to  make  pursuit,  the  latter  dated  at  Knoxville  on  the  day  after  the  enem^^ 
passed  into  Kentucky. 

Thus  I  have  at  great  length  submitted  all  I  have  to  represent  touching 
the  raid  of  the  enemy  into  our  country.  I  think,  upon  a  review  of  my  ac- 
tion, the  President  will  find  that  if  success  in  overtaking  and  punishing  the 
enemy  was  not  achieved,  it  was  not  for  the  want  of  effort  upon  my  part  or 
of  the  troops  I  command.  My  infantry  marched  70  miles  in  some  sixty 
hours  over  bad  roads,  mountains,  and  rivers,  and  my  cavalry  pressed 
night  and  day  on  the  track  of  the  foe,  as  I  think  has  not  frequently  been 
done  before  in  the  war.  I  have  felt  that  it  was  better  to  bear  in  silence 
the  shafts  of  impotent  and  ill-natured  criticism,  when  basing  its  attacks 
on  false  premises,  than  to  make  our  combinations,  forces,  and  views 
known  to  a  vigilant  enemy  by  dissertations  and  defenses  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  the  press,  which  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter. 
When  you  call  me  forward,  I  make  my  report,  abstaining  from  ail  that  my 
feeling  of  indignation  might  dictate  to  me  to  say,  but  which  your  dignity 
and  ray  own  position  alike  forbid.  Your  own  examination  will  find  all 
the  data  here  on  which  to  form  a  correct  opinion.  If  the  enemy  was 
jaded,  it  was  before  he  rested  after  his  incendiary  effort.  His  travel 
daily  afterward  until  he  left  Virginia  proves  he  had  full  capacity  to  move 
when  desiring  to  do  so. 
Eespectfully, 

H.  MAKSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

(Secretary  of  War. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Col.  H.  L.  Giltner^  Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry^  of  operations 

December  30-Jamuiry  2. 

Camp  Eichardson,  Lee  County,  Va., 

January  26,  1863. 

General  :  On  the  morning  of  December  30,  1862,  about  3  o'clock,  a 
dispatch  from  you  was  received  at  my  camp,  near  Lebanon,  Russell 
County,  Virginia,  informing  me  that  a  force  of  the  enemy  was  reported 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Scott  Court-House,  and  ordering  me  to  throw  out 
a  picket  to  the  Old  Eussell  Court-House  to  guard  the  road  from  that  place 
to  Osborne's  Ford  j  and  also  a  picket  to  Hansonville,  guarding  the  roads 
from  that  point  to  Saltville,  via  Poor  Valley,  and  via  Lebanon.  Your 
order  was  promptly  obeyed,  a  strong  picket  being  sent  to  each  of  the 
above-named  places. 

At  11  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  I  received  an  order  from  you  to  repair 
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with  my  regiment  to  Bristol  immediately.  In  a  very  short  time  my 
men  were  in  the  saddle,  and,  leaving  the  camp  with  the  dismounted  and 
otherwise  disabled  men,  under  command  of  Captain  [George  T.]  Camp- 
bell [acting commissary  of  subsistence],!  started  for  Bristol,  via  Abing- 
don, with  650  men,  and  accompanied  by  three  wagons,  two  containing 
cooking  utensils,  the  other  ammunition.  The  road  via  Abingdon  was 
not  the  shortest  to  Bristol,  but  I  was  compelled  to  go  to  Abingdon  to 
draw  about  100  guns,  which  were  needed;  also  ammunition,  as  that  which 
I  had  was  not  suitable  for  many  of  the  guns  in  the  command.  The  ex- 
ceedingly rough  and  heavy  condition  of  the  roads,  and  the  darkness  (the 
night  being  cloudy  and  rainy)  rendered  the  march  most  arduous,  yet  we 
arrived  in  Abingdon,  a  distance  of  20  miles  from  my  camp,  before  day- 
light. Proceeding  directly  to  the  railroad  depot,  I  procured  the  needed 
ordnance  stores  and  sufficient  forage  to  feed  my  horses.  Moving  to  the 
outskirts  of  the  town,  I  fed  my  horses  in  the  road,  and,  after  a  halt  of 
about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I  pushed  on  to  Bristol,  where  I  arrived 
and  reported  to  you  about  2.30  p.  m.  December  31,  1862. 
At  8  p.  m.  I  received  the  following  order : 

December  31,  [1862]— 8  p.  m. 
Colonel  [H.  L.]  Giltneb: 

Press  on  with  speed  to  Blountsville.  When  arrived  there,  direct  your  movements 
by  the  reports  which  Baldwin  makes.  My  chief  aim  is  to  cut  the  enemy  ojff  fix)m 
Moccasin  Gap ;  but,  remember,  your  ftinction  is  only  to  harass  him  until  my  infantry 
can  catch  up. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

In  obedience  to  the  above  order,  I  proceeded  with  speed  to  Blounts- 
ville, arriving  there  at  10  p.  m.  From  information  there  received,  I  de- 
termined to  push  on  to  Moccasin  Gap,  which  point  I  reached  at  4  a.  m, 
January  1,  and  went  into  camp,  having  marched,  since  8  p.  m.  the  evening 
before,  a  distance  of  29  miles. 

At  daylight  I  sent  a  scout  of  20  men,  under  command  of  Lieut.  B.  F. 
Duncan,  in  the  direction  of  Kingsport,  with  orders  to  gain  accurate  in- 
formation as  to  the  enemy's  position  and  movements,  and  report  to  me 
as  speedily  as  possible.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered  Captains  [eTohn  G.] 
Scott  and  [S.  P.]  Duncan  to  proceed  with  their  squadrons  to  Estillville 
and  procure  and  have  cooked  rations  for  the  regiment.  Up  to  that  time 
my  men  had  had  nothing  to  eat  since  leaving  camp  at  Lebanon;  had 
ridden  a  distance  of  65  miles  through  the  rain  and  mud  without  rest, 
having  been  in  the  saddle  the  whole  of  both  nights  since  starting,  and 
were  consequently  greatly  in  need  of  food  and  sleep. 

At  12  m.  Lieutenant  Duncan  returned  and  reported  to  me  at  Estill- 
ville that  the  enemy  had  encamped  the  night  before  in  the  Holston  Val- 
ley, 7  miles  from  Kingsport,  and  had  moved  at  daylight  in  the  direction 
of  War  Gap.  My  own  men  not  having  procured  anything  to  eat  at 
this  time,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Colonel  Clay,  with  his  own  and  Major 
[Thomas]  Johnson's  battalion  (they  both  having  cooked  rations  for  four 
days),  to  War  Gap,  with  instructions  to  occupy  the  gap  should  he  gain 
that  point  in  advance  of  the  enemy ;  but,  if  he  should  fall  in  his  rear,  to 
harass  him  until  I  could  re-enforce  him  with  my  regiment. 

About  3  p.  m.  you  arrived  at  Estillville.  I  reported  to  you  the  infor- 
mation I  had  received  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  the  order  I 
had  given  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clay.  You  sent  a  courier  to  Colonel 
Clay,  ordering  him  to  halt  and  await  further  orders.  About  sunset, 
both  men  and  horses  having  been  fed,  I  moved  on  from  Estillville,  with 
orders  from  you  to  halt  at  Speer's  Ferry,  11  miles  distant,  and  await 
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orders.  Passing  Colonel  Clay,  bivouacked  on  the  road  a  mile  from  the 
ferry,  I  crossed  the  river  and  halted.  In  about  half  an  hour  you  came 
up  and  ordered  the  whole  command  forward.  We  marched  about  5 
miles  to  Pridemore's,  where  we  halted  and  remained  until  sunrise  the 
next  morning.  Moving  on  to  Pattonsville,  a  distance  of  about  4  or  5 
miles,  we  halted,  fed  our  horses,  and  again  moved  on  toward  Jonesvillo 
about  9  a.  m.  When  within  about  7  miles  of  the  latter  place,  being  a 
mile  or  two  in  the  rear  of  the  other  battalions,  I  received  a  message  from 
yourself  to  move  on  to  Jonesville  with  rapidity.  T  pushed  on  at  a  brisk 
trot  until  I  reached  the  horses  of  Colonel  Clay's  and  Major  Johnson's 
commands,  a  short  distance  from  the  town,  the  men  having  dismounted 
for  action.  Passing  these  horses,  I  halted,  dismounted  my  men,  and 
ordered  the  guns  to  be  loaded.  I  then  received  an  order  from  you  to 
take  the  town.  Throwing  out  a  company  as  skirmishers,  I  advanced 
upon  the  town,  and,  finding  no  enemy  there,  and  being  told  by  the  citi- 
zens that  he  had  formed  in  line  at  or  near  the  academy,  beyond  town,  I 
moved  on  through  the  town  and  past  the  academy  until  my  line  of  skir- 
mishers had  intersected  the  Harlan  road.  It  being  then  after  dark,  we 
saw  no  enemy,  though  they  were  heard  by  the  skirmishers  as  they  passed 
out  of  the  old  field  beyond  the  academy.  Receiving  information  from 
the  officer  commanding  the  skirmishers  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the 
road  and  were  certainly  gone,  I  called  in  the  skirmishers,  threw  out  a 
picket  upon  the  road  the  enemy  had  taken,  and  returned  with  my  regi- 
ment to  the  town,  when  I  was  ordered  into  camp  for  the  night  at  the 
academy.  The  distance  from  my  camp,  near  Lebanon,  to  Jonesville,  by 
the  route  we  marched,  is  105  miles,  and  we  were  from  11.30  p.  m.  of 
December  30  until  4  p.  m.  of  January  2  in  going  that  distance. 

H.  L.  GILTNER, 
Colonel,  Comdg,  Fourth  Regiment  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall, 

Jonesville^  Ya, 


No.  8. 


Report  of  Lieut  Col.  E»  F,  Clay,  Third  Battalion  KentttcJcy  Mounted 
Rifles,  of  operations  December  30-January  1. 

Camp  Livesay,  January  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  submit  the  following  report : 
At  or  about  10  a.  m.  Tuesday,  December  30,  1862,  I  received  infor- 
mation from  Colonel  Slemp  and  Major  [Lieut.  Col.  T.  W.  W.]  Davies 
[Twenty-eighth  Alabama  Infantry],  (the  commandant  of  the  post  at 
Bristol),  that  some  4,000  Yankee  cavalry  were  moving  on  Bristol,  and 
at  1  p.  m.  on  Monday  were  distant  45  miles ;  that  they  would  probably 
reach  that  place  by  morning;  that  their  direction  was  about  west. 
While  I  was  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  these  dispatches,  two  citizens 
from  Lee  County  rode  up  to  my  tent  and  confirmed  the  report,  and 
stated  by  that  time  the  enemy  was  no  doubt  at  Estill ville,  some  28  miles 
distant  from  Bristol.  I  inquired  of  them  why  they  thought  that  the 
enemy  was  intending  a  demonstration  on  Bristol.  They  replied,  be- 
cause the  soldiers  had  told  it  along  the  road,  and  had  frequently  asked 
the  distance  to  that  place,  which  at  once  led  me  to  believe  that  he  was 
certainly  making  for  Bristol.    Immediately  on  receiving  this  intelligence 
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I  aroused  the  camp,  ordered  horses  saddled,  and  ammunitiou  issued  to 
all  who  had  arms  (there  being  about  75  men  without  arms).  As  soon 
as  ammunition  was  issued  to  Company  A,  I  ordered  it  out  on  duty,  with 
orders  to  scout  rapidly  the  three  roads  leading  from  Estillville,  by  which 
the  enemy  might  approach  my  camp,  and  find  out  his  position  and  watch 
his  movements,  my  camp  being  between  the  enemy  and  Bristol.  The 
scout  on  the  road  known  as  the  Reedy  Creek  road,  upon  which  I  was  en 
camped,  had  not  advanced  more  than  6  or  7  miles  before  they  met  three 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry — one,  a  sergeant.  Two  of  them  were  made  pris- 
oners by  the  scout,  and  the  other  shot  from  his  horse  by  Major  [Thomas] 
Johnson,  who  had  just  overtaken  my  scout  on  his  road  from  Abingdon 
to  join  his  command.  Concerning  this  affair  I  inclose  the  lieutenant's 
report  to  me,*  who  was  in  command  of  the  party,  and  upon  which  you 
can  rely.  The  2  prisoners  were  sent  to  camp,  accompanied  by  Major 
Johnson,  who  was  very  much  excited,  and  yet  holding  his  pistol  in  his 
hand .  This  was  about  daylight.  I  questioned  the  prisoners,  and  learned 
from  the  sergeant  one  had  stopped  to  fix  something  about  his  saddle, 
and  that  he  (sergeant)  had  stopped  back  to  bring  them  up  to  their  com- 
mand, having  been  placed  in  rear  of  his  company  by  his  captain  for  that 
purpose.  It  seems  from  after  developments  that  these  prisoners  had 
fallen  in  rear  of  their  command  just  before  it  had  reached  the  forks  of 
the  road,  8  miles  from  my  camp,  and  that  the  command  had  taken  the 
right-hand  road,  which  leads  to  Union,  via  Blountsville;  that  these  three 
men  in  their  hurry  to  rejoin  their  command  passed  this  road  unnoticed, 
and  ran  up  to  my  scout,  thinking  it  a  part  of  their  own  command.  1  im- 
mediately ordered  tents  struck  and  wagons  loaded,  ready  to  march  at  a 
moment's  warning.  Thinking  that  the  enemy  would  make  a  demonstra- 
tion on  Bristol  with  his  whole  force,  or  a  part,  by  the  road  upon  which 
I  was  encamped,  I  ordered  the  train  and  sick  to  Bristol,  and  determined 
to  hold  my  position,  or,  by  skirmishing  with  him,  detain  him  until  you 
could  send  a  sufficient  force  to  Bristol  to  defend  it  with  complete  suc- 
cess, knowing  Slemp's  regiment  insufficient  to  do  so,  as  he  had  reported 
it  to  me  as  only  400  strong. 

This  brings  us  up  to  7.30  a.  m.  About  this  time  there  rode  into  camp 
three  citizens,  one  of  whom  was  introduced  to  me  as  Colonel  [Maj.  I.  B.] 
Dunn  by  Major  Johnson,  who  gave  me  some  information  in  regard  to 
two  roads  leading  from  Blountsville  to  Bristol,  and  suggested  that  the 
enemy  would  likely  approach  Bristol  by  one  or  both  of  these  roads,  and 
proposed  to  go  as  a  guide  with  my  scouts  on  these  roads.  These  roads 
entered  the  main  Bristol  and  Estillville  [road]  between  my  camp  and 
Bristol.  I,  therefore,  ordered  Captain  [James  White  to  take  his  com- 
pany and  scout  these  roads  as  far  as  Blountsville,  with  all  speed,  which 
was  promptly  obeyed.  Colonel  Dunn  accompanied  Captain  White  a 
short  distance  beyond  his  house  and  then  returned  to  his  domicile. 

At  11  a.  m.  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Captain  White,  who  was  then 
1  mile  from  Blountsville,  stating  that  the  enemy  had  left  that  place  and 
gone  in  the  direction  of  Union ;  that  the  greater  portion  had  passed  the 
point  that  he  was  then  at  before  daylight ;  that  they  remained  only  a 
short  time  at  Blountsville.  This  information  I  telegraphed  you  at 
Abingdon,  and  sent  to  Colonel  Slemp,  at  Bristol.  About  this  time 
Johnson's  command  arrived,  I  think  about  80  strong.  Finding  that 
the  enemy's  whole  force  had  passed  to  my  left,  I  called  in  my  pickets 
from  my  right  and  moved  my  command  with  Johnson's  (which  was  ad- 
vancing) to  Bristol,  and  covered  that  place  with  pickets  and  scouts  in 

*  See  No.  9,  p.  122. 
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the  direction  of  Blountsville  and  Union,  thinking  the  enemy  would 
likely  attack  Bristol  from  these  positions  after  destroying  the  bridge  at 
Union.     It  was  about  2  p.  m.  when  I  reached  Bristol. 

On  Tuesday  night  I  received  information  from  my  scout  at  Union  that 
the  enemy  had  burned  the  bridge  there  and  gone  in  the  direction  of  the 
Watauga  Bridge,  some  7  or  8  miles  southwest  of  that  place.  This  in- 
formation I  gave  you  when  you  got  to  Bristol  on  Tuesday  night.  Colonel 
Dunn  states  in  his  letter  to  the  Hon.  James  A.  Seddon  that  he  found 
my  camp  in  a  perfect  state  of  disorganization,  and  that  I  did  not  know 
what  to  do ;  that  my  command  was  some  450  strong — all  confidentially. 
These  statements  are  infamous,  false,  and  slanderous  to  the  utmost. 
My  command  did  not  exceed  250  men. 

I  must  say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  is  strange,  but  nevertheless  true, 
that  I  did  not  receive  any  information  whatever  from  citizens  except 
from  the  two  alluded  to  in  the  first  part  of  my  report. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

E.  F.  CLAY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Battalion, 

Brig.  Gen.  Humphrey  Marshall. 


No.  9. 


Report  of  Lieut,  H,  H.  Duncan^  Company  A,  Third  Battalion  Kentucky 
Mounted  Rifles,  of  operations  December  29-30. 

,  1863. 


Sir  :  By  your  order,  I  submit  the  following  report : 
It  was  on  the  night  of  December  29,  1862,  that,  by  your  order,  T  was 
ordered  to  take  a  part  of  one  company  and  scout  down  the  Kingsport 
road,  as  it  was  reported  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  coming  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. I  had  gone  some  7  miles  and  stopped  the  main  body,  and  sent 
pickets  1  mile  in  front,  with  orders  to  stand  until  relieved.  This  v.  as 
about  two  hours  before  daylight.  The  pickets  in  the  mean  time,  hear- 
ing horsemen  advancing,  sent  one  of  their  number  back  to  me  to  know 
what  to  do,  as  Colonel  [Major  Thomas]  Johnson's  command  was  encamped 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  they  fearing  to  fire  for  fear  it  was  Johnson's 
men  falling  back.  I  was  sitting  in  the  road,  mounted,  with  my  men, 
when  three  men  rode  up  to  us  from  the  rear,  who  afterward  proved  to  be 
Colonel  Johnson  and  two  of  his  men.  At  or  about  the  same  time  three 
of  the  enemy  rode  up  and  asked  if  the  front  of  the  column  was  ahead. 
I  asked  what  column.  They  replied  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania.  I  replied 
that  we  were  Confederate  troops,  and  ordered  them  to  surrender,  which 
they  did,  as  I  ordered  my  men  to  prepare.  At  or  near  the  same  time  I 
heard  a  pistol  shot,  which  I  afterward  learned  was  Colonel  Johnson's. 
He  shot  one  of  the  prisoners.  We  then  fell  back  and  stationed  pickets. 
I  then  delivered  the  prisoners  over  to  you  (Colonel  Clay).  Colonel 
Johnson  was  a  prisoner  himself  until  he  let  himself  be  known.  That 
was  about  the  time  of  taking  the  enemy.  These  are  the  facts,  as  well 
as  I  remember. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  DUNCAN, 
Second  Lieut.  Co,  A,  First  [Third]  Batt.  Ky,  Mounted  Rifles, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Clay. 
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No.  10. 

Report  of  Capt.  Williaiu  W.  Baldwin^  commandmg  Cavalry  Squadron^  of 
operatio7is  JJevember  29-January  2. 

KiNGSPORT,  East  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

General  :  You  will,  doubtless,  have  heard  of  the  raid  made  upon  East 
Tennessee  and  Southwest  Virginia  by  the  notorious  renegade  Carter 
and  his  Abolition  crew  before  this  reaches  you,  but  as  I  was  an  eye- 
witness to  the  whole  affair,  I  propose  to  give  you  a  brief  account  of  it 
that  you  may  rely  upon. 

On  Monday  night,  December  29,  I  was  informed  by  reliable  sources 
that  a  large  Yankee  force  was  passing  through  Big  Moccasin  Gap.  I 
immediately  threw  out  a  picket  force,  and  found  it  to  be  true  that  a 
mounted  force  of  about  2,000  was  passing  rapidly  up  the  Bristol  road. 
I  next  proceeded  to  dispatch  to  the  authorities  along  the  line  of  railroad. 
My  courier  to  Bristol  being  cut  off  by  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column, 
I  failed  to  get  the  news  to  Bristol,  but  reached  Jonebborough  and  Eog- 
ersville,  and,  by  telegraph,  informed  General  Marshall,  at  Abingdon,  of 
their  approach.  General  Marshall  mustered  his  infantry  and  artillery 
to  Bristol  Tuesday  night,  and  there  lay  waiting  for  the  enemy  to  arrive 
until  he  had  approached  the  railroad  at  Union  Depot,  burned  the  bridge 
and  depot;  thence  moved  down  to  Carter's  Depot,  burned  the  bridge  at 
that  place,  rushed  the  cars  into  the  river,  destroying  a  large  amount  of 
stores,  arms,  &c.  Tuesday  evening  I  tendered  my  force  to  General  Mar- 
shall, at  Bristol,  but  was  coolly  informed  that  we  would  have  to  provide 
for  ourselves  and  wait  for  orders. 

Next  morning,  being  very  impatient,  I  went  to  General  M[arshall]  and 
asked  leave  to  follow  up  the  enemy,  harass  him  upon  his  rear,  and  report 
to  the  general  my  discoveries.  His  reply  to  me  was  (turning  scornfully 
upon  his  heels),  ^'  By  God,  when  I  have  orders  for  you,  I  will  let  you 
know.''  Captain  [B.  W.]  Jenkins,  of  his  staff,  and  others,  however,  in- 
terfering, prevailed  to  induce  him  to  send  for  me  about  9  a.  m.  Wednes- 
day, and  grant  me  liberty  at  this  late  hour  to  start  after  him,  but  with 
special  orders  to  make  no  general  attack  until  the  word  was  given  by 
him.  Under  this  sort  of  orders,  I  proceeded  in  search  of  the  enemy  in 
the  direction  of  Union,  discovered  him  4  miles  southwest  of  Blountsville 
about  1  p.  m.,  on  his  backward  march,  and  reported  the  fact  to  General 
Marshall.  While  harassing  him  upon  his  rear,  I  kept  a  regular  line  of 
couriers  to  Marshall,  advising  him  fully  of  all  the  enemy's  movements. 
At  8  p.  m.  I  learned,  by  a  dispatch  from  General  Marshall,  that  his  whole 
force  was  in  motion  toward  the  enemy's  front.  Being  encouraged  by 
this  information,  1  pressed  close  upon  him,  sent  up  an  advance  so  close 
as  to  fire  upon  the  general  and  his  staff'  at  Kingsport,  who  were, 
strangely  enough,  halting  for  refreshments  in  the  rear,  wounding  his 
aide-de-camp  in  the  hand,  took  the  general's  horse,  saber,  and  baggage, 
saddle,  &c.,  one  of  his  staff's  horses  and  baggage,  the  balance  all  mak- 
ing their  escape.  This  produced  no  small  excitement  in  the  enemy's 
ranks,  and,  to  avoid  hastening  his  retreat  in  advance  of  General  Mar- 
shall's intercepting  column,  I  concealed  my  force  in  a  neighboring  wood 
until  he  quieted  and  went  into  camp.  In  this  way  I  pursued  him,  pluck- 
ing off  a  few  from  his  rear  every  now  and  then  until  he  reached  Jones- 
ville,  Ya.  Here  I  was  full  of  hope  that  we  should  bag  up  the  whole 
force.    But,  as  might  have  been  expected,  Marshall  had  stationed  his 


124  KY.,  MID.  AND  E,  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.      [Chap  XXXTL 

force  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  where  he  would  pass,  aud  re- 
served a  fire  only  for  the  enemy's  rear,  which,  like  the  old  man's  tuft  of 
grass,  "only  made  the  youngster  laugh ;"  and,  pained,  disgusted,  cha- 
grined, and  disgraced,  we  were  compelled  to  stand,  and,  feeling  our 
abuses  never  so  deeply  and  intensely,  see  our  abusers  not  only  flee  un- 
hurt, but  protected  in  their  flight.  Besides  the  great  public  damage 
lone  us  by  this  raid,  an  almost  irreparable  damage  is  done  to  private 
circles  in  the  robbery  of  horses  on  the  route ;  almost  every  serviceable 
horse  on  the  road  has  been  taken  off  by  these  robbers,  so  that  there  are 
not  horses  left  on  this  route  to  cultivate  the  fields. 

And  now,  general,  1  have  a  few  questions  to  ask  you,  and  through  you 
to  ask  the  War  Department : 

First,  then,  why  did  General  Marshall  hold  all  his  infantry  and  artil- 
lery in  Abingdon  aud  Bristol  until  the  enemy  had  burned  up  the  public 
property  at  Union  and  Carter;  and  why  did  he  still  hold  his  cavalry  force 
in  Bristol  eight  hours  after  he  learned  they  were  returning  toward  Ken- 
tucky ? 

Second.  Why  did  he  not,  by  means  of  the  railroad,  throw  all  his  in- 
fantry and  artillery  along  the  line  of  railroad  upon  their  front,  and  his 
cavalry  upon  his  rear,  and  thus  not  only  i^revent  all  this  damage,  but 
bag  him  on  the  road  ? 

Third.  After  failing  in  these,  why  did  he  hold  his  cavalry  force  at 
Estillville  all  night,  and  wait  for  infantry  and  artillery  to  come  up,  to 
intercept  a  retreating  cavalry  foe  ? 

Fourth.  After  being  fully  advised  of  the  enemy's  movements  across 
Clinch  Mountain,  Powell's  Mountain,  and  Waldron's  Ridge,  in  his  rapid 
flight  toward  Cumberland  Mountains,  why  did  he  halt  1,700  cavalry 
near  Pattonsville  for  nine  hours  in  open  daylight  ? 

Fifth.  After  all  these  strange  proceedings,  why  did  he  at  Jonesville 
select  a  position  for  attack  with  musketry  and  rifle  forces  at  moderate 
range  from  the  enemy's  pass  for  light  artillery,  and  even  then  reserve 
his  fire  for  the  rear,  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column  being  3  to  5  miles 
in  advance  of  any  force  or  route  to  intercept  him  "? 

Sixth.  And  why  did  he,  having  his  force  dismounted,  order  a  charge 
of  infantry  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  rear  after  all  these  cursed  fail- 
ures ? 

Seventh,  and  finally,  what  will  be  likely  to  follow  such  a  raid  as  this, 
and  what  will  become  of  the  salt  works,  and  Bristoland  Abingdon,  and 
the  railroad,  and,  in  a  word,  the  very  backbone  of  our  Confederacy,  if 
Humphrey  Alarshall  is  continued  in  command  of  this  department"? 

I  am  in  a  good  place  for  forage,  and  will  go  to  Kentucky  with  Col. 
[Major]  Tom.  Johnson  soon.  I  could  add  to  my  force  of  cavalry  fast 
enough  here  from  the  scattered  old  Fifth  Kentucky,  but  cannot  raise 
any  infantry. 

General,  will  you  consent  to  my  raising  other  companies  of  ranger 
cavalry;  and  will  you  recommend  me  to  the  War  Department  for  ma 
jority  of  such  command  ?    I  can  do  but  little  with  this  small  command, 
but  let  me  have  400  men,  and  I  will  make  a  raid  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio  Eiver. 

Yery  respectfully,  and  fraternally, 

W.  W.  BALDWm, 
Captain  Cavalry  Squadron, 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Williams, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  &o. 


Chaf.  XXXn.]     CAKTEB^S  RAID  INTO  E.  TENN.  AND  SW.  VA.  125 

No.  11. 

Report  of  Col,  Hiram  Hiwlcins,  Fifth  Kentucky  Infcmtry,  of  operations 

December  29-30. 

JONESVLLLE,  Va.,  January  29, 1863. 

Sir  ;  At  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  during  the  late  raid  made  by  General  Carter ; 

My  regiment  (310  effective  men)  was  encamped  near  iVbingdon,  Ya., 
when  on  December  30  last,  at  2  a.  m.,  I  was  informed  by  an  officer  from 
your  headquarters  that  you  had  information  that  a  large  cavalry  force 
of  the  enemy  was  in  Lee  County,  destination  not  known,  strength  esti- 
mated at  4,000 ;  that  you  desired  me  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness 
to  move  at  a  moment's  warning.  About  11  a.  m.  same  day  I  received 
orders  to  move  my  command  immediately  to  the  depot  and  take  the  cars 
for  Bristol.  Moved  at  once  to  the  depot  and  reported  to  you  that  the 
cars  were  gone.  You  seemed  much  surprised,  and  remarked  that  you 
had  informed  the  conductor  not  to  move  the  train  without  your  per- 
mission, and  directed  me  to  remain  at  the  depot  until  the  train  could 
be  ordered  back.  The  train  arrived  about  dark,  but  was  not  ready  for 
some  time  afterward  to  take  my  command  on  board.  Arrived  at  Bristol 
about  midnight ;  left  the  cars  and  bivouacked  until  morning  (31st), 
when  you  informed  me  that  you  would  not  move  from  Bristol  until  you 
could  learn  something  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  which  you  would 
likely  do  by  the  time  the  remainder  of  your  mounted  men  would  arrive. 
Late  in  the  evening,  when  scouts  brought  information  that  the  enemy 
was  retreating,  you  informed  me  that  it  was  your  purpose  to  move  under 
cover  of  the  night  to  cut  off  his  retreat,  and  without  further  orders  I 
would  move  my  command  at  dusk  on  Blountsville,  accompanied  by 
Colonel  Slemp's  regiment  (Sixty -fourth  Yirginia)  and  a  section  of  [George 
S.]  Davidson's  battery,  and  await  further  orders  j  that  the  mounted  men, 
not  yet  ready,  would  move  as  soon  as  ready,  and  that  you  would  remain 
at  Bristol  to  await  the  arrival  of  more  troops  on  the  train,  and  assist 
Captain  Jeffress  to  start  his  battery,  which  would  also  follow  during 
the  night. 

When  we  reached  Blountsville,  a  distance  of  9  miles,  halted,  quar- 
tered troops  in  houses  (it  being  very  cold).  My  men  had  rested  about 
fcwo  hours,  when  you  arrived  and  ordered  the  column  to  move  at  once 
to  Big  Moccasin  Gap,  the  mounted  men  having  passed  me  on  the  march, 
and  were  to  move  rapidly  to  that  point,  head  the  enemy,  and  hold  him 
in  check  until  the  infantry  and  artillery  could  attack  his  rear. 

Leaving  Bristol  at  dusk,  we  marched  continuously  and  rapidly  (except 
the  two  hours'  rest  at  Blountsville),  until  we  arrived  at  Moccasin  Gap, 
28  miles ;  not  finding  the  enemy,  we  moved  to  Estillville,  and  encamped 
for  the  night.  When  I  arrived  there.  Colonel  Giltner's  regiment  was 
feeding  and  preparing  to  move,  the  remainder  of  the  mounted  men  hav- 
ing passed  on.  You  informed  me  that  you  were  expecting  Colonel  Dunn's 
regiment  and  Captain  Jeffress'  battery  at  Estillville  that  night;  that 
you  were  going  to  press  forward  during  the  night  with  the  mounted 
force  to  head  the  enemy,  in  which  event  he  might  attempt  his  escape 
by  passing  in  your  rear,  in  which  event  I  must,  if  possible,  intercept  him. 

The  next  morning  at  6  o'clock  (January  2)  I  received  a  dispatch  from 
you,  dated  en  route,  January  1,  10  p.  m.,  ordering  me  to  move  my  own 
and  Colonel  Slemp's  regiments  and  the  two  guns  from  Davidson's  bat- 
tery by  the  quickest  route  to  Hickory  Flats,  leaving  Colonel  Dunn's  regi- 
ment and  Captain  Jeffress'  battery  to  guard  Moccasin  Gap,  in  the  event 
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the  euemj  should  be  headed  and  compelled  to  turn  back  and  attempt 
his  escape  through  that  gap,  a  thing  thought  not  improbable. 

My  column  was  put  in  motion  early  in  the  morning  for  Hickory  Flats, 
moving  briskly,  so  as  to  cover  the  roads  leading  from  the  direction  the 
enemy  was  taking,  by  way  of  Speer's  Ferry  and  Pattonsville.  At  8.30 
p.  m.  I  received  the  following  dispatch : 

Colonel  Hawkins: 

The  enemy  is  engaged  near  Hunter's  Gap,  as  I  hear.  My  force  is  now  in  7  miles 
of  Jonesville.  Yon  take  the  shortest  road  to  Hunter's  Gap  with  your  column,  so  as 
to  intercept  the  enemy  if  he  attempts  to  pass  by  Pattonsville,  and  to  come  in  his  rear 
if  he  makes  a  stand  at  that  xjoint.  Follow  up  through  Hunter's  Gap  ;  if  he  is  ad- 
vanced beyond  that  point,  on  his  rear  until  you  reach  him. 

H.  MARSHALL, 
Brigadier-  General. 

The  head  of  my  column  was  then  near  Pattonsville,  at  which  place  I 
halted  for  rest,  having  marched  that  day  (January  2)  20  miles  over  a 
muddy  road ;  had  camp  fires  made,  as  it  was  too  cold  to  do  without 
fires,  and  having  no  tents  or  shelter  ;  put  out  camp  guard  and  a  picket 
on  the  road  leading  from  Hunter's  Gap  to  Pattonsville  and  Speer's  Ferry, 
10  miles  from  my  command.  The  picket  was  detailed  from  my  regiment 
and  put  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [H.  D.]  Pridemore,  of  [Company 
C]  Sixty -fourth  Virginia,  who  knew  the  country,  and  mounted  on  horses 
impressed  for  that  purpose.  This  was  done  that  the  enemy  might  not 
only  not  surprise  me,  but  to  prevent  him  from  gaining  my  rear  and  mak^ 
ing  his  escape  by  way  of  Speer's  Ferry  by  taking  the  road  10  miles  of 
my  command,  which,  if  he  had  attempted  (being  warned  by  my  pickets 
of  his  purpose),  I  could  have  intercepted  him  by  rapidly  countermarch- 
ing my  column  on  the  road  I  had  just  passed  over.  I  did  not  retire  for 
rest  that  night  until  2  a.  m.  of  3d  instant,  and  at  5  o'clock  my  column 
was  stretched  out  on  the  road  to  Hunter's  *Gap,  animated  with  high 
hopes  of  engaging  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  I  dispatched  to  you  that  if  the  enemy  attempted  to 
pass  by  Pattonsville  I  would  intercept  him.    If  he  made  a  stand  at  that 
point,  would  attack  his  rear  by  10.30  a.  m.  at  farthest.    My  column  con- 
tinued the  march,  passing  through  Hunter's  Gap.    On  arriving  at  Jones 
ville,  was  directed  to  go  into  quarters,  the  enemy  having  made  his  escape. 

The  men  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky  and  Sixty-fourth  Virginia  Eegiments 
deserve  the  highest  praise  for  their  patient  endurance  on  this  march, 
having  moved  in  three  days  and  nights  70  miles  over  rough  roads,  hills, 
and  mountains,  and  each  day  crossing  a  river — one  in  a  small  ferry-boat 
and  two  in  small  canoes — an  inclement  season,  and  without  tents  or 
camp  equipage  of  any  kind. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HAWKmS, 
Colonel  Fifth  Kentucky  Infantry  Regiment, 

Qeneral  [Humphrey]  Marshall. 


No.  12. 


Report  of  Col,  Campbell  Slemp,  Sixty  fourth  Virginia  Infantry^  of  opera- 
tions December  29-January  1. 

Jonesville,  Va.,  January  30,  1863. 

According  to  your  order  [ofj  December  16,  1862,  my  regiment  was 
moved  near  Bristol,  Tenn.,  and  was  encaDiped  1  mile  north  of  that 
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place.  On  the  29th  T  received  your  dispatch  dated  10.15  p.  m  at  11.30 
p.  m.,  bearing  information  that  the  Federal  cavalry  were  within  45  miles 
of  Bristol  at  10  o'clock,  same  date,  4,000  strong,  and  were  marching  on 
that  place.  I  communicated  at  once  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  Clay,  at 
Three  Springs,  4  miles  distant,  according  to  your  instructions,  and  or- 
dered scouts  upon  all  the  roads.  At  2  a.  m.  30th,  two  reliable  messengers 
came  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clay's  encampment  and  reported  the  enemy 
on  the  Estillville  road,  35  miles  distant,  at  dusk  the  night  before.  This 
information  reached  me  at  or  near  3  a.  m.  I  rode  immediately  to  the 
telegraph  ofi&ce  at  Bristol  to  communicate  to  you  the  information.  The 
operator  could  not  be  found ;  the  battery  and  all  his  instruments  con- 
cealed, which  delayed  my  information  to  you  until  near  8  a.  m.  l^o 
special  engine  could  be  had,  from  the  fact  that  the  commander  of  the 
post  had  sent  them  all  off  before  my  arrival,  and  could  not  have  conveyed 
you  information  earlier  by  horseback.  At  8.30  a.  m.  I  received  word  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Clay  that  the  enemy  had  turned  in  a  southeast  di- 
rection from  the  Abingdon  road  in  the  direction  of  Blountsville,  Tenn. ; 
forks  of  the  road  13  miles  distant ;  Clay  situated  on  Abingdon  road,  4 
miles  distant;  scouts  had  captured  two  stragglers  near  forks  of  the  roads. 
Enemy  reported  at  Blountsville  at  10  a.  m.  My  regiment  was  then  373 
strong,  available  men,  and  about  100  men,  consisting  of  citizens  and  a 
company  of  about  5C  under  Captain  Troy,  at  the  post,  the  latter  with 
very  common  arms  and  but  very  little  ammunition.  This  composed  my 
infantry  strength.  All  the  cavalry  present  was  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Clay's  battalion,  consisting  of  about  250  men  for  duty.  This  makes  my 
available  force  at  that  time  but  little  over  600  men.  When  it  was  ob- 
served that  the  enemy  had  left  the  Abingdon  road  at  Blountsville,  Clay's 
force  was  brought  upon  the  Blountsville  road,  that  our  whole  force  might 
be  united  for  the  defense  of  Bristol,  it  being  the  point  ordered  to  defend, 
and  the  road  by  Blountsville  being  direct  to  Bristol.  At  11  a.  m.  the 
enemy  was  reported  within  3  miles  of  Bristol ;  we  took  a  position  for 
the  defense  of  the  town.  At  11.30  a.  m.  scouts  reported  the  main  force 
gone  by  way  of  Union  Depot,  where  one  of  the  bridges  was  burned,  and 
a  picket  in  force  upon  the  Blountsville  road,  the  enemy  in  all  number- 
ing about  2,000  strong,  partly  armed  with  five- shooters.  A  special  train 
was  then  ordered  to  move  my  infantry  to  Union,  when  two  scouts  came 
in  and  reported  the  bridge  burning  at  12.15  p.  m.,  and  enemy  making 
threats  upon  Bristol  from  that  point.  Cavalry  was  thrown  forward  upon 
that  road,  and  an  infantry  picket  upon  a  special  train  to  advance  as  far 
as  possible  without  being  surprised  or  taken,  and  to  the  bridge,  if  possi- 
ble. They  did  advance  as  far  as  the  bridge,  and  found  it  nearly  burned 
down,  and  the  enemy  moving  in  the  opposite  direction.  Bridge  fell  in 
before  they  left.  As  our  force  was  too  small  to  divide  against  a  superior 
force  like  the  enemy,  at  their  approach  I  communicated,  through  the  com- 
mander of  the  post  at  Bristol,  to  the  commander  of  the  jiost  at  Union 
upon  the  news  of  the  enemy's  advance,  to  throw  scouts  forward  upon  the 
road  from  Blountsville  to  Union,  and  to  be  on  the  alert,  stating  the  cir- 
cumstances. We  received  no  information  from  him  until  late  in  the 
evening,  stating  he  and  his  men  (70  available)  were  surrounded  before 
noon,  captured,  and  paroled.  My  picket  returned  between  4  and  5  p. 
m.,  and  reported  Major  [Thomas]  Johnson  arrived  with  80  men  for  duty 
(mounted).  I  prepared  the  command  to  move  in  the  direction  of  Blounts- 
ville, notwithstanding  it  would  have  been  hazardous  with  my  inferior 
force,  aU  not  amounting  to  800,  and  two-thirds  infantry ;  but  receiving 
information  that  you  were  on  the  road  to  Bristol  with  re- enforcements,  I 
awaited  your  arri  ^al,  which  was  between  11  and  12  p.  m.,  being  delayed 
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by  cars  with  Colonel  Hawkins'  regiment  and  some  artillery,  Hawkins' 
regiment  not  numbering  over  300  for  duty,  but  no  cavalry,  which  left 
us  in  still  a  bad  condition  to  pursue  cavalry.  Colonel  Giltner's  regiment 
of  cavalry  was  on  the  march  for  Bristol,  and  arrived  about  2  p.  m.  Slst, 
to  my  recollection.  In  a  short  time  afterward  I  received  orders  Irom 
you  to  have  my  regiment  in  readiness  and  to  march  at  dusk  with  three 
days'  rations.  Accordingly,  my  regiment  moved  at  dark  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Blouutsville,  and  arrived  at  Blountsville  about  1  a.  m.  January 
1,  a  distance  of  9  miles.  Within  an  hour  afterward  you  anived,  and 
gave  orders  to  resume  the  march  to  Moccasin  Gap  immediately,  distant 
from  Blountsville  17  miles.  At  sunrise  we  were  within  11  miles  of  the  gap, 
and  marched  in  quick  time  until  within  about  6  miles  of  the  gap,  when 
we  learned  the  enemy  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  Eogersvilie,  Tenn.  I 
then  gave  my  men  a  little  more  time,  and  arrived  at  the  gap  about  1  p.  m., 
the  enemy  being  on  the  march  on  the  Rogersville  road,  and  proceeded 
to  Estillville  without  halting.  There  I  received  orders  to  move  to  Speer's 
Ferry,  10  miles  farther,  and  all  other  orders  on  the  march  were  received 
from  Col.  H.  Hawkins,  senior  to  myself. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  SLEMP, 
Colonel  Sixty-fourth  Virginia  Regiment 

Brigadier-General  Marshall. 


No.  13. 


Report  of  Maj.  Isaac  B.  Bunn^  relative  to  operations  December  2^- Jan- 
uary 1, 

GooDSON,  Va.,  Ja/nuary  5, 1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  After  my  last  letter  to  you,  in  which  I  advised  you  of  the 
disorganized  and  scattered  condition  of  General  MarshalPs  command, 
and  reporting  the  doings  of  a  portion  of  his  command  near  by  my  resi- 
dence, but  six  days  had  transpired  before  a  courier  from  Lee  County 
called  me  out  of  bed  at  2.30  a.  m.  Tuesday,  informing  me  that  a  column 
of  Yankee  cavalry  (variously  estimated  at  from  1,600  to  4,000)  had 
reached  Pattonsville  at  1  p.  m.  Monday,  and  were  advancing  upon  Bris- 
tol, and  would  reach  the  railroad  before  dayUght,  passing  my  house, 
which  is  on  tbe  public  road,  3  miles  west  of  the  Bristol  depot.  I  sent 
runners  to  all  my  neighbors,  and  got  them  in  arms,  and  then  at  daylight 
proceeded  to  the  camp  of  [Lieutenant- jColonel  Clay,  which  was,  as  stated 
in  a  former  letter,  1  mile  from  my  house.  I  found  them  disorganized, 
confused,  and  apparently  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do.  Colonel 
Clay  had  been  notified  by  General  Marshall,  from  Abingdon,  that  a 
Yankee  force  was  advancing  upon  him.  He  had  thrown  a  picket  down 
the  road,  for  he  was  encamped  upon  the  road  by  which  they  were  ap- 
proaching Bristol.  Colonel  [Maj.  Thomas]  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  who 
had  been  at  Abingdon,  had  brought  intelligence  from  General  [Marshall] 
to  Colonel  Clay  of  the  Yankee  approach  ;  was  proceeding  with  all  pos- 
sible haste  to  his  command  (350  men),  encamped  below  Kingsport,  2 
miles  west,  at  Eoss  Camp  Ground,  fearful  they  would  be  cut  off,  the 
Yankees  being  then  6  miles  distant  from  Colonel  Clay^s  camp,  and  be- 
tween Clay  and  Colonel  Johnson's  command,  the  latter  being  entirely 
in  their  rear.  Hix  miles  west  of  Colonel  Clay's  camp  Colonel  Johnson 
met  Clay's  scouts  returning  at  full  speed,  cautioning  him  that  the  enemy 
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were  approacbiug  iu  very  lieavy  force  close  by.  This  was  about  5  a.  m. 
Tuesday.  Colouel  Johnson  at  once  halted  with  two  of  his  men,  who 
were  in  company  (one  unarmed),  and  waited  the  advance  of  the  Yankee 
column.  Drawing  his  revolver,  he  ordered  his  armed  companion  to  do 
likewise,  and  but  a  moment  had  elapsed  before  three  men  (the  advance 
of  Carter's  Abolition  army)  halted  in  his  front  not  more  than  15  feet  from 
him,  asking  at  the  same  time  if  they  were  not  a  part  of  the  Ninth  Penn- 
sylvania. Colonel  Johnson  made  rio  reply,  but  ordered  them  to  surren- 
der. One  of  them,  a  sergeant,  made  a  motion  to  draw  his  pistol,  when 
Colonel  Johnson  fired  and  killed  him ;  the  other  tw^o  surrendered,  and 
were  turned  back  prisoners,  and  returned  with  horses  and  guns  (of  the 
dead  man  also)  to  Colonel  Clay's  camp.  The  main  column  of  the  enemy 
was  not  over  100  yards  in  rear  of  this  advance  guard.  Tliey  counter- 
marched immediately,  entered  an  old  field  a  quarter  [of  a  mile]  in  rear 
of  their  turning  point,  deployed  in  line  of  battle,  remained  until  sunrise, 
then  returned  by  the  road  they  had  come  some  mile  or  more,  and  took 
a  right  hand  road  to  Blountsville  and  Union.  No  one  doubts  but  their 
first  intention  was  to  burn  Bristol  and  take  possession  of  all  the  trains, 
stores,  &c.,  and  destroy  them  first,  which  could  have  been  as  easily  done 
as  to  take  Union  and  destroy  the  bridges  at  that  point.  The  appearance 
of  a  force  in  front  on  this  route  deterred  them.  I  suggested,  when  1 
reached  Colonel  Clay's  camp,  that  he  should  scout  all  the  roads  leading 
to  Blountsville  and  Union,  find  out  where  the  enemy  was,  and  then  act 
accordingly ;  and  after  giving  him  all  the  information  I  possessed  in  re- 
gard to  the  roads  and  country,  proposed  to  go  with  his  scouts  and  place 
them  over  all  the  different  routes  (three  in  number)  and  aid  them  in 
finding  out  what  course  the  enemy  had  taken.  This  he  consented  to, 
and,  after  scouting  all  the  roads  in  the  direction  of  Union  and  Blounts- 
ville, by  12  or  1  p.  m.  found  the  enemy  at  Blountsville ;  a  portion  having 
advanced  to  Union,  burned  the  depot  and  railroad  bridge  and  county 
bridge,  proceeding  next  in  the  direction  of  Watauga  Bridge,  on  same 
evening  (Tuesday),  and  burned  that.  General  Marshall  had  news,  by 
telegraphic  communication  from  Morris  town,  Tenn.,  of  their  approach 
at  10  p.  m.  Monday.  Re  ordered  Clay  and  Colonel  Slemp's  infantry  to 
take  position  at  Bristol  and  defend  the  railroad  if  attacked.  He  never 
reached  Bristol  until  Wednesday  morning  at  1  o'clock,  as  he  told  me. 
Colonel  McClelland  and  myself  called  on  Colonel  Marshall  Wednesday 
morning,  gave  him  an  idea  of  the  country,  and  proposed  to  map  the 
same  for  him.  This  duty  devolved  upon  Mr.  Blair  and  myself,  while 
Colonel  McClelland  proposed  to  lead  a  party  of  scouts  in  the  direction 
of  Blountsville  and  Union,  and  find  out  enemy's  position  and  report. 

General  Marshall  had  at  Bristol  and  near  by  Clay's  battalion  (near 
450  men,  cavalry)  and  Colonel  Slemp's  regiment  (in  1  mile)  of  infantry 
(about  750  men);  besides,  he  had  in  rear  of  Yankees  at  Kingsport 
Colonel  Johnson's  command  (over  300  men,  cavalry);  in  all,  1,500  effi- 
cient men,  on  the  ground,  to  meet  this  invasion  of  not  over  1,200  to 
1,500  Abolitionists,  who  were  jaded  and  worn  out,  sleeping  on  their 
horses?,  and  leaving  their  caps,  coats,  oil-cloths,  and  arms  along  the  road. 
So  jaded  and  worn  out  were  they  that  the  officers  had  to  be  traversing 
the  line  from  one  end  to  the  other  continually,  pricking  up  the  horses 
with  their  sabers  and  closing  up  the  column  scattered  for  2  to  3  miles 
along  the  road,  four- fifths  of  them  asleep,  having  been  riding  constantly 
day  and  night  for  five  days;  so  say  the  prisoners  taken  by  Colonel 
Johnson. 

On  Wednesday  noon  Colonel  Giltner's  regiment  of  cavalry  (800 
strong)  tiled  into  Bristol  and  went  into  camij.    Wednesday  night  Gen- 
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eral  Jenkias^  men  (1,000  stroug)  reached  [there]  by  rail,  two  batteries 
(Davis'  [D ividson's]  and  Jeffress',  eight  guns)  having  reached  [there] 
the  day  before.  I  continued  with  General  Marshall  throughout  Wed- 
nesday, and  had  provided  him  a  map  of  the  railroad  and  all  the 
stations  to  Bull's  Gap,  and  all  the  approaches  to  same,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Blair  and  myself  could  do,  and  he  slept  over  our  explanations  in  his 
chair  as  perfectly  imbecile  as  you  could  imagine.  Wednesday  evening 
scouts  reported  Yankees  returning  from  Watauga  Bridge  (which  they 
had  burned)  to  Blountsville  or  near  by  (9  miles  from  Bristol),  where  they 
had  encamped.  Not  a  man  of  the  command  of  General  Marshall  was 
moved  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  until  after  nightfall  on  Wednesday. 
General  Marshall  and  staff  had  horses  before  the  hotel  at  4  p.  m.  on 
Wednesday,  and  did  not  get  mounted  until  1  a.  m.  Thursday,  as  I  am 
informed.  The  cause  I  will  not  make  known,  as  it  is  no  purpose  of  mine 
to  prefer  charges. 

Wednesday  night  Marshall  moved  Clay's  battalion,  Slemp's  infantry 
regiment,  and  four  pieces  under  Jeffress  and  Davis  [Davidson]  from 
Bristol  in  the  direction  of  Moccasin  Gap,  while  he  had  called  in  from 
Kingsport  Colonel  Johnson's  command,  and  that  also  returned  with  the 
troops  first  stated. 

On  Thursday  the  Yankees  encamped  at  Kingsport,  16  miles  west  of 
Blountsville,  moving  perfectly  at  their  leisure,  and,  retracing  their  course, 
encamped  at  Kingsport  (near  by)  without  even  posting  a  picket  guard. 
Four  of  Capt.  W.  W.  Baldwin's  cavalry  scouts  went  up  to  Pierce's 
tavern,  in  the  east  end  of  Kingsport,  when  General  [S.  P.]  Carter  and 
staff  were  eating  supper,  called  them  out  of  the  house  and  shot  at  them, 
wounding  an  aide  of  General  Carter  in  the  hand,  and,  report  says,  Carter 
also.  The  whole  Yankee  party  retreated  by  the  back  way  of  the  house 
and  fled  on  foot,  guided  by  one  of  Pierce's  negroes,  leaving  their  horses 
hitched  to  the  rack,  which  were  taken  by  Baldwin's  men.  Captain  Bald- 
win had  stopped  to  feed  and  rest  his  men  4  miles  in  rear  of  Kingsport. 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  raid  upon  our  country ;  it  is  useless  to  say 
disgraceful.  The  damage  is  small ;  nothing  was  interrupted  except  to 
take  all  the  horses,  watches,  &c.,  of  loyal  citizens,  to  seize  and  parole 
all  the  prisoners  they  could  find,  and  destroy  two  bridges  (worth  prob- 
ably $50,000  to  construct  them),  with  small  amount  of  stores  at  each 
place,  and  the  injury  to  one  " material "  engine,  run  into  the  river  at 
Watauga.  The  greatest  injury  is  the  confidence  afforded  to  the  Union 
sentiment  in  East  Tennessee,  for  already  they  have  commenced  bush- 
whacking in  Carter  County,  and  several  persons  have  been  killed. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  in  this  letter  to  find  fault  with  any  man- 
agement or  lay  blame  in  any  quarter.  My  report  is  one  of  facts,  known 
to  myself  and  the  country,  and  cannot  be  gainsaid.  In  conclusion,  let 
us  have  at  leatst  a  fighting  man  to  lead  our  men  and  our  people.  Ko  one 
here  will  fail  to  see  then  that,  while  nothing  has  been  accomplished  by 
our  men  for  want  of  proper  officers,  much  could  have  been  effected  with 
active  and  efficient  generalship.  General  Jones,  I  learn,  reached  Abing- 
don, but  made  no  move  west  of  that  point  that  I  know  of.  General 
Floyd,  of  Virginia  State  Line,  was  also  at  Abingdon,  as  I  hear  re- 
ported. The  Yankees  were  four  hours  destroying  the  trestle-bridge  at 
Union.  It  had  been  recently  constructed  of  green  timber,  was  uncov- 
ered, and  they  had  to  cut  it  down  piece  by  piece,  and  let  it  fall  into  the 
river. 

Please  show  this  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  You  will  see  I  had  first 
directed  it  to  him,  but  concluded  it  would  look  like  anticipating  Mar- 
shall's report,  and  I  send  it  to  you,  that  you  may  see  how  this  thing 
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lias  been  butchered.  Had  we  bad  such  a  man  as  Stuart  or  Forrest  or 
Jones,  or  any  leader  at  all,  not  a  man  of  them  could  have  escaped. 
Our  people  are  disappointed,  for  they  see,  with  ample  force  in  our 
midst,  a  Yankee  army  can  invade  us  with  impunity  and  stir  up  the 
worst  feelings  of  those  Union  devils  who  live  around  and  in  our  very 
midst. 

I  have  made  this  letter  too  long,  and  hope  you  will  excuse  the  liberty 
I  take  in  writing  it  at  all. 

Very  respectiuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  B.  DUNK. 
Hon.  J.  E.  Tucker, 

Bichmondy  Va. 


DEGEMBEE  21,  1862.~Skinnish  on  the  Wilson  Greek  Pike,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt.  Frank  W.  Mix,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

Camp  Rosecrans,  December  21,  1862. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  orders  I  received  last  evening,  I  left  camp 
this  morning  at  6  o'clock  with  24  men  of  Company  B  and  25  of  Company 
A,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Anderson,  to  report  to  General  Neg- 
ley,  on  the  Franklin  pike,  as  an  escort  for  a  forage  train.  I  arrived  at 
General  Kegley's  headquarters  at  7.30  o'clock,  and  was  informed  that  I 
was  to  take  my  command  out  to  the  fork  of  the  Franklin  and  Wilson 
Creek  pike  for  picket  duty.  I  informed  the  general  I  did  not  come  pre- 
pared, as  my  men  had  no  rations  with  them.  He  then  ordered  me  to  go 
out  on  the  road,  until  I  found  the  forage  train,  and  to  scour  the  country 
on  both  sides  of  the  Wilson  Creek  pike,  and  gather  what  information  I 
could.  I  found  nothing  worthy  of  mentioning  until  I  came  up  with  his 
train,  about  4  miles  out  on  the  Wilson  pike.  There  I  found  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  one  section  of  artillery,  and  30  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Stanley.  I  reported  to  him ; 
he  informed  me  that  the  Kentucky  cavalry  were  skirmishing  with  some 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  off  at  the  left  of  the  pike,  and  wished  me  to  go 
there  with  my  command,  and  also  take  command  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky 
company,  and  to  use  my  own  judgment  what  course  to  pursue.  I  went 
down  there,  and  found  our  men  in  an  open  piece  of  timber,  firing  away, 
and  the  enemy  in  a  narrow  lane,  behind  a  stone  wall.  I  at  first  dis- 
mounted my  men  (being  armed  with  Colt's  rifles,  I  could  not  use  them  on 
the  horses),  and  went  at  them  dismounted,  but  I  soon  found  out  that  I 
would  have  to  resort  to  some  other  way  to  get  them  away  from  the  wall. 
I  accordingly  ordered  my  men  to  mount,  and  I  started  for  the  road,  or 
lane,  which  they  were  in,  with  Company  B  in  advance,  and  Third  Ken- 
tucky in  the  rear.  I  started  off  at  a  brisk  gallop,  and  as  I  came  up  on 
a  line  of  the  wall,  I  received  a  volley  from  them,  wounding  Sergeant  Mc- 
Intire,  of  Company  B,  who  was  in  advance  with  me.  They  fired  another 
volley  at  us,  when  they  broke  and  ran  5  some  going  off  to  the  left  of  the 
road,  while  the  main  body  went  down  the  road,  with  our  boys  close  to 
their  heels,  firing  at  them  at  every  chance.  We  soon  passed  those  on 
the  left  of  us,  and  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  cut  them  off  at  my  leisure, 
and  should  have  done  so  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  lieutenant,  who  is,  I 
believe,  an  aide-de-camp  for  Colonel  Stanley,  who,  seeing  those  fellows 
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come  up,  told  some  of  Company  B  to  go  in  there  after  them.  I  did 
not  know  anything  of  it  until  I  had  got  up  to  within  about  four  rods  of 
the  enemy;  had  fired  every  round  from  my  pistol,  and  was  fast  gaining 
on  them.  1  looked  back  to  see  if  my  men  were  all  ready  for  them,  and  not 
a  man  was  with  me  except  Sergeant  Mclntire,  who,  although  wounded 
in  the  leg,  kept  close  to  my  side.  I  soon  made  up  my  mind  I  had  gone 
far  enough.  I  went  back  and  found  most  of  the  men  in  the  lot,  with 
this  lieutenant  picking  them  up  there.  It  was  now  too  late  to  think  of 
overtaking  them,  but,  thinking  some  of  them  might  be  in  the  woods,  I 
dismounted  Companies  A  and  B,  and  skirmished  through  the  woods 
and  got  1  prisoner  by  the  operation ;  in  all  we  got  6  prisoners ;  killed 
2,  wounded  1,  and  came  out  ourselves  with  only  1  wounded.  The  men 
all  behaved  nobly,  and,  although  the  bullets  fell  thick  and  fast,  not  one 
faltered,  but  did  his  best  to  keep  up.  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of 
Sergeant  Mclntire,  who,  although  wounded,  showed  coolness  and  cour- 
age not  often  exhibited  by  older  and  more  experienced  soldiers.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  interference  of  the  lieutenant,  I  am  confident  that  we 
might  have  captured  a  fine  lot  of  them.  We  went  back  and  reported 
to  Colonel  Stanley,  who  took  the  prisoners  in  charge,  when  we  started 
for  camp,  arriving  here  at  5  p.  m. 

I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  MIX, 
Captain  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 
Col.  R.  H.  G.  MiNTY. 


DECEMBER  22, 1862-JANUARY  2, 1863.— Morgan's  second  Kentncky  raid.] 

Dec.  22,  1862. — Morgan's  command  sets  out  from  Alexandria,  Tenn.,  and  crosses  thcj 
Cumberland  River. 

24,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Glasgow,  Ky. 

25,  1862. — Skirmish  on  the  Bnrkesville  road,  near  Green's  Chapel,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at  Bear  Wallow,  Ky. 

26,  1862. — Skirmish  at  Bacon  Creek,  near  Munfordville,  Ky. 

Capture  of  stockade  at  Nolin,  Ky. 

27,  1862. — Capture  of  Union  forces  at  Elizabethtown,  Ky. 

28,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Muklraugh's  Hill,  Ky. 

29,  1862.— Skirmish  near  Johnson's  Ferry  (or  Hamilton's  Ford),  Rolling  Fork,  Ky. 

Capture  of  stockade  at  Boston,  Ky. 

30,  1862.— Affair  at  Springfield,  Ky. 

Skirmish  at  New  Haven,  Ky. 

31,  1862. — Affair  at  Muldraugh's  Hill,  near  New  Market,  Ky. 
Jan.    2,  1863. — Morgan's  command  recrosses  the  Cumberland  Kiver 

RKPORTS. 

4 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Horatio  G.  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  the 
Ohio. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  District  of  Western 
Kentucky. 

No  3. — Col.  John  M.  Harlan,  Tenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  brigade,  includ- 
ing skirmish  near  Johnson's  Ferry,  Ky. 

No  4. — Col.  William  A.  Hoskins,  Twelfth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  brigade, 
including  affair  at  Springfield,  Ky. 
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No.  5.— Col.  Edward  H.  Hobson,  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  at  Mun- 
fordville,  including  skirmishes  at  Glasgow,  near  Green's  Chapel,  at  Bear 
Wallow,  and  at  Bacon  Creek,  Ky. 

No.  6. — Capt.  Frank  W.  Dickey,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  at  Glasgow,  Ky. 

No.  7. — Col.  Isaac  P.  Gray,  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  near  Green's  Chapel, 

Ky. 
No.  8.— Col.  William  H.  Benneson,  Seventy -eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at 

New  Haven,  Ky. 
No.  9. — Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  expedition. 

Ko.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen,  Horatio  O.  Wright^  U»  S.Army,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio, 

Headquarters, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  31,  1862. 

A  force  of  cavalry  from  Bragg's  army  having  crossed  the  Cumberland 
at  Hartsville,  and  proceeding  via  Glasgow,  have  made  a  raid  on  the 
Louisville  and  Nashville  Eailroad,  occasioning  considerable  damage, 
and  cutting,  for  a  time,  the  communication  with  General  Eosecrans. 
The  rebels,  under  Morgan,  first  made  an  attack  on  Munfordville,  but 
are  reported  to  have  been  three  times  repulsed.  Leaving  this  place, 
and  penetrating  between  our  forces,  they  fell  upon  and  captured  the 
smaller  posts  at  Elizabethtown  and  Muldraugh's  Hill,  burning  the  tres- 
tle-work near  latter.  This  is  the  most  serious  damage  to  the  road.  At 
Eolling  Fork  the  rebels  were  also  repulsed,  and  at  last  advices  were 
moving  eastward.  It  is  hoped  the  dispositions  made  of  our  forces  may 
result  in  their  capture,  though,  as  our  mounted  force  is  inferior,  it  can- 
not be  looked  upon  as  certain.  The  Cumberland  is  now  navigable,  and 
supplies  are  being  sent  that  way  to  General  Eosecrans,  so  that  the  result 
of  the  raid  will  not  be  very  important.  As  soon  as  the  reports  called 
for  are  received,  a  fall  report  will  be  made.  Last  reports  from  Nashville 
were  that  Eosecrans  was  in  sight  of  Murfreesborough  Monday  night, 
after  severe  skirmishing,  and  a  battle  expected  Tuesday. 

H.  G.  WEIGHT, 

Major  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok. 


No.  2. 


Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Jeremiah  T.  Boyle,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Dis- 
trict of  Western  Kentucky.* 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  30,  1862. 
Colonel  Harlan  fell  on  Morgan's  rear  and  killed  and  wounded  a  number 
of  rebels.  Among  them  Col.  Basil  W.  Duke  was  wounded.  Captured 
1  captain  and  6  privates.  There  was  brisk  fighting  for  one  hour  and  a 
half,  when  the  rebels  retreated.  We  lost  2  killed  and  3  wounded — 
Lieutenaat  Poliis,  of  the  artillery,  since  died.  Eolling  Fork  Bridge  not 
injured.  Morgan  retreated  toward  Bardstown.  My  pickets  22  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Bardstown,  at  Salt  Eiver.  Saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy, 
but  heard  from  many  persons  that  Morgan  was  in  Bardstown  last  night, 
and  left  this  morning  at  8  o'clock,  going  eastward,  toward  Spriiigfield. 

*  See  aiso  Corre8poudeir3e,  etc.,  December  24,  1862-Jan  lary  3,  1863,  Part  II. 
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Three  or  four  hundred  of  Morgan's  men  attacked  the  stockade  at  ]New 
Haven,  but  were  twice  repulsed,  with  some  loss,  not  known.  New  Haven 
Bridge  safe.  At  last  accounts  my  men  report  one  or  two  companies  of 
Morgan's  men  going  to  Bloomfield. 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Brigadier-  General. 
Major-General  Weioht. 

Louisville,  Ky., 
January  1, 1863 — 11  p.  m. 

Rebel  General  Morgan  crossed  Cumberland  River,  cut  off  Nashville 
at  Gainesborough,  and  appeared  in  front  of  Munfordville  on  25th 
December.  Colonel  Hobson,  Thirteenth  Kentucky,  drove  part  of  his 
force,  killing  9  and  capturing  16.  Morgan  crossed  Green  River  above 
Munfordville,  and  moved  in  direction  of  Elizabethtown,  burning  bridge 
at  Bacon  Creek  and  Nolin.  He  destroyed  trestle-work  at  Mul draughts 
Hill,  and  moved  for  Rolling  Fork.  Colonel  Harlan,  of  Tenth  Kentucky, 
commanding  brigade,  overtook  at  Rolling  Fork  and  attacked  him,  kill- 
ing and  wounding  a  number  and  capturing  a  captain  and  some  privates. 
Colonel  Duke  (rebel)  died  of  wounds,  and  one  of  our  lieutenants  of  artil- 
lery. Colonel  Harlan  crossed,  pursued,  and  attacked  him  at  Rolling  Fork, 
Salt  River  Bridge.  This  is  first  instance,  I  believe,  of  infantry  waiting 
and  attacking  cavalry.  Morgan  fled  before  Harlan  to  Bardstown,  and 
from  there  attempted  to  escape  between  Lebanon  and  Campbellsville. 
Colonel  Hoskins,  Twelfth  Kentucky,  commanding  there,  attacked  him 
this  morning,  killing  a  number  and  capturing  90  men,  his  caissons,  and 
ammunition  wagons.  Morgan  is  flying  precipitately.  General  Rey- 
nolds marched  from  Glasgow  yesterday  for  Greensburg,  and  may  inter- 
cept him.  Colonel  Halisy,  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  killed.  Our  cas- 
ualties not  yet  reported.     Morgan  has  paid  dearly  for  what  he  has  done. 

I  have  sent  boats  up  Green  River  to  Bowling  Green,  whence  railroad 
is  in  order  to  Nashville,  with  provisions  for  Rosecraus'  army.  Also  sent 
boats  up  Cumberland.  With  control  of  gunboats  on  Cumberland,  can 
easily  supply  General  Rosecrans'  army.  General  Rosecrans  occupies 
Murfreesborough. 

J.  T.  BOYLE, 

Brigadier-  General, 

His  Excellency  Abraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States, 


ISo.  3. 


Reports  of  Col,  John  M.  Harlan^  Tenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding 
brigade,  including  sicirmish  near  Johnson^ s  Ferry,  Ky, 

Bowling  Green,  Ky., 

December  26,  1862—8.15  p.  m. 

Colonel  :  Delayed  to-day  by  condition  of  road ;  loads  too  heavy 
for  engines.  One  engine  became  entirely  useless  at  South  Tunnel,  and 
one  train  delayed  there  until  engine  came  from  Nashville.  All  the 
trains  will  be  here  by  9  o'clock.  You  have  been  advised,  as  I  learn  by 
Colonel  Hobson,  of  the  success  of  the  rebels  at  Bacon  Creek  stock- 
ade, and  the  destruction  by  them  of  2  miles  of  road.    Kot  believed  hero 
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that  Morg  All  lias  any  force  soutli  of  Green  Biver,  and  the  impression  is 
that  the  track  is  all  right  as  far  as  Cave  City  and  Munfordville,  but  no 
certain  facts  are  known  upon  which  to  base  the  opinion.  Shall  I  go  on 
in  the  cars  to-night,  under  these  circumstances,  or  wait  until  daylight! 
General  Manson  says  he  has  positive  information  that  the  track  was  right 
last  night  at  Cave  City,  but  knows  nothing  definite  as  to  track  beyond 
that  point. 

JOHN  M.  HAELAN^ 
Colonelj  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 
Col.  J.  P.  Gabesoh^. 

MoNFOBDViLLB,  December  29,  1862. 

General  :  Came  up  with  Morgan  to-day — mouth  of  Beech  Fork,  on 
Boiling  Fork,  10  miles  from  Elizabethtown,  on  Bardstown  road.  I 
formed  in  line,  advanced  skirmishers,  who  engaged  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers with  great  spirit.  Part  of  Morgan's  men  had  crossed  the  river 
before  we  arrived,  and  were  driven  across  with  some  confusion.  Many 
had  to  swim ;  many  fled  up  the  river  to  Boston  Ford,  beyond  pursuit. 
Think  Morgan  is  aiming  for  Bardstown,  and  designs  to  destroy  Shep- 
herdsville  Bridge,  if  possible.  He  destroyed  the  trestle-work ;  he  did 
it  before  I  arrived,  and  I  learn  that  he  has  destroyed  EoUing  Fork 
Bridge,  but  not  certain ;  will  know  in  a  few  hours.  I  had  a  lieutenant 
and  several  men  wounded^  2  killed ;  number  of  rebel  horses  were  killed 
by  our  artillery.  If  EoUmg  Fork  Bridge  is  not  destroyed,  I  will  go 
there  to  night  and  save  it.  I  would  have  saved  the  road,  I  think,  but 
for  delay  occasioned  by  engines  on  the  road.  Skirmishers  behaved 
well. 

JOHN  M.  HAELAN, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Major-General  Eoseorans. 

EoLLma  Fork  BRroaE, 

December  30,  1862. 

General:  On  the  night  of  the  26th,  I  left  Gallatin,  with  orders  to 
come  to  Cave  City  and  drive  Morgan  from  the  railroad.  When  I  reached 
Bowling  Green,  I  received  additional  orders  to  come  on  to  Munford- 
ville,  and  drove  him  from  that  vicinity.  As  he  followed  the  line  of  the 
railroad,  I  continued  the  pursuit,  and  came  up  with  him  yesterday  morn- 
ing at  10  o'clock,  near  Johnson's  Ferry,  about  5  miles  above  this  point. 
When  my  artillery  opened,  two  of  his  regiments  and  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery were  within  a  half  mile  of  the  bridge  here,  and  about  to  make  an 
attack.  The  noise  of  my  guns  induced  them  to  move  back  up  the  river, 
and  abandon  the  attempt  on  this  bridge.  My  close  pursuit  of  him  saved 
this  bridge.  A  part  of  his  force  crossed  IJ  miles  higher  up  the  river, 
above  the  mouth  of  Beech  Fork.  Two  hundred  went  up  the  river  to- 
ward New  Haven.  After  driving  them  across  the  river,  I  rested  until  12 
o'clock  p.  m.,  and  then  came  to  this  place,  reaching  it  at  daybreak.  My 
men  were  worn  out  and  their  rations  exhausted,  and  in  the  swollen  state 
of  the  river  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  my  infantry  to  cross.  I  feared, 
besides,  that  Morgan  would  whip  around  and  make  an  attempt  on  this 
point.  I  am  in  doubt  as  to  what  I  should  do,  and  desire  you  to  com- 
municate with  me  at  once.  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  Morgan  either 
to  retreat  in  the  direction  of  Glasgow  or  Somerset,  or  to  move  on  into 
Central  Kentucky. 
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I  am  satisfied  that,  if  I  abandon  this  point,  the  bridge  will  be  de- 
stroyed as  soon  as  it  is  known  that  there  are  but  two  companies  here ; 
and  hence  I  do  not  feel  that  1  ought  to  go  beyond  here  without  orders, 
under  the  circumstances  by  which  I  am  surrounded.  I  consider  myself 
subject  to  your  orders.  All  my  camp  equipage  is  at  Gallatin.  Tell  me 
what  I  must  do.  If  Morgan  goes  into  Central  Kentucky,  I  cannot  pos- 
sibly overtake  him  by  my  almost  thoroughly  exhausted  infantry,  but 
it  may  be  that  some  arrangement  could  be  made  to  render  my  brigade 
serviceable  in  driving  Morgan,  and  saving  particular  localities  of  im- 
portance. It  is  for  you  to  determine  what  is  to  be  done.  I  could  have 
saved  the  road  but  for  defective  engines  furnished  at  Nashville  and 
Bowling  Green  to  convey  my  troops.  The  engine  seemed  to  get  out  of 
order  just  at  the  wrong  time ;  that  delayed  me  thirty-six  hours.  The 
rear  train,  conveying  the  Fourth  Kentucky  and  part  of  battery,  did 
not  arrive  at  Munfordville  until  10  o'clock  on  Sunday  night.  The 
trestle-work  was  destroyed  Monday  after  dinner.  I  left  Munfordville 
3  o'clock  Monday  morning.  The  road  between  Munfordville  and  Bowl- 
ing Green  is  all  right ;  and  between  Munfordville  and  Elizabeth  town 
the  damage  is  not  very  great,  consisting  mainly  in  the  destruction  of 
the  bridges,  which  can  be  easily  repaired.  The  telegraph  is  injured  a 
good  deal. 

Whether  I  am  to  halt  here  or  go  on,  I  need  1,000  pairs  of  shoes  and 
2,000  pairs  of  socks.  My  men  will  suffer  unless  supplied.  If  it  is  clear 
that  I  have  complied  with  my  orders,  then  I  suppose  that  I  should  re- 
turn to  Gallatin,  unless  the  higher  authorities  in  Kentucky  think  that 
my  remaining  here  is  necessary  to  aid  in  keeping  the  army  supplied 
with  provisions.  Let  Die  hear  from  you  fully,  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
communicate  with  you  to-day  by  telegraph  (pocket  instrument).  May 
not  Morgan  also  make  a  dash  on  the  bridge  at  Frankfort  ?  He  could 
reach  that  point  from  Bardstown,  but  I  fear  that  his  main  object  of 
attack  is  the  bridge  at  Shepherds ville.  That  is  the  opinion  at  depart- 
ment headquarters,  as  I  learn.  1  have  now  out  numerous  scouts  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  Morgan  is  crossing  from  Boston  and 
Bardstown  to  Shepherdsville.  If  I  find  that  he  is  on  his  way  to  Shep- 
herdsville,  I  will  attack  him  on  the  way  or  endeavor  to  get  in  his  rear. 
Yours,  truly, 

JOHN  M.  HAELAN, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  T.  Boyle. 


Lebanon  Junction,  January  1, 1863. 
Genebal  :  A  dispatch  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Holeman,  command- 
ing at  Lebanon,  says  Morgan's  forces  encamped  at  Muldraugh^s  Hill,  8 
miles  from  here,  on  Columbia  road,  last  night.  Colonels  Hoskins  and 
Reid  are  pursuing  with  their  commands.  When  last  heard  from,  Colo- 
nel Hoskins  was  close  upon  his  rear,  near  Campbellsville,  at  12  o'clock 
to-day.  Colonel  Halisy,  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  was  murdered  last 
night  by  Morgan's  men ;  his  body  is  here.  Was  shot,  after  he  had  sur- 
rendered, by  a  rebel  ofiQcer.  We  have  captured  about  90  of  Morgan's 
men  to-day,  considerable  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  I  will 
send  messenger  to  Hobson  and  Reynolds. 

JOHN  M.  HARLAN, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  T.  Boyle. 
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MUNFOBDVILLE,  HAET  CoUNTY,  Ky., 

January  5,  1863. 

Captain  :  At  a  late  hour  during  the  night  of  the  25th  of  December, 
while  encamped  at  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  I  received  through  the  division  com- 
mander an  order  from  the  general  commanding  the  department  to  pro- 
ceed with  my  brigade,  by  rail,  to  Bowling  Green  and  Cave  City,  and 
drive  from  the  line  of  the  Louisville  and  Kashville  Kailroad  the  rebel 
cavalry  of  Morgan,  then  north  of  the  Cumberland  Kiver,  and  meditating, 
as  was  supposed,  the  destruction  of  that  railroad.  At  that  time  Morgan 
was  supposed  to  be  south  of  Green  lUver,  and  at  some  point  in  the 
^ieinity  of  Cave  City  or  Glasgow.  The  cars  to  convey  my  troops  were 
to  come  from  Nashville,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant  (and 
without  unnecessary  delay  after  the  arrival  of  the  transportation),  I  left 
Gallatin  with  my  command,  five  regiments  of  infantry,  and  Soathwick^s 
battery  of  artillery.  Simultaneously  with  this  movement  the  Twelfth 
Division,  under  that  accomplished  and  able  ofScer,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Rey- 
nolds, marched  toward  Scottsville  and  Glasgow,  with  a  view  to  inter- 
cept Morgan,  in  the  event  that  he  was  driven  back  in  the  direction  of 
either  of  those  points.  Three  trains  of  cars,  each  drawn  by  one  engine, 
was  the  amount  of  transportation  furnished  me  by  the  railroad  authori 
ties  at  Nashville.  The  cars  were  barely  sufficient  to  contain  the  men, 
horses,  and  guns  of  the  brigade,  and  subsequent  developments  proved 
either  that  the  engines  furnished  were  very  defective  or  that  enough 
engines  were  not  furnished,  for  when  the  rear  train,  containing  the 
Fourth  Kentucky  Infantry  (Colonel  Croxtou),  three  companies  of  the 
Seventy- fourth  Indiana,  the  battery  horses,  and  a  part  of  the  battery, 
reached  South  Tunnel,  6  miles  north  of  Gallatin,  the  engine  attached 
thereto  became  entirely  useless,  and  the  train  was  delayed  until  another 
engine  could  be  sent  from  Nashville.  While  the  rear  train  was  halted 
at  South  Tunnel,  waiting  for  another  engine,  the  passenger  train  from 
Nashville  (Conductor  Taylor),  arrived,  but  the  conductor  refused  to  per- 
mit his  engine  to  be  used  to  forward  any  rear  train,  notwithstanding  Colo- 
nel Croxton  advised  him  of  the  great  importance  of  the  expedition  upon 
which  the  brigade  was  sent,  and  the  imminent  danger  which  might  re- 
sult to  the  entire  road  from  any  delay. 

This  I  learn  from  Colonel  Croxton.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
these  facts,  since  I  was  in  the  advance  train,  some  distance  ahead  of 
the  rear  train.  Whether  the  conductor  is  to  be  blamed  for  refusing  to 
permit  his  engine  to  be  detached  for  the  purpose  indicated,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say;  that  is  for  others  to  judge;  my  duty  is  simply  to  state 
the  facts. 

It  may  be  proper  also  to  state  that  the  track  of  the  railroad  was, 
when  I  left  Gallatin,  in  bad  condition,  from  recent  rain,  though  that 
difficulty  might  have  been  obviated  had  more  engines  been  furnished. 

This  unfortunate  detention  delayed  the  rear  train,  so  that  it  did  not 
reach  Bowling  Green  until  10  o^clock  of  the  night  of  the  26th.  For  that 
detention  lam  not  in  any  wise  responsible,  as  those  concerned  received 
from  me  full  information  as  to  the  number  of  men,  horses,  and  guns  for 
which  transportation  would  be  required. 

After  my  arrival  at  Bowling  Green,  I  learned  that  all  of  Morgan's 
force  was  most  probably  north  of  Munfordville,  beyond  the  points  to 
which  I  had  been  ordered,  and  it  was  evident  that  I  must  follow  him 
beyond  that  place,  in  ordei'  to  save  any  part  of  the  railroad  from  destruc- 
tion. 

It  was  not  certainly  known  upon  my  arrival  at  Bowling  Green  whether 
the  track  was  clear  to  Munfordville ;  but  as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained 
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to  be  safe  to  proceed  farther  by  rail  (which  I  d.d  in  part  through  dis- 
patches from  Col.  E.  H.  Hobson,  commanding  at  Munfordville,  to  Gen- 
eral Manson,  at  Bowling  Green),  I  determined  to  push  forward  and  save 
as  much  of  the  railroad  as  it  was  possible  to  do. 

After  supplying  my  command  with  one  day's  rations  at  Bowling  Green 
(which  weie  very  kindly  supplied  by  General  Manson),  I  started  for 
Munfordville.  When,  however,  the  rear  train  had  gone  about  10  miles 
from  Bowling  Green,  its  engine  got  entirely  out  of  order,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  send  back  to  Bowling  Green  for  another  one.  This  second 
unfortunate  detention  delayed  the  rear  train,  so  that  it  did  not  reach 
Munfordville  until  10  o'clock  at  night  of  the  27th. 

My  command  was  disembarked  immediately.  Here  I  should  state 
that  the  battery  and  other  horses  of  the  brigade  had  been  on  the  cars 
for  nearly  forty  hours,  without  a  drop  of  water  or  a  pound  of  forage. 
They  were  fed  as  well  as  the  supplies  would  permit  j  nothing  but  corn 
could  be  obtained  at  Munfordville  to  feed  them. 

My  men,  wearied  and  fatigued  by  loss  of  sleep  and  the  crowded  con- 
dition of  the  cars,  as  much  fatigued  as  if  they  had  been  marching,  lay 
down  upon  the  damp  ground,  without  tents  to  shelter  them,  to  rest  as 
best  they  could.  Though  I  had  received  from  the  division  commander 
at  Cave  City  a  dispatch  ordering  me  to  proceed  to  Munfordville  and 
drive  Morgan  from  that  vicinity,  I  conceived  it  to  be  my  duty,  under 
my  orders,  to  go  even  farther,  for  I  believed  that  Morgan,  if  unchecked, 
would  destroy  every  bridge  and  structure  on  the  entire  road,  thus  inter- 
fering very  materially  with  supplies  for  the  main  army  beyond  Nash- 
ville. He  had  then  destroyed  the  Bacon  Creek  and  Noliu  Creek  bridges, 
and  had  probably  destroyed  the  bridge  near  Elizabeth  town,  and  cap- 
tured our  forces  there,  as  he  had  already  captured  those  at  Bacon  Creek 
and  Nolin.  My  only  hope,  then,  was  to  save  the  immense  trestle-work 
at  Muldraugh's  Hill;  and,  failing  in  that,  to  save  the  bridges  over  Rolling 
Fork,  near  Lebanon  Junction,  and  over  Salt  River,  at  Shepherds ville. 
These,  or  any  one  of  these,  results  I  conceived  to  be  of  vital  importance 
to  the  army,  and  I  appealed  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  to 
bear  up  under  any  privations  in  order  to  accomplish  it. 

After  resting  my  men  but  a  few  hours,  I  left  Munfordville  at  3  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  28th  with  my  brigade,  and  also  with  the  Thir- 
teenth Kentucky  Infantry,  Major  Hobson,  and  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry, Colonel  Shanks,  in  all  about  2,900  effective  men.  These  last  two 
regiments  constituted  a  part  of  Colonel  Hobson's  command  at  Munford- 
ville, and  were  detached  at  my  request  to  accompany  me  in  the  expedi- 
tion. 

On  the  route  from  Munfordville  to  Elizabethtown  no  enemy  was 
seen  ;  but  upon  my  arrival  at  Elizabethtown,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
I  learned  that  Morgan  had  destroyed  the  trestle-work  on  the  very  day 
upon  which  I  left  Munfordville,  and  had,  the  previous  night,  encamped 
10  miles  from  Elizabethtown,  on  the  Rolling  Fork,  where  the  Elizabeth- 
town  and  Bardstown  road  crosses  that  stream. 

I  marched  immediately  in  that  direction,  ordering  the  cavalry  to  go 
far  in  advance.  When  1  had  gone  about  5  miles  from  Elizabethtown, 
information  reached  me  that  the  rebels  were,  in  fact,  at  the  place  sup- 
posed, and  would  probably  soon  cross  the  river.  A  section  of  South - 
wick's  battery  was  ordered  to  join  the  cavalry,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
it,  to  detain  the  rt^bels  at  the  crossing  until  the  infantry  arrived.  When 
Colonel  Shanks  arrived  within  a  mile  of  the  crossing,  he  discovered,  in 
the  plain  below  (our  road  from  Elizabethtown  was  on  a  high  ridge  of 
Muldraugh's  Hill),  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  upon  whom  he  ordered  the 
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artillery  to  opeD,  which  was  promptly  executed,  resulting  in  the  rapid 
dispersion  of  the  rebels.  The  infantry  were  ordered  up  double-quick. 
I  went  to  the  front  in  person,  and  from  a  high  hill  I  saw  quite  distinctly 
a  very  large  body  of  cavalry  formed  in  line  of  battle  near  the  river. 
Their  officers  were  riding  along  their  line,  apparently  preparing  to  give 
us  battle. 

Knowing  that  Morgan  had  a  larger  force  than  I  had,  I  proceeded 
cautiously,  and  yet  as  expeditiously  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  and 
the  circumstances  admitted.  My  men  were  formed  in  two  lines ;  skir- 
mishers were  thrown  out  from  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  covering  our 
whole  front,  and  were  ordered  to  advance  and  engage  the  enemy,  the 
whole  line  following  in  close  supporting  distance.  The  firing  com- 
menced on  the  part  of  the  rebels,  on  our  left ;  it  was  promptly  and  vig- 
orously responded  to  by  my  skirmishers  and  the  artillery.  After  a 
while  the  rebels  were  driven  away,  and  they  then  made  some  demon- 
strations to  occupy  an  eminence  upon  my  right.  To  meet  this  movement 
the  Tenth  Indiana  (Colonel  Carroll)  was  ordered  to  occupy  that  emi- 
nence, from  which  four  companies  were  ordered  to  clear  the  woods  on 
the  right  of  my  line.  The  Fourth  Kentucky,  Colonel  Croxton  ;  Four- 
teenth Ohio,  Colonel  Este;  Seventy- fourth  Indiana,  Colonel  Chapman, 
were  ordered  to  form  on  the  left  of  the  Tenth  Indiana.  A  section  of 
the  battery  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  eminence,  and  the  Tenth  Ken- 
tucky, Lieutenant-Colonel  Hays,  ordered  to  support  it.  This  left  the 
Thirteenth  Kentucky,  Major  Hobson,  on  my  left,  supporting  the  section 
.of  the  battery  stationed  there.  The  firing  now  became  general  all  along 
the  right  of  our  line  of  skirmishers ;  but  the  rebels,  after  an  obstinate 
resistance,  broke  and  fled  precipitately  in  every  direction.  Some  struck 
out  into  the  woods;  some  went  up  the  river  as  far  as  !New  Haven;  some 
swam  the  river  with  their  horses.  Farther  pursuit  that  evening  was 
impracticable,  and  I  may  say  impossible,  in  the  exhausted  state  of  my 
men,  they  having  left  Munfordville  Sunday  morning  and  come  up  with 
the  enemy  the  succeeding  day  at  1  o'clock — 43  miles  distant. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  were  as  follows,  viz :  Lieut.  Henry  W. 
Pollis,  of  Southwick's  battery  (Company  C,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artil- 
lery), fell  at  his  post,  mortally  wounded.  He  died  the  succeeding  day. 
He  was  a  promising  young  officer,  and  his  loss  will  be  severely  felt. 
Private  Louis  W.  Finney,  Company  I,  Tenth  Indiana  Yolunteers,  was 
also  mortally  wounded,  and  died  the  30th.  Private  John  C.  Osborn, 
Company  A,  Tenth  Indiana,  slightly  wounded.  Thomas  J.  Burton, 
Company  F,  Fourth  Kentucky  Yolunteers,  was  killed  instantly. 

The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  among  the  rebels  I  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  to  ascertain,  because,  for  the  most  part,  they  fought 
under  cover  of  a  thick,  heavy  woods,  and  we  marched  away  from  the 
scene  of  conflict  shortly  after  its  conclusion,  for  reasons  hereinafter 
stated.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  among  the  wounded  was  General 
Basil  W.  Duke,  commanding  a  brigade  under  Morgan,  and  who  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  life  and  soul  of  all  the  movements  of  the  latter;  and  near 
where  he  was  seen  during  the  engagement  10  dead  horses  were  found 
within  a  space  of  20  feet  square,  the  work  of  the  section  of  South  wick's 
battery  on  the  left.  Some  of  the  citizens  in  the  vicinity  informed  me 
that  the  rebel  wounded  were  taken  off  and  some  of  their  dead  thrown 
into  the  river ;  whether  this  is  true  or  not  I  will  not  pretend  to  say. 

The  rebels  encamped  that  night  near  Boston,  ISTelson  County.  Their 
camp  was  equally  distant  with  mme  from  the  Kolling  Fork  Bridge, 
which  was  believed  at  Elizabethtown  to  have  been  destroyed ;  but  not 
being  satisfied  that  such  was  the  case,  I  dispatched  a  messenger  to  that 
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point,  who  returned  at  11.30  o'clock  in  the  night  with  the  information 
that  that  bridge  was  still  safe.  My  men  were  immediately  aroused,  and 
at  midnight  I  started  for  the  bridge,  reaching  it  before  daylight  of  the 
30tb,  and  encamped  on  the  south  side  of  it.  Thus  was  this  important 
structure  saved.  Its  safety  is,  however,  attributable  in  part  to  circum- 
stances which  may  appear  singular,  but  which,  nevertheless,  actually 
transpired. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  two  of  Morgan's  regiments  and  a  portion 
of  his  artillery  marched  from  their  camp,  on  Eolling  Fork,  to  the  bridge 
(only  4^  miles  distant),  to  destroy  it,  and  at  the  same  time  capture  our 
forces  there.  The  garrison  at  that  place  constituted  only  two  compa- 
nies. The  rebels  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge,  and  were  about  to 
commence  an  attack,  when  the  firing  by  my  advance  upon  the  remainder 
of  their  forces  notified  them  that  an  enemy  was  near  at  hand.  They 
immediately  commenced  a  rapid  movement  back  to  their  camp,  aban- 
doned the  attack  upon  our  forces  at  the  bridge,  and  joined  the  remainder 
of  the  rebel  forces  bj^  the  time  that  the  infantry  came  up  with  my  ad- 
A^ance.  They  arrived  in  time  to  participate  in  the  scenes  already  de- 
scribed. Upon  my  arrival  at  the  Eolling  Fork  Bridge,  I  reported  to 
the  general  commanding  the  district  in  which  I  was  operating  (General 
Boyle)  for  orders.  He  ordered  me  to  remain  in  camp  at  the  bridge,  rest 
my  men,  protect  the  bridge,  and  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  meet  an 
attack  on  the  long  bridge  over  Salt  Eiver  at  Shepherdsville,  20  miles 
from  Louisville. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  I  crossed  over  to  the  north  side  of  the. 
Eolling  Fork,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Boyle,  to  resist  an 
attack  which  the  commandant  at  Shepherds ville  believed  would  be 
made  upon  him  that  day.  No  attack  having  been  made,  I  halted,  under 
General  Boyle's  orders,  at  Lebanon  Junction  until  January  4,  when  I 
received  orders  to  return  to  Gallatin.  I  am  now  en  route  with  my  bri- 
gade for  that  place,  and  will  leave  here  as  soon  as  transportation  is 
afforded. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  the  engagement  which  my  command  had  with 
Morgan's  forces  could  properly  be  called  a  battle,  the  main  bodies  of 
the  respective  forces  not  being  engaged.  It  was  simply  brisk  skirmish- 
ing, exhibiting  the  utmost  willingness,  even  anxiety,  on  the  part  of  all 
the  officers  and  men  under  my  command,  though  outnumbered  by  the 
enemy  in  every  respect,  to  engage  him  at  all  hazards ;  and,  on  the  part 
of  the  rebel  chieftain  and  his  men,  an  entire  unwillingness  to  meet  them 
upon  any  fair  terms.  Every  circumstance  on  the  occasion  indicated  to 
my  command  that  the  enemy  were  disposed  to  give  us  battle  in  force, 
yet  nowhere,  along  the  whole  line,  was  there  to  be  observed  any,  even 
the  slightest,  faltering  by  either  officers  or  men. 

To  Colonels  Este,  Chapman,  Carroll,  Croxton,  and  Shanks,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Hays,  Major  Hobson,  Captain  Southwick,  of  the  battery, 
and  to  all  their  brother  officers,  I  return  my  thanks  for  the  promptness 
and  cheerfulness  with  which,  on  the  line  of  march,  they  executed  all  my 
orders.  To  the  members  of  my  staff.  Lieutenants  Lisle,  McKay,  and 
Simpson,  and  to  Capt.  Wellington  Harlan,  volunteer  aide,  I  am  indebted 
for  the  most  valuable  services  rendered  throughout  the  entire  expedi- 
tion. More  efficient  and  competent  officers  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
service.  The  men  under  my  command  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country 
for  the  cheerfulness  with  which,  with  insufficient  food  and  rest,  they 
bore  up  under  the  severest  privations,  determined  to  do  all  within  the 
power  of  man  to  perform  the  important  duty  assigned  them  by  the 
general  commanding  the  department. 
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T  claim,  for  my  command,  that  it  saved  tlie  Rolling  Fork  Bridge,  and 
most  probably  prevented  any  attempt  to  destroy  the  bridge  at  Shep- 
herdsville,  thus  saving  from  destruction  property  of  immense  value, 
and  preventing  the  utter  destruction  of  the  line  of  railway,  by  which 
our  array,  near  Nashville,  was  mainly  supplied.  And  I  submit  whether 
the  attack  upon  Morgan's  forces,  the  timely  arrival  of  my  command  at 
Rolling  Fork,  did  not  prevent  a  raid  upon  other  important  points  in 
Kentucky.  It  is  very  certain  that  after  my  command  drove  the  rebel 
chieftain  across  the  Rolling  Fork,  in  such  a  precipitate  manner,  he 
abandoned  the  railroad,  and  very  soon  thereafter  fled  from  the  State, 
hotly  pursued  by  other  forces. 

I  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass  without  acknowledging  the 
promptness  with  which  that  gallant  officer,  Col.  E.  H.  Hobson,  furnished 
me  all  the  aid  in  his  power,  in  the  way  of  men,  provisions,  and  trans- 
portation. The  rapidity  of  my  marches  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  aid  so  cheerfully  and  generously  rendered  by  him.  Nor  can  I  close 
this  report  without  saying  that  had  sufficient  engines  been  furnished 
to  draw  the  trains,  the  railroad  would  have  been  damaged  but  very 
little,  because,  without  accident,  I  could  have  reached  Munfordville  in 
abundant  time  to  have  caught  up  with  the  rebels  before  they  reached 
Elizabeth  town;  certainly  before  they  reached  the  trestle-work  on  Mul- 
draugh's  Hill. 

As  the  operations  of  my  brigade  were  entirely  within  the  Western 
District  of  Kentucky,  Brigadier-General  Boyle  commanding,  I  have 
deemed  it  my  duty,  in  compliance  with  his  request,  to  forward  to  him  a 
copy  of  this  report,  so  that  he  may  be  officially  advised  of  all  that  was 
done  by  me  wil^hin  his  department,  in  connection  with  the  recent  raid 
into  Kentucky. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  HARLAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Capt.  Ed.  C.  Denig, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division, 

Gallatin,  Tenn,,  January  11,  1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Colonel  Harlan,  for  the  energy,  promptness, 
and  success  in  i)ursuing  and  driving  rebel  forces  from  railroad,  is  en- 
titled to  the  gratitude  not  only  of  the  people  of  Kentucky,  but  of  the 
whole  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  is,  in  my  opinion,  entitled  to 
special  notice  from  the  commanding  general,  and  anything  he  can  say 
or  do  for  him  will  be  thankfully  received. 

SPEED  S.  FRY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division, 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Col,   William.  A,  HosJcins,  Twelfth  Kentucky  Infantry^  com- 
manding brigade,  including  affair  at  Springfield,  Ky. 

Headquarters  Post, 

Lebanon,  Ky,,  January  6,  1863. 

General  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  opera- 
tions before  Lebanon,  commencing  on  December  26, 1862,  at  which  time 
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T  was  notified  by  Brigadier- General  Boyle,  by  telegram,  that  the  rebel 
Morgan  was  iu  our  State,  aud  ending  on  January  2,  1863,  at  which  time 
the  pursuit  of  him  was  abandoned,  by  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Speed  S.  Fry, 
3  miles  beyond  Columbia : 

At  the  time  I  received  notice  of  Morgan's  invasion  of  the  State,  and 
movements  iu  the  direction  of  Bardstown  or  Lebanon,  I  had  under  my 
command  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  consisting  of  258  men,  Twelfth  Ken- 
tucky Infantry,  consisting  of  425  men,  and  Sixteenth  Kentucky  In- 
fantry, 650.  I  was  informed  by  the  post  quartermaster  that  he  had  at 
this  post  near  3,000  head  of  loose  stock,  mules  and  horses,  about  300 
wagons,  and  stock  for  same,  some  200,000  rations,  a  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition, and  1,600  stand  of  small-arms.  I  did  not  know  how  soon  Morgan 
would  be  upon  us,  and,  having  no  fortifications,  as  an  only  means  of 
defense,  I  ordered  all  the  wagons  to  be  placed  in  corral.  I  also  ordered 
guns  to  be  distributed  to  all  the  convalescents  capable  of  using  them, 
as  also  to  the  teamsters,  whom  I  placed  under  competent  commanders. 
I  ordered  an  increase  of  our  picket  guards,  and  a  thorough  inspection 
of  arms,  ammunifion,  &c.  Knowing  that  a  force  of  some  ten  or  eleven 
regiments  was  at  Danville,  I  then  telegraphed  to  Brigadier  General 
Baird  for  re-enforcements  of  infantry  and  a  battery  of  artillery.  In  re- 
ply, he  notified  me  on  December  26  that  he  had  ordered  to  my  support  a 
battery  of  Napoleon  guns  and  two  regiments  of  infantry.  From  my  ob- 
servation,  I  know  of  no  place  so  vulnerable  as  Lebanon,  lying,  as  it  were, 
in  a  basin  surrounded  by  commanding  positions,  as  also  with  approaches 
from  almost  every  direction,  and  I  was,  therefore,  satisfied  that  a  fight 
with  equal  numbers  could  not  be  successfully  made  within  or  very  near 
the  town,  and  I  accordingly  determined,  should  he  move  upon  the  place, 
to  meet  him  from  1  to  2  miles  from  the  depot. 

On  the  28th,  I  was  notified  by  dispatch  from  General  Boyle  that  re  en- 
forcements from  Dau\alle,  which  I  knew  were  within  4  or  5  miles  of  me, 
were  recalled.  During  the  day  cannonading  was  distinctly  audible  in 
the  direction  of  Elizabethtown  or  the  tunnel.  I  again  urged  upon  Gen 
eral  Baird  the  necessity  of  sending  forward  re-enforcements,  and  was  by 
him  notified  that  two  strong  regiments  of  infantry  had  been  ordered, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Henderson,  to  join  me,  and  would  be  at 
Lebanon  on  the  3d.  I  then  dispatched  General  Boyle,  in  anticipation 
of  such  re-enforcements,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  halting  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Brigade,  which  had  been  ordered  to  Lebanon,  at  Muldraugh's 
Hill.  Eeceiving  no  answer  to  this  dispatch  (in  consequence,  I  presume, 
of  an  interruption  in  telegraphic  communication  between  this  place  and 
Louisville),  the  brigade  joined  me  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  On  that 
morning  I  sent  out  a  scouting  party  of  25  men,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Porter,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  with  orders  to  proceed 
in  the  direction  of  New  Haven  and  Bardstown  until  he  could  learn  some- 
thing definite  of  Morgan's  force  and  movements.  I  had  also  sent  out  a 
single  and  reliable  citizen-scout  with  similar  instructions. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  citizen  returned  to  camp  with  intel- 
ligence that  he  had  that  morning  breakfasted  with  15  of  Morgan's  men 
at  Fredericksburg,  distant  from  us  19  miles. 

About  3  o'clock  of  the  same  day  Lieutenant  Porter  also  returned, 
confirming  the  report  of  the  first  scout,  and  stating  that  the  cannon- 
ading heard  by  us  was  at  Rolling  Fork,  and  that  at  the  point  from 
which  he  had  returned  he  could  distinctly  hear  musketry. 

Morgan's  force  was  variously  estimated  at  from  7,000  to  11,000.  I 
had  been  notified  by  General  Boyle  that  Colonel  Harlan,  with  a  brigade 


Chap.  XXXn.]  MORGAN'S  SECOND  KENTUCKY  RAID.  143 

of  infantry,  a  battery  of  artillery,  and  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  wa8 
pressing  upon  his  rear  from  the  direction  of  Elizabeth  town. 

So  soon  as  the  above  information  was  received  by  scouts,  I  ordered 
strong  detachments  from  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Halisy  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boyle,  to  make  a 
reconnaissance,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  Morgan  would  pass 
out  by  Eaywick  and  to  our  right,  or  whether  he  was  yet  upon  the 
Springfield  and  direct  road  to  us.  About  nightfall  this  party  returned, 
and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  been  found  encamped  on  the  Spring- 
field road,  distant  from  us  7  miles.  Shortly  afterward  I  received  infor- 
mation that  Morgan  had  divided  his  force  and  sent  2,000  *n  the  direc- 
tion of  Haysville.  To  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  statement,  I  ordered 
out  detachments  from  the  Sixth  and  Mnth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  under 
command  of  Majors  Fidler  and  Farris,  to  reconnoiter  in  the  direction 
of  Barber's  Mill,  with  instructions  that,  if  the  enemy  had  not  passed 
that  point,  to  take  the  Springfield  road  and  reconnoiter  in  their  rear. 
In  the  execution  of  this  order,  Major  Fidler  performed  a  feat  of  daring 
which  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise,  and  which,  as  well  as  his  subse- 
quent conduct,  has  proven  him  one  of  the  most  fearless  and  energetic 
officers  in  the  service. 

On  arriving  at  Barber's  Mill,  and  learning  that  the  enemy  had  not 
passed  up  in  that  direction,  he  pursued  the  Springfield  road  until  he 
came  upon  one  of  the  enemy's  pickets  in  the  streets  of  that  town,  whom 
he  captured  without  attracting  notice.  He  and  his  men  then  advanced 
to  within  a  few  yards  of  a  battery  planted  in  the  streets,  fired  a  volley 
into  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  killing  2  of  their  number,  and  retreated  to 
camp  with  their  prisoner. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  in  the  proper  order  that,  after  the  return  of 
Colonels  Halisy  and  Boyle,  and  following  immediately  on  their  heels, 
the  rebels  came  up  and  captured  one  of  our  vedette  pickets  only  a  short 
distance  from  his  post. 

After  receiving  information  that  Morgan  had  divided  his  forces,  know- 
ing that  Colonel  Henderson,  with  his  command,  consisting  of  two  strong 
regiments,  was  within  2  miles  of  the  intersection  of  the  road  leading 
from  Springfield  to  Haysville,  I  sent,  by  courier,  an  order  to  halt  his  com- 
mand near  Bethel  Church,  ambuscade,  and  await  the  arrival  of  the 
enemy,  when  he  should  engage  him. 

After  learning,  through  Majors  Fidler  and  Farris,  that  the  enemy  had 
sent  no  force  upon  that  road,  I  dispatched  to  Colonel  Henderson  to  join 
me  with  all  possible  speed,  having  the  evening  previous  sent  up  50 
wagons  to  aid  in  transporting  his  command.  Judge  of  my  surprise 
when  the  courier  returned  and  reported  that  Colonel  Henderson  had 
fallen  back  in  the  direction  of  Danville,  taking  with  him  my  wagons. 
All  my  plans  were  now  disconcerted.  With  the  force  at  my  command 
I  did  not  think  that  I  would  be  justifiable  in  attacking  Morgan  in  his 
chosen  positiou,  and  more  particularly  when  I  had  no  definite  idea  of 
his  real  strength,  which  was  variously  estimated  at  from  3,000  to  11,000, 
and  I  was  induced  to  act  even  more  cautiously  than  I  would  otherwise 
have  done,  from  the  fact  that  I  could  hear  nothing  of  Colonel  Harlan's 
command.  As  I  knew  that  he  had  engaged  Morgan  at  Rolling  Fork, 
and  as  he  did  not  follow  up  the  pursuit  and  press  him  down  upon  either 
General  Baird  or  myself,  the  infenmce  drawn  by  me  was  that  Morgan 
had  sufiicient  force  to  repulse  Colonel  Harlan,  or  h^  would  have  followed 
up  any  advantage  that  might  have  been  gained  by  him. 

Believing  that  Morgan's  command  was  suffering  for  rest,  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  December  31, 1  ordered  out  another  reconnoitering  party, 
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under  command  of  Major  Gratz,  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  with 
instructions  to  press  upon  the  enemy,  cut  off  and  capture  his  pickets,  if 
possible,  fire  into  his  camp  and  retire,  after  ascertaining  whether  he  had 
changed  position.  This  order  was  executed,  and  Major  Gratz  returned 
with  the  report  that  tlie  enemy  had  advanced  2  miles  in  our  direction. 

I  have  omitted  to  state  that  my  chosen  position  for  action  was  on  the 
Springfield  road,  and  1  had,  on  the  evening  of  December  30,  selected  a 
position  for  one  section  of  the  battery,  which  was  placed  and  masked, 
supported  by  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Kentucky.  The  position  chosen 
was  in  the  angle  formed  by  the  Springfield  road  and  Cartwright^s  Creek. 
This  position  commanded  the  Springfield  road  for  IJ  miles,  and  was 
strengthened  by  a  precipitous  bluff  on  the  right  flank.  At  this  point  I 
felt  we  must  meet  the  enemy;  for,  if  they  were  permitted  to  pass  it,  and 
gain  possession  of  a  copse  of  timber  and  the  commanding  position  on  the 
hill,  they  could  shell  us  in  the  town,  while  their  riflemen  could  advance 
under  cover  of  the  timber  until  they  would  be  in  range  of  any  line  of 
battle  formed  north  of  town,  and  which  would  of  necessity  leave  us  fully 
exposed,  as  the  ground  was  entirely  open.  These  arrangements  having 
been  made,  after  the  report  of  Major  Gratz  I  ordered  Colonel  Halisy 
to  make  another  reconnaissance  upon  the  Springfield  road  to  ascertain 
whether  the  enemy  was  really  advancing  with  a  view  of  attacking  us. 

Colonel  Halisy  left  camp  about  7  a.  m.  on  December  31,  and  at  11  a. 
m.  sent  back  a  courier  with  the  information  that  he  had  proceeded  as  far 
as  their  camp  of  the  night  previous,  which  they  had  abandoned.  Colo- 
nel Halisy  was  then  directed  in  the  event  they  should  have  moved,  with 
a  view  of  passing  either  to  the  right  or  left  of  us,  to  pursue,  hang  upon 
their  rear,  and,  if  possible,  harass  them  to  a  stand.  Finding  they  had  left, 
he  pressed  on  to  Springfield,  and  in  the  direction  of  Muldraugh^s  Hill. 

About  noon  citizens  came  rushing  into  town  with  the  most  extrava- 
gant reports  regarding  Morgan's  force,  and  assuring  us  that  he  was  ad- 
vancing on  the  place,  with  his  right  column  moving  from  the  direction 
of  Saint  Mary's  Church,  on  the  Lebanon  Branch  Railroad.  To  ascer- 
tain the  truth  of  this  statement,  I  ordered  another  reconnaissance  to  be 
made  in  that  direction  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Boyle,  of  the  ll^inth  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry,  who  set  out  to  execute  the  order  in  command  of  a  de- 
tachment of  300  men  from  his  regiment. 

In  anticipation  of  pursuing  Morgan,  in  case  he  should  give  us  the  go- 
by, I  had  also  ordered  the  commanders  of  different  regiments  to  draw 
Ave  days'  rations  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  without  camp  or  gar- 
rison equipage  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  I  also  ordered  all  the  teams 
at  the  post  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  In  the 
mean  time  I  had  heard  nothing  from  Colonel  Halisy  since  11  a.  m.,  and 
already  felt  considerable  anxiety  in  regard  to  his  safety. 

At  5  p.  m.  I  received  information  that  Colonel  Halisy  was  still  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  was  moving  in  the  direction  of  Muldraugh's 
Hill,  and  from  their  rear  guard  he  had  succeeded  in  capturing  15  pris- 
oners, whom  he  sent  into  camp.  About  the  same  time  Colonel  Boyle 
returned,  bringing  into  camp  some  prisoners,  with  the  assurance  that 
Morgan's  main  body  had  passed  Saint  Mary's  Church.  I  knew  we  had 
a  force  at  Glasgow,  and  had  been  informed  that  we  had  a  force  at  or 
near  Greensburg,  under  command  of  Colonel  Wolford,  to  whom  I  had 
on  the  30th  started  a  courier,  notifying  him  that  I  would  pursue  Morgan, 
should  he  pass  west-of  us,  and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  his  moving 
his  command  to  Pinchinn  or  Muldraugh's  Hill.  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, this  courier  was  captured  and  paroled  before  he  reached  Colonel 
Wolford 
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On  December  cJl,  at  6  p.  m.,  my  command,  consisting  of  a  squadron 
of  the  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  under  Major  Gratz ;  a  squadron  of  the 
Ninth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  under  command  of  Major  Rue ;  the  Twelfth 
Kentucky  Infantry,  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Infantry  (which  two  regi- 
ments, together  with  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  had  been  temporarily 
brigaded  and  placed  under  command  of  Colonel  Craddock,  of  the  Six- 
teenth Kentucky) ;  the  battery  of  artillery,  and  the  Thirty-fourth  Bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Colonel  Reid,  moved  in  pursuit.  The  order  of 
march  was  as  follows :  First,  the  squadron  of  cavalry,  under  Major 
Gratz;  second,  one  section  of  the  battery]  third,  the  Ninth  Kentucky 
Cavalry ;  fourth,  section  of  the  battery,  supported  by  Company  A,  of 
the  Sixteenth  Kentucky;  fifth,  Sixteenth  Kentucky  Infantry;  sixth, 
section  of  the  battery,  supported  by  Company  I,  of  the  Sixteenth  Ken- 
tucky ;  seventh,  Twelfth  Kentucky  Infantry,  mounted  in  wagons ;  eighth, 
the  brigade  of  Colonel  Reid,  unbroken.  In  the  above  order  we  moved 
on  the  Campbellsville  road  until  we  reached  a  point  near  New  Market. 
Here  we  were  informed  by  a  citizen  of  the  death  of  the  gallant,  accom- 
plished, and  lamented  Colonel  Halisy,  whom  I  could  but  admire  for 
his  great  zeal  in  the  cause  of  our  Union,  and  the  energy  and  prompt- 
ness with  which  he  executed  every  order  confided  to  him.  By  his  death 
the  service  has  lost  one  of  its  most  accomplished  and  chivalrous  officers, 
and  the  community  one  of  its  most  useful  and  honorable  citizens.  We 
were  also  informed  by  the  same  person  that  the  rebels  were  then  en- 
camped 2  miles  to  our  right,  on  the  Rolling  Fork.  A  halt  of  the  column 
was  ordered.  Major  Rue,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  was  ordered 
forward  to  guard  the  bridge  over  Rolling  Fork.  A  strong  cavalry 
picket  was  sent  back  upon  the  road  leading  from  Saint  Mary's  to 
Lebanon,  and  which  intersects  the  Campbellsville  road  IJ  miles  in 
our  rear.  This  I  thought  necessary  to  prevent  their  passing  to  our 
rear  upon  Lebanon,  and  thence  through  Bradfordsville  and  Somerset, 
in  the  event  they  should  discover  our  movement  toward  Muldraugh's 
Hill.  I  also  ordered  a  reconnaissance  of  their  position,  which  duty  was 
assigned  to  Major  Rue,  his  men  being  familiar  with  the  locality  in  which 
they  were  said  to  be  encamped.  I  ordered  the  remaining  force  to  form 
in  line  of  battle,  with  the  artillery  in  position,  and  each  section  sup- 
ported by  a  select  company  of  riflemen  from  the  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth 
kentucky.  In  this  position  they  were  required  to  bivouac  on  their  arms 
and  without  fires. 

Near  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  Instant,  the  reconnoitering 
party  returned,  with  the  report  that  the  rebels  had  left  camp.  I  imme- 
diately ordered  the  column  to  be  in  readiness  to  move,  and  the  march 
was  resumed  in  the  order  of  the  previous  night,  except  the  transporta- 
tion, which  was  turned  over  to  the  Thirty-fourth  Brigade,  the  Twelfth 
and  Sixteenth  Kentucky  marching. 

On  arriving  at  the  summit  of  Muldraugh's  Hill,  I  learned  that  the 
ememy's  rear  guard  had  passed  about  12  o'clock  the  night  previous. 
Prom  citizens  I  learned  that  they  had  passed  up  the  old  Dug  road, 
which  intersects  the  Campbellsville  road  on  the  summit  of  Muldraugh's 
Hill.  We  now  forwarded  with  all  possible  celerity,  in  the  hope  that 
we  might  come  upon  them  at  Campbellsville,  or  at  all  events  be  in  sup- 
porting distance,  should  Colonel  Wolford's  or  any  other  force  attack 
them  in  front  or  on  the  flank.  Our  cavalry  was  much  worn  down  by 
scouting  both  at  Lebanon  and  on  the  border.  They  were  also  in  bad 
condition  to  attack  a  superior  force,  inasmuch  as  they  were  poorly 
armed,  the  Sixth  Kentucky  having  no  arms  but  pistols  and  sabers. 
Notwithstanding  they  were  thus  poorly  armed,  they  manifested  a  dis 
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position  to  press  forward,  which  they  were  allowed  to  do  with  as  much 
speed  as  I  deemed  consistent  with  prudence,  I  endeavoring  to  keep  the 
infantry  within  quick  supporting  distance. 

On  arriving  within  2  miles  of  Oampbellsville,  I  was  informed  by  citi- 
zens and  paroled  soldiers  that  the  rebel  rear  guard  was  still  at  that 
place,  engaged  in  destroying  commissary  goods  abandoned  by  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Brigade.  The  column  being  well  closed  up,  I  ordered  the  cavalry 
to  charge  upon  the  town,  which  they  did  in  handsome  style,  resulting, 
however,  in  the  capture  of  but  a  few  prisoners,  the  main  force  having 
left  some  five  hours  previous.  Knowing  that  a  considerable  quantity 
of  forage  had  been  collected  at  Green  River  Bridge,  and  believing  that 
the  enemy  would  halt  there  to  feed  and  rest  his  stock,  I  ordered  Majors 
Gratz  and  Rue,  with  one  section  of  artillery,  to  press  forward,  hoping 
to  prevent  by  rapid  pursuit  the  destruction  of  forage  and  bridge ;  also 
directing  the  shelling  of  their  rear  at  every  available  point,  with  the 
further  view  of  attracting  the  attention  of  any  force  that  might  be  to 
our  right,  and  thus  defining  to  them  the  route  pursued  by  us. 

At  2  o'clock  our  advance  came  in  sight  of  the  ruins  of  Green  River 
Bridge,  when,  believing  that  further  pursuit  was  cut  off,  the  section  of 
the  battery  was  placed  in  position  and  opened  fire,  not  so  much  with  a 
view  of  damaging  the  enemy,  but  as  signal  guns  to  any  force  which 
might  be  in  reach  of  Columbia,  trusting  to  thus  give  them  a  cue  to  the 
route  pursued  by  the  rebels.  I  ordered  the  troops  to  go  immediately 
into  camp,  feed  stock,  and  make  details  for  cooking,  while  the  men  could 
get  that  rest  they  so  much  needed,  after  the  forty -eight  hours  heavy 
duty  they  had  undergone. 

I  also  ordered  the  company  of  Pioneers  attached  to  the  Thirty-fourth 
Brigade  to  be  immediately  set  to  work  in  clearing  the  obstructions  from 
a  dirt  road  that  crossed  the  river  but  a  few  hundred  yards  below  the 
bridge.  In  the  mean  time  the  whole  column  closed  up,  the  Twelfth  and 
Sixteenth  Kentucky  having  marched  22  miles  in  seven  consecutive 
hours.  I  had  not  yet  abandoned  the  hope  of  overtaking  the  enemy  at 
Cumberland  River. 

I  also  learned  that  Colonel  Wolford  was  certainly  at  Green  sburg,  in 
command  of  four  regiments  of  cavalry.  I  immediately  dispatched  to 
him,  notifying  him  of  our  pursuit,  and  suggesting  that  he  should  press 
on  to  Columbia,  and,  in  the  event  that  he  should  find  Morgan  in  camp  at 
the  latter  place,  to  quietly  await  our  arrival,  which  would  be  some  time 
during  the  night. 

By  10  p.  m.  of  the  1st  instant,  the  obstructions  in  the  road  were  re- 
moved. I  then  directed  that  the  whole  cavalry  force  under  my  command 
should  move  forward,  accompanied  by  one  section  of  the  battery,  with 
instructions  to  Colonel  Boyle  that,  if  he  should  find  Morgan  in  camp  at 
Columbia,  not  to  disturb  him,  unless  he  should  attempt  to  move  off, 
until  he  was  supported  by  my  infantry  or  Colonel  Wolford's  cavalry.  Fol- 
lowing immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry  was  the  remainder  of  the 
force  under  my  command.  As  soon  as  I  saw  the  principal  part  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Brigade  across  the  river,  I  pressed  forward  to  the  front, 
and,  to  my  surprise,  found  the  whole  column  halted,  at  6  a.  m.,  6  miles 
from  the  bridge,  which  they  had  left  at  11  o'clock  the  previous  night. 
The  apology  for  such  a  direct  violation  of  orders  by  the  cavalry  was, 
that  a  citizen  had  told  them  that  Morgan  had  left  Columbia  at  8  o'clock 
the  previous  night,  and  that  their  horses  were  worn  down.  The  infantry 
and  artillery  were  moved  forward,  and  reached  Columbia  about  noon  on 
the  2d  instant,  when,  learning  that  the  Cumberland  was  certainly  ford- 
able,  1  abandoned  the  pursuit  and  ordered  my  men  into  camp. 
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Soon  after  going  into  camp,  General  Fry  arrived  and  assnmea  com- 
mand of  all  the  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  the  pnr- 
snit  to  be  resumed,  which  order  was  countermanded  at  a  point  3  miles 
beyond  Columbia.  The  result  of  these  operations  was  the  capture  of 
about  160  prisoners,  a  number  of  horses  and  trappings,  some  arms,  two 
caissons,  and  a  quantity  of  ammunition  for  fiirtillerv  and  smaJl-a^rro^ 
It  is  also  reported  by  a  citizen  that  one  of  our  shells  exploded  among 
the  rebel  rear  guard  at  Green  River,  and  killed  3  of  their  number. 

I  regret  that  there  could  not  be  more  concerted  action  between  Colo- 
nel Harlan  and  myself,  for,  had  he  pressed  upon  and  followed  Morgan 
to  Springfield,  I  could  have  attacked  him  in  front  while  he  engaged  his 
rear,  or  we  could  have  attacked  him  unitedly.  I  also  regret  that  the 
re-enforcements  from  Danville  never  reached  me.  My  determination 
was  to  attack  Morgan  at  Springfield,  had  they  come  up. 

To  Colonel  Reid  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  brigade  I  take  pleas- 
ure in  expressing  my  thanks  for  the  promptness  and  alacrity  with  which 
the.y  executed  orders  confided  to  them.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  that 
the  aggregate  force  of  this  brigade  did  not  exceed  1,800  men,  and  my 
whole  effective  force  did  not  exceed  3,300  men. 

To  Captain  Miller,  of  Company  M,  First  Illinois  Battery,  thanks  are 
due  for  his  efficient  services  as  an  artillery  officer. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Colonel  Craddock  for  his  energy  and  valuable 
suggestions,  as  well  as  to  all  the  officers  on  the  expedition.  But,  above 
all,  the  gallant  soldiers  composing  the  command  deserve  especial  notice 
for  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they  endured  the  privations  to  which 
they  were  necessarily  subjected  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they  obeyed 
all  orders. 

To  my  aides.  Captain  Letcher,  of  the  Twelfth;  Captain  Hilpp,  of  the 
Tenth;  Lieutenant  Mannen,  of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky,  and  Lieutenant 
Nell,  of  the  First  Kentucky  Battery,  my  thanks  are  due  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 

Captain  Gaubert,  post  quartermaster,  displayed  great  energy  and 
efficiency  in  getting  up,  on  short  notice,  transportation  and  rations  for 
the  expedition.  And  while  it  may  seem  invidious  to  make  distinctions 
where  aU  deserve  commendation,  yet  especial  thanks  are  due  to  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Gault  and  Major  Harbeson,  of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky ; 
Majors  Farris,  Rue,  and  Fidler,  of  the  cavalry,  and  Dr.  S.  M.  Cartmell, 
medical  director  of  the  expedition ;  nor  should  I  forget  Capts.  John  S. 
and  Carr  B.  White,  of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky,  and  Lieutenant  Crozier, 
of  the  Twelfth,  who,  with  their  companies,  supported  sections  of  bat- 
tery, and  were  always  in  place  and  ready  for  duty. 

I  ought,  perhaps,  to  state  that  I  labored  under  great  disadvantage, 
from  the  fact  that  I  could  get  no  definite  information  of  Morgan's  force. 
I  had  been  officially  notified  that  Morgan,  at  the  time  of  his  attack  on 
Elizabethtown,  had  less  than  3,000  men,  and  certainly  but  two  pieces  of 
artillery.  I  had  also  been  officially  notified  that  simultaneously  with 
his  attack  on  that  place  an  attack  was  made  on  Munfordville,  supposed 
to  be  led  by  Kirby  Smith,  whose  force  was  unknown.  When  I  learned 
tiiat  the  force  advancing  on  Lebanon  certainly  had  ten  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, I  inferred  that  a  junction  of  the  two  forces  had  been  effected,  tie 
whole  force  being  reported  by  citizens  and  scouts  at  11,000. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  HOSKINS, 
Colonelf  Commanding  Uwpedition. 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  0.  Gilbert, 

(Jomdg.  Tenth  Division,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
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No.  5. 

Report  of  Col,  Edward  H,  Robson,  Thirteenth  Kentuchy  Infantry,  com 
manding  at  Munfordville^  including  skirmishes  at  Glasgow,  near  Oreenh 
Chapel,  at  Bear  Wallow,  and  at  Bacon  Creek,  Ky. 

Headquarters, 
Munfordville,  Ky.,  January  4,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  disposition  of 
the  troops  under  my  command  at  this  point  during  the  recent  raid  of 
Morgan  on  the  line  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Eailroad. 

On  December  17,  1862,  I  received  information  of  a  rebel  force  being 
in  the  State.  I  immediately  put  my  scouts  on  the  alert,  and  waited  for 
the  enemy  to  make  some  move  by  which  I  could  detect  his  design. 

On  the  24th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Eeynolds,  at  Gallatin, 
stating  that  a  large  rebel  force  had  crossed  the  Cumberland  at  Gaines- 
ville, and  were  making  for  Glasgow.  I  received  dispatches  at  the  same 
time  from  Generals  Boyle  and  Gilbert,  confirming  what  I  had  formerly 
heard. 

On  the  evening  of  December  24,  Companies  C,  L,  M,  and  H,  Second 
Michigan  Cavalry,  under  orders  from  Gallatin  to  Munfordville,  captured 
a  man  belonging  to  Morgan's  command,  who  reported  a  large  force  in 
Glasgow.  Company  C,  Lieutenant  Darrow,  met  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  in  the  town,  and  a  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  our  loss  was  1  killed, 
1  wounded,  and  16  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  1  major,  1 
captain,  1  lieutenant,  and  several  privates  killed  and  wounded,  and  7 
prisoners. 

It  being  nearly  dark,  and  the  enemy  clothed  in  our  uniform,  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  friends  could  be  distinguished  from  foes.  After  re- 
pulsing the  advance  guard  of  Morgan,  the  Second  Michigan  fell  back  to 
Cave  City,  their  retreat  being  covered  by  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
Col.  Q.  C.  Shanks,  and  both  returned  to  camp,  the  Twelfth  Kentucky 
Cavalry  to  get  new  arms,  which  had  just  arrived,  and  the  Second  Michi- 
gan Cavalry  to  rest  from  a  march  of  60  miles  in  less  than  twenty-four 
hours,  men  and  horses  being  completely  exhausted. 

The  siege  guns,  which  were  anxiously  expected,  having  arrived  on 
the  morning  of  December  25,  at  1  o'clock,  I  immediately  put  a  force  to 
work  to  manufacture  the  proper  technical  fixtures,  which  I  was  pained 
to  learn  had  been  entirely  neglected  in  shipping  the  guns,  and  place 
them  in  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  At  the  same  time  I  had 
the  floor  of  the  bridge  planked  over  to  render  it  safe  in  crossing,  should 
re-enforcements  be  required  on  either  side.  I  also  telegraphed  General 
Boyle  all  the  information  of  importance,  and  asked  him  for  additional 
ammunition  for  infantry,  and  sponges,  rammers,  sights,  elevating  screws, 
&c.,  for  the  siege  guns. 

On  the  24th  I  had  taken  all  pains  to  learn  the  real  strength  of  the 
enemy,  which  I  found  variously  estimated  at  from  3,000  to  4,500,  com- 
manded by  Major-General  Morgan,  the  regiments  by  Duke,  Gano,  Cluke, 
Chenault,  Bennett,  Stoner,  and  Breckinridge,  with  White's  battery  of 
eight  guns,  the  largest  a  12-pounder.  White's  name  is  supposed  to  be 
Robinson,  formerly  of  Kentucky. 

At  5  a.  m.,  December  25, 1  again  ordered  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry, Colonel  Shanks,  to  Cave  City  and  beyond  to  Bear  Wallow,  with 
the  First  and  Second  Battalions,  the  Third,  under  Major  Stout,  being 
ordered  on  the  Greensburg  road  to  Burnt  Bridge  Ford,  north  of  Green 
River,  and  two  companies  each.  Fourth  and  Fifth  Indiana  Cavahy,  Col. 
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Isaac  P.  Gray,  on  the  Burkesville  road,  south  oi  Gieen  River,  with 
instructions  to  each  to  give  battle,  and,  if  overpowered  by  largely  supe- 
rior forces,  to  skirmish  the  way  back  to  Woodson ville,  sending  couriers 
often  to  my  headquarters. 

When  near  Green's  Chapel,  6  miles  from  Munfordville,  Colonel  Gray 
attacked  the  advance  guard  of  Morgan,  and  about  the  same  time  Colo- 
nel Shanks  attacked  the  rear  guard  at  Bear  Wallow,  12  miles  from  this 
point.  The  advance  guard  fell  back  on  the  main  body,  with  a  loss  of  9 
killed,  22  wounded,  and  5  prisoners,  our  loss  being  1  killed,  2  prisoners, . 
and  several  horses  killed.  The  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  in  the  rear, 
killed  1,  wounded  2,  and  took  2  officers  and  10  men  prisoners,  with  no 
loss. 

The  force  and  position  of  the  enemy  being  ascertained  by  these  move- 
ments, the  cavalry  was  ordered  back  to  camp,  leaving  vedettes  to  watch 
the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  telegraphed  General  Granger,  General 
Boyle,  and  General  Gilbert  everything  of  importance,  and  telegraphed 
General  Boyle  the  condition  of  the  guns  and  the  want  of  ammunition. 
I  sent  dispatches  frequently,  but  could  get  no  answer  from  the  operator 
in  Louisville  to  the  call  of  the  operator  at  this  point  during  the  after- 
noon of  the  25th,  until  too  late  to  effect  anything  by  trains  from  Louis- 
ville. I  also  telegraphed  that  it  was  Morgan's  design  to  attack  the 
tunnel  and  the  works  beyond. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  25th,  scouts  brought  the  information  that  100  of  the  enemy 
were  crossing  the  river  at  Burnt  Bridge  Ford.  This  was  confirmed  during 
the  night  by  reports  that  the  whole  force  was  crossing  and  moving  in 
the  direction  of  Hammondsville.  I  immediately  ordered  Captain  Dickey, 
of  the  Second  Michigan,  to  proceed  to  Bacon  Creek  stockade,  reporting 
to  my  headquarters  by  courier  at  9  and  10  a.  m.,  and  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary, and  also  ordered  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Colonel  Shanks, 
toward  Hammondsville,  to  report  often  by  courier.  Soon  after  arriving 
at  Bacon  Creek  and  arranging  his  pickets,  Captain  Dickey  was  attacked 
by  the  ad  vance  of  Morgan,  and  flanked  by  a  large  force.  Captain  Dickey 
having  less  than  80  men  for  duty,  on  account  of  the  exertions  of  the 
23d  and  24th,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  on  Munfordville,  fighting  his 
way.  Learning  this  by  courier,  I  shifted  Colonel  Shanks,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  companies,  from  the  Greensburg  road  to  cover  the  retreat 
of  the  Second  Michigan,  by  attacking  the  enemy,  and,  gradually  fall- 
ing back  on  Munfordville,  to  draw  him  in  and  give  play  for  the  skir- 
mishers— the  Twenty-fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  Colonel  Moore,  on  the 
right ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carey,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  in  the  center, 
with  the  convalescent  battalion,  and  Major  Hobson,  commanding  Thir- 
teenth Kentucky,  on  the  left. 

The  officers  and  men  of  these  commands  acted  with  great  promptness 
and  ease  while  performing  the  various  evolutions,  but  the  wary  foe 
would  not  engage  them.  A  few  shots  were  fired  by  the  Twelfth  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry,  when  the  enemy  fell  back  to  Bacon  Creek. 

During  this  skirmish  our  loss  was  21  men  and  2  officers  taken  pris- 
oners.   Loss  of  the  enemy  not  known. 

During  the  night  of  the  26th,  believing  that  Morgan  would  make  an 
attack  on  this  place  from  the  other  side  of  the  river,  I  made  arrange- 
ments for  ferrying  from  the  south  side  the  only  two  field  pieces  under 
Lieutenant  Hale,  Sixth  Michigan  Battery ;  also  to  bring  over  ammuni- 
tion by  way  of  the  bridge  on  a  handcar. 

I  kept  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry  in  line  of  battle  between  Bacon 
Creek  and  Munfordville  until  after  dark  on  the  26th ;  and,  believing 
that  if  an  attack  was  made  in  the  morning  the  depot  would  be  burned 
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1  doubled  my  line  of  pickets  aud  reir.oved  the  stores  within  the  fortihca 
tions. 

The  gallant  hero  of  inferior  numbers  did  not  attack  me  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27th,  and  I  was  forced  to  be  content  with  re-enforcing  Colonel 
Harlan  with  the  Thirteenth  Kentucky  Infantry  and  nine  companies  of 
the  Twelfth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  at  the  urgent  request  of  Colonel  Shanks, 
whose  services  he  will,  of  course,  mention  in  his  report  in  a  proper 
manner. 

The  troops  were  all  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  Morgan.  The 
brass  guns  (6-pounders),  under  command  of  Captain  Demarest,  Twenty- 
fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  manned  by  infantry,  were  placed  in  positions 
commanding  Bacon  Creek  and  Greensburg  roads,  and  the  siege  guns 
being  in  the  fortifications  near  the  bridge,  under  special  charge  of  Cap- 
tain Stacey,  inspector- general  of  the  Tenth  Division,  whose  perse- 
verance in  overcoming  the  difficulties  of  mounting  the  guns  without  the 
proper  equipments,  deserves  the  highest  praise.  The  officers  and  men 
of  my  command  during  these  movements  bore  themselves  with  the  most 
soldierly  behavior. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  cavalry  commands  of  Colonels  Gray 
and  Shanks,  Captains  Dickey  and  Twyman,  for  the  valuable  services 
they  rendered  constantly. 

Flegle's  sharpshooters  were  promptly  at  their  post,  ready  at  any  time 
to  do  their  duty  as  becomes  their  commands,  as  also  the  One  hundred 
and  seventh  Illinois,  Lieutenant-Colonel  McComas.  The  Twenty-seventh 
Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Ward,  also  rendered  efficient  service  south 
of  the  river,  rot  forgetting  to  bring  to  your  notice  Lieutenant  Hale's 
sixth  section  Sixth  Michigan  Battery,  and  Captain  Hall,  commanding 
battalion  of  the  Thirty -third  Kentucky. 

I  was  materially  assisted  in  my  duties  of  the  disposition  and  move- 
ments of  my  command  by  J.  S.  Butler,  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, and  Captain  Stacey,  of  General  Gilbert's  staff ;  also  by  the  energy 
and  efficiency  of  volunteer  aides.  Lieutenant  Smith,  Thirteenth  Ken- 
tucky, and  Lieutenant  Dawson,  Thirty- third  Kentucky ;  also  Post 
Quartermaster  and  Lieutenant  Cummings. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Golonelj  Commanding  Post, 

George  K.  Speed, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tenth  Division. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Capt  Frank  W»  Dickey,  Second  Michigan  Cavalry ,  of  skirmish 

at  Glasgow  J  Ky. 

Cave  City,  Ky.,  ^ 

December  24,  1862—8.04  p.  m. 

Generai.  :  The  Second  Battalion  of  Michigan  Cavalry  were  attacked 
at  Glasgow  at  dark  this  evening.  Two  of  our  men  killed.  Two  or  three 
rebels  killed.  We  were  on  the  march  from  Gallatin  to  Munfordville. 
Uebels  supposed  to  be  strong — have  two  batteries. 

F.  W.  DICKEY, 

Captain, 
General  Boseobans. 
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Report  of  Col.  Isaac  P.  Gray,  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry^  of  skirmish  near 

Greenes  Chapel,  Ky. 

MUMPORDVILLE,  December  31,  1862. 

Colonel:  Iu  accordance  with  your  order,  I  took  the  forces  under  m.> 
(omraand,  consisting  of  two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry 
and  two  companies  of  the  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry,  and  proceeded  to  scout 
the  road.  T  had  just  reached  the  pike  with  the  column  when  my  ad 
vance,  which  was  about  1  mile  ahead,  was  fired  upon  by  the  advance 
of  the  enemy.  I  immediately  ordered  the  fences  to  be  thrown  down  on 
each  side  of  the  road,  and  directed  Captain  Purdy's  company,  of  Fourth 
Indiana  Cavalry,  to  proceed  through  the  field  on  the  right  of  the  pike, 
and  form  his  company  in  line  of  battle.  He  had  just  got  his  company 
formed  when  the  enemy  came  on  at  full  speed,  on  a  charge,  300  strong, 
and,  when  within  shooting  distance,  commenced  firing.  I  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Smith,  in  command  of  Company  C,  of  Fifth  Indiana  Cavalry, 
through  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and  ordered  him  to  proceed 
down  a  hollow  in  the  field  out  of  view  of  the  enemy,  who  did  not  dis- 
cover him  until  he  commenced  firing  at  not  to  exceed  50  yards  range, 
which  threw  him  into  confusion  and  caused  him  to  retreat  in  disorder, 
with  a  loss  of  9  killed,  and,  as  near  as  I  can  ascertain,  22  wounded  and 
5  prisoners.  My  loss  was  1  killed  and  2  taken  prisoners,  by  being  in- 
toxicated and  straggling  behind  the  command.  I  had  also  several 
horses  shot.  I  had  scarcely  got  my  command  reorganized  before  the 
main  force  of  the  enemy,  4,500  strong,  came  on  at  full  speed,  flanking 
at  both  sides  for  the  purpose  of  surrounding  my  command,  but  were  not 
fast  enough  to  effect  this  object. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

ISAAC  P.  GEAY, 
Colonel,  Fourth  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Colonel  HoBSON. 


lS"o.  8. 


Report  of  Col,  William  H.  Benneson,  Seventy-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  of 

skirmish  at  New  Haven,  Ky. 

HdQRS.  SEVENTY-EiaHTH  EEGIMENT   ILLINOIS  YOLS., 

New  Haven,  Ky.,  January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  General  Gilbert,  requiring  a  report 
of  the  late  affair  between  the  troops  of  my  command  at  this  place  and  a 
body  of  the  enemy,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

The  enemy  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stockade  at  this  place  on 
the  evening  of  the  29th  ultimo,  and  displayed  a  force  much  superior  to 
my  own,  but  the  extent  of  his  numbers  I  could  not  ascertain.  The  weak- 
ness of  my  command,  consisting  of  one  company  (H,  Seventy-eighth 
Illinois  Volunteers)  only,  numbering  80  guns,  and  the  strict  orders  I  was 
under  to  keep  within  300  yards  of  the  stockade,  and  act  on  the  defensive 
alone,  prevented  me  making  any  reconnaissance  to  ascertain  his  strength. 
In  anticipation  of  an  attack  from  him  the  next  morning,  the  stockade 
and  its  environs  were  cleared  for  action,  and  every  precaution  taken  to 
secure  the  safety  of  my  men  as  far  as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

About  9  o'clock  the  next  morning  (December  30),  after  a  formal  de- 
mand for  the  surrender  of  the  post,  and  refusal,  the  enemy,  with  one 
piece  of  artillery  (a  12-pounder  howitzer),  but  with  a  force  smaller  than  he 
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displayed  the  evening  before,  emerged  from  the  timber  on  the  north 
west  of  our  position,  advanced  along  the  south  side  of  the  railroad  to 
within  1,000  yards  of  the  stockade,  and  there  took  his  first  position. 

In  the  mean  time  the  forces  of  my  command  were  disposed  as  follows: 
Lieutenant  Beers,  with  one-fourth  of  the  command,  occupied  the  rifle- 
pits  on  the  northwest  side  ol  the  stockade ;  sentinels  were  placed  with- 
out the  stockade  at  divers  points,  commanding  views  of  all  surround- 
ings not  visible  from  the  stockade  itself.  The  balance  of  my  force,  under 
Captain  Allen,  were  distributed  within  the  stockade,  so  as  to  detect  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  from  any  and  all  quarters  he  might  see  proper  to 
attack  us. 

The  enemy  bombarded  us  for  some  time  from  his  position  first  taken, 
as  above  stated ;  then  changed  his  position  to  a  point  some  200  yards 
south  of  his  first,  threw  a  number  of  shells,  and  changed  position  again 
to  a  point  still  farther  south  of  his  last  one,  and  at  the  distance  of  700 
yards  from  the  stockade.  He  also,  at  the  same  time,  dismounted  a  por- 
tion of  his  forces  and  deployed  in  the  corn-field,  situated  between  the 
meadow  in  which  he  first  planted  his  artillery  and  the  stockade,  and 
sent  another  portion  of  his  forces  to  the  north  side  of  the  railroad,  and 
down  the  wagon-road  leading  to  the  ford  at  the  railroad  bridge,  with 
the  evident  design  of  occupying  if  possible  the  north  bank  of  the  rail- 
road, near  the  ford. 

To  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  by  the  enemy.  Lieuten- 
ant Simmons  was  sent,  with  a  few  men,  to  the  threatened  point,  but  on 
reaching  it  found  the  enemy  in  hasty  retreat,  from  the  fire  of  the  single 
sentinel  who  had  been  placed  there  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
action. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy,  having  thrown  a  number  of  shells  from 
his  third  position,  was  proceeding  to  take  a  fourth,  still  nearer  to  us. 
His  forces,  deployed  in  the  corn-field,  had  advanced  to  within  600  yards 
of  the  stockade,  and  opened  upon  us  with  small-arms. 

At  this  juncture  we  commenced  a  rapid  fire  upon  the  enemy  with 
all  our  disposable  force.  The  damaging  effects  of  our  fire  were  imme- 
diately apparent.  The  cannoneers  abandoned  their  cannon,  and  only 
returned  to  remove  it  out  of  our  range.  The  forces  in  the  corn-field 
receded  from  their  advanced  position.  In  a  few  minutes  the  rout  became 
general,  and  the  enemy,  moving  at  a  rapid  pace  and  in  a  disorderly 
mass,  disappeared  from  view  in  the  timber  from  which  he  had  emerged 
prior  to  the  attack. 

The  enemy  received  some  punishment,  but  to  what  extent  we  do  not 
certainly  know,  as  he  carried  his  killed  and  wounded  from  the  field  with 
him.  From  information  obtained  since  the  affair,  we  have  reason  to 
believe  he  lost  3  killed  and  10  or  12  wounded.  My  command  received 
no  damage  whatever.  The  stockade  remains  uninjured.  The  affair 
lasted  one  hour  and  a  half. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  my  officers  and 
men  during  the  attack.  Though  not  one  of  them  had  ever  been  under 
fire  before,  they  behaved  like  veterans. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings 
should  I  omit  to  acknowledge  the  very  great  obligations  I  am  under  to 
OaiJtain  Allen,  Lieutenants  Beers  and  Simmons,  and  my  adjutant,  Lieu- 
tenant Green,  for  their  efficient  support  prior  to  and  during  the  affair. 
Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  H.  BENNESON, 

Colonel  J  Commanding. 

George  K.  Speed, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Louisville^  Ky» 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  H.  Morgan^  (7.  ;S^.  Army^  commanding  expedi- 
tion.* 

Headquarters  Army  of  Kentucky, 

Campbellsville^  Ey.,  Becember  31, 1862. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  thus  far  the  success  of  this 
expedition  is  complete,  and  that  every  object  that  was  contemplated  has 
been  attained.  My  first  meeting  with  the  enemy  occurred  at  Glasgow, 
Ky.,  on  December  24.  My  advance  guard,  on  entering  the  town  shortly 
after  dark,  fell  in  with  four  companies  of  the  Second  Michigan  Cavalry. 
A  slight  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  I  lost  3  wounded  (2  mortally),  and  the 
enemy  had  4  or  5  killed  and  wounded  and  some  20  taken  prisoners. 
The  enemy  passed  through  town  in  the  direction  of  Munfordville. 

The  next  morning  I  moved  forward  early  with  my  command.  About 
10  miles  this  side  of  Green  Eiver,  a  slight  skirmish  took  place,  in  which 
none  were  hurt  on  either  side,  and  we  captured  several  prisoners. 

The  next  morning  I  sent  part  of  my  command  to  take  the  stockade 
at  Bacon  Creek,  while  I  moved  on  with  the  main  body  to  Upton  and 
Nolin.  By  4  p.  m.  all  the  places  had  surrendered  and  the  stockades  and 
trestles  were  on  fire.  That  night  I  encamped  at  Kolin,  having  taken 
and  paroled  some  200  prisoners,  with  only  2  or  3  slightly  wounded  on 
my  side. 

The  next  moruing  I  moved  to  Elizabethtown.  On  arriving  near  the 
place,  much  to  my  surprise,  I  was  met  by  a  flag  of  truce,  informing  me 
that  I  was  surrounded,  and  demanding  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
myself  and  command.  To  this  proposition  I  declined  to  accede,  and 
made  a  counter  demand  for  an  unconditional  surrender.  On  its  being 
refused,  I  immediately  began  to  shell  the  houses  in  which  the  enemy 
bad  taken  refuge.  After  a  brisk  firing  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour  from 
the  batteries  and  skirmishers,  the  place  was  surrendered.  Eight  com- 
panies were  taken  and  paroled.  Three  bridges  were  burned,  and  the 
entire  track  for  miles  set  on  fire. 

December  28  I  moved  toward  the  long  trestles,  about  5  and  6  miles 
from  Elizabethtown.  I  sent  Colonel  Breckinridge  and  command  toward 
one  trestle,  while  I  moved  with  the  remainder  toward  the  other.  I  sent 
in  flags  of  truce,  demanding  a  surrender,  which  was  declined.  I  then 
opened  fire,  and  after  some  shelling  and  skirmishing  for  about  an  hour 
the  stockades  surrendered.  The  stockades,  trestles,  and  a  quantity  of 
army  stores  were  destroyed.  About  700  prisoners  were  taken  and 
paroled.  No  one  on  either  side  killed  or  wounded.  I  moved  on  that 
night  to  the  Rolling  Fork  and  encamped. 

Next  morning,  just  as  the  rear  of  my  command  was  crossing  the  fork, 
the  enemy  began  shelling  me  in  the  rear.  I  immediately  threw  out  some 
six  or  seven  companies  as  skirmishers,  drove  back  their  line,  finished 
crossing  the  river,  and  moved  on  to  Bardstown  that  same  night.  Here 
I  turned  my  course  and  began  to  march  southward. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  I  left  Bardstown,  and  reached  Springfield 
the  same  evening.  Hearing  at  Springfield  that  there  was  a  large  force 
of  the  enemy  at  Lebanon,  I  determined  not  to  attack  them,  but  to  elude 
them  by  leaving  Lebanon  on  my  left  and  by  making  a  night  march, 
which  I  accomplished  successfully,  and  reached  this  point,  leaving  the 

*  For  General  Bragg's  letter  transmitting  this,  with  Forrest's  report,  see  Series  I, 
VoLXVII,  Partl,pr591. 
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enemy  in  my  rear  this  evening,  and  am  now  holding  telegraphic  com 
munication  with  him. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  the  Federal  colonel,  [Dennis  J.]  Halisy,  of 
the  Sixth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  commanding  brigade,  while  engaged  in 
picking  up  some  stragglers  of  mine,  was  killed  in  a  hand-to-hand  con- 
flict by  Lieutenant  [George  B.]  Eastin,  of  my  command,  and  a  lieutenant 
accompanying  him  was  captured.  The  Federal  forces  are  now  moving 
down  upon  me.  They  left  Lebanon  this  afternoon.  I  leave  early  to- 
morrow morning. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  MOEGAN, 

Brigadier-  General, 
Lieut.  Col.  Geobge  William  Brent, 

A,  A.  O.,  Army  of  Tennessee,  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Morgan's  Division, 

Smithvillej  Tenn,,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
the  forces  under  my  command  during  the  late  expedition  into  Kentucky : 

On  the  morning  of  December  22,  1862,  I  left  Alexandria,  Tenn.,  with 
an  effective  force  of  3,100  guns  and  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  which  I 
divided  into  two  brigades,  placing  the  iirst  under  command  of  Col. 
B.  W.  Duke  [Second  Kentucky  Cavalry],  and  the  second  under  com- 
mand of  Col.  W.  0.  P.  Breckinridge  [Ninth  Kentucky  Cavalry].  About 
dusk  I  crossed  the  Cumberland  River,  which  I  found  easily  fordable, 
and  encamped  some  3  or  4  miles  on  the  other  side.  I  found  the  people 
generally  well  disposed,  and  that  vague  rumors  of  my  coming  had  pre- 
ceded me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  I  made  an  early  start,  and  succeeded  (though 
the  way  for  the  most  part  was  extremely  rough)  in  making  CentreviUe 
that  evening,  a  distance  of  some  30  miles. 

The  following  day  (December  24)  I  marched  to  within  6  miles  of 
Glasgow,  where  my  first  encounter  with  the  enemy  took  place.  I  had 
encamped  the  main  body  of  my  command  some  6  miles  from  the  town, 
and  had  sent  two  companies  to  take  possession  of  it.  As  they  entered 
the  town,  they  encountered  the  advance  guard  of  a  battalion  of  the  Sec- 
ond Michigan  Cavalry.  It  being  quite  dark,  some  little  time  elapsed 
before  either  party  became  aware  of  the  presence  of  an  enemy,  when 
a  skirmish  took  place,  in  which  Captain  [W.  E.]  Jones  [Company  A, 
Ninth  Kentucky  Cavalry],  and  a  private  of  Breckinridge's  regiment 
were  mortally,  and  Lieut.  Samuel  O.  Peyton,  of  Duke's  regiment,  seri- 
ously, wounded,  and  some  6  or  7  of  my  men  taken  prisoners.  Not  know- 
ing in  what  force  the  enemy  might  be,  my  squadron  fell  back,  when  the 
enemy  passed  through  town  and  took  the  road  to  Munfordville.  Sev- 
eral of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  22  prisoners,  including 
a  captain,  were  captured  and  paroled. 

The  next  morning  (December  25)  I  passed  through  Glasgow  and  took 
the  Bear  Wallow  turnpike  in  the  direction  of  Munfordville.  About  10 
miles  from  Green  River  my  scouts  reported  that  a  battalion  of  cavalry 
was  drawn  up  in  line,  awaiting  our  approach.  I  threw  forward  two 
companies  and  a  section  of  artillery  to  engage  them,  made  my  disposi- 
tions for  an  extended  engagement,  and  advanced  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
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The  enemy,  however,  did  Dot  wait  to  receive  the  charge  of  the  force  1 
had  sent  forward,  but,  after  firing  a  few  random  shots,  took  to  flight  and 
left  the  road  clear.  I  then  made  the  best  of  my  way  through  to  Green 
Eiver,  which  I  succeeded  in  crossing  with  considerable  difficulty,  owing 
to  the  steep  and  muddy  banks,  and  reached  Hammondsville  with  my 
command  at  midnight.  1  had  ordered  Colonel  Breckinridge,  as  hp 
passed  the  cross-road  leading  to  Woodsonville,  to  send  two  companies 
in  that  direction,  with  instructions  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and 
immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Hammondsville  I  dispatched  two  compa- 
nies of  Colonel  Duke's  command,  with  similar  instructions,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Munfordville.  My  object  was  to  induce  the  enemy  to  believe 
that  I  intended  to  attack  the  fortifications  at  Green  Eiver,  and,  by  so 
threatening  him,  to  divert  his  attention  from  the  combined  attack  which 
I  intended  to  make  the  succeeding  day  on  the  stockades  at  Bacon  Creek 
and  Nolin. 

The  next  morning  (December  26)  I  sent  Duke's  and  [R.  M.]  Gano's 
[Seventh  Kentucky  Cavalry]  regiments  and  a  section  of  Palmer's  bat- 
tery, under  command  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  [John  B.]  flutcheson  [Sec- 
ond Kentucky  Cavalry],  to  attack  the  stockade  at  Bacon  Creek,  while 
I  moved  on  with  the  main  body  of  the  forces  to  Upton.  A  heavy  rain 
had  fallen  during  the  night,  and  it  was  still  raining  hard,  so  that  it  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  artillery  and  trains  made  any  prog- 
ress whatever.  It  was,  therefore,  nearly  11  o'clock  before  I  heard  Colo- 
nel Hutcheson's  cannon  open.  On  arriving  at  Upton,  I  cut  the  telegraph 
wire,  and  my  operator  was  soon  in  communication  with  Louisville,  Cin- 
cinnati, and  other  points.  No  important  messages  were  received,  how- 
ever, except  one  informing  me  of  the  arrival  of  a  train  loaded  with 
ammunition,  small  arms,  and  two  pieces  of  rifled  cannon,  which  I  imme- 
diately took  measures  to  intercept,  but  unfortunately  missed. 

It  being  now  nearly  3  p.  m.,  I  sent  forward  to  Nolin,  under  charge  of 
Colonel  Duke,  the  remainder  of  the  forces,  with  the  exception  of  John- 
son's regiment  and  the  other  section  of  Palmer's  battery.  With  these 
troops — as  I  was  fearful,  from  the  duration  of  the  firing  at  Bacon  Creek, 
that  the  stockade  had  been  re-enforced  from  Munfordville — I  moved 
down  to  Bacon  Creek  to  assist  Colonel  Hutcheson.  On  my  arrival  there, 
I  immediately  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  and  demanded  an  unconditional 
surrender  of  the  place,  which,  after  considerable  hesitation  on  the  part 
of  the  commanding  officer.  Captain  James,  was  finally  acceded  to. 
Ninety-three  prisoners,  belonging  to  the  Ninety -first  Illinois  Volunteers, 
were  captured,  including  four  commissioned  officers.  The  stockade 
and  trestle  were  immediately  fired  and  destroyed,  and  I  moved  on 
with  the  command  to  Nolin.  In  this  afi'air  3  of  the  enemy  were  slightly 
wounded  by  our  shells,  and  some  3  or  4  men  on  our  side  were  slightly 
wounded  in  attempting  to  fire  the  trestle  before  the  stockade  had  sur- 
rendered. The  force  at  the  trestle  near  Nolin,  amounting  to  3  officers 
and  73  privates  of  the  Ninety-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  surrendered  to 
Colonel  Duke  without  opposition.  The  stockade  and  bridge  at  that 
point  were  also  fired  and  destroyed.  While  waiting  at  Upton,  I  had 
caused  large  fires  to  be  built  all  along  the  track  for  some  3  or  4  miles, 
in  order  to  warp  and  destroy  the  rails,  which  was  most  effectually  ac- 
complished. 

Early  the  following  morning  (December  27),  having  learned  the  pre- 
vious evening  that  some  seven  or  eight  companies  of  United  States 
troops  were  stationed  at  Elizabeth  town,  I  moved  with  my  command  in 
that  direction.     On  arriving  within  sight  of  the  town,  the  following 
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peremptory  document,  scrawled  in  pencil  on  the  back  of  an  envelope, 
was  handed  to  me  : 

Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  December  27, 1J362. 
To  the  Commander  of  the  Confederate  Forces  : 

Sir:   I  demand  au  unconditional  surrender  of  all  your  forces.     I  have  you  sur- 
rounded, and  will  compel  you  to  surrender. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  SMITH, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Forces. 

To  which  I  replied  that  I  thought  the  positions  were  reversed  ;  that 
it  was  his  forces,  and  not  mine,  which  were  surrounded,  and  called  upon 
him  to  surrender.  He  answered  that  it  was  the  part  of  a  United  States 
officer  to  fight,  and  not  to  surrender. 

Leaving  one  regiment  and  a  howitzer  in  reserve  to  guard  the  trains, 
1  ordered  Colonel  Duke  to  deploy  his  command  to  the  right,  and  Colonel 
Breckinridge  to  deploy  his  command  to  the  left  of  the  town,  and  to 
throw  forward  skirmishers  to  discover  the  position  of  the  enemy.  It 
soon  became  apparent  that  he  had  taken  possession  of  several  brick 
houses  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  expected  to  make  a  street  fight 
of  it.  I  therefore  immediately  placed  my  artillery  in  position  on  a  hill 
a  little  to  the  left  of  the  road,  which  completely  commanded  th^  town, 
and  sent  Capt.  O.  C.  Corbett,  with  one  mountain  howitzer,  to  attack  the 
town  on  the  right.  After  about  half  an  hour's  vigorous  shelling,  the 
place  surrendered,  and  652  prisoners,  including  25  officers,  fell  into  our 
hands. 

At  this  point  I  wish  particularly  to  notice  the  excellent  service  done 
on  this  occasion  by  Capt.  Baylor  Palmer  and  his  battery,  to  whose 
rapid  and  accurate  fire  (nearly  every  shot  striking  the  houses  occupied 
by  the  enemy)  the  quick  reduction  of  the  place  is  in  a  great  measure  due; 
and  also  the  gallantry  shown  by  Captain  Corbett,  who  ran  one  of  his 
howitzers  into  the  town  while  the  enemy  were  pouring  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  houses,  and  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  [R.  G.]  Stoner,  commanding 
Breckinridge's  regiment,  who  at  the  same  time  charged  into  the  town 
at  the  head  of  his  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  I  moved  from  Elizabethtown  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Bardstown.  Four  miles  from  Elizabethtown  I  ordered  Colonel 
Breckinridge  to  turn  with  his  command  to  the  left  and  to  attack  the 
lower  stockade,  near  Muldraugh's  Hill,  while  I  moved  on  with  Colonel 
Duke's  brigade  to  attack  the  upper.  After  two  or  three  hours'  shelling, 
both  places  surrendered,  and  at  7  o'clock  that  evening  I  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  attained,  and  the 
railroad  was  rendered  impassable  for  at  least  two  months.  These  two 
trestles  are  the  largest  and  finest  on  the  whole  road,  being,  each  of  them, 
some  60  feet  in  height  and  from  300  to  350  yards  in  length.  Neither  of 
them  had  ever  before  been  destroyed  during  the  war.  Seven  hundred 
prisoners,  including  27  officers,  were  captured,  and  a  large  and  valuable 
amount  of  medical,  quartermaster's  and  commissary  stores  were  de- 
stoyed.     I  encamped  that  night  near  the  EoUing  Fork. 

The  following  morning  (December  29)  I  sent  Colonel  [E.  S.]  Cluke's 
regiment,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  to  attack  and  burn  the  bridge  over 
the  Boiling  Forkj  Colonel  [D.  W.]  Chenault's  regiment  [Eleventh  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry],  and  one  piece  of  artillery  in  advance,  to  burn  the  stock- 
ade and  trestle  at  Boston,  and  three  companies  of  Breckinridge's  regi- 
ment and  one  mountain  howitzer,  to  attack  at  New  Haven.  Having 
completed  these  dispositions,  I  set  my  command  in  motion.  Just  as  the 
rear  regiments  were  crossing  EoUing  Fork,  a  large  force  of  the  enemy — 
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consisting  of  cavalry,  infantry,  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  which 
had  followed  us  from  Elizabethtown — came  up  and  began  to  shell  the 
ford  at  which  the  troops  were  crossing.  I  immediately  sent  orders  to 
Colonel  Duke,  who  was  in  the  rear,  to  send  a  courier  to  Colonel  Cluke, 
ordering  him  to  rejoin  the  command  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  until  the  entire  command  had  crossed  the  ford. 
Colonel  Duke,  assisted  by  Colonel  Breckinridge,  placed  seven  companies 
from  different  regiments  in  position  and  held  five  in  reserve.  With  this 
force  he  several  times  repulsed  the  enemy's  advance,  and  very  nearly 
succeeded  in  capturing  two  pieces  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  he  fell 
from  his  horse,  severely  wounded  by  a  shell.  Colonel  Breckinridge  then 
took  command,  and  maintained  the  position  until  Colonel  Cluke's  regi- 
ment had  crossed  the  river,  when  I  ordered  him  to  fall  back,  which  he 
accomplished  in  good  order  and  without  loss. 

In  this  affair  only  3  men  were  hurt  on  our  side — Colonel  Duke,  Cap- 
tain [V.  M.  I  Pendleton  [Company  D,  Eighth  Kentucky  Cavalry],  (who 
was  struck  by  a  ball  while  gallantly  leading  a  charge  on  the  enemy's 
artillery),  and  a  private  slightly  wounded.  The  enemy  lost  several  offi- 
cers and  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Meanwhile  Colonel  Cheiiault  had  captured  and  burned  the  stockade 
at  Boston.  He  rejoined  me  that  night  at  Bardstown.  The  force  sent  to 
burn  the  stockade  at  'New  Haven  was  not  successful,  and  did  not  rejoin 
the  command  until  the  following  night  at  Springfield. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  I  left  Bardstown  and  marched  to  Springfield, 
a  distance  of  some  18  miles,  where  I  arrived  at  nightfall.  On  my  arrival 
I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  all  his  forces  from  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  State,  and  had  concentrated  them  at  Lebanon.  Troops 
from  Danville,  Burkes ville,  Campbells ville,  and  Columbia  had  been  col- 
lected there  to  the  number  of  nearly  8,000,  with  several  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. Intelligence  also  reached  me  that  a  column  nearly  10,000  strong 
was  moving  from  Glasgow  to  Burkesville  to  intercept  me.  My  position 
was  now  sufficiently  hazardous.  A  superior  force  only  a  few  miles  in 
my  rear,  a  force  nearly  treble  my  own  immediately  in  my  front,  and  a 
vastly  superior  force,  which  had  only  about  half  the  distance  to  march 
that  I  had,  moving  to  intercept  my  passage  of  the  river.  In  this  emer- 
gency, I  determined  to  make  a  detour  to  the  right  of  Lebanon,  and,  by 
a  night  march,  to  conceal  my  movements  from  the  enemy,  outstrip  the 
column  moving  from  Glasgow  to  Burkesville,  and  cross  the  Cumberland 
before  it  came  within  striking  distance.  Immediately,  therefore,  on  my 
arrival  at  Springfield,  I  sent  out  two  companies  on  the  Lebanon  road, 
with  instructions  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  to  hold  the  posi- 
tion. This  being  done,  they  were  to  build  large  and  extended  camp- 
fires,  so  as  to  induce  the  enemy  to  believe  that  my  whole  force  was  in 
position,  and  that  I  was  only  waiting  for  daylight  to  attack.  Consid- 
erable delay  was  occasioned  from  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  guides  who 
were  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the  country  to  lead  me  over  the 
route  I  desired  to  march,  but  at  length,  by  11  p.  m.,  the  whole  column 
was  fairly  in  motion.  The  night  was  dark  and  stormy  and  the  road  rough 
and  intricate,  so  that  the  morning  of  December  31  found  the  command 
only  8  miles  from  Springfield  and  2^  miles  from  Lebanon.  By  1  o'clock 
that  ttfternoon,  however,  the  top  of  Muldraugh's  Hill  was  reached,  where 
I  could  see  Lebanon  with  a  glass  distinctly,  and  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers deployed  in  the  valley  below.  Just  as  the  rear  guard  of  the  column 
iiad  reached  the  foot  of  the  hills,  a  remarkable  hand-to-hand  conflict 
took  place  between  Colonel  [D.  J.]  Halisy,  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry, commanding  brigade,  and  two  other  Federal  officers  on  the  one 
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side,  and  Oapt.  Alexander  Tribble  and  Lieutenant  Eastin,  of  my  com- 
mand, on  the  other,  in  which  Colonel  Halisy  was  killed  by  Lieutenant 
Eastin,  and  his  companions  captured. 

Both  Captain  Tribble  and  Lieutenant  Eastin  displayed  great  gallantrj 
on  this  occasion,  and  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  civilized  community  foi 
putting  to  rest  such  an  exponent  of  the  Butler  and  Turchin  school  as 
Colonel  Halisy. 

I  reached  Campbellsville  late  that  evening,  and  found  there  quite  an 
amount  of  commissary  stores,  which  was  most  fortunate,  as  my  command 
had  had  but  little  for  two  days. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  1863,  I  started  for  Columbia,  where  I 
arrived  at  3  p.  m.  By  a  night  march  from  this  place,  I  reached  Burk^s- 
ville  at  daylight  the  following  morning.  Here  I  halted  the  command 
for  a  few  hours  to  rest  and  feed,  and  then  crossed  the  Cumberland  with- 
out molestation.  Traveling,  then,  by  easy  stages,  I  reached  this  point 
on  the  evening  of  January  5,  with  my  command. 

The  results  of  the  expedition  may  be  summed  up  as  follows :  The  de- 
struction of  the  Louisville  and  Kashville  Railroad  from  Munfordville  to 
Shepherdsville,  within  18  miles  of  Louisville,  rendering  it  impassable 
for  at  least  two  months ;  the  capture  of  1,877  prisoners,  including  62  com- 
missioned officers  ;  the  destruction  of  over  $2,000,000  of  United  States 
property,  and  a  large  loss  to  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  loss  of  my  entire  command  was  as  follows :  Killed,  2 ;  wounded, 
24;  missing,  64. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  acknowledgments 
to  my  brigade  commanders  (Colonels  Duke  and  Breckinridge)  and  to 
their  subordinate  officers  for  their  able  and  efficient  assistance  rendered 
me  by  them  during  this  expedition,  without  which  it  must  have  failed 
in  effecting  many  of  its  principal  objects. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  MORGAN, 

Brigadier-  General, 

Col.  GEORaE  William  Brent, 

A,  A.  G,  a7id  Chief  of  Staff,  Army  of  Tennessee,  • 


DECEMBER  23,  1862.— Skirmish  near  Nashville,  Tenn. 

RKFORTS. 

No.  1.— Maj.  Gen.  Alexander  McD.  McCook,  U.  S.  Army. 
No,  2. — Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Wharton,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Beport  of  Maj.  Gen,  Alexander  McB,  McCooJc,  U,  8,  Army, 

Headquarters  Eight  Wing, 

December  23,  1862. 

One  of  General  Sheridan^s  outposts  (a  sergeant  and  9  men)  was  cap- 
tured this  evening.  The  vedettes  were  driven  in,  and  gave  no  alarm. 
The  enemy's  cavalry  were  dressed  in  our  uniform.  Detailed  report  will 
be  sent  in  the  morning. 

A.  McD.  McCOOK, 

Major  General,  Commanding. 

Ool.  J.   P.  GARES0H6. 
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1^0.   2. 

Report  of  Brig,  Oen.  John  A,   Wharton,  C.  8.  Army, 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Nolensville^  Tenn.j  December  24,  1862. 

General  :  A  detachment  of  Texas  Eangers  and  Second  Georgians, 
under  Lieuts.  M.  L.  Gordon  and  John  F.  Trippe,  captured  the  advance 
picket  (14  in  number)  of  the  enemy  on  this  pike  yesterday  evening. 
Several  were  left  dead  and  wounded  on  the  ground.  We  sustained  no 
loss.  The  prisoners  have  been  sent  to  Murfreesborough.  The  enemy 
promise  us  a  visit  to-morrow.  Thomas'  corps  Warmie  arrived  Friday 
evening,  and  is  encamped  on  the  Charlotte  and  Granny  White  pikes. 
We  have  annoyed  their  foraging  parties  so  much  that  they  now  send 
out  a  very  heavy  supporting  force.  Seward,  Blair,  and  Chase  have  re- 
signed, and  things  are  in  a  terrible  state  at  Washington.  The  removal 
of  Halleck  has  become  a  military  necessity.  Banks'  forces  are  to  be 
landed  at  Ship  Island,  for  the  reduction  of  Mobile.  He  will  command 
Butler,  without  Lincoln  sends  other  orders.  Please  return  all  papers 
that  have  been  sent  up  from  these  headquarters. 

Most  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  WHAETON, 

Brigadier-  General, 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler, 

Chief  of  Cavalry, 


DECEMBER  24,  1862-JANnAEY  1,  1863.— Expedition  into  East  Tennes^ 
see  and  skirmish  at  Perkins'  Mill,  on  Elk  Fork,  December  28. 

REIf>ORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  John  M.  Brown,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
No.  2. — ^Maj.  James  L.  Foley,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj,  John  M,  Brown,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 

Camp  First  Battalion,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 

Danville,  Ky.,  January  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  having  been  detached  with  my 
battalion  to  London,  Ky.,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  H.  B.  Wilson. 
Forty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  having  reached  that  place 
on  the  afternoon  of  December  2^,  1862,  I  was  intrusted  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wilson  with  the  independent  command  of  my  cavalry,  acting 
under  written  orders,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  inclosed. 

I  judged  it  prudent  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  due  regard  to  the  condi- 
tion and  efficiency  of  my  horses  would  permit,  and,  therefore,  leaving 
London,  Ky.,  at  11.30  p.  m.  on  December  25,  rode  9  miles  to  the  Burnt 
Church,  on  the  Barboursville  road,  where  I  rested  until  sunrise.  1 
easily  reached  Barboursville  by  3  p.  m.  of  the  26th. 

That  afternoon  and  night  I  spent  in  concerting  plans  with  Capt. 
Dempsey  King  and  Mr.  John  Lanman,  both  men  of  tried  loyalty  and  ex- 
tensive information  and  influence,  the  former  being  the  recognized  head 
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of  the  Union  Home  Guards,  of  Knon  and  Whitley  Counties.  Captain 
King  readily  agreed  to  support  any  inroad  I  might  make  into  Tennessee 
with  150  mountaineers,  and  mounted  his  horse  to  assemble  them,  but 
just  as  he  was  starting  he  received  a  dispatch  from  Brigadier-General 
Carter  (of  the  purport  of  which  I  am  ignorant),  which  must  have  changed 
his  plans,  as  I  saw  him  no  more.  Mr.  Lanman,  then  on  his  way  to  Lex- 
ington, furnished  me  with  valuable  information  as  to  persons  and  roads. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  left  Barboursville,  and,  taking  an  un- 
frequented road  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Cumberland  River,  reached 
the  Pine  Mountain,  and,  crossing  its  main  ridge  by  a  difficult  and  cir- 
cuitous route  (the  former  main  road  being  obstructed  by  numerous  trees 
felled  by  the  mountaineers  to  impede  General  Kirby  Smith's  retreat), 
reached  Lanman's  at  4  p.  m. 

I  had  been  apprised  by  several  reliable  men  that  a  rebel  camp  of  cav- 
alry, numbering  250  or  300,  lay  near  Fortner's  Mill,  a  short  distance  be- 
yond Boston,  and  9  miles  from  Lanman's.  I,  therefore,  advanced  cau- 
tiously, and  having  i)roceeded  2  miles  or  more  toward  Rogers'  Gap, 
retraced  enough  of  my  route  after  dark  to  secure  a  safe  retreat  in  case 
the  enemy  should  have  received  intelligence  of  my  proximity.  To  guard 
against  this,  I  posted  mountaineers  on  every  path  of  the  road,  leaving 
to  them  the  choice  of  proper  men  and  positions,  and  giving  only  general 
directions  to  keep  the  enemy  ignorant  of  my  presence.  I  must  grate- 
fully acknowledge  the  promptitude  and  efficiency  of  their  assistance; 
so  completely  was  every  by-path  stopped,  that,  had  1  chosen  to  have  laid 
concealed  at  Jesse  Powers'  (where  I  encamped),  1  mile  southwest  of 
Lanman's,  1  could  have  done  so  for  a  week. 

I  dispatched  Dr.  Sproule,  a  nativje  of  Whitley  County,  a  refugee 
from  the  rebel  troops,  to  approach  Boston,  and  bring  back  accurate  in- 
formation of  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy  on  Elk  Fork,  and 
availed  myself  of  the  volunteered  services  of  Jesse  Powers  and  Huston 
Collins,  whom  I  furnished  with  horses  to  bring  intelligence  from 
Rogers'  Gap.  Dr.  Sproule  sent  me  word  that  the  enemy  were  careless 
and  unsuspicious  in  the  smaller  camp ;  that  a  large  force  of,  perhaps, 
1,200  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  were  this  side  of  the  Big 
Creek  Gap,  and  that  Major  Foley,  with  the  Second  Battalion,  Tenth 
Kentucky  Cavalry,  was  at  Williamsburg.  Powers  and  Collins  were 
unable  to  return,  but  sent  me  word  that  they  had  sent  into  Tennessee, 
as  far  as  Maynardsville,  Mrs.  Rogers,  wife  of  Lieut.  Canada  Rogers, 
now  a  prisoner  in  Knoxville,  who  reported  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry  at 
Miller's  Woodlands,  in  Powell's  Valley,  2  miles  from  the  crest  of  Rogers' 
Gap,  numbering  nearly  300 ;  also  500  cavalry  at  Rice's  Mill,  on  Lost 
Creek,  near  Maynardville,  and  rumors  of  hall-organized  parties  at 
Jacksborough  and  other  points  to  the  westward.  I  had  no  time  to 
communicate  with  Major  Foley  at  Williamsburg,  and  it  seemed  to  me 
that  an  incuri^ion  into  Tennessee,  sufficiently  dangerous  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances,  would  be  foolhardy,  with  the  prospect  of  an 
aroused  enemy  in  the  rear.  I  felt  forced,  therefore,  to  abandon,  though 
reluctantly,  the  project  of  burning  the  railroad  bridge  at  Strawberry 
Plains.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  next  best  thing  was  to  assist  Major 
Foley  in  the  attack,  which  I  felt  certain  he  would  make  on  Sunday 
morning,  28th. 

Accordingly,  I  moved  toward  Boston  at  early  daylight,  as  soon  as  the 
crossing  of  the  Pine  Mountain  Wcia  practicable,  and  came  into  Boston 
entirely  unexpected  at  7  o'clock.  I  then  learned  that  Major  Foley  had 
already  attacked,  with  brilliant  success.  The  enemy  were  already  in 
pursuit,  perhaps  600  strong,  in  the  direction  of  Williamsburg.     With 
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my  small  force  I  could  not  think  of  another  attack  on  the  enemy,  now 
thoroughly  on  the  alert,  so  I  busied  myself  to  cover  Major  Foley's  re- 
treat and  draw  off  the  pursuit.  I  assumed  the  title  and  functions  of  a 
brigadier,  and,  after  ordering  the  infantry  and  artillery  of  a  fictitious 
brigade  to  advance,  and  giving  the  enemy  time  to  hear  of  the  formid- 
able force  on  their  flank,  I  retreated  to  Barboursville,  and  the  next  day 
to  London,  where  I  met  Major  Foley,  and  we  lay  expecting  the  enemy, 
who,  however,  seemed  to  have  been  deceived,  and  afraid  to  pursue. 

On  the  30th,  at  midnight,  I  reached  Richmond,  and,  delaying  there  a 
day  to  shoe  my  horses,  joined  the  brigade  on  the  night  of  January  1. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  devoted  and  unflinching  patriotism 
of  the  citizens  of  Whitley  and  Knox  Counties.  Hundreds  of  them  lead 
the  life  of  wild  beasts,  lodging  in  caves  and  skulking  through  the  mount- 
ains, seldom  visiting  their  houses,  and  all  having  the  certainty  of  the 
gallows  if  they  fall  into  rebel  hands.  Their  only  defense  against  a  pil- 
laging and  murdering  foe  is  their  rifles  and  an  unconquerable  love  for 
their  homes  and  their  Government.  I  was  implored  by  numbers  of  them 
to  represent  to  headquarters  that  bushwhacking  was  with  them  an  inex- 
orable necessity  in  their  present  unassisted  condition,  which  could  and 
would  cease  with  the  presence  of  efficient  aid. 

I  have  to  report  the  roads  to  Barboursville  good  for  the  season,  and 
practicable  for  army  teams ;  also  a  good  road,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  points — in  my  opinion,  easily  remedied — from  Boston  to 
the  mouth  of  Big  Poplar  Creek — better,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  than 
the  road  laid  down  on  the  maps,  or  that  leading  by  the  Pine  Mountain 
and  Lanman's.  There  is  also  a  direct  road,  reported  very  good,  from 
Boston  to  London,  crossing  the  Cumberland  at  Evans'  Mill,  effecting  a 
saving  of  12  to  15  miles,  as  compared  with  the  route  through  Barbours- 
ville. 

My  retreat  was  by  Evans'  Mill,  crossing  the  Cumberland  at  that 
point,  recrossing  at  McKeil's  Mill,  and  entering  the  main  State  road 
5  miles  south  of  Barboursville.  I  have  observed  inaccuracies  in  the 
published  maps,  too  tedious,  and  perhaps  unimportant,  to  mention 
here.    If  considered  desirable,  I  can  point  them  out. 

My  horses  suffered  much  from  fatigue  and  the  :w^eather ;  several  died, 
and  others  had  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  Union  men,  to  be  collected  by 
authorized  agents  of  the  Government. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MASON  BEOWN, 
Major  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry^  Commanding  First  Battalion, 

Col.  Samuel  A.  Gilbert, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig,,  Second  Division,  Army  of  Kenttwlcy, 

[Inelosnre.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

London,  Ky.,  December  25,  1862. 
John  Mason  Brown, 

Major  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry : 
Sir  :  The  detachment  of  cavalry  from  Danville  not  having  arrived,  in 
pursuance  of  orders,  I  will  return  to  Eichmond,  and  you  will  assume 
command  of  the  forces  now  here,  excepting  the  detachment  of  Forty- 
fourth  Ohio  Yolunteer  Infantry.  They  will  turn  over  their  horses  to 
you,  and  you  will  mount  them  with  armed  volunteer  mountaineers  that 
you  may  induce  to  accompany  you.  You  will  also  procure  of  Lieuten- 
ant Jacobs,  commanding  said  detachment,  fifteen  canteens,  and  fill  them 
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with  turpentine.  Ton  will,  if  you  find  it  practicable,  proceed  to  or  be- 
yond Boston,  via  Barboursville,  and  ascertain  the  force  and  position  of 
the  enemy  at  Big  Creek  Gap,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  Ky.,  or  in 
Scott  County,  Tennessee.  If,  however,  you  find  it  practicable  to  do  so 
with  the  forces  you  have,  you  may  proceed  to  Strawberry  Plains,  about 
16  miles  from  Knoxville,  and  destroy  the  big  railroad  bridge  at  that  place. 
It  is  with  the  hope  that  you  may  find  it  practicable  to  accomplish  this 
with  safety  that  I  have  directed  the  turpentine  to  be  procured.  Should 
you  reach  the  railroad,  you  will,  of  course,  destroy  the  telegraph  wires 
as  soon  as  you  get  there.  In  my  judgment,  if  you  reach  the  railroad,  it 
will  be  safe  for  you  to  return  via  Cumberland  Gap,  but  in  reference  to 
the  route  you  take,  both  going  and  returning,  you  will  be  governed  by 
the  best  information  you  can  obtain,  and  your  operations  throughout 
must  necessarily  be  directed  accordingly  by  your  own  good  judgment 
and  discretion.  You  will  report  from  time  to  time  to  Col.  S.  A.  Gilbert, 
at  Bichmond,  and  on  your  return  will  report  direct  to  him. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

H.  B.  WILSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  L,  Foley,  Tenth  Kentuchy  Cavalry, 

Hdqbs.  Second  Batt.,  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry, 

Danville,  Ky,,  January  3,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  instructions  re- 
ceived from  headquarters,  I  proceeded  to  London,  Ky.,  on  the  morning 
of  December  2b,  1862,  with  the  greater  portion  of  my  command,  includ- 
ing the  force  reported  to  me  under  command  of  Captain  Buchanan,  of 
Munday's  cavalry.  Arriving  at  London,  I  learned  that  Maj  or  Bro  w  n  had 
been  ordered  to  Barboursville  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilson,  who  like- 
wise ordered  that  the  next  morning  I  should  proceed  to  Williamsburg, 
in  Whitley  County,  Kentucky.  This  point  was  reached  at  9  p.  m.  the 
following  day,  where  I  had  made  arrangements  by  my  advance  guard 
to  select  a  camp,  procure  a  sufl&cient  quantity  of  forage,  and  also  to 
picket  all  roads  leading  out  of  the  town  until  my  arrival. 

My  detachment  rested  here  until  the  next  evening,  the  27th  instant, 
during  which  time  I  spent  in  learning  the  location,  numbers,  and  dis- 
position of  the  rebel  forces.  My  command  was  again  in  motion  at  8 
p.  m.,  having  been  informed  by  scouts  that  a  rebel  force,  350  strong,  had 
encamped  at  a  point  on  Elk  Fork,  called  Perkins'  Mill,  in  Campbell 
County,  Tennessee,  19  miles  from  Williamsburg.  Proceeding  cautiously 
in  that  direction,  I  came  upon  their  pickets  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  28th  instant, 
which  were  captured,  16  in  number,  by  my  advance  guard,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Kerr,  of  Munday's  cavalry,  without  the  slightest 
noise  or  confusion ;  in  fact,  they  were  fast  asleep.  From  them  I  learned 
the  location  of  their  camp,  numbers,  strength,  &c.,  which  was  very  ac- 
curate, as  I  afterward  discovered. 

Forming  my  line,  I  now  awaited  the  approach  of  daylight,  but  so  in- 
tense and  heavy  was  the  fog  as  to  prevent  anything  being  seen  at  the 
distance  of  20  paces.  I  determined,  however,  to  attack  them,  and  de- 
tailed 40  men  of  Munday's  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Kerr,  armed  with 
carbines  and  the  captured  rifles.    I  deployed  this  force  as  skirmishers, 
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with  instructions  to  approach  the  camps  as  near  as  possible  before  open- 
ing fire.  The  cavalry  companies  (B  and  M,  Tenth  Kentucky),  supported 
these.  The  order  "forward'^  was  now  given,  and  after  proceeding  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  the  skirmishers  opened  fire.  This  was  returned  by  the 
enemy  with  considerable  spirit,  but  they  soon  gave  way  at  the  approach 
of  the  cavalry,  after  three  unsuccessful  attempts  to  form  their  line.  The 
rout  now  became  general ;  the  enemy,  pushed  one  very  side,  refused  to 
stand  their  ground  ;  our  forces,  elated  with  the  first  success,  manfully 
bore  down  upon  them,  and  in  less  than  one  hour  we  had  full  possession 
of  their  camp. 

They  lost  30  killed,  17  wounded,  and  51  captured.  In  addition  to  this, 
80  head  of  horses  and  mules  fell  into  our  hands,  together  with  a  large 
number  of  Enfield  rifles  and  ammunition.  What  could  not  be  brought 
away  was  destroyed.  The  number  of  rifles  which  fell  into  our  hands 
amounted  to  nearly  200  stand.  The  camp  equipage  was  all  destroyed 
and  burned.  This,  sir,  was  accomplished  in  one  hour^s  time,  and  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  man  killed  or  wounded. 

The  fight  occurred  in  such  close  proximity  to  a  second  camp  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  estimated  by  the  prisoners  at  600  strong,  as  to  cause 
the  assailed  party  to  seek  protection  in  their  lines,  hotly  pursued  by 
onr  men. 

I  take  occasion,  with  much  pleasure,  to  compliment  Captains  Buchanan 
and  Coffman,  and  Lieutenants  Kerr  and  Taylor,  of  Mun day's  cavalry  5 
Captains  Rogers,  Nute,  and  Gray,  and  Lieutenants  Thompson,  Caldwell, 
Trumbo,  Bierbower,  and  Taber,  of  the  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  for 
their  gallantry  and  'cool  bearing  displayed  on  this  occasion.  Great 
praise  is  due  the  men  for  their  bravery,  and  they  deserve  alike  to  share 
the  glory. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  L.  FOLEY, 
Major  Tenth  Kentucky  Cavalry^  Commanding  Battalion, 

Capt.  B.  H.  Polk, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutamt- General, 


DEGEMBEB  26, 1862.— Skirmisli  on  the  Wilson  Creek  pike,  between  Brent 

wood  and  Petersbnrg,  Tenn. 

RKPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  P.  Sidney  Post,  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  brigade. 
No.  2. — Brig.  Gten.  John  A.  Wharton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry  brigade. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Col,  P.  Sidney  Postj  Fifty -ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding 

brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

December  26,  1862. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  Brigadier-General  Davis,  commanding  First  Division,  I  started  at 
daylight  this  morning,  with  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  and  the 
Fifteenth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Infantry,  from  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
the  train,  reported  to  me  as  consisting  of  more  than  200  wagons.    We 
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proceeded  to  Brentwood,  and  from  thence  on  the  Wilson  pike,  near 
where  we  drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets.  Two  miles  farther  we  came  to 
a  cross-road  leading  to  Kolensville,  on  which  the  enemy  were  encamped 
about  a  mile  distant,  and  at  another  point  about  2  miles  distant.  The 
small  cavalry  force  occupying  t^e  nearest  camp  abandoned  it,  and  I  sta- 
tioned the  Fifty  ninth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry  and  one  section  of  the 
Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery  in  a  position  to  command  this  road,  and  pre- 
vent the  enemy  from  IN'olensville,  which  was  5  miles  distant,  establishing 
themselves  in  our  rear.  I  then  proceeded  2  miles  farther  with  the  train, 
placing  the  Fifteenth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Infantry  and  one  section  of 
the  battery  on  the  right,  and  commanding  a  road  coming  from  Frank- 
lin, and  the  Twenty-second  Regiment  Indiana  Infantry,  the  Seventy- 
fourth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry,  and  one  section  of  the  battery  in 
front.  Our  advance  was  attended  with  considerable  skirmishing.  Two 
of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  some  wounded  were  seen  being  carried 
off.  A  few  shells  from  Captain  Pinney\s  battery  cooled  the  Confederate 
ardor  until  all  the  wagons  were  completely  loaded.  The  wagons  of  the 
enemy  were  hurried  but  of  the  field  without  being  loaded,  though,  I  re- 
gret to  say,  their  presence  was  not  discerned  in  time  to  effect  their  cap- 
ture. The  captain  of  one  of  the  skirmishing  parties  caused  some  neigh- 
borhood negroes  to  bury  the  enemy's  dead,  and  we  returned  to  camp 
without  any  mishap  whatever. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  in  this  report  that  foraging  in  such  a  country 
as  this  in  our  front,  and  so  great  a  distance  from  camp,  while  the  enemy 
are  so  near  and  from  every  hill-top  estimate  the  number  of  the  escort 
and  the  value  of  the  train,  is  attended  with  considerable  risk.  Our  train 
could  not  be  made  to  move  in  a  less  space  than  4  miles,  and  if  it  were 
not  possible  to  throw  a  superior  force  in  rear  of  foraging  expeditions  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  suddenly  attack  so  long  a  train  and  destroy 
some  portion  of  it,  especially  while  threatening  it  in  the  rear,  as  they 
did  much  of  the  way  in  to-day,  unless  the  escort  were  very  large. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  SIDNEY  POST, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade, 

Lieut.  T.  W.  Morrison, 

Aotg,  Asst  Adjt.  Gen,,  First  Division,  Bight  Wing, 


li^o.  2. 


Report  of  Brig,  Qen,  John  A,  Wharton,  C,  8.  Army,  commanding  cavalry 

brigade. 

Headquarters  Wharton's  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Nolensville^  Tenn,,  December  25,  1862 — 9.30  p.  m. 

General  :  We  have  been  fighting  the  enemy  from  sunrise  until  dark. 
The  forage  now  lies  to  the  left  of  this  pike,  in  between  this  and  Wilker- 
son  pike.  To-day  the  enemy  came  out  in  large  force  and  a  heavy  sup- 
porting force.  With  what  cavalry  could  be  used  without  disturbing 
the  pickets,  we  engaged  the  enemy.  The  country  is  very  hilly  and 
covered  with  cedar  brakes,  which  renders  it  totally  unfit  for  cavalry, 
and  the  infantry  here  has  orders  to  risk  nothing.  I  had  3  men  wounded; 
killed  6  and  wounded  14  of  the  enemy.  They  thus  paid  for  their 
forage. 

I  cannot  get  the  five  companies  to  complete  Smith's  and  Murray's  reg- 
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iinents,  though  they  have  loug  been  promised  me.  The  service  that  I 
am  required  to  perform  here  is  too  much  for  my  force,  and  it  will  soon 
be  unfit  for  service.  Other  cavalry  commanders  are  drilling  daily,  and 
I  assure  you  that  every  day  for  the  past  ten  days  I  have  engaged  the 
enemy.  My  force  in  camp  has  to  be  moved  forward  every  day  to  sus- 
tain the  pickets,  and  never  return  until  dark,  so,  whether  on  picket  or  off, 
they  have  no  rest. 

I  ordered  Colonel  Smith  to  leave  a  portion  of  his  command  at  Frank- 
lin, and  to  move  last  night  on  a  scout  on  the  Hillsborough  pike.  The 
result  of  the  expedition  is  not  yet  known. 

I  take  great  pride  in  this  brigade,  and  do  not  intend  that  it  shall  be 
used  up  without  advising  you  of  it.  I  intend  to  write  to  General 
Wheeler,  and  ask  him  to  come  over  and  see  for  himself  the  amount  of 
labor  1  have  to  perform.  The  enemy  were  followed  beyond  our  lines, 
and  our  pickets  are  at  their  usual  stands.  The  enemy  will  be  out  early 
in  the  morning,  and  to-morrow  will  be,  as  usual,  a  day  for  us  to  fight 
and  not  to  rest.  I  have  nothing  new  as  to  the  several  movements  of  the 
enemy. 

Most  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  WHAETON, 

Brigadier-  Oenerah 

Lieutenant-General  Leonidas  Polk, 

Commanding,  &c. 


DECEMBER  25,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Prim's  blacksmith  shop,  EdmondsoD 

pike,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood,  U.  S.  Army,  * 

[Headquarters  First  Division,  Left  Wma,] 

December  25,  1862. 

The  brigade  (Colonel  Barker's)  which  went  out  this  morning  for  forage 
is  coming  in.  Colonel  Harker  reports  having  filled  his  wagons  with 
corn,  but  had  to  fight  for  it.  He  was  attacked  in  front  and  on  the  flanks, 
and  lost  1  man  killed  outright  and  2  wounded;  one  seriously,  the  other 
slightly.  The  casualties  all  occurred  in  the  Fifty-first  Indiana  Volun- 
teers. Colonel  Harker  estimates  the  enemy  at  600,  and  says  he  was  at- 
tacked by  mounted  men  and  men  on  foot,  but  does  not  know  whether 
the  latter  were  infantry  or  dismounted  troopers.  If  we  should  move  to- 
morrow, I  beg  to  be  distinctly  informed  what  amount  of  baggage  it  is 
expected  we  will  take.  If  all  is  not  taken,  which,  I  presume,  will  hasdly 
be  done,  what  arrangements  will  be  made  with  the  remainder?  Will  it 
be  ordered  to  follow,  or  sent  to  Nashville?  Please  be  explicit,  as  it 
will  save  much  embarrassment.  Further,  is  it  expected  any  forage  will 
be  taken  ?  I  understand  the  forage  is  exhausted  on  the  Murfreesborough 
road  to  La  Vergne ;  and  if  it  were  there  to  forage  for,  scattering  our 
troops  so,  where  the  enemy  are,  would  be  hazardous.  On  the  other 
hand,  to  haul  the  bulky  forage  provided  from  the  country  will  make  an 
immense  train.  I  beg  you  will  furnish  the  necessary  information  at 
your  earliest  convenience. 

TH.  J.  WOOD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

*  See  also  Wharton's  report,  p.  164. 
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DECEMBER  26,  1862.—Capture  of  guerrilla  camp  in  Powell  Connty,  Ken- 
tucky. 

Report  of  Maj.  Gen,  Horatio  G.  Wright,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Ohio. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
January  2,  1863 — 12.15  p.  m. 

I  have  just  learned  from  Major-General  Granger  that  Major  Stivers, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  with  150  men,  who  were  ordered 
by  him  upon  a  scout,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  a  large  band  of 
guerrillas  in  the  eastern  part  of  Powell  County,  Kentucky,  on  the  26th 
ultimo,  after  traveling  all  night,  over  obscure  and  dangerous  bridle- 
paths, came  upon  their  camp  as  they  were  preparing  to  move,  dashed 
upon  them,  capturing  their  leader,  a  noted  guerrilla,  and  11  men.  The 
rest,  though  outnumbering  Major  Stivers'  force,  were  utterly  routed, 
and  escaped  into  the  dense  brush  and  mountain  gorges.  Twenty -five 
horses  and  a  large  amount  of  clothing,  blankets,  guns,  pistols,  &c., 
that  were  being  transported  to  Humphrey  Marshall's  camp,  were  also 
captured. 

H.  G.  WRIGHT, 

Major- General, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

General-in-  Chief, 


DECEMBER  26,  1862-JANUABT  5,  1863.— The  Stone's  River  or  Murfrees. 

borough,  Tenn.,  Campaign. 

stjm:]M[A-ry  om  the  principal  events. 

Dec.        26,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Frankliu,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Nolensviile,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Knob  Gap,  Tenn. 
26-27,  1862.— Skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  Tenn. 

27,  1862. — Skirmish  on  the  Jefferson  Pike,  at  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Triune,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Franklin,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  at  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge, 
Tenn. 

29,  1862.  —Skirmish  at  Lizzard's,  between  Triune  and  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,''  Tenn. 
29-30,  1862. — Skirmishes  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

30,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Jefferson,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Rock  Spring,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  at  Nolensviile,  Tenn. 

31,  1862.— Skirmish  at  Overall's  Creek,  Tenn. 

Dec.        31,  1862--Jan.  3,  1863.— Battle  of  Stone's  River,  or  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 
Jan.  I,  1863. — Skirmishes  at  Stewart's  Creek  and  La  Vergne,  Tenn. 

3,  1863. — Skirmish  at  the  Insane  Asylum,  or  Cox's  Hill,  Tenn.t 

4,  1863. — Skirmish  on  the  Manchester  pike,  Tenn. 

Skirmish  at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

*  Called  also  Wilkerson's  Cross-Roads.  t  Called  also  Blood's. 
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Jan.  5,  1863.  — Murfreesborough  occupied  by  Union  forces. 

Skirmis)?  at  Ly tie's  Creek,  on  the  Manchester  pike,  Tenn. 
Skirmish  on  the  Shelbyville  pike,  Tenn. 

RKI>ORTS,  KTC. 
ARMY  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND. 

No.    1. — Organization  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  or  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

No.  2. — Maj.  Gen.  William  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  with  congratulatory  resolutions,  orders,  &c. 

No.    3. — Return  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

No.    4. — Surg.  Ebenezer  Swift,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

No.  5. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Simmons,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
of  stores  lost  and  captured. 

No.  6. — Lieut.  Col.  John  W.  Taylor,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Quartermaster,  of  publie 
animals  and  means  of  transportation  captured  by  the  enemy,  &c.,  De- 
cember 26-January  16. 

No.  7. — Capt.  William  M.  Wiles,  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  Provost  Marshal,  of 
prisoners  captured. 

No.    8. — Capt.  Jesse  Merrill,  Chief  Signal  Officer. 

No.   9. — Col.  James  Barnett,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

No.  10. — Capt.  James  St.  C.  Morton,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  commanding  Pioneer 
Brigade. 

No.  11. — Capt.  Lyman  Bridges,  commanding  First  Battalion. 

No.  12.— Capt.  Calvin  Hood,  commanding  Second  Battalion. 

No.  13. — Capt.  Robert  Clements,  commanding  Third  Battalion. 

No.  14. — Capt.  James  H.  Stokes,  Stokes'  Illinois  battery. 

No.  15. — Maj.  Gen.  Alexander  McD.  McCook,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Right  Wing. 

No.  16. — Surg.  Clarke  McDermont,  U.  S.  Army,  Medical  Director. 

No.  17. — Brig.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  18. — Lieut.  Charles  B.  Humphrey,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery. 

No.  19. — Lieut.  Henry  E.  Stiles,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery. 

No.  20. — Col.  P.  Sidney  Post,  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  21.— Capt.  Hendrick  E.  Paine,  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  22. — Col.  Jason  Marsh,  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  23.— Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Bennett,  Seventy-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  24. — (yol.  Michael  Gooding,  Twenty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  25. — Col.  William  P.  Carlin,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

:No.  26. — Maj.  Isaac  M.  Kirby,  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Infantry. 

"No.  27. — Col.  William  E.  Woodruff,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  28. — Capt.  Wesford  Taggart,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  29.— Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Chandler,  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  30. — Brig.  Gen.  Richard  W.  Johnson,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  31. — Capt.  Peter  Simonson,  Fifth  Indiana  Battery. 

No.  32. — Capt.  Warren  P.  Edgarton,  Battery  E,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

No.  33. — Lieut.  Albert  G.  Ransom,  Battery  E,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

No.  34. — Col.  William  H.  Gibson,  Forty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  35. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  T.  Hotchkiss,  Eighty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  36.— -Lieut.  Col.  Frank  Erdelmeyer,  Thirty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  37. — Lieut.  Col.  Fielder  A.  Jones,  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  38.— Col.  William  Wallace,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  39.— Col.  Joseph  B.  Dodge,  Thirtieth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  40. — Maj.  Alexander  P.  Dysart,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 
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No.  41. — Maj.  Allen  Buckner,  Seventy -ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  42. — Maj.  Joseph  P.  Collins,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  43. — Lieut.  Col.  Orrin  D.  Hurd,  Thirtieth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  44. — Capt.  Thomas  E.  Rose,  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  45. — Col.  Philemon  P.  Baldwin,  Sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  46. — Lieut.  Col.  Hagerman  Tripp,  Sixth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  47. — Lieut.  Col.  William  W.  Berry,  Fifth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  48. — Maj.  Joab  A.  Stafford,  First  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  49.— Col.  Charles  Anderson,  Ninety- third  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  50. — Brig.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Thir^J  Division. 

No.  51. — Capt.  Henry  Hescock,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

No.  52. — Capt.  Charles  Houghtaling,  Battery  C,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

No.  53. — Capt.  Asahel  K.  Bush,  Fourth  Indiana  Battery. 

No.  54. — Col.  Nicholas  Greusel,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  55. — Capt.  Porter  C.  Olson,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  56. — Col.  Francis  T.  Sherman,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  57. — Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  McCreery,  Twenty-first  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  58. — Maj.  EUsha  C.  Hibhard,  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  59. — Lieut.  Col.  Bernard  Laiboldt,  Second  Missouri  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.  60. — Maj.  Francis  Ehrler,  Second  Missouri  Infantry. 

No.  61.~Col.  Luther  P.  Bradley,  Fifty -first  Illinois   Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  62. — Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Center. 

No.  63. — Maj.  Gen.  Lovell  H.  Rousseau,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  64. — Lieut.  Francis  L.  Guenther,  Battery  H,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

No.  65. — Col.  Benjamin  F.  Scribner,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 

No.  66. — Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  F.  Griffin,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  67. — Maj.  Anson  G.  McCook,  Second  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  68. — Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  A.  Bassford,  Ninety-fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  69. — Col.  Alfred  R.  Chapin,  Tenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  70. — Col.  John  Beatty,  Third  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  71. — Col.  John  C.  Starkweather,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  72. — Lieut.  Col.  Oliver  L.  Shepherd,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  commanding 
Fourth  (Regular)  Brigade. 

No.  73. — Capt.  Jesse  Fulmer,  Fifteenth  U.  S.  Infantry. 

No.  74. — Capt.  Robert  E.  A.  Crofton,  Sixteenth  U.  S.  Infantry. 

No.  75. — Maj.  James  N.  Caldwell,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry. 

No.  76. — Maj.  Frederick  Townsend,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry. 

No.  77. — Capt.  James  B.  Mulligan,  Nineteenth  U.  S.  Infantry. 

No.  78. — Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Negley,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  79. — Lieut.  Alban  A.  Ellsworth,  Hewett's  (Kentucky)  battery. 

No.  80. — Lieut.  Alexander  Marshall,  Battery  G,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

No.  81. — Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Spears,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of  opera- 
tions January  2-9. 

No.  82. — Col.  Joseph  A.  Cooper,  Sixth  Tennessee  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at  Cox's  Hill. 

No.  83. — Col.  Timothy  R.  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.  84. — Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  W.  Raffen,  Nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  85. — Col.  William  L.  Stoughton,  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  86. — Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  Given,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 
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-Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Elliott,  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

-CoL  John  F.  Miller,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Third 

Brigade. 
-Lieut.  Col.  William  D.  Ward,  Thirty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry. 
-Col.  James  M.  Neihling,  Twenty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 
-Col.  Granville  Moody,  Seventy-fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 
-Col.  Moses  B.  Walker,  Thirty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 
Third  Division. 
No,    93. — Col.  Daniel  McCook,  Fifty-second   Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  brigade, 
Fourth  Division. 
-Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Left  Wing. 
-Capt.  John  Mendenhall,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 
-Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  ,J.  Wood,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 
-Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  Hascall,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade  and 
First  Division,  including  skirmishes  at  La  Vergne  and  on  the  Murfrees- 
borough  pike,  at  Stewart's  Creek. 
-Maj.  Seymour  Race,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 
-Lieut.  George  Estep,  Eighth  Indiana  Battery,  including  skirmishes  at  La 

Vergne  and  on  the  Mui  freesborough  pike,  at  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge. 
-Capt.  Jerome  B.  Cox,  Tenth  Indiana  Battery. 
-Capt.  Cullen  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio  Battery. 

-Col.  George  P.  Buell,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  regiment 
and  First  Brigade,  including  skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  December  27. 
No.  103. — Col.  Frederick  A.   Bartleson,  One  hundredth  Illinois  Infantry,  including 
skirmishes  near  La  Vergne  and  at  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  December  27. 
No.  104. — Lieut.  Col.  James  T.  Embree,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 
No.  105. — Col.  Samuel  McKee,  Third  Kentucky  Infantry,  of  skirmishes  near  La  Vergne 

and  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  December  27. 
No.  106. — Maj.  Daniel  R.  Collier,  Third  Kentucky  Infantry. 
No.  107. — Capt.  William  H.  Squires,  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  including  skirmishes 

at  La  Vergne  and  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  December  27. 
No.  108. — Col.  George  D.  Wagner,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 
No.  109. — Lieut.  Col.  Gustavus  A.  Wood,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 
No.  110. — Maj.  Henry  Leaming,  Fortieth  Indiana  Infantry,  including  skirmish  at  La 

Vergne,  December  27. 
No.  111. — Col.  John  Q.  Lane,  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  Infantry. 
No.  112. — Col.  Charles  G.   Harker,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Inikntry,  commanding  Third 

Brigade. 
No.  113.— Col.  Abel  D.  Streight,  Fifty-first  Indiana  Infantry. 
No.  114. — Col.  Gilbert  Hathaway,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry. 
No.  115. — Col.  Michael  Shoemaker,  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry. 
No.  116. — Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  Mcllvain,  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 
No.  117.— Maj.  Horatio  N.  Whitbeck,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 
No.  118. — Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 
No.  119. — Surg.  Mason  G.  Sherman,  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  Acting  Medical  Director, 
No.  120.— Capt.  William  E.  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 
No.  121. — Lieut.  Nerval  Osbum,  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 
No.  122. — Lieut.  Charles  C,  Parsons,  Fourth  U.  S,  Artillery,  commanding  Batteries 

H  and  M. 
No,  123. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Cruft,  U,  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  including 

skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  December  26. 
No,  124,— Surg.  James  B.  Armstrong,  Thirty  first  Indiana  Infantry,  acting  brigade 

surgeon. 
No.  125. — Col.  John  Osborn,  Thirty-first  Indiana  Infantry,  including  skirmish  at  La 
Vergne,  December  26. 
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No.  126. — Col.  David  A.  Enyart.,  First  Kentucky  Infantry,  including  skirmisli  at  La 
Vergne,  December  26. 

No.  127.— -Col.  Thomas  D.  Sedgevrick,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry,  including  skiimish 
at  La  Vergne,  December  26. 

No.  128. — Col.  Isaac  N.  Ross,  Ninetieth  Oliio  Infantry. 

No.  129. — Col.  William  B.  Hazen,  Forty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Bri- 
gade, including  skirmishes  on  the  Jefferson  pike,  near  Stewart's  Creek 
Bridge,  December  27. 

No.  130. — Surg.  Mason  G.  Sherman,  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  acting  brigade  surgeon. 

No.  131. — Lieut.  John  L.  Chilton,  Sixth  Kentucky  Infantry,  acting  brigade  quarter- 
master. 

No.  132. — Col.  Thomas  S.  Casey,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  133.— Col.  William  H.  Blake,  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  134.— Col.  Walter  C.  Whitaker,  Sixth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  135. — Lieut.  Col.  Aquila  Wiley,  Forty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  136. — Col.  William  Grose,  Thirty- sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  137. — Surg.  Silas  H.  Kersey,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  acting  brigade  sur- 
geon. 

No.  138. — Col.  Louis  H.  Waters,  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

No.  139. — Capt.  Pyrrhus  Woodward,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  140. — Maj.  Thomas  H.  Hamrick,  Twenty-third  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  141.— Col.  Nicholas  L.  Anderson,  Sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  142. — Capt.  Armistead  T.  M.  Cockerill,  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  143. — Brig.  Gen.  Horatio  P.  Van  Cleve,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  144. — Col.  Samuel  Beatty,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Third  Division. 

No.  145. — C«pt.  George  R.  Swallow,  Seventh  Indiana  Battery. 

No.  146. — Lieut.  Alanson  J.  Stevens,  Battery  B,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery. 

No.  147. — Lieut.  Cortland  Livingston,  Third  Wisconsin  Battery. 

No.  148. — Col.  Samuel  Beatty,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  First  Brigade, 

No.  149. — Col.  Benjamin  C.  Grider,  Ninth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  regiment 
and  First  Brigade. 

No.  150. — Col.  Frederick  Knefler,  Seventy -ninth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  151.— Col.  George  H.  Cram,  Ninth  Kentucky  Infantry,  of  engagement  January  2. 

No.  152. — Maj.  Erasmus  L.  Mottley,  Eleventh  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  153. — Maj.  Charles  F.  Manderson,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  154. — Col.  James  P.  Fyffe,  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  155. — Lieut.  Col.  Simeon  C.  Aldrich,  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  156. — Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Dick,  Eighty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  157. — Maj.  Dwight  Jarvis,  jr.,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  158. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Howard,  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  159. — Col.  Samuel  W.  Price,  Twenty- first  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  160.— Col.  Bernard  F.  Mullen,  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  161. — Maj.  Green  B.  Broaddus,  Eighth  Kentucky  Infantry,  of  engagement  Janu- 
ary 2. 

No.  162.— Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  Evans,  Twenty-first  Kentucky  Infantry,  )f  engagement 
January  2. 

No.  163.— Lieut.  Col.  Richard  W.  McClain,  Fifty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  164. — Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Cummins,  Ninety-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  engagement 
January  2. 

No.  165  —Brig.  Gen.  David  S.  Stanley,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  including  skir- 
mishes near  La  Vergne,  December  27,  at  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,  Decem- 
ber 29,  Overall's  Creek,  December  31,  and  Lytle's  Creek,  January  5. 

No.  166.— Col.  John  Kennett,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Cavalry  Di- 
vision. 
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No.  107. — Lient.  Nathaniel  M.  Newell,  Battery  D,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  of  skir 
miehes  near  La  Vergne  and  Stewart's  Creek,  December  26-January  1. 

No.  168.— Col.  Robert  H.  G.  Minty,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade, including  skirmishes  at  La  Vergne,  December  26,  between  Stewart's 
Creek  and  La  Vergne,  December  30,  at  Overall's  Creek  December  31,  and 
on  Manchester  pike,  January  5. 

No.  169. — Capt.  Joseph  A.  S.  Mitchell,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  of  operations  neai 
La  Vergne,  December  29-31. 

No.  170. — Col.  Eli  H.  Murray,  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  including  skirmishes  at  La 
Vergne,  December  26,  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,  December  31,  and  on 
Manchester  pike,  January  5. 

No.  171. — Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  Dickinson,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  including  skir 
mish  at  La  Vergne,  January  1. 

No.  172. — Capt.  Frank  W.  Mix,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  at  Stewart's 
Creek  Bridge,  December  27. 

No.  173. — Lieut.  Lansingh  B.  Eldridge,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  operations 
between  Nashville  and  La  Vergne,  January  1-3. 

No.  174. — Maj.  John  E.  Wynkoop,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  including  skir- 
mishes on  the  Murfreesborough  road,  December  26-27,  at  Overall's  Creek, 
December  31,  and  on  Manchester  pike,  January  5. 

No.  175. — Col.  Lewis  Zahm,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  includ- 
ing skirmishes  at  Franklin,  December  26-27,  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads, 
December  29,  Overall's  Creek,  December  31,  La  Vergne,  January  1,  Cox's 
Hill,  January  3,  and  on  Shelby  ville  pike,  January  5. 

No.  176. — MiQ.  James  Laughlln,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  of  operations  January  1-5. 

No.  177.— Capt.  Valentine  Cupp,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  including  skirmishes  at  Franklin, 
December  26,  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,  December  29,  and  Overall's  Creek 
December  31. 

No.  178. — Lieut.  Col.  Douglas  A.  Murray,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  including  skirmishes 
at  Franklin,  December  26-27,  and  Overall's  Creek,  December  31. 

No.  179. — Maj.  James  W.  Paramore,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  including  skirmishes  at  Over- 
all's Creek,  December  31,  and  at  La  Vergne,  January  1. 

No.  180. — Maj.  John  L.  Pugh,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  including  skirmishes  at  Frank- 
lin, December  26,  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,  December  29,  and  Overall's 
Creek,  December  31. 

No.  181. — Capt.  Henry  B.  Teeter,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  of  operations  December  31. 

No.  182. — Maj.  Robert  Klein,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry  (unattached),  including  skir- 
mishes at  Triune,  December  27,  and  near  Overall's  Creek,  December  31. 

No.  183. — Lieut.  William  S.  Hall,  adjutant  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry. 

No.  184. — Capt.  Elmer  Otis,  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  including  skirmishes  at  Overall's 
Creek,  December  31,  and  on  the  Manchester  pike,  January  5. 

No  185. — Col.  William  P.  Innes,  First  Michigan  Engineers,  of  attack  on  wagon-train 
near  La  Vergne,  January  1. 

No.  186. — ^Lieut.  Col.  John  G.  Parkhurst,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  inclnding  skir- 
mish near  Overall's  Creek,  December  31. 

No.  187. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  W.  Burke,  Tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations  December 
31-January  22. 

ARMY  OF  TENNESSEE. 

No.  188. — General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Western  Depart- 
ment, with  congratulatory  orders. 

No.  189. — Organization  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

No.  190. — General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  Tennessee,  with 
congratulatory  orders. 

No.  191. — Return  of  casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces. 
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No.  192. — Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  Corps,  v^ith  re 
suiting  correspondence. 

No.  193. — Maj.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Cheathamj  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division. 

No.  194. — Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  S.  Donelson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  195. — Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Anderson,  Eighth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  196. — Col.  John  H.  Savage,  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  197. — Col.  John  C.  Carter,  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  198. — Col.  John  Chester,  Fifty-first  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  199. — Col.  S.  S.  Stanton,  Eighty-fourth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  200. — Lieut.  L.  G.  Marshall,  Carnes'  Tennessee  battery. 

No.  201. — Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  202. — Col.  Oscar  F.  Strahl,  Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  Fourth  and 
Fifth  Regiments. 

No.  203. — Col.  Francis  M.  Walker,  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  204. — Maj.  S.  E.  Shannon,  Twenty-fourth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  205. — Col.  E.  E.  Tansil,  Thirty-fijst  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  Thirty-first 
and  Thirty-third  Regiments. 

No.  206. — Capt.  T.  J.  Stanford,  Mississippi  battery. 

No.  207. — Brig.  Gen.  George  Maney,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  208.— Col.  H.  R.  Feild,  First  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  209. — Col.  James  A.  McMurry,  Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  210. — Maj.  John  L.  Harris,  Sixth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  Sixth  and  Ninth 
Regiments. 

No.  211. — Lieut.  William  B.  Turner,  Smith's  Mississippi  battery. 

No.  212. — Col.  A.  J.  Vaughan,  jr.,  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  Fourth 
Brigade. 

No.  213. — Capt.  R.  F.  Lanier,  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  214. — Maj.  J.  B.  Johnson,  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  215. — Lieut.  Col.  Michael  Magevney,  jr..  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  Tennessee 
Infantry  Senior  Regiment. 

No.  216.— Col.  William  H.  Young,  Ninth  Texas  Infantry. 

No.  217. — Capt.  W.  L.  Scott,  Tennessee  battery. 

No.  218.— Lieut.  W.  M.  Polk,  Scott's  Tennessee  battery. 

No.  219. — Maj.  Gen.  Jones  M.  Withers,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Division. 

No.  220. — Capt.  Felix  H.  Robertson,  Florida  battery,  Deas'  brigade. 

No.  221. — Brig.  Gen.  J.  Patton  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  WalthalPs  brigade. 

No.  222.~Capt.  Overton  W.  Barret,  Missouri  battery. 

No.  223. — Capt.  David  D.  Waters,  Alabama  battery,  Anderson's  brigade. 

No.  224. — Lieut.  Gen.  William  J.Hardee,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  Corps. 

No.  225. — Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Division, 
with  appendix  by  General  Bragg. 

No.  226. — Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  W.  Adams,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  227. — Col.  Randall  L.  Gibson,  Thirteenth  Louisiana  Infantry,  commanding  Thir- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Regiments  and  Adams'  brigade. 

No.  228. — Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Maury,  Thirty-second  Alabama  Infantry. 

No.  229. — Maj.  F.  C.  Zacharie,  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana  Infantry,  commanding  Six_ 
teenth  and  Twenty -fifth  Regiments. 

No.  230. — Maj.  J.  E.  Austin,  Fourth  Louisiana  Battalion  (sharpshooters). 

No.  231.— Lieut.  W.  C.  D.  Vaught,  Fifth  Company,  Washington  Light  Artillery. 

No.  232. — Col.  Joseph  B.  Palmer,  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding  regi- 
ment and  Second  Brigade. 

No.  233. — Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  234. — Brig.  Gen.  William  Preston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  235.— Col.  William  Miller,  First  Florida  Infantry,  commanding  First  and  Third 
Regiments. 
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No.  236. — Col.  W.  L.  L.  Bowen,  Fourth  Florida  Infantry. 

No.  237. — Maj.  John  T.  Lesley,  Fourth  Florida  Infantry. 

No.  238. — Col.  Joseph  A.  McDowell,  Sixtieth  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

No.  239.— Col.  T.  B.  Smith,  Twentieth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

No.  240. — Maj.F.  Claybrooke,  Twentieth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  241. — Lieut.  John  W.  Mebane,  Wright's  Tennessee  battery. 

No.  242. — Col.  Robert  P.  Trabue,  Fourth  Kentucky  Infantry,  commanding  Fourth  Bri- 
gade. 

No.  243. — Lieut.  Col.  M.  L.  Stansel,  Forty-first  Alabama  Infantry. 

No.  244. — Maj.  James  W.  Hewitt,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  246. — Col.  Joseph  H.  Lewis,  Sixth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  246.— Col.  Thomas  H.  Hunt,  Ninth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

No.  247. — Capt.  Robert  Cobb,  Kentucky  battery. 

No.  248. — Brig.  Gen.  John  K.  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  249.— Maj.  Charles  P.  Daniel,  Fifth  Georgia  Infantry. 

No.  250. — Maj.  Jesse  J.  Cox,  Second  Georgia  Battalion  Sharpshooters. 

No.  251. — Lieut.  Col.  A.  McNeill,  Eighth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

No.  252. — Lieut.  Harvey  H.  Cribbs,  Lumsden's  (Alabama)  battery. 

No.  253.— Maj.  Gen.  Patrick  R.  Cleburne,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 

No.  254. — Brig.  Gen.  Lucius  E.  Polk,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  255. — Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Key,  Helena  Battery. 

No.  256. — Brig.  Gen.  St.  John  R.  Liddell,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.  257. — Col.  Daniel  C.  Govan,  Second  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  258. — Lieut.  Col.  Reuben  F.  Harvey,  Second  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  259. — Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Murray,  Fifth  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  260. — Maj.  William  F.  Douglass,  Sixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  commanding  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Regiments. 

No.  261. — Col.  John  H.  K^ly,  Eighth  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  262. — Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Baucum,  Eighth  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  263. — Lieut.  H.  Shannon,  Warren  Light  Artillery.  f 

No.  264. — Brig.  Gen.  Bushrod  R.  Johnson,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  285. — Lieut.  James  B.  Lake,  ,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 

No.  266. — Lieut.  Col.  Watt  W.  Floyd,  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  267. — Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Keeble,  Twenty-third  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  268.~Col.  John  M.  Hughs,  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  Infftntry, 

No.  269. — Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Davis,  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  270. — Capt.  C.  G.  Jamagin,  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  271.— Col.  John  S.  Fulton,  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  272. — Capt.  Putnam  Darden,  Jefferson  Artillery. 

No.  273.— Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  M.  Wood,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth  Brigade,  in- 
cluding skirmish  on  the  Nolensville  road,  December  27. 

No.  274.— Col.  William  B.  Wood,  Sixteenth  Alabama  Infantry,  including  skirmish  at 
Triune,  December  27. 

No.  275. — Ool.  Samuel  Adams,  Thir*y-third  Alabama  Infantry. 

No.  276. — Maj.  J.  F.  Cameron,  Third  Confederate  Infantry. 

No.  277.— Lieut.  Col.  R.  Charlton,  Forty-fifth  Mississippi  Infantry,  including  skir- 
mishes near  Triune,  December  27. 

No.  278.— Capt.  A.  T.  Hawkins,  Fifteenth  Battalion,  Mississippi  Sharpshooters. 

No.  279. — Capt.  Henry  C.  Semple,  Alabama  Battery. 

No.  280.— Maj.  Gen.  John  P.  McCown,  C.  S.  Army,  commending  division,  Smith's  cc  rps. 

No.  281.— Capt.  J.  D.  Allison, ,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 

No.  282.— Maj.  George  M.  Mathes, ,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

No.  283.— Brig,  Gen.  M.  D.  Ector,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.  234.— Col.  M.  F.  Locke,  C.  S.  Army,  Tenth  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted). 

No.  285.— Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Bounds,  Eleventh  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted). 
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No.  286 — Col.  J.  L.  Camp,  Fourteenth  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted). 

No.  287. — Col.  Julius  A.Andrews,  Fifteenth  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted). 

No.  288. — Capt.  James  P.  Douglas,  Texas  Battery. 

No.  289. — Col.  Robert  B.  Vance,  Twenty -ninth  North  Carolina  Infantry,  commanding 
regiment  and  Second  Brigade. 

No.  290.— Lieut.  Col.  M.  A.  Stovall,  Third  Georgia  Battalion. 

No.  291. — Maj.  Joseph  T.  Smith,  Ninth  Georgia  Battalion. 

No.  292.— Lieut.  Col.  William  Thedford,  Eleventh  Tennessee  Infantry. 

No.  293.— Lieut.  W.  A.  McDuffie,  Eufaula  Light  Artillery. 

No.  294. — Brig.  Gen.  E.  McNair,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

No.  295. — Col.  Robert  W.  Harper,  First  Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles,  commanding  regi- 
ment and  Third  Brigade. 

No.  296. — Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Williamson,  Second  Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles  (dis- 
mounted). 

No.  297. — Col.  H.  G.  Bunn,  Fourth  Arkansas  Infantry, 

No.  298. — Capt.  William  A.  Cotter,  Thirtieth  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  299. — Maj.  J.  A.  Ross,  Fourth  Arkansas  Battalion. 

No.  300. — Capt.  John  T.  Humphreys,  Arkansas  Battery. 

No.  301. — Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler,  C.  S.  Army,  Chief  of  Cavalry,  including  skir- 
mishes at  and  near  La  Vergue,  December  26  and  30,  and  January  1 ;  at 
Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  December  27  ;  at  Stewart^s  Creek,  December  28 ; 
at  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,  December  29 ;  at  Cox's,  or  Blood's  Hill,  Jan- 
uary 3 ;  at  Murfreesborough,  January  4 ;  on  Manchester  pike,  January  5; 
at  Mill  Creek  Bridge,  January  8 ;  near  Nashville,  January  12 ;  and  cap- 
ture of  transports,  January  13,  14,  and  17,  and  of  construction  train  at 
Antioch,  January  25. 

No.  302. — Capt.  T.  H.  Mauldin,  Third  Alabama  Cavalry,  Wheeler's  brigade,  including 
skirmishes  December  26-January  5.  • 

No.  303. — Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Webb,  Fifty-first  Alabama  Partisan  Rangers,  including 
skirmishes  December  26-January  5. 

No.  304. — Capt.  J.  H.  Wiggins,  Arkansas  Battery,  including  skirmishes  at  La  Vergne 
December  26-27. 

No.  305. — Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Wharton,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry  brigade. 

No.  306. — Brig.  Gen.  Abraham  Buford,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry  brigade,  in- 
cluding skirmishes  December  31-January  3. 

No.  307.— The  Confederate  Roll  of  Honor. 

No.  1. 

Organization  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  or  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Maj.  Gen,  William  8.  Rosecrans,  JJ.  S.  Army,  commanding,  December 
26,  1SQ2-January  6,  1863* 

ASTLLLSBT. 

Col.  James  Bakniett. 

PROVOST  GUABD. 

10th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  W.  Burke. 

GENERAL  ESCORT. 

AndersoM  Troop,  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Lieut.  Thomas  S.  Maple. 

*  Arranged  according  to  the  numerical  designation  of  the  divisions  and  brigades 
as  prescribed  in  General  Orders,  No.  41,  Headquarters  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  De- 
partment of  the  Cumberland,  December  19,  1862. 
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RIGHT  WING. 

Maj.  Gen.  Alexander  McD.  McCook 

First  (late  Ninth)  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis. 

Escort. 

Wth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Capt.  Samuel  B.  Sherer. 
iM    Kentucky  Cavalry,  Company  G : 

Capt.  Miller  R.  McCullocli. 

Lieut.  Harvey  S.  Park. 


Mnt  {late  Thirtieth)  Brigade. 

Col.  P.  SiDVK'i  Post. 

59tli  Illinois,  Capt.  Hendrick  E.  Paine. 
74th  Illinois,  Col.  Jason  Marsh. 
75th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Bennett. 
22d    Indiana,  Ool.  Michael  Gooding. 


Second  {late  Thirty-first)  Brigade, 
Col.  William  P.  Caslix. 

2l8t  Illinois : 

Col.  J.  W.  S.  Alexander. 

Lieut.  Col.  Warren  E.  McMackin. 
38th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  H.  Gil- 
mer. 
lOlst  Ohio: 

Col.  Leander  Stem. 

Lieut.  Col.  Moses  F.  Wooster. 

Maj.  Isaac  M.  Kirby. 

Capt.  Bedan  B.  McDonald. 
15th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Hans  C.  Heg. 


Third  {late  Thirty-second)  Brigade, 
Col.  William  E.  Woodruff. 

25th  Illinois: 

Maj.  Richard  H.Nodine. 

Col.  Thomas  D.  Williams. 

Capt.  Wesford  Taggart. 
35th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  William  P.  Chandler. 
61st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Timberlake. 

Artillery,* 

?(1    Minnesota  Battery,  Capt.  William  A.  Hotcfaldai. 
5th  Wisconsin  Battery : 

Capt.  Oscar  F.  Pinney. 

Lieut.  Charles  B.  Humphrey. 
8th  Wisconsin  Battery : 

Capt.  Stephen  J.  Carpenter.   . 

Sergt.  Obadiah  German. 

Lieut.  Henry  E.  Stiles. 

Second  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richard  W,  Johnson. 

First  {late  Sixth)  Brigade. 


i 


(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  August  Willich. 
(2.)  Col.  William  Wallace. 
(3.)  Col.  William  H.  Gibson. 

89th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  T.  Hotch- 

kiss. 
32d  Indiana,   Lieut.  Col.  Frank    Erdel- 

meyer. 
39th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Fielder  A.  Jones. 


15th  Ohio : 

Col.  William  Wallace. 

Capt.  A.  R.  Z  Dawson. 

Col.  William  Wallace. 
49th  Ohio: 

Col.  William  H.  Gibson. 

Lieut.  Col.  Levi  Drake. 

Capt.  Samuel  F.  Gray. 


*  The  Second  Minnesota  was  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade  Fifth  Wisconsin  to 
the  First  Brigade,  and  Eighth  Wisconsin  to  the  Third  Brigade. 


176 


KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TElMN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA      .Chap.  XXXIl 


Second  (late  Fifth)  Brigade. 


(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  N.  Kirk. 
(2.)  Col.  Joseph  B.  Dodge. 

34th  Illinois : 

Lieut.  Col.  Hiram  W.  Bristol. 

Maj.  Alexander  P.  Dysart. 
79thIlUnoi8: 

Col.  Sheridan  P.  Eead. 

Maj.  Allen  Buckner. 


29th  Indiana : 

Lieut.  Col.  David  M.  Dunn 

Maj.  Joseph  P.  Collins. 
30th  Indiana : 

Col.  Joseph  B.  Dodge. 

Lieut.  Col.  Orrin  D.  Hurd. 
77th  Pennsylvania : 

Lieut.  Col.  Peter  B.  Housum. 

Capt.  Thomas  E.  Hone. 


Third  {late  Fourih)  Brigade. 

Col.  Philemon  P.  Baldwin. 

6th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Hagerman  Tripp. 
5th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  William  W.  Bottt 
Ist  Ohio,  Maj.  Joab  A.  Stafford. 
93d  Ohio,  Col.  Charles  Anderson. 

Artillery.* 

5th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Peter  Simonson. 

let  Ohio,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  Edmund  B.  Belding. 

Ist  Ohio,  Battery  E,  Capt.  Warren  P.  Edgarton. 

Cavalry. 

3d  Indiana,  Companies  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  Maj.  Robert  Klein. 

Third  (late  Eleventh)  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 

Escort, 

2d  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Company  L,  Lieut.  Josf  ph  T.  Forman. 


First  (late  Thirty-seventh)  Brigade. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  W.  Sill. 
(2.)  Col.  Nicholas  Greusbl. 

36th  Illinois : 

Col.  Nicholas  Greusel. 

Maj.  Silas  Miller. 

Capt.  Porter  C.  Olson. 
8dth  Illinois,  Col.  Francis  T.  Sherman. 
21st  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  Mc- 

Creery. 
24th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Elisha  C.  Hibbard. 


Second  (late  Thirty-fifth)  Brigade. 

(1.)   Col.  FREDKRrCK    SCHAEFER. 

(2.)  Lieut.  Col.  Bernard  Laiboldt, 

44th  Illinois,  Capt.  Wallace  W.  Barrett. 
73d  Illinois,  Maj.  Willi;i.;i  A.  Presson.  . 
2d   Missouri: 

Lieut.  Col.  Bernard  Laiboldt. 
Maj.  Francis  Ehrler. 
15th  Missouri,  Lieut.  Cik  John  Weber 


Third  Brigade. i 

(1.)  Col.  George  W.  Roberts. 
(2.)  CoL  Luther  P.  Bradley. 

22d   Illinois: 

Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Swanwick. 

Capt.  Samuel  Johnson. 
27th  lUinois : 

Col.  Fazilo  A.  Harrington. 

Maj.  William  A.  Schmitt. 
42d   Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathan  H.  Walwortn. 
51st  Illinois: 

Col.  Luther  P.  Bradley. 

Capt.  Henry  F.  Wescott. 


•The  Fifth  Indiana  was  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade,  Battery  A  to  the  First  Bri- 
gade^ and  Battery  E  to  the  Second  Brigade, 
t  Formerly  First  Brigade,  Thirteenth  Division. 
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Artillei-y.* 

Capt.  Henry  Hescock. 

let  Illinois,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Charles  Houghtaling. 
4th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Asahel  K.  Bush, 
let  Missouri,  Battery  G,  Capt.  Henry  Hescock. 

CENTER. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas. 

PROVOST  GUARD. 

9th  Michigan,  Col.  John  G.  Parkhnrst. 

First  (late  Third)  Division. 

Maj.  Gen.  Lovell  H.  Rousseau. 


Mrst  { late  Ninth)  Brigade. 
Col.  Benjamin  F.  Scribner. 

38th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  F.  Grif- 
fin. 
2d   Ohio: 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Kell. 
Maj.  Anson  G.  McCook. 

33d   Ohio,  Capt.  Ephraim  J.  Ellis. 

94th  Ohio: 

Col.  Joseph  W.  Frizell. 

Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  A.  Bassford. 

10th  Wisconsin,  Col.  Alfred  R.  Chapin. 

Second  (late  Seventeenth)  Brigade. 
Col.  John  Beatty. 

42d  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Shank- 

lin. 
88th  Indiana : 

Col.  George  Humphrey. 

Lieut.  Col.  Cyrus  E.  Briant. 
15th  Kentucky: 

Col.  James  B.  Forraan. 

Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  R.  Snider. 
3d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Orris  A.  Lawson. 


Third  (late  Twenty-eighth)  Brigade. 
Col.  John  C.  Starkweather, 

24th  Illinois,  Col.  Geza  Mihalotzy. 

79th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Henry  A,  Ham- 
bright. 
Ist  Wisconsin,  Lieut.    Col.    George    B. 
Bingham. 

21st  Wisconsin,  Lieut.  Col.  Harrison  C. 
Hobart. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Oliver  L.  Shepherd. 

15th  United  States,  Ist  Battalion : 
Maj.  John  H.  Kmg. 
Capt.  Jesse  Fulmer. 

loth  United  States,    Ist  Battalion,    and 
Company  B,  2d  Battalion  : 
Maj.  Adam  J.  Slemmer. 
Capt.  R.  E.  A.  Crofton. 

18th  United  States,  1st  Battalion,  and  Com- 
panies A  and  D,  3d  Battalion,  Maj. 
James  N.  Caldwell. 

18th  United  States,  2d  Battalion,  and  Com- 
panies B,  C,  E,  and  F,  3d  Battalion, 
Maj.  Frederick  Townsend. 

19th  United  States,  Ist  Battalion : 
Maj,  Stephen  D.  Carpenter. 
Capt.  James  B\  Mulligan. 


Artillery. i 

Capt.  Cyrus  O.  Loomis. 

Kentucky,  Battery  A,  Capt.  David  C.  Stone. 

1st  Michigan,  Battery  A,  Lieut.  George  W.  Van  Pelt. 

5th  United  States,  Battery  H,  Lieut.  Francis  L.  Guenther. 

Cavalry. 

2d  Kentucky  (six  companies),  Maj.  Thomas  P.  Nicholas. 

*  Battery  C  was  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade,  Fourth  Indiana  to  the  First  Brigade, 
and  Battery  G  to  the  Second  Brigade. 

t Battery  A,  Kentucky,  was  attached  to  the  Third  Brigade;  Battery  A,  First  Michi- 
gan, to  the  Second  Brigade,  and  Battery  H,  Fifth  United  States,  to" the  Fourth'Bri- 
gade. 
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Second  (late  Eighth)  Division. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  S.  Negley. 


First  (Jate  Tioentu -fifth)  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Spears. 

l8t  Tennessee,  Col.  Robert  K.  Byrd. 
2d   Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Mel- 
ton. 
3d   Tennessee,  Col.  Loonidas  C.  Houk. 
5tli  Tennessee,  Col.  James  T.  Shelley. 
6th  Tennessee,  Col.  Joseph  A.  Cooper. 


Socond  (late  Tiventy-ninth)  Brigade. 
Col.  Timothy  R.  Stanley. 

19th  Illinois : 

Col.  Joseph  R.  Scott, 

Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  W.  Ralfen. 
11th  Michigan,  Col. William  L.  StougLton 
18th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  Given. 
69tb  Ohio: 

Col.  Willian.  B.  CassiFy. 

Maj.  Eli  J.  Hickcox. 

Capt.  David  Putnam. 

Capt.  Joseph  H.  Brigham. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Elliott. 

Third  (late  Seventh)  Brigade. 
Col.  John  F.  Miller. 

37th  Indiana : 

Col.  James  S.  Hull. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  D.  Ward. 
Slst  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  Neibling. 
74th  Ohio,  Col.  Granville  Moody. 
78th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  William  Sirwell. 

Artillery. 

Kentucky,  Battery  B,  Lieut.  Alban  A.  Ellsworth, 
let  Ohio,  Battery  G,  Lieut.  Alexander  Marshall, 
let  Ohio,  Battery  M,*  Capt.  Frederick  Schultz. 

Third  (late  First)  Division.! 

Brig.  Gen.  Speed  S.  Fry. 

Escort. 

2d  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Company  B,  Captain  Henry  E.  Collins. 


First  BHgade. 

Col.  Moses  B.  Walker. 

82d  Indiana,  Col.  Morton  C.  Hunter. 
12th  Kentucky,  Col.  William  A.  Hoskins. 
17th  Ohio,  Col.  John  M.  Conuell. 
31st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Frederick  W.  Lister. 
38th  Ohio,  Col.  Edward  H.  Phelps. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  John  M.  Harlan. 

10th  Indiana,  Col.  William  B.  Carroll. 
74th  Indiana,  Col.  Charles  W.  Chapman. 
4th  Kentucky,  Col.  John  T.  Croxton. 
10th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  William    H. 

Hays. 
14th  Ohio,  Col.  George  P.  Este. 


Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  James  B.  Steedman. 

87th  Indiana,  Col.  Kline  G.  Shryock. 

2d  Minnesota,  Col.  James  (3reorge. 

9th  Ohio,  Col.  Gustavo  Kammeriing. 
35th  Ohio,  Col.  Ferdinand  Van  Derveer. 


•Attached  to  Second  Brigade. 

t  The  First  Brigade  (except  the  Twelfth  Kentucky)  and  Church's  battery  were  the 
only  troops  of  this  division  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Stone's  River.  All  commanders 
are  given  as  they  stood  December  31,  1862. 
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Artillery. 

Ist  Biiohigan,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Josiah  W.  Church, 
let  Ohio,  Battery  C,  Capt.  Daniel  K.  Southwick. 
4th  United  States,  Battery  I,  Lieut.  Frank  G.  Smith. 

Fourth  (late  Seventh)  Division. 
Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Mitchell. 


Finrat  Brigade.* 

Brig.  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan. 

lOtli  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  McLain  F.  Wood. 
16th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  James  B.  Cahill. 
60th  Illinois,  Col.  Silas  C.  Toler.t 
10th  Michigan,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  J.  Dicker- 

son.t 
14th  Michigan : 

Lieut.  Col.  Myndert  W.  Quacken- 
bush-t 

Lieut.  Col,  Milton  L.  Phillips. 


Second  {late  Thirty-sixth)  Brigade, 

Col.  Daniel  McCook. 

85th  Illinois,  Col.  Robert  S.  Moore. t 
86th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  David  W.  Magee. 
125th  Illinois,  Col.  Oscar  F.  Harmon. 
52d  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  D.  D.  T.  Cowen.t 


Cavalry. 

2d  Indiana,  Company  A,  Capt.  John  G.  Kessler. 
5th  Kentucky,  Maj.  John  Q.  Owsley. 
3d  Tennessee,  Col.  William  C.  Pickens.  $ 

Artillery.  . 

2d  Illinois,  Battery  I,  Capt.  Charles  M.  Bamett. 
10th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  Yates  V.  Beebe.|| 

Unattached  Infantry. 

8th  Kansas  (five  companies).  Col.  John  A.  Martin. 
Ist  Middle  (10th)  Tennessee,  Col.  Alvan  C.  Gillem. 

Artillery  Eeserve. 

11th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Arnold  Sutermeister. 
12th  Indiana  Battery,  Lieut.  James  A.  Dunwoody. 
Ist  Michigan,  Battery  E,  Capt.  John  J.  Ely. 

FiETH  (late  Twelfth)  Division. IT 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds. 


First  (late  Thirty-third)  Brigade. 

Col.  Albert  S.  Hall. 

80th  Illinois,  Col.  Thomas  G.  Allen. 
123d    Illinois,  Col.  James  Monroe. 
lOlst  Indiana,  Col.  William  Garver. 
105th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  R.  Tolles. 


Second  (late  Fortieth)  Brigade, 

Col.  Abram  O.  Miller. 

98th  Illinois,  Col.  John  J.  Funkhousw. 
17th  Indiana,  Col.  John  T.  Wilder. 
72d   Indiana,  Maj.  Henry  M.  Carr. 
75th  Indiana,  Col.  Milton  S.  Robinson. 


Artillery. 

18th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Eli  Lilly. 

19th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Samuel  J.  Harris. 


*  Formerly  Second  Brigade,  Thirteenth  Division. 

t  Eight  companies  Sixtieth  Illinois,  two  companies  Tenth  Michigan,  and  five  coiii- 
panies  Fifty-second  Ohio,  detached  under  command  of  Col.  Daniel  McCook,  and  e^- 
gaged  in  sMrmiah  at  Cox's  Hill,  January  3. 

t  Detached  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Spears,  January  2  and  3,  and,  with 
the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  center,  particix)ated  in  the  battle  of  Stone's  River, 
January  3. 

$  Detachments  with  General  Spears  and  Colonel  McCook,  January  2  and  3. 

II  Two  sections  with  General  Spears,  January  2-5. 

Note. — The  exceptions  indicated  in  foregoing  notes  were  the  only  troops  of  the 
Fourth  Division  taking  part  in  the  movement  from  Nashville  to  Murfreesborongh. 

IT  Not  engaged  at  Stone's  River.    Commanders  given  as  they  stood  December  31, 1862. 
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LEFT  WING. 
Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Crittenden. 


First  (late  Sixth)  Division. 

fl.>  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood. 
(2.)  Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  Hascali.. 


First  (late  Fifteenth)  Brigade. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  Hascall. 
(2.)  Col.  George  P.  Buell. 

100th  Illinois,  Col.  Frederick  A.  Bartleson. 
58tli  Indiana : 

Col.  George  P.  Bnell. 
Lieut.  Col.  James  T.  Embree. 
3d    Kentucky : 

Col.  Samuel  McKee. 
Maj.  Daniel  R.  Collier. 
26th  Ohio,  Capt.  William  H.  Squires. 


Second  (late  Twenty -first)  Brigade. 
Col.  George  D.  Wagner. 

15th  Indiana,  Lieut.    Col.    Gustavns  A 

Wood. 
40th  Indiana : 

Col.  John  W.  Blake. 

Lieut.  Col.  Elias  Neff. 

Maj.  Henry  Learning. 
57th  Indiana : 

Col.  Cyrus  C.  Hines. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Lennard. 

Capt.  John  S.  McGraw. 
97th  Ohio,  Col.  John  Q.  Lane. 


Third  (late  JkDentieth)  Brigade. 

Col.  Charles  G.  ELirker. 

Slst  Indiana,  Col.  Abel  D.  Streight. 
73d    Indiana,  Col.  Gilbert  Hathaway. 
13th  Michigan,  Col.  Michael  Shoemaker. 
64th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  Mcllyain. 
65th  Ohio : 

Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  Cassil. 

Maj.  Horatio  N.  Whitbeck. 


Artillery.* 

Maj.  Seymour  Race. 

8th  Indiana  Battery,  Lieut  George  Estep. 
10th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  Jerome  B.  Cox. 
6th  Ohio  Battery,  Capt.  CuUen  Bradley. 


Second  (late  Fourth)  Division. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Palmer. 


First  (late  Ttcenty-second)  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Crupt. 

ilst  Indiana,  Col.  John  Osborn. 

1st  Kentucky,  Col.  David  A.  Enyart. 

2d    Kentucky,  Col.  Thomas  D.    Sedge- 
wick. 
90th  Ohio,  Col.  Isaac  N.  Ross. 


Second  (late  Nineteenth)  Brigade, 

Col.  William  B.  Hazen. 

110th  Illinois,  Col.  Thomas  S.  Casey. 
9th  Indiana,  Col.  William  H.  Blake. 
6th  Kentucky,  Col.  Walter  C.  Whita- 
ker. 
41st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Aquila  Wiley. 


*  The  Eighth  Battery  was  attached  to  the  First  Brigade,  the  Tenth  Battery  to  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  and  the  Sixth  Battery  to  the  Third  Brigade. 
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Third  (late  Tenth)  Brigade, 

Col.  WiJLLiAM  Grose. 

84th  Illinois,  Col.  Lonis  H.  Waters. 
•  36tli  Indiana: 

Maj.  Isaac  Kinley. 

Capt.  Pyrrhus  Woodward. 
23d    Kentucky,  Maj.  Thomas  H.  Hamriok. 
6th  Ohio,  Col.  Nicholas  L.  Anderson. 
24th  Ohio : 

Col.  Frederick  C.  Jones. 

Maj.  Henry  Terry. 

Capt.  Enoch  Weller. 

Capt.  A.  T.  M.  CockeriU. 

Artillery. 

Capt.  William  E.  STAin>ABT. 

Ist  Ohio,  Battery  B,  Capt.  William  E  Standart. 
1st  Ohio,  Battery  F  : 

Capt.  Daniel  T.  CockeriU. 

Lieut.  Norval  Osbum. 
4th  United  States,  Batteries  H  and  M,  Lieut.  Charles  C.  Parsons. 


Third  (late  Fifth)  Division. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  Horatio  P.  Van  Clevb. 
(2.)  Col.  Samuel  Beatty. 


Fir9t  (late  Eleventh)  Brigade. 

.  (1.J  Col.  Samuel  Beatty. 
(2.)  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Grider. 

79th  Indiana,  Col.  Frederick  Knefler. 
9th  Kentucky : 

Col.  Benjamin  C.  Grider. 

Lieut.  Col.  George  H.  Cram, 
nth  Kentucky,  Maj.  Erasmus  L.  Mottley. 
19th  Ohio,  Maj.  Charles  F.  Manderson. 


Second  (late  Fotirteenth)  Brigade, 
Col.  James  P.  Fyffb. 

44th  Indiana : 

Col.  William  C.  Williams. 

Lieut.  Col.  Simeon  C.  Aldrich. 
86th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Dick. 
13th  Ohio : 

Col.  Joseph  G.  Hawkins. 

Maj.  D wight  Jarvis,  jr. 
59th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Howard. 


Third  (late  Ikcenty-third)  Brigade. 

Col.  Samuel  W.  Price. 

35th  Indiana,  Col.  Bernard  F.  Mullen. 
8th  Kentucky : 

Lieut.  Col.  Reuben  May. 

Maj.  Green  B.  Broaddus. 
21st  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  James  C.  EvaiiB. 
51st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  W.  McClain. 
99th  Ohio: 

Col.  Peter  T.  Swaine. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Cumiuins. 

Artillery. 

Capt.  George  R.  Swallow. 

7th  Indiana  Battery,  Capt.  George  R.  Swallow. 
Pennsylvania,  Battery  B  (26th),  Lieut.  Alanson  J.  StevMis. 
3d  Wisconsin  Battery,  Lieut.  Cortland  Livingston. 
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CAVALRY. 

Brig.  Gen.  David  S.  Stanley. 

Cavalry  Division. 

Col.  John  Kennett. 


First  Brigade. 
Col.  Robert  H.  G.  Minty. 

2d    Indiana,  Company  M,  Capt.  J.  A.  S. 

Mitchell. 
3d    Kentucky,  Col.  Eli  H.  Murray. 
4th  Michigan,   Lieut.    Col.   William   H. 

Dickinson. 
7th  Pennsylvania,  Maj.  ,Tohn  E.  Wynkoop. 


Second  Brigade. 
Col.  Leayis  Zahm. 

let  Ohio: 

Col.  Minor  Milliken. 

Maj.  James  Laughlin. 
3d   Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Douglas  A.  Murray 
4th  Ohio,  Maj.  JohnL.  Pugh. 


Artillery. 
1st  Ohio,  Battery  D  (section),  Lieut.  Nathaniel  M.  Newell. 

RESERVE  cavalry.* 

15th  Pennsylvania : 

Maj.  Adolph  G.  Rosengarten. 
Maj.  Frank  B.  Ward. 
Capt.  Alfred  Vezin. 
1st  Middle  (5th)  Tennessee,  Col.  William  B.  Stokes. 
2d   Tennessee,  Col.  Daniel  M.  Ray. 

UNATTACHED. 

4th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Capt.  Elmer  Otis. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

PIONEER    BRIGADE. 

Capt.  James  St.  C.  Morton. 

1st  Battalion,  Capt.  Lyman  Bridges. 

2d   Battalion,  Capt.  Calvin  Hood. 

3d   Battalion,  Capt.  Robert  Clements. 

Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Stokes'  battery,  Capt.  James  H.  Stokes. 

ENGINEERS  AND    MECHANICS. 

1st  Michigan,  Col.  William  P.  Innes. 

Post  op  Gallatin,  TBNN.t 
Brig.  Gen.   Eleazer  A.  Painb. 

Wdrd^s  (late  Eighth)  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  T.  Ward. 

102d   Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  C.  Smith. 
105th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  F.  Vallette. 

70th  Indiana,  Col.  Benjamin  Harrison. 

79th  Ohio,  Col.  Henry  G.  Kennett. 
Indiana  Light  Artillery,  13th  Battery,  Capt.  Benjamin  S.  Nioklin. 

Cavalry. 

1st  Kentucky,  Col.  Frank  Wolford. 
7th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  John  K.  Faulkner. 
11th  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Riley. 

•  Under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Stanley,  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
t  Not  engaged  at  Stone's  River.     Commanders  given  as  they  stood  December  31, 
1862. 
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Ko.  2. 

Reports  of  Maj,  Gen.  William  S,  Bosecrans,  U,  S.  Army,  commanding 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  with  congratulatory  resolutions,  orders,  &c. 

La  Yergne,  Tenn.,  December  28, 
By  messenger  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  December  31,  1862 — noon. 

Our  advance  was  delayed  one  day.  The  right  wing,  under  McCook, 
drove  Hardee^s  skirmishers  18  miles  down  the  i^olensville  pike,  and  ad- 
vanced on  Triune  for  battle.  A  heavy  fog  delayed  this  advance,  and 
gave  Hardee  time  to  escape  toward  Murfreesborough.  Our  left  wing 
drove  the  enemy  on  the  main  Murfreesborough  turnpike  with  heavy 
skirmishing,  and  seized  all  the  bridges  over  Stewart^s  Creek  last  night, 
by  dark.  Our  total  loss  on  both  lines  does  not  exceed  20  killed,  100 
wounded,  and  10  missing.  We  have  some  50  prisoners.  Our  center 
crossed  from  Kolensville  yesterday  and  to-day,  and  now  occupy  the 
north  side  of  Stewart's  Creek,  10  miles  from  Murfreesborough — the 
right  at  Triune.  Pursuing  division  went  7  miles  toward  Shelbyville. 
We  have  report  from  Murfreesborough  to  10  o'clock  yesterday.  All 
his  right  wing,  closed  in,  came  toward  Stewart's  Creek.  If,  under  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  influence  or  orders,  they  fight  as  they  propose,  I 
think  we  are  in  position,  by  God's  help,  to  win,  and  McCook  will  cut  off 
their  retreat. 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS, 

Major-  General, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halle  ok, 

General-in-  GhieJ, 


General  Orders,  )   Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  — .  ]  In  front  of  Murfreesborough,  December  31,1862. 

The  general  commanding  desires  to  say  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  that  he  was  well  pleased  with  their  conduct  yester- 
day; it  is  all  he  could  have  wished  for;  he  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any 
skulking ;  they  behaved  with  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  veterans. 
He  now  feels  perfectly  confident,  with  God's  grace  and  their  help,  of 
striking  this  day  a  blow  for  the  country  the  most  crushing,  perhaps, 
which  the  rebellion  has  yet  sustained. 

Soldiers,  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  are  upon  you ;  the  very  fate  of 
the  nation  may  be  said  to  hang  on  the  issue  of  this  day's  battle.  Be 
true,  then,  to  yourselves,  true  to  your  own  manly  character  and  soldierly 
reputation,  true  to  the  love  of  your  dear  ones  at  home,  whose  prayers 
ascend  to  God  this  day  for  your  success. 

Be  cool !  I  need  not  ask  you  to  be  brave.  Keep  ranks.  Do  not  throw 
away  your  fire.  Fire  slowly,  deliberately ;  above  all,  fire  low,  and  be 
always  sure  of  your  aim.  Close  steadily  in  upon  the  enemy,  and,  when 
you  get  within  chajging  distance,  rush  on  him  with  the  bayonet.  Do 
this,  and  the  victory  will  certainly  be  yours.  Eecollect  that  there  are 
hardly  any  troops  in  the  world  that  will  stand  a  bayonet  charge,  and 
that  those  who  make  it,  therefore,  are  sure  to  win. 

By  commanl  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Eosecrans: 

J.  P.  GAEESCHfi, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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MuRFREESBOBOTJGH,  Tenn.,  January  3,  1803. 

On  December  26  we  moved  from  l^asliville  in  three  columns.  Mc 
Cook's  corps  by  Nolensville  pike ;  Thomas'  from  its  encampment  on 
Franklin  pike,  via  Wilson  pike ;  Crittenden's  on  main  Murfreesborough 
pike.  The  left  and  center  met  with  a  strong  resistance,  such  as  the 
nature  of  the  country  i)ermits — rolling  or  hilly  routes,  skirted  by  cedar 
thickets,  farms,  and  intersected  by  small  streams,  with  rocky  bluff 
banks,  forming  serious  obstacles.  McCook  drove  Hardee's  corps  IJ- 
miles  from  Nolensville,  and  occupied  the  place.  Crittenden  reached 
within  IJ  miles  of  La  Yergne.  Thomas  reached  the  Wilson  pike,  meet- 
ing with  no  serious  opposition.  On  the  27th,  McCook  drove  Hardee  from 
Nolens ville,  and  pushed  reconnoitering  division  6  miles  toward  Shelby- 
ville,  and  found  Hardee  had  retreated  toward  Murfreesborough.  Crit- 
tenden fought  and  drove  the  enemy  before  him,  occupying  the  line  of 
Stewart's  Creek,  capturing  some  prisoners,  with  slight  loss.  Thomas 
occupied  the  vicinity  of  Nolensville.  On  the  28th,  McCook  completed 
his  reconnaissance  on  Hardee's  movements.  Crittenden  remained, 
awaiting  the  result  and  bringing  up  trains.  Thomas  juoved  on  to 
Stewart's  Creek.  On  the  29th,  McCook  moved  into  Wilkinson's  Cross- 
Eoads,  7  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  the  end  of  a  short  pike,  the  road 
rough,  through  rolling  country,  skirted  by  bluffs,  covered  with  dense 
cedar  thickets,  tops  open  timber.  Crittenden  pushed  the  enemy  rap- 
idly, saved  all  the  bridges,  and  reached  a  point  within  3  miles  of  Mur- 
freesborough, his  advance  driving  all  their  outposts  to  within  sight  of 
town.  Thomas,  with  two  divisions,  closed  up  with  Crittenden,  and 
took  position  on  the  right.  On  the  30th,  McCook  advanced  on  Wilkin- 
son pike,  having  to  make  his  way  through  dense  woods,  meeting  with 
a  determined  resistance.  Got  into  position  3  miles  from  Murfreesbor- 
ough, occupying  the  extreme  right  of  our  line.  The  left  stood  fast ;  the 
center  advanced  slightly,  and  were  engaged  in  cutting  roads  through  an 
almost  impenetrable  growth  of  cedars,  which  separated  them  from  our 
right,  rendering  communication  with  them  exceedingly  difficult.  The 
combat  and  the  roughness  of  the  country  had  brought  forward  McCook's 
right  division,  so  as  to  face  strongly  to  the  southeast,  instead  of  being 
refused  to  face  south,  with  the  reserve  division,  between  the  center 
and  right,  and  sufficiently  from  the  rear  to  support,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  extend  it,  the  grave  consequences  of  which  were  developed  the  next 
day.  The  31st  found  out'  left  crossing  Murfreesborough  pike  and  rail- 
road, one  division  front,  one  forming  crotchet  on  Stone's  River,  and 
one  in  reserve.  Center,  Negley  between  left  and  right ;  Rousseau  in 
reserve.  The  plan  of  the  battle  was  to  open  on  the  right  and  engage 
enemy  sufficiently  to  hold  him  firmly,  and  to  cross  the  river  with  our 
left,  consisting  of  three  divisions,  to  opi^ose  which  they  had  but  two 
divisions,  the  country  being  favorable  to  an  attack  from  that  part  of 
the  town.  But  the  enemy  attacked  the  whole  front  of  our  right  wing, 
massing  his  forces  on  its  right  flank,  which  was  partially  surprised, 
thrown  into  confusion,  and  driven  back.  Sheridan's  division  repulsed 
the  enemy  four  times,  protected  the  flanks  of  the  center,  which  not  only 
held  its  own,  but  advanced  until  this  untoward  event  compelled  me 
to  retain  the  left  wing  to  support  the  right,  until  it  should  be  rallied 
and  assume  a  new  position.  [January]  1,  the  rebels  opened  by  an  attack 
on  us,  and  were  again  repulsed.  On  the  2d,  skirmishing  along  the 
front,  with  warm  threats  of  attack,  until  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Evening,  advanced  one  small  division  thrown  across  Stone's  River,  to 
occupy  commanding  ground.  While  reconnoitering  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  this  division,  which  had  no  artillery,  I  saw  heavy  forces  emerg- 
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ing  from  the  woods  and  advancing  in  line  of  battle,  three  lines  deep. 
They  drove  onr  little  division  before  them,  after  a  sharp  contest,  in  which 
we  lost  70  or  80  killed,  and  375  wounded ;  but  they  were  repulsed  by 
Negley's  division  and  the  remaining  troops  of  the  left  wing,  headed  by 
Morton's  Pioneer  Brigade,  and  fled  far  over  the  field  and  beyond  their 
intrenchments,  their  officers  rallying  theU\  with  great  difficulty.  They 
lost  heavily.  We  occupied  the  ground  w,  i>h  the  left  wing  last  night. 
The  lines  were  completed  at  4  o'clock  this  morning.  The  3d  was  spent 
in  bringing  up  and  distributing  provisions  and  ammunition.  It  has 
been  raining  all  day ;  ground  very  heavy.  To-morrow,  being  Sunday, 
we  shall  probably  not  fight,  unless  attacked.  This  whole  country  is  a 
natural  fortification,  and  worse  than  Corinth.  No  great  battle  can  be 
fought  without  regular  approaches.  Our  total  loss  in  wounded,  up  to 
this  date,  is  4,500 ;  killed,  700  or  800.  Our  communication  with  Nash- 
ville is  open.  We  have  provisions  there  to  last  to  the  25th  instant. 
Further  report  by  letter  as  soon  as  I  can  get  an  opportunity. 

W.  S.  EOSECRANS, 
Major- General  J  Cotnmanding, 

H.  W.  HAiLECK, 

General'in-  Chief, 


Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  4,  [1863.] 

Following  my  dispatch  of  last  evening,  I  have  to  announce  that  the 
enemy  is  in  full  retreat.  They  left  last  night.  Eain  having  raised  the 
river,  and  the  bridge  across  it,  between  the  left  wing  and  center,  being 
incomplete,  I  deemed  it  i)rudent  to  withdraw  that  wing  during  the  night. 
This  occupied  my  time  until  4  o'clock,  and  fatigued  the  troops.  The 
commencement  of  the  retreat  was  known  to  me  at  7  o'clock  this  morning. 
Our  ammunition  train  arrived  during  the  night.  To-day  was  occupied 
in  distributing  ammunition,  bringing  in  the  dead,  and  collecting  arms 
from  the  field  of  battle.  The  pursuit  was  commenced  by  the  center,  the 
two  leading  brigades  arriving  at  the  west  side  of  Stone's  River  this  even- 
ing. The  railroad  bridge  was  saved,  but  in  what  condition  is  not 
known.  We  shall  occupy  the  town  and  push  the  pursuit  to-morrow 
with  the  center.  Will  not,  probably,  be  prudent  to  advance  the  army 
very  far  until  communication  shall  be  open  to  Nashville.  We  labor  under 
great  disadvantages  from  the  inferior  number  of  our  cavalry,  necessitat- 
ing large  detachments  of  infantry  to  guard  our  trains.  Our  medical 
director  estimates  the  wounded  in  hospital  at  short  of  6,500  wounded, 
and  our  dead  at  1,000.  We  have  to  deplore  the  loss  of  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Garesch6,  whose  capacity  and  gentlemanly  deportment  had  already 
endeared  him  to  all  the  officers  of  this  command,  and  whose  gallantry 
on  the  field  of  battle  excited  their  admiration. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major- General, 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  TTalleck, 

General-in-  Chief, 


Murfreesborough, 

January  5,  1863 — 4.30  a.  m. 
G  od  has  crowned  our  arms  with  victory.    The  enemy  are  badly  beaten, 
and  in  full  retreat.    We  shall  press  them  as  rapidly  as  our  means  of 
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traveling  and  subsistence  will  permit.  Will  yon  please  ask  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  Captain  Morton,  engineer,  made  brigadier- general  ?  He 
has  distinguished  himself  in  the  fortification  and  defense  of  l^Tashville, 
after  our  army  left  for  Kentucky.  He  has  organized  a  Pioneer  Corps 
of  1,700  picked  men,  which  he  now  comnjands,  with  the  rank  of  captain, 
and  behaved  like  a  hero  during  the  whole  battle  of  Stone's  Eiver.  He 
not  only  deserves  the  promotion,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
interest  of  the  service  that  he  should  have  the  rank  to  command  his 
brigade. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major- OeneraL 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Via  JSFashville,  Tenn,,  January  5,  1863. 

We  have  fought  one  of  the  greatest  battles  of  the  war,  and  are  vic- 
torious. Our  entire  success  on  the  31st  was  prevented  by  a  surprise  ol 
the  right  flank  ;  but  have,  nevertheless,  beaten  the  enemy,  after  a  three- 
days'  battle.  They  fled  with  great  precipitancy  on  Saturday  night. 
The  last  of  their  columns  of  cavalry  left  this  morning.  Their  loss  has 
been  very  heavy.  Generals  Rains  and  Hanson  killed.  Chalmers, 
Adams,  and  Breckinridge  are  wounded. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major- General, 
H.  W.  Halleok, 

General-in-  Chief, 

Executive  Mansion, 

Washington,  January  5,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Murfreeshorough,  Tenn, : 

Your  dispatch  announcing  retreat  of  enemy  has  just  reached  here. 
God  bless  you,  and  all  with  you !  Please  tender  to  all,  and  accept  for 
yourself,  the  nation^s  gratitude  for  your  and  their  skill,  endurance,  and 
dauntless  courage. 

A.  LINCOLK 

MURFREESBOROUGH,  T^NN., 

January  8,  [1863.] 

Did  not  have  up  trains  before  close  of  battle.  Bringing  up  subsist- 
ence rapidly.  Will  have  railroad  completed  here  in  a  few  days.  Rebels 
had  eight  divisions  of  infantry.  Seven  have  gone  by  Manchester  and 
one  by  Shelbyville.  Their  prisoners  and  doctors  estimate  their  loss  at 
from  13,000  to  15,000  men.  The  weight  of  testimony  warrants  these 
figures.  Glad  to  hear  of  batteries  coming.  To  secure  our  long  lines  of 
communication  requires  a  large  force.  Tp  fight  and  maneuver  in  these 
regions  of  roads,  ravines,  cedar  thickets  and  mountains,  against  a  deter- 
mined defensive  policy,  with  certainty  of  success,  demand  the  same. 
The  Cumberland  River  is  now  navigable. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Major- General, 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W,  Halleck, 

General-in-  Chief, 
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War  Department, 
Washington^  January  9,  1863 — 1.05  p.  bl. 

Maj.  Gen.  ^    S.  Eosecrans, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Cumberland: 

General:  Eebel  accounts  fully  confirm  your  telegrams  frc^n  the 
battle-field.  The  victory  was  well  earned  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
of  the  war.  You  and  your  brave  army  have  won  the  gratitude  of  your 
country  and  the  admiration  of  the  world.  The  field  of  Murfreesborough 
is  made  historical,  and  future  generations  will  i)oint  out  the  places  where 
so  many  heroes  fell,  gloriously,  in  defense  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union.  All  honor  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland — thanks  ♦  o  the  living 
and  tears  for  the  lamented  dead. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

General-in-Chief, 


General  Orders,  )      Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  7.  /  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  31,  1863. 

The  following  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  have  been  received,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  request  contained 
therein,  are  published  to  this  army : 

JOINT    RESOLUTIONS    RELATIVE  TO  A  VOTE    OP    THANKS    TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    R08E- 

CRANS. 

Besolved  hy  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Gen- 
3ral  Assembly  are  hereby  tendered  to  Major-General  Rosecrans,  staff,  officers,  and  the 
brave  men  under  their  command,  for  the  glorious  victory  resulting  in  the  capture  of 
Murfreesborough  and  the  defeat  of  the  rebel  forces  at  that  place. 

Resolved,  That  the  sympathies  of  the  General  Assembly  are  extended  to  the  families 
of  the  brave  and  noble  patriots  that  have  fallen  in  defense  of  freedom  and  constitu- 
tional liberty,  and  that  their  memories  will  ever  be  cherished  by  a  grateful  people. 
Besolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions to  General  Rosecrans,  with  the  request  that  they  be  read  to  his  command. 

JAMES  R.    HUBBELL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
P.  HITCHCOCK, 
Pro  Tern.  President  of  the  Senate. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Eosecrans*: 

0.  GODDAED, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff , 


MURFREESBOROUGH,  TeNN., 

February  9,  1863. 

iVe  have  now  all  the  reports  of  the  subordinate  commanders  and 
«taff  officers.  Will  have  my  report  of  the  battle  sent  forward  in  a  few 
days.  Some  facts  in  it  are  worth  stating  in  advance.  We  have  pris- 
oners jfrom  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  regiments  of  infantry,  twelve 
battalions  of  sharpshooters,  twenty-three  batteries  of  artillery,  and  fifty- 
thrwe  regiments  of  cavalry,  giving  their  fighting  force  at  what  all  our 
oflftcers  consider  a  low  estimate,  near  46,000  infantry,  1,200  sharpshooters, 
1^800  artillery,  and  13,200  cavaky .  Total,  62,000  men.  We  fought  them 
with  42,000.  We  hit  165  to  their  100.  Their  loss  was  23J,  ours  21,  per 
eent.  of  the  fighting  force.  These  figures  are  significant. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  EOSEOEANS, 

Major-General^  Commanding, 
Mgg    Gen.  H.  W,  Halleck,  General-in-Chief 
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MUBFREESBOROUGH,  TeNN., 

February  11,  1863—11.30  p.  m. 
Oapt.  Elmer  Otis,  Fourth  Cavalry,  in  the  recent  battle,  with  400  men 
charged  the  enemy,  recaptured  300  prisoners,  and  greatly  distinguished 
himself.  By  their  consent,  and  at  their  request,  he  is  commanding  a 
brigade  of  three  regiments,  each  with  a  colonel.  I  earnestly  urge  his 
appointment  as  brigadier- general,  in  order  that  he  may  continue  to  com- 
mand, as  cavalry  officers  are  greatly  needed. 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS, 

Major- Ge7ieral, 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War, 


General  Orders,  )    Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

No.  20.  i         Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  February  15,  1863. 

The  following  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  having  been  received,  are  published  to  this  army,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  request  contained  therein  : 

Resolved  by  the  senate  (the  house  concurring),  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Assem- 
bly are  hereby  tendered  to  Major-General  Rosecrans,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers 
under  his  command,  for  the  well-earned  victory  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.  That  they, 
one  and  all,  merit  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  nation  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

Besolved,  That  the  patriotic  earnestness,  skill,  sleepless  vigilance,  and  pertinacity 
displayed  by  the  commanding  general  in  his  advance  upon  the  enemy,  his  plan  of 
battle,  and  especially  in  promptly  meeting  the  exigencies  of  its  varying  fortunes, 
prove  that  he  was  *'the  right  man  in  the  right  place;"  that  the  hearty  and  prompt 
co-operation,  the  gallantry  and  skill  of  his  division  and  other  commanders,  the  ready 
obedience,  unyielding  and  hardy  courage  of  the  soldiers  are  worthy  of  tlie  highest 
commendation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Murfreesborough,  and  the  name  of  each 
fallen  and  surviving  patriot  soldier  who  took  part  in  the  perilous  struggle,  are  for- 
ever linked  together  in  historic  renown,  and  Indiana  will  preserve,  and  gratefully 
cherish,  their  memory  to  the  latest  generation,  as  among  the  brightest  jewels  of  an 
undivided  republic. 

Eesolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  be  directed  to  forward  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  Major-General  Rosecrans,  with  the  request  that  they  be  read  at  the  head 
of  each  regiment  taking  part  in  the  great  battle,  if  consistent  with  the  rules  of  mili- 
tary propriety  and  discipline. 

We  hereby  certify  that  the  accompanying  resolutions  unanimously  passed  both 
branches  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana. 

PARIS  C.  DUNNING, 

President  of  Senate, 
SAM.  H.  BUSKIRK, 
Speaker  of  Hou^e  of  Representatives. 

Jambs  H.  Vawter, 

Secretary  of  Senate. 

A.  T.  Whitlesey, 

Clerk  of  House  of  Representatives. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Eosecrans : 

0.  GODDAED, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  February  12,  1863. 
General  :  As  the  sub-reports  are  now  nearly  all  in,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief,  the  subjoined  re- 
port, T^ith  accompanying  sub-reports,  maps,  and  statistical  tables  of  the 
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Dattle  of  Stone's  River.    To  a  proper  understanding  of  this  battle  H  will 
be  necessary  to  state  tbe  preliminary  movements  and  preparations : 

Assuming  command  of  the  army  at  Louisville  on  October  27,  it  was 
found  concentrated  at  Bowling  Green  and  Glasgow,  distant  about  113 
miles  from  Louisvillb  ,•  from  whence,  after  replenishing  with  ammuni- 
tion, supplies,  and  clothing,  they  moved  on  to  Kashville,  the  advance 
corps  reaching  that  place  on  the  morning  of  November  7,  a  distance  of 
183  miles  from  Louisville. 

At  this  distance  from  my  base  of  supplies,  the  first  thing  to  be  done 
was  to  provide  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  and  open  the  Louisville 
and  Ii^ashville  Railroad.  The  cars  commenced  running  through  on 
ISTovember  26,  previous  to  which  time  our  supplies  had  been  brought 
by  rail  to  Mitchellsville,  35  miles  north  of  Nashville,  and  from  thence, 
by  constant  labor,  we  had  been  able  to  haul  enough  to  replenish  the 
exhausted  stores  for  the  garrison  at  Nashville  and  subsist  the  troops  of 
the  moving  army. 

From  November  26  to  December  26  every  effort  was  bent  to  complete 
the  clothing  of  the  army ;  to  provide  it  with  ammunition,  and  replenish 
the  depot  at  Nashville  with  needful  supplies ;  to  insure  us  against  want 
from  the  largest  possible  detention  likely  to  occur  by  the  breaking  of 
the  Louisville  and  Nashville  Railroad,  and  to  insure  this  work  the  road 
was  guarded  by  a  heavy  force  posted  at  Gallatin.  The  enormous  supe- 
riority in  numbers  of  the  rebel  cavalry  kept  our  little  cavalry  force 
almost  within  the  infantry  lines,  and  gave  the  enemy  control  of  the 
entire  country  around  us.  It  was  obvious  from  the  beginning  that  we 
should  be  confronted  by  Bragg's  army,  recruited  by  an  inexorable  con- 
scription, and  aided  by  clans  of  mounted  men,  formed  into  a  guerrilla- 
like cavalry,  to  avoid  the  hardships  of  conscription  and  infantry  serv- 
ice. The  evident  difficulties  and  labors  of  an  advance  into  this  country, 
and  against  such  a  force,  and  at  such  distance  from  our  base  of  opera- 
tions, with  which  we  were  connected  but  by  a  single  precarious  thread, 
made  it  manifest  that  our  policy  was  to  induce  the  enemy  to  travel  over 
as  much  as  possible  of  the  space  that  separated  us,  thus  avoiding  for 
us  the  wear  and  tear  and  diminution  of  our  forces,  and  subjecting  the 
enemy  to  all  this  inconvenience,  besides  increasing  for  him  and  dimin- 
ishing for  us  the  dangerous  consequences  of  a  defeat.  The  means  taken 
to  obtain  this  end  were  eminently  successful.  The  enemy,  expecting 
us  to  go  into  winter  quarters  at  Nashville,  had  prepared  his  own  winter 
quarters  at  Murfreesborough,  with  the  hope  of  possibly  making  them  at 
Nashville,  and  had  sent  a  large  cavalry  force  into  West  Tennessee  to 
annoy  Grant,  and  another  large  force  into  Kentucky  to  break  up  the 
railroad. 

In  the  absence  of  these  forces,  and  with  adequate  supplies  in  Nash- 
ville, the  moment  was  judged  opportune  for  an  advance  on  the  rebels. 
Polk's  and  Kirby  Smith's  forces  were  at  Murfreesborough,  and  Hardee's 
corps  on  the  Shelbyville  and  Nolensville  pike,  between  Triune  and 
Eagleville,  with  an  advance  guard  at  Nolensville,  while  our  troops  lay 
in  front  of  Nashville,  on  the  Franklin,  Nolensville,  and  Murfreesborough 
turnpikes. 

The  plan  of  the  movement  was  as  follows :  McCook,  with  three  divis- 
ions, to  advance  by  Nolensville  pike  to  Triune.  Thomas,  with  two  divis- 
ions (Negley's  and  Rousseau's),  to  advance  on  his  right,  by  the  Franklin 
and  Wilson  pikes,  threatening  Hardee's  right,  and  then  to  fall  in  by 
the  cross-roads  to  Nolensville.  Crittenden,  with  Wood's,  Palmer's,  and 
Van  Cleve's  divisions,  to  advance  by  the  Murfreesborough  pike  to  La 
Vergne. 
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With  Thomas'  two  divisions  at  Nolensville,  McOook  was  to  attack 
Hardee  at  Triune,  and,  if  the  enemy  re-enforced  Hardee,  Thomas  was  to 
support  McCook.  If  McCook  beat  Hardee,  or  Hardee  retreated,  and 
the  enemy  met  us  at  Stewart's  Greek,  5  miles  south  of  La  Yergne,  Crit- 
tenden was  to  attack  him,  Thomas  was  to  come  in  on  his  left  flank,  and 
McCook,  after  detaching  a  division  to  pursue  or  observe  Hardee,  if 
retreating  south,  was  to  move  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  on  their 
rear. 

The  movement  began  on  the  morning  of  December  26.  McCook  ad- 
vanced on  the  Nolensville  pike,  skirmishing  his  way  all  day,  meeting 
with  stiff  resistance  from  cavalry  and  artillery,  and  closing  the  day  by 
a  brisk  fight,  which  gave  him  possession  of  Nolensville  and  the  hills  IJ 
miles  in  front,  capturing  one  gun  by  the  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio 
and  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Eegiments,  his  loss  this  day  being  about  75 
killed  and  wounded.  Thomas  followed  on  the  right,  and  closed  iTegley's 
division  on  I>[olensville,  leaving  the  other  (Rousseau's)  division  on  the 
right  flank. 

Crittenden  advanced  to  La  Vergne,  skirmishing  heavily  on  his  front, 
over  a  rough  country,  intersected  by  forests  and  cedar  brakes,  with  but 
slight  loss. 

On  the  28th  [27th]  General  McCook  advanced  on  Triune,  but  his  move- 
ment was  retarded  by  a  dense  fog. 

Crittenden  had  orders  to  delay  his  movements  until  McCook  had 
reached  Triune  and  developed  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  at  that  j)oint, 
so  that  it  could  be  determined  which  Thomas  was  to  support. 

McCook  arrived  at  Triune,  and  reported  that  Hardee  had  retreated, 
and  that  he  had  sent  a  division  in  pursuit. 

Crittenden  began  his  advance  about  11  a.  m.,  driving  before  him  a 
brigade  of  cavalry,  supported  by  Maney's  brigade  of  rebel  infantry,  and 
reached  Stewart's  Creek,  the  Third  Kentucky  gallantly  charging  the 
rear  guard  of  the  enemy,  and  saving  the  bridge,  on  which  had  been 
placed  a  pile  of  rails  that  had  been  set  on  fire.    This  was  Saturday  night. 

McCook  having  settled  the  fact  of  Hardee's  retreat,  Thomas  moved 
Negley's  division  on  to  join  Crittenden  at  Stewart's  Creek,  and  moved 
Eousseau's  to  Kolensville. 

On  Sunday  the  troops  rested,  except  Rousseau's  division,  which  was 
ordered  to  move  on  to  Stewartston,  and  Willich's  brigade,  which  had 
pursued  Hardee  as  far  as  Riggs'  Cross -Roads,  and  had  determined  the 
fact  that  Hardee  had  gone  to  Murfreesborough,  when  they  returned  to 
Triune. 

On  Monday  morning,  McCook  was  ordered  to  move  from  Triune  to 
Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,  6  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  leaving  a  bri- 
gade at  Triune.  Crittenden  crossed  Stewart's  Creek  by  the  Smyrna 
Bridge  and  the  main  Murfreesborough  pike,  and  l!^egley  by  the  ford  2 
miles  above ;  their  whole  force  to  advance  on  Murfreesborough,  distant 
about  11  miles.  Rousseau  w^as  to  remain  at  Stewart's  Creek  until  his 
train  came  up,  and  prepare  himself  to  follow.  McCook  reached  Wil- 
kinson's Cross-Roads  by  evening,  with  an  advance  brigade  at  Overall's 
Creek,  saving  and  holding  the  bridge,  meeting  with  but  little  resistance. 
Crittenden's  corps  advanced,  Palmer  leading,  on  the  Murfreesborough 
pike,  followed  by  JSTegley,  of  Thomas'  corps,  to  within  3  miles  of  Mur- 
freesborough, having  had  several  brisk  skirmishes,  driving  the  enemy 
rapidly,  saving  two  bridges  on  the  route,  and  forcing  the  enemy  back 
to  his  intrenchments. 

About  3  p.  m.  a  signal  message  coming  from  the  front,  from  General 
Palmer,  that  he  was  in  sight  of  Murfreesborough,  and  that  the  enemy 
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were  running,  an  order  was  sent  to  General  Crittenden  to  send  a  divis- 
ion to  occupy  Murfreesborough.  This  led  General  Crittenden,  on  reach- 
ing the  enemy's  front,  to  order  Barker's  brigade  to  cross  the  river  at  a 
ford  on  his  left,  wh  >re  he  surprised  a  regiment  of  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ion and  drove  it  back  on  its  main  line,  not  more  than  500  yards  distant, 
in  considerable  confusion ;  and  he  held  this  position  until  General  Crit- 
tenden was  advised,  by  prisoners  captured  by  Harker's  brigade,  that 
Breckinridge  was  in  force  on  his  front,  when,  it  being  dark,  he  ordered 
the  brigade  back  across  the  river,  and  reported  the  circumstances  to  the 
commanding  general  on  his  arrival,  to  whom  he  apologized  for  not 
having  carried  out  the  order  to  occupy  Murfreesborough.  The  general 
approved  of  his  action,  of  course,  the  order  to  occupy  Slurfreesborough 
having  been  based  on  the  information  received  from  General  Critten- 
den's advance  division  that  the  enemy  were  retreating  from  Murfrees- 
borough. 

Crittenden's  corps,  with  I^egley's  division,  bivouacked  in  order  of 
battle,  distant  700  yards  from  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  our  left  ex- 
tending down  the  river  some  500  yards.  The  Pioneer  Brigade,  biv- 
ouacking still  lower  down,  prepared  three  fords,  and  covered  one  of 
them,  while  Wood's  division  covered  the  other  two.  Van  Cleve's  division 
being  in  reserve. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  Eousseau,  with  two  brigades,  was  ordered 
down  early  from  Stewart's  Creek,  leaving  one  brigade  there  and  sending 
another  to  Smyrna  to  cover  our  left  and  rear,  and  took  his  place  in 
reserve,  in  rear  of  Palmer's  right,  while  General  Negley  moved  on  through 
the  cedar  brakes  until  his  right  rested  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  as  shown 
by  the  accompanying  plan.*  The  Pioneer  Corps  cut  roads  through  the 
cedars  for  his  ambulances  and  ammunition  wagons. 

The  commanding  general  remained  with  the  left  and  center,  examin- 
ing the  ground,  while  General  McCook  moved  forward  from  Wilkinson's 
Cross-Eoads,  slowly  and  steadily,  meeting  with  heavy  resistance,  fight- 
ing his  way  from  Overall's  Creek  until  he  got  into  position,  with  a  loss 
of  some  135  killed  and  wounded. 

Our  small  division  of  cavalry,  say  3,000  men,  had  been  divided  into 
three  parts,  of  which  General  Stanley  took  two  and  accompanied  Gen- 
eral McCook,  fighting  his  way  across  from  the  Wilkinson  to  the  Frank- 
lin pike,  and  below  it.  Colonel  Zahm's  brigade  leading  gallantly,  and 
meeting  with  such  heavy  resistance  that  McCook  sent  two  brigades  from 
Johnson's  division,  who  succeeded  in  fighting  their  way  into  the  position 
shown  on  the  accompanying  plan,  marked  A,*  while  the  third  brigade, 
which  had  been  left  at  Triune,  moved  forward  from  that  i)lace,  and  ar- 
rived at  nightfall  near  General  McCook's  headquarters.  Thus,  on  the 
close  of  the  30th,  the  troops  had  all  got  into  the  position,  substantially, 
as  shown  in  the  accompanying  drawing,  the  rebels  occupying  the  posi- 
tion marked  A.* 

At  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  General  McCook  had  reported  his  arrival 
on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  joining  Thomas ;  the  result  of  the  combat  in  the 
afternoon  near  Griscom's  house,  and  the  fact  that  Sheridan  was  in  posi- 
tion there ;  that  his  right  was  advancing  to  support  the  cavalry ;  also 
that  Hardee's  corps,  with  two  divisions  of  Polk's,  was  on  his  front,  ex- 
tending down  toward  the  Salem  pike,  without  any  map  of  the  ground, 
which  was  to  us  terra  incognita.  When  General  McCook  informed  the 
general  commanding  that  his  corps  was  facing  strongly  toward  the  east, 
the  general  commanding  told  him  that  such  a  direction  to  his  line  did 
not  appear  to  him  a  proper  one,  but  that  it  ought,  with  the  exception 

*  To  appear  iu  Atlas. 
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of  his  left,  to  face  much  more  nearly  south,  with  Johnson's  division  in 
reserve,  but  that  this  matter  must  be  confided  to  him,  who  knew  the 
ground  over  which  he  had  fought. 

A  meeting  of  the  corps  commanders  was  called  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  commanding  general  for  this  evening.  General  Thomas  arrived 
early,  received  his  instructions,  and  retired.  General  Crittenden,  with 
whom  the  commanding  general  had  talked  freely  during  the  afternoon, 
was  sent  for,  but  was  excused  at  the  request  of  his  chief  of  staff,  who 
sent  word  that  he  was  very  much  fatigued  and  was  asleep.  Generals 
McOook  and  Stanley  arrived  about  9  o'clock,  to  whom  was  explained 
the  following 

PLAN  OF  BATTLE. 

McOook  was  to  occupy  the  most  advantageous  position,  refusing  his 
right  as  much  as  practicable  and  necessary  to  secure  it,  to  receive  the 
attack  of  the  enemy  5  or,  if  that  did  not  come,  to  attack  himself,  suf- 
ficient to  hold  all  the  force  on  his  front ;  Thomas  and  Palmer  to  open 
with  skirmishing,  and  engage  the  enemy's  center  and  left  as  far  as  the 
river ;  Crittenden  to  cross  Yan  Cleve's  division  at  the  lower  ford,  cov- 
ered and  supported  by  the  sappers  and  miners,  and  to  advance  on 
Breckinridge ;  Wood's  division  to  follow  by  brigades,  crossing  at  the 
upper  ford  and  moving  on  Yan  Cleve's  right,  to  carry  everything  before 
them  into  Murfreesborough.  This  would  have  given  us  two  divisions 
against  one,  and,  as  soon  as  Breckinridge  had  been  dislodged  from  his 
position,  the  batteries  of  Wood's  division,  taking  position  on  the  heights 
east  of  Stone's  Eiver,  in  advance,  would  see  the  enemy's  works  in  reverse, 
would  dislodge  them,  and  enable  Palmer's  division  to  press  them  back, 
and  drive  them  westward  across  the  river  or  through  the  woods,  while 
Thomas,  sustaining  the  movement  on  the  center,  would  advance  on  the 
right  of  Palmer,  crushing  their  right,  and  Crittenden's  corps,  advanc- 
ing, would  take  Murfreesborough,  and  then,  moving  westward  on  the 
Franklin  road,  get  in  their  flank  and  rear  and  drive  them  into  the  coun- 
try toward  Salem,  with  the  prospect  of  cutting  off  their  retreat  and  prob- 
ably destroying  their  army. 

It  was  explained  to  them  that  this  combination,  insuring  us  a  vast 
superiority  on  our  left,  required  for  its  success  that  General  McCook 
should  be  able  to  hold  his  position  for  three  hours ;  that,  if  necessary 
to  recede  at  all,  he  should  recede,  as  he  had  advanced  on  the  preceding 
day,  slowly  and  steadily,  refusing  his  right,  thereby  rendering  our  suc- 
cess certain. 

Having  thus  explained  the  plan,  the  general  commanding  addressed 
General  McCook  as  follows :  "  You  know  the  ground;  you  have  fought 
over  it ;  you  know  its  difl&cultiee.  Can  you  hold  your  present  position 
for  three  hours?"  To  which  General  McCook  responded,  "  Yes,  I  think 
I  can."  The  general  commanding  then  said, "  I  don't  like  the  facing  so 
much  to  the  east,  but  must  confide  that  to  you,  who  know  the  ground. 
If  you  don't  think  your  present  the  best  position,  change  it.  It  is  only 
necessary  for  you  to  make  thiDgs  sure. "  And  the  officers  then  returned 
to  their  commands. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  troops  breakfasted  and 
stood  to  their  arms,  and  by  7  o'clock  were  preparing  for  the 

BATTLE. 

The  movement  began  on  the  left  by  Yan  Cleve,  who  crossed  at  the 
lower  fords.  Wood  prepared  to  sustain  and  follow  him.  The  enemy, 
meanwhile,  had  prepared  to  attack  General  McCook,  and  by  6.30  o'clock 
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advanced  in  heavy  columns — regimental  front— his  left  attacking  Wil- 

lich's  and  Kirk's  brigades,  of  Johnson's  division,  which,  being  disposed, 
as  shown  in  the  map,  thin  and  light,  without  support,  were,  after  a  sharp 
but  fruitless  contest,  crumbled  to  pieces  and  driven  back,  leaving  Ed- 
garton's  and  part  of  Goodspeed's  battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  following  up,  attacked  Davis'  division  and  speedily  dis- 
lodged Post's  brigade.  Oarlin's  brigade  was  compelled  to  follow,  as 
Woodruff's  brigade,  from  the  weight  of  testimony,  had  previously  left 
its  position  on  his  left.  Johnson's  brigades,  in  retiring,  inclined  too  far 
to  the  west,  and  were  too  much  scattered  to  make  a  combined  resist- 
ance, though  they  fought  bravely  at  one  or  two  points  before  reaching 
Wilkinson's  pike.  The  reserve  brigade  of  Johnson's  division,  advancing 
from  its  bivouac,  near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  toward  the  right,  took  a  good 
position,  and  made  a  gallant  but  ineffectual  stand,  as  the  whole  rebel 
left  was  moving  up  on  the  ground  abandoned  by  our  troops. 

Within  an  hour  from  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  battle,  a  staff 
officer  from  General  McOook  arrived,  announcing  to  me  that  the  right 
wing  was  heavily  pressed  and  needed  assistance  5  but  I  was  not  advised 
of  the  rout  of  Willich's  and  Kirk's  brigades,  nor  of  the  rapid  with- 
drawal of  Davis'  division,  necessitated  thereby — moreover,  having  sup- 
posed his  wing  posted  more  compactly,  and  his  right  more  refused  than 
it  really  was,  the  direction  of  the  noise  of  battle  did  not  indicate  to  me 
the  true  state  of  affairs.  I  consequently  directed  him  to  return  and 
direct  General  McOook  to  dispose  his  troops  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
to  hold  his  ground  obstinately.  Soon  after,  a  second  officer  from  Gen- 
eral McOook  arrived,  and  stated  that  the  right  wing  was  being  driven — 
a  fact  that  was  but  too  manifest  by  the  rapid  movement  of  the  noise  of 
battle  toward  the  north. 

General  Thomas  was  immediately  dispatched  to  order  Eousseau,  then 
in  reserve,  into  the  cedar  brakes  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Sheridan. 
General  Orittenden  was  ordered  to  suspend  Yan  Gleve's  movement 
across  the  river,  on  the  left,  and  to  cover  the  crossing  with  one  brigade, 
and  move  the  other  two  brigades  westward  across  the  fields  toward  the 
railroad  for  a  reserve.  Wood  was  also  directed  to  suspend  his  prepara- 
tions for  crossing,  and  to  hold  Hascall  in  reserve.  At  this  moment  fugi- 
tives and  stragglers  from  McOook's  corps  began  to  make  their  appear- 
ance through  the  cedar-brakes  in  such  numbers  that  I  became  satisfied 
that  McOook's  corps  was  routed.  I,  therefore,  directed  General  Orit- 
tenden to  send  Yan  Oleve  in  to  the  right  of  Rousseau ;  Wood  to  send 
Colonel  Harker's  brigade  farther  down  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  to 
go  in  and  attack  the  enemy  on  the  right  of  Yan  Oleve's,  the  Pioneer 
Brigade  meanwhile  occupjdng  the  knoll  of  ground  west  of  Murfreesbor- 
ough pike,  and  about  400  or  500  yards  in  rear  of  Palmer's  center,  sup- 
porting Stokes'  battery  (see  accompanying  drawing).  Sheridan,  after 
sustaining  four  successive  attacks,  gradually  swung  his  right  from  a 
southeasterly  to  a  northwesterly  direction,  repulsing  the  enemy  four 
times,  losing  the  gallant  General  Sill,  of  his  right,  and  Oolonel  Eoberts, 
of  his  left  brigade^  when,  having  exhausted  his  ammunition,  Kegley's 
division  being  in  the  same  predicament,  and  heavily  pressed,  after  des- 
perate fighting,  they  fell  back  from  the  position  held  at  the  commence- 
ment, through  the  cedar  woods,  in  which  Rousseau's  division,  with  a 
portion  of  Sfegley's  and  Sheridan's,  met  the  advancing  enemy  and 
checked  his  movements. 

The  ammunition  train  of  the  right  wing,  endangered  by  its  sudden 
discomfiture,  was  taken  charge  of  by  Captain  Thruston,  of  the  First 
Ohio  Regiment,  ordnance  officer,  who,  by  his  energy  and  gallantry, 
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aided  by  a  charge  of  cavalry  and  such  troops  as  he  could  pick  up,  car- 
/ied  it  through  the  woods  to  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  around  to  the 
rear  of  the  left  wing,  thus  enabling  the  troops  of  Sheridan^s  division  to 
replenish  their  empty  cartridge-boxes.  During  all  this  time  Palmer's 
front  had  likewise  been  in  action,  the  enemy  having  made  several  at- 
tempts to  advance  upon  it.  At  this  stage  it  became  necessary  to  re- 
adjust the  line  of  battle  to  the  new  state  of  affairs.  Eousseau  and  Van 
Cleve's  advance  having  relieved  Sheridan's  division  from  the  pressure, 
I^egley's  division  and  Oruft's  brigade,  from  Palmer's  division,  withdrew 
from  their  original  position  in  front  of  the  cedars,  and  crossed  the  open 
field  to  the  east  of  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  about  400  yards  in  rear 
of  our  front  line,  where  Negley  was  ordered  to  replenish  his  ammunition 
and  form  in  close  column  in  reserve. 

The  right  and  center  of  our  line  now  extended  from  Hazen,  on  the 
Murfreesborough  pike,  in  a  northwesterly  direction ;  Hascall  support- 
ing Hazen  5  Eousseau  iBlling  the  interval  to  the  Pioneer  Brigade ;  Keg- 
ley  in  reserve;  Yan  Gleve  west  of  the  Pioneer  Brigade ;  McGook's  corps 
refused  on  his  right,  and  slightly  to  the  rear,  on  Murfreesborough  pike; 
the  cavalry  being  still  farther  to  the  rear,  on  Murfreesborough  pike,  at 
and  beyond  Overall's  Creek. 

The  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  attack  on  our  extreme  right  was 
repulsed  by  Van  Cleve's  division,  with  Barker's  brigade  and  the  cavalry. 
After  several  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  advance  on  this  new  line,  which 
were  thoroughly  repulsed,  as  were  also  their  attempts  on  the  left,  the 
day  closed,  leaving  us  masters  of  the  original  ground  on  our  left,  and 
our  new  line  advantageously  posted,  with  open  ground  in  front,  swept 
at  all  points  by  our  artillery. 

We  had  lost  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  a  considerable  num- 
ber in  stragglers  and  prisoners ;  also  twenty-eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
the  horses  having  been  slain,  and  our  troops  being  unable  to  with 
draw  them  by  hand  over  the  rough  ground;  but  the  enemy  had  been 
thoroughly  handled  and  badly  damaged  at  all  points,  having  had  no 
success  where  we  had  open  ground  and  our  troops  were  properly  posted ; 
none  which  did  not  depend  on  the  original  crushing  in  of  our  right  and 
the  superior  masses  which  were  in  consequence  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  narrow  front  of  Sheridan's  and  Negley's  divisions,  and  a  part  of  Pal- 
mer's, coupled  with  the  scarcity  of  ammunition,  caused  by  the  circuitous 
road  which  the  train  had  taken,  and  the  inconvenience  of  getting  it  from 
a  remote  distance  through  the  cedars.  Orders  were  given  for  the  issue 
of  all  the  spare  ammunition,  and  we  found  that  we  had  enough  for 
another  battle,  the  only  question  being  where  that  battle  was  to  bo 
fought. 

It  was  decided,  in  order  to  complete  our  present  lines,  that  the  left 
should  be  retired  some  250  yards  to  a  more  advantageous  ground,  the 
extreme  left  resting  on  Stone's  Eiver,  above  the  lower  ford,  and  extend- 
ing to  Stokes'  battery.  Starkweather's  and  Walker's  brigades  arriving 
near  the  close  of  the  evening,  the  former  bivouacked  in  close  column, 
in  reserve,  in  rear  of  McCook's  left,  and  the  latter  was  posted  on  the 
left  of  Sheridan,  near  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  and  next  morning 
relieved  Yan  Cleve,  who  returned  to  his  position  in  the  left  wing. 

DISPOSITION  FOR  JANUARY  1, 1863. 

After  careful  examination  and  free  consultation  with  corps  coit 
manders,  followed  by  a  personal  examination  of  the  ground  in  rear  as 
far  as  Overall's  Creek,  it  was  determined  to  await  the  enemy's  attack 
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in  that  position  j  to  send  for  the  provision  train,  and  order  up  fresh  sup- 
plies of  ammunition;  on  the  arrival  of  which,  should  the  enemy  not 
attack,  offensive  operations  were  to  be  resumed. 

No  demonstration  [being  made]  on  the  morning  of  January  1,  Crit- 
renden  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  point  opposite  the  ford,  on  his  left, 
with  a  brigade. 

About  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  enemy,  who  had  shown  signs 
of  movement  and  massing  on  our  right,  appeared  at  the  extremity  of 
a  field  1 J  miles  from  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  but  the  presence  of  Uib- 
son's  brigade,  with  a  battery,  occupying  the  woods  near  OveralPs  Creek, 
and  [N^egley's  division,  and  a  portion  of  Rousseau's,  on  the  Murfreesbor- 
ough pike,  opposite  the  field,  put  an  end  to  this  demonstration,  and  the 
day  closed  with  another  demonstration  by  the  enemy  on  Walker's  bri- 
gade, which  ended  in  the  same  manner. 

On  Friday  morning  the  enemy  opened  four  heavy  batteries  on  our 
center,  and  made  a  strong  demonstration  of  attack  a  little  farther  to 
the  right,  but  a  well-directed  fire  of  artillery  soon  silenced  his  bat- 
teries, while  the  guns  of  Walker  and  Sheridan  put  an  end  to  his  efforts 
there. 

About  3  p.  m.,  while  the  commanding  general  was  examining  the 
position  of  Crittenden's  left  across  the  river,  which  was  now  held  by 
Van  Cleve's  division,  supported  by  a  brigade  from  Palmer's,  a  double 
line  of  skirmishers  was  seen  to  emerge  from  the  woods  in  a  southeast- 
erly direction,  advancing  across  the  fields,  and  they  were  soon  followed 
by  heavy  columns  of  infantry,  battalion  front,  with  three  batteries  of 
artillery.  Our  only  battery  on  that  side  of  the  river  had  been  with- 
drawn from  an  eligible  point,  but  the  most  available  spot  was  pointed 
out,  and  it  soon  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  line,  however,  ad- 
vanced steadily  to  within  100  yards  of  the  front  of  Yan  Cleve's  division, 
when  a  short  and  fierce  contest  ensued.  Yan  Cleve's  division,  giving 
way,  retired  in  considerable  confusion  across  the  river,  followed  closely 
by  the  enemy. 

General  Crittenden  immediately  directed  his  chief  of  artillery  to  dis- 
pose the  batteries  on  the  hill  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  so  as  to  open 
on  them,  while  two  brigades  of  I^Tegley's  division,  from  the  reserve,  and 
the  Pioneer  Brigade,  were  ordered  up  to  meet  the  onset.  The  firing 
was  terrific  and  the  havoc  terrible.  The  enemy  retreated  more  rapidly 
than  they  had  advanced.    In  forty  minutes  they  lost  2,000  men. 

General  Davis,  seeing  some  stragglers  from  Yan  Cleve's  division,  took 
one  of  his  brigades  and  crossed  at  a  ford  below,  to  attack  the  enemy  on 
his  left  flank,  and,  by  General  McCook's  order,  the  rest  of  his  division 
was  permitted  to  follow ;  but,  when  he  arrived,  two  brigades  of  ItTegley's 
division  and  Hazen's  brigade,  of  Palmer's  division,  had  pursued  the 
fleeing  enemy  well  across  the  fields,  capturing  four  pieces  of  artillery 
and  a  stand  of  colors. 

It  was  now  after  dark,  and  raining,  or  we  should  have  pursued  the 
enemy  into  Murfreesborough.  As  it  was,  Crittenden's  corps  passed 
over,  and,  with  Davis',  occupied  the  crests,  which  were  intrenched  in  a 
few  hours. 

Deeming  it  possible  that  the  enemy  might  again  attack  our  right  and 
center,  thus  weakened,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  make  a  demonstration 
on  our  right  by  a  heavy  division  of  camp-fires,  and  by  laying  out  a  line 
of  battle  with  torches,  which  answered  the  purpose. 

Saturday,  January  3,  it  rained  heavily  from  3  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  plowed  ground  over  which  our  left  would  be  obliged  to  advance 
was  impassable  for  artillery.    The  ammunition  trains  did  not  arrive 
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until  10  o'clock.  It  was,  therefore,  deemed  unadvisable  to  advance ;  but 
batteries  were  put  in  position  on  the  left,  by  which  the  ground  could 
be  swept,  and  even  Murfreesborough  reached  by  Parrott  shells. 

A  heavy  and  constant  picket  firing  had  been  kept  up  on  our  right 
and  center,  and  extending  to  our  left,  which  at  last  became  so  annoying 
that  in  the  afternoon  I  directed  the  corps  commanders  to  clear  their 
fronts. 

Occupying  the  wood  to  the  left  of  Murfreesborough  pike  with  sharp- 
shooters, the  enemy  had  annoyed  Eousseau  all  day,  and  General  Thomas 
and  himself  requested  permission  to  dislodge  them  and  their  supports, 
which  covered  a  ford.  This  was  granted,  and  a  sharp  fire  from  four 
batteries  was  opened  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  when  Eousseau  sent  two 
of  his  regiments,  which,  with  Spears'  Tennesseans  and  the  Eighty-fifth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  that  had  come  out  with  the  wagon-train,  charged 
upon  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  sharp  contest,  cleared  the  woods  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  his  trenches,  capturing  from  70  to  80  prisoners. 

Sunday  morning,  January  4,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  com- 
mence offensive  movements,  and  news  soon  reached  us  that  the  enemy 
had  fled  from  Murfreesborough.  Burial  parties  were  sent  out  to  bury 
the  dead,  and  the  cavalry  was  sent  to  reconnoiter. 

Early  Monday  morning  General  Thomas  advanced,  driving  the  rear 
guard  of  rebel  cavalry  before  him  6  or  7  miles  toward  Manchester.  Mc- 
Cook's  and  Crittenden's  corps  following,  took  position  in  front  of  the 
town,  occupying  Murfreesborough. 

We  learned  that  the  enemy's  infantry  had  reached  Shelby  ville  by  12 
m.  on  Sunday,  but,  owing  to  the  impracticability  of  bringing  up  supplies, 
and  the  loss  of  657  artillery  horses,  farther  pursuit  was  deemed  unad- 
visable. 

It  may  be  of  use  to  give  the  following  general  summary  of  the  opera- 
tions and  results  of  the  series  of  skirmishes  closing  with  the  battle  of 
Stone's  Eiver  and  occupation  of  Murfreesborough : 

We  moved  on  the  enemy  with  the  following  forces :  Infantry,  41,421 ; 
artillery,  2,223 ;  cavalry,  3,296.    Total,  46,940. 

We  fought  the  battle  with  the  following  forces:  Infantry,  37,977; 
artillery,  2,223 ;  cavalry,  3,200.    Total,  43,400. 

We  lost  in  killed:  Officers,  92;  enlisted  men,  1,441;  total,  1,533. 
Wounded:  Officers,  384;  enlisted  men,  6,861;  total,  7,245.  Total 
killed  and  wounded,  8,778,  being  20.03  per  cent,  of  the  entire  force  in 
action.* 

Our  loss  in  prisoners  is  not  fully  made  out,  but  the  provost-marshal- 
general  says,  from  present  information,  they  will  fall  short  of  2,800.* 

If  there  are  many  more  bloody  battles  on  record,  considering  the  new- 
ness and  inexperience  of  the  troops,  both  officers  and  men,  or  if  there 
has  been  more  true  fighting  qualities  displayed  by  any  people,  I  should 
be  pleased  to  know  it. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  fight,  we  may  say  that  we  operated  over 
an  unknown  country,  against  a  position  which  was  15  per  cent,  better 
than  our  own,  every  foot  of  ground  and  approaches  being  well  known 
to  the  enemy,  and  that  these  disadvantages  were  fatally  enhanced  by 
the  faulty  position  of  our  right  wing. 

The  force  we  fought  is  estimated  as  follows : 

We  have  prisoners  from  one  hundred  and  thirty -two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry (consolidations  counted  as  one),  averaging  from  those  in  General 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  207. 
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Bushrod  Johnson's  division  411  each,  say,  for  certain,  350  men  each, 
which  will  give — * 

132  regiments  of  infantry,  say  350  men  each 46,200 

12  battalions  of  sliarpsliooters,  say  100  men  each 1,200 

23  batteries  of  artillery,  say  80  men  each 1, 840 

29  regiments  of  cavalry,  say  400  men  each,  and  >  j,  o  050 

24  organizations  of  cavalry,  say  70  men  each  5 ' 

220  62,490 

Their  average  loss,  taken  from  the  statistics  of  Cleburne's,  Breckin- 
ridge's, and  Withers'  divisions,  was  about  2,080  each.  This,  for  six 
divisions  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry,  will  amount  to  14,560  men,  or 
to  ours  nearly  as  165  to  100. 

Of  14,560  rebels  struck  by  our  missiles,  it  is  estimated  that  20,000 
rounds  of  artillery  hit  728  men ;  2,000,000  rounds  of  musketry  hit  13,832 
men,  averaging  27.4  cannon-shots  to  hit  1  man ;  145  musket-shots  to 
hit  1  man. 

Our  relative  loss  was  as  follows:  Eight  wing,  15,933  musketry  and 
artillery ;  loss,  20.72  per  cent.  Center,  10,866  musketry  and  artillery ; 
loss,  18.4  per  cent.  Left  wing,  13,288  musketry  and  artillery ;  loss, 
24.6  per  cent. 

On  the  whole,  it  is  evident  that  we  fought  superior  numbers  on  un- 
known ground;  inflicted  much  more  injury  than  we  suffered;  were 
always  superior  on  equal  ground  with  equal  numbers,  and  failed  of  a 
most  crushing  victory  on  Wednesday  by  the  extension  and  direction  of 
our  right  wing. 

This  closes  the  narrative  of  the  movements  and  seven  days'  fighting 
which  terminated  with  the  occupation  of  Murfreesborough.  For  a 
detailed  history  of  the  parts  taken  in  the  battles  by  the  different 
commands,  their  obstinate  bravery  and  patient  endurance,  in  which  the 
new  regiments  vied  with  those  of  more  experience,  I  must  refer  to  the 
accompanying  sub-reports  of  the  corps,  division,  brigade,  regimental, 
and  artillery  commanders. 

Besides  the  mention  which  has  been  already  made  of  the  services  of 
our  artillery  by  the  brigade,  division,  and  corps  commanders,  I  deem 
it  a  duty  to  say  that  such  a  marked  evidence  of  skill  in  handling  the 
batteries,  and  in  firing  low  and  with  such  good  effect,  appears  in  this 
battle  to  deserve  special  commendation. 

Among  the  lesser  commands  which  deserve  special  mention  for  dis- 
tinguished services  in  the  battle  is  the  Pioneer  Corps,  a  body  of  1,700  men, 
composed  of  details  from  the  companies  of  each  infantry  regiment,  organ- 
ized and  instructed  by  Capt.  James  St.  Clair  Morton,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
chief  engineer  of  this  army,  which  marched  as  an  infantry  brigade  with 
the  left  wing,  making  bridges  at  Stewart's  Creek;  prepared  and  guarded 
the  ford  at  Stone's  Eiver  on  the  night  of  the  29th  and  30th ;  supported 
Stokes'  battery,  and  fought  with  valor  and  determination  on  the  31st, 
holding  its  position  till  relieved  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  ;  advancing 
with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  gallantry  to  support  Van  Cleve's 
division  against  the  attack  on  our  left  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day, 
constructing  a  bridge  and  batteries  between  that  time  and  Saturday 
evening.  The  efficiency  and  esprit  du  corps  suddenly  developed  in  this 
command,  its  gallant  behavior  in  action,  and  the  eminent  services  it  is 

*  See  Union  correspondence,  December  16,  1862,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  T.  Boyle's  report  of 
Confederate  prisoners  received  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  from  October  1  to  December  14, 
1862,  Series  I,  Vol.  XVI,  Part  II,  p.  676. 
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continually  rendering  the  army,  entitle  both  officers  and  men  to  special 
public  notice  and  thanks,  while  they  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  the 
distinguished  ability  and  capacity  of  Captain  Morton,  who  will  do  honor 
to  his  promotion  to  a  brigadier-general,  which  the  President  has  prom- 
ised him. 

The  ability,  order,  and  method  exhibited  in  the  management  of  the 
wounded  elicited  the  warmest  commendations  from  all  our  general  offi- 
cers, in  which  I  most  cordially  join.  Notwithstanding  the  numbers  to 
be  cared  for,  through  the  energy  of  Dr.  Swift,  medical  director,  ably 
assisted  by  Dr.  Weeds  and  the  senior  surgeons  of  the  various  com- 
mands, there  was  less  suffering  from  delay  than  I  have  ever  before  wit- 
nessed. 

The  Tenth  Eegiment  of  Ohio  Volunteers,  at  Stewart's  Greek,  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  W.  Burke  commanding,  deserves  especial  praise  for  the  ability 
and  spirit  with  which  they  held  that  post,  defended  our  trains,  succored 
their  guards,  chased  away  Wheeler's  rebel  cavalry,  saving  a  large  wagon- 
train,  and  arrested  and  retained  for  service  stragglers  from  the  battle- 
field. 

The  First  Eegiment  of  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics,  at  La 
Yergne,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Innes,  fighting  behind  a  slight 
protection  of  wagons  and  brush,  gallantly  repulsed  a  charge  from  more 
than  ten  times  their  number  of  Wheeler's  cavalry. 

For  distinguished  acts  of  individual  zeal,  heroism,  gallantry,  and  good 
conduct,  I  refer  to  the  accompanying  lists  of  special  mentions  and  rec- 
ommendations for  promotion,  wherein  are  named  some  of  the  many 
noble  men  who  have  distinguished  themselves  and  done  honor  to  their 
country  and  the  starry  symbol  of  its  unity.  But  those  named  there  are 
by  no  means  all  whose  names  will  be  inscribed  on  the  rolls  of  honor  we 
are  preparing,  and  hope  to  have  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  our 
countrymen. 

To  say  that  such  men  as  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  true  and 
prudent,  distinguished  in  council  and  on  many  a  battle-field  for  his 
courage,  or  Major-General  McCook,  a  tried,  faithful,  and  loyal  soldier, 
who  bravely  breasted  the  battle  at  Shiloh  and  at  Perryville,  and  as 
bravely  on  the  bloody  field  of  Stone's  Eiver,  and  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L. 
Crittenden,  whose  heart  is  that  of  a  true  soldier  and  patriot,  and  whose 
gallant^^y,  often  attested  by  his  companions  in  arms  on  other  fields,  wit- 
nessed many  times  by  this  army  long  before  I  had  the  honor  to  com- 
mand it,  and  never  more  conspicuously  than  in  this  combat,  maintained 
their  high  character  throughout  this  action,  but  feebly  expresses  my 
feeling  of  obligation  to  them  for  counsel  and  sui^port  from  the  time  of 
my  arrival  to  the  present  liour.  I  doubly  thank  them,  as  well  as  the 
gallant  and  ever-ready  Major-Geucral  Eousseau,  for  their  support  in 
this  battle.  • 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley,  already  distinguished  in  four  successful 
battles — Island  No.  10 ;  May  27,  before  Corinth  ;  luka,  and  the  battle  of 
Corinth — at  this  time  in  command  of  our  ten  regiments  of  cavalry, 
fought  the  enemy's  forty  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  held  them  at  bay, 
or  beat  them  wherever  he  could  meet  them.  He  ought  to  be  made  a 
major-general  for  his  service,  and  also  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

As  for  such  brigadiers  as  Negley,  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  Johnson,  Pal- 
mer, Hascall,  Van  Cleve,  Wood,  Mitchell,  Cruft,  and  Sheridan,  they 
ought  to  be  major-generals  in  our  service.  In  such  brigade  command- 
ers as  Colonels  Carlin,  Miller,  Hazen,  Samuel  Beatty,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Ohio ;  Gibson,  Grose,  Wagner,  John  Beatty,  of  the  Third  Ohio  j  Harker, 
Starkweather,  Stanley,  and  others,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the 
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accompanying  reports,  the  Government  may  well  confide.  They  are  the 
men  from  whom  our  troops  should  at  once  be  supplied  with  brigadier- 
generals  ;  and  justice  to  the  brave  men  and  officers  of  the  regiments 
equally  demand  their  promotion  to  give  them  and  their  regiments  their 
proper  leaders.  Many  captains  and  subalterns  also  showed  great  gal- 
lantry and  capacity  for  superior  commands.  But,  above  all,  the  sturdy 
rank  and  file  showed  invincible  fighting  courage  and  stamina,  worthy 
of  a  great  and  free  nation,  requiring  only  good  officers,  discipline,  and 
instructions  to  make  them  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  troops  in  ancient 
or  modern  times.  To  them  I  offer  my  most  heartfelt  thanks  and  good 
wishes.  Words  of  mine  cannot  add  to  the  renown  of  our  brave  and 
patriotic  officers  and  soldiers  who  fell  on  the  field  of  honor,  nor  in- 
crease respect  for  their  memory  in  the  hearts  of  our  countrymen. 

The  names  of  such  men  as  Lieut.  Col.  J.  P.  Garesch^,  the  pure  and 
noble  Christian  gentleman  and  chivalric  officer,  who  gave  his  life  an 
early  offering  on  the  altar  of  his  country^s  fi  eedom  5  the  gentle,  true, 
and  accomplished  General  Sill  5  the  brave,  ingenuous,  and  able  Colonels 
Koberts,  Milliken,  Schaefer,  McKee,  Eead,  Forman,  Fred.  Jones,  Haw- 
kins, Kell,  and  the  gallant  and  faithful  Major  Carpenter,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Eegulars,  and  many  other  field  officers,  will  live  in  our  country's 
history,  as  will  those  of  many  others  of  inferior  rank,  whose  soldierly 
deeds  on  this  memorable  battle-field  won  for  them  the  admiration  of 
their  companions,  and  will  dwell  in  our  memories  in  long  future  years, 
after  God,  in  his  mercy,  shall  have  given  us  peace,  and  restored  us  to 
the  bosom  of  our  homes  and  families. 

Simple  justice  to  the  gallant  officers  of  my  staff,  the  noble  and  la- 
mented Lieutenant-Colonel  Garesch6,  chief  of  staff' ;  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Taylor,  chief  quartermaster;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Simmons,  chief  commis- 
sary; Maj.C.  Goddard,  senior  aide-de-camp;  Maj.Ealston  Skinner, judge- 
advocate-general;  Lieut.  Frank  S.  Bond,  aide-de-camp  of  General  Tyler; 
Capt.  Charles  K.  Thompson,  my  aide-de-camp ;  Lieut.  Byron  Kirby, 
Sixth  U.  S.  Infantry,  aide-de-camp,  who  was  wounded  on  the  31st ;  E. 
S.  Thorns,  esq.,  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati  bar,  who  acted  as  volunteer 
aide-de-camp,  behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry ;  Colonel  Barnett, 
chief  of  artillery  and  ordnance ;  Capt.  J.  H.  Gilman,  Nineteenth  U.  S. 
Infantry,  inspector  of  artillery ;  Capt.  James  Curtis,  Fifteenth  U.  S. 
Infantry,  assistant  inspector- general ;  Captain  Wiles,  Twenty-second 
Indiana,  provost-marshal-general;  Captain  Michler,  chief  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers  ;  Capt.  Jesse  Merrill,  Signal  Corps,  whose  corps  behaved 
well;  Capt.  Elmer  Otis,  Fourth  Eegular  Cavalry,  who  commanded  the 
courier  line  connecting  the  various  headquarters  most  successfully,  and 
who  made  a  most  oi)portune  and  brilliant  charge  on  Wheeler's  cavalry, 
routing  a  brigade  and  recapturing  300  of  our  prisoners ;  Lieutenant  Ed- 
son,  United  States  ordnance  officer,  who,  during  the  battle  of  Wednesday, 
distributed  ammunition  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  be- 
haved bravely ;  Captain  Hubbard  and  Lieutenant  Newberry,  who  joined 
my  staff  on  the  field  and  acted  as  aides,  rendered  valuable  service  in 
carrying  orders  on  the  field ;  Lieut.  E.  G.  Eoys,  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry, 
who  commanded  the  escort  of  the  headquarters  train,  and  distinguished 
himself  for  gallantry  and  efficiency — all  not  only  performed  their  appro- 
priate duties  to  my  entiie  satisfaction,  but,  accompanying  me  every- 
where, carrying  orders  through  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  watching  while 
others  slept,  and  never  weary  when  duty  called,  deserve  my  public 
thanks  and  the  respect  and  gratitude  of  the  army. 

With  all  the  facts  of  the  battle  fully  before  me,  the  relative  numbers 
and  positions  of  our  troops  and  those  of  the  rebels,  the  gallantry  and 
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obstinacy  of  the  contest  and  the  final  result,  I  say,  from  conviction,  and 
as  public  acknowledgment  due  to  Almighty  God,  in  closing  this  report, 
"  Non  nobis  Domine  1  non  nobis  sed  nomini  tuo  da  gloriam.^^ 

W.  S.  EOSEGRANS, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General,  U,  S,  Army, 


Effective  force  of  infantry  and  artillery,  Decemher  31,  1862. 


Command. 


f 

QQ 


if 


WJ 

I 

I 


RIGHT  WING. 


FIB8T  DIVIBION. 


Brigadier-General  Davis. 


Ist  Brigade,  Colonel  Post 

2d  Brigade,  Colonel  Carlin 

3d  Brigade,  Colonel  Woodruff. . 


Total  division . 


SECOiro  DIVISION. 

Brigadier-General  Johnson. 


1st  Brigade,  Colonel  Gibson  . . 
2d  Brigade,  Colonel  Dodge. . . 
3d  Brigade,  Colonel  Baldwin. 


Total  division. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


Brigadier-General  Shsbidan. 


Ist  Brigade,  Colonel  Greusel. . 
2d  Brigade,  Colonel  Laiboldt. 
3d  Brigade,  ColoneA  Bradley. . 


Total  division  . . 


Total  right  wing 


CENTER.* 

FIRST  [third]  DIVISION. 

Major-General  Rousseau. 


1st  Brigade,  Colonel  Scribner , 

2d   Brigade,  Colonel  Beatty 

3d   Brigade,  Colonel  Starkweather 
4th  Brigade,  Colonel  Shepherd 


Total  division . , 


SECOND  [eighth]  DIVISION. 

Brigadier-General  Nbglby. 


Ist  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Spears. 

2d  r29th]  Brigade,  Colonel  Stanley 

3d  [7th]  Brigade,  Colonel  Miller 


Total  division 

Total  center  corps . 


1,418 
1,781 
1,445 


161 
619 
226 


4,644 


1,006 


1,650 
2,100 
2,500 


472 
405 
291 


6,250 


1,168 


1,839 
1,680 
1,520 


479 
206 
443 


5,039 


1,128 


15,  933 


3,302 


1,588 
1,534 
1,548 
1,566 


208 

281 

28 

561 


6,236 


1,078 


812 
1,822 
1,998 


16 

500 
410 


4,632    926 


10, 868 


2,004 


11.33 
34.75 
15.64 


21.66 


28.66 
19.28 
11.64 


18.68 


26.05 
12.25 
29.14 


20.72 


20.72 


13.10 

18.33 

1.80 

35.82 


17.28 


2.00 
27.44 
20.00 


20.00 


18.44 


Wallier's  brigade,  First  Division  not  accounted  for  in  original. 
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9 
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LEFT  WING. 

FIBBT  DinSIOH. 

Brigadier-General  WOOD. 


Ist  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Hascall. 

2d  Brigade,  Colonel  Wagner. . .  w 

3d  Brigade,  Colonel  Barker 


Total  division. 


BSCOND  DIYIBION. 

Brigadier-General  Palmkb. 


let  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Cmffc. 

2d  Brigade,  Colonel  Hazen 

3d  Brigade,  Colonel  Grose 


Total  division. 


THIBD  DIVIfllON. 

Brigadier-General  Van  Gleyb. 


1st  Brigade,  Col.  S.  Beatty 

2d  Brigade,  Colonel  FyflFe 

3d  Brigade,  Colonel  Matthews  [Price]. 


Total  division.. 
Total  left  wing. 


PIONBBB  BBIGADB. 


Captain  Morton . 
Gavalzy 


CATALBT. 


1,701 
l,6i4 
1,747 


5,002 


1,207 
1,385 
1,768 


4,360 


1,216 

708 

1,822 


3,836 


13,288 


1,700 


3,200 


343 
320 

454 


1,126 


255 
336 
516 


1,107 


411 
288 
342 


1,041 


3*274 


30 


84 


20.17 
20.00 
26.00 

22.11 


21.12 
24.25 
29.18 


25.40 


33.80 
36.09 

18.75 


27.14 


24.64 


1.76 


2.60 


BBOAPITULATIOK. 

Bight  wing 15,944 

Center  corps 10,868 

Left  wing 13,288 

Pioneer  Brigade 1,700 

Total  infantry  and  artillery 41,800 

Cavalry  division 3,200 

Total 45.000 


Deducting  wagon  guard. 


1,600 


Total 43,400 

Combined  loss,  killed  and  wounded,  8,778,  or  20.22  per  cent,  of  the  forces  engaged.* 


Names  specially  mentioned  for  important  services  and  particular  aet8,^c.,  inofficial  reports. 


Name  and  rank. 


E.   W.  Johnson,  brigadier- 
general. 
P.  H.  Sheridan,    brigadier- 

J general, 
erson  C.  Davis,  brigadier- 
general 


Regiment  or  detachment. 


Service  performed. 


^Commanding  divisions  in 
f  the  right  wing. 


For  gallant  conduct  during  the  battle,  and 
for  prompt  support  and  conscientious 
attention  to  duty  during  their  service 

with  the  right  wing. 


*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  207. 
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Namu  specially  nientioned  for  imporiant  services,  4'^. — Coutmaed. 


Name  and  rank. 


D.  S.  Stanley,  brigadier-gen- 
eral. 

Haaoallf  brigadier-general — 

Ci-uft,  brigadier-general 


T.  J.  Wood,  brigadier-gen- 
eral. 

H.  P.  Van  Cleve,  brigadier- 
general. 

John  M.  Palmer,  brigadier- 
general. 

J.  S.  Negley,  brigadier-gen- 
eral. 

C.  McDermont,  surgeon 

G.  D.  Beebe,  surgeon 

A.  J.  Phelp§,  surgeon 


Mintryr,  colonel,  commanding 
First  Brigade. 


Murray,  colonel 


Zahm,  colonel. 


W.  H.  Gibson,  colonel. 


Charles  Anderson,  colonel 

Wallace,  colonel 

Dodge,  colonel 

Baldwin,  colonel 

O.  D.  Wagner,  colonel 

C.  G.  Harker,  colonel 


fohn  W.  Blake,  colonel 


Uazen,  colonel. 


W.  Grose,  colonel  ■ 


Sedgewick,  colonel 

Euyart,  colonel 

Ross,  colonel 

Osbom,  colonel 

Samuel  Beatty,  colonel 


Begimeut  or  dotaohment. 


Chief  of  cavalry 

Commanding  let  Brigade. . . 
Ist  Brigade 


I 


i 


Medical  director,  staflf  of 
Major-General  McCook. 

Medical  director,  staff  of 
Major-Genei-al  Thomas. 

Medical  director,  on  staff  of 
Major-General  Critteudon. 

4th  Micliigau  Cavalry 


3d  Kentucky  Cavalry. 


3d  Ohio  Cavalry. 


49th  Ohio  Volunteers ;  com- 
manded Willich's  brigade. 


93d  Ohio  Volunteers. 


Service  performed. 


rs..  > 
rs-.  ) 


15th  Ohio  Volunteers 
30th  Indiana  Volunteers 
6th  Indiana  Volunteers . . 
15th  Indiana,  commanding 
brigade. 


e5th  Ohio  Volunteers. 


40th  Indiana  Volunteers. . 


4l8t  Ohio  Volunteers 


36th  Indiana  Volunteers . . . 


2d    Kentucky   Volunteer 
Infiantry. 

Ist    Kentucky  Volunteer 
Infantry. 

90th   Ohio  Volunteer   In- 
fantry. 

3l8t  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. , 

19th    Ohio    Volunteer    In- 
fantry. 


Commanded  advance  of  right  wing  during 
its  advance  from  NolensTille:  is  spe- 
cially mentioned  for  energy  and  skill. 

Deserves  commendation  ana  gratitude  of 
his  country. 

For  holding  an  important  position,  and 
for  extricating  his  command  from  the 
mass  of  confusion  around  him. 

Specially  mentioned  for  distinguished  gal- 
lantry and  the  skill  with  which  they 
handled  their  commands.  Generals 
Van  Cleve  and  Wood  were  wounded, 
but  remained  with  their  commands 
until  after  the  battle  was  over. 

Specially  mentioned  for  the  courage  and 
skill  displayed  in  handling  his  com- 
mand. 

For  gallant  conduct  in  the  field,  and  great 
care  and  consideration  for  the  wounded. 

For  great  zeal,  energy,  and  efficiency. 

For  prompt  attention  to  the  wounded; 
great  energy  and  efficiency  in  discharge 
of  his  duties. 

Deserves  credit  for  the  management  of  his 
command  on  the  march  and  in  several 
engagements. 

Bendered  important  and  distinguished 
service,  gallantly  charging  and  dispers- 
ing the  enemy's  cavah^  in  their  attack 
on  our  train  on  Wednesday,  3l8t. 

Contributed  greatly,  by  his  personal  ex- 
ample, to  the  restoration  of  order  and 
confidence  in  that  portion  of  the  Second 
Brigade  stampedeo.  by  the  enemy's  at- 
tack on  Wednesday. 

Has  been  several  times  before  recom- 
mended for  promotion,  and  is  again 
recommended  by  General  Johnson,  for 
meritorious  conduct.  Is  also  specially 
mentioned  by  Major-Generals  McCook 
and  Crittenden. 

Honorable  mention  for  gallant  conduct,  by 
Major-General  Bousseau. 

Kecommended  for  promotion,  for  coolness 
and  courage  on  the  field  of  battle. 

Has  commanded  a  brigade  for  a  year ;  is 
recommended  for  promotion  for  brave 
and  skUlfal  conduct  during  the  late  bat- 
Ues. 

Has  commanded  a  brigade  for  a  year;  is 
recommended  for  promotion,  for  brave 
and  skillful  conduct.  He  is  also  spe- 
cially mentioned  by  Major-General  Mc- 
Cook, for  valuable  sei-vices  with  the 
right  wing. 

Kocommended  to  be  dishonorably  dis- 
charged lor  being  so  diunk  as  to  oe un- 
fit for  duty.  Before  going  into  action 
on  the  31st,  was  ordered  in  arrest  by  his 
immediate  commander.  Colonel  Wag- 
ner, and  was  next  heard  from  in  Nash- 
ville, claiming  to  be  wounded  and  a  pa- 
roled prisoner. 

Commanded  a  brigade ;  is  specially  men- 
tioned for  courage  and  skifl  in  handling 
his  troops,  and  for  maintaining  an  im- 
portant position. 

Commanded  brigade ;  is  recommended 
for  coolness  and  bravery  in  fighting  his 
troops  against  a  superior  force. 


Displayed  marked  gallantry  on  the  field, 
and  nandled  their  respective  commands 
with  skill  and  judgment. 


Commanding  brigade;  for  coolness,  intre- 
pidity, ana  skill 
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Name  and  rank. 


Fyffe,  colonel. 


Trrlder,  colonel. 


C.  O.  Loomls,  colonel 

John  C.  Starkweather,  colonel 
William  SirweU,  colonel  . . 
Granville  Moody,  colonel.. 
HuU,  colonel 


Greusel,  colonel  . 
Bradley,  colonel  . 
Sherman,  colonel 


Hotchkiss,  nontenant  -  colo- 
nel. 
Jones,  lieutenant-colonel  — 

W.  W.  Berry,  lientenant-col- 
oneL 


Shepherd,  lieutenant-colonel. 

Neibling,  lieutenant-colonel. . 

Laiboldt,  lieutenant-colonel. . 

McCreery,  lieutenant  -  colo- 
nel. 
Klein,  major 


Otis,  captain. 


Lyne  Starling,  major 


John  H.  King,  m^or 

Caqjenter,  major 

Slemmer,  major 

Townsend,  major 

Caldwell,  major 

Miller,  major 

Chandler,  major 

Hibhard,  major. 

John  Mendouhall,  captain, 
chief  of  artillery,  and  topo- 
graphical engineer,  staff 
of  Major-Grcneral  Cri  tten- 
den. 

Chambers,  captain 


Gladwjn,  captain . 
Standart,  captain. 


5l8t  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 1 
fantry.  I 

73d  Indiana  Volunteer  In-  j 
fantry.  J 

Company  B,  1st  Ohio  Artil- 
lery. 

Company  E,  1st  Ohio  Artil- 
lery. 


G.  P .  Thruston,  captain Ist  Ohio  Volunteer  In  fantry 


Edgarton,  captain. 


Begiment  or  dotaohmeBt. 


69th    Ohio   Volunteer    In- 
fantry. 


9th   Kentucky    Volunteer 
Infantry. 

1st  Michigan  Artillery 


Ist  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry. 

78th  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Infantry. 

74th   Ohio  Volunteer   In- 
fantry. 

37th  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 

3Gth  Illinois  Volunteers  . .  } 

51st  Illinois  Volunteers  ..  3 

88th  Illinois  Volunteers 

89th  Illinois  Volunteer  In-  ] 
fantiy.  I 

39th  Indiana  Volunteer  In-  [ 
fantry.  J 

Commanding  Louisville  Le- 
gion. 


18th  U.  S.  Infantry,  com- 
manding rejjular  brigade. 

Commanding  2l8tOhio  Vol- 
unteer Infantiy. 

2d  Missouri  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 

21st  Michigan  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. 

3d  Indiana  Cavalry 


Commanding  4  th  U.  S.  Cav- 
alry. 


Assistant  adjutant-general. 


15th  U.  S.  Infantry 
19th  U.  S.  Infantry 
16th  U.  S.  Infantry 
18th  U.  S.  Infantry 

18th  U.  S.  Inluntry J 

3Gth  Illinois  Volunteers 
88th  Illinois  Volunteers.  . 
24th  Wisconsin  Vols 
4th    U.  S.  Artillery. 


!;;;! 


Service  performed. 


Is  recommended  for  coolness,  intrepidity, 
anil  skill.  Is  also  specially  mentioned 
by  Major-General  McCook,  for  valuable 
services  Avith  the  right  wing. 

Commanded  brigade,  and  is  specially 
mentioned  for  gallantry  and  coolness 
under  trying  circumstances. 

Eendered  most  important  services 
throughout  the  battle. 

Commanding  brigade;  especially  men- 
tioned for  coolness,  skill,  and  courage. 


For  the  skill  and  ability  with  which  they 
handled  their  respective  commands. 


Are  specially  commended  for  skill  and 

courage. 
Honorably  mentioned  for  distinguished 

service. 

Recommended  for  promotion  for  merito- 
rious conduct. 

Specially  mentioned  for  gallant  and  mer- 
itorious conduct.  Is  also  specially  men- 
tioned by  Major-General  Rousseau,  for 
retreating  in  good  order  before  an  over- 
whelming force,  and  drawing  off  by 
hand  a  section  of  artillery  he  had  been 
ordered  to  support. 

Specially  mentioned  by  Maj.  Gen.  L.  H. 
Rousseau. 

For  skill  and  ability  during  the  battles. 

Specially  commended  for  skill  and  cour- 
age. 

Honorably  mentioned  for  distinguished 
services. 

On  the  27th  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
Noleusvillepike  and  put  them  to  flight. 

With  his  regunent  rendered  important 
and  distinguished  service,  gallantly 
charging  and  dispersing  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  in  their  attack  upon  our  train 
on  Wednesday,  the  31st. 

Specially  mentioned  by  Major-General 
Crittenden,  for  gallantry  in  the  battle, 
general  efficiency,  and  eighteen  months' 
faithful  service. 

Commanding  their  respective  regiments  ; 
are  specially  mentioned  for  distin- 
guished gallantry  and  ability.  Major 
Carpenter  was  killed,  and  Majors  King 
and  Slemmer  wounded. 

Honorably  mentioned. 

Recommended  for  promotion,  for  general 
efficiency  and  personal  bravery  and 
good  conduct  in  battle. 


These  brave  officers,  with  120  men,  drove 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy  from  a  cov- 
ered position  and  unmasked  his  battery. 

For  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he  hand- 
led his  guns  and  brought  them  off  the 
field. 

Was  guilty  of  a  grave  error  in  taking 
evenapartof  his  battery  horses  to  water 
at  an  unseasonable  hour,  and  thereby 
losing  his  guns. 

Is  specially  mentioned  by  Major-General 
McCook  and  otheis  for  particular  acts  of 
gallantry,  skill,  and  good  conduct.  Men- 
tioned by  Generals  Sheiidan,  Johnson, 
Davis,  and  by.  Colonel  Carlin,  command- 
ing brigade. 
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Name  and  tuik. 


Hale,  captain 

Litson,  captain 

Crofton,  captain 

Fulmer,  captain 

Mulligan,  captain 

Gnenther,  captain 

HoBCOck,  captain 

Bridges,  captain 

Balding,  lieatenant 

RichanI  Jerris,  lieutenant 


Lamberson,  lientenaut 

Wyman  Murphy,  lieatenant. . 

W.  S.  FUh,  aMiitant  sorgeon. 


Regiment  or  detacliment. 


76th  minolB  Volunteers. . 
22d  Indiana  Volunteers . . 


.1 


16th  XJ.  S.  Infantry 

15th  U.S.Infantiy ^ 

19th  XT.  a  In&ntry 

Gempany  H,  5th  Artillery. 

1st  Miasoari  Battery 

19th  Illinois  Volunteers 

Commanding   Company  A, 

Ist  Ohio  Artillery. 
8th  Indiana  Battery 


19th  Illinois  Volunteers. . .  > 
21gt  Wisconsin  Volunteers  i 

3d  Indiana  Caralry 


Service  performed. 


Specially  mentioned  for  gallant  condnct 
in  skirmisMng. 

These  three  infantry  captains  commanded 
their  respective  battalions  after  their 
majors  had  been  disabled,  and  behaved 
with  great  gallantry  and  skill,  although 
opposed  by  an  overwhelming  number. 

Deaerves  great  credit  and  special  men- 
tion. 

Specially  mentioned  for  bravery  and  skill 
in  the  battles  and  for  general  efficiency. 

Continued  in  command  of  his  regiment 
after  receiving  a  painful  wound. 

Recommended  for  promotion  for  saving 
three  guns  of  his  battery.  (Groodspeed's.) 

Behaved  in  a  cowardly  manner,  by  re- 
tiring his  section  at  a  critical  moment 
without  notifying  his  company  com- 
mander. He  is  recommended  for  dis- 
missal. 

Inspectors  of  Pioneer  Brigade.  Are  spe- 
cially mentioned  in  two  reports  for  gal- 
lant conduct  and  energy. 

Fled  during  tJie  battle  to  Nashville,  and 
is  recommended  by  Major-General  Mc- 
Cook  for  dismissal.  This  man  passed 
himself  off  as  an  assistant  surgeon; 
proved  to  be  a  private.  Case  being 
attended  to. 


Enlisted  men  recommended  for  gallant  conduct  during  the  battle  of  Stone^s  Biver,  Tenn. 

Quartermaster-Sergeant  Colbum,  Thirty -third  Ohio  Volunteers. 
First  Sergeant  German,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery. 
Sergeant  Ferguson,  Company  G,  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sergeant  Holden,  Company  G,  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sergeant  McKay,  Company  E,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sergeant  McMahon,  Company  H,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sergt.  R.  B.  Rhodes,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
Sergt.  Jason  Hurd,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sergt.  H.  A.  Mills,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sergt.  A.  R.  Weaver,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sergt.  F.  Mechling,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Sergt.  P.  A.  Weaver,  Seventy-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Corpl.  James  T.  Slater,  Second  Indiana  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
Corpl.  J.  p.  Patterson,  Company  G,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.    • 
Corpl.  W.  Hughes,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Private  R.  J.  Pindle,  Company  L,  wagoner.     (Especially  recommended  by  ColoneJ 
Murray,  colonel  of  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry.) 
Private  A.  F.  Freeman,  orderly,  with  Brigadier-General  Davis. 
Private  Abijah  Lee,  orderly,  with  Brigadier-General  Davis. 
Private  James  Gray,  Company  E,  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Private  William  Hayman,  Second  Indiana  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
Private  William  Brown,  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Private  Nelson  Shields,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Private  S.  T.  MitcheU,  Company  B,  Thirty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

ADDENDA. 

Special  meniion  of  gallantry f  ^o. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Housum,  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Captain  Brigham,  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Captain  Cox,  Tenth  Indiana  Battery. 

Capt.  James  P.  Mead,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieut.  John  L.  Dillon,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Lieutenant  Jones,  Post's  brigade. 

1st.  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  captnred  a  rebel  flag  from  the  Twenty 
sixth  Regiment  Tennessee,  assisted  by  other  regiments  of  General  Negley's  division. 
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2d.  Lieutenant  Guenthcr's  battery  and  the  Second  Ohio  Volunteers  captured  the 
flag  of  the  Thirtieth  Arkansas  Volunteers. 

3d.  Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood  commanding,  charged 
and  captured  173  prisoners  from  Twentieth  Louisiana  Regiment. 

4th.  Thirteenth  Michigan  Volunteers  gallantly  recaptured  two  guns  belonging  to 
Captain  Bradley's  battery. 

5th.  Carlin's  brigade  lost  half  its  field  officers  in  killed  and  wounded. 

6th.  Fifth  Kentucky  Volunteers  dragged  from  the  field  by  hand  a  section  of  artil- 
lery, thi'ough  deep  mud  and  under  heavy  fire. 

7th.  Four  color-bearers  of  the  Twenty-first  Illinois  were  shot  down,  yet  the  colors 
were  borne  safely  through  the  fight. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  February  27, 1863. 
Colonel  Kelton, 

Staff  of  the  Oeneral-in- Chiefs  Washington: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  inclosed  letter 
of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Eosecrans,  commanding  department.  The  general 
desired  me  to  make  such  verbal  explanations  as  the  General-in-Chief 
might  require. 

I  also  inclose  a  statement  of  our  available  force  in  and  about  Mur- 
freesborough,  which  differs  considerably  from  the  "  paper  "  army. 

I  shall  remain  in  the  city  no  longer  than  to-morrow,  as  my  health  will 
not  permit  me  to  put  further  off  that  care  and  treatment  which  I  can 
only  obtain  at  home. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  PETERSON, 
Captain  Fifteenth  Infantry,  and  Acting  Assistant 
Inspector- General,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

[InolosBies.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  February  20, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W,  Halleok, 

Commander-in-Chief,  Washington,  D»  C: 

General  :  Captain  Peterson,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  being 
obliged  to  change  climate  by  medical  direction,  I  avail  myself  of  his 
zeal  and  intelligence  to  send  you  some  details  of  this  army,  showing  the 
percentage  of  absentees  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  an  army  in  battle : 

1st.  I  find  from  careful  examination  that  the  average  percentage  of 
the  present  and  absent,  now  present,  is : 

Per  cent. 

For  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps 56.01 

For  the  Twentieth  Army  Corps 50.16 

For  the  Twenty-first  Army  Corps 50.44 

Presuming  that  each  of  these  corps  has  fought  but  one  great  battle, 
in  which  they  lost  as  follows,  viz : 

Per  cent. 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps 18.44 

Twentieth  Army  Corps 20.50 

Twenty-first  Army  Corps 24.64 

Average  loss  for  the  entire  command 20. 03 

We  have  before  the  battle : 

Per  cent. 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps 63.42 

Twentieth  Army  Corps 64.60 

T'wenty-frst  Army  Corps 66.93 


206  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  8W.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXn. 

Hence,  before  the  battle  we  have  to  pay  100  men  for  the  above  per 
cent.,  and  we  now  have  the  preceding  percentage  for  each  hundred  on 
the  pay-roll.  Although  these  are  better  results  than  I  have  expected, 
they  are  much  worse  than  they  ought  to  be.  I  am  now  endeavoring  to 
bring  the  absentees  to  some  rule,  and  reduce  their  numbers.  The  in- 
spection system  detects  the  illegal  absentees,  but  it  requires  in  addition 
the  paymasters  with  the  corps  to  know  who  ought  not  to  be  paid. 

Captain  Peterson  comes  to  show  what  means  we  use  to  detect  absen- 
tees, and  what  even  then  are  our  results. 

He  is  also  charged  to  carry  on  a  form  of  return,  which,  if  adopted  in 
the  Adjutant-GeneraPs  office  and  throughout  the  army,  will  force  the 
various  commanders  to  give  such  data  in  their  returns  as  will  afford 
means  of  knowing  the  true  condition  and  strength  of  our  forces,  which, 
with  the  present  forms  in  use,  is  not  the  case. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSEOEANB, 
Major-General,  Commanding  Department. 

STATEMENT  OF  FORCE. 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps 27,72£ 

Twentieth  Army  Corps 13,031 

Twenty-first  ArmyCorps 13,061 

Cavalry  not  inclnded 4,295 

Total 58,112 

Detached  troops : 

Nashville 7,495 

Gallatm 3,550 

Bowling  Green 1,840 

Clarksvill© 1,674 

Total 14,559 

Grand  total  present 72,671 

Strength  present  and  absent  February  14,  1863 133,305 

Discount 60,634 

Detached  troops 14,559 

Number  that  cannot  be  led  agamst  the  enemy 75, 193 


MUBFREESBOEOUOH,  TENN., 

March  1, 1863—12.23  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  see  that  by  your  permission  the  reports  of  the  corps  commanders 
of  the  battle  of  Stone's  Eiver  are  published.  They  are  but  a  partial  view 
of  the  operations,  and  an  omission  in  General  McCook's  report  to  state 
the  meeting  of  corps  commanders  at  my  headquarters,  and  his  final  in- 
structions on  Tuesday  night,  coupled  with  an  erroneous  statement  in 
General  Johnson's  report,  are  calculated  to  mislead.*  Mine  should  also 
be  published,  omitting  such  statistics  as  ought  not  to  be  made  public. 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS. 

*  See  correspondence  between  Rosecrans  and  McCook  and  letters  from  Stanley  and 
Thomas  in  M^xch,  1863,  Part  II,  pp.  381-383. 
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Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 


Mitrfreesborough,  Tenn., 

March  23,  1863—10.38  p.  m. 


General -in-  Chief: 

Eecent  reports  of  the  senior  surgeon  of  General  Bragg's  army,  left 
here  in  care  of  the  wounded  rebels,  prepared  to  be  sent  to  his  superior, 
of  the  deaths  in  hospitals,  carefully  analyzed  as  to  confirm  the  analytical 
report  of  our  provost-marshal  as  to  the  number  of  regiments,  show  that 
Breckinridge  had  thirty-six  infantry  and  five  cavalry  regiments,  four 
batteries,  and  some  minor  organizations  in  his  division. 

W.  S.  EOSECRAIsrS, 

Major- General. 


No.  3. 


Return  of  casualties  in  the  Union  forces  in  the  Stones  River  (Tennessee) 
campaign,  December  26,  lS^2r-January  5, 1863,  inclusive,* 

[Compiled  from  nominal  list  of  casualties,  returns,  &.C.] 


Command. 


Killed. 


i 


H 


"Wounded. 


I 


H 


Captured 
or  missing. 


s 

o 


B 


"a 


e3 


FOITRTEENTH  ARMY  CORPS. 
Maj.  Gen.  William  S.  ROBiCRAini. 

Staff  and  escort 

RIGHT  WING. 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  McD.  McCoOK. 

FIB8T  DITIfllOlf. 

Brig.  Gen.  jEifFKRSON  C.  DAVia. 
JSnort. 


t6thI]linoi8  Cavalry,  Company  B 

2d  Kentucky  Cavalry,  Company  G. 


Total  escort 

JFHnt  Brigade. 

Col.  P.  Sidney  Post. 

59tli  Illinois 

74th  Illinois 

75thn]inoi8 

22d   Indiana 

Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  5th  Battery . 


43 

34 

10 

34 

5 


Total  First  Brigade 


26 


135 


30 
42 
50 
18 
6 


155 


11 


80 
85 
82 
64 
13 


324 


*  Includes  losses  at  Nolensville  and  Knob  Gap,  December  26 ;  La  Vergne  and  Frank- 
lin, December  96  and  27 ;  Trinne,  December  27 ;  Stewart's  Creek,  December  27 ;  Stone's 
River  or  Murfreesborougb,  December  29-Jannary  4  ;  Stewart's  Creek  and  La  Vergne, 
January  1 ;  Insane  Asylum  or  Cox's  HUl,  January  3 ;  Shelby  ville  and  Manchester 
roads,  January  5. 
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Killed. 

Wonnded. 

Captnred 
or  missing. 

Command. 

i 

1 

i 

1 

S 

1 

o 

i 

'2 

•S 

i 

1 
1 

q 

1 

1 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  WttLIAM  P.  Carlhi. 

2l8t  Illinois 

2 
2 

1 
2 

55 
32 
19 
13 
3 

7 
5 
5 
5 
1 

180 

104 

121 

65 

5 

...... 

69 
34 
66 
33 
1 

303 

38th  Illinois 

177 

i  01  st  Ohio 

212 

15th  Wisconsin 

119 

Minnesota  Light  Artillery,  2d  Battery 

10 

Total  Second  Brigade 

7 

122 

23 

475 

1 

193 

821 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  William  E.  Woodruff. 

Staff 

1 
3 
2 
2 

1 

25th  Illinois 

1 

15 
10 

4 

72 

49 

46 

4 

...... 

5 
25 
15 

1 

96 

35th  Illinois 

86 

81  st  Indiana 

1 

1 

69 

Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  8th  Battery 

6 

Total  Third  Brigade 

3 

29 

8 

171 

1 

46 

258 

Total  First  Division 

11 

178 

40 

786 

2 

400 

1,414 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richakd  W.  JOHN0ON. 
First  Brigade. 

(2.)  Col.  William  Wallace. 
(3.)  Col.  William  H.  Gibson. 

1 
...... 

1 

"""94 
115 

229 

127 

108 

24 

1 

89th  Illinois 

1 

9 
12 

30 
17 

18 

1 

1 
....„ 

2 
6 

45 

40 

116 

68 

88 

4 

150 

167 

39th  Indiana 

380 

15th  Ohio 

215 

49th  Ohio -v. 

2 

222 

Ist  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battory  A 

29 

Total  First  Brigade 

8 

87 

12 

361 

4 

697 

1,164 

Second  Brigade. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  Edwakd  N.  KlRK.t 
(2.)  Col.  Joseph  B.  Dodge. 

Staflf 

1 
2 
3 
2 
2 
1 

1 

34th  Illinois 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

19 
23 
14 

30 
4 
8 

98 
G8 
66 
108 
28 
5 

2 
3 

1 
2 
2 
2 

72 
121 
51 
70 
28 
22 

195 

79th  Illinois 

219 

29th  Indiana 

185 

30th  Indiana 

213 

64 

1st  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B 

32 

Total  Second  Brigade 

6 

93 

11 

373 

12 

364 

859 



Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Philemon  P.  Baldwin 

6th  Indiana 

17 

18 

8 

...... 

1 

60 
73 
4« 

1 

36 
26 
81 

104 

5th  Kentncky 

1 

125 

Ist  Ohio 

139 

*  Wonnded  and  captnred  December  31. 
t  Wonnded  December  31. 
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OoMBuad. 


Third  Bri^odtf— Gontinned. 


93d  Ohio 

Indiana  Light  Artillery,  5th  Battery. 


Total  Third  Brigade 

Ouwtiry. 

3d  Indiana,  CompaniegG,  H,  I,  and  K 

Total  Second  DiTision 

THIRD  Dinsioic. 

Brig.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Shxbisan. 

First  Brigade. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  W.  Sill.* 
(2.)  Col.  Nicholas  Grbubxl. 


Staff 

36th  Ulinois 

88th  Illinois 

2l8t  Michigan 

24th  Wisconsin 

Indiana  Light  Artillery,  4th  Battery. 

Total  First  Brigade 


Second  Brigade. 

(1.)  Col.  FUBDCRICK  SCHABFXB.'' 

(2.)  Lieat.  Col.  Bernard  Laxbouvt. 


Staff 

44th  Illinois 

73d    Illinois     

2d    Missonri 

15th  Missouri 

let  Missomi  Light  Artillery,  Battery  G. 


Total  Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigmde. 

(1.)  Col.    GlORQE    W.    ROBEBTB.* 

(2.)  Col.  Luther  P.  Bsadlet. 


Staff 

22d    Illinois 

27th  Illinois 

42d    Illinois 

51st  Illinois 

Ist  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  Battery  C 


Total  Third  Brigade 

Total  Third  DiTision 

Total  Eight  Wing 

CENTER. 
H^).  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas. 
I  Staff  and  escort 


Killed. 


10 


14 


35 


N 


12 


58 


242 


101 


2% 

15 

7 

9 

5 


6i 


21 
8 

18 
6 
5 


68 


223 


641 


Wounded. 


12 


35 


1 

46 

7 

18 

2 

18 

7 

19 

2 

6 

19 


12 


f^ 


45 

18 


232 


972 


144 

48 
82 
55 
17 


346 


104 
61 
40 
51 
13 


260 


15 


46 


121 


109 
67 
96 
37 
19 


328 


943 


2,700 


Captured 
or  misslBg. 


17 


I 


64 
1 
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16 


1,284 


13 

48 

36 

98 

S 


198 


17 
7 

14 
5 
I 


44 


54 
26 
45 
9 
25 


158 


400 


26   2,084 


*  Killed  December  31. 
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t 


124 
23 


512 


25 


2,560 


2 
212 
112 
143 
174 
26 


669 


1 

155 
88 
62 
72 
20 


398 


1 

193 

103 

161 

57 

51 

566 


1,633 


5,607 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
or  missing. 

OomauMd. 

S 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

wtaant  Dirmeir. 

1C%).  6«n.  LovsLL  H.  Bousbbau. 

HtaMt  lUiA  MMMtrt. 

1 

1 

9 

Firgt  Bri§mde. 

GoL  BUTJAJCni  F.  SCBIBKBB. 

Staff. 

1 

8 

8 

""2 
1 

81 
21 
21 
15 

1 

'  "4" 

7 
11 

28 
6 

2 

38th  Tn<llMi A - - 

1 
3 

18 

• 
2 
3 
8 

112 

2d    Ohio 

62 

33d    Ohio 

34 

94th  Ohio 

64 

10th  Wieoonsin 

25 

Total  First  Brigade 

8 

80 

10 

179 

1 

66 

279 

a«omtd  Brigade. 

Col.  JOHH  Bkattt. 
42(1    Tn«ii^T»A     

17 
8 

8 

17 

1 

« 

4 
1 
1 

76 
47 
31 
86 
10 

2 

i 

32 
19 
17 
23 
2 

132 

88th  Indiana -- -- 

78 

15th  Kentucky. 

S 

60 

3d    Ohio              

106 

let  Michigan  Light  Artillery,  Bttttery  A 

13 

Total  Seoond  Brigade 

a 

51 

12 

228 

3 

98 

389 

ThMLBrigmde. 

Col.  Jomr  G.  STABKWBAfnW. 
24th  DlinoiB 

4 

f 

11 

4 
1 

•>•■*• 

62 
6 

16 

37 

2 

66 

7flth  PftTinnylvftnia 

1 

...... 

1 

16 

lat  Wisconsin .. ............. 

28 

2lBt  WisconBin 

1 

48 

]K«ntn^ky  T^ijrl»t  Artlll«»*y ,  Battery  A 

8 

Total  Third  Brigade 

S 

2 

29 

113 

146 

F(mHk  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Gol.  OuTBB  L.  Shwhibb. 

15th  United  States,  Ist  Battalion 

^ 

10 
10 

28 

80 

6 

4 

7 

6 

5 

74 
126 

116 

98 

67 
6 

17 
16 

2 

5 

10 

106 

Battalion. 

D,  3d  Battalion. 

and  F,  3d  Battalion. 

165 

152 

139 

74 

5th  United  States  Artillery,  Battery  H 

6 

Totflil  Fourth  Brigade                   ... 

90 

22 

476 

50 

641 

Oamiiry. 
2d  Kemtaoky  (six  oompaoiM) 

3 

8 

Total  First  Diriaion 

• 

173 

47 

915 

4 

312 

1,460 

BSOOMD  DimnoH. 

Brig.  Oen.  Jamm  S.  ISmaimt. 

Firtt  Brigade. 

8 

""{' 

f 

19 

7, 

Si     Teytttwe 
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Kiled. 

Wounded. 

Captored 
or  missing. 

GoBUBAnd. 

1 

1 

m 

i 

1 
1 

1 

m 

1 

Fint  Brigade— Continaoi. 
8th   Tennessee* - ...-. 

85th  Illinois  * 

14th  ^Uchigaii 

2 

5 

7 

Wisconsin  liight  Artillery,  10th  Battery* 

Total  First  Brigade 

5 

1 

27 

33 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  TiMOTHT  B.  Stawlbt. 

19th  Illinois                

1 
2 
1 
1 

13 
28 
25 

4 
1 

8 
6 

8 
6 

1 

75 

78 

107 

47 

11 
25 
26 
38 
1 

108 

11th  Michigan 

139 

18th  Ohio      

167 

69th  Ohio               .          

96 

Ist    Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battery  M 

3 

Total  Second  Brigade 

6 

71 

29 

307 



101 

513 

Third  Brigade. 

GoL  Johh  F.  Milubb. 

Staff  and  escort 

1 
5 
5 
6 
3 
1 

3 

110 

104 

92 

130 

4 

37th  Indiana 

2 

25 

24 

8 

15 

1 

4 



8 

26 

19 

39 

2 

3 

150 

2l8t  Ohio 

159 

74th  Ohio  

125 

78th  Pennsylvania 

1 

188 

Kentucky  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B 

2    

6 

Ist  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battery  Q 

9 

16 

Total  Third  Brigade 

3 

77 

21 

450 

97 

648 

Total  Second  IMviBion ...... 

8 

153 

51 

784 

198 

1,194 

THIRT)  DIVIBIOII. 

Fint  Brigade. 

Col.  MOSEB  B.  Walksb. 

82d   Indiana 

5 

4 
6 
5 

5 

17th  Ohio 

1 

5 

3l8t  Ohio 

6 

38th  Ohio 

1 

6 

Ist    Michigan  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D* 

Total  First  Brigade 

2 

20 

22 

Total  Third  Division 

2 

20 

22 

Total  Center 

17 

327 

101 

1,719 

4 

510 

2,678 

LEFT  WING. 

M^.  Gton.  Thomah  L.  CBimnDSir. 

Staff 

1 

1 

PIB8T  DIVI8I01T. 

(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  Thomab  J.  WoOD.t 
(2.)  Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  Hahcall. 

Staff _ 

1 

1 

— 



"  No  loss  reported. 
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KlUed. 

Wounded. 

Captured 
crmissing. 

i 

*"~^ 

1 

i 
1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1  Enlisted  men. 

1 
1 

Fint  Brigade. 
(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  MiLO  S.  IlABOAil.. 

(2.)  CoL  GSOBOB  P.  BUXLL. 
100th  niinoia       -. 

1 
1 
2 
1 

6 
16 
12 
11 

6 
4 
8 
2 

83 
98 
77 
85 
8 

46 

5Rth  Indiana ......••    ••••.... 

1 

114 

Sd    Kentnclcv                   ...•.....-.»......••....  ---- .--- 

34 

133 

26th  Ohio    

99 

Indiana  Xjicht  A_rtillerv  8th  Batterv    ......... ....... 

8 

Total  First  Brigade  - 

5 

4ft 

20 

296 

34 

400 

/Second  Brigade. 

CoL  Georgb  D.  Waohsb. 

15th  Indi&nft            - 

2 

86 

4 

U 

3 

1 

7 
5 
6 

136 
68 
65 
16 

4 

7 

18 

6 

6 

188 

40th  Indiana 

85 

57th  Indiana . ...... 

78 

97th  Ohio                     

24 

Indiana  Light  Artillery,  10th  Battery 

5 

Total  Second  Brigade 

2 

65 

18 

278 

32 

380 

Third  Brigade. 

Col.  Chablkb  G.  Habkkb. 

I^st  Indiana 

7 
22 
17 
28 
38 

1 

2 
8 
2 
3 
8 
1 

82 

48 
70 
61 
92 
8 

9 

86 

50 

73d   Indiana 

2 

HI 

13th  Michigan 

89 

64th  Ohio 

1 
2 



17 
38 

106 

173 

Ohio  Light  Ariiillery,  6th  Battery 

11 

Total  Third  Brigade 

5 

103 

19 

311 

101 

639 

Total  First  Division 

12 

203 

58 

880 

167 

1,320 

8BC0ND  0IVI8IOR. 

Brig.  (Jen.  John  M.  PAunm. 
Staff 

1 

1 

First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen,  Chablkb  Cbuft. 

Slst  Indiana 

5 

18 

9 

17 

1 
1 
2 
5 

44 

51 

66 
67 

3 

1 

'2* 

34 
30 
10 
46 

87 

Ist  Kentncky 

96 

2d   Kentucky 

77 

90th  Ohio 

137 

Total  First  Brigade 

44 

9 

218          <^ 

120 

S97 

Col.  WnjJAH  B.  Hasut. 

4 
3 
5 
5 
2 

1 
46 

5 

110th  Illinois 

1 

1 
2 
1 

6 
10 
11 
18 

!           0 

58 

82  \'.V.'.'.'.\      11 

109 

6tli  Kentucky 

118 

4l8t  Ohio '.■.". 

102 

a 

124 

" 

Total  Second  Brigad* 

5 

40 

19 

316 

29 

409 

" 
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Killed. 


i 
I 


» 


Wounded. 


» 


Captured 
or  misBing. 


§ 


s 
a 

I 


t 

« 

to 


167 
134 

83 

177 

98 


Third  Brigmd*. 
GoL  William  Obosb. 


84thIlliB0i8.... 
36tli  Indiana... 
23d   Kentnoky. 

6th  Ohio 

24th  Ohio 


Total  Third  Brigade 


ArttOery. 

Ist  Ohio  Light  ArtiUery,  Battery  B. . . 
Ist  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F. .. 
4th  U.  S.  Artillery,  Batteries  H  and  M 


Total  artillery 

Total  Second  Division. 


THIRD  DIVISION. 


(1.)  Brig.  Gen.  Houatio  P.  Van  Clbtb.* 
(2.)  Col.  Samuel  Bbattt. 


Staff. 


First  Brigade. 

(1.)  Col.  Samuel  Beattt. 
(2.)  Col.  Benjamin  C.  Gbidbb. 


79th  Indiana  . . . 

9th  Kentucky 

11th  Kentucky 

19th  Ohio 


Total  First  Brigade . 


Second  Brigade. 
CoL  Jambs  P.  Ftffb. 


Staff 

44th  Indiana 
86th  Indiana 
13th  Ohio  - . . 
59th  Ohio  . . . 


Total  Second  Brigade 


Third  Brigade. 
CoL  Samubl  W.  Pbicb. 


35th  Indiana  . . . 

8th  Kentucky . 

iSlst  Kentucky. 

5l8t  Ohio 

99th  Ohio 


Total  Third  Brigade 


10 


16 


23 

8 

23 

10 


119 

85 

50 

134 


97 


22 


456 


12 
13 
14 


39 


190 


62  1,029 


10 

18 

7 

24 


69 


10 

33 

29 

3 


75 


22 
7 
10 
24 
12 


75 


20 


16 


6       234 


68 

80 

81 

122 


351 


54 
55 
79 
35 


223 


22 


77 
69 
34 
118 
41 


339 


8 
18 
22 
14 
12 


74 


11 


36 

8 

10 

34 


83 


25 
99 
69 
43 


659 


20 
18 
22 


60 


1,526 


121 
112 

102 
186 


521 


236 


33 

27 

9 

44 

29 


142 


1 

91 

195 

185 

85 

557 


137 

111 

57 

190 

88 


583 
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Ctmauad. 


ArtiUery. 
Capt.  OEOB02  B.  Swallow. 


Indiana  Light  Artillery,  7th  Battery 

Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery  B  (Tw«n^*aixtJi). 
Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  3d  Battery 


Total  artiUery 

Total  Third  Divisioii. 
Total  Left  Wing 


OAVALBT. 

Brig.  Gen.  David  S.  STAiiunr. 

OAVALBT  DIVIBIOM. 

CoL  JoHx  Kunnrrr. 

Firtt  Brigmdt. 

Col.  BoBBBT  H.  G.  Mnmr. 


Ji.  Indiana,  Company  M 

3d  Kentaoky 

4th  Michigan 

7th  Pennsylvania 


Total  First  Brigade 

84e9nd  Brigtide. 
Col.  Lbwib  Zahm. 


Ut  Ohio. 
3d  Ohio. 
4th  Ohio. 


Total  Second  Brigade 

ArtUUry. 
Ist  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Battery  D  (seotlen). 

Total  Cavalry  Division 

Beterve  Oavmiry.* 


15th  Pennsylvania 

Ist  Middle  (5th)  Tennessee. 
2d    Tennessee 


Total  Reserve  Cavalry 

4th  United  states  ..  

Total  Cavalry 

PIONBSB  BBieAOB. 

Capt.  Jamks  St.  C.  Mobtoh. 


st  Battalion 
2d  Battalion 


Killed. 


16 


42 


608 


15 


21 


10 


84 


Wounded. 


60 


I 

I 

a 
H 


18 


931 


2,840 


22 


10 
16 

18 


43 


66 


8 

6 

10 


28 


07 


Captured 
or  missing. 


11 


a 
1 
I 


461 


862 


IS 
1 

12 

60 


76 


14 
18 
81 


68 


184 


68 
8 
6 


66 


12 


112 


*  Under  the  immediate  oomxnand  of  General  Stanley,  chief  of  oayalry. 


^ 


12 

9 
4 

26 


1,687 


4,634 


16 
10 
24 
61 


106 


81 
84 
56 


121 


1 


71 
16 
18 


104 


26 
"367 


12 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

i   1 
1   1 

O         H 

Captured 
or  missiiig. 

OoBmftnd. 

i 

1 

•o 

Enlisted  men. 

1 

< 

PiONiCB  Bbioaos— C<mtlBiied. 
3d  Battalion 

4 

3 

...... 

10 
9 

14 

Olinois  light  Artillery,  Stokes' battery 

13 

'Totftl  T»<onef»r  Br{gRd«                             ...        . . 

15 

4 

29 

48 

]  at  Miohigan  Engineers  and  Mecluuiios 

2 

9 

# 

5 

16 

' 

Total  iCngf  nA^r^  and  Me<shanio« r  -  -  - ,  -,  ^ 

2 



9 

.....".I       fi 

16 

BBOAPITULATION. 


General  headquarters  — 

Right  Wing 

Left  Wing 

Center 

Cavalry 

Pioneer  Brigade 

Engineers  and  Meohanioa. 


Grand  total 


1 

85 
42 
17 

5 


100 


3 
041 

008 

827 

84 

15 

2 


1,830 


2 

121 

171 

101 

0 

4 


406 


3 

2,700 

2,840 

1,719 

97 

29 

9 


7,397 


26 
11 

4 
3 


2,084 
862 
610 
212 


44 


3,073 


9 

5,607 

4,534 

2,678 

357 

48 

16 


13,249 


OrWtOMBa  KILLMP. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joshua  W.  Sill. 

Ident.  CoL  Julias  P.  Garesoh^,  assistant  adjutant-general. 


ILUNOM. 


Capt.  Knowlton  H.  Chandler,  19th  In- 
fantry. 

Liftut.  Joseph  C.  Alvord,  2l8t  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Emanuel  M.  Weigle,  2l8t  Infantry. 

Col.  Thomas  D.  Williams,  25th  Infantry. 

Coi.  Fazilo  A.  Harrington,  27th  Infantry. 

Capt.  Mahry  G.  Greenwood,  34th  In- 
fantry. 

Lieut.  John  M.  Smith,  34th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Soren  L.  Olson,  36th  Infantry. 

Capt.  James  P.  Mead,  38th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  John  L.  Dillon,  38th  Infantry. 

CoL  George  W.  Roberts  (commanding  bri- 
gade), 42d  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Julius  Lettman,  42d  Infantry. 


Capt.  Andrew  J.  Hosmer,  44th  Infantry. 

Lient.  John  S.  Keith,  5l8t  Infantry. 

Capt.  Edwin  Alsop,  73d  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Col.  Sheridan  P.  Read,  79th  In- 
fantry. 

Lieut.  Luther  T.  Ball,  84th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Henry  E.  Abercrombie,  84th  In- 
fantry. 

Lieut.  Thomas  F.  W.  GulUch,  88th  In- 
fan  try. 

Capt.  Henry  S.  Willett,  89th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Morris  Worthingham,  100th  In- 
fantry. 

Lieut.  Jesse  G.  Payne,  110th  Infantry 


INDIAHJL 


Lieut.  Henry  Kessler,  9th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Robert  J.  Templeton,  15th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Joel  W.  Foster,  1.5th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Frank  Stebblns,  29th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Ed\sin  B.  Stribley,  30th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Abram  D.  Shultz,  36th  Infantry. 
Capt.  James  H.  King,  36th  Infantry. 
Lient.  Isaao  N.  Abemethy,  37th  Infantry. 
Lientk  Jesse  B.  Holman,  37th  Infantry. 


Capt.  James  E.  Fonts,  38th  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Francis  B.  Blackford,  58th  In- 
fantry. 

Capt.  Miles  H.  Tibbits,  73d  Infantry. 

Capt.  Peter  Doyle,  73d  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Benjamin  T.  Poynter,  79th  In- 
fantry. 

Lieut.  William  M.  Morgan,  81st  Infantry. 

Lieut.  George  W.  Smith,  86th  Infantry. 
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KBNTTTCKY. 


Capt.  Miller  R.  McCulloch,  2d  Cavalry. 
Col.  Samuel  McKee,  3d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Matthew  Cullen,  3d  Infantry. 
Capt.   Alexander  B.   Ferguson,   5th  In- 
fantry, 
^♦.ieut.  Col.  George  T.  Cotton,  6th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Charles  S.  Todd,  6th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Robert  B.  Hickman,  8th  Infantry. 
Capt.  John  B.  Banton,  8th  Infantry. 


Capt.  William  T.  Bryan,  9th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Demetrius  B.  Coyle,  9th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Algernon  S.  Leggett,  9th  Infantry, 
Lieut.  Frederick  F.  Carpenter,   9th  In- 
fantry. 
Col.  James  B.  Forman,  15th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Aaron  S.  Bayue,  15th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Sebastian  Stone,  21  st  Infantry. 
Lieut.  John  H.  Bevill,  2l8t  Infantry. 


MICHiaAN. 

Lieut.  Joseph  Wilson,  11th  Infantry.  j  Lieut.  Thomas  Flynn,  11th  Infantry. 

MI860UBI. 


Lieut.  R.  C.  ]ft.  Taliaferro,  Battery  G,  Ist 
Light  Artillery. 

Col.  Frederick  Schaefer  (commanding  bri- 
gade), 2d  Infantry. 


Capt.    Melchoir    Zimmerman,    15th    In^ 

mntry. 
Lieut.  Christian  Quintzius,  15th  Infantry 
Lieut.  Charles  Kellner,  15th  Infantry. 


omo. 


Col.  Minor  Milliken,  Ist  Cavalry. 
Maj.  David  A.  B.  Moore,  Ist  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Timothy  L.  Condit,  Ist  Cavalry. 
Col.  John  Kell,  2d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Richard  S.  Chambers,  2d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Albert  G.  Williams,  6th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Charles  H.  Foster,  6th  Infantry. 
Col.  Joseph  G.  Hawkins,  13th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  James  C.  Whitaker,   13th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  William  W.  Blacker,  18th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Urwin  Bean,  19th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Daniel  Donovan,  19th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Job  D.  Bell,  19th  Infantry. 


Col.  Frederick  C.  Jones,  24th  Infantry. 
Maj.  Henry  Terry,  24th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Enoch  Weller,  24th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Charles  R.  Harman,  24th  Infantry 
Lieut.  David  McClelland,  2Gth  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Calvin  C.  Hart,  4l8t  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  Levi  Drake,  49th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Amos  Keller,  49th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Joseph  B.  Sweet,  64th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Jacob  Christophel,  65th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Dolsen  Van  Kirk,  65th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Leonard  Counseller,  69th  Infantry 
Lieut.  John  B.  Biddle  lOlst  Infantry. 


PBMNSTLVANIA. 


Ifoj.  A.  G.  Boeengarten,  15th  Cavalry. 
Lieut.  Col.  Peter  B.  Honsom,  77tb  In- 
fiutry. 


Lieut.  M.  J.  Halstead,  78th  Infantiy. 


TIHHS88BB. 

Capt.  James  H.  Morris,  2d  Cayaliy. 

WI80OBI8IN. 

Oapt.  Stephen  J.  Carpenter,  8th  Battery.     Capt.  John  Ingmnndson,  15th  Infiuitry. 
Lieut.  Col.  Dayid  MoKee,  15th  Infantry. 

RBGULABS. 


Capt.  Jacob  B.  Bell,  Ibth  Infantry. 
Capt.  Charles  L.  Kn«aes,  18th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  John  F.  Hitchcock,  18th  Infantry 
M%|.  Stephen  D.  Carpenter,  19th  Infantry, 


OFFIOMB8  MORTALLY  WOUWDMD. 
HiUNOIS. 


Col.  Joseph  B.  Scott,  19th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Wellington  Wood,  19th  Infantry. 
Lient.  John  H.  Hunter,  19th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Cyrus  M.  Galloway,  22d  Infantry. 
Lient.  Daniel  RUey,  34th  Infantry. 
Lieat.  Humphrey  M.  McConnell,  35th  In- 
fimtry. 


Lient.  Peter  N.  Scott,  38th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Ernst  Moldenhawer,  44th  Infantiy. 
Lieut.  Silas  L.  Parker,  44th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Moses  W.  Davis,  84th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Charles  F  Mitchell,  100th  Infantry 
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INDIANA. 


Lient.  Frank  W.  Buckmar,  7th  Battery. 
Capt.  Isaac  M.  Pettit,  9th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  James  W.  Pickins,  Slst  Infantry. 
Capt.  Frank  Baggot,  35th  Infantry. 
Capt,  Henry  Prosser,  35th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  William  Kilroy,  35th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Thomas  S.  W.  Hawkins,  38th  In* 

fantry. 
Lieut.  Moses  M.  Neal,  39th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Samuel  Wilde,  Slst  Infantry. 
Lieut.  John  G.  Goheeu,  88th  Infantry. 


KENTUCKY. 


Lieut.  Daniel  Severance,  3d  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Frank  Dissell,  5th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Landon  C.  Minter,  8th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  Wade  B.  Cox,  8th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  L.  Frank  Todd,  15th  Infantry. 


MicmoAK. 


Capt.  Clement  C.  Webb,  13th  Infantry. 


Capt.  Leonard   O.  Fitzgerald,  2l8t    In 
fantry. 


MISSOURI. 


Lient.  Martin  Schroeder,  15th  In&ntry. 


omo. 


Lieut.  Lafayette  Van  Horn,  2d  Infantry. 
Capt.  Henry  McAlpin,  6th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  John  Murphy,  13th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  John  Fox,  13th  Infantry. 
Capt.  George  St  ivers,  18th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Philip  E.  Taylor,  18th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Ashbel  Feutou,  18th  Infantry. 
Lieut. •Enoch  B.Wiley,  2l8t  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Lester  T.  Patchin,  41st  Infantiy. 
Lieut.  Aaron  H.  Keller,  49th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Benjamin  F.  Heskett,  51st  Infantry. 


Lieut.  William  H.  Massey,  65th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Joseph  W.  Boynton,  69th  Infantry. 
Capt.  David  Steel,  94th  Infantry. 
Capt.  William  C.  Scott,  99th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Oliver  P.  Capell,  99th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  William  S.  Kishler,  99th  Infantry. 
Col.  Leander  Stem,  101st  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Col.  Moses  F.  Wooster,  lOlst  In- 
fantry, 
Lieut,  Asa  B.  HiUyer,  101  et  Infantry. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Maj.  Frank  B.  Ward,  15th  Cavaky.  |  Capt.  William  S.  Jaok,  78th  Infantry. 

TENNESSEE. 

C«pt.  John  L.  Sneed,  2d  Infantry. 

WISCONSIN. 

Lient.  George  Bleyer,  24th  Infantry. 


Capt.  Oscar  F.  Pinney,  6th  Battery. 
Lient.  Christian  Nix,  24th  Infantry. 


BBOULABS. 


Capt.  William  W.  Wise,  15th  Infantry. 
Capt.  Charles  E.  Dennison,  18th  Infantry. 


Lieut.  James  Simons,  18th  Infantry. 
Lieut.  Joseph  McConnell,  18th  Infantry. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Surg,  Ebenezer  Swift,  U,  S,  Army,  Medical  Director, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  25, 1863. 

Colonel  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  brief  report  of 
the  transactions  of  the  medical  department  of  the  Army  of  tht^  Cumber- 


218  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  AX.A.,  AND  8W.  VA.     [CiaAt.  XXKH 

land,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  medical  directors  of  the  right, 
left,  and  center: 

On  the  morning  of  December  26  last,  pursuant  to  orders  from  the 
commanding  general,  the  army  moved  forward  from  camp,  near  Nash- 
ville, toward  Murfreesborough,  the  right  on  the  Nolensville  and  the 
center  on  the  Franklin  pikes,  while  the  left  advanced  direct  on  the  Mur- 
freesborough road. 

Soon  after  Major-General  McOook,  in  command  of  the  right  wing, 
left  his  camp  on  Mill  Creek,  he  encountered  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy 
and  skirmished  with  them  till  he  reached  I^olensville.  About  a  mile 
in  advance  of  this  place  the  enemy  made  a  determined  stand,  with  a 
battery  in  position,  but  was  soon  routed,  with  a  loss  of  one  of  his  guns 
and  several  prisoners.  We  had  3  men  killed  and  7  wounded  in  Davis' 
division.  The  heavy  rain  of  the  morning  had  subsided,  and  now  the 
country  was  enveloped  in  a  fog  or  mist. 

The  same  day  Major-General  Thomas,  in  command  of  the  center, 
moved  across  the  country  from  the  Franklin  to  the  NolensvUle  pike ; 
sent  aid  to  General  Davis,  who,  he  learned,  was  engaged,  and  on  the 
following  day  marched  to  Stewartsville,  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike. 
He  remained  here  till  the  morning  of  the  29th,  when  he  advanced  to  the 
support  of  the  left  wing,  which  had  preceded  him,  and  was  now  near 
Murfreesborough. 

On  the  30th,  General  l^egley's  division,  of  this  portion  of  the  army, 
joined  with  Sheridan,  who  occupied  the  left  of  General  McCook's  com- 
mand, which  bad  moved  up  from  Nolensville  on  the  Wilkinson  pike 
and  now  occupied  a  position  nearly  parallel  with  the  enemy,  the  left 
resting  on  the  Willdnson  pike  and  the  right  extending  southwesterly 
in  a  line  in  a  direction  with  the  river.  In  this  movement  of  the  right 
from  near  Nolensville,  General  Stanley,  in  command  of  a  division  of 
cavalry  in  advance,  encountered  the  enemy  in  considerable  force,  and 
drove  him  beyond  Triune.  The  cavalry  lost  1  killed  and  5  wounded, 
and  in  another  affair  the  much-lamented  Major  Rosengarten  was  killed 
and  Major  Ward  mortally  wounded.  Of  the  Anderson  Cavalry,  6  pri- 
vates were  also  wounded.  These  were  taken  with  the  command  in 
ambulances,  and  placed  in  hospital  at  the  cross-roads. 

Major-General  Crittenden,  in  command  of  the  left  wing,  while  advanc- 
ing along  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  met  the  enemy  on  the  27th  at  La 
Vergne  and  put  him  to  flight.  In  this  engagement  we  lost  2  killed  and 
32  wounded.  These  latter  were  left  in  hospital  at  La  Vergne,  in  charge 
of  medical  ofiBcers,  and  were  subsequently  removed  to  Nashville. 

On  the  29th,  this  grand  division  of  the  army  moved  into  position  on 
the  extreme  left,  with  General  Palmer  on  the  right,  resting  on  the  Mur- 
freesborough pike  and  joining  Negley,  of  the  center,  and  General  Wood 
occupying  the  ground  froni  Palmer  to  the  river,  General  Van  Cleve  in 
reserve  of  this,  and  General  Rousseau  in  rear  of  the  center. 

General  Rosecrans,  with  his  entire  staff,  advanced  from  Nashville  on 
the  Murfreesborough  pike,  and,  having  reached  the  head  of  the  column, 
turned  off  to  the  right  over  a  heavy  mud  road,  visited  General  McCook's 
command,  and  returned  to  his  camp,  in  the  rear  of  La  Vergne,  about 
4  o'clock  the  foUowing  morning.  Here  he  remained,  contemplating  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  till  the  following  day,  when  he  moved  on  to 
Stewartsville.  The  next  day  (the  29th),  late  in  the  evening,  he  visited 
General  Crittenden's  headquarters,  and  remained  in  consultation  aU 
night  with  the  chief  officers  of  his  command. 

On  the  following  morning,  one  of  our  batteries,  in  position  a  little  to 
the  left  and  in  advance  of  the  general,  opened  fire  upon  a  battery  of 
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the  enemy  still  more  to  the  left  tiud  on  elevated  ground,  which,  reply- 
ing, killed  one  of  the  escort,  Private  Dolan,  of  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry, 
and  wounded  the  adjutant  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers  in 
the  shoulder.  At  the  same  time  a  private  of  an  infantry  regiment  not 
engaged  was  killed.  The  general  and  his  staff  now  fell  back  300  or  400 
yards  to  the  sloping  ground  on  the  left  of  the  road,  where  he  remained 
all  day. 

About  11  o^clock  the  heavy  picket  firing  on  our  left  ceased,  and 
opened  generally  along  our  right,  where  General  McCook  was  being 
engaged.  The  enemy  was  strongly  intrenched  behind  earthworks,  ex- 
tending trom  the  river  on  our  extreme  left  across  our  front  in  almost  a 
direct  line  j  then,  far  along  our  right,  but  receding  from  the  Wilkinson 
to  the  Franklin  pike,  through  heavy  timber. 

The  left  wing  lost  to-day  3  killed  and  18  wounded ;  the  center  14 
killed  and  63  wounded,  and  the  right  wing  24  killed  and  105  wounded. 

Field  hospitals  were  established  for  the  left  aud  center  in  houses 
and  tents  along  the  Nashville  pike,  and  for  the  right  wing  in  the  same 
manner  on  the  Wilkinson  pike  and  neighborhood. 

Before  leaving  Nashville  I  bad  approved  of  full  and  complete  requi- 
sitions, at  the  suggestion  of  Surgeon  Murray,  U.  S.  Army,  my  prede- 
cessor, for  the  three  grand  divisions  of  the  army.  I  had  also,  in  reserve, 
tents,  bedding,  &c.,  for  a  field  hospital  for  more  than  2,600  men,  which  I 
ordered  up  from  the  rear  on  the  29th,  as  soon  as  I  learned  the  enemy 
had  made  a  stand  near  Murfreesborough.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered 
forward  20  ambulances— all  that  we  had  on  hand  at  Nashville.  Sur- 
geons were  detailed  to  perform  operations,  when  decided  on  after  con- 
sultation, for  dressing,  and  such  other  duties  as  the  reception  and  dis- 
position of  the  wounded  and  circumstances  required. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  enemy,  during  the  night  having 
massed  a  heavy  force  on  our  right,  fiercely  attacked  Johnson^s  and  Davis' 
divisions,  which  he  forced  back ;  and  Sheridan's,  being  heavily  pressed, 
was  obliged  to  recede.  The  hospitals,  wounded,  and  nearly  all  the  medi- 
cal supplies  of  this  wing  of  the  army  thus  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  We  were  also  called  on  to  lament  in  sadness  the  loss  of  General 
Sill,  and  many  noble  and  brave  oflBcers  and  men. 

About  9  o'clock  the  commanding  general,  with  his  staff,  dashed 
boldly  forward  to  the  front  of  the  left  wing,  and  in  person  directed  the 
movements  of  troops  and  placed  batteries  in  position.  His  daring 
presence  so  near  the  enemy's  line  brought  down  upon  him  an  angry 
and  spiteful  fire  of  musketry,  round  shot,  and  shell,  almost  at  point- 
blank  rauge.  But  utterly  disregarding  this  metallic  storm,  our  brave 
commander  moved  calmly  on  from  left  to  right,  cheering  and  inspiring 
our  faltering  troojis ;  and  throughout  the  day,  wherever  the  tide  of  battle 
most  fiercely  raged.  General  Rosecrans  bore  his  charmed  life  and  ubiqui 
tous  presence.  The  noble  Garesche  was  killed  by  his  side,  and  his  aides. 
Lieutenant  Kirby  severely,  and  Lieutenant  Porter  slightly,  wounded. 
Sergeant  Richmond  and  4  privates  of  his  escort  were  also  killed  or 
wounded,  the  former  mortally. 

Much  the  heaviest  loss  sustained  to-day  feU  upon  our  regular  battal 
ions,  brigaded  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  O.  L.  Shepherd,  in  hold- 
ing the  cedar  brake,  on  the  right  of  the  center,  against  the  columns  of 
the  enemy  sweeping  down  upou  them,  after  having  forced  back  our  en- 
tire right  wing.  This  loss  amounted  to  661  killed  and  wounded,  more 
than  one- third  of  their  numbers  j  in  fact,  I  might  probably  better  say 
aearly  one-half. 
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Our  casualties  iu  killed  and  wounded  did  not  fall  short  of  4,000  men, 
including  about  1,500  of  the  right  wing,  1,200  of  whom,  wounded,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  ambulance  corps,  though  temporarily  organized,  worked  admira- 
bly. As  soon  as  the  fire  of  the  enemy  slacked  at  any  point  along  our 
lines  and  became  only  desultory,  the  ambulances  dashed  in  at  a  brisk 
trot,  and  snatched  our  wounded  from  their  picket  lines.  In  justice,  I 
should  add,  the  enemy  did  not  fire  on  these  brave  men  when  they  knew 
their  humane  mission,  friend  and  foe,  no  longer  combatants,  being 
equally  the  objects  of  their  care. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  day,  Dr.  Weeds,  assistant  medical  director, 
went  to  the  rear  to  take  charge  of  the  property  pertaining  to  the  field 
hospitals,  and  placed  it  in  proper  position.  About  10  o^clock  Surgeon 
McDermont,  medical  director  of  the  right  wing,  reported  to  me  that  his 
hospitals  and  wounded,  hospital  supplies  and  medical  officers,  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  asked  for  instructions.  I  directed  him 
to  a  cedar  brake  on  the  left  of  the  road,  half  a  mile  to  the  rear,  where  I 
instructed  him  to  make  a  temporary  field  hospital,  constructing  the 
shed,  roof,  and  beds  for  the  wounded  from  cedar  boughs,  to  make  his 
requisition  on  Dr.  Weeds  for  supi>lies,  and  report  to  me  when  he  could 
receive  the  wounded.  Visiting  his  place  an  hour  later,  I  found  it  unten- 
ble,  or,  at  least,  unsafe,  on  account  of  round  shot  and  shell  from  the  ene- 
my occasionally  falling  upon  it.  I  then  directed  Surgeon  McDermont 
to  find  suitable  buildings  on  the  pike  to  the  rear. 

It  became  necessary,  in  order  to  accommodate  so  many  wounded,  to 
make  use  of  tents,  and  my  field  hospitals  having  arrived,  I  was  enabled 
to  afford  comfortable  shelter  for  all.  In  the  mean  time  my  attention 
was  drawn  to  a  large  number  of  wagons,  ambulances,  caissons,  &c., 
moving  from  different  points  to  the  river,  more  to  the  left.  I  soon 
learned  they  had  come  in  disorder  from  the  right,  and  were  looking  for 
safety,  over  an  uneven  rocky  ford,  on  the  opposite  river  bank.  This 
Babel-like  confusion  was  somewhat  augmented  by  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  who  now  charged  upon  this  flank.  They  were,  however,  driven 
back  before  much  property  had  been  destroyed.  I  had  succeeded  in 
drawing  out  many  of  the  ambulances  before  crossing  the  ford.  Three 
were  reported  to  me  as  having  been  taken  by  the  enemy  and  burned. 
The  remainder  subsequently  did  good  service. 

During  the  day  the  enemy^s  cavalry  made  a  descent  upon  our  hospi- 
tals, on  the  Nashville  pike ;  but,  beyond  some  confusion  and  embarrass- 
ment, they  did  little  harm.  Our  own  cavalry,  commanded  by  Captain 
Otis,  speedily  drove  them  away,  and  recaptured  all  we  had  lost. 

During  the  night  I  visited  the  hospitals  within  our  lines  along  the 
pike  and  off  of  it,  to  the  rear,  and  was  gratified  to  find  the  wounded 
well  provided  and  attended.  At  daylight,  surgeons,  nurses,  and  attend- 
ants were  busily  engaged  in  the  labor  they  had  begun  the  morning  before. 

As  the  fighting  on  January  1  was  confined  to  brisk  skirmishing,  and 
but  few  casualties  resulted  therefrom,  we  were  able  to  complete  our 
organization,  and  finish  the  heavy  work  so  suddenly  thrown  upon  our 
hands  the  day  before.  Many  of  the  slightly  wounded,  and  those  who 
were  able  to  ride  in  empty  wagons  and  walk,  I  ordered  to  Nashville,  25 
miles  to  the  rear. 

After  a  brisk  engagement  the  following  morning,  without  any  marked 
results,  the  day  passed  much  as  the  preceding,  till  5  o'clock,  when  the 
3nemy  came  down  with  an  overwhelming  force  upon  our  left  flank, 
driving,  for  a  while,  everything  before  him ;  but,  emerging  from  the 
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heavy  timber  upon  the  open  ground,  he  was  met  by  terrific  volleys  of 
grape,  round  shot,  and  shell  from  fifty-two  pieces  of  artillery,  placed  in 
position  by  Captain  Mendenhall,  on  the  opposite  river  bank.  The  enemy 
faltered,  then  fell  back,  and  soon  this  living  mass  was  in  full  retreat. 
Our  loss,  not  exceeding  500  men,  was  comparatively  small,  his  being 
estimated  at  nearly  three  times  that  number. 

Then,  as  on  other  occasions,  the  ambulance  corps  behaved  well.  It 
was  dark  when  the  battle  ceased,  but  while  occasionally  only  shot  fell 
from  the  baffled  foe,  our  wounded  were  on  the  road,  and  less  than  an 
hour  later  they  were  all  comfortably  provided  for  in  the  rear.  Lieu- 
tenant   ,  who  had  charge  of  this  branch  of  the  medical  service, 

deserves  favorable  mention  for  his  zeal  and  industry ;  for  though  he 
could  not  share,  from  indisposition,  the  more  bold  and  daring  occupa- 
tion of  his  brave  comrades,  he  contributed  much  to  the  comfort  of  the 
wounded. 

Saturday  morning  found  our  army  bivouacked  in  mud,  drenched  with 
rain,  without  shelter,  and  almost  without  food,  but  still  hopeful  and 
cheerful.  None  were  sick — few^jomplaining.  Our  heavy  lines  of  pickets 
on  all  sides  were  all  day  engaged,  and  at  night  General  Eousseau's  divis- 
ion stormed  their  rifle-pits  in  front,  carried  and  held  them.  Our  loss  in 
this  affair  and  throughout  the  day  was  not  large.  This  proved  to  be 
our  last  encounter  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  following  day  we  were  engaged  in  the  mournful  task  of  bury- 
ing our  lamented  dead.  I  visited  the  hospitals  on  the  Wilkinson  pike 
and  neighborhood,  now  again  within  our  lines,  and  found  the  wounded 
generally  well  cared  for.  Surgeon  Marks  and  other  medical  officers,  as 
also  the  attendants,  left  in  these  hospitals  by  direction  of  Surgeon  Mc- 
Dennot,  medical  director  of  the  right  wing,  1  am  happy  to  state,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  did  their  duty  faithfully  and  well.  Their  labors 
were  great  and  harassing,  and  not  unattended  with  danger. 

On  the  31st,  when  the  ground  was  fiercely  contested,  and  only  yielded 
to  an  overwhelming  force,  some  buildings  were  pierced  by  round  shot 
and  musketry,  wounding  attendants  in  the  earnest  discharge  of  their 
duty. 

During  the  battle  of  Wednesday  a  portion  of  Negley's  division,  of 
the  center,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  These  have  been  reported 
to  me  as  having  received  the  same  care  and  attention  as  their  own 
wounded  by  the  medical  officers  of  their  army.  In  fact,  they  have  said 
to  me  they  had  been  "well  treated,  and  had  no  reason  to  complain." 

Surgeons  Bogue,  Johnson,  Brelsford,  and  Wright  are  highly  com- 
mended for  their  gallantry  in  maintaining  their  position  with  their 
wounded  comrades  when  the  hospitals  of  this  portion  of  the  army  came 
within  the  enemy's  lines.  In  strong  contrast  with  these,  and  many  other 
brave,  devoted,  and  self  sacrificing  men,  it  becomes  my  painful  duty  to 
say  that  Y.  D.  Miller,  assistant  surgeon,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  is  reported  to  me  by  the  medical  director  of  his  corps  as 
having  "  basely  deserted  his  post." 

Surgeon  Phelps,  medical  director  of  the  left  wing,  is  entitled  to  the 
highest  praise  for  his  zeal  and  untiring  industry  in  the  establishment  of 
the  largest  field  hospital  in  the  rear ;  for  professional  skill  and  devoted 
attention  to  the  wants  of  the  wounded.  Surgeon  Blair  also  deserves 
credit  for  the  comfortable  provision  made  for  those  intrusted  to  his  care, 
in  tents,  and  shelters  made  of  tent-flys.  The  wounded  here,  as  else- 
where under  canvas,  did  well,  and  most  clearly  established,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  all,  the  advantages  derived  from  free  ventilation  thus  afforded 
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over  hospitals  in  ordinary  dwellings  of  wood  or  brick,  notwithstanding 
a  liberal  provision  of  windows  and  doors. 

I  am  gratified  to  say  my  conservative  views  were  generally  adopted, 
and  that  amputations  were  seldom  performed  without  consultation. 
Many  exsections  were  made,  which  are  doing  well,  and  some  cases  were 
treated  as  compound  fractures  with  marked  success. 

Surgeon  Muscroft,  medical  director  of  General  Eousseau's  division, 
established  a  hospital  in  the  rear,  and  accommodated  comfortably  a 
large  number  of  wounded.  Many  of  the  serious  cases  are  in  an  ad- 
vanced state  of  recovery.  His  zeal,  skill,  and  industry  are  commend- 
able ;  also  Surgeons  James,  medical  director  of  the  cavalry  division, 
and  Comfort,  of  the  Anderson  Troop,  did  faithful  service.  Assistant 
Surgeon  Failer  has  been  aBsiduons  in  his  attentions  to  sick  and 
wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Northcott,  unable  longer  to  bear  the  fatigue  and 
exposure  incident  to  duty  in  the  lines,  on  account  of  ill-health,  aided 
me  greatly  in  organizing  parties  of  stragglers,  with  whom  he  policed 
camps,  and  procured  wood,  water,  and*  straw. 

Captain  Munger,  with  his  company,  was  detailed  to  guard  property 
and  enforce  discipline  in  and  about  the  field  hospitals,  and  Captain 
Stackpole,  to  provide  and  issue  subsistence  stores  as  required.  These 
gentlemen  did  their  duties  well,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction.  The 
duties  of  these  officers,  like  those  of  the  medical  department^  though 
not  of  the  brilliant  nature  of  their  more  fortunate  comrades  m  front, 
were  essential  to  the  comfort  of  the  brave  wounded,  and  deserve  well  of 
their  commanding  general  and  country. 

1  must  crave  your  indulgence  for  again  mentioning  the  ambulance 
corps  and  Lieutenant . 

The  service  performed  was  highly  creditable.  The  drivers  and  assiyt- 
ants — among  the  former  of  whom  I  desire  to  mention  F.  M.  Figett, 
private,  Company  M,  Twenty-first  Kentucky  Yolunteers — were  kind, 
prompt,  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  This  service  was 
often  necessarily  continued  into  the  night  and  near  the  enemy's  lines ; 
yet  these  brave  men,  unarmed,  untiring,  and  unflinching,  in  the  face  of 
danger,  gathered  their  bleeding  comrades  from  under  the  guns  of  the 
enemy  and  bore  them  t-o  the  rear. 

My  orderly,  Private  Barrett,  Fourth  IJ.  S.  Cavalry,  deserves  credita- 
ble mention  for  his  unceasing  devotion  to  duty,  and  the  prompt  manner 
in  which  he  conveyed  my  directions  on  the  field.  My  clerk,  William 
Domer,  private  in  the  Anderson  Troop,  who,  I  am  gratified  to  know, 
has  been  highly  recommended  for  a  commission,  also  served  faithfully 
and  assiduously  at  the  hospitals  in  the  rear. 

The  commissary  and  quartermaster's  departments  are  entitled  to  our 
thanks  for  timely  and  efficient  aid  in  furnishing  supplies  and  transpor- 
tation, and  in  the  preparation  of  hospitals  for  the  reception  of  sick  and 
wounded  here  and  at  Kashville.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  my  assist- 
ants. Dr. Weeds  and  Surgeon  Phelps,  whom  I  have  i)reviously  mentioned, 
for  their  prompt  and  efficient  co-operation,  and  for  valuable  suggestions 
conducive  to  the  comfort  and  best  treatment  of  the  wounded ;  to  Sur- 
geon Thurston,  assistant  medical  director  at  Nashville,  also,  for  his  zeal, 
energy,  and  rare  professional  abilities  displayed  in  providing  for  the 
wounded  sent  him  from  the  battle-field.  Surgeons  McDermot  and 
Beebe  were  untiring  in  their  labors,  and  afforded  me  valuable  aid. 
Their  observations  on  treatment  of  wounded,  &c.,  as  shown  in  th^iir  re 
ports,  herewith  appended,  should  receive  attention. 
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From  the  difficulty  of  individualizing,  where  so  manj  are  distin- 
guished, I  have  mentioned  but  few  officers  as  deserving  of  commenda- 
tion for  faithful  and  conscientious  attention  to  duty.  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  however,  that  there  are  those  whose  conduct  has  been  bad,  whose 
names  at  an  early  day  will  be  forwarded  to  the  commanding  general  for 
his  action.  Among  these  are  two  officers,  who  left  the  field  to  look  for 
hospitals  beyond  Stewart's  Creek,  and  did  not  soon  return,  reported  to 
me  by  Colonel  Burke,  Tenth  Ohio  Yolunteers. 

Under  the  present  standard  of  professional  ability  among  subordinate 
medical  officers,  too  much  stress  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  laid  upon  the 
importance  of  securing  supervisory  talent  of  the  highest  order.  The 
rank  now  common  to  corps  medical  directors  is  most  inadequate  to  the 
responsibility,  extent  of  authority,  and  respect  attaching  to  such  a  posi- 
tion, while  the  pay  and  emoluments  pertaining  thereto  are  a  poor  induce- 
ment to  skillful  practitioners  to  abandon  a  lucrative  practice  at  home 
for  the  drudgery,  exposure,  and,  at  best,  brief  honors  of  service  with 
troops  in  the  field.  While  the  medical  officers  now  acting  in  this  capac- 
ity are  comparatively  the  best  fitted  therefor  among  those  open  to  selec- 
tion, I  am  of  opinion  that  the  standard  of  professional  administrative 
capacity  of  such  officers  should  be  elevated,  and  that  increase  of  rank 
(it  may  be  local),  of  pay  and  emoluments  to  medical  directors  will  insure 
the  availability  to  the  department  of  a  much  higher  order  of  talent  than 
is  at  present  accessible. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  liberality  of  the  Government  and  the  people, 
which  grants  such  liberal  donations  of  money  and  supplies  for  sanitary 
purposes,  might  be  most  advantageously  applied  to  securing  more  valu- 
able personal  attentions  to  the  objects  of  these  laudable  efforts. 

I  append  hereto  a  complete  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the 
various  subdivisions  of  the  ai;piy,  with  a  tabular  statement  of  the  loca- 
tion and  nature  of  the  wounds. 
Very  respectfdlly, 

EBEN.  SWIFT, 
Surgeonj  U.  8,  Army,  Medical  Director, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland. 


Tabular  Btatemeni  shomng  the  location  of  3^^  wounds  received  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 

Umd  during  the  late  battle  of  Stone's  Miver. 


Iioottion  of  wound. 


Head  and  fEK)e 

Breast 

Shoulder 

Arm 

Forearm 

Elbow 

Wrist 

Hand 

Neck 

BaxJk , 


No. 


283 

134 

259 

M7 

21 

1« 

22 

245 

59 

57 


Location  of  woond. 


Abdomen. 

Groin 

Hip 

Side 

Thigh   ... 

Leg 

Knee 

Ankle.... 
Foot 


Ho. 


52 

11 

169 

100 

4S2 

626 

94 

46 

1^41 


The  remaining  wounds  are  unknown  or  too  slight  in  their  nature  :o 
be  mentioned. 

EBEN.  SWIFT, 

Surgeon,  U,  8,  Army,  Medical  Director, 
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Gmeral  summary  of  ousualtiet  iuring  the  battle  of  Stones  Biver.* 


OtcptaaA 


Right  Wing 

Center - 

Left  Wing ■...-■ 

Sraff  and  escort  of  genersJ  oommttMing. 
Fonrth  U.  S.  Cavalry. . , 
Chicago  Board  of  Tradi 


Pioneer  Brigade  . 
Cavalry  Divigion. 


e  Battery. 


Total 


m 

16 
41 

1 


93 


n 
m 


573 

806 

527 

8 

3 

3 

7 

17 


1,441 


t 

I 

s 


100 
94 

180 
2 
1 
1 
8 
8 


884 


2,481 

1,619 

2,663 

3 

8 

5 

21 

61 


6,861 


3,184 

2,037 

3,412 

9 

12 

9 

31 

84 


8,778 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut,  €ol,  Samuel  SimmonSj  U,  S.  Armyj  Chief  Commissary 
of  Subsistence  J  of  stores  lost  and  captured. 

Hkadquabtebs  Army  op  the  Ottmbebland, 

Office  Chief  Oommissaby  of  Subsistence, 

Murfreesborough,  February  14,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  statement  of  stores 
lost  and  picked  up  by  the  several  commissaries  of  the  center  and  left 
wing,  commanded  by  Major-Generals  Thomas  and  Crittenden,  on  the 
battle-field  and  between  Stone's  River  -and  If  ashville,  during  the  late 
action  on  Stone's  River.  No  report  of  stores  lost  in  the  right  wing  has 
been  furnished  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  SIMMOlfS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
Lieut.  Col.  C.  GoDDABD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Statemtnt  of  suhiistenoe  etofee  lott  and  taken  up  on  and  near  the  battle-field  during  th9 
battle  of  Stones  Rivefy  about  January  1, 1863. 

(Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  First  Division.-— Capt.  J.  B.  Paul,  commissary  of  snbsist- 

enoe.) 


LO0T. 

Fresh  beef pounds. 

Bacon do... 

Flonr barrels. 

Hard  bread pounds. 

Beans bushels. 

Rice pounds. 

Roasted  coffee do... 

Tea '"/./"'.'.V....'..6.o... 

Sugar do... 

Adamantine  candles do... 

Tallow  candles ".doi!] 


b,700 

3,874 

39 

10, 123 

61f| 

225 

891 

187 

1,380 

320 

120 


*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  215. 
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Soap pounds..  1,380 

Molasses gallons..  42 

Mixed  vegetables pounds..  220 

TAKEN  UP. 


Fresh  beef pounds..  4,500 

Bacon do 29,873 

Flour barrels.-  5^% 

Hard  bread pounds. .  38, 382 

Beans bushels. .  32^ 

Rice pounds..  2, 537^^ 

Roasted  coffee do 4,  681 

Tea do....  91 

Sugar do....  6,835 

Vinegar gallons..  80 

Adamantine  candles „. pounds..  360 

Soap do 1,532 

(Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Second  Division. — Capt.  W.  J.  Kane,  commissary  of  sub 

sistence.) 

LOST. 

Pork barrels..  4 

Fresh  beef pounds..  6,432 

Bacon do 500 

Flour barrels..  5 

Coffee pounds..  150 

Sugar do 1,400 

Molasses gallons..  40 

(Twenty-first  Army  Corps,  First  Division. — Cftpt.  S.  D.  Henderson,  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence.) 

LOST. 

Head  of  cattle,  estimated  to  weigh  600  pounds  each,  net 38 

(Second  Division. — Lient.  C.  C.  Peok^  acting  oommissary  of  subsistence.) 

LOOT. 

Bacon ponnds..  4,500 

Hard  bread ....do 5,000 

(Third  Division. — Capt.  J.  O.  Stanage,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence.) 

LOST. 

Bacon ponnc£i»..  1,295 

Roasted  coffee do 3,922 

Tea ..do....  46 

Soap do....  893 


Ko.  6. 


Report  of  Lieut,  Col,  John  W.  Taylor,  U,  S,  Army,  Chief  Quartermaster^ 
of  public  animals  and  means  of  transportation  captured  by  the  enemy, 
<&c.,  December  26,  lS62-January  16,  1863. 

Hdqbs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Office  of  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Murfreesborough,  February  1,  1863. 

GENEBAii :  I  have  the  hoiior  to  report  herewith  a  statement  of  the 
losses  of  animals  and  means  of  transportation  during  the  battle  of 
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Stone's  River ;  also  a  list  of  the  animals,  means  of  transportation,  and 
other  property  captured  from  the  enemy  and  picked  up  on  the  field  and 
at  Murfreesborough,  as  reported  by  the  quartermasters  of  the  several 
divisions  named.  A  large  number  of  the  wagons  that  were  partially 
burned  by  the  enemy  have  been  recovered  and  turned  into  the  repair 
shops.  Some  wagons  and  a  large  number  of  animals  reported  as  lost 
have  been  picked  up  by  the  several  regiments,  and  will  be  taken  up  and 
accounted  for  by  the  quartermasters  in  their  monthly  returns,  so  that 
the  actual  loss  is  much  less  than  appears  by  the  annexed  statement, 
Verv  respectfully, 

JOHN  W.  TAYLOR, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Quartermaster » 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  CumberUx/nd, 


Statement  of  public  animaU  and  means  of  transportation  captured  by  the  enemy  y  killed  in 
battle,  and  lost  and  destroyed  from  December  26, 1862,  until  January  16,  lb63. 


CammMaA, 


Horses. 


•a 


I 


I 


I 


EiaHT  WIKG. 


Heftdqnarters 


10 


riBST  nmmov. 


Headquarters 

Anuunnition  and  supply  train. 

First  Brigmis. 


85 


Headqnarters 

22d   Indiana 

59thniinoi8 

74tliniinoi8 

75thnilnoi8 

5th  Wisconsin  Battery 


Second  Brigade. 


Headquarters 

2l8t  niinois 

38th  niinois 

15th  Wisconsin 

lOlstOhio 

2d  Minnesota  Battery. 


00 


8 

204 


4 
• 

12 
12 

e 

30 


24 
13 
14 
28 
2 


Third  Brigmde. 


Headquarters 

2.'^th  Illinois 

35th  Illinois 

8l8t  Indiana 

8th  Wisconsin  Battery 


36th  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  B 

2d   Kentucky  Cavalry,  Company  G . 


6 
0 

10 
8 


SECOND  DIVIBION. 


3d  Indiana  Cavalry. 

Supply  train   . . . 

Ammunition  train . . 


18 
12 


21 


13 


18 


30 


21 


13 


4 
1 
4 
5 
18 

3 

7 


30 


00 


5 
204 


6 
11 
12 
12 
12 


24 
13 
15 
25 


18 


ec 


18 
211 


4 

7 
13 
12 
12 


25 
13 
16 
28 


13 


5 

7 

IG 

11 

18 

3 

7 


30 

18 
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StaUfment  of  public  animals  and  means  of  transportation  captured  by  tk'i  enritty,  kilUd  in 

hattlCf  lost  and  destroyed,  ^c. — Continued. 


Ckmmand. 


FirH  Brigade. 


ISthOhlo 

49th  Ohio 

32d  Indiana 

89th  Indiana 

89th  Illinois 

1st  Ohio  Artillery,  Battery  A. 

Second  Brigude. 


Headquarters 

34th  Illinois 

79th  Illinois 

29th  Indiana 

30th  Indiana 

77th  Pennsylvania 

1st  Ohio  Artillery,  Battery  E. . 

Third  Brigade. 


Headqnarters 

93d   Ohio 

5th  Kentucky  (Louisville  Legion) . 

6th  Indiana 

5th  Indiana  Battery 


THIBD  DIVISION. 

Headquarters  ammunition  and  supply  train. 

First  Brigade. 

36th  Illinois 

eSthlUinois '. 

24th  Wisconsin 

4th  Indiana  Battery 


Second  Brigade. 

Headquarters 

2d   Missouri 

15th  Missouri 

44th  Illinois 

73d   Illinois 

1st  Missouri  Artillery,  Battery  Gt. 


Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters 

22d   Illinois 

27th  Illinois 

42d   Illinois 

5l8t  Illinois 

1st  Illinois  Artillery,  Battery  C 

CENTER. 

FIB8T  DIVISION. 

Second  Brigade. 


3d  Ohio 

88th  Indiana 

Ist  Michigan  Battery 


Fourth  Brigade. 


Headquarters 

Ist  Battalion,  18th  Infantry,  TJ.  S 
2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry,  U.  8. 
6th  U.  S.  Artillery  [Battery  H]  . . 


58 


4 

2 

30 


82 


« 

4 

8 

6 

18 


348 


6 

14 

6 

8 


6 

6 
16 

8 
14 

8 


Horses. 


18 


1 

10 


6? 


62 


76 


24 


43 


37 


85 


I 


o 
H 


1 

4 

2 

62 


2 
82 


5 
1 
1 

24 


45 


37 


18 
85 


15 


1 
10 


15 


I 
1^ 


348 


5 

12 

1 

6 


6 

6 

16 

8 
18 

8 


10 

2 


a 

I 


2 
4 

a 

62 


14 
1 
3 
6 
2 
2 

88 


6 
5 
7 

7 
24 


348 


6 
14 

1 
51 


6 
43 


6 

6 

16 

8 

36 

03 


4 

1 

10 


1 
10 

3 
16 
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Statement  of  public  animals  and  means  of  transportation  captured  by  the  enemy ^  killed  in 
battle,  lost  and  destroyed,  Sfc. — Continued. 


Ckmimand. 


SECOND  DIVISION. 
Headquarters  and  division  train. 

Seeond  Brigade. 


Eeadquarters 


I8th  Ohio 


iqu 
Oh 


Third  Brigade. 


Headquarters 

74th  Ohio 

37th  Indiana 

2l8t  Ohio 

78th  Pennsylvania 


1st  Ohio  Artillery,  Battery  G. 

lie  wett's  Kentucky  Battery 

1st  Ohio  Artillery,  Battery  M. . 


FIFTH  DIVISION. 

Second  [First]  Brigade. 

Headquarters 

105th  Ohio , 

80th  Illinois 

123d   Illinois 

lOlst  Indiana. 

19th  Indiana  Battery , 

LEFT  WDTG. 

FIBBT  DIVISION. 


Supply  train 

6th  Ohio  Battery 

10th  Indiana  Battery. 

8th  Indiana  Battery. 

26th  Ohio 

58th  Indiana 

2d   Kentucky 

13th  Michigan 


SECOND  DIVISION. 


Supply  train. . 

90th  bhio.... 

"MOth  Illinois . 

9th  Indiana 


THIBD  DIVI0ION. 


Supply  train 

3d   Wisconsin  Battery 

26th  Pennsylvania  Battery. 

7th  Indiana  Battery 


DETACHED. 


Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics. 

3d  Ohio  Cavalry 

Captain  Warren's  supply  train 


Total  loss 


15 
4 
5 

4 
4 
2 


3 
1 
6 

229 


28 


e 


90 


12 
6 

16 
1 

14 

28 

19 

1 


88 
8 
10 
12 
10 
4 


Horses. 


I 


12 
8 

12 
6 
6 


41 
6 


1,540 


21 


139 


46 

18 

9 


10 


16 
22 
18 


11 

7 
5 


555 


c3 


80 


o 


2 
2 
1 
6 
10 

46 

18 

9 


10 


16 

22 

21 

4 


11 
7 
5 


21 


774 


00 

I 


90 


8 

4 

12 


84 
16 
20 
24 
20 


1 
12 

6 
12 

6 

6 


12 


20 
6 


"a 

B 


90 


1 
10 


10 
6 

13 
6 

10 

46 
18 
10 


89 
16 
21 
24 
20 
10 


2 
16 
23 
33 
10 
12 
6 
6 


12 


7 

11 

7 

5 


41 


1, 334     2, 108 
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List  of  animah  and  means  of  transportation  and  other  property  captured  from  the  enerny  and 
picked  up  on  the  battle-field  from  January  1  to  January  16,  1863,  as  per  reports  of  division 
quartermasters. 


CkMEunand. 


BIGHT  wnra. 


Second  Division. 
Third  Division . . 


CENTBB. 


Fifth  Division. 


LEFT  WDfO. 


First  Division. . 
Tliird  Division. 


DBTAGHBD. 


10th  Ohio 

Captain  Boyd,  assistant  quartermaster 

First  Brigade  Pioneers 

Chief  of  army  police 

Capt.  C.  T.  "VS^ing,  assistant  quartermaster. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  "WT  Taylor,  quartermaster. . . 


Total. 


I 


18 


I 


20 


18 


17 
2 


14 


4 
143 


223 


I 


50 
4 


15 


103 

4 


196 


70 
4 


38 


24 
8 


15 
6 

4 
246 


9 


419 


12 


19 


21 
2 


54 


so 
o 

X) 


^ 


1,069 


1,069 


■^ 


o 


8,680 


8,680 


o 


•s 

p 


3,600 


3,500 


I^o.  7. 

Report  of  Capt,  William  M.  Wiles^  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry^  pro- 
vost-marshal-general,  of  prisoners  captured. 

Hdqrs.  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Office  Provost-Marshal-General, 
Murfreesborough^  Tenn.,  February  9,  1863. 

General,  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  a  complete  report 
of  Confederate  prisoners  captured  by  the  army  under  your  command  at 
the  late  battle  of  Stone's  Eiver,  showing  the  number  of  regiments  and 
other  organizations  represented,  the  number  of  the  same  from  each 
State,  the  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  captured  from  each  regi- 
ment orr  organization,  the  entire  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men 
captured,  and  to  what  arm  of  the  service  they  belong.  The  total  num- 
ber of  prisoners  captured  is  shown  to  be  3,694.* 

Taking  into  account  the  number  and  character  of  the  organization, 
and  using  the  lowest  possible  estimate  of  the  strength  of  each,  it  can 
be  shown,  beyond  controversy,  that  the  enemy's  force  exceeded  our  own 
by  at  least  one-third.  Complete  reports  of  the  number  captured  by  the 
enemy  from  our  own  forces  have  not  yet  been  received.  From  the  best 
inft)rmation  received  up  to  the  present  time,  the  nuiuber  will  not  exceed 
2,800,  and  in  all  probability  the  estimate  is  too  large. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  M.  WILES, 
Captain  and  Provost- Marshal -General, 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Eosecrans, 

Commanding  Departm<int  of  the  Cumberland, 

*  An  earlier  report  (January  12,  1863)  from  this  officer  gave  126  officers  and  3,071 
men  captured;  total,  3,197. 
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f  IncloBoro.  I 

Office  I  rovost-Marshax.-Genebal, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Murfreeshoroughj  Tenn.^  February  9,  1863. 

The  following  is  a  complete  report  of  Confederate  prisoners  captured 
by  the  army  under  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans  at  the  battle 
of  Stone's  River,  January  3,  1863,  showing  the  number  of  regiments 
and  other  organizations  represented,  the  number  from  each  State,  the 
number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  captured  from  each  regiment  or 
organization,  the  entire  number  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  captured, 
and  to  what  arm  of  the  service  they  belong : 

Confederate  officers  and  enlisted  men  captured, 
INFANTRY. 


Organisation. 


ALABAMA. 


First 

Second 

Third  

Fourth 

Ninth  , 

Fourteenth 

Sixteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twenty-second , 
Twenty- third . . . 
Twenty -fourth. 
Twenty-fifth..., 
Twenty-sixth... 
Twenty-eighth  . 
Thirty-second  .. 
Thirty -third  .. 
Thirty -fourth... 
Thirty-seventh  . 
Thirty -ninth  — 

Forty-first 

Forty-tourth — 

Forty-fifth 

Fiftv-first 


Total 


ARKANSAS. 


First 

Second  

Third  

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh  

Eighth  

Thirteenth 
Fifteenth  . 
Nineteenth 
Thirtieth . . 


Total 

CONFKDRRATB. 


First  .. 
Third.. 
Fourth 
Fifth  . 
eighth 


Toftal 


14 


22 


10 


i 
^ 


22 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

36 

22 

10 

2 

34 

16 

14 

30 

79 

22 

10 


14 
93 
1 
18 
10 


442 


50 

63 

3 

30 

33 

30 

6 

29 

3 

8 

1 

22 


278 


3 

56 

1 

18 

75 


i 

I 


22 

1 

5 

2 

1 

1 

38 

23 

11 

2 

34 

17 

14 

31 

81 

22 

11 

1 

16 
94 
1 
18 
10 


456 


55 

66 

4 

31 

35 

33 

6 

33 

3 

9 

1 

24 


300 


3 
56 

1 
20 
83 


153   163 


Organixation. 


FLORIDA. 


First  and  Third. 

Fourth 

Sixth 

Ninth 


Total 


OSOBOIA. 


First  

Second 

Fifth 

Forty-third 

Total . 


KENTUCKY. 


Second 

Fourth 

Sixth 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Thirteenth 

Total. 


LOUISIANA. 

First  

Eleventh 

Thirteenth  and  Twentieth.. 
Sixteenth  and  Twenty-fifth. 
Fortieth* 


Total 


'  No  record  of 


MISBI8BIPPI. 


Third 

Fifth 

Seventh  

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth 

Seventeenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-first 

Twenty-fourth . . . 
Twenty- seventh . 
Twenty -ninth 

t  tich  regiment. 


12 


I 


69 

09 

1 

1 


170 


4 

2 

10 

1 


17 


54 
42 
32 

2 
23 

1 


154 


46 

3 
239 
119 

1 


408 


1 

9 

15 

28 

28 

27 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

33 

12 

23 


I 
§ 


73 

102 

1 

1 


177 


4 

3 

10 
1 


18 


55 
46 
34 

2 
25 

1 


163 


47 

3 

248 

121 

1 


420 


1 

9 

16 

29 

31 

27 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

34 

14 

25 
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Confederate  officers  and  enlisted  men  captured — Contimitfd. 
INYAHTRY-JO^mtinne*. 


OrgaalMtioii. 


MiBsiuiPPi— GontinTMd. 


Thirtietli 

Thirty-second  . 
Thirty-seventh 

Forty-first 

Forty-fifth 


Tetftl 


MOBTH  CABOUKA. 


Sixteenth 

Twenty -fifth.. 
Twenty -ninth. 
Thirty -ninth . . 
Sixtieth 


Total. 


SOUTH  CABOLDIA. 


Tenth 

Nineteenth 


Totel 


TsmnMsn. 


First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Eleventh  ... 

Twelfth 

Thirteenth.. 
Fifteenth . . . 

Sixteenth 

Seventeenth 


S 


19 


I 


62 
1 
3 

30 
89 


365 


11 
10 
15 
13 
45 


94 


19 
13 


32 


34 
19 
26 
34 
22 
27 
47 
16 
53 
38 
38 
16 
44 
44 


I 

Ml 


66 
1 
2 

30 

94 


384 


11 
10 
15 

14 

47 


97 


20 
13 


33 


35 
19 
26 
35 
22 
28 
54 
16 
57 
41 
38 
16 
47 
49 


Org«iliati«B. 


TBwnwwyB    Contianed. 

Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-third 

Twenty-fourth 

Twenty-fifth 

Twenty-sixth 

Twenty-seventh 

Twenty-eighth 

Twenty-ninth  

Thirtieth , 

Thirty-first 

Thirty-second 

Thirty-third 

Thirty-seventh 

Thirty-eighth 

Thirty-ninth 

Forty-first 

Forty-fourth 

Forty-fifth 

Forty-seventh 

Fiftieth 

Fifty-first 

Eightieth 

One  hnndr«d  and  fifty-foorth, 
senior. 

T«t»l 


TBXAfl. 


Fourth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Fourteenth  ... 

Fifteenth 

Nineteenth  . . . 
Twenty-sixth* 

Total  ... 


i 


32 
27 
24 
45 
16 
38 
35 

4 
24 
27 
40 

9 

4 
17 
12 
22 

4 

4 
54 
49 
27 

4 
16 

2 
16 


48 


1,010 


28 
19 
18 
18 
11 
1 
1 


96 


33 
27 
24 
45 
16 
39 
37 

4 
27 
28 
40 

9 

5 
18 
13 
22 

4 

4 
57 
53 
28 

5 
16 

3 
18 


1,058 


1 

28 
19 
18 
18 
11 
1 
1 


97 


VARIOUS   INFANTRY   ORGANIZATIONS. 


Ni 


State. 


Austin's  sharpshooters 

Bluff  Citj  Sharpshooters 

Blythe's  "shaipshooters 

Chalmers'  shaipshooters 

Cox's  sharpshooters 

Cox's  signal  corps 

Dake's  [sic]  regiment 

Georgia  Sharpshooters 

Hyde's  company,  Ross'  regiment. 

HoUeman's  [sic]  regiment 

Mississippi  Sharpshooters 

Tennessee  Sharpshooters 


Total 


[Louisiana] 
Tennessee  . 
Mississippi 


[Greorgia] . 


Georgia. 


Mississippi 
Tennessee . 


i 


1 

2 

25 

2 

3 
1 
1 
3 

1 
1 

4 
2 


-•I 


46 


2 

2 

26 
2 
3 

1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
4 
2 

48 


No  record  of  a  Twenty-sixth  Texas  Infantry. 
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Confederate  oj^Hcers  and  enlisted  men  captured. — Continued. 
RECAPITULATION   OF  INFANTEY. 


States. 


Alabama 

Arkansas 

Confederate  States  — 

Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

North  Carolina 

South  Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Various  organizations 


Total. 


§g 


& 


23 

12 
5 
4 
4 
6 
5 

19 
5 
2 

39 
8 

12 


144 


§" 


9 


14 

22 

10 

7 

1 

9 

12 

19 

3 

1 

48 

I 

2 


149 


i 


a 


442 

278 

153 

170 

17 

154 

408 

365 

94 

32 

984 

96 

46 


3,239 


456 

300 

163 

177 

18 

163 

420 

384 

97 

33 

1,032 

97 

48 


3,1 


STATE  REOIHElirTS. 


States. 


AT.AWAMA. 


First 

Second 

Third 

Eighth 

Fourteenth 
Fifty-first. . 


ARKAN8A8. 


First. . . 
Second. 
Fourth. 


CONFBDBRATE  8TATBB. 


First... 
Third.. 
Eighth. 


6B0R6IA. 


First 

Second 

Third 

Third  Georgia  Battalion. 


23 
6 
3 
1 
2 
5 


7 

19 
4 


1 

12 
5 

4 


I 


23 
5 
3 
1 
2 
6 


7 

19 

4 


1 

12 
5 

4 


States. 


KENTUCKY. 


First.. 
Fourth. 
Sixth  .. 


TENNSBBBE. 


First... 
Second. 
Third.. 
Fourth. 


TBXAB. 


Fourth 

Eighth 

Tenth 

Eleventh . . . 

Fourteenth 

Fifteenih.., 


Total,  twenty-nine  regi- 
ments. 


% 


43 
2 

4 
14 


19 

10 

5 

5 

1 


211 


48 
2 
4 

U 


1 

20 

10 

5 

6 

1 


215 


Regimaats  '.hns  classified  seem  to  have  been  embraced  in  the  preceding  tables. 
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CAVALBT. 


Vmb*. 


Ashby 's  cavalry 

Bennett's  Tennessee  oavalTy- . 

Breckinridge's  escort 

Buford's  body  ^ard 

Buckner's  cavalry 

Cox's  Kentucky  cavalry 

Douglass'  Tennessee  battalion 

Duke's  Kentucky  cavalry 

Fyflfe's  battalion 

Gilbert's  Tennessee  battalion . 

Holman's  cavalry 

Howard's  cavaliy 

McCanu'  s  Tennessee  oavaliy  . 


1 


Name. 


Morgan's  Kentucky  cavalry. 

Morris'  battalion 

Roddey 's  cavalry 

Secona  Mounted  Infantry  . . 
Tennessee  Battalion  — , . . . 
Terry's  Texas, Rangers —  -. 

Wharton's  escort 

Wheeler's  command 

Willard's  Legion 

Woodward's  cavalry 

Aide  to  Greneral  Morgan 


Total. 


41 


ABTILLBBY 


Name  of  battery. 


Byrne's 

Calvert's 

Cobb's 

Darden's 

First  Kentucky 

First  Texas 

Fourteenth  Georgia 

Jackson's  Florida 

Ketchum's 

Lumsden's 

Marks'  Alabama  [Semple's] . 
Moses' 


Name  of  hattery. 


MoTyer's 

Napier's 

Phipps' 

Ile£nan's 

Robertson's 

Scott's 

Semple's  [Marks'  artillery] . 

Steuben  Artillery 

Walton's 


Washington  Artillery 
Wright's 


Total. 


h 


1 

g^ 

^ 


47 


BECAPITTTLATION. 


Artillery 
Cavalry  . 
Infantry. 


Grand  total. 


I 

ti 
I? 


29 
132 


161 


il 

«  g  (o 
s  bed 


24 
12 


36 


I 


23 


23 


^1. 


|.2 

^  S  ® 

s  n  ffi 
3  UvD 


23 

53 

144 


i 


2 

5 

149 


.220 


156 


47 

252 

3,239 


3,538 


49 

257 

3,388 


3,694 


WM.  M.  WILES, 
Oaptain  and  Provost- Marshal- Oeneral. 


Note.— It  appears  from  the  official  records  that  many  of  the  organizations  enumerated  in  tables  pp. 
230-233  \i  >re  not  with  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  (Confederate)  during  the  Stone's  River  Campaign. — 

COMPILBrt. 
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No.  8. 
Rtport  of  Capt.  Jesse  Merrill^  Cnief  Signal  Officer, 

Hdqbb.  Signal  Corps,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Murfreeshorough,  January  7,  1863. 

Major:  We  left  Nashville  on  Frida^^,  December  26,  in  company  with 
the  advancing  army,  and  kept  well  up  to  the  front  until  Monday,  when 
the  troops  were  pushed  vigorously  forward,  about  11  miles  from  where 
we  then  were,  to  the  place  which  was  afterward  the  battle-field,  the 
west  side  of  one  fork  of  Stone's  River.  We  kept  communication  with 
two  columns  of  the  advancing  troops,  but,  as  they  afterward  merged  into 
one,  one  of  the  lines  was  abandoned.  The  one  kept  up  was  with  Gen- 
eral Crittenden,  commanding  left  wing;  the  one  abandoned,  with  Neg- 
ley's  division  of  center,  which  came  in  on  Crittenden's  right,  on  the  Bame 
road  on  which  we  were. 

The  right  wing  of  the  army,  under  McCook,  consisting  of  three  divis- 
ions, marched  on  a  road  about  6  miles  to  our  right.  We  used  all  our 
energies  in  trying  to  get  communication  with  him,  but  failed,  the  inter- 
vening countrj  being  almost  level,  and  a  dense  wood. 

On  Monday  night  I  accompanied  Generals  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  to 
the  front.  Communication  was  kept  from  the  front  to  the  rear  during 
the  night.  A  copy  of  the  messages  sent  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
the  reports  are  received.  On  Tuesday  we  communicatee!  between  Gen- 
erals Rosecrans  and  Thomas.  McCook  was  then  about  10  miles  to  the 
right  in  the  woods. 

Crittenden's  headquarters  were  beside  those  of  Rosecrans.  The 
skirmishing  during  the  afternoon  was  very  severe.  At  daylight  on  Wed- 
nesday morning  loud  reports  of  artillery  and  musketry  in  rapid  succes- 
sion were  heard  on  the  right,  and  at  almost  the  same  time  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  front  center.  Between  8  and  9  o'clock  McCook's  line  of 
battle  was  broken,  and  his  division  separated,  and,  straggling,  rushed 
through  the  woods  to  the  Murfreeshorough  pike,  2  miles  from  their 
original  position.  Another  line  was  formed  parallel  with  the  pike,  and 
here  the  enemy  were  successfully  resisted,  both  on  the  right  and  in  front. 
They  were  pressing  us  heavily,  though,  and  when  the  sun  went  down, 
and  the  din  of  battle  and  the  roar  of  artillery  ceased,  all  seemed  re- 
lieved.. 

Signals  could  not  be  used  to  any  advantage  on  that  field ;  woods  and 
clumps  of  trees  were  all  around  us.  Even  if  this  had  not  been  so,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  use  them,  for  General  Rosecrans  was 
constantly  riding  over  the  field,  and  other  generals  seemed  equally  act- 
ive. At  no  one  time,  and  I  rode  with  him  during  most  of  the  day,  do 
I  remember  of  his  having  been  one-half  hour  at  the  same  place.  The 
result  of  this  day's  fight  was,  our  right  wing  driven  2  miles,  with  a  loss 
of  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  large  number  of  wounded,  and  prison- 
ers, and  thousands  of  stragglers,  who  were  rushing  to  the  rear,  and 
could  hardly  be  driven  back  to  their  places  in  the  ranks.  On  Thurs- 
day both  armies  lay  quiet,  seemingly  worn  out  by  the  contest  of  the 
previous  day.  To  us  it  was  a  day  of  terrible  suspense.  On  Friday 
afternoon  all  our  available  force  was  massed  on  the  left,  to  attack  the 
enemy's  right.  Happily  for  us,  they  attacked  us  just  when  we  were 
about  to  move  on  them,  and  they  were  driven  back  with  great  loss  and 
in  much  disorder.  On  Saturday  evening  we  again  attacked  them,  and 
drove  them  from  a  strong  position.     On  Sunday  morning  they  had  with- 
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drawn  their  forces  across  the  river,  and  they  began  to  evacuate  this 
place.  The  officers  of  the  corps  rendered  all  the  assistance  they  could ; 
the  movements  of  the  enemj  were  watched  closely,  though  but  little 
could  be  seen  of  them.  Some  of  them  were  efficient  as  aides-de-camp  to 
the  generals  to  whom  they  were  assigned. 

I  will  claim  your  indulgence  for  this  report,  as  it  has  been  written 
under  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  and  iiJ  great  haste. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JESSE  MEERILL, 
Captain  in  Charge  of  Signal  Corps,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Maj.  Albert  J.  Myer, 

Chief  Signal  Officer^  U,  S,  Army, 


No.  9. 


Report  of  Col,  James  Barnett^  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

.     Murfreesboroughy  Tenn,,  February  8,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  a  summary  from  the  reports  of  the  batteries  of  this  depart- 
ment, of  their  position,  &c.,  at  the  late  battle  of  Stone^s  River. 

Right  wing,  Second  Division,  composed  of  the  following  batteries; 
Battery  A,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Belding  commanding, 
attached  to  General  Willich's  brigade;  Battery  E,  First  Ohio  Artillery, 
Captain  Edgarton,  attached  to  Colonel  Kirk's  brigade;  Fifth  Indiana, 
Captain  Simon  son,  attached  to  Colonel  Buckley's  brigade,  having  the 
following  guns:  Nine  James  rifles,  three  6-pounder  smooth-bore,  two 
12 -pounder  howitzers,  two  10-pounder  Parrotts,  and  two  12-pounder  light 
field  guns. 

On  the  evening  of  December  30,  Battery  A  was  placed  in  position  in 
the  rear  of  the  brigade,  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  right  wing,  with 
one  section,  the  other  two  sections  fronting  the  rear,  horses  unhitched, 
but  not  unharnessed. 

At  daybreak  the  horses  were  sent  to  water,  with  the  precaution  to 
return  at  the  least  alarm ;  firing  commenced ;  teams  returned  quickly 
and  hitched.  The  brigade  falling  back  very  fast,  the  battery  retired  to 
a  slight  eminence  in  the  rear,  but  the  enemy  having  got  so  far  to  the 
right  that  the  guns  were  under  a  cross-fire.  Near  this  point  three  guns 
were  taken  by  the  enemy.  Two  other  pieces  were  taken  rapidly  to  the 
rear,  one  gun,  having  horses  remaining,  was  served  with  effect  as  oppor- 
tunity was  offered,  firing  about  four  rounds  at  each  unlimbering.  Upon 
reaching  the  Murfreesborough  i)ike,  this  gun  was  put  in  position  with 
Captain  Simonsou's  battery,  where  about  ten  rounds  were  fired.  Upon 
being  ordered  to  return,  one  wheel-driver  and  two  horses  being  killed 
while  limbering  up,  the  piece  was  temporarily  abandoned,  but  was 
brought  off'  by  the  Louisville  Legion  with  prolonge  attached.  This  bat- 
tery the  next  day  was  held  in  position,  with  two  guns,  near  the  Mur- 
freesborough pike,  in  reserve,  where  it  remained  until  ordered  forward 
across  the  river. 

Company  E,  First  Ohio  ArtUlery,  Captain  Edgarton,  was  posted,  on 
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the  uight  of  December  30,  od  the  extreme  right  and  in  front  of  Battery 
A,  in  position  to  guard  a  country  road,  horses  harnessed  all  night. 

At  daylight  of  the  31st,  horses  were  sent  to  water;  at  the  firing  of 
the  pickets,  horses  were  hitched  in,  or  at  least  one-half,  and  others  im- 
mediately returned.  Two  shells  were  thrown  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy,  still  invisible,  and,  as  they  appeared,  six  rounds  of  canister  were 
thrown  with  great  effect.  The  vigorous  attack  of  the  enemy  in  front 
and  flank,  and  the  loss  of  many  horses,  rendered  it  necessary  to  abandon 
the  battery,  after,  however,  a  determined  resistance,  2  cannoneers  being 
bayoneted  at  the  guns.  Captain  Edgarton  and  Lieutenant  Berwick  were 
captured. 

The  Fifth  Indiana  Battery,  Captain  Simonson,  was  first  put  in  posi- 
tion on  the  morning  of  the  31st  about  one-half  mile  to  the  right  of  the 
Six-Mile  pike,  upon  which  the  right  wing  advanced  upon  an  open  field, 
with  the  battery  fronting  to  the  west.  Here  the  right  section  was  tem- 
porarily detailed,  by  order  of  Colonel  Baldwin,  and  ordered  to  the  left 
and  front  about  400  yards.  From  this  position  the  battery  fell  back 
with  the  division,  and  was  ordered,  by  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  to 
take  another  position  on  the  crest,  about  200  yards  to  the  right  of  the 
Murfreesborough  pike  and  near  to  the  right  of  Major-General  Eous- 
seau's  division,  which  position  it  retained  until  ordered  to  retire. 

The  next  ground  taken  was  in  the  open  space  to  the  left,  and  about 
25  yards  from  the  railroad,  where  it  remained  until  about  sunset,  when 
General  Johnson  ordered  the  battery  to  the  left  of  his  division,  about 
185  yards  to  the  right  of  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  opposite  the  head- 
quarters of  Major-General  Kousseau,  where  it  remained  until  ordered  to 
cross  Stone's  River,  January  5.    The  battery  lost  two  guns. 

The  artillery  of  the  First  Division  is  composed  of  the  following  bat- 
teries, and  had  the  following  guns :  Fifth  Wisconsin,  Captain  Pinney, 
attached  to  Colonel  Post's  brigade ;  Second  Minnesota,  Captain  Hotch- 
kiss,  attached  to  Colonel  Carlin's  brigade ;  Eighth  Wisconsin,  Captain 
Carpenter,  attached  to  Colonel  Woodruff^s  brigade.  Four  10-pounder 
Parrotts,  eight  6-pounder  smooth-bore,  four  12-pounder  howitzers.  Cap- 
tain Piuney's  battery,  which,  with  his  brigade,  was  on  the  extreme  right 
of  the  army,  on  the  30th,  after  driving  the  enemy,  to  enable  the  skirmish- 
ers to  advance  to  the  open  fields  in  front,  took  position,  with  horses  in 
harness,  for  the  night.  After  dark,  two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division 
took  position  on  the  right. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  upon  the  falling  back  of  these  two  brigades, 
the  battery  changed  front  to  the  right,  to  meet  the  enemy  rapidly  ap- 
proaching by  the  right  and  rear,  supported  by  the  Fifty  -ninth  Illinois 
and  posted  in  a  corn-field,  where  they  opened  fire  with  canister,  check- 
ing temporarily  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  However,  being  unopposed 
on  the  right,  the  position  became  untenable,  and  the  battery  was  with- 
drawn, leaving  Captain  Pinney  dangerously  wounded,  with  the  loss  of 
some  18  horses  and  one  gun.  The  balance  of  the  battery  was  dragged  to 
the  rear  by  the  assistance  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Illinois,  i^ear  the  Nashville 
pike  it  was  charged  upon  by  cavalry,  who  were  driven  off  by  the  Fourth 
Cavalry  Regiment,  and  took  position  behind  Overall's  Creek,  on  a  hill  to 
the  right  of  the  pike,  where  they  remained  all  night. 

The  next  morning  their  position  was  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  where 
breastworks  were  thrown  up  in  a  position  to  enfilade  the  enemy's  lines. 
At  this  point  a  rebel  battery,  opening,  was  soon  silenced  by  a  few  Par- 
rott  shots. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  the  battery,  with  its  brigade,  was 
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ordered  to  cross  the  Stone's  Eiver,  wheie  it  was  put  into  pointion,  throw 
ing  up  breastworks,  and  where  it  remained  until  2  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  January  4,  when  it  recrossed  the  river,  taking  its  former  position 
on  the  right,  where  it  remained  until  January  6,  1863. 

The  Second  Minnesota  Battery,  Captain  Hotchkiss,  moved  on  the  30th 
with  its  brigade  to  the  right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike  until  the  withdrawal 
of  skirmishers,  when  the  battery  opened  with  canister  and  spherical  case 
with  eflfe^^t.  When  the  first  line  of  the  brigade  had  arrived  at  the  point 
about  180  yards  from  the  house  of  Mrs.  William  Smith,  two  batteries, 
one  about  100  yards  west  of  the  house  and  another  on  the  east  of  the 
iiouse,  250  yards  distant,  opened  fire  on  the  Twenty-first  Illinois  and 
Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers.  These  batteries  were  soon  silenced,  but 
another  to  the  right,  about  500  yards,  enfilading  the  brigade,  was  driven 
off  by  a  well  directed  fire  from  this  battery. 

Before  daylight  on  the  ujorning  of  the  31st,  the  battery  was  retired 
200  yards,  soon  after  which  the  brigade  was  vigorously  attacked  and 
obliged  to  fall  back  across  the  open  fields,  and  entered  a  wood  about  200 
yards  east  of  Griscom's  house,  when  several  rounds  were  fired  with  de- 
structive effect. 

The  command  was  again  retired  about  1  mile,  and  went  into  position 
in  the  edge  of  a  cedar  grove,  from  whence  it  again  retired  to  the  railroad. 
The  next  position  was  near  the  IN^ashville  pike,  4  miles  from  Murfrees- 
borough. 

On  January  2,  under  order  of  Major-General  Rosecrans,  the  brigade 
and  battery  were  sent  to  the  left,  crossing  Stone's  Eiver  at  the  ford, 
relieving  Colonel  Hazen,  where  they  remained  until  January  4. 

The  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery,  Captain  Carpenter,  at  about  11  o'clock, 
December  30,  was  posted  on  the  edge  of  a  cotton-field,  in  front  of  a  wood 
running  parallel  with  the  pike,  facing  southeast,  placed  in  the  interval 
between  General  Sill's  right  and  the  left  of  its  (Colonel  Woodruff's)  bri- 
gade. 

At  about  3  o'clock  the  command  was  moved  forward,  with  heavy  skir- 
mishing. The  right  of  the  brigade,  being  well  advanced,  was  halted, 
and  remained  until  support  should  come  up.  The  battery  was  placed 
at  the  angle  of  the  fence,  to  protect  the  right  and  front,  when  it  received 
a  heavy  fire,  occasionally  replying  with  shell,  until  toward  night,  when 
the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire  on  the  right  of  Carlin's  brigade, 
which  was  silenced  in  handsome  style  in  five  minutes.  Colonel  Carlin's 
brigade  being  attacked  at  about  the  same  time,  this  battery  again  opened 
with  such  effect  as  to  effectually  check  the  attack. 

The  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  made  their  attack  in  five  lines, 
the  battery  opening  a  full  fire  of  canister  with  terrific  effect.  After  a 
determined  resistance,  being  ordered  back,  several  ineffectual  attempts 
were  made  to  get  into  position,  but,  owing  to  the  general  stampede,  no 
stand  could  be  made  until  they  reached  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  where 
they  remained  until  Friday ;  being  then  ordered  to  the  left,  crossed  the 
ford,  and  went  into  position  on  the  extreme  left,  about  2  miles  from  the 
ford. 

On  Saturday,  January  3,  the  battery  changed  position  again  to  the 
right,  where  it  remained  until  ordered  to  Murfreesborough. 

The  batteries  of  the  Third  Division  are  as  follows :  Battery  G,  First 
Missouri,  Captain  Hescock,  attached  to  Colonel  Schaefer's  (Second)  bri- 
gade ;  Battery  C,  First  Illinois,  Captain  Houghtaling,  attached  to  Colo- 
nel Roberts'  (Third)  brigade;  Fourth  Indiana  Battery,  Captain  Bush, 
attached  to  General  Sill's  (F'rst)  brigade,  with  the  following  guns  :  Two 
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10-pounder  Parrotts,  four  12-pounder  light  field  ^ns,  two  James  rifles, 
six  6-pounder  smooth-bore,  and  four  12-pounder  howitzers. 

Battery  G,  First  Missouri,  Captain  Hescock,  moved  on  the  morning 
of  the  30fh,  at  7  a.  m.,  with  its  brigade,  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
division,  to  the  right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  having  Bush's  battery  on 
the  left.  Toward  f  vening,  Bush  moving  to  the  front.  Captain  Hescock 
took  his  place.  The  three  batteries  of  the  division  concentrated  their 
fire  upon  the  enemy's  batteries,  silencing  their  fire. 

In  the  morning  this  battery  and  Captain  Houghtaling's  opened  a  heavy 
fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  engaging  Generals  Sill's  and  Davis' 
commands,  until  the  enemy,  who  were  pursuing  General  Johnson's  com- 
mand, gained  their  rear,  when  they  moved  to  the  front,  to  the  position 
first  held  by  the  enemy,  and  then  took  position  on  the  north  side  of  the 
road,  sending  one  section  to  re-enforce  Captain  Bush,  engaging  the 
enemy  hotly  until  their  ammunition  was  expended,  when  they  retired 
through  the  cedars  with  the  division.  After  gaining  the  open  field,  their 
guns  were  brought  into  action  and  fired  until  all  the  ammunition  was 
expended. 

About  3  o'clock,  January  1,  they  took  a  position  south  of  the  Mur- 
freesborough  pike,  and  were  not  further  engaged. 

Battery  C,  First  Illinois,  Captain  Houghtaling,  on  the  30th  moved  on 
the  left  of  Captain  Bush,  and  next  to  the  Wilkinson  pike,  south  side ; 
opened  fire,  in  concert  with  other  batteries  of  the  division,  at  the  enemy 
in  front. 

On  the  31st,  at  the  falling  back  of  General  Johnson,  this  battery  took 
position  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  just  in  the  edge  of  the  timber,  sup- 
ported by  Colonel  Roberts'  brigade,  where  he  remained  until  all  of  his 
horses  were  killed  and  ammunition  expended,  when  he  was  forced  to 
abandon  his  guns,  falling  back  and  assisting  at  the  guns  of  the  other 
batteries  of  the  division. 

The  Fourth  Indiana  Battery,  Captain  Bush,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th,  being  on  the  right  of  Captain  Houghtaling,  moved  his- battery  to 
the  front  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  at  short  range,  with  the  other 
batteries,  driving  back  the  enemy.  During  the  night  the  captain  moved 
to  a  more  commanding  position. 

On  the  31st,  the  battle  opened  with  this  division  by  an  attempt  to  cap- 
ture this  battery,  which  was  gallantly  defended  by  General  Sill,  when 
this  brave  officer  fell  between  the  guns.  The  battery  fell  back  with  the 
other  batteries  of  the  division,  and  took  position  on  the  north  of  the 
pike,  sending  one  section,  with  Lieutenant  Flansburg,  tore  enforce  Cap- 
tain Houghtahng ;  one  Parrott  section,  with  Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  was, 
at  this  time,  sent  to  Captain  Houghtaling,  assisted  by  Captain  Hescock, 
when,  after  a  very  warm  resistance,  and  ammunition  failing,  the  battery 
was  compelled  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of  two  of  its  guns  left  in  the 
cedars.  The  next  position  taken  was  on  the  south  of  the  Murfreesbor- 
ough  pike,  with  the  division. 

Center. — The  artillery  of  the  First  Division  consists  of  the  following 
batteries :  Captain  Stone,  First  Kentucky  Battery ;  Lieutenant  Yan  Pelt, 
First  Michigan  Battery ;  Company  H,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Lieuten- 
ant Guenther,  with  the  following  guns :  Ten  10-pounder  Parrotts,  two 
James  rifles,  two  6-pounder  smooth-bore,  and  four  12-pounder  light 
field  guns. 

Captain  Stone's  First  Kentucky  Battery  was  not  ordered  into  position 
until  January  1,  when  it  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  Murfreesbor- 
ough  pike,  directly  in  front  of  the  log-house,  one  section  being  stationed 
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in  the  woods,  about  100  yards  distant.  The  battery  afterward  moved 
to  the  front  edge  of  the  woods,  in  rear  of  the  center  of  the  brigade  to 
which  it  was  attached.  At  night  it  relieved  Lieutenant  Parsons'  bat- 
tery, which  was  stationed  outside  and  in  front  of  the  woods,  command- 
ing the  corn-fields  and  woods  to  the  right  and  front,  in  which  position 
it  remained  until  January  3.  A.t  4  p.  m.  relieved  Captain  Cox's  half 
battery,  wliich  was  about  50  yards  to  the  left,  posting  a  half  battery  in 
its  place  at  night;  shelled  the  fields  and  woods  from  both  points ;  was 
not  further  engaged. 

The  First  Michigan  Battery,  Lieutenant  Van  Pelt,  took  position  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  3  miles  from  Murfreesborough, 
where  they  remained  during  the  day,  serving  their  guns  with  effect; 
were  relieved  on  the  1st  of  January,  and  took  position  about  half  a  mile 
in  rear  of  front  line  of  battle. 

On  January  2  moved  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  and  took  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  the  pike,  remaining  at  this  point  through  the  day. 
On  Saturday  morning  the  battery  moved  to  the  front,  behind  earth- 
works, immediately  beyond  the  pike,  fronting  the  position  occupied  on 
Wednesday,  remaining  there  all  day  and  night,  shelling  the  woods  at 
sundown. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  Company  H,  Fifth  Artillery,  Lieutenant 
Guenther,  moved  through  the  cedars  to  the  left  of  the  pike  with  its 
brigade,  but  was  returned,  owing  to  the  impracticability  of  operating 
in  the  woods,  and  took  position  in  the  open  ground  in  time  to  check  a 
rebel  advance.  From  the  cedars  it  then  moved  to  a  i)osition  on  the  rise 
of  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  pike.  On  the  appearance  of  the 
enemy  at  close  range,  a  heavy  fire  with  canister  shot  was  opened  on 
them  with  such  effect  that  they  were  driven  back  to  the  woods  in  dis- 
order. The  battery  held  this  position  until  the  morning  of  January  1, 
when  it  was  moved  some  distance  to  the  rear,  and,  after  several  changes 
of  front,  was  ordered  with  the  brigade  to  a  point  on  the  Murfreesborough 
pike,  beyond  Stewart's  Creek.  This  order  being  countermanded,  the 
battery  encamped  near  its  old  point. 

On  the  morning  of  January  3  fire  was  opened  on  a  battery  of  the 
enemy  which  was  annoying  our  troops,  resulting  in  driving  it  from  its 
position.  During  the  forenoon  the  brigade  and  battery  moved  forward 
and  occupied  rifle-pits  and  epaulements  which  had  been  constructed  for 
them.  At  dusk  the  battery  opened  fire  with  shell  and  spherical  case 
shot  on  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  woods  and  buildings  and  behind 
breastworks,  &c.,  which,  being  followed  by  infantry,  drove  them  from 
their  position.  The  battery  remained  in  position  during  the  following 
day,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  removed  to  Murfreesborough. 

The  batteries  of  the  Second  Division,  Brigadier-General  Negley,  are 
as  follows :  Company  M,  First  Ohio,  Captain  Schultz ;  Company  G, 
First  Ohio  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Marshall ;  Company  M,  First  Ken- 
tucky [Second  Kentucky  Battery],  Lieutenant  Ellsworth,  with  the  fol- 
lowing guns:  Two  12-pounder  Wiard  steel  guns,  two  6-pounder  Wiard, 
four  12-pounder  howitzers,  two  James  rifles,  one  6-pounder  smooth- 
bore, and  two  16-pounder  Parrotts.  Tiie  three  batteries  of  this  division 
were  posted  with  the  division  on  a  slope  of  the  west  bank  of  Stone's 
River,  in  advance,  but  joining  the  right,  of  General  Crittenden's  line, 
with  General  Sheridan  on  their  right ;  Captain  Schultz  on  the  right  of 
Battery  G,  First  Ohio,  and  Battery  M,  First  Kentucky  [Second  Ken- 
tucky Battery],  on  the  left.  The  batteries  opened  fire  on  the  enemy 
and  drove  them,  holding  the  position  during  the  day  and  night. 
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Ou  the  31st,  these  batteries,  after  holding  their  position  under  a  mur- 
derous fire  for  four  hours,  having  a  large  proportion  of  their  horses 
killed,  and  being  out  of  ammunition,  were  compelled  to  retire  with  the 
loss  of  six  guns  in  getting  through  the  cedars. 

On  January  1,  Company  M  was  posted  on  the  left  side  of  the  rail- 
road; changed  position  abont  1  o'clock  to  the  right  of  Murfreesborough 
pike,  where  it  remained  until  night. 

On  January  2,  these  batteries  were  posted  on  the  hill  at  the  ford  of 
Stone's  River,  to  resist  the  attack  on  the  left,  which  proved  successful. 

Left  Wing. — The  batteries  of  the  left  wing  are  the  following:  Com- 
pany M,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Parsons;  Company  H, 
Fourth  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Throckmorton ;  Company  B,  First  Ohio 
Artillery,  Captain  Standart,  attached  to  the  Second  Division ;  Tenth 
Indiana,  Captain  Cox ;  Eighth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Estep ;  Sixth  Ohio, 
Captain  Bradley,  attached  to  the  First  Division ;  Seventh  Indiana  Bat- 
tery, Captain  Swallow ;  Third  Wisconsin,  Lieutenant  Livingston ;  Twen- 
ty-sixth Pennsylvania  [Battery  B,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery],  Lieu- 
tenant Stevens,  attached  to  the  Third  Division,  with  the  following  guns : 
Four  3-inch  rifles,  ten  12-pounder  howitzers,  six  James  rifles,  twelve  6- 
pounder  smooth-bores,  and  sixteen  10-pounder  Parrotts. 

The  first  position  taken  by  Batteries  H  and  M,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Parsons,  was  just  to  the  right  of  the  Murfreesborough  pike, 
2 J  miles  from  Murfreesborough.  During  the  morning  they  retired  for 
ammunition,  and  took  a  second  position  between  the  railroad  and  pike, 
and,  after  firing  away  all  their  ammunition,  they  again  retired.  On 
January  2  they  were  moved  to  the  front,  and  soon  after  took  position 
at  the  hill  near  the  ford,  and  participated  in  repulsing  the  enemy  from 
our  left. 

Company  B,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  Captain  Standart,  on  the  31st  was 
posted  on  the  right  of  Lieutenant  ParvSons.  After  firing  away  his  am- 
munition, he  retired  for  the  day.  On  the  2d  he  was  put  in  position  on 
the  hill  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  commanding  the  corn-field  occupied  by 
Stokes'  battery  the  day  before.  Being  under  a  very  heavy  cannonad- 
ing, three  pieces  were  retired  to  a  position  under  cover,  in  reserve,  to 
the  left  of  the  pike.  These  three  guns  were,  in  the  afternoon,  moved  to 
the  left,  to  resist  the  attack  of  the  enemy. 

Company  F,  First  Ohio,  Captain  Cockerill,  on  the  31st,  was  placed  in 
position  on  the  left  of  Parsons'  battery,  and  on  the  right  of  the  pike ; 
but  during  the  morning  retired  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  rail- 
road and  about  400  yards  from  it,  which  position  they  held  until  the  at- 
tack on  the  left,  to  which  point  Lieutenant  Osburn  moved  four  pieces, 
the  captain  having  been  wounded. 

Captain  Bradley,  on  the  morning  of  the  3l8t,  moved,  with  Colonel 
Barker's  brigade  in  its  advance,  to  check  the  enemy  on  the  right,  and 
held  with  it  its  position  through  the  day.  On  the  2d  he  held  a  position 
ou  commanding  ground  near  to  the  right  of  the  railroad.  When  the 
attack  was  made  on  the  left,  he  changed  front  to  fire  to  the  left. 

The  Seventh  Indiana.  Battery,  Captain  Swallow,  on  the  31st,  went  into 
battery  a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  2^  miles  from  Murfrees- 
borough, and  in  the  afternoon  moved  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  going 
into  battery  on  the  right  of  Cockerill's  battery.  On  the  2d  this  battery 
also  was  placed  on  the  high  ground  to  resist  the  enemy's  attack  at  the 
ford. 

The  Eighth  Indiana  Battery,  Lieutenant  Estep,  was  placed  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  pike  (left)  and  rear  of  Captain  Swallow's  battery. 
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On  the  2d,  having  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy ^s  artillery  in  the 
morning,  he  retired  to  repair  damages,  and,  when  the  attack  was  made 
on  the  left,  massed  with  the  other  batteries  on  the  hill  at  the  ford. 

The  Tenth  Indiana  Battery,  Captain  Cox,  was  placed  in  position  in 
front  and  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  which  he  maintained  on  the  31st 
and  afterward.  The  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Battery  [Battery  B, 
Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery],  Lieutenant  Stevens,  was  posted  on  the 
left  and  facing  the  pike,  3  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  when  the  enemy 
appeared.  As  they  fell  back  he  moved  forward,  crossing  the  pike, 
taking  position  on  the  ridge,  changing  several  times. 

On  the  2d  he  changed  front  to  fire  to  the  left,  and  opened  fire  when 
the  attack  was  made  in  that  direction. 

The  Third  Wisconsin  Battery,  Lieutenant  Livingston,  was  command- 
ing tlie  ford  on  the  31st.  They  afterward  moved  across  the  river  at  the 
ford.  When  the  attack  was  made  on  the  2d,  they  recrossed  and  took 
position  on  the  hill  in  line  with  the  other  batteries  of  the  corps. 

The  Board  of  Trade  Battery,  Captain  Stokes,  attached  to  the  Pioneer 
Brigade,  consisting  of  four  6  pounders,  smooth-bore,  and  two  James 
rifles,  moved,  on  the  31st,  promptly  to  the  front  and  right  of  the  pike, 
serving  canister  with  effect.  They  afterward  moved  still  farther  to  the 
front,  holding  a  good  position,  commanding  a  corn-field  and  the  wood 
beyond.  After  having  held  the  position  thirty-six  hours,  the  battery 
was  ordered  to  the  rear. 

On  the  2d,  this  battery  was  again  put  in  position  with  the  batteries 
to  resist  the  attack  from  the*  left,  and  opened,  with  the  artillery  force 
massed  at  that  point,  a  destructive  fire,  causing  the  enemy  to  retire. 
The  losses  in  materiel  and  personnel  I  had  the  honor  to  report  immedi- 
ately after  the  battle. 

The  many  gallant  actions  of  battery  officers  and  men  are  named  by 
their  immediate  commanders  in  their  reports,  to  which  I  respectfully 
refer  for  the  details  of  their  action.  The  practice  of  the  batteries  was 
good,  and  the  precaution  of  the  general  commanding  to  fire  low  and  be 
sparing  of  ammunition  was  heeded.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, the  loss  of  the  guns  was  unavoidable,  as  in  falling  back  on  the  right 
the  horses  could  not  be  under  cover,  and  the  thick  cedar  thickets  pre- 
vented the  guns  being  brought  off  by  hand. 

Six  guns,  3  caissons,  3  damaged  forges,  and  2  battery  wagons  were 
captured  from  the  enemy,  or  recaptured  ;  also  6,451  muskets,  with  bayo- 
nets, scabbards,  &c. 

The  whole  number  of  men  engaged  in  serving  the  batteries  was  86 
commissioned  officers  and  2,760  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 
I  remain,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARNETT, 
Colonel  and  Chief  of  Arttllerff, 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  GoDDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  ard  Chief  of  Staff, 
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No.    10. 

Report  of  Capt  James  8t,  Clair  Morton,   U.  S.  Engineers,  commanding 

Pioneer  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Pioneer  Brigade,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Camp,  3  miles  7iorth  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  5,  li863. 

Major  :  According  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  late  battle  by  my  brigade, 
which  is  composed  of  three  battalions  of  Pioneers  and  Stokes^  (Chicago 
Board  of  Trade)  battery : 

On  the  march  hither  from  JSTashville,  my  brigade  constructed  two 
bridges  over  Stewart^s  Creek  between  the  hours  of  4  p.  m.  and  4  a.  m. 
December  29  and  30,  arriving  here  on  the  30th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  brigade  was  engaged  in  improving  the 
fords  of  Stone's  River,  in  which  the  right  battalion  sustained  the  fire  of 
some  rebel  cavalry,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  line  of 
battle,  and  formed  my  brigade,  by  the  orders  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral in  person,  fronting  toward  the  right,  where  the  enemy  appeared 
on  a  rise  of  ground  in  front  of  us,  from  which  they  had  driven  one  of 
our  batteries.  I  immediately  opened  fire  with  canister  from  Stokes' 
battery  and  drove  them  back.  I  then,  by  order  of  the  commanding 
general  in  person,  advanced  to  the  said  rise,  and  held  it  under  the  fire 
of  three  rebel  batteries.  I  supported  the  battery  by  the  First  Battalion 
of  Pioneers  on  the  left,  posted  in  a  thicket,  and  by  the  Third  Battalion 
on  the  right.  The  Second  Battalion  was  placed  in  a  wood  still  farther 
to  the  right. 

Shortly  after  I  had  formed  my  line,  the  enemy  appeared  across  the 
field,  preparing  to  charge  upon  some  of  our  troops,  who  were  retiring, 
but  had  been  rallied  by  the  commanding  general.  I  opened  fire  upon 
these  from  Stokes'  battery,  which  played  over  the  head  of  the  com- 
manding general  and  our  troops,  and  arrested  their  advance.  M^  right 
battalion  was  soon  after  attacked,  the  object  of  the  enemy  being  to 
penetrate  through  the  line  under  cover  of  the  woods.  Said  battalion 
changed  front  so  as  to  obtain  a  flanking  fire,  and  by  a  single  volley 
repulsed  the  enemy,  composed  of  the  Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Texas 
Regiments.  In  this  the  battalion  was  aided  by  the  Seventy -ninth  In- 
diana, which  had  rallied  on  its  right. 

Toward  sundown,  the  enemy  appearing  on  my  left,  I  brought  two 
sections  of  Stokes'  battery  to  the  left  of  my  First  Battalion,  and  repulsed 
a  brigade  of  the  enemy  which  attacked  that  battalion  in  the  thicket. 
They  left  their  dead  within  50  paces  of  my  line.  In  this  affair  both  the 
battalion  and  the  battery  behaved  very  creditably. 

The  brigade  slept  on  their  arms  the  night  of  the  31st.  Early  on  the 
1st  instant  the  enemy  appeared  on  my  left,  apparently  to  advance 
through  the  gap  between  it  and  the  pike.  I  changed  my  front  and 
occupied  the  gap,  and  sustained  and  returned  their  volleys  of  musketry, 
playing  upon  them  from  the  battery  and  preventing  their  advance  be- 
yond the  edge  of  the  woods.  We  held  this  position  till  after  nightfall, 
when  the  brigade  was  relieved  and  formed  in  reserve. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  part  of  the  Pioneers  were  engaged  in  mak- 
ing road  crossings  over  the  railroad,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  cannonade, 
which  reached  our  camp.  T  brought  out  Stokes'  battery  and  returned 
the  fire.  The  battalions  advanced,  supporting  it  under  a  fire  of  solid 
shot  aud  shell.    The  cannonade  having  ceased,  I  received  orders  to  fall 
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back  to  my  assigned  position  in  reserve,  and  remained  till  late  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  commanding  general  in  person  ordered  me  to  the 
left  as  re-enforcement.  I  then  marched  my  command  at  a  double-quick 
and  arrived  on  the  line,  occupying  a  gap  in  it  under  the  fire  of  a  rebel 
battery,  which  was,  however,  soon  silenced  by  Stokes'  battery,  which 
was  worked  with  exceeding  vigor  and  skill. 

General  Negley  now  approached  me  and  requested  me  to  re-enforce 
his  troops,  who,  after  a  violent  contest,  had  gained  ground  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river.  I  accordingly  moved  my  command  there  at  a 
double-quick,  and  formed  the  Third  Battalion  in  second  line  behind 
General  Davis'  command,  the  First  Battalion  extending  beyond  it  and 
throwing  out  its  own  advance,  occupying  the  space  between  it  and  the 
river.  The  battery  was  posted  on  a  knoll  between  the  First  and  Third 
Battalions,  the  Second  Battalion  being  in  second  line  on  the  extreme 
right.  In  this  position  we  remained  till  after  nightfall,  when  I  received 
orders  to  recross  the  river  and  again  assume  a  position  in  reserve,  and 
to  furnish  the  Second  Battalion  to  construct  rifle  pits  in  the  front  and 
near  the  pike,  and  also  on  the  extreme  right.  Said  battalion  worked 
all  night  in  the  rain. 

On  the  3d,  the  Third  Battalion  relieved  the  First,  on  duty  in  the 
trenches,  and  on  the  4th  the  Second  and  Third  Battalions  began  two 
lunettes  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  First  Battalion  began 
a  trestle  bridge  across  it.  On  the  5th,  the  said  work  was  continued,  and 
the  Third  Battalion,  with  the  advance  of  the  army,  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  is  as  follows :  First  Battalion :  Killed,  4  f 
wounded,  3  commissioned  officers  and  5  enlisted  men.  Second  Battal- 
ion: Killed,  4;  wounded,  5  enlisted  men.  Third  Battalion:  Killed,  4} 
wounded,  10  enlisted  men.  Stokes'  battery :  Killed,  3 ;  wounded,  1 
commissioned  officer  and  9  enlisted  men.     Total,  killed  and  wounded,  48. 

The  force  of  the  brigade  actually  engaged  was  1,600  mep,  there  being 
ten  companies  or  1,000  Pioneers  employed  on  the  fortifications  between 
Gallatin  and  Nashville,  and  200  detached  guarding  the  implement  train. 
Of  the  force  above  mentioned,  95  belong  to  Stokes'  battery. 

During  the  engagement,  the  Pioneers  behaved  as  well  as  could  be 
wished,  and,  when  required,  worked  zealously  by  night  and  day,  although 
insufficiently  provided  with  rations,  in  spite  of  inclement  weather,  and 
under  fire.  The  artillerymen  displayed  the  highest  discipline,  and 
worked  their  guns  with  extreme  rapidity  and  accuracy.  As  the  com- 
manding general  was  everywhere  present  on  the  field  with  his  staff,  he 
cannot  but  have  remarked  the  good  service  done  by  Captain  Stokes, 
who  manifested  the  greatest  zeal,  and  managed  his  battery  with  the 
utmost  precision  and  success. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  commanding 
general  my  adjutant,  Lieutenant  Lamberson,  of  the  Nineteenth  Illinois 
Volunteers ;  my  inspectors,  Lieutenants  Clark,  of  the  Sixteenth  U.  S. 
Infantry,  and  Murphy,  of  the  Twenty -first  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and 
my  aides.  Lieutenant  Eeeve,  of  the  Thirty- seventh  Indiana  Volunteers, 
and  Assistant  Engineer  Pearsall,  all  of  whom  exhibited  the  utmost 
ardor  and  alacrity  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  mention  Captain  Hood,  of  the  Eleventh  Michigan 
Volunteers,  commanding  Second  Battalion  j  Captain  Clements,  of  the 
Sixty  ninth  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanding  Tliird  Battalion,  and  Captain 
Bridges,  of  the  Nineteenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  commanding  First  Bat- 
talion, who,  though  wounded  on  the  first  day,  retained  the  command  of 
his  battalion  throughout. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  sub-reports  of  the  chiefs  c  f  batttulions, 
of  the  commander  of  the  battery,  and  of  the  surgeon  of  the  brigade. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ST.  C.  MORTON, 
Captain  of  Engineers^  TJ.  8.  Army,  Chief  Engineer 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Commanding  Pioneer  Brigade, 

Maj.  C.  GODDARD, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  11. 

Report  of  Capt,  Lyman  Bridges,  commanding  First  Battalion, 

BLdqrs.  First  Battalion,  Pioneer  Brigade, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Stone's  River,  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  5, 1863. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  herewith  furnish  a  report 
of  the  part  this  battalion  took  in  the  recent  battle  at  this  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  December  30,  3862, 
having  completed  the  bridge  at  Stewart^s  Creek  at  4  a.  m.,  I  received 
orders  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice. 
At  8  a.  m.,  by  your  order,  I  moved  seven  companies,  600  strong,  forward 
upon  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  throwing  out  an  advance  guard  and 
flankers  upon  either  side,  three  companies  being  upon  special  duty.  At 
10  a.  m.,  in  accordance  with  orders  received  from  you,  I  moved  to  the 
front  and  halted,  awaiting  your  order.  At  2  p.  m.  1  moved  my  com- 
mand to  the  river,  taking  position  upon  the  left  of  Captain  Stokes' 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Battery,  and  built  an  abatis  from  the  river  to 
ward  General  Rosecrans'  headquarters,  as  directed  by  you.  At  4  a.  m., 
December  31,  I  improved  a  ford  across  Stone's  River.  At  7  a.  m.  our 
right  wing  having  been  overpowered,  and  the  enemy's  advance  being 
within  80  rods  of  my  camp,  I  fell  in  with  my  command  and  followed 
Stokes'  battery,  as  previously  ordered  by  you.  The  battery  having 
been  ordered  into  position  on  the  ridge  between  the  pike  and  railroad, 
I  forwarded  my  command  in  line  of  battle  upon  the  left  of  Stokes'  bat- 
tery, the  enemy  having  possession  of  the  parallel  ridge  upon  the  opposite 
side  of  the  pike,  about  20  rods  distant. 

At  that  crisis  General  Rosecrans  rode  along  our  line,  and  ordered  me 
to  charge  and  take  the  knob  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  pike,  he 
sending  the  same  order  to  Captain  Stokes'  battery.  I  moved  one  wing 
upon  either  side  of  the  battery  to  the  hill  in  good  order.  Soon  after 
reaching  the  hill,  General  Rosecrans  ordered  me  to  occupy  the  skirt  of 
woods  upon  my  left.  I  moved  my  entire  command  upon  the  left  of 
the  battery,  the  Third  Battalion  of  this  brigade  relieving  my  right 
wing,  changing  position  to  the  left. 

The  enemy  continued  a  heavy  fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  musketry 
upon  us  as  we  advanced  and  they  fell  back.  After  gaining  our  new  posi- 
tion. General  Rosecrans  rode  to  our  front,  and  rallied  the  Twenty-first 
Ohio,  First  Kentucky,  and  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania,  which  had 
fallen  back  upon  our  right. 

At  12  m.  the  enemy.  General  McCown's  division,  came  down,  upon 
the  double-quick,  with  their  standards  flying,  in  splendid  order.  They 
were  allowed  to  come  within  300  yards,  when  the  musketry  of  the  entire 
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brigade  and  the  battery  opened  with  grape  and  canister  a  most  deadly 
fire,  which  he  returned  as  earnestly.  The  column  reeled  and  fell  back 
in  disorder,  their  colors  struck  down  and  barely  rescued.  Lieutenant 
Ritchie,  Company  A,  of  Third  Ohio  Detachment,  was  here  wounded 
while  encouraging  his  men.  The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  left  on 
the  field  tells  how  severe  was  his  loss.  Many  of  his  wounded  reached 
our  lines  during  the  day  and  night,  all  declaring  that  the  12  o'clock 
charge  was  an  expensive  one  for  them. 

The  enemy  again  rallied  his  forces  at  5  p.  m.,  advancing  a  brigade 
upon  my  left  flank  through  a  skirt  of  wood,  attempting  a  surprise.  My 
pickets  being  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  who  took  advantage  of  a  train 
of  ambulances  being  in  the  vicinity,  firing  upon  ambulances  and  pickets 
indiscriminately,  I  ordered  this  battalion  to  change  front  and  commence 
firing.  Lieutenant  Stevens,  of  Stokes'  battery,  opened  fire  upon  him 
simultaneously  with  grape  and  canister.  Our  new  line  fortunately  rested 
upon  the  crest  of  the  hill.  Each  volley  by  us  thinned  his  ranks.  He 
advanced,  perhaps  40  paces,  discharging  repeated  volleys  of  musketry, 
but  his  repulse  was  complete,  and  they  fell  back  to  the  wood,  1,000  yards 
in  the  rear,  cursing  their  fate.  Dozens  of  their  wounded  men,  found 
within  our  lines  of  skirmishers,  all  corroborated  each  other  in  stating 
that  a  brigade  was  repulsed  in  attempting  to  take  our  position.  He 
left  60  of  his  men  upon  the  field.  Lieutenant  Smith,  of  Company  B,  in 
charge  of  my  skirmishers,  with  his  company  captured  1  major,  1  cap- 
tain, and  30  men.  I  received  a  slight  wound  in  my  left  leg,  above  the 
ankle,  not  so  severe  as  to  require  me  to  leave  the  field.  My  command 
laid  upon  their  arms  during  the  night,  holding  the  ground  gained  early 
in  the  morning. 

Lieutenant  Froelich,  Twenty-second  Illinois,  at  daybreak  next  morn- 
ing, January  1,  while  in  charge  of  the  skirmishers  of  and  in  front  of  my 
command,  reported  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  assembling  near  to  the 
left  of  the  position  to  which  he  returned  the  previous  evening.  I  rode 
to  the  front  and  left  flank  of  my  line  of  battle.  The  fog  being  very 
dense,  the  enemy  could  not  be  seen,  but  I  could  distinctly  hear  his  com- 
mands, and  being  satisfied  that  he  was  advancing  on  my  left,  and  there 
being  no  support  between  my  left  and  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  I  in- 
formed you  of  my  information  and  position.  Receiving  orders  from 
you,  I  immediately  changed  front,  my  left  resting  upon  the  Murfrees- 
bororough  pike.  Captain  Stokes  moved  his  battery  promptly  upon  my 
right.  The  sun  had  just  risen,  but  the  fog  had  not  yet  cleared.  We 
took  our  position  without  accident.  The  enemy  advanced  within  500 
yards  and  opened  fire,  as  he  supposed,  upon  our  flank.  A  few  mo- 
ments' return  fire  convinced  him  that  we  were  not  unaware  of  his  move- 
ments. In  half  an  hour  he  fell  back  behind  his  intrenchment,  remain- 
ing there  during  the  day. 

No  demonstration  was  made  upon  our  front  during  the  day.  At  10 
p.  m.  Colonel  Buell  relieved  my  command,  and  I  moved,  by  your  orders, 
1  mile  to  the  left  and  rear,  having  held  the  one  position  upon  the  front 
thirty-six  hours  without  relief. 

At  sunrise,  January  2,  the  enemy  charged  upon  our  left  center,  cap- 
turing a  section  of  a  battery  one-half  mile  in  our  immediate  front,  and 
were  forcing  our  position.  I  moved  my  command,  as  ordered  by  you, 
to  the  left  and  front,  my  right  resting  on  the  Third  Battalion  of  this 
brigade,  and  my  left  upon  an  open  field  near  the  river ;  remained  an 
hour  in  line  of  battle )  was  then  ordered  to  take  a  position  at  the  bend 
of  the  river,  40  rods  farther  down ;  remained  in  position  until  3  p.  m., 
when,  by  your  orders,  I  moved  forward  in  good  order  to  the  support  of 
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Stokes'  battery  in  the  charge  upon  the  hill,  above  the  bend  of  the  river, 
recently  held  bj^  our  left  wing. 

Lieut.  E.  S.  Dodd,  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  was  wounded  in  the  leg 
with  a  6- pounder  ball  while  the  battalion  was  taking  its  position.  By 
your  order,  I  moved  forward  in  double-quick,  forded  the  river,  and 
charged  up  the  hill ;  formed  line  of  battle  over  the  crest  of  the  hill,  my 
left  wing  occupying  an  oak  ridge,  as  indicated  by  you.  I  remained  in 
position  an  hour,  until  the  several  regiments  that  had  done  such  gallant 
service  rallied  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  again. 

By  your  order  I  changed  position,  my  right  resting  upon  the  river, 
my  left  occupying  a  front  of  woods,  and  supported  by  Stokes'  battery. 
Remained  in  position  until  12  p.  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  across 
the  river. 

January  3,  by  your  order,  this  battalion  commenced  building  a  mili- 
tary bridge  at  the  lower  bend  of  Stone's  Eiver,  which,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you,  is  now  completed  and  in  use. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  mention  with  the  highest  regard  and  praise 
the  officers  and  men  of  this  battalion,  who  all  did  their  duty  so  promptly 
and  nobly  during  the  past  terrible  week.  To  Lieut.  George  Turner, 
adjutant,  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  repeated  and  timely  assist- 
ance. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  this  battalion.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LYMAN  BRIDGES, 
Captain,  Commanding, 

Capt.  James  St.  Clair  Morton, 

Chief  Ungineer,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps j  Comdg,  Piotieer  Brig, 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Capt  Calvin  Hood,  commanding  Second  Battalion, 

Hdqrs.  Right  Battalion,  Pioneer  BsiaABE, 

Camp  in  the  Field,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  in  the  late  battle  by  my  battalion : 

On  the  morning  of  December  31  we  were  ordered  to  improve  a  ford 
of  Stone's  River  near  camp.  Soon  after  commencing  work,  we  were  fired 
upon  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  retired,  as  we  were  ordered  not  to 
remain  under  fire. 

At  9  a.  m.  we  marched,  and  formed  line  of  battle  with  the  brigade 
between  the  railroad  and  pike,  near  the  cedar  woods.  In  front  of  us 
was  hard  fighting,  when  the  enemy  finally  gave  way,  and  our  troops  ad- 
vanced to  the  field  beyond  the  cedars.  We  moved  forward  in  line  with 
the  brigade,  my  battalion  on  the  right,  and  took  position  about  midway 
of  the  woods,  and  about  100  rods  from  the  field.  The  troops  in  front  of 
us  there  gave  way,  and  regiment  after  regiment  came  through  our  lines 
entirely  broken  up.  We  here  received  orders  from  Captain  Morton  to 
fix  bayonets  and  allow  no  stragglers  to  pass  our  lines,  and  to  hold  fire 
and  give  the  enemy  the  cold  steel.  The  retreating  troops  passed  on  our 
right,  except  the  Seventy-ninth  Indiana,  whose  commander  rallied  them 
on  my  right  and  rear.    The  Eleventh  and  Fourteenth  Texas  came  on  at 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement  p.  214. 
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a  charge,  and  tried  to  flank  our  right,  when  my  battalion  changed 
positions  by  the  right  flank  and  fronted  toward  them.  General  Van 
Cleve  here  rode  up  from  my  right,  and  asked  what  troops  we  were,  and 
said  we  must  fall  back.  I  here  learned  that  a  small  part  of  his  com- 
mand was  on  my  right  and  near  the  pike.  I  replied  that  I  was  ordered 
to  hold  this  position  at  all  hazards.  I  then  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down 
and  wait  until  the  enemy  were  well  upon  us.  They  then  rose,  gave  them 
a  volley,  and  charged  with  the  Seventy-ninth  Indiana,  and  drove  them 
from  the  woods. 

Our  loss  here  was  4  killed,  including  my  orderly,  Bennett  Smith, 
Eleventh  Michigan,  who  was  shot  from  his  horse  beside  me,  and  several 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Sherman,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  was  wounded  in 
the  arm,  slightly,  but  did  not  leave  the  field.  We  remained  under  arms 
all  night,  with  one  company  under  Lieutenant  Sands,  Thirty-sixth  Illi- 
nois, as  advance  picket,  and  brought  from  the  field  in  front  some  25 
wounded  men  of  our  own  and  the  enemy's. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  January  1,  we  changed  position  with  the  bri- 
gade to  the  front  and  center  of  our  lines  and  on  the  brow  of  the  hill. 
Here  we  remained  all  day  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  with 
continual  fighting  with  their  skirmishers,  our  skirmishers  being  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Sands.  Late  in  the  evening  we  were  relieved 
by  the  Thirty-third  Ohio,  and  retired  beyond  the  brow  of  the  hill  and 
bivouacked.  I  then  gave  the  immediate  command  to  Lieutenant  Hart- 
sough,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  as  I  had  become  so 
hoarse  that  I  could  not  speak  aloud.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2d, 
while  a  part  of  my  command  were  at  fatigue  duty,  the  enemy  com- 
menced firing  solid  shot  from  the  center  at  the  battery  in  front  of  us  and 
on  the  hill,  but,  shooting  too  high,  their  shot  struck  in  front  of  us  and 
ricochetted,  and  made  bad  work  with  us.  Our  men  formed  and  marched 
forward  to  the  support  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Battery,  with 
shot  falling  among  them  thick  and  fast,  and,  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained, 3  were  killed  and  several  wounded.  Lieutenant  Hartsough 
here  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  the  command  fell  upon  Lieu- 
tenant Moore,  Sixth  Indiana,  acting  major,  who  commanded  them  gal- 
lantly. Firing  soon  ceased,  and  we  remained  upon  the  ground  until 
late  in  the  afternoon,  when,  as  the  enemy  charged  across  the  river  upon 
General  l^egley's  division,  we  were  ordered  to  his  support,  and  my 
command  charged  across  the  river  under  Lieutenant  Moore.  My  com- 
mand was  ordered  back,  and,  under  the  direction  of  General  Thomas, 
worked  all  night  in  the  rain  on  the  rifle-pits  in  front,  and  without 
rations. 

With  few  exceptions,  oflScers  and  men  behaved  gallantly,  and  on  the 
31st  behaved  like  veterans ;  and,  taking  into  consideration  that  they  are 
formed  of  detachments  from  forty  diflerent  regiments,  and  have  never 
drilled  together  in  either  company  or  battalion  drills,  moved  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy  splendidly. 

I  would  especially  mention  Lieutenant  Moore,  Sixth  Indiana,  acting 
major;  Lieutenant  Baker,  Thirty-ninth  Indiana,  acting  adjutant,  and 
Lieutenant  Sands,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  who  rendered  me  valuable  as- 
sistance throughout. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CALVm  HOOD, 
Captain^  Commanding  Bight  Battalion, 

Capt.  James  St.  Olaib  Morton, 

Commanding  Pioneer  Brigade, 
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No.  13. 

Report  of  Capt.  Robert  Clements,  commanding  Third  Battalion, 

Hdqrs.  Center  Battalion,  Pioneer  Brigade, 

N'ear  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  5,  1863 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  December  30, 1862,  my  battalion  was  ordered 
by  Capt.  J.  St.  C.  Morton  to  report  to  General  Eosecrans.  By  4  a.  m. 
I  reported  my  command  to  the  front  ready  for  duty,  when  I  received 
orders  from  the  commanding  general  to  report  to  General  Thomas,  who 
ordered  me  to  cut  and  clear  several  roads  through  the  thick  woods  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  and  in  front.  We  worked  all  day  under  the  fire 
of  the  enemy^s  guns,  and  by  5  p.  m.  cleared  several  roads  for  the  pas- 
sage of  artillery  and  infantry.  At  6  p.  m.  I  was  relieved,  and  reported 
my  battalion  in  camp  some  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  rear,  on  the 
left  of  the  Murfreesborough  and  Nashville  pike. 

December  31,  1862,  Company  F,  under  charge  of  Acting  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lingeman,  reported  to  General  Negley  to  finish  the  previous 
day's  work.  Acting  Major  Stewart,  with  Companies  A,  D,  I,  and  E, 
was  ordered  to  the  front  of  General  Crittenden's  corps,  to  cut  the  east 
bank,  a  portion  of  it  on  Stone's  River,  passable  for  troops.  Reaching 
the  river,  they  found  it  in  possession  of  the  rebels.  Leaving  a  reserve 
of  two  companies  on  this  side,  in  charge  of  Capt.  A.  K.  Robinson,  Major 
Stewart  crossed  with  the  balance  of  his  men,  and  drove  the  enemy  from 
the  ground,  and  commenced  work.  At  8  a.  m.  heavy  firing  was  heard 
on  our  right  and  in  front  of  General  Negley 's  division.  Immediately 
the  left  wing  of  our  battalion  was  ordered  to  form  line,  and  soon  we  were 
on  the  march  toward  the  direction  of  the  firing,  that  was  becoming  more 
terrific  as  we  advanced.  In  the  mean  time  Major  Stewart  was  relieved 
by  a  portion  of  the  Eleventh  Brigade,  General  Van  Cleve's  division,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  Company  F,  our  battalion  moved  forward  under 
a  fire  from  the  enemy's  cannon,  and  supported  Cai)tain  Stokes'  Chicago 
battery,  that  opened,  from  the  top  of  a  slight  elevation  on  the  left  of 
the  pike,  a  terrific  shower  of  grape  into  the  enemy's  ranks,  who  were 
at  that  moment  driving  our  front  line  from  the  woods,  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  by  heavy  volleys  of  musketry.  Soon  the  enemy  were  forced 
back,  our  troops  advancing  with  the  battery  into  an  open  field  some  300 
yards. 

By  this  time  the  rebels  had  renewed  their  fire,  and  were  driving  our 
advanced  line,  that  had  moved  forward  into  a  thick  wood,  panic-striclf  en, 
back  upon  my  men,  who  were  ordered  by  Captain  Morton  to  fix  bayo- 
nets and  charge  upon  the  first  man  attempting  to  pass  the  line.  The 
order  was  promptly  enforced,  and  soon  hundreds  of  confused  stragglers 
were  formed  into  line  on  our  right,  and,  with  the  shower  of  shell  and 
grape  from  our  battery,  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from  the  field. 
During  the  day  my  battalion  was  kept  on  the  front,  and  at  night  threw 
forward  Company  H,  as  advanced  pickets  and  skirmishers,  some  400 
yards. 

The  night  being  very  cold,  and  no  fires  allowed,  the  men  suffered  much 
from  the  want  of  blankets,  as  well  as  from  the  scarcity  of  rations,  many 
of  them  having  had  nothing  to  eat  since  the  previous  night. 

At  6  a.  m.,  January  1,  I  was  ordered  to  change  my  line  and  support 
our  battery,  expecting  an  attack  from  the  southeast,  as  it  could  be  seen 
the  enemy  were  advancing  from  the  wood  in  that  direction.    My  line 


250  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.      [Cha?.  XXXIt 

was  formed,  and  opened  fire,  together  with  the  battery,  that  checked 
the  enemy^s  advance,  and  heavy  skirmishing  was  kept  up  during  the 
entire  day.  Benjamin  L.  Wagner,  of  Company  O,  wounded,  was  the 
only  injury  sustained  by  my  men. 

At  9' p.  m.  my  battalion  was  relieved  and  encamped,  after  thirty-six 
hours'  duty  on  the  front,  one-half  mile  toward  the  rear  and  on  the  left 
of  the  pike. 

At  7  a.  m.,  January  2,  the  enemy  commenced  shelling  our  camp,  hav- 
ing the  night  previous  planted  a  battery  in  direct  range  of  our  camp 
fires.  1  soon  deployed  my  men  from  column  into  line,  and  moved  for- 
ward with  the  battery  to  a  slight  rise  of  ground,  and  ordered  my  bat- 
talion to  lie  down,  so  as  to  protect  my  line  from  the  shot  and  shell  that 
flew  over  us  without  doing  much  damage.  Before  I  could  get  my  bat- 
talion deployed,  however,  Sergt.  John  F.  Burke,  Twentieth  Kentucky 
Volunteers,  Corpl.  Peter  Wagoner,  One  hundredth  Illinois,  and  William 
Trimble,  Third  Kentucky  Volunteers,  were  killed,  and  Samuel  S.  M. 
Blankenship,  Ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers,  John  Desch,  Eighty-fourth 
Illinois  Volunteers,  John  0.  Pelser,  and  Sergt.  William  Mason,  Sixth 
Kentucky  Volunteers,  were  wounded. 

The  enemy's  guns  being  silenced,  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  men  by 
columns  doubled  in  the  center  toward  the  rear,  and  remained  under 
cover  of  wood  near  the  river  till  2.30  p.  m.,  when  a  sudden  attack  by 
the  enemy  was  made  on  General  Van  Oleve's  front.  We  were  marched 
forward  to  the  support  of  our  battery.  Reaching  the  top  of  a  small 
bluff,  I  was  ordered  to  halt  my  battalion.  Orders  were  soon  given, 
however,  to  advance,  and  we  moved  forward  on  a  double-quick  to  the 
support  of  our  front,  who  were  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  this  side  of  the 
river  under  cover  of  our  artillery,  that  was  soon  brought  into  position, 
and  played  with  great  execution  upon  the  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  repulsed  by  a  heavy  cross-tire  from  our  guns.  I  was 
then  ordered  by  General  Negley  to  cross  the  river,  and  formed  line  just 
at  dark  on  the  ground  occupied  in  the  morning  by  the  rebel  skirmishers. 
In  this  position  my  men  lay  until  9  p.  m.,  suffering  much  from  wet  feet 
and  a  rain,  when  we  were  ordered  back  and  went  into  camp. 

January  3,  an  order  came  detailing  200  men  for  duty.  The  men, 
under  charge  of  Lieut.  Benjamin  P.  West,  reported  to  the  front,  and 
threw  up  rifle-pits  until  8  p.  m.,  when  relieved. 

January  4,  after  spending  a  cold  and  rainy  night  without  tents  and 
[on]  half  rations,  I  moved  my  battalion  to  the  east  300  yards  from  camp, 
and  on  a  bluff  near  Stone's  River,  where  I  was  ordered  to  throw  up  a 
heavy  breastwork.  While  clearing  the  rubbish  from  an  old  building, 
Amos  Hoak,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  was  killed  by  the  falling  of 
a  heavy  tiniber. 

At  4  p.  m.  I  was  relieved  and  ordered  to  report,  January  5,  to  General 
Thomas,  at  Murfreesborough,  the  enemy  having  evacuated  the  town. 

I  need  not  add  that,  notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
to  which  my  men  were  exposed  during  the  whole  engagement,  having 
no  tents,  few  blankets,  and  without  half  rations,  they  went  forward  to 
the  prompt  execution  of  every  order  and  command  with  a  cheerfulness 
and  bravery  commendable  only  to  a  prompt  and  efScient  soldier. 
Respectfully, 

R.  CLEMENTS, 
Captain^  Commanding. 
Capt.  James  St.  Clair  Morton, 

Commanding  Pioneer  Brigade. 
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No.  14. 

Report  of  Capt  James  H.  StoJceSj  Stokes*  Illinois  Battery, 

Stokes^  Battery,  in  Camp  near  Murfreesborough, 

Jamiary  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  battery  under  ray  command 
was  called  into  action  Wednesday  morning,  31st  ultimo,  about  8  a.  m., 
and  at  a  time  when  the  left  of  our  right  army  corps,  completely  demor- 
alized, was  under  full  retreat.  The  battery,  by  a  terrific  fire  of  canister, 
drove  back  the  enemy,  the  infantry  rallying  under  its  fire.  The  battery 
then  moved  still  farther  to  the  front,  and  took  a  position  commanding 
the  approaches  where  our  right  had  been  dispersed.  Under  a  fire,  it  is 
said,  of  three  rebel  batteries,  well  served,  it  held  this  key  to  our  front 
during  the  entire  day.  About  4  p.  m.  a  rebel  brigade  formed  under 
cover  of  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  battery,  and  wiis  only  known  by 
a  foolish  discharge  of  musketry  on  one  of  our  ambulances,  picking  up 
their  wounded  as  well  as  ours.  The  battery,  being  charged  with  can- 
ister, opened  upon  this  brigade,  and,  it  is  said  by  one  of  the  wounded, 
entirely  annihilated  it.  The  killed  and  wounded  prove  the  accuracy  of 
the  fire.  This  position  was  held  through  the  night,  until  next  evening. 
About  10  p.  m.  it  was  ordered  to  the  rear  to  rest,  having  been  thirty-six 
hours  to  the  front.  In  this  engagement  the  battery,  with  a  strength  of 
98,  all  told,  lost  3  privates  killed ;  1  officer,  3  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  5  privates  wounded,  being  12  killed  and  wounded,  or  about  one- 
eighth. 

On  Friday,  the  2d  instant,  the  battery  was  again  called  into  action, 
about  4  p.  m.,  by  the  retreat  and  threatened  destruction  of  our  left. 
The  battery,  under  the  direction  of  the  commanding  general,  moved  to 
the  front  through  the  retreating  infantry  and  artillery,  and  did  not  halt 
to  go  into  battery  until  it  had  moved  far  beyond  the  front.  The  infantry 
again  rallied  under  its  fire.  The  battery  opened  a  destructive  fire  of 
shell  on  the  rebel  battery,  so  destructive  to  our  troops,  completely  silenc- 
ing and  destroying  it,  so  that  several  of  its  pieces  were  captured  by  our 
advancing  infantry.  The  battery  that  night  occupied  the  ground  of 
this  rebel  batters . 

The  commanding  general,  who  witnessed  the  bearing  of  this  gallant 
little  band,  will  do  justice  to  its  discipline  and  bravery.  All  were 
brave ;  all  nobly  did  their  duty  to  their  country. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  STOKES, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery, 

Captain  Morton, 

Commanding  Pioneer  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


No.  15. 


Reports  of  Maj,  Oen,  Alexander  McD.  McCook,  U,  8.  Army,  commanding 

Bight  Wing. 

Headquarters  Right  Wing, 
One  mile  in  advance  of  Nolensville,  December  27,  1862. 

Colonel  :  I  am  here  with  my  wing  in  camp.  There  is  very  strong 
ground  in  front  of  my  main  camp.  I  have  all  the  crests  heavily  de- 
fended.   The  enemy  resisted  my  advance  all  day  with  cavalry  and  artil- 
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lery.  My  casualties  are  very  few.  The  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio 
charged  one  battery,  and  captured  one  gun  and  caisson,  with  teams. 
The  men  in  glorious  spirits,  and  only  want  a  chance.  Negley  is  here 
with  his  division.  General  Thomas  sent  a  courier  here ;  states  that  he 
is  somewhere  on  the  Wilson  pike.  Hardee  had  a  dance  given  him  at 
Triune  last  night. 

A.  McD.  McCOOK, 

Major- General. 
Colonel  Garesoh^. 

Headquarters  Right  Wing, 

December  27,  1862. 

Colonel  :  The  fog  is  so  thick  in  these  hills  that  I  cannot  see  300 
yards  in  ray  front.  I  have  ordered  a  halt  until  the  fog  rises.  The  en- 
emy have  resisted  our  advance  for  3  miles  this  morning,  and  have  a 
battery  posted  on  the  hill  in  front  to  enfilade  the  road.  One  brigade  of 
the  enemy  in  Triune  j  the  other  troops  scattered  on  the  Shelbvville  road. 

A.  McD.  McOdOK, 

Major- General. 
Colonel  Gauesch:^. 

P.  S. — The  firing  you  hear  is  the  enemy's  battery.  I  will  apprise  you 
when  I  move  forward.     Can  do  nothing  intelligently  now. 

Headquarters, 
Ifear  Triune,  December  27,  1862 — 3  p.  m. 

General  :  The  enemy,  under  Hardee,  escaped  me  this  morning  in  the 
fog ;  at  times  I  could  not  see  more  than  50  yards.  I  had  reliable  infor- 
mation that  Hardee  was  here  in  person,  and  that  his  army  lay  in  line  of 
battle  last  night.  I  have  yet  to  pursue  them  6  miles  before  I  Can  well 
determine  whether  they  have  retreated  toward  Murfreesborough  or 
Shelbyville.  Every  prisoner  I  have  taken  has  contradictory  statements 
as  to  their  destination.  1  will  know  to-night. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Mod.  Mccook, 

Major- General. 
M^jor-General  Thomas, 

Commanding  Center. 

Hdqrs.  Right  Wino,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Triune,  December  27,  1862 — 3  p.  m. 
Colonel  :  Hardee  escaped  me  during  the  fog  to-day.  Some  reports 
say  he  left  last  night  j  others,  to-day.  Our  prisoners  tell  contradictory 
stories  about  them.  They  had  two  divisions  here.  I  am  pursuing  with 
one  division,  and  Stanley  has  started  with  his  cavalry  in  pursuit.  I 
will  know  and  promptly  inform  you  what  road  they  have  taken.  It 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  pursue  6  miles  on  the  Shelbyville  road  to 
determine  upon  what  road  they  have  marched.  From  College  Grove 
there  is  a  dirt  road  running  4  miles  and  intersecting  the  Salem  pike. 
My  cavalry  are  all  raw,  but  have  done  well  to-day. 

General  Rousseau's  division  did  not  get  up  until  12  m.  to-day.  The 
weather  horrid.     Captain  Long  will  explain  the  country  to  you. 

A.  McD.  McCOOK, 

Major- General. 
Colonel  Garesch^,  Chief  of  Staff. 
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Hdqrs.  Right  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  Camp,  Two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,^ 

January  8,  1863. 

Major:  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  orders  from  the  general  com- 
manding, received  at  my  camp,  on  Mill  Creek,  5  miles  south  of  Nash- 
ville, at  4.30  a.  m.,  on  the  morning  of  December  26, 1862, 1  put  the  right 
wing  of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  in  motion  toward  Nolensville,  Tenn. 
The  First  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis  commanding,  marched 
at  6  a.  m.  upon  the  Edmondson  pike,  with  orders  to  move  upon  that 
road  to  Prim's  blacksmith-shoi),  from  whence  it  was  to  march  direct  by 
a  country  road  to  Nolensville. 

The  Third  Division,  Brig.  Gen.  Philip  H.  Sheridan  commanding,  also 
marched  at  6  a.  m.,  and  upon  the  direct  road  to  Nolensville.  The  Sec- 
ond Division,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Johnson  commanding  (the  reserve  of 
the  right  wing),  followed  the  Third  Division  upon  the  direct  road. 

The  advance  guards  of  Generals  Davis'  and  Sheridan's  columns  en- 
countered the  enemy's  cavalry  about  2  miles  beyond  our  picket  line. 
There  was  continuous  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  until  the  heads  of 
these  columns  reached  Nolensville. 

About  1  mile  beyond  the  town  the  enemy  made  a  determined  stand, 
in  a  defile  and  upon  a  range  of  hills  that  cross  the  turnpike  at  this  point, 
lining  the  slopes  with  skirmishers  and  placing  a  six-gun  battery  on  a 
commanding  position,  endeavoring  to  repel  our  advance.  He  was  at- 
tacked in  front  and  his  position  handsomely  turned  by  General  Carlin's 
brigade,  of  Davis'  division,  capturing  one  piece  of  his  artillery  and  sev- 
eral prisoners.  After  taking  possession  of  the  defile  and  hills,  the  com- 
mand was  encamped. 

On  the  night  of  this  day,  I  was  visited  by  the  general  commanding, 
who  gave  me  verbal  orders  to  move  forward  in  the  morning  to  Triune, 
7  miles  distant,  and  attack  Hardee's  corps,  supposed  to  be  quartered 
at  that  place.  At  this  camp  I  was  joined  by  Brig.  Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley, 
chief  of  cavalry,  with  the  First  and  Second  Tennessee  Eegiments,  and 
the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Preparations  were  made  to  move  forward  at  daylight,  the  cavalry 
under  General  Stanley  in  the  advance,  followed  by  the  Second  Divis- 
ion, under  General  Johnson.  It  having  rained  all  the  day  previous 
and  the  entire  night,  there  was  a  dense  fog,  which  prevented  us  from 
seeing  150  yards  in  any  direction.  The  column  having  moved  about 
2  miles  to  the  front,  they  again  encountered  the  enemy,  consisting  of 
cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery.  The  fog  at  this  time  being  so  thick 
that  friend  could  not  be  distinguished  from  foe,  and  our  cavalry  having 
been  fired  upon  by  our  infantry  skirmishers,  on  the  flanks,  the  enemy 
being  conversant  with  the  ground,  my  troops  strangers  to  it,  and  from 
prisoners  captured  having  learned  that  Hardee's  corps  had  been  in  line 
of  battle  since  the  night  before,  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  advance 
until  the  fug  lifted,  and  I  ordered  the  command  to  halt  until  the  work 
could  be  done  understandingly. 

The  fog  having  lifted  at  1  p.  m.,  an  advance  was  immediately  ordered, 
driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  before  us. 

On  nearing  Triune,  we  found  that  the  main  portion  of  their  forces  had 
retired,  leaving  a  battery  of  six  pieces,  supported  by  cavalry,  to  contest 
the  crossing  of  Nelson's  Creek,  which  has  steep  and  bluff  banks.  The 
enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridge,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  artillery 
could  be  crossed.  On  the  approach  of  our  skirmishers,  the  battery,  with 
the  cavalry,  took  flight  down  the  Eagleville  road.    It  now  being  nearly 


254  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     IChap   XXXII. 

dark,  and  a  severe  and  driving  raiL -storm  blowing,  they  were  pursued 
no  farther. 

Johnson^s  division  crossed  and  encamped  beyond  Nelson's  Creek,  re- 
pairing the  destroyed  bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  instant  I  ordered  out  a  strong  reconnais- 
sance, under  Brigadier  General  Willich,  to  learn  whether  the  enemy  had 
retired  to  Suelby  ville  or  Murfreesborough.  Pursuing  7  miles  down  the 
Shelbyville  road,  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  turned  to  the  left, 
having  taken  a  dirt  road  which  led  into  the  Salem  pike,  thence  to  Mur- 
freesborough. 

Leaving  the  Third  Brigade  of  Johnson's  division  at  Triune,  I  marched, 
on  the  29th,  with  my  command  on  the  Bole  Jack  road  toward  Murfrees- 
borough. The  road  being  a  very  bad  one,  the  command  did  not  reach 
Wilkinson's  Cross-Eoads  (5  miles  from  Murfreesborough)  until  late  in 
the  evening. 

My  command  was  encamped  in  line  of  battle;  Sheridan's  division 
on  the  left  of  Wilkinson's  pike;  Davis'  division  on  right  of  same  road; 
Woodruff's  brigade  guarding  the  bridge  over  Overall's  Creek;  the  two 
brigades  of  Johnson's  division  watching  the  right. 

On  that  evening,  believing  that  the  enemy  intended  giving  our  army 
battle  at  or  near  Murfreesborough,  I  ordered  the  brigade  left  at  Triune 
to  join  the  command  without  delay,  which  it  did  on  the  30th. 

At  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Kosecrans  to  report  in  person  at  his  headquarters,  on  the  Mur- 
freesborough pike,  and  arrived  there  at  3.30  a.  m.  I  received  my  in- 
structions, which  were  that  the  left  of  my  line  should  rest  on  the  right 
of  General  Negley's  division,  and  my  right  was  to  be  thrown  forward 
until  it  became  parallel,  or  nearly  so,  with  Stone's  Eiver,  the  extreme 
right  to  rest  on  or  near  the  Franklin  road. 

My  entire  command  advanced  at  9.30  a.  m.,  Sheridan's  division  mov- 
ing down  the  Wilkinson  turnpike  until  its  advance  encountered  the 
enemy's  pickets.  The  line  of  battle  was  then  formed,  the  left  of  Sher- 
idan's division  resting  upon  the  Wilkinson  pike  and  immediately  upon 
General  Negley's  right;  the  remainder  of  Sheridan's  division  was  de- 
ployed to  the  right,  the  line  running  in  a  southeasterly  direction. 
Davis'  division,  which  had  already  been  deployed,  moved  up,  his  left 
resting  upon  Sheridan's  right,  Johnson's  division  being  held  in  reserve. 
Our  front  was  covered  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  who  soon  be- 
came sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  skirmishers. 
The  line  moved  forward  but  slowly,  as  the  enemy  contested  stubbornly 
every  inch  of  ground  gained  by  us.  The  ground  was  very  favorable  to 
them ;  they  were  under  cover  of  a  heavy  wood  and  cedar  thicket. 

At  12  m.  on  the  30th  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Harding  came  within  our 
lines.  From  that  point  I  ascertained  where  the  enemy's  line  of  battle 
was,  our  skirmishers  being  then  about  500  yards  from  it.  The  right, 
under  General  Davis,  moved  handsomely,  but  slowly,  into  position,  as  the 
ground  over  which  he  had  to  march  was  hotly  contested  by  the  enemy's 
skirmishers. 

At  1  p.  m.  word  was  sent  to  General  D.  S.  Stanley,  chief  of  cavalry, 
that  Colonel  Zahm,  commanding  three  regiments  of  cavalry  on  my  right 
flank,  was  hard  pressed  by  a  superior  force.  I  ordered  one  brigade  of  my 
reserve  division  to  report  to  General  Stanle;^ ,  who  conducted  it  to  the 
Franklin  road.  On  his  approach  the  enemy,  pressing  Colonel  Zahm, 
retired,  and  the  brigade  was  ordered  back  to  its  former  position. 

At  2  p.  m.  a  citizen  living  on  the  Franklin  road,  and  about  one-half 
mile  in  front  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  was  sent  me  under  guard  bv 
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General  Stanley.    He  reported  as  follows : 

I  was  np  to  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  twice  yesterday  and  once  this  morning,  to 
get  some  stock,  taken  from  me.  The  enemy's  troops  are  posted  in  the  following 
manner :  The  right  of  Cheatham's  division  rests  on  the  Wilkinson  pike ;  Withers  is  on 
Cheatham's  left,  with  his  left  resting  on  the  Franklin  road ;  Hardee's  corps  is  entirely 
beyond  that  road,  and  his  left  extending  toward  the  Salem  pike. 

This  man  was  sent  immediately  to  the  general  commanding,  and 
subsequently  returned  to  me,  with  the  report  that  his  information  had 
been  received.  I  also  sent  a  report  to  the  general  commanding  by  my 
aide  de-camp,  Capt.  Horace  N.  Fisher,  that  the  right  of  my  line  rested 
directly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  center.  This  made  me  anxious  for  my 
right.  All  my  division  commanders  were  immediately  informed  of  this 
fact,  and  two  brigades  of  the  reserve  division,  commanded,  respectively, 
by  Generals  Willi ch  and  Kirk,  two  of  the  best  and  most  experienced 
brigadiers  in  the  army,  were  ordered  to  the  right  of  my  line,  to  protect 
the  right  flank  and  guard  against  surprise  there. 

At  6  p.  m.  I  received  an  order  from  the  general  commanding  to  have 
large  and  extended  camp-fires  made  on  my  right,  to  deceive  the  enemy, 
making  them  believe  that  we  were  massing  troops  there.  This  order 
was  communicated  to  General  Stanley,  commanding  cavalry,  and  car- 
ried into  execution  by  Maj.  E.  H.  Kodine,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  engineer 
officer  of  my  staff. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th,  the  order  of  battle  was  nearly  parallel 
with  that  of  the  enemy,  my  right  slightly  refused,  and  my  line  of  battle 
in  two  lines.  Two  brigades  of  the  reserve  re-enforced  the  right  of  the 
line,  and  the  Third  Brigade,  of  the  reserve,  was  posted  in  column  about 
800  yards  in  rear  of  the  right. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th,  Sheridan's  left  rested  on  the  Wilkinson 
road,  on  the  right  of  Negley's  division,  and  the  line  then  ran  in  a  south- 
easterly direction  through  an  open  wood ;  thence  in  front  of  and  partly 
through  a  cedar  thicket,  until  General  Davis'  right  rested  near  the 
Franklin  road.  Kirk's  brigade  was  on  Davis'  right,  Willich's  brigade 
placed  on  a  line  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  main  line,  forming  a  crotchet 
to  the  rear,  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  my  right  being  turned  by  any- 
thing like  an  equal  force.  My  line  was  a  strong  one,  open  ground  in 
front  for  a  short  distance. 

My  instructions  for  the  following  day  were  received  at  about  6.30  p. 
m.  on  the  30th,  which  were  as  follows : 

Take  a  strong  position ;  if  the  enemy  attacks  you,  fall  back  slowly,  refusing  your 
right,  contesting  the  ground  inch  by  inch.  If  the  enemy  does  not  attack  you,  you 
will  attack  him,  not  vigorously,  but  warmly ;  the  time  of  attack  by  you  (General  Mc- 
Cook)  to  be  designated  by  the  general  commanding. 

I  was  also  informed  that  Crittenden's  corps  would  move  simulta- 
neously with  my  attack  into  Murfreesborough.  Written  instructions 
were  sent  by  me  to  each  division  commander  on  the  night  of  the  30th, 
explaining  to  each  what  would  be  required  of  them  on  the  31st. 

At  about  6.30  a.  m.,  on  the  31st,  a  determined  and  heavy  attack  was 
made  upon  Kirk's  and  Willich's  brigades,  on  the  extreme  right.  They 
were  attacked  by  such  an  overwhelming  force  that  they  were  compelled 
to  fall  back.  General  Kirk  being  seriously  wounded  at  the  first  fire 
upon  his  main  line.  General  Willich  having  his  horse  killed  early  in 
the  action,  and  he  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  two  brigades 
were  deprived  of  their  immediate  commanders,  and  gave  way  in  con- 
fusion. Colonel  Post's  brigade,  on  the  right  of  Davis'  division,  and, 
in  fact,  my  entire  line  to  Sheridan's  left,  was  almost  simultaneously 
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attacked  by  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy.  The  attack  in  front  of  Davis 
and  Sheridan  was  repulsed  several  times,  and  had  not  the  heavy  turn- 
ing columns  of  the  enemy  on  my  right  succeeded  so  well,  my  line  could 
have  been  maintained,  and  the  enemy  driven  back  to  his  barricades, 
which  extended  from  the  Wilkinson  pike,  with  but  a  short  interval, 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin  road.  General  Sheridan^s 
division  was  ably  maneuvered  by  him,  under  my  own  eye.  As  soon  as 
it  became  evident  that  my  lines  would  be  compelled  to  give  way,  orders 
were  given  to  reform  my  line  in  the  first  skirt  of  timber  in  rear  of  ray 
first  position.  The  enemy  advancing  so  rapidly  upon  my  right,!  found 
this  impossible,  and  changed  the  point  of  reforming  my  line  to  the  high 
ground  in  rear  of  the  Wilkinson  pike.  Moving  to  the  left  of  my  line, 
and  in  rear  of  Sheridan's  division,  I  here  met  General  Rousseau  in  a 
cedar  wood,  posting  his  division  to  repel  the  attack.  I  then  ordered 
my  line  to  fall  still  farther  back,  and  form  on  the  right  of  Rousseau. 
I  gave  General  Johnson  orders,  in  person,  to  form  his  division  in  rear  of 
Rousseau.  Rousseau's  division  having  been  withdrawn  to  the  open 
ground  in  rear  of  the  cedar  woods,  the  last  position  became  untenable, 
and  my  troops  were  retired  to  the  Nashville  pike,  where  my  wing,  ex- 
cept Schaefer's  brigade,  of  Sheridan's  division,  was  reassembled  and 
replenished  with  ammunition.  On  arrival  at  the  pike,  I  found  Colonel 
Barker's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division,  retiring  before  a  heavy  force  of 
the  enemy.  I  immediately  ordered  Roberts'  brigade,  of  Sheridan's 
division,  to  advance  into  a  cedar  wood,  and  charge  the  enemy  and  drive 
him  back.  Although  this  brigade  was  much  reduced  in  numbers,  and 
having  but  two  rounds  of  cartridges,  it  advanced  to  the  charge,  under 
the  gallant  Colonel  Bradley,  driving  the  enemy  back  with  the  bayonet, 
capturing  two  guns  and  40  prisoners,  and  securing  our  communication 
on  the  Murfreesborough  pike  at  this  point.  This  brigade  is  composed 
of  the  Twenty-second,  Twenty-seventh,  Forty-second,  and  Fifty-first 
Illinois  Volunteers.  The  Twenty-seventh  particularly  distinguished 
itself. 

About  11  a.  m..  Col.  Moses  B.  Walker's  brigade  arrived  upon  the  field, 
and  reported  to  me  for  duty.  They  were  assigned  to  General  Sheridan's 
command,  to  whose  report  I  refer  for  the  good  conduct  of  his  brigade. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  31st,  the  right  wing  assumed  a  strong  position, 
its  left,  composed  of  Walker's  brigade,  resting  near  a  commanding 
knoll,  its  line  running  nearly  northwest  along  the  slope  of  a  ridge,  cov- 
ered with  cedar  growth,  the  right  resting  upon  the  Murfreesborough 
pike.  On  the  slope  strong  barricades  were  erected,  which  could  well 
have  been  defended  by  single  lines.  The  second  line  and  Gibson's  bri- 
gade (late  Willich's)  was  used  as  a  reserve.  The  right  wing,  excepting 
Davis'  division  and  Gibson's  brigade,  did  not  participate  in  any  general 
engagement  after  the  31st. 

There  was  constant  skirmishing  in  my  front  until  the  night  of  the  3d. 

On  the  4th,  the  enemy  left  his  position  in  front  of  the  right,  and  evac- 
uated Murfreesborough  on  the  night  of  the  same  day. 

On  the  6th,  the  right  wing  marched  to  its  present  camp,  2 J  miles  south 
of  Murfreesborough,  on  the  Shelbyville  pike. 

The  reports  of  Generals  Johnson,  Davis,  and  Sheridan,  division  com- 
manders, are  herewith  inclosed. 

Accompanying  General  Johnson's  report  you  will  find  the  reports  of 
the  brigade,  regimental,  and  battery  commanders,  carefully  prepared. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  on  account  of  the  commanding  general's 
dispatch  to  the  General-in-Chief,  and  also  from  erroneous  reports  sent  to 
the  public  by  newspaper  correspondents. 
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The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  is  particularly  called  to 
Colonels  Gibson  and  Dodge ;  also  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones'  report, 
who  commanded  the  pickets  in  front  of  Willich^s  brigade. 

Captain  Edgarton,  commanding  battery  of  Kirk's  brigade,  certainly 
was  guilty  of  a  grave  error  in  taking  even  a  part  of  his  horses  to  watei 
at  such  an  hour.  He  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy;  therefore  no  report 
can  be  had  from  him  at  present. 

In  strict  compliance  with  my  orders,  and  the  knowledge  I  possessed 
of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  which  was  communicated  to  my  superior, 
also  to  the  generals  under  my  command,  I  could  not  have  made  a  better 
disposition  of  my  troops. 

On  subsequent  examination  of  the  field,  I  found  the  statements  of  the 
citizen,  referred  to  in  my  report,  correct,  as  the  barricades  extended  fully 
^hree  fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  the  Franklin  road. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  Hardee's  corps,  supported  by  McCown's  divis- 
ion (late  of  Kirby  Smith's  corps),  attacked  Kirk's  and  Willich's  brigades. 
About  the  same  time  Withers'  division  attacked  Davis,  and  Cheat- 
ham's division  attacked  Sheridan.  Cheatham's  and  Withers'  divisions 
composed  General  Polk's  corps.  I  was  in  the  rear  of  the  center  of  my 
line  when  this  attack  commenced ;  therefore  I  did  not  see  all  the  column 
that  attacked  and  turned  my  right;  but  it  can  be  safely  estimated  that 
the  rebel  force  outnumbered  ours  three  to  one.  After  leaving  my  line 
of  battle,  the  ground  in  rear  was,  first,  open  fields;  second,  woods; 
then  a  dense  cedar  thicket :  and  over  such  ground  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible for  troops  to  retire  in  good  order,  particularly  when  assailed  by 
superior  numbers. 

My  ammu  lition  train,  under  the  charge  of  my  efficient  ordnance 
officer,  Capt.  Gates  P.  Thruston,  First  Ohio  Volunteers,  was  at  an  early 
hour  ordered  to  take  a  position  in  rear  of  the  center  of  my  line.  It  was 
there  attacked  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  was  handsomely  repulsed 
by  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  H.  Pease,  of 
General  Davis'  staff,  and  Capt.  G.  P.  Thruston,  ordnance  officer.  The 
train  was  conducted  safely  to  the  Nashville  pike.  Captain  Thruston  cutting 
a  road  through  the  cedar  wood  for  the  passage  of  the  train. 

To  Brig.  Gens.  E.  W.  Johnson,  Philip  H.  Sheridan,  and  Jefferson  C. 
Davis  I  return  my  thanks  for  their  gallant  conduct  upon  the  days  of  the 
battles,  and  for  their  prompt  support  and  conscientious  attention  to  duty 
during  their  service  in  the  right  wing.  I  commend  them  to  my  superiors 
and  my  country. 

To  Brig.  Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley,  chief  of  cavalry,  my  thanks  are  particu- 
larly due.  He  commanded  my  advance  from  Nolens ville  and  directed 
the  cavalry  on  my  right  flank.  A  report  of  the  valuable  services  of  our 
cavalry  will  be  furnished  by  General  Stanley.  I  commend  him  to  my 
superiors  and  my  country. 

For  the  particular  instances  of  good  conduct  of  individuals,  I  refer 
you  to  the  reports  of  division  commanders. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  again  calling  the  attention  of  my  superiors  to 
the  conspicuous  gallantry  and  untiring  zeal  of  Col.  W.  H.  Gibson,  of 
the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteers.  He  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
Willich's  brigade,  and  was  ever  prompt  to  dash  upon  the  enemy  with 
his  gallant  brigade  when  opportunity  permitted.  I  have  repeatedly 
recommended  him  for  promotion.  He  has  again  won  additional  claims 
to  his  reward. 

Colonel  Harker,  commanding  a  brigade  of  Wood's  divisicm,  performed 
gallant  service,  under  my  supervision,  as  also  did  Colonel  Fyife,  of  the 
Fifty-ninth  Ohio.    They  are  commended  to  my  superiors. 
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To  my  staff,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Bassett  Langdon,  inspector- general ;  Maj. 
B.  H.  Nodine,  engineer  officer;  Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell,  assistant  adjutant- 
general;  Capt.  Gates  P.  Thruston,  ordnance  officer;  Capt.  B.  D.  Will- 
iams, aide-de-camp ;  Capt.  J.  F.  Boyd,  assistant  quartermaster ;  Capt., 
Orris  Blake,  provost  -  m  arsh  al ;  Maj.  Caleb  Bates,  volunteer  aide-de- 
camp, and  Capt.  Horace  N.  Fisher,  volunteer  aide-de-camp  and  topo- 
graphical engineer,  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  conspicuous  gallantry 
and  intelligence  on  the  field.  My  escort,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Thickstun,  Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  my  orderlies  behaved  gal- 
lantly. When  my  horse  was  shot.  Orderly  Cook,  of  the  Second  Indiana, 
promptly  replaced  him  with  his  own.  The  officers  of  the  Signal  Corps 
were  ever  ready  to  perform  any  service  in  their  line  or  as  aides. 

The  report  of  Surg.  C.  McDermont,  the  medical  director  of  the  right 
wing,  is  also  submitted.  Surgeon  McDerraont^s  gallantry  on  the  field, 
and  his  great  care  for  the  wounded,  is  worthy  of  great  praise. 

My  entire  medical  corps  behaved  nobly,  except  Asst.  Surg.  W.  S. 
Fish,  of  the  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  who  fled  to  Nashville.  He  is  rec- 
ommended for  dismissal. 

The  casualties  of  my  wing  are  542  killed  and  2,334  wounded.* 

The  nation  is  again  called  to  mourn  the  loss  of  gallant  spirits  who  fell 
upon  this  sanguinary  field.  First  of  these,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Sill,  com- 
manding First  Brigade,  Third  Division.  He  was  noble,  conscientious 
in  the  discharge  of  every  duty,  and  brave  to  a  fault.  He  had  no  ambi- 
tion save  to  serve  his  country.  He  died  a  Christian  soldier,  in  the  act 
of  repulsing  the  enemy. 

Such  names  as  Roberts,  Schaefer,  Harrington,  Stem,  Williams,  Read, 
Housum,  Drake,  Wooster,  and  McKee,  all  field  officers,  and  many  other 
commissioned  officers  of  the  right  wing,  who  fell  vindicating  their  flag, 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  a  grateful  country. 

Complete  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  will  be  furnished  from  each 
regiment.    There  will  be  a  map  of  the  field  sent  forward  to-morrow. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  McD.  McCOOK, 
Major-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Eight  Wing, 

Maj.  0.  GODDABD, 

Chief  of  Staff  J  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 


No.  16. 

Report  of  Surg,  Clarke  McDermont,  U.  S,  Army,  Medical  Director, 

Medical,  Director's  Office,  Right  Wing, 

Murfreesboroughj  Tenn.,  January  14,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general,  the 
accompanying  report  of  the  casualties  that  occurred  in  the  right  wing 
during  the  late  battle  of  Murfreesborough  : 

While  the  loss  of  so  many  brave  men  must  be  a  source  of  profound 
sorrow  to  the  general,  it  will  afford  him  some  satisfaction  to  know  that 
the  wounded  were  not  neglected.  Throughout  the  severe  and  protracted 
struggle  our  surgeons  exerted  their  utmost  energies  in  alleviating  the 
sufferings  and  promoting  the  comfort  of  their  unfortunate  brethren,  and 

*  Bnt  see  revised  statement,  pp.  207-809. 
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succeeded,  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so  with  the  means  at  their 
disposal. 

When,  on  the  second  day  of  the  battle,  it  became  evident  that  the 
territory  occupied  by  our  hospitals  would  fall  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
I  directed  a  sufficient  number  of  surgeons  and  attendants  to  remain  in 
charge,  and  not  to  desert  the  wounded  in  any  event.  These  officers 
were  exposed  to  much  danger,  as  the  contending  armies  swept  past; 
but  they  remained  faithfully  at  their  posts,  and  were  unceasing  in  their 
attentions  to  the  wounded  during  the  three  days  that  elapsed  before  the 
recovery  of  this  territory  by  our  troops. 

The  enemy  took  from  them  a  large  portion  of  the  medical  and  hos- 
pital stores  and  instruments,  and  our  men  were  compelled  to  seek  for 
dressing  materials,  bedding,  &c.,  among  the  families  in  the  rear  of  the 
lines.  Much  kind  assistance  was  received  from  citizens  in  the  vicinity, 
and  no  violence  was  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  Confederate  sol- 
diers. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  and 
self-denial  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  right  wing.  During  that  long 
week  of  hardship  and  exposure  they  labored  day  and  night,  regardless 
of  their  own  safety  and  comfort,  and  only  anxious  for  the  well-being  of 
the  wounded  intrusted  to  their  care. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

O.  McDERMONT, 
Surg,  U.  S,  Vols,,  Medical  Director,  Bight  Wing,  Mth  A.  0, 

Major  Campbell, 

Asst.  Adjt,  Gen,,  Bight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 


General  swnvMiry  of  ccLmialUeB  of  Bight  Wing, 


B«gim«nt0. 


Fmrr  DrrisioiT. 


22d  Indiana 

5th  Wisconsin  Battery. 

15th  Wisconsin 

74thniinoi8 

59th  Illinois 

35thniinoi8 

25th  niinois 

75thniinois 

2l8t  niinois 

2d  Minnesota  Battery. 

8l8t  Indiana 

lOlstOhio 

8th  Wisconsin  Battery. 
38th  Illinois 


TotAl 


ABCOMD  Dinaioir. 


49th  Ohio.-.. 
15th  Ohio.... 
93d   Ohio.... 

Ist  Ohio.... 
39th  Indiana . 
32d   Indiana 

6th  Indiana. 
30th  Indiana. 
29th  Indiana. 
89th  niinois  . 
79th  Illinois . 


7 
1 

15 
8 
7 

11 

16 
2 

47 
2 
f 

18 
1 

84 


175 


16 

17 

12 

8 

30 
12 
15 
29 
4 
16 
If 


89 

7 

72 

83 

43 

53 

79 

22 

198 

5 

48 

125 

4 

110 


838 


96 
96 
41 
38 

109 
41 
52 

100 
22 
45 
•6 


e 
H 


46 
8 

87 
41 
50 
64 
95 
24 

245 

7 

54 

143 
5 

144 


1,013 


112 

113 
53 
46 

139 
53 
67 

129 
26 
65 
W 
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C^meral  summary  ofecuualtiea  of  Bight  Wing— Continued., 


Regiments. 


Second  Dmiioir— Continued. 

34th  Illinois 

5th  Kentnoky 

Battery  A,  First  Ohio  Artillery 

5tb  Indiana  Battery .- 

77th  Pennsylvania 

Total 

THQLD  Dmuon. 

36th  Illinois 

88th  Illinois 

24th  Wisconsin 

21st  Michigan 

42d    Illinois 

22d    Illinois 

51st  Illinois 

27thimnois 

73d   Illinois 

44th  Illinois 

15th  Missouri 

2d   Missouri 

4th  Indiana  Battery 

Ist  Missouri  Artillery,  Company  G 

Ist  Illinois  Artillery ,' Company  C 

Total 

Aggregate 


608 


^ 


18 

100 

118 

18 

80 

98 

1 

5 

6 

3 

18 

21 

4 

29 

33 

216 

952 

1,168 

45 

159 

204 

15 

55 

70 

19 

58 

77 

18 

84 

102 

21 

109 

130 

25 

88 

113 

6 

48 

54 

8 

55 

63 

22 

52 

74 

6 

34 

40 

14 

44 

58 

2 

22 

24 

5 

16 

21 

6 

18 

19 

5 

20 

25 

217 

857 

1,074 

2,647 


3,255 


Respectfully  forwarded. 


A.  McD.  McCooK, 

Major-General,  Oommtmding. 


C.  McDERMONT, 
8urge0n  U.  8.  Volunte«rt,  Medieal  Director  of  Right  Wing. 


Chneral  summary  of  Icilled  and  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Stones  River ^  near  Murfreeshoroughy 
Tenn.jfrom  December  30, 1862,  to  January  3, 1863,  of  Bight  Wing^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 
(John  L.  Tbbd,  medicftl  director.) 


Befiaaemte. 

1  ' 
1 

1 

1 

38th  Illinois 

34 

7 
1 

15 
8 
7 

11 

16 
2 
2 
6 

18 

110 
39 
7 
72 
33 
43 
53 
79 
5 
22 
48 

125 

144 

22d   Indiana 

46 

5th  Wisconsin  Battery . 

8 

15th  Wisconsin 

87 

74th  Illinois 

41 

59th  Illinois 

50 

35th  Illinois 

64 

25th  Illinois 

95 

2d    Minnesota  Battery 

7 

75th  Illinois 

24 

8l8t  Indiana 

54 

101  St  Ohio 

143 

21st  Illinois* 

8th  Wisconsin  Battery 

1 

4 

5 

Total 

128 

640 

768 

Not  reported. 
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General  tummary  of  killed  and  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Ston(?8  h  iter,  ^c— Oontinued. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 
(S.  Makks,  medical  director.) 


Regiments. 


34thIllinoig 

77th  Pennsylyania 

79th  Illinois 

30th  Indiana 

6th  Indiana 

l8t  Ohio 

93d   Ohio 

5th  Kentucky 

32d   Indiana 

39th  Indiana 

15th  Ohio 

1st  Ohio  ArtiUery,  Battery  A 

89th  Illinois 

49th  Ohio 

5th  Indiana  Battery 

Total 


i 


18 

4 
19 
29 
15 

8 
12 
18 
12 
30 
17 

1 

10 
16 

3 


212 


i 


100 
28 
80 

100 
52 
38 
41 
80 
8 

109 

106 

5 

45 

96 

18 


906 


o 
H 


118 
32 
99 

129 
67 
46 
53 
98 
20 

139 

123 

6 

55 

112 
21 


1,118 


THIRD  DIVISION.* 
(D.  J.  Griffiths,  medical  director.) 


88th  Illinois ... 
21st  Michigan.. 
36th  Illinois  . .  - 
27th  Illinois  . . . 
24th  Wisconsin 
51st  Illinois  — 
22d  Illinois... 
42d  Illinois  . . . 

44th  Blinois 

73d   niinois.--. 

2d   Missonri  . 

15th  Missouri  .. 

Total 


15 

55 

18 

84 

45 

159 

9 

35 

19 

58 

6 

48 

26 

88 

21 

109 

6 

34 

22 

52 

2 

22 

14 

44 

202 

788 

70 

102 

2U4 

44 

77 

54 

113 

130 

40 

74 

24 

58 


990 


General  summary  of  Eight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  CorpSf  Department  of  the  Cumberland 

( C.  MoDermontf  medical  director). 


Divlgions. 

1 

1 

i 
1 

•3 
t 

First  Division 

128 
212 
202 

640 
906 

788 

768 

Second  Division 

1,118 

Third  Division 

090 

Total 

542 

2,334 

2,876 

Kg.  17. 

Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  Jefferson  C.  Davis,  U,  S,  Army,  commanding  First 

Division, 

Hdqrs.  1st  Division,  Right  Wing,  14th  Army  Corps, 

January  — ,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  division  under  my  command  in  the  recent  operations 


*  This  diyision  reports  no  batteries. 
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agaiust  the  enemy's  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Triune  and  Murfreesbor. 
ough: 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  in  compliance  with  instructions 
received  from  the  general  commanding  the  right  wing,  I  broke  up  camp 
at  Saint  James'  Chapel,  on  Mill  Creek,  and  advanced  upon  Nolensville, 
via  the  Edmondson  pike,  as  far  as  Prim's  blacksmith  shop ;  from  thence 
my  advance  was  over  a  rugged  countrj^  road,  rendered  almost  impassa- 
ble by  the  incessant  rain,  which  had  been  falling  in  torrents  during  the 
entire  morning. 

The  enemy's  pickets  were  discovered  by  my  cavalry  escort,  composed 
of  Company  B,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Sherer,  within  a  few  miles  of  our  camp.  This  small  force  of  cavalry 
being  the  only  mounted  force  under  my  command,  I  ordered  them  to  the 
front,  with  instructions  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  to  attack 
him  on  his  Hanks  at  every  opportunity.  So  effectually  was  this  done, 
that  the  infantry  and  artillery  were  enabled  to  move  with  little  inter- 
ruption to  within  a  mile  of  Nolensville.  By  this  time  I  had  learned, 
from  reliable  information,  through  citizens  as  well  as  cavalry  scouts, 
that  the  enemy  occupied  the  town  in  some  force,  both  of  cavalry  and 
artillery. 

The  First  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-second  Indiana,  Seventy- 
fourth,  Seventy-fifth,  and  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Eegiments,  and  the  Fifth 
Wisconsin  Battery,  commanded  by  Col.  P.  Sidney  Post,  was  immedi- 
ately deployed  for  an  advance  upon  the  town.  Pinney's  (Fifth  Wiscon- 
sin) battery  was  posted  so  as  to  command  the  town  and  all  approaches 
from  the  southwest.  The  enemy's  cavalry  was  seen  by  this  time  taking 
position  on  a  range  of  hills  southwest  of  the  town,  and  was  evidently 
attempting  to  flank  our  position.  A  few  shells  from  Pinney's  battery 
soon  caused  them  to  fall  back.  A  battery,  which  by  this  time  they  had 
succeeded  in  getting  into  position,  opened  fire,  but  was,  after  a  few 
rounds,  silenced  by  Pinney's  guns. 

The  Second  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-first  and  Thirty-eighth 
Illinois,  Fifteenth  Wisconsin,  and  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Eegi- 
ments, and  the  Second  Minnesota  Battery,  commanded  by  Colonel  Car- 
lin,  had  by  this  time  formed  a  line  of  battle  on  Post's  right,  and,  moving 
rapidly  forward,  soon  engaged  the  enemy's  dismounted  cavalry  in  a 
sharp  skirmish. 

The  Third  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty-fifth  and  Thirty-fif  A 
Illinois,  Eighty-first  Indiana  Regiments,  and  the  Eighth  Wisconin 
Battery,  commanded  by  Colonel  Woodruff,  was  deployed  on  the  ri^iit, 
so  as  to  check  any  effort  which  might  be  made  to  attack  my  flank  from 
this  direction.  Carlin  advanced  in  excellent  order,  driving  everything 
before  him,  until  ordered  to  halt,  having  dislodged  the  enemy  from  his 
position  entirely. 

By  this  time  I  ascertained  that  the  enemy  would  probably  make  an- 
other effort  to  resist  our  advance  about  2  miles  farther  on ;  and,  not- 
withstanding it  was  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  men  were  much 
fatigued  from  a  hard  day's  march  through  rain  and  mud,  I  could  not 
forego  the  opportunity  thus  offered  in  giving  them  another  chance  to 
signalize  their  courage  and  endurance.  Ascertaining  the  enemy's  exact 
position  as  well  as  I  could,  I  ordered  the  advance. 

Their  lines  were  soon  discovered,  occupying  a  range  of  high,  rocky 
hills,  through  which  the  Nolensville  and  Triune  pike  passes,  known  as 
Knob  Gap.  This  was  a  favorable  position  to  the  enemy,  and  well 
guarded  by  artillery,  which  opened  fire  at  long  range  upon  Carlin's 
lines.    Hotchkiss'  and  Pinney's  batteries  were  rapidly  brought  into 
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action  and  opened  fire,  while  Oarlin's  brigade  charged  the  battery,  car- 
ried the  heights  in  his  front,  and  captured  two  guns.  Post's  brigade 
carried  the  heights  on  the  left  of  the  road  with  but  little  resistance, 
while  Woodruff's  brigade  drove  in  the  enemy's  skirmishers  on  the  ex- 
treme right. 

The  day  had  now  closed,  and  I  ordered  the  troops  to  bivouac,  in  ac- 
cordance with  instructions  from  the  general  commanding,  who  arrived 
at  this  time  upon  the  ground,  followed  by  Generals  Sheridan's  and  John- 
son's divisions. 

The  steady  courage  and  soldierly  zeal  displayed  on  this  occasion  by 
both  of&cerg  and  men  gave  ample  assurances  of  what  could  be  expected 
of  them  in  the  coming  straggle  at  Murfreesborough 

On  the  27th,  in  accordance  with  the  general's  instructions,  the  divis- 
ion took  position  at  the  junction  of  the  Bole  Jack  road  with  the  No- 
lensville  pike,  1  mile  from  Triune,  where  it  remained  in  bivouac  until 
the  morning  of  the  29th,  at  which  time  the  advance  was  resumed.  In 
compliance  with  instructions,  I  moved  forward  on  the  Bole  Jack  road 
as  far  as  Stewart's  Creek,  a  few  miles  beyond  which  it  was  reported  by 
our  cavalry  the  enemy  had  shown  himself  in  considerable  force.  The 
general  commanding  arriving  at  this  time  in  person  at  the  head  of  the 
column,  ordered  a  halt  until  the  divisions  in  rear  could  be  brought  up. 

Brigadier- General  Stanley,  commanding  the  cavalry  in  advance,  soon 
reported  the  road  clear,  and  the  march  was  resumed  without  obstruc- 
tion until  the  entire  command  reached  the  Wilkinson  pike,  6  miles  from 
Murfreesborough.  The  division  bivouacked  during  the  night  at  Over- 
all's Creek,  3J  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  the  left  brigade  resting  on 
the  Wilkinson  pike. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  division  moved  forward  and  took 
position  on  General  Sheridan's  right,  about  300  yards  south  of  and  par- 
allel to  the  Wilkinson  pike,  in  which  position  it  remained  until  2  p.  m. 
A  few  companies  of  skirmishers  thrown  to  the  front  in  a  skirt  of  tim- 
bered land  soon  found  those  of  the  enemy,  and  for  several  hours  a  brisk 
skirmish  was  kept  up  with  varying  results.  About  2  p.  m.  the  general 
commanding  ordered  a  general  advance  of  the  whole  line.  This  the 
enemy  seemed  at  first  disposed  to  resist  only  with  his  skirmishers ; 
gradually,  however,  as  both  parties  strengthened  their  lines  of  skir- 
mishers, the  contest  became  more  animat^.  Our  main  lines  steadily 
advanced,  occupying  and  holding  the  ground  gained  by  the  skirmish- 
ers until  about  half  an  hour  before  sunset,  when  the  enemy's  position 
was  plainly  discerned,  running  diagonally  across  the  old  Murfreesbor- 
ough  and  Franklin  road. 

The  enemy's  batteries  now  announced  our  close  proximity  to  their 
lines.  Carpenter's  and  Hotchkiss'  batteries  were  soon  brought  into 
position  and  opened  fire.  Woodruff's  and  Carlin's  brigades  by  this  time 
felt  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  main  lines,  and  responded  in  the  most  gal- 
lant manner.  Post's  brigade,  moving  steadily  forward  on  the  right, 
after  a  most  obstinate  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  succeeded 
in  driving  his  skirmishers  from  a  strong  position  in  our  front,  forcing 
them  to  retire  upon  his  main  lines.  Mght  soon  brought  a  close  to  the 
contest. 

Eeceiving  directions  at  this  time  from  General  McOook  to  desist  from 
any  farther  offensive  demonstration  further  than  what  might  be  neces- 
sary to  hold  my  position,  I  ordered  the  troops  to  rest  for  the  night  on 
their  arms.  Two  brigades  of  General  Johnson's  division,  heretofore 
held  in  reserve,  arrived  and  took  position  on  my  right,  about  sunset, 
thus  extending  our  line  of  battle  beyond  the  old  Franklin  and  Mur- 
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freesborough  road.    These  brigades  were  commanded  by  Generals  Will- 
ich  and  Kirk. 

The  night  passed  off  quietly  until  about  daylight,  when  the  enemy's 
forces  were  observed  by  our  pickets  to  be  in  motion.  Their  object 
could  not,  however,  with  certainty,  be  determined  until  near  sunrise, 
when  a  vigorous  attack  was  made  upon  Willich's  and  Kirk's  brigades. 
These  troops  seemed  not  to  have  been  fully  prepared  for  the  assault, 
and,  with  little  or  no  resistance,  retreated  from  their  position,  leaving 
their  artillery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  This  left  my  right  brigade 
exposed  to  a  flank  movement,  which  the  enemy  was  now  rapidly  exe- 
cuting, and  compelled  me  to  order  Post's  brigade  to  fall  back  and  par- 
tially change  its  front.  Simultaneous  with  this  movement  the  enemy 
commenced  a  heavy  and  very  determined  attack  on  both  Carlin's  and 
Woodruffs  brigades.  These  brigades  were  fully  prepared  for  the  at- 
tack, and  received  it  with  veteran  courage.  The  conflict  was  fierce  in 
the  extreme  on  both  sides.  Our  loss  was  heavy  and  that  of  the  enemy 
no  less.  It  was,  according  to  my  observations,  the  best  contested  point 
of  the  day,  and  would  have  been  held,  but  for  the  overwhelming  force 
moving  so  persistently  against  my  right.  Oarlin,  finding  his  right  flank 
being  so  severely  pressed,  and  threatened  with  being  turned,  ordered 
his  troops  to  retire. 

Woodruff's  brigade  succeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy  and  holding 
its  position  until  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  on  both  its  flanks  com- 
pelled it  to  retire.  Pinney's  battery,  which  I  had  posted  in  an  open 
field  upon  my  extreme  right,  and  ordered  to  be  supported  by  a  part  of 
Post's  brigade,  now  opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy's  advanc- 
ing lines.  This  gallant  and  distinguished  battery,  supported  by  the 
Twenty-second  Indiana  and  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Eegiments,  together 
with  a  brigade  of  General  Johnson's  division,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Baldwin,  Sixth  Indiana  Volunteers,  for  a  short  time  brought  the  enemy 
to  a  check  on  our  right.  Ho tchkiss' battery  had  also  by  this  time  taken 
an  excellent  position  near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  so  as  to  command  the 
enemy's  approach  across  a  large  cotton -field  in  his  front,  over  which  he 
was  now  advancing.  The  infantry,  however,  contrary  to  expectations, 
failed  to  support  this  battery,  and,  after  firing  a  few  rounds,  was  forced 
to  retire. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  during  the  night,  announc- 
ing the  plan  of  operations  for  the  day,  I  desisted  from  any  further  at- 
tempts to  engage  the  enemy,  except  by  skirmishers  thrown  to  the  rear 
for  that  purpose,  until  my  lines  had  reached  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike,  when  I  again  determined  to 
form  my  lines  and  resist  his  ftirther  advance.  To  this  order  but  few  of 
the  regiments  responded,  their  ranks  being  much  thinned  by  killed  and 
wounded;  and  not  a  few  had  availed  themselves  of  the  favorable  oppor- 
tunity offered  by  the  dense  woods,  through  which  we  were  compelled  to 
pass,  to  skulk  like  cowards  from  the  ranks.  The  reserve  forces  here 
moved  to  the  front,  and  relieved  my  command  from  any  further  partici- 
pation in  the  engagement  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when,  in  compliance 
with  instructions,  I  took  position  on  the  right.  My  skirmishers  were  im- 
mediately thrown  out,  and  soon  engaged  the  enemy's,  until  night  brought 
a  close  to  hostilities  for  the  day. 

During  the  1st  and  2d  of  January  the  division  occupied  this  position 
in  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets,  until  late  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  2d,  when  I  received  orders  from  General  Rosecrans  to  hasten  to  the 
sapport  of  a  part  of  General  Crittenden's  command,  who  had  been  for 
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some  time  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  across  the  :>er,  on  our  ex- 
treme left. 

Moving  as  rapidly  as  possible  across  the  river  to  the  field  of  battle,  1 
found  our  gallant  troops  forcing  the  enemy  back  on  his  reserves.  The 
brigade  of  Colonel  Woodruff,  being  in  the  advance,  only  arrived  in  time 
to  participate  in  the  general  engagement. 

After  relieving  the  troops  of  General  Palmer  and  Colonel  Beatty,  and 
particularly  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Hazen,  which  had  so  nobly  vindi- 
cated their  courage  in  the  then  closing  conflict,  I  ordered  a  heavy  line 
of  skirmishers  to  be  thrown  out.  The  enemy^s  lines  were  soon  en- 
countered, and  a  renewal  of  the  engagement  seemed  imminent.  A  few 
rounds  of  grape  and  canister  from  one  of  our  batteries,  however,  caused 
them  to  withdraw,  and  night  again  brought  a  cessation  of  hostilities. 

During  the  night  I  disposed  of  my  troops  in  such  manner  as  would 
best  enable  me  to  repel  an  attack,  and,  in  compliance  with  instructions, 
I  directed  rifle-pits  and  breastworks  to  be  thrown  up.  This  was  done, 
and  morning  found  us  well  prepared  for  any  emergency,  either  offen- 
sive or  defensive. 

The  following  day  (January  3)  considerable  skirmishing  was  kept  up, 
without  abatement,  from  early  in  the  morning  until  dark. 

During  the  night  I  received  orders  from  General  Crittenden  to  with- 
draw my  command  from  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  report  with 
it  to  General  McCook.  This  movement  was  executed  between  the  hours 
of  1  and  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  during  which  time  the  rain  fell  in- 
cessantly. 

The  pickets  about  this  time  reported  the  enemy  as  having  been  very 
active  in  their  movements  during  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  and  their 
convictions  that  he  was  evacuating  his  position.  Further  observations, 
made  after  daylight,  found  this  to  be  the  case. 

The  following  list  of  casualties  shows  a  loss  in  the  division  during  the 
several  engagements  above  described  as  follows : 

Commissioned  officers : 

Killed 16 

Wounded 34 

Missing 2 

Enlisted  men : 

Killed 176 

Wounded 784 

Missing 399 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing *1, 411 

The  division  lost  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  captured  two.  In  the 
list  of  oflBcers  killed  are  the  names  of  Colonel  Stem,  One  hundred  and 
first  Ohio;  Colonel  Williams,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wooster,  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  McKee,  Fif- 
teenth Wisconsin ;  Captain  Carpenter,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery,  and 
Captain  McCulloch^  Secoud  Kentucky  Cavalry,  of  my  staff,  whose  noble 
deeds  of  valor  on  the  field  had  already  placed  their  names  on  the  list  of 
brave  men.  The  history  of  the  war  will  record  no  brighter  names,  and 
the  country  will  mourn  the  loss  of  no  more  devoted  patriots,  than  these. 

Among  the  wounded  are  Colonel  Alexander,  Twenty-firsi  Illinois; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tanner,  Twenty-second  Indiana;  Captain  Pinney, 
Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  Captain  Austin,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Woodruff,  whose  names  it  affords  me 
special  gratification  to  mention. 

*  But  aee  revised  statement,  pp.  297, 208. 
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From  December  26  until  the  close  of  the  engagement,  on  the  4th  of 
January,  at  Murfreesborough,  no  entire  day  elapsed  that  the  division, 
or  some  part  of  it,  did  not  engage  the  enemy.  During  a  great  part  of 
the  time  the  weather  was  excessively  inclement,  and  the  troops  suffered 
much  from  exposure.  A  heavy  list  of  casualties  and  much  suffering 
were  unavoidable,  under  the  circumstances. 

It  affords  me  pleasure,  however,  to  be  able  to  report  the  cheerful  and 
soldierlike  manner  in  which  these  hardships  and  privations  were  en- 
dured by  the  troops  throughout.  History  will  record  and  the  country 
reward  their  deeds. 

My  staff,  consisting  of  Lieut.  T.  W.  Morrison,  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general;  Capt.  H.  Pease,  inspector-general;  Captain  McCulloch, 
aide-de-camp  (killed);  Lieut.  Francis E.  Reynolds,  aide-de-camp;  Lieut. 
Thomas  H.  Dailey,  aide-de-camp ;  Surg.  J.  L.  Teed,  medical  director ; 
Captain  Shriver,  ordnance  officer;  Lieut.  R.  Plunket,  provost-marshal, 
and  Private  Frank  Clark,  clerk  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general  and 
acting  aide-de-camp,  deported  themselves  throughout  the  entire  cam- 
paign, as  well  as  on  the  battle-field,  with  distinguished  zeal  and  con- 
spicuous gallantry. 

While  expressing  my  high  regard  and  appreciation  of  the  general 
commanding,  I  desire  also  to  tender  my  thanks  to  yourself,  major,  and 
to  Colonel  Langdon,  Major  Bates,  Captains  Thruston,  Williams,  and 
Fisher,  of  his  staff,  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
field  duties  were  performed  by  them. 

During  the  several  engagements  in  which  the  division  participated 
the  conduct  of  many  subaltern  officers  attracted  my  admiration  by  their 
conspicuous  gallantry,  and  whose  names,  I  regret,  cannot  be  mentioned 
in  this  report.  They  will  be  remembered  in  future  recommendations  for 
promotion. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JEF.  C.  DAVIS, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  JDivisum. 

Maj.  John  A.  Campbell, 

A88t,  Adjt  Oen.j  Bight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  18. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Charles  B.  Humphrey ^  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery, 

Headquabtebs  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery, 

January  6, 1863. 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  with  your  commands,  I  would  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  and  casualties  suffered 
by  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery  in  the  engagements  with  the  enemy 
since  December  26, 1862 ; 

The  battery  left  Camp  Andy  Johnson,  December  26,  and  marched  to 
Kolensville,  where  it  arrived  and  engaged  the  enemy's  cavalry  about  2 
o'clock  of  the  same  day. 

After  firing  a  number  of  rounds  of  shell  and  canister  into  the  town, 
the  enemy  fell  back  about  a  mile,  where  they  made  a  stand  in  a  very 
strong  position,  and  planted  a  battery.  The  battery  followed,  and  were 
soon  playing  upon  them  from  all  its  guns.  The  enemy  soon  retired, 
leaving  one  of  their  guns  upon  the  field.  Camped  upon  this  ground  at 
night,  and  the  next  day  (December  27)  marched  forward  about  4  miles 
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dud  camped  uutil  the  29th  ultimo,  when  we  were  ordered  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Murfreesborough.  Advanced  about  8  miles  and  camped  in  tne 
woods,  without  tents  or  fires.  The  next  morning  advanced  slowly,  and 
camped  within  sight  of  the  enemy's  lines  j  fired  a  few  rounds  from  the 
Parrott  guns,  and  again  the  men  lay  by  their  guns,  without  tents  or 
fires,  all  night.  At  daylight  we  were  up  and  ready  for  an  attack.  As 
soon  as  it  became  light  the  enemy  could  be  seen  from  our  position,  in 
great  numbers,  marching  upon  the  right  wing.  We  were  soon  ordered 
to  its  support,  and  in  a  short  time  took  position  in  a  corn-field,  supported 
by  the  Twenty-second  Indiana  Regiment  on  the  right,  and  the  Fifty- 
ninth  Illinois  on  the  left.  The  enemy  could  be  seen  in  heavy  force  ad 
vancing  upon  us.  We  opened  fire  immediately  from  all  our  guns.  They 
soon  made  their  appearance  over  a  knoll  directly  in  front  of  our  guns. 
A  few  rounds  of  canister  caused  them  to  move  to  the  left,  under  cover 
of  a  thick  clump  of  bushes.  They  were  followed  by  another  line,  and 
they  then  advanced  upon  us.  After  firing  upon  them  for  about  thirty 
minutes,  the  order  was  given  to  limber  up  and  fall  back.  This  was  done 
in  good  order,  though  we  were  obliged  to  leave  one  gun  and  two  cais- 
sons on  the  field,  on  account  of  the  horses  being  killed. 

The  battery  fell  back  to  the  Murfreesborough  pike  in  good  order,  when 
the  rebel  cavalry  dashed  in  from  the  left  and  captured  the  whole  bat- 
tery, with  the  exception  of  one  gun.  We  were  soon  relieved  by  our  own 
cavalry,  and  the  battery  was  got  together,  and  fired  a  few  rounds  at 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  were  in  strong  force  about  2  miles  in  rear  of 
our  former  position ;  lay  by  our  guns  that  night,  and  the  next  morning 
[January  1)  were  ordered  to  join  our  brigade,  near  our  present  position. 
We  took  position,  and  lay  there  until  the  afternoon  of  January  2,  when 
we  were  ordered  over  the  stream  to  the  left  of  the  pike,  where  we  lay 
within  sight  of  the  enemy's  lines  until  the  morning  of  the  4th,  when  we 
fell  back  to  our  present  position.  During  the  time  of  action  the  officers 
and  men  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery,  and  though  they  were  ex- 
posed to  the  weather,  with  uncooked  rations,  not  a  man  appeared  un- 
willing to  do  his  duty.  They  were  much  worn  out,  but  the  two  days  of 
rest  that  they  have  had  fitted  them  for  the  field. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  suffered:*  Killed,  1  private; 
wounded,  1  officer  and  6  men ;  missing,  4 ;  taken  prisoners,  2.    Total 
loss,  1  captain  and  11  enlisted  men,  2  wagons  and  12  mules. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  B.  HUMPHREY, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery, 


No.  19. 
Report  of  Lieut,  Henry  E,  Stiles,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery, 

Headquarters  8th  Wisconsin  Batteby, 
3d  Bbig.,  1st  Div.,  Right  Wing,  14th  Aemy  Corps, 

January  9,  1863. 

General  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  as  a  detailed  account  of 

the  part  taken  by  the-Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery  in  the  recent  engage- 

meuts  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  December,  1862,  and  January, 

1863: 

Decembi^T  26, 1862,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Woodruff,  we  formed 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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in  battery  three  different  times  at  Nolens ville,  and  fired  38  rounds  at  the 
enemy ;  effects  of  the  shots  unknown. 

December  30,  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  with  the  brigade.  By 
order  of  Brigadier -General  Woodruff,  we  took  position  in  front  about 
noon  and  shelled  a  piece  of  woods  in  our  front  for  two  hours,  when  we 
were  ordered  to  advance.  We  then  came  into  position  on  the  left  of 
the  Third  Brigade,  in  the  edge  of  a  belt  of  timber,  near  a  small  corn- 
field, in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  from  which  point  we  shelled 
them  until  dark,  the  enemy  only  firing  two  shots  at  us  while  in  this 
positiou,  one  of  which  struck  a  tree  over  one  of  our  caissons,  the  other 
burst  in  our  front,  a  piece  of  shell  striking  the  wheel  of  a  gun-carriage. 
At  dark  we  fell  back  with  three  of  our  guns,  by  order  of  General  Wood- 
ruff, and  stationed  ourselves  over  a  hill  in  the  rear  of  the  infantry,  re- 
maining all  night  with  harness  on  our  horses ;  one  gun  on  picket. 

December  31,  as  soon  as  it  was  light,  we  took  a  position  to  the  left  of 
the  position  occupied  the  night  before,  with  our  three  guns.  Immedi- 
ately on  taking  our  position  the  enemy  charged  on  us  in  force.  We 
opened  on  them  with  canister,  with  good  effect,  checking  them  consid- 
erably. Our  infantry  support  here  gave  way,  and  we  were  ordered  to 
fall  back.  Oapt.  Stephen  J.  Carpenter  was  killed  before  we  ceased 
firing,  and  4  men  wounded.  Our  battery  retired  in  some  confusion, 
with  the  loss  of  one  10-pounder  Parrott  gun,  and  11  horses  killed  and 
wounded. 

By  order,  we  again  came  into  position  in  a  large  corn-field  in  our 
rear,  from  which  point  we  opened  on  the  enemy,  and  continued  to  fire 
until  our  support  left  us,  when  we  were  again  obliged  to  fall  back.  We 
then  moved  a  little  to  the  right  and  rear,  when  we  came  into  position 
and  opened  on  the  enemy  as  they  advanced  out  of  the  woods  in  our 
front.  We  did  some  execution  with  canister  and  shell,  but  our  support 
again  leaving  us  we  were  obliged  to  fall  back.  By  this  time  the  con- 
fusion seemed  to  have  become  general  j  our  battery  fell  back  to  the 
rear  and  left,  and  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Woodruff's  headquar- 
ters at  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  with  three  guns,  50  men,  and  one  gun- 
limber. 

January  1, 1863,  by  order  of  General  Woodruff,  we  drew  100  rounds 
of  ammunition,  and  sent  one  6-pounder  gun,  caisson  and  limber,  to  a 
10-pounder  Parrott  gun  to  the  rear,  where  they  were  captured  by  the 
enemy,  with  1  man  taken  prisoner  and  3  horses  lost.  Went  into  posi- 
tion with  two  guns,  and  remained  till  next  day. 

January  2,  were  ordered  to  march  with  the  brigade.  Moved  to  the 
left,  and  took  a  position  between  our  brigade  and  that  commanded  by 
Colonel  Carlin,  by  order  of  General  Davis,  commanding  division.  Imme- 
diately on  coming  into  position  the  enemy  opened  a  volley  of  musketry 
on  us,  when  we  were  ordered  to  fire.  Opening  on  them  with  canister, 
they  soon  fell  back. 

January  3,  we  lay  in  front  all  day,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters. 

January  4,  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back 
to  our  former  position  on  the  pike,  which  we  did,  thus  ending  the  fight 
on  our  part.  We  fired  about  400  rounds  of  ammunition  during  the 
engagements. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HENEY  E.  STILES, 
Lieut.j  Gomdg.  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery^  Volunteer  Artillery. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis, 

Comdg,  First  Division,  Bight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
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No.  20. 

Report  of  Col,  P,  Sidney  Post,  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  comnumding 

First  Brigade, 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Eight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
In  Camp,  south  of  Murfreeshorough,  January  9,  1863. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  First  Brigade  in  the  late  engagements,  resulting  in 
the  taking  of  Murfreesborough : 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  Brigadier- General  Davis,  command- 
ing division,  we  left  camp,  at  Saint  James'  Chapel,  at  daylight  Decem- 
ber 26,  1862,  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Nolensville,  this  brigade 
being  in  advance.  We  soon  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry.  Com- 
pany B,  Thirty -sixth  Illinois  Cavalry,  under  direction  of  Captain  Pease, 
of  Brigadier-General  Davis'  staff,  occupied  the  road,  and  the  Fifty- 
ninth  Illinois  Infantry  was  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  on  each  side  of 
it.  A  lively  skirmish  was  kept  up  until  we  reached  NolensviUe,  when 
the  enemy  appeared  in  force  and  opened  upon  the  brigade  with  artil- 
lery. 

The  left  of  our  line  of  battle  rested  upon  the  pike,  the  right  occupying 
a  hill  commanding  the  town.  Captain  Pinney's  (Fifth  Wisconsin)  bat- 
tery opened  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  them  from  the  town. 

A  large  force  of  cavalry  was  seen  moving  to  the  right  and  dismount- 
ing, with  the  evident  intention  of  attacking  our  right  and  rear  and  dis- 
lodging us  from  the  hill.  The  Twenty-second  Kegiment  Indiana  Infan- 
try was  moved  to  the  right  to  repel  this  attack,  and  Colonels  Carlin's 
and  Woodruff's  brigades  deployed,  by  order  of  Brigadier -General  Davis, 
upon  our  right,  soon  came  up,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their 
position  and  forced  to  withdraw  their  artillery. 

This  brigade,  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle,  moved  forward  up  the 
pike  leading  to  Triune,  Pinney's  battery  being  on  the  pike,  the  Twenty- 
second  Indiana  and  the  Seventy- fourth  Illinois  on  its  right,  and  the 
Seventy -fifth  and  Fifty -ninth  Illinois  on  its  left.  The  enemy  were 
posted  in  a  position  of  great  natural  strength,  about  2  miles  from  Nolens- 
viUe, on  the  right  and  left  of  the  pike,  with  one  section  of  artillery  on 
and  the  remainder  near  the  road.  Pinney's  battery,  from  a  knoll  to  the 
left  of  the  pike,  opened  at  short  range  with  all  his  guns,  and  this  bri- 
gade, on  the  left  of  Colonel  Carlin's,  marched  steadily  forward,  driving 
the  enemy  from  the  hill,  where  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  one  piece 
of  artillery.  This  march  had  been  made  in  a  drenching  rain,  and  the 
men,  exhausted  by  their  exertions  upon  the  muddy  road  and  the  ex- 
citements of  the  day,  bivouacked  on  the  field,  for  the  possession  of 
which  they  had  fought.  The  following  day  this  brigade  marched  in 
rear  of  Colonel  Carlin's  nearly  to  Triune,  it  raining  constantly  and  being 
very  cold. 

December  29,  we  marched  in  rear  of  Colonel  Woodruff's  brigade,  on 
the  Bole  Jack  road,  toward  Murfreesborough.  About  2  miles  from 
Overall's  Creek,  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Davis,  I  deployed  the 
brigade  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  moved  forward  nearly  to  the  creek, 
where  we  bivouacked  in  the  rain,  without  fires. 

On  the  morning  of  December  30,  we  marched  across  the  fields  on  the 
right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  the  Seventy-fourth  and  Seventy-fifth  Eegi- 
ments  Illinois  Infantry  deployed  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Carlin's  bri- 
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gade,  and  being  the  right  of  the  entire  army,  the  Fifty -ninth  Regiment 
Illinois  Infantry  in  reserve  to  support  the  battery,  and  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond Regiment  Indiana  Infantry  in  a  position  to  protect  the  right  flank 
from  the  enemy^s  cavalry,  which  were  continually  hovering  about  and 
engaging  the  skirmishers.  I  directed  Captain  Sherer,  who,  by  order  of 
Brigadier- General  Davis,  reported  to  me  with  Company  B,  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  to  throw  out  skirmishers  and  march  upon  our  right 
flank,  where  he  repeatedly  engaged  and  drove  back  the  cavalry  threat- 
ening our  line.  The  skirmishing  in  front  grew  more  brisk,  and  late  in  the 
afternoon  the  enemy  were  found  in  force,  strongly  posted,  and  opened 
upon  us,  with  artillery  from  our  front  and  right,  killing  1  and  wounding 
several  men.  Captain  Hale,  acting  as  major  of  the  Seventy-fifth  Illi- 
nois, and  Lieutenant  Hall,  of  my  staff,  each  had  a  horse  killed  under 
him. 

General  Kirk's  brigade  at  this  time  moved  into  position  upon  our 
right.  Captain  Pinney's  battery  drove  back  the  enemy  from  our  front, 
and,  under  cover  of  his  fire,  our  skirmishers  were  advanced  to  the  open 
field,  when  night  closed  the  contest.  The  men  lay  down  without  fires 
or  shelter,  and  in  the  morning  were  awakened  and  standing  in  order  of 
battle  one  hour  before  the  first  dawn  of  light.  The  battery  horses  stood 
at  their  pieces  during  the  night,  ready  for  any  emergency. 

As  soon  as  it  became  light,  the  enemy  were  discovered  moving  in 
great  numbers  toward  our  right,  and  nearly  parallel  with  our  line,  with 
the  evident  design  of  turning  the  right  wing  of  the  army.  I  immedi- 
ately dispatched  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  my  staff,  to  inform  Brigadier- 
General  Davis. 

The  right  of  the  brigade  extended  into  a  dense  and  almost  impene- 
trable thicket  of  cedars,  connecting  there  with  the  left  of  General  Kirk's 
brigade,  and  in  that  direction  nothing  could  be  seen  on  account  of  the 
thicket.  For  more  than  half  an  hour  the  enemy's  dark  columns  flowed 
toward  our  right,  where  the  volleys  of  musketry  and  their  advancing 
cheers  from  that  direction  assured  me  that  they  had  driven  the  bri- 
gades on  our  right  from  their  position,  and  were  already  in  our  rear, 
and  I  accordingly  changed  front  nearly  perpendicularly  to  the  rear  to 
meet  them. 

The  Seventy-fourth  Illinois,  Col.  Jason  Marsh,  and  the  Seventy- 
fifth  Illinois,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Bennett,  were  stationed 
behind  a  fence  in  the  edge  of  the  timber.  By  order  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Davis,  several  companies  were  added  to  our  force  of  skirmishers, 
and,  under  his  direction,  Finney's  battery  took  position  in  a  corn-field, 
with  the  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt.  H.  E.  Paine, 
supporting  it  on  the  left.  Perceiving  that  the  enemy  were  still  far  be- 
yond our  right,  I  deployed  my  reserve  regiment,  the  Twenty-second 
Indiana,  Colonel  Gooding  commanding,  on  the  right  of  the  battery. 
The  Sixth  Regiment  Indiana  Infantry,  having  been  separated  from  its 
brigade,  was  placed  about  400  paces  in  rear  as  a  reserve. 

Captain  Pinney  opened  upon  the  advancing  line  with  all  his  guns, 
and  when  they  came  within  range  of  his  canister  and  the  fire  of  the 
supporting  regiment,  the  execution  was  so  great  that  the  entire  line 
recoiled  before  it,  but,  after  temporary  confusion,  they  were  rallied  and 
lay  down.  The  enemy  opened  a  battery  upon  the  hill  and  advanced  a 
second  line. 

Captain  Finney's  guns  were  splendidly  handled,  and  great  credit  is 
due  to  Lieutenants  Humphrey,  Gardner,  and  McKnight,  and  to  the 
men  of  the  company,  for  their  promptness  and  skill.  No  shots  were 
wasted  over  the  heads  of  the  enemy.    For  about  thirty  minutes  this 
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fierce  contest  continued,  while  the  enemy  on  our  right  had  advanced, 
so  as  to  again  endanger  our  rear. 

As  those  in  front  rallied  and  charged  upon  the  battery  on  the  double- 
quick,  the  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Regiment  fixed  bayonets  to  receive  them, 
but,  with  the  large  force  unopposed  upon  our  right,  the  position  was 
already  antenable,  even  though  that  in  front  was  repulsed,  and  I  ordered 
the  battery  withdrawn. 

Captain  Pinney  was  dangerously,  if  not  mortally,  wounded.  He  fell, 
and  was  left  on  the  spot  where  he  executed  his  most  gallant  deeds. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tanner,  of  the  Twenty-second  Indiana,  and  many 
others  seriously  wounded,  were  left  upon  the  field. 

Eighteen  of  the  battery  horses  were  disabled,  and  one  gun,  in  conse- 
quence, could  not  be  brought  off.  One  Parrott  gun  had  but  two  wounded 
horses  before  it.  I  ordered  the  Fifty-ninth  Regiment  to  drag  the  guns 
to  the  rear.  As  the  battery  reached  the  Nashville  pike,  it  was  charged 
upon  by  cavalry,  and  partially  captured,  but  they  were  quickly  driven 
away  by  the  Fourth  Regiment  Regular  Cavalry,  and,  crossing  OveralFs 
Creek,  it  took  a  position,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Hall,  on  a 
hill  to  the  right  of  the  Nashville  pike,  from  which  it  repeatedly  shelled 
and  drove  back  the  enemy's  cavalry,  endeavoring  to  take  possession  of 
the  road. 

The  Seventy-fourth  and  Seventy-fifth  Illinois  Regiments  fell  back 
across  the  cotton-field,  and,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Jones,  who 
also  rallied  a  number  of  detachments  from  other  regiments,  made  a  de- 
termined resistance,  again  checking  the  foe.  The  fresh  troops  from  the 
reserves  here  relieved  the  brigade,  and  1  proceeded  to  the  pike,  reformed 
my  shattered  battalions,  and  supplied  them  with  ammunition. 

I  was  soon  ordered  by  Brigadier-General  Davis  to  move  up  the  pike 
and  take  position  on  the  right  of  the  line,  and  here,  exhausted,  the  men 
lay  down  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning  I  was  ordered  to  occupy  the  open  field  to  the  left 
of  the  pike,  where  I  caused  a  breastwork  to  be  thrown  up,  the  battery 
being  in  position  to  enfilade  the  enemy's  lines  attempting  an  attack.  A 
strong  force  of  skirmishers  was  thrown  out,  covering  our  front  and  right. 
The  enemy  opened  a  battery  upon  us,  but,  after  a  few  well-directed  shells 
from  Pinney's  Parrott  guns,  they  ceased  firing. 

During  the  following  day  the  constant  skirmishing  was  kept  up  on 
our  front,  and  a  number  of  prisoners  were  taken.  Late  in  the  after- 
noon we  were  ordered  to  cross  Stone's  River.  The  stream  was  swollen 
from  the  heavy  rains,  but  the  entire  brigade,  hearing  the  volleys  of 
musketry  on  the  other  side,  plunged  into  it  with  cheers  and  debouched 
upon  the  field,  which  was  still  being  contended  for,  and,  rapidly  form- 
ing, hurried  to  the  front.  All  that  stormy  night,  the  men  who  had  been 
previously  soaked  in  fording  the  river,  stood  by  their  arms  without  fires, 
the  Twenty-second  Indiana  and  Seventy -fifth  Illinois  busily  engaged  in 
constructing  a  breastwork.  During  the  night  our  pickets,  under  charge 
of  Major  Dutcher,  of  the  Seventy -fourth  Illinois,  contested  for  the  pos- 
session of  the  fields  and  woods  in  our  front,  and  advanced  a  considera- 
ble distance. 

Substantial  breastworks  were  completed  during  January  3,  under  a 
constant  fire  of  sharpshooters,  and  at  night,  in  a  pouring  rain,  the  men 
again  lay  upon  their  arms. 

At  2  o'clock  the  next  morning  the  battery  was  ordered  to  recross  the 
river,  and  at  4  o'clock,  in  a  torrent  of  rain,  the  brigade  forded  the  swol- 
len stream  and  took  its  former  position  on  the  right,  where  it  remained 
until  January  6,  when,  passing  through  Murfreesborough,  we  encamped 
at  this  place. 
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During  the  long  contest,  and  notwithstanding  the  extreme  iDclemency 
of  the  weather  and  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  no  word  of  complaint  was 
heard.  Officers  and  men  seemed  alike  anxious  to  do  their  full  duty  as 
patriot  soldiers.  In  our  advance  they  pushed  forward  boldly,  and  when 
greatly  superior  numbers  were  hurled  against  them  they  awaited  the 
onset  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  determination.  The  temporary 
confusion  which  occurred  when  they  fell  back  was  caused,  to  a  consid- 
erable extent,  by  the  large  force  of  skirmishers  thrown  out  to  check  the 
enemy,  having  been  driven  toward  the  left,  instead  of  directly  upon 
their  own  regiments.  The  deliberation  and  order  with  which  the  Sev- 
enty-fourth Illinois  retired  is  especially  commended. 

During  the  series  of  engagements  the  several  regimental  commanders 
displayed  great  persistence  and  resolution,  and  everywhere  encouraged 
their  men. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  dauntless  and  skillful 
Captain  Pinney,  whose  characteristic  conduct  elicited  compliment  even 
from  his  foes. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  reports  of  the  regimental  and  battery  com- 
manders, together  with  a  full  list  of  casualties. 

The  gallaut  bearing  of  Captain  Hale,  of  the  Seventy -fifth  Illinois,  who 
had  chief  command  of  the  skirmishers;  of  Captain  Litson,  of  the  Twen- 
ty-second Indiana,  and  of  Sergt.  P.  S.  Ferguson,  of  Company  G,  Fifty- 
ninth  Illinois,  one  of  the  skirmishers,  is  deserving  of  mention.  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Corbus,  of  the  Seventy -fifth  Illinois,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Bunce,  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Illinois,  remained  with  and  took  care  of  our 
wounded  while  the  fight  was  raging  around  them. 

The  zeal  and  decision  shown  by  Lieutenants  Jones,  Hall,  Hatch,  and 
Baker,  members  of  my  staff,  and  the  intrepidity  of  my  faithful  orderly, 
George  Fogle,  demand  my  highest  commendation. 

The  names  of  the  self-constituted  messengers,  who  carried  to  Nash- 
ville, with  such  unparalleled  celerity,  the  tidings  of  the  battle  of  Decem- 
ber 31,  have  already  been  forwarded.  In  the  hour  of  trial,  showing 
themselves  false  as  the  news  they  manufactured  and  disseminated,  their 
infamy  only  makes  more  bright  by  contrast  the  imperishable  record  of 
those  who  nobly  struggled  or  bravely  fell  in  that  unequal  contest. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  SIDNEY  POST, 
Colonelj  Commanding  First  Brigade, 

Lieut.  T.  W.  Morrison, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division, 


No.  21. 

Report  of  Capt,  Rendriclc  K  Paine,  Fifty -ninth  Illinois  Infcmtry, 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-ninth  Eeoiment  Illinois  Yolunteees, 
In  Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn,,  January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  an  order  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report : 

The  regiment  which  I  have  the  honor  to  command  broke  up  camp,  7 
miles  south  of  Nashville,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  December,  the 
men  carrying  three  days'  rations  in  their  haversacks,  all  of  our  trans- 
portation and  camp  equipage  having  been  ordered  within  the  fortifica- 
tions at  Nashville. 
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As  we  approached  Nolensville,  my  whole  regiment  was  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  where  we  did  efficient  service  in  feeling  for  the  enemy,  and 
driving  in  his  pickets,  who  took  refuge  in  the  houses  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  town  until  they  were  finally  driven  out  and  repulsed.  The  regi- 
ment was  then  assembled,  and  formed  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle  of 
the  First  Brigade,  as  it  moved  upon  the  enemy's  batteries  and  cavalry, 
south  of  the  town,  drawing  him  from  his  position  with  a  loss  of  one  or 
more  of  his  guns.  We  lay  on  our  arms  that  night  and  next  day;  moved 
forward  and  went  into  camp  near  Triune,  where  we  remained  all  the 
day  following.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th  took  up  our  line  of  march 
toward  Murfreesborough.  The  continued  heavy  firing  in  front  gave 
evidence  of  the  near  proximity  of  the  enemy.  Bivouacked  for  the  night, 
and  next  morning  (30th),  at  an  early  hour,  were  on  the  march,  moving 
by  the  front  in  line  of  battle.  By  noon  it  became  evident  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  in  our  front.  At  that  time  I  was  ordered,  with  my 
regiment,  to  support  Captain  Finney's  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery.  During 
the  p.  m.  Captain  Pinney  opened  on  the  enemy's  battery,  when  my 
men  were  exposed  to  the  shot  and  shell  of  the  enemy's  fire.  After  Cap- 
tain Pinney  had  silenced  or  driven  his  battery  from  the  field,  we  moved 
forward  and  bivouacked  until  morning.  That  night  was  very  cold,  and 
the  men  suffered  very  much  from  its  effects.  At  daylight,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  31st,  we  were  in  line  of  battle,  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  who 
appeared  to  be  moving  in  strong  force  to  our  right.  I  was  then  ordered, 
together  with  Captain  Pinney's  battery,  to  hold  ourselves  as  a  reserve, 
and  were  moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear;  at  the  same  time  the  line 
of  battle  was  formed  in  our  front,  and  the  firing  became  heavy  both  on 
our  right  and  left. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  the  enemy  was  closely  pressing  our  right, 
and  our  lines  were  rapidly  extended  in  that  direction.  At  the  same  time 
my  regiment  and  Captain  Pinney's  battery  were  ordered  to  the  front  to 
engage  the  enemy  across  an  open  field.  I  immediately  faced  my  com- 
mand in  the  direction  indicated,  and  moved  forward  in  good  order.  At 
the  same  time  the  long  lines  of  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  field,  moving  directly  to  our  front.  When  we  approached  within 
short  musket  range,  I  gave  the  order  to  fire,  and  lie  down  and  load, 
which  order  was  promptly  responded  to ;  at  the  same  instant  the  enemy's 
balls  came  whistling  over  us  in  awful  proximity  to  our  heads.  I  do  not 
know  how  long  we  remained  in  that  position,  but  my  men  poured  a 
deadly  and  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  had  laid  down  to  avoid 
its  terrible  effects,  until  regiment  after  regiment  on  our  right  gave  way, 
when  I,  reluctantly,  received  the  order  to  fall  back.  At  the  same  instant 
Cai)tain  Pinney  was  severely  wounded,  and  the  horses  from  two  of  his 
guns  were  either  disabled  or  killed,  when  my  men  gallantly  took  hold 
and  assisted  to  haul  the  guns  from  the  field  by  hand,  exposed  all  the 
while  to  a  deadly  fire  of  the  enemy's  musketry  and  grape  and  canister 
shot.  We  continued  to  move  to  the  rear  in  reasonably  good  order, 
forming  twice  and  firing  upon  the  pursuing  enemy,  until  we  were  beyond 
the  range  of  his  fire,  when  we  formed  arid  awaited  the  orders  of  our 
brigade  commander.  When  the  brigade  was  reformed,  we  took  our 
position  in  line  of  battle  in  the  front,  where  we  remained  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  and  the  succeeding  night. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  in  praise  of  the  bravery  displayed  by  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command.  All  nobly  did  their  duty.  To 
Capts.  B.  M.  Veatch  and  James  M.  Htookey,  acting  field  officers,  I  espe- 
cially return  my  thanks  for  the  efficient  aid  they  rendered  me,  and  the 
promptness  with  which  they  executed  my  orders  during  the  series  of 
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battles  and  skirmishes  in  which  we  have  been  engaged  during  this  cam- 
paign. My  regiment  took  part  in  all  the  subsequent  movements  made 
by  our  brigade  up  to  the  present  time. 

I  can't  but  admire  the  patience  and  fortitude  exhibited  by  the  officers 
and  men  of  my  command  during  the  present  campaign,  part  of  the  time 
on  short  rations,  and  all  the  time  exposed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather,  without  tents  or  blankets,  being  compelled  to  bivouac  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  without  fire,  yet  I  heard  no  complaints  uttered. 
All  were  willing  and  anxious  to  do  their  duty. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

H.  E.  PAINE, 
Captainy  Gomdg,  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry  Regiment 

Col.  P.  Sidney  Post. 


No.  22. 

Report  of  Col,  Jason  Marshy  Seventy  fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-fourth  Regt.  Illinois  Yols., 

In  Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  January  7, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Seventy -fourth  Regiment 
Illinois  Volunteers,  under  my  command,  left  camp  near  Nashville  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  early  in  the  morning,  for  Murfreesborough,  in  the  advance 
brigade.  Coming  up  in  the  afternoon,  near  Nolensville,  with  the  enemy, 
apparently  in  considerable  force,  mainly  of  cavalry  and  artillery,  my 
command  was  immediately  formed  in  a  line  of  battle  and  advanced.  A 
brisk  cannonading  was  opened  on  both  sides,  the  enemy's  shots  and 
shell  frequently  reaching  within  our  lines,  occupying  an  exposed  posi- 
tion within  shot  range,  but  no  damage  was  done.  The  enemy  soon  fall- 
ing back,  a  brisk  pursuit  was  kept  up  until  night,  when  we  bivouacked, 
without  fire,  keeping  up  constant  and  thorough  watch  against  sur- 
prise through  the  night.  The  next  day,  being  exceedingly  rainy,  we 
marched  but  about  5  miles,  without  special  incident,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night,  my  regiment  meeting  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and 
discomforts  of  the  march  with  the  fortitude  and  cheerfulness  of  veteran 
soldiers.  Resting  In  the  camp  over  the  Sabbath,  I  resumed  the  march 
early  Monday  morning  by  a  cross-road  leading  from  the  Nolensville  to  the 
Murfreesborough  turnpike;  bivouacked  at  night  in  a  drenching  rain,  on 
short  rations,  after  our  exceedingly  toilsome  day's  march  over  an  almost 
impassable  road.  The  next  morning  I  had  my  command  in  line  at  3.30 
o'clock,  standing  at  their  arms  until  daylight,  when,  resuming  the  march 
in  the  direction  of  Murfreesborough,  we  came  up  with  the  enemy  about 
noon,  and  a  slight  firing  was  kept  up  between  skirmishers  during  the 
day,  our  column  slowly  and  cautiously  advancing,  the  enemy  retreating. 

Just  at  night,  near  the  edge  of  a  cedar  thicket,  as  our  line  was  ad- 
vancing, the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  from  a  masked  battery,  within 
short  range,  making  it  necessary  for  the  entire  line  to  fall  back  a  short 
distance  to  a  line  of  battle  selected  for  the  operations  of  the  day  follow- 
ing. My  regiment,  being  directly  in  range  of  the  enemy's  fire,  M.  0. 
Felmly,  corporal,  of  Com^iany  K,  was  killed,  and  J.  B.  Gaspares,  cor- 
13oral,  of  the  same  company,  was  seriously  wounded.  A  strong  picket 
guard  was  thrown  out  about  30  rods  in  front,  which  occasionally  drew 
fire  from  the  enemy's  pickets ;  their  camp-fires  being  not  more  than 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  extending  along  the  farther  edge  of  a 
corn-field,  a  long  distance  beyond  the  extreme  right  of  our  division, 
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indicated  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy  massed  on  our  front  and  right. 
My  command  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  close  behind  a  narrow  strij3 
of  cedar  thicket,  nearly  covering  our  front,  and  skirting  a  strip  of  open 
level  ground,  about  20  rods  wide,  to  the  corn-field  occupied  by  the  en- 
emy's pickets.  Being  thus  satisfied  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy 
in  strong  force,  and  apprehending  an  attack  at  any  moment,  I  deemed 
it  necessary  to  use  the  utmost  precaution  against  surprise,  and,  accord- 
ingly, in  addition  to  general  instructions, bivouacked  without  fires,  and, 
to  maintain  a  cautious,  quiet  vigilance,  I  ordered  my  command  to 
stack  arms,  each  man  to  rest  at  the  butt  of  his  musket,  and  without 
using  his  shelter-tent,  although  the  night  was  dark,  chilly,  and  some- 
what rainy,  and  the  men  cold,  wet,  weary,  and  hungry.  I  deemed  it 
objectionable  to  use  their  sheltei  -tents,  not  only  because  of  the  hin- 
drance in  case  of  a  sudden  attack,  but  even  in  a  dark  night  they  would 
be  some  guide  to  the  enemy  to  trace  our  line.  At  a  little  before  4  a.  m. 
my  men  were  quietly  waked  up  and  formed  into  linej  remained  standing 
at  their  arms  until  moved  by  subsequent  orders. 

As  soon  as  it  became  sufficiently  light  to  discern  objects  at  a  distance, 
I  could  plainly  observe  the  enemy  moving  in  three  heavy  columns  across 
my  front  to  the  right,  one  column  striking  out  of  the  corn-field  and  mov- 
ing defiantly  along  the  edge  of  the  open  ground,  not  more  than  60  to  80 
rods  from  and  about  parallel  with  my  line.  It  was  plainly  seen  that  the 
fire  of  my  skirmishers  took  effect  in  their  ranks,  and  in  emptying  saddles, 
to  which,  however,  the  enemy  seemed  to  pay  no  attention.  This  move- 
ment continued  from  a  half  to  an  hour,  when  a  brisk  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry at  considerable  distance  to  my  right  indicated  a  rapid  advance  of 
the  enemy  on  the  right  fl.ank,  and  at  the  same  time  their  columns  were 
advancing  in  overwhelruing  force  directly  in  front,  and  extending  to  the 
left  as  far  as  could  be  seen.  At  this  time  my  command  was  ordered  to 
fall  back,  and  to  change  front  to  the  rear,  or  nearly  so,  forming  behind 
a  fence.  This  movement  was  executed  in  good  order,  without  the  least 
confusion  or  faltering.  In  the  course  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  the  ene- 
my's line  approached,  but,  as  previously  instructed  and  ordered,  my 
command  reserved  their  fire  until  within  short  range,  when  they  opened 
with  terrible  effect  upon  the  advancing  ranks,  and  holding  them  com- 
pletely in  check  until  they  had  delivered  10  to  15  rounds.  I  maintained 
this  position  until  the  regiments  on  the  right  and  left  of  me  had  fallen 
back  30  to  40  rods,  and,  the  enemy's  line  directly  in  front  breaking  and  de- 
ploying right  and  left  and  about  to  flank  me,  I  ordered  a  retreat,  which 
was  effected  in  tolerable  order ;  at  least,  without  the  least  appearance 
of  a  panic.  From  this  point,  having  fallen  back  in  a  straight  line  be- 
tween half  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  I  effected  a  stand  with  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  my  regiment,  but  could  maintain  it  only  long  enough 
to  deliver  a  few  shots. 

I  should  here  mention  that  early  in  the  morning  three  companies  of 
my  command  had  been  thrown  out  as  skirmishers,  who,  in  consequence 
of  the  first  change  of  line,  and  of  their  fidelity  and  bravery  in  discharg- 
ing their  duty,  had  been  cut  off  from  the  regiment,  and  unable  to  rally 
upon  it,  until  at  this  point. 

First  Lieutenant  Leffingwell,  in  command  of  Company  A,  came  up 
with  a  few  of  his  men,  and  rendered  most  efficient  aid  in  rallying  the 
regiment.  I  commend  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  as  indicating  an 
efficient,  faithful,  and  brave  officer.  Falling  back  from  this  line  a  short 
distance,  I  succeeded  in  rallying  about  half  of  the  regiment  in  rear  of 
the  reserve  force,  which  was  now  driving  the  enemy  back,  when,  being 
ordered  to  form  on  the  brigade,  my  command  had  no  further  part  in 
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the  fighting  of  the  day,  except  that  two  companies  of  my  regiment  were 
sent  out  just  at  night  as  skirmishers,  under  command  of  First  Lieuten- 
ant Blakesley,  who  rendered  important  service  in  a  brilliant  skirmish 
with  a  large  cavalry  force. 

The  day  following  my  regiment  was  put  in  line  of  battle  at  an  early 
hour,  and  stood  at  their  arms  till  near  night,  momentarily  expecting  to 
make  or  receive  an  attack. 

On  Friday,  just  at  night,  my  command  was  put  in  rapid  march  across 
Stone's  Eiver,  to  the  extreme  left,  where  a  fierce  battle  was  raging,  but 
was  closed  just  before  our  arrival,  by  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  Late 
in  the  evening  we  bivouacked  here,  without  fires,  in  such  close  proximity 
to  the  enemy's  line  as  to  produce  frequent  skirmishing  between  the 
pickets  during  the  night,  which  was  intensely  dark  and  stormy.  Re- 
maining here  through  the  following  day  and  night,  suffering  the  severi- 
ties of  an  almost  uninterrupted  storm,  without  fires  or  shelter,  until  4 
o'clock  Sunday  morning,  I  returned  with  my  command  to  the  camp 
previously  occuj^ied. 

The  hardsb\ps,  privations,  and  exposures  in  the  march  from  Louisville 
to  Crab  Orchard,  and  thence  to  !N"ashville,  have  been  regarded  nearly 
unendurable  hj  new  troops,  and  yet  while  they  sink  into  utter  insignifi- 
cance compared  with  those  of  our  march  and  engagements  during  these 
eight  days,  I  have  the  gratification  of  knowing  that  my  regiment  have 
met  and  endured  them  with  the  utmost  promptness,  fortitude,  and  cheer- 
fulness, facing  the  enemy  in  the  heat  of  battle  with  the  coolness,  courage, 
and  determination  of  experienced  soldiers  and  true  patriots,  ready  at 
every  call  to  face  new  danger  without  faltering,  undergoing  the  most 
extraordinary  labor  and  exposure  without  murmuring,  and  evincing 
under  all  circumstances  a  spirit  of  subordination  and  discipline  worthy 
of  the  highest  commendation. 

I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  say  that  during  all  these  trying  hardships 
the  general  health  of  the  men  has  been  better  than  at  any  time  since 
we  left  Louisville.  While  I  have  such  occasion  to  commend  the  fidelity, 
bravery,  and  good  conduct  of  all  the  officers  of  my  command,  save  one, 
I  should  fail  to  do  justice  were  I  to  omit  to  make  special  note  of  the 
cool,  persistent  courage  of  Capt.  J.  H.  Douglass,  in  remaining  at  his  post 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  of  his  promptness  and  efficiency  in  form- 
ing and  maintaining  the  lines  during  the  day.  It  is  not  to  be  presumed 
that  all  the  meritorious  acts  of  privates  will  come  within  the  personal 
observation  of  the  commander  of  a  regiment,  but  having  been  eye- 
witness of  the  fearless  bravery  and  enthusiastic  zeal  of  Private  Charles 
A.  Allen,  of  Company  E,  during  the  operations  of  Wednesday,  as  well 
as  at  other  times,  I  commend  him  as  worthy  of  promotion. 

I  desire  also  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Major  Dutcher  and 
Adjutant  Nieman,  for  their  constant  and  able  assistance  during  this 
eventful  period. 

The  casualties  in  my  command,  as  more  fully  stated  in  the  report 
herewith  forwarded,  are : 

Killed 8 

Wounded 3.5 

MissiDg : 42 

Total 85 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JASON  MARSH, 
Colonel  Seventy-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
Col.  P.  Sidney  Post, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 
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Ko.  23. 
Beport  of  Lieut  Col,  John  E.  Bennett^  Seventy-fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-fifth  Eegt.  Illinois  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  Seventy- 
fifth  Illinois  Volunteers  since  the  breaking  up  of  camp  near  IS'ashville: 

December  26,  took  up  line  of  march  and,  same  day,  engaged  in  skirmish, 
with  no  loss  j  were  ordered  to  support  the  battery,  and  soon  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  town  of  JSTolensville,  and  camped  for  the  night. 

December  27,  at  10  a.  m.,  marched  on,  while  it  rained  very  hard,  to 
Hardee's  old  camp. 

December  28,  staid  in  camp. 

December  29,  moved  on  toward  Murfreesborough,  and  camped  near 
the  enemy,  and  no  fires  allowed. 

December  30,  marched  in  line  of  battle  across  fields.  Company  I 
was  sent  in  advance,  as  skirmishers,  commanded  by  Captain  Hale. 
Soon  came  to  the  enemy,  and  fired  on  them.  The  enemy  returned  the 
fire,  and  wouoded  2  men  and  killed  Captain  Hale's  horse.  Company  I 
fell  back,  and  a  general  engagement  .commenced,  but  with  no  more  loss 
to  the  Seventy-fifth  Eegiment.  Camped  for  the  night,  and  slept  on 
their  arms. 

December  31,  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  attacked  our  right  at 
daylight,  and  our  men  fell  back  in  confusion. 

January  1,  1863,  in  camp  all  day,  and  not  engaged  in  any  fighting. 

January  2,  1863,  men  rested  near  their  arms  till  about  4  p.  m.,  when 
a  general  engagement  commenced.  The  enemy  was  driven  back  with 
great  loss.  The  Seventy-fifth  moved  to  support  our  men,  but  were  not 
engaged  in  the  fight. 

January  3,  1863,  built  breastworks  of  rails  and  logs,  and  the  men  had 
laid  by  their  arms  for  nearly  two  days,  with  no  fire,  and  rain  most  of 
the  time.  During  the  long  battle  the  men  behaved  gallantly.  The 
officers  also  performed  their  part  well.  Captain  Hale,  acting  major, 
has  shown  himself  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  but  was  compelled  to 
leave  his  regiment,  after  being  wounded  in  the  face  and  thigh.  Captain 
Watson,  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  has  taken  a  prominent  part,  and  is 
competent  to  fill  any  office  to  which  he  may  be  appointed. 

Nothing  important  has  transpired  since  January  3,  1863,  We  are 
now  camped  2  miles  south  of  Murfreesborough. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  E.  BEIS^NETT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  J  Commanding. 

Col.  P.  Sidney  Post. 


1^0.  24. 

Report  of  Col.  Michael  Gooding,  Twenty-second  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-second  Indiana  Volunteers, 

]!^ear  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  brigade  headquarters, 
I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  several  late  engagements : 

On  Friday,  the  26th of  December,  I,  with  my  regiment,  reached  Nolens- 
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ville,  where  the  enemy  were  posted  in  considerable  force.  I  threw  my 
re^nmeut  into  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  occupying  a 
strong  position  on  a  high  ridge  reaching  from  our  extreme  right  to  the 
town,  on  our  left.  The  fight  had  already  begun,  and  the  enemy  now 
opened  on  us  a  heavy  fire  of  canister  and  grape,  but,  fortunately,  too 
high,  and  no  serious  injury  was  done  us.  The  enemy's  cavalry  now 
moved  to  their  left,  with  the  evident  intention  of  gaining  our  right  flank 
or  rear,  but  in  this  attempt  they  were  foiled,  for  I  now  threw  out  a 
heavy  body  of  skirmishers,  who,  with  one  section  of  Captain  Pinney's 
Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery,  not  only  held  the  enemy  in  check,  but  drove 
them  from  their  ground.  With  the  brigade,  my  regiment  pursued  the 
fleeing  enemy,  driving  them  from  every  i)osition.  Night  now  set  in,  and 
we  bivouacked  till  morning,  lying  on  our  arms. 

From  thence  we  marched  toward  Murfreesborough.  On  the  morning 
of  the  30th  we  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  drove  them 
for  3  miles  through  a  dense  thicket  of  cedar  and  underbrush.  But  our 
advance  was  now  checked  by  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 
The  cannonading  lasted  for  some  hours,  but  with  little  effect.  Night 
now  again  set  in,  and  we  laid  down  on  our  arms,  facing  the  foe,  and 
only  300  yards  distant.  We  could  plainly  hear  the  rebels  converse  dur- 
ing the  night.  At  daylight  next  morning  they  could  be  seen  moving 
to  our  right,  by  thousands,  which  movements  were  promptly  reported. 
I  now  sent  out  five  companies  to  the  front  as  skirmishers,  instructing 
them  to  fall  back  as  our  lines  did,  which  they  did,  hotly  contesting  every 
inch  of  ground,  and  shooting  down  numbers  of  the  enemy.  With  the 
remaining  five  companies  of  my  regiment  I  took  position  on  the  right  of 
the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery.  I  was  now  on  the  extreme  right  of  our 
lines.  The  enemy  made  their  appearance  in  great  numbers,  advancing 
in  solid  column  from  the  dense  cedar  thickets  in  our  front.  On  and  on 
they  came,  nothing  daunted  at  the  heavy  charges  of  canister  and  grape 
the  battery  on  our  left  was  pouring  into  their  ranks.  When  they  had 
advanced  within  30  yards,  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  fire,  which  they  did, 
with  deliberate  aim.  Our  fire  was  returned  by  a  raking  fire  from  their 
extended  lines  of  infantry,  while  their  batteries  played  on  us  from  our 
front  and  right.  Our  battery  being  hotly  pressed,  began  to  fall  back, 
and  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  fall  back.  I  rallied  them  again  on  the 
right  of  General  Eousseau's  command,  and  took  position  on  the  right  of 
a  battery,  and  successfully  aided  in  supporting  it.  Late  in  the  evening 
of  the  same  day  I  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  division  again,  where 
we  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  January,  at  which  time  I 
was  ordered,  double-quick,  to  the  support  of  our  left  across  the  river.  I 
reached  them  just  as  the  enemy  were  giving  way  and  being  hotly  pur- 
sued by  our  forces.  Nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  during  the  night 
and  the  following  day.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  the  enemy  retired,  leav- 
ing us  undisputed  possession  of  the  field. 

I  here  wish  to  mention  the  names  of  some  of  the  ofQcers  of  my  regi- 
ment who  distinguished  themselves  by  their  courage  and  bearing : 
Oapt.  W.  H.  Taggart,  Company  C ;  Lieut.  William  F.  Eiggs,  Company 
F;  Lieut.  John  Gooding,  Company  A;  Lieut.  Patrick  Carney,  Com- 
pany T>.  Lieut.  Col.  T.  B.  Tanner  was  severely  wounded  in  the  hip 
while  at  his  post  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  Major  Shea  and  Ad- 
jutant Adams  rendered  themselves  highly  conspicuous  in  attempting  to 
rally  the  regiment,  and  by  their  bravery  and  noble  daring.  Capt.  Will- 
iam Powers,  Company  H ;  Lieut.  A.  b.  Sawyer,  Company  B ;  Lieut. 
R.  V.  Marshall,  Company  I ;  Capt.  W.  H.  Snodgrass  and  Sergt.  A.  J. 
Moss,  commanding  Company  G,  are  brave  and  good  officers,  and  did 
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their  whole  duty.  With  few  exceptions,  fche  men  of  my  regiment  fought 
with  a  willingness  and  determination  rarely  equaled.  But  while  I  make 
favorable  mention  of  the  above-named  officers,  I  cannot  but  censure  the 
conduct  of  Capt.  N.  De  Versey,  Company  A ;  Lieut.  James  McGrayel 
and  Lieut.  A.  W.  Griffith,  Company  G,  and  Lieut.  L.  C.  Orrill,  Company 
K,  who  left  the  field  in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  31st  of  December  they  went  to  Nashville,  taking  with  them 
quite  a  number  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  my  com- 
mand, most  of  whom  were  taken  prisoners  and  paroled  at  La  Vergne, 
and  who  are  still  at  Nashville. 

Yerv  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  GOODING, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiments 
Lieut.  S.  M.  Jones, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  25. 

Report  of  Col,  William  P.  Carlm,  Thirty-eiglith  Illinois  Infantry^  com- 
manding Second  Brigade, 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Eight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

January  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  brigade  since  leaving  Knob  Gap,  near  Nolens ville,  Decem- 
ber 27,  1862 : 

The  brigade  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  in 
a  heavy  rain,  in  the  direction  of  Triune,  bivouacking  within  1  mile  of 
that  place,  where  it  remained  during  the  28th,  moving  on  the  morning 
of  the  29th  in  the  direction  of  Murfreesborough. 

That  night  we  bivouacked  on  Blackman's  farm,  4 J  miles  west  of  that 
town. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  we  crossed  Overall's  Creek,  on  the 
right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  took  up  position  in  a  heavy  wood  south 
of  Asa  Griscom's  house. 

At  2  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  advance ;  passed  through  a  corn-field, 
entering  another  heavy  wood,  where  my  skirmishers  first  met  those  of 
the  enemy.  Before  making  this  advance.  Brigadier- General  Davis,  com- 
manding division,  informed  me  that  my  brigade  was  to  direct  the  move- 
ments of  the  division,  and  that  Colonels  Post  and  Woodruff,  command- 
ing, respectively,  the  First  and  Third  Brigades,  were  ordered  to  keep 
on  a  line  with  me.  My  skirmishers,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  McKee, 
Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  continued  to  drive  those  of  the  enemy 
through  the  wood  for  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile,  when  I  halted  and 
sent  a  request  to  Colonels  Post  and  Woodruff  to  keep  pace  with  my 
advance. 

At  this  point  my  skirmishers,  having  suffered  severely,  were  with- 
drawn, and  my  battery  (Second  Minnesota,  Capt.  W.  A.  Hotchkiss) 
opened  on  the  enemy  with  canister  and  spherical  case,  inflicting  serious 
damage.  I  then  threw  forward  another  line  of  skirmishers,  under  Lieu- 
ten  ant  Colonel  McMackin,  Twenty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  which  ad- 
vanced so  slowly  that  my  front  line  of  battle  soon  closed  upon  it,  driving 
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in,  however,  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy.  My  first  line  of  battle  was 
now  within  180  yards  of  the  enemy's  line,  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  William 
Smith. 

At  this  pointa  battery,  about  100  yards  west  of  the  house,  opened  with 
canister  upon  the  Twenty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  another,  on  the 
east  of  the  house,  250  yards  distant,  on  the  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teers, killing  and  wounding  a  number  of  my  men.  Here  it  was  my  in- 
tention to  halt  until  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  should  come  up,  on 
my  right  and  left,  respectively  ;  but  Col.  J.  W.  S.  Alexander,  command- 
ing Twenty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  without  instructions  from  me, 
ordered  his  regiment  to  charge  on  the  battery  in  his  front.  His  com- 
mand was  moving,  with  a  shout,  at  double-quick  step,  within  80  yards 
of  the  battery,  already  abandoned  by  its  cannoneers,  when  a  very  heavy 
fire  was  opened  upon  it  by  infantry,  which  lay  concealed  behind  fences 
and  outhouses,  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  battery.  This  fire  killed  and 
wounded  a  large  number  of  the  Twenty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  and 
threw  the  left  companies  into  some  disorder,  when  the  regiment  was 
halted  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 

The  fight  was  now  fairly  opened,  and  continued  vigorously  until 
night  by  the  front  line  of  my  infantry  and  the  battery  which  had  been 
placed  between  the  two  regiments.  The  batteries  in  our  front  were  soon 
silenced,  but  another  was  then  opened  on  my  right  flank,  distant  about 
500  yards,  which  completely  enfiladed  my  lines  and  considerably  injured 
us ;  but  this,  too,  was  driven  out  of  sight  by  Captain  Hotchkiss,  after 
a  vigorous  and  well-directed  fire. 

Again  I  sent  a  request  to  Colonels  Post  and  Woodruff  to  come  up, 
but  they  continued  to  remain  in  rear  of  my  lines.  I  maintained  my 
position  during  the  night,  having  at  dark  relieved  my  front  line  by  the 
Thirty-eighth  Illinois  and  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Volunteers. 

My  loss  during  this  day,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  was  about 
175  officers  and  men.  Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  December  31, 
perceiving  indications  of  an  advance  by  the  enemy,  I  retired  my  battery 
about  200  yards.  At  daylight  the  enemy  advanced.  Seeing  that  the 
troops  on  the  right  and  left  of  my  line  would  not  come  up,  I  fell  back, 
with  my  infantry  on  a  line  with  my  battery,  and  made  a  stand ;  the 
Twenty-first  Illinois  Volunteers  about  200  yards  to  the  rear,  and  on  the 
right  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Volunteers;  the  Fifteenth 
Wisconsin  Volunteers  were  posted  on  the  rocks  in  front  of  my  battery, 
and  the  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers  on  the  left  of  the  One  hundred 
and  first  Ohio  Volunteers. 

My  men  were  falling  rapidly  on  the  front  line,  and,  wishing  to  in- 
crease the  fire  on  the  enemy,  I  sent  an  order  to  Colonel  Alexander  to 
advance  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Volun- 
teers, and  to  Colonel  Heg,  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  to  form  on 
fjhe  left  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  to  my  battery  to 
retire.  To  my  surprise,  I  received  a  reply  from  Colonel  Alexander  that 
he  was  already  so  hotly  engaged  that  he  could  not  come  forward.  The 
startling  intelligence  jwas  also  at  this  moment  communicated  to  me,  by 
one  of  my  orderlies,  that  all  our  forces  on  our  right  had  left  the  ground. 
Immediately  afterward  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  from  the 
enemy,  from  my  right  flank  and  rear,  unmistakably  announced  that  I 
was  also  attacked  from  that  direction. 

On  my  left  Woodruff's  brigade  had  left  the  ground.  My  command 
was  thus  exposed  to  fire  from  all  points,  except  the  left  of  my  rear. 
When  t)o  late  to  retire  in  good  order,  I  found  that  I  wa«  overpowered, 
and  but  a  moment  was  wanting  to  place  my  brigade  in  the  hands  of 
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the  foe.  I  decided  to  retreat  by  the  left  flank,  wl  en  my  horse  was  shot 
under  mo  and  myself  struck,  and  all  my  staff  and  orderlies  dismounted 
or  otherwise  engaged,  which  prevented  me  from  communicating  the 
order  to  the  regimental  commanders.  The  rear  line,  then  consisting  of 
the  Twenty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  was  the  first  to  withdraw,  by  the 
order  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McMackin,then  commanding.  Colonel  Alex- 
ander having  been  wounded.  Colonel  Stem  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wooster,  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Volunteers,  having  been 
shot  down,  and  the  ranks  of  the  regiment  dreadfully  thinned  by  the  fire 
of  the  enemy,  it  gave  way  and  retreated.  The  Thirty-eighth  Illinois 
Volunteers  held  its  position  until  the  enemy  was  within  a  few  steps,  and 
then  retired.  This  regiment  would  have  suffered  far  more  severely  in 
its  retreat  had  not  a  heavy  fire  from  the  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teers, judiciously  posted  by  Colonel  Heg  to  its  left  and  rear,  kept  the 
enemy  in  check  until  it  had  left  the  wood  and  partially  reformed  along 
the  fence,  on  the  right  of  the  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  where 
an  effective  fire  was  kept  up,  holding  the  enemy  at  bay. 

This  only  gave  the  foe  on  our  right  and  left  the  more  time  to  envelop 
us.  All  that  now  remained  of  my  brigade  crossed  two  open  fields  and 
entered  a  wood  about  200  yards  east  of  Griscom's  house. 

The  regiments  were  painfully  reduced  in  numbers,  but  I  formed  a 
line  at  this  point,  and  several  volleys  of  musketry  and  artillery  were 
fired  with  destructive  effect  upon  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  5  but  the  foe 
was  still  on  our  right  at  Griscom's  house,  with  none  of  our  forces  at 
that  point  to  oppose  them,  and  being  informed  that  General  Davis  had 
ordered  a  still  farther  withdrawal,  I  retired  my  command  about  half  a 
mile  to  our  rear,  and  again  endeavored  to  rally  the  men,  but  it  was 
evident  that  they  were  so  utterly  discouraged  that  no  substantial  good 
could  result,  while  no  supports  were  in  sight. 

At  another  point,  about  half  a  mile  farther  to  our  rear,  I  rallied  all 
who  could  be  found,  and  took  a  strong  position  in  the  edge  of  a  cedar 
grove,  holding  it  until  the  enemy  came  up,  when  my  men  fired  one  vol- 
ley, and  broke  without  orders.  I  conducted  them  to  the  rear,  passing 
through  the  lines  of  our  reserves,  and  halted  at  the  railroad,  where  we 
remained  during  the  afternoon  collecting  our  scattered  men. 

During  the  two  days'  fight  the  loss  of  officers  was  so  great  that  some 
companies  had  not  one  to  command  them,  and  others  not  even  a  ser- 
geant. Our  regimental  colors  were  all  borne  off'  the  field  flying,  though 
four  color- bearers  in  succession,  of  the  Twenty -first  Illinois  Volunteers, 
were  shot  down,  and  two  of  the  color-guard  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  three  of  the  color-guard  of  the  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teers, and  four  of  the  color-guard  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio 
Volunteers  fell.     Our  artillery  was  all  brought  off  in  safety. 

I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  many  officers,  who  were  ornaments  to  our 
army,  and  who  will  be  mourned  by  all  who  knew  them.  Col.  L.  Stem, 
One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Volunteers ;  Lieut.  Col.  David  McKee,  Fif- 
teenth Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  Lieut.  Col.  M.  F.  Wooster,  One  hun- 
dred and  first  Ohio  Volunteers,  were  unsurpassed  in  all  the  qualities 
that  make  up  the  brave  soldier,  the  true  gentleman,  and  the  pure 
patriot.  Capt.  James  P.  Mead,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers,  fell, 
shot  three  times,  while  bravely  fighting  the  enemy  with  his  revolver 
after  his  regiment  had  retired.  Lieut.  John  L.  Dillon,  Thirty-eight 
Illinois  Volunteers,  commanding  Company  E,  fought  with  a  musket  until 
he  was  shot  once,  when  he  drew  his  sword  and  cheered  on  his  men  till 
he  fell  dead.  Other  instances  of  equal  gallantry  were  observed  in  the 
other  regiments,  but  to  recount  all  would  give  my  report  an  undue 
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length.  The  long,  sad  list  of  killed  and  wounded  forms  the  truest  eulo- 
gium  on  the  conduct  of  the  troops  composing  this  brigade,  and  it  is  by 
that  list  I  wish  it  to  be  judged. 

Of  the  10  field  officers  of  the  regiments.  3  were  killed  and  2  wounded. 
Seven  horses  were  shot  under  the  regimental,  field,  and  staff  officers.  Of 
my  orderlies.  Private  Pease,  Company  B,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
had  his  horse  shot  under  him  while  carrying  my  orders.  Private 
Knox,  same  company,  also  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  while 
endeavoring  to  procure  another  horse  for  me  was  wounded  by  a  grape- 
shot  and  again  by  a  Mini^  ball,  and  Corporal  Hart,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois 
Volunteers,  was  stunned  and  disabled  by  a  cannon  ball. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  special  attention  of  the  general  com- 
manding the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  to  Col.  John  W.  S.  Alexander, 
Twenty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  Col.  Hans  C.  Heg,  Fifteenth  Wis- 
consin Volunteers.  While  every  field  officer  under  my  command  did  his 
duty  faithfully.  Colonels  Alexander  and  Heg,  in  my  opinion,  proved 
themselves  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  Had  such  men  as  these  been  in 
command  of  some  of  our  brigades,  we  should  have  been  spared  the 
shame  of  witnessing  the  rout  of  our  troops  and  the  disgraceful  panic, 
encouraged,  at  least,  by  the  example  and  advice  of  officers  high  in 
command. 

Lieut.  Col.  D.  H.  Gilmer,  commanding  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volun- 
teers, was  always  at  his  post  and  attending  to  his  duty.  Maj.  Isaac  M. 
Kirby,  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Volunteers,  took  command  of  the 
regiment  after  the  fall  of  the  brave  Colonels  Stem  and  Wooster,  and 
conducted  it  to  the  rear,  reduced  to  about  100  men. 

Capt.  W.  A.  Hotchkiss,  commanding  Second  Minnesota  Battery,  and 
all  his  officers  and  men,  deserve  credit  for  their  gallantry  in  the  fight, 
and  energy  in  preventing  the  loss  of  the  battery. 

Among  the  staff  officers  of  this  army  who  made  themselves  useful  in 
rallying  the  scattered  men.  Dr.  L.  F.  Eussell,  Second  Minnesota  Battery ; 
Lieut.  S.  M.  Jones,  Fifty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers  j  Captain  Thruston, 
aide-de-camp  to  Major-General  McCook,  and  Chaplain  Wilkins,  Twenty- 
first  Illinois  Volunteers,  came  especially  under  my  observation. 

On  the  night  of  December  33  this  brigade  was  ordered  to  take  up  posi- 
tion near  the  Nashville  pike,  4  miles  from  Murfrees borough. 

January  1,  1863,  slight  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  continued  during 
the  day,  in  which  we  killed  several,  capturing  13  prisoners  and  paroling 
11  others,  wounded. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  January  2,  while  hard  fighting  was  progressing  on  our 
l^ft,  I  received  orders  from  General  Eosecrans  to  report  to  him  in  person. 
He  directed  me  to  take  my  command  to  the  left,  form  it  in  two  lines, 
and,  should  I  find  our  forces  repulsed  by  the  enemy,  to  allow  our  men 
to  pass  through  my  lines,  and,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  give  a 
whoop  and  a  yell,  and  go  at  ^em.  With  a  brigade  which,  in  three  days' 
hard  fighting,  had  been  reduced  from  2,000  to  700  and  greatly  dis- 
couraged, I  felt  serious  apprehension  that  I  would  not  be  able  to  fulfill 
the  expectations  of  the  general,  and,  to  prepare  him  for  such  a  result, 
I  informed  him  of  the  condition  of  my  brigade.  He  said,  "Tell  them 
they  must  do  it  for  us  and  for  the  country."  I  told  him  I  would  do  my 
best.  My  men  fell  into  ranks  with  the  utmost  alacrity  and  marched  to 
the  scene  of  the  conflict,  a  great  portion  of  the  way  on  the  double-quick, 
crossing  Stone's  River  at  a  ford.  All  apprehensions  that  I  had  pre- 
viously entertained  now  vanished.  I  felt  confident  that  they  would  not 
only  charge  the  enemy,  but  would  repulse  them.  Before  reaching  the 
ground  designated,  however,  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  already  been 
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driven  back  in  confusion.  I  continued  my  march,  and,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Brigadier-General  Davis,  placed  my  command  in  the  advance, 
relieving  the  command  of  Colonel  Hazen.  It  was  now  dark.  We  main- 
tained our  ground  till  the  morning  of  January  4,  when  we  returned  to 
our  position  on  the  right. 

My  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  engagement  at  Knob 
Gap,  near  Nolensville,  December  26,  and  the  battles  of  December  30 
and  31,  1862,  and  in  front  of  the  enemy  east  of  Stone's  Eiver,  January 
2  and  3,  1863,  is  as  follows : 


Cuauxuiixd. 


Kili»d. 


Wounded. 


o 


21st  Tllinoie 

38tli  Illinois 

101st  Ohio   

15tli  WiscoDsrn 

2d   Minnesota  Eattery 


^ 


Total - 


55 
32 
19 
13 
3 


ISO 

104 

121 

65 

5 


Missing. 


J^ 


59 
34 
66 
33 
1 


10  I     122 


20       475 


193 


o 
H 


303 
177 
212 
119 
10 


821 


I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  obligations  to  the 
following  named  officers  of  my  staff  for  their  zeal,  fidelity,  and  courage 
in  all  the  severe  engagements  embraced  in  this  report,  viz  :  Capt.  S.  P. 
Voris,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral ;  Capt.  W.  0.  Harris,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers ;  Lieut. 
Albert  Woodbury,  Second  Minnesota  Battery,  and  Lieut.  Walter  E. 
Carlin,  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Volunteers.  Also  to  my  faithful  orderlies, 
Pease,  Knox,  Amick,  and  Hart.  Private  Alexander  0.  Hosmer,  One 
hundred  and  first  Ohio  Volunteers,  my  clerk,  though  not  required  to  go 
into  the  battle,  was  constantly  at  my  side  to  carry  my  orders. 

Eegimental  reports  and  lists  of  casualties  are  herewith  inclosed ;  also 
a  report  of  the  engagement  at  Knob  Gap,  near  Nolensville,  December 
26, 1862. 

A  topographical  sketch,  showing  the  ground  passed  over  and  posi- 
tions occupied  by  this  brigade  on  December  30  and  31, 1862,  is  herewith 
inclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  CAELIK, 
Colonel  Thirty -eigJith  Illinois  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

Lieut.  T.  W.  Morrison, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  26. 

Report  of  Maj,  Isaac  M,  Kirhy^  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Infantry, 

Kear  Murfreesborough, 

January  5,  1863. 
Captain  :  On  the  morning  of  December  26,  1862,  in  our  proper  posi- 
tion in  the  brigade,  the  regiment  (Colonel  Stem  commanding)  marched 
from  our  camp,  near  NashviUe,  out  on  the  Edmondson  pike.    Com- 
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missioned  officers  reported  for  duty,  Col.  Leander  Stem,  Lieut.  Col.  M. 
F.  Wooster,  3Iaj.  I.  M.  Kirby,  Adjt.  Leonard  D.  Smith,  First  Surg.  T. 
M.  Cook,  Asst.  Surg.  Walter  Caswell,  Second  Lieut.  D.  H.  Fox,  Com- 
pany A ;  First  Lieut.  S.  B.  Beckwith,  Company  B  j  Capt.  B.  B.  Mc- 
Donald and  Second  Lieut.  John  B.  Biddle,  Company  C ;  Second  Lieut. 
John  M.  Latimer,  jr..  Company  D  ;  First  Lieut.  Lyman  Parcher  and 
Second  Lieut.  R.  D.  Lord,  Company  E ;  First  Lieut.  A.  R.  Hilly er.  Com- 
pany F;  Capt.  John  Messer  and  First  Lieut.  John  P.  Fleming,  Com- 
pany G ;  Second  Lieut.  J.  I.  NefiP,  Company  H ;  Capt.  N.  M.  Barnes 
and  Second  Lieut.  H.  A.  Taggart,  Company  I ;  Second  Lieut.  P.  F. 
Cline,  Company  K,  and  Ml  enlisted  men. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  regiment  formed  in  line  of 
battle  to  attack  the  enemy  near  Nolensville.  Deploying  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers, we  moved  to  the  front  about  a  half  a  mile,  with  some  little 
firing  on  the  part  of  our  skirmishers,  who  succeeded  in  capturing  2 
prisoners.  While  halting  at  this  point,  the  enemy  w^as  discovered  at- 
tempting to  plant  a  battery  on  a  hill  one-half  or  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  distant.  By  order  of  Colonel  Carlin,  the  regiment  was  wheeled 
into  line,  bayonets  fixed,  and  moved  forward  to  take  that  battery  at  all 
hazards.  The  enemy  retired  on  our  approach.  We  were  again  moved 
forward,  by  the  right  of  companies  to  the  front,  on  the  enemy  in  their 
new  position,  a  mile  distant  from  this  point.  Forward  we  marched, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  shell.  Arriving  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
enemy's  battery,  we  formed  into  line,  and,  led  by  Colonel  Stem,  charged 
at  double-quick,  succeeding,  together  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  in 
taking  one  gun  and  4  prisoners.  We  were  again  ordered  forward  a 
short  distance,  but  soon  called  off  to  rest  for  the  night.  Our  loss  was 
3  men  wounded.  Second  Lieutenant  Cline  fell  from  the  ranks  on  the 
last  charge  5  afterward  reported  himself  stunned  by  concussion  of  shell. 

The  next  day,  December  27,  we  marched  out  near  Knob  Gap,  where 
^e  rested  till  Monday  morning,  December  29,  when  we  again  took  up 
our  line  of  march  on  the  Murfreesborough  road,  going  into  camp,  near 
this  place,  soon  after  dark. 

At  or  near  10  o'clock,  Tuesday  morning,  December  30,  the  regiment 
was  moved  forward  in  "double  column  at  half  distance,''  supporting  the 
Twenty-first  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers.  About  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon the  Twenty-first  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  the  One  hundred 
and  first  lying  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  supporting  the  Second  Min- 
nesota Battery,  which  was  engaging  a  battery  of  the  enemy.  Just  at 
dark  the  Twenty-first  fell  back  through  our  lines,  leaving  us  in  front. 
This  day  our  loss  was  2  men  wounded.  Before  moving  forward,  Second 
Lieutenant  Cline  reported  himself  unfit  for  duty,  and  permission  was 
granted  him  to  go  to  the  rear.  Immediately  upon  taking  the  front  for 
the  night,  we  advanced  a  picket  line.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to 
sleep  on  their  arms.  Ten  men  were  kept  on  guard  immediately  in  front 
of  the  regimental  lines,  and  one  field  officer  constantly  on  the  watch 
during  the  night. 

At  early  daylight,  Wednesday  morning,  December  31,  the  enemy  was 
discovered  moving  in  heavy  force  to  our  right ;  soon  after  their  skir- 
mishers opened  fire  on  us  from  the  front.  By  order  of  Colonel  Carlin, 
Colonel  Stem  moved  his  line  forward  about  a  hundred  yards,  when  the 
firing  became  quite  brisk.  Soon  after,  Colonel  Stem  was  ordered  to  fall 
back  to  his  former  position,  sling  knapsacks,  and  form  a  new  line  a  short 
distance  to  the  rear,  which  he  performed  in  good  order.  Here  the  firing 
was  very  severe.  Our  forces  falling  back  on  our  right,  without  our 
knowledge,  the  enemy  turned  our  right  flank,  and  poured  a  terrific  cross- 
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fire  upon  our  lines,  which  we  were  unable  to  stand;  consequently  the 
regiment  fell  back  in  some  disorder.  It  was  at  this  time  Colonel  Stem 
and  Lieut.  Col.  Moses  F.  Wooster  fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  gal- 
lantly and  nobl^  attempting  to  hold  the  regiment  in  line.  Colonel  Stem 
fell  just  as  he  had  called  out,  "Stand  by  your  colors,  boys,  for  the  honor 
of  the  good  old  State  of  Ohio."  We  again  succeeded  in  rallying  the 
regiment  at  the  fence,  just  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  where  we  stood 
under  a  terrific  fire  until  we  had  permission  from  Colonel  Carlin  to  re- 
treat. Then  the  march  became  quite  disorderly,  through  the  corn-field 
and  cotton-field,  to  the  edge  of  the  timber,  where  we  again  rallied ;  were 
in  turn  driven  from  there ;  rallied  again  in  the  woods ;  marched  in  good 
order  to  a  new  line  of  battle ;  were  finally  ordered  from  that  position, 
and  formed  in  front  of  a  dense  cedar  thicket,  from  which  position  we 
were  soon  driven  in  some  confusion ;  but  we  rallied  about  30  men  on  the 
colors,  and  led  them  back  into  the  cedars,  but  were  driven  from  that, 
and  rallied  for  the  last  time  on  the  railroad,  from  which  position  we 
were  marched  with  the  brigade  a  short  distance  to  the  rear,  and  rested 
till  near  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  At  this  time  there  were  present 
Captain  McDonald,  Captain  Messer,  Captain  Barnes,  Adjutant  Smith, 
Lieutenant  Fox,  Lieutenant  Latimer,  Lieutenant  jS'eff,  Lieutenant  Par- 
cher,  and  Lieutenant  Beckwith,  all  of  whom  performed  their  whole  duty 
nobly  during  the  entire  day. 

We  were  moved  from  here  to  a  position  in  front,  west  of  the  railroad, 
which  we  occupied  till  Friday  afternoon,  January  2,  about  4  o'clock, 
when  we  were  taken  on  double-quick  to  the  left  of  the  lines,  and  lay  in 
line  of  battle  during  the  night  and  till  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  Jan- 
uary 3,  at  which  time,  being  quite  sick.  Colonel  Carlin  granted  me  per- 
mission to  go  to  the  fires  in  the  rear.  Captain  McDonald,  assuming 
command,  reports  to  me  that  the  regiment  was  not  actively  en  imaged 
from  that  time  till  3  o'clock  a.  m.  Sunday,  January  4,  when  they  were 
relieved  and  marched  to  this  place,  where  I  joined  the  regiment  early 
Sunday  morning,  though  not  able  for  duty. 

The  loss  in  the  regiment,  so  far  as  I  have  yet  ascertained,  is.  Col. 
Leander  Stem,  mortally  wounded,  died  at  6  o'clock  Januarys,  1863;  Lieut. 
Col.  Moses  F.  Wooster,  mortally  wounded,  died  January  1,  1863 ;  First 
Lieut.  Asa  K.  Hillyer,  mortally  wounded,  died  January  4,  1863 ;  Sec- 
ond Lieut.  John  B.  Biddle,  killed  on  the  field ;  First  Lieut.  John  P. 
Fleming,  wounded  in  the  arm,  supposed  to  be  a  prisoner;  Second 
Lieut.  E.  D.  Lord,  slightly  wounded ;  killed,  15  enlisted  men ;  wounded, 
122 ;  missing,  92.* 

Second  Lieut.  Henry  A.  Taggart  I  have  not  seen  since  early  in  the 
morning,  December  25,  1862,  but  think  he  has  gone  to  Kashville.  He 
was  quite  unwell,  and  excused  by  the  surgeon,  and  may  have  been  taken 
to  a!^ashville  on  account  of  sickness.  It  is  difficult  to  make  selections  of 
commanding  officers  for  gallant  conduct,  when  all  who  are  now  present 
performed  their  duty  so  gallantly,  but  cannot  lose  this  opportunity  to 
thank  Capt.  John  Messer  and  First  Lieut.  Lyman  Parcher  for  their 
(Jetermined  efforts  during  the  battle  to  serve  their  country  and  sus- 
tain the  reputation  of  the  regiment.  To  Adjt.  Leonard  D.  Smith  I  am 
particularly  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  and  the  heroic  examples 
he  gave  others.  Color  Sergt.  James  M.  Eoberts  deserves  mention  here 
for  gallant  conduct.  He  never  faltered,  always  planted  the  colors 
promptly  where  directed,  and  never  moved  them  till  ordered.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  Orderly  Sergt.  Samuel  Strayer,  commanding  Com 
pany  K,  for  maaaging  his  company  well  till  he  fell,  wounded,  on  the 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  208. 
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field,  and  to  Orderly  Sergt.  Isaac  P.  Eule,  for  taking  command  of 
Company  I  from  January  1  to  January  5^  Captain  Barnes  being  sick 
and  unfit  for  field  duty. 

First  Lieut.  Asa  R.  Hillyer  and  Second  Lieut.  John  B.  Biddle  fell 
while  heroically  attempting  to  rally  their  men.  The  regim^^nt  has  lost 
in  them  officers  whose  i)laces  cannot  be  filled,  and  the  country  patriots 
who  served  faithfully  to  the  last. 

The  regiment  is  particularly  indebted  to  Asst.  Surg.  Walter  Caswell 
for  gallantly  staying  by  them  under  the  heaviest  fire. 

We  have  now  present  for  duty  10  commissioned  officers  and  178  en- 
listed men.    Present,  on  detached  service,  15  enlisted  men,  and  report 
19  enlisted  men  known  to  have  gone  to  Nashville, 
liespectfully, 

I.  M.  KIRBY, 
Major  J  Comdg,  One  hundred  and  first  Begt  Ohio  Vol.  Infty, 

Capt.  Samuel  P.  Voris, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  27. 

Report  of  Col.  William  E,  Woodruffs  commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Headquabters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Right  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
First  Division,  of  the  right  wing,  in  the  five  days'  battle  before  Mur- 
freesborough. 

This  brigade  having  held  the  advanced  position  on  Overall's  Creek 
in  the  afternoon  and  night  of  Monday,  December  29,  was  the  base  of 
formation  for  the  line  of  battle  on  Tuesday  morning.  At  an  early  hour 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  I  received  instructions  that  we  would  move 
forward  in  line  of  battle. 

I  was  directed  to  join  my  left  with  Brigadier-General  SilPs  brigade, 
holding  the  right  of  the  Second  Division,  under  Brigadier-General  Sheri- 
dan, and  that  Colonel  Carlin-,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade  of  the 
First  Division,  would  connect  his  line  with  my  right. 

This  brigade  was  accordingly  formed  in  two  lines,  the  Thirty-fifth  Illi- 
nois Regiment,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Chandler,  on  the  right  5  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Illinois  Regiment,  Col.  T.  D.  Williams  commanding,  on  the  left,  in 
the  first  line  of  battle,  and  the  Eighty-first  Indiana  Regiment,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Timberlake,  in  the  second  line  in  reserve,  the  extreme 
left  on  the  right  of  [the  Wilkinson?]  turnpike;  the  Eighth  Wisconsin 
Battery,  of  four  guns,  Captain  Carpenter  commanding,  being  placed  in 
the  interval  between  Brigadier- General  SilPs  right  and  my  left.  My 
front  was  curtained  with  two  companies  of  skirmishers,  detailed  from 
the  Twenty-fifth  and  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  Regiments,  under  the  com- 
mand and  immediate  supervision  of  Major  Mcllwaiu,  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Illinois  Regiment.  The  commands  to  my  right  and  left  were 
formed  in  the  same  manner. 

We  moved  forward  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  30th,  at  about  10 
O'clock,  and  halted  on  the  edge  of  a  large  cotton-field,  immediately  in 
front  of  a  wood  running  parallel  with  the  turnpike,  our  lines  facing  Mur- 
freesborough,  which  was  in  a  southeasterly  direction.  This  was  about 
11  a.  m. 
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'No  enemy  being  visible  in  our  front,  I  caused  a  few  shells  to  be 
thro^  n  into  the  woods  beyond,  but  met  no  response.  The  topography 
of  the  country  in  this  line  and  in  my  front  was  a  cotton-field,  which  we 
then  occupied,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  was  a  belt  or  strip  of  timber, 
ending  at  a  corn-field  on  my  left  and  front,  and  immediately  in  front  of 
Brigadier-General  SilPs  right.  This  corn-field  extended  to  a  narrow, 
heavy-timbered  wood,  bordered  by  a  rail  fence.  Beyond  this  timber 
was  a  corn-field,  receding  toward  a  ravine,  terminated  by  a  bluff'  wood 
bank,  along  the  foot  of  which,  in  the  ravine,  was  the  enemy's  line  of 
battle,  with  its  supports  and  artillery  on  the  elevation. 

We  remained  in  position  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  my  skirmishers 
were  ordered  forward  to  occupy  the  belt  of  timber,  which  they  did. 
Major  Mcllwain,  who  was  in  command,  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  were  in  the  farthest  wood  to  our  front  and  left,  and  desired 
me  to  send  him  a  further  support  of  one  company,  which  was  sent  him, 
with  orders  to  press  their  skirmishers  back.  The  skirmishing  soon  com- 
menced briskly,  and  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance,  which  it  did  in 
admirable  order,  and  was  halted  in  the  first  belt  of  timber. 

Desiring  to  know  the  position  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  the  situation 
of  their  skirmishers,  I  proceeded  to  the  line  of  skirmishers,  to  assist  in 
directing  their  movements  and  urge  them  on,  and,  having  given  them 
directions  in  person,  returned  to  my  command,  to  be  ready  to  move  for- 
ward to  their  support.  The  wood  was  so  thick  and  brushy  on  my  right 
that  it  was  difficult  to  see  farther  than  the  left  of  the  Second  Brigade ; 
but  as  I  discovered  it  advancing,  we  moved  forward  also,  to  protect  its 
tiank.  Sheridan's  division  had  halted  some  100  yards  in  rear  of  my  bri- 
gade, his  line  of  skirmishers  joining  my  line  of  battle. 

At  this  juncture  my  skirmishers  commenced  falling  back  rapidly, 
and  I  endeavored  to  get  the  officer  in  command  of  those  of  Sheridan's 
division  to  advance  to  their  support,  as  those  of  my  brigade  had  not 
only  driven  the  enemy  from  my  front,  but  General  Sill's  also;  but,  as 
he  had  no  orders  to  move  forward,  he  refused.  The  emergency  being 
imminent.  Colonel  Williams  was  ordered  to  detach  the  left  company 
of  his  regiment,  and  deploy  it  forward  as  skirmishers,  to  relieve  or 
strengthen  those  engaged,  as  circumstances  might  require,  while  the 
brigade  was  advanced  to  support  them. 

The  command  pressed  forward  in  splendid  order,  and  soon  became 
hotly  engaged,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  through  the  wood  and  corn- 
field in  their  own  lines.  As  we  were  now  far  in  advance  of  any  sup- 
port upon  the  left,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  halt  and  wait  for  them  to 
come  up,  and,  therefore,  took  position  in  rear  of  the  rail  fence,  my  right 
nearly  at  right  angles  to  my  line  of  battle,  thereby  obtaining  an  oblique, 
as  well  as  direct,  fire;  but  the  space  to  be  occupied  by  this  brigade  was 
so  great  that  the  Eighty-first  Indiana  Kegiment  was  ordered  up  to  com- 
plete my  line,  thereby  leaving  me  no  reserves. 

The  battery  was  placed  in  the  angle  of  the  fence  to  protect  my  right 
and  front.  Shortly  after  taking  this  position,  Brigadier-General  Sill 
joined  me  on  the  left.  We  remained  in  position,  receiving  a  heavy  fire, 
and  occasionally  replying  with  shell,  until  toward  night,  when  the  enemy 
opened  a  heavy  artillery  fire^  apparently  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Carlin's 
brigade.  Thus,  discovering  their  battery,  and  mine  being  in  good  range 
and  position  to  enfilade  theirs,  Captain  Cari)enter  was  ordered  to 
silence  their  battery,  which  he  did  in  handsome  style  in  about  five  min- 
utes. 

An  attack  of  infantry  was  then  made  from  the  same  point  on  Colonel 
Carlir,  and  as  their  lines  presented  the  same  advantage,  Captain  Car- 
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penter  again  opened  fire  with  sach  terrific  effect  that  their  yells  of  pain, 
terror,  and  auguish,  as  our  shells  exploded  in  their  dense  ranks,  could 
be  distinctly  heard  where  we  stood.  So  wsll  was  the  battery  served 
that  their  attack  ceased,  and  darkness  closed  the  conflict. 

We  slept  on  oar  arms  without  fires,  prepared  for  the  battle  which  we 
well  knew  would  open  on  the  morrow.  During  the  night  we  discovered 
what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  continued  movement  of  troops,  which  led 
me  to  believe  that  the  enemy  were  massing  troops  on  our  right,  which 
information  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  my  immediate  superior.  Brig- 
adier General  Davis. 

As  soon  as  day  dawned  I  examined  the  line  of  battle,  and,  as  I  had 
no  supports,  placed  three  pieces  in  battery  on  my  left,  and  pointed  out 
to  Brigadier-General  Sill  the  weakness  of  the  line  at  this  point,  and 
requested  him  to  order  up  some  regiments  of  his  brigade,  held  in  re- 
serve, to  strengthen  his  right  and  protect  my  left,  feeling  certain  that 
the  enemy  meditated  an  attack,  and  that  it  would  be  made  at  that  place. 
He  agreed  with  me,  and  immediately  ordered  up  two  regiments,  which 
remained  there  but  a  short  time,  and  then  resumed  their  former  positions 
as  reserves.  Deeming  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  of  paramount  impor- 
tance, I  dispatched  a  staff  officer  to  Brigadier-General  Davis  to  give 
him  the  information.  Afterward  the  general  informed  me  that  I  must 
hold  the  position  as  best  I  could,  for  he  had  no  supports  to  send  me. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  )the  withdrawal  of  the  reserves  ordered 
up  by  Brigadier-General  Sill,  the  enemy  made  their  attack  in  five  heavy 
lines,  and  we  were  immediately  engaged.  Captain  Carpenter's  battery 
opened  with  terrific  effect  with  grape  and  canister,  and  they  were  mowed 
down  as  grass  beneath  the  sickle,  while  the  infantry  poured  in  a  well- 
directed  and  very  destructive  fire.  Sheltered  by  the  rail  fence,  they 
were  partially  protected,  and  fired  with  the  cooluess  of  veterans. 

As  soon  as  the  battle  became  general,  the  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin, 
which  joined  my  left,  gave  way,  leaving  my  battery  and  left  flank  ex- 
posed to  an  enfilading  fire.  I  finally  succeeded  in  rallying  them  as  a 
reserve.  At  this  moment  the  right  of  Brigadier- General  SilFs  brigade 
commenced  to  swing  to  the  rear,  and  Colonel  Carlin's  was  discovered 
falling  steadily  back. 

I  then  received  orders  to  take  position  to  the  rear,  some  300  yards,  in 
the  belt  of  timber.  I  informed  the  staff'  oflacer  who  brought  the  order 
that  we  could  maintain  our  position  if  supported.  He  said  the  order 
was  peremptory,  and  I  hastened  to  execute  it,  but  not  until  I  was  flanked 
both  on  the  right  and  left.  The  brigade  moved  to  the  rear  in  good 
order,  and  halted  on  the  new  line ;  but  the  right  and  left  continuing  the 
march,  and  being  severely  pressed,  we  made  a  vigorous  charge  and 
drove  the  enemy  l3ack  in  our  front,  and,  strange  to  say,  not  only  carried 
our  point,  but  swung  the  enemy's  lines  upon  right  and  left  with  it. 

Had  we  been  supported  here,  they  would  have  been  routed  ;  as  it  was, 
we  regained  our  position  occupied  when  the  battle  opened,  but  could 
hold  it  but  a  moment,  when  we  were  forced  to  yield  to  superior  num- 
bers, and  steadily  fell  back  to  the  ground  from  which  the  charge  was 
first  made.  From  this  point  we  charged  a  second  time,  compelling  the 
enemy  to  yield  ground,  but  our  ammunition  beginning  to  fail,  and  no 
wagons  to  be  found  from  which  to  replcDish  the  stock,  the  brigade  was 
ordered  to  hold  its  position  as  best  it  could,  and,  if  pressed  too  hard,  to 
fall  steadily  back  until  the  battery  could  be  got  into  position  to  protect 
their  movement  across  the  cotton-field.  I  placed  the  battery  in  position, 
and  gave  the  officer  in  command  (Sergeant  German)  directions  where  to 
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fire,  pointing  out  to  bim  the  position  of  tb*e  brigade,  and  what  he  was 
reiiuired  to  do. 

The  ammunition  of  the  regiments  now  entirely  failing,  and  a  perfect 
rout  appearing  to  have  taken  place,  the  brigade  fell  back  to  the  ground 
occupied  by  them  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday.  At  this  time  the  whole 
wing  was  in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  I  used  every  endeavor  to  rally 
and  organize  them,  but  without  avail.  There  seemed  to  be  no  fear,  no 
panic,  but  a  stolid  indifference,  which  was  unaccountable.  Officers  and 
men  passed  to  the  rear  ;  no  words  or  exhortation  could  prevent  them. 
In  three  different  positions  I  used  every  exertion  to  reform  our  lines, 
but  it  became  impossible.  Eeaching  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  a  stam- 
pede or  panic  commenced  in  the  wagon-train,  but,  succeeding  in  getting 
a  regiment  across  the  road,  it  was  stopped,  and,  by  a  vigorous  charge 
of  cavalry,  saved  from  the  enemy. 

We  were  then  placed  in  reserve  to  our  division  along  the  Murfrees- 
borough pike,  and  there  waited  in  anxious  expectation  to  make  or  repel 
attacks  until  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  when  we  were  ordered  to  move 
in  double-quick  to  the  extreme  left,  to  support  the  division  which  was 
being  driven  in  by  the  enemy,  and,  although  fatigued  and  worn  out  by 
exposure  to  the  rain,  without  tents  or  blankets,  for  seven  days,  and  want 
of  sleep  (two  days  of  which  time  we  had  had  nothing  to  eat  but  parched 
corn),  the  command,  with  yells  of  joy,  rushed  forward,  and,  after  fording 
the  river  three  times,  pushed  the  enemy  back  with  the  greatest  rapidity, 
the  ground  being  covered  with  rebel  dead  and  wounded.  We  went  into 
position  about  2  miles  from  the  ford,  and  on  the  extreme  left.  During 
the  night  we  threw  up  an  abatis  of  rails,  and  laid  on  our  arms,  without 
fires,  in  a  drenching  rain. 

The  next  morning  (Saturday,  January  3)  we  expected  an  attack,  but 
none  occurred  during  the  day.  That  night  we  changed  position  to  the 
right  again,  nothing  but  picket  skirmishing  having  occurred  during  the 
day.  When  the  morning  of  Saturday  passed  without  an  attack,  1  be- 
came satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  the  enemy  were  evacuating  Mur- 
freesborough, and  so  expressed  it. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  under  my  command.  If  indomitable  daring,  cool  courage,  and 
invincible  bravery  in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  of  such  a  battle,  when  all 
space  seemed  occupied  by  some  deadly  missile,  amid  carnage  and  noise, 
be  any  proof  of  heroism,  they  certainly  possess  it.  Many  instances  of 
personal  daring  and  feats  of  individual  prowess  were  visibly  performed, 
but  I  must  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders  for  names 
and  instances. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  and  Thirty-fifth  Illinois 
Regiments  and  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery  I  owe  especial  thanks  for  the 
determined  bravery  and  chivalric  heroism  they  evinced  throughout ; 
and  also  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Eighty-first  Indiana,  a  new  regi- 
ment, the  first  time  under  fire,  who,  with  but  a  few  exceptions,  man- 
fully fronted  the  storm  of  battle,  and  gave  earnest  proof  of  what  may 
hereafter  be  expected  of  them. 

1  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  officer  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Chandler,  commanding  the  Thirty -fifth 
Illinois,  whose  cool,  steady  courage,  admirable  deportment,  and  skillful 
management  evinced  the  soldier,  true  and  tried,  and  who  at  all  times 
provedhimself  worthy  of  the  trust  he  holds.  Major  Mcll  wain,  of  the  same 
regiment,  1  cannot  praise  too  much ;  his  good  management  and  skillful 
handling  of  the  skirmishers,  of  which  he  was  in  charge,  elicited  enco 
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miums  of  well  merited  compliment — at  all  times  cool,  determined,  and 
persevering.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Timberlake  and  Major  Woodbury,  of 
the  Eighty-first  Indiana,  displayed  manly  courage,  and  held  their  regi- 
ment firm  and  steady  under  heavy  fire ;  for  officers  young  in  the  service 
their  efforts  are  worthy  of  imitation.  Oapt»  W.  Taggart,  who  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  Eegiment,  behaved  as  a 
soldier  should,  everywhere  efficient,  and  ever  ready  to  execute  orders. 
First  Sergeant  German,  of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery,  merits  much 
praise  for  the  cool,  skillful,  and  determined  manner  in  which  he  served 
his  battery  after  he  succeeded  to  the  command. 

To  my  staff,  Capt.  George  Austin,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general 5 
Capt.  A.  0.  Keys,  Lieut.  0.  P.  Ford,  Lieut.  John  F.  Isom,  Lieut.  William 
R.  McChesney,  and  Lieut.  H.  S.  Park,  I  owe  especial  thanks  for  the 
manner  they  served  upon  the  field,  carrying  my  orders,  wherever  re- 
quired, through  a  storm  of  shot,  shells,  and  bullets,  regardless  of  all 
save  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

During  the  conflict  it  became  necessary,  in  the  absence  of  staff  officers 
on  duty,  to  make  use  of  orderlies  to  supply  their  places.  In  connection 
herewith  I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  brave  conduct  of 
Orderlies  A.  T.  Greeman  and  Abijah  Lee,  on  my  escort. 

Amid  the  glorious  results  of  a  battle  won,  it  gives  me  pain  to  record 
the  names  of  the  gallant  men  who  offered  up  their  lives  on  the  altar  of 
their  country ;  but  we  must  drop  the  tear  of  sorrow  over  their  resting- 
place,  and  offer  our  heartfelt  sympathies  to  their  relatives  and  friends, 
trusting  that  God  will  care  for  them  and  soothe  their  afflictions.  And 
while  we  remember  the  noble  dead,  let  us  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  gallant  Col.  T.  D.  Williams,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  Eegiment,  who 
died  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.  He  fell  with  his  regimental  colors 
in  his  hands,  exclaiming,  "We  will  plant  it  here,  boys,  and  rally  the  old 
Twenty-fifth  around  it,  and  here  we  will  die."  Such  conduct  is  above 
all  praise,  and  words  can  paint  no  eulogium  worthy  of  the  subject.  And 
here  let  me  call  the  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Captain  Carpenter,  of 
the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery,  who  fell  gallantly  serving  his  guns  until 
the  enemy  were  within  a  few  yards  of  their  muzzles.  He  died  as  a  sol- 
dier would  wish  to  die,  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  in  the  smoke  and  din  of 
battle. 

The  casualties  of  the  command  are  small  in  comparison  to  the  fire 
they  received  and  the  service  done. 

The  Thirty-filth  Illinois  lost  2  commissioned  officers  wounded,  8  pri- 
vates killed, 49  wounded,  and  32  missing;  the  Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  1  com- 
missioned officer  killed  and  3  wounded,  14  privates  killed,  69  wounded, 
and  35  missing ;  the  Eighty-first  Indiana,  2  commissioned  officers  killed, 
2  wounded,  and  1  missing,  3  privates  killed,  40  wounded,  and  39  miss- 
ing ;  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery,  1  commissioned  officer  killed,  4  pri- 
vates wounded,  and  19  missing.  Total,  4  commissioned  officers  killed, 
7  wounded,  and  1  missing ;  25  privates  killed,  162  wounded,  and  125 
missing.    Aggregate  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  324.* 

I  hope  a  portion  of  those  missing  may  yet  return,  as  all  cannot  have 
been  made  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  report  to  your  consideration, 
and  remain,  dear  sir,  yours,  most  respectfully, 

W.  E.  WOODEUFF, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Brigade, 

Lieut.  T.  W.  Morrison, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division. 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  208. 
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1^0.  28. 

Report  of  Capt.  Wesford  Taggart,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  InfaMry. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-fifth  Eegiment  Illinois  Vols., 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Right  Wing, 
Camp  near  Murfrceshorovgh,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  bouor  of  submittiug  to  you  the  foUowiDg  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry  during  the 
late  battle  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. : 

The  regiment  left  camp,  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  at  6.30  a.  m.  December 
26, 1862,  under  command  of  Maj.  R.  H.  Nodine,  and,  after  a  march  of  10 
miles,  in  company  with  balance  of  brigade,  encountered  a  force  of  the 
enemy  near  Nolensville. 

About  3  p.  m.  were  deployed  on  the  right  of  the  brigade  j  Companies 
A,  I,  and  K  were  thrown  out  to  the  front  as  skirmishers.  After  sharp 
action,  of  about  two  hours'  duration,  the  enemy  were  driven  back,  and 
we  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  the  field,  the  rain  falling  in  torrents. 
Took  1  prisoner  of  the  Eighth  Texas  Cavalry. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  27th  resumed  the  march  at  a  distance  of  10  miles, 
encamping  near  Triune,  Col.  Thomas  D.  Williams  assuming  command 
early  in  the  morning,  Major  I^odine  being  detailed  on  the  staff  of  Major- 
General  McCook. 

At  6  a.  m.  on  the  29th  resumed  the  march ;  encamped  on  Stone's  River. 
Distance  marched,  15  miles.  Detailed  five  companies  as  advanced 
picket. 

At  3  p.  m.  on  the  30th  fell  into  line.  At  8  a.  m.  marched  in  close  col- 
umn, by  division,  in  company  with  rest  of  brigade.  After  marching  a 
distance  of  IJ  miles,  arrived  at  the  front ;  deployed  in  line  of  battle,  the 
men  stripping  knapsacks.  Company  A,  under  command  of  Lieut.  T.  H. 
West,  was  deployed  to  the  front  as  skirmishers,  and  immediately  after- 
ward joined  by  Companies  I  and  K,  under  command  of  Capt.  Samuel 
Houston  and  Lieut.  M.  B.  Thompson.  These  companies,  in  conjunction 
with  others  of  the  brigade,  continued  skirmishing  until  dark,  driving  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  into  his  main  line.  Company  A  losing  6  men 
wounded.  Company  I  2  killed  and  3  wounded,  and  Company  K  1 
wounded. 

The  regiment  advanced  in  line  of  battle  into  a  strip  of  timber,  and, 
coveied  under  shelter  of  a  rail  fence,  a  corn-field  of  about  150  yards  in 
width  separating  our  forces  from  that  of  the  enemy.  Company  A  was 
thrown  out  to  the  front  as  skirmishers  a  distance  of  60  yards.  The  reg- 
iment lay  in  this  position  until  3  a.  m.  of  the  31st,  at  which  time  it  was 
called  into  line,  the  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  on  our  right  and  the  Eighty- 
first  Indiana  on  our  left,  supporting  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery.  At 
daybreak  a  line  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  advancing,  opened  fire  on 
our  skirmishers,  and  were  followed  immediately  afterward  by  their  main 
body  advancing  in  four  consecutive  lines  of  battle  diagonally  on  our 
left.  A  change  of  front  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Williams,  which  was 
executed  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry.  Our  regiment  then  opened 
a  murderous  fire  on  the  enemy,  completely  checking  him,  and  finally 
driving  him  back  in  confusion.  The  enemy  immediately  made  another 
advance,  and  were  received  with  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry.  Our  regi- 
ment was,  however,  forced  back  a  short  distance. 

At  this  time,  while  bravely  rallying  his  men.  Colonel  Williams  fell 
mortally  wounded  by  a  musket-ball  passing  through  his  right  breast. 
He  was  carried  from  the  fielC  immediately.  I  then  assumed  command 
of  the  regiment,  which  by  this  time  had  fallen  back  a  distance  of  150 
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pac(is  from  the  first  position.  I  rallied  the  men,  and,  finding-  them  almost 
deslitute  of  ammunition,  immediately  dispatched  a  messenger  to  Gen- 
eral Woodruff  to  report  the  fact;  then  ordered  bayonets  to  be  fixod, 
^nd  charged  on  the  enemy  once  more,  driving  him  from  the  field  and 
retaking  one  Parrott  gun,  which  had  been  taken  by  the  enemy  from  the 
Eighth  Wisconsin  Battery  ;  also  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners. 

At  this  time,  finding  all  our  supplies  gone,  and  flanked  on  the  left,  the 
enemy's  lines  having  passed  us  on  the  right,  and  being  unable  to  com- 
municate with  General  Woodruff,  I  assumed  the  responsibility  of  with- 
drawing the  regiment  in  good  order  to  the  rear  of  a  battery  placed  on  a 
commanding  eminence,  taking  with  us  the  piece  retaken  from  the  enemy, 
but  which  we  were  forced  to  leave  after  taking  it  about  300  yards,  on 
account  of  a  destructive  fire  being  opened  on  us  from  one  of  the  enemy's 
batteries. 

At  this  point  1  reported  in  person  to  Major-General  McCook  that  we 
were  out  of  ammunition,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  retire  to  the  ammu- 
nition train  in  the  rear.  Did  so,  and  supplied  ourselves  with  ammuni- 
tion. Then,  in  obedience  to  orders,  took  position  on  the  Murfreesbor- 
ough  pike,  remaining  there  until  10  a.  m.  of  January  1,  1863. 

At  this  time  received  orders  from  General  Woodruff  to  fall  back  a  dis- 
tance of  300  paces  and  erect  barricades.  Did  so,  remaining  there  until 
4  p.  m.  of  the  2d  instant. 

At  this  time  received  orders  to  fall  in  line,  cross  Stone's  Eiver,  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  action  going  on  on  the  left.  Moved  forward  at  a  double- 
quick  a  distance  of  1^  miles,  wading  the  river  three  times,  the  last  time 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  battery,  placed 
on  an  eminence  directly  in  front  of  our  regiment ;  formed  line  of  battle, 
and  moved  forward  at  a  double-quick,  charging  on  the  enemy,  who, 
however,  speedily  retreated.  After  going  a  distance  of  300  yards  in 
the  open  field,  I  halted  the  regiment,  threw  out  a  party  of  skirmishers 
in  front,  built  a  strong  line  of  barricades,  and  bivouacked  on  the  field 
of  battle. 

At  daylight  of  the  3d  instant  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who  were 
concealed  in  the  timbers,  opened  fire  on  the  regiment,  keeping  it  vq)  until 
dark,  wounding  2  of  our  men.  Remained  on  the  field  until  4  a.  m.  of 
the  4th  instant ;  then  received  orders  to  recross  the  river  and  go  into 
camp  on  the  Nashville  pike,  which  we  did. 

Col.  Thomas  D.  Williams  acted  with  great  courage,  coolness,  and 
bravery  until  he  fell.  Capt.  Samuel  D.  Wall  was  severely  wounded 
while  gallantly  doing  duty  as  a  field  officer.  He  was  carried  from  the 
field.  Lieutenants  Dickson  and  Hastings  were  also  severely  wounded 
while  nobly  discharging  their  duty,  and  were  carried  from  the  field. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  I  am  deeply  indebted  for  the 
coolness  and  bravery  shown  on  every  side,  all  doing  nobly: 

There  were  present  with  the  regiment  the  following  commissioned  offi- 
cers :  Capts.  S.  D.  Wall,  S.  Houston,  B.  F.  Ford,  Z.  Hall,  and  J.  Smart, 
Adjt.  G.  W.  Flynn,  First  Lieuts.  T.  H.  West,  T.  J.  McKibben,  E.  Hall, 
A.  Yarner,  W.  J.  Sallee,  J.  H.  Hastings,  and  Second  Lieuts.  A.  Martin, 
J.  0.  Gundy,  M.  B.  Thompson,  Thomas  W.  Braselton,  S.  Dickson,  and 
A.  H.  South.  Our  loss  is:  Killed,  15;  wounded,  6S',  missing,  25.* 
Very  respectfully, 

WESFORD  TAGGART, 
Captain  Twenty-fifth  Illinois,  Commanding  Regiment, 

Lieut.  G.  W.  Flynn, 

Acting  Assistant  Adpctant- General. 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  208. 
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No.  29. 

Report  of  Lient.  Col.  William  P.  Chandler^  Thirty -fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  movements  and  battles  occurring  from 
the  time  of  taking  up  camp  at  Saint  James  Chapel,  on  December  26, 
1862,  to  the  evacuation  of  Murfreesborough  by  the  enemy,  on  January 
3, 1863 : 

December  26,  the  regiment  was  on  picket  duty,  and,  after  the  divis- 
ion passed  outside  the  lines  on  the  Kolensville  pike,  formed  the  rear 
guard.  The  roads  being  very  bad,  the  train  did  not  close  up  at  night, 
and  the  command  was  placed  in  position  to  protect  it. 

December  27,  moved  forward  at  daylight  and  joined  the  brigade  before 
marching.  Moved  forward  on  the  road  to  Triune,  about  6  miles,  and 
halted  for  the  night. 

December  28,  remained  in  camp. 

December  29,  marched  at  daylight  on  the  road  to  Lane's  Store.  Bri- 
gade ibrmed  the  advance  at  Stewart's  Creek,  and  slept  on  our  arms  at 
night. 

December  30,  formed  line  of  battle  at  10  a.  m.  and  advanced  on  the 
enemy's  lines.  Major  Mcllwain  was  placed  in  comnand  of  skirmishers 
of  the  brigade,  and  toward  night  was  sharply  engaged.  Had  4  men 
wounded.     Laid  on  our  arms  at  night. 

December  31,  skirmishing  commenced  at  daylight.  About  sunrise 
the  enemy  advanced  obliquely  in  strong  force,  striking  first  the  Eighty- 
first  Indiana  and  next  the  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteers,  causing 
them  to  retire  from  their  position.  Soon  coming  within  range  of  our 
rifled  muskets,  we  opened  a  murderous  fire  on  their  flank,  checking  their 
advance,  and  enabling  the  Twenty-fifth  and  Eighty-first  to  regain  the 
ground  lost.  Our  loss  in  the  first  charge  of  the  enemy  was  light,  owing 
to  a  strong  position  we  had  on  the  cedar  ridge.  Soon,  however,  the 
enemy  reformed  his  broken  lines,  appearing  with  fresh  troops  on  our 
right,  and  made  a  second  desperate  charge  on  our  lines,  causing  them  to 
waver  and  fall  back,  but  again  they  were  repulsed  with  terrible  slaughter 
and  our  original  position  regained,  except  on  the  right,  from  which  I  had 
been  retiring,  by  orders  of  the  brigade  commander,  and,  in  obedience  to 
those  orders,  I  retired  to  the  point  of  timber  in  rear  of  the  cotton-field, 
my  right  being  hotly  pressed  by  the  enemy,  and  the  whole  line  under 
heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  On  reaching  the  timber,  the  regi- 
ment was  halted,  and  messengers  sent  for  ammunition,  but,  owing  to 
the  confusion  on  our  right,  where  the  train  had  been  parked,  none  could 
be  procured.  Having  received  no  orders  from  the  brigade  commander 
in  relation  to  the  point  to  which  I  should  retire,  I  governed  my  move- 
ments by  the  left  of  Carlin's  brigade,  and  so  continued  to  do  until 
nearly  reaching  the  Kashville  pike,  when  other  troops  and  batteries 
crowding  in,  separated  us.  I  directed  Major  Mcllwain  to  report  to  Colo- 
nel Carlm  and  find  out  his  i)osition,  with  the  intention  of  forming  the 
brigade  (then  acting  under  my  orders)  on  his  left ;  but  before  his  return 
was  obliged  to  change  my  position,  to  give  room  to  other  troops  then 
forming  in  line  of  battle.  I  moved  the  troops  a  short  distance  to  the 
rear,  procured  and  distributed  ammunition,  and,  moving  to  the  right 
and  front,  formed  on  the  left  of  Carlin's  brigade,  and  remaiTied  in  that 
position  until  nearly  .night,  wnen  Colonel  Woodruff,  returnir  g,  assumed 
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commaDd,  and  we  took  position  on  the  west  side  of  the  Nashville  pike, 
and  laid  on  our  arms  at  night. 

Our  loss  during  the  day  was  First  Lieut.  H.  M.  McConnell,  Company 
H,  killed,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Kagay,  Company  K,  slightly  wounded  5 
9  men  killed  and  39  wounded. 

January  1, 1863,  changed  position  to  rear  of  the  pike,  and  laid  on  our 
arms  at  night. 

January  2,  about  4  p.  m.,  moved  across  the  river  to  our  left,  to  repel 
the  enemy^s  assault  in  that  direction.  After  coming  under  fire  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  formed  line  of  battle,  and  advanced,  under  heavy  artil- 
lery fire,  to  within  musket  range  of  their  battery,  and  silenced  it.  Took 
the  adjutant  of  the  Forty-first  Alabama  and  12  men  prisoners.  Lost 
1  man  killed  and  1  wounded.     Laid  on  our  arms  at  night. 

The  officers  and  men  deserve  great  credit  for  their  patience  and  en- 
durance, being  exposed  to  drenching  rain,  cold,  and  hunger,  without  fire 
nearly  all  the  time,  for  a  week.  No  officer  failed  in  his  duties.  All  did 
well  and  deserve  commendation. 

Major  Mcllwain  had  command  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  brigade  on 
the  30th  and  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  and  deserves  great  credit 
for  the  bravery  and  skill  he  displayed  in  handling  them  j  and,  after 
they  were  driven  in  and  the  action  became  general,  he  returned  to  his 
command,  and  by  his  cool  courage  and  gallantry,  shown  throughout 
the  entire  conflict,  deserves  my  highest  commendation. 

Becapitulation  of  casualties. 
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Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  CHANDLEE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Gommandirig  Regiment. 
Lieutenant  Flynn, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.,  Third  Brigade,  First  Division, 


1^0.  30. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Richard  W.  Johnson,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Second  Division. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Right  Wing, 

January  8,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Second  Division,  under  my  command,  beginning  December 
26, 1862,  the  day  on  which  it  left  Kashville,  and  terminating  on  JaTiuary 
6,  1863 : 
The  Second  Division  is  composed  of  the  following  troops  : 
First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Willich  commanding :  Forty-ninth  Ohio, 
Colonel  Gibson  3  Fifteenth  Ohio,  Colonel  Wallace  5  Thirty-ninth  Indiana, 
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LieuteDant-Colouel  Jones;  Thirty-second  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Erdelmeyer;  Eighty -ninth  Illinois,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hotchkiss,  and 
Goodspeed^s  battery,  First  Ohio  Artillery. 

Second  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  E.  N.  Kirk  commanding:  Twenty-ninth 
Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunn ;  Thirtieth  Indiana,  Colonel  Dodge ; 
Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Housum ;  Thirty- 
fourth  Illinois,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Bristol ,  Seventy-ninth  Illinois,  Colo- 
nel Eead,  and  Edgarton's  battery,  Ohio  Artillery. 

Third  Brigade,  Col.  P.  P.  Baldwin  commanding:  Sixth  Indiana, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tripp  ;  Fifth  Kentucky  (Louisville  Legion),  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Berrj^ ;  First  Ohio,  Major  Stafford ;  Ninety-third  OhiOj  Colonel 
Anderson,  and  Simonson's  (Indiana)  battery. 

Major  Klein's  battalion,  of  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  was  assigned  to 
duty  with  the  Second  Division. 

Agreeably  to  orders,  the  three  divisions  constituting  the  right  wing 
of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  marched  from  their  camps,  near  Nash- 
ville, taking  the  Nolensville  pike,  and  arrived  in  that  village  the  same 
day  at  4  p.  m. 

On  the  following  day  the  same  divisions,  with  mine  in  advance, 
marched  to  Triune.  The  rebel  rear  guard  contested  the  ground  inch  by 
inch,  and  the  day  was  passed  constantly  skirmishing  with  them,  with 
no  loss  on  our  side,  but  several  casualties  on  their  part.  Triune  was 
occupied  by  my  division  about  4  p.  m. 

The  following  day,  December  28,  the  command  remained  in  Triune. 
A  reconnaissance  to  ascertain  the  direction  the  enemy  had  retreated 
was  made  by  a  brigade  of  my  command,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  A. 
Willich.  It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  retreated 
toward  Murfreesborough,  I  was  ordered  to  leave  a  brigade  at  Triune, 
and  on  the  29th  to  march  on  Murfreesborough,  on  what  is  known  as 
the  Bole  Jack  road.  Col.  P.  P.  Baldwin's  (Third)  brigade  was  left  at 
Triune. 

The  command  arrived  at  Wilkinson's  Cross-Eoads  about  8  p.  m.  on 
the  29th,  and  an  order  was  sent  at  once  to  Colonel  Baldwin  to  move 
forward  his  brigade,  which  arrived  early  on  the  afternoon  of  the  30th. 
My  division  was  in  reserve  on  the  29th. 

On  the  following  morning,  December  30,  General  Sheridan's  division 
was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of  battle,  covering  the  Wilkinson  pike, 
while  General  Davis'  division  marched  in  the  same  order  on  the  right 
of  General  Sheridan.  My  division,  being  held  in  reserve,  was  marched 
in  column  on  the  pike.  There  being  no  troops  on  General  Davis'  right, 
and  General  Sheridan's  left  being  guarded  by  General  Crittenden's  left 
wing,  I  was  ordered  to  oblique  to  the  right,  covering  the  right  of  Gen- 
eral Davis'  division. 

About  2  p.  m.  I  received  an  order  from  Major-General  McCook  to  look 
well  to  my  right,  as  General  Hardee  (rebel),  with  his  corps,  was  on  the 
right  flank  of  our  column.  I  ordered  Brigadier  General  Kirk,  com- 
manding the  Second  Brigade,  to  take  position  with  his  brigade,  his  left 
resting  against  the  right  of  General  Davis,  his  right  refused,  so  as  to 
cover  our  right  flank. 

About  dark  I  placed  General  Willich's  brigade  on  the  right  of  Kirk's, 
refusing  his  right,  and  directing  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  to  be  thrown 
forward,  connecting  on  the  left  with  those  of  General  Davis,  and  extend- 
ing to  the  right  and  rear,  near  the  Wilkinson  pike.  This  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  thrown  forward  about  600  yards,  and  near  those  of  the 
enemy.  My  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Baldwin  commanding,  was  held  in 
reserve. 
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At  dusk  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  the  troops  occupied  the  position 
as  indicated  by  the  accompanying  map.  In  consultrotion  with  Major- 
General  McCook,  late  in  the  afternoon  of  December  30,  he  informed 
me  that  he  had  reliable  information  to  the  effect  that  the  center  of  the 
rebel  line  of  battle  was  opposite  our  extreme  right,  and  that  we  would 
probably  be  attacked  by  the  entire  rebel  army  early  on  the  following 
morning.  His  prediction  proved  true.  He  also  informed  me  that  he 
had  communicated  this  information  to  the  commanding  general. 

I  expected  a  change  in  the  programme  for  the  following  day,  but  none 
was  made.  My  brigade  commanders  were  called  together,  and  the  op- 
erations of  the  following  day  fully  explained  to  them.  Every  arrange- 
ment was  made  for  an  attack.  Two  gallant  and  experienced  officers 
commanded  my  two  advanced  brigades,  and  every  precaution  was  taken 
against  surprise. 

At  6.22  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  outposts  in  front  of  my  divis- 
ion were  driven  in  by  an  overwhelming  force  of  infantry,  outnumber- 
ing my  forces  greatly,  and  known  to  contain  about  35,000  men.  At  the 
same  time  my  extreme  right  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

The  gallant  Willich  and  Kirk  soon  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry 
and  artillery  upon  the  advancing  columns,  causing  wavering  in  the 
ranks,  but  fresh  columns  would  soon  replace  them,  and  it  was  apparent 
that  to  fall  back  was  a  ^'military  necessity."  Edgarton's  battery,  after 
firing  three  rounds,  had  so  many  of  its  horses  killed  as  to  render  it  un- 
manageable. He,  however,  remained  with  it,  and  continued  to  fire  until 
he  fell  by  a  severe  wound,  and  he  and  his  battery  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  Before  falling  back,  the  horse  of  General  Willich  was  killed, 
and  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner. 

About  the  same  time  General  Kirk  received  a  severe  wound,  which 
disabled  him.  Seeing  the  pressure  upon  my  lines,  I  ordered  up  my  re- 
serve brigade,  under  the  gallant  Baldwin.  The  troops  of  his  brigade 
advanced  promptly  and  delivered  their  fire,  holding  their  ground  for 
some  time,  but  they,  too,  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  The  troops  of 
this  division  for  the  first  time  were  compelled  to  yield  the  field  tempo- 
rarily, but  the  heroes  of  Shiloh  and  Perry ville  did  not  abandon  their 
ground  until  forced  to  do  so  by  the  immense  masses  of  the  enemy  hurled 
against  them,  and  then,  inch  by  inch.  The  ground  over  which  the  divis- 
ion passed,  covered  with  the  enemy's  dead  and  those  of  our  own  men, 
shows  that  the  field  was  warmly  contested.  Several  times  the  lines 
were  reformed  and  resistance  offered,  but  the  columns  of  the  enemy 
were  too  heavy  for  a  single  line,  and  ours  would  have  to  yield.  Finally 
the  left  flank  of  my  division  reached  the  line  of  General  Kousseau's, 
when  it  was  reformed  and  fought  until  out  of  ammunition,  but  my  effi- 
cient ordnance  officer,  Lieutenant  Murdoch,  had  a  supply  in  readiness, 
which  was  soon  issued,  and  the  division  assisted  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  field  in  their  last  desperate  eiru^gie  of  the  day.  Soon  the 
curtain  of  darkness  fell  upon  the  scene  of  blood,  and  all  was  quiet, 
awaiting  the  coming  of  morn  to  renew  hostilities.  Morning  came,  but 
the  enemy  had  withdrawn. 

January  1  was  a  day  of  comparative  quiet  in  camp,  few  shots  being 
fired,  but  many  preparations  made  for  a  heavy  battle  on  the  following 
day.  General  Crittenden's  wing  was  attacked  in  force  on  the  2d,  and 
one  of  my  brigades  (Colonel  Gibson's)  was  sent  to  re-enforce  him.  For 
the  gallant  part  taken  by  it,  reference  is  made  to  the  report  of  Major- 
General  Crittenden.  The  enemy  evacuated  Murfreesborough  on  the 
night  of  the  3d. 

On  the  Gth  I  was  ordered  to  remove  my  camp  to  a  point  on  the  Shel- 
ly ville  road.  4  miles  south  of  Murfreesborough. 
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The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  under  my  command  was  good.  (The 
Louisville  Legion,  under  the  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel  Berry,  brought 
off*  by  hand  one  cannon  after  the  horses  were  killed.)  They  yielded  the 
ground  only  where  overpowered,  offering  an  obstinate  resistance  at 
every  point.  Some  few  in  each  regiment,  becoming  panic-stricken, 
fled  to  Nashville  for  safety.  Captain  Simonson  managed  his  battery 
with  skill  and  courage,  and  with  it  did  good  execution.  He  lost  two 
guns,  but  not  until  the  horses  had  been  killed^and  the  guns  disabled. 
Goodspeed^s  battery  lost  three  guns  and  quite  a  number  of  horses. 
This  battery  was  handled  well,  and  did  good  execution,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Belding. 

Reference  is  respectfully  made  to  the  reports  of  regimental  and  bri- 
gade commanders  for  the  list  of  those  who,  by  their  bravery  and  good 
conduct,  rendered  themselves  conspicuous. 

After  the  capture  of  General  Willich,  bis  brigade  was  commanded 
temporarily  by  Colonel  Wallace,  Fifteenth  Ohio,  but  was  afterward  re- 
placed by  Colonel  Gibson,  Forty -ninth  Ohio.  General  Kirk  becoming 
disabled,  was  replaced  by  Colonel  Dodge,  Thirtieth  Indiana,  while  the 
Third  Brigade  was  commanded  throughout  by  Colonel  Baldwin. 

These  four  colonels  have  demonstrated  their  fitness  for  command  on 
several  bloody  fields,  and  are  recommended  to  my  superiors  for  promo- 
tion. Their  coolness  and  courage  rendered  them  conspicuous  through- 
out the  bloody  engagement.  Major  Klein  and  his  battalion  of  the  Third 
Indiana  Cavalry  deserve  special  mention.  Under  their  gallant  leader 
the  battalion  was  always  in  front,  and  rendered  efficient  service. 

To  Captains  Bartlett,  Hooker,  Thruston,  and  McLeland,  and  Lieu- 
tenants Taft,  Hill,  and  Sheets,  of  my  staff',  my  thanks  are  due  for  their 
efficiency  and  promptness  in  carrying  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field. 

My  medical  director.  Surgeon  Marks,  and  the  medical  officers  of  the 
division  were  untiring  in  their  exertions  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
the  wounded,  and  to  them  my  thanks  are  due.  My  escort,  composed  of 
the  following-named  men  of  the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  who  accom- 
panied me  throughout  the  engagement,  deserve  special  mention  for  their 
good  conduct :  Sergt.  William  C.  Miles,  Privates  George  I^ong,  Thomas 
Salyers,  John  Christian,  John  Whitten,  James  Bowen,  B.  Hammerstein, 
and  R.  A.  Norah.     Private  Bowen^s  horse  was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball. 

The  loss  of  the  division  was  as  follows :  Killed,  260 ;  wounded,  1,005 ; 
missing,  1,280  (supposed  to  have  been  captured).* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers^  Commanding. 

Maj.  John  A.  Campbell, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Capt.  Peter  Simonson,  Fifth  Indiana  Battery. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Indiana  Battery, 

Camp  in  Field,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  morning  of  December 
27,  this  command  marched  with  the  brigade  from  its  bivouac  on  the 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  209. 
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Kolensville  pike,  half  mile  south  of  Nolensville,  Tenn.  After  marchiDg 
about  2  miles,  the  battery  was  ordered  forward  with  the  brigade,  which 
was  advancing  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  cannonading 
being  heard  directly  in  our  front.  Colonel  Baldwin,  brigade  commander, 
ordered  one  piece  forward,  which  fired  three  shots  at  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
which  was  in  sight,  retreating,  on  the  opposite  hill.  We  then  advanced 
a  short  distance,  and  two  Parrott  guns  were  ordered  in  the  woods  to 
the  right  of  the  pike,  where  six  rounds  were  fired  at  the  enemy,  who  were 
apparently  cavalry,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  supported  by  a  battery 
planted  on  the  left  of  the  pike.  Their  artillery  ceased  firing,  and  their 
cavalry  retreated  when  we  advanced,  but  too  late  to  properly  support 
the  brigade,  which  had  charged  through  the  village  of  Triune.  The 
cause  of  delay  was  a  bridge  being  destroyed,  and  very  heavy  ground 
bordering  on  each  side  of  the  creek,  when  we  passed  beyond.  With  a 
light  12-pounder  we  fired  two  shots  at  the  enemy,  retreating  through  a 
wood.  The  command  then  encamped  half  a  mile  south  of  Triune,  where 
it  remained,  and  was  employed  in  inspecting  ammunition,  until  the  morn- 
ing of  December  29,  when  four  pieces  of  the  battery  were  ordered  to 
report  to  General  Will ich,  under  whom  they  marched,  without  any  event 
worthy  of  notice,  to  within  4  miles  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

At  this  place,  at  about  1  o'clock,  the  four  pieces  rejoined  the  brigade, 
when  the  whole  command  went  with  the  brigade  upon  a  reconnaissance 
2  miles  to  the  right  of  the  main  body  of  the  division,  from  which  the 
command  returned  at  about  8  p.  m.,  and  went  into  bivouac  in  the  woods 
near  brigade  and  division  headquarters.  We  received  permission  to 
unhitch  the  horses,  but  not  to  unharness,  and,  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  31st,  an  order  was  sent  to  us  by  the  brigade  commander  to  hitch, 
which  we  did  without  watering  the  horses. 

At  about  7.30  a.  m.  two  light  12-pounder  guns  were  ordered  out  to  a 
position  about  800  j^ards  southeast  from  the  camp,  facing  a  large  corn- 
field, the  enemy  appearing  in  a  very  heavy  force.  I  was  then  ordered 
to  return  and  get  the  other  four  guns  in  position  as  quickly  as  possible, 
which  was  done,  placing  them  to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  first  pieces 
posted.  The  light  12-pounder  gun  in  the  advanced  position  was  under 
command  of  First  Lieut.  H.  Rankin.  The  brigade  commander  is  better 
informed  as  to  their  actions  than  I  am,  as  they  were  under  his  imme- 
diate eye.  I  simply  noticed  that  they  fired  very  rapidly,  and  were  the 
last  troops  which  passed  to  the  rear  upon  my  left.  They  fired  in  that 
position  17  rounds  from  one  piece,  and  23  from  the  other — nearly  all 
canister.  Some  of  the  rounds  were  double  charges.  The  four  guns 
under  my  immediate  command  commenced  firing  shell.  We  had  fired 
about  15  rounds  when  a  very  large  body  of  our  own  troops  appeared  to 
our  right-oblique,  retreating  rapidly ;  it  was  the  remains  of  Kirk's  bri- 
gade. Colonel  Dodge,  of  this  brigade,  had  hardly  time  to  inform  me 
that  a  very  large  body  of  the  enemy  was  in  close  pursuit,  when  they 
appeared.  Three  of  the  four  guns  opened  upon  them  with  canister,  and 
checked  them  in  front  and  to  the  right-oblique,  but  more  appearing 
almost  directly  on  our  right  flank  (our  infantry  were  out  of  sight  to  the 
rear),  the  order  was  given  to  leave  the  field.  The  command  succeeded 
in  getting  away  with  but  two  of  the  four  pieces.  At  these  two  positions 
there  were  3  men  killed  and  21  wounded ;  also  23  horses  disabled.  We 
retreated  through  a  dense  woods,  and  had  great  difficulty  in  getting 
our  carriages  through. 

I  endeavored  to  go  as  much  to  the  left  as  possible,  as  I  noticed  that 
our  troops  were  less  disorganized  in  that  direction.  With  two  pieces 
we  made  an  ineffectual  stand  in  the  woods,  about  midway  between  the 
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two  pikes,  at  a  point  500  or  600  yards  to  the  right  of  the  Muifreesbor- 
ough  pike.  Under  the  direction  of  the  brigade  and  division  command- 
ers, with  three  of  our  own  pieces  and  one  of  Battery  E,  First  Ohio  Light 
Artillery,  we  succeeded  for  a  time  in  checking  the  enemy,  but  the  in- 
fantry fell  back,  and  we  were  ordered  to  retire  the  battery.  At  this 
point  about  42  rounds  of  ammunition  were  fired.  It  was  a  splen- 
did position,  and  I  regretted  leaving  it.  One  man  was  wounded  and 
several  horses  disabled.  We  then  fell  back  across  the  pike  and  the 
railroad,  and  became  again  separated  from  the  brigade.  I  then  reported 
to  General  Johnson,  who  ordered  me  in  position  on  a  point  to  the  left 
of  the  railroad,  where  we  remained  until  about  3  p.  m.,  and  were  then 
ordered  to  our  present  position,  on  the  right  of  the  Murfreesborough 
pike. 

On  the  following  morning  we  had  a  short  artillery  duel  with  a  four- 
gun  battery  in  front  of  us.    In  the  afternoon  the  enemy  appeared  ad- 
vancing with  about  a  brigade,  and  we  opened  fire,  firing  about  25 
rounds.    We  have  been  lying  in  our  present  position  since. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

PETER  SIM0NS01>f, 
Captain  Fifth  Indiana  Battery. 

Lieut.  George  H.  Burns, 

Actg.  Assi.  Adjt.  Gen.j  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division. 


No.  32. 
Report  of  Capt.  Warren  P.  Udgarton,  Battery  E,  First  Ohio  lAght  Artillery. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  June  25,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  a  brief 
report  of  the  action  of  my  command  (Battery  E,  First  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteer  Light  Artillery),  at  and  immediately  preceding  the  battle 
of  Stone^s  River. 

I  have  cause  seriously  to  regret  that  my  capture  and  subsequent 
imprisonment  have  so  long  delayed  the  recital  of  facts  which  I  purpose 
to  embody  in  this  report,  known  only  to  myself,  by  wljich  injustice  has 
been  done  to  the  brave  men  of  my  command,  especially  as 'there  seems 
to  have  been  very  generally  a  misapprehension  in  regard  to  my  position 
on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  last  December,  and  the  cause  which  re- 
sulted in  the  capture  of  my  battery. 

We  left  camp  near  Nashville  on  the  26th  of  December,  attached  to 
General  Kirk's  brigade  of  General  Johnson's  division,  right  wing.  We 
marched  on  the  Nolensville  pike.  The  next  day,  the  27th,  approaching 
Triune,  our  brigade  was  ordered  in  the  advance.  After  marching  about 
1  mile,  we  encountered  a  battery  of  the  enemy  posted  in  a  commanding 
position.  My  battery  was  ordered  forward  to  engage  it,  and,  after  a 
few  rounds,  we  drove  them  from  that  position.  We  took  a  second  posi- 
tion on  a  hill  overlooking  the  village  of  Triune,  and  again  discovered  the 
enemy's  battery  planted  in  our  front,  well  supported  by  cavalry.  We 
dislodged  them  a  second  time,  disipounting  one  of  their  guns.  The 
enemy  ceased  to  annoy  us  here,  and  we  were  ordered  to  bivouac  near 
the  village,  one  section  being  ordered  on  picket  duty. 

The  duty  of  following  the  enemy  on  this  day  was  very  arduous.  We 
were  obliged  to  leave  the  traveled  roads  in  order  to  gain  position ;  we 
removed  fences,  dragged  our  pieces  through  the  soft  ground  of  cultivated 
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fields,  through  streams  of  water,  and  climbed  hills,  where  it  became  nece.«' 
sary  to  call  for  a  detail  froui  the  infantry  to  help  us  along. 

On  the  29th  we  took  the  direction  of  Murfreesborough,  passed  over 
a  very  rough  and  hilly  road,  and  arrived  after  dark  near  the  scene  of 
the  contemplated  battle.  The  utmost  caution  and  vigilance  was  ordered. 
We  were  hitched  up  and  ready  for  action  at  da^^light  of  the  30th. 

On  this  day  the  Second  Division  was  held  in  reserve.  We  followed 
the  advance  till  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  were  ordered  to  oblique 
to  the  right,  to  cover  the  right  of  General  Davis'  division.  The  enemy 
had  posted  a  battery  on  the  right  of  General  Davis,  in  a  handsome  posi- 
tion, enfilading  his  whole  line.  General  Kirk  ordered  me  forward  with 
a  regiment  of  infantry  as  support,  with  instructions  to  silencCyif  possible, 
the  rebel  battery.  Under  cover  of  a  cedar  thicket,  I  was  enabled  to 
approach  within  about  700  yards  of  the  enemy.  The  battery  was  si- 
lenced by  six  rounds  from  our  pieces.  They  retreated,  leaving  a  caisson 
disabled.  An  attempt  was  made  to  gain  another  position,  but  we  fol- 
lowed them,  engaging  the  infantry  that  came  to  their  support,  and  kept 
up  a  brisk  fire  until  dark.     General  Kirk  then  ordered  us  to  cease  firing. 

My  battery  was  the  only  detachment  of  General  Johnson's  division 
engaged  in  the  action  of  Tuesday,  the  30th  of  December.  I  here  repre- 
sented to  General  Kirk  that  my  men  were  very  weary,  my  horses  almost 
famished ;  that  my  ammunition  was  short  in  the  limber-chests  of  the 
pieces,  and  asked  permission  to  withdraw  long  enough  to  prepare  for 
hard  work  on  the  following  day.  Believing  horses  to  be  the  main  de- 
pendence of  a  light  battery,  and  not  knowing  when  I  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  feed  and  water  if  brought  into  action,  I  asked  time  to 
prepare  for  the  conflict  of  the  morrow.  General  Kirk  pointed  out  a 
spot  about  100  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  position  I  then  occupied,  shel- 
tered by  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  ordered  me  to  bivouac  there 
for  the  night.  I  reported  to  him  that  I  could  not  place  my  guns  ''  in 
battery  "  there,  or  defend  myself  if  assaulted.  He  replied  that  1  should 
be  protected,  and  that  ample  notice  should  be  given  when  I  was  ex- 
pected to  take  a  jjosition  in  the  line  of  battle. 

After  I  had  brought  my  guns  into  park,  the  right  of  the  brigade  was 
thrown  across  the  muzzles  in  front.  General  Willich's  brigade  marched 
up  and  formed  on  the  flank.  I  found  myself  within  the  angle  formed 
by  the  junction  of  the  two  brigades,  retiring  about  50  yards,  and  on  a 
low  and  narrow  piece  of  ground.  I  have  before  stated  that  it  was  dark 
when  I  arrived  at  this  point.  We  were  not  permitted  to  have  lights. 
The  ground  in  our  rear  had  not  been  reconnoitered.  I  rode  back  some 
distance,  but  failed  to  find  water  for  my  horses.  I  did  not  consider  it 
safe  to  push  the  investigation  far  outside  of  our  lines  that  night.  I 
waited  until  morning.  At  daylight  a  small  stream  was  discovered 
about  100  rods  in  our  v<^i\,r  It  was  quiet  all  along  our  lines.  T  could 
not  hear  a  picket  shot,  nor  any  indication  that  the  enemy  was  in  our 
vicinity.  I  had  no  orders  to  take  position.  My  horses  were  already 
harnessed,  to  hitch  on  at  a  moment's  warning.  I  was  completely  sur- 
rounded by  veteran  troops.  I  had  a  right  to  suppose  that  our  front  and 
flank  were  so  picketed  that  I  should  have  notice  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  1  ordered  a  half  battery  of  my  horses  to  go  to  water  on  a  sharp 
trot,  and  return  at  the  slightest  indication  of  danger.  The  horses  had 
barely  reached  the  water  when  a  fierce  shout  was  heard  at  the  front, 
and  a  terrible  volley  of  musketry  was  poured  in  upon  us.  I  called  the 
cannoneers  to  their  posts,  had  a  half  battery  hitched  in,  put  my  guns 
in  battery  where  they  were,  and  in  a  moment  was  prepared,  as  best  I 
fiould,  to  fight  in  that  position.     The  infantry,  our  support,  gave  way 


CHip.  xxxn.]  THE  stone's  river  CAMPAIGN.  301 

on  the  front  and  flank  in  disorder,  almost  with  the  first  volley.  I  then 
opened  on  the  enemy  with  canister,  firing  from  16  to  20  rounds,  with  good 
effect,  as  I  have  cause  to  know,  for  I  passed  over  the  ground  in  our  front 
a  few  moments  afterward  a  prisoner. 

The  assault  of  the  enemy  was  fierce  and  overwhelming.  After  the 
first  fire,  in  which  I  had  1  man  killed,  a  number  wounded,  and  12  horses 
killed,  the  enemy  charged  with  an  impetuosity  which  carried  everything 
before  him.     The  battery  was  taken. 

It  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  have  saved  my  battery,  even 
if  I  had  commenced  a  retreat  on  the  first  alarm.  The  enemy  was  very 
near  us  before  discovered,  and  the  fight  commenced  without  any  of  the 
preliminary  skirmishing  before  a  general  engagement.  To  the  best  of 
my  judgment,  it  was  not  more  than  five  minutes  from  the  firing  of  the 
first  shot  to  the  catastrophe  when  my  battery  was  taken  and  myself  a 
prisoner.  In  the  mean  time  some  of  my  horses  returned,  were  hitched 
in,  and  killed.  The  rest  were  driven  back  by  the  fierce  fire  from  the 
front.  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  stay  ^jith  my  guns  so  long  as  a  single 
shot  could  be  fired,  or  a  chance  exist  of  their  being  supported  and  re- 
taken. I  did  not  realize  the  helplessness  of  the  case  until  I  was  sur- 
rounded and  retreat  impossible. 

In  the  brief  time  we  were  engaged  I  had  3  men  killed,  25  wounded, 
and  22  taken  prisoners. 

I  wish  here  to  compliment  my  men  for  their  determined  bravery;  they 
obeyed  orders  implicitly,  and  stood  by  their  guns  to  the  last. 

I  would  not  be  understood  in  this  report  as  casting  the  slightest  re- 
flection on  the  discretion  or  vigilance  of  my  brigade  commander.  I  am 
not  capable  of  criticising  his  orders,  nor  would  I  be  permitted  to  do  so 
had  I  the  disposition.  I  had  learned  highly  to  respect  General  Kirk  as 
a  fine  gentleman  and  accomplished  soldier.  I  reverenced  him  for  his 
heroic  courage  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy.  He  was  dangerously 
wounded  in  a  desperate  attempt  to  rally  his  broken  regiments  to  sup- 
port my  battery,  riding  almost  upon  the  bayonets  of  the  enemy. 

As  I  have  been  charged  with  grave  errors  on  the  occasion  of  the  battle, 
I  respectfully  request  that  I  may  be  ordered  before  a  court  of  inquiry, 
that  my  conduct  may  be  investigated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  EDGAKTO]^, 
Captain  Battery  E^  First  Regiment  Artillery^  Ohio  Vols. 

Col.  James  Barnett, 

Chief  of  Artillery, 


No.  S3. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Albey^t  G.  Ransom^  Battery  E^  First  Ohio  Light  Artil- 
lery, 

In  Gamp  near  MurfreesborougtH,  Tenn., 

January  7,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  Battery  E,  First 
Eegiment  Ohio  Artillery,  in  the  movement  of  the  Federal  army  on  Mur- 
freesborough  and  the  battles  before  that  town. 

Leaving  camp  near  Nashville,  December  26,  1862,  but  marching  in 
rear  of  two  other  divisions,  the  Second  was  not  that  day  engaged.     We 
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bivouacked  south  of  Nolensville,  and  early  on  tlie  morning  of  the  27th 
instant  started  on  the  road  to  Triune.  Before  we  had  proceeded  more 
than  1  mile,  heavy  skirmishing  was  heard  in  front,  and  one  section  of 
our  hattery  was  ordered  forward  by  General  Kirk.  Our  place  in  the 
march  being  in  rear  of  the  Second  Eegiment,  when  the  head  of  the  col- 
umn had  reached  the  top  of  a  ridge  beyond  which  cavalry  skirmishing 
was  still  going  on,  a  masked  battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  left  and  com- 
manding the  road  opened  on  it.  Our  pieces  were  at  once  unlimbered, 
and,  after  firing  twelve  rounds,  got  no  response  from  the  enemy's  guns. 
The  infantry  skirmishers  had  filed  off  the  road  to  the  left,  and  our 
entire  battery  now  moved  rapidly  after  them. 

Leaving  the  pike,  the  skirmishers  moved  to  the  top  of  another  ridge, 
and  our  battery,  following,  was  at  once  placed  in  position  there,  from 
which  point  it  opened  fire  from  every  gun,  driving  the  rebels  out  of 
range.  Here  we  were  ordered  to  await  the  uplifting  of  a  very  heavy 
fog,  and,  when  the  infantry  mo ved  forward,  again  sought  the  pike,  which 
we  followed  until  the  skirmishers  reported  the  enemy  again  in  sight  and 
in  line  of  battle.  A  fine  position,  on  a  hill  overlooking  Triune,  and  within 
the  range  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  in  line  of  battle  facing  our  left,  was  found 
here,  and  four  pieces  opened  from  this  eminence,  throwing  shot  and 
shell  into  and  beyond  the  town,  and  into  the  rebels  on  right  and  left. 

When  we  first  came  in  sight  of  Triune,  the  road  was  filled  with  rebel 
cavalry,  and  one  section,  unlimbering  in  the  road,  made  them  its  especial 
mark.  The  town  was  soon  made  untenable,  and  in  an  effort  made  by  the 
rebel  battery  planted  above  the  village  to  return  our  fire,  it  was  driven  off 
with  one  gun  disabled.  The  enemy  again  retired  before  our  fire,  and 
the  skirmishers,  following  up  as  fast  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
admit,  threatened  the  capture  of  his  guns,  which  he  fired  rapidly,  and 
which  we  could  not  return,  as  he  had  cut  down  a  bridge,  obliging  us  to 
search  a  crossing  more  than  one-half  mile  down  the  creek.  When  our 
battery  again  appeared,  the  enemy  had  drawn  off,  but  we  threw  several 
shots  in  the  direction  of  his  retreat. 

We  were  not  again  in  action  until  the  evening  of  December  30,  when 
the  Second  Brigade  was  ordered  to  support  the  right  of  General  Davis' 
division,  threatened  by  rebel  cavalry.  They  showed  themselves  in  force, 
but,  having  secured  a  good  position,  a  few  shells  threw  their  ranks  into 
confusion  and  made  them  retire.  The  right  of  General  Davis  was  at 
this  time  sufferiug  from  the  shells  of  the  enemy's  battery,  to  which  we 
turned  our  attention,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  silencing  the  battery 
after  a  few  rounds.  Knowing  our  danger  on  the  right,  we  planted  two 
pieces  on  the  road  by  which  it  was  supposed  the  enemy  would  come, 
kept  the  horses  harnessed  all  night,  and  took  every  precaution  we 
thought  necessary  to  guard  against  surprise. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  instant  the  pickets  gave  the 
alarm,  and  skirmishers  were  firing,  but  as  yet  could  see  no  enemy.  The 
horses  were  quickly  hitched,  except  a  few,  perhaps  one-half  of  which 
were  on  their  return  from  water,  and  were  brought  up  at  once.  Failing 
to  distinguish  the  enemy,  two  shells  were  thrown  in  the  direction  of  their 
fire,  and,  when  they  appeared,  canister.  Six  rounds  were  poured  into 
the  moving  mass  with  great  effect,  but,  attacked  in  front  and  flank,  we 
soon  saw  our  horses  shot  down,  the  work  evidently  of  sharpshooters, 
who  moved  in  the  advance  and  on  the  right  and  left,  until  the  whole 
column  being  now  upon  us,  we  had  not  horses  enough  to  save  our  guns. 

The  number  of  deaths  among  our  men,  and  particularly  the  fact  that 
two  of  them  were  bayoneted  at  their  guns,  will  show  conclusively  the 
courage  and  tenai3ity  which  influenced  them  on  the  occasion.    Com- 
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pletely  overpowered,  it  became  necessary  to  retire  with  a  ie^vt  horses — 
perhaps  30. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  express  my  heartfelt  regret  at  the  loss  of 
Captain  Edgarton,  whose  pianly  voice  rang  out  above  the  din  of  mus- 
ketry, encouraging  his  men,  and  giving  orders  coolly  and  judiciously. 
He  preferred  to  go  a  prisoner  with  his  battery  to  leaving  his  much- 
cherished  pieces.  In  mentioning  the  other  officers  and  meu,  the  name 
of  Lieutenant  Berwick  comes  foremost,  who,  an  adopted  citizen,  rushed 
to  arms  at  the  first  call,  and,  in  acts  as  well  as  words,  proved  his  un- 
changeable love  of  the  freedom  which  enticed  him  from  his  bonnie  hills. 
The  sergeants  and  men  behaved  with  noble  devotion,  as  the  death  of 
three  of  the  former  will  fully  testify,  while  the  alacrity  shown  by  all  to 
enter  the  service  anywhere,  so  they  could  fight  for  their  country,  proves 
patriotism  and  courage. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  append  the  names  of  those  known  to  have 
been  killed  and  wounded. 

EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  EANSOM, 
First  Lieutenant^  Commanding, 

Capt.  D.  C.  Wagner, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant' General,  Second  Brigade, 


No.  34. 


Report  of  Col.  William  R.  Gibson,  Forty -ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eight  Wing, 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  5,  1863. 

Captain:  The  capture  of  Brigadier-General  Willich  renders  it  my 
duty  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  commanding  division,  the 
participation  of  this  command  in  the  events  of  the  last  ten  days.  In 
accomplishing  this  task,  I  shall  address  myself  to  a  concise  narrative  of 
occurrences,  that  "  the  truth  of  history  may  be  vindicated,"  the  memory 
of  our  heroic  slain  honored,  and  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  brave 
survivors,  who,  by  their  energy  and  stubborn  courage,  maintained  a 
conflict  for  six  days,  and  vanquished  the  great  army  of  our  foe. 

Leaving  camp,  near  Nashville,  December  26, 1862,  the  first  and  second 
days'  march  was  without  incident,  and  took  us  through  Nolensville  to 
Triune,  20  miles. 

The  following  day  we  reconnoitered  the  country  7  miles  to  our  front, 
in  the  direction  of  Shelby ville,  and  developed  the  fact  that  the  rebel 
forces  had  retreated  the  day  and  night  previous  in  the  direction  of  this 
place.    In  that  reconnaissance  we  made  41  prisoners  of  war. 

On  the  29th  we  moved  upon  this  place,  reaching  the  Salem  road,  4 
miles  distant,  after  dark,  and  slept  upon  our  arms  in  rear  of  General 
Davis'  division. 

On  the  30th  we  advanced  upon  this  position,  acting  as  a  reserve  to 
the  right  wing,  and  were  not  brought  under  fire  that  day.  In  the  even- 
ing we  took  up  a  position  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  army  on  the  Frank- 
lin road.  General  Kirk's  brigade  was  in  front,  with  pickets  thrown  out 
to  the  margin  of  open  fields.  To  his  rear  and  near  his  right,  in  oper 
woods,  was  Edgarton's  battery  in  position,  with  a  narrow  cleared  field 
in  front.    To  the  right  of  this  battery,  and  on  a  line  perpendicular  to  the 
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rear  of  General  Kirk's  right,  were  the  reserves  of  the  Thirty-niuth  and 
Thirty-second  Indiana,  of  this  command,  portions  of  each  being  on  picket 
duty. 

The  direction  of  the  Franklin  road  is  due  east  and  west  at  this  point, 
and  it  was  covered  by  General  Kirk's  right,  his  line  of  battle  fronting 
east  and  in  advance  of  a  lane  running  north  and  south,  8  yards  wide, 
and  intersecting  the  road  at  right  angles.  In  this  angle  is  a  field  of 
open  woods  330  yards  square.  South  of  this  is  an  uninclosed  space 
covered  by  a  few  trees  and  near  100  yards  wide,  through  which  the 
Franklin  road  is  located.  At  the  fence,  to  the  right  of  Edgarton's  bat- 
tery, five  companies  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  were  camped  in  line  of 
battle,  fronting  south.  To  their  right  the  Thirty-second  Indiana  occu- 
pied a  like  position.  Inside  of  the  wooded  field  and  within  30  yards  of 
the  fence  the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  fronting 
south,  its  left  resting  within  100  yards  of  the  lane  and  its  right  within  a 
like  distance  of  the  west  in  closure.  In  its  rear  the  Eighty-ninth  Illinois 
was  in  double  column,  closed  in  mass,  fronting  south.  Perpendicular 
to  the  rear  of  the  right  of  the  Forty -ninth  was  the  Fifteenth  Ohio,  in 
line  near  the  fence,  fronting  west,  its  left  wing  resting  within  60  yards 
of  the  Forty-ninth.  In  the  southwest  corner  of  this  wooded  field  Good- 
speed's  battery  was  parked  in  oblong  square.  North  and  west  of  this 
field  and  south  and  east  of  the  uninclosed  space  were  cleared  fields. 
The  picket  line  of  General  Kirk  covered  his  front  and  flank,  connecting 
with  that  of  this  brigade  at  a  fence  600  yards  south  of  the  left  of  the 
reserve  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Indiana.  The  pickets  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
were  advanced  700  yards  in  front  of  the  reserve  in  an  open  corn-field. 
The  pickets  of  the  Thirty-second  joined  those  of  the  Thirty-ninth  and 
covered  our  flank  and  rear.  At  3  a.  m.  Colonel  Jones  was  ordered  to 
patrol  the  woods  600  yards  in  front  of  his  pickets.  No  indications  of 
the  presence  or  i)urposes  of  the  enemy  were  discerned. 

Here  I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  ver^^  concise  and  satisfactory 
report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  commanding  Thirty-ninth  Indiana, 
and  also  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Erdelmeyer,  commanding 
Thirty-second  Indiana.  These  dispositions  had  been  made  and  these 
precautions  adopted  by  General  Willich. 

At  dawn  of  day  orders  were  received  to  build  fires  and  make  coffee. 
In  a  few  moments  after  I  met  General  Willich,  who  remarked  that  he 
would  be  absent  a  few  moments  at  the  headquarters  of  General  John- 
sou,  and  in  case  anything  occurred  in  front  of  our  pickets  he  directed 
me  to  rally  the  Thirty-ninth  and  Thirty  second  to  their  support. 

At  6.25,  and  soon  after  meeting  the  general,  firing  was  heard  on  Gen- 
eral Kirk's  right.  The  brigade  was  instantly  ordered  to  take  arms,  and 
Lieutenant  Miles,  of  the  staff,  was  dispatched  for  General  Willich.  He 
was  found,  and  started  for  his  command,  but  his  horse  was  shot  under 
him,  and  he  was  made  a  prisoner  before  giving  an  order. 

The  enemy  advanced  upon  our  position  with  four  heavy  lines  of  bat- 
tle, with  a  strong  reserve  held  in  mass.  All  these  were  in  full  view 
before  the  lines  of  General  Kirk  gave  way.  His  left  extended  a  great 
distance  beyond  our  extreme  right,  and  was  thrown  forward,  so  that 
his  lines  were,  to  some  extent,  oblique  to  ours.  To  the  right  of  our 
position,  and  near  the  Franklin  road,  he  took  position  with  an  immense 
force  of  cavalry.  In  fact,  the  center  of  Hardee's  corps  attacked  our 
right.  His  lines  were  advanced  with  great  rapidity,  and  his  force  could 
not  have  been  less  than  35,000,  besides  cavalry. 

Portions  of  Polk's  and  Smith's  corps  were  engaged.  The  lines  of 
General  Kirk  soon  yielded  to  an  assault  which  no  troops  in  the  world 
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could  have  withstood.  The  Thirty-second  and  Thirty-ninth  moved 
promptly,  but  were  embarrassed  by  the  retiring  forces,  and  their  safety 
endangered  by  an  assault  in  overwhelming  numbers  upon  front  and 
flanks.  Lieutenant  Belding  moved  back  with  four  guns,  but  was  so 
hotly  pressed  that  he  could  not  put  them  in  position  with  safety.  He 
had  done  nothing  in  his  original  position,  because  the  lines  falling  back 
in  our  front  were  between  his  guns  and  the  enemy's  line.  He  and  his 
men  stood  at  their  pieces  until'  the  enemy's  lines  were  within  50  yards, 
when  they  fell  back,  leaving  two  guns  on  the  field,  owing  to  the  killing 
of  horses  attached  to  one  and  the  breaking  of  the  pole  of  the  other. 

The  Forty -ninth  remained  in  its  position  until  ordered  to  retire,  and 
fought  desperately  at  every  rod.  The  Fifteenth  Ohio,  Colonel  Wallace, 
delivered  six  rounds  before  falling  back,  while  the  Thirty-second  and 
Thirty-ninth  Indiana  bravely  contested  the  ground  on  the  right.  The 
courage  and  activity  of  these  regiments  kept  the  enemy  in  check  until 
our  artillery  horses  could  be  hitched,  and  the  dead  of  the  foe  showed 
the  telling  effect  of  their  fire.  With  cavalry  on  their  right,  infantry 
assailing  them  on  the  left,  and  heavy  masses  rushing  to  the  assault  in 
front,  these  regiments  were  directed  to  retire  as  the  only  escape  from 
annihilation  or  capture. 

Edgarton's  battery,  after  being  uncovered  by  the  lines  of  General 
Kirk,  opened  fire,  but  before  three  rounds  were  delivered  the  enemy 
reached  the  guns  and  captured  the  pieces.  Unchecked,  the  foe  rushed 
on,  and  as  his  advance  reached  Goodspeed's  battery,  his  second  line 
reached  Edgarton's  battery,  and  that  gallant  officer  being  wounded 
and  made  prisoner,  his  men  continued  to  defend  themselves  with  their 
gun-swabs.  The  Fifteenth  Ohio,  Colonel  Wallace,  had  got  into  posi- 
tion, and,  under  cover  of  its  fire,  the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  and  Eighty-ninth 
Illinois  were  directed  to  retire  by  the  flank.  The  Thirty-second  and 
Thirty-ninth  were  now  retiring  in  good  order. 

At  this  juncture,  learning  nothing  of  General  Willich,  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  exert  myself  as  far  as  possible  to  save  the  command.  Good- 
speed's  battery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Belding,  was  ordered  to 
retire  to  a  position  beyond  an  open  field,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Drake 
was  directed  to  place  the  Forty-ninth  Ohio  in  position  at  the  same  point. 

Here  I  had  hoped  to  rally  the  whole  brigade,  but  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Drake  was  killed,  and  Major  Porter,  of  the  Forty -ninth,  was  severely 
wounded.  My  horse  was  shot,  and  most  of  our  field  officers  were  disa- 
bled or  dismounted  by  the  enemy's  tire.  From  my  position,  looking  to 
our  center,  I  could  see  our  whole  line  fall  back  rapidly  in  some  disorder, 
though  a  constant  fire  was  kept  up  to  the  right. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones  was  bravely  rallying  his  men,  and  large 
numbers,  separated  from  other  regiments,  were  moving  directly  west, 
instead  of  to  our  center.  Lieutenants  Belding  and  Scovill,  with  one 
gun,  moved  to  the  center,  while  Lieutenant  Day,  in  charge  of  three 
guns,  moved  back  toward  the  Wilkinson  road,  with  our  extreme  right. 
After  retiring  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  rallying  and  fighting  at  every 
available  point,  my  second  horse  was  killed,  i)lacing  it  again  out  of  my 
power  to  communicate  with  our  center. 

Boon  after,  a  line  was  rallied  and  formed,  extending  west  to  a  small 
creek,  and  Lieutenant  Belding's  gun  was  got  in  position.  Beyond  the 
creek  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones  and  myself  rallied,  under  cover  of  a 
fence  and  cedar  thicket.  As  the  enemy's  columns  neared  our  irregular 
lines,  they  were  met  by  a  ra])i(l  and  deadly  fire,  and  Lieutenant  Belding 
opened  fire  at  the  same  time  with  terrible  effect.  The  rebel  columns 
were  checked  and  fell  back  across  the  open  ground.    Here  they  opened 

20  B  E— VOL  XX.  PT  I 


306  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.XXXIL 

on  US  with  artillery  and  again  advanced  their  infantry,  our  line  falling 
back. 

After  thus  rallying  and  meeting  the  enemy  several  times,  we  arrived 
with  our  flank  on  tbe  Wilkinson  road,  a  short  distance  west  of  our 
ammunition  train.  Here  we  were  charged  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  and 
lost  one  gnu,  all  of  us  being  in  the  enemy's  power.  My  sword  was 
demanded,  but  just  at  that  instant  a  detachment  of  our  cavalry  made 
a  dash  for  our  rescue,  and  in  the  confusion  of  the  moment  most  of  us 
fought  our  way  out  and  escaped. 

The  division  train  was  got  under  motion,  and  we  moved  rapidly  and 
in  considerable  disorder  to  the  Nashville  road,  closely  pursued  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry.  Here  the  colors  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  were 
captured.  At  this  moment  I  learned  that  a  considerable  portion  of  this 
brigade  had  reached  the  center  ;  that  General  Willich  had  been  killed 
or  captured,  and  that  General  Wallace  was  in  command  of  the  brigade. 
A  complete  panic  prevailed.  Teams,  ambulances,  horsemen,  footmen, 
and  attaches  of  the  army,  black  and  white,  mounted  on  horses  and 
mules,  were  rushing  to  the  rear  in  the  wildest  confusion.  I  exerted 
myself  to  arrest  this  panic,  and  hastened  down  the  road  until  I  met 
Colonel  Walker  with  his  brigade,  who  promptly  formed  in  line  of  battle 
and  put  his  artillery  in  position.  With  this  assurance  the  tide  was 
quite  checked,  and,  placing  a  strong  guard  of  cavalry  across  the  road, 
Colonel  Walker  moved  his  command  to  the  front,  compelling  every 
able-bodied  soldier  to  fall  in.  I  hurried  them  back  to  the  front,  and 
thus  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  were  compelled  to  return  to  their 
commands. 

In  the  evening  this  brigade  was  reorganized,  and,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Johnson,  took  position  on  our  extreme  right,  in  rear  of  Colonel 
Carlin's  brigade,  of  the  First  Division. 

Though  repulsed  and  sustaining  severe  loss  in  officers  and  men  the 
day  previous,  January  1  found  us  1,300  strong,  and  eager  to  participate 
in  the  dangers  and  struggles  of  the  field. 

I  was  directed  to  reconnoiter  the  woods  to  the  right  and  rear  of  oui 
position,  which  was  accomplished  under  the  observation  of  Major-Gen 
erals  Eosecrans  and  McCook.  Though  within  range  of  the  enemy's 
battery,  we  reached  the  woods  unobserved,  and  soon  met  his  sharpshoot- 
ers, and  discovered  that  he  was  massing  his  infantry  under  cover  of 
these  woods,  with  the  apparent  design  of  attacking  our  extreme  right. 
In  withdrawing  we  were  harassed  by  shot  and  shell  from  his  batteries, 
but  sustained  no  loss.  We  were  soon  directed  to  reoccupy  the  woods, 
and  promptly  took  up  our  position  with  the  Fifteenth  Ohio  and  the 
Thirty-second  Indiana  and  Eighty-ninth  Illinois,  in  line  of  battle  (their 
front  covered  by  skirmishers),  and  the  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  and  Forty- 
ninth  Ohio,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones,  as  a  reserve.  The  enemy's 
cavalry  made  a  dash  upon  our  position,  but  were  gallantly  repulsed 
by  our  skirmishers. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  right  having  averted  the  serious 
attention  of  General  Eosecrans,  troops  were  promptly  placed  in  posi- 
tion to  our  left,  and  our  lines  withdrawn  to  the  margin  of  the  woods, 
our  flank  covered  by  a  strong  force  of  cavalry.  The  prompt  movements 
of  our  forces  and  the  splendid  maneuvering  of  the  commander-in-chief 
defeated  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  and  no  further  attack  was  made. 

Leaving  this  position  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  by  order  of  General 
Johnson,  we  were  placed  in  an  important  position,  so  as  to  sustain  the 
right,  center,  or  left,  in  case  of  a  reverse  to  either. 

Jn  the  evening:  a  terrible  assault  was  made  upon  our  extreme  left^  and 
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our  forces  were  repulsed.  We  were  ordered  to  make  a  charge  with  the 
bayonet.  The  brigade  mo\  ed  out  and  deployed  in  splendid  style.  It 
moved  with  alacrity  and  perfect  order,  clearing  the  field  and  reaching 
the  river,  where  we  were  ordered  to  halt.  Our  right  flank  was  exposed 
to  the  enemy^s  infantry,  concealed  in  the  woods  on  our  right,  while  he 
annoyed  us  with  a  battery  across  Stone's  River. 

General  Palmer  attempted  to  drive  the  foe  from  the  woods,  but,  meet- 
ing with  strong  resistance,  his  aide  appealed  to  me  for  re-enforcements, 
and  the  Thirty-second  Indiana  was  detached  for  that  service.  They 
met  and  repulsed  two  regiments,  driving  them  across  the  river  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  gallantry  and  enthu- 
siasm that  this  heroic  regiment  exhibited  in  this  emergency.  Our  bri- 
gade changed  the  fortunes  of  the  hour,  and,  under  cover  of  our  lines, 
the  enemy  was  driven  back  and  three  pieces  of  artillery  captured. 
Though  under  arms  night  and  day,  and  maneuvering,  we  were  not 
again  brought  within  range  of  the  enemy's  musketry. 

I  must  mention  the  fortitude  and  good  cheer  with  which  the  officers 
and  men  submitted  to  the  hardships  and  exposure  of  four  long  days  and 
nights,  without  adequate  rations  or  shelter;  they  cheerfully  subsisted 
partly  on  parched  corn,  and  rested  in  drenching  rains. 

On  visiting  the  field  over  which  we  retired  on  the  31st,  abundant 
evidence  was  presented  of  the  desperate  struggle.  Our  men  rallied 
whenever  summoned,  and  delivered  their  fire  with  deadly  effect.  Though 
the  enemy's  wounded  and  many  of  his  dead  had  been  removed,  it  is  safe 
to  affirm  that  his  killed  exceeded  ours  as  three  to  two,  and  that  vast 
numbers  were  wounded.  It  was  before  our  fire  that  General  Rains, 
of  the  rebel  army,  was  killed,  and  a  vast  number  of  subordinate  officers 
and  men  killed  and  wounded.  Every  rod  of  ground  over  which  we 
retired  was  marked  by  the  blood  of  the  foe,  and  our  men  reached  the 
center  with  empty  cartridge-boxes. 

Our  loss  was  terrible,  but  unavoidable,  and  is,  to  a  great  extent,  com- 
pensated by  the  result  ultimately  obtained.  We  went  into  action  with 
2,458  men  and  113  commissioned  officers.  In  killed,  we  lost  96,  includ- 
ing 4  officers ;  in  wounded,  we  lost  365,  including  14  officers,  and  our 
missing  reach  682,  including  6  officers.  Many  of  our  missing  escaped, 
and  are  safe  in  the  rear,  but  it  is  probable  that  400  were  made  pris- 
oners. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Drake,  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  fell  at  the  post  of  duty, 
bravely  cheering  his  men.  By  his  death  the  State  has  lost  a  valued 
citizen,  his  community  an  ornament,  his  family  a  noble  husband  and 
kind  father,  and  the  army  a  most  gallant  and  faithful  soldier. 

Captain  Keller,  of  the  same  regiment,  fell  as  heroes  love  to  fall.  A 
true  patriot  and  accomplished  soldier,  he  carried  with  him  into  camp 
and  field  all  the  graces  of  Christianity. 

Captain  Willett,  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Illinois,  fell  while  bravely  lead- 
ing his  command,  and  such  were  his  accomplishments  as  a  gentleman 
and  soldier  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill  his  place. 

Throughout  these  trying  days  and  nights  officers  and  men  did  their 
duty  nobly,  with  a  few  exceptions — a  few  officers  failed  to  earn  the  con- 
fidence of  their  men,  and  some  privates  sought  safety  in  flight. 

The  Fifteenth  Ohio  evinced  the  greatest  courage,  and  many  of  its 
officers  deserve  special  mention.  Colonel  Wallace,  always  prudent, 
energetic,  and  brave,  fully  sustained  his  high  reputation  as  a  soldier, 
and  won  the  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  his  condurjt.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Askew  fell,  early  on  the  31st,  while  heroically  cheering  his 
men. 
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Capt^ain  Dawson  was  especially  distinguished  for  thrilling  heroism 
and  persistent  courage.  This  officer,  conspicuous  in  so  many  battles, 
and  so  well  qualified,  merits,  and  should  receive,  honorable  promotion. 

Adjutant  Dubois,  of  the  same  regiment,  deserves  special  mention  for 
gallantry  and  good  conduct. 

The  Forty-ninth  Ohio  sustained  its  high  reputation,  and,  though  it 
lost  10  officers,  it  faced  the  foe  at  every  point.  Captain  Gray,  as  rank- 
ing officer,  had  charge  of  a  portion  of  the  regiment  on  the  31st,  and 
proved  himself  brave,  prudent,  and  competent  for  any  command.  Ad- 
jutant Korton  was  especially  heroic,  and  excited  general  admiration  by 
his  inflexible  courage  and  great  activity.  Both  of  these  officers  merit, 
and  I  hope  will  receive,  promotion.  Captains  McCormack  and  Tyler 
were  ever  active,  brave,  and  self-possessed  in  the  midst  of  dangers,  and 
showed  themselves  worthy  and  competent  to  command. 

The  splendid  conduct  of  the  Thirty-second  Indiana  fully  sustained  its 
claims  to  confidence.  Every  officer  and  man  did  his  duty  heroically. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Erdelmeyer,  commanding,  and  Major  Glass  and  Cap- 
tain Mank  were  especially  conspicuous  throughout  the  long  struggle. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Hotchkiss,  commanding  Eighty-ninth  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers, deserves  the  highest  praise  for  his  coolness  and  skill  in  action. 
He  drew  off  his  men  in  good  order,  fighting  as  he  withdrew,  and  showed 
himself  worthy  of  any  command.  This  gallant  officer  has  given  to  the 
service  one  of  its  best  regiments,  and  has  justly  earned  promotion. 
Major  Hall  and  Captain  Whiting,  brave  and  valuable  officers,  I  regret 
to  say,  were  made  prisoners.  All  the  officers  and  men  of  this  regiment 
did  their  duty  promptly,  and  earned  the  confidence  of  their  companions 
in  arms.  Captain  Williams,  commanding  during  the  illness  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Hotchkiss,  is  an  efficient  and  competent  officer. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jones  commanding, 
fought  with  desperation  and  terrible  effect.  Its  list  of  casualties  shows 
that  where  it  moved  the  battle  raged  most  fierce.  Men  could  not  have 
evinced  greater  courage  and  heroism.  Captains  McClelland,  Cody,  Mc- 
Coy, Graham,  and  Captain  Herring,  acting  major,  merit  the  highest 
praise  for  their  activity  and  energy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jones  dis- 
charged his  duties  in  the  most  gallant  manner  j  ever  active  and  brave, 
he  rallied  his  men  at  every  point,  and  yielded  only  before  overwhelming 
numbers.  He  met  the  foe  in  hand-to-hand  conflict,  and  owes  his  escape 
to  the  skillful  use  of  his  side-arms.  I  beg  leave  to  urge  the  name  of 
this  most  meritorious  officer  upon  the  Executive  of  his  State  for  promo- 
tion. 

I  cannot  too  highly  commend  the  good  conduct  of  Lieutenants  field- 
ing, Scovill,  and  Day,  of  Battery  A,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  and  the  men 
under  their  command.  The  loss  of  three  guns  was  from  no  fault  of  any 
one.  Lieutenant  Beldiug  did  splendid  execution  upon  the  enemy's  col- 
umn, and  proved  himself  worthy  of  a  command.  I  cannot  too  strongly 
urge  his  promotion  upon  the  Executive  of  Ohio. 

Surgeons  Kunkler,  Park,  Tuttle,  Kelly,  and  Pitman,  as  well  as  Dr. 
Corey,  hospital  steward  of  the  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  remained  on  the  field 
and  labored  for  days  and  nights,  unaided,  in  caring  for  our  wounded. 
For  thus  faithfully  performing  their  duty,  at  the  risk  of  maltreatment, 
and  possibly  captivity,  they  have  secured  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
this  command. 

On  theeveningof  the  31st,  Captain  Schmitt,  Lieutenants  Green,  Miles, 
and  McGrath,  of  General  Willich's  staff,  reported  to  me  for  duty,  and 
in  all  the  subsequent  operations  of  the  command  these  gallant  officers 
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were  vigilant  and  prompt  in  every  duty,  and  to  them  I  am  under  special 
obligations  for  suggestions  on  the  field.  Though  not  acting  under  my 
personal  observation  on  the  31st,  they  were  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
and  officers  of  experience  speak  of  their  conduct  as  being  most  intelli- 
gent and  heroic  in  rallying  our  forces.  James  Purdy,  mounted  orderly, 
merits  especial  praise  for  his  activity  and  courage  throughout  the  week 
of  battles. 

I  must  express  the  deep  regret  of  officers  and  men  at  the  capture  of 
Brigadier- General  Willich ;  having  the  confidence  of  the  brigade,  and 
being  a  soldier  of  education  and  experience,  his  removal  from  the  com- 
mand at  this  juncture  is  a  public  misfortune. 

To  Brigadier-General  Johnson  we  are  under  obligations  for  constant 
vigilance,  unremitting  energy,  and  his  many  acts  of  kindness  and  ex- 
pressions of  confidence  toward  this  command. 

In  the  name  of  the  brigade,  I  am  allowed  to  thank  Major-General 
McCook  and  the  general-in-chief  for  their  flattering  attentions  on  the 
field,  and  for  their  repeated  exhibitions  of  confidence  in  our  efficiency, 
prudence,  and  courage. 

1  am,  most  respectfully, 

W.  H.  GIBSOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Brigade. 

Capt.  J.  E.  Bartlett, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  Charles  T.  HotchMss,  Eighty -ninth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Eighty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry, 

First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eight  Wing, 
In  Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  7, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  regiment  in  the  series  of  engagements  between  the  Federal  and 
rebel  forces  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  and  upon  the  approaches 
thereto,  commencing  on  December  26,  1862,  and  ending  on  January  4, 
1863,  when  the  latter,  under  General  Bragg,  were  defeated  by  the  army 
of  General  Eosecrans  and  forced  to  evacuate  all  their  positions  in  and 
about  Murfreesborough. 

This  regiment  left  camp,  in  front  of  I^ashville,  with  my  brigade  on 
the  morning  of  December  26,  taking  the  ISTolensville  pike  and  moving 
slowly  with  the  column  (as  the  enemy  had  to  be  driven  by  the  advance) 
through  ]N^olensville,  Triune,  and  along  the  Murfreesborough  and  Frank- 
lin road,  arriving,  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  at  a  point  about  3J  miles 
due  west  from  Murfreesborough,  where,  just  after  dark,  the  brigade 
was  put  in  position  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  right  wing,  about  200 
yards  in  rear  of  and  at  right  angles  with  Kirk^s  brigade. 

My  regiment  was  formed  in  double  column  at  half  distance  in  rear  of 
the  Forty-ninth  Ohio,  which  was  formed  in  line,  fronting  south.  The 
Fifteenth  Ohio  formed  in  line,  fronting  west,  on  my  right  flank,  with 
Battery  A,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  near  the  right  flank  of  the  Forty-ninth 
Ohio  and  the  left  flank  of  the  Fifteenth  Ohio,  the  Thirty -second  and 
Thirty -ninth  Indiana  Eegiments  being  on  picket  covering  the  front  of 
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our  position  both  south  aud  west,  thus  protecting  the  rear  of  the  ex- 
treme right  (Kirk's  "brigade)  of  the  right  wing.  In  this  position  my  men 
bivouacked  without  tires  for  the  night. 

At  5.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  as  ray  men  were  build- 
ing fires  for  cooking,  rapid  firing  was  heard  on  Kirk's  front,  which  was 
almost  instantly  followed  by  the  men  of  his  brigade  rushing  in  confusion 
and  indiscriminately  through  our  ranks  and  over  my  men,  closely  fol 
lowed  by  a  heavy  column  of  rebel  infantry.  The  enemy's  fire  being 
very  severe  and  heavy  upon  us,  and  the  large  number  of  fugitives  ])ass- 
ing  through  aud  covering  my  front,  together  with  peremptory  orders 
communicated  to  regimental  commanders  of  his  brigade  by  General 
Willich  the  night  previous,  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  make  a  deploy- 
ment or  otherwise  advantageously  change  my  position. 

To  protect  my  men  as  much  as  possible  from  the  enemy's  fire,  I  or- 
dered them  to  lie  down.  In  that  position  they  remained  without  confu- 
sion until  my  left  wing  was  uncovered  of  fugitives  and  the  enemy  within 
50  yards  of  my  position,  when  I  ordered  that  wing  to  fire,  which  was 
done  with  good  effect,  the  colors  of  the  leading  column  of  rebels  falling. 
Having  received  no  orders  as  yet,  and  seeing  the  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  falling  back,  I  gave  the  order  to  retire  by  the  right  flank,  on 
double-quick,  which  was  done  (but  with  some  confusion),  to  a  lane, 
about  400  yards  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  where  I  placed  Captains 
Willett's,  Whiting's,  and  Oomstock's,  and  Lieutenant  Wells'  companies 
in  a  very  good  position. 

But  few  of  our  shots  were  wasted,  the  colors  of  the  leading  column  ol 
the  enemy  again  falling  under  our  fire ;  but,  being  closely  pressed,  I 
ordered  the  companies  to  retire  on  the  same  line  of  direction  to  a  point 
on  a  small  creek,  about  500  yards  distant,  where  I  placed  Captains 
Eowell's  and  Blake's  companies  under  the  partial  cover  of  a  thicket, 
and  their  fire  most  materially  checked  the  enemy's  advancing  skirmish- 
ers, allowing  me  time  to  cross  the  creek  with,  and  partially  reorganize, 
my  command.  Captain  Eowell's  gradually  following. 

Following  the  line  of  the  creek,  I  again  crossed  to  a  point  some  500 
yards  southeast  of  the  Second  Division  hospital,  where,  in  an  open  field, 
I  joined  a  portion  of  each  of  the  Forty-ninth  and  Fifteenth  Ohio  and 
Thirty-second  Indiana  Regiments.  The  enemy's  cavalry  appearing  on 
our  right,  and  their  infantry  approaching  on  our  left  flank,  threatening 
to  cut  us  off',  I  moved  by  the  left  flank,  the  other  regiments  following,  in 
a  northeasterly  direction,  to  a  position  in  the  woods  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  about  equidistant  from  the  hospitals  of  the 
First  (General  Davis')  and  the  Second  (General  Johnson's)  Divisions,  a 
position  from  which  our  fire,  at  short  range  over  an  open  field,  thinned 
the  ranks  and  partially  checked  the  advance  of  the  rc^bels'  closely  press- 
ing columns. 

At  this  point,  being  informed  of  the  loss  of  General  Willich  and  Colo- 
nel Gibson,  the  next  senior  officer,  the  command  of  the  biigade  was 
assumed  by  Colonel  Wallace,  of  the  Fifteenth  Ohio. 

The  forces  (to  me  unknown)  which  here  formed  upon  the  right  and 
left  flanks  of  our  brigade  having  retired,  in  obedience  to  orders  I  re- 
tired my  regiment  in  line  and  in  good  order,  making  several  stands  in 
the  same  woods  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade  to  and  near  the  right 
of  General  Rousseau's  division,  where  I  was  ordered  by  General  John- 
son to  take  position  in  a  cedar  thicket  on  the  right  with  some  troops  (to 
me  unknown)  who  were  in  front  and  joining  on  the  right  of  said  divis- 
ion.    Soon  afterward,  the  troops  on  my  right  and  left  of  the  line,  which 
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tbey  and  I  in  common  held,  having  unexpectedly  and  rapidly  retired, 
and  my  position  just  then  receiving  the  brunt  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
and  musketry  fire,  and  my  ammunition  being  exhausted,  I  retired  my 
regiment,  by  the  flank,  to  the  rear,  there  replenishing  my  ammunition 
and  resting  my  men,  who  had  up  to  this  time  taken  and  delivered  an 
unceasing  fire  for  nearly  five  hours. 

Later  in  the  day,  being  informed  of  the  position  of  the  balance  of  the 
brigade,  I  at  once  rejoined  them,  when  I  was  put  in  position  on  the 
right  of  the  same,  thus  unitedly  forming  the  second  line  of  infantry 
(General  Davis' division  being  in  front)  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  right 
wing,  where  we  bivouacked  that  night  without  fires. 

The  operations  of  the  regiment  during  the  subsequent  four  days  were 
in  common  with  the  brigade,  and  were  not  of  a  character  to  need  from 
me  particular  mention,  with  the  exception  of  the  part  taken  by  it  on 
the  night  of  Friday,  January  2,  when,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Williams  (myself  being  unable  to  take  active  command),  it  had  the 
responsible  position  of  guarding  the  ford  and  supporting  Captain  Stokes' 
(Chicago  Board  of  Trade)  battery,  while  the  forces  under  General  Neg- 
ley  made  the  successful  charge  upon  the  enemy's  right. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  during  this  period,  particularly 
in  the  trying  action  of  the  31st,  was,  in  steadiness  and  bravery,  all  that 
could  be  required  by  any  commander.  This  phrase  fully  expresses  my 
estimate  of  their  conduct :  "  Every  man  that  day  did  his  duty."  Where 
bravery  and  obedience  were  so  general  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  make 
personal  discrimination ;  but  among  my  non  commissioned  officers  I  par- 
ticularly commend,  for  their  gallantry  in  rallying  to  my  colors  fugitives 
from  other  commands,  Sergt.  Maj.  John  M.  Farquhar  and  Sergt.  Erastus 
O.  Young,  of  Company  A;  also  Capt.  Button  G.  Cody,  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Indiana,  and  Lieutenant  Seifert,  of  the  Thirty-second  Indiana, 
who  tendered  their  services  to  me  on  the  field  and  fought  gallantly  in 
my  ranks. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  T.  HOTCHKISS, 
Lieutenant-  Co lonel,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Carl  Schmitt, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


No.  36. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  Franh  Erdelmeyer^  Thirty-second  Indiana  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Thirty- second  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Gamp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn,,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  official  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Thirty-second  Indiana  Volunteers  in  the  late  battle  at  Murfrees- 
borough  and  in  the  events  of  the  days  preceding. 

The  regiment  left  camp,  near  Mill  Creek,  on  the  morning  of  Decem- 
ber 26,  1862,  and  marched  to  Nolensville. 

On  the  27th,  the  regiment  advanced  to  Triune. 

On  the  28th,  having  the  advance  guard  of  the  brigade,  participated 
in  a  reconnaissance  toward  Shelbyville. 

On  the  29th,  we  left  Triune,  crossing  over  to  within  4  miles  of  Mur- 
freesborough. 
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On  the  30th,  the  battle  having  commenced,  the  regiment  moved  up 
to  the  road  and  performed  picket  duty  on  the  right  flank  of  the  extreme 
right  of  the  army  corps. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  firing  having  been  heard  on  our  left, 
Lieut.  S.  Green,  of  the  staff  of  General  A.  A\  illich,  ordered  me  to  dra\? 
in  the  pickets  and  move  up  to  the  brigade.  Before  I  was  able  to  as- 
semble seven  companies  of  my  command  and  form  them  in  line,  facing 
toward  the  center,  I  observed  the  enemy's  columns  advancing  and  firing. 
At  the  same  time  a  great  portion  of  our  battery,  guns,  caissons,  and 
battery  teams,  together  with  a  dense  mass  of  infantry,  in  disorder,  came 
rushing  toward  us,  and,  breaking  through  the  regiment,  forced  our  men 
to  give  way  and  fall  back.  The  confusion  and  panic  having  then  be- 
come general,  I  was  unable  to  reassemble  the  regiment  until  we  had 
retreated  along  the  creek  for  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  when  we 
succeeded  in  rallying  about  200  of  our  men. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  Lieutenant  Belding,  of  Captain  Good- 
speed's  battery,  retreated  with  me  with  one  gun,  and,  by  firing  several^ 
times  on  the  enemy,  checked  their  flanking  columns.  We  then  moved 
toward  the  center  of  the  engagement,  firing  on  the  enemy's  cavalry  at 
different  times,  and  met  at  a  rise  of  the  ground  the  rest  of  the  division, 
where  Colonel  Wallace,  of  the  Fifteenth  Ohio,  directed  me  to  fall  in 
line  with  his  regiment.  The  enemy  advancing  at  that  time,  we  fought 
there  for  more  than  an  hour,  and,  being  relieved  by  fresh  troops,  fell  back 
and  joined  the  brigade. 

In  the  afternoon  of  January  1  we  moved  to  a  strip  of  wood  on  the 
right  of  the  first  hospital  on  the  Nashville  road,  and  remained  there 
during  the  night,  picketing.  * 

On  the  2d  we  moved  with  the  brigade  as  reserve  to  the  center  of  the 
right  wing. 

Toward  6  o'clock  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  on  the  enemy  on 
the  left  of  our  center.  While  the  regiment  advanced  in  line  of  battle 
toward  Stone's  Eiver,  General  Palmer  rode  up  and  ordered  me  to  move 
the  regiment  by  the  right  flank  into  a  strip  of  wood  on  our  right,  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy. 

On  approaching  said  wood  I  received  their  fire  and  threw  out  my 
skirmishers  to  cover  my  advance.  We  then  charged  and  drove  them 
back  to  the  edge  of  the  hill,  where  the  heavy  firing  commenced,  the 
enemy  contesting  every  inch  of  ground.  My  skirmishers,  advancing 
on  the  right  and  left,  unexpectedly  found  themselves  within  15  yards  of 
the  enemy,  lying  below  the  crest  of  the  hill. 

At  that  time  a  regiment  came  up  to  our  support  on  the  right.  They 
fired  one  volley  and  fell  back  in  disorder.  A  second  regiment  (Thirty- 
first  Indiana)  came  up  in  fine  style,  and  at  the  right  moment  assisted  us 
in  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position,  causing  him  to  retreat  precipi- 
tately and  in  great  disorder  across  Stone's  Kiver.  It  having  grown 
night  for  nearly  two  hours,  it  was  impossible  to  gain  more  advantages 
or  better  results  of  the  fight,  keeping  our  position  until  relieved  by  Gen- 
eral Palmer's  pickets,  after  which  we  returned  to  camp. 

The  casualties  of  December  31  amount  to  2  killed,  13  wounded,  and 
115  missing ;  of  January  2,  10  killed,  27  wounded,  and  none  missing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANK  EEDELMEYEE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg,  Thirty-second  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Col.  W.  H.  Gibson, 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 


Chap.  XXXn.] 


THE  stone's  river  CAMPAIGN 


313 


Ko.  37. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col,  Fielder  A.  Jones  ^  Thirty -ninth  Indiana  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Thirty-ninth  Kegiment  of  Indiana  Volunteers  since  Decem- 
ber 25,  1862  : 

IlTothing  of  note  occurred  after  breaking  camp  near  JSTashville,  Tenn., 
until  the  regiment  arrived  on  the  field  of  operations  in  the  enemy's  front, 
near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  where  it  arrived  December  30,  1862. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  First  Brigade,  to  which  the  regi- 
ment belongs,  was  moved  to  the  extreme  right  wing  of  the  army,  the 
line  of  battle  of  the  brigade  being  nearly  at  right  angles  with  that  of 
the  right  wing. 

1  was  ordered  to  detail  five  companies  from  the  Thirty-ninth  Indiana 
for  picket  duty  during  the  night.  My  orders  were  to  join  the  left  of  my 
line  with  the  right  of  General  Kirk,  and  join  my  right  on  the  left  of  the 
picket  line  of  the  Thirty-second,  and  leave  the  five  reserve  companies 
in  line  of  battle,  facing  toward  my  picket  line.  Companies  A,  B,  0,  D, 
and  K  were  detailed,  and,  having  deployed  A,  C,and  D  as  skirmishers, 
with  B  and  K  as  supports,  I  joined  picket  lines  with  General  Kirk  and 
Thirty-second  Indiana,  as  ordered.  The  following  diagram  will  aid  in 
explaining  the  operations  of  the  31st : 


iH. 


-uT 


!? 


a 

CeoUxr  gi'cfve. 


jj  ^  QJ3,Simae, 


A,  line  of  battle  of  right  wing ;  B,  position  of  reserve  companies  of  Thirty-nintli 
Indiana  ;  dotted  line  a,  General  Kirk's  pickets ;  dotted  line  h,  picket  line  of  Thirty- 
ninth  Indiana,  distant  from  the  reserve  one-half  mile;  line  extends  through  open 
corn-field  from  point  H  to  house  E ;  D,  fence. 

About  3  a.  m.  December  31,  1862,  I  received  orders  from  General 
Willich  to  throw  forward  one  company  to  patrol  the  woods  F,  in  our 
front,  and  distant  about  600  yards.  Captain  Herring,  acting  major, 
immediately  sent  Company  B  forward  for  that  purpose. 

At  early  daylight  General  Willich  ordered  me,  in  case  there  should 
be  any  indication  that  the  rebels  had  placed  a  battery  in  our  front,  to 
move  my  picket  Lne  at  once  to  the  woods  F,  and  hold  it  till  the  brigade 
could  give  me  support.  I  went  immediately  to  the  picket  line,  and,  learn- 
ing from  the  patrol  that  no  indication  of  the  enemy  had  been  seen,  I 
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was  on  the  point  of  ordering  Company  B  from  the  front,  when  several 
shots  were  lired  from  the  pickets  on  our  left,  who  gave  way  at  the  point 
H,  leaving  our  flank  exposed.  1  ordered  Lieutenant  Stanley  to  recon- 
nect his  line  with  General  Kirk  and  hold  his  ground.  At  the  same  time 
I  ordered  all  the  company  reserves  on  the  picket  line,  forming  a  very 
strong  skirmish  line.  Scarcely  had  this  disposition  been  made  when 
Kirk^s  pickets  again  gave  way,  and  three  regiments  of  rebel  infantry, 
moving  abreast  in  line  of  battle,  were  interposed  between  my  picket 
line  and  the  reserve  companies.  Many  of  my  men  were  shot  down  at 
their  post  by  the  enemy  who  had  moved  into  their  rear. 

Seeing  that  the  rebel  line  of  battle  was  oblique  to  that  of  our  right 
wing,  and  supposing  that  our  brigade  would  either  change  obliquely  on 
the  Thirty-ninth  Indiana,  or  place  the  batteries  in  position  to  enfilade 
the  rebel  lines,  I,  partly  to  supjjort  such  a  movement,  and  partly  to  secure 
an  opportunity  to  rally  the  pickets  on  the  reserve,  ordered  Captain  Her- 
ring to  move  the  pickets  in  double-quick  time  by  the  right  flank  and 
take  position  behind  the  fence  D,  and  open  fire  on  the  advancing  foe,  at 
the  same  time  sending  Lieutenant  Neal  to  the  house  E,  to  open  the  fence 
and  show  the  companies  where  to  commence  filing  to  the  right.  We 
succeeded  in  rallying  Company  A,  and  parts  of  Companies  D  and  K, 
behind  the  fence,  when  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  murderous  fire. 
Lieutenant  Keal  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  of  the  few  who  took  posi- 
tion there,  nearly  one-half  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  Twice  did 
our  fire  cause  the  enemy^s  lines  to  halt  and  waver,  but  he  quickly  rallied 
and  moved  forward.  Had  we  been  supported  here,  either  with  infantry 
or  artillery,  the  enemy  would  have  been  repulsed  with  great  slaughter. 
But  no  support  came.  Three  rebel  standards  were  within  30  feet  of  the 
fence  when  I  ordered  the  men  to  double-quick  to  the  cedar  thicket  C, 
where  they  again  made  a  stand  and  covered  the  retreat  of  one  piece  of 
Goodspeed's  battery. 

Here  I  first  learned  that  my  five  reserve  companies,  under  command 
of  Captain  Cody,  senior  captain,  had  charged,  front  forward,  on  seven 
companies,  and  had  bravely  held  their  ground  until  the  regiment  on 
their  left  had  given  way,  when  they  were  forced  to  abandon  their  posi- 
tion. They  retired  in  good  order  for  some  distance,  when  their  ranks 
were  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  rush  of  stragglers  through  their  lines. 
Seeing  our  colors  at  a  distance,  I  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  fall  back 
at  once  and  join  them.  I  met  Colonel  Gibson  near  this  point,  and  we 
selected  a  ground  on  which  to  rally  our  two  regiments ;  but  ignorance 
of  the  topography  of  the  country,  and  the  operations  of  our  cavalry, 
threw  me  so  far  over  to  the  right  as  to  separate  me  from  Colonel  Gibson 
and  involve  me  in  difficulty  with  the  rebel  cavalry,  which  was  swarming 
on  our  flank.  The  division  train  being  threatened  by  this  cavalry,  I 
rallied  as  many  men  as  possible  to  its  support,  and  escorted  it  safely  and 
in  good  order  to  the  Kashville  pike. 

Here  both  myself  and  the  other  officers  did  our  utmost  to  file  the 
regiment  to  the  right  and  join  the  center  of  our  army  ;  but  at  this  time 
the  panic  on  the  pike  was  at  the  highest,  and  our  men  were  swept  away 
as  by  a  whirlwind,  leaving  me  but  a  handful  of  men  and  officers.  With 
these,  after  having  been  under  a  murderous  fire  for  over  eight  hours, 
with  our  colors  lost  and  men  dispirited,  I  joined  General  Johnson,  near 
the  rear  of  the  center  of  our  army.  Had  I  been  better  acquainted  with 
the  topography  of  the  country  I  might  have  saved  more  men ;  but  hour 
after  hour  elapsed,  and  I  received  no  orders,  and  I  did  not  even  know 
where  to  direct  my  line  of  retreat ;  yet  every  obstacle,  thicket,  fence, 
or  ravine  was  taken  advantage  of,  and  at  no  time  was  our  fire  relaxed. 
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Our  loss  was  terrible.  We  had  31  killed,  including  1  lieutenant ; 
118  wounded,  including  2  lieutenants,  and  231  missing,  including  1 
captain  and  1  lieutenant.  Of  those  reported  missing,  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  very  many  are  wounded,  though,  perhaps,  slightly. 

How  well  the  regiment  fought  let  the  above  fearful  list  proclaim. 
Over  30  fell  behind  the  fence  D,  while  opposed  to  ten  times  their  num- 
ber, yet  no  man  left  his  post  until  ordered.  Lieutenant  Neal,  acting 
adjutant,  fell  here.  No  truer  gentleman,  no  better  soldier  or  braver  man 
belongs  to  the  great  patriot  army.  He  fell  at  his  post  doing  his  duty. 
He  is  no  longer  with  us,  but  his  name  is  in  his  country ^s  history  and 
his  memory  is  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  us  all  who  knew  him  well. 
Lieutenant  Leavell  was  also  wounded  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 
He  is  a  brave  man  and  good  officer.  Most  of  the  company  officers 
acted  manfully. 

I  am  under  obligations  to  Captains  McCoy,  McClelland,  Cody,  and 
Graham,  Lieutenants  Foote,  Stanley,  Mitchell,  Clark,  Hamilton,  and 
Scott  for  efficient  and  timely  aid.  Of  Capt.  Thomas  Herring,  acting 
major,  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  his  praise.  He  was  always  at  the  post 
of  danger,  brave  and  cool,  aiding  here  in  rallying  the  men  and  there  in 
directing  the  fire,  so  as  to  make  it  most  effective.  He  deserves  well  of 
his  regiment  and  his  country.  Private  James  Gray,  of  Company  E, 
behaved  nobly.  No  commissioned  officer  did  more  that  day  to  rally 
the  men  than  he  did.  He  deserves  promotion.  Sergeants  Boyer,  Jones, 
Crozier,  Noah  W.  Downs,  Daniel  Wilkins,  and  Mart  Mollihan  are  also 
worthy  of  mention.  Asst.  Surg.  John  Gray  did  everything  mortal 
man  could  do  in  caring  for  the  wounded,  and  richly  merits  the  deepest 
gratitude  of  the  regiment  and  friends  of  the  wounded. 

On  January  1,  1863,  the  Forty -ninth  Ohio  and  Thirty-ninth  Indiana 
were  consolidated,  at  the  request  of  Colonel  Gibson,  commanding  bri- 
gade, and  the  request  of  the  officers  of  the  Forty-ninth.  I  assumed 
command  of  the  two. 

My  command  took  an  important  part  in  the  maneuvering  in  the  right 
wing  on  January  1,  and  ako  in  the  bayonet  charge  of  the  brigade  on 
the  evening  of  January  2.  In  this  charge  the  men  were  in  excellent 
spirits,  and  never  in  the  history  of  the  two  regiments  did  they  fight 
with  greater  desperation  than  on  that  night.  Three  men  of  the  Forty- 
ninth  Ohio  were  wounded  by  shells  thrown  from  the  enemy^s  batteries. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Captains  Hays,  Gray,  and  Tyler;  also  to  Lieu- 
tenant Kessler  and  Adjt.  C.  A .  Norton.  Their  untiring  energy  and  zeal 
aroused  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  men,  and  excited  enthusiasm  out  of 
despondency. 

Yery  respectfully, 

F.  A.  JONES, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Thirty-ninth  India/na. 

Capt.  Carl  Schmitt, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  38. 

Report  of  Col,  William  Wallace,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

January  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  orders  from  Colonel  Gibson,  commanding 
brigade,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  by  the  Fif- 
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teenth  Ohio  in  the  march  from  Nashville  to  Murfreesborough,  and  the 
engagements  in  which  the  Fifteenth  participated. 

We  were  first  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  December 
31,  1862,  about  7  o'clock,  when  I  found  the  enemy  approaching  in  our 
rear,  and  received  the  order  from  Colonel  Gibson  to  move  out  and  form 
line  of  battle.  To  do  this  I  countermarched  the  regiment  and  took  up 
a  position  about  10  rods  in  front  of  my  camp.  By  the  time  this  was 
accomplished  the  brigade  in  rear  of  the  First  Brigade  had  given  way, 
and,  with  fche  balance  of  our  brigade,  was  in  full  retreat.  We  held  this 
position  only  long  enough  to  cover  the  retreat  of  our  forces,  when  I  gave 
the  order  to  fall  back. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  the  brave  and  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Askew  fell,  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  was  taken  prisoner,  and 
the  no  less  brave  Captain  Douglass  and  Lieutenant  Hilles  also  fell — 
Captain  Douglass  wounded  in  the  breast,  and  Lieutenant  Hilles  in  the 
thigh ;  both  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  None  of  the  above  have  been 
paroled,  and  are  now  within  our  lines.  Major  McClenahan  was  slightly 
wounded  in  the  shoulder,  but  made  his  escape  on  foot  with  the  regiment. 
Five  men  of  the  regiment  were  killed  at  this  point.  The  retreat  was 
through  an  open  field,  with  a  high  fence  to  cross  before  we  could  get 
under  cover  of  the  wood.  Most  of  my  killed  and  wounded  occurred  at 
or  near  this  fence. 

Having  placed  this  fence  between  us  and  the  enemy,  we  fell  back  in 
good  order,  keeping  up  a  brisk  and  deadly  fire  on  the  advancing  foe. 
I  rallied  the  regiment  about  one-half  mile  from  my  camp,  being  greatly 
assisted  by  Captain  Dawson  and  Adjutant  Dubois,  both  of  whom  showed 
themselves  to  be  brave  and  gallant  officers. 

At  this  time  I  found  myself  in  command  of  the  brigade,  and  my  report 
of  the  15th  for  the  balance  of  the  day  will  be  included  in  that  of  the 
brigade,  which  was  rallied  here,  and,  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  under 
Lieutenant  Belding,  we  checked  the  advance  of  the  rebel  column. 

Lieutenant  Belding  is  deserving  of  great  praise  for  the  admirable 
manner  of  handling  his  piece.  From  the  effects  of  three  shots  not  less 
than  100  of  the  enemy  fell. 

Wlien  in  command  of  the  brigade,  Adjutant  Norton,  of  the  Forty- 
ninth  Ohio,  Captain  Schmitt,  Lieutenants  Miles,  Green,  and  McGrath, 
of  General  Willich's  staff,  rendered  invaluable  assistance  in  rallying  the 
men,  in  charging  the  enemy,  and  conducting  the  retreat. 

Captain  Dawson  took  command  of  the  Fifteenth  Ohio,  Major  McClen- 
ahan not  feeling  able  to  do  so,  and  once,  when  there  was  danger  of  the 
men  breaking  in  wild  confusion,  he  seized  the  colors  of  the  Fifteenth, 
and,  by  a  united  cheer,  the  brigade  was  again  formed,  and  checked 
again  the  enemy's  advance :  the  brigade  fell  back  at  last  in  rear  of  Gen- 
eral Rousseau's  lines,  and  formed  again,  and  held  the  rebel  advance  in 
check,  but  were  again  compelled  to  fall  back,  by  the  overwhelming  num- 
bers of  the  enemy,  in  rear  of  General  Van  Cleve's  division,  who  put  a 
stop  to  the  further  advance  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day  I  learned  with  pleasure  of  the  safety  of 
Colonel  Gibson,  who  took  command  of  the  brigade.  Under  his  direc- 
tion the  Fifteenth  took  part  in  the  maneuvering  on  the  right  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  on  the  succeeding  day  was  present  in  the  charge  made  by 
the  First  Brigade  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy,  and  in  which  but  one 
man  of  the  Fifteenth  was  injured.  Sergeant  Malin,  who  was  struck  by  a 
piece  of  shell  in  the  thigh. 

Major  McClenahan  rejoined  the  regiment  on  the  3d,  having  been 
ordered  to  do  so  by  the  brigade  commander.    I  am  pleased  tc  mention 
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with  pride  the  gallant  bearing  of  all  the  company  officers  of  the  Fifteenth 
who  took  part  in  the  action  of  the  31st  and  the  following  days  of  the 
conflict.  They  did  their  whole  duty  under  the  trying  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  placed. 

Lieutenant  Fowler  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  right  leg  and  taken 
prisoner  on  the  31st,  but  he  is  now  within  our  lines. 

From  December  31  to  the  evening  of  January  4  the  loss  of  the  Fif- 
teenth was:  Killed,  17;  wounded,  685  missing,  127. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  WALLACE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Capt.  Carl  Schmitt, 
A.  A.  G,,  First  Brig,,  Second  Biv,,  Right  Wing,  Fourteenth  A.  C, 

P.  S. — I  cannot  close  my  report  without  speaking  in  terms  of  the 
highest  commendation  of  Dr.  Kelly,  of  this  regiment,  who  remained 
with  our  wounded,  and  by  his  untiring  efforts  succeeded  in  having  our 
unlucky  braves  made  as  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  the  circumstances 
would  permit. 

[Addenda.] 

General  Orders,  >   Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

;N"o.  55.  )  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  March  21,  1863. 

I.  At  a  court  of  inquiry,  convened  at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  pui 
suant  to  Special  Field  Orders,  No.  59,  Headquarters  Department  of  the 
Cumberland,  on  the  request  of  Maj.  John  McClenahan,  to  report  on  the 
charges  against  him  during  the  battle  of  Stone^s  River,  of  which  court 
Col.  Stanley  Matthews,  Fifty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  was  president,  and 
Capt.  D.  G.  Swaim,  assistant  adjutant- general,  was  recorder,  the  follow- 
ing facts  were  found  upon  the  testimony  : 

1  St.  That  on  the  31st  of  December,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  Stone's  Eiver, 
the  Fifteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers  was  part  of  the  First  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Right  Wing;  that  early  in  the  day  General  Willich,  the 
brigade  commander,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  Col.  W.  H. 
Gibson,  the  next  ranking  officer,  with  a  portion  of  the  command,  was  cut 
off  from  the  main  body  of  the  brigade,  whereby  the  command  devolved 
upon  Colonel  Wallace,  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteers;  that  thereby  the 
command  of  said  regiment  devolved  upon  Major  McClenahan,  the  senior 
officer  present;  that  previously  thereto  Major  McClenahan  had  been 
wounded  by  a  bullet  passing  through  the  muscles  over  the  scapula,  and 
through  the  spine  of  the  scapula  of  the  right  shoulder ;  that  said  wound 
was  sufficient  to  prevent  the  ordinary  use  of  the  right  shoulder  and  arm, 
but  was  not  severe  enough  to  disable  Major  McClenahan  from  remaining 
in  the  field  on  horseback,  or  to  unfit  him,  under  the  circumstances,  for 
the  discharge  of  his  field  duties ;  that  it  was  an  occasion  of  great 
urgency,  requiring  extraordinary  exertion  and  endurance  on  the  part  of 
every  officer  and  soldier,  the  whole  line  of  the  corps  being  driven  by  the 
enemy  from  its  position,  and  this  brigade,  including  the  Fifteenth  Regi- 
ment Ohio  Volunteers,  having  been  thrown  into  confusion  ;  that  when 
Major  McClenahan  was  notified  that  the  command  of  the  regiment  de- 
volved upon  him,  he  declined,  formally,  to  assume  it,  on  account  of  his 
wound,  and  thereupon  Colonel  Wallace  ordered  Captain  Dawson,  of 
the  same  regiment,  to  assume  command  thereof,  which  he  did ;  that 
Major  McClenahan  nevertheless  remained  with  the  regiment  until  it 
had  fallen  back  to  a  position  on  the  Murfreesborough  turnpike,  at  about 
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3  p.  m.,  after  which  it  was  not  again  engaged  with  the  enemy,  exerting 
himself,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  to  form,  rally,  and  cheer  his  men,  and 
that,  when  the  regiment  reached  the  position  last  named,  he  left,  for  the 
first  time,  to  have  his  wound  examined  and  dressed. 

2d.  That  on  the  several  succeeding  days  of  that  week  the  said  regi- 
ment was  not  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy,  except  slightly  on  the 
Friday  afternoon:  that  during  that  period  Colonel  Wallace,  having 
been  relieved  by  Colonel  Gibson  from  the  command  of  the  brigade,  had 
taken  command  of  the  regiment,  and  the  necessity  for  Major  McClena- 
han's  presence  and  services  was  not  so  great ;  that,  accordingly,  he  was 
not  continually  present  with  the  regiment  after  the  31st  of  December, 
1862,  until  January  3,  1863,  nor  on  duty  with  it,  but  went  on  duty  on 
the  date  last  mentioned,  on  the  order  of  his  brigade  commander  j  and 
subsequently,  upon  a  medical  certificate  and  by  order  of  the  medical 
director,  went  to  Nashville  for  treatment,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  twenty  days  on  account  of  his  wound. 

Upon  these  facts  the  court  is  of  the  following  opinion  : 

That  there  was  nothing  in  the  conduct  of  Major  McClenahan,  on  the 
occasions  referred  to,  that  can  be  construed  to  support  any  charge  of 
cowardice,  disobedience  of  orders,  or  other  misbehavior  in  tne  face  of  the 
enemy,  but  that  he  is  censurable  for  not  assuming  the  formal  command 
of  the  regiment  during  the  actual  engagement  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1862. 

II.  The  finding  of  the  court  is  approved. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Eosecrans : 

C.  GODDARD, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


No.  39. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  B.  Dodge^  Thirtieth  Indiana  Infantry ,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
In  Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  3' our  order  of  the  7th  instant  I  have  the 
honor  to  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
this  command  since  the  26th  of  December  last  up  to  the  evening  of  the 
3l8t  ultimo : 

On  the  morning  of  December  26,  last,  this  brigade  left  camp,  near 
Nashville,  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  N.  Kirk,  and  marched  out 
on  the  Nolensville  pike  about  12  miles,  where  we  encamped  during  the 
night.  Although  there  was  heavy  skirmishing  in  our  front  and  on  each 
flank,  we  were  in  nowise  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  that  day,  as 
there  was  a  heavy  force  of  Federal  troops  in  front  of  this  brigade  and 
between  it  and  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  were  ordered  to  resume  the  march, 
and  on  that  day  the  brigade  was  in  advance  of  our  wliole  forces,  with 
the  exception  of  the  cavalry,  which  was  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  in 
advance. 

About  1  mile  from  where  we  had  bivouacked  for  the  night  the  enemy 
made  his  appearance  in  considerable  force,  composed  of  cavalry  and 
supported  by  artillery,  all  of  which  opened  upon  us,  and  he  showed  a 
disposition  to  contest  the  ground  over  which  we  wished  to  pass.     The 
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Thirty-fourth  Eegiment  Illinois  Yolunteers  and  the  Twenty -ninth  In- 
diana were  promptly  deployed  as  skirmishers,  each  regiment  retaining 
a  good  reserve,  and  thrown  forward,  with  instructions  to  push  on  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  which  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity  and  skill,  and 
the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  the 
Thirtieth  Indiana  supporting  Edgarton's  battery. 

Owing  to  a  dense  fog,  which  enveloped  everything,  so  that  we  could 
not  distinguish  the  troops  of  the  enemy  from  our  own,  it  was  deemed 
prudent  to  halt  until  the  fog  partially  disappeared,  when  we  again 
moved  forward,  with  continued  skirmishing  on  our  front,  until  we  gained 
an  elevated  position  overlooking  the  village  of  Triune.  Here  the  enemy 
were  in  plain  view,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  the  center  of  their  line 
being  in  the  village.  Edgarton's  battery  opened  upon  them  imme- 
diately with  splendid  effect,  soon  throwing  them  into  disorder,  and  dis- 
abling at  least  one  piece  of  their  artillery,  as  I  have  good  reason  to 
believe.  While  in  this  position  a  very  heavy  rain  commenced,  accom- 
panied with  fog,  rendering  an  advance  immediately  hazardous. 

The  fog  disappeared  again  in  the  course  of  about  an  hour,  when  we 
again  advanced ;  but,  owing  to  the  ground  being  very  much  softened  by 
the  rain,  the  men^s  clothes  were  so  saturated  with  water  that  it  was 
impossible  to  do  so  at  the  rate  of  speed  desired.  The  enemy  had  de- 
stroyed a  bridge  across  a  stream  that  runs  through  the  edge  of  the 
town,  thus  compelling  the  artillery  to  make  a  detour  of  nearly  a  mile 
to  a  ford,  and  by  this  means  gained  time  to  collect  his  scattered  forces 
and  withdraw.  On  that  night  we  bivouacked  about  1  mile  south  of 
Triune. 

During  that  day  this  brigade  lost  none  in  killed  or  wounded,  but  in- 
flicted considerable  loss  upon  the  enemy.  The  officers  and  men  engaged 
showed  themselves  to  be  cool,  skillful,  and  courageous,  and  behaved 
splendidly. 

We  staid  at  the  above-mentioned  place  all  of  the  28th,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  29th  took  up  our  march  for  Murfreesborough.  During 
this  day  nothing  of  importance  occurred.  We  bivouacked  that  night 
in  an  open  field,  without  fires,  and  in  a  cold,  drenching  rain. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  we  were  ordered  out  to  take  position,  pre- 
paratory to  an  expected  attack  upon  the  enemy.  Heavy  skirmishing 
and  fighting  was  going  on  in  front  of  us  during  the  whole  day,  in  which 
we  took  no  active  part  until  about  3  p.  m.,  at  about  which  time  we 
arrived  at  the  extreme  right  of  the  line  of  our  army. 

At  that  time  the  enemy  had  a  battery  of  artillery  stationed  directly 
in  front  of  this  brigade,  which  was  pouring  a  destructive  fire  into  some 
troops  on  our  left,  belonging  to  Brig.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis'  division.  Gen- 
eral Kirk  immediately  ordered  Captain  Edgarton's  battery  to  open  upon 
it,  which  order  was  complied  with,  with  great  execution,  dismounting 
one  of  the  enemy's  pieces,  and  killing  quite  a  number  of  men  in  a  very 
few  moments,  and  driving  him  from  his  position. 

There  was  no  more  firing,  either  from  artillery  or  infantry,  that  evening 
or  night.  The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle,  the  Thirty-fourth 
Illinois,  Maj.  A.  P.  Dysart  commanding,  on  the  extreme  right;  the 
Twenty-ninth  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunn  commanding,  next  on 
the  left:  the  Thirtieth  Indiana,  Col.  J.  B.  Dodge,  next,  and  the  Seventy- 
seventh  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Housum  commanding,  on  the 
left ;  Edgarton's  battery  (E,  First  Ohio  Artillery)  in  the  rear  and  to 
the  left  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois,  in  a  cedar  grove,  with  a  rather 
dense  thicket  immediately  in  front  of  the  three  left  regiments.    A  strong 
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picket  line  was  thrown  out  from  150  to  200  yards  in  front,  with  a  corn- 
field in  front  of  their  (the  picket)  line.  Every  precaution  that  was  pos- 
sible was  taken  to  prevent  surprise,  and  to  give  seasonable  warning  of 
the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

The  brigade  was  up  and  under  arms  for  nearly  or  quite  an  hour  be- 
fore daylight.  Just  after  daylight  a  part  of  the  horses  of  the  battery 
were  unhitched  from  the  caissons  and  taken  to  water,  which  was  close 
by.  Just  at  this  moment  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  on  our  front 
and  right  in  immense  force,  and  formed  in  close  columns,  with  a  front 
equal  to  the  length  of  a  battalion  in  line  and  ten  or  twelve  ranks  in 
depth.  General  Kirk  immediately  ordered  the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  to 
advance  to  near  where  the  picket  was  stationed,  in  order  to  check,  at 
least,  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  save  the  battery,  if  possible,  which 
movement  was  promptly  executed  under  an  awful  fire,  which  almost 
annihilated  the  picket  line  or  line  of  skirmishers,  which  it  really  was, 
and  killed  or  wounded  a  large  number  in  the  line,  some  150  or  200  yards 
in  the  rear.  The  battery  under  command  of  Captain  Edgarton  imme- 
diately opened  with  canister  upon  the  enemy,  and  only  had  time  to  fire 
eight  rounds  before  the  battery  was  taken.  Nearly  or  quite  one  half  of 
the  horses  were  killed  or  wounded,  so  as  to  be  unmanageable,  by  the 
first  fire  from  the  enemy,  and  it  was  impossible  to  remove  it  from  the 
ground. 

Captain  Edgarton  and  his  officers  and  men  fought  nobly,  as  the  num- 
ber of  killed  and  wounded  will  testify,  and  did  everything  possible  to 
maintain  their  ground  against  an  overpowering  force.  The  captain  was 
taken  prisoner  while  assisting  to  work  his  guns,  and  Lieutenant  Ber- 
wick was  bayoneted  and  taken  prisoner  while  assisting  him.  General 
Kirk  was  seriously  wounded  at  almost  the  first  fire,  and  I  then  succeeded 
to  the  command  of  the  brigade. 

The  fire  the  enemy  received  from  us,  although  well  directed,  and  as 
effective  as  a  fire  from  two  ranks  generally  is,  produced  no  visible  effect 
upon  him  as  he  moved  his  heavy  column  forward  upon  a  double-quick. 
General  Eains,  who  commanded  a  part  of  their  column,  fell  dead  or  mor- 
tally wounded  at  this  point. 

The  enemy  then  moved  to  the  left  oblique,  or  nearly,  by  his  left  flank, 
until  his  center  was  opposite  our  extreme  right,  when  he  moved  forward 
again,  changing  direction  to  his  right  as  he  did  so,  so  as  to  bring  his 
whole  force  upon  our  most  exposed  point.  We  held  our  ground  until 
our  ranks  were  not  more  than  20  yards  from  the  enemy,  when  I  was 
forced  to  retire,  having  no  support  and  seeing  that  it  was  a  needless 
waste  of  life  to  contend  in  that  position  with  at  least  twenty  times  the 
number  of  men  I  then  had  left,  which  was  done  in  the  best  order  possi- 
ble, across  a  corn-field  in  the  rear  and  to  the  left  of  our  first  position,  to 
a  field  one  side  of  which  was  on  rising  ground  and  overlooking  the 
ground  over  which  the  enemy  must  advance  to  attack. 

I  here  formed  the  Thirtieth  Indiana,  at  that  time  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  O.  D.  Hurd,  of  that  regiment,  and  the  Seventy-ninth  Illinois, 
Col.  S.  P.  Read  commanding,  that  had  just  reported  to  me  (it  having 
been  detailed  to  guard  a  train  the  day  before,  and  had  just  arrived  upon 
the  field),  behind  a  fence  on  the  rise  of  ground  before  spoken  of.  Before 
the  Seventy-ninth  Illinois  reached  the  fence,  and  while  it  was  at  least 
200  yards  distant  from  it,  the  enemy  made  his  apj^earance  and  instantly 
poured  a  terrible  fire  into  their  ranks.  Although  a  new  regiment,  they 
advanced  with  a  firmness  that  would  have  done  credit  to  veterans,  and, 
after  reaching  the  fence,  poured  a  terribly  destructive  fire  into  the 
enemy 
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Here,  assisted  by  Captain  Simonson's  (Fifth  Indiana)  battery,  this 
brigade,  unsupported,  except  by  the  Third  Brigade,  which  was  on  our 
left,  and  almost  alone,  succeeded  in  checking  the  enemy,  bringing  his 
columns  to  a  halt,  and  requiring  the  utmost  exertions  of  his  officers  to 
keep  his  men  from  fleeing  in  disorder  from  the  field,  during  all  of  which 
time  a  tremendous  fire  was  kept  up.  The  enemy  finally  succeeded  in 
throwing  his  left  wing  forward  across  the  fence,  thus  outflanking  this 
brigade  and  dislodging  us  from  that  position  j  but  the  number  of  dead 
left  by  him  on  that  ground  for  five  days  afterward  shows  conclusively 
that  it  was  by  far  the  dearest  position  to  him  that  he  gained  that  day. 

Colonel  Read,  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Illinois,  was  killed  instantly  while 
bravely  urging  his  men  on.  In  his  death  the  service  has  lost  a  fine  offi- 
cer, a  brave  soldier,  and  a  true  man.  Adjutant  Stribley,  of  the  Thirtieth 
Indiana,  was  also  killed  here.  The  service  contained  no  braver  or  cooler 
officer  than  he.  The  Seventy- seventh  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Housum  commanding,  at  the  time  of  the  occurrences  above  men- 
tioned was  some  600  yards  on  the  left  of  the  troops  under  my  immediate 
command,  acting  with  a  brigade  in  General  Davis'  division.  While 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  Colonel  Housum  was  wounded  severely, 
from  which  he  died  shortly  afterward.  He  was  a  cool,  clear-headed, 
courageous  offi'cer  and  gentleman. 

After  being  driven  from  the  fence,  I  retired  my  command  to  a  piece 
of  woods  in  the  rear  of  my  former  position,  the  enemy  closely  following 
up  with  infantry  on  our  rear  and  cavalry  on  our  left  flank.  I  halted  my 
command  twice,  and  formed  a  line  and  undertook  to  hold  him  in  check, 
but  it  was  impossible  to  do  but  little,  owing  to  our  weakened  condition 
and  the  absence  of  all  support. 

I  finally  fell  back  to  near  the  Murfreesborough  and  I:>^ashville  turnpike, 
md  made  up  my  mind  that  the  enemy  must  be  stopped  there.  I  had  at 
thattime  the  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania,  Cai)tain  Rose  commanding. 
Twenty-ninth  Indiana,  Major  Collins  commanding,  and  about  100  men 
belonging  to  the  Thirtieth  Indiana,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois,  and  Seventy- 
ninth  Illinois  5  in  all,  about,  at  that  time,  500  men.  By  command  of 
Brigadier-General  Johnson,  I  formed  my  little  force  on  the  right  of  Cap- 
tain Simonson's  battery,  which  was  in  action  with  on-e  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  which  was  soon  silenced,  immediately  after  which  it  (Captain 
Simonson's  battery)  was  placed  in  another  position. 

I  wish  to  be  pardoned  for  testifying  here  to  the  skill,  efficiency,  and 
courage  displa3^ed  by  Captain  Simouson  and  his  officers  and  men  during 
that  day.  I  then  moved  my  command  some  150  yards  to  the  right  of 
where  it  had  been  while  sui^porting  the  battery,  into  a  piece  of  woods, 
and  took  a  good  position  for  defense. 

Some  troops  belonging  to  some  other  division  moved  in  on  my  left 
just  at  that  moment,  and  a  moment  after  the  remains  of  the  column  that 
made  the  first  attack  in  the  morning  made  its  appearance,  coming  up 
on  a  double-quick.  I  immediately  gave  the  command  forward,  and  my 
command  met  them,  poured  in  a  deadly  volley,  and  rushed  forward. 
Their  advance  was  stopped,  their  line  wavered,  and  in  a  moment  was  in 
full  retreat,  and  thus  the  brigade  that  received  the  first  attack  from  this 
column  in  the  morning  had  the  satisfaction  of  giving  it  the  first  repulse 
it  received  during  the  day.  I  followed  them  but  a  short  distance,  when 
I  got  a  regiment  to  relieve  the  command  I  had  left,  as  they  were  entirely 
out  of  ammunition,  and,  by  order  of  General  Johnson,  I  took  them  back 
and  formed  along  the  railroad,  and  got  a  supply. 

I  was  then  ordered  back  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  I  awaited 
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further  orders.  While  there,  an  officer  rode  up  and  informed  me  that 
the  enemy^s  cavalry  was  attempting  to  cross  the  river  some  distance 
below,  near  a  hospital,  and  that  it  was  important  that  we  should  have 
a  force  there.  There  was  no  superior  officer  near,  and  I  took  the  respon- 
sibility of  at  once  moving  to  the  point  designated  and  forming  in  line. 
The  enemy,  seeing  us  approach,  promptly  fell  back,  but  not  until  he  had 
taken  quite  a  number  of  prisoners,  as  I  understand. 

I  then  returned  to  the  turnpike,  and  at  dark  bivouacked  in  the  woods 
near  by,  where  we  spent  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  I  placed  my  command  in  line,  under 
your  directions,  and  we  immediately  threw  up  a  line  of  breastworks, 
behind  which  we  bivouacked  until  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant,  without 
any  movement  of  importance  on  our  part,  with  the  exception  that  on 
the  2d  instant,  at  about  9  p.  m.,  I  was  ordered  to  take  four  companies 
from  my  command  and  a  like  number  from  the  Third  Brigade  of  this 
division,  and  to  advance  to  our  front  until  I  reached  the  Franklin  turn- 
pike or  found  the  enemy  in  force 

It  was  a  very  dark  night,  and  I  took  my  little  command  according  to 
your  orders,  deployed  the  whole  as  skirmishers,  and  started.  I  first 
crossed  an  open  field  or  fields  nearly  to  the  woods  in  our  front,  where 
I  could  distinctly  hear  tlie  enemy  chopping  and  moving  either  artillery 
or  heavy  wagons.  When  we  got  about  20  yards  from  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  I  distinctly  heard  officers  giving  commands  to  their  men,  and, 
fearful  that  I  was  going  into  a  trap,  I  ordered  my  men  to  fire,  which  was 
promptly  obeyed,  and  my  suspicions  confirmed,  as  the  enemy  returned 
a  withering  volley  in  reply.  Found  at  least  ten  times  the  number  I  had 
with  me.  Having  ascertained  that  the  enemy  were  in  heavy  force  near 
our  lines,  thereby  accomplishing  the  purpose  for  which  I  was  sent  out, 
I  ordered  my  men  to  retire,  which  bhey  did  in  good  order,  losing  but  4 
wounded ;  none  killed. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command,  during  this  terrible  battle, 
behaved  with  great  coolness  and  courage  under  the  most  trying  circum- 
stances. 

I  cannot  help  but  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding  general  the 
gallant  conduct  of  Oapt.  T.  E.  Eose,  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Pennsyl 
vania  Regiment,  who  took  command  of  his  regiment  after  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Housum  was  wounded,  and  who,  by  his  skill,  perseverance,  and 
energy,  kept  his  regiment  well  together,  and,  by  his  example,  urged  on 
his  men  to  attack  the  enemy  when  all  around  was  disorder  and  con- 
fusion. 

Major  Collins,  of  the  Twenty -ninth  Indiana,  took  command  of  that  reg- 
iment about  9  a.  m.  on  the  31st,  after  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunn  had,  by 
some  means,  become  separated  from  his  command,  and  fought  nobly. 

Major  Buckner,  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Illinois,  took  command  of  that 
regiment  after  the  death  of  Colonel  Read,  and  gallantly  rallied  his  men, 
and  showed  himself  worthy  of  a  higher  position  than  he  now  holds. 

Maj.  A.  P.  Dysart,  commanding  the  Thirty  fourth  Illinois,  distin- 
guished himself  in  his  efforts  to  arrest  the  enemy's  progress,  and  his  reg- 
iment stood  by  him  until  it  was  utterly  impossijjle  for  the  same  number 
of  men,  without  support,  to  do  so  longer. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hurd,  commanding,  and  Major  Fitzsimmons  (who 
was  taken  by  the  enemy),  of  the  Thirtieth  Indiana,  showed  that  they 
were  worthy  of  the  positions  they  occupy.  Both  needlessly,  almost,  ex- 
posed themselves,  and  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  stop  the  progress 
of  what  seemed  a  victorious  enemy. 
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I  can  but  express  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  my  staff  for  their  conduct  on 
the  field — firm,  cool,  energetic,  and  fearless,  their  assistance  was  inval 
uable.  Oapt.  t).  C.  Wagner,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Capt. 
E.  P.  Edsall,  acting  assistant  inspector-general  ;  Lieut.  I.  0.  McElfat- 
rick,  topographical  eugineer,  and  Lieutenants  Baldwin  and  Walker, 
aides,  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  rally  the  troops,  and  to  their 
exertions  the  whole  right  wing  of  the  army  is,  in  my  opinion,  indebted. 

Dr.  George  W.  Hewitt,  acting  brigade  surgeon,  was  untiring  in  his 
exertions  in  behalf  of  the  wounded,  and  was  captured  while  at  his  post 
by  the  enemy,  as  was  also  Dr.  Hostetter,  of  the  Thirty -fourth  Illinois, 
Dr.  Keen,  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Indiana,  and  Dr.  McAllister,  of  the  Sev- 
enty-ninth Illinois,  were  all  taken  where  a  surgeon  should  be  in  time  of 
action,  attending  to  the  duties  of  their  profession.  While  in  the  enemy's 
lines  they  were  engaged  night  and  day  in  taking  care  of  our  wounded. 
They  have  been  released  since,  and  their  horses  retained  by  the  enemy, 
in  pursuance,  as  they  report,  of  order  of  General  Wharton.  Surgeon 
Downey,  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania,  was  fortunately  spared, 
and  staid  with  the  brigade.  He  was  of  invaluable  service  to  those  who 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  require  the  attention  of  a  surgeon. 

The  medical  department  of  this  brigade  was  in  splendid  condition, 
thanks  to  Dr.  Hewitt  and  division  medical  director,  Dr.  Marks,  and,  not- 
withstanding our  loss  in  surgeons,  the  wounded  were  well  cared  for. 

Chaplain  Bradshaw,  Seventy -ninth  Illinois,  and  Chaplain  Decker,  of 
the  Thirty-fourth  Hlinois,  exposed  themselves  in  the  most  fearless  man- 
ner in  taking  care  of  the  wounded,  taking  them  off  the  field,  &c.,  and 
proved  themselves  to  be  well  worthy,  at  least,  of  the  positions  they 
occupy. 

This  brigade  met  with  a  serious  loss,  in  the  person  of  General  Kirk, 
early  in  the  engagement.  He  fell  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  trying  man- 
fully to  resist  and  repel  the  overwhelming  force  thrown  against  it. 

Accompanying,  please  find  a  summary  of  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing of  this  command.  The  missing  are,  a  large  majority  of  them,  I 
fear,  wounded  and  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  j  also,  please  find  reports 
of  regimental  commanders  of  this  brigade  and  complete  list,  by  name, 
of  casualties. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  DODGE, 
Colonel  Thirtieth  Indiana^  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Captain  Bartlett, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

P.  S. — Excuse  me  for  calling  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding 
to  a  gallant  charge  made  by  the  Seventy- seventh  Pennsylvania,  while 
they  were  separated  from  this  brigade,  and  were  acting  in  concert  with 
a  brigade  in  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Davis'  division.  A  battery  in  possession 
of  the  enemy  made  its  appearance  directly  in  their  front  and  opened 
upon  them.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Housum  immediately  ordered  a  charge 
upon  it,  which  was  obeyed  instantly  by  his  command.  The  cannoneers 
were  either  killed  or  wounded,  the  horses  disabled,  so  they  could  not 
move  back.  The  Seventy-seventh  had  possession  of  Captain  Edgarton's 
battery,  which  the  enemy  had  brought  along  with  them,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, but  before  they  could  do  anything  more  than  compel  the  enemy 
to  spike  the  guns,  a  heavy  force  of  infantry  made  its  appearance  in  their 
front  and  flank,  and  they  were  compelled  to  retire,  during  which  move- 
ment I  'eutenant-Colonel  Housum  was  mortally  wounded. 
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General  summary  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division 
{Bight  Wing),  in  the  battle  before  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn. ,  on  December  31,  1862. 
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Yery  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  DODGE, 
Colonel  Thirtieth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  officers  and  men  of  Battery  E,  First  Ohio 
Volunteer  Artillery,  I  am  unable  to  procure  a  report  of  casualties,  &c., 
as  required  by  your  order. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  C.  WAGNEK, 
Captairij  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General 


:No.  40. 


Report  of  Maj.  Alexander  P.  Dysart,  Thirty -fourth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough^  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  circular,  dated  January  7,  1863,  from  Head- 
quarters Second  Division,  requiring  a  minute  statement  of  regimental 
commanders  of  the  operations  and  casualties  of  their  respective  regi- 
ments from  the  time  of  leaving  camp,  near  l^ashville,  Tenn.,  up  to  the 
expiration  of  the  battle  at  Murfreeshorough,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

On  Friday,  December  26,  1862,  this  regiment,  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Ool.  H.  W.  Bristol,  left  camp,  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  marched 
that  day  to  one-half  mile  south  of  Nolensville,  where  we  encamped 
for  the  night. 

Next  day,  December  27, 1862,  tue  Second  Brigade  being  in  advance,  the 
Thirty-foui  th  Illinois  was  in  advuuce  of  the  brigade.  After  advancing 
nearly  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  General  Kirk  ordered  Colonel  Bristol 
to  throw  forward  four  companies  of  liis  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  pike 
as  skirmisbers.  Companies  A,  1^',  G,  and  B  were  dei  ailed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  placed  under  command  of  myself  and  Captain  Van  Tassel. 
We  moved  forward,  the  lemaiuing  companies  of  the  regiment  marching 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  skirmish  line,  as  a  support,  the  skirmish 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  208. 
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line  advancing,  driving  the  enemy  through  Triune,  and  halting  about 
1  mile  south  of  that  place  near  dark.  The  distance  skirmished  over 
that  day  was  nearly  5  miles.  Although  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire 
from  their  artillery  and  musketry  nearly  all  day,  we  had  no  one  killed, 
wounded,  or  missing.  We  went  into  camp  that  night  a  short  distance  to 
the  rear  of  where  we  had  advanced  with  our  skirmish  line,  and  remained 
in  camp  at  that  place  the  next  day  (being  Sunday)  without  performing 
any  duties  only  those  required  on  that  day. 

On  the  morning  of  December  29, 1862,  we  were  ordered  back  toward 
Nashville  2^  miles,  and  turned  off  the  pike  on  a  dirt  road  to  the  right, 
leading  in  the  direction  of  Murfi  eesborougli,  and,  after  marching  0  miles, 
w^ent  into  camp  between  10  and  11  o'clock  that  night.  The  Thirty- 
fourth  Illinois  was  rear  guard  for  the  brigade  teams  that  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  about  10  a.  m.,  we  moved  forward  in  the 
direction  of  Murfreesborough  3  miles,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  right. 
The  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  was  ordered  to  support  Captain  Edgarton's 
battery,  which  w^as  moved  to  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  and  opened 
fire  on  a  rebel  battery  that  was  firing  into  the  right  flank  of  Davis' 
division.  General  Eark  ordered  two  companies  of  this  regiment  to  be 
thrown  out  as  skirmishers  (A  and  B),  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Van  Tassel,  extending  the  line  across  an  open  field  to  a  piece  of  woods, 
about  100  rods  farther  to  the  right  than  our  troops  occupied.  Captain 
Edgar  ton's  battery  soon  silenced  the  rebel  battery,  and  it  was  now  near 
dark. 

Colonel  Bristol,  being  unwell,  was  compelled  to  leave  the  regiment, 
and  the  command  then  fell  upon  myself.  I  received  orders  that  I  was 
to  picket  immediately  in  my  front,  and  that  General  Willich  would  join 
his  pickets  on  the  right.  This  was  done  shortly  after  dark.  I  was  then 
ordered  to  encamp  the  remainder  of  my  regiment  in  the  rear  of  the  left 
of  my  picket  line,  and  within  30  rods  of  the  same.  Everything  was 
quiet  through  the  night. 

Just  before  daylight  1  had  my  regiment  under  arms,  and  moved  it  for- 
ward some  4  rods  in  advance  of  where  I  was  encamped,  so  that  I  could 
more  conveniently  deploy  into  line,  as  I  had  my  regiment  in  double 
column.  A  few  minutes  after  daylight  one  of  my  lookouts  reported  to 
me  that  the  enemy  was  moving  down  on  us  with  an  overwhelming  force. 
I  immediately  sent  word  to  General  Kirk,  and  rode  immediately  myself 
to  find  General  Willich,  who  was  encamped  in  my  rear  not  more  than 
30  rods.  I  failed  to  find  the  general ;  they  told  me  he  had  gone  to  see 
General  Johnson.  I  informed  some  of  the  officers  of  his  brigade  that 
the  enemy  was  advancing.  I  hurried  back  to  my  regiment,  and  I  then 
received  an  order  to  advance  my  regiment  and  try  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
check,  which  was  done. 

After  advancing  out  in  the  open  field  about  15  rods,  the  enemy  opened 
upon  us,  my  men  returning  the  fire.  They  were  now  exposed  to  the 
tire  of  nearly  five  times  their  number,  as  I  only  had  354  men,  including 
the  officers.  Ten  or  twelve  of  my  men  were  killed,  and  some  60  odd 
wounded,  before  I  received  an  order  to  fall  back  in  support  of  the  bat- 
tery. I  gave  the  order  for  them  to  fall  back.  Not  one  of  my  men  or 
officers  left  their  post  before  I  gave  them  the  order.  When  we  returned 
to  the  battery  everything  was  confusion ;  the  First  Brigade  was  not 
in  i)osition  ;  were  engaged,  many  of  them,  cooking  their  breakfast.  I 
endeavored  to  hold  the  battery  with  what  few  men  I  had,  but  it  was  of 
no  use ;  the  enemy  were  fast  surrounding  us,  and  the  only  alternative 
was  to  retreat  or  be  taken  prisoners.  I  gave  the  order  for  them  to  re- 
treat, and  would,  I  think,  have  been  able  to  keep  them  together,  but 
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they  got  mixed  up  with  the  First  Brigade,  and  were  carried  too  far  to 
the  left,  where  many  of  them  were  taken  prisoners. 

I  rallied  some  50  of  my  men,  and  made  a  stand  behind  a  rail  fence, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  where  I  formed  my  first  line,  and 
opened  a  destructive  fire  on  a  regiment  of  cavalry  that  was  bearing 
down  upon  us,  but,  finding  it  impossible  to  hold  that  position,  I  had  to 
fall  back  to  near  the  pike,  when  I  was  ordered  to  assist  our  train  with 
what  few  men  I  had  left. 

January  1,  what  was  left  of  my  regiment  was  put  in  with  the  Thirtieth 
Indiana,  and  took  part  with  that  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Hostetter,  Company  I,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers,  I  being 
sick  and  unfit  for  duty.  They  were  engaged  in  skirmishing  from  behind 
breastworks  that  were  erected. 

January  2,  they  were  engaged  the  same  as  on  the  1st,  and  on  the  3d 
the  same  routine  of  duty.  The  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  lost  no  one  killed 
or  wounded  after  the  battle  of  December  31,  1862. 

I  need  not  particularize  the  services  of  any  officers  under  my  com- 
mand, for  both  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  nobly ;  although  being 
compelled  to  retreat,  they  stood  firm  till  we  were  overwhelmed  by 
superior  numbers. 

I  attach  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.*  Many  of  the  missing, 
1  have  no  doubt,  are  wounded  and  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  P.  DYSART, 
Major ^  Commanding  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Gapt.  D.  C.  Wagner, 

Asst.  Adjt  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 


No.  41. 

Report  of  Maj,  Allen  Buckner,  Seventy-ninth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-ninth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field.,  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn..,  January  7, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  Seventy -ninth  Regi- 
ment Illinois  Volunteers  left  camp,  near  Nashville,  on  December  26, 
under  command  of  Col.  S.  P.  Read,  for  Murfreesborough,  via  Nolens- 
ville,  but  was  not  in  action  until  Wednesday,  December  31. 

This  regiment  was  detailed  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  as  rear  guard 
of  the  division  train,  and  at  night  encamped  on  the  right  and  to  the  rear 
of  the  brigade,  as  ordered,  throwing  out  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  to 
the  front  and  right. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  the  men  were  under  arms  at  daylight, 
about  which  time  the  brigade  was  attacked  in  front  by  such  a  heavy 
force  that  it  began  to  fall  back.  Colonel  Read  requested  that  I  should 
go  forward  and  learn  of  Colonel  Dodge,  who  was  then  in  command  of 
the  brigade.  General  Kirk  having  been  wounded,  what  he  should  do. 
I  did  so,  and  told  him  that  the  Seventy-ninth  was  ready  and  waiting 
to  do  anything  it  could.  He  directed  me  to  tell  Colonel  Read  to  hurry 
the  regiment  forward  as  soon  as  possible,  which  was  done,  he  bravely 
leading  his  men  on  to  the  field  amid  a  destructive  fire  from  the  enemy. 
The  regiment  marched  up  on  the  double-quick  until  it  arrived  on  the 
right  of  the  Thirtieth  Indiana,  becoming  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  208. 
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commenced  pouring  a  deadly  fire  into  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
not  lons^  before  I  heard  some  one  say  that  Colonel  Read  had  fallen.  I 
went  immediately  to  where  he  was  lying,  and  found  that  he  had  been 
shot  directly  in  the  forehead,  thus  falling  at  his  post  and  facing  the 
enemy. 

My  attention  was  at  once  called,  by  one  of  the  officers,  to  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  was  flanking  us  on  our  right.  I  directed  the  men  to  fire 
right  oblique,  but  could  not  check  them.  They  rushed  forward,  open- 
ing on  us  a  deadly  cross-fire.  I  saw  that  in  a  few  moments  we  would 
be  surrounded,  and  consequently  ordered  a  retreat,  which  was  made 
across  an  open  field  to  the  woods,  a  distance  of  some  300  yards,  exposed 
all  the  time  to  a  destructive  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry,  killing  and 
wounding  a  great  many  of  our  men. 

At  the  woods  I  tried  to  rally  the  men,  but  we  were  so  closely  pursued 
by  overwhelming  numbers  that  it  was  impossible.  The  regiment  became 
very  much  scattered,  although  the  officers  did  all  they  could  to  keep 
them  together.  Many  of  them  joined  other  regiments  and  fought  dur- 
ing the  day.  I  was  able  to  keep  enough  men  together  in  the  brigade  to 
form  a  nucleus  around  which  to  rally. 

A  few  of  our  men  acted  cowardly,  but  the  regiment,  as  such,  fought 
as  bravely  as  men  could.  As  to  the  officers,  I  must  say,  to  my  personal 
knowledge,  that  Captains  Yan  Deren,  Young,  Low,  Martin,  Lacy,  and 
Pinnell,  and  also  Lieutenants  Mitchell,  Williams,  Patten,  Albin,  Jacobs, 
Braddock,  and  Bigelow,  stood  to  the  work,  and  have  gained  a  name  as 
brave  officers.  I  must  speak  of  Adjutant  Lamb,  as  doing  his  duty  as 
none  but  a  faithful  officer  could.  Likewise,  Assistant  Surgeons  McAl- 
lister and  Wheeler,  who  staid  with  the  wounded  and  dying,  although 
they  were  compelled  thereby  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  for  a 
time ;  they  have  done  their  part  to  the  utmost,  to  both  officers  and  men. 
Last,  but  not  least,  the  chaplain,  C.  S.  Bradshaw,  was  with  us  all  day, 
assisting  to  carry  off  the  wounded.  He  conducted  himself  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  command  the  love  and  esteem  of  both  officers  and  men. 
Sergeant-Major  Harding  did  his  part  with  true  courage.  Sergeants 
Boyle,  of  Company  C,  and  Harding,  of  Company  D,  also  deserve  a  great 
deal  of  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  they  rallied  their  men,  their  com- 
manders having  been  wounded  early  in  the  action. 

For  numbers  and  names  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  I  refer  you 
to  report  already  made.* 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

ALLEN  BUCKNER, 
Major,  Commanding  Seventy-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Capt.  D.  C.  Wagner, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  42. 

Report  of  Maj,  Joseph  P.  ColUns,  Tiventy-ninth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Camp  near  MuR^REESBORouaH,  Tenn., 

January  7,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-ninth 
Regiment  Indiana  Yolunteers  in  the  advance  on  Murfreesborough  from 
Nashville,  and  the  battles  before  that  place. 
On  the  morning  of  December  26  last,  we  struck  tents,  sending  the 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  208. 
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train  back  to  Nashville,  and  left  camp,  following,  in  the  order  of  march, 
the  Thirtieth  Indiana  and  Thirty  fourth  Illinois.    The  divisions  of  Gen- 
erals Davis  and  Sheridan  preceded  the  Second,  and  in  the  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy  on  the  road  and  near  Nolensville  we  had  not  an  oppor 
tunity  to  take  a  part. 

On  the  27th,  the  Second  Division  and  Second  Brigade  were  the  ad- 
vance forces,  and  in  regular  order  the  Twenty-ninth  Eegiment  Indiana 
Volunteers  followed  the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois.  We  had  not  marched 
over  1  mile  when  sharp  skirmishing  was  heard  ahead,  between  oui* 
cavalry  and  that  of  the  enemy.  Pushing  rapidly  forward  to  the  sum- 
mit of  a  ridge,  beyond  which  the  skirmish  was  going  on,  we  became 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  a  masked  battery  of  the  enemy,  whi(}h  opened  on 
the  head  of  the  column,  with  shot  and  shell. 

Advantage  was  taken  by  Generals  Johnson  and  Kirk  of  a  cedar 
thicket,  covering  this  ridge,  to  move  the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  and 
Twenty- ninth  Indiana  to  the  left  of  the  road  and  toward  the  enemy. 
Orders  were  immediately  given  by  General  Kirk  to  Colonels  Bristol  and 
Dunn  to  throw  out  skirmishers  to  cover  their  regiments,  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Illinois  and  Twenty-ninth  Indiana,  which  were  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle  in  front  of  the  thicket,  but  in  an  open  field. 

The  skirmishers,  being  ordered  forward,  moved  over  the  ground  just 
wrested  from  the  enemy  by  our  cavalry,  until  they  reached  the  top  of 
another  ridge,  divided  by  a  narrow  valley  from  the  rebel  battery.  Here 
we  were  ordered  to  halt,  to  await  the  issue  of  an  artillery  duel  between 
it  and  Captain  Edgarton's  battery  (E,  First  Ohio  Artillery),  attached 
to  the  Second  Brigade,  as  well  as  the  lifting  of  a  dense  fog,  which  ren- 
dered a  hasty  movement  to  the  front  extremely  perilous. 

When  objects  at  a  distance  could  be  distinctly  seen,  and  the  rebel 
battery  silenced,  we  were  again  ordered  forward,  without  seeing  the 
enemy,  until  we  had  reached  a  hill  overlooking  the  town  of  Triune. 
Large  bodies  of  rebel  cavalry  were  posted  in  the  town  and  in  our  front, 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant.  Oui 
artillery  was  again  brought  into  action,  leaving  us  the  privilege  of 
witnessing  the  hurried  retreat  of  both  bodies  of  the  rebels. 

When  we  next  advanced  they  moved  their  cannon  toward  us  and  plied 
the  advancing  regiments  with  shot,  shell,  and  grape-shot.  Supporting 
their  artillery  we  discovered  a  large  force  of  dismounted  cavalry,  posted 
on  a  hill  covered  with  timber,  whose  leaden  compliments  attracted  our 
attention.  The  skirmishers  were  ordered  forward  on  double-quick,  but 
the  torrent  of  rain  which  poured  down  on  us  had  made  their  clothing 
and  the  plowed  field  so  heavy  that  the  efibrts  of  the  men  at  double  quick 
were  painful  and  almost  futile.  They  pushed  on,  however,  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  by  a  well-directed  fire  drove  the  rebels  from  the  woods, 
and  prevented  them  again  forming  within  rifle  range. 

The  rebel  artillery  retreated  toward  Triune,  taking  advantage  of  every 
rise  of  ground  to  check  our  advance,  until  the  skirmishers  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Indiana  had  almost  secured  a  position  in  the  woods  to  the  rebel 
right,  from  which  the  capture  of  the  rebel  guns  was  perfectly  feasible, 
when  the  bugle  again  sounded  a  halt,  and  the  rebels  moved  off  rapidly. 
Forward  once  more,  and  the  line  of  skirmishers  had  reached  the  top  of 
another  ridge  and  halted,  leaving  the  reserve  at  its  base,  when  we  were 
surprised  by  the  sudden  appearance  of  a  regiment  of  rebel  cavalry  on  our 
left,  within  20  yards,  and  moving  leisurely  to  the  front.  1  ordered  the 
reserve  to  wheel  to  the  left  and  fire,  which  was  heard  by  the  rebels,  who 
instantly  quickened  their  pace  to  a  gallop,  but  were  unable  to  pass  in 
time  to  save  their  entire  column.     Several  were  seen  to  reel  in  their  sad- 
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dies,  and  all  changed  direction  by  the  left  flank,  makiog  for  the  woods. 
Immediately  afterward  a  squad  appeared,  made  a  demonstration  on  the 
deployed  line  (Company  A,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana),  but  tailed  to  intimi- 
date the  men  or  Ibice  the  line.  With  a  shout,  the  skirmishers  rushed 
forward,  poured  in  a  galling  fire,  unhorsed  4  or  5,  took  I  prisoner,  badly 
wounded,  while  Company  F,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana,  on  reserve  at  the 
same  time,  forced  another  to  surrender  without  a  wound. 

This  cavalry  force  was  the  First  Confederate  Regulars,  and  1  only 
regret  that  the  fear  that  this  might  be  Colonel  Stokes'  cavalry,  which 
had  all  day  supported  our  left,  but  of  whose  personal  appearance  I  was 
ignorant,  rendered  their  loss  so  slight.  We  advanced  half  a  mile  far- 
ther, when  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

After  we  had  reached  our  final  halting  place,  the  Federal  (Stokes')  cav- 
alry emerged  from  the  woods  on  our  left,  but  at  sufficient  distance  to 
leave  a  gap,  through  which  the  rebels  escaped. 

Until  December  30  we  were  not  again  engaged  in  any  movement  or 
preparation  for  the  attack  on  Murfreesborough.  On  this  day  we  moved 
in  reserve  to  the  column  of  General  Davis  until  3  p.  m.,  when  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  General  Davis' 
division,  which  was  threatened  by  rebel  cavalry.  The  Seventy-seventh 
Pennsylvania  and  Thirty-eighth  [Thirtieth]  Indiana  were  thrown  for- 
ward as  skirmishers,  to  the  first  of  which  the  Twenty-ninth  acted  as 
reserve.  We  moved  forward  until  we  reached  the  reserve  of  General 
Davis'  right,  where  the  rebel  cavalry  was  distinctly  visible  in  line  of 
battle,  but  not  within  range.  Captain  Edgarton's  battery  having  taken 
position,  soon  put  them  to  flight.  While  in  line  at  this  i)oint  we  were 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  rebel  battery  supporting  their  skirmishers, 
but  it  was  immediately  silenced  by  ours. 

About  dusk  a  line  of  battle  was  determined  upon,  and,  by  order,  the 
Twenty-ninth  Indiana  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  Thirty-fourth, 
which  supported  the  battery  on  a  lane  leading  to  Murfreesborough  and 
behind  a  dense  thicket  of  cedars.  Steps  were  at  once  taken  to  guard 
against  surprise.  A  large  company  (B)  of  our  regiment  was  sent  out 
as  pickers,  with  instructions  to  act  as  skirmishers  should  the  enemy 
appear,  oar  line  connecting  that  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  on  the  right 
and  the  Thirtieth  Indiana  on  our  left,  both  of  which  lines  were  estab- 
lished sufficiently  in  advance  to  command  a  wide  range  of  vision,  and 
enable  the  regiments  to  form  in  time  to  meet  any  attack.  The  night 
passed  without  alarm  on  our  line  until  about  3  a.  m.,  when  a  shot  fired 
on  the  picket  line,  to  our  right,  brought  every  man  to  his  place  in  the 
ranks. 

About  daylight  we  were  again  alarmed  by  general  firing  on  the  picket 
line,  and  immediately  afterward  by  shouting  in  front,  but  to  our  right. 
The  men  instantly  grasped  their  loaded  guns,  while  I,  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dunn's  order,  rode  to  the  front,  along  the  lane,  to  ascertain  the 
cause  of  the  firing,  and,  the  force  coming  down  on  us  emerging  from 
behind  the  thicket,  I  saw  a  heavy  column  moving  rapidly  down  on  the 
Thirty-fourth  Illinois,  firing  as  they  advanced,  and  opposed  bravely  and 
vigorously  by  the  pickets  and  skirmishers.  Kiding  farther  down  the 
lane,  to  obtain  a  view  of  the  open  country  beyond  the  thicket,  I  saw  a 
column  of  like  proportions  moving  down  on  the  Twenty-ninth  Indiana. 
1  galloped  back  to  the  regiment  with  this  information,  and  found  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunn,  anticipating,  had  thrown  forward  another 
large  company  (C)  to  support  the  pickets  and  skirmish  among  the  cedars. 
This  company,  ably  and  gallantly  led  by  Lieut.  S.  O.  Gregory,  pushed 
forward  through  the  entangled  mass  until  within  a  few  yards  of  the 


330  KY.    MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chat.  XXXDU 

rebels,  and  only  fell  back  when  overpowered,  leaving  some  of  his  men 
killed  and  wounded.  Situated  as  our  regiment  was,  we  dare  not  fire 
lest  we  kill  our  own  men,  whom  we  could  not  see,  from  which  circum- 
stance we  were  obliged  to  receive  the  storm  of  bullets  without  a  re- 
sponse ;  and  the  resistance  of  our  skirmishers  under  Lieutenants  Greg- 
ory, Hess,  and  Macomber  was  so  obstinate  that  the  rebel  column  had 
advanced  within  20  yards  of  our  line  before  Ifhey  received  a  shot  from  us. 

Our  first  fire,  delivered  lying  down,  partially  checked  the  advance, 
and  enabled  the  men  to  load  and  fire  four  or  five  times ;  but  while 
engaged  in  front,  the  column  which  pressed  on  the  Thirty-fourth  Illi 
nois  and  the  battery  had  moved  so  far  forward  as  to  uncover  our  line, 
giving  them  the  opportunity  to  deliver  a  raking  fire  upon  us.  The  troops 
on  our  right  had  fallen  back,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunn  considered 
that  the  peril  of  his  situation  demanded  a  retreat.  We  fell  back  about 
80  rods,  and  formed  behind  a  corn-field  fence,  every  man  loading  and 
firing  in  retreat,  through  which  field  the  rebels  were  pushing  vigor- 
ously j- but  as  no  other  troops  appeared  ready  to  sustain  the  shock,  the 
regiment  was  moved  some  rods  farther  to  a  piece  of  woods,  where  we 
took  our  position  in  line  of  battle. 

The  Thirtieth  Indiana  now  made  its  appearance  from  a  corn-field  in 
fron^  and  to  our  left,  and,  moving  still  farther  to  the  left,  took  position 
behind  a  fence  facing  the  advancing  enemy,  who  had  not  yet  emerged 
from  the  woods  at  that  point.  To  gain  a  position  beside  the  Thirtieth 
Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunn  moved  by  the  flank,  under  cover  of 
the  woods,  until  directly  in  its  rear,  but  40  rods  distant,  when  a  section 
of  Simonson's  battery  came  up  and  unlimbered  directly  in  our  front. 

The  rebel  infantry  now  poured  into  and  through  the  corn-field,  meet- 
ing with  obstinate  resistance  from  the  Thirtieth  Indiana  and  Seventy- 
ninth  Illinois,  and  the  artillery,  which  the  Twenty -ninth  now  supported. 
Here  we  lost  Capt.  Frank  Stebbins,  Company  G,  who  was  struck  by  a 
12-pound  ball  in  the  thigh,  causing  his  death  very  soon.  He  had  bravely 
led  his  men,  and  by  his  own  conduct  inspired  them  with  courage  and 
daring. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  the  discreet  and  tried  leadership  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dunn,  and  the  valuable  assistance  of  Captain  Jenkins,  acting 
field  officer ;  but  the  former  got  separated  and  cut  off  from  the  regiment, 
ind  the  latter,  going  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  for  ambulances  to 
carry  off  our  wounded,  of  whom  we  had  a  great  number,  was  also  cut 
off'  from  us.  We  did  not  see  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunn  again,  nor  Cap- 
tain Jenkins  until  the  afternoon ;  but  both,  we  heard,  were  busy  rally- 
ing the  runaways  and  stragglers  at  the  pike  and  railroad,  until  the 
former  was  taken  prisoner,  and  the  latter  had  turned  over  his  men  to 
their  respective  regiments. 

The  artillery  limbered  up,  moved  to  the  rear,  passing  General  Davis' 
division  hospital,  which  we  followed  until  we  reached  the  wood  near  the 
hospital,  where  we  found  the  Seventy- seventh  Pennsylvania,  under 
Captain  Rose,  in  line  of  battle.  I  at  once  formed  the  Twenty-ninth  on 
its  right  to  await  the  rebel  onset.  All  seemed  pushing  to  the  rear,  and, 
finding  our  shattered  forces  unsupported,  we  again  moved  in  perfect 
order  still  farther  toward  the  pike,  and  again  formed  our  line,  having 
the  Ninety-third  Ohio  on  the  right,  and,  I  believe,  a  Kentucky  regiment 
on  the  left.  The  artillery  did  not  halt  here,  and  before  any  enemy  ap- 
peared in  front  we  found  our  small  force  flanked  on  the  right  by  rebel 
infantry  and  cavalry,  and  on  the  left  by  an  unknown  force. 

Again  we  moved  leisurely  back  to  a  point  designated  by  General 

.  Johnson  as  one  suitable  to  make  a  stand.    This  was  on  the  elevated 

ground  west  of  the  pike,  on  the  east  side  of  which  we  saw  a  large  force 
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of  Federal  troops  congregated.  Colonel  Dodge,  Thirtieth  Indiana,  now 
commanding  our  brigade,  placed  us  in  position  in  a  thicket,  our  left 
resting  on  the  section  of  artillery  planted  on  the  most  elevated  point, 
and  supported  on  the  right  by  the  Seventy- seventh  Pennsylvania,  its 
right  resting  on  the  woods. 

Sharj)  cannonading  ensued ;  but  a  few  minutes'  hot  work  satisfied 
our  artillerists  that  they  could  not  contend  with  two  batteries  and  hold 
their  position.  They  retired  to  the  pike.  Colonel  Dodge  now  directed 
us  along  the  woods  to  the  road,  where  we  again  formed  our  line.  The 
yells  ol  the  rebels  coming  through  the  cedar  woods  became  plainer  and 
plainer.  The  balls  rained  among  us.  When  within  range  and  in 
sight,  the  order  to  advance  was  given  by  Colonel  Dodge.  With  a  yell, 
the  line  rushed  forward,  determined  to  stop  the  sweeping  tide  or  die. 
This  very  unexpected  attack  on  the  victorious  column  entirely  changed 
the  aspect  of  affairs.  For  the  first  time  that  day  it  was  checked.  It 
tried  to  withstand  the  withering  fire,  but  soon  gave  way  ;  at  first  slowly, 
but,  as  our  line  rushed  on,  the  retreat  became  a  rout.  We  still  pushed 
on  rapidly,  few  in  numbers,  but  determined,  with  orders  not  to  waste 
ammunition,  and  followed  the  running  horde  until  every  cartridge  was 
expended,  when  Colonel  Dodge,  after  great  exertions,  got  other  troops 
to  take  our  places.  We  fell  back  to  the  railroad  for  ammunition,  when 
intelligence  was  brought  that  our  rear,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hospitals 
and  train,  was  threatened  by  cavalry. 

To  repel  this  attack  we  were  marched  to  a  point  near  the  hospitals, 
where  we  stood  in  line  half  an  hour ;  but  no  enemy  appearing,  we  again 
moved  to  the  railroad.  After  this  our  force  changed  its  position,  as 
the  heavy  fire  indicated  a  bloody  contest,  but  we  were  not  again  under 
fire.    At  night  we  bivouacked  on  the  pike. 

Morning  brought  with  it  signs  of  a  renewal  of  yesterday's  fight,  and 
we  were  placed  in  position  on  the  edge  of  the  cedar  grove,  nearest  the 
enemy's  line,  where  the  men  at  once  went  to  work  securing  their  posi- 
tion with  breastworks  and  abatis.  The  Twenty-ninth  had  no  share  in 
any  of  the  ensuing  contests,  and  was  entirely  occupied  on  picket  duty, 
and  standing  to  arms  on  every  alarm  to  resist  any  attack  on  our  line. 

Volunteers  were  called  for  to  drive  the  enemy's  skirmishers  into  the 
woods  and  burn  some  log-houses,  in  which  their  sharpshooters  found 
shelter  and  excellent  positions  to  annoy  us.  Among  the  number  were 
several  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Indiana,  one  of  whom  was  killed. 

Nothing  further  pf  importance  occurred,  unless  I  mention  the  fatigue 
duty  performed  by  details  from  this  regiment,  which  succeeded  in  find- 
ing and  burying  our  dead  and  all  our  wounded,  except  those  who  fell 
into  the  enemy's  hands. 

I  cannot  close  without  paying  a  tribute  of  praise,  well  merited  and 
proudly  given,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  who.  Spartan- 
like, rallied  at  every  call  around  our  glorious  old  flag,  and  who  would 
not  desert  it  when  all  around  looked  dark  and  hof)e  had  almost  fled. 
Allow  me  to  mention,  with  feelings  of  extreme  gratification,  the  names 
of  those  who  nobly  did  their  duty  : 

First,  Adjutant  Coffin,  who,  exposed  more  than  any  other,  carrying 
orders  to  different  parts  of  the  line,  never  once  quailed  before  the  storm. 
He  is  an  excellent  officer,  fearless,  prompt,  and  deserving  of  the  highest 
praise. 

Captains  Stebbins,  Jenkins,  and  McCaslin  Moore.  First  Lieutenants 
Melendy,  who,  though  wounded,  would  not  leave  until  trampled  by 
cavalry;  K.  P.  Dunn,  who  stuck  to  the  flag,  severely  wounded,  until 
forced  by  his  companions  to  retire  to  a  hospital;  A.  Dunlap,  J.E.  Hough- 
ton, G.  W.  Maloon,  T.  J.  Henderson,  and  Hess  5  also  Second  Lieuts.  3. 
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O.GiTgorVj  eom  in  audi  rig  Oompauy  C,  and  Hess,  commanding  Company 
B,  directed  tlie  skirmishers;  Irenus  McGowan,  0.  P.  Butler,  William 
H.  H.  McDonald,  John  Cutler,  Macomber,  and  O.  0.  Sabiii. 

While  the  storm  raged  without,  Surgeon  Keen  and  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw, 
chaplain,  were  busy  dressing  wounds  and  doing  all  they  could  to  alle- 
viate the  sufferings  of  our  wounded.  Assistant  Surgeon  Griffith,  lios- 
I>ital  steward,  and  corps  were  elsewhere  engaged,  but  all  were  busy 
with  their  duties.  1  would  not  pass  over  the  names  of  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  who,  with  very  few  exceptions,  were  heroes  in  the 
fight,  giving  a  noble  example  to  the  men,  and  assisting  very  materially 
in  maintaining  order  and  discipline  ;  but  this  report  is  already  too  long, 
and  I  close. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  list  of  casualties.* 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  COLLINS, 
Major,  Commanding  Ttventy -ninth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Oapt.  D.  G.  WAaNER, 

A.  A.  A.  G,,  2d  Brig.,  2d  Div.,  Right  Wing,  lUh  Army  Corj)», 


No.  43. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col,  Orrin  D.  Rurd,  Thirtieth  Indiana  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Thirtieth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  circular  dated  January  7,  issued  from  Head- 
quarters Second  Division,  requiring  a  minute  statement  from  regimental 
commanders  of  the  operations  of  their  respective  regiments,  including 
casualties,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday,  December  26, 1862, 
this  regiment,  under  command  of  Col.  J.  B.  Dodge,  left  camp,  near 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  marched  half  a  mile  south  of  Nolensville,  where  we 
encamped  for  the  night. 

Next  morning,  December  27,  the  Second  Brigade  being  in  advance, 
we  left  camp  at  sunrise,  and  moved  in  the  same  direction  on  th(^  turn- 
pike as  day  previous.  After  advancing  1^  miles  we  were  ordered  into 
line  of  battle  to  support  Captain  Edgarton's  battery,  in  which  manner 
we  moved  3  or  4  miles,  and  until  dark,  when  we  were  ordered  out  on  out- 
post picket. 

On  the  next  day,  December  28,  after  being  relieved  from  picket,  we 
remained  in  camp  without  any  actual  service. 

On  December  29,  we  moved  back  toward  iSTashville  2  miles  and  took 
a  cross-road  leading  toward  Murfreesborough,  and,  after  moving  6  miles, 
encamped  for  the  night. 

On  December  30,  we  moved  toward  Murfreesborough  3  miles,  when 
we  were  ordered  oli*  to  the  right,  and,  after  throwing  forward  two  com- 
panies eacli  from  the  right  and  left  flanks  as  skirmishers,  moved  forward 
1  mile  in  line  of  battle,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  a  cedar  thicket. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  the  enemy  moved  upon  us  in  force 
about  daylight,  driving  in  our  pickets,  making  it  necessary  for  us  to 
fall  back  or  move  out  by  the  flank  to  the  right;  the  latter  movement 
was  made  with  the  loss  of  1  man,  slightly,  and  1  mortally,  wounded, 
except  upon  the  picket  line,  which,  being  doubled  during  the  night  by 
two  additional  companies,  to  insure  vigilance  and  safety,  suffered 
severely  upon  being  driven  in. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  208. 
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The  movement  by  the  flank  was  a  fortunate  one  for  us,  for  had  we 
remained  any  longer  in  that  position  we  would  have  been  cut  to  pieces 
or  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  who  were  in  great  force  on  our  front. 
After  moving  to  the  right  and  rear  about  half  a  mile,  we  formed  a  line 
01  battle  in  a  meadow  behind  a  fence,  wliere  we  were  joined  by  the 
remnants  of  the  four  companies  wliich  were  on  picket  the  night  before. 
After  sending  out  two  companii's  as  skirmishers  across  a  field  to  a  fence 
directly  in  our  front,  we  moved  up  to  the  same  place,  and  the  action 
commenced. 

General  Kirk  having  been  wounded  early  in  the  morning,  and  Colo- 
nel Dodge,  of  this  regiment,  having  taken  command  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade, the  command  of  this  regiment  fell  upon  the  undersigned. 

After  the  regiment  upon  our  left  and  we  had  sustained  the  enemy's 
fire  for  some  time,  the  Seventy-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers  advanced  to 
our  immediate  right  and  supported  us  gallantly  j  but  being  outflanked 
by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  exi)osed  to  a  heavy  cross-fire,  they 
fell  back,  and  we  were  obliged  to  do  the  same,  having  no  support  what- 
ever, and  having  suffered  heavy  loss,  as  hereinafter  stated.  In  retiring, 
the  men  became  very  much  scattered,  but  were  mostly  collected  again, 
and  then  we  were  ordered  to  the  front,  on  the  right  of  the  Murfrees- 
borough  turnpike,  3  miles  from  the  town. 

January  1,  after  erecting  breastworks  we  remained  behind  them,  with- 
out any  further  active  service,  except  skirmishing  on  picket  line. 

January  2,  the  same  routine  of  duty  as  the  day  previous,  except  in 
the  evening,  when  the  left  win;^  was  sent  out  with  parts  of  other  regi- 
ments of  this  brigade  as  skirmishers  to  feel  the  position  of  the  enemy; 
but  after  receiving  a  severe  fire,  and  supi)0sing  the  enemy  to  be  in  force, 
we  returned  their  fire  briskly  for  some  time  and  then  retired  to  the 
breastwork. 

January  3,  same  routine  of  picket  duty  as  the  day  iDrevious.  It  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  particularize  the  services  of  any  oflicer  or  man, 
for  both  officers  and  men  performed  their  duties  well  and  gallantly. 

I  have  also  a  statement  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  to  subjnit, 
as  follows : 

Killed 30 

Wounded 108 

MissiDg  and  prisoners 70 

Number  in  battle : 

Commissioned  oflQcers 24 

Enlisted  men 463 

All  of  w^hich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

O.  D.  HUED, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  J  Commanding  Regiment, 
Capt.  D.  0.  Wagner, 

A,  A,  A.  (t.,  2d  Brig.,  2d  Biv,,  Bight  Wing,  Mth  Army  Corps, 


Ko.  44. 

Report  of  Capt,  Thomas  E,  Rose,  Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-seventh  Regt.  Pennsylvania  Vols., 

In  Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  January  8,  1863. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  Sevent;^- 
Beventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  from  the  time  of  leaving 
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camp,  near  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.,  December  26,  1862,  to  January  3,  1863, 
viz: 

We  broke  up  our  camp,  near  Mill  Creek,  December  26 ;  sent  our  wagon 
train  to  Nashville,  and  took  up  our  liue  of  march  in  the  direction  of  Shel- 
byville,  on  the  Nolensville  turnpike,  and  encamped  in  the  evening  a 
short  distance  beyond  Kolensville. 

December  27,  we  continued  our  march  in  the  same  direction  and  on 
the  same  road.  At  8  a.  m.  we  encouutered  the  enemy  within  2  miles  of 
Triune.  We  were  immediately  placed  in  position  with  the  balance  of 
our  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Our  front  line  was  composed  of  the 
Twenty- ninth  Indiana  Volunteers  on  the  left,  the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois 
Volunteers  on  the  right,  and  the  Thirtieth  Indiana  Volunteers  in  the 
center.  Our  regiment  and  the  Seventy-ninth  Eegiment  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers were  held  in  reserve,  but  advanced  with  the  brigade,  our  regi- 
ment covering  the  Twenty -ninth  Indiana  Volunteers.  Skirmishers  were 
thrown  forward  by  each  of  the  three  first-named  regiments,  as  also  were 
two  companies  of  the  Seventy- seventh  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, which  occupied  the  extreme  left  of  the  line.  In  this  manner  we 
advanced  toward  Triune,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position,  and  took 
possession  of  the  town,  the  enemy  retreating  toward  Shelbyville.  We 
encamped  about  1  mile  beyond  Triune,  near  the  turnpike. 

December  28,  we  remained  in  cami>,  where  we  stopped  the  evening 
before. 

December  29,  we  retraced  our  march  on  the  same  road  for  2  miles,  and 
turned  off  on  a  dirt  road  running  in  an  easterly  course  into  the  Salem 
turnpike,  at  the  junction  of  which  two  roads  we,  silently  and  without 
fires,  encamped  for  the  night. 

December  30,  we  marched  toward  Murfreesborough,  on  the  Salem  turn- 
pike, for  about  3  miles,  when  we  were  thrown  into  column,  by  division, 
into  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  with  the  balance  of  our  brigade 
and  division.  At  this  time  heavy  skirmishing  was  going  on  on  our  left 
and  in  front.  We  advanced  for  a  short  distance,  when  our  regiment 
and  the  Thirtieth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers  were  ordered  to  change 
front  to  the  right,  deploy  column,  and  throw  out  skirmishers.  We  then 
advanced,  moving  toward  the  right  of  the  general  line  of  battle  for 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  We  then  changed  front  to  the  left,  and  oc- 
cupied a  dense  cedar  grove.  The  position  of  our  regiment  was  now  on 
the  right  of  the  Twenty-second  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  of  Gen- 
eral Davis'  division.  It  was  here  that  we  received  a  heavy  fire  from  a 
rebel  battery  that  was  stationed  to  the  right  and  in  front  of  us  in  an 
open  field  by  the  edge  of  a  woods,  at  a  distance  of  500  yards.  After  a 
sharp  skirmish  it  was  silenced,  when  we  threw  out  our  pickets  and  re- 
mained for  the  night.  Our  position  was  now  on  the  left  of  our  brigade 
and  on  the  right  of  Davis'  division. 

December  31,  we  were  under  arms  at  4  a.  m.,  and  at  daylight  we  dis- 
covered the  enemy  in  large  force  within  60  yards  of  our  pickets,  who 
immediately  commenced  firing,  when  the  enemy  advanced  to  a  furious 
attack.  As  the  pickets  retired,  our  regiment  advanced  to  meet  the 
enemy,  and  resisted  their  attack  with  desperate  valor,  repulsing  the 
forces  immediately  in  front,  with  great  slaughter,  and  compelling  them 
to  retire  across  the  brook,  where  we  first  found  them  posted,  into  a  corn- 
field beyond.  This  was  the  first  attack  that  was  made  on  our  lines ; 
but  almost  at  the  same  time  the  enemy's  columns  on  our  left,  which 
were  directed  on  those  regiments  on  our  right,  pressed  furiously  on- 
ward, bearing  down  everything  before  them.  Those  regiments  on  our 
right  feU  back  after  a  short  but  desperate  resistance,  as  was  shown  by 
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the  great  mortality  on  both  sides.  Soon  after  this,  the  regiment  on  our 
left  changed  position  to  our  rear,  leaving  our  regiment  completely  iso- 
lated and  battling  against  great  odds,  with  the  danger  of  being  sur- 
rounded. We  were  ordered  to  retire  for  about  150  yards,  and  then 
march  to  the  right,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  reattach  ourselves  to  the 
balance  of  our  brigade,  which  had  been  driven  from  its  first  position. 
While  doing  this  we  fell  in  with  a  portion  of  General  Davis'  division, 
and  were  advised  that  we  had  better  co-operate  with  that  division  for 
the  present,  as  our  brigade  had  by  this  time  retired  so  far  that  it  would 
consume  much  valuable  time  in  finding  it  that  could  be  used  at  this 
particular  juncture  to  great  advantage  by  re-enforcing  one  of  his  (Davis') 
brigades.  We  posted  ourselves  on  the  right  of  Davis'  division,  in  front 
of  which  was  a  rebel  battery,  at  a  distance  of  about  400  yards.  A  little 
to  the  right  and  in  front  of  this  was  Edgarton's  battery,  which  had  been 
previously  captured  by  the  rebels  in  the  onset,  and  was  still  in  their 
possession. 

It  was  here  that  our  regiment  charged  alone,  recapturing  Edgarton's 
battery,  and  up  to  the  guns  of  the  rebel  battery,  through  a  hurricane  of 
grape  and  canister,  until  we  were  confronted  by  several  thousand  of  the 
rebel  infantry,  when,  as  we  were  unsupported,  we  were  obliged  to  retire  to 
the  line  from  which  we  started  on  the  charge,  leaving  our  much-loved 
battery  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  as  we  had  no  means  of  moving  it 
off.  Yet  we  were  repaid  for  this  desperate  charge  as  much  as  for  any 
we  made  during  the  day  in  damaging  the  enemy  and  holding  him  in 
check. 

We  retired  in  good  order,  and  halted  and  formed  in  our  previous 
r)Osition,  on  the  right  of  Davis'  division.  Here  Colonel  Housum  fell. 
The  battle  was  here  hotly  contested  for  some  time,  when  our  forces 
began  to  give  way,  fiercely  pursued  by  the  enemy,  who  came  near  taking 
a  battery  of  ours  at  this  place. 

As  soon  as  the  battery  was  safely  off,  we  retired  to  the  fence,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  field,  where  we  stood  alone  for  some  time  contend- 
ing with  the  rebels,  until  they  commenced  scaling  the  fence  on  our  right 
and  left,  when  we  retired  to  the  woods,  and  again  made  a  stand.  We 
thus  continued  for  some  time,  taking  advantage  of  everything  that  came 
in  our  way,  moving  slowly,  and  our  line  never  broke  once  throughout 
the  day;  but  we  fought  every  time  we  could  find  a  line  to  rest  on,  or 
wherever  we  could  gain  a  position  in  which  we  could  for  a  minute  suc- 
cessfully make  a  stand. 

When  we  came  near  the  J^ashville  and  Murfreesborough  turnpike  we 
fell  in  with  a  portion  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers,  under  the 
gallant  Major  Collins;  also  a  portion  of  the  Thirtieth  Indiana  Volunteers. 
These,  with  our  regiment,  were  now  joined  together  as  the  remnant  of 
the  old  Fifth  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Dodge,  as  brigade  commander. 
We  were  posted  on  the  edge  of  the  woods  by  General  Johnson,  on  the 
right  of  General  Van  Cleve's  division,  which  had  just  come  up.  The 
rebels  were  now  coming  on  with  tenfold  more  impetuosity,  and  onr  men 
were  ordered  to  lie  down  quietly  behind  a  fence,  which  partly  protected 
us.  We  waited  here  until  the  rebels  were  within  a  short  distance,  when 
we  up  and  delivered  our  fire  with  such  great  effect  that  the  rebels  began 
to  give  way. 

We  now  pitched  into  them  with  whoop  and  yell,  all  the  time  deliver- 
ing a  most  destructive  fire,  and  soon  the  whole  rebel  column  was  in  full 
retreat.  We  drove  them  half  a  mile,  when  our  ammunition  gave  out 
and  we  were  relieved,  when  we  retired  to  the  railroad  to  obtain  a  fresh 
supply.    This  was  the  first  check  of  importance  that  the  rebels  received, 
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as  it  saved  our  ammunition  train  and  secured  for  our  forces  an  important 
position.  From  the  break  oC  day  until  12  m.  our  regiment  was  under 
constant  fire,  and  terribly  our  rjiTiks  were  thinned.  At  night  our  regi- 
ment went  on  picket. 

January  1,  1863,  we  remained  under  arms  on  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
where  we  ended  our  final  charge  on  the  Slst  ultimo. 

At  4  p.  m.  we  received  a  heavy  fire  from  a  rebel  battery,  which  was 
soon  silenced. 

January  2,  remained  in  the  same  position  as  on  the  1st.  A  heavy 
battle  was  fought  on  our  left,  in  which  we  took  no  part.  In  the  evening 
we  went  on  picket.  A  heavy  skirmish  took  place  immediately  in  front 
of  our  line. 

January  3,  still  remained  under  arms  in  our  old  position.  At  night, 
in  the  midst  of  the  rain,  the  last  final  struggle  was  made,  in  which  we 
took  no  part. 

During  this  great  battle  our  little  regiment  did  no  discredit  to  the  old 
Keystone  State.  Officers  and  men  stood  up  and  did  their  duty  nobly. 
Among  those  noted  for  conspicuous  valor  1  must  m'ention  Adjt.  S.  T. 
Davis,  who  rendered  me  invaluable  assistance  throughout  the  battle ; 
also  Oapt.  F.  S.  Pyfer,  Company  Kj  Gapt.  William  A.  Eobiuson,  Oom- 
l^any  E ;  Capt.  A.  Phillips,  Company  G,  and  Gapt.  J.  J.  Lawson,  Com- 
pany C,  all  of  whom  cheered  and  encouraged  their  men  throughout  the 
battle  with  a  coolness  which  belongs  to  none  but  veteran  oificers.  That 
our  line  never  broke  shows  that  our  men  fought  like  veterans. 

We  went  into  action  with  288  men.  We  lost,  in  killed,  5,  including 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Housum ;  in  wounded,  29,  including  1  commissioned 
officer;  missing,  29,  including  2  commissioned  officers.  Total,  03.  Of 
those  missing  the  greater  part  are  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners- 

I  must  not  forget  to  r.nention  the  valuable  services  and  noble  conduct 
of  Dr.  Downey,  the  assistant  surgeon  of  our  regiment.  He  remained 
with  us  throughout  the  battle,  and  displayed  the  most  indomitable 
energy  and  courage  in  attending  to  our  wounded,  and  in  superintending 
the  whole  medical  department,  which  came  within  his  sphere. 

I  regret  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  the  great  valor  displayed  by  our 
regiment  as  a  body,  there  were  some  miserable  cowards  who  skulked 
away  during  the  excitement  of  the  battle,  and  left  their  comrades  to 
perform  their  duty.  I  have  carefully  obtained  their  names  and  rank, 
however,  and  shall  forward  them  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TOM.  ELLWOOD  ROSE, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Seventy -seventh  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Oapt.  D.  C.  Wagner, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Second  Brigade. 


1^0.  45. 


Report  of  Col,  Philemon  F.  Baldicin,  Sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade, 

Headquarters  Third  Brig.,  Second  Diy.,  KicxHT  Wing, 

In  Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  this  bri- 
gade from  the  time  of  its  leaving  camp,  December  26,  until  Saturday, 
January  3. 

This  brigade  moved  with  the  division,  and  on  the  27th  was  engaged 
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in  the  skirmishing  about  Triune.  I  deployed  the  First  Ohio  and  the 
Sixth  Indiana  on  the  right  of  tlie  road,  these  regiments  being  supported 
by  the  Ninety-third  Ohio  and  Louisville  Legion,  the  battery  taking  post 
on  the  road,  and  later  in  the  day  being  posted  near  the  right  of  my  line. 
We  drove  the  enemy  and  bivouacked  beyond  Triune. 

This  brigade  remained  at  Triune  to  cover  the  extreme  right,  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  order,  and  rejoined  the  division,  on  the  30th,  in  the  woods 
to  the  right  of  Wilkinson's  pike,  about  3  miles  from  Murfreesborough. 

At  2  o'clock  this  brigade  moved  off  2  miles  to  the  right,  to  support 
a  cavalry  reconnaissance,  Colonel  Anderson's  regiment  being  sent  for- 
ward to  support  the  cavalry,  while  the  remainder  of  the  brigade  was 
held  in  reserve  at  a  point  on  the  Salem  pike. 

The  brigade  returned  to  the  woods,  near  the  headquarters  of  the  divis- 
ion, after  dark,  and  bivouacked  there. 

At  daybreak  next  morning  I  was  informed  by  stragglers,  who  were 
running  across  the  open  field  in  my  front,  of  the  attack  on  Generals 
Willich's  and  Kirk's  brigades. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  brigade  under  arms,  and  proceeded  to  form 
line  of  battle  in  the  edge  of  timber  facing  the  large  open  fields  over 
which  I  knew  the  enemy  must  come  to  attack  me. 

I  deployed  the  Louisville  Legion  on  the  right,  and  was  proceeding  to 
post  the  First  Ohio  in  the  center,  and  the  Sixth  Indiana  on  the  left, 
holding  the  Mnety-third  Ohio  in  reserve,  to  protect  either  flank,  when 
you  ordered  me  to  move  the  First  Ohio  across  the  open  field  and  post  it 
at  the  fence.  The  Sixth  Indiana  was  moved  forward  and  posted  in  the 
edge  of  a  skirt  of  timber  to  the  left  of  the  First  Ohio,  the  Thirtieth  In- 
diana and  Seventy-ninth  Illinois  being  posted  on  the  right ;  a  section  of 
the  Fifth  Indiana  Battery  was  posted  between  the  First  Ohio  and  Sixth 
Indiana.  The  Louisville  Legion  moved  to  within  supporting  distance 
of  the  First  Ohio,  and  the  Ninety-third  Ohio  held  in  reserve  in  the  woods 
near  the  edge  of  the  field. 

These  dispositions  were  scarcely  made  when  the  enemy,  in  immense 
masses,  appeared  in  my  front  at  short  range,  their  left  extending  far 
beyond  the  extreme  right  of  my  line.  My  infantry  and  artillery  poured 
a  destructive  fire  into  their  dense  masses,  checking  them  in  front,  but 
their  left  continued  to  advance  against  my  right.  Here  four  pieces  that 
Captain  Simonson  had  posted  near  the  woods,  in  rear  of  my  first  line, 
poured  in  a  terrible  fire ;  but  the  enemy  came  in  such  overwhelming 
numbers  that,  after  half  an  hour's  stubborn  resistance,  my  line  was  com- 
pelled to  retire,  not,  however,  until  the  enemy  had  flanked  my  right 
and  were  pouring  in  an  enfilading  fire.  Had  my  line  stood  a  moment 
longer  it  would  have  been  entirely  surrounded  and  captured.  Falling 
back  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  I  endeavored  to  make  a  stand.  I  moved 
the  Ninety-third  Ohio  up  to  the  left  of  the  Louisville  Legion,  but  my 
line  was  again  forced  back,  almost  before  I  had  got  the  Ninety-third  in 
position.  Ordering  Colonel  Anderson  to  retire  in  good  order,  I  suc- 
ceeded, after  making  several  short  stands  in  the  woods,  in  forming  the 
brigade  near  the  railroad.  Under  your  orders  I  took  position  on  the 
right  of  the  Nashville  pike,  together  with  the  rest  of  the  division,  and 
held  it  during  the  succeeding  skirmishes,  throwing  up  a  breastwork  of 
logs,  rails,  &c. 

Nothing  occurred  here  but  unimportant  skirmishing,  sometimes  quite 
warm,  but  always  resulting  in  our  driving  the  enemy.  A  house  about 
300  yards  from  our  line  was  held  by  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who  an- 
noyed us  exceedingly  by  their  fire.  It  was  captured  and  burned  by  two 
companies  of  the  Louisville  Legion,  after  a  severe  fight. 
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Too  great  praise  caunot  be  awarded  to  the  regimeDts  of  this  brigade 
and  SimonsoD's  battery  for  the  coolness  and  steadiness  with  which  they 
resisted  the  attacks  of  an  overwhelming  force,  and  the  readiness  with 
which  they  rallied  and  formed  again  when  the  enemy  had  broken  their 
lines.  The  Louisville  Legion  gallantly  drew  off  by  hand  a  disabled 
gun,  belonging  to  Cotter's  battery. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  state  here,  with  reference  to  the  line  formed 
in  the  woods  after  leaving  the  open  field,  that  I  am  informed  by  reliable 
officers  that  the  line  could  have  been  held  had  not  the  right  been  or- 
dered to  fall  back  by  some  general  not  known  to  the  writer. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  regimental 
and  battery  commanders  for  details. 

Col.  Charles  Anderson,  commanding  Ninety -third  Ohio;  Lieut.  Col. 
W.  W.  Berry,  commanding  Louisville  Legion  ;  Lieut.  Col.  H.  Tripp, 
commanding  Sixth  Indiana ;  Maj.  J.  A.  Stalford,  commanding  First  Ohio, 
and  Capt.  P.  Simonson,  commanding  Fifth  Indiana  Battery,  displayed 
the  greatest  coolness,  courage,  and  skill  in  the  management  of  their 
respective  commands. 

Colonel  Anderson  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Berry  were  wounded  early 
in  the  engagement  of  Wednesday,  but  refused  to  leave  the  field. 

Captain  Simonson's  battery  did  good  service,  and  was  handled  bravely 
and  skillfully.  Two  pieces,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Rankin,  did 
effective  service  in  my  first  line,  he  continuing  to  work  his  guns  after 
being  severely  wounded.  I  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  two  pieces  of  the 
battery,  owing  to  the  horses  all  being  killed  and  the  gunners  disabled. 

I  am  indebted  to  Lieut.  G.  H.  Burns,  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, for  his  valuable  assistance,  and  also  to  Lieutenant  Patterson,  First 
Ohio,  and  Adjt.  J.  J.  Siddall,  for  their  coolness  and  readiness  in  trans- 
mitting orders  to  the  hottest  parts  of  the  field. 

Dr.  E.  S.  Swain,  the  brigade  surgeon,  remained  with  the  wounded 
after  the  enemy  drove  us  back,  and  rendered  every  assistance  in  his 
power. 

I  append  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  amounting  to  66 
killed,  242  wounded,  and  137  missing.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  P.  BALDWIN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  W.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Second  Division. 


No.  46. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Eager  man  Tripp ,  Sixth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Indiana  Volunteers, 
In  Gamp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.y  January  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in 
the  skiimish  fight  on  the  27th  j  also  in  the  battle  of  the  31st  ultimo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  while  on  the  march,  some  2J  miles  north 
of  the  village  of  Triune,  on  the  Nolensville  pike,  we  encountered  the 
enemy  near  the  intersection  of  the  Bole  Jack  road  and  pike.  I  imme- 
diately deployed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  road,  my  left  rest- 

*  But  see  rerised  statement,  p.  209. 
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ing  on  the  road,  being  supported  on  my  right  by  the  First  Ohio  and  the 
Ninety  third  Ohio  in  reserve.  I  at  once  advanced,  as  skirmishers,  Com- 
pany A,  Captain  Kavanaugh,  and  Company  B,  Lieutenant  McGannon 
commanding,  when  a  running  fight  commenced.  Captain  Simonson,  of 
the  Fifth  Indiana  Artillery,  shelling  the  enemy  from  the  hill  tops,  being 
energetically  replied  to  by  the  enemy^s  guns.  The  fight  continued  until 
we  arrived  at  Triune,  where  the  rebels  made  a  stand,  when  we  charged 
double  quick  their  battery,  and  drove  them  from  the  field.  We  pur- 
sued them  some  2  miles,  they  contesting  each  rod  of  ground,  when  they 
again  made  a  stand.  We  again  drove  them  from  their  position,  in  pre- 
cipitate retreat.     Night  coming  on  put  an  end  to  our  day's  labor. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  commendation  of  the  gallantry 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  during  the  entire  day.  When 
we  consider  that  lor  eight  hours  they  fought  under  the  hardest  rain  of 
the  season  and  mud  to  the  ankles,  pressing  forward  to  the  mark  of  their 
high  calling  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  their  endurance  was  worthy 
the  highest  commendation. 

On  the  30th  we  marched  from  Triune  to  the  field  which  was  to  be  the 
scene  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  a  distance  of  16  miles,  where  we 
arrived  at  5  p.  m.,  when  we  were  at  once  sent  some  2J  miles  to  the  right 
of  the  right  wing  of  the  army.  Being  informed  that  the  enemy  were  in 
too  large  force  to  enable  us  to  maintain  our  position,  we  returned  at  9 
o'clock  to  the  position  first  taken. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  31st  I  was  posted  in  line  of  battle  behind  a  rail 
fence,  my  right  resting  on  an  open  field ;  a  stalk-field  in  front,  ex- 
tending far  to  my  left ;  a  wood  in  rear,  and  also  extending  to  my  left. 
On  my  right,  some  75  yards  to  the  front,  was  a  section  of  Simouson's 
Fifth  Indiana  Battery.  To  the  right  of  it  lay  the  First  Ohio,  behind  a 
fence ;  also,  on  my  right,  some  75  yards  to  rear,  lay  the  Louisville  Legion, 
also  securely  posted  behind  a  fence,  the  whole  supported  by  the  Ninety- 
third  Ohio,  Colonel  Anderson.  I  promptly  deployed  as  skirmishers  the 
first  platoons  of  Company  A,  I'aptain  Kavanaugh,  and  Company  B, 
Lieutenant  McGannon  commanding.  Some  half  an  hour  after,  my  skir- 
mishers returned,  being  driven  in  by  the  enemy,  I  heir  skirmishers  in 
close  pursuit.  A  few  shots  from  my  line  served  to  hold  them  in  check, 
when  their  main  line  advanced,  deployed  column  after  column,  making 
some  four  or  five  lines  approaching  our  front.  When  withiu  100  yards 
I  ordered  my  men  to  fire,  and  they  went  at  it  with  a  right  good  will,  it 
having  been  difficult  to  restrain  them  so  long.  Our  fire  caused  the 
enemy  to  waver,  and  checked  their  advance.  They  were  uot  idle,  but 
threw  upon  us  their  leaden  hail,  which  caused  my  men  to  hug  closer 
their  frail  defense,  delivering  their  fire  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans. 
At  this  time  the  artillery  ceased  on  my  right,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the 
First  Ohio  gave  way  and  fell  back  on  the  Louisville  Legion,  which  in 
turn  also  fell  back  before  an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
passing  my  right  flank  in  line  of  battle,  their  right  passing  within  50 
yards  of  the  right  of  my  regiment,  which  produced  some  unsteadiness 
in  one  or  two  companies  on  my  right,  they  getting  out  of  place  for  the 
purpose  of  firing  into  the  enemy's  flank  as  they  passed.  I  promptly 
rallied  them  to  the  fence.  In  the  mean  time  the  line  i  n  front  had  advanced 
to  within  25  yards  of  my  line.  A  rebel  regiment  had  crossed  the  fence 
on  my  left.  Those  advancing  on  the  First  Ohio  and  Louisville  Legion, 
on  my  right,  were  already  some  100  yards  to  my  rear,  and,  being  closely 
pressed  in  front,  I  gave  the  order  to  "  Fall  back  slowly  and  in  good 
order,"  which  was  executed  at  a  double  quick. 

At  one  time  I  had  some  wavering  in  ranks  m  consequence  of  some 
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unauthorized  person  giving  an  order  to  fall  back  to  the  men  instead  of 
to  me,  but  I  rallied  them  without  difficulty  and  continued  the  fij-ht.  I 
fell  back  to  a  point  some  200  yards  east  of  the  IS'olensville  pike,  when  I 
formed  the  regiment  in  line,  faced  about,  intending  to  renew  the  fight; 
but  seeing  General  McCook,  reported  to  him  for  orders.  He  ordered 
me  to  '''  march  my  regiment  to  the  rear,"  which  I  did,  hauling  u])  on  the 
Nashville  pike,  tidence  to  the  railroad,  when  I  reported  to  you. 

On  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  instant  my  command  bore  a  full  share  of  the 
skirmish  fighting  on  our  part  of  the  line.  The  particulars  need  not  be 
mentioned  here. 

I  would  do  violence  to  my  own  feelings  did  I  close  this  report  without 
mentioning  the  good  conduct  and  soldierly  bearing  of  the  men  of  my 
command.  To  the  company  ofiicers  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  the  stead- 
iness of  their  several  companies.  I  would  be  glad  to  name  some  of 
them,  but  where  all  have  so  ably  done  their  duty  it  would  be  invidious 
to  do  so.  I  must,  however,  acknowledge  the  able,  prompt,  and  ener- 
getic assistance  I  received  from  Maj.  C.  D.  Campbell  throughout  the 
engagement.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  TRIPP, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Sixth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Col.  P.  P.  Baldwin, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


No.  47. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  W.  Berry ^  Fifth  Ken^tucky  Infantry. 

•      Headquarters  Louisville  LegtIon, 
Fifth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry, 

In  Camp,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Having  been  called  upon  to  furnish  a  report  of  the  operations 
of  my  command  from  December  26,  1862,  to  January  4,  1863,  inclusive, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

On  the  morning  of  December  26,  1862,  being  on  picket  duty  with  my 
regiment,  I  received  orders  to  join  the  column  marching  southward  on 
the  Nolensville  road.  We  reached  Nolensville  at  3  o'clock  the  next 
morning. 

At  daylight  of  the  27th  I  was  ordered  forward,  and  marching  3  miles 
we  found  the  enemy,  with  some  artillery,  prepared  to  obstruct  our  march. 
We  were  thrown  out  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  immediately  pushed 
at  them,  but  they  fell  back  to  a  new  position ;  and  this  was  repeated 
time  and  again  throughout  the  day,  until  we  reached  a  point  1  mile  south 
of  Triune.  We  traversed  in  line  of  battle  this  day  some  4  or  5  miles  of 
country,  made  up  of  corn  and  cotton  fields,  thickets,  swamps,  and  woods. 
I  sustained  no  loss  in  this  skirmish. 

Sunday  morning,  December  28,  I  was  ordered  to  support  General 
Willich  in  a  reconnaissance.  No  enemy  was  found,  and  we  returned  to 
camp. 

On  Monday,  General  McCook's  command  having  moved  off  toward 
Murfreesborough,  distant  some  15  miles,  we  were  left  near  Triune  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy  interrupting  the  mar(;h  of  the  main  column. 

Here  we  remained  till  the  morning  of  the  30th,  when  we  marched  off 

*  List  of  casualties,  here  omitted,  embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  808. 
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toward  Murfreesborough  and  rejoined  the  division,  which  we  found 
moving  into  position  beyond  Wilkinson^s  Cross-Koads. 

In  a  short  time  orders  came  for  us  to  support  a  cavalry  reconnaissance 
of  the  country  lying  to  the  right  of  our  front.  Ko  enemy  was  found  in 
this  direction,  and  we  returned  to  the  division.  We  were  then  placed 
in  position  as  a  reserve  for  the  other  two  brigades  of  General  Johnson's 
command,  occupying  the  extreme  right  of  the  army. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  received  orders  to  form  a  line  of  battle  150 
paces  in  rear  of  the  First  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers ;  this  done,  the  com- 
mand *^ forward"  was  given.  In  this  advance,  Capt.  A.  H.  Speed,  of 
Company  C,  was  struck  in  the  abdomen  by  a  spent  ball  and  severely 
injured;  but,  like  a  true  soldier,  he  retained  the  command  of  his  com- 
pany until  late  in  the  evening,  when  he  was  ordered  to  the  hospital. 

When  the  First  Ohio  reached  a  fence  on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  it  became 
hotly  engaged-  At  the  same  time  there  was  rapid  firing  from  the  Sixth 
Indiana,  on  the  left,  and  also  from  some  regiment  on  the  right  of  the 
First  Ohio.  A  section  of  Simonson's  battery  had  been  moved  to  the 
front,  to  the  left  and  abreast  of  the  First  Ohio.  A  battery  of  the  enemy 
immediately  opened  upon  it,  and  their  shells  killed  and  wounded  many 
of  my  men.  Presently  I  observed  the  regiment  to  the  right  of  the  First 
Ohio  in  full  retreat,  and  in  a  few  minutes  I  saw  the  First  Ohio  moving 
to  the  rear. 

I  could  see  no  enemy,  on  account  of  the  intervening  ridge,  and  sup- 
posing that  the  First  Ohio  had  exhausted  their  ammunition,  1  instantly 
prepared  to  take  its  place ;  but  just  before  it  reached  my  lines,  to  my 
utter  amazement,  a  mass  of  the  enemy  appeared,  moving  obliquely  upon 
my  right  flank.  A  change  of  front  was  imperative.  While  executing 
this  movement,  refusing  my  right  to  the  enemy,  the  First  Ohio  passed 
through  the  right  of  my  regiment  and  threw  into  great  confusion  my 
four  right  companies.  Their  officers  promptly  arrested  this,  and  I  here 
take  occasion  to  thank  Capt.  John  Lucas,  commanding  Company  F,  First 
Lieuts.  Thomas  Foreman,  commanding  Company  A,  and  Joseph  E.  Mil- 
ler, commanding  Company  D,  and  Second  Lieut.  A.  Sidney  Smith,  com- 
manding Company  I,  for  their  steadiness  at  this  trying  moment. 

In  the  mean  time,  my  left  getting  into  position,  poured  its  fire  into  the 
steadily  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy;  but  the  troops  to  my  left  were 
giving  way,  and  the  enemy,  getting  a  battery  into  position,  almost  en- 
filaded me.  The  right  of  the  division  was  completely  crushed  in,  and  I 
had  no  connection,  consequently  do  protection,  here.  It  was  soon  mani- 
fest that  I  must  fall  back  or  be  isolated. 

A  new  position  was  taken  some  200  paces  in  rear  of  our  first,  and  here 
I  believe  we  could  have  successfully  resisted  the  enemy,  but  some  gen- 
eral, I  do  not  know  who,  ordered  the  entire  line  to  fall  back  still  farther, 
and  those  who  like  rapid  movements  would  have  been  more  than  satis- 
fied with  the  celerity  with  which  some  of  the  floating  fragments  of  regi- 
ments obeyed  him. 

Pending  this  movement  my  attention  was  called  by  Colonel  Baldwin 
to  a  piece  of  artillery  abandoned  by  those  whose  business  it  was  to  look 
after  it.  A  full  battery  of  the  enemy  was  playing  on  it  at  the  time.  1 
immediately  yoked  the  Legion  to  it,  and,  with  Huston  and  Thomasson 
as  the  wheel-horses,  it  was  dragged  to  the  railroad,  where  the  new  line 
was  forming.  I  was  shortly  ordered  to  move  by  the  flank  farther  up  the 
railroad,  where  a  position  was  taken  that  was  not  assailed  on  this  day. 

I  had  gone  into  the  fight  with  320  muskets,  a  portion  of  my  command 
being  on  detached  service;  19  men  were  killed,  including  Captain  Fer- 
guson, of  Qompany  I,  who  was  one  of  our  best  officers ;  80  were  wounded. 
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Among  the  latter  were  7  commissioned  officers,  viz :  Lieut.  Gol.  W.  W. 
Berrj,  shot  through  the  wrist;  Maj.  John  L.  Treanor,  wounded  by  a 
shell  in  the  thigh;  Oapt.  A.  H.  Speed,  wounded  in  the  abdomen;  Capt. 
L.  P.  Lovett,  slightly,  in  the  thigh;  First  Lieut.  Frank  Dissell,  mor- 
tally; First  Lieut  John  D.  Sheppard,  seriously,  through  the  left  lung, 
and  First  Lieut.  William  H.  Powell,  slightly,  in  the  shoulder,  and  26 
missing.  Some  of  these,  I  am  mortified  to  say,  ran  away  at  the  first 
fire.     Their  names  shall  be  duly  reported. 

During  the  engagement  my  color-bearer  was  shot,  and  down  went  the 
flag,  but  like  lightning  it  gleamed  aloft  again  in  the  hands  of  three  men, 
struggling  who  should  have  it.  Their  names  are  John  B.  Scheible, 
Company  E;  Charles  Fleckhammer,  jr.,  Company  H,  and  Sergt.  John 
Baker,  Company  D.  The  latter  bore  it  throughout  the  remainder  of 
the  day.  Private  William  Shumaker,  of  Company  G,  was  badly  shot 
through  the  thigh,  but  persisted  in  fighting  with  the  regiment  till  he 
was  forced  to  the  rear  by  order  of  his  captain.  I  commend  him  for  his 
devotion.  Sergeant- Major  Willett  deported  himself  most  bravely,  and 
deserves  promotion.  Adjutant  Johnstone  rendered  me  every  assistance 
in  his  power,  and  I  especially  thank  him. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1, 1  received  orders  to  move  farther  to  the 
front.  There  was  no  general  advance  of  our  lines,  though  constant 
skirmishing  through  the  day.  Captain  Thomasson  had  command  of 
the  skirmish  line,  and  by  his  adroitness  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
capture  of  95  prisoners.  The  enemy  held  a  dense  wood  about  300  yards 
in  front  of  us,  in  the  edge  of  which  were  some  cabins  occupied  by  sharp- 
shooters. I  proi)Osed  to  push  forward  my  skirmishers  and  dislodge 
them,  provided  those  on  my  right  and  left  were  simultaneously  advanced. 
This,  though  ordered,  was  not  done,  and  I  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  expose 
my  flank ;  but  toward  evenini;  the  fire  of  these  riflemen  became  so  annoy- 
ing that  I  was  determined,  at  any  cost,  to  stop  it.  I  ordered  Captains 
Hurley  and  Lindenfelser  to  move  with  their  companies  directly  upon  the 
houses  and  burn  them.  Across  the  open  fields  they  dashed,  the  enemy 
having  every  advantage  in  point  of  shelter.  Captain  Huston  was  then 
ordered  to  their  support,  and  the  place  was  literally  carried  by  assault, 
the  houses  burned,  and  5  of  the  enemy  left  dead  upon  the  spot.  This 
was  the  last  we  heard  of  the  sharpshooters.  The  daring  displayed  by 
officers  and  men  in  this  affair  deserves  especial  considei  ation.  But  one 
man  was  hurt — Corporal  Moneypenny,  shot  through  the  leg. 

The  skirmishing  in  which  my  command  took  part  on  the  days  suc- 
ceeding this  was  of  an  uneventful  character,  and  I  forego  the  details. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BEKRY, 
Lieutenant- Co lonel,  Commanding, 

Oapt.  William  Mangan, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Brigade, 


No.  48. 

Report  of  Maj.  Joab  A.  Stafford^  First  Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquarters  First  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 

In  Camp  J  January  5,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment 
in  the  recent  battles  and  skirmishes  about  Murfreesborough. 
On  the  morning  of  December  27,  1863,  when  about  a  mile  below 
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Nolensville,  the  enemy  appeared  in  our  front.  I  was  ordered  by  yon  to 
form  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  my  left  resting  on  the  right 
of  the  Sixth  Indiana,  and  deploy  two  companies  as  skirmishers,  and  to 
advance.  I  did  so,  deploying  Company  B,  Lieutenant  Dornbush  com- 
manding, and  Company  D,  Lieutenant  Hay  ward  commanding.  We  had 
s<^vere  skirmishing  all  day,  but  drove  the  enemy  before  us,  and  encamped 
near  Triune. 

On  the  morning  of  December  30  we  were  ordered  to  join  our  divis- 
ion, which  had  preceded  us  the  day  before,  within  about  4  miles  of  Mur- 
freesborough.  We  arrived  about  4  o'clock,  and,  after  making  a  recon- 
naissance on  our  right,  we  fell  back  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  in  a 
piece  of  woods  in  the  rear  of  our  division. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  about  6.30  o'clock,  I  heard  what  I  thought 
to  be  heavy  skirmishing  on  our  right.  I  immediately  ordered  my  com- 
mand under  arms,  and  marched  to  and  halted  on  the  edge  of  the  woods 
just  to  the  right  of  where  we  bivouacked  the  night  previous.  A  few 
moments  after,  by  your  orders,  I  moved  forward  at  a  double  quick  across 
a  large  open  field,  and  formed  my  line  behind  a  rail  fence,  on  a  line  with 
the  Sixth  Indiana  (they  occupying  a  piece  of  woods  to  my  left),  with 
two  pieces  of  Simonson's  battery  between  us,  the  Seventy -ninth  Illinois 
and  Thirtieth  Indiana  occupying  the  right,  the  Seventy -ninth  in  reserve. 

I  ordered  Lieutenant  Hay  ward.  Company  D,  to  deploy  the  first  pla- 
toon of  his  company  as  skirmishers.  This  had  hardly  been  done  when 
the  enemy  appeared  in  our  front  in  three  distinct  lines  of  battle,  followed 
by  columns,  closed  in  ma^s,  seveial  batteries  of  artillery,  and  a  large 
amount  of  cavalry,  the  left  of  their  lines  extending  not  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  Thirtieth  Indiana.  As  soon  as  they 
arrived  within  about  150  yards  of  my  line,  I  opened  fire,  which  checked 
their  advance  for  about  fifteen  minutes.  Their  line  then  in  front  of  me 
seemed  to  separate,  and  I  saw  them  marching  by  the  flank  to  the  right 
and  left  of  us.  Immediately  after  this  maneuver,  the  two  regiments  on 
my  right  gave  way,  and  left  my  flank  entirely  unprotected.  The  enemy's 
left  then  changed  their  front  to  the  right  and  marched  diagonally  toward 
thj  right.  At  this  moment  the  Sixth  Indiana  was  forced  from  their 
position,  the  enemy  immediately  taking  possession  of  the  fence  they 
occupied.  They  then  again  appeared  in  my  front  and  opened  an  enfilad- 
ing fire  on  my  regiment. 

Finding  it  was  impossible  to  hold  my  position  without  being  anni- 
hilated, I  ordered  my  regiment  to  fall  back,  intending  to  take  a  posi- 
tion in  the  rear  of  the  Louisville  Legion,  which  was  at  that  time  sup- 
porting me.  My  regiment  started  back  in  good  order,  but  coming  in 
contact  with  the  Louisville  Legion  (Colonel  Berry  having  just  ordered 
a  change  of  front  forward  on  first  company,  to  protect  our  right),  we 
became  entangled  with  them,  as  we  did  also  with  the  Ninety- third  Ohio, 
wliich  you  had  ordered  to  our  support.  I  then  fell  back  in  some  con- 
fusion to  the  woods  occupied  by  me  some  half  an  hour  previous. 

Here  I  tried  to  form  my  line,  but  again  became  entangled  with  a  part 
of  the  First  Brigade.  My  regiment  became  scattered,  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  them  into  line  until  we  had  fallen  back  through  the  woods 
into  a  cotton -field  and  into  another  piece  of  woods.  Here,  by  your  help 
and  the  united  efforts  of  my  officers,  I  succeeded  in  rallying  part  of  my 
regiment,  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Berry,  who  had  also 
succeeded  in  rally  in  g  part  of  his  regiment.  Here  the  enemy  was  checked 
and  driven  back  a  short  distance,  but  soon  rallied  and  came  down  in  a 
solid  mass,  and  we  were  obliged  again  to  retire. 
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In  a  short  time  after,  I  rallied  a  portion  of  my  regiment,  and  meeting 
Captains  Trapp  and  O'Counell,  who  had  succeeded  in  doing  the  same 
(in  all,  amounting  to  about  100  men)^  I  halted  and  formed  a  line.  Here 
I  was  joined  by  a  jiortion  of  the  ISTinety-third  Ohio,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Harmau.     I  took  command  of  the  whole. 

At  this  moment  I  received  an  order  from  General  Johnson  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  a  certain  point,  but  the  guide  missed  the  place,  so 
I  took  a  position  on  the  left  of  a  regiment  (I  do  not  know  what  regi- 
ment) which  was  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Here  I  remained  until 
I  was  ordered  to  fall  in  the  rear  of  General  Rousseau^s  division. 

Soon  after,  Colonel  Anderson,  of  the  Ninety-third  Ohio,  came  up  and 
took  command,  and  was  ordered  to  proceed  in  the  direction  of  the  river; 
that  we  were  needed  there.  Word  soon  came  that  our  division  was 
again  forming  on  the  left  of  the  railroad  running  toward  Nashville.  I 
immediately  proceeded  to  that  point,  where  I  found  about  100  more  men 
of  my  regiment,  under  command  of  their  respective  officers. 

By  your  order,  I  again  moved  forward  with  the  balance  of  our  bri- 
gade to  the  support  of  another  brigade,  which  was  hotly  contesting  the 
ground  we  now  occupied.  After  a  short  and  severe  fight  the  enemy 
were  driven  off,  and  with  considerable  fighting  and  skirmishing  it  has 
been  held  ever  since. 

The  loss  in  my  regiment  is  heavy,  so  far  as  heard  from — 8  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  killed;  1  officer  and  46  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  wounded,  and  81  missing ;  a  partial  list  of 
which  you  have  already  received. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  most  gallantly,  and  I  do  not  think  there 
are  any  soldiers  in  the  world  that  could  have  done  better  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. I  would  most  respectfully  recommend  for  your  favorable 
consideration  Captains  Kuhlman,  Company  B,  acting  field  officer;  Trapp, 
Company  G ;  O'Connell,  Company  F ;  Pomeroy,  Company  E ;  Prentiss, 
Company  H  ;  Hooker,  Company  A,  and  Snodgrass,  Company  I ;  First 
Lieuts.  Henry  Dornbush,  Company  B,  commanding,  and  George  L. 
Hay  ward,  Company  D,  commanding;  Adjt.  Samuel  W.  Davies,  and 
Second  Lieutenants  Kuhlman,  Company  B,  commanding  Company  0 ; 
E.  B.  Chappell,  commanding  Company  K ;  Denny,  Company  G,  and 
Varian,  not  yet  assigned  to  any  company.  They  are  all  justly  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  their  superiors  for  their  gallant  conduct  in  the  past  few 
days.  All  have  been  engaged  in  the  service  siuce  the  breaking  out  of 
the  rebellion ;  have  been  in  several  engagements,  and  proved  themselves 
worthy  the  confidence  reposed  in  them.  A  more  gallant  and  braver  set 
of  officers  never  entered  a  field.  I  would  also  mention  our  surgeons, 
Drs.  Wilson  and  Barr.  They  performed  their  duties  faithfully  and  un- 
flinchingly. 

I  had  forgotten  to  mention  that  some  time  during  the  day  a  portion 
of  my  regiment,  under  Lieutenant  Dornbush  and  Adjutant  Davies,  gal- 
lantly repulsed  a  charge  of  the  enemy ^s  cavalry,  and  drove  them  off 
altogether. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  STAFFOED, 
Major  First  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

Captain  Burns, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fourth  Brigade, 
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Report  of  Col,  Charles  Anderson^  Mnety -third  Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Ninety-third  Ohio  Regiment, 
Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  5, 1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

At  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  December  27,  the  regiment  left  Mill 
Greek  for  Nolensville,  at  which  place  we  arrived  at  4  a.  m.  We  went 
into  camp  1  mile  south,  on  the  Nolensville  road. 

At  7  a.  m.  took  up  our  line  of  march.  The  brigade  commenced  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy  about  4  miles  south  of  Nolensville.  We  were 
then  ordered  to  file  to  a  field  on  the  left  of  the  Nolensville  road,  and 
were  supports  to  the  Sixth  Indiana  Volunteers.  We  marched  in  the 
above  order  utitil  we  arrived  at  Triune.  Here  quite  a  brisk  skirmish 
ensued ;  but,  as  the  enemy's  cavalry  retreated  before  us  on  the  road  to 
Eagleville,  my  regiment  was  not  engaged.  We  went  into  camp  on  the 
farm  of Perkins  at  4  ]).  m. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  was  ordered  on  picket,  to  relieve  the  Sev- 
enty-ninth Illinois  Volunteers,  Colonel  Read  commanding.  Remained 
until  12  m.  of  the  29th,  when  the  brigade  was  moved  back  a  short  dis- 
tance beyond  Triune. 

Here  we  encamped  until  7  a.  m.  of  the  30th,  when  we  started  to  join 
our  division,  which  was  encamped  3  miles  northwest  of  Murfreesbor- 
ough. Arrived  at  3  p.  m.  We  were  then  immediately  ordered  to  report 
to  General  Stanley,  chief  of  cavalry.  After  reporting  to  General  Stan- 
ley, OomT)any  A,  of  my  regiment,  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  through 
a  cotton  field  and  drove  in  the  rebel  cavalry. 

The  regiment  then  advanced  through  cotton  and  corn  fields  and 
meadows  some  1 J  miles,  when  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  and 
marched  so  nearly  one-half  mile,  when  a  very  large  cavalry  force  was 
seen  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  We  advanced  to  a  fence  and  com- 
menced firing  at  them;  but,  the  range  being  so  great  and  our  loads 
having  been  long  wetted,  our  shots  did  no  apparent  execution. 

We  were  then  ordered  to  fall  back,  Stanley's  cavalry  covering  our 
retreat.  The  rebel  cavalry  advanced  a  short  distance,  but  made  no 
demonstration.  We  were  then  ordered  to  go  into  the  division  encamp- 
ment, at  the  intersection  of  the  Murfreesborough  road  and  a  country 
road,  crossing  it  about  2  miles  from  Murfreesborough.  This  we  did ; 
but,  finding  that  our  brigade  had  been  in  the  mean  time  ordered  to  act 
as  reserve  of  the  First  and  Second  Brigades,  under  advice  of  General 
Willich,  I  ordered  up  the  regiment  and  marched  it  into  the  reserve 
camp,  about  1  mile  back  and  near  General  Johnson's  headquarters,  and 
remained  in  this  camp  all  night. 

Upon  the  attack  by  the  enemy  immediately  in  our  front,  a  little  before 
7  a.  m.  on  the  31st,  the  brigade  was  ordered  out  to  re  enforce  our  front 
division  lines.  The  other  regiments  having  been  placed  in  their  several 
positions,  the  Ninety-third  Ohio  was  ordered  by  myself  to  form  line  of 
battle  upon  the  left  of  the  Fifth  Kentucky,  in  the  rear  of  which  it  had 
marched.  But  this  movement  was  arrested  by  an  order  from  Colonel 
Baldwin,  with  an  order  for  it  to  remain  in  its  form  of  column,  and  to 
await  further  orders.  This  order  was  obeyed,  and  the  regiment  (with 
two  slight  changes  in  advance  as  the  other  regiments  marched  forward 
into  the  open  field  to  the  second  positions)  so  remained,  awaiting  orders. 

All  this  time  the  Ninety- third  Ohio  was  in  the  wood  of  our  encamp- 
ment, parallel  to  the  field  in  which  the  First  Ohio  and  Fifth  Kentucky 
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were  marching  and  forming  their  lines,  while  the  Sixth  Indiana,  inline 
of  battle,  occupied  the  fence  at  the  head  of  this  wood,  and  between  it 
and  the  adjacent  fields  on  the  south.  No  further  orders  were  given  to 
the  regiment,  though  twice  asked  for. 

In  the  retreat,  the  First  Ohio  fell  back  from  the  second  position  in  line 
of  battle.  When  that  event  took  place,  and  while  the  two  regiments 
in  the  field  were  retreating  back  to  their  first  position,  I  ordered  and 
began  a  deployment  of  my  skirmishers  across  the  woods  and  extending 
Irom  the  left  flank  of  these  two  regiments  to  the  road  on  the  east.  While 
in  the  actual  process  of  this  movement,  the  colonel  commanding  the 
brigade  intercepted  it,  and  ordered  the  regiment  to  form  in  line  of  battle 
to  the  left  flank  of  the  two  other  regiments. 

I  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  rally  on  the  right  wing,  which  had  not 
yet  begun  its  deployment,  and  the  colonel  commanding  the  brigade  then 
gave  me  orders,  in  person,  to  retreat.  The  regiment  being  still  in  line  of 
battle,  I  ordered  it  to  about-face,  and  to  march  in  slow  time.  This  order 
was  executed  for  a  little  time  in  some  regularity.  The  enemy  poured 
into  the  woods  and  pressed  on  to  our  rear.  The  regiment,  like  the  rest 
of  the  retreating  troops,  of  course  much  increased  its  speed,  so  that  by 
the  time  it  i)assed  out  of  the  woods  into  the  cotton-field  to  the  northward 
the  march  had  degenerated  into  a  run. 

At  this  point,  and  in  the  cotton-field,  the  men  of  my  regiment  suffered 
quite  severely.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  number  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  scattered,  a  small  remnant  of  the  Ninety-third  Ohio  was 
rallied  with  those  of  the  division,  and  it  may  be  from  some  other  divis- 
ions, and  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  large  woods,  containing  in  all 
several  hundred  men. 

This  line  was  again  faced  to  the  front,  and  marched  a  short  distance 
against  the  enemy,  which  by  this  time  passed  the  cotton  field,  entered 
the  woods,  and  were  again  flanking  our  right  in  very  great  force. 

Another  retreat  having  been  ordered,  this  whole  body  of  troops  re- 
treated once  again,  under  the  support  of  General  Crittenden's  wing. 

No  other  event  of  special  interest  occurred  in  the  regimental  history 
of  this  day,  except  that  several  of  its  officers  and  many  of  its  men,  after 
being  separated  from  the  regiment,  united  themselves  toother  regiments, 
and  fought  gallantly  during  the  subsequent  conflict.  Several  of  these 
men  were  thereby  killed  and  wounded. 

In  a  temporary  absence  from  my  regiment,  in  order  to  have  two  slight 
wounds  looked  at  and  dressed  by  a  surgeon,  the  remnant  of  mine,  with 
that  of  his  regiment,  was  left  with  Major  Stafford,  of  the  First  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry. 

Upon  rejoining  my  r  egiment,  I  received  orders  from  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Michler,  aide-de-camp  of  General  Rosecrans,  to  form  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line  of  battle.  This  I  did,  and  then  rejoined  the  colonel 
commanding  and  what  was  left  at  that  time  of  the  brigade. 

These  little  and  trivial  details  seem  to  make  a  sufficient  record  of  my 
regiment's  share  in  these  great  proceedings.  For  a  fuller  statement  of 
the  various  casualties  to  my  command,  I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  refer 
to  previous  reports  and  this  accompanying  addendum. 

Total  number  killed,  as  far  as  heard  from,  12 ;  total  number  wounded^ 
as  far  as  heard  from,  45 ;  total  number  missing  up  to  date,  64. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  ANDERSON, 
Commanding  Ninety-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Colonel  Baldwin, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 
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Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  Philip  E.  Sheridan^  U,  8.  Army,  commwnding  Thira 

Division, 

Hdqrs.  Third  Div.,  Right  Wing,  Fourteenth  A.  C, 

Ga7np  on  Stone^s  River,  Tenn,,  Jmmary  9,  1863. 

Major  :  lu  obedience  to  instructions  from  headquarters  right  wing, 
1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  operations  of  my  division 
from  December  26,  1862,  to  January  6,  1863 : 

On  December  26, 1  moved  from  camp,  near  Nashville,  on  the  Nolens- 
ville  pike,  in  the  direction  of  ISTolensville.  At  the  crossing  of  Mill  Creek 
the  enemy's  cavalry  made  some  resistance,  but  were  soon  routed,  1  lieu- 
tenant and  1  i)rivate  of  the  enemy  being  captured. 

On  approaching  Nolensville,  I  received  a  message  from  General  Davis, 
who  had  arrived  at  Nolensville,  via  the  Edmondson  pike,  that  the  en- 
emy were  in  (considerable  force  in  his  front,  and  requesting  me  to  sup- 
port him.  On  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  my  division  at  Nolensville, 
General  Davis  advanced  upon  the  enemy's  position,  about  2  miles  south 
of  that  place,  supported  by  my  division.  The  enemy  had  here  made  a 
stand  in  a  gap  of  the  mountains ;  but,  after  a  sharp  conflict  with  Gen- 
eral Davis'  command,  were  routed  and  one  piece  of  artillery  captured. 

On  the  next  day  (27th),  1  supported  General  Johnson's  division  in  its 
advance  on  Triune,  where  the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be  in  consider- 
able force.  The  town  was  taken  possession  of  after  a  slight  resistance, 
the  main  portion  of  their  forces  having  evacuated  the  place. 

On  December  28,  I  encamped  at  Triune. 

On  the  29th,  I  supported  General  Davis'  division,  which  had  the  ad- 
vance from  Tiiune  on  Murfreesborough,  encamping  that  night  at  Wil- 
kinson's Cross  Roads,  from  which  point  there  is  a  good  turnpike  to 
Murfreesborough. 

On  the  next  day  (the  30th),  I  took  the  advance  of  the  right  wing  on 
this  turnpike  toward  Murfreesborough,  General  Stanley,  with  a  regiment 
of  cavalry,  having  been  thrown  in  advance. 

After  arriving  at  a  point  about  3  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  the 
enemy's  infantry  pickets  were  encountered  and  driven  back,  their  num- 
bers constantly  increasing  until  I  had  arrived  within  about  2 J  miles  of 
Murfreesborough.  At  this  point  the  resistance  was  so  strong  as  to 
require  two  regiments  to  drive  them.  I  was  here  directed  by  Major-Gen- 
eral  McCook  to  form  my  line  of  battle  and  place  my  artillery  in  position. 

My  line  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  obliquely  to  it ;  four 
regiments  to  the  front,  with  a  second  line  of  four  regiments  within  short 
supporting  distance  in  the  rear,  with  a  reserve  of  one  brigade,  in  column 
of  regiments,  to  the  rear  and  opposite  the  center.  General  Davis  was 
then  ordered  to  close  in  and  form  on  my  right,  the  enemy  all  this  time 
keeping  up  a  heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire  upon  my  skirmishers. 

The  enemy  continued  to  occupy,  with  their  skirmishers,  a  heavy  belt 
of  timber  to  the  right  and  front  of  my  line,  and  across  some  oi^en  fields 
and  near  where  the  left  of  General  Davis'  division  was  intended  to  rest. 
General  Davis  was  then  directed  by  Major-General  McCook  to  swing 
his  division,  and  I  was  directed  to  swing  my  right  brigade  with  it  until 
our  continuous  line  would  front  nearly  due  east.  This  would  give  us 
possession  of  the  timber  above  alluded  to,  and  which  was  occupied  by 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  considerable  force.  This  movement  was 
successfully  executed,  after  a  stubborn  resistance  on  the  part  of  the 
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enemy,  in  which  they  used  one  battery  of  artillery.  This  battery  was 
silenced  in  a  very  short  time  by  Bush's  and  Hescock's  batteries,  of  my 
division,  and  two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  disabled. 

At  sundown  I  had  taken  up  my  position,  my  right  resting  in  the 
timl>er,  my  left  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  my  reserve  brigade,  of  four 
regiments,  to  the  rear  and  opposite  the  center. 

The  killed  and  wounded  during  the  day  was  75  men. 

General  Davis'  left  was  closed  in  on  my  right,  and  hi8  line  thrown  to 
the  rear,  so  that  it  formed  nearly  a  right  angle  with  mine.  General  Neg- 
ley's  division,  of  Thomas'  corps,  was  immediately  on  my  left,  his  right 
resting  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  Wilkinson  pike. 

The  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  strong  force  in  a  heavy  ciMlar  wood 
across  an  open  valley  in  my  front  and  parallel  to  it,  the  cedar  extend- 
ing the  whole  length  of  the  valley,  the  distance  across  the  valley  vary- 
ing from  300  to  400  yards. 

At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  General  Sill,  who  had  com- 
mand of  my  right  brigade,  reported  great  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  immediately  in  his  front.  This  being  the  narrowest  point  in 
the  valley,  I  was  fearful  that  an  attack  might  occur  at  that  point.  I 
therefore  directed  two  regiments  from  the  reserves  to  report  to  General 
Sill,  who  placed  them  in  position  in  very  short  supporting  distance  of 
his  lines. 

At  4  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  division  was  assembled  under  arms, 
and  the  cannoneers  at  their  pieces.  About  7.15  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  enemy  advanced  to  the  attack  across  an  oi)en  cotton-field,  on  Sill's 
front.  This  column  was  opened  upon  by  Bush's  battery,  of  Sill's  brigade, 
which  had  a  direct  fire  on  its  front;  also  by  Hescock's  and  Hough  til- 
ing's batteries,  which  had  an  oblique  fire  on  its  front  from  a  command- 
ing position  near  the  center  of  my  line.  The  effect  of  this  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  column  was  terrible.  The  enemy,  however,  continued  to  ad- 
vance until  they  had  reached  nearly  the  edge  of  the  timber,  when  they 
were  opened  upon  by  Sill's  infantry,  at  a  range  of  not  over  50  yards.  The 
destruction  to  the  enemy's  column,  which  was  closed  in  mass,  being 
several  regiments  in  depth,  was  terrible.  For  a  short  time  they  with- 
stood the  fire,  wavered,  then  broke  and  ran,  Sill  directing  his  troops  to 
charge,  which  was  gallantly  responded  to,  and  the  enemy  driven  back 
across  the  valley  and  behind  their  intrenchments. 

In  this  charge  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  General  Sill,  who  was 
killed.  The  brigade  then  fell  back  in  good  order  and  resumed  its  orig- 
inal lines.  The  enemy  soon  rallied  and  advanced  to  the  attack  on  my 
extreme  right  and  in  front  of  Colonel  Ayoodruff,  of  Davis'  division. 
Here,  unfortunately,  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Woodruff  gave  way ;  also 
one  regiment  of  Sill's  brigade,  which  was  in  the  second  line.  This  regi- 
ment fell  back  some  distance  into  the  open  field  and  there  rallied,  its 
place  being  occupied  by  a  third  regiment  of  my  reserve. 

At  this  time  the  enemy,  who  had  made  an  attack  on  the  extreme  right 
of  our  wing  against  Johnson  and  also  on  Davis'  front,  had  been  success-  • 
ful,  and  the  two  divisions  on  my  right  were  retiring  in  great  confusion, 
closely  followed  by  the  enemy,  completely  turning  my  position  and  ex- 
posing my  line  to  a  fire  from  the  rear.  I  hastily  withdrew  the  whole  of 
Sill's  brigade  and  the  three  regiments  sent  to  support  it,  at  the  same 
time  directing  Colonel  Eoberts,  of  the  left  brigade,  who  had  changed 
front  and  formed  in  column  of  regiments,  to  charge  the  enemy  in  the 
timber  from  which  1  had  withdi  awn  those  regiments.  This  was  very 
gallantly  done  by  Colonel  Roberts,  who  captured  one  piece  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  which  had  to  be  abandoned. 
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In  the  mean  time  I  had  formed  SilPs  and  Schaefer's  brigades  on  a  line 
at  right  angles  to  my  first  line,  and  behind  the  three  batteries  of  artil- 
lery, which  were  placed  in  a  fine  position,  directing  Colonel  Roberts  to 
return  and  form  on  this  new  line.  1  then  made  an  unavailing  attempt 
to  form  the  troops  on  my  right  on  this  line,  in  front  of  which  there  were 
open  fields,  tlirough  whicli  the  enemy  was  approaching  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  Ilcscock's,  Houghtaling's,  and  Bush's  batteries. 

After  the  attempt  had  proved  to  be  entirely  unsuccessful,  and  my  right 
was  again  turned.  General  McCook  directed  me  to  advance  to  the  front 
and  form  on  the  right  of  Negley.  This  movement  was  successfully  ac- 
complished under  a  heavy  fire  of  aiusketry  and  artillery,  every  regiment 
of  mine  remaining  unbroken. 

I  took  position  on  Negley's  right,  Roberts'  brigade  having  been  placed 
in  position  at  right  angles  to  Negley's  line,  facing  to  the  south,  the  other 
two  brigades  being  placed  to  the  rear  and  at  right  angles  with  Roberts', 
and  facing  the  west,  covering  the  rear  of  Negley's  lines.  1  then  directed 
Houghtaling's  battery  to  take  position  at  the  angle  of  these  two  lines, 
Captain  Hescock  sending  one  section  of  his  battery,  under  Lieutenant 
Taliaferro,  and  one  section  of  Bush's  battery,  to  the  same  point.  The 
remaining  pieces  of  Hescock's  and  Bush's  batteries  were  placed  on  the 
right  of  Negley's  line,  facing  toward  Murfreesborough.  In  this  position 
I  was  immediately  attacked,  when  one  of  the  bitterest  and  most  sanguin- 
ary contests  of  the  day  occurred. 

General  Cheatham's  division  advanced  on  Roberts'  brigade,  and  heavy 
masses  of  the  enemy,  with  three  batteries  of  artillery,  advanced  over  the 
oi)en  ground  which  I  had  occupied  in  the  previous  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, at  the  same  time  the  enemy  opening  from  their  intrenchments  ix 
the  direction  of  Murfreesborough.  The  contest  then  became  terrible. 
The  enemy  made  three  attacks,  and  were  three  times  repulsed,  the  artil* 
iery  range  of  the  respective  batteries  being  not  over  200  yards.  In  these 
attacks  Roberts'  brigade  lost  its  gallant  commander,  who  was  killed. 
There  was  no  sign  of  faltering  with  the  men,  the  only  cry  being  for 
more  ammunition,  which  unfortunately  could  not  be  supplied,  on  account 
of  the  discomfiture  of  the  troops  on  the  right  of  our  wing,  which  allowec* 
the  enemy  to  come  in  and  capture  our  ammunition  train. 

Schaefer's  brigade  being  entirely  out  of  ammunition,  I  directed  them 
to  fix  bayonets  and  await  the  enemy.  Roberts'  brigade,  which  was 
nearly  out  of  ammunition,  I  directed  to  fall  back,  resisting  the  enemy. 
Captain  Houghtaling,  having  exhausted  all  his  ammunition,  and  nearly 
all  the  horses  in  his  battery  having  been  killed,  attempted,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  men,  to  withdraw  his  pieces  by  hand.  Lieutenant  Tal- 
iaferro, commanding  the  section  of  Hescock's  battery,  having  been 
killed  and  several  of  his  horses  shot,  his  two  pieces  were  brought  off  by 
his  sergeant,  with  the  assistance  of  the  men.  The  difficulty  of  with- 
drawing the  artillery  here  becaine  very  great,  the  ground  being  rocky 
and  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  cedar.  Houghtaling's  battery  had 
to  be  abandoned;  also  two  pieces  of  Bush's  battery.  The  remaining 
pieces  of  artillery  in  the  division  were  brought  through  the  cedars  with 
great  difficulty,  under  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy,  on  to  the  open  space 
on  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  near  the  right  of  General  Palmer's  division. 

In  coming  through  the  cedars,  two  regiments  of  Schaefer's  brigade 
succeeded  in  obtaining  ammunition,  and  were  immediately  put  in  front 
to  resist  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  driving  in  our  entire  lines. 

On  arriving  at  the  open  space,  I  was  directed  by  Major-General  Rose- 
crans  to  take  those  two  regiments  and  put  them  into  action  on  the  right 
of  Palmer's  division,  where  the  enemy  were  pressing  heavily. 


350  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXn. 

The  two  regiments  went  in  very  gallantly,  driving  the  enemy  from  the 
cedar  timber  and  some  distance  to  the  front.  At  the  same  time  I  put 
four  pieces  of  Hescock^s  battery  into  action  near  by  and  on  the  same 
front.  The  other  two  regiments  of  Schaefer's  brigade,  and  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Illinois,  of  SilPs  brigade,  were  directed  to  cross  the  railroad,  where 
they  could  obtain  ammunition.  1  then,  by  direction  of  Major-General 
McCook,  withdrew  the  two  regiments  that  had  been  placed  on  the  right 
of  Palmer^s  division ;  also  Captain  Hescock^s  pieces,  that  point  having 
been  given  up  to  the  enemy  in  the  rearrangement  of  our  lines. 

These  regiments  of  Scliaefer's  brigade,  having  supplied  themselves 
with  ammunition,  I  put  into  action,  by  direction  of  Major-General  Kose- 
crans,  directly  to  the  front  and  right  of  Genera]  Wood^s  division,  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  railroad. 

The  brigade  advanced  through  a  clump  of  timber  and  took  position 
on  the  edge  of  a  cotton-field,  close  upon  the  enemy's  lines,  relieving  the 
division  of  General  Wood,  which  was  falling  back  under  heavy  press- 
ure from  the  enemy. 

At  this  point  I  lost  my  third  and  last  brigade  commander,  Col.  Fred- 
erick Schaefer,  who  was  killed.  The  brigade,  after  remaining  in  this 
position  until  after  it  had  expended  its  ammunition,  was  withdrawn  to 
the  rear  of  this  timber,  where  it  was  again  supplied  and  joined  by  the 
Thirty-sixth  Illinois.  I  was  here  directed  by  General  Rosecrans  to  form 
a  close  column  of  attack  and  charge  the  enemy,  should  they  again  comt? 
down  on  the  open  ground. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  evening  this  gallant  brigade  remained 
in  close  column  of  regiments  and  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries^ 
which  killed  about  20  of  the  men  by  round  shot.  In  the  mean  time  Colo- 
nel Roberts'  brigade,  which  had  come  out  of  the  cedars  unbroken,  was 
put  into  action  by  General  McCook  at  a  point  a  short  distance  to  the 
rear,  where  the  enemy  threatened  our  communication  on  the  Murfrees- 
borough  pike.  The  brigade,  having  but  three  or  four  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition, cheerfully  went  into  action,  gallantly  charged  the  enemy,  routing 
them,  recapturing  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  taking  40  prisoners. 
The  rout  of  the  enemy  at  this  point  deserves  special  consideration,  as 
they  had  here  nearly  reached  the  Murfreesborough  pike. 

On  the  night  of  the  31st,  I  was  i)laced  in  position  on  the  Murfrees- 
borough pike,  facing  south,  and  on  the  ground  where  Roberts'  brigade 
had  charged  the  enemy,  General  Davis  being  on  my  right. 

On  January  1,  heavy  skiruiish  fighting,  with  occasional  artillery  shots 
on  both  sides,  was  ke[)t  up  till  about  3  p.  m.,  when  a  charge  was  made  by 
a  brigade  of  the  enemy  on  my  position.  This  was  handsomely  repulsed, 
and  1  officer  and  85  men  of  the  enemy  captured. 

Colonel  Walker's  brigade,  of  Thomas'  corps,  was  also  placed  under  my 
command,  temporarily,  having  a  position  on  my  left,  where  the  same 
character  of  fighting  was  kept  up. 

On  January  2,  Colonel  Walker  sustained  two  heavy  attacks,  which  he 
gallantly  repulsed. 

On  the  3d,  skirmishing  took  place  throughout  the  day. 

On  the  4th,  all  was  quiet  in  front,  the  enemy  having  disappeared. 

On  the  5th,  nothing  of  importance  occurred,  and,  on  January  6,  I 
moved  my  command  to  its  present  camp,  on  Stone's  River,  3  miles 
south  of  Murfreesborough,  on  the  Shelbyville  pike. 

I  trust  that  the  general  commanding  is  satisfied  with  my  division.  It 
fought  bravely  and  well.  The  loss  of  Houghtaling's  battery  and  one 
section  of  Bush's  battery  was  unavoidable.    All  the  horses  were  sh<?t 
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down  or  disabled,  Captain  Houghtaling  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Talia- 
ferro killed. 

My  division,  alone  and  unbroken,  made  a  gallant  stand  to  protect  the 
right  flank  of  our  army,  being  all  that  remained  of  the  right  wing.  Had 
my  ammunition  held  out,  I  would  not  have  fallen  back,  although  such 
were  my  orders,  if  hard  pressed.  As  it  was,  this  determined  stand  of 
my  troops  gave  time  for  a  rearrangement  of  our  lines. 

The  division  mourns  the  loss  of  Sill,  Schaefer,  and  Roberts.  They 
were  all  instantly  killed,  and  at  the  moment  when  their  gallant  brigades 
were  charging  the  enemy.  They  were  true  soldiers,  prompt  and  brave. 
On  the  death  of  these  officers,  respectively,  Colonel  Greusel,  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois,  took  command  of  Sill's  brigade.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Laiboldt, 
Second  Missouri,  of  Schaefer's,  and  Colonel  Bradley,  Fifty-first  Illinois, 
of  Roberts'  brigade.  These  officers  behaved  gallantly  throughout  the 
day. 

It  is  also  my  sad  duty  to  record  the  death  of  Col.  F.  A.  Harrington, 
of  the  Twenty-seventh  Illinois,  who  fell  heroically  leading  his  regiment 
to  the  charge. 

I  refer  with  pride  to  the  splendid  conduct,  bravery,  and  efficiency  ol 
the  following  regimental  commanders  and  the  officers  and  men  of  their 
respective  commands ; 

Col.  F.  T.  Sherman,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois;  Maj.  F.  Ehrlei,  Second 
Missouri ;  Lieut.  Col.  John  Weber,  Fifteenth  Missouri ;  Capt.  W.  W. 
Barrett,  Forty  fourth  Illinois,  wounded  ;  Maj.  W.  A.  Presson,  Seventy- 
third  Illinois,  wounded;  Maj.  Silas  Miller,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  wounded 
and  a  prisoner ;  Capt.  P.  C.  Olson,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  ;  Maj.  E.  C.  Hib- 
bard.  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin;  Lieut.  Col.  William  B.  McCreery, 
Twenty-first  Michigan;  Lieut.  Col.  N.  H.  Walworth,  Forty-second  Illi- 
nois; Lieut.  Col.  F.  Swan  wick.  Twenty-second  Illinois,  wounded  and  a 
prisoner ;  Capt.  Samuel  Johnson,  Twenty-second  Illinois ;  Maj.  W.  A. 
Schmitt,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois ;  Captain  Wescott,  Fifty-first  Illinois. 

I  respectfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  general  commanding  the  good 
conduct  of  Captain  Hescock,  chief  of  artillery,  whose  services  were  al- 
most invaluable;  also  Captains  Houghtaling  and  Bush,  and  the  officers 
and  men  of  their  batteries. 

Surg.  D.  J.  Griffiths,  medical  director  of  my  division,  and  Dr.  Mc- 
Arthur,  of  the  board  of  medical  examiners  of  Illinois,  were  most  assid- 
uous in  their  care  of  the  wounded. 

Maj.  H.  F.  Deitz,  provost-marshal ;  Captain  Morhardt,  topographical 
engineer ;  Lieut.  George  Lee,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Lieuts. 
R.  M.  Denning,  Frank  H.  Allen,  E.  M.  De  Bruin,  J.  L.  Forman,  and 
[T.  H.]  So  ward,  aides-de-camp,  officers  of  my  staff,  were  of  the  greatest 
service  to  me,  delivering  my  orders  faithfully,  and  promptly  discharg- 
ing the  duties  of  their  respective  positions. 

The  ammunition  train,  above  alluded  to  as  captured,  was  retaken 
from  the  enemy  through  the  good  conduct  of  Captain  Thruston,  ord- 
nance officer  of  the  corps,  and  Lieutenant  Douglass,  ordnance  officer  of 
my  division,  who,  with  Sergeant  Cooper,  of  my  escort,  rallied  the  strag- 
glers and  drove  off  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

The  following  is  the  total  of  casualties  in  the  division :  Officers  killed, 
15;  wounded,  38;  missing,  11;  total  of  officers,  64.  Enlisted  men  killed, 
223 ;  wounded,  943  ;  missing,  400 ;  total  of  enlisted  men,  1,566.  Aggre- 
gate, 1,630.*  Of  the  11  officers  and  400  enhsted  men  missing,  many  are 
known  to  be  wounded  and  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

*  But  see  revised  etatement,  p.  209. 
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Prisoners  were  captured  from  the  enemy  by  my  division  as  follows  : 
1  major,  1  captain,  3  lieutenants,  and  216  enlisted  men.     Total,  221. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Campbell, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.j  Bight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 


No.  51. 


Report  of  Capt.  Henry  Hescock,  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  Chief  of 

A  rtillery. 

Camp  of  Third  Diyiston,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  batteries  of  artillery  of  this  division  in  the  battle  of  Stone^s  River, 
and  the  events  during  the  march  from  Mill  Creek,  December  26,  1862, 
and  after  the  battle,  up  to  January  6,  1863 : 

The  batteries  marched  with  the  several  brigades  on  the  morning  of 
December  26,  in  the  following  order :  Houghtaling^s  battery,  with  Colo- 
nel Roberts'  brigade,  on  the  Nolensville  pike ;  Hescock's  battery,  with 
General  SilPs  brigade,  on  the  road  to  the  left  of  the  pike,  via  Patter- 
son's Mill*,  Bush's  battery,  with  Schaefer's  brigade,  on  the  Nolensville 
pike,  in  reserve.  Nothing  was  done  this  day  by  the  artillery.  Encamped 
about  1  mile  from  Nolensville. 

On  the  27th,  marched  at  dawn  of  day  toward  Triune  ;  formed  line  of 
battle,  with  expectation  of  an  engagement;  the  men  and  horses  suffer- 
ing very  much  on  account  of  the  heavy  rains  for  the  last  few  days,  and 
deep  mud.  Did  not  move  on  the  28th.  Spent  the  day  preparing  the 
batteries  for  battle. 

Marched  on  the  29th  on  the  Bole  Jack  road  toward  IMurfreesborough. 
Saw  but  little  of  the  enemy ;  no  fighting.  Encamped  near  Wilkinson's 
Cross-Roads,  about  7  miles  from  Murfreesborough. 

Marched  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  at  7  a.  m.  Found  the  enemy 
strongly  posted  in  our  front,  about  3  miles  from  Murfreesborough. 

The  batteries,  having  been  assigned  to  brigades  as  follows — Hescock's 
battery  to  Schaefer's  brigade ;  Houghtaling's  battery  to  Colonel  Roberts' 
brigade,  and  Bush's  battery  to  (ieneral  Sill's  brigade — took  post  with 
their  brigades,  Houghtaling's  on  the  right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike ; 
Bush's  on  the  right  of  Houghtaling's ;  Hescock's  on  the  right  and  rear, 
all  supported  by  their  respective  brigades. 

But  little  firing  was  done  duriug  the  foreooon.  In  the  afternoon 
Bush  moved  with  his  battery  to  the  front,  and  opened  on  the  enemy,  at 
short  range.  Hescock  took  the  position  left  by  Bush,  all  three  batteries 
concentrating  their  fire  on  the  point  of  timber  in  front,  shelling  the 
enemy's  battery  and  driving  back  his  skirmishers.  The  casualties  were 
confined  to  Bush's  battery,  he  having  lost  4  enlisted  men  and  several 
horses.  His  battery  was  placed  in  an  exposed  position  and  nobly  did 
their  duty. 

During  the  night,  Bush  moved  his  battery  to  a  more  commanding 
position  ;  the  other  batteries  remained  on  the  hill  facing  the  enemy. 

The  events  of  the  31st  relative. to  the  batteries  of  this  division  are 
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difficult  to  detail,  but  may  be  made  intelligible  to  auy  one  corversant 
with  the  ground  or  taking  any  part  in  the  action.  The  battle  opened 
in  the  division  by  an  attempt  to  capture  Bush's  battery.  It  was  gal- 
lantly defended  by  General  Sill  until  his  brigade  was  completely  turned. 
The  brave  general  fell  dead  between  the  guns.  The  battery  then  fell 
back  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  other  batteries  of  the  division.  In 
the  mean  time  Houghtaling's  and  the  Missouri  batteries  were  firing  into 
the  enemy's  ranks  and  batteries  that  were  engaging  General  Sill  and 
General  Davis,  and  continued  to  do  fearful  execution  among  them  until 
the  enemy,  who  were  pursuing  General  Johnson's  surprised  and  defeated 
division,  gained  the  rear  of  the  division,  when  all  the  batteries  moved 
to  the  front  to  the  position  just  held  by  the  enemy,  and  from  which  the 
division  had  driven  him. 

Hough taling  advanced  first  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the 
pike  (south  side),  Jnst  in  the  edge  of  the  timber,  supported  by  Colonel 
Roberts'  brigade,  where  he  remained  until  his  last  horse  was  killed  or 
wounded,  and  his  last  round  of  ammunition  was  expended,  and  the 
enemy  demanding  his  men  to  surrender.  He  was  forced  to  abandon  his 
battery,  after  a  gallant  fight  for  a  most  important  position.  His  loss 
will  be  found  in  his  statement,  already  submitted  to  you. 

Bush  took  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  pike,  doing  his  duty 
bravely ;  the  Missouri  battery  also  on  that  side  of  the  pike.    These  two 
batteries  were  exposed  to  a  fire  of  artillery  from  their  front  and  rear 
and  of  sharpshooters  on  their  flank. 

Captain  Bush  re-enforced  Captain  Houghtaling  with  one  section  o^ 
his  battery,  under  First  Lieut.  D.  Flansburg.  Captain  Hescock  alsc 
sent  his  Parrott  section,  under  First  Lieut.  R.  C.  M.  Taliaferro.  Lieu- 
tenant Taliaferro  fell  dead,  fighting  bravely  to  save  his  guns,  being  shot 
through  the  head.  The  two  batteries  on  the  north  side  of  the  pike  en- 
gaged the  enemy  in  front  and  rear  until  their  ammunition  was  expended, 
when  they  retired  through  the  cedar  woods  with  the  division.  Captain 
Bush  was  compelled  to  abandon  two  of  his  guns  in  the  dense  cedar  trees, 
for  the  lack  of  horses,  the  enemy  charginj^  his  cannoneers.  After  gain- 
ing the  open  ground  three  guns  of  the  Missouri  battery  were  brought 
into  action  and  fired  on  the  enemy  what  little  ammunition  remained, 
until  ordered  to  retire  and  replenish.  Thus  ended  the  operations  of  the 
31st. 

The  batteries  took  a  position,  by  order  of  General  Sheridan,  with  the 
division  on  the  south  of  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike,  about 
3  a.  m.,  January  1, 1863,  where  they  remained  until  January  6,  1863, 
nothing  of  note  occurring,  except  on  the  1st,  when  a  brigade  of  the 
enemy  appeared  in  our  front  and  was  handsomely  repulsed  in  five 
minutes,  leaving  40  of  his  dead. 

The  loss  of  guns,  &c.,  in  the  division,  I  believe  to  be  unavoidable,  and 
necessary  to  the  successful  resistance  of  the  enemy's  attack,  which  was 
made  in  heavy  masses;  and  1  do  not  think  the  officers  can  be  blamed, 
as  they  could  not  do  otherwise  without  most  disastrous  results  to  the 
army. 

The  loss  of  the  batteries  was  severe,  but  they  are  in  good  discipline 
and  ready  for  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

H.  HESCOCK, 
Captain  First  Missouri  Artillery^  Chief  of  Artillery^  Third  Div. 

Lieut.  George  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Third  Division, 

23  R  E — ^VOL  XX,  PT  I 
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No.  62. 

Report  of  Capt.   Oharles  Houghtaling^  Battery  0,  First  Illinois  Light 

Artillery. 

Battle-field,  near  Mubfeeesborough, 

January  6,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  my  company  took  in  the  action  on  the  30th  and  31st  ultimo : 

As  but  little  was  done  on  the  30th,  I  will  pass  over  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  according  to  orders,  we  fell  back  toward 
the  left,  or  rather  changed  front  to  the  west,  and  my  battery  was  placed 
in  a  belt  of  thick  timber  south  of  the  pike,  and  was  soon  hotly  engaged 
with  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  cut  us  up  severely.  While  the  battle 
was  raging,  I  called  upon  you  for  re-enforcements,  which  were  promptly 
furnished.  Being  still  unable  to  silence  the  rebel  guns,  and  another 
battery  being  opened  on  me  from  the  left,  and  being  flanked  by  rebel 
infantry,  I  informed  Colonel  Roberts  that  unless  I  moved  from  that 
position  I  should  lose  my  battery,  as  my  horses  were  falling  at  every 
volley,  and  my  men  nearly  half  killed  and  wounded.  He  informed  me 
a  few  minutes  afterward  that  General  Sheridan's  orders  were  to  hold 
that  position  at  all  hazards,  and  I  did  so  until  my  ammunition  was 
nearly  expended,  when  I  was  ordered  to  change  tront  and  fire  to  the 
left,  falling  back  across  the  pike,  which  I  did,  and  three  of  the  guns, 
being  out  of  ammunition,  were  sent  to  the  rear,  while  the  others  took  a 
position  and  used  the  last  round  of  canister  on  the  enemy.  Here  the 
remainder  of  my  horses  were  killed,  and  being  flanked  both  on  the  right 
and  left,  and  no  possible  chance  to  get  the  guns  off  by  hand  through  the 
heavy  cedar  timber  in  the  rear,  I  was  forced  to  abandon  them.  All 
was  done  that  could  be,  under  the  circumstances,  to  save  them.  Thus 
closed  the  part  my  company,  as  a  company,  took  in  the  engagement. 
Lieutenant  Wright,  with  some  of  the  boys,  joined  your  battery ;  Lieu- 
tenant Van  Dyke  and  some  more  fell  in  with  and  joined  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Pennsylvania  Battery,  Lieutenant  Stevens  commanding  j  some 
found  the  Board  of  Trade  Battery,  and  others  took  muskets  and  fell 
into  the  ranks  as  infantry. 

All,  I  believe,  did  their  duty  in  their  various  positions,  and  all  be- 
haved with  great  coolness  and  gallantry  while  under  my  command. 

Loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, .*    Total  number  horses 

lost,  95. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  HOUGHTALING, 
Captain,  Gomdg.  Company  C,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery. 

Captain  Hescock, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  3d  Div.,  Bight  Wing,  lHhArmy  Corps* 


No.  58. 

Report  of  Capt.  Asahel  K.  Bush,  Fourth  Indiana  Battery, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 

*'  See  p.  209. 
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taken  by  my  command  in  front  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenii.,  from  and 
iDcluding  December  30,  1862,  to  the  morning  of  January  4,  1863 : 

On  the  morning  of  December  30, 1862,  moved  near  the  enemy's  lines, 
and,  by  order  of  General  Sheridan,  opened  fire  on  a  rebel  battery  at 
1,500  yards  range,  and  drove  it  under  cover.  About  1  p.  m.  was  moved 
across  open  fields  near  the  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy.  A  rebel  bat- 
tery opened  on  us  from  the  woods  at  about  600  yards  range,  when  Gen- 
eral Sill  ordered  us  in  position  in  the  woods  fronting  them,  aud  ordered 
me  to  "  Silence  that  battery,"  which  we  did  after  a  sharp  contest  of  about 
two  hours,  at  450  yards  range.  We  killed  about  half  their  horses,  com- 
pletely ilisabled  one  gun-carriage,  killed  1  of  their  lieutenants  and  12 
men,  wounded  several  others,  and  killed  and  wounded  several  of  their 
infantry  support,  which  lay  near. 

My  loss  in  the  contest  was  1  sergeant  and  3  privates  killed,  3  privates 
wounded,  5  horses  killed,  two  gun-carriage  wheels  disabled,  and  two 
limber-chests  damaged. 

After  dark,  by  command  of  General  Sill,  took  position  about  300  yards 
to  the  right,  in  open  ground,  where  we  remained  until  the  next  morning 
(December  31),  and  about  daylight  were  attacked  by  the  enemy.  We  re- 
plied with  canister  at  short  range  until  General  Sheridan's  division  was 
completely  flanked,  by  General  Davis'  division  retreating,  and  obliged 
to  retire.  We  fixed  prolonges  and  retired  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  firing 
canister. 

Made  another  short  stand  at  the  first  position  of  December  30,  and 
fired  canister  from  my  howitzer  and  6  pounder  smooth-bores  into  the 
enemy  in  front,  and  with  my  rifles  drove  two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  from 
position,  which  were  firing  on  General  Davis'  retreating  lines ;  lost  one 
caisson  in  reaching  this  position,  every  horse  on  it  being  shot  down  by 
the  enemy's  musketry.  Here  the  under  straps  of  one  of  my.  smooth- 
bore 6- pounders  were  broken  by  firing  double  charges  of  canister,  and 
I  sent  the  piece  to  the  rear. 

From  the  above  position  I  retired  and  took  position  about  800  yards 
to  the  left,  adjoining  General  Negley's  division,  near  which  point  I  re- 
mained until  my  ammunition  was  expended  j  then  retii  ed  to  the  left.  In 
crossing  a  dense  cedar  woods,  near  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  the  in- 
fantry were  driven  rapidly  past  us,  and  my  two  rear  pieces  (one  James 
6-pounder  and  one  6-pounder  smooth  bore)  were  captured  by  the  enemy, 
after  killing  all  the  horses  on  them,  except  one  wheel-horse  on  one,  and 
one  wheel  and  two  swing  horses  on  the  other,  and  the  latter  piece  fast 
among  the  trees  and  the  enemy  within  40  yards  of  them.  On  reaching 
the  pike,  1  moved  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  and  got  a  supply  of  ammu- 
nition, and  reported  myself  to  the  front  with  three  pieces  for  duty.  By 
order  of  General  Kosecrans,  we  went  into  park  in  front  and  on  the  left 
of  the  pike. 

The  next  morning  General  Sheridan  put  us  in  position,  where  we 
remained  until  Sunday  morning  without  further  casualties. 

On  Saturday,  January  3, 1  got  the  piece  repaired  and  in  position,  which 
was  disabled  December  31. 

Some  field  officer,  on  December  31,  forced  my  forge  into  the  train  which 
started  for  Nashville,  and  it  was  captured  and  burned. 

During  the  above  engagement  my  officers  behaved  nobly.  1  can 
scarcely  mention  one  in  particular  without  doing  injustice  to  the  rest. 
I  must,  however,  mention  First  Sergt.  Willis  H.  Pettit,  whose  services 
in  keeping  my  guns  supplied  with  ammunition  and  various  other  duties 
were  invaluable.  Joseph  E.  De  Wolf,  clerk  and  private  orderly,  as 
usual,  showed  a  clear  head  and  unsurpassed  courage,  and  was  always 
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found  where  the  fight  was  thickest;  ready  to  carry  orders,  assist  in 
taking  out  and  putting  in  horses,  &c.  I  must  also  give  great  credit  to 
Private  Frank  Williams,  who,  with  great  courage  and  skill,  saved  my 
five  remaining  caissons,  which  were  at  one  time  cut  off  and  in  the  rebel 
lines. 
My  loss  o'  men  was  6  killed,  17  wounded,  2  paroled,  and  1  missing. 
I  rem  ain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  BUSH, 
Captain^  Commanding  Fourth  Indiana  Battery. 
Captain  Hescock, 

Chief  of  Artillery^  General  Slieridanh  Division. 


No.  54. 


Report  of  Col.  Nicholas  Greusel,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  command- 
ing First  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Right  Wing, 

Camp  on  Stone^s  River^  Tenn.^  January  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  Not  being  in  command  of  the  brigade  until  General  SilPs  death, 
Wednesday  morning,  December  31,  1862,  I  am  unable  to  give  a  very 
correct  report  of  its  operations  previous  to  that  time,  but  have  suc- 
ceeded, from  what  I  observed  myself  and  by  reports  of  other  regimental 
commanders,  in  getting  very  near,  if  not  quite,  a  correct  report  of  the 
movements  of  the  brigade. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Sill,  the  brigade  was  under  arms 
from  4  a.  m.  Tuesday,  December  30,  till  8  o'clock,  on  the  Wilkinson 
pike,  about  5  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  and  at  9  o'clock  we  moved 
forward,  this  brigade  being  the  center  of  the  division.  Skirmishers 
were  deployed  and  soon  were  engaged  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 

When  within  about  2  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  the  brigade  was 
ordered  by  General  Sill  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  formed  the  first 
line  of  battle  on  the  edge  of  the  timber,  in  the  following  order:  The 
Thirty-sixth  Illinois  on  the  right,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois  on  the  left, 
Bush's  Fourth  Indiana  Battery  in  the  center,  the  Twenty-first  Michigan 
supporting  the  Eighty-eighth  Illinois,  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin 
supporting  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois. 

Sharp  skirmishing  was  kept  up  until  3  p.  m.,  when  General  Sill  or- 
dered an  advance,  and  the  brigade  moved  forward  (changing  front  to 
the  left),  the  regiments  keeping  their  relative  positions  across  a  corn- 
field, and  the  battery  was  advanced  into  the  woods  beyond,  supported 
by  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  and  five  companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin.  Soon  after  the  advance  into  the  woods,  a  battery  of  the 
enemy  opened  on  us  from  the  low  ground  across  a  cotton  field,  and  in 
the  edge  of  a  strip  of  timber,  scarce  500  yards  distant,  and  then  ensued 
a  terrific  artillery  duel  between  our  battery  and  the  enemy's,  which 
finally  resulted  in  their  battery  being  silenced  and  withdrawn.  It  now 
being  near  dark,  our  battery  was  moved  to  the  rear,  just  out  of  the 
woods,  and  the  brigade  formed  in  nearly  the  same  relative  positions  as 
at  first,  and  lay  upon  their  arms  all  night,  with  strong  lines  of  skir- 
mishers out  as  pickets. 

Soon  after  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  enemy  advanced 
out  of  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  cotton -field  (referred  to 
before)  in  gre  it  force  immediately  on  our  front,  but  were  met  by  such  a 
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fire  from  our  artillery  and  infantry  that  they  were  finally  repulsed  and 
driven  back  with  great  loss  across  the  cotton-field. 

About  this  time,  7  a.  m.,  while  directing  the  movements  of  the  brigade, 
our  brave  General  Sill  was  struck  in  the  face  by  a  musket  ball  and 
instantly  killed.  I  then  received  your  order  to  take  command  of  the 
brigade.  The  enemy  having  turned  our  right,  and  again  advancing  in 
foice,  r  moved  to  the  rear  with  the  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin  and  Eighty- 
eighth  Illinois,  and  across  the  road,  where  I  formed  on  the  left  of  the 
Eighty-first  Indiana,  Woodruff  ^s  brigade,  leaving  the  Twenty -first 
Michigan  to  support  Hescock's  battery,  where  they  were  assailed  by 
great  numbers  of  the  enemy,  but  held  their  ground  until  the  battery 
was  moved,  when  they  retired  in  good  order,  losing  heavily  in  killed 
and  wounded.  (See  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McOreery.)  Having 
expended  all  the  ammunition  of  the  two  regiments  with  me,  I  retired  to 
and  got  a  supply  from  the  train  of  General  Rousseau,  ours  having  been 
cut  off. 

I  then  reformed  my  line  on  the  east  of  the  railroad,  and  moved  for- 
ward to  the  Murfreesborough  pike.  Here  I  received  orders  from  General 
McCook  to  move  to  the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  to  support  the  cavalry, 
who  were  threatened  by  the  rebel  cavalry,  and  in  some  danger  of  being 
flanked.  I  formed  and  supported  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery  and  re- 
mained in  this  position  until  dark,  after  which  1  retired  the  Eighty- 
eighth  Illinois  to  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and  detailed  the  Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin  for  picket  duty,  Colonel  Kennett  supporting  my  pickets  with 
his  cavalry. 

At  2  a.  m.,  January  1, 1  received  your  order  to  move  the  brigade  to  the 
vicinity  of  your  headquarters,  when,  in  accordance  with  your  orders, 
I  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  Colpnel  Laiboldt's  brigade  in  the 
following  order :  The  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  on  the  right,  Fourth  Indiana 
Battery,  Eighty-eighth  Illinois,  and  Twenty  fourth  Wisconsin  on  the 
left,  the  Twenty-first  Michigan  being  for  the  time  joined  to  the  Third 
Brigade,  Colonel  Bradley  commanding,  where  we  lay  during  the  1st, 
2d,  and  part  of  the  3d  of  January,  1863,  inactive,  with  the  exception  of 
being  ordered  to  form  double  column  on  Friday,  January  2,  to  support 
the  left  wing  (then  heavily  engaged  with  the  enemy),  if  necessary,  but 
were  not  needed. 

Saturday,  January  3,  we  moved,  by  your  order,  the  whole  brigade 
(the  Twenty-first  Michigan  having  joined)  to  the  position  before  held 
by  General  Davis'  division,  to  the  right  and  front  of  our  former  position, 
where  we  remained  inactive  until  Tuesday,  January  6,  when  we  moved 
to  our  present  camp,  south  of  Murfreesborough. 

I  am  unable  to  give  sufficient  praise  to  the  officers  commanding  the 
different  regiments  in  the  brigade ;  all  have  done  their  duty;  but  I  must 
say  that,  in  regard  to  Major  Miller,  Captain  Olson,  and  Adjutant  Bid- 
dulph,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois;  Colonel  Sherman  and  Major  Chand- 
ler, of  the  Eighty  eighth  Illinois;  Lieutenant-Colonel  McCreery  and 
Adjt.  M.  B.  Wells,  of  the  Twenty-first  Michigan ;  Major  Hibbard  and 
Adjutant  MacArthur,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin,  they  behaved 
with  great  coolness  and  presence  of  mind,  ever  ready  to  obey  my  com- 
mand. Of  my  staff',  I  would  especially  notice  Lieut.  J.  B.  Watkins, 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Lieut.  J.  L.  Mitchell,  aide-de-camp ; 
Lieut.  N.  S.  Bouton,  brigade  quartermaster,  who  was  very  active  in 
procuring  ammunition,  and  Quartermaster  Sergt.  Frederick  Colburn, 
Thirty-third  Ohio,  acting  as  volunteer  aide  to  General  Sill,  and  after 
his  death  in  the  same  capacity  to  me,  and  who  showed  great  coolness 
and  activity  in  carrying  orders  during  the  thickest  of  the  fight.    Brigade 
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Surg.  D.  W.  Young  deserves  especial  notice  for  his  untiring  efforts  to 
care  for  the  wounded. 

In  General  Sill  we  all  feel  that  we  have  lost  an  able  commander  and 
a  kind  friend ;  though  but  a  short  time  with  us,  he  had  endeart^d  him- 
self to  the  whole  command  by  his  quiet,  unassuming  disposition,  com- 
bining gentleness  with  strict  discipline,  courageous  in  action  almost  to 
a  fault.  We  all  feel  that  the  brigade  and  the  service  have  lost  an  officer 
hard  to  be  replaced. 

I  inclose  with  this  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  different 
regiments  ;  also  a  complete  list  of  casualties,  the  aggregate  of  which  is 
as  follows  :  Killed,  102 ;  wounded,  369  ;  missing,  200.     Total,  671.* 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfullv, 

N.  GREUSEL, 
Colonely  Commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Lieut.  George  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division, 


Ko.  55. 

Report  of  Capt.  Porter  C.  Olson,  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

January  9,  1863. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Regiment,  Col.  N.  Greusel  commanding,  was 
called  into  line  at  4  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  December  30,  1862, 
and  stood  under  arms  until  daylight,  to  the  left  of  the  Wilkinson  pike, 
our  right  resting  upon  it,  and  5  miles  from  Murfreesborough.  At  9  a. 
m.  we  moved  forward  to  Murfreesborough ;  two  companies  were  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  to  the  right  of  the  road,  and  were  soon  engaged 
with  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  When  2  miles  from  Murfreesborough  the 
regiment  was  deployed  in  the  corn-field  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  two 
companies  were  deployed  forward  as  skirmishers,  as  ordered  by  General 
Sill.  The  regiment  lay  in  line  in  this  field  until  2  p.  m.,  at  which  time 
the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  advance.  The  skirmishers  kept  up  a 
sharp  fight,  the  enemy's  line  retreating  and  ours  advancing.  We  drove 
the  enemy  through  the  timber  and  across  the  cotton- field,  a  low,  narrow 
strip  stretching  to  the  right  into  the  timber.  A  rebel  battery,  directly 
in  front  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  directed  a  heavy  fire  on  us.  Our  skirmish- 
ers advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  near  the  cotton-field,  and  here  kept 
up  a  well-directed  fire.  We  were  ordered  to  support  Captain  Bush's 
battery,  which  was  brought  into  position  in  the  point  of  timber  where 
our  right  rested,  and  opened  fire  with  terrible  effect  upon  the  enemy. 
We  remained  as  a  support  until  nearly  dark,  when  Captain  Bush  went 
to  the  rear,  the  enemy's  battery,  or,  rather,  its  disabled  fragments,  having 
been  dragged  from  the  field.  In  this  day's  engagement  the  regiment 
lost  3  killed  and  15  wounded ;  total,  18.  We  occupied  the  hill  during 
the  night,  and  our  skirmishers  were  in  line  at  the  edge  of  the  cotton- 
field. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31 ,  soon  after  daylight,  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced in  strong  force  from  the  timber  from  beyond  the  cotton-field  op- 
posite our  right.     They  came  diagonally  across  the  field.     Upon  reaching 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  209. 
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the  foot  of  the  hill,  they  made  a  left  half- wheel  and  came  up  directly 
in  front  of  us.  When  the  enemy  had  advanced  up  the  hill  sufficiently 
to  be  in  sight,  Colonel  Greusel  ordered  the  regiment  to  fire,  which  was 
promptly  obeyed.  We  engaged  the  enemy  at  short  range,  the  lines  be- 
ing not  over  10  rods  apart.  After  a  few  rounds,  the  regiment  support- 
ing us  on  our  right  gave  way.  In  this  manner  we  fought  for  nearly  half 
an  hour,  when  Colonel  Greusel  ordered  the  regiment  to  charge.  The 
enemy  fled  in  great  confusion  across  the  cotton-field  into  the  woods  op- 
posite our  left,  leaving  many  of  their  dead  and  wounded  upon  the  field. 
We  poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  them  as  they  retreated  until  they 
were  beyond  range. 

The  Thirty-sixth  again  took  position  upon  the  hill,  and  the  support 
of  our  right  came  forward.  At  this  time  General  Sill  was  killed,  and 
Colonel  Greusel  took  command  of  the  brigade.  A  fresh  brigade  of  the 
enemy  advanced  from  the  direction  that  the  first  had  come,  and  in  splen- 
did order.  We  opened  fire  on  them  with  terrific  effect.  Again  the  regi- 
ment on  our  right  gave  way,  and  we  were  again  left  without  support. 
In  this  condition  we  fought  until  our  ammunition  was  exhausted,  and 
until  the  enemy  had  entirely  flanked  us  on  our  right.  At  this  juncture 
Major  Miller  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall  back.  While  retreating.  Major 
Miller  was  wounded,  and  the  command  devolved  upon  me.  We  moved 
back  of  the  corn-field  to  the  edge  of  the  timber,  a  hundred  rods  to  the 
right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike  and  2  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  at  8  a.  m. 
Here  I  met  General  Sheridan,  and  reported  to  him  that  the  regiment 
was  out  of  ammunition,  and  that  I  would  be  ready  for  action  as  soon 
as  I  could  obtain  it.  We  had  suffered  severely  in  resisting  the  attack 
of  superior  numbers.  I  had  now  only  140  men.  The  regiment  fought 
with  great  obstinacy,  and  much  is  due  to  Col.  N.  Greusel  for  his  bravery 
in  conducting  the  regiment  before  being  called  away. 

Adjutant  Biddulph  went  to  find  the  ammunition  wagon,  but  did  not 
succeed.  I  then  informed  Quartermaster  Bouton  that  I  needed  car- 
tridges, but  he  failed  to  find  any  except  size  .58,  the  caliber  of  most  of 
the  arms  being  .69.  I  was  now  ordered  by  Major-General  McCook  to 
fall  back  to  the  rear  of  General  Crittenden's  corps.  I  arrived  there 
about  10  a.  m.  I  hei?e  obtained  ammunition,  and  dispatched  the  adju- 
tant to  report  to  Colonel  Greusel  the  condition  and  whereabouts  of  the 
regiment.  He  returned  without  seeing  the  colonel.  Lieutenant  Wat- 
kins  soon  rode  up,  and  volunteered  to  take  a  message  to  Colonel  Greusel 
or  General  Sheridan.  He  also  returned  without  finding  either  officer. 
I  now  went  in  search  of  General  Sheridan  myself;  found  him  at  12 
o'clock;  reported  to  him  the  regiment  (what  there  was  left  of  it)  ready 
to  move  to  the  front.  He  ordered  that  I  should  hold  the  regiment  in 
readiness  and  await  his  orders. 

At  2  p.  m.  I  received  orders  from  General  Sheridan  to  advance  to  the 
front,  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  connect  my  command  temporarily 
with  Colonel  Laiboldt's  brigade.  We  were  here  subject  to  a  very  heavy 
artillery  fire.  A  12-pounder  shell  struck  in  the  right  of  the  regiment 
and  killed  Lieut.  Soreu  L.  Olson  (a  brave  and  faithful  officer,  command- 
ing Company  F)  and  Corporal  Riggs,  and  wounded  3  others.  At  dark 
we  were  moved  by  Lieutenant  Denning  one-quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  rear, 
where  we  remained  for  the  night. 

At  3  a.  m.  January  1, 1863,  by  order  of  General  Sheridan,  we  marched 
back  to  his  headquarters,  on  the  Nashville  pike,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile, 
where,  at  daylight,  I  reported  to  Colonel  Greusel.  As  ordered  by  him, 
we  took  position  to  the  right  of  Captain  Bush's  battery,  fronting  west. 
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We  built  a  barricade  of  logs  and  stone,  and  remained  through  the  day 
ready  to  receive  the  enemy,  but  no  attack  was  made. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  regiment  was  in  line  at  4  o'clock ;  stood 
under  arms  until  daylight.  We  remained  ready  for  action  during  the 
day  until  4  p.  m.,  when,  by  order  of  Colonel  Greusel,  we  moved  to  the 
right,  on  the  line  formerly  occupied  by  General  Davis.  During  the  night 
considerable  skirmishing  occurred  on  our  front. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant,  the  regiment  stood  under  arms  from 
4  o'clock  until  daylight.  At  8  a.  m.,  by  order  of  Colonel  Greusel,  we 
changed  position  to  the  right,  and  somewhat  to  the  rear,  letting  our 
right  rest  upon  the  Nashville  pike. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  we  were  under  arms  at  4  o'clock  5  no  fighting 
occurred  on  our  part  of  the  line  during  the  day. 

In  the  action  throughout,  the  regiment  behaved  in  the  most  gallant 
manner.  The  ofi&cers,  with  only  a  single  exception,  distinguished  them- 
selves for  bravery  and  coolness ;  the  men,  with  unflinching  courage,  were 
always  ready,  and  met  the  enemy  with  a  determination  to  conquer.  I 
tender  my  thanks  to  Adjutant  Biddulph  for  the  gallant  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  assisted  me,  and  also  to  the  other  officers  for  their 
gallant  action  throughout  the  stormy  conflict,  which  resulted  in  victory. 

I  append  to  this  report  a  list  of  casualties.* 

PORTER  C.  OLSON, 
Captain,  Commanding  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Lieut.  J.  B.  Watkins, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Report  of  Col,  Francis  T,  Sherman,  Eighty  eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry, 

Camp  on  Stone's  River,  Tenn,,  January  7,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  report  to  you  of  my  regiment 
during  the  recent  battle  of  Stone's  River,  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

On  the  morning  of  December  30,  at  7  o'clock,  by  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  Sill,  then  commanding  your  brigade,  I  marched  my  regiment 
on  the  pike  toward  the  town  of  Murfreesborough.  At  9  a.  m.  we  were 
ordered  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  where  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  was 
being  had.  We  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  Houghtaling's  and 
Hescock's  batteries,  and  threw  out  the  two  flank  companies  as  skirmish- 
ers, with  Companies  F  and  G  as  reserves. 

We  skirmished  moderately  with  the  enemy  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when 
an  advance  was  made,  and  I  took  position  with  the  regiment  in  a  cot- 
ton-field on  a  ridge,  just  in  rear  of  a  strip  of  bottom  land,  with  my  skir- 
mishers a  short  distance  in  advance.  During  the  remainder  of  the  day 
skirmishing  was  brisk,  and  Capt.  G.  W.  Smith,  of  Company  A,  while 
bravely  directing  his  company  as  skirmishers,  was  wounded  in  the  leg 
and  obliged  to  leave  the  field.  Mght  having  set  in,  we  were  ordered 
to  remain  on  the  field  all  night  and  keep  our  skirmishers  out  as  pickets. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  men  were  in  line  of  battle  at  day- 
break, and  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  began  soon  after.  About  7 
o^clock  they  made  an  advance  across  the  bottom,  one  brigade  charging 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  209. 
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directly  upon  my  regiment.  I  ordered  the  men  to  hold  their  fire  until 
the  enemy  were  within  short  musket  range,  when,  the  skirmishers  hav- 
ing nearly  all  rallied  on  the  battalion,  I  ordered  them  to  rise  up  and  fire, 
which  they  did  with  a  coolness  and  daring  worthy  of  veteran  soldiers, 
and  which  checked  the  enemy  in  his  advance  and  drove  him  back  into 
the  timber.  We  held  our  position  until  forced  to  retire  by  the  enemy 
advancing  in  overwhelming  numbers  from  the  timber  to  our  right. 

Our  retirement  was  made  in  good  order,  but  with  great  loss  of  men. 
We  reformed  our  line,  when  I  was  informed  that  General  Sill  was  killed, 
and  that  you  were  in  command  of  the  brigade. 

The  enemy  having  broken  our  right,  I  retreated,  under  your  direc- 
tions, across  the  Wilkinson  pike  into  the  cedars,  where  we  again  made 
a  stand  and  held  our  position,  checking  the  enemy^s  advance,  until 
ordered  to  retire. 

About  noon  we  went  out  on  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike, 
to  support  the  cavalry  in  resisting  the  attacks  of  the  enemy  on  our 
trains.     We  encamped  at  night  on  a  hill  just  beyond  OveralFs  Creek. 

At  4  o^clock  the  next  morning  (January  1,  1863)  we  marched  back  to 
the  battle-field,  and  took  position  on  the  right,  where  we  lay  in  line  of 
battle  all  this  and  the  two  following  days,  anticipating  an  attack  from 
the  enemy,  but  which  was  not  made. 

During  the  engagement  I  was  ably  assisted  by  all  my  officers  present. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Chadbourne  and  Lieutenant  Ballard,  adjutant,  being 
absent,  sick.  Major  Chandler  was  the  only  field  assistance  I  had,  and  I 
take  special  pleasure  in  mentioning  Major  Chandler,  whose  conduct 
throughout  the  conflict  was  characterized  by  calmness  and  the  most 
determined  bravery.  His  services  were  invaluable  to  the  regiment,  as 
his  gallant  example  infused  itself  into  the  spirits  of  the  men,  making 
them  cool  and  steady  when  obliged  to  retire  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 
Although  wounded,  and  having  his  horse  shot  under  him,  he  remained 
steadily  at  his  post  until  the  close  of  the  battle. 

It  gratifies  me  to  be  able  to  make  honorable  mention  of  the  officers 
commanding  companies,  viz:  First  Lieut.  George  Chandler,  Company 
A ;  Capt.  W.  A.  Whiting,  Company  B  ;  Capt.  George  A.  Sheridan, 
Company  C  ;  Capt.  John  A.  Bross,  Company  D ;  Capt.  Levi  P.  Holden, 
Company  E ;  First  Lieut.  James  A.  S.  Hanford,  Company  F  ;  Second 
Lieut.  Dean  R.  Chester,  Company  G ;  First  Lieut.  Charles  T.  Boal,  Com- 
pany H;  Capt.  J.  J.  Spalding,  Company  I,  and  Capt.  D.  E.  Barnard,  Com- 
pany K,  all  of  whom  remained  steady  under  fire,  always  at  their  posts 
urging  their  men  on  in  repelling  the  enemy.  The  lieutenants  assisting 
were  cool  and  brave,  and  worthy  of  the  offices  they  filled.  The  conduct 
of  my  sergeant-major,  N.  P.  Jackson,  was  worthy  of  a  soldier,  being  cool 
and  brave,  ever  ready  to  carry  out  my  orders,  though  bullets  were  flying 
thick  around  him. 

During  the  engagement  on  the  31st,  while  at  his  post,  Lieut.  Thomas 
F.  W.  GuUich,  of  Company  C,  fell,  shot  through  the  head.  In  his  death 
his  company  and  counstry  have  lost  a  faithful  officer  and  a  gallant  soldier. 

Herewith  you  will  find  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of 
my  regiment.* 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

F.  T.  sherma:n^, 

Colonel^  Comdg.  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers, 
CoL  Nicholas  Greusel, 

Comdg,  First  Brigade^  Third  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  209. 
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No.  67. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col,  William  B.  McCreery,    Twenty -Ji/rst  Michigara  In 

fantry, 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-first  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry, 

Cam'p  on  Stone's  River,  January  7,  1863. 

Lieutenant  :  T  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  following  as  the 
action  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  recent  engagement  before  Murfrees- 
borough : 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo  we  took  position  on  the  hill,  be- 
tween Captains  Hescock's  and  Houghtaling's  batteries,  to  act  as  a  sup- 
port to  the  Eighty-eighth  Illinois,  Colonel  Sherman,  who  had  previously 
taken  position  a  few  rods  in  front.  About  3  p.  m.  we  were  moved  for- 
ward into  the  cotton-field,  still  retaining  the  same  relative  position  to 
the  Eighty-eighth.  We  remained  here  until  after  dark,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  move  to  a  grass-plot  a  few  rods  to  our  right,  where  we  re- 
mained during  the  night. 

Before  daylight  we  were  ordered  to  occupy  the  same  ground  we  had 
occupied  the  evening  previous.  Soon  after  daybreak  an  attack  was 
made  in  force  by  the  enemy  upon  our  front  and  to  our  right.  After  a 
fierce  contest,  the  forces  on  our  front  and  right  retired.  At  this  time 
the  enemy  were  delivering  a  murderous  fire  upon  our  front  and  right 
fiank.  After  delivering  our  fire,  and  observing  him  closing  in  in  heavy 
force  upon  us,  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall  back.  Owing  to  a  barn 
and  out  buildings  which  we  were  compelled  to  pass,  the  regiment  was 
for  the  time  being  thrown  into  some  confusion ;  but  it  was  with  much 
difficulty  that  I  could  compel  the  men  to  leave  the  cover  they  had  taken 
behind  the  fences  and  buildings,  where  they  were  delivering  a  well- 
directed  fire. 

We  immediately  formed  upon  the  right  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Illinois, 
and  were  ordered  to  move  a  few  rods  to  the  rear  and  left,  and  were  then 
ordered  to  support  Hescock's  battery  until  further  orders,  it  having 
taken  position  a  little  to  our  left.  The  battery  soon  changed  position 
to  a  point  of  woods,  where  we  followed,  in  support.  It  was  immediately 
engaged,  and  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy^s  infantry  made  their  appear- 
ance on  our  front  and  left. 

As  soon  as  they  had  advanced  to  within  short  musket  range,  I  opened 
a  telling  tire  upon  them,  which  was  continued  until  the  battery  had  re- 
tired, when  we  fought  our  way  back  to  the  woods  in  good  order.  We 
again  took  position  in  the  woods,  but,  receiving  a  heavy  fire  on  our  front 
and  flank,  we  were  obliged  to  fall  back.  We  made  another  stand  far- 
ther back  in  the  woods,  and  fought  our  way  back  to  the  clearing ;  after 
which  I  fell  back  beyond  the  railroad,  where  we  remained  until  along 
toward  evening,  when  we  joined  the  brigade  near  Overall's  Creek. 

The  next  morning  we  were  ordered  to  recrpss  the  creek,  and  took 
position  on  the  right  of  the  pike  and  to  the  left  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Wisconsin,  in  support  of  Colonel  Bradley's  brigade,  where  we  remained 
without  action  until  the  next  morning,  when  we  moved  to  the  right, 
occupying  the  ground  previously  held  by  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois,  in 
which  place  we  remained  until  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  for  this 
place. 

Both  officers  and  men,  with  few  exceptions,  behaved  with  coolness 
and  bravery.  I  am  indebted  to  Major  Hunting  and  Adjt.  M.  B.  Wells 
for  valuable  assistance,  especially  the  latter,  whom  I  recommend  to  your 
favorable  notice. 
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The  list  of  casualties  is  as  follows : 

Officers  wounded 7 

Enlisted  men  killed 18 

Enlisted  men  wounded 82 

Enlisted  men  missing 36 

Total ', 143 

Very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  B.  McOEEEBT, 
Lieutenant' Colonel^  Comdg.  Twenty-first  Michigan  Infantry. 

Lieut.  J.  B.  Watkins, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 


No.  58. 

Report  of  Maj.  Elisha  C.  JSibhard,  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin  Infantry  Yols., 

Camp  on  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers  in  the 
late  engagements  resultiDg  in  the  taking  of  Murfreesborough,  viz : 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  December  30,  1862,  I  marched  the  regi- 
ment from  camp,  right  in  front,  following  in  rear  of  Bush's  battery,  with 
two  companies  deployed  as  flankers,  according  to  orders  from  General 
Sill.  About  an  hour's  march  from  camp,  and  while  firing  was  going 
on  in  front,  I  received  an  order  to  add  one  company  to  the  flankers,  and 
move  them  out  farther  from  the  column,  which  order  was  carried  out. 
Soon  after,  1  received  an  order  from  General  Sill  to  move  my  regiment 
forward,  and  form  line  200  paces  in  rear  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois. 
These  dispositions  having  been  made,  an  order  was  received  to  have 
the  men  lie  down.  I  remained  in  this  position,  just  in  the  edge  of  the 
woods  on  the  left  of  a  white  house  (afterward  used  as  a  hospital),  and 
on  the  right  of  Bush's  battery. 

I  remained  there  until  ordered  to  advance  by  General  Sill,  keeping 
directly  in  rear  and  200  paces  distant  from  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois. 
Advancing  to  the  oijen  field  beyond  an  old  log-house,  I  halted  and  or- 
dered the  men  to  lie  down,  the  enemy  having  opened  on  the  advance 
with  artillery,  very  eflectually  served. 

Soon  after,  I  was  directed  by  an  aide  to  send  five  companies  to  the 
woods  in  our  front  to  support  Bush's  battery,  which  was  then  hotly  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy's  artillery.  The  five  companies  were  sent  under 
the  command  of  the  acting  field  officer.  I  remained  in  the  field  with 
the  balance  of  the  regimeut,  which  was  in  a  very  exposed  position,  and 
had  lost  several  men  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  until  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Sill  to  bring  down  the  balance  of  my  command  to  the  support  of 
the  battery,  as  the  enemy  were  about  to  make  an  effort  to  capture  it. 
The  artillery  firing  then  ceased,  night  having  put  an  end  to  the  action. 
I  was  ordered  l)y  General  Sill  to  have  a  picket  posted,  the  balance  to 
lie  down  on  their  arms,  and  allow  half  of  each  company  to  go  to  the 
rear  and  do  some  cooking.  I  posted  one  company  as  pickets,  and 
allowed  the  men  to  boil  some  coffee;  then  placed  them  in  line.  The 
night  was  intensely  cold,  and  the  men  were  nearly  frozen. 
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At  3  a.  m.  (31st)  General  Sill  came  down  to  the  regiment  and  said 
we  would  be  supported  from  the  reserve  brigade.  The  men  were  then 
awake  and  ready  for  action.  At  early  dawn  two  regiments  came  into 
the  woods  and  formed  line  at  right  angles  with  my  left.  They  remained 
a  few  moments,  and  were  marched  away. 

Soon  after,  firing  began,  and  the  pickets  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  directly  in  my  front.  Their  column  of  attack  came  close 
on  the  rear  of  their  skirmishers,  and  I  ordered  the  men  to  fire.  At  the 
same  time  my  attention  was  directed  to  a  column  coining  out  of  the 
wood  on  my  right  tiauk.  They  were  in  line  and  advancing  very  rapidly. 
(I  counted  five  battle-flags.)  T  immediately  sent  word  to  General  Sill 
that  the  enemy  were  in  force  on  my  flank.  About  the  same  time  the 
regiment  on  my  right,  formed  at  right  angles,  fell  back;  a  battery,  which 
had  fired  four  i  ounds  very  effectively,  followed  them,  leaving  my  flank 
entirely  unprotected.  I  maintained  my  position,  waiting  for  orders, 
until  the  enemy  were  in  the  woods  in  my  rear,  and  had  come  on  my 
flank  and  delivered  a  cross-fire,  doing  me  considerable  damage.  No 
orders  having  been  received,  and  thinking  it  improper  to  remain  longer 
in  this  position,  1  ordered  the  regiment  to  break  to  the  rear  by  com- 
panies. Some  of  the  officers  not  hearing  the  order,  the  left  wing  did 
not  move  with  the  right,  and  the  regiment  came  off  in  some  disorder, 
but  was  quickly  reformed  in  the  open  field  to  the  right  of  the  log  house 
used  for  a  hospital.  No  regiment  could  have  formed  line  more  rapidly 
than  they  did,  after  retreating,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  confused 
masses  of  fugitives — the  veterans  of  some  of  the  hardest  battles  of  the 
war.  Where  such  troops  flee,  new  recruits  assuredly  deserve  praise  for 
standing  their  ground. 

I  then  received  the  first  orders  during  the  day  from  Colonel  Greusel 
to  move  my  regiment  up  to  a  fence  and  have  them  lie  down.  My  left 
then  formed  on  the  right  of  the  Fifteenth  Missouri.  An  order  given 
by  Colonel  Schaefer  for  that  regiment  to  move,  left  me  entirely  alone, 
unless  I  advanci  d  with  them,  whicli  was  done.  Moving  up  to  the  second 
fence  in  my  front,  I  again  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down. 

Soon  after,  an  aide  from  General  Sheridan  directed  me  to  move  my 
regiment  up  to  the  woods.  The  order  was  obeyed,  when  I  joined  the 
Eighty-eighth  Illinois,  and  was  thereafter  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Greusel.  By  his  direction,  we  marched  through  the 
cedar  swamp,  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry  roaring  all  around 
us.  I  crossed  the  railroad  and  marched  up  the  Murfreesborough  pike, 
placed  my  men,  as  i)er  ordeis  from  him,  in  a  thicket,  with  directions  to 
deploy  skirmishers  and  watch  for  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  was  an- 
noying our  train.  Remained  in  this  position  some  time.  Was  ordered 
up  still  farther  to  the  right,  and  placed  behind  a  rail  fence,  which  posi- 
tion I  occupied  for  about  one  hour.  Again  moving  up  the  pike,  by  Colo- 
nel GreuseFs  direction,  I  supported  one  gun  of  the  First  Ohio  Battery. 
Night  coming  on,  1  was  directed  to  post  three  companies  as  pickets, 
keeping  the  remainder  in  reserve. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  18G3,  under  direction  of  Colonel  Greu 
sel,  1  brought  the  regiment  back  to  the  pike,  and,  following  the  Eighty 
eighth  Illinois,  marched  down  to  the  cedar  swamp,  a  mile  beyond  Stone's 
River,  with  orders  to  erect  temporary  breastworks.  In  this  position  1 
remained  until  the  evening  of  the  2d,  when,  by  directions  of  tlie  colonel 
commanding,  I  moved  my  regiment  on  to  the  grounds  occupied  by  a 
regiment  on  my  right,  which  had  marched. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  I  marched  again,  by  directions  of  the  brigade 
commander,  to  the  left  of  Bush's  battery,  my  right  resting  on  the  Thirty- 
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sixth  Illinois,  in  which  position  we  remained  until  we  marched  to  this 
our  present  camp. 

I  cannot  too  highly  speak  of  the  men  who  passed  through  all  the  trials 
of  the  two  days'  fighting  and  the  following  four  days  of  suspense,  worse 
than  the  battle  itself.  Exhausted  and  cold,  they  stood  their  ground  like 
veterans,  and  fought  as  good  soldiers. 

I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  the  conduct  of  Captains  Root, 
Austin,  and  Philbrook,  and  Lieutenants  Balding,  Chase,  Mx,  Chivas, 
Hartung,  Goldsmith,  Horning,  Elmore,  Parsons,  Battle,  Kennedy,  Hol- 
tou,  and  Greene.  The  surgeons  (Major  Hasse  and  Captain  Wheeler) 
were  not  under  my  immediate  observation,  but  I  am  informed  they  per- 
formed their  duties  nobly.  To  the  chaplain  of  the  regiment  I  return 
thanks  for  his  kind  attention  to  the  wounded.  # 

To  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment  (Arthur  Mac  Arthur,  jr.)  I  am  more 
than  indebted  for  his  aid  and  efficient  service  rendered  during  the  en- 
gagements. Young  and  gallant,  I  bespeak  for  him  an  honorable  career. 
Of  the  sergeant-major  (Frank  W.  Riddle)  and  Sergeants  Drake  and  Kers- 
ton  I  would  make  favorable  mention.  Sergeant  Coburn,  of  Company 
A,  deserves  special  notice  for  bringing  off  the  body  of  Lieutenant  Nix, 
mortally  wounded. 

Inclosing  you  a  list  of  the  casualties,*  and  desiring,  on  behalf  of  the 
officers  of  the  regiment,  to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  colonel 
commanding  the  brigade  for  his  care  and  attention  after  assuming  com- 
mand, I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  HIBBARD, 
Major,  Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Wisconsin. 

Lieutenant  Watkins, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 


No.  69. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Bernard  Laiboldt,  Second  Missouri  Infantry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Right  Wing, 

January  7,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
brigade  I  now  have  the  honor  to  command,  in  the  battle  in  front  of 
Murfrcesborough : 

The  brigade,  then  in  command  of  the  lamented  Col.  Frederick  Schaefer, 
was  assigned  position  as  reserve  of  the  Third  Division  on  December  30^ 
and  took  no  part  in  the  engagement  on  the  left  on  that  day. 

Shortly  after  daybreak  next  morning,  December  31,  Colonel  Schaefer 
received  orders  to  re-enforce  General  SilPs  brigade  with  two  regiments, 
and  the  Fifteenth  Missouri  Volunteers  and  Forty-fourth  Illinois  Volun- 
teers, under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Weber,  of  the  Fifteenth 
Missouri  Volunteers,  were  accordingly  sent  to  General  Sill,  with  orders 
to  report  to  him  for  duty. 

The  Second  Battalion  of  the  Seventy- third  Illinois  Volunteers,  under 
command  of  Major  Presson,  was  detached  to  protect  Captain  Hescock's 
battery,  while  the  other  battalion  of  the  Seventy -third  Illinois  Volun- 
teers and  t'le  Second  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteers  were  held  in  reserve. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  20[}. 
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The  Fifteenth  Missouri  Volunteers  and  Forty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers 
had  a  position  assigned  to  them,  about  30  yards  in  rear  of  General  SilPs 
brigade,  when,  after  a  short  interval,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Weber  received 
ord'^.rs  to  advance  in  double-quick.  The  order  was  promptly  executed, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Weber  found  himself  in  front  of  the  enemy,  the 
artillery  previously  stationed  there  having  retreated,  leaving  one  Par- 
rott  gun,  supposed  to  belong  to  Carpenter's  battery,  Davis'  division,  be 
hind.  The  two  mentioned  regiments  kept  up  a  strong  firing,  and  even 
when  one  regiment  on  their  left  broke  and  ran,  they  held  their  position 
until  attacked  from  the  flank  and  front  at  once.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Weber  then  retreated  in  good  order,  keeping  up  a  constant  firing  until 
he,  being  heavily  pressed  by  the  enemy,  reached  a  corn-field,  where  he 
halted.  ^ 

Soon  afterward  our  troops  on  the  left  advanced  again  on  the  enemy, 
when  Lieutenant-Colonel  Weber  also  rapidly  advanced  to  a  place  about 
50  yards  in  advance  of  his  previous  position,  and  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle. He  had  the  gun  above  referred  to  dragged  by  his  men  to  the  rear 
of  his  column,  from  where  it  afterward  was  removed  to  a  safer  place. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Weber  contested  his  ground  admirably  until  the 
enemy  advanced  six  columns  deep,  and  the  ammunition  of  the  Fifteenth 
Missouri  Volunteers  gave  out,  the  Forty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteers  hav- 
ing previously  withdrawn.  Then  the  order  to  retreat  was  given  and 
carried  out,  without  imjjroper  haste,  until  the  edge  of  the  timber  was 
reached,  when  the  pressure  by  the  enemy  was  so  hard  that  it  became 
necessary  to  resort  to  the  double-quick.  By  the  time  the  Fifteenth  Mis- 
souri Volunteers  and  Forty  fourth  Illinois  Volunteers  rejoined  the  bri- 
ade,  orders  were  given  to  retreat  across  the  pike  toward  a  piece  of  cedar 
woods,  and  two  companies  of  the  Second  Missouri  Volunteers  were  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  to  retard  the  rapid  advance  of  the  enemy. 

The  whole  brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  First  Battalion  of  the 
Seventy-third  Illinois  Volunteers,  under  temporary  command  of  Cap- 
tain Bergan,  and  being  a  short  distance  from  the  main  body,  arrived 
safely  at  the  woods  above  mentioned,  at  the  edge  of  which  the  Second 
Missouri  Volunteers,  behind  natural  and  very  favorable  fortifications  of 
huge  and  deeply  cut  rocks,  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  enemy,  which  kept 
him  at  bay  for  a  considerable  length  of  time.  The  First  Battalion  of 
the  Seventy-third  Illinois  Volunteers  was  at  the  same  time  attacked  by 
the  enemy,  but  repulsed  them.  When  in  the  attempt  to  join  the  bri- 
gade, the  battalion  was,  by  the  advance  of  General  Rousseau,  separated, 
but,  keeping  up  a  constant  firing,  crossed  the  pike  and  took  a  position  in 
the  cedar  grove.  Here  Captain  Bergan,  commanding  the  battalion, 
withstood  three  different  charges  of  a  whole  rebel  cavalry  brigade,  and 
was  shortly  afterward  enabled  to  join  his  brigade.  By  this  time  the 
ammunition  of  the  Second  Missouri  Volunteers  had  given  out,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  and  they  were  ordered  into  the  thicket 
of  the  cedar  grove. 

After  the  lapse  of  one  hour,  the  brigade  was  enabled  to  receive  am- 
munition, and  had  a  new  position  assigned  to  them  on  the  Chattanooga 
Eailroad.  Colonel  Schaefer  ordered  the  Fifteenth  Missouri  Volunteers 
to  dc  ploy  in  a  corn-field,  while  the  balance  of  the  brigade  held  the  rail- 
road and  kept  up  such  a  galling  and  well-aimed  fire  that  the  enemy, 
though  of  a  strength  to  which  our  force  was  hardly  comparable,  and 
fighting  with  the  utmost  desperation,  was  again  and  again  repulsed. 
The  Fifteenth  Missouri  Volunteers,  being  in  danger  of  being  outflanked, 
retreated  toward  the  position  of  the  brigade,  and  it  was  at  that  moment, 
when  about  giving  orders  to  said  regiment,  that  the  true  soldier  and 
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brave  man,  my  lamented  predecessor,  Col.  Frederick  Scbaefer,  fell.  By 
order  of  General  Sheridan,  I  assumed  forthwith  the  command  of  the 
brigade,  the  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Captain 
Olson,  having  been  attached  to  it ;  and,  after  taking  up  another  favor- 
able position  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  I  was  enabled  to  hold  the  enemy 
in  check,  in  spite  of  his  desperate  endeavors,  until  night  broke  in  and 
the  bloody  drama  of  that  day  was  ended. 

On  January  1,  1863,  at  2  a.  m.,  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  take  a 
position  in  front  of  an  open  field  edged  by  heavy  timber,  and  I  had,  as 
soon  as  daylight  permitted,  heavy  breastworks  erected  along  the  whole 
front  I  was  to  protect ;  and,  keeping  a  vigilant  lookout,  I  held  that 
position  until  January  6,  when  I  was  ordered  to  advance  to  the  present 
camp. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  all  behaved  as  would  naturally 
be  expected  of  veteran  soldiers  who  have  heretofore  earned  the  highest 
praise  for  their  bravery  and  gallantry,  and  to  enumerate  single  ones 
would  hardly  be  injustice  to  the  balance. 

Among  those  who  laid  down  their  lives  for  our  holy  cause,  1  particu- 
larly lament  Captain  Zimmerman  and  Lieutenants  Kellner  and  Quint- 
zius,  of  the  Fifteenth  Missouri  Volunteers;  Captain  Alsop,  of  the 
Seventy-third  Illinois  Volunteers ;  Captain  Hosmer,  of  the  Forty-fourth 
Illinois  Volunteers;  Lieutenant  Taliaferro,  of  the  First  Missouri  Artil- 
lery. May  their  relatives  find  a  consolation,  as  their  comrades  do,  in 
the  thought  that  the  death  on  the  battle-field  for  the  righteous  cause 
wins  immortal  laurels  for  the  slain. 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention  Captain  Hescock's  battery,  which,  on  De- 
cember 31,  as  oftentimes  before,  did  splendid  execution.  The  skill  and 
bravery  of  its  officers  is  almost  proverbial,  and  need  not  be  further  com- 
mented on  by  me  than  to  express  my  heartiest  gratification  that  they 
stood  by  me,  as  formerly,  with  a  right  good  will  and  telling  courage. 

Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  list  of  the  casualties  in  my 
brigade.* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  LAIBOLDT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Second  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry^ 
Commanding  iSecond  Brigade j  Third  Division^  Right  Wing. 

First  Lieut.  George  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division. 


No.  60. 
Report  of  Maj.  Francis  Wirier ,  Second  Missouri  Infantry. 

Camp  Bradley,  at  Stone's  River, 
South  of  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hereby  most  respectfully  transmit  to  you  a 
report,  inasmuch  as  the  Second  Infantry  Regiment  of  Missouri  Volun- 
teers was  concerned  in  the  battle  in  front  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 
on  the  31st  ultimo. 

We  received  marchin*,^  orders  on  the  24:th  of  December,  when  in  camp 
Qear  Mill  Creek,  7  miles  south  of  Nashville.  All  the  wagons,  with  tents 
and  other  baggage,  should,  as  soon  as  the  troops  commenced  to  move, 


*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  209. 
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be  brought  back  inside  of  the  fortifications  of  Kashville.  This  order 
was  rescinded,  when  we  were  ready  to  march,  so  far  as  to  remain  in 
camp,  to  wait  until  further  orders,  and  not  to  pitch  any  tents. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  early  in  the  morning,  the  regiment  had  to 
go  on  picket,  and  on  the  same  evening  our  outposts  repulsed  an  attack 
made  by  the  enemy. 

At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  we  received  orders  to  fall  in 
with  our  brigade  as  soon  as  it  should  reach  the  picket  line,  and  to  march 
toward  Nolens ville.  The  whole  army  did  move  at  daylight,  and  drove 
in  the  enemy's  pickets  from  Mill  Greek  toward  Nolens ville,  where  a  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy  made  a  stand,  but  his  position  was  taken 
in  the  afternoon  by  Davis'  excellent  division. 

On  the  29th,  at  nightfall,  we  arrived  about  6  miles  below  Murfrees- 
borough.    Our  cavalry  met  the  enemy,  he  being  in  heavy  force. 

On  the  30th  day  of  December  the  Second  Missouri  Volunteers  was  in 
reserve,  and  the  whole  army  moving  on  to  Murfreesborough,  a  distance  of 
about  3  miles.  Fast  fighting  in  front,  especially  on  the  right  wing.  The 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  of  which  we  are  a  part,  had  to  support 
Captain  Hescock's  battery  (G),  First  Missouri  Artillery,  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  Nolens  ville  and  Murfreesborough  turnpike. 
At  nightfall  we  received  an  order  to  advance  into  an  open  wood,  in  a 
right-oblique  direction,  for  bivouac. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  December  the  Second  Missouri  Volunteers 
had  to  proceed  again  (at  early  daybreak)  for  support  to  Captain  Hes 
cock's  battery.  About  8  a.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  upon  the  extreme 
right  wing  of  our  army  (Davis'  and  Johnson's  divisions)  with  a  number 
less  force,  and,  overpowered,  our  troops  turned  about,  and  the  whole 
extreme  right  wing  created  a  very  critical  confusion.  By  this  time  the 
First  Battalion  of  the  Second  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Ehrler,  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  front  of  a  field, 
the  enemy  advancing  upon  our  line  with  heavy  force  from  the  woods 
opposite.  The  Second  Battalion  deployed,  and  every  man  of  the  Second 
Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry  was  engaged.  Several  times  the  rebels 
were  repulsed  by  our  energetic  fire,  but  finally  came  up  so  thick  that 
the  order  was  given  to  fall  slowly  back  to  the  woods,  which  movement 
was  executed,  coolly  and  promptly,  under  a  heavy  flank  fire  of  a  rebel 
battery,  the  rebels  following  up,  and  the  two  right  skirmish  companies 
(H  and  B)  of  the  Second  Missouri  Volunteers  were  cut  off  and  scattered. 
The  remainder  of  the  regiment  marched  down  to  the  pike,  and  at  the 
same  time  advancing  toward  Murfreesborough,  we  were  ordered  to 
make  a  stand  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  in  an  oblique  line,  on  a  rather  rocky 
ground,  which  offered  excellent  natural  breastworks  for  all  our  fighting 
men.  They  received  the  advancing  rebels  with  a  steady  and  murder- 
ous fire,  accompanied  by  the  batteries  from  the  hill  in  the  rear  of  our  line. 
Here  we  remained,  and  kept  the  enemy  in  check  until  we  were  out  of 
ammunition,  when  another  regiment  relieved  us,  and  we  retired  to  the 
cedar  woods  in  our  rear.  For  nearly  two  painful  hours  we  remained  in 
this  dreadful  position;  then  we  were  marched  out  into  the  open  air 
across  the  other  pike,  to  provide  our  men  with  ammunition.  After  a 
short  rest,  we  received  orders  to  proceed  forward,  and  to  take  position 
behind  the  embankment  of  the  Chattanooga  Railroad,  from  where  we 
poured  a  very  effective  and  steady  fire  upon  the  desperate  enemy. 

In  this  position  our  worthy  and  gallant  Col.  Frederick  Schaefer  was 
killed  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  as  our  brigade  commander.  He  fell, 
a  hero,  and  his  fellow  oflicers  and  his  brave  soldiers  mourn  about  this 
heavy  loss  for  the  country  as  well  as  for  ourselves. 
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For  the  secoud  time  we  were  out  of  aminuDitiou,  and  Lieut.  Col.  B. 
Laiboldt,  of  the  Second  Missouri  Volunteers,  now  in  command  of  the 
Second  ]3rigade,  Third  Division,  ordered  the  Second  Missouri  Volun- 
teers to  fall  back  into  a  reserve  and  get  ammunition.  One  of  the  rebel 
batteries  on  the  railroad  playing  on  ours,  did  do  some  damage  to  our 
very  defective  ranks,  killing  2  and  wounding  several.  At  nightfall  we 
were  withdrawn  to  the  provision  train,  and  on  the  morning  of  Kew 
Year's  day  we  had  to  take  our  position  on  the  new-formed  line,  which 
we  strengthened  by  a  ravelin  made  out  of  fence  rails  and  rocks.  Since 
that  our  skirmishers  in  front  only  were  engaged  with  the  enemy's  out- 
posts. The  houses  in  front  of  our  line  have  been  burned,  by  order  of 
the  general  commanding,  and  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  lost  every  hold. 

A  si)ecial  denomination  of  gallant  conduct  we  do  not  make.  All  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates  have  done  their  full 
duty,  and  the  Second  Infantry  Kegiment  of  Missouri  Yolnnteers  have 
[)reserved  and  strengthened  the  good  reputation  which  it  already  had. 

I  have  the  honor  to  sign. 

By  order  of  Major  Ehrler,  commanding  Second  Missouri  Volunteer 
[nfantry : 

OHAKLES  FUELLE, 
First  Lieutenant  mid  Adjutant, 

Uis  Excellency  Hamilton  K.  Gamble, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 


No.  61. 


Report  of  Col.  Luther  P.  Bradley^  Fifty -first  IlUnois  Infantry ,  command- 

ing  Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Bight  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  the  part  taken  by  the  Third  Brigade  in  the  operations  be- 
fore Murfreesborough,  ending  January  4. 

On  the  morning  of  December  30,  1862,  the  brigade,  under  command 
of  Col.  G.  W.  Roberts,  advanced  on  the  Winchester  pike,  having  the 
right  of  the  column.  About  9  o'clock  we  came  on  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers, engaged  with  a  regiment  of  General  Negley's  division.  The  Twen- 
ty-second Illinois  was  thrown  out  on  the  left,  and  the  Forty-second  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  as  skirmishers,  and  soon  forced  the  enemy  back. 

Houghtaling's  battery  was  sent  to  the  high  ground,  just  in  the  edge 
of  heavy  timber  on  the  right,  and  the  Twenty -seventh  and  Fifty -first 
Illinois  formed  in  line  of  battle  to  the  rear  of  the  reserves  of  the  Twenty - 
second  and  Forty-second,  and  on  the  left  of  the  battery.  We  had  active 
work  with  the  enemy's  skirmishers  all  day,  the  batterj-  occasionally 
shelling  them,  but  they  were  generally  out  of  range.  At  noon  the  Fifty- 
first  Illinois  relieved  the  Forty  second  Illinois,  and  occupied  the  right  of 
the  brigade  line  of  skirmishers  for  the  balance  of  the  day.  About  dark 
the  skirmishers  were  withdrawn,  and  the  brigade  bivouacked  on  the 
field.     The  losses  for  the  day  were  7  killed  and  35  wounded. 

On  the  morniDg  of  the  31st,  the  brigade  was  under  arms  at  daylight, 
and  soon  after  formed  line  of  battle.     The  enemy's  columns  opened  out 
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from  the  opposite  woods,  and  Colonel  Eoberts  ordered  a  skirmishing 
force  to  advance  and  feel  the  tituber  on  our  left.  Companies  A  and  B, 
Twenty-seventh  Illinois,  were  thrown  out  under  Major  Schmitt,  the  bal- 
ance of  the  regiment  being  held  in  reserve,  its  left  resting  on  the  pike. 

About  8.30  a.  m.  Colonel  Eoberts  ordered  the  Twenty -second,  Forty- 
second,  and  Fifty- first  to  charge  the  enemy's  columns,  and  gallantly  led 
them  in  person.  The  Forty- second  and  Fifty -first  charged  in  line,  with 
the  Twenty-second  in  rear  of  the  Forty-second,  at  battalion  distance. 
These  regiments  went  forward  at  the  double-quick,  and  (bleared  the  wood 
in  front  of  our  lines,  the  enemy  giving  way  before  we  reached  him.  The 
line  was  halted,  and  opened  fire  in  the  timber.  After  some  ten  minutes, 
the  line  on  our  right  giving  way,  we  were  ordered  to  retire  to  the  lane 
leading  at  nearly  right  angles  with  the  pike,  and  take  a  new  position. 

Very  soon  the  whole  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  and  rear,  and 
formed  in  the  cedar  woods  on  the  pike,  east  of  the  hospital.  Hough- 
taling's  battery  was  posted  so  as  to  sweep  the  open  ground  and  timber 
the  brigade  had  lately  occupied.  The  Forty-second  and  Twenty-second 
were  thrown  to  the  left  and  rear  of  the  battery,  and  the  Twenty-seventh 
and  Fifty-first  formed  on  the  pike,  fronting  south.  The  whole  command 
was  soon  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  advancing  on  the  east  and 
south.  The  Twenty -seventh  changed  front  to  rear  on  first  company, 
and  the  Fifty-first  moved  by  the  right  flank,  so  as  to  form  an  angle  with 
the  Twenty-seventh  Illinois.  Company  K,  Fifty-first  Illinois,  under 
Lieutenant  Moody,  was  thrown  out  in  advance  of  the  battery  to  the  east, 
to  skirmish  the  woods,  and  remained  there  until  driven  in.  Hough tal- 
ing's  battery  was  worked  with  great  spirit  and  vigor  during  the  whole 
action ;  it,  as  well  as  the  regiments  of  the  brigade,  was  exposed  to  a 
cross-fire  from  rebel  batteries  situated  at  the  brick-kiln,  and  at  the  point 
occupied  by  Hough taUng  on  the  oOth,  as  well  as  a  heavy  fire  of  small- 
arms. 

There  the  brigade  met  its  chief  loss  ;  400  were  killed  or  wounded  in 
two  hours.  Colonels  Roberts  and  Harrington  fell  about  10.45  o'clock. 
At  this  time  the  ammunition  of  the  battery  and  of  the  infantry  was 
nearly  exhausted.  Being  hard  pressed  by  a  superior  force,  and  nearly 
surrounded,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  retire. 

At  about  11  o'clock  I  withdrew  the  Fifty-first  in  concert  with  the 
Twenty-seventh,  under  Major  Schmitt,  both  regiments  moving  by  the 
right  flank  in  good  order.  Houghtaliug's  battery  was  left  upon  the  field, 
after  firing  the  last  round  of  ammunition  and  losing  more  than  half  the 
horses;  being  outflanked  on  both  sides,  it  was  impossible  to  bring  it  off 
in  its  crippled  condition.  I  was  not  informed  of  the  fall  of  Colonels 
Eoberts  and  Harrington  until  after  the  Twenty  second  and  Forty-second 
had  moved.  These  regiments,  after  sufl'ering  a  loss  of  half  their  num  bers, 
retired  toward  the  J^ash\ille  pike,  striking  it  near  the  grounds  held  by 
General  Palmer's  division,  and,  being  separated  from  the  brigade,  re- 
ported to  him. 

The  Twenty- seventh  and  Fifty-first  were  the  last  regiments  to  leave 
the  ground,  the  regiments  of  General  Negley's  command  having  already 
retired.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  the  command  of  the  brigade 
devolved  on  me,  I  sent  Captain  Eose,  of  Colonel  Eoberts'  staff,  to  report 
to  General  Sheridan  for  orders,  and  fell  back  through  the  timber  toward 
the  pike. 

]S^ot  being  able  to  find  General  Sheridan,  I  reported  to  General  Davis, 
who  ordered  me  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Barker's  brigade,  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  who  wsm  endeavoring  to  turn  our  extreme  right  and 
get  possession  of  the  road.    I  took  the  Twenty-seventh  and  F&y -first 


Chap.  XXXH.]  THE  STONE's  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  371 

in  line  of  battle,  just  as  our  troops  were  falling  back  in  some  disorder, 
and,  after  delivering  a  volley  or  two,  charged  a  rebel  brigade  of  five  regi- 
ments, routing  them  completely  and  taking  some  200  prisoners.  This 
was  the  final  effort  on  the  right.  About  1  p.  m.  we  stacked  arms  and 
supplied  the  men  with  ammunition,  the  Twenty-second  and  Forty  second 
joining  soon  after. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1  we  stood  to  arms  at  3  o'clock,  expecting 
an  attack,  and  after  daylight  built  a  breastwork  in  front  of  the  brigade 
line.  In  the  afternoon  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  issued  from  the  timber 
opposite  our  position  and  advanced  on  oar  line.  As  soon  as  they  were 
in  range,  I  opened  with  small-arms  and  shell,  driving  them  back  in  dis- 
order. 

Observing  that  a  part  of  them  had  skulked  in  the  rocks,  I  sent  out  a 
strong  line  of  skirmishers,  under  Lieutenant  Hanback,  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Illinois,  and  captured  2  lieutenants  and  117  men,  mostly  of  the 
Third  Confederate.  The  brigade  occupied  the  same  position  on  the  2d, 
3d,  and  4th  of  January,  skirmishing  more  or  less  with  the  enemy  every 
day. 

The  entire  loss  of  the  brigade  is  3  commissioned  officers  killed,  12 
wounded ;  58  enlisted  men  killed,  328  wounded ;  161  missing ;  making 
a  total  of  562.*  This  loss  occurred  on  the  30th  and  31st.  I  think  there 
is  a  considerable  number  of  wounded  men  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
who  are  now  reckoned  among  the  missing;  but  having  no  positive 
knowledge  of  their  condition,  we  account  for  them  in  that  way. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  exx)re8S  the  sorrow  felt  by  the  whole  command  at 
the  loss  of  its  senior  officers,  Colonels  Eoberts  and  Harrington.  They 
had  served  with  the  brigade  since  last  April,  and  had  each  been  in 
command  of  it  for  a  considerable  time.  Long  service  had  made  the 
command  familiar  with  them,  and  inspired  them  with  confidence  in 
their  judgment  and  skill.  They  fell  in  exactly  the  line  of  their  duty, 
and  each  met  a  soldier's  death,  bravely. 

L.  P.  BEADLEY, 
Colonel  J  Commanding  Brigade, 

Lieut.  George  Lee, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Division, 


No.  62. 

Reports  of  Maj,  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  U,  8.  Army,  commanding  Center. 

Hdqrs.  (Center)  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Mmfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  15,  1863. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  major-general  command- 
ing the  Department  of  the  Cumberland  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  that  part  of  my  command  which  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Stone^s  River,  in  front  of  Murfreesborough : 

It  is  proper  to  state  here  that  two  brigades  of  Fry's  division  and  Rey- 
nolds' entire  division  were  detained  near  Gallatin  and  along  the  Louis- 
ville and  Nashville  Railroad,  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  rebel 
leader  Morgan,  who  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  on  the  watch  for  an  op- 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  209. 
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portunity  to  destroy  the  railroad.  iRousseau  b,  Negley's,  and  MitchelPs 
divisions,  and  Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry's  division,  were  concentrated  at 
Kashville,  but  MitchelFs  division  being  required  to  garrison  Nashville, 
my  only  available  force  was  Eousseau's  and  Kegley's  divisions,  and 
Walker's  brigade,  of  Fry's  division,  about  1 3,395  effective  men. 

December  26,  Negley's  division,  followed  by  Eousseau's  division  and 
Walker's  brigade,  marched  by  the  Franklin  pike  to  Brentwood,  at  that 
point  taking  the  Wilson  pike.  Negley  and  Eou^seau  were  to  have  en- 
camped for  the  night  at  Owen's  store. 

On  reaching  the  latter  place,  Negley,  hearing  heavy  ^^ring  in  tlie  direc- 
tion of  Nolensville,  left  his  train  with  a  guard,  to  follow,  and  i)ushed 
forward  with  his  troops  to  the  support  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  0.  Davis,  com- 
manding the  advanced  division  of  McCook's  corps,  Davis  having  become 
hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy  posted  in  Nolensville,  and  in  the  pass 
through  the  hills  south  of  that  village.  Rousseau  encamped  with  his 
division  at  Owen's  store;  Walker  with  his  brigade  at  Brentwood. 

During  the  night  a  very  heavy  rain  fell,  making  the  cross-roads  al- 
most impassable,  and  it  was  not  until  night  of  the  27th  that  Rousseau 
reached  Nolensville  with  his  troops  and  train.  ISTegley  remained  at 
Nolensville  until  10  a.  m.  on  the  27th,  when,  having  brought  his  train 
across  from  Wilson's  pike,  he  moved  to  the  east,  over  an  exceedingly 
rough  by-road,  to  the  right  of  Crittenden,  at  Stewartsborough,  on  the 
Murfreesborough  pike.  Walker,  by  my  orders,  retraced  his  stei)s  from 
Brentwood,  and  crossed  over  to  the  Nolensville  pike. 

December  28,  Negley  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsborough,  bringing 
his  train  from  the  rear.  Rousseau  reached  Stewartsborough  on  the 
night  of  the  28th.     His  train  arrived  early  next  day. 

December  29,  Negley's  division  crossed  Stewart's  Creek,  2  miles  south- 
west and  above  the  turnpike  bridge,  and  marched  in  support  of  the  head 
and  right  flank  of  Crittenden's  corps,  which  moved  by  the  Murfrees- 
borough pike  to  a  point  within  2  miles  of  Murfreesborough.  The  enemy 
fell  back  before  our  advance,  contesting  the  ground  obstinately  with 
their  cavalry  rear  guard.  Rousseau  remained  in  camp  at  Stewartsbor- 
ough, detaching  Starkweather's  brigade,  with  a  section  of  artillery,  to 
the  Jefferson  pike  crossing  of  Stone's  River,  to  observ^e  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  Walker  reached  Stewartsborough  from 
the  Nolensville  pike  about  dark. 

December  30,  a  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy,  something  over  400  strong, 
with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  attacked  Starkweather  about  9  a.  m.,  but 
was  soon  driven  off.  The  enemy  opened  a  brisk  lire  on  Crittenden's 
advance,  doing  but  little  execution,  however,  about  7  a.  m. 

During  the  morning  Negley's  division  was  obliqued  to  the  right,  and 
took  up  a  position  on  the  right  of  Palmer's  division,  of  Crittenden's 
corps,  and  was  then  advanced  through  a  dense  cedar  thicket,  several 
hundred  yards  in  width,  to  the  Wilkinson  Cross-Roads,  driving  the. 
enemy's  skirmishers  steadily  and  with  considerable  loss.  Our  loss 
comparatively  small. 

About  noon  Sheridan's  division,  of  McCook's  corps,  approached  by 
the  Wilkinson  Cross-Roads,  joined  Il^egley's  right,  McCook's  two  other 
divisions  coming  up  on  Sheridan's  right,  thus  forming  a  continuous 
line,  the  left  resting  on  Stone's  River,  the  right  stretching  in  a  westerly 
direction,  and  resting  on  high,  wooded  ground,  a  short  distance  to  the 
south  of  the  Wilkinson  Cross-Roads.  and,  as  has  since  been  ascertained, 
nearly  parallel  with  the  enemy's  intrench  men  ts  thrown  up  on  the  slop- 
ing land  bordering  the  northwest  bank  of  Stone'8  River.  Rousseau's 
division  (with  the  exception  of  Starkweather's  brigade),  being  ordered 
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up  froui  Stewartsborough,  reached  the  position  occupied  jy  the  army 
about  4  p.  m.,  and  bivouacked  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike  in  rear  of 
the  center. 

During  the  night  of  the  30th  I  sent  orders  to  Walker  to  take  up  a 
strong  position  near  the  turnpike  bridge  over  Stewart's  Creek,  and  de- 
fend the  position  against  any  attempts  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  destroy 
it.  Eousseau  was  ordered  to  move  by  6  a.  m.  on  the  31st  to  a  position 
in  rear  of  Negley.  This  position  placed  his  division  with  its  left  on  the 
Murfreesborough  pike,  and  its  right  extending  into  the  cedar  thicket 
through  which  Kegley  had  marched  on  the  30th.  In  front  of  Negley's 
position,  bordering  a  large  open  iield,  reaching  to  the  Murfreesborough 
pike,  a  heavy  growth  of  timber  extended  in  a  southerly  direction  toward 
the  river.  Across  the  field,  running  in  an  easterly  direction,  the  enemy 
had  thrown  up  rifle  pits  at  intervals,  from  the  timber  to  the  river  bank, 
to  the  east  side  of  the  turnpike.  Along  this  line  of  intrenchments,  on 
an  eminence  about  800  yards  from  Kegley's  position,  and  nearly  in  front 
of  his  left,  some  cannon  had  been  placed,  affording  the  enemy  great  ad- 
vantage in  covering  an  attack  on  our  center.  However,  Palmer,  Neg- 
ley,  and  Sheridan  held  the  position  their  troops  had  so  manfully  won 
the  morning  of  the  30th  against  every  attempt  to  drive  tliem  back,  and 
remained  in  line  of  battle  during  the  night. 

December  31,  between  6  and  7  a.  m.,  the  enemy,  having  massed  a  heavy 
force  on  McCook's  right  during  the  night  of  the  30th,  attacked  and  drove 
it  back,  pushing  his  division  in  pursuit  en  echelon,  and  in  supporting  dis- 
tance, until  he  had  gained  sufficient  ground  to  our  rear  to  wheel  his 
masses  to  the  right  and  throw  them  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  center, 
at  the  same  moment  attacking  Negley  and  Palmer  in  front  with  a  greatly 
superior  force.  To  counteract  this  movement,  I  had  ordered  Rousseau 
to  place  two  brigades,  with  a  battery,  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Sheridan's 
division,  facing  toward  the  west,  so  as  to  support  Sheridan,  should  he 
be  able  to  hold  his  ground,  or  to  cover  him,  should  he  be  compelled  to 
fall  back. 

About  11  o'clock  General  Sheridan  reported  to  me  that  his  ammuni- 
tion was  entirely  out,  and  he  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back  to  get  more. 
As  it  became  necessary  for  General  Sheridan  to  fall  back,  the  enemy 
pressed  on  still  farther  to  our  rear,  and  soon  took  up  a  position  which 
gave  them  a  concentrated  cross-fire  of  musketry  and  cannon  on  Negley's 
and  Eousseau's  troops  at  short  range.  This  compelled  me  to  fall  back 
out  of  the  cedar  woods,  and  take  up  a  line  along  a  depression  in  the 
open  ground,  within  good  musket-range  of  the  edge  of  the  woods,  while 
the  artillery  was  retired  to  the  high  ground  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike. 
From  this  last  position  we  were  enabled  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  cover 
the  formation  of  our  troops,  and  secure  the  center  on  the  high  ground. 
In  the  execution  of  this  last  movement,  the  regular  brigade,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Shepherd,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  came  under  a 
most  murderous  fire,  losing  22  officers  and  508  men  in  killed  and  wounded, 
but,  with  the  co-operation  of  Scribner's  and  Beatty's  brigades  and  Guen- 
ther's  and  Loomis'  batteries,  gallantly  held  its  ground  against  over- 
whelming odds.  The  center  having  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  enemy 
from  its  front,  and  our  artillery  concentrating  its  fire  on  the  cedar  thicket 
on  our  right,  drove  him  back  far  under  cover,  from  which,  though  re- 
peatedly attempiing  it,  he  could  not  make  any  advance. 

January  1,  1863,  repeated  attempts  were  made  by  the  enemy  to  ad- 
vance on  my  position  during  the  morning,  but  they  were  driven  back 
before  emerging  from  the  woods.  Colonel  Starkweather's  brigade  of 
Eousseau's  division  and  Walker's  brigade  of  Fry's  division  having  re- 
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enforced  ns  during  the  night,  took  post  on  the  right  of  Eousseau  and 
left  of  Sheridan,  and  bore  their  share  in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the 
enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant. 

For  the  details  of  the  most  valuable  service  rendered  by  these  two 
brigades  on  December  30  and  31,  1862,  and  January  1,  2,  and  3,  1863, 
I  refer  you  to  their  reports.  In  this  connection  I  also  refer  you  to  the 
report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Parkhurst,  commanding  Ninth  Michigan 
Infantry  (on  provost  duty  at  my  headquarters),  for  the  details  of  most 
valuable  services  rendered  by  his  command  on  December  31  and  January 
1  and  2.  Negley's  division  was  ordered  early  in  the  day  to  the  support 
of  McOook^s  right,  and  in  which  position  it  remained  during  the  night. 

January  2,  about  7  a.  m.,  the  enemy  opened  a  direct  and  cross  fire  from 
his  batteries  in  our  front,  and  from  a  position  on  the  east  bank  of  Stone's 
Eiver  to  onr  left  and  front,  at  the  same  time  making  a  strong  demonstra- 
tion with  infantry,  resulting,  however,  in  no  serious  attack.  Our  artil- 
lery (Loomis',  Guenther's,  Stokes',  and  another  battery,  the  commander's 
name  I  cannot  now  recall)  soon  drove  back  their  infantry.  Negley  was 
withdrawn  from  the  extreme  right  and  placed  in  reserve  behind  Critten 
den's  right. 

About  4  p.  m.  a  division  of  Crittenden's  corps,  which  had  crossed 
Stone's  River  to  reconnoiter,  was  attacked  by  an  overwhelming  force  of 
the  enemy,  and,  after  a  gallant  resistance,  compelled  to  fall  back.  The 
movements  of  the  enemy  having  been  observed  and  reported  by  some 
of  my  troops  in  the  center,  I  sent  orders  to  Negley  to  advance  to  the 
support  of  Crittenden's  troops,  should  they  want  help.  This  order  was 
obeyed  in  most  gallant  style,  and  resulted  in  the  complete  annihilation 
of  the  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  (rebel)  Regiment  and  the  capture  of  their 
flag ;  also  in  the  capture  of  a  battery,  which  the  enemy  had  been  forced 
to  abandon  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.     (See  Negley's  report.) 

January  3,  soon  after  daylight,  the  Forty-second  Indiana,  on  picket  in 
a  clump  of  woods  about  800  yards  in  front  of  our  lines,  was  attacked  by 
a  brigade  of  the  enemy,  evidently  by  superior  numbers,  and  driven  in 
with  considerable  loss.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shanklin,  commanding  the 
regiment,  was  surrounded  and  taken  prisoner  while  gallantly  endeavor- 
ing to  draw  off  his  men  from  under  the  fire  of  such  superior  numbers. 
From  this  woods  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  continued  to  fire  occasion- 
ally during  the  day  on  our  pickets. 

About  6  p.  m.  two  regiments  from  Col.  John  Beatty's  brigade,  Rous- 
seau's division,  co-operating  with  two  regiments  of  Spears'  brigade,  of 
Negley's  division,  covered  by  the  skillful  and  well-directed  fire  of  Guen- 
ther's  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery  and  Loomis'  First  Michigan  Batteries,  ad- 
vanced on  the  woods  and  drove  the  enemy  not  only  from  their  cover, 
but  from  their  intrenchments,  a  short  distance  beyond. 

For  the  details  of  this  gallant  night  attack  I  refer  you  to  the  reports 
of  Brigadier-General  Spears,  commanding  Third  Brigade  of  Negley's 
division,  and  Col.  John  Beatiy,  commanding  Second  Brigade  of  Rous- 
seau's division.  The  enemy  having  retreated  during  the  night  of  the 
3d,  our  troops  were  occupied  during  the  morning  of  the  4th  in  burying 
the  dead  left  on  the  field.  In  the  afternoon  one  brigade  of  Negley's 
division  was  advanced  to  the  crossing  of  Stone's  River,  with  a  brigade 
of  Rousseau's  division  in  supporting  distance,  in  reserve. 

January  5,  my  entire  command,  preceded  by  Stanley's  cavalry, 
marched  into  Murfreesborough  and  took  up  the  position  which  we  now 
hold.  The  enemy's  rear  guard  of  cavalry  was  overtaken  on  the  Shelby- 
ville  and  Manchester  roads,  about  5  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  and, 
after  sharp  skirmishing  for  two  or  three  hours,  was  driven  from  our  im- 
mediate front. 
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The  eoudact  of  my  command  from  tbe  time  the  army  left  l^ashville  to 
its  eutry  into  Murfreesborough  is  deserving  of  the  highest  praise,  both 
for  their  patient  endurance  of  the  fatigues  and  discomforts  of  a  five  days' 
battle,  and  for  the  manly  spirit  exhibited  by  them  in  the  various  phases 
in  this  memorable  contest.  I  refer  you  to  the  detailed  reports  of  the 
division  and  brigade  commanders,  forwarded  herewith,  for  special  men- 
tion of  those  officers  and  men  of  their  commands  whose  conduct  they 
thought  worthy  of  particular  notice. 

All  the  members  of  my  staff,  Maj.  G.  E.  Flynt,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  ;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Yon  Schrader,  Seventy -fourth  Ohio,  acting  in- 
spector-general 5  Capt.  O.  A.  Mack,  ThirteentiEi  U.  S.  Infantry,  acting 
chief  commissary,  and  Capt.  A.  J.  Mackay,  chief  quartermaster,  were 
actively  employed  in  carrying  my  orders  to  various  parts  of  my  command 
and  in  the  execution  of  the  appropriate  duties  of  their  office.  Ca]jt. 
O.  A.  Mack  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the  right  hip  and  abdomen 
while  conveying  orders  from  me  to  Major  General  Rousseau. 

The  officers  of  the  signal  corps  attached  to  my  headquarters  did  ex- 
cellent service  in  their  appropriate  sphere,  when  possible,  and  as  aides- 
de-camp,  carrying  orders.  My  escort,  composed  of  a  select  detail  from 
the  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  commanded  by  First  Lieut.  J.  D.  Barker,  of  the 
same  regiment,  who  have  been  on  duty  with  me  for  nearly  a  year,  de- 
serve commendation  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  appropriate 
duties.  Private  Guiteau  was  killed  by  a  cannon-shot  on  the  morning 
of  January  2.  Surg.  G.  D.  Beebe,  medical  director,  deserves  special 
mention  for  his  efficient  arrangements  for  moving  the  wounded  from  the 
field  and  giving  them  immediate  attention. 

Annexed  hereto  is  a  consolidated  return  of  the  casualties  of  my  com- 
mand. The  details  will  be  seen  in  the  accompanying  reports  of  division 
and  brigade  commanders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Maj.   C.   GODDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 


Consolidated  report  of  casualties  of  the  Center,  Fourteenth  Army   Corps,  in  the  jive  day^ 
battle  before  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  cornMeucing  December  31, 1862,  and  ending  Janu^iry 


In  action. 

Lost  in  action. 

1 

1 

o 
O 

a 

o 

e 
1 

(D 
i 

1 

5 

Xilled. 

"Wonnded. 

Missing. 

Horses. 

Gnus. 

1 
•i 

1 

go 

1 

'6 

1 

GO 

o 

1 

a 

•1 

oo 

1 

i 

1 

8 
62 

i 

a 

1 

5 
24 

.a 

(B 

o 

1 

so 

First  Division,  Mf^or-General 

303 

237 

97 

637 

5,883 
4,632 
2,248 

257 

18 

13 

6 

8 
11 

171 
167 

43 

47 
4 

903 

704 

19 

3 
1 

324 

308 

1 

Roassean. 

Second    Division,   Brigadier- 
General  Negley. 

First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

9 

6 

1 

Col.  M.  B.  Walker. 

12, 758 

257 

37 

19 

338 

94 

1,626 

4 

633  1  70 

29 

9 

6 

1 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  pp.  209-211 


37()  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXn. 

Headquarters  Foitkteentit  Army  (  orps, 

Murfreesborough^  Tenn.,  May  10,  1S63. 

Colonel  :  My  attention  having  been  called  by  Major-General  Rous- 
seau to  the  fact  that  Col.  B.  F.  Scribner's  brigade  had  not  been  men 
tioned  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  department,  for  the  pare 
it  took  in  the  battle  of  Stone^s  River,  I  cheerfully  submit  the  following 
statement,  premising  that  in  my  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Stone's 
River  it  was  my  earnest  endeavor  to  do  equal  justice  to  the  commands 
of  Colonels  Beatty,  Scribner,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shepherd,  as  well 
as  to  all  the  other  troops  under  my  command,  and  thought  the  best  way 
of  so  doing,  without  extending  my  report  to  too  great  a  length,  was  to 
give  a  succinct  narrative  of  the  events  of  the  battle,  and  then  refer  to 
the  reports  of  the  subordinate  commanders  for  more  detailed  informa- 
tion. This  I  did,  with  the  more  confidence  in  the  justice  of  that  course, 
from  the  fact  that,  after  a  careful  reading  of  the  different  reports,  I  per- 
ceived no  discrepancy  in  the  accounts  given  in  these  reports  of  tbe  events 
of  the  battle  in  which  different  x)ortions  of  my  command  acted  together. 
In  my  official  report  is  the  following : 

As  it  became  necessary  for  General  Slieridan  to  fall  back,  the  enemy  pressed  on  still 
farther  to  our  rear,  and  soon  took  up  a  position  which  gave  them  a  concentrated  cross- 
fire of  musketry  and  cannon  on  Generals  Negley's  and  Rousseau's  troops  at  short  range. 
This  compelled  me  to  fall  back  through  the  cedar  woods  and  take  up  a  line  along  a  de- 
pression in  the  open  ground,  within  good  musket-range  of  the  edge  of  the  woods,  while 
the  artillery  was  retired  to  the  high  ground  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike.  From  this 
last  position  we  were  enabled  to  drive  back  the  enemy,  cover  the  formation  of  our 
troops,  and  secure  the  center  on  the  high  ground.  In  the  execution  of  this  last  move- 
ment, the  regular  brigade,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shepherd,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  In- 
fantry, came  under  a  most  murderous  fire,  losing  22  officers  and  508  men  in  killed  and 
wounded,  but,  with  the  co-operatiou  of  Scribner's  and  Beatty's  brigades  and  Guen- 
ther's  and  Loomis'  batteries,  gallantly  held  its  ground  against  overwhelming  odds — 

thus  connecting  these  three  gallant  brigades  together  in  the  honorable 
and  distinguished  work  of  covering  the  formation  of  the  troops  on  the 
elevated  ground  in  their  rear,  when  the  enemy  was  straining  every  nerve 
to  gain  possession  of  the  same  point. 

1  now  quote  Colonel  Scribner's  report  of  the  part  taken  by  his  brigade 
at  this  period  of  the  battle  :  * 

#  #  *  *  #  #  * 

Colonel  Scribner^s  brigade  was  at  this  time  to  the  right  of  the  regu- 
lar brigade,  and  advanced  into  the  cedars. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  testify,  further,  that  the  effi- 
ciency of  this  brigade,  so  long  commanded  by  Colonel  Scribner,  is  second 
to  none  in  this  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General  J  U.S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  C.  GoDDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Hdqrs.  J?ept.  of  the  Cumberland. 

r  Indorsement.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  Cumberland,  May  18,  1863. 
I  forward  with  pleasure  General  Thomas'  special  notice  of  the  part 
taken  by  Colonel  Scribner  in  the  battle  of  Stone's  Kiver.     It  supplies 
an  omission  in  the  report  of  General  Rousseau,  which  was  the  reason 
why  a  notice  of  it  did  not  appear  in  my  report. 

W.  S.  ROSECIiANS, 

Major-  General, 

*  See  report  No.  65,  paragraphs  4-7,  both  inclusive. 
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Headquarters  Foitrtet!Nth  Army  Corps. 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Mvrfreesboroughj  February  9, 1863. 
Ool.  0.  GODDARD,  Chief  of  Staff: 

The  last  semi- weekly  return  of  effective  force  before  the  battle  of 
Stone's  Eiver,  dated  December  24,  shows  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Rousseau's  division 303  -{-  5, 883  =  6,  1 86 

Negley's  division 212  +  5,284  =  5,496 

11,682 

General  Negley's  report  of  the  actual  force  engaged  shows  a  defi- 
ciency of  664.  This  deficiency  is  in  cavalry,  which  had  been  assigned 
to  General  Stanley  between  the  24th  and  31st  of  December.  I  shall 
certainly  hold  my  officers  responsible  for  all  reports  differing  from  the 
above.  The  supposition  was  that  the  whole  effective  force  was  engaged. 
Please  send  me  the  reports  showing  the  discrepancy. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  H.  THOMAS, 
Major- General,  U,  8.  Volunteers j  Commanding. 


1^0.  63. 


Report  of  Maj,  Gen.  Lovell  H.  Rousseau^  Z7.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 

Division. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  11, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  my  command,  the 
Third  Division  of  the  army,  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  begun  on 
the  31st  ultimo  and  ended  on  the  3d  instant. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
General  Thomas,  my  division  moved  forward  toward  Murfreesborough 
from  Stewartsborough,  on  the  NashA'ille  and  Murfreesborough  turnpike, 
about  9  miles  from  the  latter  place.  On  the  march  forward,  several  dis- 
patches from  General  Eosecrans  reached  me,  asking  exactly  where  my 
command  was  and  the  hour  and  minute  of  the  day.  In  consequence, 
we  moved  rapidly  forward,  halting  but  once,  and  that  for  only  five 
minutes.  About  10.30  a.  m.  we  reached  a  point  3  miles  from  Murfrees- 
borough, where  Generals  Eosecrans  and  Thomas  were,  on  the  Nashville 
and  Murfreesborough  turnpike,  and  remained  during  the  day  and  biv- 
ouacked at  night. 

At  about  9  a.  m.  on  the  31st,  the  report  of  artillery  and  heavy  firing 
of  small-arms  on  our  right  announced  that  the  battle  had  begun,  by  an 
attack  on  the  right  wing,  commanded  by  Major-General  McCook.  It 
was  not  long  before  the  direction  from  which  the  firing  came  indicated 
that  General  McOook's  command  had  given  way  and  was  yielding 
ground  to  the  enemy.  His  forces  seemed  to  swing  around  toward  our 
right  and  rear.  At  this  time  General  Thomas  ordered  me  to  advance 
my  division. quickly  to  the  front,  to  the  assistance  of  General  McCook. 

On  reaching  the  right  of  General  Negley's  line  of  battle.  General 
Thomas  there  directed  me  to  let  my  left  rest  on  his  right,  and  deploy 
my  division  off  toward  the  right  as  far  as  1  could,  so  as  to  resist  the 
pressure  on  General  McCook.  We  consulted  and  agreed  as  to  where 
the  line  should  be  formed.  This  was  in  a  dense  cedar  brake,  through 
whi«l>   my  troops  marched  in  double  quick  time,  to  get  into  position 
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before  the  enemy  reached  us.  He  was  then  but  a  few  hundred  yards  to 
the  front,  sweeping  up  in  immense  numbers,  driving  everything  before 
him.  This  ground  was  new  and  unknown  to  us  all.  The  woods  were 
almost  impassable  to  infantry,  and  artillery  was  perfectly  useless,  but 
the  line  was  promptly  formed ;  the  Seventeenth  Brigade,  Ool.  John  Beatty 
commanding,  on  the  left;  the  brigade  of  regulars,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  L. 
Shepherd  commanding,  on  the  right ;  the  Ninth  Brigade,  Ool.  B.  F. 
Scribner  commanding,  was  placed  perhaps  100  yards  in  rear  and  op- 
posite the  center  of  the  front  line,  so  as  to  support  either  or  both  of 
the  brigades  in  front,  as  occasion  might  require.  My  recollection  is  that, 
perhaps,  the  Second  Ohio  and  Thirty-third  Ohio  Regiments  filled  a  gap 
between  General  Negley's  right  and  the  Seventeenth  Brigade,  occa- 
sioned by  the  effort  to  extend  our  lines  far  enough  to  the  right  to  afford 
the  desired  aid  to  General  McOook. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Brigade,  Col.  John  C.  Starkweather  commanding, 
and  Stone's  battery  of  First  Kentucky  Artillery  were  at  Jefferson  Cross- 
ing, on  Stone's  Eiver,  about  8  miles  below. 

Our  lines  were  hardly  formed  before  a  dropping  fire  of  the  enemy 
announced  his  approach.  General  McCook's  troops,  in  a  good  deal  of 
confusion,  retired  through  our  lines  and  around  our  right  under  a  most 
terrific  fire.  The  enemy,  in  pursuit,  furiously  assailed  our  front,  and, 
greatly  outflanking  us,  passed  around  to  our  right  and  rear.  By  Gen- 
eral Thomas'  direction,  I  had  already  ordered  the  artillery  (Loomis'  and 
Guenther's  batteries)  to  the  open  field  in  the  rear.  Seeing  that  my  com- 
mand was  outflanked  on  the  right,  I  sent  orders  to  the  brigade  com- 
manders to  retire  at  once  also  to  this  field,  and,  riding  back  myself,  I 
posted  the  batteries  on  a  ridge  in  the  open  ground,  parallel  with  our 
line  of  battle,  and  as  my  men  emerged  from  the  woods  they  were  ordered 
to  take  position  on  the  right  and  left,  and  in  support  of  these  batteries, 
which  was  promptly  done.  We  had,  perhaps,  400  or  500  yards  of  open 
ground  in  our  front.  While  the  batteries  were  un limbering,  seeing 
General  Van  Oleve  close  by,  I  rode  up  and  asked  him  if  he  would  move 
his  command  to  the  right  and  aid  in  checking  up  the  enemy,  by  forming 
on  my  right,  and  thus  giving  us  a  more  extended  line  in  that  direction 
in  the  new  position  taken.  In  the  promptest  manner  possible  his  com- 
mand was  put  in  motion,  and  in  double-quick  time  reached  the  desired 
point  in  good  season.  As  the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  in  great 
force,  shouting  and  cheering,  the  batteries  of  Guenther  and  Loomis, 
double- shotted  with  canister,  opened  upon  them.  They  moved  straight 
ahead  for  a  while,  but  were  finally  driven  back  with  immense  loss. 

In  a  little  while  they  rallied  again,  and,  as  it  seemed,  with  fresh  troops, 
and  assailed  our  positi(jn,  and  were  again,  after  a  fierce  struggle,  driven 
back.  Four  deliberate  and  fiercely  sustained  assaults  were  made  upon 
our  position  and  repulsed. 

During  the  last  assault  I  was  informed  that  our  troops  were  advanc- 
ing on  the  right,  and  saw  troops,  not  of  my  division,  led  by  General  Rose 
crans,  moving  in  that  direction.  I  informed  General  Thomas  of  the  fact, 
and  asked  leave  to  advance  my  lines.  He  directed  me  to  do  so.  We 
made  a  charge  upon  the  enemy  and  drove  him  into  the  woods,  my  staff 
and  orderlies  capturing  some  17  prisoners,  including  a  captain  and  lieu- 
tenant, who  were  within  130  yards  of  the  batteries.  This  ended  the 
fighting  of  that  day,  the  enemy  in  immense  force  hovering  in  the  woods 
during  the  night,  while  we  slept  upon  our  arms  on  the  field  of  battle. 
We  occupied  this  position  during  the  three  following  days  and  nights 
of  the  fight.  Under  General  Thomas'  direction,  I  had  it  intrenched  by 
rifle-pits,  and  believe  the  enemy  could  not  have  taken  it  at  all. 
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During  the  day  the  Twenty  eighth  Brigade,  Colonel  Starkweather, 
was  attacked  by  General  Wheeler's  cavalry  in  force,  and  some  of  the 
wagons  of  his  train  were  burned  before  they  reached  him,  having  started 
that  morning  from  Stewartsborough  to  join  him.  The  enemy  were  finally 
repulsed  and  driven  off  with  loss.  Starkweather's  loss  was  small,  as  will 
be  seen  by  his  report  of  the  action.  In  this  affair  the  whole  brigade  be- 
haved handsomely.  The  burden  of  the  fight  fell  upon  the  Twenty-first 
Wisconsin,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hobart  commanding.  This  regiment, 
led  by  its  efficient  commander,  behaved  like  veterans. 

From  the  evening  of  the  31st  until  the  ensuing  Saturday  night  no 
general  battle  occurred  in  front  of  my  division,  though  firing  of  artillery 
and  small  arms  was  kept  up  during  the  day,  and  much  of  the  time,  of 
small  arms,  during  the  night.  The  rain  on  the  night  of  the  31st,  which 
continued,  at  intervals,  until  the  Saturday  night  following,  rendered  the 
ground  occupied  by  my  command  exceedingly  sloppy  and  muddy,  and 
during  much  of  the  time  my  men  had  neither  shelter,  food,  nor  fire.  I 
procured  corn,  which  they  parched  and  ate,  and  some  of  them  ate  horse- 
steaks,  cut  and  broiled,  from  horses  upon  the  battle-field.  Day  and 
night,  in  the  cold,  wet,  and  mud,  my  men  suffered  severely,  but  during 
the  whole  time  I  did  not  hear  one  single  man  murmur  at  hardships,  but 
all  were  cheerful  and  ever  ready  to  stand  by  their  arms  and  fight.  Such 
endurance  I  never  saw  before.  In  this  severe  trial  of  their  patience  and 
their  strength  they  were  much  encouraged  by  the  constant  presence  and 
solicitous  anxiety  of  General  Thomas  for  their  welfare. 

On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  3d  instant,  I  asked  permission  of  General 
Thomas  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  wood  on  our  left  front,  to  which 
he  gave  his  consent.  Just  before  night  I  directed  the  batteries  of 
Guenther  and  Loomis  to  shell  the  woods  with  six  rounds  per  gun,  fired 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  This  was  very  handsomely  done,  and  ended 
just  at  dusk,  when  the  Third  Ohio  Regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  A.  Law- 
son,  and  the  Eighty-eighth  Indiana,  Col.  George  Humphrey,  both 
under  command  of  the  brigade  commander,  Col.  John  Beatty,  moved 
promi)tly  up  the  woods.  When  near  the  woods  they  received  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy,  but  returned  it  vigorously,  and  gallantly  pressed 
forward.  On  reaching  the  woods  a  fresh  body  of  the  enemy,  attracted  by 
the  fire,  moved  up  on  their  left  to  support  them.  On  that  body  of  the 
enemy  Loomis'  battery  opened  with  shell.  The  fusilade  was  very  rapid, 
and  continued  for,  perhaps,  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  Beatty 's 
command  drove  the  enemy  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  and  held  the 
woods.  It  turned  out  that  the  enemy  was  posted  behind  a  stone  breast- 
work in  the  woods,  and,  when  ousted,  about  30  men  were  taken  prisoners 
behind  the  works.    This  ended  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  six  companies  of  the  Second  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  Maj.  Thomas  P.  Mcholas  commanding,  were  ordered  down  to 
watch  and  defend  the  fords  on  Stone's  River,  to  our  left  and  rear.  The 
cavalry  of  the  enemy  several  times,  in  force,  attempted  to  cross  these 
fords,  but  Nicholas  very  gallantly  repulsed  them,  with  loss,  and  they 
did  not  cross  the  river.  I  should  have  mentioned  tjiat  on  Friday  even- 
ing, late,  I  was  directed  by  General  Thomas  to  place  a  regiment  in  the 
woods  on  our  left  front  as  an  outpost,  and  with  a  view  to  hold  these 
woods,  as  they  were  near  our  lines,  and  the  enemy  could  greatly  annoy 
us  if  allowed  to  hold  them.  Our  skirmishers  were  then  just  leaving  the 
woods.  1  ordered  the  Forty  second  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shank- 
lin  commanding,  to  take  that  position,  which  he  did ;  but  early  next 
morning  the  enemy,  in  large  force,  attacked  Colonel  Shanklin,  first 
furiously  shelling  the  woods,  and  drove  the  regiment  back  to  our  lines, 
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taking  Shanklin  prisoner.    It  was  this  woods  that  was  retaken  on  Satur- 
day night,  as  before  described. 

The  troops  of  my  division  behaved  admirably.  I  could  not  wish  them 
to  behave  more  gallantly.  The  Mnth  and  Seventeenth  Brigades,  under 
the  lead  of  their  gallant  commanders,  Scribner  and  Beatty,  were,  as  well 
as  the  Twenty-eighth  Brigade,  Colonel  Starkweather,  veterans.  They 
were  with  me  at  Chaplin  Hills,  and  could  not  act  badly.  The  Twenty- 
eighth  Brigade  held  a  position  in  our  front  after  the  first  day's  fighting, 
and  did  it  bravely,  doing  all  that  was  required  of  them,  like  true  soldiers. 
The  brigade  of  United  States  infantry,  Lieut,  Col.  O.  L.  Shepherd  com- 
manding, was  on  the  extreme  right.  On  that  body  of  brave  men  the  shock 
of  battle  fell  heaviest,  and  its  loss  was  most  severe.  Over  one  third  of 
the  command  fell,  killed  or  wounded ;  but  it  stood  up  to  the  work  and 
bravely  breasted  the  storm,  and,  though  Major  King,  commanding  the 
Fifteenth,  and  Major  Slemmer  ("Old  Pickens"),  commandinpr  the  Six 
teenth,  fell,  severely  wounded,  and  Major  Carpenter,  commanding  the 
Nineteenth,  fell  dead  in  the  last  charge,  together  with  many  other  brave 
officers  and  men,  the  brigade  did  not  falter  for  a  moment.  These  three 
battalions  were  a  part  of  my  old  (Fourth)  brigade  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 

The  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Majors  Townsend  and  Caldwell  command- 
ing, were  new  troops  to  me,  but  I  am  now  proud  to  say  we  know  each 
other. 

If  I  could,  I  would  promote  every  officer  and  several  non  commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  this  brigade  of  regulars,  for  gallantry  and  good 
service  in  this  terrific  battle.  I  make  no  distinction  between  these  troops' 
and  my  brave  volunteer  regiments,  for,  in  my  judgment,  there  never 
were  better  troops  than  those  regiments,  in  the  world.  But  the  troops 
of  the  line  are  soldiers  by  profession,  and,  with  a  view  to  the  future,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  say  what  I  have  of  them.  The  brigade  was  admirably 
and  gallantly  handled  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shepherd. 

I  lost  some  of  the  best  and  bravest  officers  I  had.  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Kell,  commanding  the  Second  Ohio,  was  killed.  After  he  fell  his 
regiment  was  efficiently  handled  by  Maj.  Anson  G.  McCook,  who  ought 
to  be  made  colonel  of  that  regiment,  for  gallantry  on  the  field. 

Colonel  Forman,  my  brave  boy  colonel,  of  the  Fifteenth  Kentucky, 
also  fell;  Major  Carpenter,  of  the  i^ineteenth  Infantry,  fell  in  the  last 
charge.  His  loss  is  irreparable.  Many  other  gallant  officers  were  lost, 
whose  names  will  appear  in  the  list  of  casualties. 

Of  the  batteries  of  Guf^nther  and  Loomis  I  cannot  say  too  much. 
Loomis  was  chief  of  artillery  for  the  Third  Division,  and  I  am  much  in- 
debted to  him.  His  battery  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Van  Pelt. 
Guenther  is  but  a  lieutenant.  Both  of  these  men  deserve  to  be  promoted, 
and  ought  to  be  at  once.  Without  them  we  could  not  have  held  our 
position  in  the  center. 

I  fell  in  with  many  gallant  regiments  and  officers  on  the  field  not  of  my 
command.  1  wish  1  could  name  all  of  them  here.  While  falling  back 
to  the  line  in  the  open  field,  1  saw  Col.  Charles  Anderson  gallantly  and 
coolly  rallying  his  men.  Colonel  Grider,  of  Kentucky,  and  liis  regiment 
efficiently  aided  in  repulsing  the  enemy.  The  Eighteenth  Ohio,  I  think 
it  was,  though  I  do  not  know  any  of  its  officers,  faced  about  and  charged 
the  enemy  in  my  presence,  and  I  went  along  with  it.  The  Eleventh 
Michigan  and  its  gallant  little  colonel  (I  do  not  know  his  name  certainly, 
but  believe  it  is  Stoddart)  [StoughtonJ  behaved  well,  and  the  Sixth 
Ohio  infantry,  Col.  Nick  Anderson,  joined  my  command  on  the  right  of 
the  regular  brigade,  and  stood  manfully  up  to  the  work.  I  fell  in  with 
the  Louisville  Legion  in  retreat,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Berry  commanding. 


Chap.  XXXH.]  THE  STONE's  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  381 

This  regiment,  though  retreating  before  an  overwhelming  force,  was 
dragging  by  hand  a  section  of  artillery  which  it  had  been  ordered  to 
support.  A  part  of  General  McCook's  wing  of  the  army  (it  bad  fallen 
back  with  the  rest,  but  through  the  woods  and  fields  with  great  diffi- 
culty) bravely  brought  off  the  cannon  it  could  no  longer  defend  on  the 
field.  When  I  met  it,  it  faced  about  and  formed  line  of  battle,  with 
cheers  and  shouts. 

To  Lieutenants  McDowell,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Armstrong, 
Second  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  Millard,  Nineteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  in- 
spector-general j  Captain  Taylor,  Fifteenth  Kentucky  Infantry,  and 
Lieut.  Alf.  rirtle,  ordnance  officer,  my  regular  aides,  and  to  Capt.  John 
D.  Wickliffe  and  Lieut.  W.  G.  Jenkins,  both  of  the  Second  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  aides  for  that  battle,  I  am  much  indebted  for  services  on  the 
field. 

The  wounded  were  kindly  and  tenderly  cared  for  by  the  Third  Divis- 
ion medical  director.  Surgeon  Muscroft,  and  the  other  surgeons  of  the 
command.  Captain  Paul,  my  division  commissary,  rendered  valuable 
services  during  the  whole  time  of  the  battle.  The  musicians  of  the  divis- 
ion carried  the  wounded  from  the  field,  faithfully  and  fearlessly. 

Lieutenant  McDowell  was  wounded.  My  orderlies,  Damas,  Emery, 
and  the  rest,  went  through  the  whole  fight,  behaving  well ;  Emery  was 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  of  the  First  Ohio  Infantry,  one  of  my 
aides,  was  so  badly  injured  by  the  fall  of  his  horse  that  I  would  not  per- 
mit him  to  go  on  the  field.  Lieutenant  Hartman,  of  the  Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  a  member  of  my  staff,  was  ill  with  fever  and 
unable  to  leave  his  bed. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Eighty-eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  Hum- 
phrey commanding,  being  placed  at  one  of  the  fords  on  Stone^s  Eiver, 
where  our  forces  were  tempoi  arily  driven  back,  very  opportunely  rallied 
the  stragglers  and  promptly  crossed  the  river  and  drove  the  enemy  back. 
In  this  he  was  aided  by  the  stragglers,  who  rallied  and  fought  well. 
The  colonel  was  wounded  by  a  bayonet  thrust  in  the  hand  in  the  attack 
of  Saturday  night  on  the  enemy  in  the  wood  iu  our  front. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  brigade  commanders,  which  will  show 
the  list  of  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

LOYELL  H.  ROUSSEAU, 

Major-  General. 

Maj.  George  E.  Flynt, 

Chief  of  Staff  ( Center),  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 


No.  64. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Francis  L,  Guenther,  Battery  H,  Fifth  U.  8,  Artillery, 

Headquarters  r>ATTERY  H,  Fifth  Artillery, 

January  10,  1803. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  battery  under  my  command  in  the  recent  engagements  near  Mur- 
freesborough,  Tenn. : 

The  battery  arrived  near  the  battle-field  with  the  brigade  of  regulars, 
of  which  it  forms  a  part,  on  the  morning  of  December  30, 1862.  On  the 
morning  of  December  31  it  was  moved  forward  with  the  brigade,  and. 
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after  a  isliort  halt,  proceeded  through  a  dense  grove  of  cedars  to  take  a 
position.  Finding  it  impossible  to  operate  with  the  battery  in  so  dense 
a  wood,  I  reported  to  General  Rousseau,  who,  after  seeing  the  impossi- 
bility of  taking  up  a  proper  position,  ordered  the  battery  into  action  in 
the  open  field,  wliich  it  had  previously  left.  The  battery  was  formed 
in  time  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy  from  the  cedars,  and  was 
then  moved  to  a  position  on  a  rise  of  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
pike.  A  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  advanced  from  the  cedars,  but  was 
finally  driven  back  in  disorder  by  the  fire  of  canister  from  the  battery. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  the  enemy  again  moved  forward  in 
heavy  force  from  a  position  to  our  left  and  front,  but  were  unable  to 
advance  under  the  fire  of  the  different  batteries  which  was  concentrated 
upon  them.  Though  the  battery  changed  positions  several  times,  in 
order  to  follow  up  the  movements  of  the  troops,  its  main  position  was 
on  the  rise  of  ground  already  spoken  of,  and  on  which  it  camped  at 
night. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1, 1863,  the  battery  was  moved  some  dis- 
tance to  the  rear,  and  after  several  changes  of  position  was  ordered  back 
with  the  brigade  of  regulars  toward  a  i)oint  on  the  Murfreesborough 
pike  beyond  Stewart's  Creek.  After  proceeding  some  miles,  the  order 
being  countermanded,  the  brigade  and  battery  returned,  and  about 
nightfall  camped  in  the  woods  near  the  old  position. 

On  the  morning  of  January  2,  the  battery  moved  forward  and  took 
position,  remaining  in  position  during  the  day,,  and  camping  on  the 
same  ground  at  night.  On  the  3d,  the  brigade  and  battery  were  moved 
forward  and  occupied  rifle-pits  and  epauleraents  which  had  been  con- 
structed for  them.  At  dusk  the  battery  opened  fire  with  shell  and  spher- 
ical-case shot  on  the  enemy  concealed  in  the  woods,  in  buildings,  and 
behind  breastworks,  &c.,  and  the  attack  being  followed  up  by  the  in- 
fantry, the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  position  and  the  grounds  occu- 
pied by  our  troops,  who  were  subsequently  withdrawn.  The  battery 
remained  in  position  during  the  following  day,  and  on  the  morning  of 
January  5  took  up  the  line  of  march  toward  Murfreesborough,  encamp- 
ing some  distance  beyond  the  town  in  the  evening. 

To  Lieutenant- Colonel  Shepherd,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  commanding 
brigade,  and  to  Majors  Carpenter,  Nineteenth  Infantry ;  King,  Fifteenth 
Infantry ;  Caldwell  and  Townsend,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  and  Slemmer, 
Sixteenth  Infantry,  commanding  battalions,  and  to  their  officers  and 
men,  1  am  indebted  for  the  gallant  support  afforded  me  during  the  series 
of  engagements.  My  officers,  Second  Lieuts.  Israel  Ludlow  and  J.  A. 
Fessenden,  deserve  honorable  mention  for  their  display  of  coolness,  gal- 
lantry, and  judgment. 

Sergeants  Egan,  Eeed,  Metcalf,  Erode,  Bickel,  Ervin,  find  Manbeck 
behaved  with  conspicuous  courage,  and  to  the  other  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  battery,  without  exception,  I  am  indebted 
for  taithful  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  append  the  following  list  of  casualties  in  my  com- 
mand :  Wounded  :  Corpl.  Charles  Allitzon  and  Privates  Thomas  Burns, 
James  F.  iVIohr,  Michael  McGrath,  and  Benjamin  F.  Burgess ;  total 
wounded,  5 ;  total  of  horses  killed,  10 ;  total  of  horses  wounded,  5 ; 
rounds  of  ammunition  expended,  558. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  L.  GUENTHEE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Battery  H,  Fifth  Artillery, 

First  Lieut.  Robert  Sutherland, 

Eighteenth  Infantry^  A,  A,  A,  G.,  Brigade  of  Regulars. 
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1^0.  65. 

Report  of  Col,  Benjamin  F.  Scribner,  Thirty -eighth  Indiana  Infantry, 

commanding  First  Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Center, 

iVear  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  borne  by 
my  command  in  the  engagements  before  Murfreesborough  on  Decem- 
ber 31  and  three  succeeding  days : 

At  daylight  we  left  our  bivouac,  and  moved  about  1  mile  to  the  front, 
and  formed  the  second  line  of  your  division,  two  regiments  extending 
into  the  cedar  thicket  on  the  right,  and  the  left  extending  to  the  Mur- 
freesborough and  [N^ashville  pike.  My  line  was  disposed  from  right  to 
left,  in  the  following  order:  The  Tenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  Ool.  A. 
E.  Ohapin;  Finety-fourth  Ohio,  Col.  J.  W.  Frizell;  Thirty-eighth  In- 
diana, Lieut.  Col.  D.  F.  GriflBn  j  Thirty-third  Ohio,  Capt.  E.  J.  Ellis,  and 
Second  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Kell.  Having  just  finished  loading  arms, 
I  received  your  orders  to  proceed,  in  double-quick  time,  to  the  assistance 
of  the  right  wing,  and  to  follow  the  Seventeenth  Brigade,  on  the  pioneer 
road,  into  the  woods.  When  the  Seventeenth  Brigade  halted  in  the 
woods,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Thomas  to  move  to  the  right,  and 
soon  after  formed  my  line  of  battle  near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  when  we 
were  opened  upon  by  the  enemy's  battery. 

When  near  this  position,  the  Thirty-third  and  Second  Ohio  were,  by 
your  order,  detached  and  moved  back  near  to  the  position  we  first  occu- 
pied, to  support  our  batteries  stationed  there,  and  nobly  did  they  defend 
them ;  for  soon  after  the  enemy  fiercely  charged  them,  and  were  hand- 
somely repulsed,  the  Second  Ohio  capturing  the  colors  of  the  Thirtieth 
Arkansas — a  victory  dearly  bought  by  the  loss  of  the  gallant  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Kell,  commanding. 

From  near  the  Wilkinson  pike  I  was  ordered  to  move  back  in  great 
haste  to  near  our  position  on  the  Kashville  pike,  which  order  was  faith- 
fully obeyed.  My  right  had  just  emerged  from  the  woods,  when  the 
enemy,  who  had  just  been  repulsed  in  their  efforts  to  take  the  batteries 
before  mentioned,  were  seen  retreating  in  disorder  in  a  northwesterly 
direction  through  a  narrow  neck  of  woods,  and  were  opened  upon  by  the 
Ninety-fourth  Ohio  and  the  two  right  companies  of  the  Thirty -eighth 
Indiana.  I  then  threw  my  skirmishers  forward,  and  advanced  about 
600  yards  into  the  woods,  where  my  lines  became  masked  by  General 
Negley's  division,  which  was  falling  back  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  advancing  from  a  point  south  of  the  direc- 
tion taken  by  their  retreating  column.  I  opened  my  line  to  permit  that 
portion  of  General  Negley's  command  who  had  expended  their  ammu- 
nition to  pass  through,  which  was  done  in  good  order,  a  portion  of  them 
forming  in  my  rear. 

Here  the  Ninety-fourth  Ohio  was  ordered  to  the  pike,  leaving  me  but 
two  regiments.  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  and  Tenth  Wisconsin,  the  former 
now  on  the  right.  General  Negley  having  halted  his  regiments  some 
25  paces  obliquely  in  front  of  my  line,  I  wheeled  my  right  under  heavy 
fire  to  connect  with  him.  Here  I  appeared  to  be  nearly  surrounded,  a 
heavy  column  turning  my  left,  to  prevent  which  I  ordered  the  Tenth 
Wisconsin  to  change  front  to  the  rear  on  their  first  company,  thereby 
forming  a  right  angle  with  the  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers.  This 
position  was  scarcely  taken  when  the  enemy  came  down  on  us  in  great 
fury.  They  appeared  to  be  massed  in  several  lines,  and  their  heads 
seemed  to  be  in  terraces  not  25  yards  before  us.    For  twenty  minutes 
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these  two  regimeuts  maintaiued  their  ground,  completely  checking  the 
iidvance  of  the  enemy's  column.  Here  the  Thiity-eighth  Indiana  lost 
their  brave  captain,  J.  E.  Fonts,  besides  nearly  one-third  their  number 
in  killed  and  wounded. 

Lieut.  Col.  D.  F.  Griffin  and  Major  Glover  both  had  their  horses  shot 
under  them,  and  their  clothing  perforated  by  balls.  The  Tenth  Wis- 
consin nobly  vied  with  their  comrades  on  the  right,  and  I  am  convinced 
that  both  regiments  would  have  suiiered  extermination  rather  than  have 
yielded  their  ground  without  orders.  But  the  order  can^e,  and  we  fell 
back,  and  formed  on  the  pike  fronting  the  woods,  but  the  enemy  did  not 
venture  to  follow  us  farther  than  the  skirts  of  the  timber. 

Having  reformed  my  brigade,  1  soon  after  advanced  my  right  to  the 
woods  from  which  we  had  just  emerged,  dex)loying  skirmishers  from  the 
Ninety-fourth  Ohio  through  the  neck  of  the  timber,  with  my  left  resting 
on  the  pike.  Here  we  remained  the  rest  of  the  day  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters,  and  ever  and  anon  the  shot  and  shell  from  their 
batteries  on  our  left  fell  among  us.  A  ball  from  the  former  struck  Colo- 
nel Frizell  on  the  shoulder,  so  wounding  him  that  he  was  borne  from  the 
field  on  which  he  had  nobly  performed  his  duty. 

At  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  January  1,  you  ordered  me  to  take  my 
command  back  to  a  point  on  the  pike,  near  the  place  we  occupied  before 
the  battle,  in  order  that  they  might  build  fires,  and  warm  themselves, 
and  get  something  to  eat. 

Upon  receiving  your  caution  to  protect  myself  from  an  attack  on  the 
left,  and  from  your  allusion  to  a  ford  in  that  direction,  I  ordered  Lieut. 
Alexander  Martin,  assistant  inspector-general  on  my  staff,  and  Lieut. 
M.  Allen,  topographical  engineers,  to  reconnoiter  the  position.  Upon 
their  reporting  the  feasibility  of  the  crossing,  I  ordered  Lieutenaot  Mar- 
tin to  conduct  the  Second  Ohio,  Major  McCook,  to  the  position.  Soon 
after,  firing  was  heard  in  this  direction,  and  a  stampede  occurred  among 
the  wagons  and  hospitals.  I  ordered  the  Tenth  Wisconsin  to  support 
the  Second  Oliio,  and  placed  them  behind  the  embankment  of  the  rail- 
road. These  dispositions  had  scarcely  been  made  when  your  order  came 
for  me  to  hurry  to  the  front  again  with  my  command.  Having  obeyed 
this  order,  and  after  some  maneuvering,  we  were  placed  in  position,  the 
Thirty- third  Ohio  extending  across  the  neck  of  woods  into  which  my 
right  throw  out  skirmishers  the  evening  before,  with  a  battery  on  the 
right  and  left,  commanding  the  fields  on  either  side  of  the  woods.  On  the 
right  of  the  Thirty-third  Ohio  came  the  Mnety-fourth  Ohio  and  Thirty- 
eighth  Indiana  in  the  edge  of  the  undergrowth  on  the  crest  of  the  slope 
from  the  field  west  of  the  Nashville  pike.  On  the  right  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Indiana  was  another  battery.  The  Tenth  Wisconsin  and  Second 
Ohio  were  held  in  reserve,  in  order  to  re-enforce  any  part  of  the  line  that 
was  menaced.  This  position  was  maintained  without  material  change 
during  the  subsequent  days  of  the  fight.  Our  skirmishers  were  kept  out 
during  the  time,  and  employed  in  discovering  and  dislodging  the  sharp- 
shooters, who,  during  the  hours  of  daylight,  almost  continually  annoyed 
us.  I  cannot  too  highly  praise  Captain  Ellis,  commanding  Thirty-third 
Ohio,  for  the  vigilance  of  himself  and  men  in  their  exposed  position  in 
the  woods.  At  times  the  enemy  from  the  woods  below  would  essay  to 
advance,  when  every  man  would  be  ni  his  post,  and  often  the  batteries 
would  open  upon  them.  Wbile  here  Captain  Ellis  had  his  horse  shot 
under  him.  Breastworks  of  logs  and  rocks  had  been  constructed  to 
protect  the  line  •,  also  a  few  rifle-pits  dug. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2d,  when  the  enemy  so  vigorously  attacked  our 
left,  the  moving  of  their  forces  in  that  direction  could  be  seen  from  my 
position,  which  fact  was  promptly  reported.    I  caused  my  skirmishers 
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to  advance  aud  take  precaution  against  demonstration  upon  my  posi- 
tion. The  attempt  was  made  just  before  dark,  the  enemy  forming  in 
tlie  edge  of  tlie  woods  in  our  front,  where  Captain  Cox's  Tenth  Indiana 
Battery,  on  the  right  of  the  Thirty- third  Ohio,  opened  fire  upon  ihem, 
vlriving  them  back. 

I  deem  it  improper  to  close  this  report  without  commending  in  high 
terms  the  manner  in  which  my  command  bore  the  hardships  of  this  ter- 
rible conflict.  They  suffered  from  cold,  rain,  fatigue,  and  hunger  with- 
out a  murmur.  These  attributes,  when  added  to  their  bravery,  make 
soldiers  of  which  the  country  may  be  proud.  I  also  feel  it  my  duty  to 
praise  the  courage  and  efficiency  of  my  staff — Lieutenant  Fitzwilliam, 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general  and  aide-de-camp  j  Lieutenant  Martin, 
inspector,  who  was  wounded  above  the  knee  by  a  shell  j  Lieut.  George 
H.  Hollister,  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  missing,  after 
displaying  great  gallantry  in  his  transmission  of  your  orders  to  me ; 
Lieut.  Mundy  Allen,  topographical  engineer — all  of  whom  have  endeared 
themselves  to  me  by  their  prompt  and  intelligent  performance  of  their 
appropriate  duties.  I  would,  in  an  especial  manner,  mention  the  name 
of  one  of  my  orderlies,  Josiah  F.Mitchell,  Company  B,  Thirty-third  Ohio 
Volunteers,  who  displayed  marked  courage  and  intelligence. 

I  went  into  the  fight  with  1,646  officers  and  men,  minus  two  com- 
panies Thirty-third  Ohio,  under  Major  Ely,  and  Tenth  Wisconsin,  who 
were  detached  to  guard  the  train. 

My  losses  are : 

Thirty -eighth  Indiana. — Killed:  Capt.  J.  E.  Fonts  and  14  enlisted 
men.  Wounded :  Lieuts.  T.  S.  W.  Hawkins,  M.  T.  Davis,  and  84  enlisted 
men.    Missing  (wounded),  3. 

Thirty  third  Ohio. — Killed,  2;  wounded,  19;  missing,  4. 

Second  Ohio. — Killed:  Lieut.  Col.  John  Kell  and  9  enlisted  men. 
Wounded:  Captains  Hazlett  and  Maxwell,  Lieutenant  Van  Horn,  and 
29  enlisted  men.     Missing,  3. 

Ninety-fourth  Ohio. — Killed,  2.  Wounded:  Colonel  Frizell,  Captain 
Steel,  and  25  enlisted  men.    Missing,  29. 

Tenth  Wisconsin. — Killed,  3.  Wounded :  Capt.  J.  W.  Eoby  and  15 
enlisted  men.    Missing,  6. 

Total  killed,  32;  wounded,  180;  missing,  45.* 
Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  SOEIBI^EE, 
Colonel  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Vols.,  Comdg.  First  Brigade, 

First  Division,  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Capt.  M.  C.  Taylor, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No,  66. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  F,  Griffin,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Infanti-y. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers, 
On  the  Fields  in  front  of  Murfreesboroiigh,  Term.,  January  i,  1863. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by 
my  command  in  the  action  of  December  31,  in  front  of  Murfreesborough, 
ana  subsequent  operations  in  the  field  since  that  date : 
At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  the  command,  oct5upymg 

'^  Riit  ^e  revised  «t»te2Reiit,  p^  Sf* ' 
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tlie  center  of  your  brigade,  moved  to  the  front,  on  the  Nashville  turnpike, 
and  about  8  a.  m.  moved,  through  a  dense  cedar  forest,  toward  the  right 
wing  of  the  army,  which  was  then  hotly  engaged  by  the  enemy.  Alter 
maneuvering  for  about  an  hour,  we  were  ordered  to  retire,  left  in  front, 
through  the  same  forest,  to  near  the  position  first  occupied,  on  the  right 
of  the  pike,  in  the  timber.  Here  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  strong- 
force  on  our  right  and  rear,  charging  toward  the  turnpike.  The  com- 
mand was,  by  your  order,  immediately  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  and 
moved  down  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy,  who  was  now  retiring  before  a 
column  of  our  troops  moving  from  the  pike. 

In  this  movement  the  Ninety -fourth  Ohio  was  on  our  right  and  the 
Tenth  Wisconsin  was  on  our  left.  Company  H,  Captain  Poindexter 
commanding,  and  Company  B,  First  Lieutenant  Lenau  commanding, 
were  deployed  forward  as  skirmishers,  moving  steadily  on  the  skir- 
mishers of  the  enemy,  capturing  6  of  them,  who  were  sent  to  the  rear. 
Continuing  our  movements  about  GOO  yards,  we  met  the  left  of  General 
Negley's  command,  which  was  now  retiring  before  a  heavy  column  of 
the  enemy,  and  moved  into  position  to  their  support.  The  left  of  this 
command  having  passed  to  the  rear  through  our  ranks,  their  center  came 
into  position  on  our  right,  and  some  60  yards  to  the  front.  By  your 
command  the  battalion  was  wheeled  to  the  left,  and  moved  forward 
with  our  left,  now  our  right,  joining  their  line.  Before  we  were  fairly 
in  position,  the  enemy  opened  a  heav;^  fire,  and  the  troops  on  our  right 
fell  back,  leav  ing  the  left  of  the  battalion,  now  the  right,  exposed.  I 
then  moved  the  line  by  the  flank,  striving  to  continue  the  connection. 
The  enemy  now  opening  on  our  line,  we  at  once  faced  to  the  front,  and 
kept  up  a  continuous  fire  for  the  space  of  twenty  minutes,  checking  the 
enemy's  advance,  and  holding  him  in  check  until  your  orders  to  retire 
to  the  pike  were  received.  This  was  done  in  order,  forming  there  on 
the  right  of  the  Second  Ohio  Volunteers.  The  enemy  now  appearing 
in  force  on  the  front,  by  your  orders  we  changed  front  forward  on  left 
company,  and  advanced  into  the  corn  field  in  front  of  the  Chicago  Board 
of  Trade  Battery.  Lying  down  in  this  position,  we  remained,  from  2  p. 
m.  until  dark,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  woods  in  front, 
awaiting  their  expected  advance.  Night  closing  the  engagement,  we 
lay  in  this  position,  with  pickets  advanced,  tintil  daylight,  when  we 
were  relieved,  and  retired  to  the  woods  in  our  rear. 

At  7.30  o'clock  the  engagement  again  opened  on  the  front,  when,  by 
your  orders,  we  moved  forward  on  the  double-quick,  and  were  assigned 
to  position  on  the  right,  to  support  Guenther's  battery.  In  this  position 
we  have  remained  to  present  date,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  and  from  their  batteries  on  the  front. 

In  the  engagement  of  December  31,  the  command  lost,  in  killed,  Capt. 
James  E.  Fonts  and  13  men ;  wounded  and  missing,  supposed  to  be  in 
the  enemy's  hospital,  3  men ;  wounded  and  in  our  hospital.  Second  Lieut. 
M.  T.  Davis,  Company  C  j  Second  Lieut.  Thomas  S.  W.  Hawkins,  Com- 
pany 1,  and  81  men.  Total  killed,  14 ;  wounded  SQ*  For  list  of  names 
of  killed  and  wounded,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  accompanying  report. 

I  cannot  clo«e  without  commending,  for  their  coolness  and  bravery 
on  the  field,  eaah  oMcer  and  soldier  of  my  command  engaged  during  the 
five  days.  Though  sufl:ering  at  times  severely  from  cold,  hunger,  rain, 
and  fatigue,  yei  not  a  murmur  was  heard  nor  a  duty  flinched  from.  To 
Maj.  J.  B.  Glover  I  am  indebted  for  every  support.  In  command  of  the 
skirmishers,  and  during  the  hottest  of  tlie  fight,  he  was  ever  at  his  post. 
His  horse  received  two  wounds,  himself  escaping.    My  adjutant,  George 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  210. 
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H.  Devol,  was  ever  on  t'li«j  alert,  and  rendered  much  valuaoie  assistance. 
Of  our  chaplain,  Eev.  L.  E.  Carson,  too  much  cannot  be  said.  In  his 
attention  and  devotion  to  the  wounded  he  was  untiring,  making  this  his 
especial  duty.  We  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  all  were  cared 
for  properly  and  efficiently. 

In  the  death  of  Captain  Pouts  we  lament  the  loss  of  a  brave  officer,  a 
true  patriot,  and  a  warm  friend. 
Yery  respectfully, 

D.  F.  GRIFFIN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Gomdg,  Thirty -eighth  Begt.  Indiana  Vols, 

GEOBaE  H.  Devol, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.^  First  Brig.,  First  Biv.^  Center, 


No.  67. 

Report  of  Maj.  Anson  0.  McCoolc,  Second  Ohio  Infantry, 

Camp  at  Mubfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  7, 1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  briefly,  the  part  taken  by  the 
Second  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers  in  the  action  of  December  31,  1862, 
and  the  following  days. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  after  being  ordered  into  the  woods  on  our 
right  center,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  and  before  being  engaged, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Kell,  then  in  command  of  the  regiment,  was  ordered 
by  Captain  McDowell,  assistant  adjutant-general  on  Major-General 
Rousseau's  staff,  in  person,  to  leave  the  position  assigned  us  in  the 
woods,  and  move  to  the  support  of  Captain  Guenther's  battery  (H), 
[Fifth]  United  States  Artillery,  then  stationed  on  the  left  of  the  main 
Murfreesborough  turnpike.  He  did  so  without,  I  believe,  reporting  to 
you,  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  would  not  admit  of  it.  The  regiment  was 
formed  on  the  flank  of  the  battery,  and,  in  conjunction  with  it,  success- 
fully repulsed  the  efforts  of  a  brigade  to  capture  it,  killing  and  wound- 
ing many  of  the  enemy,  and  capturing  about  30  prisoners  and  a  stand 
of  colors  belonging  to  the  Thirtieth  Regiment  Arkansas  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. At  this  time  you  made  your  appearance  from  the  woods  with 
the  balance  of  the  brigade,  and  from  that  time  until  we  occupied  this 
place  we  were  under  your  eye. 

Our  loss  was  11  officers  and  men  killed  and  34  officers  and  men 
wounded  j  among  the  former,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Kell,  commanding  the 
regiment,  and  First  Lieut.  Richard  S.  Chambers,  Company  F  j  among 
the  latter.  First  Lieut.  Lafayette  Van  Horn,  Company  I,  mortally,  and 
Captains  Maxwell  and  Hazlett  severely.  I  cannot  refrain  from  express- 
ing my  regret  at  the  loss  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kell  and  Lieutenant 
Chambers,  particularly  the  former.  Brave,  competent,  and  energetic, 
he  had  proven  himself  on  several  occasions  well  qualified  for  the  position 
he  held.  His  death  is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  and  his  loss  will  be  se- 
verely felt  by  the  regiment. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  the  regiment  behaved  well,  and  at  some 
future  time  I  will  particularly  recommend  deserving  men  for  promotion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

A.  G.  McCOOK, 
Major  Second  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding, 

Col.  B.  F.  SCBIBNEE, 

Commanding  Ninth  Brigade, 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col  Stephen  A.  Bassford^  Ninety -foiirth  Ohio  Infantry. 

HDQRS.  I^riNETY-FOITRTH  REGTTMENT  OHIO  VOLUNTEERS, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

In  the  Field,  January  — ,  1863. 

lu  obedience  to  orders  from  headquarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  battle  of  Wednesday,  De- 
cember 31,  1862,  and  the  following  days,  by  the  Ninety-fourth  Regi- 
ment : 

My  command,  forming  part  of  the  Ninth  Brigade,  was  ordered  to  move 
forward  toward  Murfreesborough,onthe  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough 
pike.  After  marching  about  IJ  miles,  we  turned  to  the  right,  and  went 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  and  halted  iu  the  woods.  After  waiting  a  short 
period,  we  were  again  moved  forward  to  the  right  and  front  in  double- 
quick,  halted,  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  for  the  first  time  came  under 
fire  of  the  enemy.  Shells  bursting  over  and  around  us,  soon  we  were 
ordered  to  move  to  the  right.  After  marching  a  short  distance,  we  were 
halted.  Remaining  iu  that  position  about  twenty  minutes,  we  were 
again  ordered  to  move  by  the  right. 

We  then  marched  toward  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  and  halted  at  the 
edge  of  the  woods  at  the  time  the  enemy  left  the  woods  and  charged 
one  of  our  batteries.  The  foe  broke  and  fled  precipitately.  We  com- 
menced firing  on  our  right,  and  threw  Company  B  out  as  skirmishers 
on  our  left. 

We  were  then  ordered  into  the  open  field  in  line,  halted,  and  delivered 
several  rounds  at  the  retreating  foe.  Received  orders  to  fix  bayonets, 
which  done,  we  moved  in  double-quick  across  the  field,  following  the 
enemy.  We  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  remaining  but  a  short 
time  J  threw  out  Comi)any  G  as  skirmishers,  advanced  into  the  woods 
about  75  yards,  and  halted. 

After  remaining  here  for  some  time,  we  received  orders  to  move  out 
to  the  right  and  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  we  did,  passing  one  of 
our  batteries  there.  From  this  point  we  crossed  the  pike,  forming  in 
line  along  the  east  side.  From  this  point  I  was  ordered  back  to  bring 
up  ammunition.  The  regiment  remained  here  about  thirty  minutes. 
We  had  several  wounded  at  this  point  by  the  enemy's  artillery. 

The  regiment  was  then  ordered  forward  over  the  crest  of  the  hill  and 
into  the  woods,  by  order  of  (xeneral  Rousseau.  Companies  B  and  G- 
were  advanced  from  this  point,  as  skirmishers.  They  were  soon  brought 
in,  and  the  whole  command  marched  by  the  left  flank,  to  join  on  the 
right  of  the  Tliirty  eighth  Indiana,  then  in  the  open  field.  In  this  posi- 
tion we  were  ordered  to  lie  down.  Many  of  our  men  were  wounded  by 
the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

We  did  not  remain  long  in  this  position,  but  returned  to  the  woods, 
and  after  a  very  brief  stay  we  were  ordered  out  again,  but  not  quite  so 
far  advanced  and  less  exposed  to  the  sharpshooters.  Shortly  after  this, 
our  gallant  colonel,  whose  cheerful  courage  and  constantl}'  encouraging 
presence  had  contributed  effectively  to  the  calmness  and  prompt  obe- 
dience of  the  entire  command,  was  severely  wounded  and  instantly  car- 
ried from  the  field. 

At  this  juncture  the  command  fell  for  a  short  time  upon  Major  Eang. 
Our  left  here  joined  on  the  right  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Indiana.  This 
position  we  held  during  the  night,  throwing  out  pickets  to  the  front. 
No  disturbance  occurred  of  any  imi)ortance. 
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On  Thursday,  January  1, 18G3,  5  a.  m.,  we  were  ordered  to  report  our- 
selves on  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  whicli  being  done,  we  were  marched 
back  to  about  the  position  we  started  from  the  morning  before ;  but  we 
did  not  have  long  to  remain  at  this  point.  "We  had  hardly  stacked  arms 
and  broken  ranks  till  we  heard  that  familiar  sound,  "  Fall  in."  We 
were  marched  back  again  toward  Murfreesborough  in  double-quick. 
After  going  about  1  mile,  we  were  ordered  off  to  the  right  of  the  pike, 
and  formed  into  line. 

Soon  General  McCook  ordered  us  over  to  the  left  of  the  pike.  We 
were,  however,  soon  ordered  back  to  the  point  at  whicli  we  left  the 
pike,  at  which  place  we  were  foraied  into  column  of  companies,  then 
marched  forward  to  the  right  and  front,  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  and  halted, 
facing  south,  forming  a  line.  In  a  few  moments  we  were  ordered  to 
change  front  forward  on  first  company,  which  being  done,  we  marched 
forward  and  were  halted  in  the  edge  of  a  thicket.  Here  we  remained 
till  3  p.  m.,  when  we  were  pushed  to  the  farther  edge  of  the  thicket, 
facing  southwest. 

During  the  night  and  day  following  we  threw  up  breastworks  of  such 
material  as  was  at  hand. 

On  the  evening  following  (January  2)  we  threw  out  heavy  pickets, 
and  this  position  we  occupied,  with  nothing  to  disturb  us,  excepting  the 
annoyance  of  the  enemy^s  sharpshooters,  until  January  5,  when  ordered 
to  march. 

During  the  five  days  we  were  on  the  field,  among  those  wounded  was 
Captain  Steel,  bold  and  brave,  who,  though  suffering  from  severe  sick- 
ness, commanded  his  company  with  praiseworthy  success  until  removed 
from  the  field.  The  officers,  without  exception,  acted  well  their  parts, 
and  in  perfect  concert.  The  men,  obedient  and  prompt,  were  easy  to 
command,  and  are  worthy  of  high  commendation. 

Of  our  chaplain,  Rev.  William  AUington,  I  do  not  think  too  much 
can  be  said.  I  wish  there  were  more  such  in  our  army.  He  followed 
the  regiment  wherever  it  went,  picking  up  the  wounded  and  carrying 
them  off*  the  field ;  and  after  we  were  through  with  the  day's  fight,  he 
would  spend  his  nights  at  the  hospitals  administering  to  the  wounded. 

The  above  report  is  as  near  correct  as  I  am  able  to  make  it. 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

S.  A.  BASSFOED, 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  Ninety -fourth  Regiment  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry, 

Col.   B.   F.    SCRTBNEK, 

Commanding  Ninth  Brigade^  Third  Division. 


^o.  69. 

Report  of  Col.  Alfred  R.  Chapin^  Tenth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Tenth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Inpantry, 

Camp  at  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.^  January  9,  18G3. 
Sir  :  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  on  December  30,  1862,  at 
12  m.,  the  Tenth  Eegiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  had  arrived  at  a  point  on  the  Xashville  and 
Murfreesborough  pike  3J  miles  from  Murfreesborough.  Heavy  skir- 
mishing was  going  on  at  the  time  in  the  cedar  wood  to  the  right  of  the 
pike.     We  did  not  get  engaged  that  day. 

On  December  31,  at  7  a.  m.,  we  got  under  arms,  and  shortly  after 
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moved  on  the  pike  toward  Murfreesborougli  about  one  lialf  mile.  We 
then  moved  toward  the  wood  on  the  right,  and  soon  engaged  the  enemy. 
After  some  hot  work  they  gradually  ret  bed,  followed  up  by  our  brigade. 
About  this  time  the  Second  Ohio  and  Thirty -third  Ohio  were  detached, 
and  my  regiment,  with  the  Thirty -eighth  Indiana  and  Ninety-fourth 
Ohio,  continued  to  advance  under  a  pretty  hot  skirmish  fire.  After  hav- 
ing advanced  some  distjsnce,  we  were  attacked  by  a  strong  force,  which 
we  held  for  some  time,  until  we  began  to  receive  a  flank  fire  from  the 
right.  Orders  were  received  to  retire  behind  the  line  of  the  Seventeenth 
Brigade,  which  we  did ;  and  as  I  was  about  to  get  ray  regiment  into  line 
I  saw  that  the  Seventeenth  Brigade  was  also  retiring.  I  moved  to  the 
rear  with  them,  and  formed  my  line  on  their  right  and  the  left  of  Loomis' 
battery.  There  I  remained  until  retired  by  your  order,  about  daylight 
the  next  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  at  about  7  o'clock,  we  were  again  moved 
riipidly  forward  on  the  pike  to  near  our  old  position,  where  we  remained 
all  tlirough  the  battle,  but  did  not  have  any  general  engagement  with 
the  enemy  after  December  31. 

1  went  into  the  battle  with  11  officers  and  250  men.  My  loss  is  3  killed, 
1  officer  slightly  wounded,  15  enlisted  men  wounded,  and  6  missing. 

My  loss  would  probably  have  been  larger,  but  the  nature  of  the  ground 
where  we  were  engaged  in  the  woods  was  such  that  the  men  had  some 
])rotection. 

Very  respectfullv,  youc  obedient  servant, 

A.  R.  CHAPIN, 
Colonel  Tenth  Regiment  Wisconsiyi  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Ninth  Brigade. 


No.  70. 


Report  of  Col.  John  Beatty,   Third  Ohio  Infantry^  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Murfreenhorough^  Tenn.j  January  9,  18()3. 

Sir  :  In  the  recent  engagement  before  Murfreesborough  tbe  casualties 
in  my  brigade  were  as  follows:* 

Colonel  Forman,  Fifteenth  Kentucky,  was  killed  in  the  cedar  woods 
on  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo.  He  was  a  brave  man  and  an  excel- 
lent officer.  Captain  Bayne,  of  same  regiment,  fell  at  the  same  time, 
while  urging  his  men  forward. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Shanklin,  Forty-second  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, was  surrounded  by  a  superior  force  on  the  morning  of  January 
3,  and  taken  by  the  enemy.  Col.  George  Humphrey,  Eighty-eighth  In- 
diana, was  wounded  on  the  night  of  January  3,  in  expelling  the  enemy 
from  the  woods  in  our  front.  He  behaved  gallantly  throughout  the 
fight.  Capt.  L.  S.  Bell,  Third  Ohio  Infantry,  wounded  at  the  same  time, 
conducted  himself  with  great  courage. 

Lieutenant-Colonels  Lawson,  Tiiird  Ohio,  and  Briant,  Eighty -eighth 
Indiana j  Capt.  J.  H.  Bryant,  Forty-second  Indiana;  Lieutenants  Du- 
Barry  and  Wildman,  Eighty-eighth  Indiana;  J.  B.  McEoberts,  Third 

*  Embodied  iu  revised  statement,  p.  210. 
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Ohio;  Horrall  and  Orr,  Forty-second  Indiana;  Mr.  James  K.  Patter- 
son, Evansvilie,  and  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  James  S.  Wilson,  deserve 
especial  praise.  Capt.  0.  O  Loomis  and  Lieutenants  Van  Pelt  and  Hale, 
of  the  First  Michigan  Batterj^,  rendered  most  important  service  through- 
out the  entire  battle.  No  men  could  have  conducted  themselves  with 
more  courage  and  ability.  There  are  other  officers  and  men  who  should 
be  mentioned  favorably,  but  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders  have 
failed  to  reach  me,  and  it  is  impossible,  therefore,  to  give  them  the  credit 
they  deserve. 

My  brigade  had  three  separate  encounters  with  the  enemy  on  the  first 
day.    On  the  second  and  third  days  it  was  in  front  a  portion  of  the  time. 

Skirmishing  on  the  night  of  January  3,  two  regiments,  led  by  myself, 
drove  the  enemy  from  their  breastworks  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  our 
front. 

I  trust  the  conduct  of  the  brigade  throughout  may  be  satisfactory. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  BEATTY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade, 

Capt.  M.  0.  Taylor, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division, 


Ko.  71. 


Reports  of  Col,  John  C.  Starkweather,  First  Wisconsin  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Twenty-eighth  Brigade, 
Camp  at  Jefferson,  near  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  December  31,  1862. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  30th*  instant  tue  train  of 
the  Twenty-eighth  Brigade,  consisting  of  64  wagons,  loaded  with  camp 
equipage,  stores,  officers^  baggage,  knapsacks,  &c.,  was  sent  from  Stew- 
artsborough  at  8.30  a.  m.  for  this  point,  unprotected,  save  by  the  con- 
valescents and  a  small  guard  left  to  the  rear  for  protection,  10  wagons 
loaded  with  rations.  The  head  of  the  train  had  just  arrived  in  camp, 
and  while  in  process  of  being  parked,  the  rear  and  center  of  the  same 
was  attacked  by  a  portion  of  General  Wheeler's  cavalry  brigade;  while 
the  remainder  of  his  brigade,  he  being  in  command,  as  also  a  part  of  a 
brigade  under  command  of  Colonel  Allen,  advanced  on  both  sides  of  the 
highway  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  brigade  force  and  destroying 
the  whole  train.  The  outposts  and  pickets,  however,  being  on  the  alert, 
met  the  enemy  at  the  front  and  held  them  in  check  until  the  brigade 
was  formed  and  ready  for  battle. 

1  immediately  ordered  the  train  at  double-quick  to  be  parked;  sent 
the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin,  under  Colonel  Hobart,  to  the  front  and  rear 
of  train ;  ordered  the  First  Wisconsin,  Colonel  Bingham,  to  deploy  right 
and  left  from  the  center  as  skirmishers,  and  to  press  forward ;  moved 
one  regiment,  the  Twenty -fourth  Illinois,  under  Colonel  Mihalotzy,  to 
the  bridge  crossing  the  river,  together  with  one  section  of  artillery,  and 
then  advanced  to  the  front  with  the  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania,  Colo- 
nel Hambright,  and  two  sections  of  artillery.  First  Kentucky,  Captain 
Stone. 

My  advance,  the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin,  was  soon  hotly  engaged, 
and,  being  pressed  severely  by  the  enemy  in  front  and  on  the  left,  they 

*  See  Wheel^r^s  report,  No.  301 ;  Mauldin's  report,  No  302. 
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passed  to  the  rigbt  of  the  highway  and  occupied  a  hill,  upon  which  was 
a  log-house,  giving  them  a  good  fighting  position.  The  Second  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry,  Captain  Craddock,  about  50  strong,  was  then  sent  to  the 
left  and  front  to  feel  the  enemy,  and  at  once  became  engaged.  The  right 
wing  of  the  First  Wisconsin  was  rallied  on  the  right,  and  placed  in  rear 
of  the  first  section  of  artillery,  which  was  then  upon  the  hill  occupied 
by  the  Twenty-first  Wisconsin,  opening  with  shell.  The  Seventy-ninth 
Pennsylvania  was  placed  in  rear  of  the  left  wing  of  the  First  Wiscon- 
sin, which  was  skirmishing  to  the  front.  One  section  of  artillery  opeueil 
upon  the  enemy  in  front  as  between  my  infantry  on  the  right  and  left. 

The  engagement  at  this  time  became  general,  as  between  the  enemj^ 
and  the  First  and  Twenty -first  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  and  two 
sections  of  the  First  Kentucky  Battery,  the  enemy  acting  principally 
on  foot,  supported  by  two  field  howitzers.  The  enemy  was,  however, 
finally  repulsed,  and  left  the  field  after  severe  fighting,  the  engagement 
lasting  two  hours  and  ten  minutes,  the  brigade  following  1^  miles,  when, 
deeming  my  rear  untsafe,  I  ordered  the  command  to  retire,  and  went  into 
camp  on  the  north  side  of  Stone's  River,  near  Jefferson. 

The  enemy's  force,  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained,  was  some  3,500 
strong;  strength  of  my  force  was  about  1,700.  The  enemy's  loss  in 
killed,  as  learned  from  prisoners  taken  since  the  fight,  was  83.  Their 
loss  in  wounded  must  have  been  very  severe ;  but  as  the  wounded  and 
dead  were  carried  away  mostly  by  the  cavalry  upon  their  horses,  it  is 
impossible  to  give  their  loss  with  certainty.  Eight  prisoners  were  taken 
and  paroled,  two  of  whom  were  mortally  wounded.  A  lieutenant-colonel 
of  Wheeler's  brigade  was  also  mortally  wounded. 

Casualties  upon  our  side  were  as  per  recapitulation,  the  chief  part  of 
the  loss  being  convalescents,  who  were  with  the  train  when  attacked. 
Twenty  wagons  from  the  rear  of  the  train  were  taken  and  destroyed  by 
fire,  with  the  contents  thereof,  consisting  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
of&cers'  and  men's  clothing,  &c. 

The  troops  under  my  command  acted  with  great  coolness  and  bravery ; 
no  flinching,  no  running,  but  the  utmost  coolness  shown  by  all,  adding 
another  creditable  mark  to  the  old  Twenty -eighth  Brigade. 

Staff  officers  and  orderlies  carried  orders  fearlessly  to  different  parts 
of  the  field,  entitling  them  to  great  credit  and  to  my  thanks. 


Casualties. 

Oomnuuid. 
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1 

Missing. 

§ 
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4 

1 
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13 

1 
52 
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"3 
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7 

2l8t  Wisconsin 

1 

41 

Ist  Wisconsin 

2C 

1st  Kentucky  Battery 

2 

24th  niinois 

52 

1 

8 

104 

9 

122 

The  missing  are  prisoners  taken  with  train,  most  of  them  being  con- 
valescents, and  will  undoubtedly  be  paroled. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

JOHN  C.  STARKWEATHEK, 
Colonel  First  Wisconsin  Vols.,  Comdg.  Twenty-eighth  Brigade, 

Capt.  M.  C,  Tj\ylor, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division. 
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Headquarters  Twenty  eighth  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Murfreesboroicgh,  Tenn.^  January  G,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Brigade  left  Jefferson,  in  accordance  with  orders,  and  reported 
at  5  p.  m.  for  duty,  bringing  in  one  field  howitzer  belonging  to  the  Fifth 
Wisconsin  Battery,  and  some  250  cavalry  of  different  regiments,  as  also 
many  stragglers  from  infantry  regiments  that  were  found  on  the  Jefferson 
and  La  Vergne  pike  and  roads  adjacent  thereto,  who  had  participated 
in  the  fight  in  front  of  Muifreesborough  that  day  or  the  day  previous. 

On  the  1st  instant  the  brigade  was  maneuvered,  changing  positions, 
fronts,  &c.  5  going  into  camp,  formed  in  line,  with  battalions  doubled  on 
the  center,  the  left  resting  on  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike, 
right  on  the  left  of  General  Johnson's  troops.  The  following  morning 
the  brigade  was  ordered  by  General  Rousseau  to  deploy  into  line  and 
advance  to  the  front  to  the  support  of  our  batteries,  then  in  action.  The 
change  of  position  was  made,  and  the  gallant  Twenty-eighth  Brigade 
moved  to  the  front  to  give  such  support,  with  unflinching  courage,  amid 
a  most  tremendous  rebel  fire  of  solid  shot  and  shell,  and  remained  in 
such  supporting  position  until  another  change  was  made,  when  it  was 
sent  to  the  extreme  front,  and  ordered  to  hold  the  same,  which  post  it 
occupied  the  2d,  3d,  and  4:th,  changing  position  from  time  to  time,  as 
the  nature  of  circumstances  seemed  to  require,  supporting  batteries, 
pioneer  corps,  &c.,  in  digging  trenches ;  and  although  not  brought  into 
place  where  its  own  fire  could  be  made  to  tell  effectively,  yet,  from  the 
duties  performed  by  it,  under  the  continued  and  severe  fire  of  shot 
and  shell  of  the  enemy,  it  is  entitled  to  all  praise.  Casualties  as  per 
recapitulation. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JOH]N  0.  STAKKWEATHER, 
Colonel  First  Wisconsin^  Comdg,  Tiventy -eighth  Brigade. 

Oapt.  M.  0.  Taylor, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division. 


Becapitulaiion  of  casualties. 

Commiuid. 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

H 

94tli  TlHnrtU 

1 
2 

3 
8 
4 
1 

....„ 

4 

79th  Pennsylvania 

10 

let  Wisconsin , 

7 

Ist  Kentucky  Battery 

1 

Total 

3 

16 

3 

22 

No.  72. 

Reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  Oliver  L.  Shepflerd,  Eighteenth  U.  8.  Infantry,  com- 
manding Fourth  (Regular)  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Brigade  U.  S.  Regular  Troops, 
Third  Div.  (Eousseau's),  Center,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Murfreesborough ^  Tenn.,  January  10,  18C3. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  res])ectfully,  to  report  the  oi)erations  of  this 
brigade,  under  my  orders,  during  the  recent  five  days'  battle  before  this 
place. 
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The  brigade,  on  going  into  action,  consisted  of  the  First  Battalion 
Fiftef'nth  U.  S.  Infantry,  comprising  16  officers  and  304  enlisted  men  for 
duty,  Major  King  commanding;  the  First  Battalion  Sixteenth  U.  S. 
Infantry,  and  Company  B,  Second  Battalion,  same  regiment,  attached, 
comprising  15  officers  and  293  enlisted  men.  Major  Slemmer  command- 
ing; Battery  H,  Fifth  II.  S.  Artillery,  comprising  3  officers  and  120 
enlisted  men  for  duty,  Captain  Guenther  commanding ;  the  First  Bat- 
talion Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  and  Companies  A  and  1),  Third  Bat^ 
talion  same  regiment,  attached,  comprising  16  officers  and  272  enlisted 
men.  Major  Caldwell  commanding;  the  Second  Battalion  Eigliteenth 
U.  S.  Infantry,  and  Companies  B,  C,  E,  and  F,  Third  Battalion  same 
regiment,  attached,  comprising  16. officers  and  298  enlisted  men,  Major 
Townsend  commanding ;  six  companies.  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  and  F,  First 
Battalion  Nineteenth  IT.  S.  Infantry,  comprising  10  officers  and  198  en- 
listed men,  Major  Carpenter  comnianding ;  making  a  total  of  77  officers 
and  1,485  enlisted  men,  not  including  the  staff'  officers  and  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  brigade,  4  in  number,  and  1  acting  sergeant- 
major  (Commissary- Sergeant  Gill,  Third  Battalion). 

The  balance  of  the  brigade,  including  the  sick,  were  left  behind  to 
guard  the  brigade  and  battalion  trains,  where  they  did  good  service, 
under  their  respective  battalion  quartermasters,  in  repelling  the  attacks 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  saving  thereby  the  entire  trains  of  the  brigade. 
The  musicians  were  under  the  orders  of  the  various  surgeons. 

The  brigade,  thus  constituted  and  in  the  order  enumerated,  went  first 
into  action  under  your  eye  and  general  supervision  at  about  9.30  a.  m. 
December  31,  1862,  forming  line  in  the  dense  cedar  forest  to  the  right 
of  the  turnpike  and  railroad,  with  design  of  succoring  the  right  wing  of 
the  army,  under  Major-General  McCook.  After  being  placed  partially, 
in  quick  time,  in  position  and  line,  the  rebel  enemy  attacked  briskly  the 
two  battalions  (Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth)  on  the  right  of  the  battery. 
On  observing  that  the  battery  and  the  three  battalions  to  the  left  were 
separated  from,  and  not  in  view  of,  these  two  battalions,  I  sent  ray  act- 
ing assistant  adjutant-general.  Lieutenant  Sutherland,  with  orders  to 
Major  King  to  take  the  command  on  the  right,  while  I  proceeded  toward 
the  center  and  left  of  the  brigade  to  bring  them  into  this  contest,  which 
was  shortly  terminated  by  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  being  forced  to 
retire  with  considerable  loss  ;  not,  however,  without  having  checked  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  who  soon  succeeded  in  possessing  the  flank  by 
their  long  extended  line,  and  having  at  first  been  deceived  by  the  en- 
emy, who  advanced  dressed  in  American  uniform,  and  without  firing 
till  within  a  short  distance,  supported  by  a  heavy  line  behind.  (See 
official  report  of  Capt.  J.  Fulmer,  commanding  First  Battalion  Fif 
teenth  Infantry.) 

A  regiment,  believed  to  be  the  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteers,  withstood  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  along  with  these  two  battalions. 

On  arriving  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  I  found  that  the  battery  had 
fortunately  received  your  orders  to  retire  by  the  same  narrow  cut  in  tbc 
cedar  forest  by  which  the  brigade  first  entered.  The  three  battalions 
of  the  Eighteenth  and  Nineteenth  were  directed  to  accompany  this  move- 
ment just  in  time  to  save  the  battery  from  capture,  and  under  fire  of  the 
advancing  enemy. 

In  this  first  conflict  in  the  cedar  forest.  Captain  Bell,  of  the  Fifteenth, 
was  killed,  and  Captain  York  and  Lieutenant  Occleston,  Fifteenth,  se 
verely  wounded,  and  also  about  8  enlisted  men  were  killed  and  42 
wounded. 

After  emerging  from  the  cedar  forest,  the  battiilions  of  the  brigade 
drew  up  in  their  proper  positions  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  battery, 
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which  had  takon  position,  from  which,  by  its  effective  fire,  the  advancing 
lines  of  the  enemy  were  driven  back  and  dispersed  from  view  in  the 
forest. 

While  waiting  in  this  position,  the  enemy's  batteries  to  the  front, 
along  the  turnpike  and  railroad,  were  throwing  shot  and  shell  upon  our 
ground,  by  which  Captain  Dennison,  Second  Battalion,  Eighteenth,  lost 
his  leg,  and  the  heroic  first  sergeant,  George  F.  White,  of  Company  F, 
Third  Battalion,  his  life.  Other  men  of  the  brigade  were  also  killed 
and  wounded. 

At  about  12  m.  the  brigade,  including  the  battery,  was  again  directed 
to  advance  to  thefront  along  the  railroad  and  turnpike,  and,  after  reach- 
ing the  farther  side  of  the  open  ground,  was  suddenly  directed  to  the 
right,  to  enter  again  the  cedar  forest,  to  sustain  the  troops  which  were 
receding,  exhausted  of  ammunition.  This  movement  was  made  in  pur- 
suance of  orders  directly  from  yourself  and  Major- Gen ernl  Thomas. 
The  brigade  being  halted  just  along  the  edge  of  the  forest,  the  battery 
was  ordered  to  retake  the  former  slightly  elevated  site  near  the  railroad. 

The  brigade,  having  the  battalion  of  the  Nineteenth  shifted,  at  the 
request  of  its  commanding  ofi&cer,  Major  Carpenter,  from  extreme  left 
to  position  in  line  between  the  battalions  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Six- 
teenth, was  projected  about  50  yards  into  the  dense  cedar  forest  toward 
the  enemy,  and,  after  allowing  our  retiring  regiments  to  pass  through 
the  lines  to  the  rear,  the  fire  was  opened  in  return  to  that  of  the  pur- 
suing enemy.  The  excellence  of  the  firing  by  file  by  all  the  battalions 
of  the  brigade  could  not  be  excelled,  and  was  terrifying  and  destructive 
to  the  enemy,  who  were  brought  to  a  stand  for  about  twenty  minutes. 

During  this  stubborn  combat  most  of  our  losses  in  killed  and  wounded 
took  place;  Major  Slemmer,  commanding  Sixteenth,  wounded  at  its  com- 
mencement. The  enemy's  lines  extending, however,  beyond  both  flanks 
of  the  brigade,  enabled  them  to  pour  an  incessant  fire  from  three  direc- 
tions— the  front,  left,  and  right  flanks  j  and  the  brigade  being  unsup- 
ported by  any  other  forces  on  either  flank,  and  having  secured  the  re- 
quired time  for  the  receding  regiments  to  reform,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
order  a  retreat,  which  was  probably  quite  long  enough  deferred. 

Just  after  the  order  to  retreat  was  given,  a  regiment  came  up  in  line 
in  the  open  field  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade,  but  its  fire,  though 
brisk,  came  too  late,  and  was  unavailing  against  so  large  a  force  as  filled 
the  forest,  three  lines  being  discernible. 

It  is  proper  here  to  remark  that,  notwithstanding  the  loss  in  the  bri- 
gade had  been  nearly  half  its  strength,  the  battalions  evidently  gave 
ground  with  reluctance,  probably  not  having  looked  to  such  result,  and 
being  too  much  engaged  to  know  the  full  extent  of  their  losses.  The 
retreat  of  the  brigade  across  the  open  field  was  done  handsomely,  and 
with  as  much  order  as  was  desirable,  having  in  view  to  prevent  further 
loss  of  life.  On  this  retreat  Major  King,  commanding  the  Fifteenth, 
and  Captain  Douglass,  acting  field  officer  of  the  First  Battalion  Eight- 
eenth Infantry,  were  wounded,  causing  them  both  to  retire  to  the 
liospital. 

The  brigade  was  at  this  time  reformed  in  line  near  the  railroad,  in 
proper  place,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  battery,  as  directed  in  previous 
orders,  for  the  formation  in  line  of  battle,  and  in  this  position  it  remained 
the  balance  of  the  day  and  during  the  following  night,  within  reach  of 
the  enemy's  cannon. 

In  this  last  terrific  combat  in  the  cedar  forest  many  brave  men  and 
oflficers  perished;  4  officers  killed  and  18  wounded,  and  78 enlisted  meD 
killed  and  430  enlisted  men  wounded,  exclusive  of  the  missing. 
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At  the  moment  of  rotreatiog  a  few  steps,  the  brave  and  gallant  Major 
Carpenter,  commanding  the  Mneteenth  Infantry,  fell  from  his  horse 
with  six  mortal  wounds,  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  left  wing 
of  the  brigade,  First  and  Second  Battalions  Eighteenth  Infantry,  was, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  battle,  committed  mostly  to  Major  Town- 
send,  the  rigiit  wing,  deprived  of  its  field  officers,  requiring,  as  I  thought, 
more  of  my  attention. 

About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  an  extended  line  of  men  was  dis- 
covered far  to  our  front,  advancing  with  our  national  colors,  and,  having 
passed  over  a  slight  rise,  descended  into  a  corresponding  depression, 
partially  concealing  them,  when  a  white  flag  with  a  dark  ball  in  its  cen- 
ter was  substituted,  after  which  they  unfurled  the  rebel  flag  j  whereupon 
Captain  Guenther  directed  the  fire  of  his  battery,  causing  the  line  to 
break  in  double-quick  time  to  their  left  flank  and  disappear  into  the 
cedar  forest. 

Though  occasionally  visited  by  the  enemy's  shot,  but  little  heed  was 
given  to  it,  and  thus  closed  the  action  of  the  brigade  the  first  day,  being 
the  last  of  the  year,  December  31, 1862.  During  the  night  our  wounded 
were  gathered  together,  as  far  as  the  enemy's  pickets  would  permit. 

A  short  time  before  daybreak  of  New  Year's  day  the  brigade  retired, 
according  to  orders,  to  a  point  in  the  rear  of  the  commanding  geueraPs 
headquarters,  to  meet  an  attack  on  our  right.  Some  shiftings  of  position 
took  place  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  it  marched  toward  Stewart's  Creek, 
and  on  arriving  near  there  it  was  ordered  back  in  double-quick  time, 
which  being  executed,  and  night  coming  on,  the  brigade  bivouacked 
on  the  left  of  the  roadway  and  near  the  commanding  general's  head 
quarters. 

On  the  third  day  (the  2d  instant)  the  brigade  marched,  before  break- 
fasting, to  the  front  to  meet  the  enemy's  attack,  and  we  retained  this 
position  during  the  day  and  following  night,  the  battery  assisting  to 
silence  the  enemy's  batteries  and  eflect  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  in  their 
attack  on  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  under  General  Crittenden,  in  the 
afternoon. 

On  the  3d  instant  (the  fourth  day)  the  brigade  and  battery  moved 
forward  to  the  standpoint  of  the  first  day,  December  31,  1862,  where 
slight  epaulements  were  thrown  up,  principally  by  the  men  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  encamped  within  them,  though  rendered  almost  untenable 
by  heavy  rains,  which  filled  them  partially  with  water  and  made  the 
adjoining  grounds  miry.  As  this  day  closed,  and  at  dark,  a  severe 
attack  was  made  by  some  portion  of  the  division  upon  the  enemy  in 
front,  which  resulted  in  gaining  possession  of  the  enemy's  first  line  of 
breastworks  for  a  time,  and  subsequently  abandoning  them,  owing  to 
exhausted  ammunition. 

On  the  4th  instant  I  reported,  at  7.30  a.  m.,  that  the  enemy  had  evac- 
uated our  front.  The  brigade  held  the  same  position,  employing  the 
day  and  following  night  in  the  sad  duty  of  collecting  our  dead,  who 
were  interred  with  military  honors  just  in  front  of  our  iutrenchments, 
and  on  the  standpoint  of  the  brigade  and  battery,  maintained  from  the 
first  to  the  last  day's  conflict. 

The  heavy  rains  of  the  2d  and  3d  instant  covered  this  position  and 
the  trenches  with  mud  and  water,  in  which  the  whole  brigade  had  to 
stand  or  recline  while  seeking  to  obtain  a  little  rest.  Not  a  murmur 
escaped  the  lip  in  all  this  trying  and  painful  as  well  as  arduous  and 
dangerous  service.  On  the  contrary,  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  were 
evident  on  their  countenances,  and  this  while  subsistence  \s'^as  so  scarce 
as  to  force  a  consumption  of  horses  killed  in  the  battle. 
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It  is  hoped  that  the  bearing  and  whole  career  of  this  brigade  of  reg- 
ular troops  during  the  five  days'  conflict  were  of  a  character  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  major  general  commanding  the  division. 

The  brigade  was  not  without  the  ambition  of  deserving  also  the  com- 
mendation of  Major-General  Thomas,  commanding  the  center,  whose 
experience  has  been  so  successful  and  so  long,  and  likewise  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, whose  uniform  success  inspired  confidence.  In  fine, 
the  brigade  having  combatted  so  well,  we  need  hardly  search  for  exam- 
ples, but  should  rest  satisfied  that  there  are  none  to  excel  it  in  courageous 
action  and  mournful  losses. 

Of  77  officers  with  the  battalions,  5  were  killed  and  21  wounded, 
some  mortally ;  and  of  1,366  enlisted  men,  90  men  were  killed  and  469 
wounded,  many  mortally,  besides  47  missing,  supposed  to  be  prisoners. 
The  Crisualties  of  the  battery  were  not  so  great,  on  account  of  its  posi- 
tion and  of  its  fire  dispersing  every  line  of  the  enemy  approaching  suf- 
ficiently near,  at  one  time  completely  routing  the  Second  Arkansas 
(rebel)  Eegiment,  causing  it  to  abandon  its  colors,  whi(;h  were  picked 
up  by  skirmishers  of  the  Second  Eegiment  Ohio  Yolunteers  before  iho 
officer  sent  for  it  reached  the  ground  where  the  regiment  was  broken; 
and  22  rebel  prisoners  were  taken  during  the  day. 

Captain  Guen therms  battery,  attached,  could  scarcely  ha\  e  been  excelled 
for  the  skill  and  effectiveness  of  its  fire,  and  the  co')l,  brave  conduct  of 
its  officers  and  men.  For  six  days  and  nights  the  harness  was  never 
taken  from  the  horses  either  for  food  or  water,  the  horses  being  kept 
patiently  on  the  alert  at  the  pieces. 

Appended  is  a  list  of  the  officers  killed  and  wounded,  and  a  consoli- 
dated report  of  the  total  killed  and  w^ounded ;  also  the  reports  of  chiefs 
of  battalions  and  of  the  battery.  They  are  admirably  drawn,  and  ex- 
hibit more  minutely  the  operations  of  the  particular  commands,  and  are 
of  great  interest. 

The  honor  of  this  brave  conduct  of  the  brigade  belongs  properly  to 
the  chiefs  of  battalions  and  of  the  battery,  respectively.  Majors  King, 
Carpenter,  Slemmer,  Townsend,  and  Caldwell;  and,  after  Majors  King 
and  Slemmer  were  wounded  and  Major  Carpenter  was  killed,  to  their 
successors.  Captains  Crofton,  Sixteenth,  Fulmer,  Fifteenth,  Mulligan, 
Nineteenth  Infantry,  and  also  to  Captain  Guenther,  commanding  Bat- 
tery H,  Fifth  Artillery.  Great  credit  is  reflected  by  the  good  condition 
of  their  respective  commands. 

The  brigade  staff,  Captain  Kinney,  quartermaster;  First  Lieutenants 
Mills,  commissary,  and  Sutherland,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  acting  assist- 
ant adjutant-general  of  the  brigade,  accorai)anied  me  into  action  with 
the  brigade,  and  performed  the  duties  of  carrying  orders  and  all  the 
other  duties  required  of  them  with  courage,  zeal,  and  ability.  Assistant 
Surgeon  Lindsly,  acting  brigade  surgeon,  and  Acting  Surgeons  Patton 
and  Henderson  were  actively  and  zealously  occupied  at  the  various 
hospitals  during  the  whole  time.  Dr.  Lindsly  visited  at  different  times 
the  field. 

Eesting  in  the  hope  that  this  brigade,  but  recently  organized,  has  dis- 
played in  this  great  battle  of  five  days'  duration  a  career  worthy  the 
approbation  of  the  Government  an'.i  the  cause  in  which  engaged.  1  have 
the  honor,  respectfully,  to  subscribe  myself,  very  truly,  your  humble 
servant,  &c., 

O.  L.  SHEPHEED, 
Ideutenant- Colonel  Eighteenth  U.  8.  Infantry^  Gomdg.  Brig, 

Maj   Gen.  Lovell  H.  Eousseau, 

Comdg,  Third  Division,  Center,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
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List  of  i  ommissioned  officers  Jcilled  and  wounded. 

Headquarters  Brigade  XJ.  S.  Eecjular  Troops, 
Third  Division,  Center,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

January  10,  1863. 

Killed. — Maj.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  Nineteenth  Infantry;  Capt.  William  W. 
Wise,  Fifteenth  Infantry ;  Capt.  J.  B.  Bell,  Fifteenth  Infantry ;  Capt. 
Charles  L.  Kneass,  First  Battalion  Eighteenth  Infantry;  Second  Lieut. 
J.  F.  Hitchcock,  Second  Battalion  Eii^hteenth  Infantry. 

Wounded. — Maj.  John  H.  King,  Fifteenth  Infantry;  Maj.  A.  J.  Slem- 
mer.  Sixteenth  Infantry,  severely;  Capt.  Joseph  S.  York,  Fifteenth 
Infantry,  slightly ;  Capt.  Robert  P.  Barry,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  severely ; 
Capt.  John  C.  King,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  severely;  Capt.  Newton  L. 
. Dykeman,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  slightly;  Capt.  Henry  Douglass,  First 
Battalion  Eighteenth  Infantry,  slightly  ;  Capt.  D.  L.  Wood,  First  Bat- 
talion Eighteenth  Infantry,  slightly ;  Capt.  R.  B.  Hull,  First  Battalion 
Eighteenth  Infantry,  severely ;  Capt.  Charles  E.  Dennison,  Second  Bat- 
talion Eighteenth  Infantry,  severely;  Capt.  A.  B.  Thompson,  Second 
Battalion  Eighteenth  Infantry,  severely;  Capt.  Henry  Haymond,  Third 
Battalion  Eighteenth  Infantry,  slightly ;  First  Lieut.  W.  B.  Occleston, 
Fifteenth  Infantry,  severely;  First  Lieut.  W.H.Bartholomew,  Sixteenth 
Infantry,  severely ;  First  Lieut.  John  Power,  adjutant  Sixteenth  In- 
fantry, severely ;  First  Lieut.  James  C.  Howland,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
slightly ;  First  Lieut.  Joseph  McConnell,  First  Battalion  Eighteenth 
Infantry,  severely;  First  Lieut.  Morgan  L.  Ogden,  Second  Battalion 
Eighteenth  Infantry,  severely ;  First  Lieut.  James  Simons,  Second  Bat- 
talion Eighteenth  Infantry,  severely ;  Second  Lieut.  G.  S.  Carpenter, 
First  Battalion  Eighteenth  Infantry,  severely ;  Second  Lieut.  John  I. 
Adair,  First  Battalion  Eighteenth  Infantry,  slightly. 

O.  L.  SHEPHERD, 
Lieut.  Col.  Eighteenth  Infantry^  U.  S.  Armyy  Comdg.  Brigade, 
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Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brig.,  First  Dit.,  14th  Army  Corps, 

Camp  at  Murfreeshoro^igh,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  desire  respectfully  to  state  that,  owin^  in  part  to  Capt.  H. 
Douglass,  First  Battalion  Eighteenth  Infantry,  not  being  a  commander 
during  the  recent  battle,  I  have  forgotten  him  in  my  reports ;  therefore 
I  desire  respectfully  to  give  an  outline  of  his  service. 

He  was  commander  of  the  First  Battalion  from  its  organization,  in 
the  fall  of  1801,  and  continued  so  through  all  the  trying  campaign  of 
Mill  Springs,  up  to  May  26,  1862,  just  before  entering  Corinth,  and  has 
ever  since  been  acting  field  officer. 

In  the  performance  of  said  duty  he  was  distinguished  in  the  battle  of 
Perry  ville,  and  wounded  in  the  great  battle  of  Stone's  Elver,  during  the 
heavy  conflict  in  the  cedars,  on  December  31,  1S62. 

Having  his  wound  dressed,  and  with  his  arm  in  a  sling,  he  reported 
for  duty  as  the  brigade  moved  to  the  front,  January  2,  but  was  directed 
shortly  after  to  go  again  to  the  hospital. 

He  has  always  been  brave  and  zealous,  and  is  again  in  command  of 
his  battalion,  which  owes  much  of  its  instruction  to  him.  I  hope  it  may 
not  be  too  late  to  have  justice  done  him. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,- 

O.  L.  SHEPHEBD, 
Colonel,  U.  8,  Army^  Commanding  Brigade, 

Col.   C.   GODDARD, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Qen.  and  Chief  of  Staffs  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 


Kg.  73. 

Report  of  Capt.  Jesse  Fulmer,  Fifteenth  U,  8,  Infantry, 

HpQRS.  First  Batt.  Fifteenth  U.  S.  Infantry, 

Camp  at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  morning  of  December 
31,  1862,  the  First  Battalion  Fifteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  comprising  eight 
companies,  entered  into  action  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  under 
the  command  of  Maj.  John  H.  King. 

The  number  of  enlisted  men  present  and  entering  into  action  was 
304;  Lieutenant  Ogilby,  battalion  adjutant,  and  the  following  company 
officers,  to  wit,  Captains  Fulmer,  Wise,  Bell,  Keteltas,  and  York,  and 
Lieutenants  Jewett,  Wikoft,  Woodward,  Occleston,  King,  Semple,  Gal- 
loway, and  Gray,  were  present  and  participated  in  the  engagement. 

The  aggregate  strength  of  the  battalion  on  entering  into  action  was 
319,  officers  and  men. 

This  battalion,  with  the  others  of  the  brigade  of  regulars,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shepherd,  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  advanced 
several  hundred  yards  into  a  dense  forest  of  cedars,  about  9  o^clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo,  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  Fifteenth, 
with  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  on  the  left,  were 
moved  a  short  distance  from  the  other  battalions  of  the  brigade  and 
formed  in  line  of  battle.  Captain  Keteltas'  company  was  immediately 
ordered  forward  as  skirmishers,  and,  as  such,  advanced  them  some  400 
yards  beyond  our  line.    He  had  been  enticed  thus  to  advance  by  the 
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action  of  scattering  rebels  in  our  front,  who,  wearing  our  style  of  uni- 
form, feigned  to  be  of  us. 

This  piece  of  deception,  however,  was  timely  detected,  and  a  heavy 
firing  between  the  skirmishers  was  immediately  commenced.  Ours 
were  driven  back,  and  the  enemy,  in  two  or  three  lines  of  battle,  hur- 
riedly advanced,  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  in  front.  Our  line  of 
battle  suffered  somewhat  by  mistaking  a  body  of  rebels  dressed  in  our 
uniform  for  our  troops.  When  commanded  to  open  upon  the  enemy, 
the  battalion  poured  in  a  heavy  fire  upon  them,  but  were  soon  compelled 
to  give  way  to  the  vastly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy.  We  fired,  re- 
treating, until  we  reached  the  rear  of  the  position  just  that  moment  taken 
by  the  Sixth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers.  Here  we  halted  to  reform  our 
line,  but,  while  so  doing,  the  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  rebels,  and 
the  fierce  onslaught  they  made  on  the  Sixth  Ohio,  forced  those  gallant 
volunteers  to  fall  back  also ;  whereupon  we  moved  out  of  the  woods, 
returning  the  enemy's  fire,  and,  under  cover  of  Guenther's  battery,  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  favorable  position  and  reforming  our  line.  It  was  in 
Lhis  engagement  that  Captain  Bell  was  killed.  Captain  York  wounded, 
and,  I  fear,  mortally,  and  Lieutenant  Occleston  severely  wounded. 

The  battalion  reformed,  advanced,  and  again  took  position  in  the 
woods,  as  also  the  others  of  the  brigade.  This  was  done  pi  omjDtly,  and 
with  a  zeal  highly  creditable  to  men  who  had  only  a  few  moments  before 
been  under  a  most  galling  and  terrible  fire.  Very  soon  we  were  again 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  spirited  engagement  for  a  while, 
were  ordered  to  fall  back.  Then  it  was  that  Major  King  was  wounded, 
and  the  command  of  the  battalion  devolved  upon  me.  I  continued  the 
movement,  firing  upon  the  enemy,  and  moved  up  to  the  support  of 
Guenther's  battery.  In  this  affair  Captain  Wise  fell,  mortally  wounded, 
and  has  since  died. 

For  the  remainder  of  that  day  we  acted  in  support  of  Guenther's  bat- 
tery, and  remained  on  the  front  of  our  lines  that  night  until  nearly  day- 
break, when  we  moved  to  the  rear.  Later  in  the  morning  we  moved 
forward  again,  first  supporting  the  center,  then  the  right. 

Friday  morning  we  again  moved  to  the  front,  supporting  Guenther's 
battery,  and  remained  there  until  the  battle  of  that  day  ended. 

Advancing  a  short  distance  on  Saturday  morning,  we  threw  up  in- 
trenchments  in  face  of  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  sharp- 
shooters. These  we  occupied  Saturday  night,  supporting  Guenther's 
battery  during  the  brilliant  and  successful  attack  made  upon  the  ene- 
my's lines  that  night. 

In  addition  to  the  casualties  already  named,  the  battalion  had  84  en- 
listed men  killed  and  wounded,  10  of  whom  are  positively  known  to  have 
been  killed  outright,  2  captured,  and  16  missing,  who  have,  doubtless, 
either  been  killed,  wounded,  or  captured.  The  aggregate  casualties  to 
officers  and  men  number  106. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  of  the  men  engaged  merits  commen- 
dation, and  the  battalion,  in  all  of  the  advanced  movements  into  the 
cedars,  and  in  the  several  actions  engaged,  did  well  in  aiding  to  check 
and  drive  back  the  largely  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy  confronted 
by  the  brigade  of  regulars. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JESSE  FULMER, 
Captain  Fifteenth  U,  8,  Infantry ^  Commanding  First  Battalion. 

First  Lieut.  Egbert  Sutherland, 

Eighteenth  Infantry j  Actg,  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen,,  Brig,  of  Regulars, 
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:N^o.  74. 
^  Report  of  Capt.  Robert  E.  A.  Crofton,  Sixteenth  U.  S.  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  First  and  Second  Batts.,  Sixteenth  Infty., 

Camp  at  Murfreeshorough^  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  First  Battalion,  and  Company  B,  Second  Battalion 
Sixteenth  Infantry,  under  my  command,  in  the  late  actions  before  Mur- 
freesborough  during  December  31, 1862,  and  January  1, 2, 3,  and  4, 1863 : 

At  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  December  31, 1862,  this  command  (then 
under  Maj.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  Sixteenth  Infantry)  was  ordered  to  move  to 
the  front  from  the  bivouac  where  we  had  rested  the  night  previous.  We 
marched  about  a  mile  in  the  direction  of  Murfreesborough,  and  were 
then  marched  into  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  the  First 
Battalion  Fifteenth  Infantry  being  on  our  right,  and  the  First  Bat- 
talion Eighteenth  Infantry  on  our  left.  Here  we  stacked  arms  and 
rested  for  some  time. 

About  9.15  o'clock  we  were  ordered  into  a  thicket  of  cedars.  When 
we  had  arrived  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  edge  of  the 
thicket,  we  moved  into  line  of  battle,  changing  our  front  to  the  right, 
to  oppose  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy.  Company  B,  First  Bat- 
talion, under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Bartholomew,  was  thrown 
to  the  front  in  skirmishing  order,  to  cover  the  front  of  our  line.  In 
about  five  minutes  these  skirmishers  were  driven  in,  and  formed  on  the 
right  of  the  battalion.  The  enemy  was  now  seen  advancing  in  line,  and 
at  the  same  moment  opened  a  deadly  fire  on  our  ranks.  The  command, 
however,  succeeded  in  checking  their  advance,  the  men  behaving  with 
the  greatest  possible  coolness,  and  aiming  with  accuracy.  The  battalion 
on  our  right  having  moved  to  the  rear,  it  became  necessary  to  fall  back, 
which  we  did,  by  the  right  of  companies,  to  the  rear.  The  men  per- 
formed this  movement  with  the  same  order  and  regularity  they  would 
in  an  ordinary  drill. 

Having  fallen  back  about  100  paces,  we  came  into  line,  faced  to  the 
front,  and  returned  the  enemy's  fire.  Again,  for  want  of  support,  we 
were  obliged  to  retire,  and  did  so,  as  before,  for  about  another  100  yards. 
Maintaining  this  position  for  some  minutes,  we  found  it  necessary  to 
make  a  retreat  to  where  we  could  be  supported,  as  the  enemy  was  mov- 
ing his  line  on  our  right  and  left,  and  threatening  to  surround  us. 

We  then  moved,  by  the  right  of  companies,  to  the  rear,  out  of  the 
woods  and  across  a  cotton-field,  where  the  enemy  poured  musketry 
and  round  shot  upon  us,  but  without  doing  much  injury.  We  continued 
our  retreat  across  the  turnpike  to  the  railroad,  where  we  joined  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  and  were  ordered  to  support  Battery  H,  Fifth 
Artillery. 

We  remained  in  this  position  till  about  11.30  a.  m.,  when  we  were 
again  ordered  into  the  cedars.  We  advanced  this  time  about  30  yards 
from  the  edge  of  the  woods,  when  we  became  engaged,  and  a  most  ter- 
rific conflict  ensued.  Almost  at  the  commencement  of  this  action  Maj. 
A.  J.  Slemmer  was  so  seriously  wounded  as  to  bC  obliged  to  fall  to  the  rear. 
About  the  same  time  Adjt.  John  Power  was  dangerously  wounded. 

After  remaining  in  this  position  for  about  twenty-five  minutes,  and  see- 
ing the  right  of  the  brigade  retire  in  order,  we  were  compelled  reluctantly 
to  fall  back,  as  the  enemy  outflanked  us  on  our  right  and  left.  The  men 
moved  out  of  the  woods  by  the  right  of  companies  with  great  regularity, 
notwithstanding  the  fearful  fire  to  which  they  were  exposed.    As  we 
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crossed  the  open  field  between  the  woods  and  railroad,  the  fire  was  terri- 
ble, and  the  men  fell  before  it  in  great  numbers,  until  the  enemy  were 
driven  back  by  the  fire  from  Battery  H,  Fifth  Artillery,  attached  to  the 
brigade.  Arriving  at  the  railroad,  we  again  formed  and  remained  with 
the  rest  of  the  brigade  in  support  of  the  above  battery.  We  continued 
in  this  position  all  the  afternoon,  continually  exposed  to  artillery  fire 
from  the  enemy^s  batteries. 

About  4  o'clock  next  morning  we  were  ordered  to  the  rear  about  a 
mile,  where  we  obtained  some  rest.  About  8  a.  m.  we  were  again  put 
in  position  on  the  right  center.  From  this  position  we  were  ordered  to 
the  right.  In  the  afternoon  we  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Stewart's 
Creek,  and,  on  arriving  within  a  mile  of  the  creek,  were  ordered  back  at 
a  double-quick,  when  we  immediately  faced  about  and  retraced  our  steps 
in  double-quick  time. 

About  sundown  we  arrived  near  our  original  position,  the  men  being 
very  much  exhausted  by  hardships  they  had  undergone,  and  the  rapidity 
of  the  march.  We  were  moved  into  bivouac  in  a  belt  of  woods  near  the 
center  of  the  general  position. 

Next  morning  found  us  again  near  the  front  and  center,  supporting 
Battery  H,  Fifth  Artillery.  Here  we  remained  in  reserve^  until  about 
2  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  back  to  our  bivouac  of  the  night  before.  Here 
we  remained  about  half  an  hour,  when  we  were  again  ordered  to  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  us  during  the  morning,  owing  to  an  impetuous  attack 
on  the  left,  under  General  Crittenden,  by  the  enemy.  In  this  position 
we  remained  all  the  afternoon  and  that  night. 

Next  morning  a  battery  opened  on  us  from  the  enemy,  but  was  soon 
silenced  by  Battery  H,  Fifth  Artillery.  We  then  moved  still  farther 
to  the  front,  where  we  threw  up  a  line  of  earthworks,  and  the  men  slept 
on  their  arms  in  the  trenches.  That  night,  so  completely  were  the  men 
exhausted,  from  want  of  rest  and  food,  that  they  slept  in  about  6  inches 
of  water. 

Next  morning  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  their 
position  and  were  in  full  retreat.  The  command  remained  guarding 
these  trenches  till  the  morning  of  January  5,  when  we  marched  to  Mur- 
freesborough. 

During  these  five  days  the  men  suifered  very  much  for  the  want  of 
food,  and  were  so  much  reduced  that  some  of  them  ate  roasted  horse- 
flesh.    Fifteen  ofiBcera  and  293  enlisted  men  went  into  action. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ofiicers  of  the  command  who  were  en- 
gaged :  Maj.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  Capts.  R.  E.  A.  Crofton,  R.  P.  Barry,  James 
Biddle,  N.  L.  Dykeman,  and  J.  C.  King ;  First  Lieuts.  A.  W.  Allyn,  E. 
McConnell,  W.  H.  Bartholomew,  John  Power  (battalion  adjutant),  W, 
W.  Arnold,  J.  C.  Howland,  and  E.  R.  Kellogg  j  Second  Lieuts.  S.  E.  St. 
Onge  and  W.  G.  Wedemeyer. 

All  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  courage, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  great  sufferings  it  was  necessary  for  them  to 
endure,  they  performed  their  duties  without  a  murmur. 

Subjoined  you  will  find  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.*  Of  the 
latter  number  I  am  convinced  that  few,  if  any,  are  stragglers,  as  some 
who  were  at  first  reported  missing  it  has  since  been  discovered  are 
wounded  and  were  unable  to  avoid  being  taken  by  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  A.  CROFTON, 
Captain  Sixteenth  Infantry^  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  O.  L.  Shepherd,  Comdg,  Brigade  Regular  Troops, 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  210. 
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1^0.  75. 

Report  of  Maj   James  N.  CaJdivell,  Eighteenth  JJ.  8.  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Battalion  Eighteenth  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshoroughj  Tenn.^  January  6,  1863. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  my  battalion  in  the  battle  of  the  '^  Cedars,"  near  Murfrees- 
borough,  December  31, 1802. 

I  went  into  the  battle  with  I  adjutant,  1  sergeant-major,  6  captains, 
8  lieutenants,  and  272  enUsted  men  j  aggregate,  288.  Captain  Kneass 
was  killed ;  Captains  Douglass,  Wood,  and  Hull,  wounded  j  Lieutenants 
McConnell,  Carpenter,  and  Adair,  wounded;  1  sergeant  and  3  corporals 
killed,  6  sergeants  and  4  corporals  wounded,  23  privates  killed  and  99 
wounded;  total  and  aggregate  loss,  145.  All  did  their  duty  well;  were 
cool,  deliberate,  and  hrm  under  the  terrific  fire  that  thinned  our  ranks, 
and  not  one  gave  way  until  the  order  to  rejoin  the  battery  attached  to 
our  brigade  was  given. 

We  were  under  fire  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  of  January,  1863,  and  in  the 
trenches  on  the  day  and  night  of  the  3d  instant,  but  sustained  no  loss. 
During  the  four  days  and  nights  on  the  battle-fields  near  Murfreesbor- 
ough,  notwithstanding  the  cold,  mud,  and  rain,  and  want  of  rations  part 
of  the  time,  not  a  murmur  was  heard;  all  exhibited  the  same  coolness 
and  unflinching  devotion  to  their  country  and  flag  that  they  had  shown 
on  the  battle-field  at  Perry ville,  Ky.,  when  composing  a  part  of  General 
Steedman's  brigade,  which  was  exposed  to  a  terrific  fire  on  that  field. 

Captain  Douglass  acted  as  field  officer  on  December  31, 1862,  and  ren- 
dered valuable  service,  and,  notwithstanding  his  painful  wound,  joined 
the  battalion  on  the  2d  of  January,  and  remained  on  duty  with  it  during 
that  day.  My  battalion  adjutant,  Lieut.  E.  L.  Morris,  rendered  valuable 
service  on  the  field;  his  horse  was  wounded.  My  horse  was  wounded 
and  disabled.  My  battalion  quartermaster,  Lieutenant  Benham,  Quarter- 
master-Sergeant  Price,  and  Commissary-Sergeant  Livsey,  with  a  small 
escort  and  the  teamsters,  all  did  their  duty  well,  in  defending  and  con- 
ducting the  battalion  train  in  safety  to  l^ashville. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  recommend  the  following- 
named  non-commissioned  officers  for  promotion,  for  their  bravery  and 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  battle  of  December  31,  1862,  near  Murfrees- 
borough,  Tenn.:  Sergt.  Maj.  Eeuben  F.  Little,  Sergt.  Allen  C.  Barrows, 
Company  F ;  Sergt.  Ealph  Hortou,  Company  H,  and  First  Sergt.  Isaac 
D'Isay,  Company  A;  and  also  Sergt.  E.  C  Beach,  Companj^  A  ;  Ser- 
geant Carpenter,  Company  F ;  Quartermaster- Sergeant  Price,  and  Com- 
missary-Sergeant Livsey,  for  certificates  of  merit. 
Very  respectfcdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  CALDWELL, 
Major  Eighteenth  Infty.^  Comdg.  First  Batt.  Eighteenth  Infty. 

Acting  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Brigade  of  Regulars, 


No.  76. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Frederick  Townsend,  Eighteenth  U.  8.  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Battalion  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infty., 

Gamp  at  Murfreeshoroughj  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the 
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lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the  brigade,  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  December  31,  1862,  my  battalion,  comprising  16  officers  and  298 
enlisted  men,  being  one  of  the  battalions  of  the  brigade  of  regulars,  ac- 
companied that  brigade  into  action. 

My  orders  were  to  support  and  defend  Lieutenant  Guenther's  battery 
(H),  Fifth  Artillery.  While  thus  employed,  Gapt.  Charles  E.  Dennison, 
commanding  Company  B,  and  the  right  general  guide,  Sergt.  Joseph 
Matthew,  were  severely  wounded,  and  First  Sergt.  George  F.  White,  of 
Company  F,  Third  Battalion,  was  killed. 

Subsequently  the  brigade  and  battalion  took  position  in  a  dense  for- 
est of  cedars,  for  the  purpose,  as  was  understood,  of  holding  in  check 
the  advancing  enemy,  while  a  rearrangement  of  our  own  line  of  battle 
might  be  effected.  We  maintained  this  position  for  over  twenty  min- 
utes, when  we  received  the  orders  of  the  brigade  commander  to  retire, 
having,  however,  achieved  the  result  expected  and  required,  but  not 
without  great  loss — nearly  one-half  of  the  command,  as  will  be  observed 
in  the  annexed  list  of  casualties. 

During  the  subsequent  days  of  the  battle  we  were  continuously  under 
arms  and  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  and  were  moved  from 
place  to  place  wherever  our  presence  seemed  to  be  required.  The  last 
thirty-six  hours  of  the  battle  we  assisted  in  throwing  up  and  holding 
intrenchments  commanding  the  central  portion  of  the  field,  the  occu- 
pancy of  which,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains,  became  one  of  hardship  and 
trial. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  there  was  not  a  single  instance  of 
cowardice  in  the  battalion,  and  that  both  officers  and  men  did  com- 
pletely and  effectively  their  whole  duty. 

The  names  of  the  officers  of  the  battalion  in  the  engagement  of  the 
31st  are  as  follows  :  Maj.  Frederick  Townsend,  commanding  battalion ; 
First  Lieut.  Frederick  Phisterer,  adjutant  of  the  battalion  ;  Capt.  Henry 
E.  Mizner;  Capt.  Charles  E.  Dennison,  wounded  severely  ;  Capt.  Henry 
Belknap ;  A.  B.  Thompson,  wounded  severely ;  Capt.  William  J.  Fetter- 
man;  Capt.  Henry  Haymond,  wounded  slightly;  Capt.  A.  B.  Denton; 
First  Lieut.  M.  L.  Ogden,  wounded  severely;  First  Lieut.  H.  G.  Rad- 
cliff ;  First  Lieut.  James  Simons,  wounded  severely ;  First  Lieut.  Henry 
B.  Freeman ;  Second  Lieut.  William  H.  Bisbee ;  Second  Lieut.  John  F. 
Hitchcock,  killed,  and  Second  Lieut.  Wilbur  F.  Arnold.     Total,  16. 

First  Lieut.  William  P.  McCleery,  quartermaster  of  the  battalion,  was 
with  the  train,  where  he  displayed  conspicuous  gallantry  in  defending 
it  from  capture  with  its  guard  and  the  sick. 

I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  brigade  commander  to  the  following 
enlisted  men  of  my  battalion,  who  were  conspicuous  for  their  gallantry 
in  the  engagement  on  the  31st:  Sergt.  Maj.  John  S.  Lind;  Sergt.  Sam- 
uel C.  Williamson,  Company  D,  Second  Battalion ;  Sergt.  Charles  B. 
Meredith,  Company  D,  Second  Battalion ;  Corpl.  Sylvester  S.  Bartlett, 
Company  C,  Second  Battalion  ;  Lance  Corpl.  Paul  Fisher,  Company  D, 
Second  Battalion ;  Private  William  H.  Maxwell,  Company  A,  Second 
Battalion;  Private  Jacob  Kline,  Company  D,  Second  Battalion;  Pri- 
vate James  McKenzie,  Company  B,  Third  Battalion,  and  James  Hofler, 
Company  C,  Third  Battalion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  TOWNSEND, 
Major  Eighteenth  U,  S.  Infantry ^  Commanding. 

First  Lieut.  Robert  Sutherland, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Brigade  of  Regulars, 
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Washington,  D.  C,  February  23,  1863. 
General  :  I  neglected,  in  my  report  of  the  doings  of  the  Second  Bat- 
talion of  the  Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  in  the  recent  battles  in  front  of 
Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  to  mention  among  the  names  of  certain  en- 
listed men,  conspicuous  for  good  conduct  on  the  field  and  at  all  times, 
the  name  of  my  mounted  orderly.  Private  Jacob  Troutman,  of  Company 
D.  He  was  of  very  great  assistance  to  me  in  carrying  and  bringing 
orders,  and  displayed  a  degree  of  intelligence  and  bravery  worthy  of 
strong  commendation.  In  justice  to  this  excellent  soldier,  I  trust,  gen- 
eral, that  you  will  permit  this  notice  of  him  to  be  appended  as  supple- 
mental to  my  official  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEEDEEICK  TOWNSEND, 
Major  JEighteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  (Second  Battalion, 

Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  TJ.  S.  Army. 


No.  77. 

Report  of  Capt.  James  B.  Mulligan,  Nineteenth  U.  8.  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  First  Battalion  Nineteenth  U.  S.  Ineantry, 

Cam])  near  Murfreeshorougli,  Tenn.,  January  8, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  six  companies  of  the  First  Bat- 
talion of  the  Nineteenth  Eegiment  U.  S.  Infantry,  under  command  of 
Maj.  S.  D.  Carpenter,  with  the  regular  brigade,  under  command  of 
Lieut.  Col.  O.  L.  Shepherd,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  were  ordered  to  the 
front,  and  entered  into  action  on  the  morning  of  December  31, 1862,  be- 
fore Murfreesborough,  at  9.30  a.  m. 

The  battalion  was  ordered  by  the  brigade  commander  to  take  its  posi- 
tion in  the  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry,  supporting 
the  left  of  Guen therms  battery  (H),  Fifth  Artillery. 

About  10  a.  m.  the  brigade,  with  the  battery,  was  ordered  into  the 
cedars  to  assistance  of  Negley's  division ;  but,  after  finding  there  was  no 
possibility  of  securing  a  position,  the  battalion,  in  company  with  the 
battery,  retired  from  the  cedars  in  excellent  order,  under  a  most  de- 
structive fire. 

After  taking  our  position  on  the  hill  near  the  railroad,  we  were  again, ' 
about  12  m.,  ordered,  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  to  advance  in 
line  of  battle  into  the  cedars.  We  there  engaged  an  overwhelming  force 
of  the  enemy  for  full  twenty  minutes.  It  was  as  we  received  the  order 
to  retire  that  Major  Carpenter  fell,  receiving  six  mortal  wounds,  dying 
instantly.  The  fire  from  the  enemy  at  this  time  was  terrific.  Our  men 
were  falling  on  all  sides. 

At  this  point  the  command  of  the  battalion  devolved  upon  myself, 
being  the  senior  officer  present.  We  fell  back,  in  pursuance  of  orders, 
to  the  support  of  Guenther's  battery,  which  had  taken  its  position  on 
the  hill  near  the  railroad,  which  position  we  maintained  throughout  the 
day. 

The  next  day,  January  1,  1863,  at  daybreak,  we  were  ordered,  with 
the  brigade  and  battery,  to  the  right,  to  assist  McCook's  corps,  where 
we  remained  in  position  until  after  midday,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
proceed  up  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  in  the  direction  of  Nashville,  to 
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Stewart's  Creek,  to  protect  a  provision  train  which  was  threatened  by 
the  enemy.  After  proceeding  about  4  miles  up  the  road,  we  were 
ordered  to  the  right-about,  and  double-quicked  to  the  center  of  the  line 
of  battle. 

On  January  2,  at  daybreak,  we  took  our  position  on  the  hill  by  the 
railroad,  in  front  of  the  cedars,  which  we  held  during  the  day  and 
throughout  the  night. 

The  next  day,  the  3d,  we  commenced  intrenching  the  front  and  cen- 
ter, under  cover  of  our  skirmishers,  and  that  night  our  breastworks, 
being  completed,  were  occupied  and  held  by  us  until  after  the  enemy 
had  left  our  front,  which  fact  was  reported  by  me  to  the  colonel  com- 
manding the  brigade  shortly  after  sunrise  on  the  4th  instant. 

The  battalion  lost  1  commissioned  officer  killed  (the  major  command- 
ing) ;  enlisted  men,  6  killed,  55  wounded,  and  7  missing.  The  greater 
part  of  the  latter  known  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Twenty-two  of  the  enemy  fell,  on  the  31st,  into  our  hands,  and  were 
turned  over  to  an  escort  of  cavalry,  by  order  of  Lieut.  H.  Millard,  of 
General  Eousseau's  staff',  by  Lieutenant  Stansbury. 

The  following  officers  participated:  First  Lieutenants  Andrews,  Stans- 
bury, and  Jones ;  Second  Lieutenants  Wagoner,  Lowe,  Curtis,  Miller, 
Johnson,  and  Carpenter. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  throughout  the  ^ve  days'  battle 
was  excellent,  the  battalion  taking  part  and  sharing  with  the  brigade 
in  all  its  hardships,  deprivations,  and  arduous  duties  in  its  movements 
over  the  entire  field,  at  one  time  supporting  the  right  of  General  Mc- 
Cook's  corps,  at  another  assisting  General  Crittenden's,  and  on  the  last 
day  and  night  intrenching  and  holding  the  center  of  our  own  division. 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  energy  and  efficiency  displayed  by 
Dr.  Henderson,  of  this  battalion,  and  Dr.  Lindsly,  of  the  Eighteenth 
Infantry,  acting  brigade  surgeon,  in  the  care  and  treatment  of  our 
wounded,  all  of  whom,  I  am  credibly  informed,  are  well  cared  for  and 
in  comfortable  hospitals. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  consolidated  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  of  the  battalion  during  the  five  days'  battle;  also  copies  of 
the  reports,  from  the  commandant  of  companies,  of  casualties,*  &c. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B.  MULLIGAN, 
Captain  Nineteenth  U,  S.  Infantry,  Commanding  First  Battalion, 

Lieut.  Egbert  Sutherland, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Brigade  of  Regulars, 


No.  78. 


Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  James  S,  Negley,  U,  S,  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division, 

Headquarters  Eighth  Division, 
Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  of  my  command  in  the  engagements  with  the  enemy 
on  Stone's  River: 

On  Tuesd  xy  morning,  December  30,  1862,  the  Eighth  Division,  com- 
posed of  the  Seventh  and  Twenty-ninth  Brigades,  Schultz's,  Marshall's, 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  210. 
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and  NelPs  batteries,  was  posted  on  the  rolling  slopes  of  the  west  bank 
of  Stone's  Eiver,  in  advance,  but  joining  the  extreme  right  of  General 
Crittenden's  line  and  the  left  of  General  McOook's. 

In  the  rear  and  on  the  right  was  a  dense  cedar  woods,  with  a  broken 
rocky  surface.  From  our  position  several  roads  were  cut  through  the 
woods  in  our  rear,  by  which  to  bring  up  the  artillery  and  ammunition 
trains.  In  front  a  heavy  growth  of  oak  timber  extended  toward  the 
river,  which  was  about  a  mile  distant.  A  narrow  thicket  crossed  our 
left  diagonally,  and  skirted  the  base  of  a  cultivated  slope,  which  ex- 
panded to  the  width  of  a  mile  as  it  approached  the  ]:*{^ashville  pike.  This 
slope  aflbrded  the  enemy  his  most  commanding  position  (in  the  center), 
on  the  crest  of  which  his  rifle-pits  extended,  with  intervals,  from  the 
oak  timber  immediately  in  my  front  to  the  Nashville  pike,  with  a  battery 
of  four  Napoleon  and  two  iron  guns  placed  in  i^osition  near  the  woods, 
and  about  800  yards  from  my  position.  Behind  this  timber,  on  the  river 
bank,  the  enemy  massed  his  columns  for  the  movements  of  the  next  day. 
Their  skirmishers  were  driven  from  our  immediate  front  after  a  sharp 
contest,  in  which  the  Nineteenth  Illinois  and  Seventy-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  displayed  admirable  efiSciency.  The  position  of  my 
command  was  held  under  a  heavy  fire  until  darkness  terminated  the 
skirmishing  in  our  front,  by  which  time  we  had  inflicted  considerable 
loss  upon  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Sheridan's  division  came  up  and  formed 
line  of  battle,  his  left  resting  on  my  right,  and  began  to  advance,  driving 
the  enemy  until  he  had  passed  the  center  of  my  right  brigade.  While 
General  Sheridan  was  in  this  position,  I  changed  my  front  slightly,  bear- 
ing it  more  to  the  left,  to  avoid  masking  a  portion  of  Sheridan's  com- 
mand. The  troops  remained  in  this  position,  and  in  order  of  battle,  all 
night,  cheerfully  enduring  the  rain  and  cold,  awaiting  the  morrow's  sun 
to  renew  the  contest. 

Earl3'  the  next  morning,  and  before  the  heavy  fog  had  drifted  away 
from  our  front,  the  enemy  in  strong  force  attacked  and  surprised  Gen- 
eral McOook's  right,  commencing  a  general  action,  which  increased  in 
intensity  toward  his  left.  Sheridan's  division  stood  its  ground  man- 
fully, supported  by  the  Eighth  Division,  repulsing  and  driving  the 
enemy  at  every  advance.  The  enemy  still  gained  ground  on  General 
McCook's  right,  and  succeeded  in  placing  several  batteries  in  position, 
which  covered  my  right.  From  these  and  the  battery  on  my  left,  which 
now  opened,  the  troops  were  exposed  to  a  converging  fire,  which  was 
most  destructive.  Houghtaling's,  Schultz's,  Marshall's,  Bush's,  and 
Nell's  batteries  were  all  ordered  into  action  in  my  front,  pouring  de- 
structive volleys  of  gra{)e  and  shell  into  the  advancing  columns  of  the 
enemy,  mowing  him  down  like  swarths  of  grain.  For  four  hours  the 
Eighth  Division,  with  a  portion  of  Sheridan's  and  Palmer's  divisions, 
maintained  their  position  amid  a  murderous  storm  of  lead  and  iron, 
strewing  the  ground  with  their  heroic  dead.  The  enemy,  maddened  to 
desperation  by  the  determined  resistance,  still  pressed  forward  fresh 
troops,  concentrating  and  forming  them  in  a  concentric  line  on  either 
flank. 

By  11  o'clock  Sheridan's  men,  with  their  ammunition  exhausted,  were 
falling  back.  General  Eousseau's  reserve  and  General  Palmer's  divis- 
ion had  retired  in  rear  of  the  cedars  to  form  a  new  line.  The  artil- 
lery ammunition  was  expended ;  that  of  the  infantry  reduced  to  a  few 
rounds ;  the  artillery  horses  were  nearly  all  killed  or  wounded ;  my  am- 
munition train  had  been  sent  back  to  avoid  capture ;  a  heavy  column  of 
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the  enemy  was  marching  directly  to  our  rear  through  the  cedars ;  com- 
munication with  Generals  Eosecrans  or  Thomas  was  entirely  cut  off, 
and  it  was  manifestly  impossible  for  my  command  to  hold  the  position 
without  eventually  making  a  hopeless,  fruitless  sacrifice  of  the  whole 
division.  To  retire  was  but  to  cut  our  way  through  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy.  The  order  was  given  and  manfully  executed,  driving  back  the 
enemy  in  front  and  checking  his  approaching  column  in  our  rear. 

All  the  regiments  in  my  command  distinguished  themselves  for  their 
coolness  and  daring,  frequently  halting  and  charging  the  enemy  under 
a  withering  fire  of  musketry.  On  approaching  General  Kousseau^s  line, 
the  battalion  of  regulars,  under  command  of  Major  King,  at  my  request 
gallantly  charged  forward  to  our  assistance,  sustaining  a  severe  loss  in 
officers  and  men  in  the  effort.  Colonels  Stanley  and  Miller  now  prom})tly 
reformed  their  brigades  with  the  remaining  portions  of  the  batteries, 
and  took  position  on  the  new  line,  as  designated  by  Major-General 
Thomas.  Shortly  afterward  the  Twenty -ninth  Brigade  was  ordered  to 
the  left  to  repel  an  attack  from  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  trains.  The 
troops  remained  in  liue  all  night  and  the  next  day  in  order  of  battle 
until  noon,  when  the  division  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  General  Mc- 
Cook's  line,  in  expectation  of  an  attack  upon  his  front. 

The  next  day,  January  2,  at  1  p.  m.,  my  command  was  ordered  to  the 
support  of  General  Crittenden  on  the  left,  and  took  position  in  the  rear 
of  the  batteries  on  the  west  bank  of  Stone's  Eiver.  About  3  p.  m.  a 
strong  force  of  the  enemy,  with  artillery,  advanced  rapidly  upon  Gen- 
eral Van  Cleve's  division,  which,  after  sustaining  a  severe  fire  for  twenty 
or  thirty  minutes,  fell  back  in  considerable  disorder,  the  enemy  pressing 
vigorously  forward  to  the  river  bank.  At  this  important  moment  the 
Eighth  Division  was  ordered  to  advance,  which  it  did  promptly,  the  men 
crossing  the  river  and  charging  up  the  steep  bank  with  unflinching 
bravery. 

The  Twenty-first,  Eighteenth,  Sixty-ninth,  and  Seventy-fourth  Ohio, 
Nineteenth  Illinois,  Eleventh  Michigan,  Thirty-seventh  Indiana,  and 
Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  displayed  their  usual  prompt- 
ness and  gallantry. 

Four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  stand  of  colors,  belonging  to  the  Twenty- 
sixth  (rebel)  Tennessee,  were  captured  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, ^nd 
a  large  number  of  prisoners,  the  enemy  retreating  in  disorder. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  here  that  the  artillery  practice  of  Schultz's, 
MendenhalPs,  Standart's,  NelFs,  Marshall's,  and  Stokes'  batteries,  which 
were  acting  temporarily  under  my  orders  in  this  engagement,  was  highly 
satisfactory,  giving  the  enemy  great  tribulation.  The  promptness  dis- 
played by  Captain  Stokes  in  bringing  his  battery  into  action,  by  my 
orders,  and  the  efficient  manner  in  which  it  was  served,  affords  addi- 
tional evidence  of  his  marked  ability  and  bravery  as  an  officer  and 
patriot.  In  the  same  connection  I  feel  permitted  to  speak  in  compli- 
mentary terms  of  the  gallant  Morton  and  his  Pioneer  Brigade,  which 
marched  forward  under  a  scathing  fire  to  the  support  of  my  division. 

The  enemy  having  fallen  back  to  their  intrenchments,  my  division 
recrossed  the  river  and  resumed  its  former  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th,  the  Twenty-ninth  Brigade  was  moved  for- 
ward to  the  north  bank  of  Stone's  Eiver,  near  the  railroad,  as  an  advance 
force.  On  the  same  day  General  Spears'  First  Tennessee  Brigade  was 
assigned  to  the  Eighth  Division.  This  brigade  distinguished  itself  on 
the  evening  of  the  3d,  in  a  desperate  charge  on  the  enemy,  a  report  of 
which  is  included  in  General  Spears'  report,  annexed. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the 
advance  and  pursue  the  enemy  toward  Murfreesborough. 

By  9  a.  m.  the  Eighth  Di vision ,  Colonel  Walker^s  brigade,  Pioneer 
Brigade,  and  General  Stanley's  cavalry  force  had  crossed  the  river  and 
taken  possession  of  Murfreesborough  without  having  met  any  resistance, 
the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  retreating  on  the  Manchester  and  Shelby- 
ville  roads,  our  cavalry  pursuing,  supported  by  the  Twenty-ninth  Bri- 
gade, on  the  Shelbyville  pike,  and  by  Colonel  Byrd's  First  East  Ten- 
nessee Regiment,  on  the  Manchester  pike. 

The  rear  guard  of  the  enemy  (three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one 
battery)  was  overtaken  on  the  Manchester  pike,  5  miles  from  Murfrees- 
borough. Colonel  Byrd  fearlessly  charged  this  unequal  force  of  the 
enemy,  driving  him  from  his  position,  with  a  loss  of  4  killed  and  12 
wounded  ;  enemy's  loss  not  ascertained. 

Our  army  marched  quietly  into  Murfreesborough,  the  chosen  position 
of  the  enemy,  which  he  was  forced  to  abandon  after  a  series  of  desper- 
ate engagements. 

The  joyful  hopes  of  traitors  have  been  crushed,  treason  receiving 
another  fatal  blow. 

My  command  enthusiastically  join  me  in  expression  of  admiration  of 
the  official  conduct  of  Generals  Eosecrans  and  Thomas.  During  the 
most  eventful  periods  of  the  engagements  their  presence  was  at  the 
point  of  danger,  aiding  with  their  counsels  and  animating  the  troops  by 
their  personal  bravery  and  cool  determination. 

I  refer  to  my  command  with  feelings  of  national  pride  for  the  living 
and  personal  sorrow  for  the  dead.  Without  a  murmur  they  made 
forced  marches  over  almost  impassable  roads,  through  drenching  win- 
ter rains,  without  a  change  of  clothing  or  blankets,  deprived  of  sleep  or 
repose,  constantly  on  duty  for  eleven  days,  living  three  days  on  a  pint 
of  flour  and  parched  corn.  E'ver  vigilant,  always  ready,  sacrificing  their 
lives  with  a  contempt  of  peril,  displaying  the  coolness,  determination, 
and  high  discipline  of  veterans,  they  are  entitled  to  our  country's  grati- 
tude. Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  and 
Tennessee  may  proudly  inscribe  upon  their  scrolls  of  fame  the  names  of 
the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Eighteenth,  Twenty-first, 
Sixty-ninth,  and  Seventy-fourth  Ohio,  Schultz's  and  Marshall's  bat- 
teries (Ohio),  the  Eleventh  Michigan,  Mneteenth  Illinois,  Thirty-sev- 
enth Indiana,  IS'ell's  section,  Kentucky  battery,  and  Spears'  East  Ten- 
nessee Brigade. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  reports  of  General  Spears,  Colonels  Miller 
and  Stanley,  which  I  approve  and  append  hereto,  for  a  detailed  account 
of  the  part  taken  by  each  portion  of  the  command,  and  for  special 
reference  to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  individuals  in  their  respective 
commands.  In  addition  to  which  I  make  honorable  mention  of  the 
bravery  and  efficient  services  rendered  by  the  following-named  officers 
and  men,  for  whom  I  earnestly  request  promotion : 

Brigadier-General  Spears,  commanding  East  Tennessee  Brigade;  Col. 
T.  R.  Stanley,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanding  Twenty-ninth 
Brigade;  Col.  John  F.  Miller,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers,  com- 
manding Seventh  Brigade ;  Capt.  James  St.  C.  Morton,  commanding 
Pioneer  Brigade;  Capt.  James  H.  Stokes,  commanding  Chicago  Battery; 
Maj.  John  H.  Kiug,  commanding  Fifteenth  U.  S.  Infantry ;  Captain 
Bush,  commanding  Fourth  Indiana  Battery ;  Capt.  W.  E.  Standart,  com- 
manding Ohio  battery ;  Capt.  James  A.  Lowrie,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, Eighth  Division;  Lieut.  Frederick  H.  Kennedy,  aide-de-camp j 
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Capt.  Charles  T.  Wing,  assistant  quartermaster;  Maj.  F.  H.  Gross,  med- 
ical director;  Capt.  James  R.  Haydeu,  ordnance  oflScer;  Lieutenants 
W.  W.  Barker,  aide-de-camp;  Eobert  H.  Cochran,  provost-marshal; 
Thomas  Riddle,  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence ;  Charles  C. 
Cook,  acting  aide-de-camp;  W.  D.  Ingraham,  topographical  engineer; 
Capt.  Frederick  Schultz,  Lieuts.  Joseph  Hein,  Battery  M,  First  Ohio 
Artillery ;  Alexander  Marshall,  John  Crable,  Robert  D.  Whittlesey, 
Battery  G,  First  Ohio  Artillery ;  A.  A.  Ellsworth,  W.  H.  Spence,  NelPs 
section,  Kentucky  Artillery ;  H.  Terry,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry ;  Sergt.  H. 
B.  Fletcher,  Company  K,  Mneteenth  Illinois  Volunteers ;  Corpl.  R.  G. 
Rice,  Company  K,  First  Wisconsin  Yolunteers;  Private  James  A.  Sangs- 
ton,  Company  C,  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  Sergt.  Charles 
Rambour,  Company  K,  Seventy-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  Private 
William  Longwell,  orderly.  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry;  Sergt. 
George  C.  Lee,  Corpl.  E.  H.  Dougherty,  and  Privates  Henry  Zimmer- 
man, Henry  Schwenk,  John  Higgins,  Leon  Starr,  Daniel  Walker,  John 
D.  McCorkle,  Abraham  Kepperly,  George  Gillen,  and  John  Cunning- 
ham, of  the  escort. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  report  of  the  casualties  *  of  my  com- 
mand during  the  battles  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  December  30 
and  31, 1862,  and  January  2  and  3,  1863 : 
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My  command  captured  from  the  enemy  upward  of  400  prisoners,  four 
brass  pieces  of  field  artillery,  and  one  stand  of  regimental  colors. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  S.  NEGLEY, 

Brigadier-  General, 
Maj.  GEORaE  E.  Flynt, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  211. 
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]<ro.  79. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Alhan  A.  Ellsworth^  Hewetth  (EentucJcy)  battery, 

Hdqrs.  Hewett's  Battery,  Kentucky  Vol.  Arty., 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  Id  obedience  to  orders  received  from  Headquarters  Seventh 
Brigade,  Eighth  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  Hewett's  battery,  Ken- 
tucky Volunteer  Artillery,  in  the  recent  engagement  before  Murfrees- 
borough,  Tenn. : 

On  the  evening  of  December  29,  1862,  in  obedience  to  orders  from 
General  Negley,  I  placed  the  battery  in  position  near  the  old  toll-gate, 
and  on  the  right  of  Battery  G,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Marshall. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  I  received  orders  from  Colonel 
Miller  to  move  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  right  and  front, 
through  a  dense  cedar  thicket,  and  over  a  rough  and  newly  made  road. 
Here  I  remained  partly  under  cover  of  the  cedars  until  about  10  a.  m., 
when  I  received  orders  from  General  ]S"egley  to  move  a  short  distance 
to  the  left  and  front,  taking  a  position  fronting  an  open  field,  where  the 
enemy  had  a  battery  of  four  guns  bearing  on  us.  During  the  day  fired 
about  50  rounds  of  shell  and  solid  shot  at  his  battery  and  intrenchments 
without  receiving  any  reply.  As  night  approached,  withdrew  the  bat- 
tery and  placed  it  under  cover  of  the  wood,  where  we  remained  during 
the  night. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  31st,  received  orders  from  Colonel  Miller 
to  bring  my  command  in  position  on  the  left,  and  near  an  old  log-house, 
supported  on  my  right  and  front  by  the  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  where  I  remained  without  further  orders  for  about  fifteen 
minutes,  when,  observing  the  enemy  in  large  column  marching  on  a 
battery  and  some  infantry  stationed  about  300  yards  to  my  left,  I  opened 
au  oblique  fire  on  him,  and  soon  discovered  him  retiring  to  his  intrench- 
ments, where  I  kept  up  a  brisk  and  well-directed  fire,  receiving,  at  the 
same  time,  a  heavy  fire  from  his  artillery  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  when  a  cessation  occurred. 

I  soon  after  noticed  a  heavy  mass  of  his  infantry  moving  on  our  sup- 
port to  my  right  and  front,  accompanied  by  a  section  of  artillery,  which 
was  brought  into  position  about  500  yards  to  my  right  and  front ;  also 
a  section  placed  to  my  left  and  front,  at  about  the  same  distance. 
Here  we  were  subject  to  a  heavy  cross-fire  of  canister.  I  immediately 
ordered  a  return  fire  of  canister,  double-shot,  firing  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble for  about  tw  enty  minutes,  doing  good  execution.  The  enemy  was 
soon  seen  retiring,  and  I  ordered  the  use  of  shell  to  follow  his  retreat, 
briskly  kept  up  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  when  the  enemy  commenced 
a  well-directed  fire  from  his  artillery  direct  upon  my  command.  After 
shelling  Mm  rapidly  for  about  three-fourths  of  an  hour,  one  of  my  guns 
(a  small  rifled  gun)  was  disabled.  1  continued  shelling  as  rapidly  as 
possible  for  some  time  after,  and  finding  my  horses  were  fast  being  crip- 
pled by  the  shells  continually  exploding  in  our  midst,  I  ordered  a  change 
of  position  of  the  battery  to  the  left,  that  I  might  break  the  range  of 
his  artillery,  bearing  beavily  upon  us. 

While  ray  order  was  being  executed,  I  noticed  that  our  infantry  and 
artillery  were  retiring,  at  the  same  time  that  a  heavy  fire  was  being 
poured  into  our  right,  and  almost  into  our  rear.  Receiving  no  orders 
to  reijire,  made  the  change  of  position  of  the  battery  to  the  left,  and 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  now  fast  ai)proaching  j  but  I  soon  found  it 
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impossible  to  do  more  without  losing  the  whole  battery,  and  ordered  it 
limbered  to  the  rear,  and  to  retire  into  the  cedar  thicket,  now  being  cut 
off  from  the  road  we  came  in  the  day  previous.  Being  principally  in 
the  rear  of  our  retiring  forces,  was  subject  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  en- 
emy following  our  retreat,  and  having  all  except  one  horse  that  moved 
my  6-pounder  smooth-bore  gun  shot,  was  compelled  to  leave  it ;  also  one 
caisson  belonging  to  the  10-pounder  Parrott  gun,  containing  about  50 
rounds  of  ammunition.  The  remainder  of  the  battery  we  succeeded  in 
saving.  Some  of  the  carriages  moved  out  with  two  horses,  having  had 
over  half  my  horses  killed  and  crippled.  Fired  during  the  day  493 
rounds  of  ammunition,  losing  2  men  killed  and  1  wounded. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  January  1,  reported  to  General  i^egley  the 
Parrott  gun,  and  sent  it  on  the  field  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Spence.  I 
then  took  the  remainder  of  the  battery,  now  unserviceable,  to  the  rear; 
at  the  same  time  procuring  22  rounds  of  Parrott  ammunition,  and  was 
subsequently  ordered  to  move  the  unserviceable  portion  of  the  battery 
to  Kashville,  which  I  did,  and  immediately  returned ;  but,  while  on  the 
road,  was  attacked,  and  lost  the  rear  chests  of  one  caisson. 

Lieutenant  Spence  was  placed  on  the  left  center  for  a  short  time ;  then 
receiving  orders  to  move  to  the  right  and  take  position  with  MarshalPs 
battery,  where  he  remained  until  about  12  m.  January  2,  when  ordered 
to  move  to  the  left  center  and  take  position  as  on  the  day  previous. 

About  4  p.  m.  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  moving  on 
our  left  and  front,  driving  in  our  skirmishers.  He  immediately  ordered 
shell  to  be  fired  into  him  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  at  the  same  time 
receiving  a  heavy  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Not  long  after 
the  batteries  on  his  right  and  left  retired,  and  retired  about  40  yards  to 
the  rear ;  found  that  the  limber  contained  about  10  rounds  of  shell  and 
few  canister;  immediately  ordered  the  gun  to  its  former  position,  using 
all  the  shell,  and  reporting  the  same  to  Captain  Lowrie ;  was  ordered 
to  remain  and  use  the  canister  in  case  a  second  attack  was  made ;  but 
the  enemy  being  repulsed  and  driven  beyond  their  intrenchments,  he 
retired,  moving  the  gun  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  to  the  rear.  Forty- 
two  rounds  of  ammunition  were  expended,  receiving  little  damage, 
except  a  few  horses  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  I  failed  to  procure  ammunition,  and  re- 
mained as  on  the  night  previous. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  4th,  procured  75  rounds  of  ammunition, 
and  reported  to  Colonel  Miller,  who  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  left  cen- 
ter, and  placed  my  gun  in  position  with  Marshall's  battery. 

About  3  p.  m.,  was  ordered  to  advance  on  Murfreesborough,  and  moved 
about  1  mile  and  remained  daring  the  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  forded  the  river  and  passed  through 
Murfreesborough. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  valuable  assistance  rendered 
by  Lieutenant  Spence,  whose  heroic  bravery  inspired  the  men  with  cour- 
age, and  his  conduct  is  deserving  of  public  commendation. 

My  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  deported  themselves  like 
veterans  who  fight  for  the  cause  of  their  country. 

Our  loss  in  killed  was  2 — Godfrey  Hautt,  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, on  detached  duty  with  the  battery,  and  Lewis  Sagers,  Seventy- 
eighth  Pennsylvania,  on  detached  dut]^  with  the  battery ;  wound.ed,  1— 
Milton  Crawhorn. 

A.  A.  ELLSWORTH, 
Lieutenant,  Gomdg.  HewetVs  Battery ,  KentucUy  VcL  Artillery, 

H.  M.  Cist,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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No.  80. 

Eqjort  of  Lieut.  Alexander  Marshall,  Battery  G,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

Hdqrs.  Battery  G,  First  Ohio  Vol.  Artillery, 

Murfreeshoroughj  Tenn.j  January  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Headquarters  Seventh  Brigade, 
Eighth  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
the  part  taken  by  Battery  G,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  in  the  late 
engagement  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

On  the  morning  of  December  29,  1862,  the  battery  was  ordered  out 
on  a  reconnaissance.  Leaving  the  Murfreesborough  pike  at  Stewarts- 
borough,  followed  up  Stewart's  Creek  1  mile ;  discovered  the  enemy's 
cavalry  in  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek ;  fired  12  rounds 
from  rifled  12  pounder,  causing  them  to  disperse. 

We  then  moved  forward  and  to  the  right,  taking  position  as  indicated, 
until  2  p.  m.,  when  we  crossed  the  creek  with  the  brigade,  advancing  on 
a  by-road  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  Murfreesborough  pike.  Enter- 
ing the  pike  at  Wilson's  Creek,  about  5  miles  from  Murfreesborough, 
advanced  on  the  pike  2 J  miles ;  took  position  on  a  slight  elevation  on 
the  right  of  the  pike,  where  we  remained  during  the  night,  with  horses 
harnessed  and  hitched  in. 

At  daylight  on  the  30th,  per  order  of  Colonel  Miller,  moved  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  right  and  front  over  a  new  and  rocky  road 
through  a  cedar  thicket.  Eemained  in  this  vicinity  during  the  day, 
occupying  several  positions  in  a  narrow  corn-field  and  in  the  thicket, 
within  range  of  the  enemy's  battery  and  rifle-pit,  located  in  an  open 
field  in  front. 

At  4  p.  m.,  fired  about  50  rounds,  shelling  the  woods  on  our  right  oc 
cupied  by  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  whose  fire  was  severe ;  also  the 
battery  and  rifle-pit  in  front.  Some  of  our  shells  falling  into  the  rifle- 
pit  caused  considerable  scattering.  We  remained  in  this  position  in 
the  corn-field  during  the  night.  We  elicited  no  reply  from  the  enemy's 
battery  during  the  whole  day. 

At  6  p.  m.,  removed  the  right  section  out  on  the  right  of  the  section 
in  the  corn-field,  and  remained  in  this  position,  hitched  in,  during  the 
night. 

At  daylight  of  the  31st,  opened  with  the  four  guns  stationed  in  the 
corn-field,  shelling  the  woods  to  the  right  and  the  battery  and  rifle-pit 
in  front,  as  the  night  before.  About  8  a.  m.,  moved  the  center  section 
down  to  the  left  about  40  rods,  taking  position  near  two  log-houses 
in  rear  of  the  corn-field,  a  dense  thicket  across  the  corn-field  directly  in 
front,  open  country  to  the  left  and  front,  where  the  enemy  was  in  posi- 
tion. Eemained  in  this  position  about  thirty  minutes  without  firing j 
then  moved  this  section  up  and  took  position  in  center  of  the  battery; 
worked  the  battery  till  about  11  a.  m.  The  enemy  up  to  this  time  fired 
but  few  rounds  from  their  batteries  in  our  front,  firing  being  mostly 
from  their  skirmishers  in  the  woods,  when,  in  obedience  to  Colonel 
Miller's  order,  moved  to  the  right;  partially  changed  front.  The  bat- 
teries of  the  enemy  opened  over  the  advancing  infantry  a  heavy  fire 
before  we  had  fairly  got  into  position.  Ordered  caissons  under  shelter 
a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  and  opened  upon  the  rapidly  advancing 
enemy  with  canister.  As  our  support  advanced,  we  moved  our  pieces 
forward  by  hand  and  worked  them  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

One  of  our  12-pounder  howitzers  being  disabled,  the  trail  having  been 
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cut  nearly  off  by  a  shot,  ordered  it  to  the  rear.  Went  to  work  with 
canister,  the  enemy  advancing  in  the  woods  close  upon  us.  As  our  in- 
fantry support  advanced  we  advanced  our  pieces  by  hand  to  the  fence 
close  to  the  woods,  that  we  might  hold  an  interval  in  their  lines,  and 
continued  firing  canister  as  fast  as  possible.  During  this  time  our  horses 
were  suffering  severely  from  fire  from  the  enemy;  bad  them  replaced 
by  the  teams  from  battery  and  forge  wagon,  which  I  had  ordered  up  the 
day  before,  leaving  the  battery  and  forge  wagon  IJ  miles  in  the  rear,  in 
charge  of  artificers.  All  of  ray  spare  horses  were  soon  used  up  and 
several  taken  from  the  caissons.     Had  3  men  killed  and  several  wounded. 

Saw  the  enemy  moving  down  the  open  field  in  masses  on  our  left  flank, 
and  firing  extending  far  to  our  rear  on  our  right  flank,  and  one  of  our 
12-pounder  rifles  having  a  shot  wedged  and  but  three  horses  remaining, 
I  ordered  Lieutenant  Orable  to  take  the  two  disabled  pieces  and  cais- 
sons to  the  rear  through  the  cedar  swamp,  and  ordered  the  remaining 
four  pieces  to  fix  prolonge,  to  fire  retiring.  The  enemy  had  already  been 
twice  repulsed,  when  they  moved  upon  both  our  flanks  and  front  with 
renewed  ranks  and  vigor,  which  caused  our  support  to  give  way.  I 
ordered  the  battery  to  retire  to  the  woods  in  our  rear,  two  pieces  having 
but  three  horses  and  two  four  horses  each. 

My  own,  Lieutenant  Whittlesey^s,  and  one  sergeant's  horse  were 
killed;  three  of  the  guns  moved  oft*  as  ordered;  prolonge  of  the  left 
piece,  12-pounder  Wiard,  broken ;  at  the  same  time  the  lead  rider  was 
shot;  the  gunner  mounted  his  team,  when  the  off  wheel  horse  was 
killed  and  the  off  lead  horse  wounded,  which  prevented  us  from  using 
the  limber.  I  then  ordered  a  limber  of  one  of  the  pieces  already  in  the 
woods  out,  to  draw  the  remaining  12-pounder  off  the  field  into  the  woods. 

We  had  no  sooner  started  back  when  I  found  the  right  and  center  of 
the  brigade  had  fallen  back,  and  the  left  (Twenty-first  Ohio)  was  coming 
in,  leaving  the  pieces  about  40  yards  outside  of  our  lines,  between  us  and 
the  enemy,  which  was  fast  closing  in  on  us,  with  a  heavy  fire.  Saw  that 
it  was  impossible  to  reach  the  gun.  I  ordered  the  limber  back  and  gun 
limbered  up ;  moved  back  through  the  cedar  swamp  in  rear  of  brigade. 
There  being  no  road,  I  was  considerably  bothered  to  work  my  way 
through.  As  the  brigade  was  moving  rapidly  and  the  enemy  pressing 
close  upon  us,  two  more  of  my  wheel  horses  were  shot  and  one  rider, 
when  I  was  obliged  to  leave  two  more  guns,  having  but  one  wheel  and 
middle  horse  on  each  piece.  Sergeant  Farwell,  together  with  Sergeant 
Bills,  took  the  remaining  piece,  passed  the  pieces  left,  and  worked  their 
way  through  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  Captain  Stokes'  battery, 
where  I  found  them  and  went  to  work,  using  up  the  balance  of  our  am- 
munition— about  40  rounds. 

As  soon  as  joining  this  piece  I  sent  to  inform  Lieutenant  Crable  where 
I  was,  and  to  get  that  portion  of  the  battery  which  had  succeeded  in  get- 
ting out,  together  with  the  battery  and  forge  wagon,  which  was  a  short 
distance  in  the  rear.  After  expending  the  ammunition  of  the  piece  I 
was  with,  moved  to  the  rear,  and  left  it  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Whit- 
tlesey, with  the  battery  and  forge  wagon.  I  then  proceeded  to  find 
Colonel  Barnett  or  Lieutenant  Edson,  in  relation  to  ammunition,  when 
1  met  Lieutenant  Crable,  who  informed  me  that  our  piece  and  four  cais- 
sons had  moved  up  the  pike.  I  ordered  him  to  have  the  carriages  all 
halted,  and  to  send  back  the  6-pounder  ammunition.  After  waiting 
some  time,  sent  my  orderly  back  to  hurry  up  the  G-pounder  ammunition. 

At  dark,  moved  over  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  remained  during 
the  night  with  the  First  Kentucky  Battery,  Lieutenant  Ellsworth  com- 
Qianding,  having  previously  reported  to  General  Negley  and  Colonel 
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Miller  the  condition  of  the  battery,  and  \Nhere  1  was;  was  ordered  to 
remain  in  that  vicinity. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  January  1, 1  proceeded  out  the  pike ;  met  ser- 
geant with  the  6-pounder  caisson,  who  had  been  unable  the  night  i)re- 
vious  to  find  the  gun.  Sent  sergeant  forward  with  the  caisson,  when 
the  piece  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Whittlesey  moved  up  and  took 
position  on  the  left  of  Captain  Schultz's  battery,  in  an  open  field  on  the 
left  center,  joining  General  Crittenden's  corps.  I  soon  met  Lieutenant 
Crable  with  the  12-pounder  howitzer,  who  informed  me  that  when  he 
came  up  with  the  12-pounder  howitzer,  the  afternoon  of  the  31st,  the 
enemy  was  about  making  a  charge  upon  our  transportation,  when  he 
placed  the  piece  in  position,  fired  15  rounds  of  shell,  doing  good  execu- 
tion, where  he  remained  during  the  night  with  a  brigade  of  cavalry. 

I  found  that  our  loss  for  December  31,  1862,  summed  up  43  horses-  4 
guns,  3  limbers,  2  caissons  and  limbers ;  3  men  killed,  8  wounded,  and 
12  missing.  I  then  moved  the  12-pounder  howitzer  to  the  front  and  took 
position  with  the  other  piece.  Keceiving  50  rounds  for  howitzer  and  80 
rounds  for  6-pounder  Wiard,  immediately  reported  to  Colonel  Miller, 
commanding  brigade,  and  General  Negley,  commanding  division. 

About  10.30,  shifted  our  position  about  200  yards  to  our  front  and 
left ;  remained  in  this  position  about  an  hour,  when  we  received  orders 
to  move  immediately  to  the  right,  across  the  pike,  into  a  cedar  thicket, 
and  took  position  in  center  of  Missouri  battery. 

About  3  p.  m.,  was  ordered  to  move  with  division  to  the  rear  and 
right ;  finally  took  position  in  corn-field  on  the  extreme  right,  in  com- 
pany with  Captains  Standart's,  Schultz's,  and  Ellsworth's  batteries 
(fixed  prolonge),  where  we  remained  until  dark,  when  we  moved  back 
close  to  the  pike  under  cover  of  an  elevation,  where  we  remained  during 
the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  January  2,  again  moved  up  on  the 
elevation.  At  about  12  m.,  received  orders  to  move  over  and  take  posi- 
tion on  left  center,  same  as  day  previous.  The  skirmishers  kept  up  a 
lively  fire  along  our  front  until  4  p.  m.,  when  I  observed  the  enemy  mov- 
ing in  masses  tbrough  the  open  country  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
on  our  left  and  front,  driving  back  our  forces  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  when  we  commenced  shelling  them  as  fast  as  possible,  receiving 
a  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Soon  Captain  Schultz's  on  our 
left,  and  Captain  Swallow's  batteries  on  our  right,  fell  back.  I  then 
ordered  prolonge  fixed,  and  retired  about  40  yards ;  commenced  firing, 
when  I  had  1  man  and  3  horses  killed  on  the  piece.  At  the  same  time 
the  enemy  was  repulsed,  and  the  ground  retaken. 

January  3,  held  the  same  position  as  the  day  previous ;  fired  several 
rounds  on  the  enemy,  shelling  the  woods  to  the  right  and  front  as  our 
men  advanced. 

Late  on  January  4,  advanced  with  the  division  on  Murfreesborough 
pike  about  1  mile ;  encamped  on  the  right  of  pike.  Early  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  5th,  forded  the  river  and  passed  through  Murfreesborough. 

Our  losses  are:*  Horses  killed,  34;  horses  captured  by  the  enemy, 
12.     Total  horses  killed  and  captured,  46. 

I  take  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  me 
by  Lieutenants  Crable  and  Whittlesey.  Their  gallant  and  heroic  bear- 
ing not  only  inspired  the  men  with  courage,  but  is  deserving  of  public 
commendation. 

Orderly  Sergeant  Sliney  and  Sergeants  Bills,  Farwell,  and  Mitchell, 


*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  211. 
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by  their  promptness  in  the  execution  of  orders,  and  by  their  unflinching 
courage  in  scenes  of  danger,  merit  particular  mention.  Others  in  the 
command  evinced  soldierly  qualities  of  no  common  order.  To  mention 
their  names  might  seem  invidious. 

I  wish  to  make  special  mention  of  Quartermaster  Treat,  who  showed 
great  energy  and  perseverance  in  keeping  the  men  supplied  with  rations 
during  the  severe  weather  of  seven  days  that  we  were  separated  by  miles 
from  our  transportation,  and  his  promptness  in  looking  after,  collecting 
together,  and  reporting  to  me  property  and  men,  which  in  the  confusion 
of  falling  back  had  separated  from  the  command. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

ALEXANDER  MARSHALL, 
Lieutenant^  Comdg.  Battery  G,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery. 

H.  M.  Cist, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


]Nro.  81. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  G.  Spears,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 
Brigade,  of  operations  January  2-9. 

Headquarters  First  Tennessee  Brigade, 
Hawthorn's,  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1863. 

General  :  I  herewith  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  which 
is  intended  to  embrace  the  action  of  the  troops  under  my  command  from 
the  2d  instant  up  to  the  present  date : 

At  12  m.  on  January  2, 1863,  when  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  I  was  ordered 
by  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  military  governor  of  the  State,  to  imme- 
diately take  command  of  the  First  and  Second  East  Tennessee  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  such  other  troops  as  would  be  assigned  me  by  Briga- 
dier-General Mitchell,  commanding  post,  which  were  the  Fourteenth 
Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry,  about  300  men  strong,  commanded  by 

Captain  ;  the  Eighty-fifth  Uliuois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Colonel 

Moore  commanding,  350  to  400  men  strong,  together  with  two  sections 
of  the  Tenth  Wisconsin  Battery,  commanded  by  Captain  Beebe,  and  a 

company  of  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  -,  also  Colonel  Pickens, 

commanding  300  mounted  volunteers  of  the  Third  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
which  forces  were  placed  under  my  command  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting and  protecting  a  train  of  303  wagons,  loaded  with  commissary 
stores  for  the  army,  then  before  Murfreeshorough. 

I  assumed  command  of  the  said  forces  at  the  junction  of  Market  street 
and  Murfreeshorough  pike  at  5  p.  m.,  at  which  place  I  took  up  the  line 
of  march,  throwing  out  skirmishers  and  otherwise  disposing  the  forces 
under  my  command  in  such  manner  as  I  believed  would  best  protect 
the  train. 

After  marching  all  night  I  reported  myself  and  command  at  Major- 
General  Rosecrans'  headquarters  at  5  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3d 
instant,  and  by  his  order  turned  over  the  train  to  his  commissary. 

Major-General  Rosecrans  then  ordered  me  to  report  to  General  Mc- 
Cook,  which  I  complied  with,  and,  after  receiving  orders  and  instruc- 
tions from  General  McCook,  I  placed  the  artillery  under  my  command 
In  position,  drew  up  the  infantry  in  line  of  battle,  and  the  enemy  fail- 
ing to  make  any  demonstrations  in  front,  on  the  right  wing,  we  stacked 
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arms  and  took  refreshments.  At  this  time  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Rosecranw  to  turn  the  cavalry  in  my  command  over  to  Geieral  Stanley, 
which  was  done. 

The  skirmishing  in  front  of  General  Thomas'  division  becoming  heavy, 
I  was  ordered  by  General  Eosecrans  to  change  my  position  and  report 
to  General  Thomas,  which  1  did,  and  by  his  order  took  a  position  in 
front  of  his  division,  relieving  troops  that  had  held  said  position  during 
the  night. 

I  received  further  orders  from  General  Thomas  to  place  my  artillery 
in  reserve,  and  to  throw  up  an  intrenchment  with  my  force,  in  doing 
which  two  of  my  men,  privates  in  the  First  and  Second  East  Tennessee 
Regiments,  were  wounded. 

I  was  also  authorized  by  General  Thomas,  if  I  thought  proper,  to 
throw  out  skirmishers,  consisting  of  three  or  four  companies,  and  retake 
and  drive  the  enemy  from  a  piece  of  woods  in  our  front. 

After  my  force  had  finished  the  intrenchments,  I  was  informed  by  an 
aide  of  General  Eousseau  that  he  would  co- operate  with  me  in  throwing 
out  skirmishers  and  in  retaking  the  woods,  and  driving  the  enemy  from 
the  same,  as  soon  as  the  artillery  had  begun  shelling  the  woods,  which 
wavS  to  be  the  signal  for  advance.  In  accordance  to  this,  I  threw  out 
two  companies  (Company  A,  Captain  Duncan,  and  Company  B,  Captain 
Sawyers)  from  the  First  East  Tennessee  Regiment  j  also  Company  A, 
Captain  Marney,  of  the  Second  East  Tennessee  Regiment,  and  one  com- 
pany of  the  Eighty-fifth  Illinois,  and  one  company  of  the  Fourteenth 
Michigan,  as  skirmishers,  at  the  same  time  that  skirmishers  were  thrown 
out  from  General  Rousseau's  division. 

Shortly  after  sundown,  the  signal  was  given  by  shelling  the  woods,  and 
the  skirmishers  advanced.  The  skirmishing  becoming  heavy,  my  force 
advancing  in  front  and  General  Rousseau's  upon  the  right,  it  was  soon 
discovered,  as  they  approached  the  woods,  that  the  enemy  were  there 
in  strong  force,  and  intended  to  maintain  his  position  with  the  greatest 
obstinacy — so  much  so  that  I  thought  fit  to  order  up  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Melton,  commanding  Second  East  Tennessee  Regiment,  to  support  the 
skirmishers  in  front.  By  this  time  the  skirmishers  had  driven  the  en- 
emy back  and  gained  the  edge  of  the  woods.  Colonel  Melton  was 
ordered  to  advance  as  near  as  possible  to  the  woods,  and  then  to  order 
his  men  to  lie  flat  on  the  ground.  By  that  time  darkness  had  set  in.  I 
ordered  Colonel  Byrd,  with  the  First  East  Tennessee  Regiment,  to  take 
his  position  behind  the  intrenchments,  while  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Phillips,  of  the  same  regiment,  to  take  command  of  the  Fourteenth 
Michigan  Regiment,  and  to  flank  the  enemy  upon  the  left  and  rear,  and 
I  ordered  the  skirmishers  to  withdraw  in  good  order  and  retreat  behind 
the  Second  East  Tennessee  Regiment,  which,  at  this  time,  was  pouring 
a  galling  fire  into  the  enemy,  while  a  hot  fire  was  kept  up  by  General 
Rousseau's  skirmishers  on  the  right  and  from  the  Michigan  regiment 
on  the  left,  which  was  kept  up  until  the  enemy  abandoned  his  position, 
being  completely  routed.  The  engagement  lasted  from  6  to  near  8  o'clock, 
during  most  of  which  time  Major-General  Thomas  was  a  spectator  on 
the  field.  I  tben  ordered  my  forces  to  retire  behind  the  intrenchments, 
throwing  an  advance  picket  forward  to  hold  the  position  we  had  taken. 

The  force  under  my  command  in  this  engagement  was  composed  of 
regiments  and  parts  of  regiments ;  Of  the  First  Regiment  East  Ten- 
nessee Volunteer  Infantry,  400  men;  of  the  Second  Regiment  East  Ten- 
nessee Volunteer  Infantry,  400  men ;  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  Mich- 
igan Volunteer  Infantry,  300  men ;  of  the  Eighty  fifth  R(  giment  Ulinoii 
Volunteer  Infantry,  350  men. 
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The  loss  in  my  command  of  Tennessee  troops  was  4  wounded  from  the 
First  Regiment  and  7  wounded  from  the  Second  Regiment  East  Ten- 
nessee Volunteers.  None  killed  or  missing.  The  Fourteenth  Regiment 
Michigan  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Phillips,  of  the 
First  East  Tennessee,  reported  2  killed  and  3  wounded.  The  regiment 
left  for  Nashville  as  soon  as  the  engagement  was  over,  with  the  Eighty- 
fifth  Illinois  Regiment,  which,  during  the  engagement,  was  held  in  re- 
serve and  had  no  casualties. 

Nineteen  prisoners  were  taken  and  sent  to  corps  headquarters.  The 
loss  of  the  enemy  is  not  known,  but  said  to  be  considerable,  his  strength 
being  variously  estimated  at  from  one  to  two  brigades. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant,  I  received  an  order  from  Major- 
General  Rosecrans  informing  me  that  I,  together  with  my  command,  had 
been  permanently  attached  to  the  Eighth  Division,  commanded  by  Brig- 
adier-General Negley. 

On  tlie  evening  of  the  same  day,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Negley  to 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning. 

At  10  o'clock  at  night,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Negley  to 
order  one  of  my  regiments  to  report  to  Colouel  Miller,  commanding 
Seventh  Brigade,  for  picket  duty,  which  order  was  complied  with  by 
sending  forward  Lieutenant- Colonel  Melton,  in  command  of  the  Second 
East  Tennessee  Regiment,  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  5th. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  I  received  a  verbal  order  from  General 
Negley  to  immediately  move  forward  with  the  remaining  force  under  my 
command,  consisting  of  tbe  First  East  Tennessee  Infantry,  Col.  R.  K. 
Byrd,  and  Sixth  East  Tennessee  Infantry,  Col.  Joseph  A.  Cooper;  also 
two  sections  of  a  battery  (Tenth  Wisconsin)  commanded  by  Captain 
Beebe,  and  support  Colonel  Miller,  who  was  in  advance,  engaged  in 
building  a  bridge  over  Stone's  River  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  infantry, 
the  railroad  bridge  having  been  burned  and  injured  by  the  enemy  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  unsafe.  Being  detained.  Colonel  Byrd 
and  Ccdonel  Cooper  set  their  men  to  repairing  the  railroad  bridge,  and 
crossed  about  the  same  time  that  Colonel  Miller's  rear  crossed  the  other 
bridge,  marching  through  the  town  of  Muifreesborough,  with  my  force 
in  rear  of  Colonel  Miller's  brigade.  I  was  there  ordered  by  General 
Negley  to  take  and  occupy  a  position  near  the  crest  of  the  ridge  on  the 
Manchester  pike,  which  position  I  now  occupy. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  cavalry  having  advanced  upon  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  then  in  our  front,  and  the  skirmishing  becoming  heavy,  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Negley  to  support  the  cavalry  with  one  regiment  of 
infantry  and  one  section  of  artillery,  which  I  did  by  immediately'  order- 
ing Colonel  Byrd's  regiment  of  East  Tennessee,  400  strong,  and  Cap- 
tain Beebe,  with  one  section  of  artillery,  to  go  forward  and  report  to 
Brigadier- General  Stanley,  commanding  the  cavalry  in  front. 

The  enemy  had  retreated  to  a  point  in  the  woods  near  the  Manchester 
pike,  5  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  where  they  had  stopped  and  formed 
line  of  battle. 

On  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Byrd's  and  Captain  Beebe's  commands,  a 
sharp  fight  took  place,  both  sides  using  artillery  and  small  arms,  which 
resulted  in  a  complete  rout  of  the  enemy,  not,  however,  without  some 
loss  to  us.  Colonel  Byrd  losing  3  killed  and  12  wounded,  mostly  slight. 

About  the  time  the  fight  was  going  on  between  our  infantry  and  cav- 
alry force  of  the  enemy,  I  received  a  verbal  order  from  General  Negley 
to  advance  to  the  front  with  tbe  remaining  force  under  my  command, 
which  I  did  as  rapidly  as  possible ;  but  before  I  could  arrive  on  the 
battle-field  General  Stanley,  with  his  brigade  of  cavalry,  and  Colonel 
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Byrd,  with  his  gallant  Tennesseeans,  aided  ly  Captain  Beebe^s  shells, 
had  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy,  so  that  not  one  could  be  seen. 

All  the  trooj)s  under  my  command  behaved  well,  and  Col.  R.  K.  Byrd, 
of  the  First  East  Tennessee,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Phillips,  of  the  same 
regiment,  are  both  said  to  have  distinguished  themselves,  Colonel  Byrd 
having  his  horse  shot  and  wounded,  and  several  balls  passing  through 
his  clothes.    Several  prisoners  were  taken. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  has  since  proved  to  be  some  30  in  killed,  besides 
wounded,  which  he  took  off. 

The  two  sections  of  the  Tenth  Wisconsin  Battery  were  not  permanently 
attached  to  my  command,  and  have  since  been  ordered  back  to  Nash- 
ville. 

Herewith  I  inclose  the  reports  of  Colonel  Cooper,  Sixth  Eatt  Ten- 
nessee Eegiment  Volunteer  Infantry,  describing  the  march  from  Kash 
ville  to  this  point,  and  his  encounter  with  the  enemy  on  his  way. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties :  Went  into  action,  commissioned 
officers,  QQ ;  enlisted  men,  734 ;  horses,  8.  Lost  in  action,  killed,  en- 
listed men,  3  ;  wounded,  commissioned  officers,  1 ;  enlisted  men,  22 ; 
horses,  wounded,  1.  The  Fourteenth  Michigan  and  Eighty-fifth  Illinois, 
which  were  ordered  out  of  my  command  immediately  after  the  action, 
I  have  no  reports  of. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
■  I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  G.  SPEARS, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  First  Tennessee  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Negley, 

Commanding  Eighth  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 


No.  82. 


Report  of  Col.  Joseph  A.  Cooper,  Sixth  Tennessee  Infantry,  of  skirmish  at 

Coxh  Hill. 

Headquarters  Sixth  East  Tennessee  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  9,  1863. 
Sir  :  Permit  me  to  submit  this  my  official  report  of  the  march  of  my 
regiment  from  Nashville  to  Murfreesborough,  in  obedience  to  Special 
Orders,  No.  8,  as  follows : 

Special  Orders,  >  Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Tennessee  Volunteers, 

No.  8.  S  Naahville.Tenn.,  January  3,  1863. 

Colonel  Cooper,  with  his  entire  command  for  duty,  will  at  once  take  up  the  line  of 
march  upon  the  Murfreesborough  pike.    They  will  take  two  days'  rations.     They  will 
report  on  said  road  to  Col.  Daniel  McCook. 
By  command  of  General  Spears : 

D.  C.  TREWHITT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Complying  with  the  above  order,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  at  8 
o'clock.  We  marched  out  to  the  junction  of  the  pike,  where  we  lay  in 
the  rain  about  three  hours,  waiting  for  the  commanding  officer.  Col. 
Daniel  McCook.  He  arrived  about  12  o'clock,  and  gave  the  following 
order : 

The  two  regiments  in  advance  of  you  will  march  in  front  with  the  regiment  of  reg- 
ular cavalry,  all  except  50 ;  the  remaining  50  will  act  as  rear  guard  for  the  whole. 
Your  regiment,  the  Sixth  East  Tennessee,  will  march  immediately  in  rear  of  the  train. 

We  then  took  up  the  line  of  march  to  ]\Iurfreesborough.  We  marched, 
without  halting,  about  6  mileB,  arriving  this  side  the  lunatic  asylum. 
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There  we,  together  with  a  part  of  the  Second  East  Tennessee  Cavalry, 
which  had  come  up  with  us,  met  a  body  of  the  enemy.  The  cavalry, 
filing  to  the  right,  engaged  the  enemy,  who  consisted  of  two  or  three 
regiments  of  cavalry,  supported  by  a  small  piece  of  artillery.  The  cav- 
alry fired  one  or  two  rounds  and  fled  in  confusion,  running  through  the 
trains. 

Just  previous  to  this  occurrence,  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Mc- 
Cook  to  move  my  regiment  forward,  on  the  left,  to  the  loss  of  the  rise,  [sic] 
I  moved  forward  in  double-quick,  gaining  the  point  designated  just  in 
time  to  arrest  the  charge  of  the  enemy.  I  engaged  the  enemy  in  a  smart 
skirmish  for  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  killing  some  6  or  8,  wounding 
several,  and  capturing  10  prisoners.  I  met  the  enemy  and  repulsed 
them  without  assistance  from  the  front.  Immediately  after  the  skirmish 
a  battalion  of  infantry  came  up  on  the  left,  and  assisted  us  in  holding 
the  position.  We  met  the  enemy  and  whipped  them  without  the  loss  oi 
a  man,  either  in  killed,  wounded,  or  missing.  My  men  acted  with  great 
coolness  and  bravery. 

The  train  was  soon  reorganized,  and  we  were  again  on  the  march. 
We  arrived  at  La  Yergne  without  interruption.  At  that  point  the  two 
regiments  in  advance  and  the  battalion,  which  came  up  during  the  skir- 
mish, were  mounted  on  the  train,  leaving  my  command  on  foot  in  rear 
of  the  train.  1  rode  forward  and  asked  Colonel  McCook  what  I  should 
do.  He  first  said  I  had  better  encamp  there  with  my  command.  1 
then  told  him  it  was  *^  most  too  far  from  shore  for  me  to  cast  anchor.'' 
He  then  ordered  me  to  march  on  as  fast  as  I  could  on  foot,  so  that  if 
they  were  attacked  we  could  come  up  to  their  assistance,  and  said  '^he 
was  ordered  to  go  through  that  night."  I  obeyed  said  order,  keeping 
in  my  rear  the  100  cavalry  first  mentioned  and  a  portion  of  the  Second 
East  Tennessee  Cavalry  until  we  arrived  inside  the  lines.  I  then  halted, 
let  the  cavalry  pass,  and  went  into  camp  for  the  night. 

I^ext  morning  at  daylight  I  took  the  line  of  march  and  marched  to 
headquarters  of  Major- General  Rosecrans,  where  I  reported  to  Brig. 
Gen.  James  G.  Spears. 

I  had  in  all  when  I  went  to  the  skirmish,  and  also  when  it  ended, 
present,  12  commissioned  officers  and  213  enlisted  men. 

AU  of  the  above  I  respectfully  submit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  A.  COOPER, 
Colonel  Sixth  East  Tennessee  Infantry, 

Oapt.  D.  C.  Teewhitt, 

Asst  Adjt  Gen,j  First  Brigade,  East  Tennessee  Vols, 


No.  83. 


Report  of  Col,   Timothy  R.   Stanley^  Eighteenth   Ohio  Infantry,  com- 

manding  Second  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Twenty -ninth  Brigade, 
Battle-field,  near  Mur/reeshorough^  Tenn.,  January  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  Before  the  smoke  of  battle  is  over,  and  while  the  dead  lie  un- 
interred,  I  desire  to  make  the  following  important  report: 

On  the  30th  of  December  the  Eighth  Division  occupied  the  extreme 
right  of  the  advance  of  the  army  at  this  point,  my  brigade  occupying 
the  right.  The  enemy  were  in  our  immediate  front  and  extending  to 
our  right  It  was  expected  that  General  McCook  would  occupy  our 
right  and  first  engage  the  enemy  theie.    I  diieoted  Colonel  Scott,  with 
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his  regiment  (Niueteenth  Illinois),  as  skirmishers,  to  protect  our  right 
flank,  but  not  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  as  you  had  orders  not  to  do 
so  at  that  time.  It,  however,  became  necessary  to  occupy  some  build- 
ings in  a  field,  from  which  we  were  annoyed  by  the  enemy,  and  Colonel 
Scott  drove  them  from  the  place  and  afterward  held  it.  We  were  then 
annoyed  from  a.  barn  and  brick-kiln  in  our  advance  and  right,  and  Colo- 
nel Scott  charged  and  drove  them  away.  Quite  a  number  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  in  these  skirmishes  and  some  two  or  three  of  our  men. 

During  the  day  General  McCook  came  up  on  our  right  and  sharply 
3ngaged  the  enemy.  At  night  we  lay  on  our  arms,  and  early  on  the 
morning  of  December  31  our  skirmishers  advanced  and  drove  the  ene- 
my's skirmishers  partly  through  the  woods  in  our  front,  and  General 
McCook  engaged  them  on  our  right,  but  eventually  fell  back,  and  then 
a  very  heavy  force  was  precipitated  on  our  front  and  right,  and  on  the 
Seventh  Brigade,  to  my  left.  This  infantry  force  was  supported  by  a 
battery  on  our  front  and  one  in  intrenchments  on  our  left,  and  the  fire 
was  very  severe ;  but  the  brigade  (as  also  did  the  Seventh  Brigade,  on 
my  left)  sustained  the  fire  without  falling  back,  and  poured  such  a  well- 
directed  fire  upon  the  enemy  that  they  Mtered,  and  their  ranks  were 
thin  and  stayed  ;  but  the  troops  on  our  right  and  left  had  fallen  back 
so  far  as  to  bring  the  enemy  on  three  sides  of  us  and  fast  closing  on  our 
rear.  At  this  time  General  Neglcy  directed  the  division  to  cut  its  way 
through,  to  join  our  other  troops  in  the  rear.  This  we  did  in  good  order, 
halting  at  two  points  and  checking  the  enemy  by  a  well-directed  fire, 
which  by  this  time  they  had  learned  to  fear. 

After  we  had  formed  in  line  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill,  an  officer  from 
another  division  rode  to  the  front  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  and  ordered 
them  forward,  himself  leading  the  way,  and  made  the  charge  upon  the 
enemy  in  the  woods ;  but  the  enemy  was  so  strong  there  that  the  regi- 
ment was  compelled  to  fall  back  with  heavy  loss.  As  soon,  however, 
as  I  saw  the  move,  I  called  upon  the  Eleventh  Michigan  to  follow  me  to 
their  support,  which  they  did  most  gallantly ;  but  I  soon  called  them 
off,  as  they  had  no  support  and  the  fire  was  murderous.  I  exceedingly 
regretted  this  order  from  an  officer  not  having  command  over  me,  and 
without  consulting  yourself  or  me.  Many  of  my  men  were  left  on  the 
field. 

Early  in  the  action  of  this  day  I  discovered  that  Colonel  Cassilly,  of 
the  Sixty -ninth  Ohio  Volunteers,  was  so  drunk  as  to  be  unfitted  to  com- 
mand, and  I  ordered  him  to  the  rear  in  arrest,  and  placed  Major  Hickcox 
in  command,  who  soon  after  was  injured  by  the  concussion  of  a  shell,  so 
as  to.be  unfit  for  duty,  and  thus  the  regiment  was  left  without  a  com- 
mander. I,  however,  knew  nothing  of  this  for  some  time  after;  but 
members  of  my  staff  found  them  scattering,  rallied  them,  and  directed 
the  senior  officer  present.  Captain  Putnam,  to  take  command.  Captain 
Brigham,  the  senior  captain  of  the  regiment,  had  been  out  with  skir- 
mishers, and  was  not  at  this  time  with  the  regiment.  The  regiment  did 
but  little  service  in  the  action,  but  the  company  officers  did  what  they 
could,  and  in  that  way  helped  us  some. 

I  recommend  the  dismissal  of  Colonel  Cassilly  from  the  service.  I 
cannot  for  a  moment  tolerate  or  pass  over  such  flagrant  conduct.  I  saw 
nothing  of  him  after  the  action,  but  have  learned  that  he  was  wounded 
and  has  gone  to  Nashville.  A  man  who  will  come  to  the  field  of  battle, 
having  the  lives  of  so  many  in  his  keeping,  in  such  a  situation,  no  mat- 
ter what  his  social  position,  is  totally  unfit  for  any  command. 

On  January  2,  the  enemy  attacked  the  left  flank  of  our  army  in  strong 
force  of  infantry  and  artillery,  and  soon  irove  our  scattered  forces  to 
the  rear.     General  Eosecrans  and  General  Negley  were  both  on  the 
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groancl  occupied  by  the  Eighth  Division,  and  ordered  my  brigade  for- 
ward across  Stone's  River  to  stay  the  advancing  forces.  This  was  done 
with  a  will,  the  Nineteenth  Illinois  leading,  accompanied  by  the  Seventh 
Brigade.  They  met  the  enemy  with  cheers,  and  with  ^uch  determina- 
tion that  very  soon  the  enemy  gave  way,  followed  closely  by  us,  and 
were  driven  from  every  position  up  the  hill  through  the  woods,  and 
through  an  open  field  to  woods  beyond. 

In  this  gallant  chaige  my  brigade  charged  a  battery  and  took  three 
bravss  pieces.  We  occupied  the  field,  and  soon  re-enforcements  came  to 
our  relief,  butit  was  nearly  dark,  and  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  advance 
further  without  orders,  as  there  was  a  battery  in  the  woods  beyond, 
which  took  effect  upon  us  at  short  range.  I  here  rallied  my  men  and 
formed  a  little  in  rear  of  the  crest  of  the  hill.  It  was  now  about  dark, 
and  upon  your  order  I  withdrew  my  command  to  our  former  position. 

In  this  engagement,  as  also  in  the  one  of  December  31,  the  Seventh 
Brigade  acted  in  concert  with  my  own,  and  sometimes  the  two,  to  some 
extent,  were  intermingled,  but  fought  together  without  confusion,  and 
thus  the  troops  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michi- 
gan stood  side  by  side,  each  vying  with  the  other  in  the  conflict. 

With  the  exception  of  Colonel  Oassilly,  I  know  of  no  conduct  worthy 
of  censure,  but  much  to  commend.  They  acted  with  that  bravery  ex- 
pected of  well-disciplined  troops  fighting  in  a  just  cause.  They  stood 
manfully  and  bravely  the  appalling  ^e  of  a  much  larger  force,  and  in 
the  last  engagement  met  and  repulsed  the  enemy  in  superior  force, 
elated  with  a  supposed  victory.  The  officers  and  men,  almost  without 
exception,  behaved  with  the  most  determined  bravery. 

Colonel  Stoughton,  of  the  Eleventh  Michigan,  was  in  the  thickest  of 
the  fight,  encouraging  his  men,  and  throughout  both  engagements  acted 
with  the  most  distinguished  gallantry.  Good  judgment  was  also  dis- 
played by  him  in  rallying  his  own  men  and  others  of  my  brigade  at  the 
crest  of  the  hill  in  the  last  engagement,  during  my  temporary  absence 
on  another  part  of  the  field.  Colonel  Scott,  of  the  Nineteenth  Illinois, 
was  also  where  danger  was  most  imminent,  and  by  his  coolness  and 
bravery  aided  his  regiment  in  their  gallant  defense  the  first  day,  and 
charge,  the  second.  He  was  seriously  wounded  in  the  second  engage- 
ment, and  carried  off  the  field  cheering  and  encouraging  his  men. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Given,  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio,  was  also  at  his 
post,  and  the  thinned  ranks" of  that  regiment  show  how  well  they  ex- 
posed themselves  to  the  missiles  of  the  enemy.  He  was  cool,  brave,  and 
judicious. 

Those  officers,  by  their  coolness  and  bravery,  as  well  as  good  judg- 
ment and  promptness  of  action,  aided  me  in  all  my  orders,  and  thus,  by 
combined  action  and  cool  bravery,  the  brigade  sustained  the  most  de 
termined  shocks  and  repulsed  the  enemy  at  all  points. 

It  would  be  invidious  in  me  more  particularly  to  specify  individual 
cases  of  bravery.    Where  all  do  well  it  is  hard  to  particularize. 

It  is  but  just,  however,  to  speak  in  commendation  of  Captain  Brig- 
ham,  of  the  Sixty -ninth  Ohio.  Under  his  leadership  a  part  of  the  regi- 
ment was  in  front  of  the  battle  in  the  last  engagement,  and  behaved 
most  gallantly.  The  regiment  is  a  good  one,  and  only  needed  a  leader 
the  first  day  to  have  taken  a  more  active  part  in  that  engagement. 

The  members  of  my  staff.  Lieutenants  Bishop,  Temple,  Piatt,  Sweeny, 
Rarick,  and  Cunningham,  all  were  prompt  and  efficient  in  carrying  my 
orders  and  aiding  me,  no  matter  what  the  danger.  The  same  may  also 
be  said  of  my  orderlies  and  clerks,  Coffin,  Mercer,  and  Adams,  and  Agnew 
and  Riley,  who  were  prompt  and  efficient. 

I  deem  it  but  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  say  of  our  division  commander 
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that  in  all  he  was  cool,  prudent,  and  determined.  In  the  first  engage- 
ment, when  we  were  snrrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  enemy  (the  right  and 
left  having  retired  far  to  onr  rear),  he  said  to  me,  "  We  must  cut  our 
way  through,'^  and  gallantly  led  the  division  for  that  purpose;  but  the 
enemy  wisely  opened  a  way  for  u8,  and  only  closed  uijon  us  at  a  respect- 
ful distance.  If  we  have  acquitted  ourselves  with  honor,  much  of  it  is 
due  to  his  careful  training,  his  cool  self-possession,  and  the  confidence 
we  all  feel  in  him. 

Surgeons  Bogue,  Johnson,  and  Elliott,  and  their  assistants,  rendered 
all  the  aid  in  their  power  in  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded. 
It  is  claimed  by  some  of  my  men  that  the  Nineteenth  Illinois  took  the 
enemy^s  colors  on  the  second  day.  The  same  is  also  claimed  by  the 
Seventh  Brigade.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  colors  were  taken,  the  two 
brigades  acting  in  concert.  And  while  I  desire  for  my  brigade  all  credit 
for  gallantry,  I  would  not  in  the  least  detract  from  the  other,  which  was 
side  by  side  with  us. 

In  these  engagements  many  of  my  valuable  officers  and  men  were  killed 
and  wounded. 

Our  thinned  ranks  show  how  well  they  faced  the  enemy.  The  last 
engagement  was  against  the  enemy^s  best  troops  in  superior  force.  They 
had  never  before  been  beaten,  but  now  they  were  driven  in  confusion, 
leaving  hundreds  of  their  dead  and  dying  on  the  field. 

Captain  Schultz,  with  his  battery,  rendered  me  efiicient  service,  and  was 
ready  and  enthusiastic  in  executing  my  orders.  He  did  his  duty  well. 
On  the  first  day  one  of  his  pieces  became  entangled  in  the  woods,  and 
was  abandoned.     We  more  than  compensated  this  loss  the  second  day. 

I  append  a  list  of  the  casualties,  and  propose  hereafter  to  make  a  more 
detailed  report. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  STANLEY, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Oapt.  James  A.  Lowrie, 

As8t,  Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  tStaff,  Eighth  Division, 


Hkadquaktekb  Twenty-ninth  Bbioadb, 
Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 
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Bespectfully  sabmitted. 


M.  D.  Temi'LE, 

lAtutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


[T.  R.  STANLEY,] 
Oolontl,  Commanding. 


Bat  see  reyibed  btatemeuti  p.  211. 
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Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

Murfreeshorough,  March  — ,  1863. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Blair,  Michigan  : 

S.  B :  I  deem  it  but  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  an  efficient  and  brave 
officer  to  say  to  you,  as  the  Governor  of  the  State  from  which  he  comes, 
what  I  have  said  in  my  official  report  of  Col.  William  L.  Stoughton, 
commanding  the  Eleventh  Michigan,  a  part  of  my  brigade.  In  the  late 
battles  of  Stone^s  River,  General  S^'egley's  division,  of  which  my  brigade 
was  the  right,  on  Wednesday,  the  31st  December,  and  Friday,  the  2d 
January,  was  placed  in  prominent  and  important  positions,  and  nobly 
and  heroically  acted  its  part. 

On  Tuesday,  the  30th,  we  had  some  severe  skirmishing,  first  by  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois  and  Eighteenth  Ohio,  the  last  relieved  by  the  Elev- 
enth Michigan.  Each  regiment  had  men  killed  and  wounded  on  that 
day,  and  well  sustained  its  position.  Tuesday  night  the  Eleventh 
was  detailed  by  me  for  most  arduous  and  important  duty — the  care  of 
the  extreme  front  in  face  of  the  enemy.  I  gave  the  matter  wholly  into 
the  hands  of  Colonel  Stoughton,  and  during  all  that  cold,  bitter  night 
he  watched,  and,  with  his  regiment,  without  fires,  kept  the  front,  and 
were  not  nor  could  they  have  been  surprised.  In  the  morning  they 
were  relieved,  but  only  to  be  soon  called  again  into  more  terrible  con- 
flicts. Id  that  terrible  carnage — death,  bull-dog  fighting — my  brigade 
bore  a  conspicuous  part,  being  uncovered, on  our  right  by  our  associates 
being  driven  to  the  rear,  and  falling  back  only  when  flanked — in  fact 
surrounded — in  that  falling  back,  in  good  order,  fighting  every  step  of 
the  way,  repulsing  the  enemy  at  every  available  point.  In  all  these  the 
Eleventh  was  in  the  right  place  in  the  midst  of  danger,  never  for  a 
moment  flinching.  Colonel  Stoughton  was  in  his  place,  handling  his 
men  with  ease  and  to  the  purpose.  After  we  had  formed  a  new  line  at 
the  rear,  one  of  my  regiments  was  called  upon  by  a  major-general  from 
another  command  to  make  a  desperate  charge  upon  the  enemy  in  the 
woods,  and,  seeing  them  in  close  quarters,  I  called  to  the  Eleventh  to 
follow  me  to  their  rescue,  which  they  did  most  gallantly,  led  by  their 
gallant  commander,  and  fought  until  called  off  by  myself.  From  that 
time  until  Friday  we  were  ready,  as  at  all  times,  for  the  foe,  but  it  was 
not  until  Friday  evening  that  we  had  an  opportunity  to  show  our  teeth. 
Then  our  extreme  left  was  being  driven  before  the  enemy ;  a  whole  di- 
vision (three  brigades)  was  falling  back  in  disorder,  followed  by  a  supe- 
rior force.  Our  gallant  commander.  General  Rosecrans,  saw  it  in  person, 
and  rode  to  me,  ordering  me  forward  with  my  brigade,  which  was  re- 
sponded to  with  cheers  and  immediate  action.  Colonel  Stoughton,  with 
his  regiment,  took  the  extreme  right,  charging  and  driving  the  foe  in 
terrible  confusion,  and  exactly  at  the  right  point,  halting  and  rallying 
his  own  men  and  others  in  his  vicinity,  thus  forming  a  new  line  at  the 
right  time  and  in  the  right  place.  I  was  at  this  moment  in  another  part  of 
the  field,  but  quickly  there,  and  found  him  holding  his  position,  having 
routed  the  enemy  out  of  his  sight.  This  was  a  most  gallant  exploit,  and 
reflects  the  highest  credit  on  Colonel  Stoughton  and  his  command.  I 
bespeak  for  him  your  influence  at  Washington  to  make  him  a  brigadier- 
general,  a  position  to  which  he  is  entitled,  and  which  he  would  fill  with 
credit  to  himself  and  the  country.  In  addition  to  his  gallantry  and 
judicious  management,  his  heart  is  in  his  country's  cause. 

This  is  written  wholly  without  any  suggestion  from  Colonel  Stough- 
ton or  any  one  for  him,  but  on  my  own  sense  of  justice  to  a  deserving 
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officer.  For  the  last  two  luontlis  Colonel  Stoughton  has  been  provost 
marshal  of  Murfieesborough,  a  difficult  task,  but  has  done  his  dutj 
well. 

Very  respectfully,  Tour  Excellency's  obedient  se  yant, 

T.  E.  STANLEY, 
Colonel  Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry ,  Commanding, 


No.  84. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  Alexander  W.  Raffen,  Nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Nineteenth  EEaiMBNT  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Gamp  near  Murfreeshorough^  Tenn.y  January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  submit  to  you  my  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Nineteenth  Eegiment  Illinois  Infantry  in  the  late  engagements 
before  Murfreesborough. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  December  30,  the  regiment,  under  the  command 
of  its  colonel,  Joseph  E.  Scott,  was,  by  your  orders,  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers, to  take  possession  of  and  hold  certain  buildings  on  the  Nolensville 
pike.  On  the  north  side  of  said  pike,  on  our  front  and  right,  opposite 
the  above  buildings,  was  a  brick -yard,  in  which  we  found  the  enemy  in 
strong  numbers.  We  succeeded,  after  a  short  struggle,  in  driving  in 
their  line  of  skirmishers,  which  had  been  thrown  out,  taking  possession 
of  the  designated  places.  We  held  the  position  thus  gained  until  re- 
lieved, about  12  m.,  by  the  Forty-second  Illinois  on  our  right  and  the 
Eighteenth  Ohio  on  our  left.  We  then  retired,  and  were  held  as  a 
reserve,  remaining  in  that  position  until  next  morning,  the  31st. 

At  about  9  a.  m.  of  the  31st  we  became  engaged  with  a  large  force  of 
the  enemy.  By  your  orders  we  changed  our  position,  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  and  preventing,  if  possible,  our  right  wing  from  being 
turned,  which  after  some  two  hours'  hard  fighting,  the  enemy  succeeded 
in  doing.  We  retired,  falling  back  in  line  of  battle  to  the  cedar  forest, 
where  we  halted,  but  were  ordered  to  fall  back  still  farther.  We  again 
made  a  stand  some  50  yards  from  the  edge  of  the  forest,  engaging  the 
enemy  alone.  We  held  our  position,  perhaps,  half  an  hour,  but  our  colo- 
nel, seeing  that  we  were  in  danger  of  being  outflanked,  ordered  a  retreat, 
which  was  done  in  good  order,  falling  back  to  the  railroad.  By  your 
orders  we  changed  our  position  several  times  during  the  day,  but  we 
were  not  engaged  in  action. 

On  Thursday,  January  1, 1863,  we  changed  our  position  several  times, 
but  did  not  become  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  2d,  about  3.30  p.  m.,  the  enemy  suddenly  attacked  our  left 
with  great  fury,  and  after  some  severe  fighting  the  left  gave  way.  We 
were  then  ordered  forward  to  their  support.  Charging  upon  the  enemy, 
we  drove  them  back.  Crossing  Stone's  Eiver,  we  forced  them  beyond 
their  batteries,  capturing  four  of  their  guns,  remaining  masters  of  the 
field. 

Early  in  the  engagement  our  colonel,  while  gallantly  leading  his  men, 
fell,  severely,  but  not  dangerously,  wounded,  the  command  then  devolv- 
ing upon  me  j  and  I  here  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  bravery 
and  good  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  in  my  command.  But  where 
all  did  their  duty  so  nobly,  it  would  be  unjust  to  disci  minate. 
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Inclosed  please  find  list  of  casualties  in  my  command.* 
Trusting  the  above  may  prove  satisfactory,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  W.  RAFFBN, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Nineteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 
Col.  T.  R.  Stanley, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Brigade. 


ISTo.  85. 

Report  of  CoL  William  L,  Stoughton,  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 
In  the  Field,  near  Murfree^horough,  Tenju,  January  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  orders,  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Eleventh  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry  in  the  recent  en- 
gagement : 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  heavy  firing  was  heard  to  our  right 
and  front,  and  apparently  rapidly  approaching  the  position  occupied 
by  the  Twenty-ninth  Brigade.  My  regiment  was  immediately  formed 
and  marched  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  near  brigade  headquarters.  The 
skirmishing  soon  after  indicated  the  approach  of  the  Giiemy  to  the  right 
of  this  position,  and,  under  orders  from  Colonel  Stanley,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  General  Rousseau,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle 
under  cover  of  a  ledge  of  rocks,  about  100  yards  in  this  direction.  The 
skirmishing  continued  with  much  spirit  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  a 
heavy  roar  of  musketry  and  artillery  indicated  that  the  principal  attack 
of  the  enemy  was  being  made  immediately  to  our  left  and  rear.  I  im- 
mediately gave  orders  to  change  front  to  the  rear  on  the  first  company, 
which  was  promptly  executed  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  the  regiment  ad- 
vanced to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  from  which  Schultz's  battery  had  first 
been  drawn,  under  a  galling  fire,  and  poured  a  well  directed  fire  into 
the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy,  and  continued  to  load  and  fire 
with  great  coolness  and  bravery  until  the  orders  came  to  fall  back. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  apparently  concentrated  upon  this  point,  and 
was  terrific.  The  slaughter  was  great,  and  men  and  ofiicers  fell  on 
every  side.  The  regiment  fell  back  about  100  yards,  and  was  again 
formed  and  poured  a  fire  into  the  enemy  as  he  raised  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  and  then  retired  to  the  cover  of  the  cedars  in  our  rear.  Here  some 
confusion  was  at  first  manifested.  A  large  number  of  regiments  had 
fallen  back  here  for  protection,  and  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry 
opened  upon  us  from  all  sides,  except  to  our  left,  toward  the  Murfrees- 
borough  pike.  Order  was,  however,  promptly  restored  by  our  division 
and  brigade  commanders,  and  then  my  regiment,  with  the  others,  moved 
back  in  good  order,  keeping  up  a  steady  fire  on  the  enemy.  When  near 
the  cleared  field,  to  the  right  of  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  the  regiment 
was  rallied  and  held  the  ground  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes,  checking 
the  advance  of  the  enemy.  It  was  then  marched  about  half  way  across 
the  open  field  to  the  pike,  when  orders  came  to  charge  back  into  the 
cedars.  My  regiment  promptly  obeyed  my  orders,  rallied  on  their 
colors,  and  charged  back  into  the  woods  Vv^ith  great  gallantry,  checking 
the  enemy  by  their  sudden  and  impetuous  charge.    After  delivering 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  211. 
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our  fire,  orders  came  from  the  brigade  communder  to  retire,  and  the 
regiment  fell  back,  in  good  order,  to  the  left  of  the  Murfreesborough 
pike.    Here  closed  the  active  operations  of  the  day. 

On  the  2d  of  January  the  regiment  was  again  called  into  action.  In 
the  afternoon  of  that  day  we  were  posted  in  an  open  field  in  the  rear  of 

battery,  on  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  and  about  100  yards  to 

the  right  of  Wilson's  Creek.  Between  3  and  4  o'clock  the  enemy  made 
a  heavy  attack  with  artillery  and  infantry  on  our  front.  My  command 
was  kept  lying  on  the  ground,  protected  by  a  slight  hill,  for  about  thirty 
minutes.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  the  enemy  had  driven  back  our 
forces  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  and  one  regiment  crossed  in 
great  disorder,  many  without  arms,  and  rushed  through  our  ranks.  As 
soon  as  the  enemy  came  within  range  across  the  creek,  my  regiment, 
with  the  others  of  this  brigade,  rose  up  and  gave  him  a  destructive  fire, 
and  immediately  charged  over  the  creek,  the  enemy  falling  back  under 
cover  of  the  woods.  In  crossing  the  creek,  my  line  of  battle  was  neces- 
sarily broken,  and  I  led  them  forward  to  a  fence  on  a  rise  of  ground  and 
formed  them  in  line,  when  they  immediately  opened  an  effective  fire  on 
the  enemy,  who,  in  a  short  time,  retreated  through  the  woods.  The 
regiment  promptly  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  delivered  a 
rapid  fire  on  him,  as  he  retreated  across  the  open  field. 

The  Eleventh  was  among  the  first  who  crossed  the  creek  and  assisted 
in  capturing  four  pieces  of  artillery  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  their 
flight.  At  this  time  my  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  and  I,  with 
the  other  regiments  in  the  advance,  formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  held 
our  position  until  recalled  across  the  creek. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  bravery  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand. They  fought  with  the  coolness  of  veterans,  and  obeyed  com- 
mands under  the  hottest  fire  with  the  precision  of  the  parade  ground. 

Lieutenants  Wilson  and  Flynn  were  killed  while  gallantly  discharg- 
ing their  duties  as  companj^  commanders.  Major  Smith  and  lieuten- 
ants Hall,  Briggs,  and  Howard  were  wounded,  the  two  former  severely, 
and  are  prisoners  of  war. 

The  officers  of  my  command,  without  exception,  behaved  with  great 
gallantry,  coolness,  and  fortitude.  Where  all  nobly  discharged  their 
duty,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  unjust  to  discriminate. 

The  following  are  the  casualties,  as  far  as  known  at  this  time :  Killed, 
25;  wounded,  70;  and  missing,  23;  aggregate  Joss,  118.* 
I  am,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  L    STOTJGHTON, 
Colonel  Eleventh  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry, 

M.  D.  Temple, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  86 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah  Given,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry, 

Hdqks.  Eighteenth  Regt.  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantby, 

Before  Murfreeshorough,  January  4,  1863. 
1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  30  the  Ei^:hteenth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  under  my  command,  with  Capt.  A.  Fenton,  acting  major; 

^  Bat  see  revised  Btatemeot,  p.  211. 
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and  Lieut.  A.  W.  S.  Miuear,  iidjutant,  took  positkn  with  the  reserve  on 
the  left  of  the  center  wing. 

At  1  p.  m.,  under  your  orders,  1  took  position  in  the  woods  to  the  west 
of  the  Wilson  pike,  joining  with  the  left  of  the  right  wing.  At  the 
instance  of  the  commander  of  the  left  flank  regiment  of  the  right  wing, 
I  relieved  three  of  his  companies,  then  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  en- 
gaging the  enemy.  My  skirmishers  soon  started  the  enemy,  and  would 
have  cleared  the  woods  but  for  an  order  received  from  the  right  not  to 
advance  our  part  of  the  line ;  whereupon  I  fell  back  to  the  first  position, 
preserving  an  alignment  with  my  right.  At  5  p.  m.  I  was  relieved  by 
the  Eleventh  Michigan,  and  I  moved  to  the  rear,  where  I  remained  all 
night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  I  again  took  position  with  the  reserve,  but 
was  soon  ordered  forward  to  support  the  battery.  At  —  a.  m.  I  was 
ordered  to  take  position  in  rear  of  the  position  and  fronting  to  the  rear, 
it  having  been  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  turned  our  right,  l^o 
enemy  appearing  at  that  point,  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  again  on 
the  hill  to  support  the  battery.  I  found  the  batterymen  much  endan- 
gered by  the  enemy's  skirmishers  to  the  right.  I  deployed  a  company 
and  soon  removed  them. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  woods  on  the  left,  the  enemy 
having  made  his  appearance  in  that  direction.  When  moving  to  that  po 
sition,  a  very  considerable  consternation  was  observed  among  oar  forces, 
many  Of  the  regiments  moving  to  the  rear.  Observing  that  a  regiment 
still  held  the  position,  I  moved  rajndly  to  its  rear ;  that  regiment  was  lying 
down,  so  that  my  men  were  enabled  to  remain  in  their  rear  and  engage 
in  the  firing.  This  position  was  rendered  necessary,  other  regiments 
having  moved  into  the  only  available  position  on  the  right  and  left. 
By  the  combined  efforts  of  the  forces  there,  the  enemy  was  driven  from 
the  woods,  but  very  soon  a  piece  of  artillery  was  brought  into  position 
against  us.  I  hastened  to  where  our  battery  was,  to  ask  that  it  might 
be  brought  to  bear  against  the  enemy^s  piece  that  was  then  doing  fear- 
ful havoc  among  our  ranks.  I  learned  that  for  want  of  ammunition 
none  of  our  pieces  were  available.  In  the  midst  of  this  terrible  fire  I 
received  your  order  to  fall  back,  which  I  did,  my  men  preserving  per- 
fect order. 

During  this  engagement  Gapt.  A.  Penton,  who  was  acting  major,  and 
whose  services  proved  of  inestimable  value,  fell,  wounded,  and  was  placed 
on  a  horse  and  started  to  the  rear  •,  since  that  nothing  has  been  heard 
of  him,  and  I  have  reason  to  fear  that  he  has  fallen  into  the  enemy's 
hands.  After  falling  back,  as  ordered,  to  the  point  near  the  Nashville 
pike,  I  received  your  order  to  take  a  position  in  line  with  the  Nineteentn 
Illinois,  and  in  rear  of  a  line  formed,  as  I  understood,  by  a  part  of  Gen- 
eral Rousseau's  command.  We  had  scarcely  taken  our  position  when 
the  enemy  engaged  the  first  line,  which,  after  some  minutes,  retired, 
under  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy.  Anticipating  the  movement,  I 
caused  my  men  to  lie  down,  and  cautioned  them  to  hold  their  tire  until 
the  enemy  closed  on  them.  The  first  line  passed  over  my  men,  closely 
followed  by  the  enemy.  My  men,  observing  well  the  caution  I  had 
given,  poured  a  well-directed  fire  into  the  enemy,  which  checked  them ; 
but  soon  their  second  line  pressed  upon  me,  when  1,  with  the  rest  of  the 
line,  fell  back. 

Immediately  on  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  the  Nineteenth  Illinois 
was  moved  to  another  position  on  his  flank,  so  that  no  other  regiment 
remained  on  the  line  with  me.  I  moved  to  the  rear  gradually,  returning 
the  enemy's  fire,  until  I  found  myself  on  open  ground,  when  I  ordered 
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my  men  to  move  double-quick  to  a  point  covered  from  the  enemy's  fire, 
where  I  rallied  my  men  and  reformed  my  ranks,  which  had  become 
somewhat  broken  in  the  retreat. 

Just  as  I  had  accomplished  this,  General  Eousseau  ordered  me  to  charge 
the  woods  again,  encouraging  the  men  to  charge  by  taking  the  lead 
m  person.  The  men,  already  breathless  from  fatigue,  approached  the 
olose  woods,  but  slowly,  yet  in  perfect  order,  notwithstanding  the  enemy 
from  the  cover  of  the  woods  met  us  with  a  withering  fire.  My  men  bravely 
charged  upon  the  hidden  enemy  and  drove  them  back  into  the  woods, 
where  they  held  them  at  bay  for  some  twenty  minutes.  Seeing  that  I 
was  unsupported,  and  standing  against  a  much  stronger  force,  and  that 
some  60  of  my  command  had  already  fallen,  I  ordered  a  retreat,  return- 
ing to  the  same  place  from  which  I  had  started  under  General  Kousseau's 
order. 

In  this  engagement  Oapt.  P.  E.  Taylor  fell,  mortally  wounded ;  also 
Lieutenant  Minear,  adjutant,  fell,  severely  wounded.  I  was  then,  with 
the  balance  of  the  brigade,  withdrawn  from  the  field  for  that  day. 

My  command  was  not  actually  engaged  again  until  the  afternoon  of 
the  2d  instant.  I  took  position  in  rear  of  the  battery  in  our  center 
about  4  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  appeared  to  our  left.  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Kegley  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  battery  on  the  left,  and 
to  take  covering  behind  the  buildings  near  the  position.  When  I  ar- 
rived there,  I  saw  the  enemy's  columns  advancing  under  cover  of  the 
woods  to  our  left,  the  head  of  his  column  almost  to  the  creek.  I  imme- 
diately deployed  my  column  and  moved  my  line  forward  to  a  fence,  from 
which  my  men  sent  a  well-directed  fire  against  the  enemy. 

At  this  point  Oapt.  J.  M.  Welch,  who  was  acting  major,  was  carried 
from  the  field,  severely  wounded  ;  also  Sergt.  L.  D.  Carter,  aiding  me  as 
adjutant.  Seeing  that  our  fire  brought  the  enemy  to  a  halt,  and  that 
our  forces  were  advancing,  I  ordered  my  men  forward  across  the  stream, 
which  was  promptly  under  execution  when  T  discovered  the  enemy  mov- 
ing on  our  right  in  the  woods  in  heavy  force,  evidently  intending  to 
attack  us  on  our  flank.  I  immediately  ordered  a  halt,  and  rallied  my 
mer  who  had  not  already  crossed  the  stream,  leaving  those  who  had 
crossed,  as  I  supposed,  to  the  command  of  Captain  Welch,  of  whose 
wounds  I  was  not  informed.  1  rallied  my  men,  getting  many  men  from 
other  regiments,  and  moved  toward  the  woods. on  the  right.  Finding 
my  ranks  very  imperfectly  formed,  I  called  a'  halt  to  allow  the  men  a 
moment's  rest,  and  to  prepare  my  ranks  for  a  charge  bayonet.  Just  as 
I  halted,  a  regiment  arrived  in  my  rear  and  passed  on.  Just  then  I 
received  an  order  from  General  Palmer  to  move  forward,  which  1  did, 
taking  position  on  the  right  of  the  other  regiment.  The  line  soon  pressed 
the  enemy  back,  discovering  which  I  moved  my  line  forward ;  but  find- 
ing that  the  other  regiment  did  not  advance,  I  caused  my  bugler  to 
sound  a  retreat,  so  as  to  align  my  forces  with  the  other  regiment.  Just 
as  the  line  was  moving  to  the  rear,  a  man  on  the  right  called  out,  ^'They 
are  flanking  us  from  the  woods  on  the  right."  This  caused  some  of  the 
men  to  retreat  hastily.  I  hastened  to  the  open  ground,  from  which  I 
saw  that  the  report  was  false,  when  I  rallied  those  that  had  fled,  and 
returned  to  the  woods  again.  We  continued  to  reply  to  the  enemy's 
fire  until  darkness  set  in,  when  I  withdrew,  other  forces  having  arrived 
to  hold  the  ground. 

In  this  charge  Oapt.  George  Stivers,  a  most  valuable  officer,  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded.  The  behavior  of  all  ray  officers  in  these  various  engage- 
ments was  such  as  that  I  may  only  say  every  one  did  all  that  he  could, 
or  that  any  one  in  his  position  could  have  done,  and  as  to  my  men,  I  cai 
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praise  uo  one  above  auotlier.    All  did  well  alike,  except  three  or  foui 
cowards,  who  deserted  tlieir  posts  aud  w  ent  back  to  Nastiville 
I  hereto  append  a  list  of  our  loss.* 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  GIYEX, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Col.  T.  R.  Stanley, 

Commanding  Twenty-ninth  Brigade, 


No.  87. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  George  F,  Elliott,  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-ntnth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Mnrfreeshorough,  Tenn.^  January  10,  1863. 

Agreeably  to  orders,  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  the 
Sixty-ninth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers  took  in  the  battle  of  Stone^s 
River,  omitting  all  the  incidents  up  to  the  morning  of  December  31, 
1862 : 

The  Sixty -ninth  Regiment  occupied  the  left  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Bri- 
gade, IS^egley's  division,  and  was  ordered  to  advance  about  6  a.  m.  across 
the  Nolens ville  pike.  Did  so,  and  sent  out  three  companies  to  the  front. 
Remained  in  that  position  one  and  a  half  hours.  Received  an  order  to 
fall  back  to  the  right  of  Schultz's  battery,  which  was  executed  in  good 
order,  the  regiment  sustaining  a  heavy  fire  from  front  and  flank  during 
that  time.  Remained  in  that  position,  fighting,  until  the  division  was 
ordered  to  retire  back  as  far  as  the  pike.  There  the  regiment  was  re- 
formed. 

During  all  these  moves  and  fighting  we  had  many  killed  and  wounded. 
During  this  time  Colonel  Oassilly  was  wounded  through  the  arm,  severely. 
Major  Hickcox  had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  falling  on  him,  and  so 
severely  bruising  him  as  to  compel  him  to  leave  the  field.  The  com- 
mand was  then  turned  over  to  Captain  Putnam,  he  being  the  senior 
officer  present.  Was  ordered  up  to  the  front,  and  sustained  a  heavy 
fire.     Was  then  ordered  to  retire  by  General  Negley,  in  person. 

During  this  day's  figliting  I  was  back  at  Stewart's  Creek;  left  there 
with  a  detachment  of  200  men.  Arrived  on  the  battle-field  at  5  p.  m. 
and  took  command, 

Thursday  was  occupied  in  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  on  our  right. 
Nothing  of  special  interest  occurred  during  the  day. 

Friday,  January  2,  was  ordered  to  the  left,  where  we  took  up  a  posi- 
tion and  kept  it  until  3  p.  m.  At  this  time  the  division  on  the  left  of 
Stone's  River  was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  short  fight,  fell 
back. 

At  this  time  we  were  ordered  out  into  a  corn-field,  and  lay  down 
until  the  enemy  came  within  300  yards.  We  then  arose,  fired,  and 
charged  up  to  the  bank  of  Stone's  River,  and  halted  a  few  minutes  and 
fired  across  the  river.  Then  crossed  the  river  and  reformed,  and  charged 
them  for  half  a  mile,  and  assisted  to  take  a  battery.  The  enemy  having 
fallen  back,  we  slowly  retired  to  the  woods  and  took  care  of  our  wounded 
and  dead,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was  heavy.  (A  full  list  has  already 
been  forwarded  to  brigade  headquarters.)  It  was  now  dark,  and  we 
were  ordered  out  on  picket  in  front. 

*  Embodied  in  reyibtid  statement,  p.  211. 
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Saturday,  January  3,  nothing  of  interest  occurred.  January  4,  was  on 
picket.  Relieved  in  the  evening.  January  5,  came  on  through  Mur 
freesborough,  since  which  time  we  have  been  encamped  in  our  present 
camp. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  ELLIOTT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Ool.  T.  R.  Stanley, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Center, 


No.  88. 


Reports  of  Col,  John  F,  Miller,  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade, 

Headquarters  Seventh  Brigade,  Eighth  Division, 

Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  before  Murfreesborough  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted : 

On  the  evening  of  December  29,  my  command  took  a  position  in  a 
field  on  the  right  of  the  Nashville  pike,  in  the  rear  of  General  Palmer's 
line,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  the  30th,  by  order  of  General  Negley,  I  took  a  posi 
tion  on  the  right  of  General  Palmer's  division,  on  the  edge  of  a  dense 
cedar  woods  fronting  to  the  south,  and  deployed  skirmishers  from  the 
Seventy -eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Thirty -seventh  Indiana  in  front, 
across,  and  to  the  left  of  the  Six-mile  pike,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  skirmishers  of  Colonel  Stanley's  brigade,  on  my  right.  A  brisk  fire 
was  kept  up  between  the  skirmishers  and  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
in  the  open  field  to  the  left  and  in  the  woods  in  front,  until  the  arrival 
of  General  Sheridan's  division  on  the  right,  when  our  skirmishers  were 
withdrawn  for  Colonel  Roberts'  command. 

During  the  day  General  McOook's  forces  advanced  on  the  right,  so 
that  his  left  rested  on  our  right  flank,  when  a  change  of  front  to  the  left 
was  made  by  General  Negley's  division. 

The  enemy  had  remained  quiet  on  the  open  field  (now  almost  directly 
in  my  front),  in  his  intrenchments,  which  were  plainly  visible,  and  had 
kept  a  battery  of  four  pieces  in  position  at  his  works  all  day  without 
firing. 

Marshall's  and  Ellsworth's  batteries,  attached  to  my  brigade,  and 
posted  in  a  small  open  field,  fired  an  occasional  shot  into  the  works 
without  eliciting  reply.  My  command  lost  about  20  men,  killed  and 
wounded,  during  the  day. 

Skirmishers  were  kept  out  well  to  the  front  during  the  night,  and  two 
regiments  of  mv  command,  with  the  batteries,  were  posted  in  the  open 
field. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  skirmishing  was  resumed  along  our  line, 
and  heavy  firing  was  heard  on  the  right  along  General  McCook's  line. 
The  firing  on  our  right  gradually  increased  and  neared  our  position, 
until  a  continuous  roar  of  artillery  and  musketry  was  heard  directly  in 
oar  rear,  and  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy  were  seen  on  our  righ^ 
and  front. 
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Here  I  received  orders  from  General  Negley  to  hold  my  position  to  the 
last  extremity.  For  this  purpose  I  executed  a  partial  change  of  mj 
front,  and  placed  my  troops  in  the  convex  order,  as  follows :  The  Sev- 
enty-eighth Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Sirwell,  on  the  right,  at  the  brow  of 
a  small  hill,  the  right  resting  near  Schultz's  battery,  of  Colonel  Stan- 
ley's brigade ;  the  Thirty  seventh  Indiana,  Colonel  Hull,  on  the  right 
center  j  the  Seven ty-fouith  Ohio,  Colonel  Moody,  on  the  left  center,  be- 
hind a  rail  fence ;  Marshall's  battery  on  a  small  hill  in  the  open  field, 
to  the  left  of  the  Seventy-fourth  Ohio;  the  Twenty-first  Ohio,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Feibling,  on  the  left,  in  a  thicket  fronting  the  enemy's 
works,  and  Ellsworth's  battery  near  the  log -house,  between  Palmer's 
right  and  the  Twenty-first  Ohio.  Simultaneously  with  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  from  the  right,  a  heavy  force  advanced  from  the  enemy's 
works  on  my  left  wing. 

The  batteries  at  the  enemy's  works  were  manned  and  opened  over 
the  heads  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  Before  my  regiments  were  properly 
in  position,  a  most  terrific  fire  was  opened  upon  every  part  of  the  line 
by  infantry  and  artillery,  but  there  was  no  wavering,  and,  as  the  ad- 
vancing columns  of  the  infantry  approached,  they  were  met  by  a  well- 
directed  and  terribly  destructive  fire  from  our  line. 

The  batteries  were  worked  with  admirable  skill,  and  the  firing  along 
our  whole  line  was  executed  with  creditable  precision.  The  enemy 
halted,  but  did  not  abate  his  fire.  The  roar  of  musketry  and  artillery 
now  became  almost  deafening,  and  as  the  unequal  contest  progrcvssed  it 
became  more  terrible.  Once  the  strong  force  in  the  open  field  in  front 
of  my  left  wing  attempted  a  bayonet  charge  on  the  Twenty-first  Ohio, 
but  were  gallantly  met  and  repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  On  one  of 
the  flags  was  inscribed  ^^  Rock  City  Guards."  The  battle  continued 
with  unabating  fierceness  on  both  sides  until  the  60  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion with  which  my  men  were  supplied  were  nearly  exhausted. 

The  Thirty  seventh  Indiana  was  the  first  to  report  a  want  of  ammu- 
nition, and  withdrew  a  short  distance  to  the  rear  for  a  supply,  the  Sev- 
enty-fourth Ohio  and  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  filling  up  the  inter- 
val. The  teamsters  of  the  ammunition  wagons  had  moved  to  the  rear, 
and  when  ammunition  was  being  brought  forward  they  turned  and  fled. 
Colonel  Hull  again  led  his  regiment  forward  and  fired  the  few  remaining 
cartridges  on  the  persons  of  the  men,  taking  also  such  as  could  be  had 
from  the  dead  and  wounded. 

At  this  juncture  the  troops  on  our  right  retired,  and  some  unauthor- 
ized person  ordered  Colonel  Sirwell  to  retire  his  regiment.  This  regi- 
ment was  fighting  gallantly  and  holding  the  position  on  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  but,  on  receiving  the  order,  retired  to  the  cedars  in  the  rear.  See- 
ing this,  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Sirwell  forward  to  the  same 
position.  This  order  was  obeyed  promptly,  and  the  men  again  took 
position  in  admirable  order.  Soon  after  this  a  heavy  force  was  ob- 
served to  advance  on  General  Palmer's  left,  and  a  hard  contest  ensued. 

General  Palmer's  right  brigade  held  their  ground  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  began  to  retire.  Just  at  this  time  I  received  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Negley  to  retire  slowly  with  my  command  into  the  woods.  My 
troops  were  nearly  out  of  ammunition ;  the  enemy  was  advancing  on 
my  right  flank  and  on  my  left,  and  the  fire  in  front  was  no  less  destruc- 
tive than  it  had  been  during  the  engagement. 

The  movement  was  executed  in  good  order  by  the  infantry,  but  it  was 
impossible  for  the  artillery  to  obey;  nearly  all  the  horses  had  been 
killed ;  the  ground  was  soft  and  muddy ;  t  he  men  had  not  the  strength 
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to  haul  away  the  pieces.    Five  guns  were  lost ;  four  were  saved  by  the 
men  of  the  batteries,  assisted  by  the  infantry. 

On  reaching  the  woods,  I  halted  the  command  and  formed  a  line  of 
battle,  faced  by  the  rear  rank,  and  dehvered  several  well-directed  vol- 
leys into  the  enemy's  ranks,  now  crossing  the  open  field  over  which  I 
had  retreated.  This  checked  the  advance  of  the  enemy  for  a  short  time, 
strewing  the  ground  with  his  dead.  Being  closely  pressed  on  both 
flanks,  and  receiving  fire  from  three  directions,  I  again  retired  my  com- 
mand, the  men  loading  while  marching,  and  firing  to  the  rear  as  rapidly 
as  possible  In  this  way  my  command  retreated  for  the  Nashville  pike, 
in  a  northeasterly  direction. 

While  in  the  forest,  being  closely  pressed  in  the  rear,  the  enemy  in 
strong  force  was  encountered  on  the  line  of  retreat,  when  a  destructive 
fire  was  opened  upon  my  column,  which  caused  them  to  break  to  the 
right.  My  men  did  not  run,  but  marched  to  the  jiike,  carrying  many 
of  our  wounded.  When  near  the  pike,  and  when  rallying  his  men, 
Colonel  Hull,  of  the  Thirty -seventh  Indiana,  was  severely  wounded 
and  disabled.  He  had  fought  bravely  and  gallantly  during  the  whole 
engagement. 

The  Twenty-first  Ohio,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neibling,  rallied  near  the 
pike,  and,  at  the  request  of  General  Rousseau,  took  {-.  position  for  the 
support  of  a  battery  then  at  work  near  the  road.  Ammunition  was  fur- 
nished, and  the  regiment  fought  with  the  battery  over  an  hour,  and  then 
rejoined  my  command  on  the  left  of  the  road,  where  I  had  organized 
and  obtained  ammunition. 

During  this  entire  engagement,  and  under  all  these  terribly  appalling 
circumstances,  both  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  with  ad- 
mirable coolness  and  bravery.  Examples  of  heroic  darinir  and  gallantry 
were  everywhere  to  be  seen,  but  where  all  acted  so  well  it  is  difficult  to 
make  special  mention  without  doing  injustice  to  many. 

The  cool  courage  and  distinguished  gallantry  of  Col.  William  Sir 
well,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  ;  Col.  Granville  Moody, 
Seventy -fourth  Ohio  (who  was  wounded  early  in  the  engagement  and 
refused  to  leave  the  field)  j  Col.  J.  S.  Hull,  Thirty-seventh  Indiana,  and 
Lieut.  Col.  James  M.  K^eibling,  Twenty-first  Ohio,  regimental  command- 
ers, deserve  the  highest  praise,  and  the  skill  and  ability  with  which 
these  brave  officers  performed  their  responsible  duties  cannot  be  too 
highly  applauded.  The  other  field  officers  and  company  officers,  and 
also  Lieutenants  Marshall  and  Ellsworth,  of  the  artillery,  displayed 
that  high  courage  and  determined  bravery  which  mark  the  veteran  sol- 
dier.    Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  both  officers  and  men. 

The  losses  in  my  brigade,  killed  and  wounded  in  action,  amounted  to 
over  500  men. 

In  the  evening  of  the  31st  I  was  ordered  by  General  Negley  to  take 
a  position  on  the  center  front  across  the  jSTashville  road  for  support  to 
the  batteries  in  position  at  that  place.  My  command  remained  in  this 
position  until  the  next  morning,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  position, 
as  reserve  for  General  Hascall's  division,  to  the  left  of  the  railroad. 
In  the  afternoon  of  January  1, 1  received  orders  to  march  my  command 
to  the  support  of  the  right  of  General  McCook's  corps.  I  took  position 
as  directed,  and  remained  there  all  night  in  the  open  field,  an<i  unti' 
about  1  p.  m.  on  the  2d,  when  I  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  General 
Crittenden's  corps,  on  the  left.  1  took  position,  as  ordered  by  General 
Negley,  in  an  open  field,  in  rear  of  the  battery  on  the  left  of  the  rail- 
road and  near  the  bank  of  Stone's  River. 
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About  4  p.  m.  a  furious  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  upon  General 
Beatty's  (or  Van  Gleve's)  division,  then  across  the  river.  The  fire  of  the 
enemy  was  returned  with  spirit  for  a  time,  when  that  division  retired 
across  the  river  and  retreated  through  my  lines,  which  were  then  formed 
near  the  bank  of  the  river,  my  men  lying  down  partly  concealed  behind 
the  crest  of  a  small  bill  in  the  open  field. 

As  soon  as  the  men  of  Beatty's  division  had  retired  entirely  from  our 
front,  I  ordered  my  command  forward — the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania 
on  the  right ;  the  Twenty  first  Ohio  on  the  left,  to  advance  under  cover 
of  the  hill  along  the  river  bank;  the  Thirty-seventh  Indiana  and  Seventy- 
fourth  Ohio  in  the  center.  The  Twenty-ninth  Brigade  moved  forward  in 
the  same  direction,  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  on  the  right,  and  formed  partly 
in  the  intervals  between  the  regiments  of  my  right  wing.  The  enemy 
advanced  rapidly,  following  Van  Oleve's  (Beatty's)  division,  and  gained 
the  river  bank,  all  the  time  firing  rapidly  across  at  my  line.  My  troops 
opened  fire  from  the  crest  of  the  hill ;  the  enemy  halted  and  began  to 
waver.  I  then  ordered  the  men  forward  to  a  rail  fence  on  the  bank  of 
the  river.  Here  a  heavy  fire  was  directed  upon  the  enemy  with  fine 
effect,  and  although  in  strong  force,  and  supported  by  the  fire  of  two 
batteries  in  the  rear,  he  began  to  retreat.  Believing  this  an  opportune 
moment  for  crossing  the  river,  I  ordered  the  troops  to  cross  rapidly, 
which  they  did  with  great  gallantry  under  fire  from  front  and  right  flank. 

Here  the  Eighteenth  Ohio,  i)art  of  the  Thirty -seventh  Indiana,  and 
part  of  the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania  were  ordered  by  some  one  to 
proceed  up  the  river  on  the  right  bank,  to  repel  an  attack  from  a  force 
there  firing  on  ray  right  flank.  The  colors  of  the  Seventy -eighth  Penn- 
sylvania, and,  I  think,  Nineteenth  Illinois,  were  the  first  to  cross  the 
river ;  the  men  followed  in  as  good  order  as  possible.  While  my  troops 
were  crossing,  a  staff  officer  informed  me  that  it  was  General  Palmer's 
order  that  the  troops  should  not  cross.  The  enemy  was  then  retiring, 
and  many  of  my  men  across  the  stream. 

I  crossed  in  person  and  saw  the  enemy  retiring.  Taking  cover  behind 
a  fence  on  the  left  bank,  the  men  poured  a  heavy  fire  into  the  ranks  of 
the  retreating  force.  The  Twenty -first  Ohio  had  crossed  the  river  on 
the  left,  and  was  ascending  the  bank  and  fast  going  into  the  woods. 
When  in  this  position  T  received  another  order,  purporting  to  come 
from  General  Palmer,  to  recross  the  river  and  support  the  line  on  the 
hill.  The  force  on  the  right  of  the  river  was  then  advancing  in  the  corn- 
field and  driving  the  enemy,  thus  protecting  my  right  flank,  and,  hav- 
ing no  inclination  to  turn  back,  I  ordered  the  troops  forward.  Colonel 
Stoughton,  of  the  Eleventh  Michigan,  formed  his  regiment  and  moved 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  while  the  other  troops  moved  forward  to  his 
left.  The  Twenty-first  Ohio  came  in  on  the  extreme  left,  and  advanced 
in  splendid  style. 

In  crossing  the  river  the  men  of  the  different  regiments  had,  to  some 
extent,  become  mixed  together,  yet  a  tolerable  line  was  kept  on  the  col- 
ors of  the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania,  Nineteenth  Illinois,  Sixty-ninth 
and  Seventy -fourth  Ohio,  and  the  men  moved  forward  with  spirit  and 
determination. 

The  enemy's  batteries  were  posted  on  an  eminence  in  the  woods  near 
a  corn-field  in  our  front,  and  all  this  time  kept  up  a  brisk  fire,  but  with- 
out much  effect.  His  infantry  retreated  in  great  disorder,  leaving  the 
ground  covered  with  his  dead  and  wounded. 

When  within  about  150  yards  of  the  first  battery,  I  ordered  the  Sev- 
enty-eighth Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  charge  the  battery,  which  was 
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immediately  doue  by  the  men  of  that  regiment,  and  the  Nineteenth  Illi- 
nois, Sixty-ninth  Ohio,  and,  perhaps,  others.  The  Twenty-first  Ohio 
coming  in  opportunely  on  the  left,  the  battery,  consisting  of  four  guns, 
was  taken  and  hauled  off  by  the  men. 

The  colors  of  the  Twenty  sixth  Tennessee  (rebel)  at  the  time  of  the 
charge  were  near  the  battery,  and  were  taken  by  men  of  the  Seventy- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  and  brought  to  the  rear.  Another  battery,  farther 
to  the  front,  all  this  time  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  canister 
upon  our  forces,  but  without  much  effect. 

Seeing  my  troops  in  the  disorder  which  follows  such  success,  and  being 
nearly  out  of  ammunition,  I  sent  a  staff  officer  back  to  General  Kegley 
for  re-enforcements  with  which  to  pursue  the  enemy.  I  ordered  the 
troops  to  halt  and  reform,  so  as  to  hold  the  ground  until  relieved  by 
other  troops.  This  being  done,  a  large  body  of  troops  were  soon  brought 
to  our  lines,  when  I  withdrew  my  command  to  reform  and  procure  am- 
munition. At  this  time  Colonel  Stanley  crossed  the  river  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  regiments  of  his  brigade  on  that  side  of  the  river.  I 
brought  my  troops  across  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  by  order  of 
General  Negley,  reformed  them,  supplied  them  with  ammunition,  and 
took  position  as  support  for  the  batteries  on  the  hill  in  front. 

The  troops  in  this  action  behaved  most  gallantly,  and  deserve  the 
highest  credit  for  their  bravery.  Of  the  officers  who  participated  in 
this  engagement,  honorable  mention  should  be  made  of  Col.  William 
Sirwell,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania;  Col.  Joseph  K.  Scott,  Nineteenth 
Illinois,  who  was  severely  wounded  while  leading  his  regiment;  Col. 
William  L.  Stoughton,  Eleventh  Michigan;  Col.  Granville  Moody,  Sev- 
enty fourth  Ohio;  Lieutenant- Colonel  Neibling,  Twenty-first  Ohio; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Elliott,  commanding  Sixty-ninth  Ohio :  Maj.  T.  0. 
Bell,  Seventy-fourth  Ohio;  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Ward  and  Major  Kimble, 
Thirty- seventh  Indiana;  Capt.  William  Inness,  Nineteenth  Illinois;  Cap- 
tain Fisher  and  Lieutenant  McElravy,  Seventy -fourth  Ohio.  The  gal- 
lantry of  these  officers,  and  of  many  others,  cannot  be  excelled. 

To  my  staff  officers  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  their  efficient  and  val- 
uable services  in  both  these  engagements,  as  well  as  for  their  general 
efficiency  and  faithfulness. 

Maj.  A.  B.  Bonnaffon,  Seventy  eighth  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers,  to- 
pographical engineer;  First  Lieut.  Henry  M.  Cist,  acting  assistant 
adj utaut- general ;  Lieut.  Alfred  Ayers,  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  aide-de-camp ;  First  Lieut.  S.  F.  Cheney,  Twenty-first  Ohio, 
aide  de- cam  1) ;  First  Lieut.  F.  I.  Tedford,  Seventj^-fourth  Ohio,  brigade 
inspector,  all  deserve  the  highest  credit  for  the  ability  displayed  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties,  and  for  their  distinguished  gallantry  and  cool 
courage  on  the  field.  I  am  also  under  many  obligations  to  Lieut.  Eobert 
Mungen,  brigade  quartermaster,  and  Lieut.  Frank  Eiddle,  brigade  com- 
missary, for  the  able  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties. 

Chaplain  Lozier,  of  the  Tliirty  seventh  Indiana,  rendered  valuable 
service  by  his  labor  for  the  comfort  of  the  men  and  in  taking  care  of  the 
wounded.     His  bravery  and  kindness  were  conspicuous  throughout. 

I  am  informed  that  Surgeon  Anderson,  Thirty -seventh  Indiana,  bri- 
gade surgeon,  performed  his  duties  in  a  highly  sarisfactory  manner. 

Privates  Nicholas  J.  Yail,  Nineteenth  Illinois,  and  W.  J.  Vance, 
Twenty-first  Ohio,  acted  as  orderlies,  and  deserve  honorable  mention  for 
their  efficiency  and  bravery.  They  are  both  worthy  of  promotion  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant.  I  also  recommend  for  promotion  Sergts.  H.  A.  Mil- 
ler, A.  E.  Weaver,  F.  Mechlifligi  Oorpl.  W.  Hughes,  Seventy-eighth 
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Pennsylvania,  and  Sergt.  P.  A.  Weaver,  Seventy- fourth  Ohio,  for  deeds 
of  valor  on  the  field.  There  are  many  others  whose  names  have  not 
been  furnished. 

You  will  please  find  appended  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  amount 
ing  in  the  aggregate  to  531. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
Colonel  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  VolunteerSj  Comdg.  Briga4e, 

Oapt.  James  A.  Loweie, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
Ooloncl  Twenty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteerg,  Commanding  Seventh  Brigade. 
H.  M.  Cist,  ' 

A0ting  Atsistant  Adjutant  QeneraH. 


Hdqrs.  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div.,  Fourteenth  Corps, 

Murfreeshorough^  Tenn.^  March  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  ask  leave  to  amend  iny  official  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  of  Stoue's  River  so  as  to  include  the 
names  of  Lieut.  Col.  D.  M.  Stoughton  and  Maj.  G.  F.  Walker,  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  Volunteers,  in  the  special  mention  made  of  field  officers,  who 
were  distinguished  for  gallantry  in  the  engagement  of  Friday  afternoon, 
January  2.  Justice  to  these  officers  requires  this  aniendmeut.  At  the 
time  the  report  was  written  there  was  a  dispute  with  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  those  officers  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  which  occasioned  the 
omission.     Full  investigation  has  since  been  made. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MILLER, 
Colonel  Twenty  ninth  Indiana  Volunteers^  Comdg.  Brigade. 

Col.   C.    CxODDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  Gerveral. 


*  Bnt  see  revised  statement,  p.  211. 
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No.  89. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col,  William  i>.  Ward^  Thirty  seventh  Indiana  Infantry 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers, 
Camp  near  Mnrfreeshorough^  Tenn.^  January  10, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit, the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Thirty  seventh  Indiana  Volunteers  in  the  engagement  at 
Stone's  River,  near  Murfreesborough,Tenn.,  commencing  December  30, 
1862,  and  ending  January  3,  1863: 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  regiment,  Colonel  Hull  commanding, 
moved  through  the  cedar  thicket  to  the  right  to  bivouac,  and  there 
rested,  only  two  companies  (D  and  B)  taking  part  in  skirmishing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  I  he  regiment  was  moved  to  the  open  field 
to  support  MarshalFs  battery,  where  it  remained  until  about  9a.  m.,  when 
we  changed  front,  still  supporting  same  battery.  While  there  one  piece 
was  disabled  by  the  horses  all  being  killed  and  cannoneers  leaving.  The 
regiment  then  advanced  to  the  woods  on  the  front,  which  position  was 
held  until  12  m. 

The  troops  on  the  right  giving  way.  Colonel  Hull  called  up  three 
pieces  of  artillery  while  in  that  position,  which  did  great  execution  in 
the  center.  He  also  ordered  two  pieces  on  the  right,  which  were  of 
great  support  to  the  maintaining  of  the  position.  We  were  assisted  at 
one  time  by  the  Seventy -fourth  Ohio  Volunteers  j  also  by  the  Seventy- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  passed  over  us.  During  the 
entire  time  we  were  in  this  position  the  cross-fire  of  the  enemy  from  each 
fiank,  in  addition  to  that  we  were  meeting  in  front,  was  exceedingly 
galling. 

About  12  m.  we  were  ordered  to  retire  in  support  of  NelPs  battery. 
As  we  approached  the  thicket  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  became 
extremely  harassing — so  much  so  that  the  battery  which  we  supported 
was  compelled  to  retire.  We  then  moved  by  left  flank  to  engage  the 
enemy,  who  was  approaching  bj  brigade,  at  which  time  we  were  broken 
up  by  a  regiment  passing  through  our  lines.  We  again  collected  our 
men,  when  the  Eleventh  Michigan  Volunteers  also  passed  through  our 
lines,  causing  some  confusion. 

The  regiment  again  formed  near  the  center  of  the  woods  and  moved 
in  column  of  battle  to  the  outer  edge,  where  Colonel  Hull  was  wounded 
by  a  musket  ball  passing  through  his  left  hip,  entirely  disabling  him  for 
duty,  at  which  time  the  command  was  turned  over  to  me.  I  moved  the 
regiment  to  the  pike,  where  I  received  ammunition,  which  we  were  en 
tirely  out  of.  The  brigade  then  being  again  formed,  we  rested,  not  being 
placed  in  action  again  that  day. 

On  the  morning  of  tTanuary  1, 1863,  we  were  moved  to  the  right,  where 
the  enemy  was  expected  to  press.  There  we  remained  during  the  day 
and  night  following,  resting  on  arms,  but  unengaged. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  we  were  moved  to  the  left  center,  where 
we  were  placed  to  support  a  battery  or  batteries.  While  there  the 
forces  across  the  river  gave  way.  The  Seventh  Brigade  then  being 
ordered  to  charge,  I  crossed  the  brow  of  the  hill  and  engaged  the  enemy 
that  had  approached  the  river ;  drove  them  back,  and  held  the  position 
under  extremely  heavy  fire  from  cannon  and  musketry.  I  remained  in 
that  position  until  dark,  when  I  was  ordered  back  about  200  yards, 
where  I  remained  in  that  position  until  after  noon  of  the  4th,  when  the 
forces  moved  for  Murfreesborough. 

Colonel  Hull's  actions  during  the  engagement  of  the  31st  were  such 
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as  merit  the  highest  praise.  He  at  all  times  was  at  his  post,  coolly, 
bravely,  and  nobly  doing  his  entire  duty,  causing  his  willing  men  to  be 
more  energetic. 

I  cannot  mention  any  individual  case  of  bravery  among  the  officers 
or  men  without  doing  injustice  to  every  unmentioned  one.  Officers 
and  men  labored  with  that  energy  and  presence  of  mind  which  distin- 
guishes the  soldier  from  the  coward.  I  return  my  heartfelt  thanks  to 
each  and  every  officer  and  enlisted  man  for  their  noble  co-operation 
during  the  entire  engagement.  I  trust  their  country  will  be  mindful  of 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  D.  WAED, 
Lieutenant-  Colonel^  Commanding. 
Lieut.  H.  M.  OiST, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Seventh  Brigade 


No.  90. 

Report  of  Col.  James  M.  Neihling^  Twenty-first  Ohio  Infantry. 

Camp  Twenty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Near  Murfreesborough^  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 

Sir :  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  leport  of  the  action 
of  my  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Stone's  River: 

After  a  march  occupying  three  days,  during  which  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  was  fierce  and  continuous,  by  your  order  I  bivouacked  my 
regiment  upon  the  field  on  the  evening  of  December  29,  ultimo,  in  its 
brigade  position. 

On  the  morning  of  December  30,  ultimo,  my  regiment  was  thrown 
into  position  with  reserve  corps,  on  the  right  center. 

Sharp  picket  fighting  occupied  the  day,  and  on  the  morning  of  De 
cember  31,  ultimo,  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  on  the  center  and 
right  wing.  The  battle  raged  with  uninterrupted  fury,  and  we  lay  upon 
the  field  during  the  night.  I  cannot  picture  to  you  the  gallaut  conduct 
of  my  men  during  the  fight  of  the  31st  ultimo.  Officers  and  men  uni- 
versally fought  with  desperation  and  bravery. 

January  1,  the  enemy  refused  to  show  himself  in  force  on  the  center, 
and  at  night  we  again  slept  on  the  field. 

January  2,  indicated  fight.  At  3  p.  m.,  by  your  orders,  my  regiment 
took  position  to  support  General  Van  Oleve's  division,  on  the  left.  At 
about  4  p.  m.  the  enemy,  in  force,  showed  his  front  in  pursuit  of  our 
retreating  troops.  Lying  down  in  line,  we  watched  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  exulting  over  his  fancied  success.  A  charge  was  ordered,  and, 
although  my  regiment  was  much  impeded  by  the  disorganized  flight  of 
infantry,  artillery,  and  riderless  horses,  my  regiment  reached  the  op- 
posite bank  of  Stone's  River  and  engaged  the  enemy.  The  struggle 
whi/3h  ensued  was  desperate  and  bloody.  We  succeeded  in  driving  him 
beyond  his  line  of  artillery,  which  he  left  on  the  field  as  trophies.  The 
enemy  was  completely  routed,  and  night  closed  pursuit,  leaving  us  in 
possession  of  a  battle  field  2  miles  in  extent. 

I  could  mention  many  instances  of  individual  heroism.  Captain  Caton, 
Company  H,  gallantly  bore  the  colors  across  the  river  in  the  charge. 
Captains  McMahon,  Canfield,  and  Alban  were  conspicuous  in  tht 
struggle. 
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Lieutenant  Wiley,  of  Company  C,  commanding  Company  A,  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded.  Lieutenants  Knaggs,  Allen,  and  Bumpus  fell,  severely 
wounded,  while  cheering  their  men  to  the  charge. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Stoughton  and  Major  Walker  deserve  all  praise 
for  their  efficient  and  prompt  action  during  the  fight.  Indeed,  all  vied 
with  each  other  in  the  performance  of  their  several  duties. 

I  herewith  append  a  list  *  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  for 
whon'  amid  our  cheers  of  victory,  let  us  not  forget  to  drop  a  soldier's 
tear. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  M.  NEIBLING, 
Colonelj  Comdg.  Twenty-first  Regiment  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry, 

Ool.  John  F.  Miller, 

Comdg,  Seventh  Brigade^  Eighth  Biv.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 


No.  91. 
Report  of  Col.  Granville  Moody  ^  Seventy -fourth  Ohio  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Seventy -fourth  Eegt.  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenii,^  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  results  of  the  engagements  of 
December  31, 1862,  and  January  2, 1863,  as  affecting  the  Seventy -fourth 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  my  command. 

Colonel  Miller,  commanding  the  Seventh  Brigade,  Eighth  Division, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  was  pleased  to  assign  to  my  command 
the  position  of  the  left  center  of  the  brigade.  In  the  action  of  December 
31  we  were  posted  on  the  slope  of  an  eminence  facing  and  commanding 
the  position  held  by  the  Eock  City  Guards  and  other  regiments  com- 
posing one  of  the  most  efficient  brigades  of  the  rebel  forces  under  Gen- 
eral Withers.  1  am  justly  proud,  sir,  of  my  regiment.  The  brave  and 
persistent  men  of  my  command  promptly  obeyed  every  order  on  that 
field  of  blood  and  deadly  strife,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  glorious 
victory  which  has  driven  the  entire  rebel  force  from  their  chosen  field, 
and  has  placed  us  in  undisputed  possession  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

Allow  me,  in  this  connection,  to  note  the  gallant  action  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Colonel  Neibling,  on  our  left ;  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Indiana  on  our  right,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hull,  and  the 
Seventy- eighth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Sirwell.  These  regiments  dis- 
played the  utmost  bravery,  inspiring  all  around  with  the  high  resolve 
to  emulate  their  devotion  to  the  cause  in  which  we  have  mutually  in- 
vested our  all. 

I  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  reporting  the  gaJlant  conduct  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  Seventy-fourth  Ilegiment.  Maj.  Thomas  C.  Bell,  the 
only  field  officer  with  me,  did  his  whole  duty  in  the  several  engagements 
in  the  nine  days'  battle.  Cool,  fearless,  and  prompt,  he  proved  himself 
to  be  the  right  man  in  the  right  place. 

I  desire  to  record  the  superior  qualities  evinced  by  the  adjutant  of 
the  regiment,  Lieut.  William  F.  Armstrong,  of  Company  C.  In  addition 
to  his  marked  business  habits,  to  which  the  regiment  is  greatly  in- 
debted, his  bravery  and  efficiency  on  the  battle-field  entitle  him  to 
distinguished  consideration.    Our  line  officers,  too,  without  exception, 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  211. 


440  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  BW.  \  A.     [Chap.  XXXU 

have  won  the  highest  regards  by  then  eminently  good  conduct  before 
the  enemy  and  in  the  fiery  ordeal  through  which  they  have  passed. 
Lieuts.  William  McGinnis,  commanding  Company  H ;  Richard  King, 
commanding  Oompan;y  B  ;  Robert  Stevenson,  commanding  Company  C; 
Eobert  Hunter,  commanding  Company  D ;  Capt.  Joseph  Fisher  and 
Lieut,  n.  H.  Hering,  of  Company  E ;  Capt.  Walter  Crook,  and  Lieuts. 
M.  Peters  and  Joseph  Hamill,  of  Company  F  ;  Lieut.  T.  C.  McElravy, 
commanding  Company  G,  with  Lieut.  George  Bricker,  of  the  same  com- 
pany;  Capt.  Joseph  Ballard  and  First  Lieutenant  Snod grass,  of  Com- 
pany H  J  Lieut.  Eobert  Cullen,  of  Company  I,  and  William  H.  Reed, 
second  lieutenant  of  Company  K — these  ofl&cers,  sir,  all  did  their  duty 
bravely;  there  was  no  flinching  in  anyone  of  them;  each  faced  the 
iron  hail  unmoved ;  each  was  in  place  superintending  the  movements 
and  cheering  his  men  in  the  terrible  work  they  were  called  on  to 
perform. 

Lieutenant  Peters  was  severely  wounded  in  the  wrist,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  retire  about  the  middle  of  the  action  on  the  31st.  Lieutenant 
Snodgrass  was  last  seen  just  before  the  closing  struggle,  cheering  his 
men,  clapping  his  hands,  saying,  "  Work  away,  my  lads;  we  are  gain- 
ing ground  ! "  Noble  fellow !  He  was  wounded  shortly  afterward,  and 
is  reported  among  the  missing.  We  fear  he  was  mortally  wounded. 
Captain  Crook  and  Lieutenant  Cullen  were  also  wounded  in  the  action 
of  the  31st,  the  latter  dangerously.  Captain  Ballard  was  wounded  in 
the  shoulder  slightly. 

In  the  action  of  January  2  the  Seventy -fourth  Regiment  occupied  its 
position  ia  the  brigade,  and  aided  in  the  decisive  repulse  of  the  rebel 
forces  under  Generals  Cheatham  and  Hanson,  in  which  they  were  driven 
over  Stone's  River,  and  over  the  hill  and  through  the  fields  beyond, 
where  our  soldiers  made  the  successful  charge  on  the  rebel  batteries  as 
tliey  belched  their  fiery  fury  on  the  Federal  forces.  At  the  close  of  that 
eventful  onward  movement,  the  flag  of  the  Seventy -fourth  was  waving 
on  the  outer  lines  amid  the  rejoicings  of  its  stern  supporters,  and  there 
remained  until  recalled  by  the  order  of  General  I^egley  to  reform  his 
division  in  the  rear  of  the  artillery  in  the  center. 

The  review  which  I  have  made  of  the  battle- fields  over  which  we 
have  together  made  our  way  during  this  nine  days'  struggle  shows  the 
awful  effectiveness  of  our  arms,  the  desperate  obstinacy  which  charac- 
terizes our  troops,  and  warrants  the  belief  that,  though  our  pathway 
may  be  over  bloody  fields  and  thickly  planted  grave-yards,  yet  the  flag 
of  Washington,  Jefferson,  Jackson,  and  the  heroes  of  our  glorious 
Unicji,  endeared  by  a  thousand  precious  memories,  and  the  symbol  ol 
greater,  grander  destiny,  shall  be  upheld  and  be  borne  along  and  aloft 
till  it  shall  again  float  in  unquestioned  supremacy  over  all  its  ancient 
domain. 

The  following  reports  I  have  just  received  from  our  company  com- 
manders, and  forwarded  by  Sergt.  James  Worden  to  headquarters. 

Allow  me  to  say,  in  behalf  of  the  Seventy-fourth  Regiment,  officers 
and  men,  that  with  such  commanders  as  Major-General  Rosecrans,  Gen- 
eral Negley,  and  Col.  John  F.  Miller,  we  are  prepared  to  go  forward  and 
follow  the  fortunes  of  the  flag  with  increasing  confidence  in  the  cause 
of  our  country  against  its  rebel  foes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

GRANVILLE  MOODY, 
Golonelj  Comdg,  Sevefity -fourth  Regiment  Ohio  Vol,  Infantry. 

H.  M.  Cist, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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No.  92. 

Report  of  Ccl.  Moses  B.  WalJcer,  Thirty-first  Ohio  Infantry^  commanding 

First  Brigade^  Third  Division, 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

Camp  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  11,  1863. 

Major:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo  the  First  Brigade  made  a 
night  march  from  Kolensville  to  Stewartsborough.  The  road  was  very 
heavy,  rough,  and  intricate,  and  most  of  the  night  was  occupied  in  the 
march.  The  Fourth  Michigan  Battery,  belonging  to  the  brigade,  got 
through  without  accident,  but  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  oldest  inhab- 
itant. 

On  the  3l8t  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  join  the  forces  near  Murfrees- 
borough.  This  order  would  have  been  promptly  obeyed,  but  at  the  mo- 
ment it  was  received  a  messenger  came  into  camp  with  the  news  that  a 
body  of  rebel  cavalry,  numbering  from  1,000  to  2,000  men,  had  attacked 
and  were  burning  the  supply  train  belonging  to  General  McCook's  corps, 
at  La  Yergne.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Seventeenth,  Thirty  first,  and 
Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Eegiments,  and  one  section  of  the  Fourth  Michigan 
Battery  to  move  with  all  possible  haste  to  the  relief  of  the  train.  Lest 
an  attack  might  be  made  upon  our  camp  in  the  absence  of  the  troops,  I 
left  the  Eighty-second  Indiana  Volunteers  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle, 
with  four  pieces  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Battery  for  its  defense. 

The  di.«tance  from  my  camp  to  La  Yergne  was  a  little  more  than  2J 
miles,  and,  though  the  infantry  moved  with  great  rapidity,  we  were  una- 
ble to  reach  La  Yergne  before  nearly  all  the  wagons  and  their  contents 
had  been  destroyed.  By  pushing  forward  the  artillery  with  all  haste,  I 
was  able  to  get  the  two  guns  which  I  had  taken  into  position  on  the  hill 
about  one-third  of  a  mile  on  this  side  of  the  town  before  the  rebels  had  suc- 
ceeded in  paroling  near  all  the  men  connected  with  the  train.  Many  of 
the  rebel  cavalry  were  engaged  in  trying  to  drive  away  the  mules  be- 
longing to  the  train,  but  the  timely  administration  of  shells  by  Lieuten- 
ant Wheat  put  an  effectual  stop  to  driving  away  the  mules,  but  drove 
the  rebels  pell  mell  into  the  woods  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road. 

Captain  Patten,  of  the  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  who  had  joined  me  on  the 
march  with  20  of  his  men,  supported,  as  well  as  could  be  done,  by  the 
Thirty-first  Ohio  Yolunteers,  now^  made  pursuit,  and  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing 5  prisoners.  The  other  two  regiments  having  come  up,  a  suf- 
ficient detail  was  made,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Ward  and  Cap- 
tain Stinchcomb,  to  secure  all  the  mules  and  harness,  with  two  wagons, 
which  were  not  burned,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage,  all  of  which  was  for  the  time  being  secured,  and  has 
since  been  sent  back  to  Nashville.  The  rebels  had  broken  and  rifled 
the  trunks  and  valises  of  the  officers,  taking  everything  in  the  way  of 
clothing  and  other  property  of  value  from  them. 

Having  done  the  best  that  I  could,  under  the  circumstances,  in  the 
way  of  saving  property,  and,  as  I  have  since  learned,  having  killed  sev- 
eral and  wounded  others,  I  marched  my  command  back  to  camp ;  on 
reaching  which  I  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Hunter,  of  the  Eighty- 
second  Indiana  Yolunteers,  to  move  with  his  regiment  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Nashville,  to  collect  together  and  bring  forward  all  the  trains 
which  he  might  meet  coming  this  way.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
the  regiment  making  a  forced  march  to  Nashville  the  same  night  and 
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returning  the  next  day  to  rejoin  the  brigade  at  this  place  at  about  8 
o'clock  at  night.  This  regiment  rendered  important  service,  checking 
and  forcing  back  fugitives. 

About  11  p.  m.  of  the  30th  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  as  soon  ns 
relieved  by  General  Stanley.  At  7.30  a.  m.  of  the  31st  General  Stanley 
relieved  me,  and  again  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  front.  While  on  the 
march,  and  near  the  crossing  of  Stewart's  Creek,  I  received  an  order 
from  Major-General  Eosecrans  to  takf  up  a  strong  position  and  defend 
the  trains  at  the  creek.  I  hastened  forward,  and  at  the  creek  was  met 
by  a  large  number  of  fugitives,  fleeing  to  the  rear,  and  spreading  most 
exaggerated  reports  of  disaster  to  the  right  wiug  of  our  army.  I  imme- 
diately brought  the  Fourth  Michigan  Battery  into  position  on  the  high 
hill  east  of  the  road,  and  formed  my  infantry  in  line  of  battle  to  sup- 
port it.  The  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Burke, 
was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  Our  posi- 
tion was  such  as  to  completely  command  the  road,  as  well  as  a  wide 
area  stretching  off  to  the  front.  I  here  stopped  the  first  stampede,  com- 
pelling men  who  had  thrown  away  their  guns  to  pick  them  up  again  and 
return  to  the  field. 

We  had  remained  here  but  a  few  moments  until  I  received  an  order 
from  Major  General  Thomas,  again  directing  me  to  move  to  the  front 
and  join  my  brigade  to  General  Eousseau's  division.  I  was  also  at  this 
point  notified  by  General  Stanley  that  he  would  move  forward  on  my 
right  flank  with  a  force  of  cavalry.  It  was  about  9  a.  m.  when  I  again 
moved  forward,  throwing  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  front,  for  the  two- 
fold purpose  of  driving  back  fugitives  and  giving  me  timely  warning 
if  an  enemy  should  approach. 

About  10  a.  m.  I  reached  the  headquarters  of  Major  General  Thomas, 
and  here,  learning  from  you  that  but  a  short  time  previous  a  large  body 
of  rebel  cavalry  had  menaced  that  part  of  the  field,  I  again  took  up  a 
position  in  the  corn-field,  fronting  the  headquarters,  throwing  my  bat- 
talions into  squares,  and  masking  a  section  of  guns  in  the  center  of  each 
square. 

I  remained  in  this  position  but  a  few  moments  until  another  stampede 
of  mules,  negroes,  fugitives,  and  cowards  of  every  grade  were  seen 
swarming  io  the  rear.  At  tuis  moment  Captain  Mackay,  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  Tliomas'  staff*,  rode  up  and  requested  me,  if  possible,  to  check  the 
stampede.  I  at  once  reduced  my  squares,  forming  line  of  battle  with 
my  right  resting  upon  the  road.  The  appearance  of  this  force  appeared 
to  reassure  and  give  confidence  to  the  runaways.  Men  and  mules  all 
stopped. 

Again  receiving  your  instructions  to  move  to  the  front,  I  advanced 
on  this  side  of  the  creek,  but  was  here  again  met  by  an  order  directing 
me  to  watch  my  right  flank  with  great  vigilance,  as  the  rebel  cavalry 
was  again  in  strong  force  menacing  that  part  of  the  field.  I  again 
formed  a  line  of  battle,  taking  advantage  of  a  piece  of  woodland  lying 
to  the  right  of  the  road,  from  a  piece  of  high  land  immediately  in  front 
of  which  I  had  a  good  view  of  the  field  to  our  right.  I  remained  here 
a  short  time,  and,  no  enemy  approaching,  I  moved  forward  to  the  front. 

At  1  o'clock  I  reached  the  point  on  the  turnpike  in  front  of  General 
Eosecrans'  headquarters,  on  the  field.  Here,  in  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions, I  reported  to  General  McCook,  who  ordered  me  to  take  up  a  po- 
sition on  his  left,  which  I  did,  and  remained  here  comparatively  inactive 
until  about  sundown,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Johnson  to  move 
to  the  front,  which  I  did,  forming  a  double  line  of  battle  and  throwing 
out  a  strong  body  of  skirmishers.    We  remained  in  this  position  all 
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uight  without  fires.    My  skirmishers  vvere  busy  all  night,  almost  con 
stantly  exchanging  shots  with  those  of  the  enemy. 

At  3  a.  m.  January  1,  1  was  sent  for  to  report  at  General  Thomas' 
headquarters  in  person,  which  I  did,  and  was  there  instructed  to  watch 
my  front  with  great  vigilance,  and  keep  a  strong  body  of  skirmishers  in 
advance  to  prevent  any  surprise.  This  I  did,  and  daylight  had  no  sooner 
broken  upon  us  than  I  saw  the  wisdom  of  the  warning  that  I  had  re- 
ceived, as  the  enemy  showed  himself  in  strong  force  upon  the  margin 
of  the  woodland  immediately  on  my  front.  General  Johnson  had  in 
the  mean  time  ordered  me  to  move  to  the  left,  about  the  distance  of  a 
brigade  front,  and  form  in  two  lines.  The  ground  I  then  occupied 
was  covered  with  a  somewhat  dense  cedar  forest.  I  directed  my  men 
to  throw  up  a  breastwork  upon  our  front,  which  they  very  soon  did, 
constructing  it  of  loose  rocks  and  logs  gathered  together  for  that  pur- 
pose. So  well  was  this  work  constructed,  and  with  such  rapidity,  that 
by  10  o'clock  we  had  a  strong  line  of  defenses,  which  were  continued 
by  other  troops  on  our  right,  who  evinced  equal  energy,  skill,  and  in- 
dustry. 

The  Fourth  Michigan  Battery,  under  command  of  Captain  Church, 
assisted  by  Lieutenants  Wheat,  Corbin,  and  Sawyer,  acted  an  impor- 
tant part  in  this  morning's  operations.  Twice  during  the  early  hours  of 
the  morning  the  enemy  showed  himself  upon  our  front.  Captain  Church 
had  placed  his  guns  in  the  most  commanding  positions,  and,  whenever 
the  opportunity  offered,  the  most  destructive  fire  I  ever  witnessed  from 
artillery  was  poured  upon  the  rebel  masses  as  they  thickened  upon  the 
margin  of  the  opposite  woods.  Other  batteries,  however,  to  our  right 
and  left  opened  their  fire  with,  perhaps,  equal  effect. 

It  is  not  my  business  to  speak  of  what  they  did,  further  than  to  admit 
the  noble  part  that  they  took  in  the  work.  I  watched  the  progress  and 
observed  the  effect  of  my  own  shot,  and  saw  the  rebel  masses  torn  down 
and  scattered  before  it  like  leaves  before  a  storm. 

One  rebel  battery  on  our  extreme  right,  and  one  or  two  guns  in  front 
of  our  center,  replied  with  shell  and  round  shot,  many  of  which  struck 
in  the  timber,  and  fell  crashing  and  bursting  in  dangerous  proximity, 
but  not  a  man  of  the  brigade  was  injured  by  them.  The  day  was  spent 
in  skirmishing  upon  the  front  and  in  these  artillery  duels,  in  one  of 
which  a  rebel  gun  on  our  right  front  was  dismounted  in  a  very  hand- 
some manner  by  a  shot  from  Lieutenant  Wheat's  section  of  the  Fourth 
Michigan  Battery,  which  was  sent  with  the  accuracy  of  a  rifle  ball. 

About  8  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  1st,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Sheridan  to  send  a  strong  reconnoitering  party  to  the  front,  which  I  did. 
The  enemy  were  found  in  force  but  a  short  distance  in  front  of  our  line, 
and  apparently  engaged  in  the  same  business. 

In  this  reconnaissance  I  had  3  men  from  the  Seventeenth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers wounded — John  Zeigler,  of  Company  A,  and  Corpl.  Edward 
Lacy  and  W.  E.  Sain,  of  Company  B.  The  first  two  were  severely,  the 
third  but  slightly  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  enemy  could  again  be  seen  threatening 
our  front,  but  so  vigorous  and  well-directed  was  the  tire  from  Church's 
battery  and  others  upon  the  right  and  left  of  our  position  that  no  body 
of  soldiers  could  have  attacked  our  front  successfully,  covered  as  it 
was  by  the  batteries.  Heavy  skkmishing  continued  upon  our  front  all 
throng]  I  the  fore  part  of  the  day,  until  the  action  on  our  left  appeared 
to  command  silence  upon  every  other  part  of  the  field.  There  being  no 
firing  on  our  front,  I  reported  in  person  to  Major-General  Thomas  that 
the  enemy  appeared  to  have  withdrawn,  upon  which  he  ordered  me  to 
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advance  to  the  front  with  ray  brigade  and  test  the  fa<}t.  I  immediately 
obeyed  his  order.  My  men  leaped  over  their  breastworks,  formed  their 
lines,  and  moved  to  the  front  with  a  veteran  steadiness  and  determina- 
tion. The  enemy  had  again  shown  himself  upon  our  front,  and  that  at 
closer  proximity  than  at  any  time  during  this  or  the  preceding  day. 

Stone's  battery  had  opened  fire  upon  such  a  line  as  to  compel  me  to 
move  my  left  directly  under  it ;  and  finding  that  the  elevation  of  his 
guns  was  njt  such  as  to  enable  me  to  do  so  in  safety,  T  sent  an  officer 
to  him  with  the  request  that  he  would  change  the  direction  of  his  pieces. 
The  officer  iu  command  of  the  battery  seems  not  to  have  understood  my 
message,  and  for  a  few  moments  the  fire  from  this  battery  threatened  to 
do  us  greater  injury  than  anything  coming  from  the  front,  knocking  the 
branches  of  trees  to  pieces  and  scattering  them  around  us.  Several  shells 
from  this  battery  also  burst  in  our  very  midst,  but,  fortunately,  did  us 
no  injury. 

We  had  not  advanced  more  than  300  yards  beyond  our  breastworks 
when  the  rebel  infantry  opened  a  rapid  fire  on  our  right  from  the  corn- 
field adjacent,  and  from  the  pickets  in  front  of  our  center.  My  lines 
advanced  under  this  fire,  with  the  utmost  steadiness  and  good  order,  a 
distance  of  75  or  80  yards  before  a  shot  was  returned.  I  then  gave  the 
order  to  commence  firing.  The  front  line,  composed  of  the  Seventeenth 
and  Thirty-first  Regiments,  delivered  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire. 
Then,  as  previously  instructed,  falling  upon  the  ground  to  load,  the 
Thirty -eighth  Ohio  and  Eighty-second  Indiana  immediately  advanced 
and  delivered  their  fire,  lying  down  to  load.  I  then  gave  the  order  to 
fix  bayonets,  intending  to  finish  the  job  with  that  weapon.  The  enemy, 
however,  had  fled  precipitately  before  our  volleys  behind  their  breast- 
works in  the  woods.  There  being  no  corresponding  movement  on  my 
right,  and  the  battery  on  our  left  keeping  up  a  most  pertinacious  fire, 
which  put  my  lines  in  great  peril  should  I  advance,  I  withdrew  the  bri- 
gade again  behind  the  breastworks.* 

About  7.30  in  the  evening  I  was  a^ain  ordered  by  General  Sheridan 
to  mate  a  reconnaissance  in  front.  For  this  purpose  I  detailed  two 
companies  from  each  of  the  Ohio  regiments  under  my  command,  and 
placed  them  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Choate,  of  the 
Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Eegiment,  assisted  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Davis,  of 
the  Eighty -second  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  Captain  Stinchcomb,  of  the 
Seventeenth  Ohio  Volunteers.  This  force  had  not  advanced  above  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  front  before  they  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy. 
A  brisk  skirmish  ensued,  which  was  kept  up  for  about  half  an  hour.f 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  being  ordered  to  maintain  great  vigilance 
in  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy  to  our  front,  I  placed  the  bri- 
gade under  arms,  advancing  my  rear  line  and  massing  it  upon  the  front 
under  the  breastworks.  Here  we  remained  pretty  much  all  day,  ex- 
posed to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  suffering  a  good  deal,  but 
without  complaint. 

The  officers  and  men  uniformly  behaved  well  while  under  my  com- 
mand, and  I  find  no  lack  of  zeal,  patience,  or  courage. 

With  the  night  of  the  3d  closed  the  active  struggles  of  this  great  con- 
flict. The  First  Brigade  has  sustained  few  casualties  compared  with 
others.    We  have  tried  to  perform  our  duty.    We  have  done  the  work 

*  Nominal  list  of  casualties  in  this  advance  reports  11  men  wonuded,  viz:  Eighty- 
second  Indiana,  4 ;  Seventeenth  Ohio,  1 ;  and  Thirty-first  Ohio,  6. 

t  Nominal  list  of  casualties  in  this  affair  reports  Capt.  James  W.  Stinchcomb,  Sev- 
enteenth Ohio,  and  Lieut.  Thomas  B.  Hanna  and  4  men,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Ohio, 
•rounded. 
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assigned  us  in  the  best  manner  we  knew  how.     We  are  in  good  condition 
to  perform  any  service  which  may  be  required  of  us,  and  will  do  it  cheer- 
fully, whatever  it  may  be,  as  we  have  ever  heretofore  done. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  B.  WALKER, 
Colonel^  Commanding  First  Brigade, 
Maj.  GEOBaE  E.  Flynt. 

No.  93. 

Report  of  Col,  Daniel  McCooJc,  Fifty -second  Ohio  Infantry^  commanding 

brigade,,  Fourth  Division, 

Hdqbs.  First  Brigade,  Seventh  [Fourth]  Division, 

Na^shville,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Generals  Mitchell  and 
Morgan,  I  proceeded,  with  eight  companies  of  the  Sixtieth  Regiment 
Illinois  Infantry,  two  companies  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  Michigan  In- 
fantry, the  Sixth  Tennessee  Infantry,  and  the  left  wing  of  the  Fifty- 
second  Ohio  Volunteers,  together  with  detachments  of  the  Third  and 
Fourth  uhio,  and  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry,  to  escort  an  ammunition 
and  hospital  train  of  95  wagons  to  the  main  army  lying  in  front  of  Mur- 
freesborough. 

Within  7  miles  of  Nashville,  General  Wheeler  and  [Colonel]  Wade, 
with  3,000  men  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  attacked  the  train.  I 
ordered  Colonel  Toler,  with  the  Sixtieth  Illinois  Regiment  and  two  com- 
panies of  the  Tenth  Michigan  Regiment,  to  seize  some  wooded  and  high 
ground  on  the  right  of  the  road,  the  side  upon  which  the  attack  was 
being  made.  Orders  were  sent  to  hurry  up  the  Sixth  Tennessee  and  the 
Fifty- second  Ohio.  The  enemy  soon  drove  in  the  cavalry  flankers,  and 
about  60  of  them  reached  the  train.  That  portion  of  our  cavalry  upon 
the  flank  could  not  be  rallied,  and  I  endeavored  alone  to  stem  the  tide — 
was  completely  surrounded  by  the  rebels — wounding  at  least  one  with  my 
pistol.  While  in  this  position  Colonel  Zahm  and  First  Lieut.  E.  L.  An- 
derson, Fifty-second  Ohio,  with  about  20  men,  charged  upon  the  body  of 
rebels  at  the  train  and  drove  them  off.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Toler  got 
into  position  he  opened  a  destructive  lire  upon  the  main  body  of  the 
rebels,  and  put  them  to  flight.  The  Sixth  Tennessee  and  the  Fifty-sec- 
ond Ohio  did  not  get  up  in  time  to  take  any  active  part  in  the  struggle, 
but  are  worthy  of  all  praise  for  the  alacrity  with  which  they  double- 
quicked  to  the  scene  of  action.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to 
Colonel  Zahm  for  his  good  judgment  and  dashing  bravery  during  the 
fight.  Colonel  Toler  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson,  with  officers  and 
men  under  their  command,  behaved  with  commendable  gallantry.  To 
Major  Lee,  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  Illinois,  acting  upon  my  staff j 
Lieutenant  Anderson,  my  aide,  and  Lieutenant  Swift,  Fifty  second  Ohio, 
brigade  inspector,  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  their  judgment  in 
delivering  and  gallantry  in  carrying  orders.  The  rebels  lost  2  ofiicers 
and  13  men  killed,  2  officers  and  12  men  taken  pi  isoners,  and  11  wounded, 
Our  loss  was  2  wounded,  one  of  whom  has  since  died.  The  train  pro- 
ceeded without  further  molestation  to  Murfreesborough. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAI^IEL  McCOOK, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Lieutenant  Wiseman, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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No.  94. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  U.  8,  Army,  commanding 

Left  Wing. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

December  26,  186^. 

Colonel  :  The  left  wing  marched  this  morDing,  in  conformity  with 
orders,  for  La  Vergne,  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  commanding  Second 
Division,  taking  the  advance,  preceded  by  three  regiments  of  cavalry, 
under  Colonel  Kennett.  When  approaching  the  eleventh  mile-stone, 
our  cavalry  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets.  The  skirmish  was  sharp, 
but  quickly  ended  by  our  cavalry  driving  them  from  their  cover  in  the 
cedars,  and  capturing  6  prisoners.  Two  of  our  men  were  severely 
wounded,  but  are  doing  well.  Two  miles  from  La  Vergne  the  enemy 
met  us  in  considerable  force.  We  occupied  some  time  in  artillery  firing, 
without  much  result  (we  having  1  killed  and  1  wounded),  until  Brig- 
adier-General Cruft,  with  two  regiments,  the  First  Kentucky  and  Thirty- 
first  Indiana,  with  the  cavalry  securing  his  left,  and  a  section  of  artil- 
lery pressing  down  the  road,  passing  under  cover  of  the  woods  to  the 
right  of  the  enemy,  attacked  them,  and,  with  great  spirit,  drove  them 
across  the  creek  into  the  town.  He  reports  1  killed  and  5  wounded. 
At  the  same  time  Colonel  Whitaker,  with  two  regiments,  attacked  the 
enemy's  left,  and,  after  an  animated  contest,  drove  them  from  the  thick 
woods  toward  the  village,  but,  night  coming  on,  he  withdrew  to  the 
camp,  having  7  men  wounded,  none  killed.  In  all  these  skirmishes  the 
enemy  fought  with  such  determination  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  there 
must  have  been  a  large  force  in  the  neighborhood.  Our  troops  are  in 
excellent  condition,  and  manifest  the  finest  military  spirit  and  enthu- 
siasm. 

The  rebel  force  in  the  beginning  is  reported  by  prisoners  to  have 
consisted  of  four  regiments  of  Cavalry,  one  of  infantry,  and  eight  pieces 
of  artillery  (we  saw  only  four  pieces),  but  during  the  affair  five  other 
regiments  came  up.     We  could  not  ascertain  the  loss  of  the  enemy. 

Recapitulation  :  Killed  of  our  troops,  2  j  wounded,  16  j  prisoners  cap- 
tured, 12. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CRITTENDEN, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 

Ool.  J.  P.  Garesch6, 

Chief  of  Staff, 

P.  S.-— I  am  waiting  anxiously  to  hear  from  you  and  of  the  fight  which 
took  place  on  the  right.  The  firing  for  a  time  was  apparently  heavy. 
My  command  is  all  ordered  to  be  under  arms  and  ready  at  daylight. 


One  Mile  North  of  La  Vergne, 

December  26,  1862—4.30  o'clock. 

Colonel  :  I  must  camp  here.  It  will  be  dark  before  my  first  division 
can  get  into  camp.  The  enemy  are  now  skirmishing  briskly  on  the 
ground  where  I  propose  to  camp  one  division.  I  have  no  reason  to 
think  there  is  a  heavy  force  near  me  but  that  I  have  obstinately  op- 
posed for  several  hours,  they  giving  way  slowly  and  taking  advantage 
of  every  favorable  position.  1  will  move  up  in  the  morning  early  to 
Stew  art  sborough  with  a  division,  and  try  to  save  the  bridge,  but  with 
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little  hope.    I  will  also  send  out  as  directed  on  Jefferson  pike.    I  hope 
to  hear  from  you  to-night.    My  headquarters  will  be  about  IJ  miles 
north  of  La  Yergue,  on  Nashville  road. 
What  about  the  heavy  firing  toward  Nolensville  ? 
EespectfuUy, 

T.  L.  OEITTENDEN, 

Major- General, 
Col.  J.  P.  Garesch6. 

Headquarters  Left  Wino, 

December  27,  1862. 

Colonel  :  I  detached  (as  ordered)  Colonel  Hazen,  with  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  down  the  Jefferson  pike,  supported  by  a  bat- 
tery and  battalion  of  cavalry.  I  sent  with  him  a  guide,  and  placed  the 
First  and  Second  Brigades,  Third  Division,  Van  Cleve's,  at  the  junction 
of  the  .Jefferson  pike  with  the  Murfreesborough  road.  Very  soon  after 
leaving  the  Murfreesborough  road  the  firing  commenced,  and  continued 
with  but  little  intermission  until  almost  dark.  The  guide  sent  has  just 
returned  with  a  verbal  message  that  he  had  taken,  and  now  holds,  the 
bridge,  camping  just  by  it.  Colonel  Hazen  lost  several  killed  and 
wounded,  with  3  or  4  cavalry  taken  prisoners  by  the  enemy,  and  took 
7  prisoners.  As  soon  as  accurate  details  are  returned  by  Colonel  Hazen 
I  will  promptly  report  them. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CRITTENDEN, 
Major- Generalj  Commanding, 

Ool.  J.  P.  Garesch^. 


Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

One  mile  and  a  half  North  of  La  Vergne, 

December  28,  1862—2.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  :  Have  this  moment  received  your  two  dispatches,  asking 
if  all  my  division  had  moved,  and  where  General  Stanley  was.  I  came 
on  with  the  division,  which  marched  in  the  center.  Van  Cleve  was  to 
follow,  and  I  doubt  not  is  close  up.  We  have  been  skirmishing  over  the 
last  3  or  4  miles ;  had  2  men  wounded  and  captured  several  prisoners. 
Have  had  a  brisk  oannonading  here,  in  sight  of  La  Vergne  j  no  one  hurt 
as  yet  on  our  side,  we  moving  up  cautiously.  Some  reports  of  infantry 
in  sight,  but  not  well  authenticated. 
EespectfuUy, 

T.  L.  CEITTENDEN, 

Major- General, 

Col.  J.  P.   GARESCHlfe, 

Chief  of  Staff, 

P.  S. — Have  heard  pretty  sharp  cannonading  toward  Nolensville  for 
about  one  hour,  beginning  about  12  o'clock. 


Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

December  29  [28?],  1862. 

Colonel;  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  reports  of  General  Hascall 
ftnd  the  officers  of  his  command. 

A  very  difficult  task  was  very  handsomely  performed  on  yesterday 
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by  General  Hascall  and  bis  brigade.  Ability,  activity,  and  courage 
marked  the  conduct  of  the  general  commanding,  and  the  brigade  showed 
itself  worthy  of  such  a  commander.  I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of 
the  general  commanding  to  the  particularly  handsome  conduct  of  the 
troops  in  charging  at  La  Yergne,  in  seizing  the  bridge  at  Stewart's 
Greek,  and  in  repulsing  the  cavalry. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  GEITTENDBN, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 
Col.  J.  P.  Garesoh]6. 

Headquarters  Left  Wing, 

January  15,  1863. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  left  camp,  near  ]N^ashville,  on 
December  26,  and  reached  the  point  where  the  battle  of  Stone's  Eiver 
was  fought  just  before  dusk  on  the  evening  of  the  29th. 

The  march  from  Nashville  was  accompanied  by  the  skirmishing  usual 
when  any  army  moves  toward  any  enemy  posted  near  by  and  in  force. 
The  gallant  and  handsome  things  done  by  several  portions  of  my  com 
mand  during  this  march  have  been  mentioned  in  detail  by  the  immediate 
commanders  conducting  the  advance  and  leading  the  skirmishers.  The 
seizure  of  two  bridges,  one  by  General  Hascall  and  tlie  other  by  Colonel 
Hazen ;  the  gallant  charge  of  the  troops  of  Has(5alPs  brigade  at  La 
Yergne,  and  the  counter-charge  and  capture  of  25  of  the  enemy  by  a 
company  of  the  new  regiment  (One  hundredth  Illinois),  when  charged 
by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  are  worthy  of  notice. 

It  was  about  dusk,  and  just  at  the  moment  when  Generals  Wood  and 
Palmer  had  halted  to  gather  up  their  troops,  that  I  reached  the  head  of 
my  command.  These  two  generals  had  their  divisions  in  line  of  battle. 
General  W^ood  on  the  left  and  General  Palmer  on  the  right,  the  enemy 
in  sight,  and  evidently  in  heavier  force  than  we  had  yet  encountered 
them ;  it  was  evident  they  intended  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  river 
and  fight  a  battle  at  or  near  Murfreesborough. 

At  this  moment  I  received  an  order  to  occupy  Murfreesborough  with 
one  division,  encamping  the  other  two  outside.  I  immediately  gave  the 
order  to  advance,  and  the  movement  was  commenced.  Wood  was  or- 
dered to  occupy  the  place,  General  Palmer  being  ordered,  at  General 
Wood's  suggestion,  to  keep  in  line  with  Wood's  division,  and  advance 
with  him  until  we  had  forced  th(i  passage  of  the  river.  At  this  time  it 
was  dark.  General  Wood  had  declared,  when  he  leceived  the  order, 
that  it  was  hazarding  a  great  deal  for  very  little  to  move  over  unknown 
ground  in  the  night,  instead  of  waiting  for  daylight,  and  that  I  ought  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  disobeying  the  order.  I  thought  the  move- 
ment hazardous,  but  as  the  success  of  the  whole  army  might  depend 
on  the  prompt  execution  of  orders  by  every  officer,  it  was  my  duty  to 
advance.  After  General  Wood  had  issued  the  order  to  advance,  and 
General  Palmer  had  received  bis  also,  they  both  came  to  see  me,  and  in- 
sisted that  the  order  should  not  be  carried  out.  I  refused  to  rescind  the 
order,  but  consented  to  suspend  it  for  one  hour,  as  General  Eosecrans 
could  be  heard  from  in  that  time.  During  the  interval  the  general  him- 
self can^ie  to  the  front  and  approved  of  what  1  had  done.. 

In  the  mean  time  Colouf^l  Harker  had,  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  gallantly 
crossed  the  river  with  his  brigade  and  Bradley's  battery,  and  Hascall 
was  already  in  the  river  advancing  when  the  order  to  suspend  the  move- 
ment was  received      As  soon  as  possible  I  recalled  Harker,  and,  t>o  mj 
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great  satisfaction,  this  able  officer,  with  consummate  address,  withdrew 
from  the  actual  presence  of  a  vastly  superior  force  his  artillery  and 
troops,  and  recrossed  the  river  without  any  serious  loss. 

During  the  night  General  McCook  came  over  to  see  the  commanding 
general,  and  reported  that  he  was  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  about  3  miles 
in  the  rear  of  our  line,  and  that  he  should  advance  in  the  morning. 

The  next  morning  (the  30th)  early,  my  line  of  battle  was  formed.  Pal- 
mer's division  occupied  the  ground  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  his  right 
resting  on  General  Negley's  left.  General  Negley  having  advanced  into 
the  woods  and  taken  a  position  on  the  center,  to  connect  with  General 
McOook  when  he  should  come  into  line.  General  Wood  was  to  occupy 
that  part  of  our  front  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  extending  down  the 
river.    General  Van  Oleve  was  held  in  reserve,  to  the  rear  and  left. 

This  position  of  our  forces  was,  without  material  change,  maintained 
all  day,  though  the  skirmishing  during  part  of  the  day  was  very  heavy, 
particularly  on  our  extreme  right,  where  McOook  was  coming  up.  Then, 
when  it  apparently  assumed  almost  the  proportions  of  a  battle,  I  pro- 
posed to  cross  the  river  with  my  corps  and  attack  Murfreesborough  from 
the  left,  by  way  of  the  Lebanon  pike,  but  the  general,  though  approving 
the  plan  of  attack,  would  not  consent  that  I  should  move  until  McCook 
was  more  seriously  engaged. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  when  the  battle  began  I  occupied  the 
front  near  the  turnpike.  General  Palmer's  division  on  the  right,  General 
Wood's  on  the  left,  General  Van  Cleve  in  reserve,  to  the  rear  and  left. 

About  8  o'clock,  when  my  troops  under  Van  Oleve  were  crossing  the 
river,  as  ordered,  and  when  all  was  ready  for  an  advance  movement,  it 
became  evident  that  our  right  was  being  driven  back.  Orders  were 
received  and  immediately  issued  recalling  Van  Oleve,  and  stopping  the 
advance.  Van  Oleve  was  ordered  to  leave  a  brigade  to  guard  the  ford 
(Matthews'  brigade,  Oolonel  Price  commanding  in  Oolonel  Matthews' 
absence,  was  left),  and  to  hurry  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  try  and 
check  the  enemy  to  the  right  and  rear.  One  brigade  of  his  division, 
Oolonel  Fyffe's,  had  already  been  ordered  to  protect  the  train  then 
threatened  near  the  hospital ;  and  General  Van  Oleve  moved  at  once, 
and  quickly,  to  the  right  with  Beatty's  brigade.  He  arrived  most  op- 
portunely, as  his  own  and  Colonel  Beatty's  reports  show,  and  checked 
the  enemy. 

The  confusion  of  our  own  troops,  who  were  being  driven  from  the 
woods  at  this  point,  hindered  him  for  some  little  time  from  forming  his 
men  in  line  of  battle.  This  difficulty,  however,  was  soon  overcome,  his 
line  rapidly  formed,  and  one  smaU  brigade,  commanded  by  the  gallant 
Colonel  Beatty,  ot  the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  under  the  direction  of  General 
Van  Oleve,  boldly  attacked  vastly  superior  forces  of  the  enemy,  then 
advancing  in  full  career,  checked  their  advance,  and  drove  them  back. 

Being  soon  re-enforeed  by  Fyffe's  brigade  and  Barker's  brigade,  of 
Wood's  division,  the  enemy  were  pressed  vigorously  too  far.  They 
came  upon  the  enemy  massed  to  receive  them,  who,  outnumbering  them 
and  outflanking  them,  compelled  them  to  fall  back  in  turn.  This  they 
did  in  good  order,  and  fighting  with  such  effect  that  the  enemy  drew  off 
and  left  them,  and  they  were  able  to  hold  their  position  during  the  re- 
m ainder  of  the  day.  From  this  time  the  great  object  of  the  enemy  seemed 
to  be  to  break  our  left  and  front,  where,  under  great  disadvantages,  my 
two  divisions,  under  Generals  Wood  and  Palmer,  maintained  their 
ground.  When  the  troops  composing  the  center  and  right  wing  of  our 
army  had  been  driven  by  the  enemy  from  our  original  Bne  of  battle  to 
a  line  almost  perpendicular  to  it,  the  First  and  Second  Divisions  of  the 
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left  wing  still  nobly  maintained  their  position,  though  several  times 
assaulted  by  the  enemy  in  great  force.  It  was  evident  that  it  was  vital 
to  us  that  this  position  should  be  held,  at  least,  until  our  troops,  which 
had  been  driven  back,  could  establish  themselves  on  their  new  line. 

The  country  is  deeply  indebted  to  Generals  Wood  and  Palmer  for 
the  sound  judgment,  skill,  and  courage  with  which  they  managed  their 
commands  at  this  important  crisis  in  the  battle.  The  reports  of  ray 
division  commanders  show  how  nobly  and  how  ably  they  were  supported 
by  their  officers ;  and  the  most  melancholy  and  convincing  proof  of  the 
bravery  of  all  who  fought  in  this  part  of  the  field  is  their  terrible  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded,  for  with  them  there  was  no  rout  and  no  con- 
fusion.   The  men  who  fell  fell  fighting  in  the  ranks. 

Generals  Wood  and  Van  Cleve  being  wounded  on  the  31st,  their 
commantls  devolved,  of  course,  on  other  officers.  General  Hascall  tak- 
ing command  of  Wood's  division  and  Colonel  Beatty  of  Van  Cleve's,  on 
the  1st  of  January.  It  was  a  fortunate  thing  that  competent  and  gal- 
lant officers  took  command  of  these  noble  divisions.  On  the  night  of  the 
31st,  with  the  consent  of  the  general  commanding,  I  reunited  my  com 
mand,  bringing  them  all  together  on  the  left  of  the  turnjnke ;  and  before 
daylight,  by  orders  from  the  general  commanding,  we  took  up  a  new 
line  of  battife,  about  500  yards  to  the  rear  of  our  former  line.  HascalPs 
division  was  ordered  to  rest  their  right  on  the  position  occupied  by 
Stokes'  battery,  and  his  left  on  General  Palmer's  right.  General  Pal- 
mer was  to  rest  his  left  on  the  ford,  the  right  extending  toward  the 
railroad  and  perpendicular  to  it,  thus  bringing  the  line  at  right  angles 
to  the  railroad  and  turnpike,  and  extending  from  Stokes'  battery  to  the 
ford. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  Van  Cleve's  division  again  crossed  the 
river  and  took  position  on  ground  the  general  considered  important  we 
should  hold,  extending  from  the  ford  about  half  a  mile  from  the  river,  the 
right  resting  on  the  high  ground  near  the  river,  and  the  left  thrown  for- 
ward, so  that  the  direction  of  the  line  should  be  nearly  perpendicular 
to  it.  These  changes  in  position  having  been  accomplished,  the  day 
passed  quietly,  except  continued  skirmishing  and  occasional  artillery 
firing. 

The  next  day,  January  2,  large  forces  of  the  enemy's  infantry  and 
artillery  were  seen  to  pass  to  their  right,  apparently  contemplating  an 
attack.  Lieutenant  Livingston,  with  Drury's  battery,  was  ordered  over 
the  river,  and  Colonel  Grose's  brigade,  of  Palmer's  division,  was  also 
crossed  over,  taking  post  on  the  hill  near  the  hospital,  so  as  to  protect 
the  left  and  rear  of  Beatty's  position. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2d,  about  4  p.  m.,  a  sudden  and  concentrated 
attack  was  made  on  the  Third  Division,  now  commanded  by  Colonel 
Beatty.  Several  batteries  opened  at  the  same  time  on  this  division. 
The  overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy  directed  upon  two  brigades 
forced  them,  after  a  bloody  but  short  conflict,  back  to  the  river.  The 
object  of  the  enemy  (it  is  since  ascertained)  was  to  take  the  battery 
which  we  had  on  that  side  of  the  river.  In  this  attempt  it  is  most 
likely  they  would  have  succeeded,  but  for  the  sound  judgment  and  wise 
precaution  of  Colonel  Beatty  in  changing  the  position  of  his  battery. 

It  was  so  late  when  the  attack  was  made  that  the  enemy,  fail  ng  in 
their  enterprise  to  capture  our  battery,  were  sure  of  not  sufterii  g  any 
great  disaster  in  caRC  of  a  repulse,  because  night  would  piotect  them. 
They  not  only  failed  to  capture  our  battery,  but  lost  four  of  their  guns 
in  their  repulse  and  flight. 

As  soon  as  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  were  driving  Colonel 
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Beatty,  I  turned  to  my  chief  of  artillery,  Oapt.  John  Mendenhall,  and 
said,  "Now,  Meudenhall,  you  must  cover  my  men  with  your  cannon." 
Without  any  show  of  excitement  or  haste,  almost  as  soon  as  the  order 
was  given,  the  batteries  began  to  open,  so  perfectly  liad  he  placed  them, 
in  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  the  order  was  received,  fifty -two  guns 
were  firing  upon  the  enemy.  They  cannot  be  said  to  liave  been  checked 
in  their  advance — from  a  rapid  advance  they  broke  at  once  into  a  rapid 
retreat.  Ee-enforcements  soon  began  to  arrive,  and  our  troops  crossed 
the  river,  and  pursued  the  fleeing  enemy  until  dark. 

It  is  a  pleasant  thing  to  report  that  officers  and  men  from  the  center 
and  right  wing  hurried  to  the  support  of  the  left,  when  it  was  known 
to  be  hard  pressed.  General  J.  0.  Davis  sent  a  brigade  at  once  without 
orders ;  then  applied  for  and  obtained  orders  to  follow  immediately  with 
his  division.  General  Negley,  from  the  center,  crossed  with  a  part  of 
his  division.  General  McCook,  to  whom  I  applied  for  a  brigade,  not 
knowing  of  Davis'  movement,  ordered  immediately  Colonel  Gibson  to 
go  with  his  brigade,  and  the  colonel  and  the  brigade  passed  at  double- 
quick  in  less  than  five  minutes  after  the  request  was  made.  Honor  is 
due  to  such  men. 

On  the  night  of  the  2d,  General  Hascall,  with  his  division,  and  Gen- 
eral Davis,  with  his,  encamped  a  little  in  advance  of  the  position  which 
Beatty  had  occupied.  General  Palmer,  commanding  the  Second  Divis- 
ion, encamped  with  two  brigades  in  reserve  to  HascalPs  and  Davis' 
divisions  and  the  remaining  brigade  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

In  this  position  these  troops  remained  until  Saturday  night,  when, 
the  river  beginning  to  rise  and  the  rain  continuing  to  fall,  it  was  feared 
we  might  be  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  army,  and  all  recrossed  the 
river,  except  Palmer's  two  brigades,  which  remained,  and  did  not  come 
back  until  it  was  ascertained  the  next  day,  Sunday,  that  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  Murfreesborough. 

I  feel  that  this  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle 
of  Stone's  Eiver  is  very  imperfect.  I  have  only  endeavored  to  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  battles  The  re- 
ports, however,  of  the  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders, 
together  with  the  report  of  the  chief  of  artillery,  accompanying  this 
report,  give  a  detailed  and  good  account  of  the  memorable  incidents 
which  occurred  in  this  protracted  fight. 

Reports  of  the  division  commanders  show  how  nobly  they  were  sus- 
tained by  their  subordinate  officers,  and  all  reports  show  how  nobly  the 
troops  behaved.  Generals  Wood  and  Van  Oleve,  though  wounded  early 
in  the  battle  of  the  31st,  remained  in  the  saddle  and  on  the  field  through- 
out the  day,  and  at  night  were  ordered  to  the  rear.  General  Palmer, 
exposing  himself  everywhere  and  freely,  escaped  unhurt,  and  com- 
manded the  Second  Division  throughout  the  battle. 

To  these  three  division  commanders  I  return  my  most  earnest  and 
heartfelt  thanks  for  the  brave,  prompt ,  and  able  manner  in  which  they 
executed  every  order,  and  I  very  urgently  present  their  names  to  the 
commanding  general  and  to  the  Government  as  having  fairly  earned 
promotion. 

After  the  31st,  General  Hascall  commanded  Wood's  division  (the  First) 
and  Colonel  Beatty  (the  Third)  Van  Cleve's.  To  these  officers  I  am  in- 
debted  for  the  same  cheerful  and  prompt  obedience  to  orders  and  same 
brave  support  which  I  received  from  their  predecessors  in  command, 
and  I  also  respectfully  present  their  names  to  the  commanding  general 
and  the  Government  as  having  earned  promotion  on  the  field  of  bai  tie. 

There  are  numerous  cases  of  distinguished  conduct,  in  brigade  as  weU 
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as  regimental  commanders,  mentioned  by  my  division  commanders  as 
meriting  promotion.  I  respectfully  refer  the  general  commanding  to 
division,  brigade,  and  regimental  reports,  and  solicit  for  the  gallant 
officers  and  men  who  have  distinguished  themselves  for  conduct  and 
bravery  in  battle  the  honors  they  have  won.  We  have  officers  who 
have  commanded  brigades  for  almost  a  year,  though  they  have  but  the 
rank  of  colonel.  In  such  cases,  and  in  all  like  cases,  as  where  a  lieu- 
tenant commands  a  company,  it  seems,  if  the  officers  have  capacity  for 
their  commands  on  the  field,  that  they  should  have  the  rank  the  com- 
mand is  entitled  to. 

The  report  of  Captain  Mendenhall,  chief  of  artillery  to  the  left  wing, 
shows  the  efficiency,  skill,  and  daring  with  which  our  artillery  officers 
handled  their  batteries.  Division  and  brigade  commanders  vie  with 
each  other  in  commendations  of  our  different  batteries  ;  some  of  these 
batteries,  fighting  as  they  did  in  all  parts  of  the  field,  won  praises  from 
all.'  To  these  officers  also  attention  is  called,  with  a  sincere  hope  that 
they  may  be  rewarded  as  their  valor  and  bearing  deserve. 

Maj.  Lyne  Starling,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  the  left  wing,  has 
been  for  nearly  eighteen  months  the  most  indefatigable  officer  I  ever 
knew  in  his  department.  His  services  to  me  are  invaluable.  On  the 
field  here,  as  well  as  at  Shiloh,  he  was  distinguished  even  amid  so  many 
brave  men  for  his  daring  and  efficiency. 

Capt.  R.  Loder,  inspector-general  of  the  left  wing,  has  entitled  him- 
self to  my  lasting  gratitude  by  his  constant  and  able  management  of  his 
department.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  gallant  and  lamented  Colo- 
nel Garesche  told  him  in  ojy  presence,  but  a  short  time  before  the  battle, 
that  he  had  proven  himself  to  be  the  best  inspector- general  in  the  army. 
On  the  field  of  battle  bravery  was  added  to  the  same  efficiency  and 
activity  which  marked  his  conduct  in  the  camp. 

Capt.  John  Mendenhall,  who  has  been  mentioned  already  as  chief  of 
artillery  to  my  command,  but  of  whom  too  much  good  cannot  be  said, 
is  also  topographical  engineer  on  my  staff.  In  this  capacity,  as  in  all 
where  he  works,  the  work  is  well  and  faithfully  done.  His  services  at 
Shiloh,  of  which  I  was  an  eye-witness,  his  splendid  conduct  as  chief  of 
artillery  of  the  left  wing,  his  uniform  soldierly  bearing,  point  him  out  as 
eminently  entitled  to  promotion. 

To  the  medical  director  of  the  left  wing.  Dr.  A.  J.  Phelps,  the  thanks 
of  the  army  and  country  are  due,  not  only  for  his  prompt  attention  to 
the  wounded,  but  for  his  arrangements  for  their  immediate  accommoda- 
tion. He  took  good  care  not  only  of  the  wounded  of  my  command,  but 
of  more  than  2,000  w^ounded  from  other  corps  and  from  the  enemy. 
Since  the  battle  I  have  visited  his  hospitals,  and  can  bear  testimony  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  medical  department  of  this  wing. 

Capt.  Louis  M.  Buford  and  Lieut,  George  Knox,  my  aides-de  camp, 
were  brave,  active,  and  efficient  helps  to  me  all  through  the  battle. 
Captain  Buford  was  struck  just  over  the  heart,  fortunately  by  a  ball  too 
far  spent  to  penetrate,  and  which  only  bruised.  The  captain  and  Lieu- 
tenant Knox  were  frequently  exposed  to  the  heaviest  firing  as  they  fear- 
lessly carried  my  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field. 

Captain  Case,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  tendered  his  services  as  a  volun- 
teer aide,  and  proved  himself  a  bold  soldier  and  an  efficient  aide. 

Two  other  officers  of  the  sam  e  corps.  Lieutenants  Jones  and  — , 

tendered  their  services  as  aides,  and  were  placed  on  my  staff  during  the 
battle,  and  I  thank  them  sincerely  for  their  services. 

Ijieutenant  Bruner,  of  the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  who  commaT^dat^ 
my  escort,  was  as  quietly  brave  on  the  battle-field  as  he  is  mild  and  geu- 
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tlemanly  in  the  camp.  I  thank  him  and  the  brave  men  he  commands 
for  the  fearless  discharge  of  their  duties  amid  so  many  hardships  and 
perils. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  it  will  be  proper  to  add  that  when  1 
speak  of  a  quiet  day,  I  mean  to  speak  comparatively.  We  had  no  quiet 
days ;  no  rest  from  the  time  we  reached  the  battle-field  until  the  enemy 
fled ;  skirmishing  constantly,  and  sometimes  terrible  cannonading. 

On  the  2d,  which  we  call  a  quiet  day  until  about  4  p.  in.,  the  First 
Division,  under  Hascall,  laid  for  a  half  hour  in  the  early  part  of  the  day 
under  the  heaviest  cannonading  we  endured.  Many  men  were  killed, 
but  he  and  his  brave  soldiers  would  not  flinch. 

The  appended  summary  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  furnished  by  my 
medical  director,  demonstrates  with  what  fearful  energy  and  earnestness 
the  battle  was  contested  in  my  command. 

Report  of  kilUdj  wounded,  and  missmgj  Left  Wing. 


DiTlaiMM. 

1 

3 

1 

o 

1 

(S 

3 

First  Dirinlon : 

Officers 

11 

56 

Enlisted  men 

200       859 

167 

Total 

211 

915 

167 

Second  Division : 

Officers 

15 

4» 

6 

Enlistedmen --    --  -       --  

191   1,031 

257 

Total 

208   1,080 

263 

rhird  Division: 

Officers 

17  ;      52 
216  ,     854 

4 

ET)li8t.ed  men 

387 



Total 

233  :     906 

391 



Grand  total* 

1 

4,372 

1 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  L.  CEITTENDEIsr, 
Major-  General^  Commanding. 
Ool.  C.  GoDDARD,  Chief  of  Staff. 


1^0.  95. 

Report  of   Capt.  John    Mendenhall,  Fourth    U.  S.  Artillery,    Chief  of 

Artillery, 

Hdqrs.  Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

January  10,  1863. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  artillery  in  the  left  wing  from  December  26, 1862,  to  January 
2,  1863 : 

This  array  marched  from  camp,  near  Nashville,  December  26,  the  left 
wing  marching  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike. 
December  26,  about  3  p.  m.,  our  advance  was  brought  to  a  stand-still, 

'  But  Bee  revised  statement,  pp.  211-214 
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near  La  Vergue,  by  a  rebel  battery.  It  was  opposed  by  a  section  of 
artillery  serving  with  the  cavalry,  whicli,  being  unable  to  dislodge  the 
eneujy,'  our  advance  battery  {Captain  Standards,  Battery  B,  First 
Ohio)  was,  after  a  little  delay,  put  in  position  and  opened  fire,  soon 
silencing  the  enemy's  battery» 

December  27,  (General  Hascall  took  the  advance  with  his  brigade  and 
Lieutenant  Estep's  Kighth  Indiana  Battery.  They  marched  steadily  for- 
ward until  the  eneoiy  was  driven  across  Stewart's  Greek,  the  battery 
halting  only  when  it  was  necessary  to  fire  ;  two  pieces  were  posted  near, 
covering  the  bridge. 

December  28,  some  artillery  was  so  disposed  as  to  check  the  enemy, 
should  he  attempt  to  destroy  or  retake  the  bridge. 

December  29,  Lieutenant  Parsons,  commanding  Batteries  H  and  M, 
Fourth  Artillery,  being  in  a  commanding  position,  threw  a  few  shells 
about  9  a.  m.,  driving  the  enemy's  pickets  from  the  opposite  woods. 
Our  column  advanced  across  the  bridge  at  10  a.  m.,  meeting  with  little 
resist iince  until  within  about  3  miles  of  Murfreesborough.  Our  troops 
were  placed  in  line  of  battle  as  they  came  up,  the  artiltey  remaining 
with  their  divisions, 

December  30,  about  9  a,  m.,  the  enemy  opened  upon  Captain  Cox's 
Tentli  Iiidiaiui  Battery  (which  was  between  the  pike  and  the  railroad, 
and  in  front  partially  covered  by  woods).  Captain  Bradley's  Sixth  Ohio 
Battery  at  once  took  a  position  to  the  left  of  the  woods  and  in  a  corn- 
field. The  two  batteries  soon  silenced  that  of  the  enemy.  One  shot 
killed  a  man  near  where  a  number  of  general  and  staff  officers  were 
standing,  and  another,  passing  through  Battery  H,  Fourth  Artillery, 
killed  one  man  and  wounded  another,  besides  disabling  a  horse. 

December  31,  the  left  wing  starten'  to  cross  Stone's  Eiver  about  8  a. 
m.,  but  before  a  division  had  crossed,  intelligence  was  received  that  the 
right  was  falling  back.  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade,  which  was  about  cross- 
ing, was  ordered  to  countermarch  and  move  at  double-quick  to  the  right. 
Captain  Swallow's  Seventh  Indiana  Battery  operated  for  a  time  with 
this  brigade,  shelling  the  rebel  cavalry  from  the  brick  hospital,  &o. 
Colonel  Beatty's  biigade,  ha\'ing  recrossed  the  river,  advanced  to  the 
support  of  the  right  wing,  but  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Battery, 
Lieuteuant  Stevens  commanding,  being  unable  to  follow  the  brigade 
througli  the  woods,  took  a  position  near  the  pike,  and  received  the 
enemy  with  shot  and  shell  as  be  advanced  after  our  retreating  columns, 
and,  I  think,  did  his  part  in  checking  him.  He  advanced  as  they  re 
treated,  and  took  a  position  in  a  t  oru  field  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  near 
the  three  mile  post,  and  again  opened  upon  the  enemy.  The  position  of 
this  battery  underwent  several  changes  during  the  rest  of  the  day,  but 
remained  iw  the  same  immediate  vicinity.  Lieutenant  Livingston,  hav- 
ing recrossed  the  river  with  the  brigade,  took  a  position  commanding 
the  fold,  and  about  12  m.  oi)ened  upon  the  enemy-s  cavalry,  while  at- 
tempting to  drive  off  some  of  our  wagons  which  had  crossed  the  river, 
and  were  neai-  a  hospital  we  had  established  on  the  other  side.  They 
were  driven  away  with  little  booty. 

The  batteries  ot  General  Wood's  division  (Cox's  Tenth  Indiana,  Estep's 
Eighth  Indiana,  and  Bradley's  Sixth  Ohio,  all  under  command  of  Major 
Race,  of  the  First  Ohio  Artillery)  fought  with  the  brigades  with  which 
they  were  serving.  I  had  no  occasion  to  give  special  orders  to  either  of 
them  during  the  day.  The  batteries  of  General  Palmer's  division  served 
with  it  during  the  morning,  rendering  good  service.  Captain  Standart's 
battery  (B,  First  Ohio)  fell  back  with  General  Cruft's  brigade,  and  was 
not  again  engaged  during  the  day. 
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Captain  Cockerill  during  the  afternoon  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and 
he  took  a  position  in  the  corn-field  on  the  left  of  the  woods,  where  the 
enemy  was  making  such  desperate  attempts  to  force  back  the  left.  At 
this  place  Captain  Cockerill  was  severely  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  the 
command  of  the  battery  devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Osburn.  Two  guns 
of  this  battery  were  disabled  from  their  own  firing,  the  axles  being  too 
weak.  One  of  the  limbers  of  this  battery  was  blown  up  during  the  day. 
Lieutenant  Parsons,  commanding  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  Artillery, 
was  ordered  up  to  support  the  left  about  4  p.  m.,  and  took  a  position  in 
rear  of  the  woods  near  the  railroad,  and  after  he  had  expended  all  his 
ammunition  I  sent  Captain  Swallow's  (Seventh  Indiana)  battery  to 
replace  him.  These  batteries  did  much  to  repel  the  enemy,  as  he  ad- 
vanced with  the  evident  determination  to  drive  us  back  at  all  hazards, 
if  possible. 

During  the  night  the  batteries  were  resupplied  with  ammunition,  and 
I  directed  them  to  take  positions  as  follows,  before  daylight,  viz :  Lieu- 
tenant Livingston  (Third  Wisconsin),  commanding  ford  on  the  extreme 
left ;  Captain  Swallow  (Seventh  Indiana)  on  his  right  near  the  railroad; 
Lieutenant  Stevens  (Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania)  also  near  railroad, 
but  on  the  left  of  Captain  Swallow.  The  batteries  of  the  First  Division 
between  the  railroad  and  the  pike.  Captain  Bradley  (Sixth  Ohio)  on 
the  left ;  Captain  Cox  (Tenth  Indiana)  on  the  right,  and  Lieutenant 
Estep  (Eighth  Indiana)  in  the  center.  The  Second  Division  batteries 
near  the  pike,  in  reserve. 

During  the  morning  Lieutenant  Livingston  was  directed  to  cross  the 
river;  he  was  assigned  a  position  by  Colonel  Beatty,  and  Captain 
Swallow  took  his  place  commanding  the  ford.  Lieutenant  Parsons  was 
ordered  to  a  position  on  General  Eousseau's  front  by  General  Rosecrans, 
and  Captain  Cox  was  moved  across  the  pike,  near  the  Board  of  Trade 
Battery,  to  support  the  right  of  his  division,  which  had  moved  its  right 
to  that  point.  After  dark,  Captain  Standart  was  ordered  to  relieve  the 
Board  of  Trade  Battery.  ISTo  firing,  except  now  and  then  a  shell  at  the 
enemy's  pickets  was  fired,  during  the  day. 

January  2,  early  in  the  forenoon,  the  enemy  opened  his  batteries,  first 
upon  our  left,  which  was  not  responded  to,  their  shot  and  shell  doing 
no  harm.  They  then  opened  more  furiously  upon  the  troops  and  bat- 
teries near  the  railroad  and  pike.  Several  of  our  batteries  replied  and 
soon  silenced  them.  When  the  enemy  had  nearly  ceased  firii^g,  the 
Board  of  Trade  Battery  (Captain  Stokes)  opened  with  canister  upon 
Captain  Bradley's  battery  and  Colonel  Barker's  brigade,  wounding 
several  men  and  horses. 

Captain  Standart,  with  three  pieces,  Captain  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio, 
and  Lieutenant  Estep,  Eighth  Indiana,  retired  a  short  distance  to  fit 
up,  they  having  received  more  or  less  injury  from  the  enemy.  Captain 
Bradley  fell  back  on  account  of  being  fired  into  by  Captain  Stokes.  He 
returned  to  his  former  position  after  a  little  while,  but  Captain  Standart 
and  Lieutenant  Estep  remained  in  reserve.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant 
Parsons,  with  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  Artillery,  to  a  position  on 
the  ridge,  to  the  right  of  Captain  Swallow  (who  was  on  the  highest 
point  of  the  ridge  covering  the  ford),  and  Lieutenant  Osburn,  Battery 
F,  First  Ohio,  to  a  j)osition  perhaps  100  yards  to  the  right  of  Lieutenant 
Parsons.  During  the  afternoon  Colonel  Beatty  changed  the  position 
of  Lieutenant  Livingston's  (Third  Wisconsin)  battery  to  near  the  hos- 
pital, across  the  river. 

About  4  p.  m.,  while  riding  along  the  pike  with  General  Crittenden, 
we  heard  heavy  firing  of  artillery  and  musketry  on  the  left.    We  at 
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once  rode  briskly  over,  and,  arriviog  upon  the  hill  near  the  ford,  saw 
our  infantry  retiring  before  the  enemy.  The  general  asked  me  if  I  could 
not  do  something  to  relieve  Colonel  Beatty  with  my  guns.  Captain 
Swallow  had  already  opened  with  his  battery.  I  ordered  Lieutenant 
Parsons  to  move  a  little  forward  and  open  with  his  guns ;  then  rode 
back  to  bring  up  Lieutenant  Estep,  with  his  Eighth  Indiana  Battery. 
Meeting  Captain  Morton,  with  his  brigade  of  Pioneers,  he  asked  for 
advice,  and  I  told  liim  to  move  briskly  forward  with  his  brigade,  and 
send  his  battery  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  near  the  batteries  already  en- 
gaged. The  Eighth  Indiana  Battery  took  position  to  the  right  of  Lieu- 
tenant Parsons. 

Seeing  that  Lieutenant  Osburn  was  in  position  (between  Lieutenants 
Parsons  and  Estep),!  rode  to  Lieutenant  Stevens  (Twenty-sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania Battery),  and  directed  him  to  change  front,  to  fire  to  the  left  and 
open  fire  f  and  then  to  Captain  Standart,  and  directed  him  to  move  to 
the  left  with  his  pieces ;  and  he  took  position  covering  the  ford.  I 
found  that  Captain  Bradley  had  anticipated  my  wishes,  and  had  changed 
front  to  fire  to  the  left,  and  opened  upon  the  enemy;  this  battery  was 
near  the  railroad.  Lieutenant  Livingston's  (Third  Wisconsin)  battery 
(which  was  across  the  river)  opened  upon  the  advancing  enemy,  and 
continued  to  fire  until  he  thought  he  could  no  longer  maintain  his  posi- 
tion, when  he  crossed  over,  one  section  at  a  time,  and  opened  fire  again. 
The  firing  ceased  about  dark. 

During  this  terrible  encounter  of  little  more  than  an  hour  in  duration, 
forty-three  pieces  of  artillery,  belonging  to  the  left  wing,  the  Board 
of  Trade  Battery  of  six  guns,  and  the  batteries  of  General  Negley's 
division,  about  nine  guns,  making  a  total  of  about  fifty-eight  pieces, 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  retired,  our  troops  follow- 
ing; three  batteries  of  the  left  wing,  besides  those  of  General  Davis, 
crossed  the  river  in  pursuit. 

During  this  engagement  Lieutenant  Parsons  had  one  of  his  howitzers 
dismounted  by  a  shot  from  the  enemy,  but  it  was  almost  immediately 
replaced  by  one  captured  from  the  enemy,  and  brought  over  by  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois  Eeglment. 

The  following  are  the  casualties,  &c.,  in  the  several  batteries  : 


Ddcignation  of  battery. 


Batteries   H   and   M,   4th 
Artillery. 

Batterv  B,  Ist  Ohio 

Battery  F,  let  Ohio  * 

7th  Indiana  Battery 

3d    Wisconsin  B ,  >  1 1  (^  ry 

26th  Pennsylvania  Battery . 

8th  Indiana  Battery  '. . 

LOth  Indiana  Battery ... 

6th  Ohio  Battery 


Commanding  ofl5cer. 


Total. 


Lieut.  C.  C.  Parsons. 

Captain  Standart... 
Captain  Cockerill  . . 

C.-ptain  Swallow 

Lieutenant  Living- 
ston. 

Lieutenant  Stevens. 
Lieutenant  Estep . . . 

Captain  Cox 

Captain  Bradley 


OQ  O 


Enlisted 
men. 


^ 


14 

13 
12 

7 
4 

7 
6 
4 
2 


bO 


!^ 


16     69     16 


Horses. 


20 

21 

24 

1 

9 

7 

15 
12 
16 


125 


13 


Guns. 


IS"" 


§ 


2,299 

1,610 

1,080 

406 

358 

1,650 
871 

1,442 
500 


10, 216 


*Thi8  battery  had  a  limber  blown  up  on  the  Slst. 
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Captain  Cockeiill  and  Lieutenant  Buckmar  were  both  wounded  on 
the  31st.  The  former  commanded  Battery  F,  First  Ohio,  and  the  latter 
belongs  to  the  Seventh  Indiana  Battery. 

Major  Race,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  chief  of  artillery  in  the  First  Divis- 
ion, and  the  several  battery  commanders,  with  their  officers  and  men, 
all,  with  one  exception,  deserve  most  grateful  mention  for  their  coolness 
and  bravery  throughout  the  battle. 

Lieutenant  Parsons,  commanding  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  Artil- 
.ery,  and  his  officers,  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Huntington,  deserve 
great  credit  for  their  courage  under  the  hottest  of  the  enemy's  fire ; 
they  were  probably  under  closer  fire  and  more  of  it  than  any  other  bat- 
tery in  the  left  wing,  and  perhaps  in  the  army.  I  am  more  than  pleased 
with  the  way  they  behaved,  as  well  as  the  brave  men  that  were  under 
them.  Captain  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio  Battery,  deserves  particular  notice 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  battery. 

The  one  exception  above  referred  to  is  Lieut.  Richaxd  Jervis,  of  the 
Eighth  Indiana,  who  is  represented  to  have  acted  in  a  very  cowardly 
manner,  by  retiring  a  section  of  the  battery  at  a  critical  moment,  with- 
out orders  or  notifying  his  battery  commander. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MENDENHALL, 
Captain  Fourth  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Maj.  Lyne  Starling, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  96. 


Reports  of  Brig,  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood,  JJ.  8.  Army,  commanding  First 

Division. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  the  left  wing  of  the  Four- 
teenth Army  Corps  broke  up  its  encampment,  in  the  vicinity  of  Nash- 
ville, and  moved  toward  the  enemy.  Reliable  information  assured  us 
that  he  was  encamped  in  force  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Murfreesbor- 
ough  ;  but  as  his  cavalry,  supported  occasionally  by  infantry,  had  ex- 
tended its  operations  up  to  our  outposts,  aud  as  we  had  been  compelled 
for  some  days  previous  to  the  movement  on  the  26th  ultimo  to  fight  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  forage  consumed  by  the  animals,  it  was  supposed 
we  should  meet  with  resistance  as  soon  as  our  troops  passed  beyond  the 
line  of  our  outposts.    Nor  was  this  expectation  disappointed. 

The  order  of  march  on  the  first  day  of  the  movement  placed  the  Sec- 
ond Division,  General  Palmer,  in  advance,  followed  by  my  own.  Sev- 
eral miles  northward  of  La  Yergne,  a  small  hamlet  nearly  equidistant 
between  Nashville  and  Murfrees I  trough,  parties  of  the  enemy  were 
encountered  by  our  advance  guard,  a  cavalry  force,  and  a  running  fight 
at  once  commenced.  The  country  occupied  by  these  bodies  of  hostile 
troops  affords  ground  peculiarly  favorable  for  a  small  force  to  retard  the 
advance  of  a  larger  one.  Large  cultivated  fields  occur  at  intervals  on 
either  side  of  the  turnpike  road,  but  the  country  between  the  cultivated 
tracts  is  densely  wooded,  and  much  of  the  woodland  interspersed  with 
thick  groves  of  cedar.  The  face  of  the  country  is  undulating,  presenting 
a  succession  of  swells  and  subsidences.  This  brief  description  is  appli- 
cable to  the  whole  country  between  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough, 
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and  it  will  show  to  the  most  casual  observer  how  favorable  it  was  for 
coveriiiji:  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  enemy  in  resisting  our 
progress. 

TL  o  resistance  of  the  enemy  j)revented  our  troops  from  gaining  pos- 
session of  the  commanding  heights  immediately  south  of  La  Vergne 
doriiig  the  tirst  day's  operations,  and  delayed  the  arrival  of  my  division 
at  the  site  intended  for  its  encampment  until  some  time  after  nightfall. 
The  darkness  of  the  evening  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour  prevented  such 
a  reconnaissance  of  the  ground  as  is  so  necessary  in  close  proximity  to 
the  enemy ;  but,  to  guard  effectually  against  surprise,  a  regiment  from 
each  brigade  was  thrown  over  forward  as  a  grand  guard,  and  the  front 
and  tlanks  of  the  division  covered  with  a  continuous  line  of  skirmishers. 

The  troops  were  ordered  to  be  roused  an  hour  and  a  half  before  dawn 
of  the  following  morning,  to  get  their  breakfast  as  speedily  as  [)ossible, 
and  to  be  formed  under  arms  and  in  order  of  battle  before  daylight. 
An  occasional  shell  from  the  opposing  heights,  with  which  the  enemy 
commenced  to  greet  us  shortly  after  the  morning  broke,  showed  these 
precautions  were  not  lost. 

As  it  was  understood  from  the  commanding  general  of  the  corps  that 
the  right  wing  was  not  so  far  advanced  as  the  left,  the  latter  did  not 
move  forward  until  11  a.  m.  on  the  27th.  At  this  hour  the  advance  was 
ordered,  and  my  division  was  directed  to  take  the  lead.  The  entire 
cavalry  on  duty  with  the  left  wing  was  ordered  to  report  tome.  Being 
satisfied,  however,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  that  its  position  in 
advance  would  be  injudicious,  and  retard  rather  than  aid  the  progress 
of  the  infantry,  1  directed  it  to  take  i^osition  in  rear  of  the  flanks  of  the 
leading  brigade.  I  ordered  HascalPs  brigade  to  take  the  advance  and 
move  in  two  lines,  with  the  front  and  flanks  well  covered  with  skirmish- 
ers. The  other  brigades,  Wagner's  and  Harker's,  were  ordered  to 
advance  on  either  side  of  the  turnpike  road,  prepared  to  sustain  the  lead- 
ing brigade,  and  especially  to  protect  its  flanks.  These  two  brigades 
were  also  ordered  to  protect  their  outward  flanks  by  flankers.  In  this 
order  the  movement  commenced. 

Possession  of  the  hamlet  of  La  Vergne  was  the  first  object  to  be  at- 
tained. The  enemy  was  strongly  posted  in  the  houses  and  on  the  wooded 
heights  in  oar  rear,  whence  he  was  enabled  to  oppose  our  advance  by  a 
direct  and  cross  fire  of  musketry.  HascalPs  brigade  advanced  gallantly 
across  an  open  field  to  the  attack,  and  quickly  routed  the  enemy  from  his 
stronghold.  This  was  the  work  of  only  a  few  minutes,  but  more  than 
20  casualties  in  the  tv/o  leading  regiments  proved  how  sharp  was  the  fire 
of  the  enemy.  The  forward  movement  of  HascalPs  brigade  was  con- 
tinued, supported  by  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana  Battery. 

The  enemy  availed  himself  of  the  numberless  positions  that  occur 
along  the  entire  road  to  dispute  our  further  progress,  but  he  could  not 
materially  retard  the  advance  of  troops  so  determined  and  enthusiastic. 
They  continued  to  press  forward  through  the  densely  wooded  country, 
in  a  drenching  rain-storm,  until  they  reached  Stewart's  Creek,  distant 
some  5  miles  from  La  Vergne.  Stewart's  Creek  is  a  narrow  and  deep 
stream,  flowing  between  high  and  precipitous  banks.  It  is  spanned  by 
a  wooden  bridge  with  a  single  arch.  It  was  a  matter  of  cardinal  im- 
portance to  secure  possession  of  the  bridge,  as  its  destruction  would 
entail  much  difiiculty  and  delay  in  crossing  the  stream,  and,  perhaps, 
involve  the  necessity  of  constructing  a  new  bridge.  The  advance  troops 
found  on  their  arrival  that  the  enemy  had  lighred  a  fire  on  it,  but  he 
had  been  pressed  so  warmly  there  had  not  been  time  for  the  flames  to 
be  communicated  to  the  bridge.    The  line  of  skirmishers  and  the  Third 
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Kentucky  Volunteers,  Colonel  McKee's  regiment,  dashed  bravely  for 
ward,  tliongb  exposed  to  a  fire  from  tbe  opposite  side,  tbrew  the  com 
bustible  materials  into  the  stream,  and  saved  tbe  bridge.  While  this 
gallant  feat  was  being  performed,  ihi^.  left  flank  of  the  leading  brigade 
was  attacked  by  cavalry.  The  menaced  regiments  immediately  changed 
front  to  the  left,  and  a  company  of  the  One  hundredth  Illinois,  Colonel 
Bartleson's  regiment,  succeeded  in  cutting  off  and  ca[)turing  75  prison- 
ers, with  their  arms,  and  12  horses,  with  their  accouterments. 

The  result  of  the  day's  operations  was  some  twenty  odd  casualties 
(wounded)  in  Hascall's  brigade,  and  some  35  prisoners  taken  from  the 
enemy.  The  enemy  fell  back  in  great  disorder  from  Stewart's  Creek. 
He  left  tents  standing  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  creek,  and  on  this 
encampment  the  ground  strewn  with  arms. 

Sunday,  the  28th  ultimo,  we  remained  in  camp,  waiting  for  the  troops 
of  the  right  wing  and  center  to  get  in  position. 

Monday,  the  29th,  the  advance  was  resumed.  Wagner's  brigade,  of 
my  division,  was  deployed  on  the  left  or  eastern,  and  a  brigade  of  Gen- 
eral Palmer's  division  on  the  right  or  western  side  of  the  road.  Cox's 
Tenth  Indiana  Battery  supported  Wagner's  brigade.  IVl o ving  j^ctri passu, 
the  two  brigades  advanced,  clearing  all  opposition  till  we  arrived  within 
2J  miles  of  Murfreesborough.  Barker's  brigade  was  disposed  on  the 
left  of  Wagner's  in  the  advance,  aod  Hascall's  held  the  reserve. 

On  arriving  within  2^  miles  of  Murfreesborough,  the  evidences  were 
perfectly  unmistakable  that  the  enemy  was  in  force  Immediately  in  our 
front,  prepared  to  resist  seriously  and  determinedly  our  farther  advance. 
His  troops,  displayed  in  battle  array,  were  plainly  to  be  seen  in  our  front. 
Negley's  division,  which  was  to  take  position  in  the  center  and  complete 
the  connection  between  the  right  and  left  wings,  was  not  up,  but  7  miles 
in  the  rear.  Yan  Cleve's  division,  which  was  to  support  the  left,  was  in 
rear  of  Negley's,  nor  had  the  right  wing,  McCook's  command,  got  into 
position.  Consequently  I  halted  the  troops  in  advance,  reported  the  fact 
to  General  Crittenden,  commanding  the  left  wing,  and  desired  further 
orders. 

Up  to  this  moment  the  information  received  had  indicated,  with  con- 
siderable probability,  that  the  enemy  would  evacuate  Murfreesborough, 
offering  no  serious  opposition.  But  observations  assured  me,  very  soon 
after  arriving  so  near  to  the  town,  that  we  should  meet  with  a  deter 
mined  resistance,  and  1  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  precipitate  the  force 
in  advance  (two  divisions,  my  own  and  General  Palmer's)  on  the  entire 
force  of  the  enemy,  with  the  remainder  of  our  troops  so  far  in  the  rear 
as  to  make  it  entirely  possible,  perhaps  probable,  that  a  serious  reverse 
would  occur  before  they  could  support  us.  Furthermore,  the  afternoon 
was  well-nigh  spent,  and  an  attempt  to  advance  would  have  involved  us 
in  the  obscurity  of  the  night,  on  unexamined  ground,  in  the  presence  of 
an  unseen  foe,  to  whom  our  movements  would  have  rendered  us  fear- 
fully  vulnerable. 

The  halt  being  approved,  my  division  was  disposed  in  order  of  battle, 
and  the  front  securely  guarded  by  a  continuous  line  of  skirmishers, 
thrown  out  well  in  advance  of  their  reserves.  The  right  of  the  division 
Wagner's  brigade,  rested  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  and  occupied  a 
piece  of  wooded  ground  with  an  open  field  in  front  of  it.  The  center, 
Harker's  brigade,  occupied  a  part  of  the  wood  in  which  Wagner's  bri- 
gade was  posted,  and  extended  leftward  into  an  open  field,  covered  in 
front  by  a  low  swell,  which  it  was  to  occupy  in  case  of  an  attack,  and 
General  Ifascall's  brigade  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the  divisiou,  with 
its  left  flank  resting  nearly  on  Stone's  Elver.    The  entire  division  was 
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drawn  up  in  two  lines.  Stone's  River  runs  obliquely  in  front  of  the 
position  occupied  by  the  division,  leaving  a  triangular  piece  of  ground 
of  some  hundreds  of  yards  in  breadth  in  front  of  the  right,  and  narrow- 
ing to  almost  a  point  opposite  the  left. 

Such  was  the  position  occupied  by  my  division  Monday  night.  It 
remained  in  this  position  Tuesday,  the  30th,  the  skirmishers  keeping  up 
an  active  firing  with  the  enemy.  In  this  encounter  of  skirmishers,  Lieu- 
tenant Elliott,  adjutant  of  the  Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  was  very  severely 
wounded. 

In  the  afternoon  I  had  three  days'  subsistence  issued  to  the  men,  and 
near  nightfall,  by  order,  20  additional  rounds  of  cartridges  were  distrib- 
uted to  them.  Commanders  were  directed  to  instruct  their  men  to  be 
exceedingly  vigilant,  and  report  promptly  any  indication  of  a  movement 
in  the  front  by  the  enemy.  The  artillery  horses  were  kept  attached  to 
the  pieces. 

Between  midnight  and  daylight  Wednesday  morning  I  received  a  mes- 
sage from  Colonel  Wagner  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  seemed  to  be 
moving  large  bodies  of  troops  from  his  right  to  his  left.  I  immediately 
dispatched  the  information  to  the  headquarters  of  the  left  wing,  and  I 
doubt  not  it  was  sent  thence  to  the  commanding  general,  and  by  him 
distributed  to  the  rest  of  the  corps. 

The  division  was  roused  at  5  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning ;  the  men 
took  their  breakfasts,  and  before  daylight  were  ready  for  action.  Shortly 
after  dawn  I  repaired  to  the  headquarters  of  the  left  wing  for  orders.  I 
met  the  commanding  general  there,  and  received  orders  from  him  to 
commence  passing  Stone's  Eiver,  immediately  in  front  of  the  division, 
by  brigades.  I  rode  at  once  to  my  division  and  directed  Colonel  Harker 
to  commence  the  movement  with  his  brigade,  dispatching  an  order  to 
General  Hascall  to  follow  Colonel  Harker,  and  an  order  to  Colonel  Wag- 
ner to  follow  General  Hascall.  While  Colonel  Harker  was  preparing  to 
move,  I  rode  to  the  front  to  examine  the  ground.  A  long  wooded  ridge 
within  a  few. hundred  yards  from  the  stream  extends  along  the  southern 
and  eastern  side  of  Stone's  River.  On  the  crest  of  this  ridge  the  enemy 
appeared  to  be  posted  in  force. 

During  the  morning  some  firing  had  been  heard  on  the  right,  but  not 
to  a  sufficient  extent,  however,  to  indicate  that  the  troops  were  seriously 
engaged ;  but  the  sudden  and  fierce  roar  and  rattle  of  musketry  which 
burst  on  us  at  this  moment  indicated  that  the  enemy  had  attacked  the 
right  wing  in  heavy  force,  and  soon  the  arrival  of  messengers,  riding  in 
hot  haste,  confirmed  the  indications.  I  was  ordered  to  stop  the  move- 
ment of  crossing  the  river,  and  to  withdraw  two  brigades  to  the  rear, 
for  the  purpose  of  re-enforcing  the  center  and  right.  General  Hascall's 
and  Colonel  Harker's  brigades  were  withdrawn,  and  the  latter,  under 
an  order  from  the  commanding  general,  moved  to  the  right  and  rear. 

I  ordered  Colonel  Wagner  to  hold  his  position  in  the  wood  at  all  haz 
ards,  as  it  was  an  important  point,  and,  so  long  as  it  was  held,  not  only 
were  our  left,  front,  and  flanks  secured,  but  the  command  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  rear  preserved.  The  vigorous  attack  on  our  right  and 
center  extended  to  the  left,  and  our  whole  line  became  seriously  engaged. 
Not  only  was  the  extreme  left  exposed  to  the  attack  in  front,  but  it  was 
much  harassed  by  the  enemy's  artillery  posted  on  the  heights  on  the 
southern  side  of  Stone's  River,  but  the  troops  nobly  maintained  their 
position,  and  gallantly  repulsed  the  enemy.  Cox's  battery  was  most 
splendidly  served,  and  did  most  excellent  service  in  repulsing  this  attack. 
A  slackening  of  the  enemy's  fire  at  this  moment  in  the  attack  on  our 
center  and  left,  and  other  indications  that  his  forces  were  I  creaking  in 
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the  center,  rendered  the  juncture  apparently  favorable  for  bringing 
additional  and  fresh  troops  into  action. 

HascalPs  brigade  was  now  brought  forward  and  put  in  position  on  the 
right  of  Wagner's  brigade }  but  the  abatement  of  the  enemy^s  fire  was 
but  the  lulling  of  the  storm,  soon  to  burst  with  greater  fury.  The  attack 
was  renewed  on  our  center  a.nd  left  with  redoubled  violence.  RascalFs 
brigade  had  got  into  position  in  good  season,  and  aided,  in  gallant  style, 
in  driving  back  the  enemy.  Estep's  battery,  generally  associated  with 
HascalFs  brigade,  had  been  detached  early  in  the  morniug  and  sent  to 
the  right  and  rearward  to  aid  in  driving  back  the  enemy  from  our  center 
and  right. 

The  falling  back  of  the  right  wing  had  brought  our  lines  into  a 
crotchet.  This  rendered  the  position  of  the  troops  on  the  extreme  left 
particularly  hazardous,  foi  had  the  enemy  succeeded  in  gaining  the 
turnpike  in  his  attack  on  the  right,  the  left  would  have  been  exposed  to 
an  attack  in  reverse.  This  danger  imposed  on  me  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing a  rigid  watch  to  the  right,  to  be  prepared  to  change  front  in  that 
direction  should  it  become  necessary.  Again  the  enemy  was  seen  con- 
centrating large  masses  of  troops  in  the  fields  to  the  front  and  right, 
and  soon  these  masses  moved  forward  to  the  attack.  Estep's  battery 
was  now  moved  to  the  front  to  join  HascalPs  brigade.  The  artillery  in 
the  front  line,  as  well  as  that  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  center  and  left, 
poured  a  destructive  fire  on  the  advancing  foe,  but  on  he  came  until 
within  small-arm  range,  when  he  was  repulsed  and  driven  back. 

But  our  thinned  ranks  and  dead  and  wounded  officers  told,  in  unmis- 
takable language,  how  largely  we  were  suffering  in  those  repeated  at- 
tacks. Colonel  McKee,  of  the  Third  Kentucky  Volunteers,  had  been 
killed,  and  Colonel  Hines  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lennard,  of  the  Fifty- 
seventh  Indiana,  and  Colonel  Blake  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff,  of  the 
Fortieth  Indiana,  with  others,  wounded. 

During  this  attack  the  Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood,  counter-charged  one  of  the  enemy's  regiments 
and  captured  173  prisoners.  The  capture  was  made  from  the  Twentieth 
Louisiana.  While  this  attack  was  in  progress,  I  received  a  message  from 
General  Palmer,  commanding  the  Second  Division  of  the  left  wing,  that 
he  was  sorely  pressed,  and  desired  I  would  send  him  a  regiment  if  I 
could  possibly  spare  one.  I  sent  an  order  to  General  Hascall  to  send  a 
regiment  to  General  Palmer's  assistance,  if  his  own  situation  would 
warrant  it.  He  dispatched  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers,  Colo- 
nel G.  P.  BuelPs  rei:iment,  to  report  to  General  Palmer.  The  regiment 
got  into  position,  reserved  its  fire  until  the  enemy  was  in  close  range, 
and  then  poured  in  a  withering  discharge,  from  which  the  foe  recoiled 
in  disorder. 

Our  extreme  left  next  became  the  object  of  the  enemy's  attention. 
His  skirmishers  were  seen  descending  the  slope  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  and  also  working  their  way  down  the  stream,  apparently  with 
the  design  of  gaining  our  left  flank  and  rear.  A  few  well-directed  shots 
of  grape  and  canister  from  Cox's  battery  drove  them  back.  This  battery 
did  most  useful  service  in  counter-battering  the  enemy's  artillery  posted 
on  the  heights  on  the  southern  side  of  the  river. 

The  afternoon  was  now  well  advanced,  but  the  enemy  did  not  seem 
disposed  to  relinquish  the  design  of  forcing  us  from  our  position.  Heavy 
masses  were  afresh  assembled  in  front  of  the  center,  with  a  view  evi- 
dently of  renewing  the  onset,  but  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  artillery 
held  them  in  check,  and  only  a  small  force  came  within  range  of  our 
smaU-arms,  which  was  readily  repulsed. 
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The  enemy  concluded  his  operations  against  the  left,  as  night  ap- 
proached, by  opening  on  it  with  his  artillery.  Cox's  and  Estep's  bat- 
teries gallantly  and  eifectually  replied,  but  darkness  soon  put  a  conclu- 
sion to  this  artillery  duel,  and  when  the  night  descended  and  brought 
a  period  to  the  long  and  bloody  contest  of  this  ever-memorable  day,  it 
found  the  First  and  Second  Brigades,  HascalPs  and  Wagner^s,  occupy- 
ing, with  some  slight  interchange  in  the  position  of  particular  regi- 
ments, the  ground  on  which  they  had  gone  into  the  fight  in  the  morn- 
ing. Every  effort  of  the  enemy  to  dislodge  them  had  failed;  every 
attack  had  been  gallantly  repulsed. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  soldierly  bearing  and  stead- 
fast courage  with  which  the  officers  and  men  of  these  two  brigades  main- 
tained the  battle  throughout  the  day.  Their  good  conduct  deserves, 
and  will  receive,  the  highest  commendation  of  their  commanders  and 
countrymen.  The  commanding  general  of  the  enemy  has  borne  testi- 
mony, in  his  dispatch,  to  the  gallantry  and  success  of  their  resistance. 

Cox's  and  Estep's  batteries  were  splendidly  served  throughout  the 
day,  and  did  the  most  effective  service.  They  lost  heavily  in  men  and 
horses,  and  it  was  necessary  for  Estep  to  call  on  the  One  hundredth 
Illinois  Volunteers  for  a  detail  to  aid  in  working  his  guns. 

I  have  previously  remarked  that  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Harker, 
was  detached  early  in  the  day  and  sent  to  re-enforce  the  right.  It  re- 
mained on  that  part  of  the  field  during  the  entire  day.  I  am  unable, 
consequently,  to  speak  of  its  services  from  personal  observation  5  but 
its  extremely  heavy  list  of  casualties  shows  how  hotly  it  was  engaged 
and  what  valuable  service  it  rendered.  I  am  sure  it  fully  met  the  ex- 
pectations I  had  ever  confidently  entertained  of  what  would  be  its  bear- 
ing in  the  presence  of  the  foe. 

Bradley's  Sixth  Ohio  Battery  was  associated  with  this  brigade  during 
the  day ;  was  skillfully  handled,  and  did  most  effective  service.  It  lost 
two  of  its  guns,  but  they  were  spiked  before  they  were  abandoned. 
They  were  subsequently  recaptured  by  the  Thirteenth  Michigan  Yolun> 
teers,  attached  to  the  brigade. 

From  all  I  have  learned  of  the  service  of  the  Third  Brigade  and  Brad 
ley's  battery,  I  am  sure  they  deserve  equal  commendation  with  the  two 
brigades  and  batteries  which  so  stoutly  held  the  left. 

An  official  report  of  events  so  thrilling  as  those  of  the  battle  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  made  from  personal  observation,  amid  the  din  and  roar  of 
the  conflict,  and  unaided  by  the  reports  of  the  subordinate  commanders, 
must  necessarily  present  but  a  brief  and  meager  outline  of  the  part  en- 
acted by  the  troops  whose  services  it  professes  to  portray.  A  report  so 
prepared  may,  unintentionally  on  the  part  of  the  writer,  do  injustice  to 
particular  troops  and  officers.  From  inability  of  reference  to  the  re- 
ports of  subordinate  commanders,  I  cannot  give  any  detail  of  the  heavy 
casualties  of  the  battle  of  the  31st.  I  must  leave  them  to  be  reported, 
with  the  subsequent  casualties,  by  my  successor  in  command.  The 
absence  of  such  reports  prevents  me  from  signalizing  by  name  such  reg- 
imental and  company  officers  as  particularly  distinguished  themselves ; 
but,  where  all  did  so  well,  it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  invidious,  to 
discriminate  among  them. 

To  my  brigade  commanders,  Brigadier-General  Hascall,  commanding 
First  Brigade  j  Colonel  Wagner,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  and  Colonel  Harker,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Volun- 
teers, commanding  Third  Brigade,  my  warmest  thanks  are  due  for  their 
valuable  assistance,  their  hearty  co-operation,  and  intelligent  perform- 
ance of  duty  throughout  the  whole  of  that  trying  day.    For  these  serv- 
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ices,  and  for  their  gallant  and  manly  bearing  undei  the  heaviest  fire, 
they  richly  deserve  the  highest  commendation  and  the  gratitude  of  their 
countrymen.  Colonels  Wagner  and  Harker  have  long  and  ably  com- 
manded bi  igades,  and  I  respectfully  submit  it  would  be  simply  an  act 
of  justice  to  confer  on  them  the  actual  and  legal  rank  ot*  the  command 
they  have  so  long  exercised. 

To  Surg.  W.  W.  Blair,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers ;  Oapt.  M.  P. 
Bestow,  assistant  adjutant-general ;  First  Lieut.  J.  L.  Yaryan,  Fifty- 
eighth  Indiana  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp;  Oapt.  T.  R.  Palmer,  Thir- 
teenth Michigan  Volunteers,  inspector- general,  and  Major  Walker,  Sec 
ond  Indiana  Cavalry,  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  my  thanks  are  due  and 
cordially  given.  Capt.  L.  D.  Myers,  division  quartermaster ;  Oapt.  S. 
D.  Henderson,  commissary  of  subsistence  to  the  division,  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant Martin,  Twenty-tirst  Ohio,  signal  officer,  but  for  some  time  en- 
gaged in  performing  the  duties  of  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  great 
credit  is  due  for  the  intelligent  and  efficient  i)erformance  of  duty  in  their 
respective  departments.  Captain  Bruce,  Fifty- eighth  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, ordnance  officer  of  the  First  Brigade,  deserves  credit  for  valuable 
services  rendered  in  the  ordnance  department,  for  the  entire  division, 
during  the  absence  of  the  division  ordnance  officer. 

My  division  is  composed  of  regiments  from  the  States  of  Illinois,  In- 
diana, Ohio,  Michigan,  and  Kentucky.  To  the  relatives  and  personal 
friends  of  tliose  who  have  fallen  in  defense  of  their  country,  I  would 
respectfully  ofier  my  sympathy  and  condolence. 

About  10  o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  during  one  of  the  heaviest 
attacks,  I  was  struck  by  a  minie  ball  on  the  inner  side  of  the  left  heel. 
Fortunately  the  ball  struck  obliquely,  or  the  injury  would  have  been 
iiiuch  severer.  My  boot  was  torn  open,  the  foot  lacerated,  and  a  severe 
contusion  inflicted.  I  did  not  dismount  from  my  horse  until  7  o'clock 
iu  the  evening. 

The  coldness  of  the  night,  combined  with  the  injury,  made  my  foot 
so  painful  and  stiff  as  to  render  it  evident  I  would  not  be  elective  for 
immediate  service.  I  was  ordered  by  the  commanding  general  of  the 
corps  to  repair  that  night,  by  ambulance,  with  an  escort,  to  this  city. 
It  was  with  extreme  regret  I  found  myself  in  a  condition  to  make  it 
necessary,  on  account  of  my  injury,  to  leave  the  division  I  had  formed 
and  so  long  commanded;  but  the  regret  was  alleviated  by  the  reflection 
Dliat  I  had  left  the  division  in  command  of  an  able  and  experienced 
officer,  one  who  had  long  served  with  it,  knew  it  well,  and  in  whom  it 
had  confidence. 

I  am  still  confined  to  my  room,  but  trust  ere  long  to  be  able  to  resume 
my  duties. 

i  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  WOOD, 
Brigadier- General  of  YohmteerH, 

Maj.  Lyne  Starling, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen,j  Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


Dayton,  Ohio,  January  28,  1863. 

Sir:  In  my  official  report  of  the  operations  of  my  division,  from  the 
time  it  moved  from  Nashville,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  the  date  of  my  re- 
linquishing command  of  it,  I  omitted  to  mention  the  passage  of  Stone's 
River  the  evening  of  the  29tli  ultimo  by  the  Third  (Harker's)  Brigade. 

After  the  division  had  marched  within  2^  miles  of  Murfreesborough, 
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in  obvious  view  of  the  enemy's  battle  array,  halted,  as  explained  in  my 
report,  and  precautionary  dispositions  commenced  for  the  night,  an  order 
was  received  to  continue  the  advance  on  Murfreesborough.  The  order 
was  received  just  at  nightfall,  when  darkness  was  beginning  to  shroud 
the  ground  to  be  passed  over  with  obscurity.  The  movement  was  at 
once  commenced,  but  was  subsequently  suspended  by  General  Critten- 
den until  further  communication  could  be  had  with  the  commanding 
general  of  the  army.  Before,  however,  the  order  was  suspended,  Har 
ker's  brigade  had  crossed  Stone's  River  under  a  galling  fire,  driven  in  the 
enemy's  outposts,  and  seized  a  strong  position,  which  it  held  until  nearly 
10  o'clock  that  evening. 

The  commanding  general  having  approved  the  suspension  of  the  order, 
and  it  not  being  prudent  to  leave  the  brigade  in  so  exposed  a  position, 
it  was  ordered  to  recross  the  river.  It  performed  the  retrograde  move- 
ment handsomely,  in  good  order  and  with  perfect  success,  though  con- 
fronted by  an  entire  division  (Breckinridge's)  of  the  enemy.  This  fact 
was  learned  from  a  prisoner,  captured  when  the  brigade  first  crossed  the 
river.  Bradley's  (Sixth  Ohio)  battery  accompanied  the  brigade  in  the 
entire  movement. 

I  desire  to  repair  the  omission  in  my  previous  report,  and  request  that 
this  communication  be  made  part  of  it.  It  will  readily  be  perceived  how 
the  omission  occurred  when  it  is  remembered  that  my  original  report  was 
prepared  without  the  aid  of  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders,  and 
written  under  the  compound  embarrassment  of  inconvenience  from  my 
wound  and  suffering  from  a  quotidian  intermittent  fever,  with  which  I 
had  been  afflicted  for  ten  days  previous  to  the  battle  of  the  31st  ultimo. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  J.  WOOD, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers, 

Maj.  Lyne  Stablino, 

Asst.  Adjt  Gen,,  Chief  of  Staff,  Crittenden^  Corps. 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Mih  8.  Hascall,  TJ.  8.  Army,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade and  First  Division,  including  sMrmishes  at  La  Vergne  and  on  the 
Murfreesborough  pike,  at  8tewarfs  Creek  Bridge. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Stewarfs  Creek,  Tenn.,  December  28,  1862. 

Yesterday,  about  11  a.  m.,  while  General  Wood's  division  was  lying 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  beyond  La  Vergne,  near  the  Murfreesbor- 
ough pike,  I  received  notice  from  General  Wood  that  General  Critten- 
den's command  (being  the  left  wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps)  would 
again  advance.  General  Wood's  leading,  and  that  my  brigade  had  been 
directed  by  him  to  take  the  advance.  My  instructions  were  to  advance 
by  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  and  reach  Stewart's  Creek  and  save  the 
bridge  at  that  point  if  possible. 

The  enemy  had  been  throwing  shells  at  us  at  intervals  all  the  morn- 
ing from  an  eminence  a  little  this  side  of  La  Yergne,  wounding  some 
of  our  men,  so  that  we  knew  the  town  and  the  hills  beyond  were  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy.  Accordingly,  I  at  once  formed  my  brigade  in  order 
of  battle  in  two  lines,  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  on  the  right  of  the  first 
line,  supported  by  the  Third  Kentucky,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  OhiOj, 


r.vAT.  XXXn.]  THE  stone's  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.      .  465 

commanded  by  Maj.  William  H.  Squires,  on  the  left  of  the  first  line, 
supported  by  the  One  hundredth  Illinois,  the  Eighth  Indiana  Battery, 
commanded  by  Lieut.  George  Estep,  occupying  the  intervals  between 
the  infantry.  This  dispositioi;  having  been  made,  and  the  front  well 
covered,  with  the  flank  companies  of  the  first  line  as  skirmishers,  the 
order  to  advance  was  given.  We  had  to  pass  over  an  open  field  the 
entire  distance  to  the  town. 

Before  we  had  been  five  minutes  in  motion,  a  brisk  fire  was  opened 
by  the  enemy  in  and  about  town  upon  our  skirmishers,  which  soon 
became  effectual  upon  the  first  line  also.  The  fire  was  vigorously  re- 
turned by  our  skirmishers,  but,  I  presume,  with  little  effect,  owing  to 
the  cover  the  town,  fences,  and  bushes  afforded  the  enemy. 

Not  wishing  to  try  and  cope  with  the  enemy  under  such  unfavorable 
circumstances  any  longer  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  I  ordered  the 
skirmishers  and  the  first  line  to  charge  at  a  double-quick  and  get  pos- 
session of  the  town  at  all  hazards.  The  front  line  was  lying  flat  on 
their  faces  at  the  time  of  receiving  the  order;  but  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye  the  entire  line  sprang  to  their  feet,  fixed  their  bayonets,  and, 
rushing  forward  with  a  yell,  had,  in  five  minutes^  time,  possession  of 
the  town  and  the  crest  beyond.  The  manner  in  which  this  was  done 
left  nothing  to  be  desired. 

Our  entire  loss,  though  skirmishing  all  day,  was  sustained  at  this 
point.  Twenty  of  the  Twenty  sixth  Ohio  and  7  of  the  Fifty-eighth  In- 
diana were  lying  around  with  wounds  of  greater  or  less  severity  to  tell 
t>;e  tale. 

Leaving  our  wounded  to  be  cared  for  by  the  rear  brigades,  we  pushed 
torward,  skirmishing  nearly  all  the  time.  After  advancing  about  IJ 
.niles  beyond  the  town,  I  discovered  that  the  front  line  was  becoming 
much  exhausted,  and  many  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  were  throwing 
their  knapsacks  away.  I,  therefore,  relieved  it  with  the  second  line, 
sent  a  detail  back  to  collect  the  knapsacks,  and  pressed  on  to  this  point, 
skirmishing  all  the  wd^  through  a  drenching  rain,  and  through  almost 
impassable  thickets  of  cedar,  and  over  muddy  and  sloppy  plowed  fields. 
At  half  a  dozen  points  on  the  way  we  were  resisted  by  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery; but  Lieutenant  Estep's  battery,  assisted  by  Maj.  S.  Eace,  in  com- 
mand of  the  artijlery  of  the  division,  soon  dislodged  them,  smd  we  moved 
forward  without  allowing  ourselves  to  be  even  temporarily  detained,  until 
we  came  to  the  eminence  just  in  front  of  our  camp,  and  which  overlooks 
the  bridge  at  Stewart's  Creek. 

Here  we  found  the  enemy  had  a  battery  planted  on  the  hill  beyond 
Stewart's  Greek.  We  had  no  sooner  planted  a  section  of  Estep's  bat- 
tery and  opened  upon  them  than  they  promptly  returned  our  fire.  The 
fearful  accuracy  of  their  fire  soon  convinced  us  that  this  was  a  different 
battery  from  that  with  which  we  had  been  contending  all  day,  as  every 
shot  from  them  either  struck  our  pieces  or  came  within  close  proximity. 
Having  no  long-range  guns  in  Estep's  battery,  I  sent  to  the  rear  for 
some  out  of  another  battery,  and  as  soon  as  they  had  got  in  position  the 
enemy's  fire  was  silenced. 

It  was  during  this  artillery  duel  that  my  skirmishers,  who  were  con- 
cealed near  the  banks  of  Stewart's  Creek,  discovered  that  the  enemy  had 
loaded  the  bridge  with  rails  and  other  combustible  material  and  had  set 
fire  to  it.  Volunteers  being  called  for  to  extinguish  the  flame  at  all 
hai:ards,  the  entire  line  of  skirmishers  from  the  Third  Kentucky,  as- 
sisted by  Company  B,  Captain  Ewing,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  rushed 
in  and  threw  the  combustibles  from  the  bridge,  and  saved  it.  Great 
credit  is  due  for  this  act,  as  the  loss  of  the  bridge  would  have  delayed 
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the  movement  of  the  Sbrmy  till  another  could  be  constructed,  the  stream 
not  being  fordable  at  or  near  that  point. 

Shortly  after  this  the  enemy  retired,  and  the  Third  Kentucky  was 
ordered  to  hold  the  bridge,  which  they  do  at  this  time.  Having  accom- 
plished the  work  set  before  me,  I  was  about  arranging  my  men  in  camp, 
and  had  got  the  One  hundredth  IlliDois  in  position  to  cover  the  front  of 
my  proposed  camp,  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  in  position,  when  I  found 
myself  suddenly  attacked  on  my  left  flank  by  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry, who  were  endeavoring  to  cut  their  way  to  the  bridge.  I  immedi 
ately  ordered  the  Twenty-sixth  to  change  front  forward  on  the  left  com 
pany,  to  resist  the  attack  in  that  direction.  This  re]>ulsed  the  attack. 
Captain  Munger's  company,  of  the  One  hundredth  Illinois,  had  been 
sent  to  the  left  to  protect  the  flank  of  the  regiment,  and  the  enemy  en- 
deavored to  cut  them  oif  and  take  them  prisoners.  The  company  turned 
upon  them,  fired,  and  demanded  their  surrender ;  which,  being  declined, 
they  pressed  upon  them,  drove  them  into  the  fence  corners,  and  cap- 
tured 24  of  them,  including  Lieut.  J.  J.  Seawell.  They  called  themselves 
"Alabama  Partisan  Eangers."  With  them  were  captured  12  horses  and 
saddles  and  12  guns.  The  residue  of  them  made  their  escape  by  flight. 
We  took  10  or  12  other  prisoners  during  the  day,  which  I  sent  to  the 
rear.  I  am  not  aware  how  much  force  we  were  contending  with  during 
the  day,  but  we  took  prisoners  from  six  or  seven  different  regiments, 
principally  Tennessee  regiments. 

For  more  minute  particulars  of  the  parts  performed  by  the  different 
regiments  and  the  battery,  I  refer  you  to  their  reports,  inclosed. 

All  my  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  nobly,  and  I  feel  that  it  would 
be  unjust  to  particularize.  How  much  credit  we  all  deserve,  I  leave  for 
yourself  and  others  to  determine. 

To  my  staff  officers,  Capt.  Edmund  R.  Kerstetter,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  ;  Captain  Roberts,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  commissary ;  Lieut. 
James  R.  Hume,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Warner,  inspector-gen- 
eral, I  am  under  peculiar  obligations. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows : 


G<HWBUUld. 


I 

I 


58th  Indiana  . . . 

26th  Ohio 

100th  Illinois  . . . 

3d   Kentucky 

Estep'a  battery 


7 

20 

2 


8 

20 

2 


Total. 


20 


30 


One  of  the  wounded  has  since  died,  and  4  or  5  more  are  thought  to  be 
mortally  wounded. 

The  enemy's  loss,  that  fell  into  our  hands,  were  4  killed  and  5  wounded. 
We  hear  of  many  other  killed  and  wounded  being  taken  to  the  rear  by 
them. 
All  of  which  is  res}>ectfully  submitted. 

MILO  S.  HASCALL, 
Tirigadier- General  of  Vols,^  Comdg.  First  Division.  Left  Wing. 

Capt.  M.  P.  Bestow, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Division,  Left  Wing. 
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ELdqrs.  I'irst  Brigade,  First  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Wear  Mtirfreesborough,  Tenn.^  January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  houor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions 01  my  brigade  (formerly  the  Fifteenth  Brigade,  Sixth  Division,  but 
under  the  new  nomenclature  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  left 
wing)  on  the  eventful  31st  of  December,  1862 : 

During  the  night  of  the  30th,  I  had  received  notice,  throiigh  General 
Wood,  our  division  commander,  that  the  left  wing  (Crittenden's  corps) 
would  cross  Stone's  River  and  attack  the  enemy  on  his  right.  My  bri- 
gade was  posted  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  entire  line  of  battle,  and  was 
guarding  and  overlooking  the  ford,  over  which  we  were  to  cross. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3Jst,  heavy  firing  was  heard  on  the  extreme 
right  of  our  line  (McCook's  corps),  but  as  they  had  been  fighting  their 
way  all  the  distance  from  Nolensville,  as  we  had  from  La  Vergne,  no 
particular  importance  was  attached  to  this,  and  I  was  getting  my  bri- 
gade into  position  ready  to  cross  as  soon  as  G^'ueral  Yan  Cleve's  divis- 
ion, which  was  then  crossing,  was  over.  All  this  time  the  firing  on  the 
right  became  heavier  and  apparently  nearer  to  us,  and  our  fears  began 
to  be  aroused  that  the  right  wing  was  being  driven  rapidly  back  upon 
us.  At  this  juncture  Van  Cleve  halted  his  division,  and  the  most  terri- 
ble state  of  suspense  pervaded  the  entire  left,  as  it  became  more  and 
more  evident  that  the  right  was  being  driven  rapidly  back  upon  us. 

On  and  on  they  came,  till  the  heaviest  fire  was  getting  i^eariy  around 
to  the  pike  leading  to  I^ashville,  when  General  Eosecrans  appeared  in 
person,  and  ordered  me  to  go  with  my  brigade  at  once  to  the  support  of 
the  right,  pointing  toward  our  rear,  where  the  heaviest  fire  was  raging. 
General  Van  Oieve's  division  and  Colonel  Harker's  brigade,  of  our  divis- 
ion, received  the  same  order.  I  at  once  changed  the  front  of  my  brigade 
to  the  rear,  preparatory  to  starting  in  the  new  direction,  but  had  not 
proceeded  more  than  200  yards  in  the  new  direction  before  the  crowd 
of  fugitives  from  the  right  wing  became  so  numerous,  and  the  fleeing 
mule  teams  and  horsemen  so  thick,  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  go 
forward  with  my  command  without  its  becoming  a  confused  mass.  I 
therefore  halted  and  awaited  developments. 

General  Van  Cleve  and  Colonel  Barker,  not  meeting  with  so  much 
opposition,  pressed  forward  and  got  into  position  beyond  the  railroad, 
ready  to  open  on  the  enemy  as  soon  as  our  fugitives  were  out  of  the 
way.  They  soon  opened  fire,  joined  by  some  batteries  and  troops  be 
longing  to  the  center  (General  Thomas'  corps)  and  Bstep's  battery,  of 
my  brigade,  and,  after  about  one  hour's  firing  along  this  new  line,  dur- 
ing which  time  1  v  as  moving  my  command  from  point  to  point,  ready 
to  support  any  troops  that  most  needed  it,  the  onslaught  of  the  enemy 
seemed  to  be  in  a  great  measure  checked,  and  we  had  reasonable  prob- 
ability of  maintaining  this  line.  During  all  this  time  my  men  were  ex 
posed  to  a  severe  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  a  battery  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river,  and  several  were  killed. 

About  this  time  an  aide  of  General  Palmer  came  galloping  up  to  me 
and  said  that,  unless  he  could  be  supported,  his  division  would  have  to 
give  way.  Palmer's  division  formed  the  right  of  General  Crittenden's 
line  of  battle  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  After  consulting  with  Gen- 
eral Wood,  he  ordered  me  to  send  a  regiment  to  support  General  Pal- 
mer j  accordingly  1  sent  the  Third  Kentucky  Kegiment,  commanded  by 
L^ieut.  Col.  Samuel  McKee. 

Before  the  regiment  had  been  ten  minutes  in  its  new  position.  Captain 
Kerstetter,  my  adia^^nt-g<^i?«3ral,  reported  to  me  that  Colonel  McKee  had 
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been  killed,  and  the  regiment  badly  cut  up.    I  therefore  moTed  at  once, 

with  the  other  three  regiments  of  my  command,  to  their  relief. 

The  line  they  were  trying  to  hold  was  that  part  of  our  original  line 
of  battle  lying  immediately  to  the  right  of  the  railroad.  This  portion 
of  aur  original  line,  about  two  regimental  fronts,  together  with  two 
fronts  to  the  left,  held  by  Colonel  Wagner's  brigade,  was  all  of  our 
original  line  of  battle  but  what  our  troops  had  been  driven  from ;  and 
if  they  succeeded  in  carrying  this  they  would  have  turned  our  left,  and 
a  total  rout  of  our  forces  could  not  then  have  been  avoided. 

Seeing  the  importance  of  the  position,  I  told  my  men  it  must  be  held, 
even  if  it  cost  the  last  man  we  had.  I  immediately  sent  in  the  Tweftty- 
sixth  Ohio,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Maj.  William  H.  Squires,  to  take 
position  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Kentucky,'^and  support  them,  and 
dispatched  an  aide  for  Estep's  Eighth  Indiana  Battery  to  come  to  this 
point  and  open  on  the  enemy.  No  sooner  had  the  Twenty-sixth  got 
into  position  than  they  became  hotly  engaged,  and  the  numerous  dead 
and  wounded  that  were  immediately  brought  to  the  rear  told  how  des- 
perate was  the  contest. 

The  gallant  Lieutenant  McClelland,  of  that  regiment,  was  brought  to 
the  rear  mortally  wounded,  and  expired  by  my  side  in  less  than  five 
minutes  from  the  time  the  regiment  took  position ;  still  the  fight  went 
on,  and  still  brave  men  went  down.  The  Third  Kentucky,  now  reduced 
to  less  than  one-half  its  original  numbers,  with  ten  out  of  its  fourteen 
remaining  officers  badly  wounded,  were  still  bravely  at  work. 

In  less  than  ten  minutes  after  the  fall  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McKee, 
the  gallant  Maj.  Daniel  E.  Collier,  of  that  regiment,  received  two  severe 
wounds — one  in  the  leg  and  the  other  in  the  breast.  Adjutant  Bullitt 
had  his  horse  shot  under  him ;  but  nothing  could  induce  either  of  them 
to  leave  the  field.  Equally  conspicuous  and  meritorious  was  the  con- 
duct of  Major  Squires  and  Adjutant  Franklin,  of  the  Twenty- sixth  Ohio. 
Major  Squires'  horse  was  shot  three  times  through  the  neck ;  never- 
theless, he  and  all  his  officers  stood  by  throughout,  and  most  gallantly 
sustained  and  encouraged  their  men. 

Estep's  battery  came  up  in  due  time,  and,  taking  position  on  a  little 
rise  of  ground  in  rear  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  and  Third  Kentucky, 
opened  a  terrible  fire  of  shot  and  shell  over  the  heads  of  our  infantry. 

In  about  one  hour  after  the  Twenty- sixth  Ohio  got  into  position  this 
terrible  attack  of  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  and  they  drew  back  into  the 
woods,  and  under  cover  of  an  intervening  hill,  to  reform  their  shattered 
columns  and  renew  the  attack. 

I  now  took  a  survey  of  the  situation,  and  found  that  along  the  entire 
line  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  railroad,  which  had  not  yet  been  carried 
by  the  enemy,  I  was  the  only  general  officer  present,  and  was,  there- 
fore, in  command,  and  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  affairs.  Colonel 
Hazen,  commanding  a  brigade  in  General  Palmer's  division,  was  present 
with  his  brigade,  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  Colonel  Grose,  com- 
manding another  brigade  in  the  same  division,  was  also  present  with 
what  there  was  left  of  his  brigade,  and  most  nobly  did  he  co-operate 
with  me  with  the  Sixth  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  to  the  right  of  the 
railroad,  while  Colonel  Wagner,  commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  in 
the  First  Division,  left  wing,  nobly  sustained  his  front,  assisted  by 
Colonel  Hazen,  to  the  left  of  the  railroad. 

I  now  relieved  the  Third  Kentucky  Eegiment,  which  was  nearly  anni- 
nilated  and  out  of  ammunition,  with  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Eegiment, 
of  my  brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  George  P.  Buell,  and  this,  being  a 
much  larger  regiment  than  the  Third  Kentucky,  fiUed  up  the  entire 
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space  from  where  the  right  of  the  Third  Kentucky  rested  to  the  rail 
road.  1  theu  threw  forward  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Kegiment,  of 
Colonel  Grose^s  brigade,  which  was  on  the  right  of  the  Twenty  sixth 
Ohio,  so  that  its  line  of  battle  was  more  nearly  perpendicular  to  the 
railroad,  and  so  that  its  fire  would  sweep  the  front  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Ohio  and  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  and  supported  the  Sixth  Ohio  with 
Estep's  battery,  on  a  little  eminence  to  its  right,  and  brought  up  the 
Ninety-seventh  Ohio,  Colonel  Lane,  from  Wagner's  brigade,  to  still 
further  strengthen  the  right. 

This  disposition  being  made,  I  galloped  a  little  to  the  rear,  and  found 
General  Eosecrans,  and  called  his  attention  to  the  importance  of  the 
position  I  was  holding,  and  the  necessity  of  keeping  it  well  supported. 
He  rode  to  the  front  with  me,  approved  the  disposition  I  had  made, 
spoke  a  few  words  of  encouragement  to  the  men,  cautioning  them  to 
hold  their  fire  till  the  enemy  got  well  up,  and  had  no  sooner  retired  than 
the  enemy  emerged  from  the  woods  and  over  the  hill,  and  were  moving 
upon  us  in  splendid  style  and  in  immense  force.  As  soon  as  they  came 
in  sight,  the  Sixth  and  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  and  Estep's  battery  opeued 
on  them,  and  did  splendid  execution.  But  on  they  came  till  within  100 
yards  of  our  line,  when  Colonel  Buell,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  who 
lost  3  men,  but  had  not  fired  a  shot,  ordered  his  men  to  fire.  The  effect 
was  indescribable.  The  enemy  fell  in  windrows,  and  went  staggering 
back  from  the  effects  of  this  unexpected  volley. 

Soon,  however,  they  came  up  again  and  assaulted  us  furiously  for 
about  one  and  a  half  hours  j  but  the  men  all  stood  their  ground  nobly, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire  as  before. 

During  the  heat  of  this  attack  a  heavy  cross-fire  was  brought  to  bear 
on  the  position  I  occupied,  and  Corpl.  Frank  Moyer,  Third  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  in  command  of  my  escort,  was  shot  through  the  leg,  and 
my  adjutant-general,  Capt.  E.  E.  Kerstetter,  was  shot  through  his  coat, 
grazing  his  back. 

The  regiments  all  behaved  splendidly  again,  and  the  Fifty-eighth 
Indiana  won  immortal  honors.  Lieutenant  Blackford,  of  that  regiment, 
was  shot  dead,  and  several  of  the  officers,  including  Captains  Downey 
and  Alexander,  badly  wounded. 

Estep's  battery  was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  position  assigned 
it  a/ter  firing  half  a  dozen  rounds,  but  it  did  terrible  execution  while 
there. 

The  Sixth  and  Twenty -fourth  Ohio  did  noble  service,  as  did  the 
Ninety-seventh  ;  but  their  immediate  commanders  will,  no  doubt,  allude 
to  them  more  particularly.  Thus  ended  the  third  assault  upon  the 
position. 

I  should  have  remarked  that  the  One  hundredth  Illinois  Eegiment, 
the  other  regiment  composing  my  brigade,  which  was  in  reserve  during 
the  first  engagement  described  above,  had,  under  instructions  of  Colo 
nel  Hazen,  moved  to  the  front,  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  where  they 
fought  splendidly  in  all  the  actions  that  took  place  on  the  left-  of  the 
road.  There  was  no  formidable  attack  made  on  them,  though  they 
were  almost  constantly  under  fire  of  greater  or  less  severity,  particu- 
larly from  shot  and  shell,  and  suffered  quite  seriously  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Lieut.  Morris  Worthingham,  of  that  regiment,  was  killed 
while  gallantly  sustaining  his  men,  and  6  other  commissioned  officers,  in- 
cludiijg  Major  Hammond,  were  wounded.  Their  operations  being  to  the 
left  of  the  railroad  and  in  a  wood,  did  not  so  immediately  come  under 
my  personal  observation;  but  their  conduct,  from  Colonel  Bartleson 
down,  was  such  as  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired. 

The  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  having  now  been  over  three  hours  in  action, 
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and  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  about  four  hours,  were  exhau8t€d  and  very 
nearly  out  of  ammunition.  I,  therefore,  relieved  the  Fifty-eighth  Ind! 
ana  with  the  Fortieth  Indiana,  from  Colonel  Wagner's  brigade,  and  the 
Twenty-sixth  Ohio  was  relieved  by  the  Twenty -third  Kentucky.  There 
was  now  not  more  than  an  hour  of  day  left,  and  though  the  enemy  was 
continually  maneuvering  in  our  front,  no  formidable  attack  was  made 
upon  us,  except  with  artillery.  The  enemy  having  been  three  several 
times  repulsed  from  their  attack  on  that  position,  seemed  satisfied  to 
keep  at  a  respectful  distance,  and  the  sun  set  upon  us  as  masters  of  the 
situation. 

We  had  sustained  ourselves  and  held  the  only  position  of  the  original 
line  of  battle  that  was  held  throughout  by  any  portion  of  the  army.  To 
have  lost  this  position  would  have  been  to  lose  everything,  as  our  left 
would  then  have  been  turned,  and  utter  rout  or  capture  inevitable. 

To  the  ''  fearless  spirits  who  hazarded  and  lost  their  lives  on  this  con 
secrated  spot "  the  country  owes  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude,    ^o  purer 
patriot,  more  upright  man,  and  devoted  Christian  than  Colonel  Me- 
Kee,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  ever  offered  up  his  life  in  defense  of  his 
country. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff  present  with  me  on  the  field — (^apt.  Ed- 
mund K.  Kerstetter,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Lieut.  James  R.  Hume, 
aide-de-camp,  and  Lieut.  James  R.  Warner,  inspector-general— -I  am 
under  the  greatest  obligations.  They  were  constantly  with  me  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight,  ably  and  gallantly  assisting  me  in  every  way  pos- 
sible. My  escort  was  also  faithful  and  efficient.  With  the  exceptions 
already  alluded  to,  all  of  us  were  so  fortunate  as  to  get  through  un- 
scathed. 

The  casualties  in  our  brigade  were  as  follows :  The  Third  Kentucky 
Regiment  went  into  action  with  13  officers  and  300  men,  and  lost— offi- 
cers killed,  1 ;  wounded,  9  ;  enlisted  men  killed,  12 ;  wounded,  77 ;  miss- 
ing, 34.  The  Fifty  eighth  Indiana  Regiment  went  into  action  with  19 
officers  and  386  enlisted  men,  and  lost— officers  killed,  1;  wounded,  4^ 
enlisted  men  killed,  16 ;  wounded,  91.  The  One  hundredth  Illinois  went 
into  action  with  27  officers  and  394  enlisted  men,  and  lost — officers  killed, 
1 ;  wounded,  6 ;  enlisted  men  killed,  5 ;  wounded,  33.  The  Twenty- 
sixth  Ohio  went  into  action  with  12  officers  and  374  enlisted  men,  and 
lost — officers  killed,  1 ;  wounded,  2;  enlisted  men  killed,  9;  wounded,  77. 

RECAPITULATION. 

The  brigade  went  into  action  with  71  officers  and  1,454  enlisted  men 
and  lost — officers  killed,  4 ;  wounded,  21 ;  enlisted  men  killed,  42 ; 
wounded,  278 ;  missing,  34.  Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  bri- 
gade, 379. 

For  more  minute  particulars  of  the  parts  performed  by  the  different 
regiments  I  transmit  herewith  their  respective  reports. 

During  the  evening  of  the  31st  I  was  notified  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  indisposition  of  General  Wood  and  a  wound  received  during  the 
day,  he  was  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  division,  and  that  the  same 
would  devolve  upon  myself.  I,  therefore,  turned  over  the  command  of 
the  brigade  to  Col.  George  P.  Buell,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  and 
assumed  the  command  of  the  division. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MILO  S.  HASCALL, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers^  Commanding  Brigade. 

Capt.  M.  P.  Bestow, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  First  Division,  Left  Wi/ng» 
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Headquarters  First  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
this  division  during  the  recent  battles,  after  the  command  devolved 
upon  me,  on  the  evening  of  December  31,  1862 : 

At  that  time  the  division  was  considerably  scattered,  as  Colonel  Har 
ker^s  brigade  had  been  in  action  during  the  31st  on  the  extreme  right^ 
and  had  not  returned.     Colonel  Wagner^s  was  in  position  to  the  left  of 
the  railroad,  where  it  had  been  in  action  during  the  day,  and  my  bri- 
gade was  to  the  right  of  the  railroad. 

About  11  p.  m.  of  that  day  Colonel  Harker  returned  with  his  brigade, 
and  the  division  was  once  more  together.  At  this  time  I  received  an 
order  to  send  all  the  wagons  of  the  division  to  the  rear,  and,  shortly 
after  this  w  as  executed,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Crittenden  to 
fall  back,  so  that  my  right  should  rest  on  the  i)osition  occupied  by 
Stokes'  battery,  and  my  left  on  the  right  of  General  Palmer's  division. 
This  brou;4ht  the  new  line  of  the  division  about  500  yards  to  the  rear  of 
the  one  of  the  day  before.  The  line  of  the  division  was  now  nearly  at 
right  angles  with  the  railroad,  with  the  center  of  the  line  resting  on  it — 
the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Buell,  on  the  right ;  the  Third,  Colonel  Har- 
ker, in  the  center,  and  the  Second,  Colonel  Wagner,  on  the  left. 

In  this  position  we  lay  all  the  next  day,  January  1,  with  nothing  more 
to  break  the  silence  than  picket  firing  and  an  occasional  artillery  duel. 
The  division  lost,  however,  several  killed  and  wounded  during  the  day. 
Each  of  my  brigades  was  in  line  of  battle,  and  I  was  occupying  so  much 
front  that  it  kept  the  men  constantly  on  the  alert.  Most  of  the  other 
divisions  had  one  or  two  brigades  in  reserve,  and  could,  therefore,  re- 
lieve their  men  some. 

We  maintained  this  position  during  the  night  of  the  1st,  and  till  about 
8  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  battery  occupying  the  intervals 
between  brigades.  At  this  time  the  enem.}  opened  upon  us  the  most 
terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell  that  we  sustained  during  the  entire  engage- 
ment. It  appears  that  during  the  night  before  they  had  massed  and 
masked  several  batteries  in  our  front,  so  they  opened  on  us  from  a  line 
of  batteries  one-quarter  of  a  mile  long,  all  at  once.  They  had  our  range 
perfectly,  so  that  their  fire  was  terribly  effective  from  the  first. 

Estep's  battery,  on  the  right  of  my  line,  being  in  an  exposed  position, 
and  receiving  a  very  heavy  fire,  had  to  retire  at  once;  not,  however, 
till  so  many  horses  had  been  killed  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  two  of 
the  pieces  to  be  hauled  to  the  rear  by  the  infantry.  Bradley's  battery, 
with  Colonel  Harker  in  the  center,  having  a  better  position  and  longer- 
range  guns,  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the  enemy  in  return,  and  had  every 
probability  of  maintaining  their  position  until  Stokes'  battery,  in  their 
rear,  undertook  to  open  on  the  enemy  with  grape,  which  took  effect  on 
Bradley's  men  instead  of  the  enemy,  and  compelled  Bradley  to  retire. 
The  infantry,  however,  along  my  entire  line,  though  suffering  severely 
from  the  enemy's  fire,  all  maintained  their  position. 

After  about  half  an  hour  this  firing  ceased,  and  nothing  further  worthy 
of  note  happened  till  about  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  At 
this  time  General  Yan  Cleve's  division,  which  was  stationed  across 
Stone's  Eiver  to  our  left,  was  suddenly  attacked  by  a  heavy  force  of  the 
enemy  under  Breckinridge,  and  so  fierce  was  the  onslaught  that  the 
division  was  compelled  to  give  way  almost  immediately.  General  Jef- 
ferson C.  Davis  and  General  Negiey  were  immediately  ordered  to  their 
relief  with  their  divisions,  and,  as  soon  as  they  had  time  to  get  over,  the 
attack  was  checked  and  the  enemy  began  to  retire 
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At  this  time  I  received  aD  order  from  General  Crittenden  to  cross 
with  mj^  division,  and  immediately  put  the  different  brigades  in  motion. 
While  criissing  at  the  ford,  one  or  two  pieces  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
were  playing  upon  us,  but  as  it  was  then  dusk,  their  firing  was  not  accu- 
rate, and  I  think  we  sustained  no  loss  in  crossing.  By  the  time  we  were 
over  it  was  quite  dark,  and  the  firing  had  nearly  ceased.  Negley's  di  vis 
ion  was  returning,  and  Davis'  had  taken  up  a  positic  n  a  little  in  advance 
of  where  Van  Oleve's  division  was  attacked,  his  right  resting  on  the  bank 
of  the  river.  I  moved  up  and  went  into  position  on  the  left  of  Davis,  my 
left  inclining  somewhat  to  the  rear,  to  prevent  it  from  being  turned. 

General  Davis  and  myself  then  fortified  our  fronts  as  well  as  we  could 
with  the  logs,  stones,  and  rails  at  hand,  and  remained  in  this  position 
that  night,  the  next  day  (January  3),  and  till  about  12  o'clock  that  night, 
without  anything  more  than  picket  firing  transpiring.  I  should  remark 
that  it  rained  very  hard  all  day  of  January  3,  and  during  the  night,  so 
that  our  men  and  officers  suffered  severely. 

By  this  time  the  rains  had  so  swollen  the  river  that  General  Critten- 
den became  apprehensive  that  it  wouLl  not  be  fordable  by  morning, 
and  we  might  be  cut  off  from  communication  with  the  main  body  of  our 
army.  He,  therefore,  ordered  us  back,  and  my  division  took  up  a  posi- 
tion in  reserve,  near  General  Kosecrans'  headquarters,  arriving  there 
about  2  o'clock  at  night,  completely  drenched  with  mud  and  rain.  They 
had  now  been  on  duty  four  days  and  nights,  some  of  the  time  with  noth- 
ing to  eat,  and  all  the  time  in  the  front,  where  they  had  to  be  constantly 
on  the  alert.  The  next  morning  we  heard  that  the  enemy  had  retreated, 
and  the  battle  was  over. 

The  conduct  of  the  division  throughout  was  admirable,  and  it  can  be 
truthfully  said  concerning  it  that  it  held  its  original  position  and  every 
other  position  assigned  to  it  during  the  whole  four  days,  and  this  is 
more  than  can  be  said  of  any  other  division  in  the  entire  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  my  brigade  commanders,  Colonels 
Wagner,  Harker,  and  BueU.  Colonel  Wagner  had  his  horse  shot  under 
him  on  the  31st,  and  his  clothes  completely  riddled  with  bullets.  He, 
nevertheless,  stood  by  throughout,  and  ably  and  gallantly  performed  his 
duty.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Harker  was  equally  brave  and  efficient. 
They  have  each  commanded  brigades  for  nearly  a  year  now,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  common  justice  demands  that  they  now  receive  the  promotion 
they  have  so  gallantly  earned.  Colonel  Buell  came  in  command  of  the 
First  Brigade  in  consequence  of  my  taking  command  of  the  dividon, 
and,  although  comparatively  inexperienced,  he  performed  every  duty 
gallantly  and  well. 

All  the  officers  of  the  division,  with  a  single -exception,  behaved  gal- 
lantly and  well ;  therefore  I  need  not  discriminate.  The  exception  was 
Col.  Johri  W.  Blake,  of  the  Fortieth  Indiana,  and  I  consider  it  my  duty 
to  draw  the  line  of  distinction  broad  and  deep  between  those  who  do 
well  and  those  who  prove  recreant.  He  became  so  drunk  as  to  be  unfit 
for  duty  before  going  into  action  on  the  31st,  and  was  sent  to  the  rear, 
in  arrest,  by  his  immediate  commander.  Colonel  Wagner.  The  next  that 
was  heard  of  him  he  was  in  Nashville,  claiming  to  be  wounded  and  a 
paroled  prisoner.  For  this  bad  conduct  I  recommend  that  he  be  dis- 
honorably discharged  from  the  service. 

For  minute  particulars,  and  for  a  complete  report  of  the  part  per- 
formed by  the  different  brigades,  I  refer  you  to  tShe  reports  of  brigade 
commanders,  herewith  inclosed. 
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My  staff  officers,  including  Captains  Palmer  and  Bestow,  of  General 
Wood's  staff,  not  heretofore  mentioned  by  me,  all  performed  their  duty 
gallantly,  and  ably  assisted  me  in  every  way  possible. 

I  would  also  refer  to  my  report  as  brigade  commander,  as  that  gives 
more  in  detaiJ  and  more  truthfully  than  any  other  report  the  operations 
of  Colonel  Wagner's  and  my  brigade  on  the  31st,  they  being  both  under 
my  personal  observation  and  control  after  the  heavy  fighting  commenced 
that  day. 

The  casualties  in  the  division  were  as  follows : 

The  First  Brigade  went  into  action  with  71  officers  and  1,454  enlisted 
men,  and  lost — officers  killed,  4;  officers  wounded,  21;  enlisted  men 
killed,  42 ;  enlisted  men  wounded,  278 ;  enlisted  men  missing,  34. 

The  Second  Brigade  went  into  action  with  86  officers  and  1,389  enlisted 
men,  and  lost — officers  killed,  2;  officers  wounded,  18  j  enlisted  men 
killed,  54;  enlisted  men  wounded,  269;  enlisted  men  missing,  32, 

The  Third  Brigade  went  into  action  with  97  officers  and  1,790  enlisted 
men,  including  the  Sixth  Ohio  Battery,  and  lost — officers  killed,  5 ; 
oflficers  wounded,  17 ;  enlisted  men  killed,  104 ;  enlisted  men  wounded, 
312 ;  enlisted  men  missing,  101. 

EECAPITULATION. 

The  division  went  into  action  with  254  commissioned  officers  and 
4,633  enlisted  men,  and  lost — officers  killed,  11 ;  officers  wounded,  56 ; 
enlisted  men  killed,  200;  enlisted  men  wounded,  859;  enlisted  men 
missing,  107.  Total  killed,  21 1 ;  wounded,  915 ;  missing,  167.  Total 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  division,  1,293. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MILO  8.  HASCALL, 
Brigadier- General  of  Vols,,  Go^ndg.  First  Division,  Left  Wing. 

Maj.  Lyne  Stabling, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Left  Wing, 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  11,  1863. 

Having  just  received  the  report  of  the  batteries  attached  to  my  divis- 
ion,* I  hasten  to  forward  them  to  the  general,  in  order  that  he  may 
allude  to  them  in  his  report  as  their  merits  deserve.  It  will  be  seen  by 
their  reports  that  they  all  did  their  duty  nobly,  with  perhaps  a  single 
exception  on  the  part  of  one  of  the  oflficers  attached  to  Estep's  battery. 
I  allude  to  Eichard  Jervis,  second  lieutenant  of  that  battery,  who  be- 
haved badly  throughout  the  entire  four  days'  action.  1  recommend 
that  he  be  dishonorably  discharged  the  service,  on  account  of  his  bad 
conduct. 

I  have  already  alluded  to  the  distinguished  services  of  these  batteries, 
both  in  my  brigade  and  division  reports,  and  only  desire  further  to  add 
that,  with  the  exception  above  alluded  to,  the  conduct  of  both  officers 
and  men  was  admirable.  Particular  credit  is  due  to  Miijor  Kace,  in 
command  of  the  batteries,  for  the  gallantry  and  good  judgment  dis- 
played by  him  throughout  the  entire  four  days.    The  conduct  of  Stokes' 


"  See  N08.  98-101. 
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battery,  in  firing  upon  Bradley^s  battery  on  January  2,  was  such  aB, 
in  my  judgment,  demands  immediate  investigation,  in  order  that  the 
parties  guilty  of  such  gross  carelessness  ma,\  be  properly  punished. 
1  am,  sir,  most  respectfully, 

MILO  S.  HASCALL, 
Brigadier- General  of  Vols.^  Comdg.  First  Division j  Lef.  Wing, 

Major  STARLma, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  J  Left  Wing. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Murfreesboroughy  Tenn,,  January  17,  1863. 

In  the  hurry  of  making  out  my  ofticial  report  as  division  commander, 
I  neglected  to  allude  to  the  very  valuable  services  rendered  by  Surg. 
W.  W.  Blair,  medical  director  of  this  division,  during  and  since  the 
recent  battles.  His  services  were  such  as  merit  special  commendation, 
and  I  desire  that  this  may  be  forwarded  as  a  part  of  my  report,  in  justice 
to  Dr.  Blair.  He  reports  to  me  that  all  the  regimental  surgeons  were 
efficient  and  rendered  valuable  service. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

MILO  S.  HASCALL, 
Brigadier- General  of  Vols,^  Comdg.  First  Division^  Left  Wing. 

Major  Starling, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Left  Wing. 


No.  98. 


Report  of  Maj.  Seymour  Race,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artil- 
lery. 

Hdqrs.  Artillery  First  Division,  Left  Wing, 

January  7,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  official  reports  of 
the  commanding  officers  of  the  batteries  of  this  division. 

About  9  a.  m.  of  December  31,  1862,  Oapt.  Cullen  Bradley,  Sixth 
Ohio  Light  Battery,  by  orders,  moved  his  battery,  with  Harker^s  bri- 
gade, to  the  extreme  right  of  our  lines,  where  they  engaged  the  enemy's 
artillery  (two  four  gun  batteries,  supi^osed)  and  infantry  in  a  most  se- 
verely contested  battle.  Before  superior  numbers  'of  the  enemy,  the 
brigade  and  battery  (after  re]>ulsing  the  first  attack  of  the  enemy)  were 
obliged  to  retire,  but  not  without  disputing  every  inch  of  ground,  Cap- 
tain Bradley  being  obliged  to  leave  two  of  his  guns  on  the  field.  They 
were  soon  after  retaken  by  the  Thirteenth  Michigan,  Colonel  Shoemaker, 
whose  timely  support  forced  the  enemy  to  retire. 

Captaii)  Bradley's  battery  was  under  my  immediate  observation,  and 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Bradley,  his  subordinate  officers,  and  men  was 
such  as  to  entitle  them  to  great  credit.  The  conduct  of  this  battery  on 
January  2,  under  the  fire  of  three  batteries  of  the  enemy,  was  gallant 
in  the  extreme.  The  enemy's  batteries  were  nearly  silenced,  when  Cap- 
tain Stokes'  battery  opened,  300  yards  in  rear  of  Bradley,  with  canister, 
at  a  distance  of  at  least  2,200  yards  from  the  enemy's  guns.  Captain 
Bradley  had  5  men  and  5  horses  wounded  by  their  fire,  and  was  obliged 
to  retire. 

I  respectfully  ask  an  investigation  into  the  conduct  of  Stokes'  battery 
on  this  occasion.    Oapt.  J.  B.  Cox,  Tenth  Indiana  Battery,  and  Lieut. 
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George  Estej),  commanding  Eighth  Indiana  Battery,  were  closely  en- 
gaged during  the  battle  of  December  31,  on  the  left  of  our  lines,  s'^p- 
ported  by  General  HascalPs  and  Colonel  Wagner's  brigades.  Captain 
Cox  was  under  the  fire  of  three  batteries  of  the  enemy  for  seven  hours 
during  the  day,  but  succeeded  in  administering  to  them  all  in  a  manner 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  me,  and  to  the  great  discomfiture  of  the  enemy. 

On  January  2,  when  in  position  on  the  right,  he  repulsed,  with  can- 
ister, a  desperate  charge  of  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  Captain 
Cox,  his  officers,  and  men  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  bravery. 
Lieutenant  Estep's  battery,  by  a  free  use  of  case-shot  and  canister,  on 
December  31,  succeeded  in  repulsing  three  successive  charges  of  the 
enemy's  infantry,  and  otherwit^e,  during  the  three  days' battle,  did  most 
excellent  sc^rvice.  Lieutenants  Estep,  Voris,  and  Winsor,  and  the  non- 
commissioned oificers  and  men  of  this  battery,  with  few  exceptions,  be- 
haved with  commendable  coolness  and  bravery.  Lieut.  Richard  Jervis 
acted  in  a  most  cowardly  manner.  I  will  devote  a  special  communica- 
tion to  his  case. 

For  full  particulars  of  the  engagements  and  losses,  I  respectfully  refer 
you  to  the  accompanying  reports  of  battery  commanders. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  RACE, 
Major  J  Chief  of  Artillery,  First  Division,  Left  Wing. 

Capt.  E.  R.  Kerstetter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  99. 


Reports  of  Lieut.  George  Estep,  Eighth  Lndia/na  Battery,  including  skir- 
mishes at  La  Vergne  and  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  at  Stewarfs  Creek 
Bridge. 

In  the  Field,  December  28, 1862. 
General:  While  connected  with  your  brigade  yesterday,  on  the 
march  from  the  camp  of  the  previous  night,  I  could  at  no  time  (on  ac- 
count of  the  disposition  of  the  enemy  to  retire)  get  an  opportunity  to 
fire  more  than  two  or  three  shots.  I  fired  in  all  42  rounds ;  that  these 
were  damaging  to  the  enemy  or  his  guns  I  am  unable  to  tell.  In  the 
last  position  which  I  took,  commanding  the  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  I 
fired  8  rounds,  and  received  about  the  same  number  in  return ;  one  of 
the  enemy's  shots  took  a  spoke  from  the  wheel  of  one  of  my  gun-car- 
riages. I  am  happy  to  say  no  other  damages  were  done.  The  officers 
of  my  battery  behaved  with  commendable  coolness. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  ESTEP, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Eighth  Indiana  Battery. 
Brigadier- General  Hasoall, 

Cornmanding  Fifteenth  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Eighth  Indiana  Battery, 
In  the  Field,  near  Murfreesborough,  Term.,  January  4,  1863. 
I  have  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  submit  the  following  official  report 
of  the  Eighth  Indiana  Light  Battery,  on  December  31, 1862,  and  1st  and 
2d  days  of  January,  1863 : 
I  put  my  battery  in  position  on  Wednesday  morning  about  9  o'clock, 
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by  order  of  Geueral  Rosecrans,  on  the  west  side  of  the  railioad,  sujk 
ported  on  the  right  by  two  batteries,  and  on  the  left  by  the  Nineteenth 
Infantry  (regulars) ;  fired  114  rounds  (at  a  range  of  800  yaids)  at  the 
enemy,  who  were  driving  back  our  infantry  advance.  I  then  advanced 
the  battery  75  or  80  yards,  supported,  as  in  the  first  position,  by  the  two 
batteries  on  my  right  and  the  Nineteenth  Infantry  on  my  left. 

At  this  position  the  euemj^  in  three  lines  made  three  desperate  charges, 
and  were  as  often  repulsed  by  my  battery.  I  expended  70  rounds  of 
canister,  and  was  compelled  four  or  five  times  to  double-charge  the 
pieces  in  order  to  drive  the  enemy  5  this  beginning  at  a  range  of  90  yards, 
and  increasing  as  the  enemy  became  confused  and  retired.  I  also  fired 
from  this  position  106  rounds  of  shrapnel  and  solid  shot,  at  a  range  of 
about  800  yards,  at  the  lines  of  the  enemy  advancing  on  our  right. 

I  then  received  an  order  from  General  Hascall,  commanding  the  First 
Brigade  of  the  division,  to  take  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  pike  in  the 
direction  of  Murfreesborougb,  which  I  did,  supported  by  his  entire  bri- 
gade, as  good  soldiers  as  ever  went  to  battle.  I  commenced  firing  at  a 
range  of  400  yards,  the  enemy  bringing  up  his  forces  in  three  lines,  and 
making  desperate  charges  on  the  center,  but  was  repulsed  by  my  bat- 
tery and  the  gallant  men  of  General  HascalFs  brigade.  I  was  twice  in 
this  position,  and  fired  226  rounds,  my  men  all  the  time  exposed  to  a 
galling  fire  of  musketry. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  to  a  position  on  the  east  side  of 
the  railroad,  supported  by  three  regiments,  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio, 
Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  and  an  Illinois  regiment.  Here  I  expended  66 
rounds,  shelling  the  enemy  from  the  woods,  near  the  creek,  from  which 
he  had  driven  a  portion  of  our  troops  during  the  afternoon.  I  remained 
in  this  position  until  after  dark,  and  then  retired  to  the  camp  of  the 
previous  night.  Loss  during  the  day,  8  horses  killed  and  disabled  and 
4  men  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  I  was  put  in  position  before  daylight, 
in  line  of  battle,  by  Major  Race.  An  hour  or  two  after  daylight  the 
enemy  commenced  an  advance  on  our  front.  I  opened  fire,  in  connec- 
tion with  other  batteries,  and  drove  him  back.  No  loss  during  the  day; 
expended  46  rounds. 

Remained  in  position  all  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  expended 
34  rounds,  shelling  the  woods  at  different  points,  where  the  enemy  could 
occasionally  be  seen  from  my  position.  About  9  o'clock  my  battery  was 
fired  upon  by  two  rebel  batteries  (twelve  guns,  supposed)  at  a  range  of 
2,000  yards ;  it  being  beyond  my  range,  I  was  forced  to  retire  my  bat- 
tery, leaving  for  the  time  being  two  pieces  on  the  field.  Some  of  the 
horses  of  one  of  the  limbers  were  severely  wounded,  and  became  so 
badly  frightened  by  the  bursting  of  the  enemy's  shell  that  the  drivers 
were  unable  to  control  them;  they  ran  to  the  rear  in  spite  of  every  effort 
made  to  bring  them  to  the  piece.  I  was  not  long,  however,  in  recover- 
ing both  pieces.  After  repairing  the  loss  of  horses  in  the  battery  from 
the  battery  and  forge  wagons,  I  remained  quiet  in  line  until  about  4 
o'clock.  I  was  then  ordered  to  take  a  position  on  the  left,  which  I  did. 
I  was  well  sui)ported  by  infantry,  but  do  not  know  what  troops  they 
were.  I  commenced  firing,  at  a  range  of  about  700  yards,  at  what  I 
supposed  to  be  a  brigade  of  the  enemy's  infantry  holding  a  point  of 
woods.  I  am  positive  that  my  battery  from  this  position  did  the  enemy 
great  injury ;  expended  123  rounds.  I  retired  the  battery  tor  ammu- 
nition, and  again  took  a  position  to  the  left  of  my  first  and  near  the 
creek.  Here  I  engaged  a  rebel  battery  at  a  range  of  900  yards,  and 
succeeded  in  silencing  it,  expending  86  rounds.  We  soon  after  crossed 
the  creek,  and  remained  during  the  night. 
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I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Second  Lieut.  Kichard  Jervis,  on  Wednesday, 
at  a  trying  and  critical  moment,  retired  a  section  of  my  battery  without 
my  order  or  knowledge,  and  that  he  otherwise  behaved  badly  during 
the  day.  He  claimed,  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day's  fight,  to  be 
unwel],  but  said  (this  was  before  daylight)  if  he  should  feel  better  in 
the  course  of  an  hour  or  two  he  would  come  out  to  the  field  and  report 
for  duty.  This  was  the  last  I  saw  of  him  until  the  fight  was  over.  I 
am  informed  that  he  went  back  to  the  rear  to  one  of  the  hospitals. 

First  Lieut.  Jeremiah  Yoris  and  Second  Lieut.  Samuel  Winsor  have 
my  thanks  for  their  efficient  service  at  all  times  during  the  engagement; 
they  were  brave  and  unflinching  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  I  am  also 
indebted  to  Orderly  Sergt.  William  Stokes  for  the  promptness  with 
which  he  supplied  the  battery  with  ammunition.  My  sergeants,  cor- 
porals, and  men,  with  three  exceptions,  behaved  with*  commendable 
coolness  and  bravery. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOEGE  ESTEP, 
First  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Eighth  Indiana  Battery, 

Maj.  S.  Race, 

Commanding  Artillery  of  First  Division,  Left  Wing. 

P.  S. — I  neglected  to  state  that  my  loss  on  the  third  day  was  4  men 
wounded,  11  horses  killed  and  disabled. 


No.  100. 

Report  of  Capt  Jerome  B,  Cox,  Tenth  Indiana  Battery, 

January  — ,  1863. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  1  was  ordered  to  move  my  battery 
across  the  railroad  (my  left  was  then  resting  on  the  railroad)  and  pre- 
pare for  battle.  I  immediately  obeyed  by  crossing  and  placing  the  right 
section  immediately  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and  the  left  and  center 
sections  about  200  yards  farther  north.  The  entire  battery  then  engaged 
a  battery  of  the  enemy  immediately  in  front,  which  we  compelled  to 
cease  firing.  Simultaneously  with  this,  two  other  batteries  opened  upon 
us,  and  shortly  afterward  were  joined  by  the  one  that  had  been  silenced. 
They  completely  showered  the  shot  and  shell,  but  with  little  damage. 
This  unequal  contest  was  kept  up  for  about  four  hours,  and  was  only 
deviated  from  on  the  appearance  of  heavy  columns  of  their  troops,  upon 
which  we  would  open  the  entire  battery  and  disperse  them  in  great  dis- 
order.   We  would  then  resume  the  work  on  their  artillery. 

About  1  p.  m.  I  relieved  one  section  of  the  battery  at  a  time  for  a  short 
time  to  retire  for  ammunition.  They  came  up  again  to  the  work  sup- 
plied with  ammunition,  when  the  engagement  was  renewed  somewhat 
similar  to  the  fight  in  the  forenoon,  except  that  more  frequently  we  had 
to  drive  back  their  infantry. 

About  3  o'  clock  my  ammunition  was  exhausted,  with  the  exception^ 
of  canister,  which  I  ordered  they  should  hold  to  disperse  a  large  force 
then  bearing  down  on  us  in  front.  We  held  our  fire  until  they  were 
within  400  yards,  when  we  could  completely  see  the  devices  on  their 
colors.  We  completely  broke  up  their  lines  and  scattered  them  in  great 
disorder  over  the  field  in  front.  Being  then  only  under  fire  of  their  bat- 
teries, &nd  having  no  projectiles  to  reach  them,  I  withdrew  from  the 
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field.  WJieii  near  the  hospital,  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  in  the  rear 
of  my  former  position,  I  discovered  the  enemy's  skirmishers  deployed 
out  and  advancing,  t  at  once  drove  them  back  with  canister.  During 
the  day  1  silenced  oach  one  of  the  batteries  in  my  front  and  on  my  flank 
several  times.  They  had  a  cross-fire  on  us  during  the  entire  day.  We 
were  at  one  time  fi.i^hting  four  batteries,  but  my  men,  not  the  least  dis- 
heartened, were  determined  to  hold  their  position  at  all  hazards,  which 
one,  I  believe,  was  the  only  one  held  by  any  battery  on  the  field.  On 
this  day  I  had  1  man  killed  and  6  slightly  wounded. 

On  January  1, 1  was  removed  to  the  right  wing,  and  about  10  o'clock 
drove  back  a  brigade  of  infantry,  which  was  advancing. 

On  January  2,  in  the  evening,  our  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward 
and  drew  the  fire  of  a  brigade  in  ambush.  This  we  expected,  ai^d  had 
prepared  by  .cutting  the  fuses  the  proper  length  and  getting  the  proper 
elevation  and  range,  and  showered  their  ranks  with  shrapnel,  every  one 
bursting  precisely  at  the  spot  needed.  They  became  badly  disorganized 
and  fled  in  great  disorder. 

To  Lieutenants  i^I^aylor,  Cox,  Cosner,  and  Clifford  I  return  my  ?/armest 
thanks  for  their  coolness,  gallantry,  and  promptness  in  obeying  com- 
mands.   Their  actions  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 

To  my  sergeants  and  corporals,  and  to  the  members  of  my  battery, 
too  much  could  not  be  said.  They  fought  gallantly  for  seven  hours,  and 
until  they  were  completely  exhausted  from  their  excessive  labor  •  but 
it  is  enough  to  say  that  the  whole  battery,  men  and  of&cers,  did  their 
whole  duty  as  soldiers,  and  maintained  their  original  position  on  the 
31st  against  three,  and  part  of  the  time  four,  batteries,  and  the  deter- 
mined charges  of  the  enemy's  troops.  The  battle-field  in  front  is  the 
witness  of  their  execution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  B.  COX, 
Captain  Tenth  Indiana  Battery, 

Major  Race, 

Chief  of  Artillery^  First  Division^  Left  Wing, 

Army  of  the  Cumberla/nd, 


No.  101. 

Report  of  Capt.  Cullen  Bradley,  Sixth  Ohio  Battery, 

Headquarters  Sixth  Ohio  Battery, 
On  Battle-field,  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  ofiicial  report  of  the 
engagement  of  December  30  and  31,  1862,  and  January  1  and  2,  1863, 
viz: 

At  8  a.  m.,  December  30,  the  battery  was  put  in  position  on  the  left 
bank  of  Stone's  River  and  near  camp,  and  engaged  a  four-gun  battery  of 
the  enemy  at  a  range  of  1,500  yards,  who  held  a  high,  strong,  and  com- 
manding position  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  silenced  the 
enemy's  battery  after  an  engagement  of  fifteen  minutes,  expending  72 
rounds  ot  shell  and  solid  shot,  sustaining  no  damage,  except  the  loss  of 
one  sponge- bucket,  struck  by  an  enemy's  shot. 

At  8  a.  m.,  December  31,  the  battery,  in  accordance  to  orders,  proceeded 
to  the  right  of  our  lines.  A.t  10.30  a.  m .  engaged  two  four-gun  batteries  of 
the  enemy,  supported  by  two  brigades  of  infantry,  at  a  range  of  250 
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yards.  We  received  a  galling  fire  from  the  infantry  as  well  as  the  bat- 
teries. We  held  our  position  twenty  minutes,  pouring  a  heavy  and 
destructive  fire  upon  the  infantry,  at  the  same  time  engaging  the  bat- 
teries with  good  effect,  expending  150  rounds  of  case-shot  and  canister, 
and  sustained  a  loss  of  1  man  wounded  and  2  horses  killed. 

Our  left  flank  having  been  turned,  I  retired  my  battery  and  took  a 
position  500  yards  in  the  rear.  Again  opened  upon  the  enemy  (with 
case  and  canister),  who  were  advancing  in  force.  After  an  engagement 
of  five  minutes,  and  expending  12  rounds  of  ammunition,  I  was  again 
compelled  to  retire  my  battery  and  abandon  two  pieces  of  the  battery, 
one  of  which  I  had  spiked  (since  removed),  and  sustaining  a  loss  of  1 
man  killed,  2  men  wounded,  and  1  man  missing ;  also  8  horses  killed 
and  3  wounded.  About  this  time  Colonel  Shoemaker  charged  the  en- 
emy with  the  Thirteenth  Michigan  Eegiment,  driving  them  off  the  field 
and  recovering  the  guns,  and  for  which  Colonel  Shoemaker  should  re- 
ceive full  credit. 

About  8  a.  m.,  January  1,  I  again  changed  position  to  the  front  lines, 
and,  in  conjunction  with  several  batteries,  opened  upon  the  enemy  with 
case-shot  and  shell  at  a  range  of  2,000  yards,  driving  them  back,  ex- 
pending 54  rounds  of  ammunition  and  sustaining  no  damage. 

January  2,  while  occupying  a  position  on  the  front  line,  the  enemy 
advanced  eighteen  guns  (supposed),  and  opened  fire  upon  my  battery 
with  solid  shot  and  shell.  About  8  a.  m.  1  was  supported  upon  the 
right  by  two  six  gun  batteries,  which  gave  way  early  in  the  action  and 
retired.  I  silenced  the  enemy^s  guns  and  held  the  position,  expending 
177  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  sustaining  a  loss  of  5  men  wounded,  5 
horses  killed,  and  3  horses  wounded.  About  this  time  Captain  Stokes' 
(Chicago)  battery  opened  upon  my  battery  several  rounds  of  canister 
from  a  position  250  yards  in  rear,  and  from  which  I  sustained  much 
damage. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  a  heavy  column  upon  our  left  lines, 
and  supported  by  two  four-gun  batteries.  My  battery  took  a  strong  posi- 
tion and  opened  on  the  enemy  at  a  range  of  3,000  yards  with  good  effect, 
expending  35  rounds  of  shell,  and  sustaining  no  damage. 

I  take  pleasure  in  noticing  the  promptness  and  coolness  displayed  by 
First  Lieut.  O.  H.  P.  Ayres,  Second  Lieut.  A.  P.  Baldwin,  and  First 
Sergt.  G.  W.  Smetts  for  the  manner  in  which  they  managed  their  re- 
spective sections;  Lieutenant  Ayres  having  been  slightly  wounded, 
also  his  horse  being  wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Baldwin  having  his  horse 
shot. 

The  following  non-commissioned  ofl&cers  and  privates  greatly  distin- 
guished themselves,  viz :  Sergts.  G.  W.  Howard,  H.  Hartman,  T.  O. 
Casey,  S.  Miller,  and  J.  Hersh ;  Corpls.  N.  Poole,  H.  A.  Collier,  and 
Acting  Corpl.  S.  O.  Kimberk.  Corpl.  E.  H.  Neal  is  entitled  to  much 
credit  for  the  promptness  and  carefulness  he  displayed  in  keeping  the 
caissons  well  screened,  and  for  keeping  the  battery  well  supplied  with 
ammunition.  Privates  W.  C.  Stough,  J.  Eobinett,  D.  H.  Evans,  J.  G. 
Barger,  and  Frank  Leslie  greatly  distinguished  themselves.  The  whole 
company,  with  but  few  exceptions,  displayed  great  coolness,  and  are 
entitled  to  much  credit. 
EespectfuUy, 

CULLEK  BEADLEY, 
Captain^  Commanding  Sixth  Ohio  Light  Battery. 

Maj.  S.  Eace, 

Comdg,  Artillery,  First  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
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N^o.  102. 

Reports  of  Col,  George  P.  Buell,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  command 
ing  regiment  and  First  Brigade,  including  skirmish  at  La   Vergne, 
December  27. 

Hdqrs.  FrPTY-EiaHTH  Regiment  Indiana  Vols., 

December  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  preparatory  to  an  advance  upon 
the  enemy  in  the  town  of  La  Yergne,  Tenn.,  this  regiment,  in  accord- 
ance with  orders  received,  was,  on  the  27th  instant,  formed  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  right  of  the  advance  line  of  the  Fifteenth  Brigade,  with 
Companies  A  and  B  in  the  advance  as  skirmishers,  covering  the  front 
and  right  of  the  regiment. 

When  the  line  of  skirmishers  had  advanced  to  within  about  160  yards 
from  the  town,  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  supported  by  one  piece  of 
artillery,  opened  fire  upon  them,  which  was  promptly  and  vigorously 
returned  by  our  skirmishers,  who  were  steadily  advancing,  closely  fol- 
lowed by  the  regiment.  The  enemy,  being  protected  by  the  houses  of 
the  village,  for  a  short  time  seemed  to  check  the  advance  of  the  two 
companies  acting  as  skirmishers,  when  Company  F  was  also  advanced 
as  skirmishers  to  their  assistance,  and  the  regiment  ordered  to  charge 
bayonets,  and  thereupon  the  enemy  made  a  hasty  retreat.  After  pur- 
suing the  enemy  for  about  the  distance  of  2  miles  from  the  town,  during 
the  whole  of  which  time  a  constant  skirmish  was  going  on,  this  regiment 
was  relieved  by  the  Third  Kentucky  Infantry  and  took  its  position  in 
the  second  line  of  the  brigade. 

The  following  persons  were  wounded,  to  wit  :*  Number  of  wounded, 
7 ;  but  4  of  the  above  wounded  are  disabled  from  service.  I  have  to 
report  1  missing,  to  wit,  George  W.  Thompson,  of  Company  B.  Four 
of  the  enemy  are  known  to  have  been  killed  by  the  skirmishers  of  this 
regiment  and  1  captured. 

The  entire  regiment,  officers  and  men,  conducted  themselves  calmly 
and  bravely  during  the  entire  action;  but  I  would  beg  to  make  special 
mention  of  Maj.  Joseph  Moore,  who  commanded  the  skirmishers,  and 
also  of  Captains  Davis  and  Cain,  and  Lieut.  James  A.  Smith,  who  com- 
manded their  respective  companies  as  skirmishers,  for  the  brave  deter- 
mination evinced  by  them  in  their  respective  positions. 
Respectfully, 

GEO.  P.  BUELL, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Captain  Kjbrstetteb, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Left  Wing,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Near  Murfreesboroughj  Tenn.,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir:  Brigadier- General  Hascall  having  assumed  command  of  the 
division  on  the  night  of  December  31, 1862,  the  command  of  this  brigade 
devolved  upon  me,  by  orders  issued  to  that  effect.  At  the  time  of  as- 
suming this  command  the  position  of  the  brigade  was  on  the  right  of 
the  division,  in  front,  wliich  point  we  held  until  the  morning  of  the  1st 
instant,  when  we  fell  back,  before  daylight,  to  the  rear,  as  reserve  for 
the  division. 


Nominal  list  omitted. 
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This  position  we  retained  until  8  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  when  we  again 
moved  forward  to  the  front,  occupying  the  ground  then  held  by  the 
Pioneer  Brigade,  on  the  right  of  the  division.  Pickets  were  then  thrown 
forward,  so  that  the  enemy ^s  advance  was  within  easy  range  of  their 
guns,  and  the  brigade  lay  on  their  arms  during  the  night. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant  sharp  skirmishing  began 
between  our  advance  posts  and  the  enemy,  followed  shortly  afterward 
by  a  most  terrific  shower  of  shell  and  shot  in  our  midst,  from  guns  hav- 
ing been  massed  and  masked  against  us  during  the  night,  killing  3  and 
woundmg  10  men  of  the  brigade.  During  the  day  there  was  considera- 
ble skirmishing,  and  occasional  shells  fell  among  us. 

Ha'f  an  hour  before  dark  we  formed  line  of  battle,  by  order,  and  moved 
forward  some  600  yards ;  but,  finding  no  enemy,  were  ordered  to  cross 
Stone's  Kiver,  where  we  lay  during  the  night  in  reserve,  under  arms,  in 
a  drenching  rain-storm. 

Oq  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  we  moved  into  the  works  thrown  up 
during  the  night,  taking  position  on  the  right  of  the  division,  relieving 
the  Twentieth  Brigade,  where  we  remained  quietly  during  the  day  and 
night,  lying  on  our  arms.  But  nothing  worthy  of  note  transpiring,  and 
being  ordered,  we  recrossed  Stone's  Eiver  at  2.30  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th  instant,  taking  up  the  position  in  the  rear,  which  our  bri- 
gade now  occupies,  as  reserve. 

The  list  of  casualties  from  the  night  of  December  31, 1862,  in  this  bri 
gade,  to  this  date,  is :  Enlisted  men  killed,  3  ;  wounded,  10.  No  com- 
missioned officers  killed  or  wounded. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  all  the  officers  of  the  brigade 
conducted  themselves  with  true  spirit  and  becoming  bravery,  and  were 
keenly  alive  to  the  great  dangers  of  their  respective  commands,  each 
endeavoring  to  guard  them  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Where  all  do 
nobly,  no  individual  case  of  bravery  need  be  cited. 

For  more  minute  details  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  indi- 
vidual reports  of  the  regimental  commanders,  on  file. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  P.  BUELL, 

Colonelj  Commanding, 

Captain  E^erstetter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General j  First  Division, 


Hdqrs.  Fifty-eighth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.^  January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  In- 
diana Volunteers,  under  my  command,  entered  the  late  action  near  Mur- 
freesborough,  Tenn.,  at  11.30  a.  m.  December  31,  1862,  with  386  men, 
exclusive  of  commissioned  officers. 

This  regiment,  in  the  battle,  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the  railroad, 
fronting  toward  town,  forming  a  part  of  the  left  wing  of  the  army  en- 
gaged. Each  man  was,  prior  to  the  action,  furnished  with  from  60  to  80 
rounds  of  cartridges,  and,  after  engaging  the  enemy  under  very  severe 
fire  for  three  hours  and  twenty  minutes,  the  regiment  was  relieved  by 
the  Fortieth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  during  the  action  both  officers 
and  enlisted  men  showed  no  desire  nor  symptom  to  retire  from  the  con- 
test, but  all  stood  firmly  at  their  posts  and  fought  nobly  and  bravely. 

31  R  R — ^VOL  XX,  PT  I 
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I  would  also  state  that  John  J.  Hight,  chaplain  of  the  regiment,  deserves 
commendation  for  his  efficient  services  rendered  on  the  field  and  in  the 
hospitals,  caring  for  the  wounded. 

I  have  to  report  the  following  loss  in  this  day's  engagement,  to  wit : 
Second  Lieut.  Francis  B.  Blackford,  of  Company  E,  was  killed  while 
bravely  encouraging  his  men  to  fight  for  their  cause.  Capts.  William 
A.  Downey  and  Ashbury  H.  Alexander,  Second  Lieut.  William  Adams, 
and  Lieut.  Charles  C.  Whiting  were  all  wounded  while  performing  their 
luty  with  great  zeal  and  efficiency  at  their  respective  posts.  Of  enlisted 
men  killed  in  action,  there  were  16,  and  73  wounded  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  disable  them  for  present  service.  There  were  also  24  men  slightly 
wounded.  T  have  also  to  report  3  men  captured  by  the  enemy,  with  the 
regimental  wagons,  at  some  distance  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  also  3 
men  missing ;  making  a  total  loss  to  the  regiment  as  follows:  Killed — 
commissioned  officers,  1;  enlisted  men,  16.  Wounded — commissioned 
officers,  4 ;  enlisted  men  disabled,  73 ;  enlisted  men  missing, 3.  Total  loss 
in  this  day's  action,  97  j  enlisted  men  captured  (not  in  action),  3.  Total, 
100. 

At  the  close  of  the  action  this  day,  Brigadier-General  Hascall  being 
called  to  the  command  of  the  division,  I  took  command  of  the  brigade, 
and  left  the  command  of  the  regiment  to  Lieut.  Col.  James  T.  Embree, 
who  has  since  commanded  it. 
Eespectfully, 

GEO.  P.  BUELL, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

Captain  Kerstetter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  103. 


Reports  of  Col,  Frederick  A,  Bartleson,  One  hundredth  Illinois  Infantry, 
including  skirmishes  near  La  Vergne  and  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike, 
at  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge, 

In  the  Field,  at  Stewart's  Creek, 

December  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
regiment  in  the  advance  on  Stewart's  Creek  on  the  27th  December, 
1862 : 

We  advanced  on  La  Yergne  in  rear  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio.  After 
passing  La  Vergne  some  distance,  we  took  the  place  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Ohio,  relieving  their  skirmishers.  The  march  in  line  of  battle  was  very 
difficult,  owing  to  the  obstacles  in  the  way,  and  the  rain  had  made  the 
ground  in  places  very  fatiguing  to  be  traveled  over ;  the  men,  however, 
advanced  very  well.  After  arriving  at  the  point  where  we  are  now 
bivouacked,  near  the  creek,  while  the  artillery  was  interchanging  shots 
with  the  enemy,  by  direction  of  General  Hascall,  I  moved  a  little  to  the 
left.  In  a  short  time,  hearing  firing  toward  the  left  of  our  rear,  I  sent 
Captain  Hunger's  company  (G)  to  protect  our  left  flank,  instructing  him 
to  take  up  his  position  near  the  crest  of  a  rise  of  ground.  He  did  so, 
and  had  just  got  ready  for  deploying  his  men  when  a  force  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  numbering,  perhaps,  50  or  60,  came  dashing  along.  Seeing  them 
coming.  Captain  Munger  ordered  his  men  to  fire,  and  received  some 
shots  in  return,  when  he  ordered  them  to  surrender,  which  they  did,  some, 
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however,  with  great  reluctance.  All  were  taken  that  came  up  near  his 
company,  but  some,  who  were  behind,  seeing  those  in  advance  surrender, 
wheeled  to  the  left  behind  a  house  and  escaped.  The  number,  including 
Lieutenant  Seawell,  Fifty-first  Alabama  Partisans,  who  was  in  command, 
taken  was  24,  besides  12  horses  and  saddles  and  12  guns.  A  number 
of  the  prisoners,  when  they  saw  they  must  surrender,  threw  away  their 
guns.    One  was  wounded  fatally  and  2  slightly. 

Company  B,  while  skirmishing,  took  1  prisoner,  who  is  in  charge. 
Some  of  ^.he  horses  were  taken,  I  understand,  by  some  other  skirmishers, 
into  whose  line  they  ran,  and  some  got  away.    None  of  our  men  were 
wounded,  although  one  or  two  were  struck  by  spent  balls. 
Kespectfully,  yours, 

F.  A.  baktleso:n^, 

Colonel  One  hundredth  Illinois, 
Capt.  E.  E.  Kerstetter, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Fifteenth  Brigade j  Sixth  Division, 


Hdqrs.  One  hundredth  Illinois  Vol.  Infantry, 
On  the  Battle-field,  near  Murfreeshoroughj  Tenn,,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  One  hundredth  Eegiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  during  De- 
cember 31,  1862 : 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  1862,  while  a  portion  of  General 
Van  elevens  command  were  returning  from  the  ford  of  the  creek  (which 
up  to  that  time  had  been  guarded  by  the  One  hundredth  Illinois  arfd 
Fifty-eighth  Indiana),  not  carrying  out  their  original  intention  of  cross- 
ing, my  regiment  was  ordered  to  follow,  in  column  of  companies,  the 
Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  which  w^e  did,  and,  moving  with  them  toward  the 
right,  we  at  last  took  our  position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  Indiana  and  in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  amid  a 
scene  of  almost  indescribable  confusion,  other  regiments  moving  among 
us,  ambulances  and  wagons  hurrying  to  the  rear,  and  scattered  cavalry- 
men and  negroes,  urging  their  horses  to  their  utmost  speed,  seeking  a 
place  of  safety.  We  moved  with  the  brigade  farther  on,  until  we  came 
within  the  range  of  the  enemy's  cannon,  and  were  exposed  for  a  time 
to  a  heavy  cross-fire  of  artillery. 

After  remaining  thus  for  a  short  time,  the  fire  on  the  right  becoming 
momentarily  heavier,  I  moved,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  across  the  rail- 
road, the  regiment  resting  at  right  angles  with  the  road,  the  right  wing 
on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  the  left  wing  on  the  left  of  it.  I  noticed 
at  this  time,  and  shortly  before,  that  our  troops  on  the  right  were  fall- 
ing back,  belonging,  I  presume,  to  General  McCook's  corps,  and  I  was 
ordered  to  throw  my  men  parallel  to  the  railroad,  which  I  did. 

The  bank  of  the  excavation  being  too  high  for  a  part  of  the  regiment 
to  fire  in  that  position,  I  ordered  them  to  get  out  of  it  and  lie  down  on 
the  left  side  of  the  railroad.  The  firing  in  this  direction  was  pretty 
heavy,  but  my  men  were  not  called  on  to  reply.  I  observed  some  troops 
falling  back  in  considerable  confusion.  Some  of  them  were  rallied  and 
formed  in  the  excavation  we  had  left,  toward  my  right,  but  not  in  any 
considerable  number.  I  am  unable  to  say  who  they  were.  At  this 
point  a  shell,  which  killed  5  men  of  an  adjoining  regiment,  so  affected 
my  sergeant-major  that  be  is  bent  to  the  ground  with  an  injury  that 
will  pioba])ly  atfe(;t  him  for  life. 

i  had  noticed  about  this  time  that  the  firing  was  drawing  near  on  the 
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left  of  the  position  I  then  occupied,  parallel  with  the  railroad,  and  was 
apprehensive  that  our  troops  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  might  be  taken 
on  the  flank.  About  this  time  Colonel  Hazen,  of  the  brigade,  directed 
me  to  file  to  the  left.  Asking  hirr»  his  name,  and  being  myself  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  the  movement,  1  complied,  and  moved  for- 
ward in  a  line  at  right  angles  with  that  just  left,  until  I  came  up  with 
the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois,  Colonel  Casey.  We  halted  here, 
and  for  a  short  time  participated  in  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry,  which 
finally  ceased,  leaving  us  to  bear  nothing  except  a  cannonade,  which 
gradually  lulled.  There  was  another  regiment  at  this  time  behind  us, 
but  what  one  I  know  not.  After  a  short  time  this  was  withdrawn,  and 
I  was  left  alone  with  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois. 

There  was  at  this  point  an  open  space  (a  cotton  field)  in  our  front, 
and  in  a  short  time  I  discovered  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  on  the  other 
side,  across  the  field,  apparently  moving  to  attack  us.  The  One  hundred 
and  tenth  at  this  time  Ibrmed  on  my  left.  I  regarded  the  situation  as 
extremely  perilous,  and  informed  General  Hascall,  who  was  not  far 
distant,  of  the  same.  He  replied  that  he  saw  it  likewise,  but  we  must 
hold  it. 

Shortly  after,  a  force  of  our  own  was  thrown  across  the  field  in  our 
front,  but  was  soon  withdrawn.  Informing  my  men  that  this  was  a 
good  time  to  show  what  they  were  and  make  a  reputation,  and  announc- 
ing my  determination  to  them  that  they  should  stay  there,  I  ordered 
them  forward,  and  halted  them  at  the  edge  of  the  wood.  The  One 
hundred  and  tenth  said  they  would  stay  with  us,  and  moved  likewise. 
I  commanded  the  men  to  lie  down,  but  the  enemy,  having  necessarily 
discovered  us,  opened  upon  us  with  a  perfect  storm  of  shot,  shell,  and 
grape.  A  battery  of  our  own  in  a  short  time  replied  behind  us,  and 
for  the  space  of  three  or  four  hours  the  scene  was  fearful. 

Although  so  much  exposed,  I  cannot  but  be  thankful  that  we  suffered 
so  little,  commensurate  with  our  danger.  The  most  of  our  loss,  however, 
was  incurred  here.  Second  Lieutenant  Worthingham  was  instantly 
killed  by  a  shell.  Second  Lieutenant  Mitchell,  Company  A,  was  mor- 
tally wounded  in  the  hip  by  a  musket  or  rifle  ball,  of  which  he  after- 
ward died.  They  were  both  deserving  officers,  and  did  their  duty  nobly. 
Major  Hammond  had  a  narrow  escape,  having  the  skirts  of  his  coat 
torn  and  a  slight  wound  in  the  calf  of  his  leg.  First  Lieut.  George  Bez 
and  Second  Lieutenant  McDonald,  both  of  Company  C,  were  somewhat 
wounded,  but  I  think  not  severely.  First  Lieutenant  Kelley,  Company 
K,  was  wounded  severely  in  the  right  shoulder.  Second  Lieutenant 
McConnell,  Company  I,  was  somewhat  bruised  by  the  limb  of  a  tree 
striking  him  on  the  head,  but  has  since  returned  to  duty.  The  list 
accompanying  this  report  will  show  the  number  of  enlisted  men  and 
others  killed  and  wounded. 

Night  at  last  closed  in  and  ended  this  unequal  combat — unequal,  be- 
cause our  men  were  compelled,  to  a  great  extent,  to  be  spectators  and 
sufferers  without  being  allowed  to  be  actors  in  the  scene.  I  threw  out 
skirmishers  to  the  front  of  the  regiment,  and  the  men  were  ordered  to 
lie  down  on  their  arms  and  forbidden  to  make  fires.  Our  skirmishers 
soon  came  upon  the  enemy  seeking  his  wounded,  and,  through  misappre- 
hension, some  of  my  men  took  the  horse  of  a  rebel  surgeon  and  4  pris- 
oners. I  sent  the  horse  back,  and  directed  the  messenger  to  say,  with- 
out mentiouing  from  whom  the  message  came,  that  it  was  regretted  that 
the  men  were  taken,  but,  under  the  circumstances,  they  could  not  be 
released  at  present,  but  would  be  at  the  first  fitting  opportunity.  The 
men  themselves  were  quite  pleased  at  the  idea.    Two  more  were  jjrought 
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in  to  me,  being  reported  to  have  given  themselves  up  and  to  be  anxious 
to  leave  the  Confederate  service.  I  questioned  them,  and  finding  that 
it  was  entirely  voluntary  on  their  part,  I  sent  tliem  to  General  Hascall, 
who  took  charge  of  them.  I  also  sent  out  an  ambulance,  under  charge 
of  Dr.  Woodruff,  who  brought  in  a  number  of  our  own  wounded  from  the 
field.  The  others  the  next  day  I  sent  to  the  rear.  I  had  no  paper  on 
which  to  express  the  facts  ]  but  if  they  can  be  identified  hereafter  (as 
they  can  be  by  some  of  mj^  regiment)  they  ought  to  be  returned. 

Becapitulation  of  killed  and  wounded. 


Commissioned  officers  . . 

Enlisted  men 

Non-commissioned  staff. 


Total 

Aggregate 


0 


6 

32 
1 


39 


45 


Of  the  above,  one  commissioned  oflBcer  died  shortly  after.  I  have  not 
included  in  the  above  some  of  those  who  have  been  killed  and  wounded 
from  among  men  detailed  from  the  regiment  in  other  parts  of  the  service. 
Troops,  I  think,  could  not  have  behaved  better  than  did  the  One  hun- 
dredth. Considering  that  it  was  a  new  regiment ;  that  since  being  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service  its  time  has  been  almost  entirely 
consumed  in  marching,  precluding  proper  opportunities  of  drilling,  and 
that  its  officers  generally  were  new,  it  must  be  confessed,  I  trust  and 
think,  it  did  well.  Where  all  did  well,  then,  it  is  unnecessary  to  specify 
individual  cases. 

Respectfully, 

F.  A.  BARTLESON, 
Colonel  One  hundredth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Gapt.  Edmund  R.  Kerstetter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Fifteenth  Brigade. 


Headquarters  One  hundredth  Illinois  Infantry, 

January  5,  1863. 

The  following  is  a  continuation  of  my  report  after  December  31, 1862, 
commencing  with  the  operations  of  January  1,  being  supplementary  to 
a  report  just  made  to  General  Hascall,  through  his  adjtitant-general : 

Very  early  the  next  morning  (January  1,  1863)  we  were  ordered  to 
change  our  position,  which  we  did,  but  nothing  was  done  that  day. 
About  9  or  10  p.  m.  an  order  came  to  proceed  to  the  front,  which  we  did, 
in  conjunction  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  and  relieved  the  Pioneer 
Corps,  which  was  on  duty  there.  Everything  passed  ofiP  quietly  at 
night,  but  in  the  morning,  while  my  regiment,  which  had  been  in  the 
front  line  all  night,  was  being  relieved  by  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  the 
enemy  opened  upon  us  with  artillerj^ 

We  took  up  our  posi,tion,  notwithstanding,  and  were  subjected,  for  a 
considerable  space  of  time,  to  one  of  the  most  severe  fires  that  troops 
can  experience.    The  men  lay  in  that  position  all  day,  without  rations 
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that  day  or  the  night  before,  and  sunk  deep  in  the  mud.  This  made  the 
second  night  without  sleep,  and,  one  might  say,  almost  without  food. 
Private  George  H.  Atkins,  Company  K,  was  killed  by  a  solid  shot, 
which  penetrated  him  and  severed  his  arm  from  his  body. 

We  were  here  the  spectators,  to  a  considerable  extent,  of  the  fight  on 
the  left,  which  took  place  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d.  Near  dark  our 
regiment,  with  the  remainder  of  the  brigade,  after  being  formed  in  line, 
and  our  skirmishers  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  proceeded  to  ford  the 
creek  on  the  left,  which  we  did,  and  at  last  bivouacked  in  a  terrible  rain 
for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  January  3,  with  the  rest  of  our  brigade,  we  took 
our  position  behind  the  rail  barricades  or  breastworks,  relieving  the 
Twentieth  Brigade.  Nothing  transpired,  except  one  of  the  most  con- 
stant rains,  lasting  day  and  night.  Early  the  next  morning  we  recrossed 
to  our  present  position. 

Troops  could  noD  have  behaved  better  than  did  the  One  hundredth. 
Considering  that  it  is  a  new  regiment ;  that  its  time  has  been  mostly 
occupied  heretofore  in  marching,  furnishing  but  small  opportunity  for 
drilling ;  that  most  of  its  officers  were  new,  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  it  did  good  service.  Where  all  do  well,  it  is  unnecessary  to  specify 
individual  cases. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed :  Private  George  H.  Atkins,  Com- 
pany K. 

The  above  brings  down  the  report  to  the  time  of  occupying  this 
present  camp. 

EespectfuUy, 

F.  A.  BARTLESON, 
Colonel  One  hundredth  Illinois  Infantry. 

Capt.  J.  G.  Elwood, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Fifteenth  Brigade. 


No.  104. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  T.  Umbree,  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-eighth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

January  — ,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  In- 
diana Volunteers  came  under  my  command  on  the  evening  of  December 
31,  1862,  after  the  close  of  that  day's  action,  George  P.  Buell,  colonel  of 
the  regiment,  having  been  called  to  the  command  of  the  brigade. 

About  daybreak,  January  1, 1863,  this  regiment  received  orders  and 
took  position  as  part  of  the  reserve  on  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  and 
retained  that  position  during  the  entire  day,  and  consequently  was  not 
in  action. 

At  10  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  the  regiment  was  posted  on  the  front 
line,  in  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  and  retained  this  position  until  9  p.  m. 
January  2. 

During  this  time  the  regiment  was  not  engaged  in  action,  but  was, 
about  10  a.  m.,  January  2,  subjected  to  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's 
artillery,  discharging  into  its  ranks  a  large  number  of  solid  shot  and 
shell,  by  which  2  enlisted  men  were  severely  wounded. 

About  5  p.  m.  of  this  day  an  attack  was  made  by  the  enemy  on  the 
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right  flank  of  the  regiment,  while  the  regiment  was  being  moved  to  a 
new  position,  which  it  had  been  ordered  to  occupy.  The  front  of  the 
regiment  was  immediately  changed,  and  skirmishers  thrown  forward  to 
meet  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy,  and  soon  succeeded  in  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  field  without  loss  to  the  regiment.  At  9  p.  m.,  January 
2,  the  regiment,  in  pursuance  of  orders  received,  crossed  the  river  on 
the  left,  and  took  position  on  the  front  line  of  the  left  wing  of  our  army, 
which  position  it  held  until  the  morning  of  January  4,  when  it  was 
moved  to  its  present  position  in  the  field,  in  the  rear  of  the  army. 

During  the  time  the  regiment  held  position  south  of  Stone's  Eiver — 
the  night  of  the  2d  and  the  day  and  night  of  January  3 — the  regi- 
ment was  not  engaged  in  action. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  during  the  time  covered  by  this  report  was 
but  2  enlisted  men,  wounded. 
Respectfully, 

JAMES  T.  EMBREE, 
Lieutenant' Colonel,  Comdg.  Fifty -eighth  Regt,  India/iia  Vol8» 
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Report  of  Col.  Samuel  McKee,  Third  Kentucky  Infantry,  of  skirmishes 
near  La  Vergne  and  Stewards  Greek  Bridge,  Beeember  27. 

Headquarters  Third  Kentucky  Infantry, 

Stewarfs  Creek,  Tenn.,  December  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  HascaU, 
commanding  Fifteenth  Brigade,  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  on  yesterday,  at 
a  point  about  one-half  mile  west  of  the  town  of  La  Yergne,  I  posted  my 
regiment  in  the  rear  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteers,  forming  the 
right  of  the  rear  line  of  the  Fifteenth  Brigade.  In  this  position  I  moved 
forward  through  the  town  to  a  point  about  IJ  miles  east,  along  the  right 
of  the  Murfreesborough  pike.  Here  my  regiment  was  ordered  forward 
to  relieve  the  ^ifty-eighth  Indiana.  On  taking  the  position  in  advance, 
thereby  becoming  the  right  of  the  front  line,  Companies  A  (Lieutenant 
Powell),  B  (Lieutenant  Hogan),  and  0  (Captain  Ralston),  all  under  the 
command  of  Major  Collier,  were  deployed,  and  at  once  thrown  forward 
to  relieve  the  skirmishers  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana.  These  compa- 
nies had  no  sooner  taken  their  positions  and  commenced  to  advance 
than  they  were  met  by  a  galling  fire  from  the  rebels,  ambuscaded  be- 
hind a  dense  thicket  of  cedar.  Their  fire  was  promptly  returned  with 
such  effect  as  to  drive  the  enemy  at  once  in  confusion  from  their  hiding 
place.  But  they  being  mounted,  whilst  we  were  afoot,  were  enabled 
readily  [to  avail  themselves]  of  every  advantage  of  position  that  pre- 
sented itself  from  the  time  we  first  met  them  until  we  reached  this  place. 
Driven  from  one  shelter  they  quickly  sought  another,  but  at  no  point 
tarried  longer  than  to  receive  one  or  two  rounds  from  their  pursuers. 

Major  Collier  was  constantly,  and  with  great  gallantry,  riding  from 
one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  encouraging  the  skirmishers  forward, 
and  to  him  is  attributable  the  fact  that  we  were  enabled  to  steadily  [press] 
forward,  though  the  ground  over  which  we  had  to  pass  was  a  continuous 
succession  of  dense  thickets  and  soft  corn  ground,  both  rendered  almost 
entirely  impassable,  except  by  the  most  devious  routes,  by  a  drenching 
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rain,  which  fell  upon  us  in  torrents,  from  the  time  my  regiment  took  the 
front  until  reaching  this  point,  a  distance  of  about  3 J  miles. 

During  the  advance  the  enemy  were  dislodged  from  not  less  than  five 
or  Six  of  their  hiding  places.  They  frequently  retained  their  fire  until 
we  K  id  approached  within  less  than  100  paces.  They  having  the  ad- 
vantage of  both  short  range  and  deliberate  aim,  yet  we  were  so  shielded 
by  an  overruling  Providence  that  not  a  single  casualty  happened  my 
entire  regiment,  though  several  were  known  to  befall  the  enemy.  But 
their  number  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

Of  all  the  achievements  of  the  day,  that  happening  at  this  point  was 
the  most  fortunate  for  the  successful  advance  of  the  army,  and  the  one 
for  which  the  parties  engaged  should  be  most  commended.  On  ap- 
proaching Stewart's  Creek,  which  at  this  place  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  ford  at  this  season,  the  skirmishers  discovered  that  the  retreating 
rebels  had,  some  moments  before,  fired  the  bridge ;  the  flames  were  al- 
ready reaching  high  in  the  air  j  our  battery  and  one  of  the  enemy,  both 
posted  on  the  pike  on  opposite  sides  of  the  bridge,  were  shelling  each 
other,  many  of  the  missiles  from  both  falling  on  and  near  the  bridge, 
and  within  rifle  shot  on  the  east  of  the  creek  stood  a  company  of  rebel 
cavalry.  The  moment  was  critical.  Captain  Ealston  called  for  volun- 
teers to  extinguish  the  flames.  Without  the  least  hesitation.  Major 
Collier's  entire  line,  with  a  number  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  then  near 
the  same  point,  rushed  forward,  and  in  a  moment  extinguished  the  flame 
and  saved  the  bridge,  all  escaping  unhurt. 

I  was  soon  after  ordered  by  General  Hascall  to  post  my  entire  regi- 
ment as  a  guard  to  the  bridge.    I  at  once  moved  up  the  rest  of  my  com- 
mand, and  have  them  now  posted  at  this  point. 
Yery  respectfully, 

SAM.  McKEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Third  Kentucky  Infantry, 

Oapt.  Edmund  E.  Kjerstetter, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Reports  of  Maj.  Daniel  B.  Collier,  Third  Kentuclcy  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Third  Kegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorongh,  Tenn.,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Milo  S.  Hascall,  commanding  brigade,  I 
herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Third  Regiment  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers  in  the  action  at  this  place  on  Wednesday,  December 
31,  1862. 

At  10  a.  m.  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  form,  and  was  marched  to 
its  first  x)osition  on  the  east  of  the  railroad,  fronting  toward  the  right 
of  our  army,  where  the  battle  was  raging  fiercest,  and  our  forces,  over- 
whelmed by  superior  numbers,  were  falling  back,  contesting  stubbornly, 
inch  by  inch,  the  ground  which  they  were  forced  to  give  up.  Our  regi- 
ment, with  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  on  our 
right,  formed  the  front  line,  while  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Indiana 
Volunteers,  with  the  One  hundredth  Illinois  Volunteers  on  its  right, 
formed  the  second  line. 

We  lay  in  that  position  until  about  10.30  o'clock,  when  we  were  or- 
dered to  the  front  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Hazen's  brigade,  which  was 


Ohap.  xxxn.]  THE  stone's  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  489 

being  attacked  by  greatly  superior  numbers.  We  crossed  the  railroad, 
and,  marching  by  the  right  flank  at  double-quick,  filed  to  the  right 
across  the  turnpike,  and  formed  in  an  open  field  on  the  right  of  the 
Ninth  Indiana,  of  Colonel  Hazen's  brigade,  our  left  resting  on  the  turn- 
pike. The  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  and  immediately  the  firing 
commenced,  the  enemy  having  advanced  in  two  lines  to  within  200 
yards  of  our  position. 

We  held  our  position  under  a  galling  cross-fire  until  1  p.  m.,  when,  a 
regiment  which  had  formed  on  our  right  giving  way,  we  were  ordered 
to  fall  back  about  25  yards  across  the  turnpike,  to  guard  against  a  flank 
movement  which  the  enemy  threatened  from  the  woods  on  our  right. 

We  occupied  our  new  position  about  an  hour,  when,  our  ammunition 
having  been  entirely  expended  and  the  guns  becoming  so  foul  that  it 
was  impossible  to  load  them,  we  were  ordered  to  fall  behind  the  rail- 
road, about  50  yards  in  rear  of  our  old  position,  to  fix  bayonets  and 
receive  the  enemy,  should  they  approach  nearer,  with  cold  steel. 

We  lay  in  this  position  until  4  p.  m.,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  rear 
to  replenish  our  stock  of  ammunition  and  clean  the  guns.  We  marched 
half  a  mile  to  the  rear,  and  had  scarcely  filled  our  cartridge-boxes  and 
wiped  out  the  guns  when  we  were  called  upon  by  the  commanding  officer 

of battery  to  support  him  against  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy, 

who  were  approaching  our  left  from  the  east  side  of  the  river.  A  few 
rounds  from  the  battery  caused  the  enemy  to  retire. 

We  were  in  line  on  the  left  of  the  battery  when  General  Kosecrans 
came  up,  and  in  person  ordered  us  to  advance  and  take  position  in  a 
corn  field  within  about  200  yards  of  the  river.  This  position  we  held 
until  about  2  a.  m.  of  Thursday,  the  men  lying  on  their  arms. 

The  regiment  went  into  the  fight  with  Samuel  McKee,  colonel  com- 
manding; Maj.  Daniel  K.  Collier,  acting  lieutenant  colonel,  and  Adjt. 
W.  A.  Bullitt,  acting  major.  There  were  in  the  regiment  13  officers  of 
the  line  and  300  men,  rank  and  file. 

Colonel  McKee  fell  at  11  o^clock,  after  we  had  been  engaged  half  an 
hour,  and  when  the  contest  was  at  his  height.  A  minie  ball  striking 
him  over  the  right  eye,  he  fell  from  his  horse  and  expired  almost  im- 
mediately. A  truer  patriot,  a  braver  man,  or  better  Christian  never 
fell  fighting  in  defense  of  truth  and  liberty — worshipped  by  his  men, 
respected  and  loved  by  the  officers,  our  colonel  would  have  desired  no 
fitter  mausoleum  than  that  in  the  midst  of  dead  and  dying  comrades. 

I  was  wounded  twice  during  the  engagement,  but  did  not  leave  the 
field.  The  horse  of  Adjutant  Bullitt  was  shot  under  him.  Our  hos- 
pital was  captured  by  the  enemy  about  12  m.,  and  our  surgeon.  Hector 
Owens,  was  taken  prisoner,  but  released  after  having  been  kept  four 
days.  Our  men  and  officers,  without  exception,  acted  bravely,  and  to 
give  you  a  list  of  those  who  distinguished  themselves  would  be  but  to 
give  you  our  muster-roll. 

Out  of  13  officers  of  the  line,  9  were  disabled ;  of  the  enlisted  men, 
there  were  killed,  12 ;  wounded,  77 ;  missing,  34.     Total,  123. 

Many  of  the  wounded  have  died  since  the  report  was  compiled.  The 
number  of  killed  and  wounded  is  here  stated  as  it  was  the  day  of  the 
fight. 

Respectfully, 

DANIEL  E.  COLLIER, 
Major^  Commanding  Third  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Cap*].  Edmund  R.  Kerstetter, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Fifteenth  Brigade. 


490  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  7A.      Chap. 

Headquarters  Third  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Near  Murfreeshorough^  Tenn.^  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  Ool.  George  P.  Buell,  I  herewith  submit  a  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  the  Third  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers  in  the 
action  on  Thursday,  January  1. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Buell,  I  moved  my  regiment,  at  2  a.  m.,  west  of 
the  railroad,  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the  One  hundredth  Illinois,  the 
Fifty-eighth  Indiana  and  Twenty -sixth  Ohio  in  our  rear.  We  remained 
here  all  day,  ready  at  any  time  to  meet  an  attack,  but  nothing  of  note 
took  place,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  shell  passing  over  the 
regiment,  which  we  shielded  ourselves  from  by  lying  flat  on  the  ground. 

At  8  p.  m.  we  moved  to  a  skirt  of  woods  about  500  yards  to  the  front, 
and  relieved  the  Third  Battalion  of  Pioneers,  where  we  remained  during 
the  night. 

Friday,  January  2,  we  remained  in  the  position  occupied  the  night 
previous,  and  during  part  of  the  time  w^ere  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries. 

About  5  p.  m.  we  marched,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  across  the 
river,  where  we  formed  in.  line  in  an  open  field.  After  standing  under 
arms  for  some  time  in  a  drenching  rain,  we  withdrew  to  a  skirt  of  woods 
on  the  right  of  our  position,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Saturday,  January  3,  about  7  a.  m.,  we  marched  to  the  front,  and  took 
position  in  the  second  line  in  rear  of  the  fortifications,  where  we  remained 
until  about  1  p.  m.,  when  we  moved  forward  and  occupied  the  position 
previously  held  by  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  where  we  remained  until 
about  2  a.  m. 

Sunday,  January  4,  we  recrossed  the  river  about  2  a.  m.,  and  went 
into  camp  on  the  west  of  the  railroad.    The  day  was  mostly  spent  in 
gathering  up  and  burying  the  dead. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

DANIEL  E.  OOLLIEE, 

Major,  Commanding, 

Capt.  J.  G.  Elwood, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Fifteenth  Brigade, 
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Reports  of  Capt.  William  R.  Squires,  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Infantry,  including 
skirmishes  at  La  Vergne  and  on  the  Murfreeshorough  pike,  at  Stewards 
Creek  Bridge. 

Hdqrs.  Twenty^-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

In  Field,  near  La  Vergne,  December  28,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  performed 
by  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  my  command,  on 
the  27th  instant : 

Between  11  and  12  o'clock  I  first  received  orders  to  form  the  regiment 
in  line  of  battle,  and  deploy  my  flanking  companies  as  skirmishers.  This 
being  executed,  and  the  order  to  advance  being  given,  my  skirmishers 
were  ordered  to  enter  La  Vergne  at  a  double-quick.  On  reaching  the 
edge  of  the  town,  the  firing  on  them  became  very  severe,  and  at  this 
point  I  received  the  order  to  advance  my  regiment  at  a  double-quick 
and  clear  the  town.  This  was  performed  by  the  regiment  to  my  entire 
satisfaction.    Having  passed  the  town,  the  regiment,  owing  to  the  dense 
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woods  and  the  difficulty  of  seeing  our  proper  position,  obliqued  too  far 
to  the  left,  and  a  part  of  it  was  thrown  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and 
eucountered  considerable  opposition  from  a  force  of  the  enemy^s  cav- 
alry, which  were  finally  driven  forward.  After  dispersing  this  body  of 
cavalry,  I  received  orders  to  move  over  to  the  turnpike,  which  I  did, 
and  was  there  relieved  by  the  One  hundredth  Illinois  Volunteers,  which 
I  was  then  ordered  to  support.  I  then  advanced  on  a  line  with  the 
Fifty-eighth  Indiana  to  the  present  point,  and,  in  obedience  to  or- 
ders, was  moving  my  regiment  to  the  rear  for  the  purpose  of  camp- 
ing, when  I  received  orders  to  change  front  and  form  on  line  with  the 
One  hundredth  Illinois,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy ^s  cavalry, 
which,  at  this  time,  were  endeavoring  to  escape  by  cutting  their  way 
through  to  the  turnpike  in  advance  of  our  forces.  This  force  of  the 
enemy  having  escaped  by  passing  to  the  left  of  the  line,  I  was  ordered 
to  camp  my  regiment.  I  regret  to  report  the  following  loss  of  enlisted 
men  in  my  regiment,  nearly  all  of  which  occurred  during  the  execution 
of  the  order  to  charge  through  the  town,  viz :  Company  A,  1  man 
wounded  j  Company  B,  2  wounded  j  Company  C,  1  wounded  j  Company 
D,  2  wounded;  Company  F,  1  killed  and  2  wounded;  Company  H,  4 
wounded;  Company  I,  3  wounded ;  Company  K,  2  wounded  ;  total,  17 
wounded  and  1  killed.  In  considering  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  regiment  went  into  the  engagement,  to  wit,  with  but  1  acting  field 
officer,  1  acting  staff  officer,  11  commissioned  line  officers,  and  380  men, 
under  arms,  and  the  fact  of  the  men  being  heavily  laden,  their  clothes 
and  contents  of  knapsacks  being  very  wet,  I  have  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  their  conduct.  I  would  also  report  the  fact  that  Captain 
Ewing,  of  Company  B,  and  in  command  of  my  skirmishers,  not  having 
received  the  order  to  return  to  the  regiment  when  relieved  by  the  com- 
panies of  the  One  hundredth  Illinois,  remained  in  advance  of  the  skir- 
mishers of  the  One  hundredth,  and,  with  the  men  under  his  command 
and  the  assistance  of  a  few  of  the  skirmishers  of  the  Third  Kentucky, 
saved  the  bridge  a  half  a  mile  to  our  front  and  on  the  main  pike.  Not 
having  received  any  report  from  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  my  wounded, 
I  am  unable  to  state  the  character  of  their  wounds,  though  most  of  them 
are  reported  to  be  severe.  In  numbers,  however,  I  believe  the  list  of 
casualties  to  be  perfectly  correct. 

My  company  officers  deserve  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  their  efforts 
and  the  success  attained  in  keeping  the  men  ^ell  in  hand  and  perfectly 
cool. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vours,  verv  respectfully, 

W.  H.  SQUIRES, 
Commanding  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Capt.  Edmund  E.  Kerstetter. 


Hd^rs.  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

In  Fields  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  movements  on  the  part 
of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  on  January  1 : 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back  with  my 
regiment  from  the  position  in  which  I  had  been  placed  by  Colonel  Wag- 
ner and  join  the  Fifteenth  Brigade.  We  were  then  drawn  back  and 
formed  a  reserve  near  and  at  right  angles  to  the  railroad. 

At  night  the  regiment  was  thrown  across  the  railroad  and  into  a  hol- 
low, for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  men  to  build  fires. 
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At  9  p.  m.  we  were  ordered  forward  to  relieve  che  Pioneer  Brigade, 
and  the  regiment  was  formed  in  rear  of  the  Fifty -eighth  Indiana  as  a 
support.  This  position  was  held  all  night.  There  were  no  casualties 
in  the  regiment  on  this  day. 

On  the  morning  of  January  2,  the  regiment  was  ordered  forward  to 
relieve  the  One  hundredth  Illinois  and  support  the  Eighth  Indiana  Bat- 
tery, on  our  left  flank,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  Battery,  on  the  center  and 
right.  Immediately  after  taking  this  position  the  batteries  of  the  enemy 
opened  on  our  artillery,  and  severe  fighting  ensued. 

During  the  day  the  enemy^s  skirmishers,  advancing  under  cover,  an- 
noyed our  line,  and  were  twice  driven  back  by  our  own  skirmishers. 
Immediately  after  sundown  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  were  thrown 
across  the  creek,  and,  being  held  in  reserve,  were  thrown  back  into  the 
woods  and  allowed  fires. 

The  casualties  of  this  day  were  2  men  killed  and  8  wounded,  most  of 
which  were  caused  by  the  artillery  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  January  3,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  relieve 
the  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  and  occupy  the  breastworks 
built  during  the  previous  night.  In  this  position  the  regiment  remained 
during  the  day  and  night,  nothing  of  interest  occurring  and  no  casual- 
ties taking  place. 

On  the  morning  of  January  4,  the  regiment  recrossed  the  creek  and 
was  placed  in  camp  in  the  present  position. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  add  that  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry entered  into  the  engagement  of  December  31  with  374  guns,  and 
lost  during  the  interval  a  total  of  1  commissioned  officer  killed  and  2 
wounded,  and  9  enlisted  men  killed  and  72  wounded.  Many  others 
were  struck,  and  so  slightly  wounded  as  not  to  unfit  them  for  duty,  and 
are,  therefore,  not  mentioned  in  this  report. 

I  cannot  mention  in  particular  any  of  my  officers,  as  each  one  seemed 
to  vie  with  the  other  in  deeds  and  examples  of  good  conduct.  The  men, 
with  a  very  few  exceptions,  behaved  nobly,  though  a  few,  I  regret  to 
say,  skulked  to  the  rear. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  SQUIRES, 
Captain,  Commanding  Twenty -sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Captain  Elwood, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Fifteenth  Brigade, 


No.  108. 

Report  of  Col.  George  D.  Wagner,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry,  command 

ing  Second  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Left  Wing, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
On  the  Field,  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  to  the  position  and 
part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  great  battle  of  the  last  few  days : 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo  my  command  was  formed  in  order 
of  battle,  the  right  resting  on  the  Murfreesborough  road,  about  2  miles 
Xcom  the  town,  and  the  left  resting  to  the  left  of  the  railroad;  one 
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section  of  Oox's  battery  commanding  the  pike,  the  remainder  of  the 
battery  posted  so  as  to  command  either  side  of  the  railroad. 

While  in  this  position  I  received  an  order  to  move  forward.  My 
^skirmishers  immediately  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  the 
enemy^s  artillery  shelling  my  lines.  There  was  a  fearful  battle  going 
on  at  this  time  on  oar  extreme  right.  I  received  orders  to  proceed  no 
farther,  but,  if  attacked,  to  hold  my  position.  General  HascalPs  and 
Colonel  Barker's  brigades  were  posted  on  my  left,  but  were  soon  after 
withdrawn  j  this  made  it  necessary  to  extend  my  lines  to  the  left,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  enemy  crossing  Stone's  Kiver  at  a  ford  which  had  been 
held  by  Colonel  Harker,  and  that  I  was  now  ordered  to  hold  at  all 
hazards  b^^  General  Wood. 

1  accordingly  moved  all  my  brigade  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  with 
one  section  of  Cox's  battery  at  the  railroad ;  the  other  sections  were 
posted  directly  in  front  of  the  ford,  on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  supported  by 
the  Fifty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  in  such  position  as  to  rake 
the  front  both  to  the  right  and  left.  Directly  in  front  of  this  position, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  on  an  elevation  defended  by  earth- 
works, were  posted  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and  a  large  force  of 
infantry,  under  command  of  General  Breckinridge.  This  was  mainly 
the  position  of  my  command  when  the  enemy  made  the  first  vigorous 
assault  in  front,  which,  after  a  long  and  continued  struggle,  was  re- 
pulsed with  great  slaughter  of  the  enemy,  but  to  return  in  still  greater 
force. 

Learning  that  General  Hascall,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  was  hard 
pressed,  I  sent  the  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  to  re-enforce  him,  which  did 
good  service  as  they  took  position  on  the  flank,  and  were  sheltered  by 
the  nature  of  the  ground  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  which  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  raking  our  lines  from  the  woods  on  the  right. 
Colonel  Lane  maintained  this  position  throughout  the  day.  The  enemy 
at  this  time  had  gained  the  woods  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  I 
ordered  the  Fifteenth  Indiana,  supported  by  the  Fifty-seventh  Indiana, 
to  advance  to  meet  them.  Captain  Cox's  battery,  supported  by  the 
Fortieth  Indiana,  opened  on  them  with  canister  and  soon  drove  them 
back.  At  the  same  time  they  were  repulsed  in  front  by  General  Has- 
call, but  only  to  return,  as  before,  in  greater  force,  this  time  evidently 
determined  to  carry  my  position,  as  a  brigade  was  thrown  on  this  side 
of  the  river,  under  cover  of  the  woods  in  my  front,  at  only  about  300 
yards  distant. 
'  Cox's  battery  had  exhausted  nearlj^  all  of  their  ammunition,  and  had 
tried  in  vain  to  procure  more,  which  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  rely 
mainly  on  the  infantry  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  this  position.  I  pre- 
ferred making  the  attack  myself  rather  than  waiting  an  assault  from 
them.  I  ordered  forward  the  Fifteenth  Indiana,  supported  by  the  Fifty - 
seventh  Indiana,  being  all  the  troops  I  had  in  hand,  the  Fortieth  Indiana 
being  hotly  engaged  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  with  the  left  resting 
upon  the  river,  so  as  to  completely  enfilade  the  enemy's  line. 

At  this  time  Colonel  Hines  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Leunard,  of  the 
Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  were  severely  wounded,  and  had  to  leave  the 
field.  From  this  position  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood,  com- 
manding Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  to  charge  the  enemy  at  a  double- 
quick,  and  nobly  did  he  and  his  men  execute  the  order,  killing,  wound- 
ing, and  capturing  nearly  one  entire  regiment,  and  driving  two  others 
in  utter  rout  from  the  field ;  and  nobly  was  the  movement  seconded  by 
the  Fifty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  although  they  had  lost  all  their 
field  ofiicers ;  they  poured  volley  after  volley  into  the  enemy,  thereby 
aiding  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  movements.    Captain  Cox's  battery 
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gave  them  the  last  shot  they  had  in  the  locker,  thereby  making  the  rout 
complete. 

The  Fifteenth  Indiana  lost  in  this  charge  about  30  killed  and  near  100 
wounded;  but  the  rebels  were  not  yet  whipped,  as  they  returned  again 
in  force,  my  infantry  slowly  retiring  and  fighting  their  way  back.  By 
this  time  we  were  prepared  for  their  reception,  as  Captain  Cox  had  pro- 
cured some  ammunition,  and  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Estep's  Eighth  In- 
diana Battery  into  position  with  four  guns ;  when  the  enemy  came 
within  canister  range,  they  were  literally  swept  away  and  driven  back 
In  utter  confusion.  The  artillery  was  supported  at  this  time  by  the 
Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  under  command  of  the  gallant  Major  Squires.' 

Night  coming  on  put  an  end  to  the  conflict ;  and  allow  me  to  say  I 
found  my  command  as  far  to  the  front  as  they  were  in  the  morning,  and 
the  noble  dead  of  this  brigade  lay  nearer  the  enemy's  position  than  that 
of  any  other.  It  must  be  remembered  that  during  the  entire  day  the 
enemy^s  guns  directly  in  my  front,  at  1 ,000  yards  distant,  and  defended 
by  earthworks  from  the  effect  of  our  artillery,  kept  up  a  continual  lire 
of  shot  and  shell,  and  every  movement  of  my  troops  had  to  be  made 
under  this  fearful  fire.  And  I  desire  thus  publicly  to  state  of  the  men 
of  my  command  that  in  this  trying  ordeal  they  proved  themselves 
soldiers  of  the  highest  order.  They  remained  in  this  position  during 
the  night  without  fire,  shivering  with  cold  as  they  lay  upon  the  bloody 
field,  yet  not  a  murmur  escaped  them. 

To  Captain  Cox's  battery,  officers  and  men,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for 
the  result  of  this  day ;  they  were  under  a  continual  fire,  and  much  of  it 
a  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  was  securely  protected, 
while  Captain  Cox  was  in  an  open  field,  without  even  a  tree  to  screen 
him  from  view;  yet  when  their  ammunition  was  exhausted  the  only 
cry  of  the  captain  and  his  men  was  for  more  ammunition. 

The  morning  of  the  1st,  in  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Has- 
call,  I  formed  my  command  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Beatty's  division, 
whose  left  rested  upon  the  river,  some  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the 
position  of  the  day  before,  with  Colonel  Harker  upon  my  right.  Soon 
after  daylight  the  enemy  attacked  us  warmly,  but  were  soon  driven  off 
by  the  artillery. 

My  advance  still  held  the  grove  on  the  left  of  my  position  of  the  3 1st 
ultimo,  which  the  enemy  seemed  determined  to  drive  me  from.  I  re- 
enforced  this  point  and  held  it  during  the  day,  although  repeatedly 
attacked  by  the  enemy. 

Things  remained  in  this  position  until  the  morning  of  the  2d.  The 
enemy  having,  during  the  night,  thrown  across  the  river  in  our  front  a 
large  force,  they  opened  upon  our  lines  with  a  fearful  storm  of  artillery, 
which,  however,  did  but  little  execution  on  my  lines,  but  was  directed 
to  Colonel  Harker's  command,  on  my  right.  They  were  soon  silenced 
and  driven  off  by  our  artillery.  The  enemy  again  attempted  to  drive 
my  men  from  the  woods  on  the  left.  I  obtained  re- enforcements  for 
that  position  from  General  Cruft,  which  enabled  us  to  hold  that  position 
until  the  attack  in  the  evening,  made  upon  Colonel  Beatty,  when  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Hascall  to  cross  the  river  to  his  support.  When 
we  arrived  on  the  opposite  side  the  enemy  were  already  repulsed. 

Night  coming  on,  we  lay  upon  the  field.  The  troops  under  my  com- 
mand were  not  engaged  on  the  4th. 

Allow  me,  in  closing  this  report,  to  say  that,  with  one  single  excep- 
tion, the  commanders  of  regiments  and  field  officers  showed  themselves 
worthy  of  the  positions  they  hold.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood,  Fifteenth 
Indiana,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him  ;  Colonel  Lane,  Ninety- seventh 
Ohio,  behaved  with  the  coolness  of  a  veteran  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff, 
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commanding  Fortieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  unfortunately  was  wounded 
early  in  the  action,  devolving  the  command  on  Major  Leaming,  to  whom 
I  am  under  obligations  for  the  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  regi- 
ment 5  Colonel  Hines,  Fifty-seventh  Indiana,  was  wounded  about  the 
middle  of  the  afternoon,  while  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  gallantly 
leading  them  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lennard 
was  wounded  about  the  same  time,  devolving  the  command  of  that  regi- 
ment on  Captain  McGraw,  who  deserves  special  commendation  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  performed  his  trust. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  name  the  officers  who  did  well,  as  they 
nearly  all  did  so,  but  will  leave  with  the  regimental  commanders  the 
duty  of  doing  them  justice,  but  must  be  allowed  to  pay  one  last  tribute 
to  the  noble  dead.  Captains  Foster  and  Templeton,  of  the  Fifteenth  In- 
diana, who  fell  while  leading  their  men  in  the  charge  upon  the  foe. 
May  their  country  not  forget  them. 

The  exception  above  alluded  to  in  nay  commendation  of  officers  was 
Col.  J.  W.  Blake,  Fortieth  Indiana  Yofunteers,  who,  upon  the  field,  be- 
came so  intoxicated  as  to  be  entirely  unfit  for  duty.  I  ordered  him  to 
report  to  General  Wood  under  arrest,  since  which  time  I  have  not  seen 
him,  but  report  says  he  is  in  ISTashville  a  paroled  prisoner.  This  was 
about  noon  on  the  31st,  before  his  regiment  had  become  engaged. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows : 

The  Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteers — officers  killed,  2;  wounded,  7; 
enlisted  men  killed,  36;  wounded,  136;  missing,  7.  Total  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  188. 

The  Fifty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers — officers  wounded,  6;  enlisted 
men  killed,  11 ;  wounded,  55 ;  missing,  6.  Total  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  78. 

The  Fortieth  Indiana  Volunteers — officers  wounded,  5 ;  enlisted  men 
killed,  4 ;  wounded,  63  ;  missing,  13.  Total  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, 85. 

The  Ninety-seventh  Ohio  Volunteers — enlisted  men  killed,  3; 
wounded,  15;  missing,  6.     Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  24. 

Total  number  of  men  of  the  brigade  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
375;  total  number  of  men  engaged,  1,475;  number  of  men  for  duty  on 
the  morning  of  the  2d,  1,100. 

The  Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteers  captured  171  prisoners,  most  of 
them  belonging  to  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana. 

The  members  of  my  personal  staff*  present  on  the  field,  Capt.  rfenry 
C.  Tinney,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general^  Captain  Warren  and 
Lieut.  W.  M.  Casterline,  aides-de-camp,  and  of  my  escort,  rendered  me 
efficient  service  during  the  engagement,  frequently  carrying  orders 
through  such  a  storm  of  bullets  that  it  was  extremely  doubtful  whether 
they  would  live  to  deliver  them. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

G.  D.  WAGNER, 

Colonel  J  Commanding, 

No.  109. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  Gustavus  A.  Wood,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Fifteenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  9, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  you  herewith  a  report  of  the  opera- 
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tions  of  the  regiment  during  the  late  engagements  before  Murfrees- 
boron  gb. 

During  the  advance  on  the  enemy's  position  the  regiment  was  not 
actually  engaged  prior  to  the  31st  ultimo. 

On  the  29th,  Companies  B  and  F  were  in  advance  as  skirmishers,  and 
Company  F  had  1  man  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  while  supporting  Cox's  battery,  we  were 
ordered  to  take  and  hold  a  point  of  woods  on  the  (then)  extreme  left  of 
the  line.  Companies  G  and  F  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers. 
Finding  the  enemy  so  strong  that  the  skirmishers  could  not  dislodge 
him,  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  fix  bayonets  and  charge,  which  was  ex- 
ecuted in  a  most  brilliant  style,  driving  the  enemy  out  in  confusion, 
Killing  and  wounding  a  large  number,  and  taking  over  200  prisoners 
from  a  Louisiana  brigade,  having  in  it  the  Thirteenth,  Sixteenth,  and 
Twentieth  Louisiana  (among  others).  Being  unable,  from  insufficient 
force,  to  send  a  proper  guard,  a  portion  of  the  prisoners  escaped  while 
on  the  way  to  the  rear.  We,  however,  delivered  over  to  the  provost- 
marshal  170. 

The  enemy  having  been  completely  driven  out,  skirmishers  were  left 
to  hold  the  position,  and  the  regiment  was  withdrawn  in  order  to  escape 
the  heavy  raking  fire  which  the  enemy's  batteries  were  pouring  on  us. 
On  the  last  grand  advance  of  the  enemy,  when  their  right  was  in  fair 
range  of  the  woods,  the  regiment  again  took  the  position  and  held  it 
under  a  most  terrific  fire,  until  the  enemy  was  finallj^  routed  for  the 
day,  when  it  was  withdrawn,  for  the  same  reason  as  before.  By  your 
order  it  was  soon  after  i3laced  in  a  grove  to  the  left  of  our  last  position, 
where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

In  the  subsequent  engagements  the  regiment  was  not  actually  engaged, 
but  at  different  i:>eriod8  was  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's 
batteries,  during  which  several  men  were  killed  and  wounded.  All  be- 
haved nobly. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  I  should  mention  names  where  all  did  so 
well.  Captains  Foster  and  Templeton  died  gallantly  performing  their 
duty,  as  did  their  dead  comrades.  The  more  fortunate  living  were  fit 
compeers  for  the  noble  dead.  Major  Comj)aret  was  very  active  wherever 
duty  called  him.  Adjutant  Nicar  fearlessly  faced  the  fire  to  which 
the  command  was  exposed,  and,  in  addition,  volunteered  to  bear  mes- 
sages to  the  battery  and  other  exposed  places  in  the  rear  (I  having  no 
moi^^ted  man  for  that  purpose).  Captain  White,  Company  F,  having 
skirmishers  in  charge,  performed  his  dutj^  well  during  the  day,  and  at 
night  cheerfully  volunteered  to  do  the  i)icket  duty  for  the  command.  It 
may  be  proi3er  for  me  to  say  that  during  the  entire  time  of  privation  and 
fatigue  (being  ten  days'  continuous  duty  in  a  very  inclement  season)  the 
cheerfuluess  and  fortitude  of  the  men  was  only  equaled  by  their  courage 
on  the  field  of  battle. 

The  regiment  went  into  action  with  24  commissioned  officers  and  416 
enlisted  men  ;  aggregate,  440.  The  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing 
is  appended.* 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

G.  A.  WOOD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Col.  G.  D.  Wagner, 

Commanding  Ttcenty -first  Brigade. 


*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  212. 
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No.  110. 

Report  ofMaj.  Henry  Leaming^  Fortieth  Indiana  Infantry^  including  sJcir- 

mish  at  La  Yergne^  December  27. 

Headquarters  Fortieth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  26th  ultimo  the  Fortieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  commanded 
by  Col.  John  W.  Blake,  marched  from  Nashville,  in  the  direction  of 
Murfreesborough,  and  camped  near  the  village  of  La  Vergne,  the  pick- 
ets from  this  regiment  covering  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  one-half 
of  the  regiment  having  been  thrown  forward  for  this  purpose,  the  entire 
picket  line  of  the  brigade  being  made  the  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Neff,  of  this  regiment. 

The  night  passed  quietly,  but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  firing 
commenced  between  our  outposts  and  those  of  the  enemy  who  occupied 
the  village,  which  was  kept  up  briskly  for  some  time,  and  terminated 
with  a  few  rounds  of  artillery  firing  on  either  side.  The  regiment  had 
1  man  wounded  in  this  skirmish. 

At  about  midday  we  again  took  the  road,  and  without  further  casu- 
alty marched  to  Stewart's  Creek  and  encamped,  remaining  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th,  when  we  crossed  the  creek  and  moved  forward  amid 
occasional  skirmishing  till  arriving  about  2^  miles  from  Murfreesbor- 
ough, where  we  halted,  our  right  resting  on  the  turnpike  at  the  toll-gate, 
and  the  left  resting  on  the  railroad. 

We  remained  at  this  point  till  the  morning  of  the  31st  without  casu- 
alty, having  picketed  the  front  on  the  nights  of  the  29th  and  30th. 

On  the  31st  firing  was  heard  off  to  our  right  from  both  artillery  and 
small-arms,  indicating  an  important  movement  in  that  direction;  but 
the  regiment  made  no  change  of  position,  keeping  the  men  ready  for 
instant  action. 

About  9  a.  m,  the  troops  to  our  right  were  discovered  to  be  falling 
back,  and  we  were  ordered  to  retire  and  move  to  a  position  from  which 
we  could  advance  to  their  support.  The  enemy  were  soon  repulsed, 
however,  and  we  were  then  ordered  to  take  position  in  rear  of  Cox's  bat- 
tery, and  on  a  line  with  that  the  regiment  occupied  in  the  morning,  our 
right  resting  on  the  railroad,  the  left  extending  nearly  at  right  angles 
from  it.  In  this  position  we  were  exposed  to  the  fire  from  the  enemy's 
guns,  and  lost  some  men,  wounded. 

We  remained  here  but  a  short  time^  when  we  were  ordered  to  retire 
the  regiment  slowly,  which  order  was  about  being  executed  when  Gen- 
eral Palmer,  mistaking  the  Fortieth  for  the  Ninth  Indiana,  ordered  it  to 
remain.  Some  time  was  consumed  in  explaining  the  mistake,  which  kept 
the  regiment  to  the  rear  of  the  line  of  the  retiring  brigade.  The  move- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Fortieth  Indiana  was  being  executed  with  much 
confusion  and  greatly  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  company  officers,  as 
well  as  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff  and  myself,  the  confusion  arising  from 
the  intoxication  of  Colonel  Blake,  who  was  discovered  to  be  utterly 
unfit  to  command.  These  facts  were  reported  to  Colonel  Wagner,  who 
promptly  put  Colonel  Blake  in  arrest,  and  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Neff  to  assume  command. 

Shortly  thereafter  an  order  came  from  Colonel  Wagner  directing  that 
the  regiment  advance  at  once  and  engage  the  enemy;  but  this  order 
was  found  to  be  impracticable,  as  there  were  at  that  moment  two  lines 
immediately  in  front  of  us.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff,  however,  directed 
the  adjutant  to  say  to  the  officer  commanding  the  front  line  that  the 
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Fortieth  was  ready  to  relieve  him ;  but  it  was  ascertained  that  the  ene- 
my^s  guDS  engaging  this  line  were  silenced,  and  that  our  assistance  was 
not  required.  In  a  few  minutes  another  order  came  from  Colonel  Wag- 
ner, directing  the  regiment  to  the  support  of  General  HascalPs  brigade, 
which  was  now  engaging  the  enemy  and  occupying  the  ground  which 
we  had  been  resting  on  in  the  morning. 

The  regiment  was  reported  to  General  Hascall,  and  was  by  him  or- 
dered to  take  a  position,  with  the  right  resting  at  the  old  house  near 
the  toll-gate,  and  the  left  extending  across  the  railroad,  which  struck 
the  line  about  the  colors,  and  lie  down.  This  ground  being  elevated 
several  feet  above  that  occupied  by  the  front  line,  placed  the  regiment 
in  a  position  much  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  at  this 
time  very  heavy,  both  artillery  and  musketry.  Many  of  our  men  were 
wounded  here,  1  mortally,  and  3  were  killed  outright. 

It  was  while  lying  here  that  I  was  advised  that  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Neff  was  severely  wounded  in  the  arm,  and  had  quit  the  field  in  conse- 
quence thereof.  After  having  laid  about  three-fourths  of  an  hour  on 
this  spot,  we  were  ordered  to  relieve  the  Fifty- eighth  Indiana,  which 
occupied  the  advance  line  in  our  front.  I  called  up  the  regiment  and 
advanced  at  once,  notifying  the  officer  commanding  the  Fifty  eighth  of 
my  purpose.  The  Fifty-eighth  was  withdrawn  and  the  Fortieth  took 
their  place. 

For  some  minutes  after  getting  into  position  we  were  only  annoyed 
by  artillery  fire,  but  soon  we  observed  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  moving 
toward  us  in  order,  with  the  evident  intention  of  attacking  us.  On 
nearing  the  ruins  of  the  burned  brick  building  in  our  front,  one  regiment 
was  detached  from  the  brigade  and  bore  down  upon  us.  I  allowed  them 
to  gain  a  point  within  easy  range  of  musketry  fire,  and  directed  the 
regiment  to  open  upon  them,  which  they  did  with  great  briskness,  and 
with  such  effect  as  to  repulse  tlie  enemy  handsomely. 

When  I  found  the  enemy  had  been  effectually  driven  back,  I  ordered 
my  command  to  cease  firing,  and  immediately  set  about  replenishing 
the  cartridge-boxes  with  ammunition,  and  quietly  awaited  any  further 
advance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  which,  however,  was  not  made. 
Nightfall  found  the  regiment  occupying  the  same  ground  upon  which 
we  had  bivouacked  since  arriving,  on  the  29th. 

The  regiment  remained  in  position,  with  a  picket  thrown  forward,  till 
4  a.  m.  of  the  1st  instant,  when  we  were  ordered  to  retire,  which  we  did 
quietly,  and  took  a  position  a  few  rods  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  rear  of  the  one  abandoned.  Nothing  of  any 
moment  occurred  to  the  regiment  on  the  1st.  We  kept  the  front  well 
covered  with  skirmishers,  and  kei)t  in  readiness  for  any  attack. 

On  the  2d,  early  in  the  day,  we  were  subjected  to  a  vigorous  artillery 
fire  from  the  enemy,  which,  however,  had  no  serious  result.  On  the 
evening  of  the  2d,  at  nearly  sundown,  the  enemy  attacked  the  troops 
on  the  leftof  ourx)osition,  and  the  regiment  threw  forward  an  additional 
skirmishing  company  to  support  our  line,  which,  being  in  the  open  field, 
was  much  exposed,  and  had  been  subjected  throughout  the  day  to  a 
vicious  fire  from  the  outposts  of  the  enemy,  who  were  concealed  by  the 
timber  in  front,  which  resulted  in  wounding  Captain  Wallace  and  two 
of  his  men.  The  enemy  were  repulsed  on  the  left,  and  the  regiment  was 
directed  to  move  to  that  part  of  the  field. 

Crossing  the  river  we  moved  forward  to  the  advance  line,  and  taking 
position  remained  till  the  evening  of  the  3d,  when  we  were  relieved 
and  retired  to  the  skirt  of  woods  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  we 
'jjvouacked  till  4  a.  m.  of  the  4th,  when  we  were  withdrawn  to  the  rear, 
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recrossing  the  river  and  taking  position  on  the  turnpike  1  mile  in  ad- 
vance of  the  general  hospital.  Shortly  after  arriving  here  we  learner** 
that  the  enemy  had  evacuated. 

Our  loss  during  the  engagement  was  4  killed  and  68  wounde^. 
Among  the  latter  were  Lieutenant-Colonel  Neff,  Captains  Wallace  and 
Harvey,  First  Lieutenant  Griswold,  and  Second  Lieutenants  Coleman 
and  Hazelrigg. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  state  thai  the  conduct  of  the  regiment  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances  was  worthy  of  all  praise.  The  coolness  and 
quiet  determination  of  ofiScers  and  men  were  admirable,  and  not  less  so 
the  cheerfulness  of  spirit  with  which  the  hardships  and  exposure  to  cold 
and  rain  were  borne.  The  regiment  did  its  duty  faithfully.  I  know  no 
higher  praise  that  can  be  given  it. 

HEI^RY  LE'AMING, 
Major,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  H.  C.  TiNNEY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Twenty -first  Brigade. 


No.  111. 
Report  of  Col,  John  Q.  Lane,  Ninety -seventh  Ohio  Infantry. 

January  —,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  by  the  Ninety- 
seventh  Kegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  late  engagement  in 
front  of  Murfreesborough,  commencing  December  31,  1862,  and  ending 
January  3,  1863. 

On  the  night  of  December  30,  we  were,  by  your  order,  placed  in  the 
front,  our  advance  pickets  being  deployed  on  the  left  bank  of  Stone's 
River. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement, 
our  position  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  river. 

At  9  a.  m.  the  enemy  commenced  feeling  for  our  position  with  shot 
and  shell,  and  by  your  order  I  moved  my  regiment  by  the  left  flank  to 
a  position  in  an  open  field,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  railroad,  and 
deployed  one  company  to  the  river  as  skirmishers.  We  remained  in 
this  position  under  a  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry  until 
11  a.  m. 

Our  casualties  up  to  this  time  were :  Wounded,  Jacob  G.  Brill,  private 
Company  A;  Matthias  Tapier  and  Samuel  Browning,  privates  Company 
I,  the  latter  having  since  died  from  the  effects  of  his  wound. 

By  your  order  I  now  moved  to  the  south  side  of  the  railroad  to  re- 
enforce  General  Hascall.  We  found  the  enemy  vigorously  assaulting 
his  lines  with  artillery  and  infantry.  Our  place  here  was  assigned  us 
by  General  Rosecrans  in  person,  who  ordered  us  to  take  the  position 
and  hold  it.  We  advanced  to  the  place  designated,  which  was  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  turnpike,  returning  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  until  near  sundown,  when  he  withdrew  to  the  cover 
of  the  woods,  leaving  us  in  possession  of  the  ground. 

At  nightfall  I  threw  out  one  company  as  pickets  100  paces  to  the 
front,  instructing  the  officer  in  command  to  avail  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  carefully  note  any  movement  of  the  enemy.  Near  midnight 
he  informed  me  that  he  could  distinctly  hear  the  tramp  of  horses  and 
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rumbling  of  artillery  moving  from  our  right  to  our  left.  Upon,  investi- 
gation I  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy  was  massing  his  forces  on  our  left, 
and  forthwith  informed  you  of  the  fact. 

At  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  January  1,  I  informed  General  Rose 
crans  of  this  movement  of  the  enemy,  when  he  immediately  arranged 
to  relieve  us  from  this  position,  which  we  had  held  since  noon  of  the 
preceding  day. 

Our  casualties  during  our  absence  from  your  brigade  were :  Wounded, 
Isaac  McDonald,  private  Company  B ;  Israel  Garrett  and  J.  0.  Huff- 
man, i^rivates  Company  0;  Austin  Harvey  and  Evan  Foulke,  privates 
Companj"  D;  Lewellyn  Echelberry,  sergeant  Company  Ej  George 
Eobinson,  private  Company  G,  and  John  Moore,  private  Company  H. 
Killed :  A.  M.  Hasom,  color  sergeant ;  August  Reinsch,  private  Com- 
pany B,  and  John  Rodecker,  private  Company  G. 

At  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  1st,  I  reported  my  regiment  to 
you,  and  was  assigned  a  place  in  the  front  line,  about  a  half  mile  to  the 
rear  of  the  position  occupied  by  me  at  the  beginning  of  the  engage- 
ment. We  remained  here  during  the  day,  with  no  other  annoyance 
than  an  occasional  shot  or  shell  from  the  enemy's  guns.  At  night  we 
bivouacked  on  the  spot. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  our  skirmishers  were  advanced  a  half  mile 
to  the  front,  where  they  remained  undisturbed  until  2.45  p.  m.,  when 
the  enemy  attacked  our  forces  across  the  river  and  our  skirmishers  were 
driven  back.  We  were  here  subjected  to  a  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's 
guns  for  more  than  an  hour,  wounding  Charles  H.  Claspbell,  corporal 
Company  K ;  Purley  Dickson,  sergeant,  and  Benjamin  Kinsey,  private 
Company  D. 

At  5  p.  m.  we  crossed  Stone's  River  and  remained  on  its  right  bank 
until  the  morning  of  the  4th  without  further  event. 

Our  loss  during  the  whole  engagement  was  3  killed,  15  wounded,  and 
6  missing. 

The  officers  and  men  in  my  command  everywhere  acquitted  them- 
selves nobly,  and  we  never  lost  a  position  after  once  taking  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHiT  Q.  LANE, 
Colonel  Ninety-seventh  Eegimerit  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Col.  G.  D.  WAaNER, 

Commanding  Twenty-first  Brigade, 


No.  112. 


Report  of  Col.  Charles  G,  Harlcer,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry ^  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Fourteenth  A.  C,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  — ,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  troops  under  my  command  from  the  29th  ultimo  to  the  4th 
instant,  inclusive : 

The  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  left  wing.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  formerly  the  Twentieth  Brigade,  Sixth 
Division,  consisting  of  the  Fifty -first  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  Col. 
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A.  D.  Streight  commanding;  the  Thirteenth  Kegiment  Michigan  Vol- 
unteers, Col.  M.  Shoemaker  commanding ;  Seventy-third  Eegiment  In- 
diana Volunteers,  Ool.  Gr.  Hathaway  commanding;  Sixty-fourth  Eegi- 
ment Ohio  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Mcllvain  commanding;  Sixty- 
flfth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cassil  commanding, 
and  the  Sixth  Ohio  Independent  Battery,  commanded  by  Capt.  Cullen 
Bradley,  left  Stewart's  Creek  about  10  a.  m.on  Monday,  the  tiGth  ultimo, 
marching  most  of  the  time  in  line  of  battle,  with  the  right  of  the  line  a 
little  in  the  rear  of  the  left  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Wagner  com- 
manding. 

Our  skirmishers  soon  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry,  engaging  them 
briskly  and  driving  them  slowly  before  them.  We  proceeded  in  this 
manner,  cautiously  feeling  our  way  until  our  left  arrived  at  the  left 
bank  of  Stone's  Eiver,  which  was  reached  about  4  p.  m. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  suffered  no  casualties  from  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers. We  took  up  a  position  near  Stone's  Eiver,  about  400  yards  to 
the  left  of  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike,  the  Second  Brigade, 
Colonel  Wagner  commanding,  being  on  the  right,  and  the  First  Bri- 
gade, General  Hascall  commanding,  being  on  the  left,  and  somewhat  to 
the  rear,  owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  ground. 

We  remained  in  this  position  until  about  dark,  when  we  received 
orders  to  proceed  to  Murfreesborough.  Stone's  Eiver  being  fordable 
in  our  front,  we  at  once  commenced  crossing  the  stream.  Throwing  a 
strong  line  of  skirmishers  over  the  stream,  orders  were  given  to  the 
Fifty-first  Indiana,  Thirteenth  Michigan,  and  Seventy-third  Indiana 
Volunteers  to  cross  simultaneously,  form  on  the  opposite  bank,  press 
forward,  and  seize  the  commanding  heights  beyond,  while  the  Sixty- 
fourth  and  Sixty-fifth  Ohio,  with  Bradley's  battery,  were  directed  to 
follow  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  skirmishers  had  barely  left  the  bank  of  the  river  before  they 
were  vigorously  attacked  by  those  of  the  enemy,  concealed  in  a  thicket 
and  behind  a  fence  in  our  front.  Our  skirmishers,  in  no  way  daunted 
by  this  fierce  assault  of  the  enemy,  pressed  gallantly  forward,  driving 
the  foe  until  they  came  upon  the  enemy  in  force.  The  skirmishers  were 
soon  supported  by  the  front  line  of  the  brigade.  The  enemy  seemed  to 
have  been  entirely  disconcerted  by  this  bold  movement  of  our  troops, 
and  fell  back  in  confusion.  In  this  movement  our  loss  was  2  men  killed 
and  3  wounded.  This  slight  loss  must  be  attributed  to  the  able  manner 
in  which  the  officers  of  the  brigade  conducted  their  commands.  A  pris- 
oner taken  reported  an  entire  division  of  the  enemy  on  my  front ;  move- 
ments along  my  entire  front  and  flanks  indicated  that  a  strong  force 
was  near  me.  I  reported  this  to  the  general  commanding  the  division, 
at  the  same  time  stating  that  I  could  hold  the  position  until  re-enforced. 

I  soon  received  orders  to  recross  the  stream,  which  I  did,  occupying 
nearly  the  same  ground  as  before  crossing.  This  movement  was  so 
quickly  executed  as  not  to  excite  the  suspicion  of  the  enemy. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  the  brave  officers  and  men  of 
this  brigade  for  their  bravery  and  skill  in  driving  a  concealed  enemy 
from  a  strong  position  after  nightfall,  and  holding  their  ground  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy  three  times  tbeir  numbers.  Though  little  was  accom- 
plished by  this  feat,  it  nevertheless  made  manifest  the  indomitable  cour- 
age of  the  men  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  and  augured  well 
for  the  more  severe  work  which  awaited  them. 

On  December  30,  the  Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  being  on  picket  and  outpost 
duty,  was  somewhat  annoyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  slight  skirmishing  in 
the  front,  losing  1  man  killed. 
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About  8  a.  m.  the  enemy's  battery,  stationed  on  an  eminence  near 
the  right  bank  of  Stone's  River,  opened  a  severe  fire  of  shot  and  shell 
upon  my  camp.  Bradley's  battery  was  ordered  into  position  to  engage 
that  of  the  enemy.  After  a  severe  engagement  of  fifteen  minutes,  Cap- 
tain Bradley  succeeded  in  silencing  the  enemy's  battery.  My  command 
sustained  no  loss  in  this  engagement.  Aside  from  this,  it  was  generally 
quiet  on  my  front  during  the  day. 

About  8  a.  m.,  December  31,  I  received  orders  from  General  Wood, 
commanding  division,  to  cross  the  river  with  my  command.  The  move- 
ment was  commenced,  in  obedience  to  General  Wood's  order,  but  was 
suspended  for  a  few  moments  by  an  order  emanating  from  Major-Gen- 
eral  Crittenden,  commanding  the  left  wing.  While  awaiting  further 
orders,  Major-General  Rosecrans  passed  my  command,  and  gave  me 
direct  instructions  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  support  of  the  right 
wing  of  our  army,  which  was  yielding  to  the  overwhelming  force  of  the 
enemy  at  that  point.  • 

We  had  hardly  commenced  moving  toward  the  right,  when  a  Confed- 
erate battery,  located  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river,  opened  upon  us, 
killing  1  man  and  wounding  2.  Not  stopping  to  reply  to  this  battery, 
we  pressed  steadily  forward.  On  approaching  the  right,  much  confusion 
was  visible;  troops  marching  in  every  direction;  stragglers  to  be  seen 
in  great  numbers,  and  teamsters  in  great  consternation  endeavoring  to 
drive  their  teams  they  knew  not  whither.  My  progress  was  impeded 
by  the  confusion,  while  the  enemy  was  pouring  shot  and  shell  upon  us 
from  at  least  three  different  directions,  wounding  several  men  in  my 
command.  The  brigade  was,  however,  extricated  from  this  perilous 
position  as  soon  as  possible,  and  pressed  on  to  a  position  on  the  extreme 
right  of  our  line.  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade,  of  General  Van  Cleve's  divis- 
ion, being  immediately  upon  our  left. 

After  reaching  this  last  position,  my  brigade  marched  in  two  lines, 
the  Fifty-first  Indiana  on  the  right,  the  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  on  the  left,  the 
battery  a  little  retired  and  opposite  the  interval  between  the  Sixty-fifth 
and  Fifty-first,  the  Sixty -fourth  Ohio  on  the  right  of  the  second  line,  the 
Seventy -third  Indiana  on  the  left,  with  the  Thirteenth  Michigan  in  rear 
of  the  caissons.  We  marched  in  this  order  about  half  a  mile,  when  our 
skirmishers  came  up  with  those  of  the  enemy,  and  the  tire  became  brisk 
in  front.  About  this  time  a  battery  from  the  enemy,  situated  in  a  corn- 
field, and  nearly  opposite  my  right  flank,  opened  upon  my  command  with 
canister.  In  order  to  get  a  commanding  position  for  artillery,  and  at 
the  same  time  guard  well  my  right  flank,  which  I  was  fearful  the  enemy 
would  attempt  to  turn,  I  moved  the  command  a  little  to  the  right. 

While  this  movement  was  being  executed,  a  staff  officer  from  the  com- 
mand upon  my  left  reported  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy  in  his  front.  I 
replied  that  my  right  was  in  danger,  and  that  a  strong  force  and  batterj' 
was  in  front.  No  sooner  had  I  taken  a  position  on  the  crest  of  the  hill 
than  a  most  vigorous  engagement  commenced.  The  position  selected 
for  my  brigade  proved  a  most  fortunate  one.  The  enemy  was  com- 
pletely baffled  in  his  design  to  turn  my  right ;  not  only  were  the  bat- 
teries in  my  front  silenced  and  the  enemy  there  repulsed,  but  a  most 
destructive  fire  from  Bradley's  battery  played  upon  the  heavy  columns 
of  the  enemy  then  pressing  the  troops  upon  my  left.  This  engagement 
had  continued  about  twenty  minutes,  when  it  was  reported  to  me  that 
the  troops  on  my  left  had  given  way,  and  that  the  enemy  was  already 
in  rear  of  my  left  flauk,  and  about  200  yards  from  it,  pouring  a  destruc- 
tive cross-fire  upon  my  troops. 

At  this  time  my  command  was  in  a  most  precarious  situation,  with  a 
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strong  foe  in  front,  which,  though  repulsed,  could  not  be  followed  up  for 
want  of  support ;  my  right  threatened,  and  my  left  already  turned.  It 
therefore  became  necessary  to  change  the  disposition  of  my  command 
and  fall  back.  The  commander  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  anticipated  my 
order,  when  he  found  his  left  turned,  and  fell  back  in  good  order.  I 
directed  this  regiment  to  make  a  stand  behind  a  rail  fence  running  ob- 
liquely to  the  first  line  of  battle. 

During  this  movement  this  regiment  was  subjected  to  a  most  galling 
fire  from  the  enemy,  but  they  stood  up  under  it  nobly  and  fought  des- 
perately. While  this  movement  was  being  executed,  the  Seventy-third 
Indiana  was  left  in  position  on  the  second  line,  and  the  battery  retired 
to  a  position  about  400  yards  to  the  rear,  when  it  again  opened.  The 
Sixty-fourth  Ohio  was  now  ordered  to  change  its  front  to  the  left  and 
charge  the  enemy.  The  direction  was  indicated  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, but,  unfortunately,  he  moved  too  far  to  the  right.  Though  this  regi- 
ment handsomely  repulsed  the  enemy  in  its  front,  it  did  the  work  of  the 
other  regiments  already  in  position,  leaving  the  left  of  the  Seventy- 
third  Indiana  exposed,  and  permitting  the  enemy  to  advance  much  far- 
ther than  could  have  been  done  had  my  design  been  carried  out. 

I  do  not,  how^ever,  desire  to  censure  the  commanding  officer  of  this 
regiment,  who  acted  most  gallantly  through  the  engagement,  but  at- 
tribute it  to  a  misunderstanding  of  the  order.  Bradley's  battery,  hav- 
ing taken  its  second  position,  opened  again,  with  great  effect,  upon  the 
advancing  enemy,  but,  being  in  an  exposed  position,  it  was  again  ordered 
to  withdraw,  being  badly  crippled  by  loss  of  horses;  two  pieces  were 
abandoned,  one  of  which  was  spiked. 

The  command  was  now  ordered  to  fall  back  and  form  on  a  rocky  emi- 
nence covered  with  cedars,  being  a  very  strong  position.  The  Thirteenth 
Michigan,  from  their  position,  opened  upon  the  enemy  with  telling  effect, 
and,  having  caused  his  ranks  to  waver,  followed  up  the  advantage  with 
a  charge,  supported  by  the  Fifty-first  Illinois  Volunteers,  who  had  now 
come  to  our  relief.  They  completely  routed  the  enemy.  The  Thirteenth 
Michigan  retook  two  pieces  of  artillery,  abandoned  by  our  battery,  and 
captured  58  prisoners.  For  this  act  of  gallantry  Colonel  Shoemaker 
and  his  gallant  regiment  are  deserving  of  much  praise. 

The  enemy  thus  driven  from  our  right  did  not  again  attemi)t  to  annoy 
us  in  that  quarter.  How  far  the  brave  troops  of  this  brigade  contributed 
toward  repulsing  the  strong  columns  of  the  enemy  designed  to  turn  the 
right  flank  of  our  army,  and  thus  preventing  most  disastrous  conse- 
quences to  our  army,  must  be  inferred  by  the  position  occupied  by  this 
command  and  the  part  it  took  in  the  engagement. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  Colonel  Shoemaker,  com- 
manding the  Thirteenth  Michigan  Volunteers  j  Colonel  Hathaway,  com- 
manding the  Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteers;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mc- 
Ilvain,  commanding  the  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cassil,  who  commanded  the  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers  until 
injured  by  the  falling  of  his  horse,  and  Major  Whitbeck,  though  wounded 
in  action,  remained  in  command  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers  after 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cassil  was  injured,  and  Captain  Bradley,  command- 
ing Sixth  Ohio  Battery,  for  their  bravery  and  good  conduct  during  this 
engagement. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Col.  A.  D.  Streight,  commanding  Fifty- 
first  Indiana  Volunteers,  for  valuable  information  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  during  this  engagement.  From  the  less  exposed  position  of 
his  regiment  it  suffered  less  than  any  other  regiment  of  my  command. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  31st,  I  received  orders  from  the  major-general 
commanding  to  rejoin  the  First  Division,  which  was  done  about  14  p.  m. 

On  January  1,  this  division  was  moved  a  little  to  the  right  and  rear. 
My  brigade  occupied  a  central  position  in  the  division,  on  the  front  line 
of  battle,  and  a  short  distance  to  the  left  of  the  Murfreesborough  pike. 
We  were  hardly  in  position  before  the  enemy  drove  in  our  skirmishers. 
Bradley^s  battery,  in  coujunction  with  several  others  in  our  front, 
opened  a  most  destructive  fire  of  case-shot  and  shell,  driving  the  enemy 
from  our  front  and  sustaining  no  loss. 

On  January  2,  Bradley's  battery  being  in  position  on  a  small  eminence 
on  our  front,  supported  on  the  right  by  the  Sixty-fourth  and  Sixty -fifth 
Ohio,  behind  a  small  clump  of  trees,  and  on  the  left  by  the  Fifty -first 
Indiana  Yolunteers,  lying  in  a  skirt  of  timber,  while  the  Thirteenth  Mich- 
igan and  Seventy-third  Indiana  were  in  reserve,  three  batteries  of  the 
enemy  opened  upon  us.  They  were  promptly  responded  to  by  Captain 
Bradley  and  other  batteries  on  my  right,  when  the  most  fearful  artillery 
engagement  ensued  which  I  had  yet  had  the  experience  to  witness.  The 
enemy,  having  our  range  quite  perfectly,  poured  upon  us  a  most  de- 
structive fire,  causing  the  battery  on  our  right  to  be  abandoned  j  but 
Captain  Bradley  continued  his  well-directed  firing  until  the  enemy's 
batteries  were  silenced. 

While  this  engagement  was  going  on.  Captain  Stokes'  battery,  posted 
in  our  rear,  opened  upon  us,  mistaking  us  for  the  enemy.  It  is  due  to 
Captain  Stokes,  however,  to  say  that  I  believe  this  firing  was  commenced 
without  his  orders,  and  was  stopped  by  him  as  soon  as  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  do  so,  but  not  until  we  had  sustained  some  injury. 

During  the  engagement  we  had  1  man  killed  and  11  wounded. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  when  the  enemy  attacked  the  left 
flank  of  our  army  with  great  vigor,  Bradley's  battery  was  again  placed 
in  position,  and  did  good  service  in  silencing  those  of  the  enemy. 

About  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  instant  we  were  ordered  to  cross 
Stone's  Kiver.  My  brigade  was  placed  in  the  front  line,  my  right  rest- 
ing on  the  left  of  General  Davis'  division.  We  were  hardly  in  position 
before  the  enemy  opened  upon  us,  killing  1  man  of  the  Sixty -fourth  Ohio. 

During  the  night  we  constructed  a  musket  breastwork  of  rails,  and 
remained  on  the  front  until  about  9  a.  m.,  January  3,  when  we  were 
relieved  and  ordered  to  the  rear  in  reserve,  where  we  remained  until 
about  3  p.  m.,  when  we  were  again  ordered  to  the  front  to  relieve  Colo- 
nel Wagner's  brigade,  and  occupied  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  First 
Division. 

We  remained  in  this  position  until  about  1  a.  m.,  January  4,  when  we 
received  orders  to  recross  Stone's  Kiver.  We  crossed  the  stream  and 
took  a  position  in  rear  of  the  main  body  of  our  force,  and  about  500 
yards  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  where  we  remained  until  our  troops 
had  occupied  Murfreesborough. 

The  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  during  these  six  days'  en- 
gagements was  as  follows : 

The  Fifty-first  Indiana — officers  wounded,  2;  enlisted  men  killed,  7; 
wounded,  32 ;  missing,  9.    Total,  50. 

The  Sixty-fourth  Ohio — officers  killed,  1 ;  wounded,  3 ;  enlisted  men 
killed,  23;  wounded,  61;  missing,  17.     Total,  105. 

The  Thirteenth  Michigan — officers  wounded,  2  ;  enlisted  men  killed, 
17 ;  wounded,  70.    Total,  89. 

The  Seventy- third  Indiana  Volunteers — officers  killed,  2;  wounded, 
3;  enlisted  men  killed,  22;  wounded,  48;  missing,  36.     Total,  111. 
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The  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers — officers  killed,  2;  wounded,  8;  en- 
listed men  killed,  33  j  wounded,  92  ;  missing,  38.     Total,  173. 

The  Sixth  Ohio  Battery — officers  wounded,  1 ;  enlisted  men  killed,  2; 
wounded,  7 ;  missing,  1.     Total,  11. 

Total  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  539. 

The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  officers  of 
my  command : 

Of  the  Fifty-first  Indiana,  Capt.  Francis  M.  Constant,  Company  G, 
and  Second  Lieut.  Alfred  Gude,  wounded. 

Of  the  Sixty -fourth  Ohio,  Capt.  Joseph  B.  Sweet,  killed;  First  Lieuts. 
Warner  Young,  Joseph  B.  Ferguson,  and  Chauncey  Woodruff'  (regi- 
mental adjutant),  wounded. 

Of  the  Thirteenth  Michigan,  Capt.  Clement  C.  Webb,  Company  E; 
Second  Lieut.  John  E.  Mclvor,  Company  E,  wounded. 

Of  the  Seventy-third  Indiana,  Capts.  Miles  n.  Tibbits,  Company  F, 
and  Peter  Doyle,  Company  H,  killed;  Maj.  William Krimbill,  wounded; 
Second  Lieuts.  Emanuel  Williamson,  Company  I,  and  John  Butterfield, 
Company  K,  wounded. 

Of  the  Sixty- fifth  Ohio,  Capt.  J.  Christophel  and  Second  Lieut.  Dol- 
sen  Van  Kirk,  killed;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  Cassil,  Maj.  H.  N.  Whitbeck,  Capt. 
R.  M.  Voorhees,  Company  F,  First  Lieut.  A.  A.  Gardner,  Second  Lieut, 
and  Eegimental  Adjt.  William  H.  Massey,  Second  Lieuts.  Peter  Markel, 
Joel  P.  Brown,  Frank  Pealer,  and  Acting  Lieut.  R.  S.  Rook,  wounded. 

Of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Battery,  First  Lieut.  O.  H.  P.  Ayres,  wounded. 

From  the  29th  to  the  2d,  inclusive,  my  brigade  occupied  some  portion 
of  the  front,  and  during  each  day  some  portion  of  the  forces  under  my 
command  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  sustained  greater  or  less 
losses.  For  the  cheerful  manner  in  which  they  stood  up  under  these 
fatigues  and  exposures  they  are  entitled  to  commendation. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  paying  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  soldierly  Sweet,  the  conscientious  Christophel,  and  the 
intelligent  and  noble-hearted  Yan  Kirk,  who  fell  while  manfully  encour- 
aging their  men  in  the  trying  hour  of  battle.  The  country  will  do  jus- 
tice to  the  memory  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  so  gloriously  fell  on  the 
morning  of  December  31. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  Dr.  J.  M.  Todd,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio,  acting  brigade 
surgeon,  for  the  care  and  professional  skill  extended  to  our  wounded 
after  the  battle. 

Where  all  behaved  so  gallantly  it  would  be  unjust  to  particularize, 
but  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  in  terms  of  special  praise  the 
name  of  Capt.  CuUen  Bradley,  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Battery,  attached  to 
my  brigade.  This  gallant  officer,  ever  at  his  post,  was  always  ready  to 
engage  the  enemy  whenever  he  opened  upon  our  troops,  and  managed 
his  battery  with  so  much  judgment  and  skill  as  to  silence  those  of  the 
enemy  in  every  instance.  Such  valuable  services  and  such  meritorious 
conduct,  I  believe,  will  not  be  overlooked.  I  therefore  take  great  pleas- 
ure in  recommending  Captain  Bradley  for  some  position  commensurate 
with  his  merit  and  ability  in  the  artillery  branch  of  the  regular  service. 

Of  both  officers  and  men  under  my  command  I  can  speak  in  tones  of 
unqualified  praise  for  their  bravery  and  good  conduct  throughout  the 
engagement  in  front  of  Murfreesborough.  I  must  also  mention  a  cir- 
cumstance worthy  of  notice  which  occurred  on  Friday,  the  2d  instant. 
The  enemy^s  sharpshooters,  taking  advantage  of  the  woods  in  oui  front 
and  to  the  right  and  left,  had  crept  up  sufficiently  near  our  camp  with 
the  evident  intention  of  picking  off  our  general  and  field  officers.    They 
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annoyed  us  exceedingly,  firing  at  every  mounted  officer  or  man  who 
appeared  near  the  front.  Desirous  of  dislodging  this  concealed  foe,  I 
directed  the  skirmishers  to  advance  and  clear  the  woods  if  possible. 
Captain  Chambers,  of  the  Fifty-first  Indiana,  had  command  of  the 
skirmishers,  consisting  of  40  men  from  his  own  company;  Company  B, 
Seventy-third  Indiana  Volunteers,  Captain  Gladwyn  commanding; 
Company  D,  Seventy-third  Indiana,  Lieutenant  Grimes  commanding; 
Company  H,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio,  Lieut.  Joel  P.  Brown  commanding ;  Com- 
pany E,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Lieutenant  Hinman  commanding; 
Company  K,  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Lieutenant  Mathias  command- 
iug,  and  Company  E,  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Sergeant  Holden 
commanding.  The  little  detachment  numbered  only  120  men.  The 
enemy's  force  was  much  larger.  Our  skirmishers  drove  them  until  they 
were  checked  by  the  enemy^s  batteries. 

Thus  these  brave  men  not  only  drove  a  concealed  enemy  from  a  strong 
hiding  place,  but  elicited  valuable  information  concerning  the  position 
of  his  masked  batteries.  This  act  of  gallantry  elicited  the  praise  and 
admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  it. 

To  my  personal  staff,  Cai)t.  S.  L.  Coulter,  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general  ;  Lieut.  A.  B.  Case,  acting  assistant  inspector-general,  and  D. 
L.Wright,  aide-de-camp,  I  am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance  through- 
out this  memorable  battle. 

For  details  I  would  most  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  regi- 
mental commanders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'C.  G.  HARKER, 
Colonel  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers^  Gomdg.  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Hascall, 

Comdg.  First  Division  j  Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 


No.  113. 

Report  of  Col.  Abel  D.  Sir  eight,  Fifty  first  Indiana  Infantry. 

On  the  Battle-field, 
Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
oy  my  regiment  in  the  battle  near  Murfreesborough,  from  the  29th 
ultimo  to  the  2d  instant,  inclusive : 

At  about  4  p.  m.  I  arrived  on  the  west  bank  of  Stone's  River,  about 
one-half  mile  north  of  the  Murfreesborough  and  Nashville  pike,  and  2 
miles  from  Murfreesborough,  where  I  was  ordered  to  halt  until  further 
orders.  Here  I  remained  until  about  dark,  when  I  received  orders  to 
cross  the  river,  preparatory  to  moving  upon  Murfreesborough.  Being 
fully  aware  that  the  enemy  occupied  the  opposite  bank,  and  as  none  of 
oui'  troops  had  at  that  time  crossed  the  river,  it  became  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed somewhat  cautiously,  in  order  to  avoid  the  danger  of  running  into 
an  ambuscade;  consequently  I  deployed  Companies  A  and  F  to  act  as 
skirmishers,  and  ordered  them  to  cross  in  advance  and  engage  the 
enemy  briskly,  and,  if  possible,  to  seize  the  heights  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river. 

No  sooner  had  my  skirmishers  crossed  than  the  enemy  opened  a 
brisk  fire  from  under  cover  of  a  strong  fence  but  a  few  yards  distant. 
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My  skirmishers  were  ordered  forward  at  a  double-quick,  and  charged 
upon  the  enemy,  who  instantaneously  fled  from  their  hiding  places.  At 
this  moment  it  became  evident,  from  the  brisk  firing  of  the  enemy,  that 
large  numbers  of  them  were  concealed  in  the  standing  corn  on  the  hill 
side  5  and  fearing  that  my  skirmishers  would  be  overwhelmed,  I  ordered 
the  whole  regiment  forward  at  a  double-quick,  but  before  the  regiment 
had  entirely  crossed  the  river.  Captain  Russell  informed  me  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing  in  line  of  battle  just  beyond  the  crest  of  a  ridge, 
about  400  yards  to  our  front. 

I  at  once  determined  to  seize  the  crest  before  the  enemy  could  get 
there,  if  possible;  consequently  the  whole  line  was  ordered  forward  on 
the  run,  and  although  the  whole  ridge  seemed  to  issue  forth  a  continu- 
ous flame  of  fire,  not  a  man  faltered,  but  each  seemed  to  strive  to  reach 
the  desired  point  in  advance  of  his  comrades.  The  boldness  of  the  move- 
ment, and  the  alacrity  with  which  it  was  executed,  together  with  the 
brisk  and  well-directed  fire  of  my  men,  struck  terror  to  the  enemy,  who 
fell  back  in  great  confusion  at  our  approach.  I  was  at  this  moment 
ordered  to  advance  no  farther,  but  hold  my  position.  I  then  ordered 
my  men  to  lie  down,  so  as  to  conceal  them  as  much  as  possible,  and  in 
a  few  moments  the  enemy  were  plainly  seen  advancing  upon  our  posi- 
tion. They  were  allowed  to  advance  to  within  30  paces,  when  fire  was 
opened  upon  them  with  such  effect  that  they  hardly  waited  to  reply, 
but  broke  and  fled  again.  Re-enforcements  soon  arrived  on  my  right 
and  left. 

We  remained  in  our  position  without  further  molestation  until  about 
10  o'clock  at  night,  when  I  was  notified  that  orders  had  been  given  to 
retire  to  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.  After  waiting  until  the  bal- 
ance of  the  troops  had  recrossed,  my  regiment  was  marched  by  the  rear 
rank  to  the  river,  when  it  recrossed  also.  In  the  mean  time  my  skir- 
mishers were  gradually  withdrawn.  The  regiment  was  marched  about 
500  yards  from  the  ford,  where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Slight  skirmishing  was  all  that  occurred  of  interest  until  the  morning 
of  the  31st,  when  it  became  evident  from  the  terrific  roar  of  artillery 
and  musketry  that  the  enemy  was  turning  the  extreme  right  of  our 
army.  We  were  at  once  ordered  to  the  right  and  rear  at  double-quick. 
We  had  moved  but  a  short  distance,  when  we  came  within  range  of  the 
enemy's  artillery;  and,  although  several  were  wounded  when  we  had 
no  chance  of  striking  a  blow  at  the  enemy,  yet  my  men  moved  a  distance 
of  over  a  mile  as  regularly  as  they  could  have  moved  had  we  been  on 
drill ;  and  even  when  we  came  in  contact  with  excited  teams  and  team- 
sters, every  command  was  promptly  obeyed  without  confusion.  After 
marching  about  2 J  miles  we  reached  the  extreme  right  of  the  army. 

We  had  hardly  reached  our  position,  when  we  were  ordered  forward 
in  line  of  battle  across  open  cotton  and  corn  fields.  Companies  A,  B, 
and  F  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  to  cover  my  extreme  right  and  front. 
We  had  proceeded  in  this  order  but  about  one-half  mile,  when  my  skir- 
mishers, approaching  the  crest  of  a  ridge  in  front,  running  at  an  angle 
of  about  fifteen  degrees  to  the  right,  were  fired  upon  by  a  large  force  of 
the  enemy  concealed  in  the  standing  corn  to  my  front  and  right.  I  at 
once  ordered  the  whole  line  forward  at  a  double-quick.  My  skirmishers 
came  in  sight  of  the  enemy  in  a  moment,  when  our  well-directed  fire  soon 
put  them  to  flight.  I  was  here  again,  by  rapid  movements,  particularly 
fortunate  in  getting  the  advantage  of  the  enemy  in  my  position.  We 
had  a  fair  chance  at  them  while  they  were  retreating  some  400  yards, 
and  large  numbers  of  them  were  killed  and  wounded.    Although  the 
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troops  to  my  left  were  attacked  desperately,  the  enemy  did  not  attempt 
to  bring  infantry  against  me  after  his  repulse. 

Shortly  after  I  had  obtained  full  possession  of  the  ridge,  I  was  in 
formed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Oolescott,  then  in  conimand  of  the  skir 
mishers,  that  large  masses  of  troops  were  seen  moving  toward  a  piece 
of  woods  to  my  left  and  front.  I  at  once  notified  Colonel  Harker,  and 
requested  that  the  Sixth  Ohio  Battery,  Captain  Bradley,  be  sent  to  the 
ridge  occupied  by  my  regiment.  The  battery  was  promptly  on  the 
ground,  but  not  too  soon,  for  by  the  time  it  was  in  position  the  enemy 
had  engaged  the  troops  to  my  left.  Captain  Bradley  opened  a  most 
terrific  fire,  thus  enfilading  their  ranks  (they  were  in  column  four  regi- 
*  ments  deep)  at  a  distance  not  to  exceed  500  yards.  Their  dead  were 
literally  piled  in  heaps  by  the  terrific  fire  from  the  battery.  Nothing 
else  could  have  saved  our  troops  to  my  left  from  total  destruction. 

The  battle  had  been  raging  for  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  when  I 
was  notified  that  the  division  on  our  left  was  falling  back  ;  consequently 
my  position  would  have  to  be  abandoned.  At  this  moment  Colonel 
Harker  ordered  me  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in  good  order,  bringing 
off  all  my  wounded. 

Having  received  no  orders  as  to  what  point  I  should  fall  b'ack  to,  I 
formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  first  advantageous  ground,  expecting  to 
give  the  enemy  battle,  but  was  again  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  posi- 
tion first  occupied  on  the  extreme  right,  and  at  once  deployed  Compa- 
nies H  and  C  as  skirmishers.  The  enemy  again  approached  our  lines 
on  the  left,  which  formed  an  angle  of  about  fifteen  degrees  to  the  front 
of  our  position.  My  skirmishers  and  the  troops  to  my  left  were  but 
handsomely  engaged,  when  the  enemy  broke  and  fled  from  the  field  in 
great  confusion.  It  was  now  nearly  night,  and  the  contest  was  ended 
for  the  day.  Other  troops  were  brought  up,  and  we  were  again  ordered 
to  the  position  occupied  on  the  previous  day  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  were  ordered  into  position  about  one-half 
mile  to  our  right  and  rear,  where  we  remained  through  the  day.  Com- 
panies A  and  G,and  one  company  from  the  Seventy-third  Indiana,  were 
sent  forward  as  skirmishers  to  drive  the  enem^^  from  a  piece  of  woods 
about  one-half  mile  to  our  front,  which  was  occupied  in  short  order. 
This  was  all  the  engagement  my  men  were  in  on  that  day. 

January  2, 1  took  Company  H,  together  with  several  volunteers  from 
my  regiment,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  woods  formerly  occupied 
by  the  Twenty- first  Brigade.  The  contest  was  severe  in  the  extreme  for 
a  short  time,  but  the  boys  soon  got  the  advantage,  and  the  woods  were 
ours.  Ten  of  the  enemy  were  left  dead  on  the  ground.  This  was  the 
last  engagement  in  which  my  men  participated. 

Our  entire  loss  is  7  killed,  34  wounded,  and  9  missing.  Members  of 
my  regiment  took  19  rebel  prisoners — 1  a  major  and  1  a  captain.  From 
careful  observation  on  the  various  grounds  fought  over  by  ray  men,  I 
am  convinced  that  we  have  killed  not  less  than  60  of  the  enemy,  and  by 
adding  five  times  that  number,  the  usual  proportion  of  the  wounded  to 
the  killed,  we  have  a  grand  total  of  360.  These  figures,  though  seem- 
ingly large  for  the  amount  of  loss  sustained  by  us,  I  feel  confident  could 
be  fully  verified  by  the  facts. 

Most  of  the  ground  fought  over  by  my  regiment  has  not  been  covered 
by  other  troops,  and  in  nearly  every  case  we  have  been  placed  where  it 
was  easy  to  decide  which  were  our  killed.  The  success  attending  us  in 
most  cases,  and  our  small  loss,  I  think,  is  attributable  in  a  great  meas- 
ure to  the  advantage  taken  of  the  ground. 
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Feeling  grateful  beyond  expression  for  the  brave  soldierly  bearing 
and  prompt  manner  in  which  both  officers  and  men  iterformed  every 
duty  assigntid  them,  I  feel  a  great  delicacy  in  mentioning  names,  being 
fullj^  convinced  that  it  is  more  owing  to  the  difference  in  circumstances 
than  to  the  difference  in  men.  Nevertheless,  Captains  Eussell,  Com- 
pany A;  Chambers,  Company  H,  and  Flinn,  Company  F,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  them,  are  justly  entitled  to  honors  for  distinguished 
services  at  different  times  during  their  various  engagements  with  the 
enemy,  though  I  do  not  wish  to  detract  one  star  from  the  imperishable 
glory  won  by  other  worthy  lU embers  of  my  regiment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  D.  STEEIGHT, 
Colonel  Fifty-first  Indiana  Volunteers. 
Ool.  C.  G.  Harker, 

Sixty  fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Commanding  Ticentieth  Brigade. 


No.  114.     • 

Report  of  Col,  Gilbert  Hathaway,  Seventy-third  Indiana  Infantry, 

Oamp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  vour  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
the  Seventy-third  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  under  my  command, 
left  Nashville  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  taking  the  Murfreesborough 
road,  encamping  that  night  near  La  Vergne. 

The  next  day  we  marched  in  line  of  battle  through  the  fields  and 
cedar  thickets  amidst  a  drenching  rain,  encami)ing  at  night  on  the 
camping-ground  of  the  enemy,  which  bore  abundant  evidence  of  having 
been  hastily  evacuated.  In  the  course  of  the  day  we  passed  several 
of  his  camp  grounds,  strewed  with  many  signs  of  very  recent  ocijupa- 
t'ion.  Some  sharp  skirmishing  was  had  to-day  by  one  of  my  flanking 
companies. 

The  next  day  being  Sunday,  we  remained  quiet  in  camp.  The  enemy 
had  been  here  in  considerable  force,  and,  in  this  connection,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  mention  that  a  company  from  my  command,  and  one  from 
that  of  Colonel  Streight's,  crossed  the  river  to  a  camp  still  in  possession 
of  the  enemy's  pickets,  where  we  found  more  than  100  cavalry  sabers, 
several  rifles,  and  other  arms,  which  were  taken  possession  of  without 
much  resistance,  and  brought  to  our  camp. 

On  Monday  morning  the  line  of  march  was  resumed.  Passing  through 
the  same  kind  of  country  as  on  yesterday  (very  rough  and  broken),  we 
<}ame  to  Stone's  Eiver,not  far  from  where  the  railroad  crosses  the  stream, 
and  about  2  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  the  enemy  being  strongly 
posted  on  a  rise  of  ground  on  the  opposite  bank. 

After  nightfall  my  command  waded  the  river  amidst  a  shower  of  balls 
with  which  our  reception  was  greeted.  My  command  was  quicky  formed 
and  marched  in  line  of  battle  up  the  hill,  during  which  time  my  skir- 
mishers kept  up  a  vigorous  tire  with  those  of  the  enemy,  who  retired  at 
our  approach.  Halting  under  the  brow  of  the  hill,  we  waited  the  attack, 
which  we  had  reason  to  expect,  and  doubtless  would  have  experienced, 
had  it  not  been  that  the  very  boldness  of  our  advance  intimidated  him. 
We  were  near  enough  to  distinctly  hear  his  officers  urge  their  men  for- 
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ward,  appealing  in  the  name  of  their  "  country  and  their  rights''  to  make 
the  attack  5  but  they  came  not.  We  then  recrossed  the  stream  and  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night  near  its  bank. 

The  next  day  skirmishing  was  indulged  in  with  successful  issues. 
Heavy  firing  was  kept  up  on  our  right  and  left  most  of  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo,  the  enemy  appareutly  making  a 
more  vigorous  attack  on  the  right  wing  of  the  army  than  at  any  time 
before,  we  were  sent  in  that  direction,  and  were  soon  engaged  with  him. 
The  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  had  taken  position  in  a  piece  of  woodland.  In 
obedience  to  orders,  I  took  my  command  to  their  support.  They  soon 
became  engaged  with  a  heavy  column,  which  was  pressing  against  it 
with  great  force.  Well  did  they  sustain  themselves,  till,  by  great  supe- 
riority of  number,  they  were  compelled  to  give  way.  Passing  over  my 
command,  which  at  the  time  was  lying  down,  we,  in  turn,  were  instantly 
engaged.  Twelve  rounds  were  fired  with  great  spirit  and  effect,  when 
it  was  seen  that  the  enemy  was  retreating  in  disorder,  taking  an  oblique 
direction  to  the  left.  I  ordered  an  advance,  and  well,  indeed,  was  it 
obeyed — pressing  forward  on  the  double-quick ;  the  ground  recently  oc- 
cupied by  the  Sixty-fifth  Chiowas  attained,  the  enemy  still  fleeing  before 
us.  There  being  no  support  for  us  on  our  left,  and  the  battery  on  our 
right  (which  in  the  beginning  of  the  engagement  had  rendered  good 
service)  having  been  withdrawn,  the  enemy  bringing  up  his  reserve, 
crossed  an  open  field  on  our  left,  and  subjected  us  to  an  enfilading  fire 
for  several  moments  of  a  most  destructive  character. 

Being  thus  left  entirely  alone,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  withstand 
such  fearful  odds,  I  withdrew  in  a  somewhat  disordered  state,  but  soon 
rallied  and  again  took  position  in  front.  My  horse  having  been  sho"- 
in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  I  was  compelled  to  remain  on  foot 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  when,  by  your  kindness,  I  was  furnished  with 
another.  That  night  we  bivouacked  on  the  same  ground  as  the  night 
before. 

From  that  time  to  the  evening  of  the  3d  we  were  in  the  front,  being 
more  or  less  exposed  to  the  shells  of  the  enemy,  sustaining  some  loss 
thereby. 

We  took  no  active  part  in  any  of  the  actions  that  ensued,  with  the 
exception  of  having  20  men  engaged,  with  others  of  the  brigade,  in 
gallantly  driving  about  300  sharpshooters  from  a  piece  of  woodland, 
where  they  had  annoyed  us  for  a  day  or  two. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  to  you  that  all  of  my  command 
behaved  most  nobly  through  all  the  trying  scenes  they  were  called  to 
pass :  and  where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to  make 
especial  mention  of  any. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  remark  that  my  command  numbered,  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st  ultimo,  309  enlisted  men,  19  line  officers,  and  3  field 
and  staff.  The  casualties  of  that  day  were  as  follows :  Enlisted  men 
killed,  22 ;  wounded,  49.  Capts.  Miles  H.  Tibbit><,  Comi^any  F,  and 
Peter  Doyle,  Company  H,  killed ;  Second  Lieuts.  Emanuel  William- 
son. Company  I,  and  John  Butterfield,  Company  K,  wounded  5  also 
Maj.  William  Krimbill,  slightly  wounded  in  the  knee,  and  36  missing. 
My  judgment  is  that  fully  one-half  those  missing  are  killed  or  wounded, 
and  part  of  the  others  taken  prisoners. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

G.  HATHAWAY, 
'Colonel  Seventy-third  Indiana. 

Col.  C.  G.  Habker, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade^  First  Division. 
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Report  of  Col.  Michael  Shoemaker^  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Thirteenth  Eegiment  Michigan  Vols., 

In  Camp,  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Mj  report  of  the  5th,  having  been  made  in  great  haste,  was 
necessarily  very  brief.  I  would,  therefore,  for  the  better  understanding 
of  the  movements  of  this  regiment  during  the  several  days  of  battle, 
commencing  on  the  29th  ultimo  and  ending  on  the  3d  instant,  submit 
the  following: 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th,  when  ordered  to  cross  the  river,  we  were 
on  the  left,  the  Fifty-first  Indiana  in  the  center,  and  the  Seventy-third 
Indiana  on  the  right.  My  regiment  commenced  crossing  as  soon  as  our 
skirmishers  were  fairly  on  the  other  side.  The  skirmishers  were  Com- 
pany A,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Van  Arsdale,  and  Company  F,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  James  R.  Slayton.  They  drove  the  enemy  rapidly, 
the  regiment  following  quite  closely  upon  them. 

When  in  line  in  the  corn-field,  and  receiving  the  third  volley  from  the 
enemy,  we  were  ordered  to  fix  bayonets  and  prepare  to  receive  a  charge 
of  cavalry.  As  my  regiment  was  somewhat  in  advance  of  the  Fifty-first 
Indiana,  and  my  right  covering  their  left,  I  moved  my  regiment  to  the 
left  and  rear,  so  as  to  connect  with  the  Fifty-first  Indiana,  but  still 
leaving  my  left  somewhat  in  advance,  and  in  such  a  position  as  would 
have  enabled  us  to  enfilade  any  force  which  might  charge  the  center. 
Our  position  was  now  a  very  strong  one,  being  in  the  edge  of  the  woods. 
Here  we  remained  until  ordered  to  recross  the  river. 

On  the  31st,  being  in  reserve  when  our  brigade  was  placed  in  position 
on  the  extreme  right  of  the  army,  we  occupied  an  open  field  just  in  rear 
of  where  the  Sixty-fourth  and  Sixty-fifth  Eegiments  Ohio  Volunteers 
and  Seventy-third  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers  were  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  When  the  battery  retired,  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the 
position  we  held  when  the  enemy  advanced  upon  us.  When  they  opened 
fire  upon  us,  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  had  passed  by  our  right 
to  the  rear,  and  we  did  not  see  them  again  until  after  the  close  of  the 
engagement. 

My  regiment  was  in  line  during  the  battle,  and  delivered  their  fire 
with  such  i)recision  and  rapidity  that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was 
brought  to  a  stand  at  the  fence  in  our  front,  and  held  there  for  at  least 
twenty  minutes,  when  their  left,  which  extended  considerably  beyond 
my  right,  having  advanced  so  as  to  make  it  apparent  that  they  would 
soon  turn  my  right  flank,  I  gave  the  order  to  retire,  but  again  formed 
the  regiment  within  12  or  15  rods  of  the  first  line.  The  enemy  advanced 
so  as  to  occupy  our  first  line,  but  broke  and  retreated  precipitately  when 
charged  by  us.  The  Fifty-first  Illinois  advanced  only  to  within  3  rods 
of  our  first  line,  and  then  threw  forward  skirmishers. 

My  regiment  charged  past  the  first  line,  and  to  the  right  down  to 
near  the  fence,  and  full  30  rods  in  advance  of  our  first  position,  over- 
taking and  capturing  the  enemy,  from  the  place  where  the  guns  were 
recaptured,  which  was  to  the  right  and  in  front  of  our  first  line  of  bat- 
tle, to  the  houses  in  our  front,  and  into  a  corn-field,  on  a  line  with  the 
houses.  The  artillery  ceased  firing  a  short  time  before  we  opened  upon 
the  enemy,  and  fell  back  out  of  sight,  with  all  but  the  guns  which  had 
had  their  horses  killed,  and  were  captured.  The  enemy  broke  up  the 
guns  of  our  dead  on  the  first  line  of  battle  while  they  occupied  it.    A 
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lieutenant,  whom  we  captured,  informed  me  that  our  fire  was  very 
destructive,  and  that  their  loss  in  wounded  must  largely  exceed  ours. 

On  the  1st  instant  my  regiment  was  exposed  to  a  scattering  fire  all 
day,  but  was  not  actually  engaged.  At  night  we  were  ordered  to  the 
extreme  front,  to  protect  the  Sixth  Ohio  Battery,  and  lay  all  night  on 
our  arms. 

On  the  2d  instant,  while  supporting  our  battery,  my  regiment  was 
exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  artillery  of  the  enemy,  the  number  of 
guns  playing  upon  us  at  one  time  being,  as  stated  by  Captain  Bradley, 
eighteen.  Though  necessarily  inactive,  my  regiment  steadily  main- 
tained their  position  for  over  an  hour,  when  one  of  our  batteries  com- 
menced playing  upon  us  from  the  rear.  I  then  withdrew  my  regiment 
a  few  rods  to  the  left,  to  a  less  exposed  situation. 

In  the  afternoon  we  crossed  Stone's  Eiver  with  our  division,  and 
remained  there  doing  duty  both  Friday  and  Saturday  nights. 

On  Sunday  morning  we  recrossed  the  river  and  bivouacked  near  the 
hospitals. 

I  am,  sir,  very  res})ectfullv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

M.  SHOEMAKER, 
Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  S.  L.  Coulter, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adji.  Oen.,  Third  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Left  Wing. 


No.  116. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  Mcllvain,  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Sixty-fourth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 

In  the  Field,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  the  number  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  in  this  command,  from  December  27,  1862,  to 
January  3,  1863,  inclusive,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  company 
commanders  now  present.* 

The  command  arrived  on  the  south  bank  of  Stone's  River  on  the 
evening  of  December  29,  1862,  and  crossed  to  the  opposite  or  Murfrees- 
borough  side  after  nightfall  on  the  same  evening,  and  formed  as  reserve 
to  the  remainder  of  the  Twentieth  Brigade.  Recrossed  the  river  during 
the  same  night,  and  next  morning,  while  on  duty  on  the  front,  had  1 
man  killed  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  was  ordered  from  the  left  to  the  right  of 
the  line,  and  occupied  the  second  line  on  the  right.  It  was  discovered 
that  the  enemy  was  approaching  on  the  left  flank ;  I  ordered  the  com- 
mand forward  on  tenth  company,  and,  by  order,  fixed  bayonets  and 
successfully  drove  them  for  some  distance,  when  the  command  became 
isolated  and  was  ordered  to  fall  back. 

-among  the  casualties  of  officers  of  my  command,  1  seriously;  regret 
the  loss  of  Capt.  Joseph  B.  Sweet,  who  fell  while  bravely  leading  his 
company  into  the  thickest  of  the  engagement.  As  an  ofiftcer  and  true 
and  devoted  soldier.  Captain  Sweet  bore  the  well-merited  love  and  re- 
spect of  all  those  who  knew  him.  Having  adopted  military  life  as  a 
profession,  and  for  a  long  time  served  in  the  regular  army,  he  was  pro- 
ficient in  all  the  high  qualifications  that  pertained  to  his  calling.  In  him 
his  country  and  cause  have  lost  a  brave  and  patriotic  officer. 

*  Nonr.inal  list  omitted.     It  shows  24  killed,  66  wounded,  and  17  missing. 
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Of  those  wounded,  honorable  mention  is  justly  due  to  First  Lieuts. 
Warner  Young  and  Joseph  B.  Ferguson,  and  First  Lieut,  and  Kegi 
mental  Adjt.  Chauncey  Woodruff,  all  of  whom  exerted  themselves  to 
their  utmost  to  press  forward  their  respective  commands  to  the  charge, 
and  only  ceased  their  labors  when  overcome  by  the  exhaustion  occa- 
sioned by  their  wounds.  I  learn 'with  pleasure  that,  although  seriously, 
none  were  mortally  wounded. 

The  officers  who  survived  the  battle  did  honor  to  the  State  they  hail 
from  and  the  cause  they  nobly  fought  for.  Of  those  who  commanded 
companies,  the  names  of  each  can  be  honorably  mentioned  in  justice  to 
them :  Capt.  R.  C.  Brown,  of  Company  0  ,*  First  Lieuts.  Samuel  Wolf, 
of  Company  A,  and  Henry  H.  Kling,  of  Company  D  ;  Second  Lieuts. 
Norman  K.  Brown,  Company  F,  and  T.  Eugene  Tillotson,  Company 
B  ;  and  First  Sergts.  James  L.  Hall,  of  Company  G,  and  David  Cum- 
mins, of  Company  H ;  also  Lieut.  George  R.  Hall,  of  Company  K,  and 
Sergeants  Kuneman  and  Holden,  of  Companies  I  and  E,  respectively, 
who  commanded  the  companies  to  which  they  were  attached,  after  their 
immediate  commanders  had  been  either  killed  or  wounded ;  also  Second 
Lieut.  Thomas  E.  Ehlers,  who  assisted  in  the  command  of  Company  A. 
The  above-named  officers  did  their  duty  regardless  of  the  danger  to 
which  they  were  exposed  at  every  step  while  gallantly  leading  their  men 
forward  to  meet  and  charge  the  enemy. 

The  file-closers,  without  exception,  manfully  stood  up  to  their  work, 
and  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  them  all,  single  out  any  one  for  special  sub- 
ject of  remark,  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  attached  to  their  patriot- 
ism and  heroic  military  bearing.  The  men  in  the  ranks  all  did  their 
duty,  and  did  it  well,  and  they  are  heroes,  all. 

While  we  deeply  regret  and  truly  sympathize  with  the  friends  of 
those  who  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  we  are,  as  they  can  be,  con- 
soled with  the  thought  that  they  all  fell  while  bravely  battling  for  theii 
country^s  right  and  the  overthrow  of  rebellion. 

ALEXANDER  McILVAIN, 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  Commanding, 

Col.  C.  G.  Harker, 

Commanding  Twentieth  Brigade, 


No.  117. 

Report  of  Maj.  Horatio  K,  Whitbeck,  Sixty -fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

In  Camp,  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cassil,  left  its  bivouac,  near  Duck  Creek,  on  Monday  morning, 
December  29,  1862.  In  the  advance  its  position  was  on  the  left  wing 
of  the  front  line  of  the  brigade.  Two  companies  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  who  very  soon  encountered  a  strong  cavalry  picket  of  the 
enemy.  This  force  contested  our  advance  at  times  sharply,  but  disap- 
peared near  Stone's  River.  When  within  a  couple  of  miles  of  the  same 
river,  several  shells  were  thrown  at  us  from  cannon,  which  soon  retired. 
In  this  skirmishing  we  sustained  no  loss,  but  several  of  the  enemy's 
saddles  were  seen  to  have  been  emptied  and  the  horses  straggling. 

We  reached  the  heights  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  about  3  p,  m., 
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where  we  lay  in  line  till  after  sundown.  Orders  were  received  to  ad- 
vance upon  Murfreesborough  that  night.  I  was  in  command  of  the  com- 
panies of  skirmishers,  and  immediately  threw  them  across  the  river,  and 
commenced  the  ascent  of  the  opposite  heights. 

Passing  the  skirt  of  woods,  we  encountered  the  enemy^s  skirmishers 
strongly  posted  to  the  front  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  on  my  left 
behind  a  rail  fence.  A  galling  fire  brought  our  line  to  a  halt,  but  we 
soon  cleared  the  hill,  and,  advancing  over  the  crest,  we  found  ourselves 
within  30  paces  of  a  regiment  of  rebels,  who,  in  their  confusion,  were 
rallying  with  great  difficulty.  I  at  once  retired  the  line  to  the  woods, 
where  we  remained  till  the  whole  brigade  had  recrossed,  when  we  were 
quietly  withdrawn. 

Sergeant  Snider,  acting  orderly,  was  wounded  in  the  face,  which  was 
the  only  injury  our  regiment  suffered.  The  regiment  itself  crossed  the 
stream  in  good  order,  under  fire  of  the  rebel  skirmishers,  aud  remained 
in  line  behind  the  skirt  of  woods  till  it  recrossed  with  the  brigade. 

Tuesday  we  lay  in  bivouac  near  the  river,  and  went  on  picket  at 
night.  In  accordance  with  Colonel  Harker^s  order,  we  were  ready  to 
move  at  daybreak,  with  60  rounds  of  cartridges  to  a  man. 

We  received  marching  orders  about  8  a.  m.,  and  moved  at  once  for- 
ward. The  enemy's  sharpshooters  and  a  battery  on  the  opposite  hill 
began  a  fierce  fire  of  ball  and  shell  upon  us  as  we  returned  up  the 
heights.  When  on  the  summit,  a  shell  exploded  in  the  ranks  of  Com- 
pany B,  killing  1  and  wounding  2.  We  double-quicked,  under  a  storm 
of  shell,  after  the  brigade,  which  was  some  distance  ahead,  moving  to 
the  support  of  the  right  wing.  When  the  brigade  was  formed  to  ad- 
vance through  the  open  field  to  the  right  of  General  Van  Cleve's  divis- 
ion, our  regiment  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  front  line,  with  the  Fifty - 
first  Kegiment  Indiana  Volunteers  on  our  right  and  the  Seventy-third 
Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers  to  our  rear.  Company  I,  Captain  Chris- 
tophel,  was  deployed  to  the  front  as  skirmishers,  but,  having  suffered 
severely,  was,  in  a  short  time,  relieved  by  Company  H,  Lieutenant 
Brown.  When  near  the  skirt  of  timber  protruding  from  the  main  forest, 
we  marched  by  the  right  flank  to  support  the  Sixth  Ohio  Battery.  We 
were  again  moved  toward  the  enemy  and  placed  behind  a  rise  of  ground. 
We  suddenly  found  them  in  line  at  a  short  distance,  and  immediately 
commenced  firing.  The  enemy,  though  in  brigade  front,  three  columns 
deep,  staggered,  concealed  himself  as  far  as  possible,  and  did  not  ven- 
ture to  advance  under  our  fire. 

Meanwhile,  General  Van  Cleve's  division  giving  way,  the  line  of  the 
enemy  on  our  left  advancing,  completely  outflanked  us,  and  we  were  suf- 
fering under  a  raking  cross-fire.  We  held  the  position  for  about  thirty 
minutes,  and  fell  back,  in  accordance  with  orders ;  formed  behind  the 
Seventy  third  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  moved  by  the  flank  to 
oppose  the  advancing  right  of  the  enemy.  We  took  our  position  behind 
a  rail  fence,  and  again  held  the  enemy  in  check  for  about  twenty  min- 
utes. At  length,  being  nearly  cut  off  by  the  enemy  on  the  right,  we 
retired  behind  the  line  of  battle,  resting  in  the  wood  near  the  pike. 

We  had  suffered  severely ;  out  of  16  officers  with  the  regiment,  2  had 
been  killed  and  8  wounded.  Second  Lieutenant  Van  Kirk,  command- 
ing Gi^m-prnkj  A,  fell  in  the  advance ;  Captain  Christophel,  of  Company 
I,  some  time  in  the  retreat.  Both  were  doing  their  duty  unflinchingly 
and  manfully.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cassil  having  been  disabled  by  the 
fall  of  his  horse  at  the  second  stand  of  the  regiment,  I  then  took  com- 
mand. We  rejoined  our  division  at  night  near  the  position  we  left  in 
the  morning. 
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Ou  Thursdayj  January  1,  we  lay  in  front,  in  support  and  to  the  right 
of  the  dixth  Ohio  Battery,  during  the  furious  cannonading,  and  were 
annoyed  by  sharpshooters  during  the  whole  day.  We  picketed  at 
night. 

Our  skirmishers  covered  the  front  on  Friday.  The  regiment  lay  in  a 
little  clump  of  wood,  in  support  of  the  battery,  and  exposed  to  the  most 
terrific  shelling  during  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon  our  skirmishers, 
in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  brigade,  cleared  the  wood  in  front  of 
rebel  skirmishers  and  shariDshooters ;  were  in  turn  shelled  out,  and 
again  took  possession  and  held  it. 

]N"ear  night,  and  the  close  of  the  engagement  on  the  left,  we  moved 
over  the  river,  threw  up  a  defense  of  rails  to  the  front,  and  remained 
there  through  the  rain  till  morning.  We  were  retired  till  Saturday 
night,  when  we  again  picketed  the  left  front.  About  2  a.  m.  Sunday 
we  were  marched  back  to  our  present  bivouac. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  casualties  of  the  regiment :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gassil,  severe  sprain  by  the  fall  of  his  horse  j  Major  Whitbeck, 
slightly  wounded  in  the  neckj  Adjutant  Massey,  severely  in  leg  and 
slightly  in  face  and  hip ;  Capts.  Jacob  Christophel,  killed,  and  Voor- 
hees,  through  the  side ;  First  Lieutenant  Gardner,  through  side ;  Sec- 
ond Lieutenants  Van  Kirk,  killed;  Markel,  through  hip;  Brown,  in 
the  shoulder,  and  Pealer,  through  thigh,  and  Acting  Second  Lieutenant 
Book,  in  thigh. 

Of  382  enlisted  men  in  the  engagements  during  the  week,  34  were 
killed,  100  wounded,  and  38  missing;  total,  172.  Of  the  missing,  some 
are  known  to  be  prisoners,  others  are  serving  in  hospitals,  and  a  few 
stragglers  are  still  coming  up. 

I  will  not  particularize  when  all,  officers  and  men,  conducted  them- 
selves so  coolly  and  fought  so  determinedly  against  such  desperate  odds; 
nor  need  I  mention  their  patience  under  such  privations  and  exposures 
in  midwinter. 

HOEATIO  N.  WHITBECK, 
Major  J  Commanding  Sixty -fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers. 

Captain  Coulter, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Third  Brigade, 


No.  118. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Diy.,  Left  Wma,  Fourteenth  A.  C, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.^  January  9, 1863. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  division 
from  and  including  December  27  u})  to  and  including  January  4,  in- 
stant : 

At  11.20  a.  m.,  December  27,  while  in  camp  near  La  Vergne,  I  received 
orders  to  move  forward,  following  the  division  of  General  Wood,  and  to 
detach  a  brigade,  to  proceed  by  the  Jefferson  pike,  and  seize  the  bridge 
across  Stewart's  Creek.  The  duty  of  conducting  this  operation  was  as- 
signed to  Colonel  Hazen.  How  well  and  skillfully  it  was  done  will  be 
seen  by  his  report,  which  is  herewith  forwarded. 
The  brigades  of  Cruft  and  Grose  reached  the  west  bank  of  Stewart's 
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Creek  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  and  bivouacked  thc^re  until  the 
morning  of  the  29th. 

During  all  the  day  (Sunday,  28th)  the  enemy's  pickets  were  in  sight 
across  the  creek,  firing  upon  us  occasionally  at  long  range,  but  did  us 
no  harm. 

On  Monday  morning,  December  29,  at  9  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  de- 
ploy one  regiment  as  skirmishers ;  to  dispose  my  other  troops  so  as  to 
support  it,  and  move  forward  at  10  o'clock  i^recisely,  and  continue  to 
advance  until  the  enemy  were  found  in  position.  This  disposition  was 
made.  A  few  minutes  before  10  o'clock.  Parsons  was  ordeied  to  shell 
the  woods  to  our  front,  and  at  10  o'clock  Grose's  brigade  moved  for- 
ward, skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  supported  by  the  First  Brigade, 
Hazen  not  having  yet  joined  me. 

The  command  advanced  steadily,  dri^^ng  the  light  force  of  rebel  skir- 
mishers before  it  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  some  IJ  miles  on  this  side  of 
Stewart's  Creek  ;  and,  being  under  the  impression  tliat  the  divisions  of 
Wood  and  il^egley  were  to  advance  with  me,  to  my  right  and  left,  I 
halted  for  them  to  come  up. 

In  a  few  minutes  Wood's  advance  came  up  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and 
the  two  divisions  moved  forward,  constantly  skirmishing  (though  much 
heavier  on  Wood's  front  than  my  own),  to  the  ground  occupied  that 
night,  afterward  the  theater  of  the  battle  of  the  31st. 

During  the  day  the  casualties  were  10  wounded  in  Grose's  brigade  ; 
none  severely. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  ray  division  was  formed  as  follows :  The 
Third  Brigade  (Grose's)  in  two  lines,  the  left  resting  on  the  pike;  First 
Brigade  (Cruft's)  to  the  right,  extending  across  the  point  of  woods,  his 
extreme  right  retired  to  connect  with  General  IS'egley's  left,  and  Hazen's 
brigade  in  reserve.  There  was  considerable  skirmishing  during  the  day, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  fell  upon  Cruft's  brigade,  which  was  in  rather 
unpleasant  proximity  to  a  point  of  woods,  to  his  front  and  right,  held 
by  the  enemy  in  strong  force. 

About  4  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  advance  and  open  upon  the  enemy 
with  all  my  artillery.  This  was  not  done,  probably,  as  soon  as  the  order 
contemplated.  The  ground  occupied  by  the  batteries  at  the  time  the 
order  w^as  received  was  low  and  confined.  Upon  pushing  forward  the 
skirmishers  of  the  First  Brigade  to  clear  the  way  to  a  good  artillery 
position,  in  the  open  field  to  the  front,  the  rebels  were  found  numerous 
and  stubborn.  Learning  very  soon  that  a  mere  demonstration  was  in- 
tended, all  my  batteries  opened,  and  I  am  satisfied  damaged  the  enemy 
considerably.  The  skirmish  attending  this  movement  was  quite  brisk, 
the  troops  engaged  doing  themselves  great  credit.  This  closed  the 
operations  of  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  Cruft's  brigade  retained  its  position  of 
the  day  before.  Hazen's  brigade  had  relieved  Grose,  who  had  fallen 
back  to  a  point  some  200  yards  to  the  rear,  and  was  formed  in  two  lines 
nearly  opposite  the  intervals  between  the  First  and  Second  Brigades, 
Standards  battery  on  the  extreme  right,  and  Parsons'  near  tlie  center. 

Early  in  the  morning  1  rode  to  the  right  of  my  own  command,  and 
then  the  battle  had  commenced  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line.  Soon 
afterward,  near  "8  o'clock,  General  Kegley,  through  one  of  his  staff, 
informed  me  he  was  about  to  advance,  and  requested  me  to  advance  to 
cover  his  left.  I  gave  notice  of  this  to  the  general  commanding,  and  a 
few  minutes  later  received  orders  to  move  forward.  I  at  once  ordered 
General  Cruft  to  advance,  keeping  closed  up  well  toward  i^egley  ;  Colo- 
nel Hazen  to  go  forward,  observing  the  movements  of  Wood's  right,  and 
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Grose  to  steadily  advance,  supporting  the  advance  brigade*,^  and  all  to 
use  their  artillery  freely. 

My  line  had  advanced  hardly  100  yards,  when,  upon  reaching  my  own 
right,  I  found  that  General  i^egley  had,  instead  of  advancing,  thrown 
back  his  right,  so  that  his  line  was  almost  perpendicular  to  that  of  Cruft, 
and  to  his  rear ;  and  it  was  also  apparent  that  the  enemy  were  driving 
General  McCook  back,  and  were  rapidly  approaching  our  rear. 

CrutVs  line  was  halted  by  my  order.  I  rode  to  the  left  to  make  some 
disposition  to  meet  the  coming  storm,  and  by  the  time  I  reached  the 
open  ground  to  the  south  of  the  pike,  the  heads  of  the  enemy's  column 
had  forced  their  way  into  the  open  ground  to  my  rear. 

To  order  Grose  to  change  front  to  the  rear  was  the  work  of  a  moment, 
and  he  obeyed  the  order  almost  as  soon  as  given,  retiring  his  new  left  so 
as  to  bring  the  enemy  under  the  direct  fire  of  his  line.  He  opened  upon 
them  in  fine  style  and  with  great  effect,  and  held  his  ground  until  the 
enemy  was  driven  back. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Negley's  command  had,  to  some  extent, 
become  compromised  by  the  confusion  on  the  right,  and  my  First  Bri- 
gade was  exposed  in  front  and  flank  to  a  severe  attack,  which  also  now 
extended  along  my  whole  front.  Orders  were  sent  to  Colonel  Hazen  to 
fall  back  from  the  open  cotton-field  into  which  he  had  moved.  He  fell 
back  a  short  distance,  and  a  regiment  from  Wood's  division,  which  had 
occupied  the  crest  of  a  low  wooded  hill  between  the  pike  and  the  rail- 
road, having  been  removed,  he  took  possession  of  that,  and  there  resisted 
the  enemy. 

At  that  time,  near  11  o'clock,  as  I  think,  my  command  was  all  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy  5  Hazen  on  the  railroad  ;  one  or  two  regiments  to 
the  right ;  some  troops  in  the  point  of  woods  south  of  the  cotton-field, 
and  a  short  distance  in  advance  of  the  general  line,  among  whom  I  was 
only  able  to  distinguish  the  gallant  Colonel  Whitaker  and  his  Sixth 
Kentucky.  Still  farther  to  the  right  Cruft  was  fighting,  aided  by  Stan- 
dart's  guns,  and  to  the  rear  Grose  was  fighting,  with  apparently  great 
odds  against  him. 

All  were  acquitting  themselves  nobly,  and  all  were  hard  pressed.  I 
could  see  that  Grose  was  losing  a  great  many  men,  but  the  importance 
of  Hazen's  position  determined  me,  if  necessary  to  do  so,  to  expend  the 
last  man  in  holding  it.  I  gave  my  attention  from  that  time  chiefly  to 
that  point. 

The  One  hundredth  Illinois  came  up  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and 
fought  steadily.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Grose  was  relieved  of  the  enemy 
in  his  rear,  he  again  changed  front,  moved  to  the  left,  and  co-operated 
with  Colonel  Hazen.  One  regiment  was  sent  to  my  support  from  Gen- 
eral Wood's  command,  which  behaved  splendidly.  I  regret  my  inability 
either  to  name  the  regiment  or  its  officers.  Again  and  again  the  attack 
was  renewed  by  the  enemy,  and  each  time  repulsed,  and  the  gallant  men, 
who  had  so  bravely  struggled  to  hold  the  position,  occupied  it  during  the 
night. 

For  further  details  of  the  day's  operations,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the 
reports  of  the  brigade  and  regimental  commanders,  which  are  herewith 
forwarded,  and  confess  my  obligations  to  them  all  for  their  assistance 
during  the  day. 

Brigadier-General  Cruft  deserves  great  praise  for  so  long  holding  the 
important  position  occupied  by  him  on  our  right,  and  for  skillfully  extri- 
cating his  command  from  the  mass  of  confusion  around  it. 

Standart  fought  his  guns  until  the  enemy  was  upon  him,  and  then 
brought  them  off  safely,  while  the  Second  Kentucky  brought  off  by  hand 
three  guns  abandoned  by  General  Kegley's  division. 
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Colonel  Hazen  proved  himself  a  brave  and  able  soldier  by  the  courage 
and  skill  exhibited  in  forming  and  sheltering  his  troops,  and  in  organ- 
izing and  fighting  all  the  materials  around  him  for  the  maintenance  of 
his  important  position. 

Colonel  Grose  exhibited  great  coolness  and  bravery,  and  fought 
against  great  odds.  He  was  under  my  eye  during  the  whole  day,  and 
I  could  see  nothing  to  Improve  in  his  management  of  his  command. 

I  shrink  from  the  task  of  specially  mentioning  regiments  or  regi- 
mental officers.  All  did  their  duty,  and  from  my  imperfect  acquaint- 
ance with  regiments,  I  am  apprebensive  of  injurious  mistakes. 

I  recognized  during  the  battle  the  Forty- first  Ohio,  which  fought  until 
it  expended  its  last  cartridge,  and  was  then  relieved  by  the  noble  Ninth 
Indiana,  which  came  into  line  under  a  heavy  fire  with  a  shout  which 
inspired  all  with  confidence.  The  Eighty-fourth,  One  hundredth,  and 
One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  I  knew — all  new  regiments,  and  all  so 
fought  that  even  the  veterans  of  Sbiloh  and  other  bloody  fields  had  no 
occasion  to  boast  over  them.  The  Eighty -fourth  stood  its  ground  until 
more  than  one-third  its  numbers  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  Sixth 
and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  the  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  and  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Indiana  were  pointed  out  to  me,  and  I  recognized  the  brave  Colo- 
nel Whitaker  and  his  fighting  men  doing  soldiers'  duty.  I  only  saw  the 
regiments  of  Cruft's  brigade  fighting  early  in  the  day.  I  had  no  fears 
for  them  where  valor  could  win.  Indeed,  the  whole  division  fought  like 
soldiers  trained  under  the  rigid  discipline  of  the  lamented  Kelson,  and 
by  their  courage  proved  that  they  had  caught  a  large  portion  of  his 
heroic  and  unconquerable  spirit. 

During  the  whole  day  I  regarded  the  battery,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Parsons,  assisted  by  his  lieutenants,  Cushing  and  Hunting- 
ton, as  my  right  arm,  and  well  did  the  brilliant  conduct  of  these  cour- 
ageous and  skillful  young  officers  justify  my  confidence.  My  orders  to 
Parsons  were  simple :  ''  Fight  where  you  can  do  the  most  good."  Never 
were  orders  better  obeyed. 

The  reported  conduct  of  the  other  batteries  attached  to  the  division 
is  equally  favorable.     They  were  in  other  parts  of  the  field. 

My  i)ersoual  staff,  Captain  Norton,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general; 
Lieutenants  Simmons  and  Child;  Croxton,  ordnance  officer;  Hayes,  di- 
vision topographical  engineer,  and  Shaw,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry, 
were  with  me  all  day  on  the  field,  aud  carried  my  orders  everywhere^ 
with  the  greatest  courage.  Lieutenant  Simmons  was  severely  injured 
by  a  fragment  ©f  a  shell. 

On  January  1,  this  division  was  relieved  and  placed  in  reserve. 

On  Friday,  the  2d,  Grose's  brigade  was  ordered  over  the  river  to  the 
left,  to  support  the  division  of  Colonel  Beatty,  and  during  the  action  the 
brigade  of  Colonel  Hazen  was  also  ordered  over  to  co-operate  with 
Grose ;  while  the  First  Brigade  (Cruft's)  was  posted  to  support  a  bat- 
tery  on  the  hill  near  the  ford.  For  an  account  of  the  part  the  Second 
and  Third  Brigades  took  in  the  affair  of  Friday  afternoon,  reference  is 
had  to  reports  of  the  officers  in  command. 

During  the  heavy  cannonade  the  First  Brigade  maintained  its  posi- 
tions with  j)erfect  coolness.  While  the  engagement  was  going  on  across 
the  river,  a  rebel  force  of  what  seemed  to  be  three  small  regiments  en- 
tered the  clump  of  woods  in  front  of  the  position  of  our  batteries  on  the 
hill  near  the  ford.  These  troops  were  in  musket  range  of  our  right, 
across  the  creek,  and  I  determined  at  once  to  dislodge  them. 

Seeing  two  regiments,  one  of  which  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Given, 
and  the  other  by  Colonel  Altemire,  I  ordered  them  to  advance  to  the 
edge  of  the  woods  and  deploy  some  comjianies  as  skirmishers.     They 
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obeyed  me  cheerfully  and  pushed  in.  Not  being  williL.g  to  leave  the 
repulse  of  the  enemy  a  matter  of  doubt,  or  to  expose  the  brave  fellows 
to  the  danger  of  heavy  loss,  I  ordered  up  two  of  Cruft's  legiments,  and 
upon  approaching  the  edge  of  the  woods  halted  them — told  them  it  was 
my  purpose  to  clear  the  woods  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  To  inspire 
them  with  coolness  and  confidence,  the  preparations  for  the  cl^arge  were 
made  with  great  deliberation.  To  get  the  proper  direction  for  the  line, 
guides  were  thrown  out  and  the  proper  changes  were  made,  bayonets 
fixed,  and  these  two  regiments,  Thirty -first  Indiana  and  Ninetieth  Ohio, 
ordered  to  clear  the  woods.  They  went  in  splendidly.  It  was  done  so 
quickly  that  the  rebels  had  hardly  time  to  discharge  their  pieces.  They 
fled  with  the  utmost  speed.  All  these  regiments  behaved  handsomely. 
With  this  report  will  be  forwarded  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  my  com- 
mand, and  from  its  fearful  proportions  demonstrates  its  hard  service. 

List  of  casualties. 


Command. 


First  Brigade 

Second  Kigade 

Third  Brigade 

Standart's  battery. 
Parsons'  battery... 
Cockerill's  battery 


Total* 


Killed. 


o 


5 
10 


15 


a 


1^ 


44 

41 

97 

5 

2 

2 


191 


o 
H 


44 

46 

107 

5 

2 

2 


206 


Wounded. 


Missing. 


9 
17 

22 


49- 


a 


218 

318 

456 

12 

14 

13 


1,031 


o 


227 

335 

478 

12 

14 

14 


1,080 


o 


a 

<s 

a 


F—  i  4S 


o 


et 

£ 

be 

bC 


120 

52 

74 

3 

6 

2 


257 


126 
52 

74 
3 
6 
2 


397 

433 

659 

20 

22 

18 


263     1,549 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  PALMEE, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding  Division. 
Maj.  Lyne  Starling, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff,  d^c. 


No.  119. 

Report  of  Surg.  Mason   G.   Sherman^  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  Acting 

Medical  Director. 

Hospital  of  the  Second  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Army  of  the  Oitmberland, 

January  — ,  1863. 

Sm :  As  acting  medical  director  of  your  division,  I  have  the  honor 
to  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  casualties  in  the  several 
days'  battle  before  Murfreesborough: 

Number  of  killed  in  the  First  Brigade 43 

Wounded 185 

Number  of  killed  in  tbe  Second  Brigade 50 

Wounded  severely,  77;  slightly,  215 292 

Number  of  killed  in  the  Third  Brigade 89 

Wounded  severely 484 

Total  killed  and  wounded* 1,143 

•  But  see  revised  statement,  pp.  212,  213. 
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From  the  fact  that  our  hospital  was  nearer  the  battle-field  than  any 
other,  we  were  during  the  fight  necessarily  crowded  with  hundreds  of 
the  wounded  from  other  divisions,  making  our  duties  very  responsible 
and  laborious ;  and  I  cannot,  in  justice,  submit  this  report  without 
making  honorable  mention  of  all  the  medical  officers  in  your  division. 
They  have  shown  themselves  equal  to  their  responsible  duties,  and 
have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  both  day  and  night  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  wounded  who  have  come  under  their  notice ;  and  more 
especially  would  I  make  honorable  mention  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Armstrong,  act- 
ing brigade  surgeon  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  Dr.  S.  H.  Kersey,  acting 
brigade  surgeon  of  the  Third  Brigade,  who  were  selected  as  operating 
surgeons,  and  they  have  proved  themselves  abundantly  competent  to 
the  task,  and  have  not  allowed  themselves  one  moment's  rest  while  the 
suffering  needed  their  attention. 

Their  devotion  to  their  suffering  fellow-soldiers  should  win  for  them 
the  esteem  and  unbounded  confidence  of  all  who  know  them. 
Very  respectfuUv, 

M.  G.  SHERMAN, 
Acting  Medical  Director,  Second  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  M.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Division, 


No.  120. 


Report  of  Capt.  William  E,  Standart,  Battery  B,  First  Ohio  Light  Artti 

lery. 

January  — ,  1803. 

On  December  26,  was  ordered  to  march  ;  took  up  line  of  march  toward 
Murfreesborough ;  in  the  afternoon  moved  to  the  front,  and  fired  on  the 
enemy  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Vergne.  One  man  wounded  by  pre- 
mature discharge. 

December  27,  28,  and  29,  no  casualties. 

December  30,  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  Twenty-second  Brigade, 
and  in  the  afternoon  fired  at  long  range  for  one  hour;  1  horse  killed. 

December  31,  in  the  morning  took  same  position  •,  was  soon  ordered 
to  advance  and  move  in  connection  with  Brigadier-General  Negley's 
division,  which  was  on  my  right,  the  battery  being  on  the  right  of  the 
Twenty-second  Brigade.  General  Oruft's  brigade.  General  Negley's 
division,  not  moving  to  the  front,  and  the  artillery  that  was  on  my  left 
being  moved  off,  changed  our  section  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  the 
Twenty-second  Brigade. 

The  fight  at  this  time  was  general  along  our  front  and  right  and  left 
of  our  position  near  the  fence.  The  enemy  showing  himself  in  great 
numbers  on  the  left,  brought  all  the  guns  to  bear  on  the  cotton-field. 
The  division  of  General  Negley  at  this  time  gave  way ;  we  received  a 
heavy  fire  from  our  right,  held  our  i^osition  for  a  short  time,  and,  the 
ammunition  being  expended,  were  forced  to  retire,  the  enemy  following 
us  close. 

The  caisson  was  ordered  out  and  j)ieces  followed.  Had  S6  rounds  in 
the  boxes  when  went  to  the  supply  trains,  filled  up  the  limbers  of  the 
pieces,  and  sent  the  caisson  to  the  rear,  it  being  all  the  ammunition  that 
I  could  get. 

Loss :  Killed,  1  ;  wounded  (3  since  died),  9  j  missing,  2 ;  15  horses 
killed. 
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111  the  afternoon  of  January  1, 1  was  ordered  up  the  pike  by  Ge  jeral 
Rosecrans.  Not  having  anything  to  do,  was  ordered  to  relieve  Captain 
Stokes^  (Chicago  Board  of  Trade)  battery.  Lieutenant  Baldwin  took 
the  same  position  with  three  pieces,  and  Lieutenant  Sturges,  with  three 
pieces,  as  was  occupied  by  Captain  Stokes'  battery. 

In  the  morning  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  the  three  pieces  of 
Lieutenant  Baldwin,  who  was  soon  forced  to  retire.  Lost  1  man  killed 
and  5  horses.  Lieutenant  Sturges,  not  replying  to  the  enemy's  fire,  re- 
tained his  position.  In  the  afternoon  was  ordered  to  the  letr  with  three 
pieces,  and  opened  fire  as  the  enemy  was  being  successfully  repulsed. 
Remained  on  the  field  for  the  night. 

On  January  3,  in  the  evening,  Lieutenant  Sturges  opened  fire  on  the 
woods  in  his  front,  and  the  enemy's  pickets  being  driven  back,  was  re- 
lieved from  picket  duty.  One  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten  rounds  of 
ammunition  expended.  The  battery  wagon,  being  among  the  wagon 
trains,  was  broken  down ;,  the  axles  have  been  used  to  repair  carriages, 
and  contents  have  been  taken  by  different  batteries.  Lieutenants  Bald- 
win and  Sturges,  as  well  as  every  one  in  the  battery,  did  their  whole 
duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  STANDART, 
Captain  Battery  B,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery, 

Brigadier-General  Palmer, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Left  Wing  of  the  Army, 


No.  121. 

■ 

Report  of  Lieut,  Norval  Osburn,  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

Hdqrs.  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Light  artillery, 

January  — ,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  Battery  F,  First  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  in  the 
march  from  Nashville,  and  the  recent  engagements  near  Murfreesbor^ 
ough,  Tenn. ; 

Our  battery  numbered  on  the  morning  of  December  26,  1862,  125  en 
listed  men  and  3  commissioned  officers,  Capt.  Daniel  T.  Cockerill  com 
manding. 

We  leift  our  camp,  near  Nashville,  about  9  a.  m.  December  26,  1862, 
receiving  orders  from  you  to  march  with  the  Nineteenth  Brigade,  com- 
manded by  Col.  W.  B.  Hazen.  Went  into  camp  late  in  the  evening 
near  La  Vergne,  having  taken  no  part  in  any  of  the  skirmishing  during 
the  day. 

December  27,  received  orders  to  move  with  the  Nineteenth  Brigade 
on  the  Smyrna  pike.  We  came  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  the  cross- 
ing of  the  railroad.  Colonel  Hazen  ordered  a  section  of  our  battery  to 
the  front.  Our  cavalry  made  a  brilliant  charge,  and  drove  the  enemy 
beyond  the  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  when  the  enemy  rallied,  under  cover 
of  a  wood,  and  formed.  We  threw  a  few  well-directed  shell  into  their 
lines,  which  dispersed  them,  killing  some  2  or  3,  as  we  afterward  ascer 
tained.     Bivouacked  near  the  bridge  for  the  night. 

December  28  (Sunday),  remained  on  the  same  ground  during  the  day. 

December  29,  we  moved  with  the  Nineteenth  Brigade  to  the  Murirees- 
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borough  and  Nashville  turnpike,  joined  our  division,  and  encamped  foi 
the  night  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike,  about  3  miles  from  Murfrees- 
borough. 

Decembei  30,  heavy  cannonading  and  brisk  skirmishing  during  the 
day,  but  we,  being  held  in  reserve,  did  not  take  any  part. 

December  31,  we  were  ordered  forward  with  the  Nineteenth  Brigade 
early  in  the  morning  to  take  a  position  near  a  burnt  brick  house  on  the 
right  of  the  turnpike,  but  before  we  gained  the  position  designated  we 
discovered  the  right  wing  giving  way  so  rapidly  before  the  enemy  that 
it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  advance  farther.  We  received  orders  from 
Colonel  Hazen  to  fall  back.  We  then  took  up  position  between  the 
railroad  and  turnpike.  The  enemy  opened  a  destructive  fire  of  shot 
and  shell  from  two  batteries  before  we  got  into  x^osition.  Captain  Cock- 
erill,  deeming  it  prudent,  ordered  the  caissons  to  the  rear  under  cover, 
but  the  drivers,  misunderstanding  the  order,  did  not  go  where  ordered, 
excepting  one.  Five  of  them  got  entirely  separated  from  the  battery, 
and  could  not  be  found  until  12  m.  We  opened  upon  the  enemy  and 
maintained  our  position,  with  the  support  of  the  gallant  Nineteenth 
Brigade,  which  suffered  terribly  from  an  enfilading  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery,  until  our  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

In  the  mean  time  we  had  1  man  killed  and  6  wounded;  we  had  16 
horses  killed  and  disabled.  Captain  Cockerill  having  a  horse  shot  under 
him..  One  limber  was  blown  up  by  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  artillery, 
killing  and  disabling  the  team,  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  us  to 
bring  the  piece  off  the  field,  but  was  saved  from  falling  into  the  ene- 
my's hands  by  the  unflinching  courage  of  our  supporting  infantry. 
Two  of  our  other  pieces,  upon  examination,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
service,  the  axles  being  badly  shivered. 

After  finding  our  caissons,  replenishing  our  limbers,  and  repairing 
one  of  the  disabled  pieces,  we  discovered  the  enemy's  cavalry  attacking 
our  train  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  we  brought  our  guns  to 
bear  upon  them,  fired  a  few  rounds,  when  a  field  officer  ordered  us  to 
cease  firing  ;  that  we  were  firing  upon  our  own  men ;  but  we  afterward 
found  that  he  was  mistaken.  We  were  then  ordered  by  Captain  Men- 
denhall  to  take  position  in  a  corn-field  to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  sup- 
ported by  the  Nineteenth  Brigade  on  oar  left,  and  the  Tenth  Brigade, 
Colonel  Grose  commanding,  on  our  right. 

No  sooner  had  we  taken  our  position  than  the  enemy  opened  upon  us 
with  two  batteries,  one  in  front,  the  other  on  our  left.  Our  fire  for  a 
short  time  was  directed  at  the  enemy's  advancing  columns  of  infantry 
with  marked  effect,  but  our  attention  was  soon  drawn  to  the  enemy's 
artillery,  which  was  doing  much  damage.  Our  fire  was  now  directed  at 
their  batteries.  We  soon  succeeded  in  silencing  the  battery  on  our  left, 
but  the  one  in  our  front  kept  up  a  destructive  fire. 

Our  ammunition  again  becoming  exhausted,  we  drew  off  the  field,  with 
the  loss  of  1  man  killed.  Our  gallant  and  much  esteemed  captain  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  foot  by  a  12-pounder  solid  shot,  and  had  to  be 
borne  from  the  field,  to  the  great  mortification  of  his  whole  command. 
Eight  enlisted  men  wounded,  also  8  horses  killed  and  disabled.  We 
retired  to  the  rear  to  replenish  our  ammunition  chests  and  prepare  some 
refreshments,  also  to  seek  some  rest,  which  was  so  much  needed.  The 
command  of  the  battery  now  devolved  upon  me. 

January  1,  we  were  held  in  reserve  with  the  Nineteenth  Brigade. 

January  2,  we  took  position  early  in  the  morning  to  the  left  of  the 
railroad,  by  order  of  Captain  Mendenhall,  supported  by  the  Twenty- 
first  Brigad^.,  Colonel  Wagner  commanding,  the  Seventh  Indiana  Bat- 
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tery  on  our  right.  Our  skirmishers  advanced  across  the  field  in  our 
front,  when,  nearing  the  wood  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  field,  about 
1,000  yards  distant,  the  enemy  opened  upon  them  with  artillery,  to 
which  we  promptly  replied,  silencing  the  enemy's  guns  in  a  very  few 
moments.  We  remained  silent  until  3  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  made  an 
advance  on  our  left  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  We  opened  fire 
on  a  battery  in  our  immediate  front,  which  was  operating  against  our 
infantry,  which  was  on  the  Oi)posite  side  of  the  stream.  We  then  re- 
ceived orders  from  Cai>tain  Mendenhall  to  change  front,  to  fire  to  the 
left  on  the  advancing  columns  of  infantry  which  were  pressing  ooir  left 
wing  back.  We  here  fired  several  shots,  when  we  received  orders  from 
one  of  General  Eosecraus'  aides  to  take  position  in  an  open  field  to  our 
left,  on  the  right  of  the  Chicago  battery.  We  here  kex^t  up  a  continuous 
fire  until  ordered  to  cease.  We  then  bivouacked  for  the  night  upon  the 
field. 

January  3,  we  were  ordered  to  take  the  same  position  that  we  occu- 
pied the  morning  of  the  2d  instant.  We  were  ordered  inside  the  forti- 
fications in  the  evening,  where  we  remained  during  the  night. 

Not  expecting  to  be  called  upon  at  the  beginning  of  the  recent  en- 
gagements to  make  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  us,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  give  it  as  minutely  as  I  desire,  but  I  sum  up  our  casualties  as  follows : 
Two  enlisted  men  killed,  1  commissioned  officer  and  13  enlisted  men 
wounded,  2  enlisted  men  missing,  24  horses  killed  and  disabled  ;  lost  2 
sets  wheel  harness,  6  sets  lead  harness,  6  Sergeant's  saddles  and  bridles, 
7  navy  revolvers,  and  12  paulins  ;  2  gun-carriages  disabled  and  1  limber 
blown  up. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
of  the  battery,  who,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  displayed  great  cool- 
ness throughout  the  entire  contest,  being  the  first  time  they  were  ever 
under  fire  of  any  consequence. 

N.  OSBUEN, 
Lieutenant,  Gomdg.  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Vol,  Artillery. 

Oapt.  W".  E.  Standart, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Fourth  Div.,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


No.  122. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Charles  C.  Parsons,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  commanding 

Batteries  R  and  M. 

Camp  near  Stone's  River,  Tenn., 

January  5,  1S63. 

Captain  :  Agreeably  to  instructions  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  part  taken  by  Batteries  H  and  M,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery, 
under  my  command,  in  the  recent  operations  against  the  enemy  at  this 
point. 

These  batteries  opened  fire  for  the  first  time  on  the  morning  of  De- 
cember 29,  from  their  position  commanding  Stewart's  Creek.  After  a 
few  rounds  of  shell,  the  enemy's  pickets  were  dislodged  from  their  shel- 
ter, in  the  opposite  heights,  when,  upon  receiving  information  from  Gen- 
eral Palmer  that  our  own  infantry  had  forded  the  creek,  I  returned  to 
the  pike,  crossed  the  bridge,  and  moved  forward  with  our  first  line  of 
reserves.  About  1  mile  from  the  creek  I  observed  indications  that  the 
enemy  had  taken,  position  with  his  artillery,  awaiting  our  approach. 
With  General  Palmer's  permission,  we  opened  fire  with  our  rifles,  and 


524  KY.,  MID    AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA  ,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Ceap.  XXXn 

again  dislodged  him,  after  which  the  advance  was  continued.  We  fired 
no  more  during  the  day,  and  at  night  moved  into  park,  in  rear  of  the 
line  of  battle,  3  miles  from  Murfreesborough. 

Od  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  upon  Oox's 
battery,  to  our  left  and  front.  During  a  spirited  cannonading  one  of 
his  shells  struck  in  Battery  H,  killing  1  private,  1  horse,  and  wounding 
1  sergeant.  We  moved  at  once  into  the  position  assigned  us  by  Gen- 
eral Palmer,  and  formed  the  batteries  en  echelon^  supported  on  the  left 
by  the  Tenth,  and  on  the  right  by  the  Twenty-second  Brigade.  I  found 
no  occasion,  however,  to  open  fire  until  about  4  jj.  m.,  when,  upon  re- 
ceiving information  that  an  artillery  demonstration  from  the  left  wing 
to  support  our  right,  then  hotly  pressed,  was  necessary,  we  commenced 
shelling  the  enemy's  rifle-pits  beyond  the  brick  house;  at  the  same 
time  elevating  the  range  of  the  rifled  pieces,  in  order,  if  possible,  to 
awaken  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  latter  eflbrt  was  successful ;  but 
after  exchanging  a  few  shots,  during  which  but  1  of  my  men  was  wounded, 
the  enemy's  fire  was  silenced.  Satisfied  that  my  positio^i  was  an  unfit 
one  for  artillery  at  night,  I  retired  from  the  cedars  after  dark  and  went 
into  park  in  the  open  field  behind  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  I  thought  it  most  in  accordance  with  my 
instructions  from  General  Palmer  to  remain  in  the  position  where  I 
then  was,  in  order  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  should  he  turn 
our  right.  At  about  8  a.  m.  our  infantry  came  falling  back  from  the 
pine  wood  in  this  direction,  when  our  batteries  were  swung  around  and 
brought  at  once  into  action.  The  approach  of  the  enemy  was  parallel, 
instead  of  perpendicular,  to  our  front,  and  when  he  had  arrived  within 
about  300  yards  we  opened  upon  his  first  line  and  column  of  reserves 
an  enfilade  fire  of  canister.  The  attempt  to  advance  was  continued  for 
a  few  moments ;  then  an  effort  to  change  front  was  followed  by  a  feeble 
charge  upon  the  batteries,  when,  upon  being  repulsed,  the  enemy  fell 
back  beyond  our  view.  He  reappeared  shortly  afterward  to  our  leftj 
but  again,  upon  receiving  our  fire,  fell  back,  and  a  portion  of  our  in- 
fantry. I  then  took  position  upon  the  slight  elevation,  nearer  the  pike, 
in  season  to  assist  in  checking  the  enemy's  advance  upon  General  Eous- 
seau's  position ;  after  which  both  batteries  changed  front  and  opened  fire, 
by  order  of  General  Palmer,  upon  the  brick  house,  to  co-operate  with 
Colonel  Hazen's  brigade.  So  soon  as  I  believed  the  enemy  dislodged 
from  this  position,  our  pieces  were  moved  to  the  front  and  directed  upon 
his  infantry,  advancing  into  the  cedar  wood  formerly  held  by  the  Twenty- 
second  Brigade.  The  enemy,  meanwhile,  directed  one  of  his  batteries 
upon  us,  but  I  did  not  think  it  proper  to  reply,  so  long  as  our  ammuni- 
tion could  be  used  with  better  effect  upon  his  infantry.  At  about  12  m., 
just  as  I  had  nearly  given  out  of  ammunition,  I  received  orders  from 
Captain  Mendenhall  to  retire. 

At  about  4  o'clock  I  moved  to  the  front,  by  order  of  General  Palmer, 
and  from  the  elevation  on  either  side  of  the  railroad  opened  upon  the 
enemy's  infantry.  His  advance  was  effectually  checked,  and  at  sunset 
I  was  ordered  to  retire  and  refit. 

At  daylight,  January  1,  we  moved  to  a  position  on  General  Rous- 
seau's front,  where  I  was  ordered  by  General  Rosecrans.  Except  for 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  whom  we  dispersed  at  intervals 
by  firing  spherical  case,  we  were  not  actively  engaged  during  the  day, 
and  at  night  retired  to  a  position  near  the  pike,  where  our  horses  were 
fed  and  watered. 

During  the  night  and  on  the  next  morning  I  was  ordered  by  differ- 
ent officeis  to  resume  my  previous  position.    I  was  obliged  to  decline 


Chap.  XXXn.J  THE  STONE'S  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  525 

obeying  these  orders,  owing  to  those  I  had  received  from  Captain  Men- 
denhall,  directing  me  to  await  his  own.  The  position  in  which  I  was 
placed  by  this  conflict  of  orders  was  exceedingly  painful,  but  I  found 
myself  justified  by  subsequent  events. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  of  the  2d  instant,  after  I  had  been  placed  in  posi 
tion  by  Captain  Mendenhall  on  an  elevation  near  Negley's  division,  two 
of  the  enemy^s  batteries  opened  upon  us  from  the  front,  while  a  third 
gave  signal  for  his  last  attack  upon  our  left.  I  advanced  the  four  rifles, 
holding  my  howitzers  in  reserve  for  the  shortest  range.  The  battericvs 
around  me  were  silenced  far  too  soon,  for  when  my  rifled  ammunition 
was  exhausted  I  found  that  some  scoundrel  had  led  off  my  caissons,  and 
I  was  left  only  with  the  howitzers  to  reply  to  the  enemy's  concentrated 
artillery  fire.  Fortunately,  Captain  Swallow's  battery  came  up  beside 
us,  and  the  crest  of  the  hill  was  held  until  our  re-enforcements  came  up, 
when,  with  the  assistance  of  Captain  Stokes'  battery,  the  enemy's  guns 
were  silenced. 

We  ceased  firing,  with  our  last  shot  exhausted.  We  have  not  again 
been  engaged  or  under  fire.  I  have  to  remark,  in  this  connection,  that 
if  through  the  five  consecutive  days,  during  which  we  were  thus  more 
or  less  severely  engaged,  we  expended  an  unusual  amount  of  ammuni- 
tion, it  must  be  recognized  that  we  have  been  longer,  and,  in  general, 
more  closely  engaged  than  perhaps  any  other  batteries  of  the  army,  and 
that  nearly  all  our  ammunition  has  been  expended  at  short  range. 

The  follovving  are  our  casualties,  &c. :  Number  of  men  killed,  15;  num- 
ber of  men  wounded,  14;  number  of  men  missing,  6;  horses  killed,  20 j 
pieces  disabled,  Ij  rounds  of  ammunition  fired,  2,299. 

In  place  of  the  inece  disabled,  the  Nineteenth  Illinois  gave  me  one  cap- 
tured by  them  from  the  enemy. 

I  do  myself  honor,  sir,  in  asking  your  attention  to  the  efficient  and 
meritorious  services  of  Lieuts.  Harry  C.  Cushing  and  Henry  A.  Hunt- 
ington, both  of  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery.  Disregarding  all  personal 
exposure  under  all  circumstances,  and  especially  during  the  hottest 
fires  of  December  31  and  2d  instant,  these  gallant  officers  discharged 
their  duty  with  such  coolness  and  fidelity  that  they  deserve  my  most 
grateful  mention. 

My  brave  men  look  for  their  reward  to  the  generous  appreciation 
which  has  been  freely  offered  them  by  the  troops  with  whom  they  fought 
and  the  general  commanding  the  division  in  which  they  serve. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  C.  PARSONS, 
First  Lieutenant  Fourth  U.  8.  Artillery,  Comdg.  Battalion. 

Oapt.  D.  W.  Norton, 

A6 distant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  12.3. 


Reports  of  Brig,  Oen.  Charles  Gruft,  U.  S.  Army^  commanding  First  Brv 
gade,  including  skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  December  26. 

Hdqrs.  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Left  Wing, 
In  the  Field,  be/ore  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  8,  1863. 
Captain  :  I  herewith  submit,  for  the  consideration  of  the  general  com 
manding  the  division,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  bri- 
gade in  the  recent  action  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. : 
The  brigade  broke  camp,  near  Nashville,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th 
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ultimo.  The  effective  iufantry  strength  of  the  command  on  It^aving 
camp  was  1,207.  It  consisted  of  the  First  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Ool. 
D.  A.  Euyart ;  Second  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Ool.  T.  D.  Sedgewick ; 
Thirty-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  Col.  John  Osborn,  and  Niuetieth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  Col.  I.  N.  Eoss.  Captain  Standart^s  Ohio  battery,  Company 
B,  First  Regimeut,  was  attached  to  the  command  for  temporary  service. 

After  passing  the  picket  lines  near  Nashville,  this  brigade  had  the 
advance,  preceded  by  a  portion  of  Colonel  Kennett's  cavalry  command. 
After  various  trifling  skirmishes  and  some  artillery  firing,  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  were  forced  into  the  village  of  La  Verne.  Here  quite  a  force 
of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  (or  dismounted  cavalry)  of  the  enemy 
disputed  the  occupancy  of  the  place.  General  Palmer  ordered  me  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  the  woods  on  the  left  and  take  possession  of  the 
village  from  that  quarter  if  daylight  would  permit.  The  Thirty-first 
Indiana  and  First  Kentucky  Volunteers  were  placed  under  command 
of  Colonel  Enyart  and  sent  by  me  to  accomplish  this.  Colonel  Murray, 
of  the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  having  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  for 
temporary  dwty,  was  placed  upon  the  left  flank  of  these  regiments,  and 
with  his  command  acted  very  handsomely  in  protecting  it  and  scouring 
the  woods  beyond. 

The  regiments  above  named  advanced,  toward  nightfall,  under  cover 
of  the  cedars  on  the  left,  and  finding  the  enemy  in  force  near  the  frame 
church  on  the  west  of  Stony  Creek,  attacked  him,  and,  after  a  sharp 
discharge  of  musketry,  ran  in  on  a  bayonet  charge  and  routed  him, 
forcing  him  across  the  creek  and  occupying  the  west  bank.  Our  line  of 
skirmishers  was  then  placed  in  the  field  beyond  the  creek  and  along  the 
outskirts  of  the  village.  The  conduct  of  both  regiments  and  all  their 
officers  in  this  skirmish  was  excellent. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  were  8  wounded. 

The  Thirty-first  Indiana  was  withdrawn  to  the  rear  to  encamp,  and 
Colonel  Enyart,  with  his  regiment  (First  Kentucky)  and  a  section  of 
artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Newell,  was  left  to  occupy  the  position  until 
morning. 

On  the  27th  ultimo  the  brigade  reached  Stewart's  Creek,  and  went 
into  camp  at  night. 

On  the  28th  (Sunday),  the  command  lay  at  Stewart's  Creek,  one-half 
of  the  brigade  on  picket  duty. 

On  the  29th,  the  brigade  advanced  from  Stewart's  Creek  in  line  of 
battle  across  the  field,  and  at  night  took  position  in  the  front,  on  the 
right  of  the  Nashville  turnpike,  in  the  cedars,  near  Cowan's  burnt  house, 
about  3 J  miles  west  from  Murfreesborough.  An  effective  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  thrown  forward  and  the  open  ground  to  our  front  firmly 
held. 

On  the  30th,  the  brigade  rested  in  position,  holding  the  point  of  woods 
where  it  was  bivouacked,  and  the  line  of  pickets  to  the  front  during  the 
fierce  engagement  which  occurred  on  the  right  of  our  line.  During  the 
night  the  Second  Kentucky  Volunteers  (Colonel  Sedgewick)  was  on 
picket  duty. 

This  regiment  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy's  picket  from  the  crest 
in  the  field  near  the  burnt  house.  His  temporary  shelters  along  the  row 
of  peach  trees  on  the  lane,  some  60  yards  east  of  the  burnt  house,  were 
occupied  by  my  troops  alter  a  sharp  night  skirmish,  and  held  by  them 
against  two  charges  of  cavalry  until  daylight  the  following  morning. 
No  pains  were  spared  to  explain  my  position  during  the  night.  Sup- 
port was  promised  on  my  left,  but  did  not  come.  If  re-enforced  on  the 
tlank,  this  position  could  i^robably  have  been  held.    One-half  the  effective 
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force  of  my  brigade  was  kept  out  all  night  on  picket,  trying  to  hold 
this  advanced  line.  The  attempt  was  partially  successful.  It  was  sus- 
pected that  the  enemy  had  rifle-pits  and  a  large  force  beyond  the  crest; 
but  the  best  reconnaissance  I  could  make  by  night  could  not  furnish  the 
facts.  Subsequent  knowledge  evinced  the  correctness  of  the  supposi- 
tion, and  also  demonstrated  the  fact  that  5,000  troops  could  not  have 
taken  and  held  the  crest  which  my  brigade  of  1,200  attempted  to  reach 
and  hold. 

On  the  31st  ultimo  an  order  was  received  from  the  general  com- 
manding division,  about  8  a.  m.,  to  advance  in  line,  with  the  brigade 
supporting  me  on  the  right  and  left.  The  brigade  was  promptly  put 
in  motion,  formed  in  two  lines,  as  follows :  The  Second  Kentucky  and 
Thirty  first  Indiana  Volunteers  (under  general  charge  of  Colonel  Sedge- 
wick  as  ranking  officer)  constituting  the  front  line,  and  First  Kentucky 
and  JSTinetieth  Ohio  (under  general  charge  of  Colonel  Enyart  as  ranking 
officer)  forming  the  second  line ;  Captain  Standards  artillery  was  formed 
in  half-battery  on  each  flank  of  the  front  line.  The  brigade,  by  this 
formation,  exhibited^a  front  of,  say,  600  men,  or  less  than  a  full  regi- 
ment. Colonel  Hazen's  brigade  was  in  position  on  my  left  and  rear, 
and  brigades  of  General  Kegley's  division  on  the  right.  Upon  giving 
the  orders  to  advance,  my  skirmishers  ran  rapidly  forward  from  the 
wood  and  engaged  those  of  the  enemy  in  the  open  field.  They  drove 
them,  and  my  front  line  advanced  promptly  up  to  the  rail  fence  in  the 
margin  of  the  woods.  The  enemy  pushed  toward  us  rapidly,  and  charged 
my  line  in  great  force  and  in  solid  rank.  The  fight  became  very  severe 
and  obstinate  about  9  a.  m. 

My  troops  fought  with  heroism.  Every  officer  and  soldier  acted  well, 
and  seemed  to  me  to  accomplish  more  than  could  be  expected  of  him. 
For  sturdy  endurance,  stalwart  bravery,  and  manly  courage,  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  the  conduct  of  these  two  regiments  here  could  be  sur- 
passed. The  enemy  were  driven  back,  although  superior  in  numbers 
His  charge  was  made  in  two  lines,  with  the  appearance  of  a  four-rank 
formation,  and  in  most  admirable  order  and  discipline. 

After  the  first  repulse,  and  before  my  line  could  be  advanced,  the 
enemy  made  a  second  charge  (reserving  fire  until  a  close  approach  was 
had),  which  was  more  furious  than  before.  The  Second  Kentucky  and 
Thirty- first  Indiana  nobly  held  their  ground,  and,  after  some  thirty  min- 
utes' well-directed  fire,  drove  him  back  again  for  a  short  distance. 

A  respite  of  a  few  minutes  in  active  firing  enabled  me  to  execute  a 
passage  of  lines  to  the  front,  to  relieve  the  first  line,  the  ammunition  of 
which  was  nearly  exhausted.  This  maneuver  was  well  executed,  con- 
sidering that  it  was  done  under  a  brisk  fire  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
the  cross-fire  of  flanking  parties  that  had  already  passed  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  line,  and  in  face  of  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 

The  rear  line  (now  front)  was  soon  actively  engaged.  I  attempted 
with  it  to  assail  the  enemy,  and  ordered  an  advance.  The  First  Ken- 
tucky, Colonel  Enyart,  on  the  right  of  the  line,  made  a  gallant  charge, 
and  drove  the  enemy  before  it,  rushing  forward  to  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
clear  beyond  and  to  the  right  of  the  burnt  house.  The  fire  was  so  severe 
from  the  enemy's  force  at  the  burnt  house,  on  the  left,  that  the  order  to 
move  up  the  Ninetieth  Ohio  was  countermanded ;  not,  however,  until 
many  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  gallant  regiment  had  pressed  for- 
ward over  the  fence  in  line  with  the  old  First  Kentucky. 

The  sad  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  Ninetieth  and  First 
Regiments  speaks  loudly  of  the  courage  and  manhood  they  evinced  in 
this  charge.    Standart,  with  Ms  gallant  gunners,  was  throwing  in  grape 
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and  canister  from  the  flanks  as  my  men  ran  forward  to  the  charge,  and 
thinning  the  enemy's  ranks.  He  was  too  strong  for  us,  however,  and 
soon  my  gallant  advance  was  beaten  back  to  the  point  of  woods.  This 
point  was  still  held.  The  brigade  on  the  left  was  never  pressed  up  to 
my  front,  and  left  me  exposed  from  this  quarter.  General  Negle.y's 
brigade,  on  the  right,  first  advanced  with  me,  but,  yielding  to  the  im- 
pulsive charge  of  the  enemy,  broke  up,  and  a  portion  of  it  drifted  in 
disorder  immediately  to  my  rear,  and  left  me  exposed  to  the  cross-fire 
of  the  enemy  from  the  woods  on  the  right.  We  were  now  completely 
flanked.  Our  own  troops  impeded  my  retreat.  Cannon,  caissons,  artil- 
lery wagons,  and  bodies  of  men  in  wild  retreat  filled  the  road  and 
woods  to  ray  rear,  precluding  everything  like  proper  and  orderly  retreat. 
Captain  Standart's  artillery  ammunition  was  failing  rapidly.  He  was 
shifting  front  constantly  to  keep  off  the  enemy.  The  cartridges  of  my 
men  were  becoming  short.  Messages  were  sent  to  the  rear  for  re-en- 
forcements and  for  the  reserve  brigade  of  the  division.  The  enemy's 
fire  was  upon  three  sides  of  my  position,  and  apparently  exactly  to  the 
rear,  in  the  woods.  It  was  impossible  to  get  ammunition  up,  to  com- 
municate with  the  general  commanding  the  division,  or  to  obtain  re- 
enforcemeuts. 

In  this  condition  the  ground  was  still  held  for  some  forty  minutes 
longer  than  seemed  right  or  proper.  My  command  had  some  cover  in 
the  edge  of  the  woods  from  the  enemy's  bullets,  and  still  kept  up  a  fire 
sufficiently  strong  to  keep  them  from  rushing  into  the  woods.  Seeing 
my  little  brigade  failing  rapidly,  and  many  of  its  best  men  carried 
wounded  to  the  rear,  without  hope  of  support,  or  further  ability  to  hold 
on,  I  withdrew  it  in  as  good  order  as  practicable.  The  enemy  pressed 
closely,  firing  constantly  into  the  ^retreating  mass.  We  faced  to  rear, 
and  covered  the  retreat  of  General  Negley's  men  as  well  as  could  be 
done.  The  Second  Kentucky  Eegiment  brought  off  three  pieces  and 
the  Ninetieth  Ohio  Volunteers  one  piece  of  abandoned  artillery  by  hand 
which  the  enemy  were  rushing  upon  and  about  to  capture. 

Standards  battery  was  saved,  with  a  loss  of  3  men  and  7  horses.  It 
had  but  16  rounds  of  ammunition  when  the  order  to  retire  was  given. 
Upon  falling  back  to  the  edge  of  the  wood,  on  the  west  side,  I  met 
Major-General  Thomas  and  reported  to  him,  and,  with  his  consent,  con- 
tinued to  fall  back  across  the  open  ground  to  the  turnpike  with  my 
shattered  forces,  now  numbering  about  500.  After  forming  in  line  along 
the  turnpike  (about  12  m.),  the'  brigade  was  ordered,  by  a  member  of 
General  Kosecrans'  staff,  to  the  left,  to  support  a  battery  on  the  rail- 
road. It  took  this  position  and  held  it  during  the  remainder  of  the  day 
and  the  night  following. 

On  the  Ist  instant,  the  brigade  was  placed  in  line  on  the  right  of  the 
division,  in  rear  of  the  interval  between  the  First  and  Third  Divisions. 
After  remaining  thus  until  noon,  it  was  advanced  to  the  front  to  support 
Swallow's  (Indiana)  battery,  posted  on  a  commanding  elevation  to  the 
left  of  the  railway,  and  near  the  ford  across  Stone's  Eiver.  During  the 
day  it  was  exposed  to  occasional  shelling  from  the  enemy's  batteries. 

On  the  2d  instant,  rude  breastworks  were  constructed  back  of  the 
batteries,  and  the  brigade  held  the  same  position  behind  them.  It  lay 
here  during  the  severe  fight  across  the  creek  on  our  left,  supporting 
the  batteries,  and  exposed  to  a  heavy  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  guns 
A  higher  scene  of  cool  moral  courage,  perhaps,  has  not  been  evinced 
during  the  war  than  that  exhibited  by  my  brigade  on  this  memorable 
day.  The  line  lay  still  and  quiet  behind  the  frail  works  we  had  been 
able  to  construct,  with  the  shot  and  shell  of  the  enemy  coming  from 
three  directions  and  bursting  above,  in  front  of  it,  and  all  around  it, 
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while  our  owu  massed  batteries  were  belching  out  theii  3ontents  in 
front  of  and  over  it.  The  roar  of  artillery  was  terrific.  The  smoke 
from  our  own  pieces  and  the  bursting  shell  of  the  enemy  at  times  ob- 
scured the  line  from  view.  By  some  wonderful  Providence  but  three 
men  of  the  brigade  were  killed  here  by  the  enemy's  shells. 

About  dark,  and  when  the  enemy  were  driven  upon  our  left,  the  bri- 
gade was  advanced  by  General  Palmer,  he  gallantly  leading  two  regi- 
ments, the  Thirty -first  Indiana  and  ^N^inetieth  Ohio,  to  the  point  of  woods, 
a  half  mile  to  the  front  and  left  of  our  artillery  position,  and  in  line  with 
our  advance  on  the  left,  across  the  creek.  1  followed  raj)idly  with  the 
residue  of  the  brigade  across  the  open  field  to  the  general's  riglit,  and 
on  line  with  him.  Knowing  nearly  the  position  of  a  masked  battery  of 
the  enemy  hid  by  a  crest  in  the  field,  I  ordered  the  men  to  cheer  loudly 
as  we  approached  the  latter.  It  had  now  become  dark.  As  the  noise 
of  the  last  cheer  died  away,  the  enemy  opened  a  fire  of  shrapnel  from 
four  small  guns.  The  line  immediately  laid  down  under  shelter  of  the 
crest,  aud  for  some  thirty  minutes  the  enemy  continued  to  play  at  us. 
His  shot  passed  just  over  our  heads  and  struck  the  ground  not  to  exceed 
100  feet  to  the  rear  of  our  line. 

Only  a  single  casualty  occurred  here — the  death  of  one  man,  strucK 
by  a  shell.  He  was  a  straggler,  not  connected  with  my  command,  who 
was  attempting  to  get  to  the  rear.  A  strong  picket,  from  my  brigade, 
was  posted  in  the  wood  and  across  the  field,  and  the  residue  brought 
back  to  camp  near  the  artillery.  The  latter  position  was  maintained  by 
the  brigade  until  the  evacuation  of  the  enemy. 

The  following  statement,  condensed  from  the  report  of  the  medical 
officer  of  my  staff,  and  the  returns  of  the  regimental  commanders,  ex- 
hibits the  casualties  of  the  brigade  and  battery,  to  wit : 
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It  may  be  observed  that  the  above  statement  includes  as  wounded 
only  those  disabled  from  duty ;  slight  hurts  and  trivial  injuries  are  not 
included.  Of  those  rated  as  missing,  about  one-half  the  number  are 
stated  by  their  officers  to  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy  in  the  battle 
of  the  31st  ultimo.  The  number  of  casualties,  it  wiU  be  noted,  reaches 
nearly  one- third  of  my  effective  strength. 

Herewith  are  inclosed  the  reports  of  Colonels  Enyart,  Sedgewick, 
Osborn,  and  lioss,  commanding  the  various  regiments  of  the  brigade, 
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and  the  report  of  Surg.  J.  B.  Armstrong,  medical  officer  of  my  staff. 
These  reports  will  convey  to  the  general  commanding  the  division  a 
better  knowledge  of  many  of  the  details  of  the  recent  actions  than  can 
be  embraced  in  this  general  statement.  They  make  honorable  mention 
of  many  line  and  subaltern  officers,  w-hich  is  deserving,  and  to  w^hich  I 
crave  special  attention. 

Before  concluding,  I  beg  to  say  to  the  general  commanding  the  divis- 
ion that  the  officers  and  men  of  all  the  regiments  under  my  command 
behaved  uniformly  well.  Three  of  the  regiments  are  veterans,  and  have 
left  their  impress  upon  former  battle-fields.  The  Ninetieth  Ohio,  though 
for  the  first  time  thrown  into  a  severe  engagement,  behaved  admirably, 
and  achieved  for  itself  a  right  to  rank  with  its  associates  in  the  old 
Twenty-second,  or  any  brigade  where  high-toned  valor  is  displayed. 

Colonels  Sedgewick,  Enyart,  Eoss,  and  Osborn  displayed  marked 
gallantry  on  the  field  during  the  engagement,  and  handled  their  com- 
mands with  courage,  skill,  and  prudence.  Their  associates,  field  and 
staff  officers,  nobly  seconded  them.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  dis- 
tinctions among  these,  where  all  performed  their  duty  so  bravely  and 
cheerfully. 

To  Captain  Standart  and  his  gallant  battery  I  am  under  peculiar 
obligations.  This  brave  officer  and  his  command  have  long  been  asso- 
ciated with  this  brigade.  Although  chief  of  artillery  to  the  division,  he 
preferred  to  fight  his  own  battery,  and. was  with  it  constantly.  It  ren- 
dered most  effective  service  whenever  put  in  action.  His  associate  offi- 
cers, Lieuts.  N.  A.  Baldwin  and  E.  P.  Sturges,  acted  nobly  throughout, 
and,  with  the  gunners,  drivers,  aud  artillerymen  of  all  grades,  stood 
bravely  to  their  work  in  the  fight  on  the  31st  ultimo,  almost  against 
hope,  and  safely  brought  away  their  battery.  The  battery  was  chiefly 
instrumental  in  saving  the  brigade  in  this  position. 

Of  my  personal  staff,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  Capt.  W.  H. 
Fairbanks,  of  the  Thirty-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, was  at  his  post  constantly,  and,  as  on  former  occasions, 
behaved  gallantly.  Lieut.  John  Wright,  of  the  First  Kentucky,  acting 
aide-de-camp,  displayed  high  courage  on  the  field  and  most  soldierly 
bearing  throughout.  I  recommend  his  promotion  for  gallantry  in  the 
action  of  the  31st  ultimo.  Lieut.  J.  C.  Beeler,  of  the  Thirty-first  Indiana 
Volunteers,  acting  quartermaster  to  the  brigade,  discharged  his  duties 
properly  and  fearlessly ;  staid  with  his  transportation  while  under  fire, 
took  care  of  it,  and  lost  no  Government  property. 

Surg.  J.  B.  Armstrong  made  very  ample  and  efficient  arrangements 
for  the  wounded  of  the  brigade,  and,  by  his  care  and  attention,  in  con- 
junction with  the  regimental  surgeons,  got  them  speedily  from  the  field, 
and  had  them  as  well  cared  for  as  those  of  any  other  command.  He 
reports  to  me  good  conduct  on  the  part  of  all  regimental  surgeons. 

The  department  of  Captain  Eobinson,  commissary  of  subsistence,  was 
well  managed.  Though  absent  himself,  it  was  left  in  good  hands,  and 
my  trooi:>s  were  at  all  times  during  the  days  of  the  battle  furnished  with 
proper  rations,  regardless  of  the  danger  of  conveying  them. 

Two  orderlies  from  my  escort  (Corpl.  James  T.  Slater  and  Private 
William  Hayman,  both  of  the  Second  Indiana  Cavalry)  deserve  notice 
for  their  good  conduct  on  the  field,  and  are  worthy  of  promotion. 

With  assurances  of  esteem  to  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the 
division,  I  am,  captain,  very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

CHARLES  CRUFT, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding  First  Brigade.' 

Captain  Norton, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt  Gen..  Second  Div.,  Left  Wing^  Fourteenth  A.  C 
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Hdqrs.  Second  Div.,  Twenty-first  Army  Corps. 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

February  6,  1863 — 8  p.  m. 

JoLONEL :  In  reply  to  note  of  Lieutenant  Stone,  acting  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general, received  an  hour  since  at  these  headquarters,  addressed 
to  General  Palmer,  I  will  say  that  the  records  of  the  division  adjutant's 
office  do  not  contain  data  for  an  accurate  statement  of  the  effective 
force  of  this  command,  which  went  into  the  actions  of  31st  December 
and  2d  ultimo.  I  am  able  to  make  an  approximate  statement  only  (in 
time  limited  by  the  note  for  reply),  which  is  presumed  to  be  substan- 
tially correct.  One  of  the  brigades  of  this  division  is  at  Readyville  and 
another  at  Cripple  Creek,  and  it  is  impossible  to  communicate  with 
them  without  the  lapse  of  some  hours. 

General  Palmer  has  been  absent  since  the  3Ist  ultimo,  and  may  have 
such  statement  among  his  private  papers,  which  I  have  not  examined. 

The  following,  I  think,  nearly  correct.  It  is  as  near  as  can  be  arrived 
at  from  figures  here  : 
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A  more  accurate  statement  can  be  furnished  upon  giving  time  to 
regimental  commanders. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours,  66C., 

CHARLES  CRUFT, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 
0.  GoDDARDj  Lieut  Col.  and  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen. 


No.  124. 

Report  of  Surg.  James  B.  Armstrong,  Thirty-first  Indiana  Infantry,  Acting 

Brigade  Surgeon. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

Hospital  Second  Division,  January  9,  1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  following  report 
of  casualties  of  the  First  Brigade  in  the  late  battle  near  Murfreesboroueh 
Tenn.;  ^   ' 
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I  cannot  close  this  report  without  mentioning  the  names  of  Siirg.  11. 
H.  Tipton,  of  the  Ninetieth  Ohio,  Asst.  8urgs.  James  E.  Cox,  of  the  Sec- 
ond Kentucky,  and  John  Dickson,  of  the  First  Kentucky,  who  were  reg- 
ularly detailed  as  assistant  operative  surgeons  in  the  hospital  of  the 
Second  Division,  and  who  most  cheerfully  performed  their  entire  duty, 
aiding  and  assisting  the  wounded  in  all  cases  of  emergency,  and  assist- 
ing in  all  the  grave  operations  necessary  to  the  relief  of  the  wounded* 
Their  untiring  exertion,  as  well  as  great  care  and  judjiment  in  their 
duty,  require  an  honorable  mention  to  be  made  of  them. 

Perhaps  it  is  inappropriate,  yet  I  do  not  feel  willing  to  close  this  brief 
report  without  mentioning  the  name  of  our  superior  surgeon  in  charge 
of  this  hospital — Surg.  M.  G.  Sherman,  acting  medical  director  Second 
Division — whom  I  cannot  make  too  high  mention  of  for  his  high  medical 
knowledge  as  a  skillful  surgeon  and  careful  operator,  ever  ready  and 
willing  at  all  times,  day  and  night,  to  render  any  service  in  his  power 
to  aid  and  comfort  the  wounded  and  dying.  Indeed,  it  is  not  saying  too 
much  when  I  say,  never  have  I  seen  a  physician  and  surgeon  more  at- 
tentive to  his  duty,  and,  without  exception,  he  has  rendered  entire  satis- 
faction to  all.  He  has  endeared  himself  by  the  most  tender  ties  to  both 
patients  and  surgeons,  and  we  shall  ever  leel  grateful  that  he  was  in 
charge  of  this  hospital  during  this  most  trying  time. 

Excuse  the  great  brevity  of  this  report,  as  time  is  precious,  and  we 
are  yet  very,  very  busy  in  the  performance  of  our  many  duties  to  the 
afflicted. 

With  the  most  profound  respect,  I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  &c., 

J.  B.  ARMSTROI^G, 
Actg.  Brigade  8urg,,  1st  Brig.,  2d  Div.j  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Cruft, 

First  Brigade. 


I>fo.  125. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Osborn,  Thirty-first  Indiana  Infantry,  including  shir- 

mish  at  La  Vergne,  December  26. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-first  Regiment  Indiana  Yolunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  following  report 
of  the  part  this  regiment  participated  in  in  the  late  action  wirh  the  rebel 
army  before  Murfreesborough,  commencing  December  26,  1862,  at  the 
town  of  La  Yergne,  and  ending  before  Murfreesborough  January  3, 
1863: 

On  the  morning  of  December  26,  when  the  United  States  forces  were 
put  in  motion,  our  regiment  was  on  picket  duty  some  6  miles  southeast 
of  Nashville.  Before  the  pickets  could  be  called  in,  and  the  regiment 
in  line  of  march,  the  brigade  to  which  they  belonged  was  some  4  miles 
in  advance.  The  regiment  had  a  very  fatiguing  march  through  mud 
and  rain.  In  passing  the  forces  we  had  to  take  the  fields;  that  made 
the  march  more  arduous. 

At  3  p.  m.  we  joined  the  brigade  1  mile  west  of  La  Yergne.  We  were 
ordered  to  the  advance,  the  First  Kentucky  Regiment  on  the  right  and 
our  regiment  on  the  left,  the  Second  Kentucky  Regiment  and  the 
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Ninetieth  Ohio  Eegiment  our  support.  We  were  ordered  across  a  field 
to  a  woods  to  the  left  of  the  Murfreesborough  road.  Shortly  after  we 
had  taken  our  position,  the  enemy  commenced  throwing  shell  into  the 
woods.  We  immediately  sent  out  two  companies  (E  and  K),  and  de- 
ployed them  as  skirmishers  in  advance  of  our  line,  and  moved  on  the 
enemy  in  line.  After  advancing  about  1  mile,  we  came  in  reach  of  the 
enemy^s  rifles.  They  opened  a  heavy  fire  from  their  rifles  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  which  overreached  our  line.  Our  men  rushed  forward  with 
a  shout,  which  caused  the  enemy  to  leave  in  great  confusion. 

We  remained  in  this  position  until  dark.  We  then  moved  a  short 
distance  to  the  right  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Both  officers  and  men  conducted  themselves  with  coolness  and  bravery, 
without  receiving  any  injury  whatever. 

The  next  day  we  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  which  was  continued 
from  day  to  day  until  the  evening  of  December  29.  We  arrived  at  night- 
fall within  a  few  miles  of  Murfreesborough,  our  brigade  filing  to  the 
right  of  Murfreesborough  pike  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  when  we 
bivouacked  for  the  night.  Nothing  occurred  during  the  night,  except 
heavy  skirmishing  in  our  front. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  December  30, 1862,  we  were  ordered  forward 
to  the  front  of  the  grove  in  which  we  were  bivouacked,  which  order  was 
promptly  executed,  our  regiment  on  the  right  and  the  Second  Kentucky 
on  our  left,  the  Ninetieth  Ohio  supporting  the  Second  Kentucky  and 
the  First  Kentucky  supporting  our  regiment.  Upon  arriving  at  this 
position,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  report  to  Colonel  Sedgewick,  of  the 
Second  Kentucky,  whom  you  informed  me  would  command  the  front 
line.  I  was  ordered  to  deploy  two  companies  in  front  of  our  line  as 
skirmishers,  connecting  with  a  like  corps  from  General  Negley^s  divis- 
ion on  the  right,  and  the  Second  Kentucky  on  the  left,  which  was  imme- 
diately done  by  sending  out  Companies  C  and  E.  Before  our  lines  were 
established  the  enemy  opened  on  us  a  brisk  fire  of  shell  and  ball,  which 
continued  all  day,  the  balls  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  reaching  our 
lines. 

About  4  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  were  ordered  to  advance  our  line 
to  support  a  battery,  which  was  done,  and  we  remained  in  that  position 
during  the  night,  Companies  A,  B,  I,  D,  and  H  relieving  alternately  0 
and  E  as  skirmishers. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  we  were  again  ordered  to  move  our 
lines  forward,  which  was  done.  Shortly  after,  our  skirmishers  were 
driven  in  by  the  enemy^  our  men  reserving  their  fire  until  all  their  com- 
rades had  joined  the  line. 

At  this  time  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  appeared  in  our  front,  in  an 
open  field  on  a  piece  of  rising  ground,  when  they  opened  a  severe  fire 
upon  our  line,  which  was  returned  with  a  steady  nerve  by  our  men, 
which  soon  made  them  fall  back.  In  a  few  moments  they  again  re- 
turned to  the  crest  of  the  field  and  attempted  to  charge  our  line,  but  the 
steady  nerve  of  our  boys  and  their  deadly  aim  caused  them  again  to 
retire.  Our  men  getting  short  of  ammunition,  the  First  Kentucky  Eeg- 
iment came  to  our  aid,  and,  passing  our  line,  followed  the  enemy  up 
into  the  field ;  but  the  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  in  front,  and  the  regi- 
ment being  exposed  to  a  cross-fire  from  the  enemy's  battery,  they  were 
compelled  to  fall  back  with  considerable  loss.  Our  regiment  remained 
in  its  former  position,  and  held  their  fire  until  their  Kentucky  friends 
had  passed  to  the  rear.  They  again,  with  the  coolness  of  veterans, 
poured  another  volley  into  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  thinning  their  ranks, 
and  making  them  the  third  time  fall  back  to  their  former  hiding  place. 
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In  a  short  time  the  enemy  changed  their  point  of  attack,  and  ap- 
peared in  great  force  on  the  left  of  our  brigade  and  on  the  right,  between 
our  regiment  and  General  Negley's  forces.  Both  our  right  and  left 
falling  back,  I  was  forced  to  order  the  regiment  to  fall  back.  The  men 
obeying  the  order  so  reluctantly,  and  our  left  being  so  far  turned  before 
orders  to  fall  back  were  received,  caused  our  list  of  missing  to  be  so 
large.     We  were  also  exposed  to  a  cross-fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery. 

Our  regiment  occupied  the  front  line  from  the  morning  of  the  30th 
until  11  a.  m.  on  the  31st,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  moments,  when  the 
First  Kentucky  occupied  the  front.  The  brigade,  falling  back  through 
a  dense  growth  of  cedar,  became  scattered  somewhat,  but  were  formed 
again  in  line  ready  for  any  emergency. 

Next  morning  (January  1)  the  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  took  a 
position  farther  to  the  left,  as  a  reserve. 

January  2,  the  regiment  again  took  a  front  position,  sending  out  Com- 
pany F  as  skirmishers,  and  during  this  day  they  laid  in  rifle-pits,  ex- 
posed to  a  terrific  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  Late  in  the  evening 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  and  Capt.  J.  T.  Smith,  acting  major,  with  Gen- 
eral Palmer,  led  them  in  a  splendid  charge  on  the  enemy,  cleaning  out 
a  piece  of  woods  occupied  by  them  in  force,  both  officers  and  men  acting 
heroically,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  brave  general.  I  herewith 
send  you  a  list  of  casualties.* 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  oflicers  under  my  command  during  the  action.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Smith  was  always  on  the  alert,  cheering  the  men,  passing 
along  the  line  of  skirmishers  and  the  regiment ;  wherever  duty  called 
him,  there  he  was  during  the  whole  engagement.  Captain  Smith,  acting 
major,  was  always  at  his  post,  calm  and  collected,  cheering  the  men  and 
directing  them  where  to  strike  the  hardest  blow.  Captain  Hallowell, 
acting  adjutant,  was  always  on  duty,  visiting  the  outposts  and  cheering 
the  men,  and  where  the  balls  flew  thickest  he  appeared  the  oftenest. 
Captain  Waterman,  of  Company  A — I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  his 
bravery.  When  one  of  his  men  fell,  he  picked  up  his  gun  and  nobly 
kept  it  still  in  use.  Captains  Keff*,  of  Company  D,  and  Grimes,  of  Com- 
pany G,  were  always  at  their  posts,  discharging  their  whole  duty. 
Lieutenants  Pickins,  of  Company  B ;  Ray,  of  Company  G ;  Scott,  of 
Company  E;  Lease,  of  Company  F;  Brown,  of  Company  H;  Pike,  of 
Company  I,  and  Hager,  of  Company  K,  were  in  command  of  their  re- 
spective companies  during  the  whole  action,  and  conducted  themselves 
like  old  veterans,  cheering  their  men  and  directing  them  to  fire  with 
deliberation. 

Lieutenant  Ford,  of  Company  A,  after  the  regiment  fell  back,  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st,  after  Captain  Waterman  was  missing,  took  com- 
mand of  his  company,  and  nobly  imitated  the  gallant  conduct  of  his 
veteran  captain.  Lieutenants  Clark,  of  Company  D  ;  Hatfield,  of  Com- 
pany H ;  Brown,  of  Company  F  ;  Fielding,  of  Company  E  ;  Roddy  and 
McPhetridge,  of  Company  G,  and  Haviland,  of  Company  B,  were  at 
their  places  throughout  the  whole  action,  vying  with  each  other  in 
noble  deeds  of  valor. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Morgan  was  ever  attentive  to  his  profession,  close 
in  the  rear  of  the  regiment ;  close  thereby  he  established  his  hospital, 
and  refused  to  leave  the  wounded  soldiers,  but  nobly  remained  with 
them,  suffering  himself  to  be  taken  prisoner  rather  than  leave  them  to 
suffer.  The  same  is  also  true  in  regard  to  Dr.  McKinney,  hospital  stew- 
ard, who  was  also  taken  prisoner. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  212. 
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I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  Sergeant-Major 
Noble,  who  gallantly  buckled  on  the  cartiidge  box  and  took  a  rifle,  and 
was  in  the  front  rank  of  the  line  dealing  out  lead  pills  for  the  secesh. 
Sergeant  Douglass,  of  Company  K,  who  was  discharging  the  duties  of 
a  lieutenant,  was  active  in  leading  his  brave  men  to  the  post  of  honor. 
And,  indeed,  ir  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  speak  of  individuals;  every 
commissioned  tfficer  and  non-commissioned  ofiicer  and  private  of  my 
command  did  his  whole  duty,  without  an  exception,  as  did  all  the 
oflicers  and  men  that  came  under  my  notice  of  the  entire  brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Cruft  was  at  his  post,  ever  watchful  of  his  command, 
fearing  no  danger  where  duty  called  him;  frequently  riding  along  the 
line,  waving  his  hat  and  cheering  his  command  in  the  hottest  of  the 
contest. 

Of  the  few  killed  on  the  iield,  three  were  of  the  color-guard. 

JOHN  OSBORN, 
Colonel^  Comdg,  Thirty-jirst  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Oapt.  W.  H.  Fairbanks, 

Captain  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
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Report  of  Col,  David  A,  EnyarU  First  Kentucky  Infantry,  including 
sMrmish  at  La  Vergne,  December  26. 

Hdqrs.  First  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough^  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  First  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry  during 
the  late  engagement : 

Pursuant  to  orders  we  left  our  camp,  near  Nashville,  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th  ultimo,  and  i)roceeded  toward  Murfreesborough  on  the  direct 
road.  Arriving  within  1  mile  of  La  Vergne  about  4  o'clock  that  evening, 
a  considerable  force  of  the  enemy  were  discovered  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  and  the  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  left  wing,  was  ordered  to 
operate  against  them.  General  Cruit  ordered  the  First  Kentucky  to 
the  front,  and  after  considerable  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  we  charged 
and  drove  him  across  the  creek  into  the  woods  near  the  town,  with  a  loss 
of  2  men  wounded. 

The  position  thus  gained  was  picketed  and  held  during  the  night  by 
the  First  Kentucky  Regiment.  Soon  after  dark  a  force  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  attacked  the  left  of  our  picket  line,  but  were  repulsed  by  Com- 
panies I  and  G,  losing  1  man  wounded. 

On  the  27th  ultimo  the  regiment  marched  with  the  division  as  far  as 
Stewart's  Creek,  where  we  bivouacked  until  the  morning  of  the  29th ; 
we  then  moved  forward  slowly  and  bivouacked  about  2J  miles  from 
Murfreesborough. 

On  the  30th,  the  regiment  was  assigned  its  position  in  line  of  battle, 
being  on  the  right  of  the  second  line  of  the  brigade,  the  brigade  (Gen- 
eral Graft's)  being  on  the  right  of  the  division  (General  Palmer's),  and 
of  General  Crittenden's  command.  The  Ninetieth  Ohio  was  on  our  left, 
and  the  Thirty-first  Indiana  on  our  front  in  the  first  line.  We  lay  on 
our  arms  durmg  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo,  about  8  o'clock,  General  TS^egley's 
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division  took  position  on  our  right,  and  soon  after  the  engagement 
commenced  on  our  right  wing.  About  9  o'clock  our  front  was  hard 
pressed,  and  the  brigade  moved  forward,  the  first  line  to  the  edge  of 
the  woods  and  the  First  Kentucky  to  support  Standart's  battery.  The 
right  of  oui  army  was  being  driven  back,  and  the  engagement  was 
getting  warm  in  our  front,  when  General  Cruft  ordered  the  First  Ken- 
tucky to  move  forward,  and  march  over  the  Thirty-first  Indiana  into  the 
corn-field,  300  yards  in  front  of  them,  where  we  were  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  two  pieces  of  artillery,  supported  by  a  regiment  of  infantry,  about 
100  yards  distant,  and  directly  on  our  left  flank. 

Our  position  here  was  in  advance  of  that  held  by  any  other  regiment 
in  the  army.  Being  in  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  a  heavy  column  of 
the  enemy  advancing  on  our  right,  we  retired  in  good  order  to  the 
woods,  where  we  took  a  new  position  behind  a  feuce.  We  remained 
here  but  a  short  time,  when  the  brigade  fell  back  through  the  woods 
slowly  and  reformed  on  the  road. 

About  12  o'clock  we  were  ordered  forward  to  the  support  of  a  bat- 
tery ;  remaining  there  but  half  an  hour,  the  brigade  was  moved  to  the 
railroad,  and  in  the  evening  formed  a  new  line  in  rear  of  the  division, 
where  we  lay  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  we  were  again  moved  to  the  left 
to  a  new  position,  our  left  resting  on  the  bank  of  Stone's  Eiver.  About 
noon  we  were  ordered  farther  to  tbe  left,  to  support  Captain  Swallow's 
battery,  which  was  posted  on  an  eminence.  Here  the  regiment  remained 
during  the  night. 

On  the  2d  we  threw  up  a  breastwork  of  rails  and  stones,  behind 
which  we  remained  during  the  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  turn  the  left  of 
our  line.  After  the  signal  defeat  of  the  enemy  at  this  point,  we  were 
ordered  forward  by  General  Cruft,  until,  coming  in  range  of  a  battery 
of  the  enemy,  we  lay  down  until  the  fire  had  ceased.  It  being  dark 
and  nothing  further  to  do,  we  retired  to  our  former  position,  where  we 
remained  until  the  4th  instant. 

A  fuller  and  more  definite  report  of  the  operations  of  the  regiment 
will  be  made  hereafter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A    ENYAET, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry, 


No.  127. 


Report  of  Col.  Thomas  Z>.  Sedgewick,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry,  including 
skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  December  26. 

Headquaetees  Second  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn,,  January  18,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Second  Kentucky  Eegiment  in 
the  operations  before  Murfreesborough,  from  December  26, 1862,  to  Jan- 
uary 4,  1863,  and  also  my  report  as  commander  of  the  front  line  of  the 
First  Brigade,  composed  of  the  Second  Kentucky  Eegiment  and  Thirty- 
first  Indiana,  forming  the  extreme  advance  of  the  Second  Division  in 
the  action  of  December  31,  1862. 

Leaving  our  camps  beyond  Nashville  on  the  morning  of  December 
26y  1862,  the  brigade  being  the  advance  of  the  division,  tbe  division 
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forming  the  advance  of  the  left  wing,  my  regiment,  "beiiig  the  advance 
of  the  brigade,  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  each  side  of  the  road. 
This  position  was  observed  until  we  arrived  within  1  mile  of  La  Yergne, 
when,  meetiug  with  an  obstinate  resistance  from  the  enemy's  artillery 
and  infantry,  our  cavalry  and  several  regiments  of  infantry  were  sent 
forward,  who  drove  the  enemy  from  his  ground.  Here  we  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  we  took  our  position  in  the  line  of  march, 
and  in  the  evening  bivouacked  on  Stewart's  Creek,  remaining  in  said 
position  until  the  morning  of  the  29th,  when  I  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  Second  Kentucky  and  Thirty-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  acting  as 
reserve  to  the  Third  Brigade,  in  the  general  advance,  in  line  towaid 
Murfreesborough . 

Arriving  within  3  miles  of  Murfreesborough,  we  halted  for  thes  night, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  brigade  moved  to  a  position  about 
half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  pike.  The  two  regiments  under  my  com- 
mand were  thrown  forward  in  the  extreme  advance  of  the  division,  in 
a  cedar  wood,  and  fronting  an  extensive  open  field,  in  which  the  enemy 
had  thrown  up  upon  commanding  crests  two  rows  of  rifle-pits,  and  placed 
in  position  and  embrasures  two  batteries. 

Upon  our  right  my  front  line  skirmishers  were  supported  by  General 
Negley's  division,  and  upon  the  left  by  Colonel  Grose,  commanding 
Third  Brigade  of  our  division. 

Upon  the  crest  of  the  first  hill,  immediately  in  front  of  and  about  200 
yards  distant  from  my  front  line,  the  enemy  had  posted  a  number  of 
sharpshooters,  who  annoyed  us  considerably  during  the  day. 

This  position  I  determined  to  take,  and,  with  General  Cruft's  consent, 
I  strengthened  my  skirmishers  and  advanced  toward  that  point,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  from  it.  The  skirmishers  of  General  Negley  kept  up  the 
alignment  and  support  on  the  right,  but,  through  some  misunderstand- 
ing, or  otherwise,  we  had  no  support  on  the  left,  and  during  the  night 
the  enemy,  being  re-enforced,  advanced  and  drove  my  outposts  (holding 
this  commanding  and  important  position)  back  some  25  yards.  This 
position,  which  would  have  been  of  immense  advantage  to  us  on  the 
succeeding  day,  could  not  have  been  held  or  regained  by  the  First  Bri- 
gade (without  the  support  on  the  left)  without  bringing  on  a  sharp  and 
unwished-for  engagement. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  entire  line  of  General  IN'egley,  im- 
mediately upon  our  right,  became  seriously  engaged,  and  at  8  a.  m.  I 
received  the  command  from  you  to  move  forward.  I  pushed  forward 
the  skirmishers  until  they  had  driven  the  enemy  from  and  gained  the 
crest  of  the  second  hill  in  our  front;  the  front  line  of  the  brigade  moved 
forward  to  a  fence  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  at  the  foot  of  the  first 
hill.  At  this  juncture  I  found  that  the  skirmishers  and  front  line  of 
General  Negley's  division  had  fallen  back  to  a  point  in  our  rear,  and 
that  those  on  the  left  had  come  to  a  halt,  and  were  engaged  200  yards 
in  my  rear. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  commenced  emerging  in  heavy  force  from  the 
woods  in  our  front  and  on  the  right,  and  advanced  in  column,  driving 
my  skirmishers  back  to  the  front  line.  They  moved  forward  in  splendid 
style  until  they  reached  the  crest  of  the  first  hill  in  our  front,  there  halted, 
and  delivered  a  well-directed  volley  full  upon  us.  Captain  Standards 
battery  immediately,  on  my  right,  and  my  two  regiments  in  front,  simul- 
taneously opened  upon  them,  and  with  such  effect  that  their  front  line 
gave  way  and  fled  to  the  rear;  another  line  was  forced  up  to  the  same 
position  only  to  share  the  same  fate;  again  fresh  troops  were  advanced 
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to  the  same  point  in  the  most  perfect  order.  They  planted  their  colors 
in  the  ground,  and  then  extended  their  line  by  deploying  to  the  right 
and  left.  The  entire  line  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  and  at 
once  opened  upon  us  and  kept  up  a  murderous  fire.  Here  I  reported 
the  position  of  affairs  in  the  front  to  General  Cruft,  and,  in  obedience  to 
his  order,  hastened  to  the  left,  where  I  found  that  our  support  on  the 
left  had  fallen  back  to  a  point  near  half  a  mile  in  the  rear  and  farther 
to  the  left.  In  returning  to  report  to  the  general,  I  discovered  that  Gen- 
eral Negley's  entire  line  had  apparently  given  way,  and  his  troops, 
artillery  and  infantry,  were  then  hurrying  through  the  woods  in  our 
rear  to  some  point  on  the  left,  thus  leaving  our  entire  right  flank  open 
and  unprotected. 

Our  position  at  this  moment  was  one  of  great  peril  and  danger.  The 
enemy  having  driven  back  the  brigade  on  our  left,  and  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  high  grounds  around  the  burnt  house,  had  there  posted  a 
battery,  one  section  of  which  was  turned  on  our  position,  hurling  with 
fearful  accuracy  perfect  showers  of  grape  and  shell.  On  the  right  they 
had  pressed  closely  upon  the  retiring  forces  of  General  Kegley,  and  had 
gained  a  point  within  150  yards  of  our  position,  when  Captain  Standart, 
wheeling  one  section  of  his  battery  to  the  right,  opened  upon  them  with 
such  effect  that  they  were  checked,  but  immediately  opened  upon  our 
position  a  terrible  fire  of  musketry. 

Meanwhile  their  batteries  and  infantry  in  our  front  kept  up  an  inces- 
sant firing.  Thus  we  were  completely  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry,  rendering  our  position  untenable,  and  our  cap- 
ture or  annihilation  almost  certain  if  we  remained.  The  men,  however, 
stood  up  nobly,  preventing  several  different  attempts  to  gain  our  posi- 
tion fiom  the  front.  At  this  moment  I  was  infornied  that  the  Second 
Kentucky  and  Thirty-first  Indiana,  who  had  for  over  two  hours  held 
their  position  at  the  fence,  fighting  against  superior  numbers,  had  nearly 
exhausted  their  ammunition.  I  immediately  informed  General  Oruft  of 
the  fact,  and  also  of  our  situation  in  the  front  and  on  the  flanks,  and 
asked  permission  to  withdraw.  He  refused,  saying  that  it  was  neces- 
sary^ for  us  to  hold  our  position,  in  order  to  protect  the  retreat  of  Gen- 
eral Negley's  artiller3^  I  immediately  went  forward  and  relieved  the 
Second  Kentucky  at  the  fence  by  the  Ninetieth  Ohio,  the  Thirty-first  In- 
diana being  relieved  by  the  First  Kentucky.  The  passage  of  lines  by 
the  advancing  and  retiring  regiments  was  executed  in  the  most  perfect 
manner  and  in  good  order. 

By  the  time  the  line  had  again  been  formed  at  the  fence,  the  enemy, 
re-enforced,  were  pressing  steadily  forward  on  our  flanks,  and  a  force, 
eight  columns  deep,  was  advancing  directly  to  our  front.  The  First 
Kentucky  sprang  over  the  fence  and  advanced  to  meet  them,  but  after 
delivering  several  volleys  was  forced  to  fall  back  to  the  fence.  Here 
this  regiment  and  the  Ninetieth  Ohio  kept  them  in  check.  I  returned  to 
the  rear  line,  and  found  that  all  efforts  to  obtain  a  fresh  supply  of  am- 
munition for  the  Second  Kentucky  and  Thirty -first  Indiana  had  proved 
fruitless.  I  informed  the  general  of  the  fact,  and  also  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  two  regiments,  then  hotly  engaged  in  the  front,  to  hold 
their  position  against  such  odds. 

He  again  sent  me  to  see  the  situation  on  our  left  and  in  the  rear.  I 
found  the  Second  Brigade  still  holding  their  ground  far  in  our  rear,  and 
one  brigade  of  Negley's  division  formed  in  line  facing  immediately  to 
our  rear,  and  firing  at  the  enemy,  who  appeared  to  be  advancing  in  that 
direction.  Of  these  facts  and  our  isolated  position  I  informed  General 
Oruft,  when  he  reluctantly  gave  me  the  order  to  have  the  brigade  fall 
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slowly  back.  After  returniu^  through  the  woods  about  200  yards,  I 
took  command  of  my  regiment,  which  was  then  reformed  and  faced  to 
the  front,  and  again  advanced  5  but,  having  little  support,  and  seeing 
the  enemy  advancing  in  strong  bodies,  I  determined  to  withdraw  and 
rejoin  the  brigade. 

Just  here  I  was  informed  that  three  pieces  of  artillery,  belonging  to 
Is^egley's  division,  had  been  abandoned  in  the  woods  some  400  yards  to 
my  right,  and  were  about  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  imme- 
diately moved  my  regiment  by  the  flank  double-quick  to  the  spot,  and, 
having  cut  the  traces,  I  brought  them  off  in  safety  5  and,  placing  them 
out  of  danger,  I  rejoined  the  brigade,  which  was  formed  on  the  railroad, 
in  rear  of  former  position. 

The  brigade  remained  near  this  place  until  4  a.  m.  next  morning,  when 
we  were  advanced  farther  to  the  front,  where  we  remained  but  a  short 
time,  when  we  returned  to  our  former  position. 

After  daylight  my  regiment  moved  with  the  brigade  to  a  position 
farther  to  the  left,  where  we  remained  until  the  afternoon,  when  we  were 
moved  still  farther  to  the  left,  near  Stone's  Kiver,  to  the  support  of 
Swallow's  battery.  Here  we  built  small  breastworks  in  our  front  and 
around  the  guns  of  the  battery,  and  remained  in  an  exposed  condition, 
amid  the  rain,  until  the  evening  of  January  3. 

During  the  severe  battle  of  that  day  on  the  left,  my  regiment  was 
exposed  to  a  terrible  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  which  had  engaged 
those  of  Swallow  and  Parsons,  which  the  brigade  was  supporting. 
Here  I  had  1  man  mortally  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell. 

From  that  time  to  date  we  have  participated  with  the  brigade  in  all 
its  movements.  From  the  time  our  forces  left  Kashville  up  to  this  date 
my  regiment  has  been  in  the  advance,  never  in  reserve ;  and  on  all  occa- 
sions, and  under  all  circumstances,  both  men  and  officers  have  performed 
nobly  and  heroically  the  task  allotted  them. 

In  the  action  on  the  31st,  and  during  the  fight  on  January  2,  soldiers 
never  displayed  more  undaunted  courage  than  those  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky. Those  that  live  are  heroes,  every  one ;  those  that  died  are  mar- 
tyrs to  their  country's  cause. 

Lieut.  Col.  Warner  Spencer,  Maj.  J.  E.  Hurd,  and  Capt.  A.  J.  M. 
Browne  deserve  special  mention  and  commendation  for  their  gallantry 
and  daring.  In  fact,  every  officer  of  the  regiment  is  deserving  of  the 
greatest  praise.  Colonel  Osborn,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  and  Cap- 
tain Hallowell,  of  the  Thirty-first  Indiana  Volunteers,  merit  great  praise 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  various  duties  during  the 
action  of  the  31st.* 

RECAPITULATION   OF   CASUALTIES. 

Killed 8 

Mortally  wounded 2 

Seriously  wounded 30 

Slightly  wounded 27 

Missing 10 

Total 77 

Nine  wounded  were  taken  prisoners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  SEDGEWICK, 
Colonel  Second  Kentucky  Volunteers. 
Capt.  W.  H.  Fairbanks, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

*  Nominal  list  omitted 
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Ko.  128.  ,    . 

Report  of  Col.  Isaac  N.  Koss,  Ninetieth  Oht  p  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

Januarys,  1863. 

Sm :  I  herewith  furnish  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Kii  e- 
tieth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  First  Brigade,  Second  Divis- 
ion, left  wing  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  the  series  of  move- 
ments beginning  with  the  crossing  of  Stewart's  Creek  on  Monday,  De- 
cember 29,  1862,  and  closing  with  the  final  repulse  of  the  enemy  on 
Saturday,  January  3,  1863. 

Monday  forenoon  the  regiment  moved  across  Stewart's  Creek,  on  the 
Murfreesborough  pike,  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  formed  in 
double  columns,  closed  at  half  distance,  in  the  rear  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky Regiment  and  on  the  left  of  the  First  Kentucky  Regiment.  It 
then  moved  parallel  with  the  pike,  and  met  no  resistance  during  the  day. 

Monday  night  it  bivouacked  within  3  miles  of  Murfreesborough,  still 
to  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  nothing  worthy  of  notice  occurred  during 
the  night. 

Tuesday  morning  the  regiment  moved  by  the  right  flank  into  a  cedar 
forest  still  farther  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  took  position,  the  Thirty 
first  Indiana  and  Second  Kentucky  Regiments  forming  the  first  line, 
while  the  Ninetieth  Ohio,  with  the  First  Kentucky  on  the  right,  formed 
the  second  line,  about  150  paces  in  the  rear.  The  regiment  maintained 
this  position  during  the  day,  and  was  frequently  under  the  fire  of  shells. 

Tuesday  night  it  bivouacked  in  the  same  position  and  in  line  of  battle. 

Wednesday  morning,  about  8  o'clock,  the  battle  opened  all  along  the 
right  wing  with  both  cannonading  and  musketry,  with  indications  that 
our  forces  were  being  pressed  back.  About  10  o'clock  the  brigade 
moved  forward  in  the  order  previously  named ;  the  Ninetieth  Ohio 
being  ordered  to  support  the  Second  Kentucky,  in  case  it  needed  assist- 
ance, and  immediately  the  front  line  was  engaged  with  the  enemy. 
Firing  continued  to  increase  in  rapidity  and  fierceness  until  the  Second 
Kentucky  sent  back  word  that  they  needed  support,  when  the  Ninetieth 
Ohio  was  ordered  forward  on  double-quick.  It  moved  to  the  front,  and 
was  immediately  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  appeared  in  great  force, 
with  two  batteries  planted  within  150  yards  of  our  position,  which  raked 
us  with  grape  and  canister. 

In  noticing  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  I  observed  him  massing  a 
heavy  force  behind  a  large  house  in  our  front  and  left,  and  preparing  to 
plant  a  battery  in  the  same  position,  and  I  also  observed  that  our  sup- 
port on  the  left  had  given  way.  After  consulting  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Rippey,  I  determined  to  report  the  situation  of  affairs  to  Brig- 
adier-General Cruft,  commanding  the  brigade,  who  was  on  the  field,  and 
asked  support.  Receiving  no  support,  1  immediately  returned  to  the 
regiment  and  ordered  it  to  fall  back,  we  having  maintained  our  position 
until  the  enemy,  in  overwhelming  masses,  were  within  at  least  25  yards 
of  us. 

The  regiment  now  fell  back  in  considerable  disorder  through  the  cedar 
forest,  in  which  it  held  position  in  the  morning,  to  the  railroad,  where 
it  rallied,  and  formed  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  supporting  a  battery. 
This  position  it  maintained  until  dark,  when  the  engagement  closed. 
It  then  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  right,  tov^ard  the  pike,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 
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Thursday  morning  it  moved  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  and  lay  in  line 
of  battle  all  day,  during  which  time  it  was  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery, which  frequently  sent  shell  and  shot  into  our  ranks.  The  same 
day  the  brigade  was  moved  forward  to  a  small  eminence,  where  it 
formed  the  advance  line  of  battle,  and  supported  the  batteries  which 
had  taken  position  here.  The  regiment  was  on  the  right  of  the  brigade. 
About  9  o'clock  that  evening  it  was  moved  back  into  a  skirt  of  woods, 
where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Friday  morning,  at  7  o'clock,  we  moved  to  the  same  position,  and  in 
the  same  order  of  the  day  previous.  Here  we  threw  up  a  hasty  breast- 
work, the  enemy  firing  a  scattering  shell  into  our  ranks  until  about 
11  a.  m.,  when  he  opened  a  fierce  cannonade,  which  lasted  about  an 
hour. 

About  4  o'clock  that  evening  the  enemy  attacked  our  position  in  great 
fury,  with  both  musketry  and  artillery,  manifestly  endeavoring  to  turn 
our  left.  The  regiment  held  its  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade, 
behind  the  breastworks,  which  formed  a  protection  from  the  enemy's 
shot  and  shell,  which  fell  now  in  abundance  all  around  us  and  once 
drove  our  artillery  to  the  rear.  Many  of  the  shells  struck  our  works, 
but  none  of  the  regiment  were  wounded. 

Just  before  dark  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  fix  bayonets  and  charge 
across  the  plain  and  clear  a  wood,  in  our  front,  of  the  enemy.  This 
charge  was  made  in  gallant  style,  and  for  its  behavior  during  this 
mov^ement  the  IS'inetieth  received  the  thanks  of  the  division  com- 
mander. After  dark  the  regiment  returned  to  the  position  it  had 
occupied  during  the  day,  and  there  remained  all  night.  The  charge 
just  mentioned  was  the  closing  operation  of  the  day's  work. 

All  day  Saturday  the  regiment  was  held  in  the  same  position  until 
late  at  night,  when  it  moved  into  a  skirt  of  woods  just  in  the  rear  of 
its  former  position. 

It  was  not  again  brought  into  action,  but  held  the  position  in  the 
wood  all  day  Sunday,  when  the  information  came  that  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  Murfreesborough. 

Where  there  was  a  general  efibrt  to  perform  their  duty,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  designate  individual  acts  of  bravery ;  yet  I  would  say  of  the 
field  officers  that  Lieut.  Col.  0.  H.  Kippey  was  at  his  post  during  the 
series  of  engagements,  doing  his  whole  duty,  and  doing  it  well.  Maj. 
S.  N.  Yeoman  was  also  at  his  post,  cheering  on  the  men  and  discharging 
his  duty  fully. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  line  officers  performed  their  duty  in 
a  praiseworthy  manner.  Some  of  them  exposed  themselves  to  great 
danger  in  their  efforts  to  save  our  artillery.  Under  the  direction  of 
Lieutenants  Eains  and  Crow,  a  piece  of  artillery  that  had  been  aban- 
doned was  brought  off  the  field  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy,  and 
delivered  to  Captain  Stan  dart.  Lieutenant  Welch  was  wounded  early 
in  the  engagement  of  Wednesday;  Lieutenant  Eains  was  injured  by 
the  concussion  of  a  ball,  but  kept  the  field  during  that  day;  Captain 
Rowe  and  Lieutenants  Baker  and  Selby  were  also  wounded  in  the 
same  action,  while  Captain  Perry  and  Lieutenant  Cook  were  taken 
prisoners. 

In  all  the  movements  of  the  regiment  the  general  commanding  the 
brigade  was  present  on  the  field,  and,  better  than  myself,  can  judge  of 
its  efficiency  and  the  manner  of  its  behavior  during  the  entire  series  of 
engagements. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  Ninetieth 
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RegimeDt  in  the  recent  battles  of  December  31,  1862,  and  January  2, 
1863.*  The  regiment  went  into  this  engagement  with  a))out  300  men, 
and  came  out  with  176. 

The  foregoing  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I.  N.  ROSS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Ninetieth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers. 

Oapt.  W.  H.  Fairbanks, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  129. 


Reports  of  Col.  William  B.  Hazen,  Forty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  command- 
ing Second  Brigade,  including  sMrmishes  on  the  Jefferson  piJce,  near 
Stewart's  Creelc  Bridge,  December  27. 

Headquarters  Nineteenth  Brigade, 

Stewards  Creelc,  December  28,  1862. 

My  Dear  General  :  We  found  the  enemy,  about  300  strong,  after 
leaving  the  main  pike,  about  1  mile.  After  getting  them  fairly  started, 
my  cavalry  (90  strong)  were  directed  to  pursue  at  full  speed,  not  giving 
them  time  to  form.  This  was  done,  and  a  general  stampede  effected  of 
all  across  the  creek.  They,  by  that  time,  had  five  times  my  cavalry 
force.  As  soon  as  my  artillery  arrived,  they  shelled  them  vigorously, 
driving  them  far  beyond  range.  We  made  several  prisoners,  killed  an 
officer,  and  lost  3  prisoners.  Had  I  had  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  1  would 
have  captured  full  100.  I  have  out  now  patrols  in  all  directions,  but 
nothing  has  been  reported  to  me. 

From  various  remarks  and  inquiries,  made  by  the  people  here,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  Hardee  is  somewhere  on  our  flank,  and  had  we  any 
sufficient  knowledge,  advantage  could  be  taken  of  it.  I  can,  however, 
learn  nothing  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 
Colonel^  Commanding  at  Stewart's  Greek, 
General  Palmer, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Left  Wing. 


Hdqrs.  19th  Brigade,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Left  Wing, 
Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  troops  under  my  command  since  leaving  Nashville,  December 
26,  1862 : 

The  Nineteenth  Brigade,  which  I  have  commanded  since  its  organiza- 
tion in  January,  1862,  is  now  composed  as  follows  :  The  Sixth  Kentucky 
Volunteers,  Ool.  Walter  0.  Whitaker;  the  Ninth  Indiana  Volunteers, 
Col.  William  H.  Blake ;  the  One  hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
Col.  Thomas  S.  Casey,  and  the  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  Lieut.  Col. 

*  Nominal  Ust,  omitted,  shows  17  killed,  70  wounded,  and  37  missing.  But  see 
revised  statement,  p.  212 
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Aquila  Wiley,  and  upon  leaving  Nashville  numbered  an  eflective  aggre- 
gate  of  1,391,  officers  and  men. 

Being  summoned  before  the  commission,  then  sitting  for  the  investi- 
gation of  the  official  course  of  IMaj or- General  Buell,  I  did  not,  until 
evening,  jvin  the  brigade,  which  had  marched  to  within  2  miles  of  La 
•  Yergne.  Just  before  my  arrival,  two  regiments  "of  the  brigade  had 
been  thrown  forward  to  the  right  of  the  road  into  a  dense  cedar  brake; 
and — as  its  temporary  commander  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  throw 
forward  skirmishers — the  flank  was  raarcbed  upon  a  force  of  the  enemy, 
who,  firing  from  under  cover  upon  the  head  of  the  column,  killed  one  of 
the  Ninth  Indiana,  wounded  another,  and  wounded  two  of  the  Sixth 
Kentucky. 

At  12  m.,  December  27,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed,  via  the  Jefferson 
pike,  to  Stewart's  Creek,  and  save,  if  possible,  the  bridge  crossing  it. 
Ninety  cavalry,  of  the  Fourth  Michigan,  under  Captain  Mix,  were  sent 
to  me.  I  placed  these  under  charge  of  my  assistant  inspector-general, 
Capt.  James  McCleery,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  with  directions 
to  keep  me  thoroughly  informed  of  all  that  transpired,  and  as  soon  as 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  was  started  to  put  spurs  to  his  troop,  and  not 
slack  rein  until  the  bridge  was  crossed.  The  distance  did  not  exceed  5 
miles,  and  by  disposing  flankers,  for  perfect  security,  and  urging  the 
artillery  and  infantry  to  its  fullest  speed,  I  was  enabled  to  keep  within 
supporting  distance  all  the  time. 

The  enemy  was  not  3  miles  from  the  bridge,  and,  by  closely  following 
my  directions,  a  steeple-chase  was  made  of  the  whole  affair,  the  rebel 
force  amounting  to  full  five  to  our  one.  By  the  time  the  bridge  was 
reached  they  had  formed  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  but  were 
soon  dispersed  by  a  few  discharges  from  our  artillery. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  1  cavalryman  killed  and  2  captured  by  the  enemy. 
We  took  10  prisoners,  one  of  whom  an  officer,  and  killed  1  commissioned 
officer  and  several  men. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  Captain  McCleery,  of  my  staff, 
and  Captain  Mix,  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  for  spirit  and  dar- 
ing in  this  affair.  On  reaching  the  bridge  my  little  party  were  upon 
the  heels  of  the  fugitives,  and  had  they  been  armed  with  sabers,  in  place 
of  rifles,  by  slashing  upon  their  rear  the  rout  would  have  been  pushed 
to  a  panic. 

On  the  29th,  I  was  ordered  across  to  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough 
pike,  and,  joining  the  division,  proceeded  to  within  3  miles  of  Murfrees- 
borough. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th,  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front  line,  to 
relieve  the  Tenth  Brigade. 

Tliis  ])osition  we  held  at  the  commencement  of  the  general  action  of 
the  31st,  and  it  deserves  special  notice.  It  was  in  a  cotton-field,  2J 
miles  from  Murfreesborough,  on  the  place  of  Mr.  Cowan,  the  line  being 
at  right  angles  with  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike,  the  left 
resting  on  the  pike  at  a  point  about  500  yards  toward  Nashville,  from 
the  intersection  of  the  pike  with  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Eail- 
road.  The  railroad  and  pike  at  this  point  cross  at  a  sharp  angle.  The 
position  was  utterly  untenable,  it  being  commanded  by  ground  in  all 
directions  with  covers  of  wood,  embankment,  and  palisading  at  good 
musket  range  m  front,  right,  and  left.  My  brigade  was  formed  in  two 
lines,  the  right  resting  against  a  skirt  of  woods,  which,  widening  and 
extending  to  the  right,  gave  concealment  to  the  Twenty-se(iond  Brigade, 
which  was  adjacent  to  mine,  and,  farther  on,  the  entire  division  of  Negley. 
On  the  left  of  the  pike  was  Wagner's  brigade,  of  Wood's  division.    The 
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Sixth  Kentucky  and  Forty-first  Ohio  were  :'n  the  front  line,  the  Sixth 
being  on  the  right  and  the  Forty-first  on  the  left.  The  Mnth  Indiana 
and  ..ne  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  were  in  the  second  line,  the  Ninth 
being  on  the  right  and  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  on  the  left. 

A  fierce  battle  had  commenced  at  daylight  on  our  right,  and  pro- 
gressed with  ominous  changes  of  position  until  about  8.30  k.  m.,  when 
it  could  no  longer  be  doubted  that  our  entire  right  was  being  driven 
around  in  rear  to  a  position  nearly  at  right  angles  to  its  i)roper  line.  At 
this  moment  authority  was  given  to  move  forward  to  seize  the  com- 
manding positions  in  front,  and  the  burnt  house  of  Mr.  Cowan.  The 
line  advanced  about  20  yards,  when  orders  were  given  to  face  to  the 
rear,  the  necessity  of  which  was  apparent,  the  enemy  having  by  this 
time  pushed  forward  quite  to  our  rear.  He  at  the  same  moment  broke 
cover  over  the  crest  in  front,  at  double-quick  in  two  lines.  I  faced  my 
tv70  right  regiments  to  the  rear,  and,  moving  them  into  the  skirt  of 
woods,  commenced  to  engage  in  that  direction.  My  two  left  regiments 
were  retired  some  50  yards,  and  moved  to  the  left  of  the  pike  to  take 
cover  of  a  slight  crest,  and  engaged  to  the  front,  the  regiment  of  Wag 
ner's  brigade  occupying  that  ground  (the  Fortieth  Indiana,  Colonel 
Blake)  having  fallen  much  to  the  rear  of  it. 

The  enemy  had  by  this  time  taken  position  about  the  burnt  house, 
and  the  action  became  at  my  position  terrific.  The  efforts  of  the  enemy 
to  force  back  my  front  and  cross  the  cotton-field,  out  of  which  my  troops 
had  moved,  were  persistent,  and  were  prevented  only  by  the  most  un- 
flinching determination  upon  the  part  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio  and  One 
hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Volunteers  to  hold  their  ground  to  the  last. 
All  the  troops  of  General  Wood,  posted  on  our  left,  except  two  regi- 
ments guarding  a  ford  some  distance  to  our  left  and  rear,  were  with- 
drawn to  repel  the  assault  upon  the  right,  so  that  the  [Nineteenth  Bri- 
gade was  the  extreme  left  of  the  army. 

Upon  this  point,  as  5i  i)ivot,  the  entire  army  oscillated  from  front  to 
rear  the  entire  day.  The  ammunition  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers 
was  by  this  time  nearly  exhausted,  and  my  efforts  to  replenish  were  up 
to  this  time  fruitless.  I  dispatched  word  to  the  rear  that  assistance, 
must  be  given,  or  we  must  be  sacrificed,  as  the  position  I  held  could  not 
be  given  up,  and  gave  orders  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wiley  to  fix  his  bay- 
onets and  to  Colonel  Casey  (without  bayonets)  to  club  his  guns  and 
hold  the  ground  at  all  hazards,  as  it  was  the  key  of  the  whole  left.  The 
responses  satisfied  me  that  my  orders  would  be  obeyed  so  long  as  any 
of  those  regiments  were  left  to  obey  them.  I  now  brought  over  the 
Mnth  Indiana  from  the  right,  and  immediately  posted  it  to  relieve  the 
Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers. 

It  is  proper  to  state  here  that,  in  advancing  to  this  position  under  a 
galling  fire,  a  cannon-shot  passed  through  the  ranks  of  the  Mnth  Indi- 
ana, carrying  death  with  it,  and  the  ranks  were  closed  without  checking 
a  step.  The  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers  retired  with  its  thin  ranks  in  as 
perfect  order  as  on  parade,  cheering  for  the  cause  and  crying  for  ammu- 
nition. 

A  few  discharges  from  the  fresh  regiments  sufficed  to  check  the  foe, 
who  drew  out  of  our  range,  and  at  9.30  luH  and  rest  came  acceptably 
to  our  troops  upon  the  left,  their  advance  upon  the  right  having  also 
been  checked. 

At  about  10  a.  m.  another  assault  was  made  by  the  enemy,  in  several 
lines,  furiously  upon  our  front,  succeeding  in  pushing  a  strong  column 
past  the  burnt  house,  covered  by  the  palisading,  to  the  wood  occupied 
by  the  Twenty-second  Brigade  and  the  Sixth  Kentucky.    All  of  our 
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troops  occupying  these  woods  now  fell  back,  exposing  my  right  flank, 
and  threatening  an  assault  from  this  point  that  would  sweep  away  our 
entire  left.  General  Palmer  seeing  this  danger,  and  knowing  the  im- 
portance of  this  position,  sent  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers,  Colo- 
nel Jones,  and  a  fragment  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  under  Captain 
Woodward,  to  my  support.  I  posted  these  with  the  Forty -first  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers, with  the  left  of  the  line  resting  upon  the  ISJinth  Indiana,  and 
extending  to  the  right  and  rear,  so  as  to  face  the  advancing  column. 
It  was  a  place  of  great  danger,  and  our  losses  were  here  heavy,  includ- 
ing the  gallant  Colonel  Jones,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteers  j 
but  with  the  timely  assistance  of  Parsons'  battery  the  enemy  was 
checked,  and  the  left  again  preserved  from  what  appeared  certain  anni- 
hilation. 

The  enemy  now  took  cover  in  the  wood,  keeping  up  so  destructive  a 
fire  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  retire  behind  the  embankment  of  the 
railroad,  which  only  necessitated  the  swinging  to  rear  of  my  right,  the 
left  having  been  posted  on  it  when  the  action  commenced  in  the  morn- 
ing. A  sharp  fight  was  kept  up  from  this  position  till  about  2  p.  m., 
when  another  assault  in  regular  lines,  supported  by  artillery,  was  made 
upon  this  position  in  force.  This  assault  was  resisted  much  more  easily 
than  the  previous  ones,  there  being  now  a  large  force  of  our  artillery 
bearing  upon  this  point.  The  enemy  also  extended  his  lines  much  far- 
ther to  the  left,  causing  something  of  a  diversion  of  our  troops  in  that 
direction.  The  One  hundredth  Illinois,  Colonel  Bartlesou,  was  sent  to 
me  by  the  general  commanding  the  army,  which  was  posted  with  the 
One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  and  l!^inth  Indiana,  in  line  to  the  front, 
with  the  right  resting  on  the  railroad.  Here,  with  a  German  regiment 
(I  think  the  Second  Missouri),  these  regiments  fought  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  the  troops  previously  occupying  this  position  retiring  on  the 
last  approach  of  the  enemy. 

A  period  of  about  one  hour  now  ensued  with  but  little  infantry  firing, 
but  a  murderous  shower  of  shot  and  shell  was  rained  from  several  direc- 
tions upon  this  position,  which  was  covered  by  a  thick  growth  of  timber. 
A  portion  of  Wood's  division,  now  commanded  by  General  Hascall,  was 
also  posted  in  these  woods,  in  rear  of  my  troops. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  the  eiiemy  again  advanced  upon  my  front  in  two 
lines.  The  battle  had  hushed,  and  the  dreadful  splendor  of  this  advance 
can  only  be  conceived,  as  all  description  must  fall  vastly  short.  His 
righl  was  even  with  my  left,  and  his  left  was  lost  in  the  distance.  He 
advanced  steadily,  and,  as  it  seemed,  certainly  to  victory.  I  sent  back 
all  my  remaining  staff  successively  to  ask  for  support,  and  braced  up 
my  own  lines  as  perfectly  as  possible.  The  Sixth  Kentucky  had  joined 
me  from  the  other  side  some  time  i^reviously,  and  was  posted  just  over 
the  embankment  of  the  railroad.  They  were  strengthened  by  such  frag- 
ments of  troops  as  I  could  pick  up  until  a  good  line  was  formed  along 
the  track.  A  portion  of  Sheridan's  division  was  also  but  a  few  hundred 
yards  in  rear,  replenishing  their  boxes.  A  portion  of  General  Hascall's 
troops  was  also  on  the  right  of  the  railroad. 

The  fire  of  the  troops  was  held  until  the  enemy's  right  flank  came  in 
close  range,  when  a  single  fire  from  my  men  was  sufficient  to  disperse 
this  portion  of  his  line,  his  left  passing  far  around  to  our  righl.  This 
virtually  ended  the  fight  of  the  day. 

My  brigade  rested  where  it  had  fought,  not  a  stone's  throw  from 
where  it  was  posted  in  the  morning,  till  withdrawn  at  dawn  next  day. 

The  Sixth  Kentucky  was  not  under  my  immediate  observation  from 

35  K  E — VOL  XX,  PT   I 


546 


KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N,  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.      [Cuap.  XXXn. 


the  first  assault  till  late  in  the  day,  but  the  portion  of  time  it  was  with 
me  (  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  at  all  other  times)  it  fought  unflinch- 
ingly, and  is  deserving  of  all  praise.  It  repelled  three  assaults  of  a 
rebel  brigade  from  the  burnt  house,  endeavoring  to  reach  the  wood,  and 
only  retired  when  its  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Among  its  killed  are 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cotton  and  Captain  Todd,  men  possessing  in  the 
highest  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  brothers  in  arms,  and 
who  will  be  deeply  lamented  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

The  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois,  a  new  regiment  never  before 
under  fire,  displayed  that  fearless  courage  one  admires  in  veterans.  Its 
losses  from  artillery  were  heavy.  The  Mnth  Indiana  and  Forty-first 
Ohio  maintained  fully  their  well-known  reputation  of  perfect  discipline, 
dauntless  courage,  and  general  fighting  qualities.  Their  steadiness 
under  fire  was  incredible.  The  latter  regiment  Was  taken  by  its  com- 
mander while  resting,  without  orders,  to  repel  an  assault  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  upon  our  train,  which  object  it  effected  and  returned  to  its 
position. 

The  casualties  of  this  day  were  as  follows : 


Command. 


Killed. 


£ 
S 

o 


Wounded. 


O 


^ 


be 


s 


o 


4l8t  Ohio 

110th  niinois... 
9th  Indiana . . 
6th  Kentucky 

Total .... 


12 
6 
9 

11 


38 


17 


98 
43 
89 
85 


315 


17 
12 
13 
10 


52 


132 
65 

117 

113 


427 


A  large  list  also  occurred  among  the  other  troops  under  my  Imme- 
diate control  on  the  field,  but  they  will  be  reported  by  their  proper  bri- 
gade commanders.  I  am  under  many  obligations  to  the  commanders 
of  these  troops  (many  of  their  names  I  do  not  know)  for  their  implicit 
obedience  to  my  orders,  but  particularly  to  Colonel  Bartleson,  of  the 
One  hundredth  Illinois,  for  valuable  services. 

To  the  officers  commanding  regiments  of  this  brigade  too  much  con- 
sideration cannot  be  given,  both  by  their  commanding  generals  and 
their  country.  Besides  the  actual  service  rendered  their  country  this 
day,  such  heroic  and  daring  valor  justly  entitles  these  men  to  the  pro- 
found respect  of  the  people  of  the  country.  To  them  the  commander 
of  the  brigade  feels  that  he  owes  everything  this  day,  as  there  were 
times  when  faltering  upon  their  part  would  have  been  destruction  to 
the  left  of  the  army.  He  owes  the  success  of  this  day  not  only  to  proper 
conduct  on  the  field,  but  more  to  strict  obedience  to  orders,  and  a  manly 
co-operation  in  bringing  this  brigade  to  its  present  high  state  of  efficiency 
and  discipline,  through  constant  care,  labor,  and  study,  for  a  period  of 
over  twelve  months.  This  alone  has  insured  this  proud  result.  To 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Suman  also,  of  the  Ninth  Indiana,  twice  wounded, 
great  credit  is  due  for  gallantry. 

Captain  Cockerill,  Battery  F,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Artillery,  showed, 
as  he  always  has,  great  proficiency  as  an  artillery  officer.  He  was  also 
severely  wounded.  Lieutenant  Osburn,  of  the  same  battery,  being  at 
the  rear  to  fill  his  caissons  when  the  train  was  menaced,  turned  his 
pieces  upon  the  enemy,  and  greatly  assisted  in  dispersing  them. 
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Lieutenant  Parsons,  of  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  who  was  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight  near  my  position  all  day,  is  also  deserving  of  the 
warmest  consideration  of  the  Government  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  his  battery  was  maneuvered. 

To  my  staff,  also,  everything  can  be  said  in  their  praise.  To  Maj.  E. 
L.  Kimberly,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral; to  Lieuts.  William  M.  Beebe  and  E.  B.  Atwood,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, aides-de-camp;  to  Capt.  L.  A.  Cole,  Ninth  Indiana,  topograph- 
ical officer,  for  intelligently  carrying  orders  and  assisting  to  post  troops, 
under  a  galling  fire,  the  whole  day ;  to  Capt.  James  McCleery,  Forty -first 
Ohio  Volunteers,  acting  inspector-general,  for  assisting  to  bring  for- 
ward ammunition  even  after  being  wounded;  to  Harry  Morton,  Sixth 
Kentucky,  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  for  similar  service;  to  Lieut.  F.  D. 
Cobb,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence, 
for  keeping  me  intelligently  informed  of  what  was  transpiring  beyond 
my  immediate  vision — all,  for  unqualified  bravery,  are  deserving,  as  they 
have,  my  warmest  thanks,  and  the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

Dr.  M.  G.  Sherman,  Ninth  Indiana,  surgeon  of  the  brigade,  was  acting 
medical  director  of  the  division,  and  removed  from  my  immediate  notice, 
yet  I  have  reason  to  call  favorable  notice  to  this  officer. 

Lieut.  J.  L.  Chilton,  Sixth  Kentucky,  acting  brigade  quartermaster  in 
the  absence  of  Captain  Johnson,  exercised  great  capacity  in  caring  for 
and  keeping  from  the  enemy  the  train  of  the  brigade. 

I  am  under  many  obligations  to  the  general  commanding  the  division 
for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  in  vesting  with  me  the  management 
of  so  important  a  portion  of  the  field.  By  seizing  the  little  crest  occu- 
pied by  my  troops  early  in  the  morning,  not  exceeding  2  feet  in  height, 
*and  later  the  railroad  embankment,  hundreds  of  lives  were  saved,  the 
strength  of  my  brigade  doubled,  and  the  position  successfully  held. 
This  will  account  for  the  smaller  list  of  casualties  than  that  of  some 
brigades  which  did  less  fighting. 

I  am  happy  to  report,  with  some  20  miserable  exceptions,  no  strag- 
gling in  this  brigade. 

The  casualties  of  my  personnel  were  as  follows :  The  colonel  command- 
ing the  brigade  was  bruised  by  a  ball  upon  the  shoulder,  and  his  horse 
was  killed;  Capt.  James  McCleery,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  acting 
inspector- general,  shot  through  the  leg;  First  Lieut.  William  M.  Beebe, 
Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  aide-de-camp,  wounded  in  the  head,  and 
horse  shot;  Capt.  L.  A.  Cole,  Ninth  Indiana,  topographical  officer, 
slightly  wounded  in  the  foot;  Orderly  [Henry]  Diedtrich,  sergeant 
Fourth  Kentucky  Cavalry,  mortally  wounded,  and  horse  shot,  and 
Bugler  Lehmann^  Sixth  Kentucky,  horse  shot. 

Close  observation  of  the  conduct  and  character  of  our  troops  for  the 
past  few  days  has  confirmed  me  in  a  long- settled  belief  that  our  army 
is  borne  down  by  a  lamentable  weight  of  official  incapacity  in  regi- 
mental organizations.  The  reasonable  expectations  of  the  country  can, 
in  my  opinion,  never  be  realized  until  this  incubus  is  summarily  ejected, 
and  young  men  of  known  military  ability  and  faculty  to  command  men, 
without  regard  to  previous  seniority,  are  put  in  their  places.  I  saw 
upon  the  field  company  officers  of  over  a  year's  standing  who  neither 
had  the  power  to  or  knowledge  how  to  form  their  men  in  two  ranks. 

On  the  2d  instant  my  brigade  was  ordered  across  the  river  to  support 
Colonel  Grose,  commanding  the  Tenth  Brigade,  then  in  reserve  to  Gen 
era!  Van  Cleve,  whose  division  (the  only  one  on  that  side  of  the  river) 
had  been  vigorously  attacked  by  the  enemy.    I  reached  the  field  about 
4  p.  m.,  finding  his  entire  division  put  to  rout.     The  enemy  had  been 
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checked  by  Colonel  Grose  and  a  portion  of  Negley's  division,  and  the 
several  batteries  from  the  point  occupied  by  General  Craft's  brigade. 
It  was  difficult  to  say  which  was  running  away  the  more  rap  dly,  the 
division  of  Van  Cleve  to  the  rear,  or  the  enemy  in  the  opposite  d.i^ction. 
I  found  myself  in  command  of  all  the  troops  on  that  side  of  the  river. 

Leaving  three  of  my  regiments  in  position  as  a  reserve,  I  pushed  for- 
ward with  the  portion  of  Colonel  Grose's  brigade  already  moving,  and 
the  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  pursuing  the  enemy  beyond  all  the 
ground  occupied  by  our  forces  before  the  fight.  I  here  formed  the  best 
line  circumstances  would  admit  of,  the  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers  being 
the  only  regiment  wholly  in  hand.  The  others  were  badly  broken ;  the 
only  idea  of  their  officers  seeming  to  be  to  j)ush  on  pell-mell,  which,  if 
carried  beyond  the  point  occupied,  might  have  resulted  disastrously.  I 
succeeded  in  checking  the  straggling  to  the  front,  with  the  aid  of  Colo- 
nel Grider,  of  the  l!^inth  Kentucky,  who  came  forward  and  performed 
this  valuable  service  after  his  regiment  had  gone  to  the  rear. 

I  was  relieved  by  the  fresh  division  of  General  Jefferson  C.  Davis, 
who  arrived  just  at  dark.  When  far  advanced  in  the  pursuit,  a  portion 
of  General  Kegley's  batteries,  far  in  the  rear,  were  firing  on  my  line, 
and  continued  to  (without  damage)  till  an  aide-de-camp  was  sent  to  ask 
that  it  be  discontinued. 

After  forming  my  advance  line,  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  about  400 
yards  in  front,  continued  to  fire  upon  us  with  great  rapidity.  I  ordered 
the  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers  to  fire  one  volley  upon  it.  No  more 
firing  took  place  on  either  side,  and  the  weakness  of  my  line  prevented 
my  going  farther. 

The  next  day  three  caissons  and  several  dead  men  and  horses  were 
found  at  this  point.  It  was  in  this  fight  that  the  famous  rebel  General 
Koger  W.  Hanson  was  killed  and  General  Adams  was  wounded,  whether 
in  their  advance  or  retreat  I  never  knew. 

First  Lieut.  F.  D.  Cobb,  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  acting  aide-de- 
camp, comported  himself  with  great  gallantry  on  the  field.  Seizing  the 
colors  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  that  had  been  shot  down,  he  galloped 
forward,  rallying  many  stragglers,  who,  though  going  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, were  doing  so  inefficiently,  and  on  their  own  account. 

My  casualties  in  this  action  were  slight,  and,  in  all,  since  leaving  Nash- 
villCa  are: 


Killed. 

o 

'3 

5 

o 

1 

o 
H 

Coramissioned  officers 

5 
41 



17 
318 

22 

Snlisted  men 

359 

Total  missing 

52 

Affffreeate 

46 

335 

433 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  the 
division  to  accompanying  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  and  of 
Lieutenant  Chilton,  in  charge  of  train  j  also  to  explanatory  sketch.* 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZElSr, 
Colonel^  Comdg.  IdthBrig.^  Second  Brig,,  Second  Div.,  Left  Wing, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Fourth  Div.,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Second  Biv,,  Left  Wing, 

*  Not  found. 
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Report  of  Surg.  Mason  G,  Sherman^  Ninth  Indiana  Infan.ry^  Acting  Bri- 
gade Surgeon, 

Hospital  of  Second  Division, 

Left  Wing,  near  Murfreeshorough. 
Sir  :  As  brigade  surgeon  of  your  brigade,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  casualties  in  the  brigade  during  the  several 
days'  fight  before  Murfreeshorough : 

One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois :  Killed,  7 ;  wounded,  28 ;  total,  35. 
Ninth  Indiana  Volunteers :  Killed,  14 ;  wounded,  93  ;  total,  107.  Sixth 
Kentucky :  Killed,  12 ;  wounded,  71  j  total,  83.  Forty-first  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers: Killed,  17;  wounded,  100;  total,  117.  The  whole  number 
killed  in  the  brigade,  50 ;  wounded,  292 ;  total,  342.* 

In  consequence  of  our  hospital  being  nearer  the  battle-field  than  any 
other  during  the  time  of  the  engagement,  our  hospital  was  necessarily 
crowded  with  hundreds  of  the  wounded  from  other  divisions,  making 
our  duties  very  responsible  and  laborious. 

And  I  cannot  in  justice  submit  this  report  without  making  honorable 
mention  of  all  the  medical  officers  in  your  brigade.  They  have  been 
untiring  in  their  exertions,  night  and  day,  to  relieve  the  suffering  of  all 
who  came  under  their  notice.  After  looking  after  the  wounded  in  their 
respective  regiments,  they  devoted  their  skill  and  attention  cheerfully 
to  others,  relaxing  no  effort  to  make  them  comfortable.  Their  unwearied 
attention  to  duty  during  this  engagement  merits  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  all  who  know  them. 
Verv  respectfully, 

M.  G.  SHEEMAN, 
Brigade  Surgeon,  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Left  Wing» 
Col.  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Left  Wing. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  John  L.  Chilton,  Sixth  Kentucky  Infantry,  Acting  Brigade 

Quartermaster. 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  8,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  an  order  from  you  of  this  morning, 
I  herein  submit  to  you  a  report  of  what  transpired  with  the  train  of 
your  brigade  during  the  engagement  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  on 
Wednesday,  January  1. 

Having  arrived  on  the  field  Monday,  December  30,  1862,  at  a  late 
hour  in  the  night,  I  parked  the  train  near  to,  and  on  the  left  of,  where 
the  brigade  was  then  lying. 

On  Tuesday,  December  31, 1862,  early  in  the  morning,  believing  that 
the  train  was  too  near  to  what  I  supposed  to  be  our  line  of  battle,  I 
moved  the  train  to  the  left  and  rear  of  where  the  brigade  had  rested 
the  night  previous,  a  distance  of  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile,  where  it 
remained  until  the  fight  began  on  Wednesday,  January  1.    Soon  after 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  212. 
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the  light  began  I  received  an  order  from  a  lieutenant  (whom  I  supposed 
to  be  an  aide  of  General  Eosecrans)  to  form  the  train  into  a  hollow 
square.  I  had  not  more  than  completed  the  work  before  1  received 
another  order  to  move  the  train  toward  Stone's  River,  and  to  the  rear  of 
the  left  of  our  army  j  the  several  trains  of  the  army  were  ordered  to  the 
same  place.  Arriving  at  the  crossing  over  the  railroad  at  the  same  time, 
there  seemed  to  be  a  disposition  among  the  teamsters  to  crowd  through 
and  break  the  trains.  I  halted  my  train  until  others  crossed.  During 
this  time  of  waitiug  I  put  several  men,  who  seemed  to  have  nothing  to 
do,  to  work  carrying  rails  to  make  another  crossing,  which  by  the  time 
it  was  completed  the  way  was  clear.  I  moved  mj^  train  over  and  near 
the  river,  and  had  it  drawn  up  in  park,  when  a  shell  from  a  gun  of  the 
rebels  fell  among  the  wagons,  wounding  a  mule  of  the  train — so  much 
so  that  it  had  to  be  cut  loose  and  left.  Then  I  moved  nearer  to  the  river, 
when  an  order  came  for  us  to  cross  the  river  and  to  halt,  which  was  not 
more  than  accomplished  before  an  order  came  to  recross  the  river,  which 
was  done.  I  recrossed,  held  the  train  in  moving  order,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  a  squad  of  rebel  cavalry  came  in  view,  causing  a  panic  among 
the  teamsters  and  stragglers  who  had  by  this  time  gathered  along  the 
train.  I  cautioned  the  teamsters  of  my  train  to  be  composed,  while  I 
moved  up  and  assisted  in  clearing  the  road,  which  was  soon  done.  I 
then  moved  my  train  off  in  good  order  into  the  woods  to  the  rear  of  the 
center  of  our  army,  where  I  held  it  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  I 
moved  it  to  the  side  of  the  pike. 

When  night  came  on,  Lieutenant  Blythe,  quartermaster  Forty-first 
Ohio  Volunteers,  and  myself  rode  along  to  the  right  of  our  army  to  see 
if  we  could  not  pick  upon  some  place  to  park  the  train  that  it  might  be 
safe  during  the  next  day,  and  thought  best  to  move  near  the  hospital 
of  our  division,  which  we  did;  but  at  1  o'clock  at  night  I  received  an 
order  from  General  Palmer  to  issue  all  rations  on  hand  and  return  to 
IsTashville  with  the  train,  which  was  done,  leaving  the  field  at  8  a.  m. 
January  2,  arriving  at  l!^ashville  at  5  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  without 
any  loss  or  disturbance,  save  the  threatening  of  an  attack  from  rebel 
cavalry;  the  casualties  in  all  amounting  to  the  loss  of  one  mule  belonging 
to  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  one  single  set 
lead  harness  belonging  to  same. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  L.  CHILTON, 
First  Lieut  and  Actg,  Quartermaster  Sixth  Kentucky  Vols, 

OoL  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


Ko.  132. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  S.  Casey,  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Infantry 

Hdqrs.  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Vols.,  „ 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

As  commander  of  the  One  hundred  and  tenth  Regiment  Illinois  Volun- 
teers, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  its  operations 
and  casualties  in  the  recent  engagements  before  Murfreesborough : 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  the  regiment,  which  was  in  double 
column  in  reserve,  was  advanced  to  take  position  in  the  second  line  of 
battle,  its  left  resting  on  the  right  of  and  near  the  Murfreesborough 
and  i^ashville  pike. 
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About  8  a.  in.  the  reg/ment  began  its  advance  on  Murfreesborough. 
Just  then  the  firing,  which  had  been  heard  at  an  early  hour  on  our 
right,  appeared  to  be  rapidly  nearing  our  right  and  rear,  and  the  regi- 
ment had  advanced  scarce  its  front,  when  the  right-about  was  ordered, 
and  it  was  moved  to  its  former  position,  faced  to  the  front,  and  almost 
immediately  after  moved  by  the  left  flank  to  a  slight  elevation  on  the 
right  of  the  railroad,  the  highest  point  of  which  joins  the  railroad  em 
bankment,  and  there  faced  to  the  front,  its  left  extending  across  the  rail 
road,  its  entire  right  wing  about  20  paces  in  rear  of,  and  parallel  to,  the 
left  wing  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio  Yolunteers,  which  was  then  engaged 
with  the  enemy,  who  had  advanced  upon  the  front  of  our  brigade. 

This  position  was  maintained  for  a  considerable  time.  I  advanced 
the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  where  they  became 
immediately  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  had  broken  cover  at  the 
burnt  brick  house.  Twice  the  enemy  came  forward  as  if  intending  to 
charge,  when  Colonel  Hazen  directed  me  to  have  my  command  fix  bayo- 
nets. I  replied  that  we  had  no  bayonets,  and  received  the  answer  that 
we  should  club  muskets  if  attacked ;  but  the  enemy  did  not  charge  our 
position.  The  whole  right  of  the  army  having  apparently  given  way, 
I  was  ordered  to  cross  the  railroad.  Having  crossed  the  road,  we  took  a 
position  perpendicular  to  it,  and  in  front  of  the  wood  facing  the  enemy, 
the  One  hundredth  Illinois  Yolunteers  being  on  our  right.  This  posi- 
tion had  hardly  been  taken  before  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  beyond 
the  fence  and  across  the  cotton-field,  directly  in  our  front.  The  firing 
began  at  once.  Here  the  fire  of  small-arms  was  incessant  and  terrific. 
My  command  suffered  mostly  from  the  rebel  batteries  to  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  burnt  brick  house.  Here  the  enemy  appeared  twice  on  our 
front,  in  column,  but  failed  to  cross  the  fence. 

Night  ended  the  conflict.  My  command  slept  on  the  ground  we 
fought  on,  in  the  extreme  advance,  until  the  early  dawn  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, when  we,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  took  a  position  on  the  bank 
of  Stone's  River.     My  command  was  not  again  engaged  with  the  enemy. 

On  Friday,  the  2d  instant,  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade,  my  command 
crossed  the  river  to  repel  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  but  did  not  become 
engaged,  the  enemy  having  retired  from  before  the  assaults  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Grose. 

I  subjoin  the  following  list  of  casualties  :♦  Killed,  7 ;  wounded,  49 ; 
missing,  2.    Total,  58. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  S.  CASEY, 
Colonel  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Volunteers, 

Maj.  R.  L.  KiMBEBLY,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  133. 

Report  of  Col,  William  R.  BlaTce,  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Ninth  Indiana  Yolunteers, 
In  Camp,  near  Murfreesborough^  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 
Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  Stone's  River, 
December  31,  1862 : 
Bivouacking  in  the  dense  cedars  on  the  right  of  the  Nashville  pike 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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the  night  preceding  the  engagement,  I  moved,  at  dawn,  in  double 
column  to  the  front,  relieving  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  of  the 
Third  Brigade.  As  there  was  no  indication  of  an  immediate  advance, 
I  stacked  arms,  and  permitted  my  men  to  build  fires. 

At  6.30  a.  m.  heavy  cannonading  and  continued  discharges  of  mus- 
ketry were  heard  on  our  extreme  right,  which  gradually  approached  our 
position,  and  were  borne  rapidly  to  our  rear,  until  the  sound  of  conflict 
was  immediately  in  our  rear,  on  the  Nashville  pike. 

At  7  a.  m.  I  received  an  order  to  advance  in  line  of  battle,  supporting 
the  Sixth  Kentucky  Infantry.  Moving  forward  but  a  short  distance, 
received  orders  to  face  by  the  rear  rank  and  march  to  the  rear.  At 
this  time  the  enemy's  artillery,  in  our  rear,  had  opened  fire  on  our  col- 
umns; was  halted,  and  moved  by  the  left  flank  in  the  direction  of  the 
pike  and  railroad.  I  here  received  orders  to  move  rapidly  to  the  sup- 
port of  Colonel  Grose's  brigade,  then  hotly  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
infantry,  but  a  few  paces  to  my  right  and  rear.  While  forming  on  the 
left  of  the  Third  Brigade,  I  lost  2  men  killed  and  several  wounded  by  an 
enfilading  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  on  my  former  front.  The  Third 
Brigade  was  closely  engaged  firing  obliquely  to  their  right. 

The  enemy  did  not  appear  in  my  front,  and,  by  orders,  I  changed  front 
to  the  rear  on  first  company,  and  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down.  The  en- 
emy had  advanced  in  our  front,  occupying  the  burnt  house  and  grounds 
with  a  force  of  infantry  and  a  battery  of  artillery.  Kemaining  in  this 
position  but  a  short  time,  I  was  ordered  to  relieve  the  Forty-first  Ohio 
Infantry,  whose  ammunition  was  said  to  be  exhausted  at  this  early  hour 
in  the  action.  I  marched  by  the  left  flank  at  double-quick  time,  passing 
under  the  enemy's  fire.  Five  men  of  Company  H  were  knocked  down 
by  a  single  shell,  t^o  of  whom  were  mortally  wounded.  Forming  on  the 
left  of  the  pike,  with  my  right  resting  near  it,  my  left  on  the  railroad, 
I  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle  to  the  low  crest,  and  relieved  the 
Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers. 

The  rebels  then  occupied  the  burnt  house  with  one  battery  and  their 
infantry,  partially  covered  by  the  out-houses  and  a  stockade  fence  extend- 
ing to  the  pike.  I  at  once  opened  fire  on  them,  and  but  a  short  time  inter- 
vened until  their  artillery  limbered  up,  and  retired  in  confusion  to  the 
rifle-pits  on  the  ridge,  where  they  went  to  battery  and  opened  fire.  After 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  the  fire  from  the  infantry  in  our  front  slack- 
ened, and  many  of  them  ran  to  the  rear,  in  disorder.  At  this  time  a 
brigade  of  the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  from  their  rifle-pits,  and 
marched  obliquely  in  the  direction  of  my  position.  Although  at  long 
range,  I  at  once  opened  fire  on  them,  which  thinned  their  ranks  as  they 
continued  to  approach.  As  they  drew  nearer,  one  of  the  regiments 
moved  to  the  front,  and  advanced  at  the  charge  step  upon  my  position. 
My  men  poured  upon  them  a  galling  and  deliberate  fire  that  halted 
them  within  75  yards  of  our  line,  where  they  lay  down,  covered  some- 
what by  the  cotton  furrows,  and  opened  fire  on  us,  from  which  we  suf- 
fered. Their  colors  had  been  struck  down  three  times  during  their 
advance,  and  every  field  officer  of  the  regiment  was  killed.  (The  regi- 
ment was  the  Sixteenth  Louisiana,  Colonel  Fisk,  of  General  Chalmers' 
brigade,  composed  of  the  Ninth  and  Tenth  Mississippi  and  Sixteenth 
Louisiana.  These  facts  were  obtained  from  prisoners  and  burial  parties 
that  evening,  and,  I  presume,  are  reliable.*)     I  received  orders  to  fix 

*  The  Sixteenth  aud  Twf,iity-fifth  Loais  lana  Regiments  (consolidated)  were  in  D. 
W.  Adams'  brigade. 
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bayonets  and  bold  the  i)osition  until  details  could  be  sent  to  the  reai 
for  cartridges.    My  60  rounds  were  almost  entirely  exhausted. 

At  this  perioi  of  the  engagement  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suman  received 
a  wound  in  the  arm  and  side;  Lieutenant  Kessler  was  mortally  wounded; 
Captain  Pettit  was  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  borne  from  the 
field  ;  Lieutenants  Brinton  and  Criswell  were  both  severely  wounded ; 
also  Sergeant- Major  Armstrong,  severely  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  many 
enlisted  men  killed  and  wounded. 

The  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  Infantry,  Colonel  Casey,  were  in 
reserve  directly  in  my  rear,  quietly  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  render 
me  support,  which  was  not  needed. 

Captain  Oockerill  advanced  one  section  of  his  battery  to  my  support, 
and  opened  on  the  enemy  with  marked  effect,  and  continued  his  fire 
until  his  ammunition  was  exhausted.  He  liad  his  horse  shot  under  him 
while  directing  the  fire  of  his  guns,  and  displayed  the  utmost  coolness 
and  courage. 

At  11  a.  m.  our  forces  were  being  driven  from  the  cedar  grove  on  the 
right  of  the  field.  The  enemy  began  to  cross  troops  from  the  burnt 
house  to  the  timber.  Being  well  within  range,  I  opened  fire  on  them 
as  they  marched  by  the  flank.  The  whole  line  was  subjected  to  a  severe 
fire  as  it  passed  successively  the  open  space.  At  11.30  a.  m.  the  enemy^s 
fire  in  my  front  had  grown  feeble ;  many  had  retired  in  disorder ;  many 
were  killed  and  wounded,  as  the  ground  where  they  fought  clearly  at- 
tested at  the  close  of  the  day.  I  picketed  the  ground  near  their  line 
that  night. 

The  enemy  occupying  the  heavy  timber  on  my  right,  and  the  whole 
line  on  my  right  having  retired,  I  received  orders  to  withdraw  my  right 
and  open  fire  on  the  forces  in  the  timber,  who  were  then  opening  fire  on 
us.  In  performing  this  movement  my  brave  color-bearer,  Charles  Zel- 
lers,  was  killed.  My  left  and  center  still  engaged  the  enemy  in  front. 
I  was  compelled  again  to  withdraw  my  right  from  the  severe  flanking 
fire  from  the  timber,  which  brought  me  to  the  railroad,  where  I  received 
orders  to  cross  and  open  fire  upon  the  enemy  moving  upon  my  left  and 
near  me.  Facing  by  the  rear  rank,  I  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  ob- 
liquely to  my  left,  tben  my  right,  detaching  at  the  same  time  Companies 
K,  G,  and  B,  in  charge  of  Major  Lasselle,  to  occupy  the  elevation  on  the 
right  of  the  railroad,  that  had  just  been  held  by  my  left. 

At  this  time  Lieutenant  Braden  fell,  severely,  if  not  mortally,  wounded. 
He  was  an  officer  brave  and  without  reproach.  The  One  hundred  and 
tenth  Illinois  Infantry  were  ordered  up  to  my  support  and  formed  on 
my  right. 

At  1.30  p.  m.  General  Rosecrans  appeared  in  person  on  this  part  of 
the  field,  and  ordered  the  Second  Missouri  and  Seventy-third  Illinois 
Infantry  to  assist  in  holding  the  position.  The  Second  Missouri  came 
into  action  gallantly,  both  forming  on  the  railroad.  The  colonel  of  the 
Second  Missouri  was  killed  at  this  point. 

At  2.30  p.  m.  these  regiments  were  withdrawn,  and  the  Sixth  Ken- 
tucky Infantry  forming  on  my  right,  I  was  ordered  to  open  fire  over  the 
railroad  track  upon  heavy  bodies  of  the  enemy  then  occupying  the  tim- 
ber opposite,  then  directly  in  our  front.  Maintained  this  fire  until  the 
enemy  (re-enforced)  again  appeared  on  my  left  and  rear.  I  again  faced 
by  the  rear  rank  and  opened  obliquely  to  my  left. 

Durin^5  the  time  my  regiment  occupied  the  position  on  the  left  of  thG 
railroad  we  were  subjected  to  a  cross-fire  from  two  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries on  their  right  and  center ;  but,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  position, 
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did  not  suffer  severely.  At  4  p.  m.  the  fire  of  the  euemy^s  musketry 
ceased,  while  that  of  their  batteries  continued  until  the  close  of  the 
day. 

Before  twilight  I  sent  details  to  collect  and  bury  my  dead  upon  the 
ground  where  they  fell.  A  mutual  truce  was  granted,  in  which  the 
soldiers  of  both  sides,  without  arms,  gathered  their  fallen  comrades  with- 
out interruption.  The  fierce  acerbity  of  the  deadly  strife  had  given 
place  to  the  mutual  expression  of  kindness  and  regard.  While  thus 
engaged,  one  gun  of  Captain  CockerilFs  battery  was  abandoned  well  to 
the  front  by  the  explosion  of  a  caisson,  and  I  had  it  removed  well  to  the 
rear.  The  movement  drew  a  fire  from  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  but 
without  effect. 

For  the  brave  men  who  stood  by  their  colors  from  7  a.  m.  until  4  p.  m., 
continually  under  fire,  no  word  of  mine  could  do  justice  to  their  un- 
faltering courage.  The  officers  of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Infantry  I  regard 
as  among  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  Many  of  the  captains  and  com- 
mandants of  companies  exhibited  the  highest  courage  and  capacity 
under  a  severe  and  long-continued  fire ;  but  where,  perhaps,  none  failed 
in  doing  their  duty,  it  would  be  an  invidious  distinction  to  name  any  one 
for  marked  honor.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suman  stood  gallantly  at  the 
post  of  duty  until  wounded,  and  retired  from  the  field.  Major  Lasselle 
exhibited  great  courage,  coolness,  and  eificieucy  throughout  the  day ; 
Adjutant  Willard  repeated  his  heroism  of  Shiloh ;  Sergeant-Major  Arm- 
strong was  wounded  severely  while  executing  an  order.  A  sergeant, 
10  enlisted  men,  and  1  corporal  deserted  their  colors  during  the  action. 
I  will  take  prompt  measures  to  publish  the  infamy  of  their  conduct  and 
bring  them  to  punisliment. 

I  regret  to  say  that  when  the  action  opened  with  such  violence  the 
arrangements  made  with  the  surgeons  and  musicians  for  carrying  the 
wounded  to  the  rear  utterly  failed.  They  were  borne  with  the  tide  of 
terrified  stragglers  so  far  to  the  left  that  many  of  them  were  captured 
by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  penetrated  their  hiding  i^laces.  Dr.  Gil- 
more,  assistant  surgeon,  with  some  hospital  attendants  and  one  ambu- 
lance, fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  surgeons  were  subsequently 
released,  and  I  am  told  rendered  efficient  service  in  their  attention  to  the 
wounded  after  the  engagement.  By  reason  of  this  most  criminal  neg- 
lect, many  of  my  wounded  had  to  crawl  with  shattered  limbs  to  the  rear, 
while  others,  unable  to  be  removed,  lay  under  the  enemy's  fire. 

I  am  glad  to  report  two  bright  exceptions  to  the  base  conduct  of  the 
hospital  corps.  Mr.  Hurlburt,  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  the 
action,  continually  entered  our  line  of  fire  and  bore  back  the  wounded. 
He  exhibited  a  heroism  worthy  of  all  praise,  because  it  was  voluntary 
and  out  of  the  line  of  his  duty ;  and  William  Morgan,  chief  bugler,  dis- 
played courage  and  efficiency  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

The  regiment,  in  addition  to  the  60  rounds  to  the  man,  fired,  during 
the  day,  16,000  rounds  of  cartridges.  The  regiment  entered  the  action 
with  345  enlisted  men  and  27  commissioned  officers. 

Loss  :  Officers  killed,  1 ;  enlisted  men,  10;  total,  11.  Officers  wounded, 
5  J  enlisted  men,  82 ;  total,  87.  Enlisted  men  missing,  11.  In  aggregate, 
loss  of  109. 

I  remain^  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  BLAKE, 

Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  E.   L.   KiMBERLY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Second  Brigade. 
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No.  134. 

Report  of  Col.  Walter  C.  Whitaker^  Sixth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Sixth  Kjentuoky  Infantry, 

Battle-field  of  Stone's  Biver^  Tenn,^  January  5,  1863. 

The  undersigned,  Walter  G.  Wbitaker,  colonel  commanding  Sixth 
Kentucky  Infantry,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  late  the  ISTineteenth,  com- 
manded by  Col.  W.  B.  Hazen,  of  the  Second  Division,  late  the  Fourth, 
commanded  by  General  Palmer,  makes  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Sixth  Kentucky  Infantry  in  the  battle  of  S toners  River : 
•  On  the  night  of  December  30,  the  Sixth  Kentucky  and  Forty  -first  Ohio 
Volunteers  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  fronting  east  and  toward 
Murfreesborough,  in  advance  of  the  army,  on  a  cotton-field  lying  south  of 
the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  turnpike  road,  and  near  where  the 
same  crosses  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad,  and  also  near 
where  both  roads  strike  the  bank  of  Stone's  River.  On  the  east,  some 
250  yards  in  front  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky,  on  a  high  piece  of  ground,  in  a 
curtilage,  surrounded  with  a  strong  palisade  of  cedar  timbers,  some  7  or 
8  feet  high,  firmly  set  in  the  ground,  stands  the  burnt  brick  dwelling- 
house  of  Mr.  Gowan  ;  in  the  rear  of  this  house  the  enemy  had  their  rifle- 
pits.  Beyond  the  house  the  ground  gently  rose  higher  for  some  300  yards 
to  the  crest  of  the  ridge,  on  the  top  of  which,  in  a  southeasterly  direc- 
tion, the  enemy  had  a  battery.  Beyond  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  toward 
the  river  from  the  house,  the  ground  gently  sloped  until  it  reached  the 
river  and  a  grove  of  timber  in  the  rear.  On  this  slope,  concealed  from 
our  view,  the  enemy  had  an  earthen  breastwork  for  infantry  and  artil- 
lery. On  the  right  and  south  of  the  position  of  the  Sixth  was  a  dense 
wood  of  oak  and  tall  cedar.  In  the  same  direction,  his  left  resting  on 
the  right  of  the  Sixth,  with  an  interval  of  250  yards  between  them.  Gen- 
eral Cruft  had  his  brigade  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  Immediately  in 
rear  of,  and  west  of,  the  Sixth  was  an  open  field,  with  a  few  old  houses, 
some  scattered  trees,  and  large  surface  rocks,  through  which  the  turn- 
pike and  railroad  ran.  Directly  north  of  this  line  of  battle  was  an  em- 
bankment of  the  railroad,  some  7  or  8  feet  in  height.  On  the  edge  of  this 
field  the  gallant  Ninth  Indiana  and  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  were 
drawn  up  as  reserve.  Gompany  D,  Gaptain  Proctor,  and  Gompany  I, 
Lieutenant  Patchin,  from  the  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  Com- 
pany G,  Gaptain  Todd,  and  Gompany  I,  Gaptain  Stein,  of  the  Sixth  Ken- 
tucky, were  acting  as  pickets.  Companies  G  and  I  occupying  the  curti- 
lage of  the  brick  house,  with  a  small  interval  between  them  and  the 
enemy's  pickets. 

Shortly  after  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  pickets  were 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  but  maintained  their  position.  Heavy  firing 
was  soon  heard  on  the  right  of  our  army  and  gave  iudications  of  the 
rapid  advance  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  soon  made  a  most  furious  at- 
tack upon  our  left.  The  pickets  of  the  8ixth  were  driven  in  by  a  large 
force,  which,  protected  by  the  palisade  and  out-buildings  of  Mr.  Cowan's 
house  and  the  high  ground,  opened  a  galling  fire  on  the  Sixth,  which 
was  in  the  open  ground.  They  gradually  advanced  under  cover,  with 
the  intention  of  flanking  the  Sixth  on  the  right.  Changing  position  by 
the  right  flank,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  skirt  of 
timber  south  of  the  cotton-field — an  ad vantageous  position — under  cover 
of  the  timber.  Here  we  were  assaulted  by  a  large  body  of  tie  enemy; 
from  their  numbers  I  estimated  them  as  a  brigade.  Three  times  they 
advanced,  and  as  often  were  they  driven  back  with  great  slaughter. 
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From  this  position  the  Sixth  was  enabled  to  protect  the  left  flank  of 
the  Twenty- second  Brigade,  General  Graft,  who  was  gallantly  main- 
taining his  position.  Some  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers  having,  after 
two  hours'  hard  fighting,  gained  position  in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  the 
Sixth  was  thrown  forward  to  drive  them  froQi  their  cover.  While  in 
the  act  of  advancing,  the  enemy,  who  had  driven  in  General  Negley's 
force  on  the  right,  opened  a  fire  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Sixth,  by  which 
my  lieutenant-colonel  (Cotton)  was  killed.  After  some  hard  fighting 
the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  cover.  Then,  changing  front,  the  right 
wing  defending  one  flank  and  the  left  wing  the  other,  the  Sixth  fought 
the  advancing  foe  until  their  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Changing 
position  in  good  order,  they  took  another  position  in  rear  of  the  railroad,- 
where,  having  replenished  their  ammunition,  they  formed  in  line  of  bat 
tie  on  the  north  side  of,  and  undercover  of,  the  embankment  of  the  rail- 
road, the  Ninth  Indiana  being  on  their  left,  and  the  Forty-first  Ohio 
and  One  hundred  and  tenth  Illinois  being  in  reserve  in  the  rear.  The 
battle  had  been  furiously  raging  from  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  until 
noon. 

About  2  p.  m.,  the  right  of  the  army  having  been  driven  back,  the 
enemy  appeared  in.  heavy  force  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge  east  of  Mr. 
Cowan's  burnt  dwelling.  Massing  their  forces,  they  intended,  if  pos- 
sible, to  crush  the  Nineteenth  Brigade,  which  had  maintained  its  posi- 
tion during  the  day  against  overwhelming  numbers.  Onward  they 
came ;  the  colors  of  five  or  six  regiments  advancing  abreast  in  line  of 
battle  were  visible  on  the  crest  of  the  ridge.  A  further  view  of  this 
line  was  intercepted  by  intervening  inequalities  of  ground  and  woods. 
Firmly  they  advanced  until  within  good  range  of  the  guns  of  the  Sixth 
and  Ninth.  A  most  destructive  fire  was  opened  upon  them  by  these 
regiments,  by  Captain  Cockerill's  and  Captain  Parsons'  batteries,  and 
by  the  Fortieth  Indiana  Kegiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Blake.  They 
broke  in  confusion,  but,  rallying,  advanced  again.  Three  or  four  times 
they  rallied  and  advanced  to  the  attack.  Each  time  they  were  driven 
back  with  great  loss,  the  last  time  in  such  confusion  that  it  became  a 
rout.  The  day  was  ours.  We  encamped  that  night  on  the  position  that 
had  been  so  ably  and  successfully  defended. 

The  Sixth  has  to  regret  the  loss  of  two  of  her  bravest  and  most  gallant 
officers :  Lieut.  Col.  George  T.  Cotton  was  killed,  nobly  encouraging  the 
men  on  the  right,  and  Capt.  Charles  S.  Todd,  commander  of  Company 
C,  the  color  company,  fell,  i)ressing  his  men  on  to  victory — scion  of  illus- 
trious patriots,  a  braver  spirit  has  not  been  offered  up  on  the  altar  of 
his  country. 

The  total  loss  in  killed  is  2  officers  and  11  enlisted  men  ;  6  commis- 
sioned officers  were  wounded — Lieutenants  Bates,  Company  A  5  Daw- 
kins,  Company  B  ;  Armstrong,  Company  F ;  Frank,  of  Company  I,  and 
others;  88  enlisted  men  were  wounded.     Total  killed  and  wounded,  107. 

Lieutenant  Dawkins,  acting  as  adjutant,  rendered  me  very  great  as- 
sistance, until  he  was  so  severely  wounded  as  to  be  carried  from  the 
field.  Lieutenant  Rockingham,  of  Company  A,  deserves  the  highest 
commendation  for  courage,  coolness,  and  efficiency  as  an  officer.  Sergt. 
William  Jones,  of  Company  A;  Captain  Dawkins,  of  Company  B; 
Lieutenants  McCampbell,  of  Company  D,  and  Armstrong,  of  Company 
F;  Captains  Marker,  of  Company  G,  and  Johnston,  and  Lieutenant 
Whitaker,  of  Company  H:  Captain  Stein  and  Lieutenant  Frank,  of 
Company  I ;  Lieutenant  Campbell  and  Sergeant  Furr,  of  Company  K, 
are  specially  noticed  for  gallant  conduct  and  efficient  services.  I  can 
speak  in  the  most  approving  manner  of  the  soldierly  bearing  ana  cour- 
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age  of  the  men  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky.  Three  or  four  times  -'egiments, 
retreating  in  confusion,  would  break  through  their  lines,  yet  they  never 
faltered  in  their  duty,  but  obeyed  implicitly  the  orders  of  the  officer 
commanding. 

I  was  personally  cognizant  of  very  gallant  conduct  on  the  part  of 
Lieutenant  Meeker,  of  the  signal  corps,  under  very  heavy  fire,  in  en- 
deavoring to  rally  some  of  the  fugitive  regiments  that  were  breaking 
through  my  lines.  I  was  attracted  by  his  bearing,  inquired  of  him  his 
name,  and  give  him  merited  commendation. 

On  Friday,  in  the  evening,  January  2,  the  enemy  made  a  most  violent 
and  determined  attack  upon  the  left  of  our  forces,  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced beyond  Stone's  River.  The  Sixth  Kentucky  was  ordered,  with 
the  brigade,  by  Colonel  Hazen,  to  cross  the  river  and  aid  the  forces  en- 
gaged. This  order  was  immediately  obeyed.  In  double-quick  time  the 
Sixth  advanced  through  a  heavy  shower  of  solid  shot,  shell,  grape,  and 
minie  balls,  cheering  as  they  went.  The  timely  aid  brought  inspired 
the  forces  engaged^  with  the  enemy,  who,  pressing  forward,  drove  the 
enemy,  with  great  slaughter,  from  the  field.  While  they  were  advanc- 
ing, great  numbers  of  one  of  the  divisions  attacked  (said  to  be  General 
Van  Cleve's)  ran  in  great  affright.  Throwing  down  their  arms,  they 
broke  through  the  ranks  of  the  Sixth,  saying,'  ^'All  is  lost."  This  did 
not  throw  the  Sixth  into  confusion.  Steadily  they  advanced,  every  man 
and  officer  doing  his  duty. 

In  the  advance,  2  men  of  Company  G  were  killed  by  rifled  cannon 
shot,  and  2  from  Company  H  were  wounded. 

Tlie  regiment  remained  encamped  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
till  January  4,  when  it  moved  to  its  present  quarters,  where  it  learned 
of  the  flight  of  the  enemy. 

A  detail  was  made,  and  all  its  noble  dead  entombed,  with  their  sol- 
dier's honor,  in  a  soldier's  grave,  on  the  ground  where  the  Nineteenth 
Brigade  made  its  memorable,  determined  stand  against  such  overwhelm- 
ing numbers. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  the  talented  and  indefatigable  surgeons  of  the 
Sixth  Kentucky,  Drs.  Joseph  T.  Drane  and  E.  T.  Long,  for  their  faithful 
and  indefatigable  attention  to  the  wounded.  They  not  only  cared  for 
and  attended  the  wounded  of  their  regiment,  but  many  others  besides. 
They  were  on  the  field  in  discharge  of  their  duty  amid  the  thickest  of 
the  fight. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  C.  WHITAKER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Sixth  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Major   KiMBERLY, 

Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 


:^o.  135. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Aquila  Wiley,  Forty-first  Ohio  Infa/ntry. 

Headquarters  Forty-first  Regt.  Ohio  Yols., 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863 

As  commander  of  the  Forty -first  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  its  operations  and  casualties 
in  the  recent  engagements  before  Murfreeshorough : 

On  the  evening  of  December  30,  the  regiment  (which  was  then  Id 
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double  column  in  reserve)  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  first  line 
of  battle,  its  left  resting  on  the  right  of  and  near  the  Murfreesborough 
and  N^ashville  turnpike,  with  two  companies  deployed  as  sk-Ymishers 
about  150  yards  in  advance,  covering  its  froilt. 

A  little  before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  Companies  D  and 
1  were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  relieved  Companies  A  and  F,  which 
were  then  assembled  and  took  their  position  in  line. 

About  8  o^clock  the  signal  "  forward"  was  sounded,  and  the  regiment 
commenced  to  advance  toward  Murfreesborough.  At  this  time  the  firing, 
which  had  commenced  at  an  early  hour  on  our  right,  appeared  to  be  near- 
ing  the  pike  to  our  right  and  rear,  and  the  regiment  had  not  advanced 
more  than  about  100  paces  when  the  command  ^^right-about"  was  given, 
and  it  returned  to  its  former  position  and  again  faced  to  the  front.  At 
this  time  the  enemy  appeared  advancing  in  line  across  the  open  country 
direct  in  our  front. 

The  regiment  was  then  moved  by  the  left  flank  across  the  turnpike, 
its  left  resting  on  a  slight  elevation  to  the  right  of  and  near  the  railroad. 
The  enemy,  then  moving  by  his  leit  flank,  to  gain  cover  of  a  wood  on 
our  right,  made  an  oblique  change  of  front  to  rear  on  the  left  company. 
The  skirmishers,  who  (during  this  time  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
J.  H.  Williston,  acting  major)  had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy,  with 
slight  loss,  were  now  rallied  and  put  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  reg- 
iment. In  this  position  the  regiment?  opened  fire,  and  continued  firing 
until  its  ammunition  w^s  about  exhausted,  when  it  was  relieved  'by  the 
liTinth  Indiana,  and  retired  a  short  distance  and  replenished  its  boxes. 
It  then  took  up  position  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  extending  obliquely 
across  the  turnpike,  and  again  opened  fire. 

It  here  continued  firing  until  a  battery  of  the  enemy  opened  upon 
our  right  flank,  when  it  retired  across  the  railroad  and  took  up  position 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  the  right  resting  near  and  perpendicular  to 
the  railroad,  the  rest  of  the  brigade  having  taken  position  behind  and 
parallel  with  the  railroad.  After  remaining  in  this  position  for  some 
time — the  enemy  not  being  within  eflective  range  of  infantry,  and  suf- 
fering considerably  from  his  artillery,  one  shell  from  which,  exploding 
in  the  ranks,  killed  and  wounded  8  men — it  retired  about  50  yards  behind 
a  ridge,  which  afl'orded  some  protection. 

Shortly  after,  hearing  that  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  attempting  to  cross 
the  creek  to  our  left  and  rear,  and  seeing  a  section  of  artillery,  unsup- 
ported, opening  in  that  direction,  without  waiting  for  orders  I  placed 
the  regiment  in  position  on  the  right  of  the  artillery.  A  few  discharges 
from  the  artillery,  however,  repulsed  them.  I  was  here  met  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  of  the  colonel  commanding  the  brigade,  and  directed  to 
remain  there  until  further  orders. 

Shortly  after,  hy  direction  of  General  Kosecrans,  the  regiment  took  its 
former  position  in  the  field,  behind  a  crest  of  the  hill,  which  it  occupied 
during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  sustaining  some  loss  from  the  enemy's 
artillery,  but  without  opportunity  of  returning  its  fire. 

During  the  following  day  the  regiment  was  not  engaged,  remaining 
in  double  column  in  reserve  on  the  left  of  the  railroad  and  near  the 
creek,  as  it  did  also  during  Friday,  until  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
enemy  made  his  attack  on  our  left.  The  column  was  then  moved  by  the 
left  flank  across  the  creek  to  our  extreme  left,  where  it  was  deployed. 
The  enemy  was  at  this  time  repulsed,  and  retiring  in  confusion.  I  was 
ordered  to  advance  the  regiment  in  line,  and  did  so  without  firing  until 
ordered  to  halt  at  the  skirt  of  a  wood.    The  enemy  having  retreated 
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across  an  oi)en  field  and  disappeared  in  a  wood  beyond,  a  single  battery 
of  the  enemy,  posted  in  the  skirt  of  the  wood,  was  continuing  its  fire, 
The  regiment  was  directed  to  fire  one  volley  in  the  direction  of  the  bat- 
tery, and  did  so,  immediately  after  which  the  firing  on  both  sides  ceased. 
It  being  now  dark,  the  regiment  remained  in  this  position  until  relieved 
by  the  Twenty-first  Illinois,  when  it  was  ordered  into  position  to  the 
rear,  which  terminated  its  part  in  the  engagement. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  :*  Total  commissioned  officers 
killed,  1 ;  wounded,  2.  Total  enlisted  men  killed,  13 ;  wounded,  102 ; 
missing,  6.  Total  engaged — commissioned  officers,  19;  enlisted  men, 
394. 

Of  the  above  list,  five  were  wounded  in  the  engagement  on  Friday 
evening.  Sergeants  Titus  and  Huston  were  carrying  the  colors  at  the 
time  they  were  wounded.  Lieutenant  BIythe,  quartermaster,  was  with 
the  regiment  during  the  engagement  on  Wednesday,  and  rendered  effi- 
cient service.  Both  officers  and  men  displayed  great  coolness  and  steady 
bravery  throughout  the  entire  engagement,  performing  all  maneuvers 
with  accuracy  and  precision,  and,  even  when  not  engaged  and  suffering 
severely  from  th,e  enemy's  artillery ,  not  attempting  to  move  until  ordered 
to  do  so. 

Sergeant  McKay,  of  Company  E,  commanding  the  company  from  the 
commencement  of  the  engagement,  and  Sergeant  McMahon,  temporarily 
in  command  of  Company  H,  displayed  great  coolness  and  courage,  and 
are  eminently  deserving  of  promotion.  Corpl.  J.  P.  Patterson,  of  the 
color-guard,  seized  the  colors  when  Sergeant  Huston  fell,  and  bore  them 
gallantly  during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

AQUILA  WILEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Forty-first  Ohio  Vols,,  Comdg,  BegimenU 

Maj.  K.  L.  KiMBERLY, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ko.  136. 


Report  of  Col.  William  Grose,  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  command- 
ing Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Left  Wing,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 

Near  Murfreesboroughj  Tenn,,  January  8, 1863. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  duty,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report 
of  the  part  this  brigade,  under  my  command,  took  in  the  recent  battles 
before  Murfreesborough. 

The  five  regiments — Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  Major  Kinley;  Twenty- 
fourth  Ohio,  Colonel  Jones ;  Sixth  Ohio,  Colonel  Anderson ;  Eighty- 
fourth  Illinois,  Colonel  Waters ;  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  Major  Ham- 
rick  ;  aggregate  officers  and  men,  l,788--left  our  camp,  near  Nashville, 
December  26, 1862,  with  the  division ;  bivouacked  that  night  in  front  of 
La  Yergne,  12  miles  distant. 

Next  day,  27th,  we  moved  to  the  west  bank  of  Stewart^s  Creek,  5 

*  Nominal  list  'emitted. 
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miles,  and  my  brigade  was  put  in  position  in  front,  to  the  right  of  the 
pike.  The  pickets  of  the  enemy  were  separated  from  ours  by  the  creek. 
With  light  skirmishing,  we  rested  here  until  Monday  morning,  the  29th, 
when  We  received  orders,  and  moved  forward  in  double  lines  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  pike,  the  Thirty -sixth  Indiana  and  Eighty-fourth  Illinois 
in  the  front  line,  wading  Stewart's  Creek,  waist-deep  to  most  of  the  men, 
to  within  2 J  miles  of  Murfreesborough,  where  we  arrived  near  sunset, 
with  skirmishing  all  the  way,  which  was  only  ended  by  the  close  of  the 
day.     We  there  rested  for  the  night. 

At  early  morn  skirmishing  again  commenced,  and  continued  duriug 
the  day  with  more  severity  than  before,  the  artillery  taking  a  heavy 
part.  This  ended  again  with  the  day.  Up  to  this  time  the  loss  in  my 
brigade  was  10  wounded.  During  the  night  it  was  relieved  from  the 
front  by  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Hazen,  and  retired  to  the  lear  to  rest, 
and  to  be  held  in  reserve. 

Thus,  on  the  bright  Wednesday  morning,  December  31,  the  division, 
under  command  of  its  brave  general,  at  early  day  was  in  battle  line. 
The  brigade  of  General  Cruft  on  the  right,  that  of  Colonel  Hazen  on  the 
left,  both  in  double  lines,  with  my  brigade  in  reserve  in  rear  of  the  cen- 
ter, in  supporting  distance,  with  the  batteries  of  Cockerill  and  Parsons 
in  position  to  support  the  lines.  While  we  were  perfecting  our  lines  in 
the  morning,  the  divisions  of  Generals  Negley  and  Rousseau  filed  by  my 
rear  through  a  heavy  cedar  grove,  which  lay  in  rear  of  General  Cruft's 
brigade,  and  immediately  up  to  the  right  of  my  brigade ;  the  brigade  of 
Colonel  Hazen  in  an  open  cotton-field,  the  pike  dividing  his  left  from 
the  division  of  General  Wood,  the  lines  of  these  two  divisions  resting 
nearly  perpendicular  to  the  pike. 

The  engagement  had  been  raging  fiercely  some  distance  to  our  right 
during  the  early  morning,  and  at  near  8  o'clock  the  clash  of  arms  to  our 
right  had  so  far  changed  position  that  I  saw  the  rear  of  my  brigade 
would  soon  be  endangered.  Hence  I  set  to  work  changing  my  front  to 
rear,  which  was  done  in  quick  time,  with  the  left,  when  changed,  a  little 
retired,  to  support  the  right  of  Colonel  Hazen's  brigade,  then  closelj 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  our  two  brigades  forming  a  Y.  My  brigade 
was  not  more  than  thus  formed  to  the  rear  before  the  enemy  appeared 
in  heavy  lines,  pressing  the  forces  of  ours  that  had  been  engaged  to  the 
right  of  our  division  on  our  front  in  fearful  confusion.  In  this  new  for 
mation  the  Sixth  Ohio  and  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  were  in  the  front  lines, 
the  latter  on  the  right,  supported  in  the  second  line  b}^  the  Eighty-fourth 
Illinois  and  Twenty -third  Kentucky,  with  the  Twenty -fourth  Ohio  in  an 
oblique  form,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  rear  line.  In  this  shape  the 
Thirty -sixth  Indiana  and  Sixth  Ohio  advanced  into  the  woodland  about 
250  yards,  and  there  met  the  enemy  in  overwhelming  numbers. 

Here  Major  Kinley  and  Captain  Shultz,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana, 
fell,  the  former-named  badly  wounded,  the  latter  killed  ;  Colonel  Ander- 
son, of  the  Sixth  Ohio,  was  here  wounded,  and  his  adjutant,  A.  G.  Will- 
iams, and  Lieutenant  Foster,  fell  dead,  with  several  others  of  their  com- 
rades. These  two  regiments  were  forced  from  the  woodland,  and  retired 
to  the  right,  in  the  direction  of  the  pike,  while  the  other  three  regiments, 
aided  by  the  eight- gun  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Parsons,  with 
the  efficient  aid  of  Lieutenants  Huntington  andCushing,i)oured  a  galling 
fire  into  the  ranks  of  the  pursuing  enemy,  causing  them  to  break  in 
confusion  and  retire  back  to  the  woods  out  of  our  reach,  leaving  the 
field  covered  with  their  dead  and  dying,  with  the  heavy  loss  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  Indiana  and  Sixth  Ohio  lying  with  them  on  the  bloody 
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field.  After  some  half  aD  hour  or  three-quarters  the  enemy  renewed 
his  attempts  to  advance,  but  was  again  repulsed  with  heavy  loss  on 
both  sides. 

After  this,  then,  between  11  and  12  o'clock,  the  enemy  not  appearing 
in  our  immediate  front,  the  lines  of  our  forces  that  had  retired  or  been 
driven  from  the  right  by  this  time  were  reformed  parallel  with  the  pike, 
so  that  the  front  of  the  brigade  was  again  changed,  so  as  to  assist  the 
brigade  of  Colonel  Hazen  in  the  direction  as  formed  in  the  morning. 
The  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  and  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  were  soon  thrown  for- 
ward near  the  pike  and  had  a  terrible  conflict  with  the  enemy.  Here 
Colonel  Jones  and  Major  Terry  both  fell,  and  were  carried  off  the  field 
in  a  dying  condition. 

Each  regiment  of  the  brigade,  from  this  until  night  closed  the  awful 
scene,  alternately  took  its  part  in  holding  the  position  that  we  occupied 
in  the  morning.  The  enemy  having  gained  the  heavy  cedar  woods  to 
the  right,  where  we  first  took  position  in  the  morning,  it  became  neces- 
sary to  so  change  our  position  as  to  not  be  in  reach  of  small-arms  from 
that  woodland ;  hence,  at  nightfall  the  center  of  the  front  line  of  the 
brigade  laid  on  the  pike  and  diagonally  across  the  same,  fronting  to  the 
southeast,  our  left  resting  at  the  right  of  the  lines  of  General  Wood's 
division.  We  were  then  a  little  retired,  and  the  center  of  the  brigade 
about  250  yards  to  the  left  of  where  we  commenced  in  the  morning. 
We  ceased  fighting  for  the  night,  with  the  front  lines  on  the  pike. 
During  the  day  each  of  the  regiments,  having  exhausted,  had  to  re- 
plenish, their  ammunition,  many  of  them  having  fired  over  100  rounds. 

When  Major  Kinley,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  fell,  nearly  at  the 
commencement  in  the  morning,  the  command  devolved  upon  Captain 
Woodward ;  and  upon  the  fall  of  Colonel  Jones  and  Major  Terry,  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  Captain  Weller  was  left  in  command. 

Although  I  was  at  Shiloh,  and  commanded  in  that  battle  at  the  head 
of  General  BuelPs  army,  and  fought  throughout  that  battle  with  that 
army,  yet  this  battle,  the  last  day  of  the  old  year,  was  by  far  the  most 
terrible  and  bloody  in  my  command  that  I  have  ever  witnessed. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  or,  rather,  early  in  the  morning 
of  January  1,  our  whole  line  was  retired,  for  a  more  eligible  position, 
600  or  700  yards,  and  my  brigade  was  relieved  from  the  front,  and  re- 
tired for  rest. 

During  Thursday,  January  1,  we  were  ordered  to  cross  the  north  bank 
of  Stone's  River,  to  support  a  division  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  line, 
an  attack  being  anticipated  in  that  direction,  but  returned  to  our  rest- 
ing place  before  night,  no  attack  being  made  that  day. 

On  the  next  day,  January  2,  in  the  forenoon,  we  were  again  ordered 
across  the  river  to  support  the  division  there  in  position,  with  its  right 
resting  on  the  river  bank,  and  its  lines  (double  lines)  formed  at  right 
angles  to  the  river,  extending  therefrom  about  one-half  mile.  The  river 
below  the  right  of  the  division  line,  about  800  yards,  changes  direction, 
running  about  one-half  mile  in  the  rear,  and  nearly  parallel  to  the  lines 
of  the  division,  formed  as  above.  When  my  brigade  arrived  on  the 
ground,  I  was  requested  to  put  it  in  position  so  as  to  protect  the  left 
flank  of  the  division  referred  to,  and  repel  any  attack  that  might  be 
made  in  that  direction. 

The  Twenty-third  Kentucky  was  posted  to  the  left  of  the  division 
spoken  of  about  200  yards,  retired ;  the  Twenty -fourth  Ohio  300  yards 
to  its  rear,  fronting  the  same  way ;  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  to  the  rear 
of  the  Twenty -fourth  Ohio,  fronting  diagonally  to  the  flank  of  the  other 
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two,  the  right  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  distant  from  the  left  of  the 
Twenty -fourth  Ohio  about  150  yards,  and  with  directions  specially  given 
to  each  of  these  regiments  to  change  front  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case 
might  require  in  case  of  an  attack.  The  Eighty -fourth  Illinois  and 
Sixth  Ohio  were  placed  150  yards  from  the  left  of  the  Thirty -sixth  In- 
diana, in  one  line,  fronting  the  same  direction  as  the  Twenty-fourth  and 
Twenty-third,  as  well  as  in  the  same  direction  of  the  division  so  posted 
(as  above)  to  our  right  and  front,  the  right  of  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois 
resting  on  the  bluff  at  the  river,  with  the  Third  Wisconsin  Battery  near 
the  left  and  front  of  the  Eighty-fourth ;  the  Sixth  Ohio  on  the  left  of 
the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois.  Thus  in  position,  I  took  the  precaution  to 
have  each  regiment  hurriedly  throw  before  them  barricades  of  such 
materials,  fences,  buildings,  &c.,  as  were  at  command. 

About  3.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  came  in  against  the  division  in  front  and 
right  (as  above  shown  in  position)  in  strong  force,  perhaps  in  three  lines, 
and  with  three  batteries  distributed  along  the  front,  and  a  heavy  contesi 
ensued,  which  lasted  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  an  hour,  when  the 
lines  of  the  division  gave  way  in  considerable  confusion,  retiring  toward 
the  river,  and  many  of  them  breaking  through  the  lines  of  my  brigade. 
I  went  to  my  front  regiments  and  superintended  the  changing  of  their 
fronts,  respectively,  so  as  to  meet  the  enemy  the  best  we  could,  coming 
from  an  unexpected  direction,  which,  to  some  extent,  threw  the  Twenty 
third  Kentucky  and  Twenty -fourth  Ohio,  my  advanced  front  regiments, 
into  confusion,  and  caused  them  to  retire  toward  the  left  of  the  main  line 
of  the  brigade,  but  they  kept  up  a  strong  fire  on  the  advancing  enemy  as 
they  retired.  The  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  changed  its  front,  and,  as  the  ene- 
my's lines  came  near,  opened  on  them  a  deadly  fire;  but  on  they  came, 
until  in  reach  of  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  and  Sixth  Ohio,  behind  their 
barricades,  when  both  these  regiments  saluted  them  with  a  terrible  fire, 
and  by  this  time  all  my  regiments  were  engaged,  and  the  masses  of  the 
enemy  began  to  falter,  and  soon  broke  in  disorder,  and  commenced  their 
flight  back  over  the  farm  they  had  so  fiercely  advanced  upon,  pursued 
by  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  and  Twenty-fourth 
Ohio  to  the  line  occupied  by  the  out-picket  posts  of  the  division  before 
the  battle  commenced. 

Here  night  overtook  us,  the  battle  was  over,  and  the  enemy  was  gone 
beyond  the  reach  of  our  guns.  Colonel  Hazen's  brigade  crossed  the  river 
to  our  rear  to  support  us  about  the  time  of  the  enemy's  retreat,  and 
moved  closel^^  after  my  pursuing  regiments,  to  give  assistance  if  needed. 
Some  other  forces  collected  or  crossed  the  river  to  my  right,  and  moved 
np  the  river  bank  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  as  my  regiments  advanced. 
What  forces  these  were  I  have  not  learned.  The  battery  posted  near 
the  brigade  at  the  commencement' of  this  day's  fight  fired  a  few  rounds 
and  took  a  hasty  leave  from  the  field,  and  I  have  not  made  its  acquaint- 
ance since. 

Artillery  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  rendered  valuable  aid  by 
playing  upon  the  enemy  in  his  advance  and  retreat. 

Our  loss  this  day  was  not  large  compared  with  that  of  the  3l8t.  That 
of  the  enemy  was  very  heavy. 

I  cannot  too  favorably  notice  the  coolness  and  promptness  of  each  and 
every  field  officer  of  the  brigade.  They  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other 
which  should  most  promptly  execute  every  command,  without  regard  to 
danger;  and  the  line  officers  and  men  of  the  respective  regiments  ap- 
peared not  to  fear  or  know  danger.  New  and  old  regiments  alike  acted 
the  heroic  part  and  braved  every  peril. 
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Captain  Weller,  in  command  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  fell  at  his 
[)Ost  on  the  last  battle-field,  and  left  Captain  Cockerill  in  command,  who 
bravely  and  skillfully  performed  his  whole  duty;  and  as  much  may  be 
said  of  Captain  Woodward,  who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Thirty- 
sixth  Indiana  upon  the  fall  of  Major  Kinley  at  a  critical  and  perilous 
moment  in  the  first  day's  engagement. 

I  am  under  lasting  obligations  to  my  staff  and  orderlies  for  their  effi- 
cient assistance  during  these  several  days'  fighting.  Captain  Peden, 
Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  his  aid  rendered  me 
ui)  to  the  time  he  fell,  wounded,  on  the  31st. 

Lieut.  J.  P.  Duke,  of  the  Twenty-third  Kentucky,  also  on  my  staif, 
deserves  a  high  meed  of  praise  for  promptness  and  aid  rendered  me  at 
all  times  during  the  whole  of  these  engagements.  Dr.  Silas  H.  Kersey, 
acting  brigade  surgeon,  with  unsurpassed  industry  and  skill,  has  ren- 
dered invaluable  assistance  to  the  wounded. 

My  mounted  orderlies,  Frank  Brough,  Frank  Webb,  Albert  Woods, 
William  D.Smith,  Martin  Mann,  and  Louis  Miller,  of  the  Second  Indiana 
Cavalry,  George  Shirk  and  Isaac  Biglow,  of  the  Thirty-sixtli  Indiana 
Infantry,  rendered  me  valuable  service.  But  I  am  left  to  remember  and 
lament  with  friends  the  fall,  in  this  mighty  struggle  for  human  prowess, 
of  such  brave  spirits  as  Colonel  Jones,  Major  Terry,  Captains  Weller, 
Shultz,  King,  Adjutant  Williams,  Lieutenants  Foster,  Ball,  Abercrom- 
bie,  and  others,  whose  earthly  conflicts  have  closed  with  these  battles 
I  may  truthfully  add  that  I  mourn  with  those  who  mourn  over  these 
irreparable  losses. 

To  the  brave  wounded,  whose  fate  may  or  may  not  be  uncertain,  you 
have  my  earnest  prayers  for  a  speedy  restoration  to  health  and  use- 
fulness. 

The  casualties  of  the  brigade,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  are  as 
follows : 


Killed. 

Wonnded. 

-s 
s 

Command. 

1 

O 

i 

i 

24th  Ohio 

4 

10 
8 
33 
23 
23 

4 
3 
5 
6 
4 

68 
50 

119 
85 

134 

12 

22 

8 

18 
14 

98 

23d  Kentucky 

83 

84th  Illinois- 

2 
2 
2 

167 

36th  Indiana 

134 

6th  Ohio 

177 

Total 

10 

97 

22 

456 

74 

659 

List  of  which,  with  the  reports  of  the  regimental  commanders  for 
further  details,  are  herewith  respectfully  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  GEOSE, 
Colonel,  Gommanding  Third  Brigade  (Old  Tenth), 

Capt.  D.  W.  Norton, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  General,  Second  I^imsion, 
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The  following  shows  the  position  on  January  2,  before  the  battle  over  the  river,  of 
Colonel  Beatty's  division  and  Colonel  Grose's  brigade.  Barricades  before  regiments 
of  brigade. 
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Colonel  Seady's  frarit. 
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Report  of  Surg,  Silas  H.  Kersey^  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry^  Acting 

Brigade  Surgeon. 

Headquarters  Medical  Department  Third  Brigade, 

January  9,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  list  of  casual- 
ties suffered  by  your  command  in  the  recent  series  of  engagements  with 
the  enemy  before  Murfreesborough,  to  wit :  * 

Before  closing  this  report,  permit  me,  respectfully,  to  call  attention  to 
the  faithful  manner  in  which  the  regimental  medical  officers  of  the  several 
regiments  composing  the  Third  Brigade  have  discharged  the  arduous 
duties  incumbent  on  them  under  circumstances  the  most  trying,  viz:  T. 
S.  Bayse,  assistant  surgeon  Thirty-sixth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  was  assigned  the  duty  of  administering  ansesthetics,  which  he 
has  so  far  accomplished  in  every  operation  without  producing  any  un- 
toward symptoms  in  a  single  case,  and  at  the  same  time  attended  to  the 
dressing  of  all  the  slighter  wounds  of  his  own  regiment,  thus  perform- 
ing double  duty  by  day  and  night  since  the  commencement  of  the  battle. 

I  would  also  make  honorable  mention  of  A.  M.  Morrison,  assistant 
surgeon  Twenty -third  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  keep  the  register,  which  necessarily  occupied  a  large  portion 
of  his  time,  notwithstanding  which,  by  constant  industry  and  energy, 
his  wounded  have  been  well  cared  for. 

Assistant  Surgeon  McDill,  of  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois,  had  so  large 
a  list  of  wounded  that  his  time  has  been  almost  wholly  occupied  with 
them  ;  they,  too,  have  been  as  well  attended  as  circumstances  would 
permit. 


*  Table,  here  omitted,  embodied  in  No.  136.  p.  563. 
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We  have,  up  to  this  date,  a  smaller  proportioual  list  of  deaths  from 
wounds  after  entering  hospital  than  any  other  division  hospital  in  the 
left  wing*  of  this  army  corps.  Two  cases  of  erysipelas  have  appeared 
in  stumps — one  of  the  arm,  near  the  shoulder  j  the  other  the  leg.  They 
were  immediately  separated  from  the  other  inmates  and  cared  for  in  a 
tent  to  themselves.  The  utmost  care  and  vigilance  is  constantly  exer- 
cised over  the  wounded  that  the  limited  room  and  means  will  permit. 
I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  KEKSEY, 
Acting  Surgeon  Third  Brigade. 
W.  Grose, 

Colonel  J  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


No.  138. 

Report  of  Col,  Louis  H.  Waters^  Eighty -fourth  Illinois  Infantry, 

Headquarters  EiaHTY-FouRTH  Illinois  Yolxtnteers, 

Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  Early  in  the  morning  of  December  31,  by  direction  of  Colonel 
Grose,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  my  command  took  position  on  the 
left  of  the  brigade,  front  perpendicular  to  the  pike,  with  the  Twenty- 
third  Kentucky  on  my  right  and  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  in  my  rear. 
In  a  short  time  it  became  evident  that  the  division  on  our  right  was 
being  rapidly  driven  in,  whereupon  I  changed  front  to  the  right,  and 
got  my  command  under  the  protection  of  a  ledge  of  rocks.  The  enemy 
soon  appeared  in  the  cedar  woods  in  our  front,  and  we  opened  fire  upon 
him.  We  here  had  5  men  severely  wounded.  Lieutenant  Parsons'  bat- 
tery having  changed  position  from  our  left  to  the  pike  in  its  rear,  I 
retired  my  left  to  support  the  battery,  moving  my  right  to  the  position 
before  occupied  by  my  left. 

About  12  o'clock,  the  battery  having  moved  forward  on  the  pike 
nearly  to  the  cotton -field  in  front,  by  direction  of  Cdlonel  Grose  we 
moved  forward  to  support  the  battery  on  the  right,  and  immediately 
commenced  firing  upon  the  enemy  lying  across  the  cotton-field  and 
meadow  in  our  front.  During  this  time  there  were  two  regiments  of 
some  other  division  upon  my  right,  engaging  the  enemy  somewhat  to 
their  right,  and  Stevens'  Pennsylvania  battery  was  in  rear  of  my  center. 
Both  these  regiments  gave  way,  and  left  the  field  in  considerable  confu- 
sion, leaving  Stevens'  battery  without  any  support. 

I  immediately  retired  the  right  of  my  regiment,  so  as  to  protect  this 
battery  as  far  as  possible  until  it  could  be  taken  from  the  field.  It  had 
done  excellent  service,  and  was  not  to  be  lost  without  a  struggle.  As 
soon  as  it  was  started  from  the  field,  I  again  retired  my  right,  so  as  to 
have  the  protection  of  a  ledge,  some  60  paces  to  the  rear.  From  this 
ledge  we  kept  up  a  steady  fire  upon  the  enemy,  now  occupying  the  skirt 
of  the  cedar  woods  in  our  front,  until  Lieutenant  Parsons'  battery,  for 
want  of  ammunition  or  support  on  his  left,  was  compelled  to  retire 
beyond  the  pike.  While  occupying  this  position  we  suffered  terribly 
from  the  tire  of  stragglers,  who  had  sought  cover  behind  some  cabins 
in  our  rear,  and  were  firing  wildly  at  the  enemy  over  our  line. 

Captain  Higgins  and  others  of  my  command  called  to  me  that  their 
men  were  being  wounded  by  the  firing  from  the  cabins.  I  reluctantly 
withdrew  my  command  to  the  railroad,  some  350  yards  distant,  and  from 


566  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chat.  XXXn. 

thence,  by  Colonel  Grose's  direction,  to  some  woods  to  the  left,  where  we 
rested  for  the  night.  At  the  ledge  where  we  made  our  last  stand  we  left 
24  of  our  dead. 

In  the  fight  on  the  2d  instant  we  were  posted  by  Colonel  Grose  on  the 
left  of  his  brigade  hue,  and  I  cannot  report  anything  that  did  not  occur 
under  the  observation  of  Colonel  Grose,  who  on  this  occasion,  as  on  the 
31st,  was  wherever  duty  called  him,  regardless  of  danger.  After  the 
enemy  commenced  retreating,  I  advanced  my  command  to  the  corn-flell 
in  our  front,  and  there  learned,  to  my  surprise,  that  our  ammunition  was 
exhausted.    We  had  fired  50  rounds. 

My  command,  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst  ultimo,  consisted  of  3  field 
and  staff  and  21  company  officers  and  336  enlisted  men.  Lieutenants  Ball 
and  Abercrombie,  two  as  gallant  gentlemen  as  ever  fought  beneath  the 
stars  and  stripes,  fell  at  their  posts  in  the  first  engagement. 

On  the  31st  we  lost  in  killed  35  ofiicers  and  men,  and  had  wounded 
121.  On  the  2d  we  had  5  wounded.  On  both  occasions  my  command, 
as  well  as  the  other  regiments  of  Colonel  Grose's  brigade,  was  nearly 
crushed  by  the  herd  of  officers  and  men  of  other  divisions,  as  they  fled, 
panic-stricken,  before  the  enemy ;  yet  it  stood  like  a  ''  human  wood,"  and 
officers  and  men  vied  with  each  other  in  beating  back  the  fugitives. 

To  the  coolness  and  fearlessness  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hamer,  Major 
Morton,  and  my  company  officers,  and  the  bravery  of  our  men,  are  we 
indebted  for  whatever  of  credit  the  regiment  may  deserve.  In  this 
connection  I  cannot  omit  the  opportunity  of  bearing  testimony  to  the 
gallantry  of  Lieutenant  Parsons  and  the  efficiency  of  his  battery. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  list  of  my  killed  and  wounded,*  which  is  as  nearly 
correct  as  I  can  now  make  it.  Many  slightly  wounded  are  not  included 
in  the  list. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  WATEES, 
Colonelj  Commanding  Eighty  fourth  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Capt.   R.   SOUTHGATE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade, 


No.  139. 

Report  of  Capt  Pyrrhus  Woodivard^  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Thirty-sixth  Eegiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  It  devolves  upon  me,  as  the  temporary  commander  of  the  Thirty - 
sixth  Regiment,  to  report  the  part  taken  by  it  in  the  recent  engage- 
ments before  Murfreesborough,  and  on  the  march  thither. 

On  the  28th  ultimo  we  were  bivouacked  on  the  west  bank  of  Stewart's 
Creek,  10  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  cavalry 
pickets.  At  an  early  hour  the  next  morning,  29th  ultimo,  we  moved 
forward  in  line  of  battle,  and  arrived  within  sight  of  the  enemy's  rifle- 
pits,  2J  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  at  4  p.  m.  There  we  retained  our 
position  in  front,  the  regiment  doing  picket  duty  the  night  of  the  29th, 
and  losing  1  man  of  Company  D,  wounded.  We  retained  our  position 
in  front  during  the  day  and  night  of  the  30th  ultimo,  losing  1  man 
wounded  in  Company  I. 

*  Embodied  in  r  3 vised  statement,  p.  213. 
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We  were  relu^ved  on  the  morniug  of  the  31st  uUimo  by  the  Ninth 
ludianu  Regiment,  and  at  daylight  of  the  same  day  our  regiment  was 
called  out  under  arms,  expecting  to  participate  in  a  general  attack  on 
the  enemy's  positions  at  Murfreesborough.  Just  as  we  had  formed  our 
line,  and  were  preparing  to  advance,  a  terrific  fire  on  the  right  of  our 
position  disclosed  the  fact  that  the  battle  had  opened.  In  compliance 
with  orders  from  you,  my  regiment  countermarched,  changed  front,  and 
advanced  to  the  edge  of  a  cedar  thicket,  to  the  right  and  rear  of  our 
first  position,  forming  the  right  flank  of  the  brigade,  where  it  was  evi- 
dent our  services  would  soon  be  needed.  Hardly  had  we  taken  our 
position  when  the  enemy  was  upon  us.  Concealed  from  the  view  of 
my  men  by  the  thick  undergrowth  of  cedar,  tlie  first  indication  they  had 
of  his  presence  was  a  volley  from  his  muskets,  which  riddled  our  ranks. 
It  was  my  impression  that  the  Fifteenth  U.  S.  Infantry  was  in  my  front, 
as  we  had  been  informed  that  such  was  the  ftict  on  entering  the  thicket; 
hence  the  precaution  of  throwing  out  skirmishers  had  not  been  taken. 

Up  to  this  time  Maj.  Isaac  Kinley  retained  command  of  the  regiment, 
but  at  this  point  was  seriously,  perhaps  fatally,  w^ounded,  being  struck 
in  the  thigh  by  a  musket-ball.  Here,  too,  Capt.  A.  D.  Shultz,  of  Com- 
pany B,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  bravely  encouraging  his  men : 
and  every  mounted  officer  of  the  regiment,  except  the  adjutant,  had 
his  horse  shot  under  him. 

After  delivering  a  few  v>  ell  aimed  volleys  at  the  enemy,  it  became  ap- 
parent that  our  position  could  not  be  held,  the  line  having  been  already 
confused  by  the  Fifteenth  Regulars  passing  out  between  my  left  and  the 
right  of  tlje  Sixth  Ohio,  and  our  right  and  left  flanks,  as  well  as  our 
front,  being  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire. 

He  quickly  discovered  his  advantage,  and,  charging  upon  my  regi- 
ment with  four  times  its  number,  compelled  it  to  retire,  cutting  it  off 
from  the  brigade,  and  separating  two  of  my  companies  (A  and  C)  from 
the  regiment.  The  strongest  efforts  w  ere  made  by  all  the  ofl&cers  of- my 
regiment  to  rally  the  men,  and,  though  their  bravery  was  unquestioned 
and  they  exhibited  a  strong  disposition  to  maintain  their  ground,  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  was  too  hot  to  admit  of  it,  and  they  were  retired  to  a 
point  a  short  distance  from  the  scene  of  our  first  conflict.  Here,  with 
the  valuable  assistance  of  Capt.  Gilbert  Trusler  and  Adjt.  J.  H.  Mc- 
Clung  and  other  officers  of  the  regiment,  I  succeeded  in  forming  our 
line,  and  again  advanced  under  a  heavy  fire  to  the  front.  Not  a  man  of 
my  command  flinched,  and  for  eight  long  hours  we  assisted  in  maintain- 
ing our  position  against  the  furious  assaults  of  the  enemy. 

First  Lieut.  J.  W.  J.  Smith  and  Second  Lieut.  J.  C.  Byram,  both  of 
Company  G,  were  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  compelled 
to  retire  from  the  field. 

At  4  p.  m.,  the  fire  having  sUickened,  we  noted  our  condition  and 
strength,  and  found  that  out  of  430  commissioned  officers  and  men,  with 
whom  we  had  entered  the  battle  in  the  morning,  213  remained.  This 
number  w^as  increased,  by  the  arrival  of  those  who  had  become  sepa- 
rated from  the  regiment  during  the  day,  to  283. 

On  January  1  we  rested,  and,  although  my  men  were  exposed  to  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  during  several  hours  of  the  day, 
none  of  them  were  killed  or  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  by  your  order,  we  moved  across  the  river, 
taking  a  position  on  its  northeast  bank,  behind  a  barricade  constructed 
by  my  men.  We  had  remained  here  but  a  few  hours  when  the  enemy 
made  a  strong  and  sudden  attack  on  our  position  from  the  direction  of 
our  right  flank,  while  his  batteries  to  our  right  gave  my  line  a  raking 
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fire.  Then,  by  your  order,  I  changed  position,  moving  by  the  left  flank 
a  distance  of  200  yards.  It  was  a  terrible  straggle,  but  the  territic  fire 
to  which  the  enemy  was  exposed  for  an  hour  compelled  his  lines  to  break 
and  retire  in  disorder.  At  this  juncture  my  men  were  ordered  to  charge 
the  enemy,  which  they  did  with  alacrity,  halting  not  until  darkness  put 
an  end  to  the  pursuit.  Oapt.  J.  H.  King,  of  Company  G,  was  killed  in 
this  last  engagement  while  gallantly  encouraging  his  men  at  the  barri- 
cade.    He  died  nobly,  bravely. 

Our  loss,  colonel,  in  this  series  of  engagements,  is  as  follows:* 
Killed,  25  j  wounded,  91 ;  missing,  18.  Total  loss  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  134. 

In  concluding  my  report  to  you,  colonel,  I  wish  again  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  bravery  and  gallant  conduct  of  both  the  ofiBcei  s  and 
men  of  my  regiment,  and  to  thank  them  for  their  noble  conduct  and 
bearing  throughout  all  the  trying  scenes  from  December  28  to  January 
3.     They  are  worthy  of  immortal  honor. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  glorious  dead.  Captains 
Shultz  and  King  still  live  with  us,  though  their  bodies  molder  in  the 
earth.  The  enemy  encountered  no  l3raver  or  truer  spirits  in  those  trying 
battles. 

How  sleep  the  brave  who  sink  to  rest, 
By  all  their  country's  wishes  blessed ! 


1  am,  colonel,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

PYERHUS  WOODWARD, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers* 

W.  Grose, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade, 


No.  140. 

Report  of  Maj.  Thomas  H.  JSamrick,  Twenty-third  Kentucky  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Twenty- third  Kentucky  Infantry, 
Camp  in  front  of  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.^  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  hereby  beg  leave  to  make  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Twenty-third  Kentucky  Infantry  in  the  two  battles  before  Murfrees- 
borough,  December  31,  1862,  and  January  2,  1863: 

On  December  26,  1862,  we  left  our  camp,  near  Nashville,  with  282 
men,  and  took  up  our  line  of  march  with  the  brigade,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  William  Grose,  in  the  rear  of  the  Sixth  Ohio.  Halted  near 
La  Vergne  at  dusk,  where  we  bivouacked  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  my  regiment  was  detailed  as  guard  to 
General  Palmer's  division  train.  At  night  we  took  up  our  position  with 
the  brigade. 

On  the  28th  (Sunday),  we  moved  to  the  front  with  our  brigade,  and 
were  placed  as  reserve  to  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois. 

On  the  29th,  we  moved  forward,  crossed  Stewart's  Creek,  waist-deep, 
and  followed  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  in  line  of  battle.  Remained  in 
front  all  night  with  the  brigade. 

On  the  30th,  I  was  ordered  forward  some  400  yards,  to  support  Par- 
sons' (regular)  battery,  on  the  right,  where  we  remained  until  dark, 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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when  we  were  relieved,  and  ordei  ed  some  400  yards  to  the  rear  and  into 
the  timber,  for  rest. 

On  the  31st  (Wednesday),  I  was  ordered  to  form  in  line  on  the  left  of 
the  Sixth  Ohio,  fronting  the  enemy's  battery  in  front,  when,  the  fire 
becoming  heavy  upon  our  ri^^ht  and  rear,  Colonel  Grose  ordered  me  to 
change  my  front,  which  I  immediately  did,  facing  the  direction  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  when  I  was  ordered  to  unsling  knapsacks.  I  was  then 
ordered  to  move  forward  and  support  the  Sixth  Ohio,  which  I  did,  moving 
as  far  as  the  skirt  of  the  wood  on  my  left,  when  General  Palmer  rode 
up  and  ordered  me  to  retire  to  the  support  of  Parsons'  battery. 

At  this  time  the  stampede  from  the  right  became  general  from  the 
woods  in  our  front.  I  had  some  fear  of  being  carried  away  with  it,  but 
found  no  difficulty  in  moving  my  men  to  the  support  of  the  battery, 
forming  my  right  on  the  battery,  and  my  left  resting  on  the  wood.  The 
enemy  appeared  on  our  front,  and  poured  in  a  galling  fire  upon  us,  with 
the  intention,  it  seemed,  to  charge  the  battery.  Some  regiment  formed 
upon  my  left,  resting  in  the  woods.  The  battery  opened  a  cross-fire  upon 
the  enemy,  as  did  also  my  regiment  and  the  one  upon  my  left,  driving 
kim  back  in  great  confusion  and  with  heavy  loss.  The  battery  retired, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  change  my  front  and  form  behind  a  ledge  of  rocks, 
and  cause  my  men  to  lie  down  and  await  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
The  enemy's  fire  becoming  very  heavy,  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back  with 
my  command  to  the  railroad,  in  rear  of  the  Twenty  fourth  Ohio,  which 
I  did  slowly  and  in  good  order. 

After  remaining  there  for  some  thirty  minutes,  I  was  ordered  to  move 
forward  and  relieve  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  whose  ammunition  was 
exhausted.  This  I  did  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy.  That  posi- 
tion I  held  for  fifty-five  minutes,  driving  the  enemy  back  with  my  superior 
guns  under  cover  of  the  woods,  when  we  were  relieved  and  ordered  to 
the  rear  for  ammunition. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  I  was  again  ordered  to  the  front,  when  I  took  the  posi- 
tion in  the  wood,  in  front  of  the  railroad,  occupied  by  me  before  I  was 
ordered  to  the  rear,  which  point  I  occupied  until  I  was  relieved,  at  1  a. 
m.,  when  I  was  again  ordered  to  the  rear  for  refreshments  and  rest. 

On  January  1, 1  was  ordered  to  the  rear  and  center  of  Van  Cleve's  and 
Wood's  divisions,  where  I  remained  until  12  m.,  when  I  was  ordered  to 
cross  the  river  to  our  left,  where  I  remained  until  2.30  p.  m.,  when  I  was 
ordered  to  recross  the  river  and  go  into  camp  for  a  night's  rest. 

On  January  2,  I  was  again  ordered  with  the  brigade  to  cross  the  river, 
when  Colonel  Grose  ordered  me  to  take  a  position  behind  a  fence,  on 
the  extreme  front  and  left.  1  threw  out  three  companies  as  skirmish- 
ers. I  remained  in  position  until  3.30  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  appeared, 
driving  back  the  forces  on  my  right.  The  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  broke  and 
ran  across  my  front,  and  some  of  them  over  my  men,  who  were  lying 
behind  the  fence  in  line.  I  saw  that  the  enemy  were  driving  back  the 
forces  upon  my  right,  so  I  changed  my  front  and  opened  upon  him.  I 
had  no  sooner  done  so  than  a  battery  opened  upon  my  left  with  grape, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  fire  of  small  arms  was  opened  upon  my  left  and 
rear,  placing  me  within  a  cross-fire.  I  then  attempted  to  move  my  men 
back  to  the  brigade,  when  some  stragglers  raised  the  cry,  *^  We  are  sur- 
rounded," and  I  found  it  was  impossible  to  keep  my  men  in  order.  They 
then  fell  back  in  confusion.  I  succeeded  in  rallying  most  of  them  in 
the  woods  on  the  left  of  the  brigade.  The  balance,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
rallied  and  returned. 

The  enemy  was  then  driven  back  with  heavy  loss.  T  then  moved  for- 
ward beyond  my  original  position,  keeping  open  a  heavy  fire  upon  him, 
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When  we  halted  we  were  500  yards  in  advance  and  to  the  right  of  oar 
original  position,  and  occupying  the  ground  of  our  former  picket  line, 
which  position  we  held  until  dark,  when,  being  relieved,  we  returned 
to  our  position  occupied  before  the  engagement,  having  lost  in  the  two 
days'  engagements  8  killed,  51  wounded,  and  22  missing. 

Chaplain  William  H.  Black  deserves  especial  praise  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  acted,  being  always  at  his  post,  and  rendering  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  wounded,  both  while  the  fight  was  going  on  and  during  the 
two  succeeding  nights.  Dr.  A.  M.  Morrison  also  deserves  great  praise 
for  his  kindness  and  attention  to  the  wounded  at  all  hours,  day  and 
night. 

My  officers,  line  and  staff,  acted  with  great  coolness  and  bravery, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  which  I  cannot  particularize  in  this  report. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  11.  HAMRICK, 
Major,  Commandmg  Regiment. 

Capt.  E..    SOUTHGATE, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div. 


m.  141. 
Beport  of  Col.  Nicholas  L.  Anderson,  Sixth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Nashville,  Tenn  ,  January  7,  1863. 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  orders  from  headquarters,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment Ohio  Volunteers  in  the  late  series  of  battles,  beginning  on  the 
morning  of  December  31 : 

At  about  8  a.  m.  on  that  day  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the 
open  field  to  the  north  of  the  burnt  brick  house,  and  to  the  west  of  the 
cedars,  while  Rousseau's  division  filed  by  us  to  get  position.  Scarcely 
had  the  rear  of  that  column  passed  when  heavy  firing  was  heard  to  our 
right,  coming  from  the  cedars  and  approaching  rapidly.  I  was  ordered 
with  my  regiment  into  the  woods.  1  immediately  changed  front  and 
advanced  some  200  yards,  when  I  saw  our  troops  flying  in  wild  disorder, 
and  hotly  pursued  by  the  enemy.  I  formed  my  line  and  awaited  the 
escape  of  our  men  and  the  nearer  advance  of  the  enemy.  Id  a  few 
moments  a  terrible  fire  was  opened  on  us,  scarce  100  yards  distant,  from 
a  rebel  line  apparently  four  deep.  This  fire  we  returned,  and  a  dread- 
ful carnage  ensued  on  both  sides.  Finding  myself  hotly  pressed,  I  had 
determined  on  a  charge,  and  the  order  was  already  given  to  fix  bayonets, 
wheu  I  saw  my  regiment  flanked  almost  completely  on  both  sides  by 
two  rebel  regiments.  I  gave  the  order  to  fall  back,,  firing.  As  soon  as 
we  reached  the  edge  of  the  woods.  Lieutenant  Parsons,  of  the  Fourth 
(Regular)  Artillery,  opened  on  the  enemy  with  terrible  effect,  and  I  re- 
formed my  line  behind  his  guns,  having  held  my  position  against  tre- 
mendous odds,  but  with  great  sacrifice,  for  forty  minutes. 

I  then  replenished  my  ammunition,  and  was  soon  after  ordered  to 
throw  my  regiment  diagonally  across  the  Murfreesborough  pike  and 
hold  that  position.  This  1  did,  under  a  destructive  fire  and  with  much 
loss,  during  the  rest  of  the  day  and  until  midnight,  when  I  was  relieved 
by  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  and  took  my  regiment  a  short  distance  to 
the  rear. 

During  January  1,  my  regiment  was  usoved  from  one  place  to  another 
as  the  plan  of  the  battle  required,  Init  did  not  get  into  any  general  action. 
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Od  Friday,  the  2d,  my  regiment  was  ordered  with  the  brigade  across 
the  river,  and  placed  iu  position  on  a  slight  eminence  to  the  rear  of  and 
as  a  support  to  Van  Cleve's  division. 

All  was  quiet  until  about  3.30  p.  m.,  when  a  tremendous  fire  was  heard 
along  our  front,  and  whole  masses  of  the  enemy  were  hurled  against 
Van  Oleve's  division,  which  soon  gave  way.  The  enemy  came  down 
boldly,  when  I  brought  my  regiment  into  action,  simultaneously  with 
the  Eighty -fourth  Illinois,  and  we  opened  a  severe  cross-fire  on  the  enemy. 
For  more  than  an  hour  we  held  the  hill,  and  under  our  heavy  fire,  and 
that  of  a  battery  from  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  enemy  soon  gave 
way,  and  when  re-enforcements  poured  in  for  us  they  were  already  in  full 
retreat. 

We  held  our  position  without  further  molestation  till  Sunday  morning, 
when  we  were  ordered  across  the  river  into  camp,  the  enemy  having  re- 
treated. 

My  regiment,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved  throughout  with  energy, 
courage,  and  discipline.  The  loss  was  177  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
Among  the  former  was  Adjutant  Williams,  who  fell  cheering  tne  men 
on,  regardless  of  all  personal  danger.  Accompanying  is  a  coriect  list 
of  the  casualties.* 
Kespectfull^, 

K  L.  anderoo:n, 

Coloiielj  Commanding  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteers. 
Colonel  Grose, 

Commanding  Tenth  Brigade, 


No.  142. 

Report  of  Capt.  Armistead  T.  if.  Cockerill^  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Regiment, 

January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Twenty -fourth  Ohio  liegiment  in  the  recent  battles  before  Mur- 
freesborough,  Tenn.,  of  December  31,  1862,  and  January  2,  1863: 

Our  regiment  being  one  of  the  five  regiments  composing  the  Tenth 
Brigade-,  commanded  by  Col.  William  Grose,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana 
Regunent,  numbered  on  the  morning  of  December  31,1862,314  enlisted 
men  and  14  commissioned  officers  (Company  A  being  detached,  and  was 
not  with  the  regiment),  Gol.  Frederick  0.  Jones  commanding,  Maj.  Henry 
Terry  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  Oapt.  Enoch  Weller  acting  major,  Adjt. 
H.  Y.  Graham,  Capt.  A.  T.  M.  Cockerill,  commanding  Company  D ; 
Capt.  George  M.  Bacon,  commanding  Company  E;  Lieut.  Charles  R. 
Harman,  commanding  Company  F;  Lieut.  Benjamin  J.  Horton,  com- 
manding Company  Ij  Lieut.  D.  W.  C.  Wadsworth,  commanding  Com- 
pany C ;  Lieut.  William  C.  Beck,  Company  C  j  Lieut.  Jacob  Diehl,  com- 
manding Company  H;  Lieut.  August  Draeger,  Company  H;  Lieut. 
John  Acker,  commanding  Company  G,  and  Lieut.  Isaac  K.  Dry  den, 
commanding  Comi)any  B. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo  heavy  artillery  and  musketry 
firing  was  distinctly  heard  on  our  right,  and  as  the  sound  neared  our 
position  it  was  evident  that  our  forces  were  falling  back,  and  our  posi- 
tion in  danger  of  being  flanked,  when  our  front  was  immediately  changed 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  213. 
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to  the  left  and  rear,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  Sixth  Ohio,  which  had 
now  become  earnestly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  who  was  under  cover 
of  thick  woods.  We  immediately  moved  forward  to  support  the  Sixth, 
and  were  ordered  to  lie  down  in  the  open  space,  about  50  paces  in  their 
rear,  being  much  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  of  rebel  infantry. 

The  deadly  lire  of  the  enemy  in  superior  numbers  was  mowing  down 
the  ranks  of  the  gallant  Sixth,  and  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back. 
Colonel  Jones  now  ordered  the  regiment  to  fall  back,  which  was  done 
in  good  order.  We  halted  at  about  150  paces,  and  lay  down  to  await 
the  enemy's  approach  from  the  cover  of  the  woods  into  the  open  space 
that  separated  us.  On  they  came  like  a  tornado  that  would  destroy 
everything  in  its  path.  Encouraged  by  their  success  in  driving  the 
forces  upon  our  right,  they  charged  upon  a  battery  lying  upon  our  right, 
belonging  to  General  Rousseau's  command,  when  almost  simultaneously 
our  forces  lying  in  their  front  opened  upon  them  with  a  tremendous  fire 
from  our  infantry  and  artillery,  mowing  them  down  almost  by  ranks, 
causing  dismay  and  confusion,  when  they  broke  and  fled  in  disorder  to 
the  cover  of  woods  from  which  they  had  but  just  emerged. 

We  had  rested  but  a  few  minutes  after  this  terrible  encounter,  when 
an  orderly  of  the  gallant  General  Palmer  delivered  orders  for  us  to  move 
double-quick  to  the  support  of  the  Nineteenth  Brigade  (Colonel  Hazen's), 
which  was  at  this  time  gallantly  resisting  a  furious  charge  of  the  rebel 
hordes  in  an  open  cotton-field  on  our  left.  We  almost  instantly  formed 
on  their  right  in  the  field,  with  Lieutenant  Parsons'  Fourth  (Regular) 
Battery  on  our  right.  We  remained  in  this  position  about  one  hour 
and  a  half,  amid  the  most  terrible  shower  of  ball  and  shell,  encouraged 
by  the  cool  and  daring  courage  of  our  brigade  commander,  who  was 
apparently  omnipresent,  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and 
issuing  his  orders  in  person,  when  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the 
turnpike,  where  another  stand  was  made. 

We  had  remained  in  this  position  but  a  few  minutes,  exposed  to  a 
severe  cross-fire  of  the  enemy,  when  ColonelJones  was  mortally  wounded 
and  carried  from  the  field.  The  command  now  devolved  upon  Maj. 
Henry  Terry,  who  displayed  great  coolness  and  bravery  during  the 
brief  period  he  was  permitted  to  command.  Our  position  at  this  time 
was  very  much  exposed,  and  it  was  here  that  the  regiment  suffered 
most.  Major  Terry  was  struck  in  the  head  and  mortally  wounded  by 
a  fragment  of  shell;  Lieut.  Charles  R.  Harman  was  almost  instantly 
killed,  and  Lieut.  Benjamin  J.  Horton  had  his  leg  fractured  so  severely 
that  amputation  was  necessary.  Capt.  Enoch  Weller  now  assumed 
command,  assisted  by  me,  when,  our  ammunition  being  exhausted,  the 
regiment  was  relieved,  and  retired  to  the  rear  to  replenish  our  cartridge- 
boxes,  and  again  moved  forward  under  cover  of  a  cluster  of  timber, 
where  we  remained  until  dark,  under  a  terrible  and  dangerous  fire  of 
the  enemy's  artillery,  directed  at  some  batteries  upon  our  right  and  left, 
which  wounded  several  of  our  men. 

Night  closed  the  terrible  carnage,  and  we  retired  to  the  rear  to  pre- 
pare some  refreshments  and  receive  some  rest,  which  was  so  much 
needed  after  the  fatigues  of  the  day.  After  resting  January  1,  on  the 
morning  of  January  2  our  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  moved  across  the 
river  to  support  the  division  of  General  Van  Cleve,  which  was  alone  on 
that  side  of  the  river.  We  prepared  a  small  protection  by  removing 
the  rails  from  an  adjoining  fence  and  constructing  a  slight  breastwork, 
where  we  remained  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  made  a  desper- 
ate charge  upon  the  division  of  General  Van  Cleve,  and  being  in  such 
force  they  were  compelled  to  give  way,  our  position  being  in  the  rear 
and  on  the  left  of  Yan  Cleve,  immediately  behind  the  Twenty-third 
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Kentucky  Regiment,  which  formed  the  advance  of  our  brigade,  the 
Thirty  sixth  Indiana,  Sixth  Ohio,  and  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  being 
immediately  in  our  rear.  The  forces  of  Van  Oleve  were  retreating  in 
confusion,  running  directly  over  our  artificial  covering,  drawing  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  directly  toward  us. 

Captain  Weller,  commanding  the  regiment,  displayed  great  coolness 
and  bravery,  ordering  us  to  hold  our  position.  The  enemy  were  now 
rushing  wildly  and  madly  on,  and  were  near  flanking  our  position,  when 
Captain  Weller  was  instantly  killed.  The  regiment  now  retired  in  con- 
fusion under  cover  of  some  buildings  and  timber,  when  the  Thirty-sixth 
Indiana,  Sixth  Ohio,  and  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  Regiments  poured  in 
such  deadly  volleys  of  musketry,  causing  a  check  in  the  enemy's  ad- 
vaijcje,  when  the  regiment  rallied  and  again  went  gallantly  into  the 
fight  with  her  colors  in  the  front.  The  command  now  devolving  upon 
me,  the  regiment  was  brought  back  and  bivouacked  with  the  brigade 
upon  the  spot  that  but  a  few  moments  before  had  been  the  scene  of 
havoc  and  death. 

At  3  a.  m.  the  3d  instant  I  moved  the  regiment  to  the  front  on  picket 
duty,  and  remained  until  12  m.,  when  we  were  relieved  and  retired  across 
the  river,  which  was  waist-deep  to  the  men. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the  heroic  and  gallant 
officers  who  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  late  bloody  encounters ;  they 
were  true  and  brave  men.     What  more  can  be  saidf 

Great  praise  is  due  personally  to  Capt.  George  M.  Bacon,  Lieutenants 
Drvden,  Horton,  Diehl,  Draeger,  Wadsworth,  Beck,  and  Adjutant  Gra- 
ham, for  gallant  and  efficient  services  rendered  during  the  entire  en- 
gagement, displaying  that  coolness  and  bravery  so  necessary  in  such 
emergencies. 

The  non  commissioned  officers  of  the  regiment  performed  well  their 
part  of  the  drama,  several  of  the  companies  being  commanded  by  first 
sergeants,  who  bravely  and  ably  performed  the  tasks  assigned  them. 
Our  killed  and  wounded  were  promptly  cared  for  by  the  corps  of  musi- 
cians under  directions  of  Dr.  Orr,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  Regiment, 
who  manifested  great  zeal  and  energy  in  having  them  comfortably  pro- 
vided for  and  dressing  their  wounds. 

I  cannot  omit  to  notice  that  the  gallant  behavior  of  the  regiment  is 
attributable  to  the  brave  example  of  our  gallant  brigade  commander, 
whose  brave  and  heroic  daring  on  the  field  of  Shiloh  was  still  fresh  in 
their  memories.  Also  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  whose  simplicity  of 
manners  and  kind  words  of  encouragement  to  the  men,  coupled  with  the 
cool  and  daring  courage  upon  the  field,  cannot  fail  to  inspire  the  men 
with  confidence  in  their  commanders. 

The  command  devolving  upon  me  when  the  last  engagement  was 
nearly  closed,  I  am  unable  to  make  a  minute  report  in  detail  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  regiment  in  the  recent  desperate  and  bloody  engagements 
of  December  31  and  January  2. 

Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  as  follows:  Commis- 
sioned officers  killed,  4  -,  wounded,  4.  Enlisted  men  killed,  10 ;  mor- 
tally wounded,  6 ;  severely  wounded,  62 ;  missing,  12.  Total  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  98.  Besides  the  foregoing,  there  are  20  slightly 
wounded,  but  not  disabled  for  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  M.  COCKERILL, 
Captain^  Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Regiment. 

Capt.  R.  SOUTHGATE, 

Acting  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.,  Tenth  Brig.^  Fourth  Div. 
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Report  of  Brig,  Gen.  Horatio  P.  Van  Cleve,  U.  JS.  Army^  commanding  Third 

Division. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  division  on  December  31,  LS62 : 

At  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day  I  received  an  order  to  cross 
Stone's  Eiver,  on  which  my  left  rested,  and  march  toward  Murfrees 
borough.  The  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Beatty,  Third  Brigade,  Colonel 
Price,  and  the  batteries.  Captain  Swallow  commanding,  were  promptly 
moved  over  and  formed  in  line.  The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Fyffe, 
being  retained  on  the  south  side  by  a  subsequent  order,  my  lines  being 
formed  and  about  to  advance,  by  your  order  I  recrossed  the  river,  leav- 
ing the  Third  Brigade  to  guard  the  ford.  With  the  First  Brigade  I 
marched  rapidly  to  the  support  of  General  Eousseau,  whose  division 
was  hard  pressed  by  the  enemy.  We  formed  in  a  wood  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Murfreesborough  and  lN"ashville  turnpike. 

Our  lines  were  no  sooner  formed  than  the  enemy  was  seen  advancing, 
driving  before  him  our  scattered  troops.  Our  ranks  were  opened  to 
suffer  these  to  pass,  when  they  closed  and  opened  on  the  enemy  a  with- 
ering fire,  which  soon  brought  him  to  a  halt.  A  murderous  fire  was 
kept  up  on  both  sides  about  twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  began  tc 
recoil.  Uur  second  line  now  relieving  the  first  with  hearty  cheers,  the 
rebels  broke  and  retreated.  The  Second  Brigade,  coming  up  at  thi^: 
moment,  formed  on  the  right  and  joined  in  the  pursuit.  We  pressed 
the  enemy  through  this  wood,  then  across  an  open  field  to  another  wood, 
where  they  appeared  to  have  met  with  re-enforcements  and  reformed. 

The  Seventh  Indiana  Battery,  Captain  Swallow,  joined  us  in  the  open 
field  and  rendered  efficient  aid. 

Here  I  received  information  from  General  Rosecrans  that  General 
Eousseau  was  driving  the  enemy,  accompanied  with  an  order  for  me  to 
press  them  hard.  At  the  same  time  I  was  notified  by  a  messenger  from 
Colonel  Harker,  whose  brigade  was  to  my  right  and  rear,  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  on  my  right,  in  a  wood,  and  were  planting  a  bat- 
tery there.  [  immediately  sent  a  message  to  Colonel  Harker  to  press 
the  enemy  hard,  as  I  had  no  reserve  to  protect  my  right ;  to  Captain 
Swallow,  who  was  doing  good  service  with  his  battery,  not  to  suffer  it  to 
be  captured ;  to  Colonel  Beatty  to  send  two  regiments,  if  they  could  pos- 
sibly be  spared,  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Fyffe,  and  a  fourth  to  Gen- 
eral Crittenden,  to  inform  him  of  my  critical  situation.  The  enemy 
now  poured  a  galling  fire  of  musketry,  accomi^anied  with  grape  and 
shell,  on  our  right.  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade,  supported  by  Captain 
Swallow's  battery,  gallantly  returned  the  fire,  but,  being  overpowered 
by  numbers  on  front  and  flank,  were  soon  compelled  to  retire,  followed 
but  a  short  distance  by  the  enemy. 

Captain  Swallow,  to  whom  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded,  brought 
off  his  battery  safely.  Colonel  Beatty,  who  had  been  pressing  the  enemy 
on  the  left,  as  soon  as  he  learned  the  conditions  of  affairs,  retired  in  good 
order.  With  two  of  his  regiments  he  was  ordered  by  General  Eose- 
crans  to  protect  a  battery  on  the  Murfreesborough  road.  The  remain 
iug  two  regiments  of  his  brigade  and  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade  were  re- 
formed and  took  a  position  on  the  left  of  General  McCook's  corps,  and 
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to  the  right  of  the  Pioneers ;  which  position  we  occupied  without  further 
adventure  till  after  dark. 

[  cannot  close  this  report  without  inviting  your  attention  to  the  gal- 
lantry displayed  by  those  under  my  command  during  this  engagement. 
To  both  officers  and  men  too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded.  I  would 
particularly  notice  the  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  skill  of  my  brigade 
commanders,  Colonels  Beatty  and  Fyfte,  and  of  Captain  Swallow,  chief 
of  artillery.  To  the  members  of  my  staff,  Capts.  E.  A.  Otis,  assistant 
adjutant-general;  C.  H.  Wood,  inspector- general j  William  Starling, 
topographical  engineer;  Lieuts.  T.  F.  Murdock  and  H.  N.  Williams, 
aides-de-camp,  I  owe  much  for  the  promptness,  faithfulness,  and  gal- 
lantry with  which  they  executed  my  orders  and  conveys  d  intelligence 
on  the  field.  Sergt.  E.  B.  Rhodes,  of  the  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  in  com- 
mand of  my  escort,  conducted  himself  like  a  true  soldiei-,  and  deserves 
honorable  mention. 

Individual  acts  of  bravery  in  the  different  brigades  will  be  brought  to 
your  notice  iii  the  reports  of  their  respective  commanders. 

A  slight  wound,  received  early  this  day,  becoming  exceedingly  pain- 
ful, on  the  following  morning  I  was  compelled  to  turn  over  the  command 
of  the  division  to  Colonel  Beatty  and  retire  from  the  field. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  P.  VAN  CLEVE, 


Maj.  Lyne  Starlino, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Left  Wing, 


Brigadier-  General. 
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Reports  of  Col,  Samuel  Beatty^  Nineteenth  Oliio  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Division, 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Left  Wing, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshoroughj  January  — ,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  division  for  the  time  embraced  between  January  1  and  3, 
inclusive : 

I  was  called  to  the  command  of  the  division  on  the  morning  of  Janu- 
ary 1,  by  General  Van  Cleve's  disability,  from  the  wound  received  in  the 
battle  of  the  preceding  day.  At  3  a.  m.  on  that  day  I  received  orders 
to  cross  Stone's  River  with  my  command  at  the  upper  ford,  and  hold 
the  hill  overlooking  the  river,  near  the  ford.  Accordingly,  at  daybreak, 
the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Price  commanding,  crossed  the  river  at  the 
place  indicated,  throwing  out  skirmishers  and  flankers.  Colonel  Price 
was  quickly  followed  by  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade  (Second),  the  forces 
being  formed  in  two  lines,  the  right  resting  on  the  high  ground  near 
the  river  and  east  of  the  ford,  and  the  left  thrown  forward  so  that  the 
direction  of  the  line  should  be  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  river. 

In  the  mean  time  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Grider  commanding,  had 
been  disposed  as  follows :  Two  regiments  were  formed  in  the  hollow, 
near  the  hospital,  as  a  reserve,  the  other  two  remaining  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  to  support  a  battery. 

The  enemy's  skirmishers  were  now  discovered  in  a  wood,  distant  half 
a  mile  or  so  from  our  first  line,  and  occasional  firing  took  place  on  both 
sides.  Information  of  all  these  movements  was  sent  to  General  Crit- 
tenden, who  sent  me  word  that  if  I  needed  artillery  to  order  up  a  bat- 
t5ery.    The  Third  Wisconsin  Battery,  Lieutenant  Livingston  command- 
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iug,  was  accordingly,  at  about  10  a.  m.,  ordered  to  cross  the  river  and 
lemain  in  the  hollow  near  the  ford. 

Small  parties  of  the  enemy^s  cavalry  and  infantry  were  occasionally 
seen,  and  at  length  a  strong  line  was  distinctly  visible  through  the 
openings  in  the  wood.  Lieutenant  Livingston  was  now  ordered  to  bring 
up  his  battery.  It  was  accordingly  placed  in  position  on  the  rising 
ground  in  front  of  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade.  Several  shells  were  thrown 
at  the  enemy's  line,  which  caused  its  disappearance.  It  was  supposed 
they  had  laid  down.  One  section,  Lieutenant  Hubbard  commanding, 
was  now  moved  to  the  hill  on  the  right,  whence  also  one  or  two  shells 
were  thrown  at  detached  parties.  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade  was  moved 
to  the  left  of  the  battery,  where  it  was  covered  by  a  skirt  of  woods. 
Our  whole  force  had  been  constantly  concealed  by  making  the  men  lie 
down. 

Abo  at  1  o'clock  the  remaining  two  regiments  of  Colonel  Grider's  bri- 
gade (the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Mnth  Kentucky)  were  ordered  to  cross 
the  river,  which  they  did,  forming  near  the  hospital,  on  the  left  of  the 
other  two  regiments  of  the  same  brigade,  to  protect  our  left  flank.  The 
enemy's  forces  were  occasionally  seen  moving  to  our  left,  and  Generals 
Crittenden  and  Paluier  were  advised  of  that  fact.  Colonel  Grose  was, 
consequently,  ordered  to  support  me,  his  brigade  formed  so  as  to  pro- 
tect our  left,  relieving  the  Mneteenth  Ohio  and  Mnth  Kentucky.  These 
two  regiments  then  formed  in  rear  of  the  right  of  the  second  line  as  a 
reserve,  being  posted  in  the  hollow  near  the  ford.  No  other  disturbance 
occurred  during  the  day,  except  the  occasional  firing  of  the  skirmishers, 
so  Colonel  Grose's  brigade  and  Livingston's  battery  recrossed  the  river. 

About  midnight  we  were  alarmed  by  sharp  firing  from  the  skirmishers. 
They  reported  that  it  was  caused  by  the  enemy's  skirmishers  advancing 
and  firing  upon  us.  One  of  our  men  was  killed  and  one  wounded.  Noth- 
ing else  occurred  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  January  2,  Livingston's  battery  came  across 
the  river  again  and  was  posted  as  before.  There  was  light  skirmishing 
during  the  earlier  part  of  the  day.  The  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  Regi- 
ment, Colonel  Knefler,  was  ordered  to  take  place  in  the  first  line,  to 
close  the  gap  between  Colonel  Fyffe's  brigade  and  the  others. 

Nothing  of  note  occurred  until  about  11  o'clock,  when  the  firing  of 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  became  very  constant  and  heavy,  as  they  slowly 
crept  up  toward  us.  The  skirmishers  now  reported  a  battery  being 
planted  in  our  front,  and  shortly  afterward  that  fifteen  regiments  of 
infantry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery  were  moving  to  our  left.  Notice  of 
all  these  movements  was  given  to  Generals  Crittenden  and  Palmer,  and 
Colonel  Grose's  brigade  again  came  over  to  our  support. 

About  noon  the  enemy's  battery  opened  with  occasional  shell,  directed 
at  Lieutenant  Hubbard's  section  of  artillery,  on  the  hill.  The  enemy's 
artillery  was  now  seen  moving  to  our  left,  and  soon  another  battery 
opened  fire  upon  Lieutenant  Hubbard's  section.  As  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers were  so  near  that  their  fire  was  annoying  and  dangerous  to  the 
artillery,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Livingston  to  retire  and  take  a  position 
on  the  hill  near  the  hospital.  A  few  shells  were  still  thrown  by  the 
enemy's  battery  on  our  left,  and  occasional  ones  from  an  apparently 
heavy  battery  across  the  river. 

As  the  enemy's  skirmishers  pressed  ours  very  closely,  our  line  was 
strengthened  by  throwing  out  two  more  companies.  The  firing  was 
very  sharp,  and  many  of  our  men,  as  well  as  theirs,  were  wounded. 

At  about  2.30  o'clock  it  was  reported  that  four  more  of  the  enemy's 
guns  were  moving  toward  our  left.  Word  was  sent  in  this  case,  as  of 
all  other  movements,  to  General  Crittenden. 
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At  about  3  p.  m.  our  skirmishers  reported  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
were  throwing  down  the  fence  in  front  of  our  line.  Orders  were  sent  to 
Colojiel  Price  to  let  his  first  line  fall  back  behind  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
but  before  he  could  receive  them  the  enemy  were  advancing  across  the 
field  to  the  charge.  They  were  formed  in  column,  with  a  front  of  appar- 
ently two  regiments.  The  first  column  was  three  regiments,  or  six  ranks 
deep.  This  was  succeeded  by  a  second  of  the  same  depth,  and  a  third 
of  apparently  greater.  At  the  same  moment  their  artillery  opened  from 
three  or  four  different  points,  throwing  shot,  shell,  and  canister  directly 
into  us. 

As  the  enemy's  column  approached  to  within  100  yards  or  so,  the  first 
line  rose  up  and  delivered  a  heavy  fire  upon  their  column,  which  checked 
it  for  a  moment.  They  soon  pressed  on,  however.  The  regiments  of 
the  first  line  (the  Fifty-first  Ohio,  Eighth  Kentucky,  and  Thirty-fifth  and 
Seventy-ninth  Indiana)  fought  gallantly  until  the  enemy  were  within 
a  few  yards  of  them,  when,  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  were  com- 
pelled to  retire.  This  movement  confused  and  disorganized  the  second 
line,  which  also  was  ordered  to  fall  back.  The  reserve,  consisting  of  the 
Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  and  Eleventh  Kentucky,  was  now  ordered 
up.  They  advanced  most  gallantly  toward  the  crest  of  the  hill  and 
poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy,  whose  first  column  was  by 
this  time  almost  annihilated.  Their  supporting  column  soon  came  up, 
however,  and  at  the  same  time  a  force  advanced  along  the  river  bank 
upon  our  right  flank.  Our  men  fought  with  the  most  desperate  courage, 
as  will  appear  from  their  severe  loss,  until  forced  back  by  the  actual 
pressure  of  the  enemy.  Even  then  they  broke  from  the  right,  file  by 
file,  stubbornly  contesting  the  ground.  At  last,  however,  the  right  being 
forced  back,  the  left  was  ordered  to  retire,  which  it  slowly  did,  until  the 
bank  of  the  river  was  reached. 

Attempts  were  made  to  rally  the  men  at  several  points,  but  it  was 
impossible,  from  the  heavy  fire  and  the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy. 
Most  of  them  were  therefore  forced  across  the  river,  where  many  of 
them  rallied  and  returned  with  the  first  supporting  troops ;  and  1  am 
proud  to  say  that  the  colors  of  the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  Ninth  Kentucky, 
and  Fifty-first  Ohio  were  the  first  to  recross  the  stream  after  the  enemy's 
check.  The  tremendous  fire  of  our  artillery  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,  with  Livingston's  battery  on  I  he  other,  with  the  determined  resist- 
ance they  had  met,  had  stopped  the  enemy  at  the  river ;  and  now,  as 
our  troops  pressed  forward,  they  fled  in  confusion,  leaving  four  of  their 
guns. 

Several  brave  officers  had  rallied  a  great  number  of  our  men,  and 
were  the  foremost  in  the  advance.  Night  now  came  on  and  closed  the 
pursuit.  The  regiments  were  rapidly  reorganized,  and  in  a  few  hours 
were  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  and  turned  out  promptly  and  cheerfully  at 
an  alarm. 

The  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Fyffe's,  was  not  attacked,  the  front  of 
the  enemy's  column  not  extending  to  themj  seeing  the  right  driven 
back,  they  also  retired  in  good  order. 

Lieutenant  Livingston's  battery  fired  constantly  and  well  from  the 
first  appearance  of  the  enemy  until  the  very  last  moment  he  could  remain 
safely.     He  then  crossed  the  river  without  losing  a  piece. 

I  cannot  too  much  commend  the  gallant  manner  in  which  my  men 
fought,  and  the  promptness  with  which,  when  forced  to  give  way,  they 
rallied  and  reorganized.  Numerous  instances  of  individual  courage  and 
devotion  appear  in  the  regimental  and  brigade  reports. 

To  the  commanders  of  the  different  brigades  (Colonels  Grider,  Price, 
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and  Fyffe)  my  thanks  are  due  for  the  gallantry  and  coolness  of  their 
behavior  under  very  trying  circumstances.  Lieutenant  Livingston,  of 
the  Third  Wisconsin  Battery,  did  efficient  service  and  performed  his 
duty  ably  and  handsomely.  Lieutenant  Smock,  Third  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry, who  commanded  a  detachment  of  couriers,  remained  constantly 
near  me,  and  was  of  great  use. 

To  the  following  officers  (members  of  my  staff)  I  tender  my  thanks 
for  their  assistance,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  rendered:  Capts.  E 
A.  Otis,  assistant  adjutant-general;  C.  H.  Wood,  acting  assistant  in- 
spector-general, and  William  Starling,  topographical  engineer;  Lieuts. 
T.  F.  Murdock  and  H.  N.  Williams,  aides  de-camp. 

For  particulars  of  the  action  of  the  different  brigades  and  detached 
regiments,  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  their  respective  reports, 
herewith  transmitted. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BBATTY, 
Colonelj  Comdg.  Third  Biv.y  Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 

Maj.  Lyne  Starling,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Left  Wing, 

January  16,  1863. 

In  my  official  report  of  the  part  the  Third  Divisiou  took  in  the  engage- 
ment before  Murfreesborough,  I  omitted  to  mention  the  valuable  serv- 
ices rendered  by  the  acting  medical  director  of  the  division,  Maj.  M.  O. 
Woodworth,  surgeon  of  the  Fifty-first  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  now  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  give  credit  and  due  praise  to  him  as  an 
able  and  efficient  officer,  and  thank  him  for  his  valuable  services  ren- 
dered to  the  wounded  of  this  division  by  his  able  and  energetic  efforts 
in  their  behalf. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BEATTY, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Third  Biv.,  Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 
Maj.  Lyne  Starling,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Bep&rt  of  the  number  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  from  the  Third  Division,  Left  Wingj  in 
the  engagement  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 


GoauBSttd. 


Brig.  G«n  H.  P.  Van  Cler© 

First  Brigade  

Second  Brigade 

Third  Brigade 

Artillery  Corps 


Total* 


Killed. 


17 


a 

I 


69 

76 

76 

6 


216 


I 


66 

80 

61 

6 


238 


Wounded. 


1 

16 
14 
21 


52 


H 


303 

225 

307 

19 


854 


5 

o 
H 


1 
310 
239 

328 
19 


906 


Missing. 


ft 
B 


N 


81 
160 
146 


387 


"a 


81 
162 
148 


391 


i 
I 


1 

466 

481 

557 

26 


1,530 


Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  BEATTY, 
Colonely  Comdg.  Third  Biv.,  Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 


*But  oee  revised  statement,  pp.  213,  214. 
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No.    145. 

Report  of  Capt.  George  R.  Swallow,  Seventh  Indiana  Battery. 

Camp  of  the  Seventh  Indiana  Batt.,  Third  Div., 

January  5,  1863. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Buckmar  to 
move  the  battery  in  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division. 
This  brigade  was  not  moved  across  the  river  at  the  time  the  First  and 
Third  crossed  and  recrossed,  but  was  ordered  up  the  pike  in  the  vicinity 
of  our  hospital,  where  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  trying  to  capture  pris- 
oners from  our  broken  aud  retreating  columns.  The  battery  opeued 
upon  them  with  shell,  our  cavalry  at  the  same  time  charging  upon  them, 
which  caused  them  to  retreat  in  disorder.  The  brigade  then  advanced 
to  the  right  and  front,  through  a  cedar  thicket  into  an  open  field,  the 
battery  following  immediately  in  rear.  While  in  the  field,  and  nearly 
across  it,  our  advance  commenced  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  battery  into  position,  and  the  firing  to  commence 
with  shell  to  our  right  and  front,  where  the  enemy's  infantry  were  rap- 
idly advancing  upon  us.  They  soon  entered  the  field,  when  I  ordered 
the  battery  to  open  upon  them  with  canister,  at  the  same  time  ordering 
the  caissons  to  the  rear. 

I  soon  saw  part  of  the  brigade  falling  back  in  disorder  and  the  enemy 
advancing  across  the  field  toward  the  battery,  with  a  yelL  I  then  or- 
dered the  battery  to  limber  to  the  rear  and  retire  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
which  was  done  in  not  the  best  order.  We  reached  the  pike  and  took 
position  near  the  old  block -house,  with  a  loss  of  1  lieutenant,  F.  W. 
Buckmar,  seriously  wounded,  1  man  killed,  and  2  wounded.  During 
the  day  the  battery  occupied  several  different  positions,  engaging  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  infantry,  but  with  what  effect  is  not  known.  At 
night  went  into  park  a  short  distance  from  the  old  block-house,  having 
had  1  lieutenant  and  4  men  wounded,  and  3  killed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant,  by  Captain  Mendenhall's  order, 
I  took  position  near  the  ford,  supported  by  General  Cruft's  brigade. 
Nothing  worthy  of  note  transpired  during  the  day,  and  the  morning  of 
the  2d  instant  found  us  occupying  the  same  position.  During  the  day 
General  Negley's  command  took  position  in  my  rear  and  near  the  ford. 
Six  guns  of  the  artillery  under  his  command  took  position  on  my  left, 
and  Captain  MendenhalPs  battery  of  eight  guns,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Parsons,  came  into  position  on  my  right  and  front. 

About  4  p.  m.  I  received  word  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in 
force  to  attack  the  left  of  our  wing.  Their  lines  of  infantry  soon  came 
in  full  view,  and  the  batteries  on  my  right  and  left,  together  with  my 
own,  opened  a  rapid  and  vigorous  fire  upon  their  advancing  columns. 
They  soon  opened  a  galling  artillery  fire  upon  us  from  three  different 
points.  The  battery  on  my  left  retired  a  short  distance,  and  the  one  on 
my  right  commenced  to  fire,  retiring.  Seeing  this,  I  ordered  the  battery 
to  fix  prolonge,  to  fire  retiring.  About  this  time  the  vent  of  my  left 
piece  became  filled  with  friction  primers,  and  was  ordered  to  the  rear  for 
repair  without  my  knowledge.  The  drivers  of  the  other  pieces,  seeing 
this  piece  moving  to  the  rear,  supposed  the  order  had  been  given  to 
retire,  and  drove  some  40  yards  to  the  rear  before  they  could  be  halted. 
The  order  was  then  given  to  advance,  and  one  piece  was  moved  by  hand 
to  its  first  position  j  the  rest  were  limbered  and  moved  to  the  position 
first  occupied,  except  the  gun  that  had  been  ordered  to  the  rear,  where 
all  the  ammunition  was  expended  except  a  few  rounds  of  canister.  In 
this  engagement  we  had  1  man  killed  and  2  wounded. 
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January  3  found  the  battery  in  the  same  position.  General  Negley 
ordered  the  battery  to  open  fire  upon  a  line  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
which  did  no  good,  and  wounded  1  of  my  own  men  by  the  premature 
discharge  of  one  of  the  guns. 

During  the  whole  engagement  I  expended  406 rounds  of  ammunition; 
had  1  lieutenant  and  7  men  wounded  j  4  men  killed ;  4  horses  wounded, 
1  killed,  and  4  missing. 

I  should  have  done  more  tiring,  but  General  Eosecrans  told  me  he 
wanted  some  ammunition  reserved  for  an  emergency. 
Respectfully, 

G.  R.  SWALLOW, 
Captain  Seventh  Indiana  Battery. 


1^0.  146. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Alanson  J.    Stevens^   Battery  B,   Pennsylvania  Light 

Artillery. 

Headquarters  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  ; 

January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
in  the  recent  action  hj  the  Pennsylvania  battery  : 

On  the  morning  of  December  31  we  were  ordered  to  cross  the  river 
with  the  Firsfc  Brigade,  to  take  position,  which  we  had  barely  time  to  do 
w^hen  we  were  ordered  back  again.  We  then  followed  the  First  Brigade 
toward  the  right  wing,  where  the  battle  was  raging  fiercely.  We  found 
everything  there  in  confusion,  and  it  impossible  to  follow  our  brigade, 
and  the  battery  nearly  in  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  You  then  gave  me  the 
permission  to  fight  on  my  own  hook,  and  do  the  best  in  my  power.  I 
then  countermarched  the  battery  and  tuok  position  on  the  rising  ground 
on  the  left  of  the  old  block-house,  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing  through  the  woods  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  and  in  our  front.  We  fired  as  rapidly  as  possible 
with  spherical  case  from  our  smooth-bores  and  Schenkl  shells  from  our 
rifles,  when,  finding  the  enemy  checked  ^nd  our  infantry  advancing, 
we  limbered  to  the  front,  advanced  a  short  distance  across  the  pike, 
where  we  came  in  position  and  fired  a  few  rounds,  when  the  Board  of 
Trade  Battery  advanced  and  took  position  on  our  left,  covering  all  the 
intermediate  ground  in  our  front. 

We  changed  position  by  moving  by  the  left  flank,  and  occupied  the 
rising  ground  in  the  corn-fleld  to  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  covering  the 
woods,  out  of  which  General  Rousseau's  and  Negley's  troops  were  retir- 
ing. We  reserved  our  fire  until  our  own  troops  were  clear  of  the  woods, 
and  the  enemy's  lines,  with  banners  flying,  came  in  sight  on  the  verge 
of  the  timber,  within  500  yards  of  our  battery.  We  opened  upon  thera 
with  spherical  case,  shell,  and  canister,  and  fired  briskly  for  about  fif- 
teen minutes,  when,  seeing  no  more  of  the  enemy,  we  ceased  firing  j 
some  of  the  enemy's  advance  fell  within  15  or  20  yards  of  our  guns.  By 
General  Rousseau's  advice,  we  then  fell  back  on  the  rising  ground  be- 
tween that  and  the  railroad,  firing  a  few  shots  at  the  enemy. 

By  (laptain  Mendenhall's  order,  we  again  advanced  to  our  former  posi- 
tion in  the  corn-field  on  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  met  with  a  warm 
reception  from  the  enemy's  musketry  from  the  woods  in  our  front,  and, 
the  right  flank  being  at  the  same  time  under  cross  fire  from  one  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  on  our  left,  we  opened  fixe  on  the  woods  in  our  front 
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and  right,  soon  silencing  the  enemy's  fire,  when,  finding  that  we  had  no 
support  on  either  flanks  or  rear,  we  again  withdrew  to  the  rising  ground 
between  the  pike  and  railroad.  We  then  were  ordered  by  Captain  Men- 
denhall  to  take  position  across  the  pike,  near  the  old  log-house  in  our 
extreme  front,  having  to  guard  against  the  enemy's  advance  up  the  pike 
and  from  the  woods  on  our  right,  from  which  a  continued  fire  of  mus- 
ketry annoyed  us.  At  the  same  time  a  battery  opened  upon  us  from 
the  brick  house  near  the  pike,  injuring  one  of  our  trails  and  limber,  to 
which  we  replied  until  our  long-range  ammunition,  the  supply  of  which 
was  small,  was  exhausted,  when  I  had  the  smooth-bores  withdrawn  and 
took  a  position  to  rake  the  ])ike  with  canister,  in  case  the  enemy  ad- 
vanced, and  kept  the  two  rifles  in  the  advance  until  night,  when  the 
whole  battery  was  withdrawn  about  500  yards  to  the  rear,  and  supplied 
with  ammunition. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  by  your  order,  we  took  position  on  the 
left  of  the  railroad,  and  at  a  right  angle  with  it,  the  Sixth  Ohio  Battery 
on  our  left.  We  did  no  firing  that  day,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
shots  in  the  morning  thrown  at  the  woods  in  our  front,  and  kept  in 
position  ready  for  action  in  that  vicinity  nearly  the  whole  day  ;  at  night 
went  into  park  in  rear  of  the  log  house  near  the  railroad. 

At  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  January  2,  we  were  saluted  with  a  showei 
of  solid  balls  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  falling  in  too  close  a  vicinity  t® 
be  agreeable.  We  mounted  quickly  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  the 
railroad,  on  a  small  rise  commanding  the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  our 
front.  Captain  Mendenhall  then  ordered  us  to  the  front,  to  take  a  posi- 
tion commanding  the  open  field  to  the  left  of  the  railroad.  During  the 
forenoon  we  were  several  times  saluted  with  shots  from  the  battery  of 
the  enemy  iflanted  in  the  woods  beyond  the  opening  in  our  front,  to 
which  we  remained  silent  until  near  noon,  when  skirmishers  of  the  Fifty- 
first  Indiana,  which  supported  us  on  the  right,  advanced  across  the 
opening  and  drove  the  enemy's  pickets,  when  the  enemy  opened  upon 
them  with  canister,  at  the  same  time  upc^n  us  with  solid  shot.  Our  skir- 
mishers falling  back,  we  opened  with  solid  shot,  when  the  battery  became 
silent,  and  remained  so  until  3  p.  m.,  when  it  again  opened,  and,  shortly 
after,  heavy  musketry  was  heard  upon  our  left ;  we  opened  at  the  bat- 
tery in  our  front,  when  it  became  silent. 

When  we  saw  the  enemy  advancing  upon  our  left  wing  across  the 
river,  and  our  men  falling  back,  we  changed  front,  firing  to  the  left,  and 
opened  a  cross-fire  on  them,  and  continued  it  until  our  forces  in  their 
front  compelled  them  to  fall  back  beyond  our  range.  We  remained  in 
position  until  9  p.  m.,  when  we  a;scertained  that  our  supports  on  our 
flanks  had  been  withdrawn  without  we  being  notified  of  the  fact ;  and 
no  pickets  in  front  between  us  and  the  enemy's  lines,  I  withdrew  the 
battery  to  the  rear  of  the  infantry  and  parked. 

On  the  morning  of  January  3  we  returned  to  our  position  of  the  pre- 
vious day,  support  having  returned,  where  we  remained  until  3  p.  m., 
when  we  were  ordered  across  and  took  the  place  occupied  by  the  Third 
Wisconsin  Battery,  where  we  remained  until  near  midnight,  when  we 
were  ordered  to  recross  the  river,  which  we  did,  and  parked  on  the 
ground  \\e  now  occupy.  We  expended  about  1,650  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, lost  7  horses,  2  men  killed  and  7  wounded,  a  few  small-arms,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  J.  STEVENS, 
First  Lieutenant^  Commanding  Battery. 

Capt.  G.  B,.  Swallow, 

Chief  of  Artillc^'l/,  3d  Div.,  Lefi  Wing^  14th  Army  Corps, 
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No.  147. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Cortland  Livingston^  Third  Wisconsin  Battery. 

Oamp  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Battjsry. 

Near  Murfreeshorough^  Tenn,,  January  5,  1863. 

Sib  :  1  would  report  as  follows  the  part  taken  in  the  actions  of  Decern 
ber  31  and  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  of  January,  1863,  by  the  Third  Wisconsin 
Battery : 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  December  31  we  moved  fiom  camp 
with  our  division,  and  crossed  the  ford  at  Stone's  River  to  the  east  and 
Murfreesborough  side.  We  took  a  commanding  position  in  battery.  In 
a  short  time  we  were  ordered  to  recross  to  the  west  side  and  take  up 
a  position  commanding  the  ford  (all  the  troops  that  had  crossed  were 
ordered  to  recross).  The  Third  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Price,  supported 
our  flanks.  Very  early  in  the  action  the  enemy  gained  on  our  right 
wing,  and  many  wagons  and  ambulances  moved  across  this  ford.  A  hos- 
pital was  established  in  some  buildings  there.  I  inquired  of  an  officer, 
and  was  informed  that  we  had  infantry  pickets  and  a  small  force  of 
cavalry  on  the  other  side. 

About  12  m.  I  saw  a  great  stampede  among  the  ambulances,  wagons, 
and  stragglers  opposite,  and  was  told  some  rebel  cavalry  were  charging  on 
them.  I  was  fearful  of  making  a  mistake  and  firing  on  our  own  cavalry. 
We  could  not  see  the  enemy  until  he  got  among  the  wagons  and  was 
taking  them  off.  We  then  opened  upon  them  and  disabled  2  wagons, 
which  blocked  the  lane  and  obliged  them  to  leave  without  their  booty. 
I  think  they  got  off  with  only  5  wagons.  They  left  1  man  killed,  and 
carried  off'  their  wounded.  We  shelled  the  woods  in  the  direction  they 
had  taken.  We  expended  50  rounds  of  ammunition  that  day.  The 
only  casualty  was  1  man,  Henry  S.  Netley,  wounded  in  the  thigh, 
slightly. 

January  1,  Thursday,  the  battery  was  advanced  across  the  river  with 
the  Third  Division,  under  command  of  Colonel  Beatty,  with  orders  to 
protect  the  left  from  any  flank  movement,  but  not  to  bring  on  a  general 
engagement.  After  moving  forward  about  half  a  mile  we  discovered 
two  regiments  of  infantry  on  a  hill-side.  We  threw  a  few  shells  among 
them,  and  they  withdrew  to  the  woods  on  their  left.  We  fired  very 
little  that  day,  only  when  we  saw  evidences  of  their  massing  troops. 
We  had  1  man  (A.  J.  Uleric)  slightly  wounded  by  the  sharpshooters. 

January  2.  This  morning  we  discovered  the  enemy  had  erected  a  forti- 
fication on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  1 J  miles  to  our  front.  Soon  they  opened 
on  us  with  their  24-pounder  brass  pieces.  We  did  not  reply,  and  they 
did  us  no  injury.  Soon  they  moved  these  guns  nearer  to  us,  and  more 
to  their  right.  This  gave  them  a  flank  fire,  and  we  found  it  very  danger- 
ous to  remain  there.  We  were  ordered  to  withdraw  and  take  up  a  posi- 
tion a  half  mile  to  our  rear  and  left,  near  the  hospital.  About  half  an 
hour  after  we  had  done  so,  we  saw  the  enemy  liad  drawn  up  in  line  and 
were  advancing  in  great  force.  Just  then  General  Rosecians  ordered 
me  to  change  my  position,  so  that  I  was  a  little  late  in  opening  my  fire. 
The  enemy  advanced  steadily,  driving  in  our  pickets.  Our  fire  was  very 
effective,  but  their  ranks  closed  up  immediately. 

Soon  I  saw  our  right  had  given  way  that  rested  on  the  river.  A  heavy 
column  had  advanced  under  cover  of  the  bank  of  the  river  and  its  skirt 
of  woods,  and  had  flanked  the  troops  stationed  there.  I  then  sent  my 
caissons  across  to  the  west  side,  and,  seeing  everything  giving  way,  I  sent 
one  section  at  a  time  across,  still  working  those  that  remained  until  the 
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others  were  over.  When  the  last  section  reached  the  ford,  one  regiment 
of  the  enemy  was  within  100  yards  of  it,  and  poured  a  galling  fire  into 
us.  Many  of  our  horses  were  shot  dead  in  the  river,  but  our  brave  boys 
cleared  them  from  the  teams,  and  everything  was  got  across.  We 
opened  fire  on  them  as  soon  as  we  had  crossed,  though  many  of  our  cais- 
sons had  not  yet  come  up.  We  opened  fire  at  three  different  positions 
after  we  crossed,  and  soon  after  the  enemy  gave  back.  Were  crossed 
to  the  east  side,  to  sustain  General  Davis,  and  took  a  position  in  advance 
of  the  one  taken  the  day  previous,  January  1.  We  expended  this  day 
300  rounds  of  ammunition.  Our  fire  was  very  good,  disabling  two  of 
the  enemy's  limbers  and  killing  their  horses,  but  our  fire  was  directed 
mostly  at  their  advancing  lines.  We  lost  9  horses,  2  sets  lead  harness, 
and  had  2  men,  Sergeants  Holenbeck  and  Daniel  Eobin,  wounded,  not 
seriously. 

January  3.  We  had  remained  in  our  position,  assigned  us  by  General 
Davis,  all  night  and  until  noon  this  day,  before  we  were  relieved.  Our 
horses  had  had  nothing  to  eat  for  forty-eight  hours,  and  our  men  were 
wet  with  wading  the  river,  and  without  shelter  from  the  cold  pelting 
rain  j  but  when  1  told  them  it  was  the  imperative  order  of  General  Davis 
and  of  vital  necessity  that  we  should  hold  out  a  little  longer,  they  cheer- 
Mly  obeyed.  General  Davis  kindly  divided  what  little  he  had  to  eat 
with  our  men,  as  did  also  Colonel  Beatty  the  day  before. 

We  had  no  rations  issued  since  the  30th,  and  our  provision  and  forage 
wagon  had  been  sent  back  by  order  of  some  one.  At  11  a.  m.  we  were 
relieved  by  the  Twenty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Battery,  and  fell  back  a 
little  to  feed.  At  11  p.  m.  we  recrossed  the  river,  by  order  of  Captain 
Mendenhall,  and  took  up  our  old  position  on  the  west  side,  commanding 
the  ford. 

January  4.  Eemained  at  the  ford  until  5  p.  m.,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  this  camp. 

We  have  expended  in  all  358  rounds  of  ammunition,  lost  9  horses,  2 
sets  harness,  and  have  4  men  wounded.    Present  for  duty,  3  commis- 
sioned officers  and  107  men. 
Tours,  &c., 

COETLAND  LIVINGSTON, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Third  Wisconsin  Battery, 

Captain  Swallow, 

Chief  of  Arty.  Brig.,  Sd  Div.,  Left  Wing,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


No.  148. 


Report  of  Col.  Samuel  Beatty^  Nineteenth  Ohio  Infa/ntry,  oomma/nding 

First  Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  1st  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Left  Wing,  14th  A.  C, 
In  Camp,  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  9,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  left  wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  in 
the  action  of  December  31,  1862 : 

At  8  a.  m.,  December  31,  1862,  the  Third  Division  having  crossed 
Stone's  Eiver,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army,  formed  line  of  battle, 
with  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade  resting  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 
The  line  was  scarcely  established  when  an  order  was  received  to  recross 
the  stream  and  march  to  the  right,  across  the  Nashville  and  Chatta- 
nooga Eailroad  track,  and  west  of  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough 
pike. 
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Here  the  brigade,  marching  in  advance  of  the  division,  was  met  by  re 
treating  columns,  bearing  unmistakable  signs  of  disaster,  who  reported 
themselves  belonging  to  the  command  of  Major-General  Rousseau 
They  broke  through  the  lines  of  the  brigade — infantry,  cavalry,  artil 
lery,  ambulances,  baggage  train,  &c. — in  the  greatest  confusion,  fre- 
quently separating  the  regiments  of  the  brigade,  threatening  serious 
trouble.  Line  of  battle  was  finally  formed  upon  a  point  indicated  by 
Major-General  Rosecrans  in  person,  consisting  of  the  Nineteenth  Regi- 
ment Ohio  Volunteers,  Maj.  Charles  F.  Manderson  commanding,  on  the 
right;  the  Ninth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Col.  Benjamin  0. 
Grider  commanding,  on  the  left ;  in  front,  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  Volun 
teers,  supported  by  the  Seventy-ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 
Col.  Frederick  Knefler  commanding,  and  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  sup 
ported  by  the  Eleventh  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  Maj.  E.  L. 
Mottley  commanding.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  the  line 
established  was  maintained.  It  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  retreat- 
ing columns  from  breaking  through  and  almost  destroying  it ;  but  the 
brigade  stood  fast  and  never  wavered.  The  enemy  was  rapidly  approach- 
ing in  three  heavy  columns,  to  reach  and  capture  the  train  of  the  army, 
immediately  in  rear  and  across  the  pike.  Fire  had  to  be  reserved  on 
account  of  our  own  troops,  who  were  in  front  of  the  line.  The  front  at 
last  having  been  cleared  by  our  own  men,  and  the  enemy^s  column  ap- 
pearing at  a  short  distance,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  by  the  front  line  of 
the  brigade,  which  was  kept  up  with  very  destructive  effect,  and  com- 
pletely checked  the  enemy's  advance,  who  for  some  time  maintained  the 
position,  inflicting  severe  loss  upon  us. 

At  this  juncture  the  Eleventh  Kentucky  and  Seventy-ninth  Indiana 
Regiments  were  ordered  to  relieve  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky Regiments,  in  front,  who  by  this  time  expended  many  rounds  of 
their  ammunition,  wheeled  into  column,  and  the  two  supporting  regi- 
ments passed  through  the  intervals.  The  whole  movement  was  accom- 
plished in  fine  order,  under  the  very  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  new 
line  immediately  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  commenced  falling 
back ;  bayonets  were  ordered  to  be  fixed,  and  the  Seventy-ninth  Indi- 
ana and  the  Eleventh  Kentucky  were  ordered  to  advance,  supported  by 
the  other  two  regiments.  They  advanced  rapidly,  the  enemy  retreating. 
An  uninterrupted  fire  was  kept  up,  and  the  enemy  compelled,  after  a 
pursuit  of  nearly  a  mile  from  the  position  first  occupied  by  the  brigade, 
to  take  refuge  behind  his  works,  which  could  not  be  assailed  for  the 
want  of  artillery,  which  could  not  advance  in  that  direction,  owing  to 
the  very  rough  and  uneven  nature  of  the  ground. 

While  in  this  position,  the  Second  Brigade  of  the  Third  Division, 
which  had  in  the  mean  time  advanced  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade, 
and  was  now  on  a  line  parallel  with  it,  was  forced  back  by  strongly  re- 
enforced  columns  of  the  enemy  again  appearing  in  front.  The  First 
Brigade  was  ordered  to  fall  back,  to  prevent  a  flank  movement,  which 
was  accomplished  in  good  order,  to  a  distance  of  about  300  yards,  and 
took  position  in  a  cedar  thicket,  where  skirmishers  thrown  to  the  front 
kept  up  a  continual  fire. 

At  this  point  I  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Rosecrans  to  move  to 
the  support  of  Menden hall's  and  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Battery, 
on  the  left  of  the  brigade.  The  Ninth  and  Eleventh  Kentucky  Regi- 
ments were  ordered  to  that  point,  and  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  the  Sev- 
enty-ninth Indiana  Regiments  were  ordered  to  fall  back  and  to  join  the 
Second  Brigade,  on  the  right. 

In  this  position  the  brigade  remained  until  midnight,  when  the  bri- 
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gade  was  ordered  to  recross  the  pike,  and  there  bivouacked  until  morn 
ing.    The  brigade  was  hotly  engaged  for  three  hours.    Kegimental  re- 
ports, which  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit,  have  accurate  lists 
of  casualties,  and  I  refer  you  to  them  for  particulars. 

Commanders  of  regiments,  officers,  and  soldiers  did  their  duty  gal- 
lantly, and  their  splendid  conduct,  repulsing  the  enemy  when  victori- 
ously pursuing  our  disordered  troops,  contributed  in  no  small  measure 
to  the  successful  result  of  the  day. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenants  Sheets  and  Percival,  of  my  staff, 
and  the  soldiers  of  my  escort,  for  their  efficient  services  in  the  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

SAMUEL  BEATTY, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  Third  Biv.j  Left  Wingj  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Capt.  E.  A.  Otis, 

A.  A,  G.y  Third  Div,y  Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 
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Reports  of  Col,  Benjamin  G.  Orider,  Ninth  Kentucliy  Infantry,  command- 
ing regiment  and  First  Brigade, 

In  Camp,  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  1,  1863. 

Lieutenant  :  My  regiment,  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry, 
was  early  yesterday  morning  ordered  on  the  south  side  of  Stone's  River, 
and  formed  in  line  of  battle  in  the  front  line,  and  on  the  left  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Ohio  Volunteers  (Major  Manderson).  We  had  advanced  a  short 
distance  down  the  river,  when  we  were  ordered  to  recross,  to  support 
our  forces  in  the  center  and  on  the  right,  understanding  that  the  enemy 
were  driving  them,  and  had  turned  our  right,  and  probably  gained  our 
rear.  We  moved  by  the  flank,  and  at  a  double-quick,  to  the  Murfrees- 
borougli  pike,  and  thence  along  that  pike  about  a  half  mile  to  our 
rear,  to  a  skirt  of  woods,  through  which  we  saw  our  men  retreating, 
and  heard  that  they  had  been  before  forced  back  through  them.  We 
formed  on  the  pike,  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  on  the  right  and  the  Ninth 
Kentucky  on  the  left,  the  two  composing  the  front  line,  supported  by 
the  Eleventh  Kentucky,  Major  Mottley,  and  the  Seventy-ninth  Indiana, 
Colonel  Knefler,  in  the  rear  or  second  line. 

As  soon  as  our  retreating  troops  cleared  the  woods,  our  front,  the 
Nineteenth  and  Ninth,  opened  upon  the  enemy  a  cool,  well-aimed,  and 
deadly  fire,  which  brought  them  to  a  stand.  After  a  few  such  rounds 
we  were  ordered  to  advance,  which  the  men  promptly  did  with  the 
alacrity  and  steadiness  of  veterans,  gallantly  led  on  by  all  "heir  offi- 
cers, driving  the  enemy  with  great  slaughter  for  half  a  mile  or  more. 
Here,  the  ammunition  of  the  front  line  beginning  to  fail,  and  the  ene- 
my's fire  having  almost  ceased,  we  were  ordered  to  open  our  lines  for 
the  reserve — the  Eleventh  Kentucky  and  the  Seventy-ninth  Indiana — 
to  i)ass  through,  which  they  did  in  gallant  style,  seeing  and  hearing  but 
little  of  the  enemy  for  some  hundreds  of  yards,  when  they  found  him 
rallied ;  but  again  he  was  forced  to  yield  to  the  well-directed  fire  and 
gallantry  of  the  Eleventh  Kentucky  and  Seventy-ninth  Indiana,  and 
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thus,  for  a  time,  the  advance  was  continued  for  some  distance,  when  we 
found  a  body  of  our  troops  broken,  and  retreating  from  our  right  in  a 
direction  which  passed  them  diagonally  through  our  lines.  Our  men 
kept  firm,  and  we  tried  to  rally  them,  but  with  no  effect.  Thus  our 
right  was  exposed  and  turned,  and  you  gave  the  order  to  fall  back, 
which  we  did  in  most  excellent  order  under  the  heaviest  shower  of 
balls  and  missiles  that  we  had  encountered  during  the  day.  Our  loss 
here  was  great,  and  the  courage  and  coolness  of  men  and  officers  was 
here  put  to  a  severer  test  than  during  the  advance,  and  well  did  they 
meet  the  trying  emergency. 

We  came  back  a  short  distance,  and  promptly  formed  in  line  to  again 
meet  the  enemy.  Here  General  Rosecrans  in  person  ordered  me  to  ad- 
vance my  regiment  to  close  range  of  the  enemy,  and,  after  giving  him  a 
few  fires,  to  charge.  I  ordered  the  advance,  but  had  gone  only  a  short 
distance  when  the  general  ordered  us  to  halt  and  cause  the  men  to  lie 
down,  while  a  battery  in  our  rear  opened  over  us  upon  the  enemy.  After 
remaining  here  for  a  short  time,  my  regiment  and  the  Eleventh  Ken- 
tucky were  ordered  to  take  position  to  sustain  the  Chicago  Board  of 
Trade  Battery  and  another,  the  name  of  which  I  do  not  know,  then 
threatened  by  the  enemy.  This  we  continued  to  do  until  late  in  the 
night,  after  the  battle  was  all  over  for  the  day. 

We  were  during  this  time  under  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  and 
lost  2  men  killed  and  several  wounded.  Our  loss  during  the  day  was 
2  commissioned  officers — First  Lieuts.  Silas  Clark  and  W.  J.  Cram — 
wounded ;  2  sergeants,  1  of  whom  was  the  color- bearer,  killed  j  1  pri- 
vate killed,  and  19  wounded.  A  full  list  will  be  handed  in. as  soon  as 
practicable. 

I  have  no  terms  of  praise  that  can  do  justice  to  the  noble  bearing  and 
unflinching  bravery  of  all  the  officers  and  men.  I  mention  the  names 
of  them  all :  Lieut.  Col.  George  H.  Cram,  Maj.  John  H.  Grider,  Adjt. 
C.  D.  Bailey ;  Capts.  R.  A.  Read,  Rufus  Somerby,  D.  B.  Coyle,  William 
T.  Bryan ;  First  Lieuts.  A.  Sidney  Leggett,  T.  Freely  Heeter,  W.  J, 
Cram  (commanding  companies) ;  R.  T.  Patton,  Boyle  O.  Rodes,  Henry 
W.  Ma;5/es,  Silas  Clark ;  Second  Lieuts.  Frederick  F.  Carpenter,  D.  0. 
Downing,  John  P.  Grinstead,  James  M.  Simmons,  and  Benjamin  M. 
Johnson. 

Company  A,  Capt.  Henry  F.  Leggett,  was  on  detached  duty,  and,  I 
regret,  could  not  be  in  the  battle,  as  their  services,  brave  men  and  well 
officered  as  they  are,  would  have  been  valuable.  First  Lieut.  John  H. 
Wheat  was  not  with  the  regiment,  being  detached  on  duty  with  the 
Pioneer  Corps. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  O.  GRIDER, 
Colonel  Ninth  Kentucky  Volwnteers. 

Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  Sheets, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Brigade, 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Camp  in  front  of  Murfreesborough,  Saturday,  January  3,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  had  the  honor  to  be  placed  in  command  of  the  First  Bri- 
gade, Third  Division  (formerly  the  Eleventh  Brigade),  on  the  morning 
of  January  1,  and  being  ordered  by  you  as  commander  of  the  division, 
I  at  once  marched  with  my  command  to  the  south  side  of  Stone's  River, 
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and  bivouacked  iii  the  woods  and  fields  belonging,  as  I  learned,  to  a 
man  named  Hoover.  Some  skirmishing  and  picket  firing  was  soon  heard 
and  some  rebel  cavalry  seen,  but  nothing  worthy  of  notice  occurred  dur- 
ing the  day.  That  night  the  enemy  attempted  to  drive  in  our  pickets, 
but  failed. 

Next  morning  opened  with  brisk  cannonading  on  the  part  of  the  enemy, 
to  which  our  artillery  made  no  reply.  Our  skirmishers  in  front  were 
actively  engaged  all  day.  It  was  then  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had 
planted  a  battery  in  our  front,  and  a  section  or  more  on  our  left,  and 
that  a  portion  of  their  guns  across  the  river,  which  came  down  in  a 
course  parallel  with  our  right,  could  reach  us  with  a  raking  fire,  and 
interfere  with  our  crossing  at  the  first  ford,  if  compelled  to  recross.  It 
was  also  suggested  by  myself  and  other  officers,  Major  Manderson,  com- 
manding the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  particularly,  that  our  right,  resting  on 
the  river,  was  exposed,  and  might  be  attacked  and  turned,  and  that 
neither  the  depth  of  the  stream  nor  character  of  the  banks  was  a  suffi- 
cient protection ;  that  troops  and  artillery  were  needed  on  the  opposite 
side  to  sustain  our  right.  You  and  we  all  were  assured  that  this  was 
attended  to,  and  we  rested  on  that  assurance. 

Thus  matters  stood  until  about  an  hour  before  sundown,  when  artil- 
lery firing  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  and  heavy  skirmishing  on  both  sides 
commenced.  We  now  supposed  that  the  attack  which  we  had  all  day 
expected  would  be  postponed  until  daylight  the  next  day,  but  were  mis- 
taken. The  enemy  were  seen  advancing  in  three  lines,  the  front  com- 
posed of  a  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  and  the  other  lines  composed  of 
the  whole  divisions  of  Generals  John  0.  Breckinridge  and  Cheatham. 
Generals  Roger  W.  Hanson  and  James  E.  Rains,  of  Kentucky,*  as  I 
learn,  were  present  in  Breckinridge's  command.  The  regiments  of  ray 
brigade  (the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  Major  Manderson,  on  the  right  j  the  Nintii 
Kentucky,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cram,  in  the  center,  and  the  Eleventh 
Kentucky,  Major  Mottley,  on  the  left)  were,  by  your  orders,  held  in 
reserve.  The  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  had  been  about  noon  ordered  to 
form  on  and  sustain  the  front  line,  composed  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Col. 
S.  W.  Price  commanding,  and  were  not  again  seen  by  me  during  the 
day.  I  doubt  not  they  will  receive  justice  at  the  hands  of  the  colonel 
under  whose  command  they  were  placed. 

The  onset  of  the  enemy,  sustained  as  they  were  by  their  artillery, 
succeeded  in  breaking  and  driving  back  our  first  and  second  lines.  You 
now  sent  me  an  order  to  bring  up  the  reserve,  which  I  instantly  did, 
though  it  was  almost  manifest,  from  the  character  of  the  fire  in  front, 
that  the  force  we  had  on  the  ground,  unassisted  as  we  at  that  moment 
were  by  artillery,  could  not  check  the  enemy's  advance.  Yet  our  men 
(the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  Eleventh  Kentucky),  un- 
daunted by  the  terrible  and  desperate  state  of  affairs,  with  bravery  that 
cannot  be  described,  and  led  on  by  their  officers,  the  most  cool  and  dar- 
ing, moved  forward,  some  through  a  thick  undergrowth  of  wild  briers, 
which  to  some  extent  broke  their  lines,  fearlessly  meeting  the  enemy 
and  breaking  his  first  line.  Seeing  this  from  my  position,  between  and 
slightly  in  front  of  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Kentucky,  and  notic- 
ing you  just  in  my  rear,  I  said  to  you,  ^^ Colonel,  we  have  them  checked; 
give  us  artillery  and  we  will  whip  them."  You  replied,  "  You  shall 
have  it." 

I  rode  back  and  soon  saw  the  right  regiment  (the  Nineteenth  Ohio) 


•  Of  Tennessee. 
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falling  back.  Calling'  to  Major  Manderson,  who  halted  and  came  back, 
I  said  to  him,  ^' Major,  the  Ninth  is  still  standing;  let  ns  rally  the  Nine- 
teenth and  snstain  lier."  The  major  replied,  ^'  We  are  tlanked  on  our 
right ;  we  had  better  fall  I  ack  and  rally  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  if  we  can/' 
I  told  him  to  do  so,  and  I  would  order  the  Ninth  and  Eleventh  Ken- 
tucky to  do  the  same.  I  rode  forward  for  this  purpose,  but  just  as  I 
was  about  to  give  the  order  to  Lieutenant- Colon  el  Cram,  he  gave  it  to 
his  regiment,  which  was  then  receiving  most  of  the  fire  hitherto  directed 
against  the  Nineteenth.  The  Eleventh  Kentucky  moved  back  about  the 
same  time,  and  both  of  these  regiments,  almost  in  line  with  some  of  the 
enemy's  troops,  were  the  last  regiments  to  quit  the  field — the  Nineteenth 
Ohio  leaving  first,  because  first  exposed  to  the  flanking  fire. 

We  fell  back,  fighting,  though  in  some  disorder,  crossed  the  river,  ral- 
lied under  a  very  heavy  fire,  checked  the  enemy,  and  held  him  in  check 
until  we  were  re-enforced,  when  I,  with  the  flags  of  the  Nineteenth  Ohio 
and  Ninth  Kentucky,  recrossed  the  river,  followed  closely  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cram,  Majors  Mottley  and  Manderson,  men  and  officers  from  the 
Nineteenth  Ohio,  Ninth  and  Eleventh  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Philip  Reefy 
holding  the  colors  of  the  Nineteenth,  and  Private  Moses  Rourk  those 

of  the  Ninth  Kentucky.     The  Twenty -first  Ohio,  led  by  Captain , 

acting  major,  x^romptly  followed.  Our  troops  now  crossed  rapidly  and 
opened  fire  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

Observing  that  the  men  would  follow  and  stand  by  their  colors,  I  here 
took  the  flag  of  my  own  regiment  (the  Ninth  Kentucky),  and,  riding  for- 
ward, called  on  the  troops  to  advance,  to  which  they  gallantly  responded, 
and,  rushing  upon  the  enemy,  drove  them  with  great  slaughter  from  and 
past  the  ground  which  they  had  occupied  before  the  attack,  the  Eleventh 
Kentucky  taking  a  stand  of  colors,  and  the  three  regiments  capturing 
four  of  the  enemy's  guns  (the  Washington  Artillery),  the  colors  of  the 
Nineteenth  Ohio  and  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers  being  the  first  to 
reach  them.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cram,  of  the  Ninth,  and  Major  Mot- 
tley, of  the  Eleventh  Kentucky,  with  myself,  were  the  first  mounted  offi- 
cers at  these  guns.  All  three  of  the  above  regiments  were  represented 
there,  and  at  all  times  in  the  most  advanced  and  exposed  positions. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cram  and  Major  Mottley  ordered  oif  a  gun  each,  and 
I  ordered  off  two.  In  short,  each  and  every  officer  and  man  in  these 
three  regiments  was  all  that  could  be  asked,  and  far  above  the  reach  of 
encomiums. 

Of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cram,  Ninth  Kentucky,  Major  Manderson, 
Nineteenth  Ohio,  and  Major  Mottley,  Eleventh  Kentucky,  I  make 
special  mention  as  the  commanders  on  that  day  of  their  respective  reg- 
iments. I  refer  to  their  reports  accompanying  this  for  more  special 
notice  than  I  can  here  take  of  the  officers  and  men  under  their  commands. 

The  result  of  the  day  was,  the  enemy  retreated  in  haste  and  disorder, 
acknowledging  a  defeat,  and  evacuated  Murfreesborough  the  next  day. 
We  bivouacked  that  night  on  the  battle-field. 

The  loss  of  the  three  regiments  under  my  command,  as  near  as  can  be 
ascertained,  is  250  officers  and  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  about 
one-third  of  the  effective  force  which  they  had  engaged.  I  refer  for  par- 
ticulars to  the  inclosed  regimental  reports. 

Most  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  C.  GRIDER, 
Colonelj  Commanding  First  Brigade^  Third  Division, 

Col.  Samuel  Beatty, 

Comdg.  Third  Div.^  Left  Wing^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  160. 

Reports  of  CoL  Frederick  Knefler,  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Seventy  ni]nth  Regmment  Indiana  Vols., 

Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

Lieutenant  :  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  De* 
cember  31, 1862,  after  having  recrossed  Stone's  River,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  into  position  west  of  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  in  rear  of  the 
Nineteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  to  check  the  columns  of  the  en- 
emy then  pursuing  our  forces  across  the  pike.  After  very  heavy  firing 
by  the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  and  the  repulse  of  the  enemy,  the  regiment  was 
ordered  forward  to  relieve  it.  By  command  of  the  colonel  commanding 
the  brigade,  bayonets  were  fixed  and  the  enemy  rapidly  pursued,  with 
very  severe  fire,  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  driving  them  to 
their  position  behind  works. 

At  this  point  an  order  was  received  to  fall  back,  as  the  support  on 
the  right  had  given  way  before  the  enemy.  Having  fallen  back  in  good 
order  a  distance  of  about  300  yards,  halted  and  faced  to  the  front.  The 
regiment  was  ordered,  by  Major-General  Rosecrans  in  person,  to  move 
by  the  right  flank  to  an  open  field,  to  check  the  advance  of  the  approach- 
ing enemy,  and  to  cover  the  retreating  right  j  which  being  accomplished, 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  original  line,  the  supports 
x>f  the  right  and  left  having  given  way,  and  there  joined  the  Nineteenth 
Ohio,  the  only  regiment  of  the  brigade  remaining,  the  others  having 
moved  to  the  support  of  a  battery  on  the  left.  The  regiment  remained 
in  that  position  until  ordered  to  recross  the  pike  at  midnight. 

The  regiment  was  engaged  for  three  hours,  and  the  loss  severe.  A 
report  of  the  casualties  is  herewith  submitted.* 

it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  that  the  behavior  of  the  regiment 
(only  a  short  time  in  the  field,  on  a  long  march,  constant  and  arduous 
service  when  in  camp,  with  but  few  opportunities  to  drill)  may  be  attrib- 
uted, in  a  great  measure,  to  the  splendid  conduct  of  the  Nineteenth 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  Major  Mandersou  commanding,  the  effect 
of  whose  example  was  not  lost  upon  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  this 
regiment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  KNEFLER, 
Colonel  Seventy -ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  Sheets, 

A.  A,  A.  G.,  First  Brig,,  Third  Dii?.,  Fourteenth  A,  C. 


Hdqrs.  Seventy-ninth  REaiMENT  Indiana  Vols., 

Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  8,  1863. 

Captain:  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers  in  the  action 
of  January  2,  1863: 

Having  marched,  on  January  1,  from  the  position  east  of  the  pike, 
across  Stone's  River,  the  regiment  was  formed  in  line  on  the  left  of  the 
Eleventh  Regiment  Kt;i;tucky  Volunteers,  supporting  the  brigade  in 
front,  and  remained  in  that  position  until  the  morning  of  the  2d,  when 
it  was  detached  from  the  First  Brigade,  and,  by  order  of  Col.  S.  Beatty, 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  213. 
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commanding  the  Third  Di\'  isiou,  took  up  a  i^osition  in  front,  with  the 
Thirty-fifth  Regiment  Indiana  Yohiuteers  on  the  right  and  the  Forty- 
fourth  Regiment  Indiana  Yolunteers  on  the  left.  A  company  of  skir- 
mishers was  deployed  in  an  open  wood  to  cover  the  front  of  the  regiment. 

During  the  day  several  pieces  of  artillery  were  placed  in  position  by 
the  enemy  on  a  rise  of  ground  some  500  yards  distant,  throwing  shell 
into  our  lines,  severely  wounding  some  of  the  men.  The  regiment  was 
sheltered,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  permit,  by  lying 
down. 

About  4  p.  m.  the  fire  of  the  skirmishers  increased,  and  a  column  of 
the  enemy,  four  or  five  regiments  deep,  approached  rapidly,  supported 
by  artillery,  which  was  kept  concealed  (as  it  was  dragged  by  men  instead 
of  horses)  until  it  opened  fire  within  100  yards  of  our  lines.  The  forces 
on  the  right  soon  became  engaged,  but  the  regiment  was  kept  lying  on 
the  ground  until  the  enemy  had  approached  within  60  yards,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  rise  up,  and  commenced  firing  with  very  destructive  effect 
upon  the  enemy,  volley  after  volley,  until,  the  line  having  given  way  on 
the  right  and  left,  the  regiment  being  left  alone  almost  surrounded,  the 
enemy  in  front  and  on  both  flanks,  it  was  forced  to  fall  back  across 
Stone's  River,  where  it  rallied  at  the  rendezvous  of  the  Third  Division. 

The  regiment  went  into  action  on  December  31  with  341,  rank  and 
file,  and  lost  during  both  engagements  fully  one-third  of  its  available 
force,  including  more  than  half  the  commissioned  officers  in  killed  and 
wounded;  but  very  few  men  are  missing  or  taken  prisoners. 

Officers  and  soldiers  conducted  themselves  well,  doing  their  duljy,  and 
there  was  no  shirking  or  skulking  from  the  field  before  or  during  action 
It  would  be  injustice  to  many  to  mention  a  few,  when  all  behaved  well. 

Lieut.  Eli  F.  Ritter,  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  rendered  me  very  val- 
uable service,  acting  as  a  field  officer  in  the  absence  of  the  lieutenant - 
colonel. 

A  report  of  casualties  is  submitted  herewith.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  KISEFLER, 
Colonel  Seventy-ninth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Oapt.  E.  A.  Otis, 

Aast.  Adjt.  Gen»,  Third  Division^  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 


No.  161. 


Report  of  Lieut  Col,  George  H,  Cram,  Ninth  Kentuelcy  Infantry,  of  en- 
gagement January  2. 

January  — .,  1863. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  part  my  regi- 
ment took  in  the  engagement  of  January  2,  1863,  on  the  left  wing  of 
our  army,  in  front  of  Murfreesborough : 

Early  in  the  forenoon  Colonel  Grider  ordered  me  to  hold  my  regiment 
in  reserve,  with  another  regiment  of  his  brigade  (the  Nineteenth  Ohio), 
under  cover  of  a  hill  about  200  yards  from  the  upper  ford  of  Stone's 
River,  and  told  me  that  the  enemy  would  probably  attack  us  some  time 
during  the  day,  and  ordered  me  to  hold  my  regiment  in  readiness  to 
re-enforce  our  line,  if  the  enemy  should  attack  us  in  too  great  force. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  213. 
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Nothing  but  heavy  skirmishing  and  artillery  firing  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  occuitTed  during  the  day,  until  about  4  o^clock  in  the  evening, 
when  our  whole  line  was  attacked  by  a  heavy  rebel  force.  My  men 
were  under  arms,  and  I  knew  by  the  firing  that  our  men  were  giving 
way.  I  was  ordered  forward,  and  moved  up  the  hill  at  a  double-quick, 
through  briers  and  undergrowth,  tearing  our  line  badly.  Arriving  at 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  we  met  our  troops  retreating  in  great  confusion. 
[N'othing  could  be  more  discouraging  to  my  men  than  the  aspect  of 
affairs  at  that  time,  but  they  never  faltered.  I  allowed  the  retreating 
mass  to  pass  through  my  lines,  the  enemy  all  the  time  pouring  into  us 
a  destructive  fire,  both  infantry  and  artillery.  Our  lines  closed  up,  and 
I  ordered  my  men  to  commence  firing.  The  enemy  gave  way  after  the 
fourth  or  fifth  round,  the  colors  of  the  regiment  in  front  of  us  having 
fallen  no  less  than  three  times,  and  had  we  had  but  the  enemy  in  front- 
to  contend  with,  our  chances  of  success  would  have  been  tolerably  cer- 
tain f  but  just  when  the  battle  was  being  decided  in  our  favor,  we  were 
flanked  by  a  heavy  force  on  our  right,  causing  our  support  on  that  flank 
to  give  way,  leaving  us  exposed  to  a  raking  fire,  which  was  fast  deci- 
mating my  regiment.  We  had  already  suffered.  Major  Grider  and 
Adjutant  Bailey  wounded ;  Captains  Bryan  and  Coyle  killed ;  Bead 
badly  wounded;  Lieutenants  Leggett  and  Carpenter  killed;  Heeter 
and  Johnson  wounded. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  no  regiment  could  have  withstood  this 
fresh  attack.  I  ordered  the  regime  at  to  fall  back  under  the  hill.  Colo- 
nel Grider  ordered  me  in  person  to  rally  my  men  at  the  foot  of  the  hill. 
I  found  the  ground  almost  In  possession  ot  a  rebel  regiment.  We  con- 
tinued the  retreat  across  the  river,  and  I  there  rallied  my  men.  We 
were  here  re-enforced  by  three  or  four  regiments,  and  the  enemy  brought 
to  a  stand.  The  firing  here  was  the  most  terrible  I  ever  heard.  The 
foe  fought  us  bravely,  but  could  not  withstand  such  a  terrible  fire.  He 
gave  way  slowly,  and  we  not  only  retook  the  lost  ground,  but  drove  him 
over  a  mile,  cutting  him  up  badly  and  capturing  his  artillery,  chang- 
ing the  result  of  the  battle  from  a.  defeat  to  a  splendid  victory.  The 
colors  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  recrossed  the  river  by  the  side  of  those 
of  the  Nineteenth  Ohio,  and  under  your  leadership.  The  regiments  of 
your  brigade,  shattered  as  they  were,  were  the  first  to  wave  their  flags 
over  the  captured  guns  of  the  enemy. 

My  officers  and  men  fought  splendidly,  under  the  most  discouraging 
circumstances.  Every  man  in  the  regiment  knew  what  he  had  to  en- 
counter when  we  were  ordered  forward,  but  not  one  faltered.  They 
knew  that  the  gallant  reserve— the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky— were  Insufficient  to  check  the  victorious  enemy. 

Major  Grider  was  wounded  while  gallantly  cheering  on  his  men  early 
in  the  engagement,  and  Adjutant  Bailey  soon  afterward.  I  felt  the  loss 
of  these  officers  greatly.  Captain  Bryan  was  mortally  wounded,  doing 
his  duty  nobly.  Captain  Coyle  was  killed  while  cheering  on  his  men. 
Lieutenants  Leggett  and  Carpenter  were  killed  at  the  head  of  their  com- 
panies. Captain  Eead,  Lieutenants  Heeter  and  Johnson  were  wounded 
while  fighting  gallantly. 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  following  officers,  whose  gallant 
conduct  deserves  great  praise :  Captain  Somerby,  Lieutenants  Patton, 
Downing,  Grinstead,  Rodes,  and  Mayes.  Private  Moses  Rourk,  of 
Company  C,  deserves  special  mention.  When  the  colors  were  shot 
down,  in  the  engagement  of  the  31st,  he  grasped  them  and  brought 
them  safely  through  the  fight,  and  in  the  battle  of  January  2  he  carried 
them  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  was  at  times  left  almost  alone. 


592  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXIL 

He  is  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  is  one  of  the  bravest  soldiers  in 
the  army. 

Our  loss  was  as  follows:*  Commissioned  officers  killed, 4;  wounded, 
7.  Enlisted  men,  killed,  18 ;  wounded,  80 ;  prisoners,  3  (wounded).  Of 
the  above,  3  were  killed  and  21  wounded  on  the  31st.  (See  Colonel 
Grider's  regimental  report.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  CRAM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg,  Ninth  Kentuchy  Volunteers, 


ISo.  152. 

Reports  of  Maj,  Erasmus  L,  Mottley,  Eleventh  KentucJcy  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Eleventh  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  my  regiment  (Eleventh  Ken- 
tucky Yoluuteers)  took  in  the  action  of  December  31,  1862. 

The  night  previous  we  bivouacked  in  an  open  field  adjacent  to  the 
Murfreesboiongh  pike.  IsText  morning,  about  8  o'clock,  we  were  ordered 
to  follow  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Eegiment  and  cross  the  river,  where  we 
were  placed  in  line  of  battle,  supporting  them.  We  remained  in  that 
position  about  half  an  hour,  when  we  recrossed  the  river,  still  moving 
in  our  position  as  first  placed,  having  marched  about  half  a  mile  parallel 
with  the  pike. 

Was  then  ordered  to  halt  and  front,  still  occupying  my  position  in 
the  rear  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers.  The  firing  then  began  by 
the  regiments  in  front  of  me,  and  continued  about  half  an  hour,  when 
I  was  ordered  to  move  forward  and  relieve  the  Ninth  Kentucky,  which 
was  about  100  yards  in  advance.  We  did  so,  moving  in  line  of  battle 
about  500  yards.  We  then  halted,  as  our  farther  advance  was  inter- 
rupted by  about  four  regiments  of  scattered  troops  rushing  through  my 
line.  After  they  had  passed  we  opened  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire  on 
the  enemy,  who  were  advancing  against  me,  and  remained  in  that  posi- 
tion, firing,  till  the  right  of  our  division  was  nearly  flanked,  when  we 
received  an  order  from  you  to  fall  back,  which  I  did  (bringing  several 
prisoners  with  me)  in  line  of  battle,  till  I  reached  a  dense  thicket,  when 
I  moved  by  the  left  flank.  We  then  formed  line  in  an  open  field,  and  were 
ordered  by  General  Kosecrans  in  person  to  occupy  the  thicket  through 
which  we  had  just  passed,  and  hold  it  at  all  hazards.     We  did  so. 

Just  at  this  moment  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  strong  force  on 
our  left,  when  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  opened  an  oblique,  galling 
fire  upon  them,  making  them  fall  back.  We  were  then  ordered  back  by 
you  to  the  large  open  field  on  our  left,  to  support  two  pieces  of  TerrilPs 
Eegular  and  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Batteries,  where  we  remained 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  my  entire  regiment,  both  officers  and  men, 
doing  their  whole  duty. 

Inclosed  find  list  of  casualties.! 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  L.  MOTTLBY, 
Major,  Commanding  Eleventh  Kentucky, 

Col.  Samuel  Beatty, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Nominal  list  omitted.  t  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  213. 
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Hdqrs.  Eleventh  Eegt.  Kentucky  Vol.  Infantry, 

January  G,  18G3. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  my  regiment  (Eleventh  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers)  took  in  the  engagement  of  January  2, 1863. 

Having  crossed  the  river  the  morning  of  January  1,  and  bivouacked 
160  yards  behind  the  main  advance  of  our  lines  about  3.30  January  2, 
the  enemy  showed  himself  in  strong  force,  sixteen  regiments  deep,  ad- 
vancing in  column  against  us  j  also  a  brigade  on  our  left.  The  firing 
now  became  general  all  along  the  lines.  Seeing  the  regiments  on  the 
left  giving  way,  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  take  arms  (the  arms  had  pre- 
viously been  stacked).  Just  then  the  front  was  falling  back,  and  I 
ordered  my  regiment  forward  under  the  most  terrific  storm  of  shot,  shell, 
and  musketry  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  witness.  I  advanced  about 
100  yards,  when  I  ordered  a  halt  and  commenced  firing.  I  broke  their 
ranks  more  than  once,  their  colors  shot  down  several  times,  but  their 
broken  ranks  were  speedily  filled  with  fresh  troops. 

Casting  my  eyes  to  the  right,  and  seeing  I  had  no  support  in  that 
direction,  and  being  nearly  outflanked,  I  gave  the  order  to  lall  back  to 
the  wood  in  our  rear,  the  men  being  pressed  so  closely  some  of  them 
crossed  the  river. 

After  crossing  the  river,  I,  in  conjunction  with  yourself  and  other 
officers,  rallied  jjarts  of  the  different  regiments  of  the  brigade,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  putting  the  enemy  to  flight  before  us,  and  capturing  four 
pieces  of  the  celebrated  Washington  Artillery. 

I  must  say,  in  conclusion,  that  my  regiment  was  one  of  the  very  last 
to  leave  the  grounds.  For  the  gallantry  of  my  entire  regiment,  they 
behaved  as  officers  and  soldiers  should  in  such  a  cause. 

The  casualties  of  my  regiment  are  as  follows  :*  Killed,  5  j  wounded, 
61 ;  missing,  9.     Total,  75. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  L.  MOTTLEY, 
Major ^  Commanding  Eleventh  Kentuclcy  Volunteers. 

Col.  Benjamin  C.  Grider, 

Commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Division. 


No.  163. 

Reports  of  Maj.  Charles  F.  Manderson,  Nineteenth  Ohio  In/aniryo 

Hdqrs.  Nineteenth  Eegt.  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Field  J  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863 

Lieutenant  :  I  transmit  you  the  following  report  of  the  participation 
of  the  Nineteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  U.  S.  Army  (Charles  F. 
Mandersou,  major  commanding),  in  the  action  in  front  of  Murfreesbor- 
ough,  on  Wednesday,  December  31,  1862  : 

On  the  morning  of  that  date  the  regiment  was  under  arms  in  double 
column,  between  the  Murfreesborough  turnpike  and  Chattanooga  and 
Nashville  Eailroad,  being  the  right  of  the  front  line  of  the  Third  Divis- 
ion, left  wing.  By  order  of  Col.  Samuel  Beatty,  comu^anding  First 
Brigade,  after  deploying  column  and  loading,  we  moved  by  the  right 
flank  to  the  left,  crossing  Stone's  River  at  the  ford,  and  forming  line 
(after  throwing  Companies  A  and  K  out  as  skirmishers),  with  the  right 

*  Stated  by  companies  in  the  original. 
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resting  about  100  yards  from  the  river,  the  Ninth  Kentucky  Volunteers, 
which  were  first  formed  on  our  right,  being  moved  to  the  left. 

About  10  o'clock  we  were  ordered  to  recall  our  skirmishers  and  re- 
cross  the  river,  which  being  done  we  moved  by  the  right  flank  across 
the  open  space  between  the  railroad  and  pike,  amid  the  greatest  con- 
fusion of  retreating  batteries,  men,  teams,  and  ambulances.  At  this 
point  General  Eousseau  ordered  the  regiment  to  move  across  the  turn- 
pike, and  form  line  in  the  woods  skirting  the  west  of  the  pike.  From 
this  position  we  were  immediately  ordered  by  Colonel  Beatty  to  march 
by  the  left  flank  back  to  the  railroad,  and  then  by  the  right  flank  back 
to  our  former  position,  in  the  last-named  woods,  under  a  fire  by  which 
we  lost  several  men. 

This  scene  was  one  of  disorder  and  panic.  Eegiment  after  regiment 
swept  through  our  lines  in  the  greatest  confusion  ;  but  through  it  all 
our  men  preserved  an  unbroken  front,  and  when  the  pursuing  enemy 
came  within  75  or  100  yards,  and  our  front  was  clear  of  the  retreating 
and  broken  columns,  at  the  order  to  fire  by  file,  poured  most  destructive 
volleys  into  the  foe,  breaking  his  lines  in  disorder. 

General  Eousseau,  who  was  in  the  rear  of  the  right  of  the  regiment, 
cheering  our  men  with  his  presence  and  words,  then  ordered  a  charge, 
and  our  regiment,  with  fixed  bayonets,  supported  by  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers  on  our  left,  and  the  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  Volun- 
teers in  our  rear,  drove  the  foe  in  splendid  style  for  about  one-fourth 
of  a  mile,  when,  our  ammunition  running  low,  the  front  line  wheeled 
into  column,  and  the  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers  passed  through 
to  the  front.  The  regiment,  then  forming  the  second  line,  in  the  rear  of 
the  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers,  advanced  for  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  to  an  open  field,  where  we  were  separated  from  our  front  line 
by  a  cedar  thicket. 

We  were  here  but  a  few  minutes  when  our  right  support  gave  way, 
and  left  our  regiment  greatly  exposed  to  a  flanking  fire.  I  sent  word 
twice  to  Colonel  Beatty  that  the  enemy  had  flanked  our  position  in 
great  force,  but  received  no  order.  The  regiment  was  sufi:ering  most 
terribly  from  the  fire,  and,  seeing  the  enemy  within  50  yards  of  our 
right  and  in  position  to  destroy  us,  I  ordered  a  change  of  front  to  the 
right  and  rear.  Our  men,  while  executing  the  movement,  were  thrown 
into  temporary  disorder  by  the  scattered  regiments  on  our  right  pouring 
through  the  line,  but  gathered  on  the  instant,  formed  an  excellent  line 
in  good  x>osition,  and  fired  with  such  precision  that,  with  the  aid  of  a 
battery  of  artillery  in  our  rear  and  left,  we  held  the  ground  and  drove 
the  foe  from  the  open  field  in  our  front.  Being  now  entirely  out  of  am- 
munition, and  suftering  loss  from  the  fire  of  our  own  artillery,  we  moved 
b.\  the  right  flank  into  the  woods,  and  formed  line  on  the  left  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Fyffe  commanding,  the  second  battalion  of  the 
Pioneer  Corps  supporting  us  on  the  left.  We  were  here  supplied  with 
ammunition  by  Captain  Wood,  assistant  inspector-general.  Third  Divis- 
ion, and  threw  out  skirmishers,  who  met  no  enemy. 

About  4  o'clock  we  were  relieved  by  the  First  Brigade,  First  Divis- 
ion, Colonel  Walker  commanding;  bivouacked  where  we  were  until 
midnight,  when  we  were  ordered  by  Colonel  Beatty  to  report  to  him 
on  the  left  of  the  railroad. 

Our  loss  in  this  action  is  as  follows,  viz:  Killed,  1  officer  and  11  en- 
listed men ;  total,  12.  Wounded,  1  officer  and  66  enlisted  men  ;  total, 
67.  Missing,  3  enlisted  men.  Total  loss,  82  men,  I  subjoin  as  accu- 
rate a  list  as  it  is  possible  at  this  time  to  gather. 

My  men  behaved  with  the  utmost  bravery  and  coolness.    Senior  Capt. 
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Henry  G.  StrattoD,  of  Company  C,  assisted  as  field  officer.  He  was 
severely  wounded  about  noon.  First  Lieut.  Daniel  Donovan,  command- 
ing Company  B,  fell,  dead,  in  front  of  his  company  while  gallantly  lead- 
ing a  charge.  Orderly  Sergt.  Eobert  D.  Wilson,  commanding  Company 
D,  was  killed  about  the  same  time. 

The  cool,  manly  daring  of  these  gallant  ofiicers  cannot  be  spoken  of 
too  highly.    But  the  action  of  all  of  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  was  under  the 
directing  eye  of  the  colonel  commanding  the  brigade  and  the  generals 
commanding,  and  to  them  I  leave  further  comments. 
EespectfuUy,  yours, 

CHARLES  F.  MANDERSON, 
Major,  (Jomdg.  Nineteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  Sheets, 

A.  A.  A,  G,,  First  Brig,,  Third  Biv.,  Left  Wing, 

Fourteenth  Army  Corj)s,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 


Hdqrs.  Nineteenth  Eegt.  Ohio  Yol.  Infantry, 

Field,  near  Murfreesborough,  Temi,,  January  6,  1863. 

Lieutenant:  On  Friday,  January  2,  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  Yolun 
teers,  U.  S.  Army,  under  my  command,  was  formed,  with  the  right  rest 
ing  near  the  high  bank  on  Stone's  River,  being  held  with  the  Ninth 
Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers,  which  joined  us  on  the  left,  in  reserve 
of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  Third  Division,  which  position  we 
had  assumed  on  Thursday,  January  1,  about  noon. 

Soon  after  4  p.  m.  heavy  firing  on  our  front  caused  us  to  take  arms 
and  stand  in  line.  The  firing  had  continued  about  fifteen  minutes, 
when  Lieutenant  Murdock,  aide-de-camp  to  Colonel  Beatty,  commanding 
Third  Division,  rode  up  to  the  front  and  left  of  the  regiment  and  ordered 
me  to  advance.  Although  the  order,  coming  from  that  source,  was  con- 
trary to  rule  and  custom,  presuming  the  occasion  to  be  an  emergency 
requiring  such  a  deviation,  1  ordered  the  regiment  forward  in  double- 
quick  time.  We  advanced  up  a  gradual  slope  for  about  200  yards,  the 
lines  in  front  of  us  pouring  through  our  ranks  in  confusion;  but  the 
men  preserved  an  excellent  front,  and  rushed  upon  the  enemy.  In 
some  parts  of  the  line  our  pieces  crossed  those  of  the  foe.  His  front  line 
received  a  check  of  some  few  minutes,  and  was  thrown  into  disorder; 
but  a  strong  flanking  party  poured  over  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  broke 
our  right  flank  to  the  rear,  file  after  file.  Seeing  this,  and  that  brave 
officers  and  many  men  of  our  right  wing  had  fallen,  I  ordered  the  left  to 
fall  back. 

Col.  B.  C.  Grider,  commanding  First  Brigade,  here  rode  up  to  me 
from  the  left  and  front,  and  wished  me  to  rally  the  men.  I  told  him 
they  were  falling  back  by  order;  that  the  enemy  had  flanked  me  in 
force,  and  that  I  would  form  line  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  He  said,  ''  Do 
so ;  ^^  and  stated  he  would  give  the  same  order  to  the  Ninth  Kentucky 
Volunteers,  on  our  left.  The  regiment  rallied  and  formed  line  twice 
before  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy  drove  them  across  Stone's 
River.  The  storm  of  missih^s  was  terrific,  and  for  a  few  moments  no  men 
could  have  stood  under  it.  The  bank  of  tlje  river  presented  a  scene  of 
indescribable  confusion.  The  colors  of  our  regiment  were  seized  by 
Second  Lieut-  Philip  Reefy,  of  Company  F,  who  gallantly  dashed  for- 
ward across  the  stream,  followed  by  daring  spirits  of  different  regiments. 
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At  the  same  time  Colonel  Grider,  bearing  the  colors  of  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers,  crossed  with  another  party,  and  these  flags,  with  two 
belonging  to  other  regiments,  rallied  under  their  folds  an  indiscriminate 
mass  of  men  and  oflQcers  of  the  Third  Division,  which,  supported  by  fresh 
troops  that  had  been  ordered  to  the  conflict,  drove  back,  in  terrible  con- 
fusion, the  columns  of  the  enemy,  victorious  but  a  moment  before.  The 
colors  of  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  and  Ninth  Kentucky  were  placed  on  three 
pieces  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  were  captured  and  brought  into 
our  lines  by  squads  composed  of  the  different  regiments  and  brigades  of 
the  division.  After  this  magnificent  scene  of  individual  heroism,  the 
different  detachments  of  the  regiment  formed  on  the  same  ground  we 
occupied  in  the  morning,  and  bivouacked  that  night. 

Again  we  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  brave  officers  and  men.  Capt. 
Urwin  Bean,  of  Company  E;  First  Lieut.  Job  D.  Bell,  commanding 
Company  C,  and  Sergt.  Maj.  Lyman  Tylee  were  killed  while  gallantly 
performing  their  duties.  First  Lieut.  Aurora  C.  Keel,  of  Company  F, 
was  severely  wounded;  Second  Lieut.  William  A.  Sutherland,  of  Com- 
pany H,  slightly.  Capt.  William  H.  Allen,  of  Company  F,  rendered 
most  valuable  and  efficient  aid  as  a  field  officer.  All  the  line  officers 
vied  with  each  other  in  deeds  of  courage. 

I  wish  particularly  to  note  the  gallant  bearing  of  First  Lieut.  Charles 
Brewer,  adjutant;  Second  Lieut.  Albert  Upson,  commanding  Company 
K,  and  Sergt.  Jason  Hurd,  commanding  Company  G.  But  all  have  done 
their  duty,  and  the  unpleasant  task  is  not  mine  to  record  any  acts  of 
cowardice  in  the  Nineteenth  Ohio  Regiment. 

I  annex  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 

In  this  action  we  had  killed  2  officers  and  13  enlisted  men ;  total 
killed,  15.     Wounded,  2  officers  and  56  enlisted  men;  total  wounded, 
68.    Missing  (supposed  prisoners),  31  enlisted  men. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  F.  MANDERSON, 
Major^  Commmiding  Nineteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  Sheets, 

A,  A,  A.  O.y  First  Brig,,  Third  JDiv.,  Left  Wing, 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 


No.  154. 


Report  of  Col.  James  P.  Fyffe,  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding 

Second  Brigade, 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Left  Wing, 

January  5,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  herewith  transmit  my  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Second  Brigade  in  front  of  Murfreesborough,  where  it  arrived  with  the 
balance  of  the  left  wing  December  29,  1862,  up  to  January  3,  1863. 

December  30,  the  brigade  was  under  arms  in  close  column  of  divisions 
all  day ;  considerable  firing  in  the  afternoon  in  the  direction  of  the  right 
wing. 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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December  31,  the  brigade  was  ordered  across  Stone's  River.  Prior 
to  reaching  the  same,  an  order  was  received  from  General  Crittenden  to 
countermarch  the  brigade,  together  with  Swallow's  battery,  in  double- 
quick  to  the  rear,  as  the  train  was  attacked.  Passing  quickly  through 
the  woods,  as  the  wagons  had  blocked  up  the  road,  we  came  out  into 
the  open  field  beyond,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle,  perpendicular  to  the 
road,  on  the  left,  in  a  corn-field,  through  which  the  rebels  were  seen  lead- 
ing off  the  train  slowly,  as  the  ground  was  soft.  Beyond  the  train,  in 
the  same  field,  was  about  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  guarded  by  rebels. 

On  our  appearance  the  cavalry  began  capturing  their  guard;  one 
escaped,  one  was  killed.  The  rebel  cavalry  were  drawn  up  in  line  across 
the  field,  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  Captain  Swallow,  who  had  managed 
to  get  his  battery  through  the  obstructions  expeditiously,  soon  had  his 
pieces  in  position,  and  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  lines,  which  began  dis- 
persing, and  were  charged  by  a  force  of  our  cavalry,  which  had  passed 
down  the  road  to  the  right  of  the  train,  doing  excellent  service.  The 
effect  of  the  charge  I  could  not  see  from  where  we  were.  Captain 
Swallow  now  moved  his  pieces  to  a  more  elevated  position,  which  com- 
manded the  country  for  a  great  distance,  from  whence  he  opened  on 
their  scattered  forces,  driving  them  out  of  view. 

At  this  point  an  order  was  received  from  General  Yan  Cleve  to  return 
to  the  Third  Division,  and  form  on  the  right  of  the  First  Brigade  in  two 
lines,  to  support  it ;  that  Colonel  Harker  would  support  my  right.  The 
order  was  immediately  complied  with ;  the  division  began  advancing 
down  the  slope  of  the  cedar  ridge  south  of  the  road,  passing  Colonel 
Barker's  on  my  right,  beyond  the  foot  of  the  slope.  After  passing  his 
brigade,  which  did  not  move,  my  right  flank  became  exposed,  with 
strong  indications  of  a  heavy  force  approaching  in  front,  extending  be- 
yond my  right  flank.  As  we  continued  advancing,  I  sent  three  different 
messengers  by  my  aides,  calling  Colonel  Harker's  attention  to  my  ex- 
posed flank,  and  at  length  reported  in  person  to  General  Yan  Cleve. 
While  doing  this  the  Sixty-fifth  Ohio,  which,  it  appeared,  had  been 
lying  down  at  the  edge  of  the  field,  rose  to  their  feet  in  the  place  where 
a  force  was  needed.  Supposing  it  would  remain  there,  I  passed  back 
again  to  my  position,  to  see  the  Sixty -fifth  march  by  the  right  flank 
back  to  Colonel  Barker's  left.  The  firing  in  front  of  my  first  line,  com 
posed  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  and  Forty -fourth  Indiana,  was  getting  to 
be  heavy,  and  the  skirmishers,  running  in,  reported  a  heavy  force  ad- 
vancing through  the  woods,  outflanking  my  right.  Lieutenant  Temple, 
of  my  staff,  was  sent  at  once  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dick  with  orders  to 
wheel  his  regiment  to  the  right,  and  place  it  in  the  woods  to  secure  my 
flank.  Before  the  order  reached  him  the  enemy  appeared  coming  through 
the  woods. 

Seeing  the  force  would  have  to  fall  back,  I  galloped  to  the  battery  and 
ordered  it  to  open  fire  to  the  right  of  my  flank  into  the  woods,  for  the 
purpose  of  checking  and  confusing  the  outflanking  force,  to  save  my  bri- 
gade from  the  effects  of  the  cross-fire,  while  falling  back,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. The  order  to  fire  was  complied  with  instantly,  the  whole  battery 
opening  several  volleys  in  quick  succession,  and  with  decided  effect,  into 
the  woods,  while  the  column  fell  back  rapidly,  the  front  line  having  sus- 
tained itself  gallantly  until  outflanked.  The  artillery  came  safely  out  of 
the  field  under  tire,  Lieutenant  Buckmar,  a  gallant  officer,  being  shot 
from  his  horse  and  badly  wounded  just  as  he  was  passing  out  of  the 
field. 

After  falling  back  from  the  field,  the  Thirteenth  Ohio,  under  Majoi 
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Jarvis,  and  part  of  the  Eighty-sixth  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dick 
was  formed  near  the  road,  the  Forty-fourth  being  placed  on  duty  else- 
where, and  ordered  to  move  up  the  road  to  meet  the  force  that  had  fol- 
lowed from  the  field,  which  was  represented  advancing.  Going  in 
advance  of  the  force,  I  found  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Howard  and  Major  Frambes,  hotly  contesting  the  ce  ",v»r  ridge  and 
hard  pressed,  their  left  flank  being  exposed,  encouraging  the  men  to 
hold  on,  and  they  should  have  help  immediately.  The  force  following 
me  was  hurried  up.  The  remnant  of  the  Thirteenth  Ohio,  though  sadly 
repressed  by  the  death  of  the  gallant  and  loved  Colonel  Hawkins,  shot 
dead  on  the  field,  answered  the  command  to  go  forward  with  a  cheer, 
and  got  into  line  on  the  left,  opening  fire  just  as  a  regiment  on  the  right 
of  the  Fifty-ninth  marched  to  the  rear,  leaving  my  right  flank  again 
exposed,  which  the  enemy  were  not  slow  to  perceive,  and  began  taking 
advantage  of.  Sorely  annoyed,  I  crossed  the  road  and  asked  the  officer 
in  command,  whom  T  do  not  know,  what  it  meant.  He  said  he  had  been 
ordered  back,  but  on  my  representations  he  immediately  marched  his 
regiment  up  again,  delivering  a  heavy  fire  as  he  reached  the  crest  of  the 
ridge.  1  then  ordered  the  whole  line  to  charge,  which  was  gallantly 
done  with  a  cheer,  the  enemy  being  driven  from  the  crest  of  the  ridge 
down  the  southern  slope  and  back  across  the  field. 

One  of  the  skirmishers,  William  Brown,  of  Company  B,  Fifty-ninth 
Ohio,  met  me  on  the  edge  of  the  ridge,  marching  back  through  the  line 
at  the  head  of  28  prisoners,  besides  2  officers  (lieutenants)  he  had  cap- 
tured in  a  sink-hole.  Many  other  prisoners  were  captured  by  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  amounting  to  60,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained. 

After  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  as  stated,  there  was  no  more  fighting 
on  this  day  by  the  left  wing,  General  Van  Cleve  turning  over  the  com- 
mand of  the  division  to  me,  he  having  been  wounded.  Colonel  Beatty 
being  on  duty  elsewhere. 

January  1,  crossed  with  the  brigade  over  the  river,  where  the  Second 
Brigade  was  placed  on  the  left  of  the  First,  in  an  open  field  in  rear  of 
a  belt  of  timber  on  a  ridge,  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana  and  Thirteenth 
Ohio  in  the  front  line,  with  the  Thirty-fifth  and  Seventy-ninth  Indiana 
on  their  right,  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  and  Eighty-sixth  Indiana  in  reserve. 
This  arrangement  left  an  open  space  on  the  left.  On  the  front  line, 
between  it  and  a  road  running  through  a  lane  beyond  the  road,  was  an 
open  field  unoccupied  by  troops,  except  a  line  of  skirmishers  from  Colo- 
nel Grose's  command.  In  the  rear,  toward  Stone's  Kiver,  was  a  corn- 
field, and  behind  the  fence  was  a  Kentucky  regiment,  with  their  right 
resting  on  the  lane.  This  left  a  gap  between  my  left  and  their  right  of 
about  500  yards ;  thus  the  forces  rested  during  the  day,  with  sharp  skir- 
mishing in  our  front. 

January  2,  the  skirmishing  commenced  early  and  was  brisk  through- 
out the  day,  until  about  3  o'clock,  when  the  indications  of  an  attack  in 
front  became  so  threatening,  a  battery  having  been  planted  in  the  woods 
on  my  left  flank,  that  I  ordered  my  reserve  into  the  front  line,  deflecting 
the  Eighty-sixth  Indiana  back,  and  placing  them  behind  the  fence  across 
the  lane  to  sweep  the  open  field  in  front  of  the  Kentucky  regiment. 
Company  A,  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Kegiment,  under  Sergeant  Carr,  was 
placed  on  the  left  of  the  Eighty-sixth,  connecting  the  two  forces,  which 
gave  them  a  cross  fire  over  the  open  field  in  front. 

About  4  p.  m.  Colonel  Beatty,  commanding  the  division,  came  over 
and  was  shown  the  disposition  of  the  brigade,  which  he  approved,  sug- 
gesting, in  case  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back,  we  should  do  so  through 
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the  low  ground.  We  then  went  to  the  point  near  the  ford,  where  the 
artillery  was  stationed,  and,  while  examining  that,  Major-General  Eose- 
crans  arrived  at  the  same  point.  In  a  few  moments  a  messenger  from 
the  front  arrived  and  reported  a  large  force  was  being  massed  in  front 
of  our  lines.  Colonel  Beatty  and  myself  immediately  started  to  our 
respective  positions.  I  was  shortly  met  by  Adjutant  Holter,  of  the 
Fifty-ninth  Ohio,  with  a  report  that  the  enemy  were  in  motion,  advanc- 
ing on  our  front.  Sixteen  regimental  flags  had  been  counted  in  one 
column.  Actg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.  C.  F.  King  was  ordered  to  make  report 
of  the  facts  to  General  Rosecrans  immediately.  Passing  on  to  the 
Eighty-sixth  Regiment,  it  and  Company  A  were  ordered  to  strengthen 
their  position  with  rails. 

Only  a  short  time  elapsed  when  a  tremendous  fire  indicated  that  the 
attack  had  fallen  on  Colonel  Beatty 's  right.  Another  column,  it  ap- 
peared, had  crossed  Stone's  Uiver  and  participated  in  the  attack,  while 
still  another  was  coming  on  my  left,  but  for  some  cause  its  advance  was 
somewhat  delayed.  The  main  column  of  attack  moved  diagonally  across 
the  front  of  the  wood,  striking  toward  a  wooded  height  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  where  Captain  Drury's  battery  of  artillery  had  been  posted  in 
the  morning,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Livingston.  The  weight 
of  the  column  of  attack  fell  first  on  the  Eighth  Kentucky  and  Fifty-first 
Ohio  in  the  front  line.  They  stood  gallantly  for  a  few  moments,  but 
were  swept  away.  The  enemy,  still  pushing  on,  received  a  heavy  flank 
and  oblique  fire  from  the  Thirty-fifth,  Forty-fourth,  and  Eighty-sixth 
Indiana,  and  Thirteenth  Ohio.  The  column  next  encountered  the  Mne- 
ty-ninth  Ohio,  Twenty -first  Kentucky,  and  Nineteenth  Ohio,  which  were 
successively  borne  backward,  as  were  the  Ninth  and  Eleventh  Ken- 
tucky. 

In  the  mean  time,  after  the  giving  way  of  our  second  line,  and  as 
soon  as  our  infantry  had  gotten  out  of  *he  way.  Lieutenant  Livingston 
opened  upon  them  with  his  battery  with  good  effect.  The  enemy's 
artillery,  following  their  column,  took  position  on  the  high  ground  to 
the  right  of  the  wood,  which  commanded  the  field  of  battle,  and,  as 
their  infantry  passed  on,  driving  our  right  across  the  river,  opened  with 
grape  and  canister.  The  Second  Brigade,  not  being  exactly  in  line  of 
their  charge,  held  their  ground  until  the  column  of  attack  had  passed 
our  second  line. 

The  brigade  then  fell  back  through  the  low  ground,  as  directed  (being 
myself  disabled,  my  horse  having  thrown  and  dragged  me  for  a  short 
distance),  and  took  position  behind  the  buildings  on  the  hill. 

The  artillery,  after  the  giving  way  of  our  last  line  of  infantry,  recrossed 
Stone's  River.  The  column  of  attack,  pushing  on  toward  the  ford,  was 
exposed  to  a  severe  flank  fire  from  Colonel  Grose's  force,  together  with 
those  of  my  brigade  who  had  collected  about  the  buildings  upon  the 
hill,  and  also  to  our  artillery  and  the  infantry  that  had  taken  position 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  j  thus  extending  the  fire  around  their 
front  to  the  left  flank,  encircling  them  on  three  sides.  A  cross-fire  of 
artillery  and  small -arms,  delivered  for  a  short  time  with  terrible  effect, 
was  too  much  for  them,  and  their  broken  and  discomfited  columns  turned 
back  upon  their  path,  closely  i)ursued  by  the  troops  which  had  rallied, 
together  with  the  fresh  troops  which  General  Rosecrans  had  ordered 
up,  taking  a  portion  of  the  celebrated  Washington  Battery.  This  re- 
pulse closed  the  operations  in  front  of  Murfreesborough,  the  Second 
Brigade  going  into  camp  on  the  field  for  the  night. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  favorably  noticing  many  of  the 
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officers  and  men  of  my  commaud  throughout  the  trying  ordeal  of  so 
many  days^  lighting.  My  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  C.  F.  King; 
J.  B.  Temple,  aide-de-camp;  Oapt.  Charles  A.  Sheaf,  provost- marshal ; 
Lieut.  Joseph  Dancer,  inspector,  who  was  severely  wounded  in  the  last 
day's  fight,  and  Orderlies  H.  J.  Higgins,  B.  D.  Thomas,  members  of  my 
staff,  are  entitled  to  much  credit  for  their  conduct  on  the  field.  Colonel 
Williams,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Aldrich,  and  Joseph  C.  Hodges,  adjutant, 
of  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana;  Col.  J.  G.  Hawkins  (killed  in  the  first  day's 
tight  while  gallantly  doing  his  duty) ;  Major  Jarvis,  upon  whom  the 
command  devolved  after  the  fall  of  Colonel  Hawkins,  and  Adjt.  T.  B. 
George  ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Howard,  Major  Frambes,  Adjutant  Holter, 
of  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio ;  Colonel  Dick  and  Major  Dresser,  of  the  Eighty- 
sixth  Indiana  (severely  wounded  in  the  engagement  of  the  first  day), 
are  deserving  of  particular  notice. 

Colonel  Hamilton,  although  unacquainted  with  military  matters,  was 
present,  assisting  all  in  his  power ;  also  Surgs.  Martin  Hays  and  Gor- 
don, with  the  assistance  of  the  brigade  band,  in  getting  and  attending 
to  the  wounded,  in  which  Gus.  Penn  was  shot  dead,  and  Dougherty, 
both  of  the  band,  badly  wounded;  for  their  good  conduct  they  are 
especially  noticed.  Lieutenants  Kibler  and  Woods  attracted  my  at- 
tention by  their  gallantry  while  in  command  of  the  skirmishers  on  the 
cedar  ridge.  I  will  also  notice  the  gallantry  and  death  of  color-bearer, 
Sergeant  Wood,  shot  dead  with  the  flag  in  his  hand  on  the  first  day's 
fight;  also  of  isTelson  Shields,  who  seized  the  colors,  and  bore  them 
aloft,  ui)on  the  fall  of  the  color- sergeant,  until  wounded  himself,  when 
he  delivered  them  to  Private  Loyd;  all  of  the  Thirteenth  Ohio.  I  also 
notice  Color-Bearers  Benjamin  Snellinger  and  Nathan  Coffenberry,  of 
the  Eighty-sixth  Indiana,  who  were  both  shot  down  (the  first  killed 
instantly,  the  latter  mortally  wounded)  in  the  fight  of  the  first  day. 
Both  of  these  flags  were  lost.  I  also  notice  the  good  conduct  of  Ser- 
geants Ely  and  Thomas  Hay  den,  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio,  who,  on  the 
last  day's  fight,  were  raised  in  the  air  by  a  cannon  ball  ijlowing  the  earth 
beneath  their  feet,  and  thrown  violently  to  the  earth. 

I  recommend  that  William  Brown,  of  Company  B,  Fifty- ninth  Ohio, 
who  captured  the  prisoners  above  referred  to,  and  Nelson  Shields,  of 
the  Thirteenth  Ohio,  who  saved  his  regimental  flag,  as  proper  persons 
to  receive,  each,  one  of  the  medals  ordered  to  be  prepared  by  Congress 
for  those  who  particularly  distinguish  themselves  in  battle. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  also  to  tender  my  thanks  to  Maj.  Lyne 
Starling,  adjutant- general  on  General  Crittenden's  staff,  for  words  of 
encouragement  and  cheer  to  a  portion  of  my  command  when  hard 
pressed  on  the  cedar  ridge  in  the  first  day's  fight;  and  also  to  express 
my  gratitude  to  our  commander-in-chief.  General  Eosecrans,  for  the 
same  favor  at  the  place  and  about  the  same  time. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
different  regimental  commanders,  appropriately  marked,  with  a  cor- 
rected account  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  which  foot  up: 
Officers  killed,  4;  wounded,  15;  missing,  2.  Enlisted  men  killed,  75; 
wounded,  251 ;  officers  missing,  2  ;  enlisted  men,  166.     Total,  513.* 

JAMES  P.  FYFFE, 
Colonel,  Comdg.  2d  Brig.,  M  Div.,  Left  Wing,  14,th  Army  Corps. 

Oapt.  E.  A.  Otis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- G enteral. 

*  Bat  see  revised  statement,  p.  213. 
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Ko.  155. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Simeon  C.  Aldrich^  Forty -fourth  Indiana  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Forty-fourth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  5,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  make  a  brief  report  of  engage- 
ments before  Murfreesborough. 

We  went  into  the  field  on  December  31,  1862,  with  316  men,  officers 
included.  We  took  our  position,  by  your  order,  in  brigade  on  the  right, 
and  marched  in  line  of  battle  through  an  open  field  south  of  the  pike. 
In  passing  through  this  field  we  discovered  the  enemy  making  a  flank 
movement  on  our  right,  in  a  wood  bordering  upon  the  field.  Intelli- 
gence was  conveyed  to  you,  and,  as  I  understand,  by  you  to  our  division 
commander.  We  made  a  stand  at  the  edge  of  the  wood  in  our  front, 
but  were  soon  ordered  to  advance,  which  we  did. 

After  entering  the  woods  our  skirmishers  were  ordered  in,  as  the  line 
of  the  enemy  was  in  sight.  We  still  advanced  to  within,  as  near  as  I 
could  judge,  100  yards  of  their  line,  and  opened  fire.  They  replied,  and 
advanced  their  line;  at  the  same  time  the  flanking  force  opened  a  galling 
cross-fire  upon  us.  We  held  the  position  as  long  as  we  could  do  so  with- 
out sacrificing  our  whole  regiment ;  we  then  fell  back  to  our  battery  and 
formed  line  of  battle.  We  were  ordered  by  General  Van  Oleve  to  remain 
here  till  further  orders.  We  soon  had  orders  from  you  to  join  the  brigade 
at  the  right,  which  we  did.  Here  we  formed  a  new  line,  and  remained 
till  some  time  in  the  night,  when  we  were  ordered  to  march  to  the  left 
again,  where  we  remained  through  the  night. 

Permit  me  to  pass  over  occurrences  not  important,  for  want  of  room, 
to  January  2,  when  we  were  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left.  About  4  p.  m. 
the  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  advancing.  I  received  orders  from  you 
to  fall  back  to  low  ground,  if  it  was  found  we  could  not  hold  our  posi- 
tion. The  enemy  attacked  on  our  right;  Seventy -ninth  and  Thirty -fifth 
Indiana  engaged,  and  held  their  position  firm  for  some  time.  In  the 
mean  time  I  directed  my  fire  at  right  oblique.  The  enemy  pressed  on,  and 
the  Thirty-fifth  and  Seventy-ninth  gave  way.  I  still  held  my  men  and 
kept  up  the  fire  till  the  enemy  had  passed  by  us  on  the  right,  and  then 
gave  orders  to  fall  back,  which  we  did,  to  a  rail  fence.  Then  we  rallied 
again,  and  gave  them  a  cross-fire;  but  they  still  advancing  made  it  nec- 
essary to  fall  back  to  .the  ground  you  designated.  I  gave  the  command, 
and  we  fell  back  to  the  building  on  the  hill.  Here  Adjutant  Hodges 
and  myself,  together  with  other  officers,  succeeded  in  rallying  a  large 
force,  together  with  our  regiment,  and  opened  a  destructive  cross-fire  on 
the  enemy,  which  soon  had  its  efiect  upon  their  extreme  left,  and  assisted 
very  much  in  their  final  repulse.  We  followed  them  till  ordered  to  fall 
back. 

I  must  here  mention  that  at  the  first  rally  at  the  rail  fence  was  the  last 
seen  of  Colonel  WilKams.  I  suppose  him  to  be  taken  prisoner.  Our 
loss,  as  it  stands  now,  is  5G  wounded,  10  killed,  and  47  missing.* 

I  must  make  mention  of  some  officers  and  men  that  acted  with  great 
bravery:  First  is  our  colonel,  William  0.  Williams.  Adjt.  Joseph  C. 
Hodges  was  among  the  most  efficient  and  brave ;  Acting  Lieut.  Joseph 
W.  Burch,  Company  A ;  Lieutenants  Guusonhouser  and  Thomas,  Com- 
pany F ;  Getty  and  Murray,  Company  B  ;  Wilson,  Company  K ;  Hil- 
debrand.  Company  E ;   acting  lieutenants.  Company  G ;   Lieutenants 

*  But  see  r  3vi8ed  statement,  p.  213. 
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Story,  Company  C  ;  King,  Company  H,  and  Shell,  Company  D  ;  Acting 
Lieutenant  Belknap,  Company  I.  Color  Bearer  Owen  L.  Shaw,  Company 
C,  acted  with  distinguished  bravery,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  our  men 
and  officers  acted  finely. 

Many  things  I  am  obliged  to  omit,  for  want  of  room,  and  poor  health. 
I  must,  however,  not  close  without  giving  our  brigade  commander  high 
praise  and  credit  for  his  coolness,  bravery,  and  judgment  upon  those 
eventful  days. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ALDRICH, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Forty  fourth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Colonel  Fyffe, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade^  Third  Division. 

P.  S. — I  would  state  that  on  December  31  1  had  my  horse  shot. 


^o.  156. 

Refport  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Diclc,  Eighty -sixth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Eighty- sixth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

My  command  arrived  in  front  of  Murfreesborough  at  8  p.  m.  Decem- 
ber 30,  1862. 

On  the  following  morning  the  regiment  numbered  368,  rank  and  file. 
About  noon  of  December  31,  with  the  brigade,  we  were  marched  in  line 
of  battle  across  the  Nashville  turnpike  road,  about  one-half  mile  south, 
across  an  open  field  to  the  skirt  of  a  heavy  wood,  in  which  the  enemy 
lay  concealed  in  heavy  force.  My  regiment  was  on  the  extreme  right 
of  the  brigade.  We  were  halted  behind  a  fence  at  the  edge  of  the  wood, 
to  await  tie  arrival  of  troops  to  come  up  to  support  us  on  the  right,  who 
failed  to  come.  Our  right  was  totally  exposed  to  the  enemy,  who  im- 
mediately attacked  us  in  overwhelming  numbers  in  front,  our  right  flank 
extending  around  partially  to  the  rear  of  our  right  wing. 

Our  regiment  fought  bravely  until  their  ranks  were  being  rapidly  cut 
down  and  thinned,  when  we  fell  back  to  the  turnpike  road,  where  a  por- 
tion of  them  again  rallied,  with  portions  of  other  regiments  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  drove  the  enemy  back. 

Our  loss  in  the  engagement  was  as  follows :  Commissioned  officers 
killed,  1;  wounded,  5;  missing  2.  Enlisted  men  killed,  33;  wounded, 
54;  missing,  99.  Total  officers  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  8;  en- 
listed men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  186 ;  aggregate,  194. 

Both  color-bearers  were  shot  down  and  the  colors  left  on  the  field. 

On  the  following  morning  we  were  marched  some  mile  and  a  half 
across  Stone^s  River  to  the  front,  and  placed  in  line  of  battle  early  in 
the  day,  where  we  skirmished  with  the  enemj^  all  day,  lying  on  our 
arms  that  night. 

The  next  day  we  occupied  the  same  ground,  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  till  3  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  in  vast  numbers  attacked  the  right 
of  our  line,  composed  of  the  First  and  Third  Brigades  of  our  division, 
which  maintained  the  ground,  fighting  obstinately  for  some  time,  when 
they  were  forced  to  yield  to  superior  numbers,  and  fell  back,  when  our 
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regiment  fell  back  to  a  high  piece  of  ground,  near  a  house  on  the  hill, 
some  100  rods  to  the  rear,  where  we  again  made  a  stand,  again  rallied 
with  other  troops,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  field,  retaking  and 
holding  onr  former  position.     Our  loss  here  was  1  private  wounded. 

Captains  Frazee,  of  Company  A;  Dick,  of  Company  C;  Lieutenants 
Hixson,  of  Company  D,  and  Gillilan,  of  Company  I,  were  wounded  in 
the  fight  of  the  first  day  and  compelled  to  remain  at  the  hospital. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  Capt.  Philip  Gemraer  was  present  with 
his  command  during  the  whole  of  the  different  actions,  rendering  effi- 
cient service  and  aid. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  DICK, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Eighty -sixth  Regiment  Indiana  Vohmteers. 

Col.  James  P.  Fyffe, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  Third  Div.,  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 


No.  167. 

Report  of  Maj.  Dwight  Jarvis,  jr.,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

January  — ,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  part  taken  by 
the  Thirteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  in  the  series  of  bat- 
tles before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  commencing  December  30,  1862, 
and  terminafcing  January  3,  1863 : 

On  Wednesday,  at  8  a.  m.,  our  regiment,  under  command  of  Col. 
Joseph  G.  Hawkins,  was  ordered  in  from  outpost  duty,  and  took  our 
place  in  line.  Soon  after,  we  started  for  the  south  side  of  Stone^s  River, 
but  got  but  a  short  distance  when,  by  your  orders,  we  countermarched 
at  double-quick  a  distance  of  about  1  mile,  to  a  corn-field  on  the  right 
of  the  Murfreesborough  road,  to  repel  an  attack  of  cavalry  upon  our 
train.  Our  lines  were  here  formed,  my  regiment  occupying  the  right 
of  the  Second  Brigade.  The  enemy  being  driven  from  the  field  by  our 
cavalry  and  artillery,  my  regiment  was  not  engaged,  and  about  10 
o'clock,  under  your  directions,  took  a  position  in  the  woods  south  of 
the  corn-field. 

My  regiment  was  now  ordered  to  cover  the  Fifty -ninth  Ohio,  which, 
with  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana,  formed  the  first  line  of  attack,  my  regi- 
ment, with  the  Eighty-sixth  Indiana,  on  its  right,  forming  the  second 
line.  In  consequence  of  the  unevenness  of  the  ground  and  the  density 
of  the  thicket,  it  was  difficult  to  keep  our  lines  properly,  but,  on  emerg- 
ing from  the  woods  into  the  open  field  beyond,  we  advanced  regularly 
to  the  edge  of  the  next  woods.  The  first  line  having  advanced  some  20 
yards  into  the  woods,  my  regiment  was  ordered  to  lie  down.  Now  it 
became  evident  that  the  enemy  was  attempting  to  outflank  us  upon  the 
right ;  and  this  was  reported  to  you,  but  just  at  that  moment  our  first 
line  was  attacked,  and  it  was  compelled  to  fall  back  in  some  disorder 
and  over  my  men,  who  were  lying  down  close  to  the  fence. 

At  this  moment  our  gallant  colonel  fell,  mortally  wounded,  while  en- 
couraging the  men  to  keep  cool  and  to  fire  low;  and  the  command  de- 
volved upon  myself.  I  held  the  position  until  the  enemy  completely 
outflanked  us,  and  was  then  compelled  to  fall  back  in  disorder  to  the 
line  of  reserves,  where  I  rallied  my  command,  and  this  time  drove  the 
enemy  back,  they  now  being  in  the  open  field,  while  we  had  the  advan- 
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tage  of  the  cover  of  the  woods.    We  inflicted  considerable  loss  upon 
them  in  killed  and  wounded,  besides  cai)turing  some  30  prisoners. 

My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  quite  severe,  Col.  J.  G.  Hawkins  and 
Second  Lieut.  J.  0.  Whi taker  being  killed,  together  with  27  enlisted 
men.  Oapt.  E.  M.  Mast,  Lieuts.  John  Murphy,  John  E.  Ray,  S.  C. 
Gould,  John  Fox  (since  dead),  and  Thomas  J.  Stone  were  wounded,  and 
68  enlisted  men,  besides  39  missing. 

No  other  movement  of  importance  in  which  my  regiment  participated 
occurred  until  Friday,  January  2,  when  we  occupied  tho,  extreme  left 
of  our  lines  on  the  south  side  of  Stone  River,  having  talcen  our  position 
the  day  previous  under  your  immediate  supervision. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d  my  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward,  and 
by  their  vigilance  I  was  enabled  to  report  to  you  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  and  the  probability  of  an  attack,  as  the  enemy  were  massing 
troops  on  our  right  and  artillery  had  moved  to  my  front. 

At  3  p.  m.  the  firing  of  the  skirmishers  on  the  right  plainly  indicated 
the  enemy's  advance,  and  in  half  an  hour  after  their  infantry  engaged 
the  brigade  on  our  right,  their  lines  being  formed  diagonally  to  our  front. 
My  regiment  was  not  exposed  to  the  infantry  j  but  a  battery  opened 
upon  our  front  with  grape  and  canister,  so  that  I  was  compelled  to  order 
a  retrograde  movement,  which  was  executed  in  as  good  order  as  was 
possible.  At  about  300  yards  I  made  a  stand  again,  but  by  this  time 
their  battery  occupied  our  former  position  in  line,  and  we  were  ordered 
to  fall  back  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  was  done  in  good  order. 
Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  10  enlisted  men  wounded  and  30  missing. 

The  following  exhibits  a  detailed  account  of  my  casualties  in  both 
engagements,  viz :  Killed — Col.  J.  G.  Hawkins,  Second  Lieut.  J.  C.  Whit- 
aker :  enlisted  men,  29.  Wounded — Capt.  E.  M.  Mast ;  First  Lieuts. 
John  Murphy,  John  E.  Ray,  and  Samuel  C.  Gould ;  Second  Lieuts.  John 
Fox  (since  died)  and  Thomas  J.  Stone j  enlisted  men,  79.  Missing — 69. 
Aggregate  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  185. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  JARYIS,  Jk., 
Major,  Comdg.  Thirteenth  Regt.  Ohio  Yoh  Infantry. 

Col.  James  P.  Fyffe, 

Comdg,  2d  Brig,,  3d  Div.,  Left  Wing,  l^th  Army  Corps, 


No.  158. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col,  William  Howard,  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Fifty-ninth  Regiment  Ohio  Yol.  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  5,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  the  Fifty-ninth 
Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  your  command,  of  the  battles 
from  December  31,  1862,  to  January  3,  1863. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  my  command  was  formed  at  4  o'clock, 
in  accordance  with  previous  orders,  and,  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade, 
started  at  8  o'clock  to  take  position  on  the  left,  when  we  received  orders 
to  march  immediately  to  defend  the  wagon  train  against  the  attack  of 
the  enemy,  which  was  done  with  promptness,  and  they  were  driven 
back  with  loss,  and  the  whole  train  was  saved. 

We  then  received  orders  to  march  back  and  take  position  on  the  right 
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of  Colonel  Beatty's  command,  in  front,  as  our  forces  were  hard  pressed 
at  that  point,  in  line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward  to  attack  the  enemy ; 
and  after  moving  across  the  woods  we  came  into  an  open  field,  which 
we  moved  rapidly  across  until  we  reached  the  woods,  and  my  skir- 
mishers soon  discovered  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  and  in  strong  position 
in  front,  and  fired  upon  him  and  fell  back  to  the  line,  which  I  imme- 
diately ordered  forward  and  made  the  attack ;  and  after  firing  upon 
them  several  rounds,  and  holding  them  in  check  for  some  time,  we  were 
forced  back  by  superior  numbers  about  20  paces,  when,  by  the  prompt 
assistance,  of  my  of&cers.,  we  succeeded  in  rallying  the  regiment  and 
took  position  behind  a  fence,  and  then  poured  volley  after  volley  into 
the  advancing  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  held  them  in  check  until  Major 
Frambes,  upon  the  right,  informed  me  that  we  were  being  flanked  upon 
that  wing  and  that  the  balance  of  the  brigade  was  falling  back,  when  I 
gave  the  order  to  fall  back,  inclining  to  the  right  in  a  skirt  of  woods, 
and  thereby  protecting,  to  a  great  extent,  my  command  against  a  most 
galling  fire  in  rear,  and,  to  some  extent,  a  flanking  fire  also. 

My  officers  again  coming  promptly  to  my  assistance,  we  succeeded 
in  rallying  the  regiment  again,  and  moved  to  the  right,  through  the 
woods  in  front  of  the  enemy,  and  by  a  well-directed  fire  checked  his 
onward  movement,  and  held  him  at  that  position  until  the  balance  of 
the  brigade  was  put  in  position,  when  we  moved  forward  and  drove  the 
enemy  from  the  field  with  great  slaughter  and  in  complete  disorder. 
We  then,  by  your  orders,  took  a  strong  position  in  the  woods,  and  I 
threw  forward  my  skirmishers ;  but  the  enemy,  although  making  several 
demonstrations  on  the  right,  did  not  dare  again  to  approach.  We  held 
our  position  until  darkness  closed  the  controversy  for  the  day. 

We  then,  during  the  night,  moved  to  the  left  and  went  into  camp, 
but  were  soon  ordered  to  get  into  line  of  battle,  and  there  remained 
until  daylight,  when  we  moved  across  Stone^s  Eiver  and  took  position 
upon  the  extreme  left,  and  during  that  day  had  heavy  skirmishing,  until 
night  ended  the  fight. 

On  the  next  morning  we  were  ordered  to  form  in  column  of  divisions 
and  take  position  near  the  woods  and  throw  out  our  skirmishers,  who 
soon  came  in  collision  with  the  enemy^s,  and  each  in  turn  advanced  and 
fell  back  until  about  11  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  got  a  battery  in  posi- 
tion and  commenced  to  throw  an  occasional  shell  in  the  direction  of 
our  line,  evidently  feeling  our  position,  when,  by  your  orders,  Major 
Frambes  moved  my  command  back  and  took  position  upon  some  low 
ground,  and  gave  the  order  to  lie  close,  to  protect  themselves  against 
the  enemy's  shells,  and  there  remained  until  about  2  o'clock,  when  the 
skirmishers  were  driven  in,  when  I  gave  the  orders  to  Major  Frambes 
to  deploy  in  line  and  move  forward  near  the  woods.  About  that  time 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  planting  a  second  battery  directly  in  our  front, 
and  commenced  to  throw  shells,  when  we  again  laid  close  to  the  ground. 
The  enemy  then  planted  another  battery  still  farther  upon  his  right  and 
our  left. 

About  3  o'clock  our  skirmishers  were  driven  in,  and  it  was  very  soon 
apparent  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  in  force  to  attack,  and  at 
that  time  he  opened  with  musketry  and  artillery  along  his  whole  line, 
and  moved  forward  upon  our  forces  in  five  heavy  columns  of  brigades ; 
but  in  his  movement  all  in  front  of  us  was  entirely  clear  of  our  army, 
and  his  right  had  passed  our  right,  and  we  were  about  wheeling  to  give 
him  a  flank  fire,  when  we  discovered  emerging  from  the  woods  the  same 
number  of  his  columns,  moving  with  his  right  upon  our  left  and  passing 
us,  when  Major  Frambes  was  ordered  to  fall  back  with  the  command, 
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which  order  was  execuiecl  in  excellent  style  until  the  enemy,  by  his  ter 
rible  discharges  of  musketry  and  artillery  and  the  weight  of  his  columns, 
bore  down  and  threw  into  disorder  our  whole  lines,  when  we  were  thrown 
back  in  confusion,  but  succeeded  in  again  rallying  our  line  at  a  fence  in 
our  rear ;  but  all  in  vain,  for  no  human  power  of  our  strength  could 
withstand  such  a  force. 

But  about  that  time  the  scene  was  destined  to  change.  Our  artillery 
and  musketry  opened  upon  their  advancing  ranks  and  columns  with 
fearful  destruction,  but  still  he  moved  steadily  forward.  At  that  time 
every  officer  in  my  command  seemed  aroused  to  a  sudden  sense  of  duty, 
and  dashed  in  to  rally  what  he  could  for  a  grand  stand,  without  refer- 
ence to  a  general  rallying  of  the  regiment,  and  went  into  this  terrible 
battle.  Major  Frambes  taking  command  of  one  wing.  Adjutant  Holter 
of  another,  and  each  officer  with  all  he  could  gather  j  and  at  that  time  the 
fight  became  terribly  fearful,  and  the  enemy  was  turned  and  thrown 
into  complete  confusion,  and  was  driven,  with  awful  slaughter,  from  the 
field.  And  I  am  proud  to  say  that  every  officer  and  soldier  in  my 
command  did  his  whole  duty,  and  we  gained,  on  that  day,  a  magnificent 
victory. 

We  lost,  during  the  several  battles  from  December  31  to  January  3, 
in  killed,  3 ;  wounded,  37,  and  we  had  45  missing,  very  few  of  whom 
were  captured  by  the  enemy,  many  of  them  being  ordered  to  guard  the 
train  to  Nashville. 

My  command  in  the  several  battles  captured  56  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  1  captain  and  1  lieutenant.  We  commenced  these  battles  with  291 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  we  have  now  for  duty  206  officers  and  men.  I 
had  2  officers  wounded  and  there  are  2  missing.  It  is  due  to  my  com- 
mand to  state  that  one  part  of  them  assisted  in  taking  the  battery  which 
was  captured. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  awarding  due  praise  to  my  officers, 
and  in  doing  this  I  must  name  them  here,  so  that  the  world  may  know 
who  have  actually  played  a  prominent  part  in  these  splendid  victories 
before  Murfreesborough,  that  must  electrify  the  world,  and  cause  every 
true  Union  man's  heart  to  thrill  for  joy.  I  can,  under  all  circumstances, 
rely  upon  Major  Frambes,  who  was  everywhere  present  in  the  very  hot- 
test of  the  battle,  fearless  of  his  own  safety.  He  deserves  his  country's 
praise.  Adjutant  Holter,  amid  showers  of  bullets,  carried  my  every 
order  to  any  part  of  the  field,  regardless  of  his  own  safety.  Let  his 
country  do  him  justice.  Lieutenants  Woods  and  Kibbler  deserve  to  be 
remembered  by  those  who  may  live  after  them.  Captains  Vanosdol  and 
Sargent,  and  Lieutenants  Stevens  and  Smith  can  be  relied  upon  in  any 
emergency  j  and  it  was  truly  a  source  of  pleasure  to  me  to  see  Oapt.  L. 
J.  Egbert  move  steadily  forward  in  battle.  He  deserves  his  country's 
honor.  Lieut.  John  O'Connor,  after  being  severely  wounded  in  the  hand, 
bound  it  up  himself,  and  he  continued  in  command  until  night,  at  which 
time  he  had  his  finger  amputated,  and  was  compelled  to  leave  the  field. 
Tlie  name  of  such  a  patriot  will  live  after  him.  Captain  Hill  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  face,  and  was  compelled  to  retire.  A  better 
officer  I  do  not  want. 

My  surgeons,  T3rs.  Hays  and  Gordon,  have  my  sincerest  thanks  for 
their  prompt  attention  to  the  wounded. 

Companies  F,  G,  and  H  were  commanded  by  Sergts.  Jesse  Ellis,  Cohen, 
Hawkins,  and  Riley,  each  of  whom  deserves  a  commission,  because  they 
fairly  earned  them. 

My  color-bearers  did  not  allow  their  flags  to  trail  in  the  dust,  but 
brought  them  safely  from  the  field.     In  a  word,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
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with  my  whole  command,  and  believe  the  Fifty -ninth  Ohio  Volunteei 
Infantry  has,  in  those  four  terrible  days,  faithfully  discharged  its  duty, 
and  deserves  the  country's  admiration  and  esteem. 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  HOWARD, 

Lieutenant' Colonel  J  Gomdg.  Fifty -ninth  Regt.  Ohio  Vol,  Infantry, 

James  P.  Fyffe, 

Golonelj  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 


No.  159. 


Report  of  Col.  Samuel   W.  Pricey  Twenty-first  Kentucky  Infantry,  com 

manding  Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Left  Wing,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

January  6, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  the 
Third  Brigade,  which  I  command  (composed  of  the  Fifty-first  Ohio, 
Eighth  and  Twenty  first  Kentucky,  Thirty-fifth  Indiana,  and  the  Nine- 
ty-ninth Ohio  Infantry  Regiments),  took  in  the  action  near  Murfrees- 
borough  since  the  31st  ultimo : 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  my  brigade  was  ordered  from  the 
position  it  held  on  the  north  of  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough 
Railroad,  across  and  on  the  east  side  of  Stone's  River,  crossing  the  river 
at  a  ford  about  1  mile  below  where  the  railroad  bridge  crosses  it.  At 
the  top  of  the  hill,  and  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  river,  on  the 
east  side,  I  formed  my  brigade  on  the  left  of  the  First  Brigade,  then 
commanded  by  Col.  Samuel  Beatty.  No  sooner  had  1  thus  formed  the 
brigade  than  an  order  came  from  Brigadier-General  Yan  Oleve,  then 
commanding  the  Third  Division,  for  my  brigade  to  cross  the  river  at 
the  same  ford,  and  for  me  to  arrange  it  so  as  to  overlook  and  command 
the  ford.  I  accordingly  recrossed,  and  stationed  the  bri gade  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Regiment  on  the  riglit  of  the  front  line, 
Third  Wisconsin  Battery  (commanded  by  Lieutenant  Livingston)  on  the 
left  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  Fifty-first  Ohio  on  the  left  of  the  artillery, 
and  Thirty- fifth  Indiana  Regiment  on  the  left  of  the  Fifty-first  Ohio. 
The  second  or  rear  line  was  formed  by  the  Twenty-first  Kentucky  and 
Ninety-ninth  Ohio  Regiments,  Twenty-first  Kentucky  on  the  right,  and 
the  Ninety -ninth  Ohio  on  the  left. 

During  the  entire  day  severe  fighting  was  going  on  with  the  right 
wing  and  the  center.  The  battle-field  was  perfectly  visible  from  the 
position  I  held,  and  although  frequently  in  range  of  the  enemy's  cannon, 
and  exposed  at  times  to  their  bursting  shells  and  solid  shot,  the  men 
and  officers  of  my  command  were  perfectly  cool  and  composed,  and 
remained  in  ranks  and  conducted  themselves  as  became  soldiers  and 
officers. 

About  2  p.  m.  300  or  400  rebel  cavalry  appeared  on  the  east  and  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  and  made  a  dash  at  a  number  of  Government 
wagons  containing  camp  equipage.  Before  they  reached  the  wagons. 
Lieutenant  Livingston,  ever  vigilant  and  prompt  in  the  performance  of 
his  duties,  opened  a  sharp  fire  of  artillery  on  them,  Killing  3  of  them 
and  somewhat  confusing  the  remainder.     Notwithstanding,  they  sue- 
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ceeded  in  starting  off  a  number  of  the  wagons  ;  but  during  theii  hasty 
retreat  the  artillery  disabled  one  of  the  wagons,  thereby  blockading  the 
road  and  saving  the  wagons  in  rear. 

Expecting  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  afterward  by  the  enemy 
to  cross  the  river,  I  detached  the  Eighth  Kentucky  as  sharpshooters,  to 
command  (under  cover  of  the  bank)  the  ford,  and  prevent  their  success 
in  such  an  attempt.  Afterward  nothing  unusual  occurred  on  that  day, 
and  my  brigade  remained  in  statu  quo. 

On  the  next  morning,  January  1,  I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Beatty 
(who,  by  reason  of  General  Van  Cleve  having  been  disabled  by  a  shell 
in  the  action  of  the  day  previous,  assumed  command  of  the  division)  to 
station  the  brigade  again  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  which  I  accord- 
ingly did,  placing  it  half  a  mile  up  and  perpendicular  to  the  river,  in 
two  lines,  Fifty -first  Ohio  on  the  right  of  the  front  line.  Eighth  Ken- 
tucky in  the  center,  and  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  on  the  left ;  also  the  Third 
Wisconsin  Battery  was  in  the  front  line,  between  the  Eighth  Kentucky 
and  Thirty -fifth  Indiana  Regiments,  the  Twenty -first  Kentucky  and 
Ninety-ninth  Ohio  forming  the  rear  line,  the  Twenty-first  Kentucky  on 
the  right  and  Ninety-ninth  Ohio  on  the  left.  During  the  day  there  was 
heavy  skirmishing  in  our  front,  and  occasionally  bodies  of  cavalry  ap- 
peared in  the  distance  in  front  of  my  command.  Our  artillery  opened 
on  them  at  different  times  and  dispersed  them ;  but  after  the  firing 
ceased  they  reappeared.  At  sundown  our  artillery  was  ordered  back  to 
the  rear,  to  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

The  night  was  passed  without  any  interruption  from  the  enemy,  ex- 
cept about  12  o'clock  there  was  very  sharp  firing  on  the  skirmish  line, 
when  one  of  the  skirmishers,  a  private  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  Regi- 
ment, was  killed. 

On  the  morning  of  January  2,  the  Third  Wisconsin  Battery  was 
ordered  up  and  occupied  its  former  position.  Through  the  day  our 
skirmishers  reported  at  different  times  the  appearance  of  rebel  artillery 
in  our  front,  and  also  of  fifteen  rebel  infantry  regiments  that  seemed  to 
pass  toward  our  left,  which  was  promptly  reported  to  the  commander 
of  the  Third  Division,  Colonel  Beatty.  The  rebel  artillery  frequently 
shelled  the  woods  we  occupied,  and  killed  a  private  of  the  Eighth  Ken- 
tucky, at  the  same  time  tearing  the  colors  of  that  regiment  in  pieces. 
In  the  skirmishing  of  the  day  a  private  of  the  Fifty-first  Ohio  was  killed, 
and  one  or  two  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky  and  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  Regi- 
ments wounded. 

At  3.15  o'clock  the  rebels  advanced  in  force  through  the  corn-field 
in  our  front,  supposed  to  be  a  division.  As  they  advanced  to  our  skir- 
mish line.  Captain  Banton,  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  skirmishers  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Regiment,  was  shot 
and  instantly  killed.  When  they  had  advanced  to  within  gun-shot  of 
our  line,  the  Fifty-first  Ohio  Regiment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  R.  W. 
McClain;  the  Eighth  Kentucky  Regiment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  R. 
May,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  B.  F. 
Mullen,  poured  into  their  ranks  a  deadly  and  effective  fire,  which  seemed, 
for  a  while,  to  stop  their  advancing  column,  but  again  they  advanced 
slowly,  and  here  the  battle  raged  desperately.  The  gallantry  and  cool- 
ness there  evinced  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Fifty-first  Ohio, 
Eighth  Kentucky,  and  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  Regiments  deserve  the 
highest  praise,  and  heartily  do  I  attribute  it  to  them. 

After  these  ftiree  regiments  had  contended  with  the  enemy,  far 
superior  in  numbers  to  my  command,  for  ten  or  twelve  minutes,  and 
under  a  severe  fire  ^f  three  batteries  of  the  enemy  (none  on  our  side  to 
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respond  to  them),  and  seeing  that  to  oppose  thera  further  would  only 
end  in  the  slaughter  of  my  men,  F  ordered  the  front  line  to  fall  back  in 
order,  which  it  did,  as  far  as  possible,  and  for  the  second  or  rear  line, 
composed  of  the  Twenty-first  Kegiment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  J. 
C.  Evans,  and  Ninety- ninth  Ohio  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  P.  T. 
Swaine,  to  fire  on  the  enemy  as  they  advanced.  Their  line  being  broken 
and  confused  by  the  front  line  retiring,  also  was  compelled,  after  a  few 
volleys,  to  fall  back.  The  officers  and  men  of  these  two  regiments  also 
deserve  especial  praise  for  their  gallantry. 

After  crossing  to  the  west  side  of  the  riA^er,  by  the  perseverance  of 
the  officers  a  great  number  of  the  men  were  rallied  and  again  returned 
to  the  scene  of  action,  and  aided  in  the  ultimate  defeat  of  the  enemy. 
All  the  line  officers  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage 
during  the  entire  engagement. 

I  cannot  omit  to  make  honorable  mention  of  a  circumstance  of  the 
scenes  of  the  last  day's  engagement,  which  reflects  great  credit  for  the 
daring  bravery  and  coolness  of  the  parties  concerned.  Corpl.  E.  C. 
Hockensmith,  of  the  color-guard  of  the  Twenty-first  Kentucky  Kegi- 
ment, and  who  carried  the  colors  that  day,  was  confronted  by  a  rebel  in 
tlie  retreat,  and  was  ordered,  while  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  to  surren- 
der, to  which  he  replied,  ^'  Myself  I  will  surrender,  but  my  colors  never," 
at  the  same  moment  throwing  them  into  the  water.  Sergt.  J.  T.  Gunn, 
Company  E,  of  the  same  regiment,  seized  them  and  carried  them  safely 
through  the  battle.     Corporal  Hockensmith  escaped,  and  is  safe. 

I  am  indebted  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  members  of  my  staff,  I  Aeuts. 
John  Clark,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  Carter  B.  Harrison,  act- 
ing assistant  inspector-general,  and  Edward  ISToble,  aide-de-camp,  for 
their  assistance,  who  at  all  times  performed  their  duties  with  intelli- 
gence and  zeal,  and  deserve  especially  the  highest  i)raise  for  valor  and 
efficiency  during  the  action  of  the  2d  instant. 

The  loss  on  both  sides  has  been  very  heavy.  My  loss  in  killed  is 
small  in  proportion  to  the  number  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss,  com- 
pared with  ours,  was  at  least  four  to  one. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  PRICE, 
Colonelj  Comdg.  3d  Brig.,  3d  Div.,  Left  Wing^  14:th  Army  Corps, 

Capt.  E.  A.  Otis, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Division,  Left  Whig. 


Kg.  160. 

Report  of  Col.  Bernard  F.  Mullen,  Thirty-fiftJi  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  (First  Irish)  Thirty -fifth  Regt.  Indi^^na  Vols,, 

In  the  Field,  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  5, 1863. 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  1  have  the  honor  to  report  officially 
to  brigade  headquarters  the  part  my  regiment  took  in  the  battles  since 
December  31,  1862. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31  last,  my  regiment  moved  with  our  bri- 
gade (the  Third)  across  Stone's  River,  and  took  position  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  brigade,  fronting  east.  We  remained  but  a  short  time,  when 
orders  came  to  recross  the  river  and  establish  my  line,  the  right  resting 
upon  the  Fifty  first  Ohio.     When  the  line  was  thus  established,  my  left 
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rested  upon  the  bank  of  the  river.  When  in  this  position  the  action 
commenced  on  our  right,  and  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time  I  found 
hundreds  of  fugitives  and  numerous  wagons  and  ambulances  fleeing  in 
confusion,  and  attempting  to  cross  the  river.  Orders  came  from  you 
to  arrest  the  flight  of  these  fugitives,  and  to  this  end  I  directed  my  men 
to  fix  bayonets  and  halt  the  panic-stricken  soldiers.  To  Capt.  John  P. 
Duf&cy,  acting  major,  and  Adjutant  Scully  I  am  much  indebted,  as  well 
as  the  company  officers,  for  energetic  efforts  to  form  the  recusants  into 
line.  Two  small  battalions  were  formed,  and  under  an  officer  sent  back 
to  the  right  of  the  line.  The  confusion  was  very  great,  and  I  feel  as  if 
it  was  due  to  my  officers  and  men  to  mention  particularly  the  cool  and 
determined  manner  [in  which]  they  brought  order  out  of  confusion. 

A  short  time  after  the  subsidence  of  the  panic  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  I  discovered  a  stampede  arising  among  the  teamsters  who  had 
crossed  on  the  east  side.  An  officer  rode  up  and  informed  me  that  a 
battalion  of  the  enemy ^s  cavalry  was  about  to  charge  upon  and  capture 
the  wagons — among  them  were  two  wagons  belonging  to  the  general- 
in-chief — and  requesting  me,  if  possible,  to  save  them.  I  instantly  put 
the  regiment  in  march  to  the  ford,  in  order  to  meet  the  cavalry  force. 
On  my  road  to  the  ford  I  was  ordered  by  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  Clark  to  form  line  again  on  the  Fifty -first  Ohio.  1  did  so,  and 
saw  the  cavalry  coming  in  full  charge  on  the  train.  At  this  juncture  I 
threw  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  back,  and  opened  a  severe  fire  on 
the  enemy,  the  battery  on  our  right  shelling  him  handsomely  at  the 
same  time.  The  result  was,  the  enemy  remained  but  a  little  while,  and 
managed  to  get  but  a  few  of  the  rear  wagons  away  with  him. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  our  division  (Third)  recrossed  to  the 
east  side  of  the  river.  The  lines  were  formed  in  the  following  order : 
First  line  of  our  brigade  consisted  of  the  Fifty-first  Ohio,  Eighth  Ken- 
tucky, aod  Thirty-fifth  Indiana,  the  latter  regiment  being  posted  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  and  just  behind  a  curtain  of  woodland.  In 
the  rear  of  my  regiment  was  the  Mnety-ninth  Ohio ;  on  the  left  was  the 
Seventy -ninth  Indiana.  In  the  course  of  the  day  I  furnished  three  com- 
panies of  skirmishers,  G,  I,  and  E,  under  Oaptaius  Prosser  and  McKim. 
Skirmishing  was  kept  up  all  day.  In  the  evening  I  relieved  Companies 
E,  I,  and  G  by  sending  out  the  other  seven  companies,  under  command 
of  Captain  Dufficy. 

At  midnight  the  enemy  undertook  to  drive  in  my  skirmishers  by  a 
vigorous  assault.  I  am  proud  to  report  that  in  this  they  signally  failed. 
The  line  of  skirmishers  never  gave  an  inch.  On  the  contrary,  in  the 
gallant  ardor  of  the  moment,  they  drove  the  enemy  beyond  his  own  line 
and  established  the  Thirty-fifth  upon  it.  In  this  affair  I  lost  1  man 
killed  and  2  wounded.  Captain  Dufficy  on  the  right,  and  Captain  Crowe 
upon  the  left  of  skirmishers,  behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry. 

At  daylight  I  found  it  necessary  to  relieve  the  line  of  skirmishers,  as 
they  had  been  all  night  and  part  of  the  preceding  day  without  rest  or 
nourishment.  An  order  came  from  brigade  headquarters  for  every 
regiment  to  throw  out  in  front  of  their  own  line  two  companies  of  skir- 
mishers. The  skirmishers  from  my  regiment  were  under  command  of 
Capt.  James  McKira,  a  cool  and  daring  officer. 

All  day  of  the  2d  instant,  skirmishing  kept  up  heavy  in  the  entire 
front.  About  2  i).  m.  a  rebel  battery  opened  upon  us  and  threw  solid 
shot  and  shell  until  4  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy,  in  force,  advanced  upon 
us.  1  had  directed  my  men  to  lie  down  and  fix  bayonets,  and  in  uo 
case  to  fire  until  I  gave  the  word.  The  skirmishing  became  very  brisk, 
and  my  skirmishers  came  in,  fell  into  line  with  the  regiment,  reporting 
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to  me  the  approach  of  an  immense  force.  The  enemy  a<lvance(l  steadily 
in  column  by  regiment,  en  Schelon, 

When  within  a  short  distance  of  the  line  of  the  Fifty-first  Ohio  and 
Eighth  Kentucky,  the  first  brigade  of  the  enemy  came  into  line,  and 
both  parties  opened  a  crashing  fire  of  musketry.  The  enemy's  second 
brigade  came  up  to  the  work,  yelling — they  were  immediately  in  my 
front.  I  considered  it  best  to  let  them  advance  to  within  30  or  40  paces 
of  my  line,  as  I  believed  they  had  no  knowledge  of  my  i)osition,  before 
I  opened  my^re.  When  their  right  flank  was  immediately  opposite 
my  line,  I  gave  the  order  to  rise  and  fire.  With  a  deafening  cheer  the 
order  was  gallantly  obeyed.  A  plunging  volley  staggered  the  advanc- 
ing columns,  and  before  the  enemy  could  recover  his  surprise  my  regi- 
ment had  reloaded  and  commenced  a  well -aimed  and  telling  file  fire. 
The  flash  and  rattle  of  my  musketry  gave  information  to  the  battery  in 
my  front,  which  opened  furiously  upon  me.  The  close  proximity  of  the 
belligerent  lines  obliged  the  gunners  to  throw  their  shells  to  my  rear 
and  solid  shot  to  my  extreme  left.  This  accounts  for  the  left  wing  suf- 
fering so  much  more  than  the  right.  After  twenty  minutes  of  a  mur- 
derous fire  from  the  enemy,  and  seeing  that  he  was  steadily  advancing 
upon  the  regiments  on  my  right  and  left,  I  called  for  the  Ninety-ninth 
Ohio  to  come  forward  and  support  me.  I  intended  to  have  tried  the 
virtue  of  the  bayonet,  according  to  the  instructions  of  our  much- 
respected  general-in -chief.  I  regret  very  much  to  say,  after  two  appeals 
to  the  Ninety-ninth  Ohio,  that  regiment  failed  to  come  forward.  The 
right  wing  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  was  now  engaged,  and  the 
whole  of  our  brigade  line  on  our  right.  Through  all  this  terrible  fire  of 
musketry  and  shell,  I  am  proud  to  say  not  a  single  officer  or  man 
flinched. 

The  enemy  soon  pressed  forward.  In  my  rear  the  Ninety-ninth  Ohio 
had  gone  from  the  field.  The  Seventy-ninth  Indiana  then  gave  way 
under  this  terrific  pressure.  The  regiments  on  my  right,  the  Fifty -first 
Ohio  and  Eighth  Kentucky,  were  slowly  retiring,  and  fighting  heroic- 
ally. At  the  end  of  forty-three  minutes  of  a  desperate  and  unequal  con- 
test, I  found  the  enemy  completely  around  my  flanks.  To  prevent  a 
useless  destruction  of  life,  or  entire  capture  of  my  regiment,  I  gave  the 
order  to  retire.  I  was  obliged  to  repeat  it,  and  even  then  the  brave 
fellows  complied  reluctantly — many  refused,  and  they  were  either  killed 
or  captured. 

On  reaching  the  river,  in  onr  rear  some  400  yards,  I  rallied  the  torn 
ranks  of  my  regiment.  Here  were  the  remaining  fragments  of  the  Fifty- 
first  Ohio,  Eighth  and  Twenty-first  Kentucky,  with  some  other  regi- 
ments that  I  cannot  now  designate.  A  bold  and  determined  fire  was 
opened  by  this  new-formed  line.  The  enemy  paused,  fought,  and  then 
at  last  broke  and  fled,  our  men  pursuing  them  with  cheers  and  a  heavy 
straggling  fire.  So  deafening  was  the  musketry,  I  did  net  hear  or  know 
a  single  piece  of  artillery  was  giving  us  any  aid  until  I  reached  the  crest 
of  the  hill  in  the  wood  upon  our  right.  The  enemy  made  one  stand 
more  on  this  hill ;  it  was  but  momentary,  for  our  brave  lads  were  upon 
them,  and  they  fled,  never  again  to  rally. 

In  my  efforts,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  to  ascertain  what  officer  or 
man  particularly  distinguished  hiniself  for  gallantry,  or  disgraced  him- 
self by  cowardice,  I  asked  a  special  report  from  officers  commanding 
companies.  I  received  but  one  report :  They  commanded  a  body  of 
heroes.  My  own  observation  goes  to  indorse  the  trutlifulness  of  these 
officers'  reports.  In  the  rush  for  the  advance,  portions  of  the  Thirty- 
fifth  Indiana,  Fifty  first  Ohio,  Eighth  and  Twe«nty-first  Kentucky  reached 
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the  eDemy\s  battery.  The  boys  of  the  Fifty -first  claim  one  piece,  their 
comrades  of  the  Thirty  fifth  another.  To  do  justice,  1  think  your  entire 
brigade  was  freely  represented  in  the  capture  of  these  pieces.  Where 
272  men  stand  unflinchingly,  for  forty  three  minutes,  a  combined  fire;  of 
musketry  and  artillery  at  close  range,  it  is  certainly  hard  to  give  to  any 
one  a  pre-eminence  for  gallantry.  I  had  but  few  officers  with  me;  each 
and  every  one  had  some  peculiar  tact  of  excellence,  some  one  splendid 
soldierly  virtue. 

In  conclusion,  I  feel  obliged  to  call  attention  to  the  splendid  conduct 
of  my  adjutant,  John  Scully.  His  escape  was  a  miracle,  freely  expos- 
ing himself,  and  cheering  the  men  throughout  the  action  to  deeds  of 
valor.  Serg.  Maj.  Eobert  Stock  dale  fought  desperately,  but  coolly  ;  he 
deserves  particular  mention,  not  only  for  his  conduct  on  this  field,  but 
for  the  faithful  and  cheerful  manner  he  has  ever  performed  his  duties. 
To  Dr.  Averdick,  my  surgeon,  I  must  acknowledge  valuable  services ; 
brave  and  defiant  on  the  field,  he  is  kind  and  attentive  in  the  hospital 
wards.  Quartermaster  Igoe  was  on  the  field,  attentive  to  the  wounded, 
using  every  effort  to  have  them  carefully  transported  to  the  rear.  By 
10  o^clock  that  night  not  a  wounded  man  of  the  Thirty-fifth  could  be 
found  on  the  field.  To  Father  Cooney,  our  chaplain,  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given.  Indifferent  as  to  himself,  he  was  deeply  solicitous 
for  the  temporal  comfort  and  spiritual  welfare  of  us  all.  On  the  field 
he  was  cool  and  indifferent  to  dauger,  and  in  the  name  of  the  regimeut 
I  thank  him  for  his  kindness  and  laborious  attention  to  the  dead  and 
dving. 

B.  F.  MULLEN, 
Colonel  Thirty-fifth  Indiana. 

Ool.  S.  W.  Price, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


No.  161. 


Report  of  Maj,  Green  B.  Broaddus,  Eighth  KentucJcy  Infantry^  of  engage- 
ment January  2. 

Headquarters  Eighth  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

January  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  Eighth  Eegiment  Kentucky  Volunteers  in  the  battle  of  January 
2,  near  Murfrees borough  : 

On  January  1  we  took  position  near  the  crest  of  a  hill,  the  Fifty-first 
Ohio  being  on  our  right  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  on  our  left.  Noth- 
ing of  special  interest  occurred  until  the  morning  of  the  2d,  when  brisk 
skirmishing  began  along  the  whole  line,  and  continued  until  about  2 
o'clock,  when  the  enemy  advanced  with  infantry  and  artillery.  The 
battle  soon  became  general,  and,  the  enemy  ])ressing  hard  upon  the 
Fifty-first  Oliio,  forced  them  to  retire,  giving  the  enemy  an  opportunity 
to  gain  our  right  flank  and  rear,  which  they  lost  no  time  in  accomplish- 
ing. Both  men  and  officers  of  my  regiment  fought  with  becoming 
]>ravery,  coolness,  and  determination  until  flanked  on  the  right  and  left; 
and,  seeii^g  no  chance  to  stay  the  onward  course  of  the  enemj^,  we  retired 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  just  in  time  to  save  our  capture. 

Capt.  John  B.  Banton.  of  Company  F,  was  killed  early  in  the  action, 
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while  gallantly  comiDaiidiiig  a  line  of  skirmishers.     We  lost  7  killed  on 
the  field,  7  officers  wounded,  2  of  whom  have  since  diedj  69  men  wounded, 
12  of  whom  have  since  died,  and  27  missing. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  B,  BliOADDUS, 
Major ^  Coinmayiding  Eiyhth  Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Col.  Stanley  Matthews, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade, 


No.  162. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Gol.  James   G.  Evans^  Twenty-first  Kentucky  Infantry^ 

of  engagement  January  2. 

Headquarters  Twenty-first  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  3,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  took  my  position,  with  the  rest  of 
the  brigade,  on  Thursday  morning  (1st),  on  the  Murfreesborough  side  of 
Stone's  Eiver,  the  Fifty  first  Ohio,  Eighth  Kentucky,  and  Thirty-fifth 
Indiana  in  the  first  line,  running  nearly  north  and  south  and  fronting 
east,  and  my  regiment  and  the  I^inety-ninth  Ohio  in  the  second  line ; 
my  regiment  in  rear  of  the  Fifty-first,  the  Ninety-ninth  in  rear  of  the 
Thirty-fifth.  During  that  day  nothing  of  importance  occurred,  save  the 
continual  firing  of  the  skirmishers. 

On  Friday  (2d),  Companies  F  and  D,  of  my  regiment,  were  ordered 
out  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  division,  as  skirmishers,  and  Company  B 
on  the  right,  next  to  the  river.  During  the  fight  of  that  day.  Companies 
F  and  D  did  not  come  under  my  observation,  but  I  am  assured  by  Captain 
Evans,  who  commanded  the  two  companies,  that  the  men  behaved  like 
true  soldiers.  Special  mention  was  made  of  the  coolness  and  bravery 
of  Lieut.  Frederick  Temple,  commanding  Company  D.  All  the  morning 
the  skirmishing  continued.  About  1  p.  m.  the  rebel  artillery  commenced 
throwing  shells  among  us,  greatly  to  our  annoyance.  At  this  time  our 
artillery  was  withdrawn  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  all.  It  seems  that  our  little  brigade  had  been  forgotten,  or  was 
left  there  all  alone  to  be  sacrificed,  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy  on,  which 
latter  turned  out  to  be  the  case. 

Near  3  o'clock  the  rebel  column  advanced.  I  could  see  Company  B, 
as  they  slowly  fell  back,  fighting  with  the  coolness  and  courage  of  vet- 
erans. On  they  came,  and  when  within  30  or  40  yards  of  our  line  the 
Fifty-first  and  Eighth  arose  and  i)oured  into  them  a  destructive  fire. 
These  two  regiments  fought  like  tigers — longer,  too,  than  could  have 
been  expected  under  the  circumstances.  I,  being  interested  in  the  fight 
in  front,  failed  to  notice  the  rebels  advancing  around  our  right,  until 
they  completely  flanked  us.  By  this  time  the  Eighth  and  Fifty-first 
were  driven  back,  and  I  at  once  ordered  my  men  to  rise  and  fall  back, 
but  to  fight  as  they  went,  which  they  did. 

We  were  driven  back  some  200  yards,  to  the  bed  of  the  river,  where 
I  rallied  my  men,  but  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Beatty,  who  commanded 
the  division,  to  cross  the  river,  and  rally  the  men  behind  the  batteries. 
We  crossed,  but,  owing  to  the  firing  of  our  artillery  and  the  fresh  troops 
coming  into  line,  my  men  were  so  scattered  that  it  was  impossible  to 
rally  all  of  them  together  j  but  I  am  glad  to  state  that  they  all  rallied 
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upon  one  regiment  or  another,  and  again  went  in,  and  remained  during 
the  fight.     I  have  no  censure  for  a  single  man  of  my  command,  but  the 
highest  praise  for  them  all.     I  did  not  see  the  Thirty  fifth  and  Ninety - 
ninth  during  the  engagement. 
My  loss,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  was  55. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  EYANS, 
Lieut.  Col,  Iwenty -first  KentucJcy  VoLs.,  Comdg.  Regt. 

Col.  S.  W.  Price, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


No.  163. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  W.  McClain,  Fifty  first  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqrs.  Fifty-first  Regt.  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough^  Tenn.,  January  — ,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Fifty-first  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  in  front  of 
Murfreesborough  during  the  late  engagement : 

On  our  arrival  at  Stone\s  River,  on  Monday  evening,  December  29, 
1862,  my  regiment  was  ordered  on  picket  duty,  to  take  post  to  the  left 
of  the  pickets  of  General  Wood^s  division,  where  we  remained  until 
Wednesday  morning,  December  31,  when  we  received  orders  to  rejoin 
our  brigade,  which  was  then  en  route  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  Stone's 
River.  After  we  had  crossed  over,  the  Fifty-first  was  assigned  its  posi- 
tion in  the  center  of  the  first  line  of  battle ;  the  Eighth  Kentucky  on 
our  right,  and  the  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  Infantry  on  our  left.  We  had  not 
been  in  line  of  battle  over  half  an  hour,  when  I  received  orders  to  re- 
cross  the  river  and  take  position  opposite  the  ford,  where  we  remained 
until  1  I),  m.,  when  the  enemy's  cavalry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
made  a  dash  at  our  hospital  wagons,  which  had  not  yet  recrossed. 
Thereupon  the  Fifty-first  was  ordered  to  change  position  some  40  paces 
to  the  rear,  in  order  to  open  the  way  for  one  of  our  batteries  to  open 
fire  upon  the  enemy.  We  remained  in  that  position  until  3  p.  m.  The 
enemy's  shot  commenced  falling  among  us,  and  we  were  again  ordered 
to  change  our  position  about  100  yards  to  the  rear,  and  out  of  range  of 
the  enemy's  battery,  where  we  remained  during  the  night. 

On  Thursday  morning,  January  1,  at  5.30  o'clock,  I  received  orders 
from  Col.  Samuel  Beatty,  then  commanding  the  Third  Division,  ^'  to 
take  the  Fifty-first  Ohio  and  throw  it  across  Stone's  River  immediately  j 
then  to  deploy  four  companies  as  skirmishers,  holding  the  remaining 
six  companies  as  a  ^reserve; '"  adding  at  the  same  time,  ^'  move  your 
regiment  forward,"  and  he  would  throw  additional  forces  to  support  me, 
and,  if  possible,  to  accomplish  this  before  it  was  clearly  light,  which  was 
done.  Our  line  of  skirmishers  had  not  advanced  far  before  a  spirited 
fire  was  opened  between  them  and  the  enemy's  line  of  skirmishers.  In 
a  few  minutes  I  received  orders  to  "halt  the  line  of  skirmishers  and  not 
bring  on  an  engagement,"  which  I  did. 

The  six  companies  of  reserve  were  then  ordered  to  take  position  on 
the  eminence  on  the  right  of  the  first  line  of  battle,  my  right  resting 
near  Stone's  River,  while  the  Eighth  Kentucky  and  Thirty-fifth  Indiana 
ifsruxfiO  on  our  left.     We  immediately  discovered  a  battery  of  the  enemy 
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about  1,200  yards  iu  our  front,  which  I  reported  to  Colonel  Beatty,  who 
sent  a  battery  to  the  front,  posting  two  pieces  to  my  right  and  four 
pieces  to  the  left  of  the  first  line.  Our  battery  then  opened  fire  on  the 
enemy,  consisting  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  who  were  posted 
in  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  front  of  us,  the  enemy  feebly  replying  with 
their  artillery,  their  sharpshooters  at  the  same  time  keeping  up  a  brisk 
fire  on  our  line  of  skiimishers  all  day.  Thus  passed  Thursday.  In  the 
evening  the  four  companies  that  were  skirmishing  were  relieved  and 
formed  with  the  regiment,  where  we  lay  that  night  on  our  arms. 

On  Friday  morning,  at  daybreak,  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  opened 
on  us  with  increased  vigor.  Two  companies  of  the  Fifty-first  were  then 
sent  to  relieve  the  front  line  of  skirmishers.  At  about  12  m.  the  enemy 
changed  the  position  of  their  battery  to  the  left  of  our  front,  and  opened 
a  heavy  fire  on  us  at  this  elevated  point,  and,  having  got  range  of  the 
two  pieces  of  artillery  posted  where  we  were  stationed,  our  pieces  had 
to  be  withdrawn  a  short  distance  to  the  rear.  The  enemy's  line  of  skir- 
mishers was  then  strengthened,  and  drove  our  skirmishers  back  a  short 
distance,  and  gained  possession  of  some  buildings  which  our  skirmishers 
were  unable  to  hold.  Our  line  then  rallied,  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
buildings,  who  set  them  on  fire  before  leaving  them. 

Between  the  hours  of  1  and  2  p.  m.  we  could  distinctly  see  in  the  dis- 
tance large  bodies  of  infantry  forming  in  our  front  and  moving  to  our 
left,  accompanied  by  artillery  and  cavalry.  I  immediately  notified  the 
proper  officers  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Soon  thereafter  we  saw 
large  bodies  of  infantry  forming  in  our  front  in  line  of  battle,  and  moving 
toward  us.  They  advanced  to  within  between  600  and  800  yards  of  our 
front  and  halted,  and  commenced  throwing  down  a  line  of  fence  run- 
ning parallel  to  our  line.  I  immediately  directed  Adjutant  Mcholas  to 
report  the  fact,  and  he  informed  Major  Starling  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments, as  well  as  the  brigade  and  division  commanders  that  the  enemy 
were  in  the  act  of  attacking  us.  The  enemy's  artillery  was  playing  on 
us  up  to  this  time,  when  it  ceased,  and  their  line  of  battle  immediately 
advanced,  their  center  moving  steadily,  while  their  left  was  thrown 
around  to  Stone's  River.  After  advancing  in  this  manner  to  within 
200  yards  of  our  front,  they  set  up  a  most  hideous  yell,  and  charged  upon 
us  in  two  lines  of  battle,  closed  in  mass,  while  their  skirmishers  rallied 
to  their  left. 

At  this  period  the  eight  companies  of  the  Fifty-first  were  lying  down, 
with  bayonets  fixed,  being  partially  protected  by  a  depression  of  the 
ground,  the  two  companies  of  skirmishers  still  disputing  the  advance 
of  the  enemy's  left,  which  was  in  advance  of  their  center,  and  moving 
more  rapidly,  in  order  to  get  between  us  and  the  river,'  to  outflank  us. 
When  their  line  arrived  within  60  yards  of  our  front,  so  that  we 
could  plainly  see  their  breasts,  I  gave  the  command  to  rise  and  fire, 
which  was  done,  the  enemy  at  the  same  time  opening  a  terrific  fire 
upon  us;  their  front  line,  using  revolving  rifles,  kept  up  a  continuous 
fire,  and  advancing.  Being  pressed  heavily,  and  our  right  forced  back 
and  outflanked,  the  artillery  having  been  withdrawn  previous  to  the 
charge,  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  and  cross  the  river,  where  I  ral- 
lied portions  of  the  regiment  under  cover  of  our  artillery,  then  recrossed 
the  river,  and  advanced  with  our  colors  and  assisted  in  driving  the  en- 
emy beyond  our  first  i)Osition,  capturing  one  piece  of  artillery  belonging 
to  the  Washington  Battery,  our  colors  being  the  first  to  wave  over  the 
gun.  It  being  dark,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  the  field,  we  were 
ordered  to  seek  quarters  for  the  night. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  reg. 
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iinent  during  the  engagement:  Killed,  24;  wounded,  122;  missing,  44, 
Total,  190. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  especially  noted  for  gallantry  and 
un  gallantry : 

For  gallant  conduct:  Sergts.  Thomas  Eodgers  (color-bearer)  and 
William  Barnes,  Company  H;  Privates  Jesse  T.  Beachler,  Company 
A ;  M.  Morgan,  John  G .  Fox,  and  John  Hilliker,  Company  F ;  IS". 
Jones  and  Theophilus  Phillips,  Company  H,  and  Nathan  A.  Carpenter, 
Company  I. 

For  ungallantry:  First  Sergt.  William  A.  Himes,  Company  A;  Pri- 
vates Jacob  Leuhart  and  Martin  Hart,  Company  F. 

Great  praise  is  due  both  officers  and  soldiers  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  sustained  the  first  charge  of  the  enemy,  and,  although  compelled 
to  fall  back,  being  pressed  by  superior  numbers,  still  greater  praise 
is  due  them  for  rallying  with  the  advance,  and  assisting  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  the  field. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  McCLAm,, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Fifty -first  Begt.  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry, 

Col.  Stanley  Matthews, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Left  Wing. 


No.  164. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Cummins,  Ninety-ninth   Ohio  Infantry,  of 

engagement  January  2. 

Hdqrs,  Ninety-ninth  Eegt.  Ohio  Vol.  Infantry, 

Near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  24,  1863. 

SiK  :  The  following  is  a  copy  of  my  remarks  accompanying  my  report 
of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  this  regiment  in  the  battle  of  Stone's 
Eiver,  which  report  was  made  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1863: 

Sill :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

#  »  »  #  »  *  * 

The  Ninety-ninth  Regiment  went  into  action  on  January  2  with  369  men,  rank  and 
file. 

The  regiment  lost,  as  the  foregoing  shows,  1  commissioned  officer  and  11  enlisted 
men, killed;  3  commissioned  officers  and  41  enlisted  men,  wounded;  1  commissioned 
officer  and  35  enlisted  men  are  micjsing.  Of  this  number  some  are  known  to  have  been 
wounded  on  the  field,  and  some  to  be  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

After  the  regiment  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  I  found  that,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
the  men  rallied  and  went  back  into  the  action.  The  condnct  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  regiment  was  all  that  could  be  asked,  and  I  might  do  injustice  to  some  to  men- 
tion ])articular  instances  of  good  conduct.  Colonel  Swaine,  who  was  in  command, 
and  is  'voundcd  and  absent  from  the  regiment,  sends  back  word  that  he  was  well  sat- 
isfied with  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command,  and  that  they 
obeyed  everv  order  which  he  gave,  with  promptness. 

J.  E.  CUMMINS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  J  Comdg.  Ninety-ninth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteei'  Infantry. 

Colonel  Price, 

Conmianding  Third  Brigade^  Third  Division,  Left  Wing. 

There  are  several  inaccuracies  in  the  report  made  at  that  time.  It 
should  have  reported  12  enlisted  men  and  1  commissioned  officer  killed; 
1  commissioned  officer  and  29  enlisted  men  missing. 

J.  E.  OUMMINS, 
Lieutenant' Colonel  Ninety  ninth  Ohio. 
Col.  Stanley  Matthews, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade.  Third  Division, 
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Reports  of  Brig,  Gen.  David  S.  Stanley,  U.  S.  Arni'i/,  Chief  of  Cavalry^ 
including  skirmishes  near  La  Vergne,  December  27,  at  WilHnson''s  Gross- 
Roads,  December  29,  OveraWs  Creeic,  December  31,  and  I/ytle's  Creek, 
January  5. 

Hdqbs.  Cavalry,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps, 

Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
I^ear  Murfreesborough,  Temi.,  January  9,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding  the  army,  the  following  statement  of  the  part  taken 
by  the  cavalry  under  my  command  in  the  advance  upon  and  battle  of 
Murfreesborough : 

On  December  26  I  divided  the  cavalry  into  three  columns,  {)utting 
the  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Minty,  Fourth  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, upon  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  in  advance  of  General  Critten- 
den's corps.  The  Second  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Zahm,  Third 
Ohio  Cavalry,  was  ordered  to  move  on  Franklin,  dislodge  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  and  move  parallel  to  General  McCook's  corps,  protecting  his 
right  flank.  The  reserve  cavalry,  consisting  of  the  new  regiments,  viz, 
Anderson  Troop,  or  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  First  Middle  Ten- 
nessee, Second  East  Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  four  companies  of  the  Third 
Indiana,  I  commanded  in  person,  and  preceded  General  McCook's  corps 
on  the  Nolensville  pike.  Col.  John  Kennett,  commanding  cavalry  di\'is- 
ion,  commanded  the  cavalry  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike.  For  the 
operations  of  this  column,  and  also  the  movements  of  Colonel  Zahm 
up  to  December  31,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  Colo- 
nels Kennett,  Zahm,  and  Minty. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  our  cavalry  first  encountered  the  enemy 
on  the  Nolensville  pike,  1  mile  in  advance  of  Bole  Jack  Pass.  Their 
cavalry  was  in  large  force  and  accompanied  by  a  battery  of  artillery. 
Fighting  continued  from  10  o'clock  until  evening,  during  which  time 
we  had  driven  the  enemy  2  miles  beyond  La  Vergne. 

The  Third  Indiana  and  Anderson  Troop  behaved  very  gallantly,  charg- 
ing the  enemy  twice  and  bringing  them  to  hand-to-hand  encounters. 
The  conduct  of  Majors  Roseugarten  and  Ward,  the  former  now  deceased, 
was  most  heroic. 

On  the  28th  we  made  a  reconnaissance  to  College  Grove,  and  found 
that  Hardee's  rebel  corps  had  marched  to  Murfreesborough. 

On  the  29th  Colonel  Zahm's  brigade,  having  joined,  was  directed  to 
march  upon  Murfreesborough  by  the  Franklin  road,  the  reserve  cavalry 
movin.2  on  the  Bole  Jack  road,  the  columns  communicating  at  the  cross- 
ing of  Stewart's  Creek. 

We  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  found  them  in  strong  force 
at  Wilkinson's  Cross-Koads.  Our  cavalry  drove  them  rapidly  across 
Overall's  Creek,  and  within  one-half  mile  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle. 
The  Anderson  Cavalry  behaved  most  gallantly  this  day,  pushing  at  full 
charge  upon  the  enemy  for  6  miles.  Unfortunately  their  advance  proved 
too  reckless.  Having  dispersed  their  cavalry,  the  Troop  fell  upon  two 
regiments  of  rebel  infantry  in  ambush,  and  after  a  gallant  struggle  were 
compelled  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of  Major  Rosengarten  and  6  men  killed, 
and  the  brave  Major  Ward  and  5  men  desperately  wounded.  With  the 
loss  of  these  two  most  gallant  officers  the  spirit  of  the  Anderson  Troop, 
which  gave  such  fine  promise,  seems  to  have  died  out,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  any  duty  out  of  them  since. 
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On  the  30tli  the  entire  cavalry  force  was  engaged  in  guarding  the  flanks 
of  the  army,  in  position.  Some  small  cavalry  skirmishing  occurred,  but 
nothing  of  importance. 

At  11  p.  m.,  the  30th,  1  marched  for  La  Vergne  with  the  First  Ten- 
nessee and  the  Anderson  Cavalry.  Near  that  place  I  was  joined  by  de- 
tachments of  the  Fourth  Michigan  and  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

At  9.'i0  o'clock  on  the  31st  T  received  an  order  from  the  general  com- 
manding, directing  me  to  hasten  to  the  right.  I  made  all  possible 
speed,  leaving  a  strong  detachment  to  protect  the  trains  crowding  the 
road  at  Stewartsborough  and  to  pick  up  stragglers.  Upon  arriving  upon 
the  right  flank  of  the  army,  I  found  order  restored,  and  took  position 
on  General  McCook's  right,  my  right  extending  toward  Wilkinson's 
Cross- Roads,  occupying  the  woods  about  the  meeting-house  on  Overall's 
Creek. 

In  this  position  we  were  attacked  about  4  p.  m.  by  a  long  line  of  foot 
skirmishers.  My  first  impression  was  that  these  covered  infantry,  but 
I  learned  soon  that  they  were  only  dismounted  cavalry.  We  success- 
fully held  them  at  bay  for  one-half  an  hour  with  the  Fourth  Mich- 
igan and  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  dismounted,  when,  being  outflanked,  1 
ordered  our  line  to  mount  and  fall  back  to  the  open  field.  The  enemy 
followed  here,  and  being  re-enforced  by  detachments  of  the  Anderson 
and  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and  the  First  Tennessee,  we  charged  the 
enemy  and  put  him  to  rout.  The  cavalry  held  the  same  position  this 
night  they  had  taken  upon  my  arrival  upon  the  field. 

About  9  o'clock  New  Year's  morning  the  enemy  showed  a  line  of 
skirmishers  in  the  woods  to  our  front,  and  soon  after  brought  a  six-gun 
battery  to  bear  upon  my  cavalry.  As  we  could  not  reach  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  nor  reply  to  his  artillery,  I  ordered  my  cavalry  to  fall  back. 
A  part  of  Zahm's  brigade  marched  this  day  to  Nashville  to  protect  our 
train.    Colonel  Zahm's  report  is  inclosed. 

January  2  and  3  the  cavalry  was  engaged  in  watching  the  flanks  of 
our  position.  Upon  the  4th  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy  had  fled. 
The  cavalry  was  collected  and  moved  to  the  fords  of  Stone's  River. 
Upon  the  5th  we  entered  Murfreesborough.  Zahm's  brigade  marched 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  on  the  Shelby  ville  pike — marched  6  miles,  find- 
ing no  opposition.  With  the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  I  marched  on  the 
Manchester  pike  and  encountered  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Lytle's 
Creek,  3J  miles  from  town.  We  fought  with  this  force  till  near  sundown, 
pushing  them  from  one  cedar-brake  to  another,  when,  being  re-enforced 
by  General  Spears'  brigade  of  East  Tennesseeans,  we  drove  the  enemy 
out  of  his  last  stand  in  disorder.  We  returned  after  dark  and  encamped 
on  Lytle's  Creek.  Our  troops  all  behaved  well.  The  skirmishing  was 
of  a  very  severe  character.  The  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  which  was  this 
day  first  under  my  control,  behaved  very  handsomely. 

Inclosed  please  find  reports  of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  com- 
manders. Captain  Otis'  command  acted  independently  until  the  5th  in- 
stant, when  they  came  under  my  orders. 

Inclosed  find  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,*  excepting  from 
Anderson  Cavalry ;  the  report  of  this  regiment  1  have  not  received.  A 
special  report  of  officers  and  soldiers  deserving  mention  will  be  sub- 
mitted. The  duty  of  the  cavalry  was  very  arduous.  From  December 
26  to  January  4  the  saddles  were  only  taken  off  to  groom,  and  were 
immediately  replaced. 


*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  214. 
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A  consolidated  list  of  casualties,  including  those  of  the  First  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson  Troop,  and  Third  Indiana,  as  nearly  as  ascertained, 
will  be  submitted  in  the  morning. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Cavalry, 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 
Near  Murfreesboroughj  January  12,  1863. 

Sir;  Inclosed  please  find  consolidated  report,  with  list  of  commis- 
sioned officers  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  in  the  operations  before 
Murfreesborough.     I  send  it  unsigned,  as  the  general  is  away. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  SINCLAIR, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

C.   GODDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff . 


Report  of  casualties  in  cavalry  command,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  from  the  advance  from 
Nashville  on  the  2Qth  December y  and  including  the  battles  before  Murfreegborough.* 


Command. 


2d  Indiana  Cavalry 

7th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry    

3d  Kentucky  Cavaky 

4tli  Michigan  Cavalry 

Ist  Middle  TennesseV Cavalry  t  . 

2d  East  Tennessee  Cavalry 

4th  U.  S.  Cavalry 

I5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 

Ist  Ohio  Cavalry 

3d  Ohio  Cavalry 

4th  Ohio  Cavalry 


Killed. 


a 

GQ 
•a 
PI 


25 


Wounded.       Missing. 


9 

7 

6 

5 

10 

9 

5 

10 

15 

18 


94 


a 

•J 


1 

13 

..... 

50 

1 

12 

i 

8 

5 

12 

ti 

14 

13 

31 

159 


Total. 


O 


14 


s 


» 


14 

61 
9 
19 
13 
17 
24 
5 
26 
34 
56 


278 


Horsea. 


7 
11 
19 


37 


o 


15 

17 

8 


40 


List  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  in  cavalry  command.  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Cumberland,  in  operations  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

Killed.— Col.  Minor  Millikeu,  First  Ohio  Cavalry  ;  Maj.  D.  A.  B.  Moore,  First  Ohio 
Cavalry ;  Lieut  T.  L.  Condit,  Company  L,  First  Ohio  Cavalry. 

Wounded. — Captain  Wortham,  Company  C,  First  Tennessee  Cavalry ;  Capt.  Eli 
Long,  Company  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry ;  Adjt.  William  H.  Scott,  First  Ohio ;  Liout. 
Thomas  V.  Mitchell,  Comj>any  H,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Cavalry, 
Camp  on  Bradyville  pilce,  Tenn.,  January  29,  1863. 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  Paragraph  743,  Army  Regulations,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  names  of  the  following  officers  deserving, 
in  my  opinion,  of  special  notice : 

Major  Klein,  Third  Indiana,  on  the  27th  first  engaged  the  enemy  on 
the  Kolensville  pike,  and  soon  put  them  to  full  flight. 

*  But  see  revised  statement,  p.  214.         t  Fifth  Tennessee  Cavalry.         t  Surgeon. 
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Majors  Ward  aud  Roseugarten  (Anderson  Troop),  both  deceased,  be 
haved  with  great  bravery  in  the  two  affairs  with  the  enemy.    In  the 
last  one,  on  the  29th,  both  these  gallant  young  officers  received  their 
death  wounds. 

Colonel  Minty,  Fourth  Michigan,  commanding  First  Brigade,  deserves 
credit  for  his  management  of  his  command  on  the  maich  and  in  several 
actions. 

Captain  Otis,  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  and  Colonel  Murray,  Third  Ken 
tucky  Cavalry,  with  their  respective  regiments,  rendered  important  and 
distinguished  service,  gallantly  charging  and  dispersing  the  enemy's 
cavalry  in  their  attack  upon  our  train  Wednesday,  the  31st.     Maj.  John 
E.  Wynkoop  was,  as  always,  a  model  to  faithful  soldiers. 

Colonel  Kennett  was  only  a  part  of  the  time  under  my  command ;  ho 
rendered  good  service.  Colonel  Zahm,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  Second 
Brigade  (though  unfortunate  with  a  portion  of  his  command  on  Wed 
nesday  morning),  contributed  greatly,  by  his  personal  example,  to  the 
restoration  of  order  and  confidence  in  that  portion  of  the  Second  Bri- 
gade stampeded  by  the  enemy's  attack. 

Inclosed  please  find  subordinate  reports.  Colonel  Zahm,  having  re- 
ceived an  injury,  has  submitted  no  report. 

Respectfully  submitted.  ^ 

D.  S.  STANLEY, 
Brigadier -Ceneral  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

Col.  C.  GODDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  166. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Kennett^  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry^  commanding  First 

Cavalry  Division. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Camp  Stanley,  Tenu.,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  reports  of  the  part 
taken  in  the  fighting  of  the  two  brigades,  composing  the  First  Cavalry 
Division,  from  December  26,  1862,  up  to  the  night  of  January  5,  1863, 
from  Nashville  to  Murfreesborough,  and  6  miles  beyond  Murfreesbor- 
ough,  on  the  Manchester  and  Shelbyville  pikes. 

On  leaving  Nashville,  the  Second  Brigade,  under  Colonel  Zahm,  took 
the  road  to  Franklin;  Brig.  Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley,  with  the  Fust  and  Sec- 
ond Tennessee  Cavalry  and  Anderson  Troop,  took  the  Noleusville  pike; 
the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Minty  commanding,  under  my  charge,  took 
the  Murfreesborough  pike.  I  reported  my  command  to  General  Palmer, 
who  placed  us  in  the  advance.  Our  skirmishers  drove  the  enemy  some 
5  miles.  The  afternoon  w^as  well  spent,  when  General  Palmer  relieved 
us  with  infantry  skirmishers,  the  cavalry  forming  the  reserve  on  the 
right  and  left  flanks.  The  First  Brigade  marched  daily  as  a  reserve  to 
the  advanced  skirmishers  of  the  army  composing  the  left  wing,  on  their 
flanks,  up  to  December  30,  1862. 

On  December  31,  1862,  we  were  posted  as  reserves  on  the  flanks, 
throwing  out  our  skirmishers  and  vedettes,  watching  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  We  performed  a  variety  of  duty,  as  scouts  on  the  different 
avenues  leading  to  our  camp  and  connecting  with  the  roads  centering 
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upon  Nashville,  Tenn.,  flankers,  vedettes,  couriers,  engaging  the  enemy 
daily  on  the  right  flank.  For  the  details  of  each  engagement,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  to  the  reports  herewith.  Some  few  incidents  which  con  Id 
not  well  have  fallen  under  the  eye  of  the  brigade  commanders,  ha\ing 
occurred  under  my  immediate  notice,  1  beg  leave  to  append. 

When  the  enemy  charged  upon  our  right  wing,  scattering  a  few  regi- 
ments, which  stampeded  to  the  rear,  I  received  orders  from  Major-Geu- 
eral  Rosecrnns  in  ])erson  to  collect  all  the  cavalry  at  my  command,  and 
proceed  to  rally  the  right  wing  and  drive  the  enemy  away.  I  found 
Colonel  Murray,  of  the  Third  Kentucky,  in  command  of  about  a  squad- 
ron of  men.  With  that  we  made  our  way  to  the  right.  We  found  a 
complete  stampede — infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  rushing  to  the  rear, 
and  the  rebel  cavalry  charging  upon  our  retiring  forces  on  the  Mur- 
freesborough  pike. 

Colonel  Murray,  with  great  intrepidity,  engaged  the  enemy  toward  the 
skirts  of  the  woods,  and  drove  them  in  three  charges.  His  men  behaved 
like  old  veterans.  Between  his  command  and  the  tield  the  space  was 
filled  with  rushing  rebel  cavalry,  charging  ui)on  our  retreating  cavalry 
and  infantry,  holding  many  of  our  soldiers  as  prisoners.  I  rallied  the 
Third  Ohio,  some  two  companies,  which  was  falling  back,  and  formed  it 
in  the  rear  of  a  fence,  where  volley  after  volley  had  the  effect  of  driving 
back  the  rebels  upon  the  run,  they  (the  Third  Ohio)  charging  upon  them 
effectually,  thereby  relieving  the  pike  of  their  presence,  saving  the  train, 
one  piece  of  artillery,  and  rescuing  from  their  grasp  many  of  our  men 
taken  as  prisoners.  One  of  my  staff',  Lieutenant  Eilley,  being  a  pris- 
oner in  their  hands,  was  released. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Murray,  of  the  Third  Ohio,  displayed  energy,  cool- 
ness, and  courage  upon  this  occasion  in  executing  my  orders.  I  also 
take  great  pride  in  mentioning  the  prompt  manner  with  which  my  staff 
conveyed  my  orders  in  all  these  engagements. 

Two  of  my  orderlies  displayed  high  order  of  chivalry.  J  aggers 
charged  upon  two  rebel  cavalry,  rescuing  two  men  of  the  Fourth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  who  were  being  taken  off  as  prisoners.  The  other, 
Farrish,  shot  two  of  the  rebels  and  came  to  my  rescue  in  a  personal  en- 
counter with  a  rebel,  who  was  in  the  act  of  leveling  his  pistol  at  my 
head  J  but  he  found  a  carbine  leveled  into  his  own  face,  and,  -at  my 
order  to  surrender,  he  delivered  his  pistols,  carbine,  and  horse  to  me. 
They  both  deserve  promotion,  and  would  make  good  officers. 

The  able,  undaunted  spirit  and  ability  which  Colonel  Minty  has  dis- 
played whenever  coming  under  my  eye,  I  take  great  satisfaction  in 
noticing.     The  officers  and  men  all  dw^played  great  self-sacrifice. 

Major  Wynkoop,  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Woolley,  assistant  adjutant- general  of  the  First  Brigade,  carried  out 
every  order  with  unhesitating  energy  and  will,  displaying  the  highest 
order  of  gallantry. 

Captain  Otis,  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  Cavalry,  although  he  does  not 
belong  to  my  division,  but  being  posted  on  the  left  wing  of  our  skir- 
mishers on  the  march  on  the  Manchester  road,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  well 
as  take  great  pleasure,  in  stating  he  is  an  able  and  efficient  officer. 

Brig.  Gen.  1).  S.  Stanley  being  in  command  of  the  forces  pursuing  the 
retiring  rebels  on  this  march,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  convey  and  see  his 
orders  executed.  Before  closing  this  report,  it  is  my  duty  to  make  hon- 
orable mention  of  the  meritorious  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Newell,  com- 
mariding  a  section  of  artillery  attached  to  my  division.  During  the  first 
day's  engagement,  near  La  Vergne,  he  placed  his  two  pieces  in  w(^,ll- 
selected  grounds,  and  did  great  execution,  killing  3  horses,  dismounting 
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7,  and  scattering  the  rebel  cavalry  by  his  well  and  timely  aimed  shots. 
He  has  on  several  occasions  displayed  talents  of  the  first  order  as  an 
artillerist.  It  would  not  be  amiss  to  state  at  this  time  that  my  entire 
command  were  short  of  rations,  performing  duty  night  and  day  in  the 
wet  fields,  without  shelter,  exposed  to  the  wet,  cold,  and  hunger  without 
a  murmur. 

Major  Paramore,  of  the  Third  Ohio,  displayed  great  presence  of  mind 
and  determination  in  maintaining  his  position  on  the  right  flank  with 
his  battalion  to  cover  an  ammunition  train  long  after  the  cavalry  on  his 
right  had  been  driven  away  by  the  enemy's  shells.  I  annex  his  report, 
all  of  which  I  respectfully  submit  for  your  review. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JKO.  KEFNETT, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Capt.  W.  H.  Sinclair. 


Ko.  167. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Nathaniel  M.  Newell,  Battery  i>.  First  Ohio  Light  Artil- 
lery, of  skirmishes  near  La  Vergne  and  Stewards  CreeTc,  December  26- 
January  1. 

Headquarters  Battery  D,  First  Ohio  Artillery, 

Camp  near  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  12,  1863. 

Lieutenant:  December  26,  1862,  Colonel  Kennett  ordered  me  to 
move  with  the  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Minty,  from  camp,  near  Nashville, 
on  Murfreesborough  pike,  toward  La  Vergne.  Two  miles  from  La 
Yergne  we  came  upon  a  body  of  Confederate  cavalry,  and  went  into  ac- 
tion, dispersing  them  after  firing  4  rounds.  We  then  moved  forward  a 
mile ;  we  there  took  position  on  the  pike  and  opened  fire  on  a  section  of 
rebel  artillery,  distant  about  a  mile.  I  fired  60  rounds,  losing,  during 
the  action,  1  man  killed — Private  F.  T.  Coffin — and  1  horse  disabled. 
I  then  moved  into  a  field  on  the  right  of  the  pike  and  opened  fire.  The 
enemy  retired  from  their  position  to  the  left  and  rear.  I  then  moved 
to  the  left  of  the  pike,  and  took  position  near  a  small  church,  from  which 
position  we  fired  until  dark,  silencing  the  enemy  after  a  few  rounds. 
That  night  I  encamped  with  the  brigade  on  the  right  of  the  pike  and  1 
mile  back. 

From  the  night  of  December  26  to  the  morning  of  January  1, 1  occu- 
pied different  positions  in  and  around  La  Vergne  and  Stewart's  Creek. 

On  January  1,  moved  from  Stewart's  Creek  to  La  Vergne  with  Colonel 
Dickinson,  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  to  re-enforce  Colonel  Innes, 
of  the  First  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics,  stationed  near  La 
Vergne.  About  1  mile  from  that  place  I  found  Wheeler's  rebel  cavalry 
on  the  left  of  the  pike.  I  went  into  action  and  drove  them  from  the 
field,  and  then  joined  Colonel  Innes'  command,  with  whom  I  remained 
until  the  9th  instant. 

On  the  9th  instant  received  orders  to  report  to  General  Stanley,  chiei" 
of  cavalry,  and  by  him  was  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Kennett,  and 
am  now  in  camp  on  Manchester  pike,  near  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  M.  NEWELL, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Battery  D,  First  Ohio  Artillery. 

Lieut.  M.  B.  Chamberlin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-  Oeneral,  First  Cavalry  Division, 
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No.  168. 

Report  of  Col.  Eohert  H.  G.  Minty,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry^  command- 
ing First  Brigade^  including  skirmishes  at  La  Vergne,  December  26, 
between  Stetcarfs  Creek  and  La  Vergne,  December  30,  at  OveralVs  Creeks 
December  31 ,  and  on  Manchester  pike^  January  5. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 
Camp  near  Murfreesborough^  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division  of  the  Cavalry  Keserve,  in  the 
operations  from  the  advance  from  Nashville  to  and  including  the  battles 
before  Murfreesborough : 

I  marched  from  Camp  Rosecrans,  near  Nashville,  on  the  morning  of 
the  26th  ultimo,  with  the  Third  Kentucky,  Fourth  Michigan,  Seventh 
Pennsylvania,  and  one  company  of  the  Second  Indiana,  and  reported  to 
General  Palmer,  on  the  Murfreesborough  road.  In  accordance  with 
orders  received  from  him  through  the  colonel  commanding  the  division, 
I  placed  the  Third  Kentucky  on  the  left  and  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  keeping  the  Fourth  Michigan  on  the  pike,  with 
a  strong  advance  guard  out.  Ten  miles  from  Nashville  I  met  the 
enemy's  pickets,  who,  as  they  fell  back  before  us,  were  continually  re- 
enforced,  until,  arriving  at  La  Yergne,  they  disputed  our  progress  with 
a  force  of  2,500  cayalry  and  mounted  infantry,  supported  by  four  pieces 
of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  General  Wheeler.  As  the  enemy 
had  us  most  perfectly  in  range,  after  some  sharp  skirmishing,  I  moved, 
under  cover  of  a  slight  eminence,  on  which  Lieutenant  Newell,  of  Bat- 
tery D,  First  Ohio,  had  his  section  planted,  leaving  two  companies  of 
the  Fourth  Michigan,  dismounted  and  in  ambush,  behind  a  fence  to  sup- 
port the  battery. 

I  must  here  mention  that  Lieutenant  Newell  did  splendid  service  with 
his  two  3-inch  Rodmans.  Every  shot  was  well  planted,  and  he  nobly 
fought  the  four  guns  of  the  enemy  for  over  half  an  hour,  when  a  battery 
from  General  Palmer's  division  moved  up  to  his  assistance.  One  of  the 
gunners  was  killed  by  a  shell  from  the  enemy  while  serving  his  gun. 

Saturday,  December  27,  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  under  Major 
Wynkoop,  made  a  reconnaissance  in  front  of  General  Palmer's  division, 
which  occupied  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  line.  One  battalion  of  the 
Fourth  Michigan,  under  command  of  Captain  Mix,  was  sent  out  on  the 
Jefferson  pike,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  brigade  until  the  following  day. 
I  beg  to  refer  you  to  Captain  Mix's  report  for  particulars.  The  army 
advanced  at  about  11  a.  m.,  the  Third  Kentucky  and  one  company  of 
the  Second  Indiana,  under  command  of  Colonel  Murray,  covering  the 
left  flank,  and  the  Fourth  Michigan,  under  my  immediate  direction, 
covering  the  right  flank.    Camped  near  Stewart's  Creek  this  night. 

Sunday,  December  28,  sent  one  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania to  relieve  the  battalion  of  the  Fourth  Michigan,  on  Jefferson  pike. 

Monday,  December  29,  army  again  advanced;  Seventh  Pennsylvania, 
under  Major  Wynkoop,  on  the  left  flank ;  Third  Kentucky  on  the  right 
flank,  under  Colonel  Murray ;  Fourth  Michigan  in  reserve ;  Second  In- 
diana on  courier  duty.  Light  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  all  day. 
Found  the  enemy  in  position  in  front  of  Murfreesborough  at  about  3  p. 
m.     Bivouacked  for  the  night  immediately  in  rear  of  our  lino  of  battle. 

Tuesday,  December  30,  one  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania 
and  one  of  the  Third  Kentucky  formed  a  chain  of  vedettes  in  rear  of 
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the  line  of  battle,  with  orders  to  drive  up  all  stragglers.  Under  orders 
from  the  colonel  commauding  the  division,  I  took  the  Fourth  Michigan 
and  one  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  back  on  the  Nashville 
pike,  to  operate  against  Wheeler's  cavalry,  who,  a  few  hours  befor;^,  had 
destroyed  the  train  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Brigade  on  the  Jefferson  pike. 
Between  Stewart's  Creek  and  La  Vergne  I  met  the  enemy,  about  100 
strong,  and  dressed  in  our  uniforms.  The  Seventh  Pennsylvania  drove 
them  until  after  dark.  I  reported  to  Colonel  Walker,  Thirty -first  Ohio, 
commanding  a  brigade,  and  encamped  with  him  that  night,  2^  miles 
south  of  La  Vergne. 

Wednesday,  December  31,  under  orders  from  Major-General  Kose- 
crans,  1  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Stanley,  chief  of  cavalry,  who 
came  up  the  same  morning  with  the  First  Middle  Tennessee  and  part  of 
the  Fitteenth  Pennsylvania.  Under  orders  from  General  Stanley,  we 
moved  rapidly  across  the  country  toward  the  right  of  General  McCook's 
position  (leaving  Lieutenant- Colonel  Dickinson,  Fourth  Michigan  Cav- 
alry, with  120  men,  to  support  Lieutenant  Ne well's  section  of  artillery 
at  the  cross-roads  northwest  of  Stewart's  Creek),  the  enemy's  cavalry 
falling  back  rapidly  before  us.  When  close  to  Overall's  Creek  our  own 
artillery,  in  position  to  our  left,  opened  on  us  with  shell,  and  severely 
wounded  1  man  of  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania. 

Grossing  Overall's  Creek,  I  took  up  position  parallel  to,  and  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  distant  from,  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  road. 
The  Fourth  Michigan  dismounted,  forming  a  line  of  skirmishers  on  the 
edge  of  the  woods  immediately  in  our  front,  out  of  which  they  had  driven 
a  large  force  of  the  rebel  cavalry.  They  were  supported  by  a  part  of 
the  i'irst  Tennessee,  also  dismounted.  Captain  Jennings'  battalion, 
Seventh  Pennsylvania,  and  two  companies  Third  Kentucky,  under  Cap- 
tain Davis,  were  posted  in  the  woods  to  the  right  and  in  rear  of  the 
Fourth  Michigan,  with  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  in  their  rear.  Our 
entire  force  at  this  time  was  950  men. 

The  enemy  advanced  rapidly  with  2,500  cavalry,  mounted  and  dis- 
mounted, with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  all  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Wheeler.  They  drove  back  the  Fourth  Michigan  to  the  line  of  the 
First  Tennessee  skirmishers,  and  then  attacked  the  Seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania with  great  fury,  but  met  with  determined  resistance.  I  went 
forward  to  the  dismounted  skirmishers  and  endeavored  to  move  them 
to  the  right,  to  strengthen  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  but  the  moment 
the  right  of  the  line  showed  itself  from  behind  the  fence  where  they 
were  posted,  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  fire  was  directed  on  it,  turning  it 
completely  around.  At  this  moment  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  gave 
way  and  retreated  rapidly,  leaving  the  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania and  the  dismounted  men  almost  entirely  unsupported,  and 
leaving  them  no  alternative  but  retreat. 

We  fell  back  a  couple  of  fields  and  reformed  in  rear  of  a  rising  ground, 
which  protected  us  from  the  enemy's  artillery. 

The  rebel  cavalry  had  followed  us  up  sharply  into  the  open  ground, 
and  now  menaced  us  with  three  strong  lines,  two  directly  in  front  of 
my  position  and  one  opposite  our  left  flank,  with  its  right  thrown  well 
forward,  and  a  strong  body  of  skirmishers  in  the  woods  to  our  right, 
and  threatenhig  that  flank. 

General  Stanley  gave  the  order  to  charge,  and  he  himself  led  two 
comjiaiiies  (K  and  H)  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Ca^'alr>'  and  about  50 
men  of  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  against  the  line  in  fro7it  of  our  left, 
routed  the  enemy,  and  captured  one  stand  of  colors,  whicli  was  brought 
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in  by  a  sergeant  of  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania.    Captain  Jennings, 
Seventh  Pennsylvania,  with  his  battalion,  supported  this  movement. 

At  the  same  time  I  charged  the  first  line  in  our  front  with  the  Fourth 
Michigan  and  First  Tennessee,  supported  on  the  right  by  a  fire  from 
the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  drove  them  from  the  field.  The  sec- 
ond line  was  formed  on  the  far  side  of  a  lane,  with  a  partially  destroyed 
fence  on  each  side  of  it,  and  still  stood  their  ground.  I  reformed  my 
men  and  again  charged.  The  enemy  was  again  broken  and  driven  from 
the  field. 

Colonel  Kennett,  commanding  First  Cayalry  Division,  now  arrived 
on  the  field  with  re-enforcements.  I  held  the  ground  that  night  with 
the  First  Tennessee,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  Fourth  Michigan, 
picketing  the  whole  of  my  first  position. 

A  sergeant  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  enemy,  states  that  before  we  charged  we  had  killed  27,  including 
many  officers. 

January  1,  2,  and  3,  had  the  brigade  under  arms  all  day,  with  two 
regiments  on  picket  and  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets. 

Sunday,  January  4,  moved  the  brigade  to  Wilkinson's  Cross-Eoads, 
and  bivouacked  there  for  the  night  with  the  Fourth  Cavalry. 

Monday,  January  5,  marched  through  Murfreesborough  and  took  the 
Manchester  pike;  1  mile  out  met  the  enemy's  pickets;  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Stanley,  who  ordered  an  advance,  and  took  the  lead  himself  with 
the  Fourth  Cavalry.  After  crossing  a  small  creek,  about  2  miles  from 
Murfreesborough,  the  bridge  over  which  had  been  destroyed,  the  enemy 
commenced  shelling  us.  I  sent  the  Third  Kentucky  well  to  the  right 
and  front  and  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  to  the  left,  keeping  the  First 
and  Second  Tennessee  and  the  Fourth  Michigan  in  reserve.  After  some 
little  delay,  the  general  again  ordered  an  advance.  1  placed  the  five  com- 
panies, Fourth  Michigan,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  with  one  company  ad- 
vanced as  skirmishers;  the  Third  Kentucky  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth 
Michigan,  and  the  First  Tennessee  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Kentucky, 
with  the  Second  Tennessee  in  reserve.  In  this  formation  we  advanced 
through  a  cedar  wood  with  a  dense  undergrowth,  rendering  it  almost 
impossible  to  force  our  way  through.  We  had  occasional  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy,  who  continued  to  shell  us  as  we  advanced. 

About  6  miles  out  we  met  the  enemy  in  force ;  a  sharp  skirmish  en- 
sued. The  Fourth  Cavalry,  First  Tennessee  Infantry,  and  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  chiefly  engaged  on  our  side.  The  enemy 
were  driven  from  the  field,  and  we  returned  within  1^  miles  of  Mur- 
freesborough and  went  into  camp. 

I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  regimental  commanders  for  par- 
ticulars of  operations  of  detached  portions  of  the  brigade. 

Inclosed  herewith  I  hand  you  a  report  of  such  officers  and  men  as 
deserve  special  mention ;  also  the  report  of  casualties. 

In  explanation  of  the  large  number  of  missing  reported  by  the  Seventh 
Pennsylvania,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  entire  of 
one  battalion  was  deployed  as  a  chain  of  vedettes  in  rear  of  our  line  of 
battle,  where  the  right  wing  was  driven  back,  and  many  of  the  men 
must  have  been  captured  by  the  enemy  while  endeavoring  to  drive  up 
the  straggling  infantry.  I  have  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the 
reports  of  Colonel  Murray,  Captain  Mix,  and  Lieutenant  Eldridge. 

Colonel  Murray,  with  a  handful  of  men,  performed  services  that  would 
do  honor  to  a  full  regiment. 

Captain  Mix,  with  about  60  men,  not  only  drove  200  of  the  enemy  o^er 
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2  miles,  but  he  there  held  his  position  against  an  entire  regiment  of  rebel 
cavalry. 

Lieutenant  Eldridge,  with  18  men,  dismounted,  attacked  the  enemy, 
routed  them,  and  recaptured  a  wagon  full  of  ammunition. 

In  the  engagement  of  Wednesday,  while  leading  his  company  in  a 
charge.  Captain  Mix's  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  in  the  same  charge 
Lieutenant  Woolley,  my  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  was  thrown 
from  his  horse,  severely  hurting  his  leg;  notwithstanding  which,  he 
immediately  remounted  and  continued  to  perform  all  his  duties. 
The  brigade  has  captured  and  turned  over  192  prisoners. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBT.  H.  G.  MINTY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Cavalry  Division, 

Lieutenant  Ghamberlin, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  First  Cavalry  Division. 


No.  169. 


Report  of  Capt,  Joseph  A.  8.  Mitchell,  Second  Indiana  Cavalry,  of  opera- 
tions near  La  Vergne,  December  29-31. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  2,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your  order, 
I  reported  to  Gaptain  Otis,  chief  of  couriers,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and 
that  on  the  same  date,  by  his  direction,  my  men  were  posted  on  the 
Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  road  as  couriers,  commencing  9  miles 
from  Nashville,  and  extending  to  the  headquarters  of  Major-General 
Crittenden. 

On  the  31st  ultimo,  at  3  p.  m.,  the  enemy  made  a  raid  upon  La  Vergne, 
at  which  point  I  had  made  my  headquarters,  capturing  from  my  command 
1  lieutenant  and  13  men,  and  making  it  necessary  for  two  other  courier 
posts  to  abandon  their  stations  to  prevent  capture,  all  of  which  I  im- 
mediately reported  to  Major-General  Rosecrans  the  same  evening.  The 
places  of  my  men  were  supplied  from  another  command,  and  I  proceeded 
to  this  place  to  collect  the  few  men  who  still  remained  of  my  company. 
Those  who  were  at  General  Crittenden's  headquarters  having  been  sent 
here  as  an  escort  with  his  headquarters  train,  I  collected  17  men  for  duty 
and  reported  to  Brigadier-General  Mitchell,  commanding  the  post,  and, 
by  his  command,  I  have  placed  them  as  couriers  between  Nashville  and 
La  Vergne. 

I  have  to  report, 'besides  the  loss  already  mentioned,  15  Government 
horses,  10  mules,  2  wagons,  all  of  the  equipage,  tents,  &c.,  of  the  com- 
pany, 15  Colt's  revolving  pistols  and  holsters,  11  Colt's  revolving  rifles, 
14  saddles,  bridles,  and  halters,  besides  all  of  my  own  private  baggage 
and  personal  effects. 

Since  occupying  the  present  line,  I  have  to  report  1  man  killed  while 
bearing  a  dispatch. 

I  am,  most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  S.  MITCHELL, 
Captain,  Commanding  Company. 

Ool.  B.  H.  G.  MiNTY, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 
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Ko.  170. 

Report  of  Col.  Eli  JET.  Murray^  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry^  including  sJcir- 
mishes  at  La  Vergne,  December  26,  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,  December 
31,  and  on  Manchester  pike,  January  5. 

Headquarters  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry, 
Camp  Stanley,  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  from  December  26,  1862,  the  day  of  our  advance  from 
IS'ashville,  the  engagement  before  Murfreesborough,  and  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat. 

On  passing  our  outpost  before  Nashville,  on  the  Murfreesborough 
road,  my  command  formed  the  left  wing  of  the  advance.  We  had  pro- 
ceeded but  a  short  distance  when  we  encountered  the  enemy,  and,  press- 
ing them  closely,  soon  engaged  in  quite  a  brisk  skirmish.  Driving  them 
in  a  lively  chase,  we  succeeded  in  capturing  5  of  the  enemy.  Skirmish- 
ing all  day  long  through  dense  cedar  thickets,  we  found  quite  a  force  at 
La  Yergne,  with  quite  an  engagement,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  their  artil- 
lery, which  resulted  only  in  the  loss  of  2  horses.  Changing  my  position, 
my  command  formed  the  left,  joined  to  General  Cruft's  brigade,  cap- 
turing 1  other  of  the  enemy. 

We.  moved  from  there  to  Stewart's  Creek  the  following  day,  forming 
still  the  left,  and  capturing  7  of  the  enemy.  Advancing  from  thence,  my 
command  formed  the  right.  Night  found  us  on  the  ground  afterward 
occupied  by  General  Negley  in  the  beginning  of  the  general  engage- 
ment. Captain  Wolfley,  commanding  Second  Battalion,  opened  com- 
munication with  Major-General  McCook  during  the  day. 

Major  Shacklett,  with  his  battalion,  on  the  30th  formed  a  line  of 
couriers  (in  rear  of  line  of  battle)  with  Major-General  McCook.  Cap- 
tain Davis,  with  squadron.  Companies  B  and  D,  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Stanley,  at  W^ilkinson's  Cross-Eoads.  This  squadron  was  after- 
ward with  Colonel  Minty,  and  engaged,  with  his  command,  the  enemy 
while  detached  from  me.  Fifteen  men,  of  Company  C,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Smock,  reported  to  General  Yan  Cleve. 

At  8  o'clock,  December  31,  1862,  Colonel  Kennett,  commanding  divis- 
ion, ga\  e  me  orders  to  move  to  Wilkinson's  Cross-Koads.  Having  moved 
but  a  short  distance,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  cross-roads,  I  found  the 
greatest  confusion,  caused  by  the  right  wing  of  the  army  falling  back. 
Going  but  little  farther,  I  found  our  whole  train  of  baggage  and  ammu- 
nition in  possession  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Wolfley,  with  part  of  his 
battalion,  and  Captain  Breathitt,  commanding  the  First  Battalion,  with 
a  squad  of  his  command,  in  all  about  80  men,  in  a  moment  were  engaged 
charging  down  the  train.  We  came  upon  the  enemy  in  all  directions. 
Here  were  engagements  hand-to-hand,  but  dashing  onward  my  men 
were  doing  in  earnest  the  work  before  them.  The  open  field  gave  us 
the  place  for  charging.  The  enemy  were  marching  about  250  of  our  men 
to  their  rear  as  prisoners.  These  we  recaptured.  We  also  recaptured 
a  portion  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Battery  j  also  a  section  supposed  to  be 
the  First  Ohio.  The  hospital  of  General  Palmer's  division  was  still 
held  by  them.  Bringing  about  40  men  to  dash  upon  them,  their  whole 
command  fled.  At  one  time  it  seemed  as  if  my  whole  command  were 
taking  prisoners  to  the  rear.  There  being  no  support  near,  I  ordered 
the  prisoners  to  be  given  to  the  nearest  infantry,  in  order  that  I  might 
bring  all  my  force  against  them  and  hold  the  train.  Major  Shacklett 
here  rejoined  me,  and  having  taken  position  near  the  hospital,  our 
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cavalry  coming  to  the  field,  took  position  on  my  left.  Again  the  enemy 
made  a  dash,  but  was  again  repulsed.  Near  two  hours  afterward  the 
enemy  moved  to  the  right.  By  order  of  Colonel  Kennett  we  moved  in 
that  direction  at  the  trot,  again  to  find  them  about  to  attack  the  train ; 
but  after  exchanging  shots,  and  under  fire  from  our  artillery,  again 
baffled  in  their  design,  withdrew.  We  took  between  50  and  60  pris- 
oners, killing  and  wounding  about  25. 

In  the  engagement  the  80  men  of  my  command  drove  from  the  field 
Wharton's  brigade  of  rebel  cavalry  ;  saved  the  baggage  and  ammunition 
of  a  great  part  of  our  armyj  recaptured  a  portion  of  the  Fifth  Wiscon- 
sin Battery  and  a  section  of,  I  think,  the  First  Ohio  Battery,  and,  at 
least  calculation,  800  of  our  men.  From  that  time  up  to  their  retreat 
from  Murfreesborough  we  held  our  position  with  the  First  Cavalry 
Brigade,  under  the  direct  orders  of  Colonel  Minty,  commanding. 

In  the  pursuit  on  Manchester  road,  moving  with  the  brigade  about  1 
mile  from  Murfreesborough,  Captain  Cummings,  with  a  squadron,  was 
sent  out  and  discovered  the  enemy  just  before  us.  As  the  brigade 
moved,  he  was  in  advance  and  engaged  the  enemy  all  along.  My  com- 
mand carried  the  right  of  the  pike  and  had  several  engagements,  ex- 
posed several  times  to  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  capturing  4  prisoners. 

The  casualties  during  the  whole  engagement  were  1  killed,  G  wounded, 
and  1  missing.*    Seven  horses  killed  and  15  wounded. 

I  will  make  no  mention  of  one  ofi&cer  above  another.  All  did  their 
duty,  and  led  their  men  nobly  to  the  action ;  and  the  men,  their  actions 
on  the  battle  field,  are  beyond  what  I  could  speak  of  them  here.  Not 
one  of  my  command  ran  to  the  rear ;  all  acted  bravely.  In  all,  we  cap- 
tured 87  prisoners. 

Kespectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  MURRAY, 
Colonel  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry, 

John  Woolley, 

Actg,  Asst.  Adjt,  Gen,,  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 


No.  171. 


Beport  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  H.  DicMnson,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 
including  sMrmish  at  La  Vergne,  January  1. 

Headquarters  Fourth  MicHiaAN  Cavalry, 
Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  8, 1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  an  order  of  Colonel  Minty,  commanding  First 
Cavalry  Brigade,  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  troops  under  my 
command  since  my  separation  from  the  main  body  of  my  regiment  at 
the  cross-roads  near  Stewart's  Creek,  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike, 
December  31 : 

I  remained  there,  by  Colonel  Minty's  order,  with  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery and  four  companies  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry ,  viz.  Compa- 
nies A,  D,  G,  and  L,  until  the  morning  of  January  1,  when  I  was  ordered 
by  Colonel  Burke,  of  the  Tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  to  move  with  my  com- 
mand in  the  direction  of  La  Vergne,  to  engage  the  enemy  who  had  at- 
tacked our  baggage  train.  On  arriving  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
of  that  place,  we  found  the  enemy  attacking  and  burning  our  train.    I 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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immediately  ordered  a  part  of  my  men  to  dismount  and  protect  the  two 
l)ieces  of  artillery  under  ray  command  and  the  other  to  attack  the  enemy 
from  the  left.  After  a  brisk  fire  of  about  half  an  hour,  the  enemy  re- 
tired, leaving  15  killed  and  carrying  off  15  wounded. 

I  was  then  ordered  by  Colonel  Inues  to  patrol  the  pike  between  Stew- 
art's Creek  and  La  Vergne,  both  day  and  night,  until  January  4,  when, 
by  General  Stanley's  command,  I  escorted  Quartermaster  Dudley's  train 
to  Nashville  and  back  here,  where  I  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  7th 
instant. 

On  January  2,  two  prisoners  were  brought  in  by  our  pickets,  whom  I 
turned  over  to  Captain  Ward,  of  the  Tenth  Ohio,  commanding  detach- 
ment at  Stewart's  Creek.  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  report,  made  by 
Lieutenant  Eldridge,  who  was  for  a  few  days  in  command  of  a  separate 
detachment. 
Yours, 

W.  H.  DICKINSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  John  Woolley, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  172. 


Report  of  Capt,  Frank  W.  Mix,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  at 

Stewarfs  Creek  Bridge,  December  27. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 
Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn,,  January  8,  1863. 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  on  December  27,  1862, 1 
reported  to  General  Palmer  with  four  companies  of  the  Fourth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  Companies  H,  E,  L,  and  B. 

I  was  ordered  to  take  the  advance  of  a  brigade  of  infantry  and  one 
battery  of  artillery  and  move  off  on  the  Jefferson  pike,  to  take  and  hold 
the  bridge  over  Stewart's  Creek,  about  4  miles  east  of  Murfreesborough 
pike.  I  sent  Company  E  into  the  woods,  to  the  left  of  the  road,  as 
skirmishers,  and  Company  H  to  the  right.  When  about  IJ  miles  out 
on  the  road,  our  advance  came  upon  their  pickets.  I  immediately  started 
with  Companies  L  and  B  after  them.  We  were  then  2J  miles  from  the 
bridge.  At  every  rod  their  number  increased,  so  that  when  we  came 
to  the  bridge  we  were  chasing  about  200  of  them.  Captain  Pritchard, 
with  Company  L,  had  the  advance,  and  was  so  close  to  them  when  we 
crossed  the  bridge  that  some  of  them  were  pushed  off  the  side  of  the 
bridge  and  taken  [)risoners. 

As  soon  as  we  got  possession  of  the  bridge,  I  sent  couriers  back  to 
hurry  up  the  infantry.  While  we  were  waiting  they  attacked  us  in 
strong  force,  but  our  boys  nobly  stood  their  ground  and  repulsed  them. 
We  heard  no  report  from  the  infantry.  I  sent  another  courier  back, 
and  he  soon  came  back  to  me  saying  there  was  about  100  of  them  in  oui 
rear,  between  the  infantrj^  and  my  command.  I  then  attempted  to  draw 
part  of  my  command  (Company  L)  back  of  the  bridge,  but  I  no  sooner 
started  them  back  than  they  came  down  on  us  like  bees,  yelling  as  if 
they  had  us  sure.  I  had  Company  B,  under  Lieutenant  Carter,  posted 
on  each  side  of  the  road,  where  they  had  a  good  sight  of  them.  Com- 
pany L  came  back  to  the  bridge  on  double-quick,  with  the  enemy 
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close  at  their  heels.  I  ordered  them  to  right-about,  which  they  did 
handsomely,  not  a  man  flinching  or  wavering  in  the  least.  They  im- 
mediately opened  a  iire  upon  the  enemy,  which  soon  made  them  leave 
for  the  woods. 

I  soon  heard  tiring  in  my  rear,  and  sent  Captain  Pritchard,  with  his 
company,  back  to  find  out  the  cause.  As  I  instantly  expected  an  at- 
tack from  that  quarter,  I  called  Company  B  in  and  placed  them  on  the 
bridge.  They  again  attempted  to  drive  us  from  the  bridge,  but  our 
boys  were  too  much  for  them,  and  again  drove  them  back  under  cover 
of  the  woods.  Lieutenant  Leach  now  came  in  with  Comi)any  H ;  he 
had  run  on  the  party  in  our  rear,  and  with  20  men  drove  them  to  the 
woods,  and  joined  my  command.  The  artillery  soon  came  up,  and  my 
trouble  was  over. 

The  officers  and  men  of  these  four  companies  are  deserving  of  great 
praise.  With  50  men  we  charged  and  drove  for  2J  miles  200  of  the  First 
Alabama  Cavalry,  and  held  the  bridge  for  one-half  hour  against  the 
whole  regiment.  The  prisoners  we  took  admit  that  their  regiment  was 
all  there,  and  another  regiment  in  Wheeler's  brigade  was  2  miles  in  the 
rear,  on  Stone's  Eiver. 

I  lost  3  men  taken  prisoners,  between  the  infantry  and  my  command, 
«>nd  had  1  slightly  wounded.  We  took  from  them  9  prisoners,  wounded  1 
ieutenant  and  3  privates,  and  killed  1  lieutenant  and  1  i)rivate.  We 
also  took  4  horses ;  two  of  them  the  infantry  took  possession  of.  We 
remained  on  the  ground  over  night,  and  were  relieved  by  the  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  when  I  immediately  rejoined  my  regiment,  all 
right,  and  perfectly  satisfied  with  my  trip. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  W.  MIX, 
Captain^  Comdg.  Detachment  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry, 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Dickinson, 

Commanding  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry. 


No.  173. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Lansingh  B.  Eldridge^  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry^  of  opera- 
tions between  Nashville  and  La  Vergne^  January  1-3. 

January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  1st  day  of  January,  instant,  I  was  ordered  by  Captain 
Henion  to  take  20  men  of  Company  K,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry,  and 
proceed  toward  Nashville  as  an  advance  guard  of  the  train.  At  La 
Vergne  the  train  was  attacked,  and  the  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  I  prepared  to  join  them  ;  but  at  the  dis- 
charge of  the  enemy's  second  gun  the  Tennessee  cavalry  fled,  and  I,  with 
my  men,  remained  alone  to  protect  the  train.  I  left  the  pike  and  went 
to  the  right  and  passed  around  on  to  the  pike  again,  and  proceeded 
with  the  advance  of  the  train  to  Nashville,  while  the  enemy  burned  a 
portion  of  the  rear  of  the  train. 

On  the  3(1, 1  left  Nashville  to  join  my  regiment,  and  at  the  asylum  the 
train  was  attacked,  and  I  was  ordered  up  and  proceeded  at  a  double- 
quick,  and  found  that  fighting  was  going  on  on  both  sides  of  the  road, 
and,  seeing  we  were  the  weakest  on  the  left,  I  formed  on  that  side, 
where  a  portion  of  the  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry  was  engaging  the 
enemy,  but  as  we  entered  the  field  they  broke  and  fled,  and  I  dismounted 
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my  men  and  advanced  as  skirmishers,  leaving  our  horses  under  cover 
of  a  hill.  I  followed  the  enemy  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  retook  one  of 
our  wagons  loaded  with  ammunition,  and  then  proceeded  to  join  my  reg- 
iment, under  Colonel  Dickinson. 

L.  B.  ELDRIDGE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Compcmy  K, 

Adjutant  Fourth  Michigan  Oavajlry. 


No.  174. 


Report  of  Maj.  John  U.  Wynkoop^  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in- 
cluding sJcirmishes  on  the  Murfreesborough  road,  December  26-27  ,at 
OveralVs  Creeks  December  31,  and  on  Manchester  pike^  January  5. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  December  26, 
18G2, 1  was  ordered  with  my  regiment  to  move  on  the  Murfreesborough 
road,  in  rear  of  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade,  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade 
being  the  advance  of  that  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
After  proceeding  on  the  road  about  6  miles,  I  was  ordered  with  my  entire 
command  to  the  front,  with  instructions  to  use  one  half  in  the  advance 
and  upon  the  right  as  a  line  of  skirmishers,  keeping  the  other  half  as  a 
support.  In  this  order  we  proceeded  about  3  miles,  when  we  commenced 
engaging  the  enemy,  they  falling  back  gradually  1  mile  to  a  belt  of  wood, 
where  they  made  a  stubborn  stand.  Here  there  was  considerable  heavy 
firing,  in  which  3  of  my  men  were  wounded  and  2  horses  killed.  I  or- 
dered one  company  to  charge,  which  was  done  with  promptness,  and 
which  caused  the  enemy  to  retire,  we  pressing  and  skirmishing  with 
him  until  night  came  on. 

The  27th  was  occupied  in  skirmishing  on  the  left.  'No  casualties  in 
my  regiment  this  day. 

Sunday,  December  28,  but  little  skirmishing ;  my  command  chiefly  in 
cami). 

Monday,  December  29,  was  ordered  on  the  left  of  General  Wood's 
division ;  throwing  out  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  left,  moved  with  the 
line  of  battle.    No  casualties. 

Tuesday,  December  30,  ordered  to  form  a  line  of  couriers  from  the 
extreme  left,  connecting  with  those  on  the  right,  keeping  a  reserve  in  the 
center,  one  upon  the  right  center,  and  one  upon  the  left  center.  These 
duties  were  performed  by  the  Second  and  Third  Battalions,  commanded 
by  myself,  the  First  Battalion  being  with  Colonel  Minty  upon  a  recon- 
naissance to  La  Vergne ;  the  First  Battalion  commanded  by  Captain 
Jennings. 

Wednesday,  December  31,  the  First  Battalion  absent  with  Colonel 
Minty;  the  Second  and  Third  contiuuing  as  vedettes  and  couriers  until 
9  a.  m.,  when  our  right  fell  back,  creating  much  consternation  and  dis- 
order. My  vedettes  and  line  of  couriers  were  compelled  to  retire,  which' 
was  done  in  good  order,  the  men  rallying  upon  their  chiefs. 

My  command  being  collected  together,  1  used  my  utmost  exertions 
to  press  the  troops  to  the  front,  who  were  coming  back  in  much  con- 
fusion. Finding  my  endeavors  almost  useless,  the  greatest  confusion 
prevailing,  1  dispatched  a  courier  to  General  Rosecrans  to  know  what 
position  the  cavalry  should  be  assigned  to.    He  directed  me  to  take  my 


632  KY.,  MID.  AND  L.   TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap,  xxxr^ 

command  to  the  rear,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  remained  in  the  rear 
until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  Kennett 
(commanding  cavalry  division)  to  bring  my  command  upon  the  Mur- 
freesborough  pike,  where  a  portion  of  the  cavalry  were  engaging  the 
rebel  cavalry.  We  were  thrown  upon  the  front,  and  were  for  some  time 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  under  cover.  The  officers  and  men 
here  behaved  with  great  coolness,  and  deserve  much  credit. 

The  First  Battalion,  under  command  of  Captain  Jennings,  returned 
from  La  Vergne  with  General  Stanley  and  Colonel  Minty.  Moving 
rapidly  to  the  right  and  front,  it  took  up  position  on  the  extreme  right 
of  our  line.  Dismounting,  it  met  the  advance  of  the  rebels,  and  finally 
fell  back.  Mounting  and  reforming,  the  First  Battalion  took  up  a  new 
position  on  the  left  of  the  rest  of  the  cavalry.  After  a  half  hour's  more 
fighting,  darkness  brought  a  cessation  of  the  fighting. 

The  loss  this  day  was  2  killed,  4  wounded,  and  4  taken  prisoners. 

Thursday,  January  1,  T  was  ordered  with  my  entire  command  upon 
the  right  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  who  was  continually 
moving  upon  the  flank ;  considerable  firing  between  the  skirmishers, 
several  of  my  horses  being  killed  and  wounded.  This  day  my  regi- 
mental train  was  burned  by  the  enemy  while  en  route  for  Nashville, 
having  upon  it  all  regimental  books,  papers,  company  property,  camp 
equipage,  officers'  baggage,  &c. 

Friday,  January  2,  was  placed  on  the  right  to  watch  that  flank.  Much 
skirmishing  all  day.  No  casualties  to-day.  This  evening  went  on  picket 
in  right  and  rear. 

Saturday,  January  3,  on  picket  all  day. 

Sunday,  January  4,  relieved  from  picket.  At  2  p.  m.  was  ordered  to 
move  with  the  brigade  to  Wilkinson's  Cross-Eoads. 

Monday,  January  6,  ordered  to  move  in  rear  of  brigade  toward  Mur- 
freesborough  j  passed  through  Murfreesborough,  3  miles  on  Manchester 
road,  when  my  command  was  ordered  to  the  front.  The  position  as- 
signed me  was  on  the  left,  where  we  immediately  commenced  engaging 
the  enemy,  which  lasted  with  considerable  severity  for  about  one  hour, 
we  driving  them  from  the  ground  they  occupied  to  a  belt  of  wood,  where 
they  are  under  cover.    I  had  1  sergeant  wounded  severely. 

The  loss  in  my  regiment  since  leaving  Nashville  to  the  present  time 
was  as  follows :  Killed,  2 ;  wounded,  9 ;  prisoners  and  missing,  50. 
Total,  61. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  E.  WYNKOOP, 
Major,  Commanding  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Lieut.  John  Woolley, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- Oe7ieral. 


No.  175. 


Reports  of  Col.  Lewis  Zahm,  Third  Ohio^  Cavalry,  commanding  8eco7id 
'    Brigade,  including  sMrmishes  at  FranMin,  December  26-27,  WilMnson^s 
Cross- Roads,  December  29,  OveralVs  Creek,  December  31,  La  Vergne, 
January  1,  Cox's  Rill,  January  3,  and  on  Shelby ville  pilce,  January  5. 

Hdqrs.  2d  Cav.  Brig.,  in  Camp  on  Wilson's  Pike, 

Near  Nolensville  Crossing,  December  27,  1862. 

General  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received,  I  moved  from  our  old 
camp  at  Nashville  yesterday  morning  at  8  o'clock  with  the  First,  Third, 
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and  Fourth  [Ohio]  Cavalry  Eegiments,  950  strong  in  all.  I  crossed 
over  on  the  Franklin  pike,  south  of  General  Thomas'  headquarters,  as 
J  afterward  learned.  T  passed  the  immense  trains  and  troops  on  the 
Franklin  pike,  beyond  Brentwood.  I  halted  my  command,  as  I  had 
not  seen  General  Thomas  yet.  I  supposed  he  was  on  the  move  with 
the  troops  in  front.  I  kept  inquiring  along  the  column,  and  was  told 
that  he  was  in  the  advance.  1  proceeded  myself  on  the  Wilson  Creek 
pike  some  2  miles,  almost  to  the  head  of  the  column,  but  then  learning 
from  General  Eousseau  that  General  Thomas  was  in  the  rear,  I  imme- 
diately started  back  some  6  miles ;  there  ascertaining  that  General 
Thomas  had  cut  across  the  country  on  to  the  Nolens ville  pike,  I  thought 
further  pursuit  would  be  useless.  1  started  back  to  join  my  command 
and  to  carry  out  the  remainder  of  my  instructions.  I  proceeded  to 
Franklin;  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  2^  miles  out;  drove  them  in. 
Skirmishing  continued  until  within  half  a  mile  of  Franklin,  when  a  sharp 
skirmish  ensued,  we  driving  the  rebels.  They  then  made  another  halt 
in  town.  1  dismounted  some  six  companies  to  act  as  skirmishers  on 
foot ;  came  round  on  both  flanks  with  mounted  skirmishers,  and  their 
reserves  finally  charged  through  the  river  into  town,  where  some  con- 
siderable firing  ensued  ;  drove  the  rebels  out ;  drove  them  some  2  miles 
beyond  town ;  the  lateness  of  the  day  prevented  further  pursuit,  for  by 
this  time  it  began  to  be  dark.  The  enemy  was  taken  by  surprise;  could 
not  get  their  forces  together  before  we  were  upon  them;  therefore  made 
it  rather  an  easy  task  to  drive  them,  as  they  were  in  several  directions, 
formed  several  lines,  but  as  we  advanced  and  fired  they  invariably  fled. 
We  took  10  prisoners,  one  of  them  a  lieutenant  of  General  Bragg's  escort, 
who  was  there  on  business  with  16  men.  We  captured  a  private  of  the 
same  escort.  We  captured  that  number  of  horses,  several  mules,  some 
shot-guns  and  carbines,  broke  up  their  camps,  and  burned  several  tents 
for  them.  From  the  best  information  received,  I  made  out  the  force  to 
have  been  about  900,  consisting  of  Colonel  Smith's  regiment  and  an 
independent  battalion.  I  shall  send  the  prisoners  to  Nashville  this 
morning. 

I  learned  that  quite  a  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  were  9  miles  out 
of  Franklin,  on  the  road  leading  to  Murfreesborough.  I  arrived  in 
camp  here  at  nearly  9  o'clock  last  evening ;  reported  to  General  Rous- 
seau, in  the  absence  of  General  Thomas.  We  learned  that  the  enemy 
had  quite  a  force  at  Triune,  some  10  miles  south  of  this.  General  Rous- 
seau and  myself  came  to  the  conclusion  to  use  my  brigade  to-day  in 
reconnoitering  the  front  and  right,  until  further  orders  could  be  received 
from  you.  T  shall  therefore  send  some  500  men  toward  Petersburg  and 
Triune  to  reconnoiter ;  shall  likewise  send  a  smaller  force  over  toward 
Franklin,  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  has  come  back  again  or  not. 
My  force  will  be  back  in  camp  toward  evening ;  will  remain  here  and 
picket  Wilson's  Creek  pike,  as  instructed,  until  your  further  orders  are 
received. 

I  forgot  to  mention  that  we  killed  3  of  the  enemy ;  could  not  ascertain 
the  number  of  wounded ;  must  have  wounded  some  in  proportion  to 
the  killed.     My  command  behaved  nobly,  both  ofi&cers  and  men. 

The  Third  [Ohio]  Cavalry  had  the  advance,  and  did  the  principal  part 
of  the  fighting;  there  was  no  flinch  to  them;  they  moved  steadly  on- 
ward, and  finally  made  the  charge  through  town. 
I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  ZAHM, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

General  Stanley,  , 

Commanding  Cavalry. 
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Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  January  2,  1863 — 11  o'clock. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  9  a.  m.  yesterday,  I 
proceeded  with  the  Third  [Ohio]  Cavalry  and  the  Anderson  Troop,  as 
directed,  forward  to  guard  the  trains  in  motion  on  the  road  to  Nashville. 
I  took  up  every  train  in  front  of  me  which  was  in  motion.  At  Stewart's 
Creek  I  found  the  Third  Division  train  just  putting  out.  It  detained 
me  about  one  hour;  at  the  same  time  I  learned  that  a  heavy  cavalry 
force  was  to  the  left  of  me.  I  ordered  the  train  to  i)roceed  at  a  brisk 
walk.  We  moved  on  until  we  arrived  at  La  Vergne;  the  train  had 
passed  the  flats  at  La  Vergne,  myself  and  command  resting  on  the  flat, 
when  my  flankers  discovered  the  enemy  to  our  left  and  engaged  him.  I 
immediately  turned  into  the  field,  formed  line  of  battle,  and  dispatched 
orderlies  to  the  front  to  move  the  train  on  a  trot. 

The  enemy  formed ;  then  ensued  skirmishing  with  the  skirmishers. 
The  enemy  formed  a  new  line,  which  I  counteracted ;  kept  him  at  bay 
ready  to  receive  their  charge;  they,  however,  declined  to  charge — 
wheeled  in  column  of  fours,  moved  to  the  left  of  our  train,  and  forward 
around  a  hill  in  front  and  to  the  left  of  the  road,  with  the  intention  of 
heading  off  the  train.  By  this  time  the  rear  of  the  train  was  half  a 
mile  ahead  of  us.  I  immediately  followed  the  train ;  sent  flankers  at  a 
rapid  pace  toward  the  front  to  watch  and  engage  the  enemy  if  approach- 
ing.    The  enemy  did  not  succeed  in  heading  the  train. 

After  proceeding  about  2  miles  farther,  discovered  the  enemy  charg- 
ing up  the  pike  on  our  rear.  I  met  them  and  repulsed  them.  They 
charged  again.  I  repulsed  them  again,  charged  them  back  for  2  miles, 
scattered  them,  killed  9,  wounded  11,  and  took  2  prisoners.  I  had  a 
few  men  slightly  wounded.  After  this  they  troubled  my  train  no  more. 
Not  a  wagon  fell  into  their  hands  ahead  of  the  escort.  Some  four  or 
five  wagons  broke  down,  which  we  left  and  destroyed.  The  enemy's 
forces  were  Wheeler's  brigade,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  they 
played  upon  us  pretty  lively.  A  short  time  before  we  were  attacked  a 
large  number  of  the  Second  Tennessee  came  running  by  my  column, 
running  away  from  the  front,  stating  that  our  forces  were  in  full  retreat. 
I  placed  a  company  in  the  road,  halted  every  one  of  them,  but  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  skirmish  they  ran  again  like  sheep.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  the  Anderson  Troop,  with  very  few  exceptions,  as  the  enemy 
charged  us  in  the  rear,  scampered  off  in  most  every  direction  ;  did  not 
stand  up  to  the  work  at  all ;  the  contrary,  caused,  together  with  the 
negroes.  Second  Tennessee  all  running,  somewhat  of  a  stampede  among 
the  wagons,  which  caused  the  few  break-downs  above  mentioned. 

I  arrived  here  at  9  p.  m.  Found  no  forage  for  horses.  Sent  out  a 
train  after  forage  this  morning,  so  it  will  be  5  o'clock  this  p.  m.  before 
our  horses  will  get  a  mouthful  to  eat.  Since  3  o'clock  yesterday  morn- 
ing they  have  labored  very  hard,  and  consequently  are  not  fit  for  any 
service  to-day.     Both  horses  and  men  are  very  much  used  up. 

I  am  awaiting  further  orders.  I  have  ordered  the  Anderson  Troop 
to  report  to  me  early  this  morning,  but  they  have  not  done  so  up  to  this 
time.  They  are  very  much  demoralized.  In  any  work  for  me  to  do,  I 
ask  you  to  please  not  to  count  them  as  being  any  help  to  me.  I  would 
sooner  do  without  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  ZAHM, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 

General  Stanley, 

/  Commanding  Cavalry, 


Chap.  XXXn.]  THE  STONE^S  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  635 

Headquarters  Second  Cavalry  Brigade, 
In  Camp  near  Mur/reesboroughj  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

Lieutenant  :  I  herewith  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  and 
the  work  performed  by  my  brigade  since  onr  departure  from  Nashville 
until  the  close  of  the  battle  before  Murfreesborough. 

I  left  Nashville  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo,  with  three  regi- 
ments of  my  brigade,  viz,  the  First,  Third,  and  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry, 
the  Fifth  Kentucky  remaining  at  Nashville.  My  force  numbered  950 
men.  We  marched  out  on  the  Franklin  pike,  the  Third  Ohio  having  the 
advance.  When  within  2  miles  of  Franklin,  drove  in  the  rebel  pickets, 
skirmished  all  the  way  down  to  Franklin,  drove  the  enemy  out,  and 
pursued  him  some  2  miles.  From  the  best  information  received,  the 
enemy  were  900  strong  (all  cavalry),  part  of  Wharton's  brigade.  Wo 
killed  4,  wounded  several,  and  took  10  prisoners,  among  them  a  lieuten- 
ant of  General  Bragg's  escort,  several  horses  and  mules,  and  destroyed 
their  camps,  with  some  tents  si  anding  thereon.  We  retired  from  Frank- 
lin, moved  over  to  the  Wilson  Creek  pike,  and  picketed  said  pike. 

On  the  27th,  sent  the  First  Ohio  and  most  of  the  Fourth  Ohio,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Milliken,  on  the  Wilson  Creek  pike,  toward  Triune, 
to  reconnoiter.  They  proceeded  within  2  miles  of  Triune,  captured  6 
of  the  rebel  pickets,  when  the  enemy  opened  on  them  with  shells ;  threw 
some  50  without  damaging  us  any )  then  my  force  retired  to  camp.  I 
likewise  had  sent  a  battalion  of  the  Third  to  Franklin  to  reconnoiter, 
which  drove  in  the  rebel  pickets,  who  had  returned  in  force  after  my  com- 
mand had  left  the  evening  previous.  Quite  a  skirmish  ensued,  in  which 
3  of  the  rebels  were  killed  and  several  wounded.  Aiter  skirmishing 
some  two  hours,  and  the  enemy  being  too  strong  to  drive,  the  battalion 
returned  to  camp  in  good  order  without  any  loss. 

On  the  28th,  moved  with  the  command  to  Triune  without  anything 
occurring  worth  mentioning. 

On  the  29th,  proceeded  toward  Murfreesborough,  moving  between  the 
Franklin  road  and  the  road  called  Bole  Jack  road,  which  General  Mc- 
Cook's  corps  moved  on.  1  divided  my  brigade  into  three  columns, 
marching  parallel  with  one  another  and  with  the  main  force,  the  right 
(the  Fourth  Ohio)  moving  on  the  Franklin  road,  the  Third  in  center, 
and  the  First  on  the  left,  the  columns  being  from  1  to  IJ  miles  apart, 
throwing  out  skiimishers,  connecting  one  column  with  the  other,  and 
connecting  on  the  left  with  the  main  column.  We  thus  proceeded  for 
5  miles,  when  the  center  column  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets,  which 
they  drove  in,  the  different  columns  steadily  advancing. 

Shortly  after,  both  the  right  and  the  left  encountered  pickets,  driving 
them  in  before  them.  After  proceeding  about  1  mile  farther,  we  came 
upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  (Wharton's  brigade),  engaged  them  for  three 
hours,  some  time  the  right  wiug,  then  the  left,  then  the  center,  receiving 
several  charges,  which  were  repulsed,  driving  the  enemy  some  2  miles, 
when  the  brigade  concentrated,  repelling  a  heavy  charge  from  the 
enemy,  driving  him  back  under  his  guns,  which  were  only  a  short  dis- 
tance from  us.     We  then  retired  some  2  miles  and  went  into  camp. 

Some  few  casualties  occurred  this  day.  The  officers  and  men  behaved 
admirably  during  the  whole  day.  The  Fourth  had  proceeded  until  the 
enemy  threw  shells  into  them  pretty  rapidly,  when  they  retired.  We 
were  within  4  miles  of  Murfreesborough. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  was  ordered  to  proceed  on  the  Franklin 
road  toward  Murfreesborough,  to  push  the  enemy  hard.  We  had  en- 
camped that  night  near  the  brick  church,  on  the  road  leading  from  Gen- 
eral McCook's  headquarters  to  the  Franklin  road.    I  proceeded  thaft 
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morning  with  my  command  and  the  Second  East  Tennessee,  which  re^ 
ported  to  me  that  morning,  via  that  road  to  the  Franklin  road,  at  which 
crossing  we  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  and  drove  them  in.  Sent 
a  party  of  the  Fourth  to  reconnoiter  on  the  road  leading  south  to  Salem, 
where  they  soon  came  upon  a  stronger  force,  and  a  brisk  skirmish  en- 
sued. I  increased  the  number  of  skirmishers,  especially  to  the  left, 
skirmished  with  the  enemy  for  an  hour  or  more,  when  a  courier  arrived, 
saying  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  with  a  heavy  cavalry  force  and 
some  artillery. 

In  the  mean  time  I  had  ascertained,  likewise,  that  a  heavy  force  of 
the  enemy  was  encamped  some  little  distance  south  of  the  Franklin 
road,  and  east  of  where  my  column  halted.  I  did  not  think  it  prudent 
to  advance,  and,  owing  to  the  bad  grounds  (being  all  timber)  where  my 
force  halted,  I  retired  to  my  camping-ground,  near  which  were  large 
open  fields,  well  adapted  for  cavalry  movements.  I  soon  formed  a  line 
of  battle.  The  enemy  made  his  appearance.  Skirmishers  engaged  him 
pretty  briskly.  The  enemy  maneuvered  with  the  design  to  outflank  us, 
but  did  not  succeed.  I  forestalled  him  every  time.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  severe  skirmishing,  nothing  transpired.  The  enemy  retired, 
when  I  concluded  to  join  the  main  body  of  our  army. 

After  marching  about  a  mile,  met  General  Stanley,  with  a  brigade  of 
infantry  and  a  battery  of  artillery,  to  re-enforce  me.  The  general  marched 
the  whole  command  toward  the  enemy's  camp.  On  reaching  its  vicinity 
the  enemy  drew  ui>  in  line  of  battle.  Skirmishing  ensued.  Remained 
there  about  half  an  hour,  when  the  general  withdrew,  with  the  remark 
that  we  were  not  ready  yet  to  fight  the  whole  of  Hardee's  army  corps. 
That  night  we  encamped  1^  miles  from  the  enemy's  camp,  and  laid  on 
our  arms  all  night. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  I  had  my  command  drawn 
up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  my  camp  j  sent  out  two  squadrons  to 
the  front  and  to  the  right  to  reconnoiter.  Had  been  in  the  line  about 
half  an  hour,  when  I  heard  heavy  firing — cannon  and  musketry — to  my 
left  and  a  little  to  the  front.  Soon  after  I  beheld  our  infantry  scattered 
all  over  the  fields,  running  toward  my  line,  when  I  learned  that  General 
Johnson's  division  was  repulsed.  At  about  the  same  time  my  skirmish- 
ers engaged  the  enemy,  when  they  were  driven  in,  reporting  that  the 
enemy  were  approaching  in  heavy  force.  Sure  enough,  I  soon  discov- 
ered heavy  lines  of  infantry  coming  toward  my  front  and  on  the  left, 
where  General  Johnson's  division  had  been  posted ;  also  to  my  right 
the  enemy's  cavalry  were  coming  round  in  long  columns,  with  the  evi- 
dent design  to  outflank  us. 

I  concluded  to  retire  slowly  toward  the  main  body  of  our  army,  the 
enemy  pressing  hard  on  me ;  kept  him  at  bay  with  my  skirmishers.  I 
retired  in  this  wise  for  a  mile,  when  I  formed  a  line  of  battle  with  the 
First  and  Third,  when  the  enemy  charged  on  them  with  their  cavalry, 
but  were  repulsed  by  my  men.  About  this  time  the  enemy  began  to 
throw  shells  into  my  lines  pretty  lively.  The  first  shell  that  landed 
mortally  wounded  Major  Moore,  of  the  First  Ohio.  I  now  fell  back, 
formed  a  new  line,  received  the  enemy's  charge,  repulsed  them,  and 
made  many  of  the  rebels  bite  the  dust.  Shells  coming  pretty  thick 
again,  I  retired  farther,  when  I  made  another  stand,  supported  by  Wil- 
lich's  regiment  of  infantry ;  received  the  enemy's  charge,  and  repulsed 
him  again.  I  then  withdrew  my  whole  command  through  a  large  strip 
of  wood  to  another  open  lot — shells  of  the  enemy  helping  us  along — 
passing  by  a  line  of  rebel  infantry,  marching  parallel  with  my  column, 
not  over  200  yards  from  us,  so  that  we  were  nearly  surrounded,  as  the 
enemy's  cavalry  were  working  round  our  right  all  the  time,  and  the 
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iofantry  and  artillery  following  us  closely  in  our  rear  and  to  our  left. 
They  had  cavalry  enough  to  spare  to  strike,  or  to  take  position,  when 
ever  required. 

When  we  arrived  on  the  open  ground.  General  McCook's  aide  told  me 
the  whole  of  General  McCook^s  ammunition  train  was  close  by,  on  a 
dirt  road  running  by  that  point,  and  that  I  must  try  to  save  it.  I  soon 
formed  my  command  in  line,  when  the  enemy  made  his  appearance  in 
a  position  occupying  two -thirds  of  a  circle.  They  prepared  to  charge 
upon  us ;  likewise  commeDced  throwing  shells,  at  which  the  Second  East 
Tennessee  broke  and  ran  like  sheep.  The  Fourth,  after  receiving  sev- 
eral shells,  which  killed  some  of  their  men  and  horses,  likewise  retired 
from  their  line,  as  it  became  untenable.  The  First  had  been  ordered  to 
proceed  farther  on  into  another  lot,  to  form  and  to  receive  a  charge 
from  another  line  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The  Third  moved  to  the  left, 
in  the  vicinity  of  a  white  house.  About  the  time  the  First  was  formed, 
the  enemy  charged  upon  the  Fourth,  which,  being  on  the  retreat,  owing 
to  the  shells  coming  pretty  freely,  moved  off  at  a  pretty  lively  gait.  The 
Third  moved  farther  to  the  left,  and,  somewhat  sheltered  by  the  house 
and  barns,  the  First  charged  upon  the  enemy ;  did  not  succeed  in  driv- 
ing them  back. 

On  returning  from  said  charge  the  gallant  Colonel  Milliken  *  and  a 
lieutenant  were  killed,  and  another  lieutenant  severely  wounded. 

At  this  juncture  the  First  and  Fourth  retired  pretty  fast,  the  enemy 
in  close  pursuit  after  them,  the  Second  East  Tennessee  having  the  lead 
of  them  all.  Matters  looked  pretty  blue  now  5  the  ammunition  train 
was  supposed  to  be  gone  up,  when  the  Third  charged  upon  the  enemy, 
driving  him  back,  capturing  several  prisoners,  and  recapturing  a  good 
many  of  our  men,  and  saved  the  train.  I  was  with  the  three  regiments 
that  skedaddled,  and  among  the  last  to  leave  the  field.  Tried  hard  to 
rally  them,  but  the  panic  was  so  great  that  I  could  not  do  it.  I  could 
not  get  the  command  together  again  until  I  arrived  at  the  north  side  of 
the  creek  j  then  I  found  that  only  about  one-third  of  the  First  and 
Fourth  Regiments  were  there,  and  nearly  all  of  the  Second  East  Ten- 
nessee. These  I  marched  back  across  the  creek,  when,  joined  by  the 
Third,  we  had  several  skirmishes  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  all  day  long ; 
received  several  charges,  and  repulsed  them. 

All  the  ofi&cers  and  men  behaved  well  through  all  the  fighting  up  to 
the  stampede,  which  was  not  very  creditable.  All  of  them  that  1 
brought  back  into  action  again  behaved  well  during  the  rest  of  the  day. 
I  must  say  the  Third  deserves  great  credit  for  this  day's  fighting — for 
the  coolness  and  bravery  of  its  officers  and  men,  and  for  its  determina- 
tion to  save  the  train,  which  they  accomplished.  I  do  not  wish  to  take 
any  credit  away  from  the  other  regiments,  as  they  all  fought  nobly  and 
did  first-rate,  with  the  exception  of  the  stampede. 

On  January  1,  after  being  in  line  of  battle  since  3  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered 
to  take  the  Third  Ohio  and  the  Anderson  Troop,  proceed  to  Nashville, 
and  escort  the  army  wagon  train  through  to  Nashville.  I  left  about  9 
o'clock.  A  little  below  La  Vergne  was  attacked  by  General  Wheeler's 
cavalry  brigade ;  repulsed  him  twice ;  killed  9,  wounded  several,  and 
took  2  prisoners ;  saved  all  the  train  but  two  or  three  wagons,  which  broke 
down  in  the  excitement;  saved  several  cannon  belonging  to  a  Wiscon- 
sin battery  going  along  with  the  train,  which  were  abandoned  by  the 
drivers,  horses  still  hitched  to  the  cannon.  Some  of  my  men  mounted 
the  horses  and  took  the  cannon  into  Nashville.  The  enemy  threw  shells 
at  us,  but  did  not  succeed  in  hurting  any  of  the  men.    The  Anderson 

*  See  also  Whartcn's  report,  No.  305,  p.  966. 
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Troop,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  were  of  very  little  benefit  to  me,  as  the  ma- 
jority of  them  ran  as  soon  as  we  were  attacked.  Arrived  at  Nashville 
at  9  p.  m. ;  found  no  forage  for  my  horses. 

Next  day,  January  2,  had  to  send  out  a  foraging  party.  They  re- 
turned at  5  p.  m.,  when  my  horses  were  fed  for  the  first  time  since  leav- 
ing the  front,  the  day  previous  at  3  a.  m. 

At  1  o'clock  on  the  3d  was  ordered  to  leave  at  3  o'clock,  to  escort  a  hos- 
pital store  train  and  an  ammunition  train  through  to  the  front.  When  2 
miles  out,  had  to  wait  for  Colonel  McOook  to  come  up  with  two  and  a 
half  regiments  of  infantry  and  some  150  of  the  Third  Tennessee  Cav- 
alry. Two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Ohio,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
White,  were  with  me  likewise.  It  was  11  o'clock  before  we  got  started. 
All  of  this  force  combined  formed  the  escort  of  the  train.  W  e  proceeded 
about  8  miles,  when  we  were  attacked  by  Wheeler's  brigade.  We  re- 
pulsed them,  taking  12  prisoners,  among  them  2  lieutenants ;  killed  15, 
and  wounded  many.  They  did  but  little  damage  to  the  train,  which  was 
done  through  the  cowardice  of  the  teamsters.  I  had  1  man  killed  and 
1  wounded.  The  enemy  tried  to  attack  us  the  second  time,  but  retired 
before  our  forces  met.  We  brought  the  train  through  safely,  and  arrived 
with  it  at  1  o'clock  the  next  morning.  During  my  three  days'  absence 
the  First  and  Fourth  were  busily  employed  reconnoitering,  doing  picket 
duty,  and  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

On  the  4th,  marched  my  command  to  the  front,  near  Murfreesborough, 
to  reconnoiter,  the  enemy  having  withdrawn  their  forces. 

On  the  5th,  marched  to  the  front,  some  4^  miles  beyond  Murfreesbor- 
ough, on  the  Shelbyville  road,  on  a  reconnaissance,  capturing  quite  a 
number  of  rebel  stragglers ;  pushed  a  squadron  of  the  Fourth  some  3  miles 
farther,  to  a  point  where  they  could  overlook  the  pike  for  5  miles  ahead, 
when  they  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  entirely  disappeared.  The 
skirmishers  of  the  Fourth  had  some  skirmishing  with  some  of  the  rebel 
cavalry.  By  7  o'clock  was  back  to  camp  again.  You  will  observe  that 
my  command  had  fought  nearly  every  day  from  the  time  we  left  Nash- 
ville up  to  this  time.  They  worked  very  hard,  and  deserve  a  great  deal 
of  credit  for  what  they  have  done,  as  both  officers  and  men  fought  bravely. 

Herewith  find  list  of  casualties,  which  are  not  large,  considering  the 
number  of  engagements  we  were  in. 

All  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWI8  ZAHM, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Lieut.  M.  B.  Chamberlin, 

Aetg,  Asst,  Adjt  Oen,j  1st  Cav,  Div.,  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


Betum  of  casualties  in  the  Second  Cavalry  Brigade  (Zahm^s)^  December  26,  ld62-^anuary  6, 

1863  (Stone's  River). 
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No.  176. 

Beport  of  Maj,  James  LaughliUj  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  of  operations  Jan 

uary  1-6. 

Camp  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
N^ear  Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  First 
Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry : 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the 
regiment,  and  was  immediately  ordered  in  the  rear  of  Stewart's  Creek 
and  on  the  right,  on  picket  or  outpost  duty.  In  the  evening  I  was 
ordered  back  in  front  of  Stewart's  Creek  and  on  the  right,  to  stand  on 
picket  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  I  was  ordered  to  advance  my  regiment  for- 
ward on  the  right,  which  I  did,  and  found  the  enemy  in  my  front,  and 
skirmished  with  them  until  dark.  I  was  then  ordered  into  camp  for  the 
night. 

The  morning  of  the  3d,  I  was  ordered  to  march  my  regiment  to  the 
rear  of  Stewart's  Creek,  which  I  did.  In  the  evening  I  was  ordered  to 
join  my  command  with  the  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  make  a 
reconnaissance  on  our  left,  which  was  done,  and  we  returned  to  camp  the 
same  night. 

Eemained  in  camp  on  the  4th  until  evening;  was  ordered  to  the  front, 
and  left  to  guard  the  railroad  bridge  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  went  on  scout  beyond  Murfreesborough, 
on  the  Shelbyville  pike,  and  returned,  no  casualties  having  happened 
during  the  time  included. 
Your  most  obedient, 

JAMES  LAUGHLIN, 
Major,  Commanding  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Col.  L.  Zahm, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 


No.  177. 


Report  of  Capt.  Valentine  Cnpp,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  including  sTcirmishes 
at  Franklin,  December  26,  WilMnson^s  Cross-Roads,  December  29,  and 
OveralVs  Creek,  December  31. 

Headquarters  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

January  6,  1863. 

December  26,  left  Nashville  for  Franklin ;  arrived  at  Franklin  at  3 
p.  m. ;  found  the  enemy  occupying  the  town ;  drove  them  from  it  and 
proceeded  to  Wilson's  Creek  pike,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

December  27,  left  camp  at  8  o'clock ;  proceeded  toward  Triune ;  struck 
the  enemy's  pickets  within  5  miles  of  Triune ;  drove  in  their  pickets, 
captured  6,  and  returned  to  the  camp  occupied  the  previous  night. 

December  28,  left  camp  at  8  o'clock  for  Triune,  where  we  encamped. 

December  29,  left  camp  at  9  o'clock  on  a  reconnaissance  toward  Mur- 
freesborough. Struck  the  enemy's  scouts  when  within  1  mile  of  Stew- 
art's Creek,  when  active  skirmishing  commenced  and  continued  until 
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sundown,  having  driven  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  least  3J  miles.  One 
man  missing  while  crossing  Stewart's  Greek.  At  sundown  we  retired 
back  across  Stewart's  Creek  and  encamped. 

December  30,  skirmished  with  the  enemy  all  day  on  the  right  of  Gen- 
eral Johnson's  division,  driving  the  enemy's  cavalry  wherever  they  made 
their  appearance,  and  retired  and  encamped  in  the  camp  occupied  by 
us  the  night  before. 

December  31,  at  7  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  take  two  companies 
and  make  a  thorough  reconnaissance  up  the  creek  in  the  woods  on  our 
right.  After  throwing  out  skirmishers  into  the  woods,  I  received  orders 
from  you  to  withdraw  my  command  as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  enemy 
were  advancing  in  force  on  my  left.  I  immediately  withdrew  at  full 
speed,  and  passed  the  enemy's  left  (infantry)  within  150  yards  under 
heavy  fire,  slightly  wounding  only  1  man  and  2  horses.  After  passing 
their  flank  half  a  mile,  I  discovered  your  brigade  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  the  corn-field  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek.  Being  unable  to 
join  my  regiment  at  this  point,  I  proceeded  down  the  creek  half  a  mile 
and  crossed,  joining  the  brigade  on  the  right  (my  regiment  was  on  the 
left),  retiring  slowly  in  column  of  fours.  After  retiring  half  a  mile,  we 
were  again  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  remained  until  we  were  under 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  we  were  compelled  to 
retire.  Here  the  brave  and  heroic  Maj.  D.  A.  B.  Moore  fell,  mortally 
wounded.  We  then  retired  across  a  corn-field,  the  enemy  in  full  and 
fast  pursuit,  with  at  least  three  times  our  number,  when  we  again 
formed,  receiving  three  heavy  charges  from  the  enemy's  cavalry,  but 
repulsed  them  every  time  with  a  fire  from  our  carbines.  Their  artillery 
was  still  open  on  us.  We  then  retired  through  the  woods  toward  the 
Nashville  pike,  when  we  formed  in  a  corn-field.  The  enemy  (cavalry 
and  infantry)  immediately  appearing,  our  noble  commander.  Col.  Minor 
Milliken,  ordered  our  regiment,  five  companies,  to  charge  them.  Being 
unable  to  hold  his  position  after  the  charge,  he  ordered  the  regiment  to 
retire,  when  he  received  the  fatal  shot  that  killed  him  instantly.  About 
this  time  Second  Lieutenant  Condit  was  killed,  and  our  adjutant.  First 
Lieut.  William  Scott,  fell  seriously  wounded.  The  companies  then  re- 
tired to  the  pike  and  crossed  Stewart's  Creek  on  the  pike.  I  found 
myself  in  command,  and  repulsed  the  enemy,  who  had  pursued  to  the 
creek  and  taken  possession  of  our  wagon  train,  killing  2  and  wounding 
4.    At  this  time  the  brigade  came  across  the  creek  and  organized. 

January  1,  at  9  a.  m..  Major  Laughlin  reported  for  duty  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  regiment. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  CASUALTIES. 

Commissioned  officers  killed 3 

Privates  killed 2 

Commissioned  officers  wounded 1 

Privates  wounded 10 

Commissioned  officers  missing  (surgeon) 1 

Privates  missing ....,  14 

Total 31 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

VALENTINE  CUPP, 
Captairij  Commanding  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Col.  L.  Zahm, 

Comdg,  Second  Oav.  Brig,,  First  Biv.,  14:th  Army  Corps, 
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No.  178. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Douglas  A.  Murray,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  including 
skirmishes  at  Franklin,  December  26-27,  and  OveralVs  Creek,  Decem- 
ber 31. 

Headquarters  Third  Ohio  Cavalry, 
In  Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  6,  1863. 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  from  your  head 
quarters,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  your  information,  the  part  taken 
by  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry  in  the  several  engagements  in  which  the  regi- 
ment was  engaged  since  leaving  JSTashville,  Tenn.,  on  December  26  last, 
on  which  day  we  proceeded  to  Franklin,  driving  the  enemy  therefrom 
and  taking  possession  of  the  town ;  took  some  10  prisoners.  Kemaining 
Id  town  some  time,  we  recrossed  the  river,  and  marched  across  the 
country  to  Wilson  Creek  pike,  about  14  miles  from  Kashville,  and 
encam])ed,  arriving  in  camp  at  about  10  p.  m. 

On  the  27th,  theThir^  Battalion  of  the  regiment  moved  toward  Frank- 
lin, and  found  that  the  enemy  had  in  strong  force  again  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  town  -,  the  battalion  drove  in  their  pickets  under  a  heavy  fire, 
killing  3  of  them.  Seeing  that  the  enemy  were  in  such  force,  the  com- 
mander deemed  it  prudent  to  retire,  and  rejoined  the  regiment,  which 
picketed  the  roads,  &c.,  in  the  vicinity  of  its  camp. 

On  the  28th  ultimo,  proceeded  to  Triune  and  encamped,  leaving  early 
next  morning  across  the  country  toward  Murfreesborough,  proceeding 
about  5  miles  in  that  direction,  when  attacked  by  the  enemy's  pickets 
in  force,  which  we  drove,  skirmishing,  they  frequently  making  a  stand, 
which  we  each  time  broke,  aud  still  drove  them  about  5  miles. 

The  30th  ultimo,  ordered  to  proceed  to  Stone's  River;  proceeded  but 
a  short  distance  when  attacked  by  the  enemy's  pickets;  the  enemy  were 
in  force  in  our  front  with  artillery.  We  therefore  retired,  forming  on  the 
high  ground  in  our  rear  to  receive  them,  their  pickets,  or  patrol,  ad- 
vancing, which  we  repulsed.  In  the  evening  our  brigade  was  re-enforced 
by  one  battery  of  artillery  and  three  regiments  of  infantry,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  reconnaissance  to  the  left  of  the  enemy's  lines,  where  we 
found  General  Hardee's  corps  d^armee  ready,  in  line  of  battle,  to  receive 
us.  We  retired,  and  encamped  in  the  woods,  about  2  miles  in  front  of 
the  enemy's  lines. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  we  formed ;  shortly  after  the  enemy  ap- 
peared in  large  force,  both  on  our  left,  center,  and  right,  evidently  en- 
deavoring to  cut  us  off.  The  brigade  of  infantry  to  our  left  gave  way, 
retreating  in  confusion  through  our  lines,  letting  the  whole  force  of  the 
enemy's  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry  fall  upon  us,  which  compelled 
us  gradually  to  retire  toward  the  main  body  of  our  army.  The  regi- 
ment covering  the  entire  rear  of  the  brigade,  supporting  one  infantry 
regiment  on  our  right,  drove  back,  with  heavy  loss,  a  large  force  of 
cavalry  which  charged  upon  us,  under  cover  of  a  piece  of  artillery,  firing 
well-directed  shells,  which  passed  over  us.  The  enemy  being  in  such 
force,  we  had  to  retire  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  an  aide-de- 
camp of  General  McCook  rode  up,  informing  us  that  the  train  close  by 
was  General  McCook's  entire  ammunition  train,  which  must  be  saved  at 
all  hazards;  on  intimation  of  which  the  regiment  was  immediately 
formed  for  its  protection,  holding  the  enemy  in  check  until  the  entire 
train,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  disabled  wagons  that  could  not  be 
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moved,  was  safely  withdrawn.  The  regiment  then  moved  between  the 
enemy  and  train  as  far  as  the  Murfreesborou^h  pike,  where  we  found 
the  enemy  making  a  fierce  attack  upon  General  Thomas'  train,  when  we 
again  repulsed  them  at  several  points,  taking  many  prisoners  and  saving 
that  entire  portion  of  the  train.  The  attack  of  the  enemy  was  furious 
and  desperate,  which  required  the  greatest  firmness  and  bravery  to  re- 
sist. Colonel  Kennett  was  an  eye- witness  to  the  determined  bravery  of 
a  portion  of  the  regiment  rescuing  the  train  from  the  enemy,  which  were 
in  force  at  the  hospital  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike.  The  regiment 
then  formed  in  the  field  near  the  hospital,  where  the  brigade  soon  as- 
sembled and  reformed,  and  advanced  toward  the  enemy's  left.  Soon 
came  up  to  the  enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  artillery,  when  several 
other  skirmishes  ensued  during  the  evening,  the  enemy's  entire  object 
seeming  to  be  to  take  the  train. 

On  the  1st  instant,  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Il^ashville  in  charge 
of  train,  consisting  of  some  200  or  300  wagons.  When  about  2  miles  on 
the  Nashville  side  of  La  Vergne,  we  were  attacked  by  General  Wheeler's 
brigade  of  cavalry,  which  made  several  dashes  on  the  train,  and  were 
repulsed.  They  then  attacked  our  rear  in  force.  After  a  well-contested 
fight,  our  regiment  put  them  to  flight  in  disorder,  killing  9  of  them  and 
wounding  several,  and  arrived  in  Nashville  at  9  p.  m.  and  encamped. 

The  2d  instant,  remained  in  Nashville  and  procured  forage  for  our 
horses,  furnishing  working  party  and  escort  to  forage  train. 

The  3d  instant,  left  Nashville  for  Murfreesborough  in  charge  of  hos- 
pital and  ammunition  trains.  Attacked  again  in  force  by  Wheeler's 
brigade  of  cavalry  on  the  Nashville  side  of  La  Vergne,  which  was  re- 
pulsed with  a  loss  of  15  on  their  side  and  some  8  or  9  prisoners  taken; 
among  the  latter  the  adjutant  of  the  Third  Alabama  Cavalry.  Two  of 
our  non-commissioned  of&cers,  I  regret  to  inform  you,  were  severely  and 
dangerously  wounded,  whom  we  had  to  leave  in  a  house  on  the  road- 
side. 

Arrived  at  camp,  near  Murfreesborough,  at  1  a.  m.,  4th  instant,  with 
the  train  all  safe,  with  the  exception  of  one  wagon  of  the  regiment  that 
was  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  and  is  now  supposed  to  have  returned  to 
Nashville. 

On  the  evening  of  the  4th,  proceeded  with  brigade  toward  Murfrees- 
borough as  far  as  Stone's  River,  and  returned  to  camp. 

On  the  5th  instant,  proceeded  again  with  brigade  to  Murfreesborough, 
and  beyond  it  about  4J  miles,  where  we  halted,  taking  several  prisoners, 
and  returning  to  camp  about  7  p.  m. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  conduct  and  behavior 
of  both  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the  regiment 
have  been  highly  creditable,  with  not  a  single  instance  to  the  contrary 
in  the  regiment. 

Inclosed  please  find  list  of  casualties  that  have  occurred  since  Decem- 
ber 26, 1862,  to  January  5,  1863.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  Co^ndg,  Regiment, 

Ool.  L.  Zahm, 

Comdg.  Third  Cavalry  Brigade,  First  Cavalry  Division. 

*  Embodied  in  revised  statement,  p.  214. 
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No.  179. 

Report  of  Maj.  James  W.  Paramore,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry^  including  sMr- 
mishes  at  OveralVs  Greek j  December  31,  and  at  La  VergnCj  January  1. 

Headquar'i  ERS  Third  Ohio  Cavalry, 

January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  There  are  a  few  incidents  in  the  recent  series  of  battles  in  which 
we  were  engaged  which,  not  having  fallen  immediately  under  your  ob- 
servation or  of  the  regimental  commander,  have  escaped  notice;  and 
being  under  my  immediate  command,  injustice  to  the  brave  officers  and 
men  engaged,  1  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  this  special  report. 

In  the  severe  fighting  of  Wednesday,  the  31st  ultimo,  which  fell  so 
heavily  upon  your  brigade,  you  will  recollect,  when  we  had  been  forced 
back  as  far  as  General  McGook's  ammunition  train,  and  were  drawn  up 
in  front  of  it  for  its  protection,  the  furious  charge  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
preceded  by  a  shower  of  shells,  caused  a  pretty  general  stampede  of  our 
cavalry,  led  off  by  the  Second  Tennessee  on  our  right,  and  followed  by 
the  Fourth  and  First  Ohio,  and  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Third  Ohio 
Cavalry.  At  that  juncture  an  aide  of  General  McOook  came  up  to  me, 
and  informed  me  that  *'that  was  their  entire  ammunition  train,  and  must 
be  held  at  all  hazards."  I  gave  orders  accordingly  to  the  left  wing  of 
the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  under  my  command,  and  1  am  happy  to  report 
that  they  held  their  position  and  did  not  break  their  lines  nor  join  in 
that  stampede,  but  received  the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy  with  the  firm- 
ness of  heroes,  and  maintained  their  ground  till  all  the  wagons,  except 
a  few  that  were  disabled  or  deserted  by  the  teamsters,  had  safely  reached 
the  lines  of  our  infantry. 

The  enemy,  seeing  our  determination  and  bold  resistance,  turned  and 
left  us,  and  pursued  the  broken  columns  of  our  cavalry  that  had  tied. 
We  then  wheeled,  and  charged  upon  their  rear  with  terrible  effect  (scat- 
tering their  columns  in  worse  confusion,  if  possible,  than  they  had  just 
routed  the  balance  of  our  brigade),  killing  a  number  of  men  and  horses 
and  taking  some  10  or  12  prisoners,  and  releasing  a  large  number  of  our 
brigade  that  they  had  captured.  We  pursued  them  over  to  the  Mur- 
freesborough  pike.  Captain  McClelland,  commanding  Squadrons  E  and 
F,  taking  the  right  of  the  pike,  and  the  balance  of  the  command,  with 
myself,  taking  the  left. 

When  within  a  short  distance  of  the  hospital  we  again  encountered 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy  coming  back  to  take  possession  of  the  train. 
We  at  once  engaged  them,  although  at  least  double  our  numbers,  and 
after  a  severe  struggle  put  them  to  flight,  with  a  loss  of  several  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners.  The  bravery  and  daring  of  Captains  Wood  and 
Colver,  and  their  respective  commands  on  this  occasion,  challenged  my 
admiration.  I  also  learned  that  Captain  McClelland,  with  his  squadron, 
engaged  the  enemy  farther  up  the  pike,  beyond  the  hospital,  with  Colo- 
nel Kennett  and  a  portion  of  the  Third  Kentucky  Cavalry,  and,  after  a 
fierce  contest,  repulsed  them.  We  then  quietly  formed  in  line  and 
awaited  the  reassembling  of  the  brigade.  Then  be  it  spoken  to  their 
praise,  that  the  Second  and  Third  Battalions  of  the  Third  Ohio  Cavalry 
did  not  run  nor  break  their  lines  during  that  day's  severe  fighting. 

This  result  is  greatly  attri  butable  to  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  Cap- 
tains McClelland,  Wood,  and  Colver,  and  their  lieutenants.  It  was  also 
this  portion  of  the  regiment  that  repulsed  the  attack  of  the  enemy  on 
the  rear  of  our  train  the  next  day  near  La  Vergne  as  we  were  proceed- 
ing to  Nashville,  and  brought  safely  into  Ni>shville  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
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three  caissons  full  of  ammunition,  and  a  wagon  loaded  with  new  car- 
bines and  ammunition,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  their  cowardly 
teamsters. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J  .W.  PAEAMOEE, 
Major,  Commanding  Left  Wing,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry, 
Ool.  L.  Zahm, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 


No.  180. 


Report  of  Maj,  John  L.  Fugh,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  including  shirmishes 
at  FranMin^  December  26,  Wilkinson's  Cross- Roads,  December  19,  a^id 
OveralVs  Creek,  December  31. 

In  Camp,  January  6,  1863. 

Colonel  :  We  left  camp,  near  Nashville,  December  26,  with  the  Sec 
ond  Brigade  of  Cavalry,  and  marched  to  Franklin,  and  assisted  in  driv- 
ing out  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry.  Next  day  remained  in  camp,  and  on 
the  28th  ultimo  marched  for  Triune. 

On  the  29th,  was  ordered  by  you  to  march  on  the  dirt  road  leading  to 
Murfreesborough,  and  to  throw  out  a  line  of  skirmishers  to  the  front 
and  flank,  connecting  with  skirmishers  of  the  Third  Ohio,  on  our  left. 
We  had  proceeded  but  5  or  6  miles  until  we  came  onto  the  enemj^'s  ad- 
vanced picket,  driving  them  in,  and  occasionally  had  slight  skirmishes 
with  squads  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  were  evidently  sent  out  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  our  number.  When  within  3  or  4  miles  of  Mur 
freesborough  came  on  a  battery  of  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  support 
of  infantry  or  dismounted  men,  posted  in  a  wood,  which  opened  a  fire 
of  grape  on  our  advance.  In  reconnoitering  their  position  we  found  a 
body  of  cavalry  was  passing  on  our  flank,  and  soon  discovered  they  were 
on  our  rear  and  flank.  I  faced  the  column  about  and  ordered  Captain 
Johnson  to  attack  a  body  of  cavalry,  posted  in  the  road,  which  he  did, 
driving  them  into  the  woods.  Then  we  attacked  their  whole  force  posted 
at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  when  a  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  resulting  in  a  loss 
on  our  part  of  2  killed,  7  wounded  (one  mortally  and  has  since  died),  and 
9  prisoners.  We  captured  7  prisoners  from  the  enemy.  The  loss  was 
principally  sustained  by  Comi)anies  K  and  M,  Lieutenants  White  and 
Megrue  commanding,  who  behaved  themselves  admirably,  as  did  all  the 
officers. 

On  the  day  following  we  were,  together  with  the  First  and  Third  Ohio, 
engaged  during  the  day  reconnoitering  and  skirmishing  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  31st  were,  by  your  orders,  formed  in  the  field  on Creek. 

Had  been  in  our  position  but  a  short  time  when  the  enemy  were  dis- 
covered advancing,  with  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  in  line  of  bat 
tie,  capturing  two  batteries  of  our  artillery  and  engaging  our  infantry, 
who  were  soon  driven  back.  Our  position  now  became  untenable,  and  we 
fell  back  to  another  position,  and  had  but  just  got  my  line  formed  when 
we  discovered  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  outflanking  us.  We  then  took 
a  position  in  the  woods  adjoining,  and  charged  the  enemy's  cavalry  with 
Company  A,  Lieutenant  Hamilton  ;  Company  B,  Captain  Teetor ;  Com- 
pany C,  Captain  Mathews,  and  Company  E,  Captain  Gotwald,  who  suc- 
ceeded in  checking  their  advance  and  driving  them  back  a  short  distance. 
They  were  re-enforced,  and  in  turn  drove  our  men  from  the  field. 

At  this  point  an  aide  from  General  McCook  rode  up  and  asked  me  to 
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form  my  command  so  as  to  protect  the  train,  which  I  did  ;  but  soon  was 
driven  away  from  it  by  shells  from  the  enemy's  guns  and  by  his  cavalry. 
The  panic  now  became  so  general  that  our  regiment  in  leaving  the  field 
got  scattered,  but  the  majority  of  it  were  in  skirmishes  of  the  afternoon. 

On  the  days  of  January  1,  2,  and  3,  was  in  line  of  battle  all  day. 

On  the  31st,  while  in  line  near  the  train,  and  on  leaving  the  field,  we 
lost  in  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and  prisoners  some  35  or  36  men ;  also 

3  horses  killed  and  5  wounded.  The  enemy  had  also  captured  some  20 
more,  who  were  afterward  released  by  our  own  men,  having  been  pre- 
viously disarmed  and  dismounted. 

On  the  5th,  crossed  Stone's  River  and  proceeded  to  a  distance  of  3  or 

4  miles  south  of  Murfreesborough.  Lost  2  men  prisoners,  being  cap- 
tured by  rebel  pickets. 

Annexed  please  find  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  missing,  and  prisoners.* 
Killed,  7  ;  wounded,  18 ;  missing,  16 ;  prisoners,  15 ;  total,  56. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  PUGH, 
MajoTj  Commanding  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 
Col.  L.  Zahm, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade, 


No.  181. 


Report  of  Capt  Henry  B,   Teetor,  Fourth  Ohio  Cavalry,  of  operations 

December  31. 

In  Oamp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  the  action  of  Wednesday,  December  31, 1862, 1  take  pleasure 
in  calling  your  especial  attention  to  a  brilliant  little  achievement  ac- 
complished by  a  portion  of  your  command  while  temporarily  and  un- 
avoidably detached  from  your  immediate  supervision. 

While  there  was  apparently  a  general  consternation  among  other  cav- 
alry regiments,  you  ordered  the  right  of  your  command  to  rest  at  a  point 
commanding  a  road ;  and  while  superintending  the  alignment,  which 
was  very  difficult  at  that  time,  owing  to  said  confusion,  a  portion  of 
Tennessee  cavalry  came  pursued  hotly  up  the  road  upon  which  your 
right  was  resting.  A  regiment  of  Texas  Rangers  were  in  full  pursuit, 
and  were  endeavoring  also  to  take  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one  ambu- 
lance, and  six  wagons,  which  were  following  the  fleeing  Tennessee  cav- 
alry. It  was  an  emergency,  and  demanded  coolness,  bravery,  and  ex- 
pedition to  save  the  property,  as  well  as  change  the  wavering  fortunes 
of  that  day.  In  fact,  it  was  so  immensely  critical  as,  for  the  time  being, 
at  least,  to  waive  the  precedence  of  rank  or  military  etiquette  of  waiting 
for  orders,  and  seize  upon  the  golden  chance  of  saving  the  honor  of  the 
regiment  and,  measurably,  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 

Capt.  Peter  Mathews,  being  in  command  of  the  First  Squadron,  con- 
sisting of  Companies  A,  B,  and  C,  seeing  the  exigency,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  being  aware  of  your  attention  being  preoccupied  with  the  speedy 
alignment  of  the  left  of  the  regiment,  took  the  authority,  ostensibly 
warranted  by  the  emergency,  and  ordered  his  squadron  to  charge  down 
the  road  and  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  save  the  property  imperiled. 
I  had  the  honor  to  be  in  the  charge,  and  can  testify  with  pride  that  I 
saw  the  enemy  severely  repulsed,  driven  back,  the' two  pieces  of  cannon 
saved,  and  the  ambulance  and  the  six  Government  wagons. 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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In  that  charge  I  had  1  man  killed,  1  wounded,  and  1  taken  prisoner, 
and  the  other  two  companies  suffered  proportionately. 

I  trust  to  be  pardoned  for  the  vanity  I  display  in  calling  your  partic- 
ular attention  to  this  glorious  little  episode  of  that  day.  I  know  well 
the  pride  you  take  in  anything  done  meritorious  by  your  command,  and 
this,  in  addition  to  the  reflection  that  there  seems  to  be  a  design  some- 
where to  detract  from  the  old  Fourth's  glory,  induces  me  to  make  men- 
tion thus.  I,  moreover,  say  that  '^  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due"  should 
apply  in  the  case  in  which  we  are  all  so  much  interested ;  and  if  the  old 
Fourth  did  anything  creditable,  it  is  my  duty  and  your  duty,  and  every 
man's  duty,  to  see  that  she  meets  not  with  detraction.  In  your  report 
of  the  conduct  of  the  regiment,  I  deem  this  may  justly  take  a  conspic- 
uous part.  I  was  in  all  the  fight,  and  I  can  proudly  testify  as  to  the 
conduct  of  our  regiment,  whatever  else  others  may  say  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  TEETOE, 
Captain,  Comdg.  Company  jB,  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  L.  PuGH, 

Commanding  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 


No.  182. 


Report  of  Maj,  Robert  Klein,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry  (unattached),  includ- 
ing sTcirmishes  at  Triune,  December  27,  and  near  OveralVs  CreeJc,  De- 
cember 31. 

Hdqrs.  Third  Battalion,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry, 

N^ear  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  battalion  in  the  field  since  leaving  the  camp  near  Nashville,  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  up  to  the  3d  instant: 

The  four  companies  under  my  command  left  camp  on  the  26th,  as 
ordered,  and,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  the  Second  Division,  encamped 
beyond  Nolensville. 

On  the  following  morning,  27th,  having  orders,  reported  to  General 
Stanley,  chief  of  cavalry,  who,  remarking  he  "  had  understood  the  Third 
knew  how  to  take  these  rebels,"  ordered  me  to  move  forward  and  take 
the  advance  of  the  column  of  cavalry  then  moving  toward  Triune.  I 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  advance  at  about  the  point  where  the  enemy's 
outposts  were  expected  to  be.  I  then  threw  out  portions  of  Company 
H,  Lieutenant  Young  commanding,  on  either  side  of  the  pike,  and,  put- 
ting out  an  advance  guard,  moved  smartly  down  the  pike.  Our  advance 
soon  encountered  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  drawn  up  in  line  of 
battle.  The  column  now  moved  on  to  them  at  a  gallop,  receiving  the 
whole  of  their  fire  into  one  company  (Company  G,  Captain  Herriott),  the 
skirmishers  on  the  flanks  not  being  able  to  come  up  for  some  time,  on 
r  account  of  the  soft  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  fences  intervening. 
Company  G  held  their  ground  until  Company  I,  Captain  Vanosdal,  on 
the  right,  and  Company  K,  Lieutenant  Lieske,  on  the  left,  advanced 
gallantly  to  the  rescue,  and,  despite  superior  force,  drove  them  across 
the  narrow  valley  to  a  position  beyond  where  their  artillery  covered 
them.  Here  we  advanced  with  the  remainder  of  our  cavalry  force  and 
drove  them  from  this  hill,  from  which  they  fell  back  to  Triune.    Here 
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we  were  ordered  by  General  Stanley,  with  one  company  of  the  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  to  attack  the  enemy  on  the  right  side  of  the 
pike.  They  were  posted  behind  a  stone  wall,  heads  only  visible,  one  or 
more  regiments  strong.  We  advanced  across  the  open  fields,  and  were 
pouring  in  a  steady  fire  at  easy  range,  when  two  pieces  of  artillery  on 
our  left,  about  500  yards,  and  two  in  front,  opened  on  us,  obliging  us  to 
retire  to  the  cover  of  the  woods  from  where  we  advanced.  This  move- 
ment was  done  promptly,  but  in  good  order. 

On  the  following  morning  my  battalion  was  in  advance  of  the  recon- 
naissance under  General  Willich ;  did  no  fighting,  but  captured  some 
16  of  the  enemy^s  stragglers.  On  the  Nolensville  pike  we  lost  3  killed 
and  3  wounded.*  We  lost  also  a  few  horses  wounded  and  disabled,  and 
1  killed  by  cannon  shot. 

On  the  29th  and  30th  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  ultimo  my  battalion  was  posted  with  our 
cavalry  force  beyond  Wilson's  Oross-Eoads  pike,  on  the  right  and  rear 
of  the  Second  Division.  When  our  forces  first  gave  way  before  the 
overwhelming  numbers  of  the  enemy,  the  efficiency  of  my  battalion 
was  destroyed  in  being  divided  by  one  of  our  own  cavalry  regiments 
running  through  our  ranks  and  scattering  the  men.  This  movement, 
had  it  been  in  the  opposite  direction,  would  have  been  a  most  gallant 
charge,  and,  doubtless,  from  its  determination,  an  efficient  one.  We 
kept  falling  back,  forming  aud  charging  at  intervals,  until  forced  across 
to  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  where  one  of  my  companies  was  first  to 
form  to  drive  the  enemy  from  our  train. 

We  captured  during  the  retreat  11  of  the  enemy.  One  of  Company 
G,  Corporal  Justice,  recaptured  our  ambulance,  containing  our  surgeon, 
by  shooting  down  one  of  its  captors  and  frightening  the  others  away. 
I  regret  to  say  that  Corporal  Justice  was  afterward  captured. 

We  were  formed  near  the  center  of  our  cavalry,  when  the  enemy,  in 
the  afternoon,  again  attempted  to  take  our  train.  We  participated  in 
the  fight  and  the  charge  that  followed.  We  lost  1  man  on  that  morn- 
ing. Private  Daniel  Gibbons,  of  General  Willich's  escort,  and  2  others 
wounded. 

On  the  following  days  of  the  fight  my  battalion  was  on  provost  duty. 

Our  loss  sums  up :  Killed,  4 ;  wounded,  6 ;  missing,  10 ;  captured,  6. 
Of  the  missing,  doubtless  nearly  all  were  captured.  Our  total  loss  is 
25 ;  horses,  30,  and  1  ambulance. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  KLEIN, 
Major ^  Commanding  Battalion 

Captain  Bartlett, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  183. 

Report  of  Lieut,  William  S,  Hall^  adjutant  Second  Tennessee  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 

January  9,  1863. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the 
following  operations  of  which  the  Second  East  Tennessee  Cavalry  took 
an  active  part  in  the  late  battles  before  Murfreesborough,  viz : 
On  December  27,  1862,  while  attached  to  the  command  of  Colone] 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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Stokes,  we  engaged  a  strong  party  of  the  rebel  cavalry  southeast  of  the 
Nolensville  pike,  and  after  a  sharp  engagement  put  the  enemy  to  flight. 

On  the  following  day,  while  under  the  same  command,  we  encount- 
ered the  enemy  near  Triune,  and,  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  drove 
the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Shelby ville,  Tenn.,  in  which  engagement 
we  sustained  a  loss  of  4  horses  killed,  and  captured  a  first  lieutenant 
and  5  privates  belonging  to  the  Fiftieth*  Alabama  Cavalry.  The  fol- 
lowing day  we  rested  near  Triune. 

The  next  day,  December  29,  we  started  in  x^ursuit,  in  the  direction  of 
Murfreesborough,  taking  the  mountain  path,  leaving  all  our  wagons 
behind,  with  the  exception  of  the  ambulances.  On  the  afternoon  of 
said  day,  being  in  the  advance,  we  discovered  the  enemy  strongly  posted 
about  C  miles  in  front  of  Murfreesborough,  near  the  Murfreesborough 
pike.  We,  in  connection  with  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade,  came  up  in 
line  of  battle.  The  enemy  not  showing  a  disposition  to  engage  us,  we 
waited  the  coming  up  of  our  infantry  and  artillery.  We  remained  in 
that  condition  until  Major-General  McCook  came  up.  At  dark,  by  the 
order  of  General  Stanley,  chief  of  cavalry,  we  were  placed  on  the  ex- 
treme right  as  a  picket. 

The  succeeding  day  we  were  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  during  the 
entire  day. 

Our  loss  was,  in  killed  and  wounded.  Captain  Morris,  of  Company  L, 
1  j)rivate  in  Company  F,  and  5  slightly  wounded.  Several  horses  shot 
under  the  men. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  battle  we  were  held  in  readiness,  but  not 
actively  engaged,  with  the  exception  of  Sunday.  We  were  sent  to  the 
river  to  protect  the  railroad  bridge,  within  about  1  mile  of  Murfrees- 
borough, which  was  on  tire.  We  had  a  slight  engagement  with  the 
enemy^s  rear  guard,  ^o  damage  sustained. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully, 

WM.  S.  HALL, 
Adjutant  Second  East  Tennessee  Regiment  of  Cavalry, 

Captain  Otis, 

Brigade  Commander,  U.  8,  Army, 


No.  184. 


Report  of  Capt.  Elmer  Otis,  Fourth  U,  8.  Cavalry,  including  sJcirmishes 
at  OveralVs  Creek,  December  31,  and  on  the  Manchester  pike,  Janu- 
ary 5. 

Headquarters  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry, 
In  Camp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  Fourth 
U.  S.  Cavalry  in  the  late  battles  in  front  of  Murfreesborough : 

On  December  30,  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry  left  camp  at  Stewart's 
Creek,  leaving  the  train  and  baggage  under  charge  of  a  strong  guard, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant  Rendelbrook.  The  regiment  proceeded  to 
join  General  Eosecrans  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  was  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle  in  rear  of  the  generaPs  headquarters,  but  took  no  immediate 
part  in  the  action.  That  day,  Company  L,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Koys,  was  detached  as  General  liosecrans'  immediate  escort  (about  10 
o^clock  in  the  morning),  and  so  remains  at  the  present  time.    Company 

*  Fifty-first  Alabama  Partieau  Rangers. 
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M,  strengthened  by  50  men  detailed  from  Companies  B,  C,  D,  G,  I,  and 
K,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  L'Hommedieu,  proceeded  to  establish  a 
courier  line  from  General  Eosecrans'  headquarters  to  La  Yergne,  and  so 
remained,  doing  good  service,  until  relieved  January  4,  1863.  These 
details  left  me  with  only  six  small  companies,  numbering  in  the  aggre- 
gate 260  men,  rank  and  file. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  Colonel  Garesch6  informed  me  that  rebel 
cavalry  were  appearing  on  the  right  flank  of  the  line  of  battle,  and 
ordered  me  to  proceed  with  the  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry  to  look  after  them. 
This  must  have  been  between  7  and  8  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  crossed 
the  Murfreesborough  pike,  and  drew  up  the  six  companies  in  line  of 
battle  in  the  following  way :  Each  company  was  in  column  of  fours,  led 
by  the  company  commanders ;  the  companies  on  a  line  parallel  to  each 
other,  company  distance  apart  according  to  the  following  diagram,  lead- 
ing the  center  myself: 

""""""  —— ■—  "~~"  ®  "~^~"  *^™™  "^" 

«— .  >— — •  ^—  _^  — —  ^—  — ^^ 

This  was  owing  to  the  wooded  country  and  fences  that  were  obstruc- 
tions to  the  ordinary  line  of  battle.  Proceeding  to  the  right  of  the  line, 
I  found  our  entire  right  flank  had  given  way.  Learning  from  some  men 
of  General  Davis'  division  the  position  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  I  made  a 
turn  to  the  right,  moving  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  discovered 
the  enemy.  I  came  out  of  a  piece  of  timber  I  was  in,  and,  getting 
over  the  fence  rapidly,  charged  the  enemy  with  my  entire  command, 
completely  routing  them,  with  the  exception  of  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
supported  by  about  125  cavalry,  stationed  between  my  right  and  the 
Murfreesborough  and  Kashville  pike,  who  were  not  at  first  discovered.  I 
rallied  my  men  again,  and,  while  rallying,  I  saw  about  300  of  the  volunteer 
cavalry  on  my  right.  I  rode  over  to  them,  and  asked  them  to  charge  the 
artillery  with  me  and  the  few  men  I  had  rallied  to  take  the  pieces.  The 
officer  replied  that  he  was  placed  there  to  protect  a  train,  and  would  not 
charge  with  me.  I  have  no  doubt  I  could  have  taken  the  artillery.  Be- 
fore I  could  get  my  command  rallied  the  artillery  moved  off.  About  the 
time  I  had  got  my  men  rallied  I  received  an  order  from  General  Eose- 
crans  to  proceed  to  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  did  so  immediately.  I  have  since  thought  that  the  general 
did  not  know  my  position,  or  he  would  have  allowed  me  to  follow  up 
the  enemy.  I  was  much  nearer  the  pike  than  I  thought  I  was.  I  saw 
no  more  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  pike  that  morning. 

In  this  charge  1  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  officers  and 
men.  Every  man  charged  and  kept  in  position,  taking  over  100  pris- 
oners of  the  enemy  and  releasing  a  large  number  of  our  own  captured 
men.  More  redounds  to  their  credit,  considering  that  a  large  majority 
are  recruits  from  volunteer  infantry,  and  only  some  five  days  drilled 
and  mounted.     Two  companies  of  infantry  were  released  in  a  body. 

The  train  on  the  pike,  I  have  since  learned,  was  in  possession  of  the 
enemy,  with  a  large  number  of  stragglers,  who  were  being  disarmed  at 
the  time.  These  stragglers  did  nothing  at  all  to  protect  the  wagons, 
scarcely  firing  a  shot.  From  prisoners  taken  I  have  learned  that  the 
Fourth  U.  8.  Cavalry  charged  at  this  time  an  entire  brigade  of  cavalry, 
and  routed  them  to  such  an  extent  that  they  disappeared  from  the  field 
at  that  point  entirely. 

Later  in  the  day  I  sent  79  prisoners  in  one  body  to  the  Tenth  Ohio 
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Infantry,  stationed  in  our  rear,  at  Stewart^s  Creek.  Another  body  of 
about  40  men  started,  but,  I  regret  to  say,  were  recaptured.  Of  the  79 
sent  to  the  rear,  there  was  1  captain  and  2  lieutenants.  I  have  no  doabt 
there  were  other  officers,  but  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  examine 
them  closely  enough  to  find  out. 

Of  the  officers  engaged  it  is  almost  impossible  to  particularize,  they 
all  did  so  well.  Capt.  Eli  Long  led  his  company  with  the  greatest  gal- 
lantry, and  was  wounded  by  a  ball  through  his  left  arm.  Lieutenants 
Mauck,  Kelly,  Lee,  and  Healy  could  not  have  done  better.  It  was  a 
matter  of  surprise  to  me,  coDsidering  the  ground  passed  over,  to  find 
Dr.  Comfort  so  soon  on  the  field  with  his  ambulance,  caring  for  the 
wounded.  He  was  in  time  to  capture  a  prisoner  himself.  First  Sergt. 
Martin  Murphy  led  Company  G,  and  commanded  it  with  great  gallantry. 
He  reports  having  counted  11  dead  of  the  enemy  on  the  ground  over 
which  his  company  charged.  Sergt.  Maj.  John  G.  Webster  behaved 
gallantly,  taking  1  lieutenant,  mounted  on  a  fine  mare.  First  Sergt. 
James  McAlpin  led  Company  K  after  Captain  Long  was  wounded,  and 
reports  having  killed  2  with  two  successive  shots  of  his  pistol.  First 
Sergt.  John  Dolan,  Company  B,  captured  a  captain  and  received  his 
sword.  No  one  could  have  acted  more  bravely  than  First  Sergt.  Charles 
McMasters,  of  Company  I.  First  Sergt.  Christian  Haefling,  in  charge 
of  courier  line  near  headquarters,  proceeded  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire 
and  recovered  the  effects  of  Colonel  Garesch6,  on  his  body,  killed  in  this 
day's  fight.  Our  loss  in  this  charge  was  trifling.  Capt.  Eli  Long  and 
6  privates  wounded. 

Proceeding  on  the  Nashville  pike,  I  was  ordered  to  escort  a  train  to 
the  rear.  I  afterward  got  orders  to  return,  to  report  to  General  Kose- 
crans.  I  returned,  and  for  two  hours  looked  for  the  general,  with  my 
command,  but  was  unable  to  find  him,  although  I  found  several  of  his 
staff.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  right  flank,  and  formed  my  regiment  in 
front  of  some  rebel  cavalry,  who  showed  themselves  in  the  distance,  in 
order  to  protect  our  train.  I  returned  to  General  Eosecrans'  headquar- 
ters that  night,  and  bivouacked  near  him. 

The  next  morning,  January  1, 1  was  ordered  to  make  a  reconnaissance 
on  the  right  flank,  which  I  did,  making  my  reports  frequently  to  Major 
Goddard,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general,  that  night  bivouacking  near 
OveralPs  Creek,  where  my  command  remained  watching  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  as  far  as  possible,  and  making  reports  thereon,  until  Jan- 
uary 4,  when  my  command  was  moved  to  Wilkinson's  Cross-Eoads. 

On  the  5th  my  command  proceeded,  under  command  of  General  Stan- 
ley, to  engage  the  enemy's  rear  guard  on  the  Manchester  pike,  driving 
them  some  2  or  3  miles.  Private  Snow,  of  Company  L,  orderly  to  Gen- 
eral Eosecrans,  was  ordered,  on  January  2,  to  pick  up  15  stragglers,  which 
he  did,  and  was  then  ordered  to  take  them  to  the  front  and  turn  them 
over  to  some  commissioned  officer.  Failing  to  find  one,  he  jiut  them 
into  line  and  fought  them  himself,  telling  them  the  first  one  who  at- 
tempted to  run  he  would  shoot.  Private  Snow  reports  they  fought 
bravely.* 

Lieutenant  Eendelbrook  was  exceedingly  vigilant  in  guarding  the 
train,  and  of  great  service  in  sending  forward  supplies. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ELMEE  OTIS, 
Captain^  Commanding  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Maj.  C.  Goddard, 

A.  A,  A.  G,j  Hdqrs,  Bept  of  the  Cumberlamtj  in  the  Field, 

*  Nominal  liBt  of  oMualtieB  omitted.    See  p.  814. 
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No.  185. 

Report  of  Col,  William  P.  Innes,  First  Michigan  Engineers,  of  attack  on 
wagon  train  near  La  Vergne,  Janucary  1. 

Hdqrs.  First  Eegt.  Michigan  Engineers  and  Mechanics, 

In  Camp,  January  — ,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your 
orders,  I  broke  camp  at  Mill  Creek  on  December  31,  at  7  a.  m.,  and  took 
up  line  of  march  for  this  point,  sending  my  wagon  train  around  by  the 
pike,  and  went  into  camp  at  this  point,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
south  of  the  village  of  La  Yergne,  on  the  Murfreesborough  pike. 

About  2  o'clock  on  the  following  day  my  command,  numbering  391 
effective  men,  was  attacked  by  a  rebel  force  of  cavalry  under  command 
of  Generals  Wheeler  and  Wharton  and  Colonel  Morgan,  of  Alabama, 
said  to  number  between  3,000  and  4,000  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. They  first  dispersed  the  wagon  guard  and  teamsters  of  the  train 
going  north,  and  fired  and  plundered  about  30  wagons.  The  enemy 
attacked  us  with  great  fury,  making  seven  distinct  charges  upon  us, 
attacking  us  on  every  side,  mounted  and  on  foot,  dashing  forward  in  a 
gallant  and  determined  manner,  but  were  again  and  again  severely 
repulsed  by  my  gallant  regiment.  During  the  interval  between  their 
cavalry  charges  their  artillery  were  throwing  shot  and  shell,  some  of 
them  causing  considerable  damage. 

At  about  5  o'clock  the  enemy  sent  in  two  fl^ags  of  truce,  demanding 
an  immediate  surrender  of  our  position,  which  I  peremptorily  refused. 
They  sent  in  another  flag  of  truce,  asking  permission  to  bury  their  dead, 
which  I  refused,  and  returned  for  answer  that  I  would  bury  their  dead 
and  take  care  of  their  wounded. 

In  the  mean  time  I  had  dispatched  a  messenger  to  Colonel  Burke,  of 
the  Tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  stationed  at  Stewart's  Creek,  asking  him  for 
re- enforcements,  which  was  promptly  answered  by  that  gallant  officer, 
who  immediately  came  to  my  rescue  with  a  section  of  the  First  Ohio 
Battery,  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Newell,  and  four  companies  of  the 
Tenth  Ohioj  and,  although  he  did  not  arrive  until  the  enemy  had  re- 
treated, yet  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  that  gallant  officer  for 
his  promptness  in  coming  to  my  aid,  which  he  did  under  the  double- 
quick. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  personal  mention  of  either  officers  or 
men  where  all  behaved  so  gallantly.  Every  officer  was  at  his  post  and 
every  man  did  his  duty.  The  coolness  and  bravery  of  the  officers  was 
only  equaled  by  the  promptness  and  efficiency  of  the  men. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  casualties,  as  near  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn:  Our  loss,  2  killed,  9  wounded,  and  6  missing.  Enemy's 
loss,  6  killed,  buried  by  our  men  5  6  wounded,  taken  to  our  hospital,  and 
7  prisoners.  From  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  from  prisoners,  the 
enemy  acknowledge  their  own  loss  of  killed  and  wounded  at  between  40 
and  50.  We  lost  41  horses  and  mules,  and  had  3  wagons  entirely  de- 
stroyed and  others  damaged  by  the  bursting  of  shell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WM.  P.  INNES, 
Col.,  Comdg.  First  Regt.  MicMgan  Engineers  and  Mechanics. 

Maj.   C.   GODDARD, 

A.  A.  A,  G.,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland. 
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No.   186. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  O,  PwrlcliursU  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry^  in 
eluding  skirmish  near  OveraWs  Creeic,  December  31. 

Hdqrs.  Ninth  Regt.  Michigan  Vols.  (Center), 

Fourteenth  A.  0.,  Dept.  of  the  Cumberland, 

January  4,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  bj^  the  Ninth  Regiment  Michigan  Infantry,  in  the  recent  advance 
of  the  army  and  in  the  five  days'  battle  before  Murfreesborough : 

On  the  morning  of  December  26,  this  regiment,  as  the  provost  guards 
to  the  corps  (ParmSe  of  Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  marched  2  miles 
out  from  Nashville  on  the  Franklin  pike,  and  crossed  over  to  the  No- 
lensville  pike,  and  proceeded  upon  that  road  as  far  as  the  Edmondson 
pike,  a  distance  of  7  miles,  and  marched  out  1  mile  on  the  Edmondson 
pike,  and  encamped  for  the  night. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  regiment,  with  headquarters  train,  returned 
to  the  Nashville  pike,  and  marched  to  a  point  1  mile  south  of  Nolensville, 
and  17  miles  from  Nashville. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  regiment  marched  across  from  the  Nolens- 
ville pike  to  the  Murfreesborough  pike,  and  encamped,  with  headquar- 
ters, about  5  miles  south  of  La  Vergne,  and  remained  there  until  Tues- 
day morning,  when  the  regiment  moved  out  on  the  Murfreesborough 
pike  to  Overall's  Creek,  about  2  miles  in  rear  of  our  front,  and  estab- 
lished headquarters  for  the  general. 

During  the  several  days'  marches  the  regiment  picked  up  many 
stragglers  from  the  army  in  front  and  sent  them  forward  to  their  com- 
mands. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  about  two  hours  after  the  commencement 
of  Wednesday's  battle,  I  noticed  many  stragglers  crossing  the  fields 
from  the  direction  of  the  right  wing  of  our  army,  and  sent  out  forces 
and  brought  them  in,  until  I  had  from  100  to  200  collected,  when  I  dis- 
covered several  cavalrymen  approaching  with  great  speed  from  the  di- 
rection of  our  front,  and  very  soon  discovered  that  a  large  cavalry  force, 
together  with  infantry  and  a  long  transportation  train,  were  in  the  most 
rapid  retreat,  throwing  away  their  arms  and  accouterments,  and  many 
of  them  without  hats  or  caps,  and  apparently  in  the  most  frightful  state 
of  mind,  crying,  ^^We  are  all  lost." 

I  at  once  concluded  it  was  a  stampede  of  frightened  soldiers,,  and  be- 
fore many  had  passed  me  I  drew  my  regiment  up  in  line  of  battle  across 
the  road,  extending  on  either  side,  and  ordered  my  men  to  fix  bayone»ts, 
and  to  take  the  position  of  guard  against  cavalry.  This  was  done  with 
celerity,  and  with  much  difficulty.  Without  firing  upon  the  frightened 
troops,  I  succeeded  in  checking  their  course,  and  ordered  every  man  to 
face  about.  Within  half  an  hour  I  had  collected  about  1,000  cavalry- 
men, seven  pieces  of  artillery,  and  nearly  two  regiments  of  infantry. 
Among  them  was  a  brigadier  general.  The  cavalry,  or  most  of  it,  be- 
longtid  to  the  Second  Brigade,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  was  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Zahm.  The  infantry  was  from  different  regiments 
belonging  to  General  Johnson's  division,  One  colonel  succeeded  in 
escaping  my  lines,  and  passed  on  toward  Nashville. 

From  the  reports  made  by  these  troops,  I  did  not  know  but  the  enemy 
were  in  pursuit  in  force,  and,  consequently,  I  organized  the  forces  I 
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had  collected  and  formed  them  in  line  of  battle,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
the  other  side  of  OveralFs  Greek,  planting  the  artillery  on  the  left  and 
center. 

In  a  short  time  Colonel  Walker  came  up  from  the  rear  with  a  brigade 
of  troops  and  took  position  on  the  left.  After  we  had  occupied  this 
position  a  short  time,  a  small  force  of  the  eoemy's  cavalry  appeared  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  and  attacked  our  transportation  train, 
which  I  had  directed  to  proceed  moderately  toward  Nashville.  I  di- 
rected a  pursuit,  by  a  cavalry  force,  and  about  the  same  time  Captain 
Church,  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Battery,  and  of  Colonel  Walker's  bri- 
gade, opened  a  fire  upon  them,  and  they  were  soon  dispersed,  losing 
some  few  of  their  men. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  day  there  were  several  attacks  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry,  and  they  were  as  frequently  repulsed,  and  with  con- 
siderable loss,  by  the  cavalry  force  which  I  had  stopped,  but  the  cav- 
alry of  the  Second  Brigade  did  not  seem  very  determined  in  their 
pursuit. 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  by  General  Thomas  to  take  position 
with  my  regiment  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  which  I  did,  and  then 
collected  a  large  force  of  straggling  infantry,  and  which,  during  the 
evening,  were,  most  of  them,  returned  to  their  regiments. 

Late  in  the  evening  I  was  ordered  to  advance  with  my  regiment  to 
General  Thomas'  headquarters,  near  General  Eosecrans'  headquarters, 
which  I  did. 

About  3  o'clock  on  Thursday  morning  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to 
Nashville  with  my  regiment,  in  charge  of  headquarters  train,  and  about 
4  o'clock  I  moved  with  the  regiment  in  charge  of  the  train. 

No  casualties  occurred  on  the  march  until  about  1  o'clock,  when,  about 
9  miles  this  side  of  Nashville,  I  discovered  a  general  stampede  in  the 
train  in  my  rear,  which  was  not  directly  under  my  charge.  I  immedi- 
ately formed  my  regiment  across  the  road  and  stopped  the  train  and 
fugitives.  Very  soon  there  were  several  cavalrymen  came  up  and  re- 
ported that  the  train  was  attacked  at  La  Yergne,  about  6  miles  in  oui 
rear.  I  succeeded  in  checking  the  stampede  and  stopping  the  alarmed 
cavalrymen,  teamsters,  and  negroes,  who  had  gotten  up  the  stampede. 
Am<mg  the  cavalrymen  stopped  was  a  Captain  Skinner,  of  the  Third 
Ohio  Cavalry.  I  reached  Nashville  about  5.30  o'clock  with  my  train, 
and  the  long  train  in  my  rear,  and  pitched  my  camp  on  the  site  occupied 
previous  to  leaving  Nashville.  After  I  had  my  camp  pitched,  I  received 
orders  from  General  Morgan's  aide  to  remove  my  regiment  inside  the 
fortifications  early  the  next  day,  which  I  did,  and  about  5  o'clock  in  the 
evening  received  orders  from  General  Thomas  to  return  to  the  front 
with  eight  days'  rations,  and  between  3  and  4  o'clock  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing I  marched  from  Nashville  with  my  regiment  with  a  small  train. 
When  about  9  miles  this  side  of  Nashville  1  rescued  a  lady,  with  a  car- 
riage, horse,  and  servant,  which  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry  had  captured. 
The  cavalry  fled  on  our  approach,  and  I  had  no  means  of  pursuit. 

When  I  reached  La  Vergne  I  was  informed  by  Colonel  Innes,  of  the 
First  Michigan  Engineers,  thai  a  large  body  of  cavalry  were  about  to 
attack  his  regiment,  stationed  there.  I  halted  my  regiment  and  pre- 
pared to  assist  Colonel  Innes  in  his  defense;  but  after  waiting  two  hours 
for  their  attack,  I  proceeded  on  my  march  to  this  place  without  any 
other  incident,  and  reached  here  last  evening  about  7  o'clock  with  the 
regiment  and  train. 

In  stopping  the  rout  which  seemed  to  be  prevailing  among  our  troops 
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on  Wednesday  morning,  my  officers  and  men,  without  one  exception, 
behaved  with  great  coolness,  and  are  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the 
determined  and  successful  effort  in  preventing  a  disgraceful  rout  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army. 

I  remain,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  PAEKHUEST, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Ninth  MicJiigan  Volunteers, 

Maj.  Georoe  E.  Flynt, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


No.  187. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  W.  BurJce^  Tenth  Ohio  Infantry,  of  operations 

JDecemher  31-January  22. 

Headquarters  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  28,  1863. 

Colonel  :  1  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  command, 
while  posted  at  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  from  December  31,  1862,  to 
January  22,  1863 : 

I  remained  at  Stewart's  Creek  with  eight  companies  of  the  regiment, 
in  charge  of  headquarters  train,  after  detaching  two  companies  of  my 
command,  under  Capt.  John  E.  Hudson,  to  accompany  headquarters  in 
the  field. 

On  December  31,  information  reached  me  that  the  trains  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Brigade  had  been  attacked  and  captured  near  Smyrna,  at  9  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  that  day ;  and  at  a  later  hour,  learning  that  the  rebel 
cavalry  were  destroying  it,  I  dispatched  a  party  to  the  scene,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  saving  8  wagons  loaded  with  supplies. 

I  had  sufficient  force  to  have  saved  this  train  entirely,  but,  owing  to 
the  extreme  negligence  of  the  quartermaster  in  charge  of  the  train,  in 
not  reporting  the  fact  of  capture  to  me  at  an  early  hour,  the  enemy  were 
enabled  to  carry  away  and  destroy  a  large  portion  of  it. 

The  force  that  attacked  that  train  was  very  small,  and  I  understand 
there  was  a  guard  with  it,  all  of  whom  were  paroled. 

We  were  threatened  with  attack  at  the  bridge  during  the  whole  day. 
I  had  the  large  train  corraled  in  close  order,  and  by  extreme  vigilance 
prepared  to  resist  any  attack  during  the  night. 

A  large  number  of  stragglers  came  back  from  the  front,  from  an  early 
hour  of  the  day.  I  deployed  a  line  of  skirmishers  across  the  country, 
from  the  pike  to  the  railroad,  with  instructions  to  shoot  down  every 
straggler  who  attempted  to  force  the  line,  and  marched  into  camp  at 
night  over  1,100  of  these  men. 

Eegiments  of  stragglers  were  organized,  officered  by  my  own  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned  officers,  and  put  on  duty. 

On  January  1, 1  was  re-enforced  by  four  companies  of  the  Fourth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dickinson,  and  a  section 
of  Company  D,  First  Ohio  Battery,  under  Lieutenant  Kewell. 

Eebel  cavalry  threatened  the  post  during  the  day,  and  their  advance 
guard  was  twice  repulsed  by  my  pickets  and  reserve.  Concluding  not 
to  attack  at  Stewart's  Creek,  this  force,  consisting  of  Wheeler's,  Whar- 
ton's, Buford's,  John  H.  Morgan's,  and  McCann's  rebel  cavalry,  with 
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two  pieces  of  artillery,  passed  on  toward  La  Yergne,  where  they  attacked 
Colonel  Innes,  First  Michigan  Engineers,  at  1  o'clock.  I  apprised  Colo- 
nel Innes  of  the  movements  of  this  force  at  an  early  hour. 

About  1  o'clock  a  squadron  of  affrighted  negroes  came  charging  at 
full  gallop  from  Murfreesborough  toward  Stewart's  Creek,  and  with 
such  impetuosity  and  recklessness  that  over  100  passed  the  bridge  be- 
fore I  could  check  the  progress  of  the  main  cavalcade.  They  were  dis- 
mounted and  some  of  them  ducked  by  my  men.  This  was  the  advance 
of  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  whole  army — cavalrymen  with  jaded 
horses,  artillery  and  infantry  soldiers,  breathless  and  holding  on  to 
wagons,  relating  the  most  incredible  defeats  and  annihilation  of  the 
army  and  their  respective  regiments,  came  streaming  down  the  road 
and  pouring  through  the  woods  on  their  way  toward  the  bridge.  In 
vain  did  my  small  guard  stationed  on  the  road  try  to  check  this  panic. 
Officers  drew  their  revolvers,  but  the  fugitives  heeded  them  not. 

My  regiment  was  in  line  on  the  hill-side,  and  I  promptly  fixed  bay- 
onet, marched  at  double-quick  to  the  bridge,  and  drew  up  a  line  before 
it,  sending  out,  at  the  same  time,  two  companies,  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers, on  the  right  and  left,  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the  creek  by  fording. 
The  fugitives  crowded  in  thousands,  and  at  one  time  pressed  closely 
up  to  the  bayonets  of  my  men.  I  ordered  the  battalion  to  load,  and 
determined  to  fire  if  the  crowd  did  not  move  back ;  seeing  which, 
many  took  flight  back  toward  the  front.  At  this  critical  moment  I  was 
rendered  most  valuable  assistance  by  Lieutenant  Rendelbrook,  Fourth 
U.  S.  Cavalry,  and  his  men,  who  were  stationed  at  the  bridge  with  theii 
camp  and  train. 

To  him  I  assigned  the  duty  of  getting  the  stragglers  into  line,  and 
nobly  did  his  men  execute  his  orders.  Riding  through  the  panic- 
stricken  crowds,  the  cavalrymen  drove  them  into  a  field,  where  a  good 
line  was  formed,  and  every  straggler  taken  and  made  dress  up.  When 
I  had  a  regiment  formed  in  this  manner,  I  assigned  it  officers  and 
marched  it  across  the  bridge,  stacked  arms,  and  rested  it.  In  this  man- 
ner I  secured  over  4,000  men.  I  must  mention  here  the  fact  that  the 
prominent  movers  in  the  panic  were  the  quartermasters  in  charge  of 
trains.  There  was  only  one  who  behaved  with  anything  like  courage 
and  coolness — the  quartermaster  of  the  Pioneer  Brigade. 

Later  in  the  day  1  was  notified  by  Colonel  Innes  that  he  was  attacked 
fiercely  by  rebel  cavalry  ;  that  a  demand  for  surrender  had  been  made 
twice,  and  asking  to  be  re-enforced.  I  promptly  dispatched  four  compa- 
nies of  the  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry  and  the  section  of  artillery  (Bod- 
man  guns)  to  his  assistance,  and  ordered  them  to  move  up  at  a  trot,  hold- 
ing my  own  forces  ready  to  support  them. 

After  the  lapse  of  two  hours,  during  which  the  cannonading  of  Colo- 
nel Innes'  stockade  was  kept  up  by  the  rebels  (hearing  the  report  of  each 
gun),  Mr.  Reily,  a  citizen,  made  his  escape  through  the  rebel  lines,  bear- 
ing a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Innes  requesting  me  to  re-enforce  him,  and 
the  astonishing  information  that  the  troops  I  sent  up  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Dickinson  were  on  their  way  back  to  me  without  having  fired  a 
shot,  and  the  rebels  were  burning  the  trains. 

I  quickly  decided  to  save  the  trains  and  leave  the  bridge  to  the  pro- 

I  tection  of  the  regiments  of  stragglers,  and  set  out  at  a  rapid  pace  for  La 

Yergne  with  my  own  command.    I  met  the  section  of  artillery  return- 

i  ing,  as  well  as  part  of  the  cavalry.    I  ordered  them  to  fall  in  behind  me, 

and  sent  in  a  strong  support  of  infantry  to  the  guns. 

The  scene  on  the  road  was  indescribable.    Teamsters  had  abandoned 
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their  wagons  and  came  back  mounted  on  their  mules  and  horses ; 
wagons  were  packed  across  the  road,  and  many  capsized  on  the  side  of 
the  pike ;  horses  ran  wild  through  the  woods,  and,  although  men  were 
allowed  by  me  to  pass  as  wagon  guards,  there  were  none  at  their  posts. 
They  had  left  the  road  and  were  bivouacking  in  small  parties  in  the 
woods,  evidently  careless  of  the  fate  of  the  trains. 

The  woods  toward  La  Vergne  were  filled  with  small  bodies  of  rebel 
cavalry,  which  were  quickly  dislodged  by  my  skirmishers  and  driven  off. 
I  reached  Colonel  Innes  at  La  Yergne  at  7  o'clock,  and  assisted  him  Id 
arranging  the  trains  and  forwarding  them  to  Nashville. 

I  detached  four  companies  of  my  regiment,  and  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Dickinson's  command,  and  sent  them  back  to  Stewart's  Creek  at  day- 
light next  morning,  remaining  myself  at  La  Vergne,  collecting  supplies 
from  the  trains,  gathering  in  cattle  abandoned  by  our  men,  and  send- 
ing them  to  the  front. 

With  the  remaining  portion  of  my  command  I  joined  the  garrison  at 
Stewart's  Creek,  January  7,  and  immediately  set  to  work  putting  it  in 
a  defensible  condition  by  erecting  a  stockade  and  throwing  up  a  small 
redoubt  to  cover  the  bridge. 

I  was  relieved  in  command  there  by  Lieutenant- Colonel  Carroll,  com- 
manding Tenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  on  January  22,  and  reported  for 
duty  at  headquarters. 

In  connection  with  the  disgraceful  panic  of  January  1,  I  would  men- 
tion the  names  of  the  following  officers :  Lieutenant  Gilbert,  Second 
Tennessee  Cavalry,  who  had  his  horse  hitched  up  to  a  wagon  on  the 
road,  and  who  abandoned  it  with  the  teamsters,  joining  in  the  stam- 
pede; Lieutenant  Newell,  Twenty-first  Wisconsin,  and  the  regimental 
quartermaster  Seventy-ninth  Pennsylvania,  who  abandoned  the  train 
of  the  Twenty-eighth  Brigade,  and,  although  within  my  lines,  never 
communicated  the  fact  of  capture  until  it  was  too  late  to  pursue  the 
enemy. 

Out  of  a  crowd  of  runaway  teamsters  I  took  the  names  of  four  men  who 
cut  loose  their  mules  from  the  wagons  and  left  them  to  their  fate :  Henry 
W.  Davis,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  j  Scott  Cunningham,  Twenty-fifth  Illi- 
aois  5  Henry  Denney,  Fifty  ninth  Ohio,  and  Jacob  Rohrer,  One  hundred 
and  first  Ohio.  A  number  of  commissioned  officers  came  back  with  the 
men,  but,  on  seeing  the  obstacles  interposed  to  their  passage,  they  re- 
turned voluntarily  to  the  front. 

My  officers  and  men  performed  their  duty  faithfully  and  strictly.  I 
was  rendered  signal  assistance  by  Lieutenant  Rendelbrook,  Fourth  U.  S. 
Cavalry,  and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  of  his  command, 
as  also  Lieutenant  Maple,  Anderson  Troop,  who,  with  their  commands, 
were  constantly  on  duty,  reporting  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
assisting  in  effectually  checking  the  disgraceful  and  causeless  panic. 

I  would  respectfully  mention  the  name  of  Captain  Perkins,  assistant 
quartermaster,  headquarters  quartermaster,  who  evinced  the  utmost 
zeal  and  vigilance,  and  assisted  most  materially  in  the  defense  of  the 
post,  and  in  restoring  order  among  the  trains. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  W.  BURKE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg,  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Col.   C.   GODDARD, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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1^0.  188. 

Reports  of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston^  C.  8,  Army^  commanding  tht 
Western  Bepartment,  with  congratulatory  orders. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  January  6,  1863. 

General  Bragg  reports  the  enemy  fell  back  from  the  field  of  battle  to 
intrenchments,  which  he  attacked  and  was  repulsed.  On  hearing  that 
the  enemy  was  re-enforced,  he  fell  back  from  Murfreesborough;  not  fol- 
lowed by  the  Federals. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

General  S.  Cooper. 

Jackson,  January  9,  1863. 

Colonel  Ewell  informs  me,  from  Chattanooga,  that  on  the  31st  Gen- 
eral Bragg  had  35,000,  including  Wharton's  cavalry.  Lost  9,000 ;  3,000 
sick,  since,  from  exposure.  We  have  not  force  enough  here  if  the  enemy 
is  vigorous,  Prisoners  tell  General  Bragg  of  Federal  re-enforcements 
from  West  Tennessee. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 
The  President,  Richmond. 

Headquarters, 
Ja^cTcson^  via  Montgomery^  January  11,  1863. 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  Colonel  Ewell,  Chat- 
tanooga: 

The  following  is  a  summing  up  of  what  has  been  done,  by  the  advice  of  General 
Bragg,  since  1st  of  December,  obtained  unofficially,  but  directly  from  him,  including 
Hartsville : 

Morgan  and  Forrest  have  captured  5,500  prisoners,  killed  and  wounded  2,000,  de- 
stroyed stores  and  ammunition  in  immense  quantities.  Forrest  has  also  fitted  out  his 
entire  command  in  splendid  style.  Wheeler  and  Wharton  captured  1,000  prisoners  at 
Murfreesborough,  and  4,000  more  prisoners  of  war  taken  at  the  same  place,  and  not 
less  than  12,000  killed  and  wounded ;  total,  10,500  prisoners,  and  14,000  killed  and 
■wounded;  10,000  small-arms,  besides  2,000  distributed  to  our  troops,  and  30  pieces  of 
artillery  were  sent  to  the  rear,  and  1,000  wagons,  mostly  loaded,  were  secured  or 
destroyed,  with  a  large  number  of  mules  and  harness  secured.  The  losses  on  our  side 
were,  at  the  most,  9,000  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

G^eneral  S.  Cooper. 

General  6rders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  4.  ]  Chattanooga^  January  28,  1863. 

General  Johnston  has  great  satisfaction  in  expressing  to  this  command 
his  sense  of  the  high  services  and  admirable  conduct  of  the  Army  of 
Tennessee,  especially  in  the  recent  operations  near  Murfreesborough. 
In  those  operations  that  patriotic  army,  contending  with  greatly  supe- 
rior numbers,  by  its  own  courage,  and  the  skill  of  its  general,  inflicted 
upon  the  enemy  a  loss  almost  equal  to  its  own  number,  besides  captur- 
ing thirty-three  cannon  and  a  thousand  wagons — an  exploit  unparalleled 
in  modern  battles.  For  its  heroic  fortitude  in  enduring  fatigue,  priva- 
tion, and  exposure,  and  bravery  in  battle,  he  can,  with  confidence,  prom- 
ise to  it  the  thanks  of  the  Government  and  gratitude  of  the  country. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston; 

BENJ.  S.  EWELL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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No.  189. 

Organization  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,* 

POLK'S  CORPS. 

Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk. 

First  Division. 
M«y.  Gen.  B.  F.  Cheatham. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  S.  Donslsok. 

8th  Tennessee : 

Col,  W.  L.  Moore. 
Li^t.  Col.  J.  H.  Anderson. 
16th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  H.  Savage. 
38th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  C.  Carter. 
51st  Tennessee,  Col.  John  Chester. 
84th  Tennessee,  Col.  S.  S.  Stanton. 
Carnes'  (Tennessee)  battery,  Lieut.  L.  G. 
Marshall. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart. 

19th  Tennessee,  Col.  F.  M.  Walker. 
24th  Tennesseee : 

Col.  H.  L.  W.  Bratton. 

Maj.  S.  E.  Shannon. 

Mississippi  Battery,  Capt.  T.  J.  Stanford. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Manky 

Ist  Tennessee,  ^  r.  i   tt   d   T^  '\a 
27th  Tennessee;  l^^^'  ^'  ^'  ^^^^^' 
4th  Tennessee  (Provisional  Army),  Col. 

J.  A.  McMurry. 
6th  Tennessee,  ?  Col.  C.  S.  Hurt. 
9th  Tennessee,  )  Maj.  J.  L.  Harris. 
Tennessee    Sharpshooters,    Capt.    Frank 

Maney. 
Smith's  (Mississippi)  battery,  Lieut.  Will- 
iam B.  Turner. 

Fov/rth  (Presiwi  Smithes)  Brigade. 

Col.  A.  J.  Vaughan,  Jr. 

12th  Tennessee,  Maj.  J.  N.  Wyatt. 
13th  Tennessee : 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  Morgan, 
Capt.  R.  F.  Lanier. 
29th  Tennessee,  Maj.  J.  B.  Johnson. 
47th  Tennessee,  Capt.  W.  M.  Watkins. 
154th  Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  Magev- 
ney,  jr. 
9th  Texas,  Col.  W.  H.  Young. 
Allin's  (Tennessee)  Sharpshooters : 
Lieut.  J.  R.  J.  Creighton. 
Lieut.  T.  F.  Pattison. 
Tennessee  Battery,  Capt.  W.  L.  Soott. 


Second  Division. 
Maj.  Gen.  Jones  M.  Withers. 


Fir$t  (Deae^)  Brigade. 
Col.  J.  Q.  LoOMis. 

Col.  J.  G.  COLTART. 

19th  Alabama. 
22d  Alabama. 
25th  Alabama. 
26th  Alabama, 
^h  Alabama. 
17th  Alabama  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 

Capt.  B.  C.  Yancey. 
1st  Louisiana  (Regulars),  Lieut.  Col.  F. 
H.  Farrar,  jr. 
Robertson's  battery,  Capt.  F.  H.  Robert- 
son. 


Second  Brigade.* 

Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chalmers. 
Col.  T.  W.  White. 

7th  Mississippi. 

9th  Mississippi,  Col.  T.  W.  White. 
10th  Mississippi. 
41st  Mississippi. 

9th  Mississippi  Battalion  SharpshooterSj, 

Capt.  O.  F.  West. 
Blythe's  (Mississippi)  regiment. 
Garrity's  (Alabama)  battery. 


*  Compiled  &om  the  reports.    Other  officers  than  those  named  may  have  also  been  in 
actual  command  of  the  organizations  ind'  3ated. 
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Third  ( WalthalVs)  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gten.  J.  Patton  Andbrson. 

45th  Alabama,  Col.  James  G.  Gilchrist. 
24th  Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.    R.    P.    Mc- 

Kelvaine. 
27th  Mississippi : 

Col.  T.  M.  Jones. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  L.  Autry. 

Capt.  E.  R.  Neilson. 
29th  Mississippi : 

Col.  W.  F.  Brantly. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  Morgan. 
30th  Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  I.  Scales. 
39th  North  Carolina,  *  Capt.  A.  W.  BeU. 
Missouri  Battery,  Capt.  O.  W.  Barret. 


Fourth  (Ander8on*8)  Brigade. 

Col.  A.  M.  Manioault. 

24th  Alabama. 
28th  Alabama. 
34th  Alabama. 

l^^l:"a?hSrira;|Col.A.J.Lythgo,, 

Alabama  Battery,  Capt.  D.  D.  Watenu 


HARDEE'S  CORPS. 
Lient.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee. 

First  Division. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  C.  Breckinridge. 


First  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  W,  Adams. 
Col.  Randaij.  L.  Gibson. 

32d    Alabama : 

Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Maury. 
Col.  Alexander  McKinstry. 

13th  Louisiana,  ^  Col.   R.   L.  Gibson. 

20th  Louisiana,  \Maj.  Charles  Guillet. 

16th  Louisiaua,  /Col.  S.  W.  Fisk. 

25th  Louisiana,  ^Maj.  F.  C.  Zacharie. 

14th  Louisiana  Battalion,  Maj.  J.  E.  Aus- 
tin. 

Washington  Artillery(5th  Battery), Lieut. 
W.  C.  D.  Vaught. 

Second  Brigade. 

Col.  J.  B.  Palmer. 

Brig.  Gen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow. 

I    18th  Tennessee  : 

Col.  J.  B.  Palmer. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  R.  Butler. 
i      26th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  M.  Lillard. 
28th  Tennessee,  Col.  P.  D.  Cunningham. 
32d    Tennessee,  Col.  Ed.  C.  Cook. 
45th  Tennessee,  Col.  A.  Searcy. 
Moses'   (Georgia)   battery,   Lieut.   R.  W. 
Anderson. 


Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  William  Preston. 

4tb  Florida,  Col.  William  L   L.  Bowen. 
60th  North  Carolina,  Col.  J.  A.  McDowell 
20th  Tennessee : 

Col.  T.  B.  Smith. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  M.  Lavender. 

Maj.  F,  Claybrooke. 
Tennessee  Battery : 

Capt.  E.  E.  Wright. 

Lieut.  J.  W.  Mebane. 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  W.  Hanson. 
Col.  R.  P.  Trabue. 

4l8t  Alabama : 

Col.  H.  Talbird. 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  L.  Stansel. 
2d    Kentucky,  Maj.  James  W.  Hewitt. 
4th  Kentucky: 

Col.  R.  P.  Trabue. 

Capt.  T.  W.  Thompson. 
6th  Kentucky,  Col.  Joseph  H.  Lewis. 
9th  Kentucky,  Col.  T.  H.  Hunt. 
Kentucky  Battery,  Capt.  R.  Cobb. 


Jackson^s  Brigade.^ 

Brig.  Gen.  John  K.  Jackson. 

5th  Georgia : 

Col.  W.  T.  Black. 

Maj.  C.P.  Daniel. 
2d  Georgia  Battalion  Sharpshooters,  Maj.  J.  J,  Cox. 
5th  Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  L.  Sykes. 
8th  Mississippi : 

Col.  J.  C.  Wilkinson. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  McNeill. 
Pritchard's  (Georgia)  battery. 
Lumsden's  (Alabama)  battery,  Lieut.  H.  H.  Cribbs. 


*  Joined  brigade  December  31 ;  transferred,  January  2,  to  Manigault's  brigade. 
+  Temporarily  assigned  to  Breckinridge's  division. 
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Second  Division. 
Maj.  Gen.  P.  R.  Cleburne. 


First  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  E.  Polk. 

l8t  ArkanBas,  Col.  John  W.  Colquitt. 
13th  Arkansas. 
15th  Arkansas. 

5th  Confederate,  Col.  J.  A.  Smith. 

2d    Tennessee,  Col.  W.  D.  Robison. 

5th  Tennessee,  Col.  B.  J.  Hill. 
Helena  (Ark.)  Artillery,  Lient.T.  J.  Key. 

Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  St.  John  R.  Liddell. 


2d    Arkansas,  Col.  D.  C.  Go  van. 
5th  Arkansas,  Lieut.  Col.  John  £.  Murray. 
Col.  S.  G.  Smith. 

nt^ron. 


6th  Arkansas 
7th  Arkansas 


C  Col.  S.  G.  Smith. 
'  {  Lieut.  Col.  F.  J.  Came 
'  (  Maj.  W.  F.  Douglass. 


8th  Arkansas : 

Col.  John  H.  Kelly. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  F.  Baucum. 
Swett's  (Mississippi)  battery,  Lieut.  H. 
Shannon. 


Third  Brigade. 
Brig.  Gen.  Bcsurod  R.  Johnsoh. 

17th  Tennessee : 

Col.  A.  S.  Marks. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Floyd. 
23d    Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Keeblo 
25th  Tennessee : 

Col.  J.  M.  Hughs. 

Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Davis. 
37th  Tennessee : 

Col.  M.  White. 

MsQ.  J.  T.  McReynolds. 

Capt.  C.  G.  Jarnagin. 
44th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  S.  Fulton. 
Jefferson    (Miss.)   Artillery,    Capt.    Pnt. 
Darden. 

Faurth  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  M.  Wood. 

16th  Alabama,  Col.  W.  B.  Wood. 
33d    Alabama,  Col.  Samuel  Adams. 
3d   Confederate,  Maj.  J.  F.Cameron. 
45th  Mississippi,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  Charlton. 
15th  Mississippi  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 

Capt.  A.  T.  Hawkins. 
Alabama  Battery,  Capt.  Henry  C.  Semple. 


McCown's  Division.* 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  P.  McCowN. 


First  Brigade.i 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Ector. 

10th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  M.  F.  Locke. 
11th  Texas  Cavalry : 

Col.  J.  C.  Burks. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Bounds. 
14tb  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  L.  Camp. 
15th  Texas  Cavalry,  Col.  J.  A.  Andrews. 
Texas  Battery,  Capt.  J.  P.  Douglas. 


Second  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  James  E.  Rains. 
Col.  R.  B.  Vance. 

3d    Georgia  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  A. 

Stovall. 
9th  Georgia  Battalion,  Maj.  Joseph  T. 

Smith. 
29th  North  Carolina,  Col.  R.  B.  Vance. 
11th  Tennessee : 

Col.  G.  W.  Gordon. 
Lieut.  Col.  William  Thedford. 
Eufaula  (Ala. )  Light  Artillery,  Lieut.  W, 
A.  McDuffie. 


Third  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Evander  McNair. 
Col.  R.  W.  Harper. 

l«t  Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles :  t 
Col.  R.  W.  Harper. 
Maj.  L.  M.  Ramsaur. 
2d    Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles, t  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  WillianMwn. 
4th  Arkansas,  Col.  H.  G.  Bunn. 
30th  Arkansas : 

Maj.  J.  J.  Franklin. 
Capt.  W.  A.  Cotter. 
4th  Arkansas  Battalion,  Maj.  J.  A.  Ross. 

Arkansas  Battery,  Capt.  J.  T.  Humphreys. 

<i 

*  Of  Smith's  corps,  serving  with  Hardee. 

t  The  regiments  of  this  brigade  serving  as  infantry. 

t  Serving  as  infantry, 
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CAVALRY.* 


Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler. 


Wheeler^B  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler. 

Ist  Alabama,  Col.  W.  W.  Allen. 
3d   Alabama : 

Maj.  F.  Y.  Gaines. 
Capt.  T.  n.  Mauldin. 
5l8t  Alabama: 

Col.  John  T.  Morgan. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Webb, 
eth  Confederate,  Col.  W.  B.  Wade, 
let  Tennessee,  Col.  James  E.  Carter. 

—  Tennessee     Battalion,     DeWitt    C. 

Douglass. 

—  Tennessee    Battalion,  Maj.    D.    W. 

Holman. 
Arkansas  Battery,  Capt.  J.  H.  Wiggins. 

BuforWs  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Buford. 

3d  Kentucky,  Col.  J.  R.  Butler. 
5th  Kentucky,  Col.  D.  H.  Smith. 
6th  Kentucky,  Col.  J.  W.  Grigsby. 

Pegram^s  Brigade  A 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Pegram. 

Ist  Georgia. 
1st  Louisiana. 


Wharton^ 8  B  igade. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Wharton. 

14th  Alabama  Battalion, Lieut.  Col.  Jamee 
•  C.  Malone. 

1st  Confederate,  Col.  John  T.  Cox. 
3d  Confederate,  Lieut.  Col.  William  N. 

Estes. 
2d  Georgia: 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Dunlop. 
Maj.  F.  M.  Ison. 
3d  Georgia    (detachment),    Maj.    R 

Thompson. 
2d  Tennessee,  Col.  H.  M.  Ashby. 
4th  Tennessee,  Col.  Baxter  Smith. 
—    Tennessee  Battalion,  Maj.  John  R. 

Davis. 
8th  Texas,  Col.  Thomas  Harrison. 
Murray's  (Tennessee)  regiment,  Maj.  W.  S. 

Bledsoe. 
Escort  company,  Capt.  Paul  F.  Anderson. 
McCown's  escort  company,  Capt.  L,  T. 

Hardy. 
White's  (Tennessee)  battery,  Capt.  B.  F. 
White,  jr. 


ARTILLERY.t 

Baxter's  (Tennessee)  battery. 
Byrne's  (Kentucky)  battery. 
Gibson's  (Georgia)  battery. 


No.  190. 

Reports  of  General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Army  oj 
Tennessee,  with  congratulatory  orders,  &c. 

MURFREESBOROUGH,  Tenn.,  December  30,  1862. 

(Received  at  Eichmond,  Va.,  January  1,  1863.) 

Artillery  firing  at  intervals  and  heavy  skirmishing  of  light  troops 
all  day.  Enemy  very  cautious,  and  declining  a  general  engagement. 
Armies  are  in  line  of  battle  within  sight. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG. 

General  S.  Cooper. 

*  I'orrest's  and  Morgan's  commands  on  detached  service 

t  Probably  incomplete. 

X  Byrne's  battery  mentioned  in  Brecken ridge's  report.  The  others  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  engaged  iu  the  campaign.  Baxter's  battery  reported  as  at  Shelby ville, 
December  31,  and  Gibson's  was  ordered,  December  I,  1862,  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  to 
be  fitted  for  the  field. 
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MuRFEEESBOROUGH,  Tenk.,  December  31,  1862. 
We  assailed  the  enemy  at  7  o'clock  this  morning,  and  after  ten  hours' 
hard  fighting  have  driven  him  from  every  position  except  his  extreme 
left,  which  [where]  he  has  successfully  resisted  us.  With  the  exception 
of  this  point,  we  occupy  the  whole  field.  We  captured  4,000  prisoners, 
including  2  brigadier-generals,  31  pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  200 
wagons  and  teams.*  Our  loss  is  heavy  ;  that  of  the  enemy  much  greater. 

BEAXTON  BR4GG, 

General^  Colinmanding. 
General  S.  Cooper. 


MuRFRBESBOROUGH,  January  3,  1863. 

(Received  January  4,  1863.) 

The  enemy  retired  last  night  but  a  short  distance  to  intrenchments  in 
his  rear.  In  a  sharp  and  short  contest  this  evening  we  drove  his  left 
flank  from  position,  but  our  assaulting  party  again  retired  with  consid- 
erable loss  to  both  sides.  Wheeler  and  Wharton  were  again  in  their 
rear  yesterday  j  captured  200  prisoners,  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  de- 
stroyed 200  loaded  wagons. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  Commanding, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


TuLLAHOMA,  January  5,  1863. 

Unable  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  intrenched  position,  and  learn- 
ing of  re-enforcements  to  him,  I  withdrew  from  his  front  night  before 
last ;  he  has  not  followed ;  my  cavalry  is  still  close  in  his  front. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  Commanding, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Richmond,  Va, 

Deoherd,  January  6,  1863. 

Enemy  have  not  yet  followed  us  in  force.  My  command  is  now  con- 
centrated on  line  of  Elk  Run.  From  papers  captured  on  the  field,  their 
force  was  from  60,000  to  70,000  ;  ours  not  over  half  that.  We  hope  to 
check  any  advance;  but  to  save  East  Tennessee,  and  enable  us  to  ad- 
vance again,  re-enforcements  are  necessary.  They  are  bringing  forward 
every  man  from  Kentucky. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Deoherd,  January  7,  1863. 

We  shall  hold  line  of  Duck  River,  if  possible.    Our  losses  will  reach 
9,000 ;  the  enemy  has  not  advanced  from  Murfreesborough. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
General  S.  Cooper. 


See  Series  I,  Vol.  XVI,  Part  I,  p.  1097. 
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Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  February  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  December  26,  last,  the  enemy  advanced  in  force  from  liTash- 
ville  to  attack  us  at  Murfreesborough.  It  had  been  well  ascertained 
that  his  strength  was  over  60,000  effective  men.  Before  night  on  that 
day  the  object  of  the  movement  was  developed  by  our  dispositions  in 
front,  and  orders  were  given  for  the  necessary  concentration  of  our 
forces,  then  distributed  as  follows :  Polkas  corps  and  three  brigades  of 
Breckinridge's  division,  Hardee's  corps,  at  Murfreesborough ;  the  bal- 
ance of  Hardee's  corps  near  Eagleville,  about  20  miles  west  of  Murfrees- 
borough J  McCown's  division  (which,  with  Stevenson's  division  removed, 
constituted  Smith's  corps)  at  Eeadyville,  12  miles  east  of  Murfreesbor- 
ough, the  three  cavalry  brigades  of  Wheeler,  Wharton,  and  Pegram 
occupying  the  entire  front  of  our  infantry,  and  covering  all  approaches 
10  within  10  miles  of  Nashville;  Buford's  small  cavalry  brigade,  of 
about  600,  at  McMinnville.  The  brigades  of  Forrest  and  Morgan  (about 
5,000  effective  cavalry)  were  absent  on  special  service  in  West  Tennes- 
see and  Northern  Kentucky,  as  will  be  more  fully  noticed  hereafter. 
Jackson's  small  infantry  brigade  was  in  rear,  guarding  the  railroad  from 
Bridgeport,  Ala.,  to  the  mountains. 

On  Sunday,  the  28th,  our  main  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  was  con- 
centrated in  front  of  Murfreesborough,  while  the  cavalry,  supported  by 
three  brigades  of  infantry  and  three  batteries  of  artillery,  impeded  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  by  constant  skirmishing  and  sudden  and  unex- 
pected attacks.  To  the  skillful  manner  in  which  the  cavalry,  thus  ably 
supported,  was  handled,  and  to  the  exceeding  gallantry  of  its  officers 
and  men,  must  be  attributed  the  four  days'  time  consumed  by  the  enemy 
in  reaching  the  battle-field,  a  distance  of  only  20  miles  from  his  encamp- 
ments, over  fine  macadamized  roads. 

Fully  aware  of  the  greatly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  as  indi- 
cated in  my  early  reports  from  this  quarter,  it  was  our  policy  to  await 
attack.  The  position  was  selected  and  line  developed  with  this  inten- 
tion. Owing  to  the  convergence  upon  our  depot  at  Murfreesborough  of 
so  many  fine  roads  by  which  the  enemy  could  approach,  as  will  appear 
from  the  inclosed  map,  marlced  1,*  we  were  confined  in  our  selection  to 
a  line  near  enough  the  point  of  juncture  to  enable  us  to  successfully 
cover  them  all  until  the  real  point  of  attack  should  be  developed. 

On  Monday,  the  29th,  it  was  reported  that  heavy  columns  moved  on 
both  the  direct  road  from  La  Vergne  and  on  the  one  leading  into  the 
Lebanon  road  by  way  of  Jefferson,  but  on  Tuesday,  the  30th,  it  was  as- 
certained that  the  Jefferson  pike  was  abandoned  by  a  countermarch, 
and  the  whole  forces  of  the  enemy  were  concentrated  on  and  near  the 
direct  road  on  the  west  of  Stone's  Eiver.  The  dispositions  made  for  the 
unequal  contest  will  appear  from  the  inclosed  map,  marked  2,*  and  the 
copy  of  memoranda  to  general  and  staff  officers,  marked  3.*  These 
arrangements  were  all  completed  before  the  enemy  crossed  Stewart's 
Creek,  9  miles  out,  and  the  infantry  brigades  were  at  once  called  in,  and 
the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  fall  back  more  rapidly,  having  most  gal- 
lantly discharged  its  duty  and  fully  accomplished  the  object  desired. 

Late  on  Monday  it  became  apparent  the  enemy  was  extending  his 
right,  so  as  to  flank  us  on  the  left.  McCown's  division,  in  reserve,  was 
promptly  thrown  to  that  flank  and  added  to  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant General  Polk.  The  enemy  not  meeting  our  expectations  of  making 
an  attack  on  Tuesday,  which  was  consumed  in  artillery  firing  and  heavy 

*  To  appear  in  Atlas. 
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skirmishing,  with  the  exception  of  a  dash  late  in  the  evening  on  the  left 
of  Withers'  division,  which  was  repulsed  and  severely  punished,  it  was 
determined  to  assail  him  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  31st.  For  this  pur- 
pose, Cleburne's  division,  Hardee's  corps,  was  moved  from  the  second 
line  on  the  right  to  the  corresponding  position  on  the  left,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Hardee  was  ordered  to  that  point  and  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  that  and  McCown's  division.  This  disposition,  the  result  of 
necessity,  left  me  no  reserve,  but  Breckinridge's  command  on  the  right, 
now  not  threatened,  was  regarded  as  a  source  of  supply  for  any  re 
enforcements  absolutely  necessary  to  other  parts  of  the  field.  Stone's 
River,  at  its  then  stage,  was  fordable  at  almost  any  point  for  infantry, 
and  at  short  intervals  perfectly  practicable  for  artillery. 

These  dispositions  completed.  Lieutenant- General  Hardee  was  ordered 
to  assail  the  enemy  at  daylight  on  Wednesday,  the  31st,  the  attack  to  be 
taken  up  by  Lieutenant- General  Polk's  command  in  succession  to  the 
right  flank,  the  move  to  be  made  by  a  constant  wheel  to  the  right,  on 
Polk's  right  flank  as  a  pivot,  the  object  being  to  force  the  enemy  back 
on  Stone's  River,  and,  if  practicable,  by  the  aid  of  the  cavalry,  cut  him 
off  from  his  base  of  operations  and  supplies  by  the  Nashville  pike.  The 
lines  were  now  bivouacked  at  a  distance  in  places  of  not  more  than  500 
yards,  the  camp-fires  of  the  two  being  within  distinct  view.  Wharton's 
cavalry  brigade  had  been  held  on  our  left  to  watch  and  check  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  and  to  prevent  his  cavalry  from 
gaining  the  railroad  in  our  rear,  the  preservation  of  which  was  of  vital 
importance.  In  this  he  was  aided  by  Brig.  Gen.  A.  Buford,  who  had  a 
small  command  of  about  600  new  cavalry.  The  duty  was  most  ably, 
gallantly,  and  successfully  performed. 

On  Monday  night  Brigadier- General  Wheeler  proceeded  with  his  cav- 
alry brigade  and  one  regiment  from  Pegram's,  as  ordered,  to  gain  the 
enemy's  rear.  By  Tuesday  morning,  moving  on  the  Jefferson  pike 
around  the  enemy's  left  flank,  he  had  gained  the  rear  of  their  whole 
army,  and  soon  attacked  the  trains,  their  guards,  and  the  numerous 
stragglers.  He  succeeded  in  capturing  several  hundred  prisoners  and 
destroying  hundreds  of  wagons  loaded  with  supplies  and  baggage. 
After  clearing  the  road,  he  made  his  way  entirely  around  and  joined  the 
cavalry  on  our  left. 

The  failure  of  Major-General  McCown  to  execute  during  the  night  an 
order  for  a  slight  change  in  the  line  of  his  division,  and  which  had  to  be 
done  the  next  morning,  caused  some  delay  in  the  general  and  vigorous 
assault  by  Lieutenant- General  Hardee.  But  about  7  o'clock  the  rattle 
of  musketry  and  roar  of  artillery  announced  the  beginning  of  the  con- 
flict. The  enemy  was  taken  completely  by  surprise.  General  and  staff 
officers  were  not  mounted,  artillery  horses  not  hitched,  and  infantry  not 
formed.  A  hot  and  inviting  breakfast  of  cofl^ee  and  other  luxuries,  to 
which  our  gallant  and  hardy  men  had  long  been  strangers,  was  found 
upon  the  fire  unserved,  and  was  left  while  we  pushed  on  to  the  enjoyment 
of  a  more  inviting  feast,  that  of  captured  artillery,  fleeing  battalions,  and 
hosts  of  craven  prisoners  begging  for  the  lives  they  had  forfeited  by 
their  acts  of  brutality  and  atrocity. 

While  thus  routing  and  pushing  the  enemy  in  his  front,  Lieutenant- 
General  [  W.  J.]  Hardee  announced  to  me  by  a  messenger  that  the  move- 
ment was  not  being  as  promptly  executed  by  Major-General  Cheatham's 
command  on  his  right  (the  left  of  Lieutenant  General  Polk's  corps)  as 
he  expected,  and  that  his  line  was,  consequently,  exposed  to  an  enfilade 
fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  in  that  front.  The  necessary  instructions 
for  prompt  movement  at  that  point  were  immediately  dispatched,  and  in 
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a  short  time  our  whole  line,  except  Breckinridge's  command,  was  warmly 
engaged.  From  this  time  we  continued  to  drive  the  enemy  more  or  less 
rapidly  until  his  line  was  thrown  entirely  back  at  right  angles  to  his  first 
position,  and  occupied  the  cut  of  the  railroad,  along  which  he  had  massed 
his  reserves  and  posted  very  strong  batteries.  A  reference  to  the  map 
No.  2*  will  show  this  second  and  strong  position. 

The  enemy's  loss  was  very  heavy  in  killed  and  wounded,  far  exceeding 
our  own,  as  appeared  from  a  critical  examination  of  the  field,  now  almost 
entirely  in  oar  possession.  Of  artillery  alone  we  had  secured  more  than 
twenty-five  pieces. 

While  the  infantry  and  artillery  were  occupied  in  this  successful  work, 
Brigadier-General  Wharton,  with  his  cavalry  command,  was  most  act- 
ively and  gallantly  engaged  on  the  enemy's  right  and  rear,  where  he 
inflicted  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  captured  a  full  battery  of 
artillery  endeavoring  to  escape,  and  secured  and  sent  in  near  2,000  pris- 
oners. These  important  successes  and  results  had  not  been  achieved 
without  heavy  sacrifices  on  our  part,  as  the  resistance  of  the  enemy 
after  the  first  surprise  was  most  gallant  and  obstinate.  Numbering  at 
least  two  to  our  one,  he  was  enabled  to  bring  fresh  troops  at  every 
point  to  resist  our  progress,  and  he  did  so  with  a  skill  and  judgment 
which  has  ever  characterized  his  able  commander.  Finding  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee  so  formidably  opposed  by  the  movement  of  the  enemy 
to  his  front,  re-enforcements  for  him  were  ordered  from  Major  General 
Breckinridge,  but  the  orders  were  countermanded,  as  will  hereafter 
appear,  and  Polk's  corps  was  pressed  forward  with  vigor,  hoping  to  draw 
the  enemy  back  or  rout  him  on  the  right  as  he  already  had  been  on  the 
left.  We  succeeded  in  driving  him  from  every  position  except  the  strong 
one  held  by  his  extreme  left  flank,  resting  on  Stone's  River,  and  covered 
by  a  concentration  of  artillery  of  superior  range  and  caliber,  which  seemed 
to  bid  us  defiance.  The  difficulties  of  our  general  advance  had  been 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  topography  of  the  country.  All  parts  of  our 
line  had  to  pass  in  their  progress  over  ground  of  the  roughest  character, 
covered  with  huge  stones  and  studded  with  the  densest  growth  of  cedar, 
the  branches  reaching  to  the  ground  and  forming  an  almost  impassable 
brake.  Our  artillery  could  rarely  be  used,  while  the  enemy,  holding 
defensive  lines,  had  selected  formidable  positions  for  his  batteries  and 
this  dense  cover  for  his  infantry,  from  both  of  which  he  had  to  be  dis- 
lodged by  our  infantry  alone.  The  determined  and  unvarying  gal- 
lantry of  our  trooi)s,  and  the  uninterrupted  success  which  attended  their 
repeated  charges  against  these  strongholds,  defended  by  double  their 
numbers,  fully  justified  the  unbounded  confidence  I  had  ever  reposed 
in  them  and  had  so  often  expressed.  To  meet  our  successtul  advance 
and  retrieve  his  losses  in  the  front  of  our  left,  the  enemy  early  trans- 
ferred a  portion  of  his  reserve  from  his  left  to  that  flank,  and  by  2 
o'clock  had  succeeded  in  concentrating  such  a  force  in  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Hardee's  front  as  to  check  his  further  progress.  Our  two  lines  had 
by  this  time  become  almost  blended,  so  much  weakened  were  they  by 
losses,  exhaustion,  and  extension  to  cover  the  enemy's  whole  front. 

As  early  as  10  a.  m.  Major-General  Breckinridge  was  called  on  for 
one  brigade,  and  soon  after  for  a  second,  to  re-enforce,  or  act  as  a  re- 
serve to.  Lieutenant  Genera]  Hardee.  His  reply  to  the  first  call  repre- 
sented the  enemy  crossing  Stone's  River  in  heavy  force  in  his  immediate 
front,  and  on  receiving  the  second  order  he  informed  me  they  had  already 
crossed  in  heavy  force  and  were  advancing  on  him  in  two  lines.  He 
was  immediately  ordered  not  to  await  attack,  but  to  advance  and  meet 

*  To  appear  in  Atlas. 
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them.  About  this  same  time  a  report  reached  me  that  a  heavy  force  of 
the  enemy's  infantry  was  advancing  on  the  Lebanon  road,  about  5  miles 
in  Breckinridge's  front.  Brigadier  General  Pegram,  who  had  been  sent 
to  that  road  to  cover  the  flank  of  the  infantry  with  his  cavalry  brigade 
(save  two  regiments  detached  with  Wheeler  and  Wharton),  was  ordered 
forward  immediately  to  develop  any  such  movement.  The  orders  for 
the  two  brigades  from  Breckinridge  were  countermanded,  while  dispo- 
sitions were  made,  at  his  request,  to  re-enforce  him.  Before  they  could 
be  carried  out,  the  movements  ordered  disclosed  the  facts  that  no  force 
had  crossed  Stone's  River  j  that  the  only  enemy  in  our  immediate  front 
there  was  a  small  body  of  sharpshooters,  and  that  there  was  no  advance 
on  the  Lebanon  road.  These  unfortunate  misapprehensions  on  that 
part  of  the  field  (which,  with  proper  precaution,  could  not  have  existed) 
withheld  from  active  operations  three  fine  brigades  until  the  enemy  had 
succeeded  in  checking  our  progress,  had  re-established  his  lines,  and 
had  collected  many  of  his  broken  battalions.  Having  now  settled  the 
question  that  no  movement  was  being  made  against  our  right,  and  none 
even  to  be  apprehended,  Breckinridge  was  ordered  to  leave  two  brigades 
to  support  the  battery  at  A,  on  his  side  of  Stone's  River,  and  with  the 
balance  of  the  force  to  cross  to  the  left  and  report  to  Lieutenant-General 
Polk.  By  the  time  this  could  be  accomplished  it  was  too  late  to  send 
this  force  to  Lieutenant  General  Hardee's  support,  who  was  unable  to 
make  further  progress,  and  he  was  directed  to  maintain  his  position. 
Lieutenant-General  Polk  was  directed  with  these  re-enforcements  to 
throw  all  the  force  he  could  collect  upon  the  enemy's  extreme  left,  and 
thereby  either  carry  that  strong  point  which  had  so  far  resisted  us  suc- 
cessfully, or,  failing  in  that,  at  least  to  draw  off  from  Hardee's  front  the 
formidable  opposition  there  concentrated.  The  three  brigades  of  Jack- 
son, Preston,  and  Adams  were  successively  reported  for  this  work.  How 
gallantly  they  moved  to  their  task,  and  how  much  they  suffered  in  the 
determined  effort  to  accomplish  it,  will  best  appear  from  reports  of  sub- 
ordinate commanders  and  the  statement  of  losses,  herewith.  Upon  this 
flank,  their  strongest  defensive  position,  resting  on  the  river  bank,  the 
enemy  had  concentrated  not  less  than  twenty  pieces  of  his  heaviest  ar- 
tillery, masked  almost  entirely  from  view,  but  covering  an  open  space 
in  front  of  several  hundred  yards.  Supported  right,  left,  and  i  ear  by 
heavy  masses  of  infantry,  this  position  proved  impracticable,  and  after 
two  unsuccessful  efforts  the  attempt  to  carry  it  by  infantry  was  aban 
doned.  Our  heaviest  batteries  of  artillery  and  rifled  guns  of  long  range 
were  now  concentrated  in  front  of,  and  their  fire  opened  on,  this  posi 
tion.  After  a  cannonade  of  some  time  the  enemy's  fire  slackened,  and 
finally  ceased  near  nightfall.  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  had  slightly 
retired  his  line  from  the  farthest  point  he  had  attained  for  better  posi- 
tion and  cover  without  molestation  from  the  enemy.  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral Polk's  infantry,  including  the  three  re-enforcing  brigades,  uniting 
their  left  with  Hardee's  right  and  extending  to  our  extreme  right  flank, 
formed  a  continuous  line  very  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  original  line 
of  battle,  thus  leaving  nearly  the  whole  field  with  all  its  trophies-  the 
enemy's  dead  and  many  of  his  wounded,  his  hospitals  and  stores — in 
our  full  possession.  The  body  of  Brigadier-General  Sill,  one  of  their 
division  commanders,  was  found  where  he  had  fallen,  and  was  sent  to 
town  and  decently  interred,  though  he  had  forfeited  all  claim  to  such 
consideration  by  the  acts  of  cruelty,  barbarity,  and  atrocity  but  a  few 
days  before  committed  under  his  authority  on  the  women,  chihlren, 
and  old  men  living  near  the  road  on  which  he  had  made  a  reconnais- 
sance. 
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During  the  afternoon,  Brigadier-General  Pegram,  discovering  a  hos- 
pital and  large  numbers  of  stragglers  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  line  and 
across  Stone's  River,  charged  them  with  his  cavalry  and  captured  about 
170  prisoners. 

Both  armies,  exhausted  by  a  conflict  of  full  ten  hours'  duration,  rarely 
surpassed  for  its  continued  intensity  and  the  heavy  losses  sustained, 
sank  to  rest  with  the  sun  and  perfect  quiet  prevailed  for  the  night. 

At  dawn  on  Thursday  morning,  January  1,  orders  were  sent  to  the 
several  commanders  to  press  forward  their  skirmishers,  feel  the  enemy, 
and  report  any  change  in  his  position.  Major-General  Breckinridge  had 
been  transferred  to  the  right  of  Stone's  Eiver,  to  resume  the  command  of 
that  position,  now  held  by  two  of  his  brigades.  It  was  soon  reported 
that  no  change  had  occurred,  except  the  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  from 
the  advanced  position  occupied  by  his  left  flank.  Finding,  upon  further 
examination,  that  this  was  the  case,  the  right  flank  of  Lieu  ten  ant-Gen- 
eral Polk's  corps  was  thrown  forward  to  occupy  the  ground  for  which 
we  had  so  obstinately  contended  the  evening  before.  This  shortened 
our  line  considerably,  and  gave  us  possession  of  the  entire  battle-field, 
from  which  we  gleaned  the  spoils  and  trophies  throughout  the  daj'  and 
transferred  them  rapidly  to  the  rear.  A  careful  reconnaissance  of  the 
enemy's  position  was  ordered,  and  the  most  of  the  cavalry  was  put  in  mo 
tion  for  the  roads  in  his  rear,  to  cut  off  his  trains  and  develop  any  move- 
ment. It  was  soon  ascertained  that  he  was  still  in  very  heavy  force  all 
along  our  front,  occupying  a  position  strong  by  nature  and  improved  by 
such  work  as  could  be  done  at  night  and  b.y  his  reserves.  In  a  short 
time  reports  from  the  cavalry  informed  me  heavy  trains  were  moving 
toward  Nashville,  some  of  tlie  wagons  loaded  and  all  the  ambulances 
filled  with  wounded.  These  were  attacked  at  different  places;  many 
wagons  were  destroyed  and  hundreds  of  prisoners  paroled.  No  doubt 
this  induced  the  enemy  to  send  large  escorts  of  artillery,  infantry,  and 
cavalry  with  later  trains,  and  thus  the  impression  was  made  on  our  ablest 
cavalry  commanders  that  a  retrograde  movement  was  going  on.  Our 
forces,  greatly  wearied  and  much  reduced  by  heavy  losses,  were  held 
ready  to  avail  themselves  of  any  change  in  the  enemy's  position,  but  it 
was  deemed  unadvisable  to  assail  him  as  then  established.  The  whole 
day,  after  these  dispositions,  was  passed  without  an  important  move- 
ment on  either  side,  and  was  consumed  by  us  in  gleaning  the  battle- 
field, burying  the  dead,  and  replenishing  ammunition. 

At  daylight  on  Friday,  the  2d,  the  orders  to  feel  the  enemy  and  ascer- 
tain his  position  were  repeated  with  the  same  results.  The  cavalry  bri- 
gades of  Wheeler  and  Wharton  had  returned  during  the  night  greatly 
exhausted  from  long- continued  service  with  but  little  rest  or  food  to 
either  men  or  horses.  Both  commanders  reported  the  indications  from 
the  enemy's  movements  the  same.  Allowing  them  only  a  few  hours  to 
feed  and  rest,  and  sending  the  two  detached  regiments  back  to  Pegram's 
brigade,  Wharton  was  ordered  to  the  right  flank  across  Stone's  River,  to 
assume  command  in  that  quarter  and  keep  me  advised  of  any  change. 
Wheeler  with  his  brigade  was  ordered  to  gain  the  enemy's  rear  again, 
and  remain  until  he  could  definitely  report  whether  any  retrograde  move- 
ment was  being  made.  Before  Wharton  had  taken  his  position,  obser- 
vation excited  my  suspicions  in  regard  to  a  movement  having  been  made 
by  the  enemy  across  Stone's  River  immediately  in  Breckinridge's  front. 
Reconnaissances  by  several  staff  officers  soon  developed  the  fact  that  a 
division  had  quietly  crossed  unopposed  and  established  themselves  on 
and  under  cover  of  an  eminence,  marked  B  on  map  No.  2,*  from  which 

"To  appear  in  Atlas. 
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Lieutenant  General  Polk's  line  was  both  commanded  and  enfiladed. 
The  dislodgment  of  this  force  or  the  withdrawal  of  Polk's  line  was  an 
evident  necessity.  The  latter  involved  consequences  not  to  be  enter- 
tained. Orders  were  accordingly  given  for  the  concentration  of  the 
whole  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's  division  in  front  of  the  position 
to  be  taken,  the  addition  to  his  command  of  ten  12- pounder  Napoleon 
guns,  under  Capt.  F.  H.  Robertson,  an  able  and  accomplished  artillery 
officer,  and  for  the  cavalry  forces  of  Wharton  and  Pegram,  about  2,000 
men,  to  join  in  the  attack  on  his  right.  Major  General  Breckinridge 
was  sent  for  and  advised  of  the  movement  and  its  objects,  the  securing 
and  holding  of  the  position  which  protected  Polk's  flank  and  gave  us 
command  of  the  enemy's  by  which  to  enfilade  him.  He  was  informed 
of  the  forces  placed  at  his  disposal,  and  iostructed  with  them  to  drive 
the  enemy  back,  crown  the  hill,  intrench  his  artillery,  and  hold  the  posi- 
tion. To  distract  their  attention  from  our  real  object,  a  heavy  artillery 
fire  was  ordered  to  be  opened  from  Polk's  front  at  the  exact  hour  at 
which  the  movement  was  to  begin.  At  other  points  throughout  both 
lines  all  was  quiet.  General  Breckinridge  at  3.30  p.  m.  reported  he 
would  advance  at  4  o'clock.  Polk's  batteries  promj^tly  opened  fire  and 
were  soon  answered  by  the  enemy.  A  heavy  cannonade  of  some  fifteen 
minutes  was  succeeded  by  the  fire  of  musketry,  which  soon  became  gen 
eral.  The  contest  was  short  and  severe;  the  enemy  was  driven  back  and 
the  eminence  gained,  but  the  movement  as  a  whole  was  a  failnre,  and 
the  position  was  again  yielded.  Our  forces  were  moved,  unfortunately, 
so  far  to  the  left  as  to  throw  a  portion  of  them  into  and  over  Stone's 
River,  where  they  encountered  heavy  masses  of  the  enemy,  while  those 
against  whom  they  were  intended  to  operate  on  our  side  of  the  river  had  a 
destructive  enfilade  on  our  whole  line.  Our  second  line  was  so  close  to  the 
front  as  to  receive  the  enemy's  fire,  and,  returning  it,  took  their  friends 
in  rear.  The  cavalry  force  was  left  entirely  out  of  the  action.  Learning 
from  my  own  staff  of&cers,  sent  to  the  scene,  of  the  disorderly  retreat 
being  made  by  General  Breckinridge's  division.  Brigadier  General  Pat- 
ton  Anderson's  fine  brigade  of  Mississippians  (the  nearest  body  of  troops) 
was  pi-omptly  ordered  to  his  relief. 

On  reaching  the  field  and  moving  forward,  Anderson  found  himself  in 
front  of  Breckinridge's  infantry,  and  soon  encountered  the  enemy's  light 
troops  close  upon  our  artillery,  which  had  been  left  without  support. 
This  noble  brigade,  under  its  cool  and  gallant  chief,  drove  the  enemy  back 
and  saved  all  the  guns  not  captured  before  its  arrival.  Capt.  F.  H. 
Robertson,  after  the  disabling  wound  received  by  Major  [K.  E.]  Graves 
(General  Breckinridge's  gallant  and  efficient  chief  of  artillery),  took  the 
entire  charge  of  all  the  artillery  of  the  division  in  addition  to  his  own. 
To  his  gallantry,  energy,  and  fearlessness  is  due  the  smallness  of  our  loss 
sustained  before  the  arrival  of  support — only  three  guns.  His  report, 
herewith,  marked  4,  will  show  the  important  part  he  played  in  this 
attack  and  repulse.  Before  the  end  of  the  whole  movement  it  was  quite 
dark.  Anderson's  command  held  a  position  next  the  enemy,  corre- 
sponding nearly  with  our  original  line,  while  Breckinridge's  brigade 
commanders  collected  their  scattered  men  as  far  as  practicable  in  the 
darkness,  and  took  irregular  positions  on  Anderson's  left  and  rear.  At 
daylight  in  the  morning  they  were  moved  to  the  front  and  the  whole 
line  re-established  without  opposition.  During  the  night,  Major-General 
Cleburne's  division  was  re  transferred  to  its  original  position  on  the  right, 
and  Lieutenant  General  Hardee  directed  to  resume  his  command  there 
and  restore  our  line. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  3d,  our  forces  had  been  in  line  of  battle  for 
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five  days  and  nights,  with  but  little  rest,  having  no  reserves  5  their  bag- 
gage and  tents  had  been  loaded  and  the  wagons  were  4  miles  off ;  their 
provisions,  if  cooked  at  all,  were  most  imperfectly  prepared,  with  scanty 
means;  the  weather  had  been  severe  from  cold  and  almost  constant 
rain,  and  we  had  no  change  of  clothing,  and  in  many  places  could  not 
have  fires.  The  necessary  consequence  was  great  exhaustion  of  officers 
and  men,  many  Laving  to  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  in  the  rear,  and  more 
still  were  beginning  to  straggle  from  their  commands,  an  evil  from  which 
we  had  so  far  suffered  but  little.  During  the  whole  of  this  day  the  rain 
continued  to  fall  with  little  intermission,  and  the  rapid  rise  in  Stone's 
River  indicated  it  would  soon  be  unfordable.  Late  on  Friday  night  1 
had  re(5eived  the  captured  pai)ers  of  Major-General  [A.  McD.]  McCook, 
commanding  one  corps  d?arm6e  of  the  enemy,  showing  their  effective 
strength  to  have  been  very  near,  if  not  quite,  70,000  men.  Before  noon, 
reports  from  Brigadier-General  Wheeler  satisfied  me  the  enemy,  instead 
of  retiring,  was  receiving  re-enforcements.  Common  prudence  and  the 
safety  of  my  army,  upon  which  even  the  safety  of  our  cause  depended, 
left  no  doubt  on  my  mind  as  to  the  necessity  of  my  withdrawal  from 
so  unequal  a  contest.  My  orders  were  accordingly  given  about  noon 
for  the  movement  of  the  trains,  and  for  the  necessary  preparation  of 
the  troops. 

Under  the  efficient  management  of  the  different  staff  departments 
everything  had  been  secured  and  transferred  to  the  rear,  including  pris- 
oners, captured  artillery,  small -arms,  subsistence,  means  of  transporta- 
tion, and  nearly  all  our  wounded  able  to  bear  moving.  No  movement 
of  any  kind  was  made  by  the  troops  on  either  side  during  this  most  in- 
clement day  until  just  at  night,  when  a  sharp  skirmish  occurred  between 
Polk's  right  and  the  enemy's  left  flank,  resulting  in  nothing  decisive. 
The  only  question  with  me  was,  whether  the  movement  should  be  made 
at  once  or  delayed  for  twenty-four  hours,  to  save  a  few  more  of  our 
wounded.  As  it  was  probable  we  should  lose  by  exhaustion  as  many  as 
we  should  remove  of  the  wounded,  my  inclination  to  remain  was  yielded. 
The  whole  force,  except  the  cavalry,  was  put  in  motion  at  11  p.  m.,  and 
the  army  retired  in  perfect  order  to  its  present  position  behind  Duck 
River  without  receiving  or  giving  a  shot.  Our  cavalry  held  the  position 
before  Murfreesborough  until  Monday  morning,  the  5th,  when  it  quietly 
retired,  as  ordered,  to  cover  our  front. 

We  left  about  1,200  badly  wounded,  one-half  of  whom  we  learn  have 
since  died  from  the  severity  of  their  injuries  ;  about  300  sick,  too  feeble 
to  bear  transportation,  and  about  200  well  men  and  medical  officers  as 
their  attendants.  In  addition  to  this,  the  enemy  had  captured  about  800 
prisoners  from  us.  As  the  1,200  wounded  are  counted  once  under  that 
head  among  our  losses,  they  should  be  excluded  in  the  general  total. 

As  an  offset  to  this  loss  we  had  secured,  as  will  appear  from  the  report 
of  my  inspector-general,  hereVith,  marked  A,  considerably  over  6,000 
prisoners ;  had  captured  over  thirty  pieces  of  artillery,  6,000  stand  of 
small  arms,  a  number  of  wagons,  ambulances,  mules,  and  harness,  with 
a  large  amount  of  other  valuable  property,  all  of  which  was  secured  and 
appropriated  to  proper  uses.  Besides  all  this  secured,  we  had  destroyed 
not  less  than  800  wagons^  mostly  loaded  with  various  articles,  such  as 
arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  baggage,  clothing,  medicines,  and  hos- 
pital stores.  We  had  lost  three  pieces  of  artillery  only — all  in  Breck- 
inridge's repulse. 

A  number  of  stand  of  colors  (nine  of  which  are  forwarded  with  this 
report)  were  also  captured  on  the  field.  Others  known  to  have  been 
taken  have  not  been  sent  in.  The  list,  marked  B,  is  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 
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A  tabular  statement  of  our  forces,  marked  G,  is  herewith  submitted, 
showing  the  number  of  fighting  men  we  had  on  the  field  on  the  morn- 
ing of  December  31  to  have  been  less  than  35,000,  of  which  about  30,000 
were  infantry  and  artillery.  Our  losses  are  also  reported  in  this  same 
comprehensive  table,  so  as  to  show  how  much  each  corps,  division,  and 
brigade  sufl^ered,  and,  in  case  of  Breckinridge's  division,  the  losses  are 
reported  separately  for  Wednesday/  and  Friday.  These  reports  are 
minute  and  suggestive,  showing  the  severity  of  the  conflict,  as  well  as 
when,  where,  and  by  whom  it  was  sustained. 

Among  the  gallant  dead  the  nation  is  called  to  mourn,  none  could  have 
fallen  more  honored  or  regretted  than  Brig.  Gens.  James  E.  Rains  and 
R.  W.  Hanson.  They  yielded  their  lives  in  the  heroic  discharge  of  duty 
and  leave  their  honored  names  as  a  rich  legacy  to  their  descendants. 

Brig.  Gens.  James  R.  Chalmers  and  D.  W.  Adams  received  disabling 
wounds  on  Wednesday  j  I  am  happy  to  say  not  serious,  but  which  de- 
prived us  of  their  valuable  services.  Having  been  under  my  immedi- 
ate command  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  I  can  bear  evidence  to  their 
devotion,  and  to  the  conspicuous  gallantry  which  has  marked  their  serv- 
ices on  every  field. 

For  the  sacred  names  of  other  heroes  and  patriots  of  lower  grades  who 
gave  their  lives,  illustrating  the  character  of  the  Gonfederate  soldier  on 
this  bloody  field,  I  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  subordinate  commanders 
and  to  the  lists  which  will  be  submitted. 

Our  losses,  it  will  be  seen,  exceeded  10,000,  over  9,000  of  whom  were 
killed  and  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  we  have  no  means  of  knowing 
with  certainty.  One  corps,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Crit- 
tenden, which  was  least  exposed  in  the  engagement,  reports  over  5,000 
killed  and  wounded.  As  they  had  two  other  corps  and  a  separate  divis 
ion  (third  of  a  corps)  and  their  cavalry,  it  is  safely  estimated  at  3,000 
killed  and  16,000  wounded ;  adding  the  6,273  prisoners,  and  we  have  a 
total  of  25,273. 

Lieut.  Gens.  L.  Polk  and  W.  J.  Hardee,  commanding  corps  j  Maj.  Gens. 
J.  M.  Withers  and  P.  R.  Cleburne,  commanding  divisions,  are  specially 
commended  to  the  Government  for  the  valor,  skill,  and  ability  displayed 
by  them  throughout  the  engagement. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Patton  Anderson,  for  the  coolness,  judgment,  and  cour- 
age with  which  he  interposed  his  brigade  between  our  retreating  forces 
and  the  enemy,  largely  superior  to  him,  on  Friday  evening,  and  saved 
our  artillery,  is  justly  entitled  to  special  mention. 

Brig.  Gens.  Joseph  Wheeler  and  John  A.  Wharton,  commanding 
cavalry  brigades,  were  pre-eminently  distinguished  throughout  the  action, 
as  they  had  been  for  a  month  previous  in  many  successive  conflicts  with 
the  enemy.  Under  their  skillful  and  gallant  lead  the  reputation  of  our 
cavalry  has  been  justly  enhanced.  For  the  just  commendation  of  other 
oflScers,  many  of  whom  were  pre-eminently  distinguished,  I  must  refer 
to  the  reports  of  their  more  immediate  commanders. 

To  the  private  soldier  a  fair  meed  of  praise  is  due ;  and  though  it 
is  so  seldom  given  and  so  rarely  expected  that  it  may  be  considered  out 
of  place,  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  myself,  withhold  the  opinion  ever  en- 
tertained and  so  often  expressed  during  our  struggle  for  independence. 
In  the  absence  of  the  instruction  and  discipline  of  old  armies,  and  of 
the  confidence  which  long  association  produces  between  veterans,  we 
have  had  in  a  great  measure  to  trust  to  the  individuality  and  self-reli- 
ance of  the  private  soldier.  Without  the  incentive  or  the  motive  which 
controls  the  officer,  who  hopes  to  live  in  history ;  without  the  hope  of 
reward,  and  actuated  only  by  a  sense  of  duty  and  of  patriotism,  he  has, 
in  this  great  contest,  josjiy  judged  that  the  cause  was  his  own,  and  gone 
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into  it  with  a  determination  to  conquer  or  die ;  to  be  free  or  not  to  be 
at  all.  Ko  encomium  is  too  high,  no  honor  too  great  for  such  a  soldiery. 
However  much  of  credit  and  glory  may  be  given,  and  probably  justlj 
given,  the  leaders  in  our  struggle,  history  will  yet  award  the  main  honoj* 
where  it  is  due — to  the  private  soldier,  who,  without  hope  of  reward, 
and  with  no  other  incentive  than  a  consciousness  of  rectitude,  has  en 
countered  all  the  hardships  and  suffered  all  the  privations.  Well  hast 
it  been  said,  "  The  first  monument  our  Confederacy  rears,  when  oui 
independence  shall  have  been  won,  should  be  a  lofty  shaft,  pure  and. 
spotless,  bearing  this  inscription,  'To  the  unknown  and  unrecorded 
dead.'" 

The  members  of  my  staff,  arduously  engaged  in  their  several  duties^ 
before,  during,  and  since  the  prolonged  engagement,  are  deserving  a. 
mention  in  this  report.  Lieut.  Cols.  George  G.  Garner  and  G.  W.  Breni 
and  Capt.  P.  H.  Thomson,  adjutant  and  inspector  generaFs  department; 
First  Lieuts.  Towson  Ellis  and  F.  S.  Parker  [jr.],  regular  aides-de-camp; 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  K.  Beard,  inspector- general ;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  J.  Hays, 
Provisional  Army ;  Majs.  James  Strawbridge,  Louisiana  infantry,  and 
William  Clare,  late  Seventh  Alabama  Volunteers,  acting  assistant  in- 
spectors-general ;  Lieut.  Col.  L.  W.  O'Bannon,  chief  quartermaster ; 
Maj.  M.  B.  McMicken,  assistant  quartermaster ;  Maj.  J.  J.  Walker,  chief 
commissary ;  Majs.  F.  MoUoy  and  G.  M.  Hillyer,  assistants ;  Lieut.  Coi. 
H.  Oladowski,  chief  of  ordnance;  Capts.  W.  H.  Warren  and  O.  T.  Gibbes, 
and  Lieut.  W.  F.  Johnson,  assistants;  Capt.  S.  W.  Steele,  acting  chief 
engineer,  and  Lieuts.  H.  C.  Force,  A.  H.  Buchanan,  and  J.  K.  P.  McFall 
[assistants] ;  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Hallonquist,  acting  chief  of  artillery ;  First 
Lieut.  R.  H.  S.  Thompson,  assistant ;  Surg.  A.  J.Foard,  medical  director; 
Surg.  E.  A.  Flewellen,  assistant  medical  director;  Actg.  Surg.  T.  G. 
Richardson,  attendant  on  myself,  staff,  and  escort;  Cols.  David  Ur- 
quhart,  of  Louisiana,  J.  Stoddard  Johnston,  of  Kentucky,  and  G.  Saint 
Leger  Grenfell,  of  England  (the  two  former  volunteer  aides,  long  on 
my  staff),  served  me  most  efficiently.  Maj.  E.  W.  Baylor,  assistant  quar- 
termaster; Maj.  B.  C.  Kennedy,  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence, 
and  Lieut.  William  M.  Bridges,  aide-de-camp  to  the  late  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral [J.  K.]  Duncan,  reported  just  before  the  engagement  and  joined  my 
staff,  on  which  they  served  through  the  battle. 

Col.  M.  L.  Clark,  of  the  artillery  (Provisional  Army),  being  in  Mur- 
freesborough  on  temporary  service,  did  me  the  favor  to  join  and  serve 
on  my  staff  during  the  engagement. 

His  Excellency  Isham  G.  Harris,  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and  the  Hon. 
Andrew  Ewing,  member  of  military  court,  volunteered  their  services  and 
rendered  me  efficient  aid,  especially  with  the  Tennessee  troops,  largely 
in  the  ascendant  in  this  army.  It  is  but  due  to  a  zealous  and  efficient 
laborer  in  our  cause  that  I  here  bear  testimony  to  the  cordial  support 
given  me  at  all  times  since  meeting  him  a  year  ago  in  West  Tennessee 
by  His  Excellency  Governor  Harris.  From  the  field  of  Shiloh,  where  he 
received  in  his  arms  the  dying  form  of  the  lamented  Johnston,  to  the 
last  struggle  at  Murfreesborough,  he  has  been  one  of  us,  and  has  shared 
all  our  privations  and  dangers,  while  giving  us  his  personal  and  political 
influence  with  all  the  power  he  possessed  at  the  head  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment. 

To  the  medical  department  of  the  army,  under  the  able  adminis Mic- 
tion of  Surgeon  Foard,  great  credit  is  due  for  the  success  which  attended 
their  labors.  Sharing  none  of  the  excitement  and  glory  of  the  field, 
these  officers  in  their  labor  of  love  devote  themselves  silently  and  assid- 
uously to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  their  brother  soldiers  at  hours  when 
others  are  seeking  rest  and  repose. 
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The  reports  of  subordinate  commanders  not  yet  received  have  been 
specially  called  for  and  are  soon  expected,  when  they  will  be  promptly 
forwarded. 

During  the  time  the  operations  at  Murfreesborough  were  being  cou- 
ducted,  important  expeditions,  under  Brigadier- Generals  Forrest  and 
Morgan,  were  absent  in  West  Tennessee  and  Northern  Kentucky.  The 
reports  already  forwarded  show  the  complete  success  which  attended 
these  gallant  brigadiers,  and  commend  them  to  the  confidence  of  the 
Government  and  gratitude  of  the  country. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  Commanding. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  [and  Inspector]  General,  Richmond,  Va. 

[Indorsement.] 

March  9,  1863. 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  : 

Let  this  be  copied  at  once  for  Congress,  leaving  out  the  clause  of 
compliment  to  General  Rosecrans. 

J.  A.  SEDDOK, 

Secretary, 

[Inclosore.] 

Memoranda  for  general  arid  staff  officers,  December  28,  1862. 

1st.  The  line  of  battle  will  be  in  front  of  Murfreesborough;  half  of  the 
army,  left  wing,  in  front  of  Stone's  River ;  right  wing  in  rear  of  river. 

2d.  Polk's  corps  will  form  left  wing;  Hardee's  corps,  right  wing. 

3d.  Withers'  division  will  form  first  line  in  Polk's  corps ;  Cheatham's, 
the  second  line.  Breckinridge's  division  forms  first  line  Hardee's  corps; 
Cleburne's  division,  second  line  Hardee's  corps. 

4th.  McCown's  division  to  form  reserve,  opposite  center,  on  high  ground, 
in  rear  of  Cheatham's  present  quarters. 

5th.  Jackson's  brigade  reserve,  to  the  right  flank,  to  report  to  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Hardee. 

6th.  Two  lines  to  be  formed  from  800  to  1,000  yards  apart,  according 
to  ground. 

7th.  Chiefs  of  artillery  to  pay  special  attention  to  posting  of  batteries, 
and  supervise  their  work,  seeing  they  do  not  causelessly  waste  their 
ammunition. 

8th.  Cavalry  to  fall  back  gradually  before  enemy,  reporting  by  cou- 
riers every  hour.  When  near  our  lines,  Wheeler  will  move  to  the  right 
and  Wharton  to  the  left,  to  cover  and  protect  our  flanks  and  re'port 
movements  of  enemy ;  Pegram  to  fall  to  the  rear,  and  report  to  com- 
manding general  as  a  reserve. 

9th.  To-night,  if  the  enemy  has  gained  his  positiou  in  our  front  ready 
for  action,  Wheeler  and  Wharton,  with  their  whole  commands,  will  make 
a  night  march  to  the  right  and  left,  turn  the  enemy's  flank,  gain  his  rear, 
and  vigorously  assail  his  trains  and  rear  guard,  blocking  the  roads  and 
impeding  his  movements  every  way,  holding  themselves  ready  to  assail 
his  retreating  forces. 

10th.  All  quartermasters,  commissaries,  and  ordnance  officers  will  re 
main  at  their  proper  posts,  discharging  their  appropriate  duties.  Sup- 
plies and  baggage  should  be  ready,  packed  for  a  move  forward  or  back- 
ward as  the  results  of  the  day  may  require,  and  the  trains  should  be  in 
position,  out  of  danger,  teamsters  all  present,  and  quartermasters  in 
charge. 
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11th.  Should  we  be  compelled  to  retire,  Polk's  corps  will  move  on 
Shelbyvllle  and  Hardee's  on  Manchester  pike ;  trains  in  front ;  cavalry 

in  rear. 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General^  ^Commanding. 
Lieutenant  General  Polk, 

Commanding  PoWs  Corps. 

[Inolosnre  A.] 

Tabular  statement  shotcing  the  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  the  Army 
of  Tennessee^  under  General  Braxton  Bragg,  while  at  Murfreesborough, 
Tenn.* 

At  Murfieesborough,  during  battle  before  that  place 6, 273 

At  Hartsville,  December  6, 1862 1,762 

By  Morgan's  expedition  into  Kentucky,  between  December  24,  1862,  and  Jan- 
uary?, 1863 1,873 

By  Forrest's  expedition  into  West  Tennessee,  December  20,  1862 1, 530 

Total 11,438 

W.  K.  BEAED, 

Inspector- General, 

[Inclosnre  B.] 

List  and  description  of  flags  talcen  by  General  Braggls  army  at  Murfrees- 

borough. 

Ko.  1. — Bunting  Stars  and  Stripes;  regiment  not  known ;  date  not 
known ;  name  of  captor  not  reported. 

No.  2.— Large  silk  Stars  and  Stripes;  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  [Indiana] ; 
date  not  known ;  name  of  captor  not  reported. 

1^0.  3. — Bunting  Stars  and  Stripes;  regiment  not  known;  date  not 
known ;  name  of  captor  not  reported. 

No.  4. — Guidon  (artillery) ;  regiment  not  known ;  date  not  known ; 
name  of  captor  not  reported. 

No.  5. — Bunting  Stars  and  Stripes ;  regiment  not  known ;  date  not 
known ;  name  of  captor  not  reported. 

No.  6. — Silk  Stars  and  Stripes;  regiment  not  known;  December  31, 
1862 ;  captured  by  Private  J.  K.  Leslie,  Company  0,  Fifth  Arkansas, 
Liddell's  brigade. 

No.  7. — Eegimental  standard  (regulars) ;  regiment  not  known  ;  De- 
cember 31,  1862 ;  captured  by  Sergt.  John  F.  Lovin,  Company  B,  Third 
Confederate,  Wood^s  brigade. 

No.  8. — Silk  Stars  and  Stripes  (faded) ;  Thirty-fourth  Illinois ;  Decem- 
ber 31, 1862 ;  captured  by  Colonel  Locke's  Tenth  Texas,  Ector's  brigade, 
McCown's  division. 

No.  9. — Fragment  of  silk  Stars  and  Stripes;  regiment  not  known; 
date  not  known ;  name  of  captor  not  reported. 

No.  10. — Battle-flag  of  a  regiment  of  General  Polk's  corps,  which  was 
left  on  the  held  covered  with  its  slain  bearers,  and  recovered  by  General 
Adams'  brigade,  of  Breckinridge's  division,  during  his  severe  engage- 
ment December  31,  1862. 

These  comprise  but  a  small  portion  of  the  number  of  flags  actually 
taken.  Nothing  is  more  difiQcult  than  to  make  officers  send  up  these 
trophies,  which  the  men  seem  to  regard  as  their  own,  and  are  disposed 
of  accordingly.  General  Cleburne  deserves  mention  for  collecting  and 
forwarding  his. 

A.  J.  HAYS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General,  Dept  No.  2. 

»  But  see  Series  I  Vol.  XVI,  Part  I,  p.  1097. 
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[loclosore  C] 

Tabular  statement  showing  the  number  present  for  duty  on  the  morning  of  December  SI,  1862; 
the  number  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  and  the  percentage  of  loss  in  the  battle  of  Mur- 
free§borough. 


Present  for  duty. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

6 

be 
be 
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i 
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9 
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POLK'S  CORPS. 

Oheatham't  Division. 

Douelsou  8  brigade 

10 
8 
3 

7 

98 
55 
19 

98 

42 
23 
12 

48 

533 
311 
151 
516 

1 

3 
4 

16 
2 
8 

35 

Stewart's  brigade     

Manny's  |»rigf<f|« 

Smith's  brigade 

Total 

454 

5,090 

5,544 

28 

270 

125 

1,511 

61 

1,999 

591 

548 
763 
517 

se 

Withers'  Division. 
Deas'  brigade 

' 

6 

8 

12 

3 

47 

59 

118 

70 

31 
32 
42 
34 

502 
413 
578 
394 

.... 

5 
35 
13 
16 

Chalmers  brigade 

Walthall's  brigade  

Anderson's  brigade 

Total    

617 

7,957 

8,574 

29 

294 

139 

1,887 

I 
5 

69 
130 

2.419 

9!A1 

Total  Polk's  corps 

1,071 

13, 047 

14,118 

57 

564 

264 

3,398 

4,418 

3H 

hardeb's  corps. 

Breckinridge's  Division. 

Pillow's  brigade 

6 
4 

8 
10 

43 

54 

104 

37 

32 

28 
24 
32 

292 
356 
421 
241 

2 
4 

1 
3 

50 

93 

145 

78 

425 
539 
703 
401 

Preston's  brigade 

Adams'  bi  igade 

Hanson's  brigade 

■  1 

Total  ... 

513 

6,640 

7,053 

28 

238 

116 

1,  31C 

10 

306 

2,068 

29i 

OUbume's  Division. 
StaflF 

2 

20 
46 
32 
42 

319 

442 

5 

q 

"108 
48 
18 
19 

2 

504 
606 
607 
347 

Wood's  brigade | 

7 
5 
6 

4 

45 
56 
80 
26 

Johnson's  brigade .   .  . .  ] 

Liddoll  's  brigade 

Polk's  brigade 

...... 

""..'.. 



471  1.-.. 

256 

1 

.... 

1 

Total  i 

840       6, 176 
1,353  j  12,716 

7,016 
14,  069 

22 

207 

142 

1,488 
2,798 

14 

193 

2.066 

29| 

Total  Hardee's  corps i 

50 

445 

258 

lof 

11 

24 

559 

4,134 

29| 

McCowns  division 

Jackson's  brigade 

319       4,095 
89  I         785 

4,414 

874 

8 

1 

86 

40 

661 

251 

9 

97 

962 
30!! 

ill 

Total  infantry  and  artillery 

2,832     30,643 

33,  475 

116 

1,135 

634 

7,108 

38 

786 

9,817 

29i 

CAVALRY.                          1 

Wheeler's  brigade 

Wharton's  brigade 

Pegram's  brigade  (no  return) 
Buford's  brigade 

124 

158 

30 

52 

1,045 

1,792 

450 

586 

1,169 

1,950 

480 

638 

6 
2 

17 
18 

12 
11 

49 
120 

3 

4 

81 

109 

167 
264 

m 

1 

2 

9 

1 

5 

18 

449 

10,  266 

n 

Total  cavalry .    

364 

3,873 

4,237  1 

7 

36 

25 

178 
77286* 

8 
46 

195 

981 

ni 

Grand  total 

3,1)6 

34,  516 

37,712 

123 

1,171 

659 

m 

In  estimating  the  percentage  of  loss,  the  ag/rregate,  480,  reported  by  General  Pegram,  from  whom  nc 
report  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  received,  is  to  be  deducted  from  4,237,  aggregate  of  cavalry, 
and  from  37,712,  grand  aggregate. 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT. 

TULLAHOMA  February  2,  WSi.  « 
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[InolosiiTe  C — Continned.] 

Tabular  statement  of  the  number  jweaent  for  duty  on  December  31, 1862 ;  the  number  of  Mlledy 
wounded,  and  missing,  and  the  percentage  of  loss  in  the  brigades  of  Breckinridge's  division 
at  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough, 


Breckinridge's  division. 


December  31, 1862 : 
Pillow's  brigade  . . . 
Preston's  brigade. . 
Adams'  brigade — 
Hanson's  brigade*. 


Total 


January  2,  1863: 

Pillow's  brigade  - . 
Preston's  brigade. 
Adams'  brigade . . . 
Hanson's  brigade. 


Total 


Present  for  duty. 


•2 

■S  2 
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143 
100 
141 
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513 


i 

a 
s 
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1,446 
1,808 
1,534 
1,752 


6,540 


6.540 


08 

i 
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1,575 
1,951 
1,634 
1,893 


7,053 


7,053 


Commissioned 
officers. 
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5 

2 

1 

10 
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rd 
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1 
11 

18 


30 


31 

17 

6 

32 


bO 
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Enlisted  men. 


1 

14 
75 


90 


42 
40 
29 
37 
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-d 
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19 
129 
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273 

227 

95 

241 


836 


1 
7 
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49 

86 
27 
78 


o 
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690 
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353 
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bo 
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23 
163 
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402 
376 
159 
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1,338 
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1| 
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RBOAPITULATION. 

Total  force  engaged  in  the  several  battles  7, 063 

Total  loss 2,068 

Percentage  of  loss 29} 


Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Winchester,  [Tenn,],  January  8,  1863. 

Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee!  Your  gallaiit  deeds  have 
won  the  admiration  of  your  general,  your  Government,  and  your  country. 
For  myself,  I  thank  you,  and  am  proud  of  you ;  for  them,  I  tender  you 
the  gratitude  and  praise  you  have  so  nobly  won. 

In  a  campaign  of  less  than  one  month,  in  the  face  of  winter,  your 
achievements  have  been  unparalleled.  You  have  captured  more  than 
10,000  prisoners,  taken  and  preserved  ♦^O  pieces  of  artillery  and  7,000 
small-arms,  in  addition  to  many  thousands  destroyed.  You  have,  besides, 
captured  800  wagons,  loaded  chiefly  with  supplies,  which  have  been 
destroyed  or  brought  safely  to  your  lines ;  and  in  pitched  battles  you 
have  driven  the  enemy  before  you,  inflicting  a  loss  at  least  three  to  one 
greater  than  you  have  sustained. 

In  retiring  to  a  stronger  position,  without  molestation  from  a  superior 
force,  you  have  left  him  a  barren  field  in  which  to  bury  his  hosts  of 
slain,  and  to  rally  and  recuperate  his  shattered  ranks.  Out  off  from  his 
Government,  both  by  rail  and  telegraph,  and  deprived  of  supplies  by 
the  interruption  of  his  communications,  we  shall  yet  teach  him  a  severe 
lesson  for  the  rashness  of  penetrating  a  country  so  hostile  to  his  cause. 
Whilst  the  intantry  and  artillery  defy  him  in  front,  our  invincible  cav- 
alry will  assail  him  in  flank  and  rear,  until  we  goad  him  to  another 
1  advance,  only  to  meet  another  signal  defeat. 


•  Hanson's  brigade  not  in  action,  December  31, 1862. 
percentage  is  14|  on  December  31. 


Deducting  its  strength,  1,693, 
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Your  general  deplores,  in  common  with  you,  the  loss  of  your  gallant 
comrades,  who  have  fallen  in  our  recent  conflicts.  Let  their  memories  be 
enshrined  in  your  hearts,  as  they  will  ever  be  tenderly  cherished  by 
their  countrymen.  Let  it  be  yours  to  avenge  their  fate,  and  proudly  to 
emulate  their  deeds.  Eemember  that  your  face  is  to  the  foe,  and  that 
on  you  rests  the  defense  of  all  that  is  dear  to  freemen.  Soldiers,  the 
proudest  reflection  of  your  generaPs  life  is  to  be  known  as  the  com- 
mander  of  an  army  so  brave  and  invincible  as  you  have  proven.  He 
asks  no  higher  boon  than  to  lead  such  men  to  victory.  To  share  their 
trials,  and  to  stand  or  fall  with  them,  will  be  the  crown  of  his  ambition. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  Commanding. 


No.  191. 
Return  of  casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces, 

[Compiled  from  nominal  lists.] 


1 
Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

1 
1 

Oomnumd. 
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1 
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i 
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Id 
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1 

OfiBoers  kiUed. 

POLK'S  COEPS. 

CHIATHAM'8  DIVIBION. 

DoneUon't  Brigade. 
8th  Tennessee 

4 

1 
1 
1 

37 

35 

11 

10 

2 

41 

36 

12 

11 

2 

17 

8 
5 

248 
147 

265 

155 

306 

207 

Col.  William  L.  Moore, 

Ifith  Tennessee    

1 

15 

16 

Capt.  WiUiam  Sadler, 
and  Lieuts.  Thomas  0. 
Blacknall,  A.  G.  Ben- 
ton,   and    N.    Martin 
Kerby. 

r.nj^t  r>    r,    Snnrlop.k. 

38tli  Tennessee 

73 

72 

85  Capt.  B.  H.  Holland. 

86  Cant   T    C.  Cftmnhftll. 

5l8t  Tennessee 

7         65 
5 

3 

3 

Games'  battery  

5    -.. 

7 

^ 

Total    

7 

1 
2 

3 

1 
1 

95 

7 
14 

6 

13 
2 

102 

8 
16 

9 

14 
3 

37 

6 
6 

5 

7 

533 

570  1     1 

18 

19 

691 

Stewart's  Brigade. 

4th  and  5th  Tennessee. 
I9th  Tennessee  

62 
105 

39 

64 

7 

68 
111 

44 

71 

7 

.... 

76 

127 

53 

87 
10 

Lieut  J.  P.  Ferguson. 

Capt.  S.J.  A.  Frazierand 
Lieut. S.  G.Abernathy. 

Capt.  Jesse  Irwin  and 
Lieuts.  J.  B.  Arnold 
and  J.  S.  Hardison. 

Lieut.  W.  P.  Hutcherson. 

Lieut.  A.  A.  Hardin. 

24th  Tennessee      

31  st  and  33d  Tennessee  . . 
Stanford's  battery 

.... 

2 

2 

Total 

8 

42 

50 

24 

277 

301 

2 

2 

353 

Maney's  Brigade. 
1st  Tennessee    

8 
5 
5 

1 
1 

8 
5 

5 

1 
1 

1 
5 
5 

74 
44 
27 

75 
49 
.^2 

83 

54 

42 

5 

6 

4th  Tennessee 

6th  and  9th  Tennessee  . . . 

.... 

.*> 

5 

Maney's  Sharpshooters . . 
Smith's  battery 

.... 

4  ;       4 
4          4 

... 

1 

1 

Total 

20 

20 

11 

153 

164  1 

6 

6 

190 

SmitK$  Brigade. 
12th  Tennessee 

1 

1 

17 

12 
27 

18 

13 
27 

12 

6 

8 

125 

82 
74 

137 

88 
82 

1 

9 
8 

9 
9 

164 

110 
109 

Lieuts.  J.  S.  Fielder  and 

13th  Tennessee 

J.  H.  Patterson. 
M^.  Peter  H.  Cole. 

29th  Tenneaiiee 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Mlsaing. 

i 

bo 

Command. 

i 

a 

1^ 

•a 
■♦J 

o 
H 

00 

i 

a 

1 

1 

i 
1 

"3 

Officers  Mllod. 

Smith'i  Brigade— Cont'd. 
47th  Tennessee 

1 
1 

2 
1 

10 
13 
16 

2 
1 

11 
14 
18 

3 
1 

7 
6 

8 

1 

56 
78 
94 

5 

63 

84 
102 

6 

1 
.... 

11 

3 
1 

3 

12 
3 
2 

3 

86 
101 
122 

12 

1 

Capt.  James  H.  Sinclair. 
Lieut.  C.  S.  Hall. 
Lieuts.  R.  F.  Luckett  and 

154th  Senior  Tennessee  . . 
9th  Texas 

AUin's  Sharpshooters  . .'. . 
Stfott's  battery 

E.  B.  Parham. 
Lieut.  A.  M.  Bunch.  Lt. 
J.  B.  J.  Creighton  died 
of  wounds. 

Total 

7 

98 

105 

48 

514 

562 
1,597 

3 
4 

35 
61 

38 
65 

705 

Grand  total  Cheat- 
ham's division. 

22 

265 

277 

120 

1,477 

1,939 

wtthbrb'  division. 

Deas'  Brigade. 

19th  Alabama 

1 
2 

3 

7 
9 

13 

4 
3 
6 

3 

8 
11 

16 

4 

3 

8 

3 

13 
6 

10 

6 
9 

7 

1 

130 

77 

79 

70 
83 
64 

14 

19 

143 

83 

89 

7« 
92 

71 

15 
19 

3 

3 

154 
94 

109 

80 

95 

102 

18 

20 

Capt.  Robei-t  J.  Healey, 
Lieuts.  J.  N.  Smith  and 

22d  Alabama 

25th  Alabama 

.... 

4 

4 

J.  H.Wall. 
Lieuts.  W.  C.  Gibson,  A. 

26th  Alabama 

A,  Patterson,  and  H. 

B.  Scofield. 

39th  Alabama 

Ist  Louisiana  Regulars. . 
17th  Battalion  Alabama 

2 



23 

23 

Lieuts.  B.  C.  Cenas  and 
Bringier  Trist. 

Sharpshooters. 
Kobertson's  battery 



1 

1 

Total 

8 

45 

53 

52 

536 

588 

.... 

31 

31 

672 

Ohalmer$*  Brigade. 
StafF 

1 
9 

5 

8 

8 
1 

2 

""'88 

66 
62 

115 

30 
22 
18 

1 
97 

71 

70 

123 

31 
22 
20 

1 

"4 

5 
6 

8 
16 

"i 

5 
6 

8 
17 

1 
113 

84 
84 

156 

52 
29 
23 

• 

7th  Mississippi. 

9th  Mississippi 

3 

9 

8 
6 

22 

4 
7 
3 

12 

8 
8 

25 

4 
7 
8 

Capt.  R.  D.   McDowell 
and  Lts.  H.  J.  M.  Har- 
rigill  and  G.W.  Jones. 

10th  Mississippi 

2 
3 

Lieuts.  J.  F.  Moseley  and 

D.  W.  Owen. 
Lieuts.  F.  M.  Betts,  W. 

G.  Kennedy,  and  P.  H. 

McMahon. 

♦Ist  Mississippi 

Blythe's  (Mississippi) 

regiment. 
9th :  mssissippi  Battalion 

Sharpshooters. 
Garrity's  battery 

Total 

8 

59 

67 

34 

401 

435 

1 

39 

40 

542 

WalthaWt  Brigade. 
45th  Alabama 

13 
8 
9 

80 
57 

1 

13 

8 

11 

34 
63 

2 

5 
5 
5 

14 
10 

3 

66 

103 

66 

188 
136 

33 

4 

71 

108 

71 

202 
146 

36 

4 

7 

7 

91 

116 

83 

236 
209 

44 
4 

24th  Mississippi 

27th  Mississippi 

2 

4 

6 
1 

.... 

1 

I 

Lieut.  Col.  James  L.  Av 

29th  Mississippi 

try  and  Lieut.  M.  ft. 
Edwards. 

Capt.  E.  J.  Harper  and 
Lieuts.  "W.  G.  Barks- 
dale,  W.  A.  McDanlel, 
and  B.  S.  Spencer. 

Lieuts.  T.  "W.  Boone,  G. 

80th  Mississippi 

t9th  North  Carolina 

Banet's  battery 

6 

6 

W.  Hope,  W.  J.  Mc 
Guire,  J.  C.  Mclntyre, 
D.  R.  PattonandB.  B 
Ridus. 
Lieut.  John  W.  Rhea. 

Telal 

18 

U8 

181 

42 

696 

688 

.... 

14 

14 

783 
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Command. 


Anderton's  Brigade. 


24th  Alabama 

28th  Alabama 

34th  Alabama 

10th  South  Carolina. 
19th  Sonth  Carolina. 


Waters'  battery. 
Total 


Grand  total  With- 
ers' division. 

Grand  total  Polk's 
corps. 

HARDEE'S  CORPS. 

BRECKINRIDGE'S  DIVISION. 

Adams'  Brigade,  Decem- 
ber 31. 

32d    Alabama 

13th  and  20th  Louisiana. . 

16th  and  25th  Louisiana. . 


Austin's  Sharpshooters 
Slocomb's  battery 


Total  December  31 . . 

Adams'   Brigade,    Janu- 
ary 2. 

32d    Alabama 

13th  and  20th  Louisiana. . 
16th  and  25th  Louisiana.. 
Austin's  Sharpshooters  . . 
Slocomb's  battery 


KiUed. 


^ 


32   292 


64   547 


Total  January  2 . . . 

Total  December  31 
and  January  2. 

PiUow'g  Brigade,  Decem- 
ber ^\. 


20 
17 
11 
16 
8 


1 

73 

324 


601 


Wounded. 


34 


162 


282 


19     21       4 


a 

a 


92 

77 
71 
85 
64 


394 


1,927 


3,404 


o 


95 

88 
77 
91 
72 


428 


2,089 


3,686 


75 


30 


18th  Tennessee. 
26th  Tennessee. 
28th  Tennessee. 
45th  Tennessee 
Moses'  battery. 


Total  December  31 . 


Pillow's   Brigade,  Janu- 
ary 2. 

18th  Tennessee 


26th  Tennessee. 
28th  Tennessee. 


105 


82 


1 


31 
113 


10 
3 


18 


80 

79 

156 


326 


24 


2 

74 
16 


94 


420 


13 
3 


20 


91 

71 
49 


84 

89 

159 


344 


2 
79 
17 


MiMiflg. 


N 


16 


100 


161 


100 


444 


13 
3 


20 


107 

78 
56 


118 


23     24 


16 


101 


166 


118 


I 


118 
116 

88 

109 

80 


517 


2.514 


4.453 


126 
187 

213 


15 
3 


27 


145 


28 


146 


544 


2 

129 

25 


Officers  killed. 


3 


159 


703 


13 
6 


23 


132 

105 
76 


Capt.  William  D.  Smith. 
Not  ascertained. 


Maj.  John  A.  Crowder 
and  Lieut.  J.  T.  Norris 
died  of  wounds. 


Lients.  J.  J.  Keith  and 

Hiram  Slay. 
Lleuts.  D.  C.  Levy  and  R. 

O.  Smith. 
Colonel  i^  isk  and  Lieuts. 

Henry  Gregory  and  A . 

Ranlett. 


Lient.  Charles  Hepbnn 


Capt.  John  Dic^  »nd 
Lieut.  Sam'l  M.  Smith. 

Capt.  Edwin  Allen. 

Cofonel  Cunningham  and 
Lients.  J.  L.  Proffitt 
and  J.  M.  Saylors. 
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Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 

1 
1 

fao 

Command. 

g 

a 

'3 

"3 
t 

§ 

o 

i 
1 

"3 

i 

o 
H 

00 

1 

i 

1 

1 

OfBoers  klU«d. 

Pillow's   Brigade,  Janu- 
ary 2 — Continued. 

45th  Tennessee          . . 

12 

12 

2 

77 
4 

79 
4 

1 

16 

17 

108 
4 

Moses'  battoi'v          

Total  January  2 

6 
6 

43 
45 

49 
51 

32 
32 

292 

324 

1 

1 

50 
51 

51 
~S2 

425 

Total  December  31 
and  January  2. 

312 

344 

448 

Preston's  Brigade,  Decem- 
ber Si. 

Ist  and  3d  Florida 

2 
6 
1 

2 

6 

1 
8 

2 

1 
2 
5 

13 
49 
27 
40 

15 
50 
29 
45 

1 

1 
1 

4 

2 
1 
4 

19 
57 
34 
53 

4tli  Florida 

60th  Norih  Carolina 

20th  Tennessee 

? 

6 

Capt  J.  W.  Watkins  and 
Lieut  F.  B.  Cros- 
thwait. 

Wright's  battery 

2  1  15 

Total  December  31 . . 

17 

5 
28 
2 
2 
4 

10 

129 

139 

1 

6 

7 

163 

Preston's  Brigade,  Janu- 
ary 2. 

Ist  and  3d  Florida 

5 
28 
2 
2 
3 

4 
6 

9 
1 

69 
73 
29 
47 

7 

73 
79 
29 
56 
8 

— 

41 
30 
10 

7 

41 

30 

10 

7 

2 

119 

137 

41 

65 

14 

4th  Florida 

60th  North  Carolina 

20th  Tennessee 

Wt  ight's  battery 

1 

2 

Capt.  E.  E,  Wright 

Total  January  2 

1 
3 

2 

40 
55 

14 

13 
6 

1 

41 
58 

20 
~30" 

225 

245 

....    90 

90 
97 

376 

Total  December  31 
and  January  2. 

354 

384 

1 

96 

539 

Ha/iison's  Brigade. 

4l8t  Alabama 

2d    Kentucky 

16 

13 
12 

2 

4 

9 
6 

8 

90 

61 
43 

21 

94 

70 
49 

29 

.... 

38 

21 
8 

14 

38 

21 

8 

14 

148 

104 
69 

45 

Lieuts.  J.  T.  Hardaway 
and  N.  B.  Lenderman. 

4th  Kentucky 

6 

1 

Maj.  Willis  S.  Roberts 
Capt.  William  P.  Bram- 
blett,  and  Lieuts.  Geo. 
B.  Burnley,  Nathaniel 
D.  Clayton,  Robert 
Dunn,  and  Green  F. 
Higginson. 

Capt.  G.  Utterbaok. 

6th  Kentucky 

9th  Kentucky  * 

Cobb's  battery  .   .         -   -- 

3 

3 

.-..|        3 

3 

6 

Total  

9 

26 

37 

242 

46 

27  I     218 

245 



81 

81 

372 

Grand  total  Breck- 
inridge's division. 

268 

113   1,304 

1,417 

3 

373 

376 

2,061 

ci^burne'8  division. 
Staff 

2 

2 

2 

Wood's  Brigade. 
StaflF 

1 

1 
142 

1 

166 

16th  Alabama 

5 

19 

24 

8       134 

Lieuts.  David  E.  Bentley, 
R.  W.  Garland,  LoMis 
B.  Jackson,  Robert  W. 
Roebuck,  and  Beivja- 
min  H.  Russell. 

•  Note  on  original  return. — "  The  Ninth  Kentucky,  Col.  Thomas  H.  Hunt,  being 
detached  at  Manchester,  Tenn.,  no  report  has  been  received." 


680  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.    AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXIL 

Betum  of  casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces — Continued. 


KIIImI. 

Woanded. 

Missing. 

1 

be 

COBUBBIld. 

i 
1 

■a 

i 

O 

1 

1 
1 

1 

O 

i 
1 

a 

1 

Offloera  killed. 

Wood's  Brigmde-ConVd. 
33d  Alabama 

14 
5 
4 
2 

1 

14 
5 
5 
3 

1 

3 
3 

4 

1 

83 
24 
35 
25 

18 

86 
27 
39 

25 

19 

"e 

1 
37 

64 
5 

1 
37 
70 

5 

101 
69 

114 
33 

20 

3d.  Confederate 

45tli  Mississippi 

15th  Battalion  Mississip- 
pi Sharpshooters. 
Semple's  battery 

1 
1 

Capt.  J.  D.  Frarier. 
Capt.  D.  Coleman. 

Total 

7 

45 

52 

20 

319 

339 

6 

107 

113 

504 

Johnson's  Brigade. 
Staff 

2 
10 

2 
11 

6 
15 

"i54 

38 

78 

45 

121 

6 

2 

164 

40 

89 

51 

136 

6 

2 

207 
51 

120 
68 

152 
6 

17th  Tennessee 

1 
.... 

1 
1 

16 
3 
15 
10 
13 

17 
3 
16 
11 
14 

6 
2 

"i 

20 
8 

13 
6 

1 

26 
8 

15 
6 
2 

Capt.  F.  M.  Orr. 

Lieut.  Simpson  Isom. 
Mai.  J.  T.  McReynolds. 
Lieut.  J.  J.  Hill. 

23d   Tennessee 

25th  Tennessee 

37th  Tennessee 

14th  Tennessee 

Darden's  battery 

Total 

4 

57 

61 

46 

442 

488 

9 

48 

57 

606 

Liddeirs  Brigade. 
Staff            

1 

1 

9 

12 

10 

2 

93 

126 

128 

114 
7 

3 

94 
135 
140 

124 
7 

3 

118 
148 
177 

153 

8 

2d   Arkansas 

15 
11 
26 

25 

1 

15 
12 
20 

20 

1 

... 

9 
1 
8 

9 

1 
8 

6th  Arkansas 

1 
3 

4 

Lieut.  A.  J.  Jones. 

6th  and  7th  Arkansas 

8th  Arkansas.  - 

Capt.  J.  T.  Armstrong 
and  Lieuts.  J.  L.  Mo- 
Collum  and  Henry 
Fisher. 

Lieuts.  T.  H.  Beard,  S.  B. 

Swett's  battery 

Cole,  Calvin  East,  and 
H.J.McCurdy. 

Total 

8 

78 

86 

33 

470 

503 

.... 

18 

18 

607 

Polk's  Brigade. 
1st  Arkansas 

11 

4 
7 
2 

1 
3 

11 

4 
7 

4 

1 
3 

9 

9 
6 

1 

81 
47 
55 
53 

23 
2 

90 
59 
64 
59 

24 
2 

.... 

1 

5 

12 

1 

5 

12 

102 
68 
83 
63 

25 
6 

13th  and  15th  Arkansas  . . 
5th  Oonfederate 

.... 

2d   Tennessee 

2 

Capt  C.  P.  Moore  aad 
Lieut.  J.  L.  Oifford. 

5th  Tennessee 

.... 

1 

1 

Total 

2 
21 

28 
208 

30 
229 

37 
138 

261 

298 



19 

19 

347 

Grand    total    Cle- 
bnme's  division. 

1,492 

1,630 

15 

192 

207 

2,066 

Grand    total   Har- 
dee's corps. 

47 

450 

497 

251 

1,796 

3,047 

18 

565 

583 

4,127 

McCOWN'S  DIVISION. 

Eetor's  Brigmds. 
Staff 

2 
12 

10 

2 

81 

79 

4 
93 

89 

4 
118 

115 

loth  Texas  Cavalry*   

10 
% 

10 
8 

1 
3 

14 

in 

15 
1» 

Lieuts.  M.  V=  Clary,  L. 
G.  Hefner,  and  J.IL 
Hopson  mortally 
wounded. 

Col.  .Tobn  C  Bark*  mov- 

11th  Texas  Cavalry  * 

11 

taUy  wonaded. 

*  Dismounted. 
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Command. 


Ector's  Brigade— Cont' d. 


14th  Texas  Cavalry  " 
15th  Texas  Cavalry  * 
Douglas'  battery 


Total 


Bain»'  Brigade. 
3d   6«OTgia  Battalion. 


9th  Georgia  Battalion.. 

29th  North  Carolina 

11th  Tennessee 

Eufaula  (Ala.)  Artillery. 


Total 


MeNair^g  Brigade. 


Ist  Arkansas  Rifles 

2d   Arkan  sas  Rifles 

4th  Arkansas 

4th  Arkansas  Battalion 
30th  Arkansas 


Humphreys'  battery 

Total 

Escort  company 


Grand     total    Mc- 
Cown's  division,  t 

JACKSOK'S  BRIGADE. 
5th  Georgia 


Killed. 


2d   Georgia  B  sx  1 1  a  1  i  o  n 

Sharpshooters 

5th  Mississippi 

8th  Mississippi 

Total  I 


» 


28 


"Wounded. 


28 


20 


38 


2 

4    Is^ 


10 


3 

5 
19 


37 


20 


39 


I 


42 

31 

2 


o 


Missing. 


237 


20 


42  !  52 


2 
92" 


12 


111 


41 


3 

8 
12 


28 

0 

47 

54 

3 


52 

36 

2 


276 


33 

11 

50 

64 

3 


141       161 


69 
82 
52 
19 

51 


278 


658 


48 


26 

66 

101 


23 


241 


82 
99 
61 
19 
63 


330 


769 


48 


29 

74 

113 


264 


10 


43 


18 


47 


109 


48 


18 


52 


119 


i 


Offioens  kiUed. 


44 
2 


352 


39 

12 

60 

83 

5 


199 


95 

120 
79 
29 
95 

6 


424 


980 


60 


32 

80 

133 


305 


Lieut.  W.  L.  Prior  m«i 
tally  wounded. 


Capt.  Thomas  F.  Spenoe. 

Lieut.  W.  C.  Douglass. 
Capt.  S.  T.  Black    and 
Lieut.  D.  J.  Wright 


Col.  William  T.  Black 
and  Lieut.  J.  W.  Ea- 
son. 

Capt.  J.  H.  Mor^n. 
Lieut.  J.  J.  HoM. 


RECAPITULATION, 


Polk's  corps I  54  j547 

Hardee's  corps 47  450 

McCown's  division 4     88 

Jackson's  brigade -i     37 


Grand  total  §. 


109 


1122 


601 

497 

92 

41 


282  13,404 
251    1,796 


1236 


111 
23 


667 


658 
241 


6,099 


3,686 

3,  047 

769 

264 


7,766 


33 


161 
565 
109 


835 


166 
583 
119 


868 


4,453 

4,127 

980 

305 


9,865 


•  Dismounted. 

t  Notes  on  original  lists  indicate  that  aU  these  casualties,  except  4  of  the  wounded 
in  Rains'  brigade,  occurred  December  31,  1862. 

t  Note  on  original  list  indicates  that  all  these,  except  1  man  wounded  January  2, 
1863,  occurred  near  Cowan's  house,  between  12  noon  and  4  p.  m.,  December  31,  1862. 

$  No  nominal  lists  for  Buford's,  Wharton's,  or  Wheeler's  cavalry  brigades  ^  but  8«« 
Inclosure  C  to  Bragg's  report,  p.  674.    No  returns  from  Pegram's  cavalry  bngade. 
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[Addenda.] 

Headquartebs  Breckinridge's  Division, 

Tullahoma^  Tenn.,  January  12,  1863. 

General  Braxton  Bragg,  G.  S.  Army  : 

General  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,*  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that,  in  a  council  at  your  headquarters,  on  the  evening  of  the 
3d  of  January,  at  which  Lieutenant-Generals  Polk  and  Hardee  and 
Major-General  Cleburne  were  the  other  officers  present,  I  advised  you 
to  retire  from  before  Murfreesborough  the  same  night.  About  12  o'clock 
of  that  day,  Lieutenant  General  Hardee  informed  me  that  a  retrograde 
movement  had  been  resolved  upon,  and  as  my  division  was  to  cover  the 
movement  of  his  corps,  he  authorized  me  to  make  preliminary  arrange- 
ments, but  directed  me  not  to  give  a  final  order ;  and  also  desired  me 
to  be  present  at  your  headquarters  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  During 
that  afternoon  the  baggage  and  ordnance  trains  were  moved  down  the 
Shelby  ville  and  Manchester  turnpikes,  as  I  understood,  by  your  order. 
The  question  at  the  conference  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  was,  not  whether 
the  army  should  fall  back  (that  movement  had  been  determined  on, 
and  in  part  executed,  before  I  was  called  into  council),  but  whether  the 
movement  of  the  troops  should  be  postponed  for  twenty-four  hours,  to 
communicate  with  General  Wheeler  (then  supposed  to  be  near  La 
Vergne),  and  more  thoroughly  to  close  up  our  rear.  I  advised  that  the 
movement  should  take  place  that  night ;  and  it  is  just  to  you  to  add 
that  if  I  had  been  in  consultation  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  when  it 
was  resolved  to  retire,  I  would  have  approved  the  movement.  I  do  not 
enter  into  the  reasons  which  governed  my  advice,  since  your  communi- 
cation does  not  ask  for  them,  but  confines  itself  to  the  necessity  of  the 
retreat  at  the  time  it  was  commenced. 

In  obedience  to  your  wishes,  I  have  this  day  had  a  conference  with 
the  brigade  commanders  of  my  division.  Generals  Pillow  and  Preston 
and  Colonels  Trabue  and  Gibson.  These  gentlemen  were  not  sure  as  to 
the  points  upon  which  you  desired  their  views,  since  they  were  not  called 
into  council  on  the  question  of  retiring  the  army.  But,  after  carefully 
reading  your  letter,  they  supposed  that  you  desired  their  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  the  retreat,  and  to  the  confidence,  or  want  of  it,  in  you  as  a  com- 
mander, on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  troops.  Accordingly,  acting  with 
the  candor  which  you  invoke,  they  request  me  to  say  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  conduct  of  the  military  operations  in  front  of  Murfreesborough  made 
it  necessary  for  our  army  to  retire.  They  also  request  me  to  say  that 
while  they  entertain  the  highest  respect  for  your  patriotism,  it  is  their 
opinion  that  you  do  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  army  to  an  extent 
which  will  enable  you  to  be  useful  as  its  commander.  In  this  opinion 
I  feel  bound  to  state  that  I  concur. 

You  state  as  within  your  own  knowledge  ihat  staff  officers  of  your  gen- 
erals have  persistently  asserted  that  our  retreat  was  made  in  opposition 
to  the  wishes  of  their  chiefs.  I  can  speak  only  for  my  own  staff,  and 
have  the  honor  to  state  that,  after  thorough  inquiry,  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  representations  of  the  character  to  which  you  refer  have 
not  been  made  by  any  member  of  my  staff. 

In  closing,  general,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  brigade  com- 
manders of  my  division  spoke  of  you  throughout  in  terms  of  high  per- 
sonal respect,  and  to  add  that  in  this  regard  I  fully  share  their  feelings. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major-General. 

*•  See  Inclosure  No.  1,  Polk  to  Davis,  February  4,  1863,  p.  699. 
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TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  12,  1863. 
General  Braxton  Bragg,  Commanding^  &c.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  yesterday,*  in  which,  after  informing  me  of  the  assaults  to  which  you 
are  subjected,  you  invoke  a  response  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  the 
recent  retreat  from  Murfreesborough,  and  request  me  to  consult  my  sub- 
ordinate commanders  in  reference  to  the  topics  to  which  you  refer. 
You  will  readily  appreciate  the  delicate  character  of  the  inquiries  you 
institute,  but  I  feel,  under  the  circumstances,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  reply 
with  the  candor  you  solicit,  not  only  from  personal  respect  to  yourself, 
but  from  the  magnitude  of  the  public  interests  involved. 

In  reference  to  the  retreat,  you  state  that  the  movement  from  Mur- 
freesborough was  resisted  by  you  for  some  time,  after  advised  by  your 
corps  and  division  commanders.  No  mention  of  retreat  was  made  to  me 
until  early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  January,  when  Lieutenant  Eich- 
mond,  of  General  Polk's  staff,  read  me  the  generaPs  note  to  you,  and  in- 
fprmed  me  of  your  verbal  reply.  I  told  him,  under  the  circumstances, 
nothing  could  be  done  then.  About  10  o'clock  the  same  day  I  met  you 
personally  at  your  quarters,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  Lieutenant- 
Geueral  Polk  being  present.  You  informed  me  that  the  papers  of  Gen- 
eral McCook  had  been  captured,  and,  from  the  strength  of  his  corps 
(18,000),  it  appeared  that  the  enemy  was  stronger  than  you  had  supposed; 
that  General  Wheeler  reported  he  was  receiving  heavy  re-enforcements, 
and,  after  informing  us  of  these  facts,  suggested  the  necessity  of  retreat, 
and  asked  my  opinion  as  to  its  propriety.  Having  heard  your  statements 
and  views,  I  fully  concurred,  and  it  was  decided  to  retreat.  No  prepara- 
tion was  made  by  me  or  my  division  commanders  to  retreat  which  was 
resisted  by  you  for  some  time,  and  I  recall  your  attention  to  the  fact. 
Afterward,  in  the  evening,  about  7  o'clock,  we  met  to  arrange  details, 
and  the  retreat  being  still  deemed  advisable,  and  having  been  partially 
executed,  1  concurred  in  an  immediate  movement,  in  view  of  the  heavy 
losses  we  had  sustained,  and  the  condition  of  the  troops. 

You  also  request  me  to  consult  my  subordinate  commanders,  stating 
that  General  Smith  has  been  called  to  Kichmond,  with  the  view,  it  was 
supposed,  to  supersede  you,  and  that  you  will  retire  without  regret,  if 
you  have  lost  the  good  opinion  of  your  generals,  upon  whom  you  have 
ever  relied  as  upon  a  foundation  of  rock.  I  have  conferred  with  Major- 
General  Breckinridge  and  Major-General  Cleburne  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  I  feel  that  frankness  compels  me  to  say  that  the  general 
officers,  whose  judgment  you  have  invoked,  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  a  change  in  the  command  of  this  army  is  necessary.  In  this  opinion 
1  concur.  I  feel  assured  that  this  opinion  is  considerately  formed,  and 
with  the  highest  respect  for  the  purity  of  your  motives,  your  energy, 
and  your  personal  character;  but  they  are  convinced,  as  you  must  feel, 
that  the  peril  of  the  country  is  superior  to  all  personal  considerations. 

You  state  that  the  staff  officers  of  your  generals,  joining  in  the  pub- 
lic and  private  clamor,  have,  within  your  knowledge,  persistently  as 
serted  that  the  retreat  was  made  against  the  oi)inion  and  advice  of  their 
chiefs.  I  have  made  inquiries  of  the  gentlemen  associated  with  me,  and 
they  inform  me  that  such  statements  have  not  been  made  or  circulated 
by  them. 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  assure  you  of  my  continued  respect  and 
consideration,  and  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant  General, 


*  See  Incloeure  No.  1,  Polk  to  Dayis,  February  4,  1863,  p.  699. 
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HiJADQUABTERS  POLK'S  COBPS, 

ShelhyvillCj  January  13,  1863. 
Cteneral  Braxton  Bragg: 

Since  this  army  commenced  falling  back  from  Murfreesborough,  1 
have,  upon  all  occasions,  publicly  and  privately,  stated  that  I,  myself, 
was  one  of  the  first  to  suggest  the  movement,  and  fully  indorsed  it. 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 
Major- General^  Commanding. 


TuLLAHOMA,  January  13,  1863. 

General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee : 

General  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,* 
with  inclosures,  and  will  answer  candidly,  as  you  desire.  I  understood 
the  retrograde  movement  to  have  been  decided  upon,  and  partially  exe- 
cuted, before  we  met  in  council  on  Saturday  night,  the  3d  instant,  and 
the  only  question  presented  to  me,  and  the  only  question  before  us  there, 
to  be,  whether  the  movement  should  be  suspended,  as  far  as  practicable, 
for  twenty-four  hours.  To  this  I  replied  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  could 
be  suspended.  I  offered  advice  on  no  other  point.  Subsequently,  on 
learning  fully  the  condition  of  General  Polk's  corps  and  General  Breck- 
inridge's division,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  say  to  you  that  in  answering  as 
I  had  just  done  I  had  looked  only  to  the  condition  of  my  own  division ; 
that  it  had  been  successful  in  the  fight,  and,  notwithstanding  its  losses 
and  weariness,  was  still  capable  of  making  a  firm  resistance ;  that  I  was 
also  influenced  by  the  fact  that  my  men  had  had  no  sleep  the  previous 
night,  having  suffered  and  repelled  a  night  attack  of  the  enemy,  and 
immediately  thereafter  been  moved  from  the  extreme  left  to  the  right 
of  the  army,  which  led  me  to  fear  that,  in  case  of  a  retreat,  involving, 
as  it  must,  the  loss  of  another  night's  rest,  large  numbers  of  my  men 
would  fall  out  by  the  way,  and  I  might  in  this  manner  lose  as  many  as 
in  an  attack  by  the  enemy  in  our  then  position.  I  further  stated  that, 
in  case  the  enemy  attacked  us,  I  believed  the  chances  were  in  favor  oi 
our  repulsing  him,  but  that  it  might  turn  out  otherwise,  and  that  it  was 
for  you  to  decide  whether  our  cause  should  be  risked  on  a  cast  the  issue 
of  which  was  doubtful ;  that  I  believed  the  final  success  of  our  cause 
depended  in  a  great  measure  upon  the  safety  of  this  army. 

I  have  consulted  with  all  my  brigade  commanders  at  this  place,  as  you 
request,  showing  them  your  letter  and  inclosures,  and  they  unite  with 
me  in  personal  regard  for  yourself,  in  a  high  appreciation  of  your 
patriotism  and  gallantry,  and  in  a  conviction  of  your  great  capacity  for 
organization,  but  at  the  same  time  they  see,  with  regret,  and  it  has  also 
met  my  observation,  that  you  do  not  possess  the  confidence  of  the  army 
in  other  respects  in  that  degree  necessary  to  secure  success. 

I  have,  general,  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  K.  CLEBUENE, 

Major- General, 


*  See  Inclosure  No.  1,  Polk  to  Davis,  February  4,  1863,  p.  609. 


Chap.  XXXn.]  THE  STONE^S  RIVER  CAMPAIGN  685 

No.  192. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk^  0.  8.  Army^  commanding  Army 
Corps,  ivith  resulting  correspondence. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Winchester^  Tenn.,  March  24,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report  by  Lieut.  Gen.  L.  Polk, 
with  those  of  division  and  brigade  commanders,  of  the  operations  of  his 
corps  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough.  This  report,  though  dated 
February  -?8,  was  only  transmitted,  as  will  be  seen  by  its  accompanying 
letter,  on  the  21st,  and  was  received  at  this  office  on  March  22.  The 
accompanying  map*  has  some  inaccuracies  in  regard  to  troops  and  oper- 
ations not  under  the  generaPs  command,  but  not  to  the  extent  of  mate- 
rially affecting  its  usefulness.  The  general  requests  leave  of  absence 
for  an  officer  of  his  staff  to  carry  this  report  to  Richmond  and  transact 
other  official  business  for  his  corps.  I  request  the  officer  named  be 
ordered  to  deliver  the  report  to  the  Adjutant-General,  but  be  confined 
to  that  specific  duty.  All  other  official  business  must  be  transacted 
through  these  headquarters. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  Commanding, 
Col.  B.  S.  EWELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  &c. 

[Inclosuie  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Polk's  Corps,  Army  op  Tennessee, 

Shelhyville,  Tenn.,  March  21,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  my  official  report  of  the  battles 
before  Murfreesborough,  with  accompanying  statements  and  map.*  I 
send  also  copies  of  the  report  of  Major-General  [B.  F.]  Cheatham,  and 
of  the  brigade,  regimental,  and  battery  commanders  of  his  division ; 
also  a  list  of  its  casualties.  Major-General  [J.M.]  Withers,  having  been 
absent  on  sick  leave  since  the  battle,  has  not  sent  me  his  report.  It  will 
be  forwarded  in  a  few  days.  The  report  of  brigade,  regimental,  and 
battery  commanders  of  his  division,  with  a  list  of  casualties,  have  been 
alrendy  forwarded  to  you.  As  these  papers  are  of  importance,  and  as 
I  have  other  matters  of  interest  to  my  corps  to  be  attended  to,  I  have 
to  respectfully  request  that  I  be  permitted  to  send  a  staff  officer  with 
them  to  Richmond.  Lieut.  P.  B.  Spence,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  is 
the  officer  I  desire  to  send.  To  accomplish  this,  I  ask  for  him  fifteen 
days'  leave  of  absence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Hdqrs.  Polk's  Corps  d'Armee,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  February  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  official  report 
of  the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  battles  on  Stone's  River,  in  front 
of  Murfreesborough: 

One  of  my  brigades  (that  of  General  Maney )  was  on  outpost  duty  in 

•  To  appear  in  Atlas 


686  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXU. 

front  of  Stewart's  Creek,  and,  with  a  cavalry  brigade  under  General 
Wheeler,  was  held  in  observation.  The  enemy  made  a  general  forward 
movement  on  the  26th  in  their  immediate  front,  and  they  were  ordered 
to  retire  slowly  upon  the  line  of  battle  which  the  general  commanding 
had  decided  to  adopt — on  Stone's  Eiver,  a  short  distance  from  Murfrees- 
borough. 

On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  my  brigades  struck  their  tents  and  retired 
their  baggage  trains  to  the  rear,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  they  were 
placed  in  line  of  battle.  As  the  brigades  composing  the  division  of 
Major-General  Withers  had  not  been  engaged  in  any  heavy  battle  since 
that  of  Shiloh,  I  placed  them  in  the  first  line.*  They  extended  from  the 
river,  near  the  intersection  of  the  Nashville  turnpike  and  railroad,  south- 
ward across  the  Wilkinson  pike  to  the  Triune  or  Franklin  road,  in  a 
line  irregular,  but  adapted  to  the  topography.  The  division  of  Major- 
General  Cheatham  was  posted  in  the  rear  of  that  of  Major-General 
Withers,  as  a  supporting  force.  The  division  of  Major-General  McCown, 
of  Lieut.  Gen.  Kirby  Smith's  army  corps,  was  in  prolongation  of  that 
of  General  Withers,  on  the  left,  having  that  of  Major-General  Cleburne, 
of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee's  corps,  as  its  supporting  force.  Major- 
General  Breckinridge's  division,  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee's  corps, 
occupied  the  ground  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  the  line  of  Major- 
General  Withers,  on  the  right.  The  enemy  moved  forward,  and  our 
outposts  fell  back  slowly  and  took  their  place  in  the  line  of  battle  on 
the  29th. 

On  the  30th,  in  order  to  discover  the  position  at  which  we  proposed 
to  offer  battle,  he  moved  up  cautiously,  shelling  his  front  heavily  as  he 
advanced.  The  cannonading  was  responded  to  along  our  line,  and  the 
theater  of  impending  conflict  was  speedily  determined.  On  the  left  of 
my  line  the  skirmishing  became  very  active,  and  my  left  brigades,  front 
and  rear,  became  hotly  engaged  with  the  line  which  was  being  formed 
immediately  before  them.  The  enemy  pressed  forward  very  heavily 
with  both  artillery  and  infantry,  and  a  sharp  contest  ensued,  in  which 
he  attempted,  with  several  regiments,  to  take  one  of  my  batteries  by 
assault,  but  was  repulsed  in  the  most  decisive  manner.  In  this  pre- 
liminary onset  many  lives  were  lost  on  both  sides.  It  was,  from  its 
severity,  an  appropriate  introduction  to  the  great  battle  of  the  ensuing 
day  and  prepared  our  troops  for  the  work  before  them.  Twilight  fol- 
lowing soon  after,  the  enemy  settled  around  his  bivouac  fires  for  the 
night. 

Orders  were  issued  by  the  general  commanding  to  attack  in  the  morn- 
ing at  daybreak.  The  attack  was  to  be  made  by  the  extreme  left,  and 
the  whole  Une  was  ordered  to  swing  around  from  left  to  right  upon  my 
right  brigade  as  a  pivot.  Major-General  Breckinridge,  on  the  extreme 
right  and  across  the  river,  was  to  hold  the  enemy  in  observation  on  that 
flank. 

At  the  appointed  time  the  battle  opened,  evidently  to  the  surprise  of 
the  opposing  army.  Major-General  McCown,  who  was  acting  under  the 
orders  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  was  upon  them  before  they  were 
prepared  to  receive  him.  He  captured  several  batteries  and  one  brig- 
adier-general, wounded  another,  and  drove  three  brigades — those  com- 
posing the  division  of  Brigadier-General  [R.  W.]  Johnson— in  confusion 
before  him.     He  was  followed  quickly  by  Major-General  Cleburne  as  a 

*  The  division  of  Major-General  Withers  was  placed  in  the  front  line  by  my  order. 
See  memoranda  to  general  and  staff  officers,  accompanying  my  report. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 
G-tneral  Commanding. 


Chap.  XXXH.]  THE  STONE^S  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  687 

Bupporting  force,  who  occupied  the  space  left  vacant  by  the  forward 
movement  of  McOown  between  the  left  of  my  front  line  and  McCown's 
right.  Opposing  him  in  that  space  was  the  Second  Division,  of  Major- 
General  [A.  McD.]  McCook's  corps,  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  G.  Davis,  to  confront  which  he  had  to  wheel  to  the  right,  as  the  right 
of  General  McGook^s  corps  was  slightly  refused.  Cleburne's  attack, 
following  so  soon  on  that  of  McCown,  caught  the  force  in  his  front  also 
not  altogether  prepared,  and  the  vigor  of  ihe  assault  was  so  intense  that 
they,  too,  yielded  and  were  driven. 

Major-General  Withers'  left  was  opposed  to  the  right  of  General  Sheri- 
dan, commanding  the  Third  and  remaining  division  of  General  McCook's 
corps.  The  enemy's  right  was  strongly  posted  on  a  ridge  of  rocks,  with 
chasms  intervening,  and  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  rough  cedars. 
Being  advised  of  the  attack  he  was  to  expect  by  the  fierce  contest  which 
was  being  waged  on  his  right,  he  was  fully  prepared  for  the  onset,  and 
this  notice  and  the  strength  of  his  position  enabled  him  to  offer  a  strong 
resistance  to  Withers,  whose  duty  it  was  to  move  next.  Colonel  [J.  Q.] 
Loomis,  who  commanded  the  left  brigade,  moved  up  with  energy  and 
spirit  to  the  attack.  He  was  wounded  and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  [J. 
G.]  Coltart.  The  enemy  met  the  advance  with  firmness,  but  was  forced 
to  yield.  An  accession  of  force  aided  him  to  recover  his  position,  and  its 
great  strength  enabled  him  to  hold  it.  Coltart,  after  a  gallant  charge  and 
a  sharp  contest,  fell  back,  and  was  replaced  by  Colonel  [A.  J.]  Yaughan, 
[jr.],  of  Major-General  Cheatham's  division,  of  the  rear  line.  Vaughan, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  the  ground,  charged  the  jiosition  with 
great  energy ;  but  the  enemy,  intrenched  behind  stones  and  covered  by 
the  thick  woods,  could  not  be  moved,  and  Yaughan  also  was  repulsed. 
This  caused  a  loss  of  time,  and  Cleburne's  division,  pressing  Davis, 
reached  a  point  where  Sheridan's  batteries,  still  unmoved,  by  wheeling  to 
the  right,  enfiladed  it.  Colonel  Yaughan  was  speedily  reorganized  and 
returned  to  the  assault,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Coltart,  drove 
at  the  position  with  resistless  courage  and  energy  j  and  although  their 
losses  were  very  heavy,  the  enemy  could  not  bear  up  against  the  onset. 
He  was  dislodged  and  driven  with  the  rest  of  the  fleeing  battalions  of 
McCook's  corps. 

In  this  charge  the  horses  of  every  officer  of  the  field  and  staff  of 
Yaughan's  brigade,  except  one,  and  the  horses  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
field  and  staff  of  every  regiment,  except  two,  were  killed.  The  brigade 
lost  also  one-third  of  all  its  force.  It  captured  two  of  the  enemy's  field 
guns. 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  [A.  M.]  Manigault,  which  was  immediately  on 
the  right  of  that  of  Colonel  Coltart,  followed  the  movement  of  the  latter, 
according  to  instructions ;  but  as  Coltart  failed  in  the  first  onset  to  drive 
Sheridan's  right,  Manigault,  after  dashing  forward  and  pressing  the 
enemy's  line  in  his  front  back  upon  his  second  line,  was  brought  under 
a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  from  two  batteries  on  his  right,  supported 
by  a  very  heavy  infantry  force.  He  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  fall 
back. 

In  this  charge  the  brigade  suffered  severely,  sustaining  a  very  heavy 
loss  in  officers  and  men,  but  the  gallant  South  Carolinians*  returned  to 
the  charge  a  second  and  a  third  time,  and,  being  aided  by  the  brigade  of 
General  [G.]  Maney,  of  the  second  line,  which  came  to  his  relief  with  its 
heavy  Napoleon  guns  and  a  deadly  fire  of  musketry,  the  enemy  gave 
way  and  joined  his  comrades  on  the  right  in  their  precipitate  retreat 

c 

*  See  Indorsement  No.  2,  p.  697. 


688  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN  ,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXn. 

across  the  Wilkinson  pike.  This  movement  dislodged  and  drove  the 
residue  of  Sheridan's  division,  and  completed  the  forcing  of  the  whole 
of  McCook's  corps  out  of  its  line  of  battle  and  placed  it  in  full  retreat. 
The  enemy  left  one  of  his  batteries  of  four  guns  on  the  field,  which  fell 
into  the  hands  of  Maney's  brigade. 

Here  I  think  it  proper  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  general  command- 
ing an  instance  of  self-sacrificing  devotion  to  the  safety  of  their  imme- 
diate commands  and  of  our  cause,  which,  for  heroic  courage  and  magna- 
nimity, is  without  a  parallel.  A  battery  was  pouring  a  murderous  fire 
into  the  brigade  of  General  Maney  from  a  point  which  made  it  doubtful 
whether  it  was  ours  or  the  enemy's.  Two  unsuccessful  efforts  had  been 
made  by  staff  officers  (one  of  whom  was  killed  in  the  attempt)  to  deter- 
mine its  character.  The  doubt  caused  the  brigade  on  which  it  was 
firing  to  hesitate  in  returning  the  fire,  when  Sergeant  Oakley,  color-bearer 
of  the  Fourth  Tennessee  Confederate  Eegim en t,  and  Sergt.  M.  C.  Hooks, 
color  bearer  of  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Regiment,  gallantly  advanced  8  or 
10  paces  to  the  front,  displaying  their  colors  and  holding  themselves 
and  the  flag  of  their  country  erect  j  remained  ten  minutes  in  a  place  so 
conspicuous  as  to  be  plainly  seen,  and  fully  to  test  from  whom  their  bri- 
gade was  suffering  so  severely.  The  murderous  firing,  instead  of  abating, 
was  increased  and  intensified,  and  soon  demonstrated  that  the  battery 
and  its  support  were  not  friends  but  enemies.  The  sergeants  then  re- 
turned deliberately  to  their  proper  positions  in  the  line,  unhurt,  and  the 
enemy's  battery  was  silenced  and  his  column  put  to  flight.  The  front 
of  Manigault  and  Maney  being  free,  they  swung  round  with  our  line  on 
the  left  and  joined  in  pressing  the  enemy  and  his  re-enforcements  into 
the  cedar  brake. 

At  9  a.  m.  Brig.  Gen.  [J.]  Patton  Anderson,  on  Manigault's  right, 
moved,  in  conjunction  with  its  left  brigade,  forward  upon  the  line  in  its 
front.  That  line  rested -with  its  right  near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  is 
understood  to  have  been  General  [J.  S.]  Negley's  division,  of  General 
[G.  H.]  Thomas'  corps,  which  constituted  the  center  of  the  enemy's  line 
of  battle.  This  division,  with  that  of  General  [L.  H.]  Eousseau  in  re- 
serve, was  posted  in  the  edge  of  a  dense  cedar  brake,  with  an  open  space 
in  frout,  and  occupied  a  position  of  strength  not  inferior  to  that  held  by 
Sheridan's  right.  His  batteries,  which  occupied  commanding  positions, 
and  enabled  him  to  sweep  the  open  field  in  his  front,  were  served  with 
admirable  skill  and  vigor,  and  were  strongly  supported.  Anderson  moved 
forward  his  brigade  with  firmness  and  decision.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
of  both  artillery  and  infantry  was  terrific,  and  his  left  for  a  moment 
wavered.  Such  evidences  of  destructive  firing  as  were  left  on  the  forest 
from  which  this  brigade  emerged  have  rarely,  if  ever,  been  seen.  The 
timber  was  torn  and  crushed.  Nothing  but  a  charge  could  meet  the 
demands  of  the  occasion.  Orders  were  given  to  take  the  batteries  at 
all  hazards,  and  it  was  done.  The  batteries,  two  in  number,  were  carried 
in  gallant  style.  Artillerists  were  captured  at  their  pieces,  a  large  num- 
ber of  whom  and  of  their  infantry  support  were  killed  upon  the  spot, 
and  one  company  entire,  with  its  officers  and  colors,  were  captured.  The 
number  of  field  guns  captured  in  this  movement  was  eight,  which,  to- 
gether with  four  others,  from  which  the  gunners  had  been  driven  by  the 
heavy  firing  from  Maney's  long-range  guns  and  Manigault's  musketry 
on  the  left,  made  twelve  taken  on  that  part  of  the  field.  This  was  one 
of  the  points  at  which  we  encountered  the  most  determined  opposition, 
but  the  onward  movement  of  the  Mississippians  and  Alabamians  was 
irresistible,  and  they  swept  the  enemy  before  them,  driving  him  into  the 
dense  cedar  brake,  to  join' the  extending  line  of  his  fugitives. 
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This  t\^ork,  however,  was  not  done  without  a  heavy  loss  of  officers  and 
men.  The  Thirtieth  Mississippi,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Oolonei  [J. 
I.]  Scales,  in  the  act  of  charging,  lost  62  officers  and  men  killed  and  139 
wounded ;  others  lost  in  proportion.  Here  the  brave  Lieut.  Col.  James 
L.  Autry,  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Mississippi,  fell  while  cheering  and 
encouraging  his  troops. 

The  supporting  brigade  of  General  Anderson,  commanded  by  Brig. 
Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart,  moved  with  that  of  Anderson.  It  was  ordered  by 
the  division  commander  (Major- General  Withers,  who  was  in  command 
of  Major-General  Cheatham's  two  right  brigades  as  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham was  of  his  two  left)  to  move  to  the  support  of  the  left  regiments  of 
Anderson,  which  were  pressed.  These  regiments,  which  had  suffered 
greatly,  he  replaced,  and,  moving  forward,  attacked  the  enemy  and  his 
re-enforcements  on  Anderson's  left.  After  strong  resistance  they  were 
driven  back,  shattered  and  in  confusion,  to  join  the  host  of  their  fleeing 
comrades  in  their  retreat  through  the  cedars.  In  their  flight  they  left 
two  of  their  field  guns,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Stewart's  brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Chalmers'  brigade  (the  remaining  one  of  those  con- 
stituting my  front  line),  whose  right  flank  rested  on  the  river,  was  the 
last  to  move.  This  brigade,  owing  to  its  position  in  the  line,  was  called 
on  to  encounter  a  measure  of  personal  suffering  from  exposure  beyond 
that  of  any  other  in  my  corps.  The  part  of  the  line  it  occupied  lay 
across  an  open  field  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  in  range  of  his  field 
guns.  It  had  thrown  up  a  slight  rifle-pit,  behind  which  it  was  placed, 
and  to  escape  observation  it  was  necessary  for  it  to  lie  down  and  abstain 
from  building  fires.  In  this  position  it  remained  awaiting  the  opening 
of  the  battle  for  more  than  forty-eight  hours,  wet  with  rain  and  chilled 
with  cold ;  added  to  this  the  enemy's  shot  and  shell  were  constantly 
passing  over  it.  !N"ot  a  murmur  of  discontent  was  heard  to  escape  those 
who  composed  it.  They  exhibited  the  highest  capacity  of  endurance 
and  firmness  in  the  most  discouraging  circumstances.  In  its  front  lay 
the  right  of  Brigadier-General  [J.  M.]  Palmer's  division,  of  Major-Gen- 
eral [T.  L.]  Crittenden's  corps,  which  constituted  the  left  wing  of  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle. 

The  general  movement  from  the  left  having  reached  it  at  10  o'clock, 
it  was  ordered  to  the  attack,  and  its  reserve,  under  Brigadier-General 
Donelson,  was  directed  to  move  forward  to  its  support.  This  charge 
was  made  in  fine  style,  and  was  met  by  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly 
■  posted  in  the  edge  of  the  cedar  brake,  with  a  murderous  fire  of  artillery 
I  and  infantry.  In  that  charge  their  brigade  commander  (General  Chal- 
mers) M  as  severely  wounded  by  a  shell,  which  disqualified  him  for  further 
duty  on  the  field.  The  regiments  on  the  left  recoiled  and  fell  back. 
Those  of  the  right  were  moved  to  the  left  to  hold  their  place,  and  were 
pressed  forward.  The  brigade  of  General  Donelson  having  been  ordered 
forward  to  Chalmers'  support,  moved  with  steady  step  upon  the  enemy's 
position  and  attacked  it  with  great  energy.  The  slaughter  was  terrific 
on  both  sides. 

In  this  charge — which  resulted  in  breaking  the  enemy's  line  at  every 
point  except  the  extreme  left,  and  driving  him,  as  every  other  part  of 
his  line  attacked  had  been  driven — Donelson  reports  the  capture  of  11 
guns  and  about  1,000  prisoners. 

The  regiments  of  Chalmers'  brigade,  having  been  separated  after  he 
fell,  moved  forward  and  attached  themselves  to  other  commands,  fight- 
ing with  them  with  gallantry  as  opportunity  offered. 

There  was  no  instance  of  more  distinguished  bravery  exhibited  during 
this  battle  than  was  shown  by  the  command  of  General  Donelson.    In 
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the  charge  which  it  made  it  was  brought  directly  under  the  fire  of  sev- 
eral batteries,  strongly  posted  and  supported,  which  it  assaulted  with 
eager  resolution.  All  the  line  in  their  front  was  carried  except  the  ex- 
treme right.  This  point,  which  was  the  key  to  the  enemy's  position,  and 
which  was  known  as  the  Eound  Forest,  was  attacked  by  the  right  of 
the  brigade.  It  was  met  by  a  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry  which 
mowed  down  more  than  half  its  number.  The  Sixteenth  Regiment  Ten- 
nessee Volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Col.  John  H.  Savage,  lost 
207  out  of  402.  It  could  not  advance  and  would  not  retire.  Their 
colonel,  with  characteristic  bravery  and  tenacity,  deployed  what  was 
left  of  his  command  as  skirmishers  and  held  his  position  for  three  hours. 
In  the  Eighth  Tennessee,  of  the  right  wing,  under  the  lamented  Colonel 
[W.  L.]  Moore,  who  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  who  was  succeeded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Anderson,  the  loss  was  306  men  and  officers  out  of  425. 

The  enemy  was  now  driven  from  the  field  at  all  points  occupied  by 
him  in  the  morning,  along  his  whole  line,  from  his  right  to  the  extreme 
left,  and  was  pressed  back  until  our  line  occupied  a  position  at  right 
angles  to  that  which  we  held  at  the  oi)ening  of  the  battle.  After  pass- 
ing the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  turnpike,  his  flight  was  covered 
by  large  bodies  of  fresh  troops  and  numerous  batteries  of  artillery,  and 
the  advance  of  our  exhausted  columns  was  checked.  His  extreme  left 
alone  held  its  position.  This  occupied  a  piece  of  ground  well  chosen 
and  defended,  the  river  being  on  the  one  hand  and  a  deep  railroad  cut 
on  the  other.  It  was  held  by  a  stroug  force  of  artillery  and  infantry, 
well  supported  by  a  reserve  composed  of  Brigadier-General  [T.  J.] 
Wood's  division. 

My  last  reserve  having  been  exhausted,  the  brigades  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  Breckinridge's  division,  and  a  small  brigade  of  [Brigadier-JGen- 
eral  J.  K.  Jackson,  posted  to  guard  our  right  flank,  were  the  only  troops 
left  that  had  not  been  engaged.  Four  of  these  were  ordered  to  report 
to  me.  They  came  in  detachments  of  two  brigades  each,  the  first  arriv- 
ing nearly  two  hours  after  Donelson's  attack,  the  other  about  an  hour 
after  the  first.  The  commanders  of  these  detachments,  the  first  com- 
posed of  the  brigades  of  Generals  [D.  W.]  Adams  aud  Jackson,  the 
second  under  General  Breckinridge  in  person,  consisting  of  the  bri- 
gades of  General  [William]  Preston  and  Colonel  [J.  B.]  Palmer,  had 
pointed  out  to  them  the  particular  object  to  be  accomplished,  to  wit, 
to  drive  in  the  enemy's  left,  and,  especially,  to  dislodge  him  from  his 
position  in  the  Round  Forest.  Unfortunately,  the  opportune  moment 
for  putting  in  these  detachments  had  passed.  Could  they  have  been 
thrown  upon  the  enemy's  left  immediately  following  Chalmers'  and 
Donelson's  assault  in  quick  succession,  the  extraordinary  strength  of 
his  position  would  have  availed  him  nothing.  That  point  would  have 
been  carried,  and  his  left,  driven  back  on  his  panic-stricken  right,  would 
have  completed  his  confusion  and  insured  an  utter  rout.  It  was,  how- 
ever, otherwise,  and  the  time  lost  between  Donelson's  attack  and  the 
coming  up  of  these  detachments  in  succession  enabled  the  enemy  to 
[recover  his  self-possession,  to  mass  a  number  of  heavy  batteries,  and 
concentrate  a  strong  infantry  force  on  the  position,  and  thus  make  a 
successful  attack  very  difficult.  Nevertheless,  the  brigades  of  Adams 
and  Jackson  assailed  the  enemy's  line  with  energy,  and,  after  a  severe 
contest,  were  compelled  to  yield  and  fall  back.  They  were  promptly 
rallied  by  General  Breckinridge,  who,  having  preceded  his  other  bri- 
gades, reached  the  ground  at  that  moment,  but  as  they  were  very  much 
cut  up,  they  were  not  required  to  renew  the  attack.  The  brigades  of 
iPreston  and  Palmer,  on  arriving,  renewed  the  assault  with  the  same 
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undaunted  determination,  but  as  another  battery  had  been  added  since 
the  previous  attack,  t(  a  position  already  strong  and  difiScult  of  access, 
this  assault  was  alike  ineffectual.  The  enemy,  though  not  driven  from 
his  position,  was  severely  punished,  and,  as  the  day  was  far  spent,  it 
was  not  deemed  advisable  to  renew  the  attack  that  evening,  and  the 
troops  held  the  line  they  occupied  for  the  night. 

The  following  morning,  instead  of  finding  him  in  position  to  receive 
a  renewal  of  the  attack,  showed  that,  taking  advantage  of  the  night,  he 
had  abandoned  this  last  position  of  his  first  line,  and  the  opening  of  the 
new  year  found  us  masters  of  the  field. 

This  battle  of  December  31  developed  in  all  parts  of  the  field  which 
came  under  my  observation  the  highest  qualities  of  the  soldier  among 
our  troops.  The  promptness  with  which  they  moved  upon  the  enemy 
whenever  they  were  called  to  attack  him,  the  vigor  and  elan  with  which 
their  movements  were  made,  the  energy  with  which  they  assaulted  his 
strong  positions,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  responded  to  the 
call  to  repeat  their  assaults,  indicated  a  spirit  of  dauntless  courage, 
which  places  them  in  the  very  front  rank  of  the  soldiers  of  the  world. 
For  the  exhibition  of  these  high  traits  they  are  not  a  little  indebted  to 
the  example  of  their  officers,  whose  courage  and  energy  had  won  their 
confidence  and  admiration. 

January  1  passed  without  any  material  movement  of  either  side,  be- 
yond occasional  skirmishing  along  the  lines  in  our  front.  I  ordered 
Chalmers'  brigade,  now  commanded  by  Colonel  [T.  W.]  White,  [Ninth 
Mississippi,]  to  occupy  the  ground  in  rear  of  the  Kound  Forest  just 
abandoned  by  the  enemy.     This  it  did,  first  driving  oat  his  pickets 

On  the  2d  there  was  skirmishing  during  the  morning.  In  the  after- 
noon, about  3  o'clock.  General  Bragg  announced  his  intention  to  attack 
the  enemy,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  force  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  and  ordered  me  to  relieve  two  of  General  Breckinridge's  brigades, 
which  were  still  in  my  front,  and  send  them  over  to  that  officer,  who 
had  returned  to  his  post,  as  he  proposed  to  make  the  attack  with  the 
troops  of  Breckinridge's  division.  I  issued  the  necessary  orders  at  once, 
and  the  troops  were  transferred  as  directed.  The  general  commanding 
ordered  me  also  to  open  fire  with  three  batteries,  which  had  been  placed 
in  Chalmers'  line,  to  distract  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  Breckinridge's 
attack,  and  to  shell  out  of  the  woods  which  covered  his  line  of  move- 
ment any  sharpshooters  who  might  annoy  him  while  approaching  the 
river.  The  shelling  ordered,  which  was  to  be  the  signal  for  Breckin- 
ridge's advance,  was  promptly  executed  and  the  woods  were  cleared. 
Of  the  particulars  of  this  movement  General  Breckinridge  will  speak  in 
his  own  report. 

When  the  firing  of  my  batteries  was  opened,  as  above,  there  was  a 
forward  movement  of  the  enemy's  infantry  upon  my  pickets  in  the  Round 
Forest,  and  a  sharp  conflict,  which  lasted  for  some  time,  and  ended  in  the 
enemy's  regaining  possession  of  the  forest.  This  position  being  of  much 
value  to  us,  I  found  it  necessary  to  regain  it,  and  gave  the  requisite 
orders. 

On  the  following  morning,  at  daybreak,  I  ordered  a  heavy  fire  of  artil- 
lery from  several  batteries  to  open  upon  it,  and,  after  it  was  thoroughly 
shelled,  detachments  from  the  brigades  of  Colonels  White  and  Coltart 
charged  it  with  the  bayonet  at  a  double-quick  and  put  the  enemy  to 
flight,  clearing  it  of  his  regiments  and  capturing  a  lieutenant-colonel 
and  13  men.  The  enemy,  however,  knew  the  importance  of  the  posi- 
tion also,  and  was  occupied  during  the  day  in  throwing  up  earthworks  lor 
the  ptoiection  of  batteries  within  easy  range.    These  being  completed, 
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he  opened  fire  from  three  i)oints  with  batteries  of  heavy  guns,  and  placed 
it  under  a  concentrated  fire  for  many  minutes.  It  was  a  severe  ordeal, 
and  was  followed  by  a  charge  of  a  heavy  force  of  infantry;  but  onr  gal- 
lant troops  met  the  advance  with  firmness,  and,  after  a  severely  con- 
tested struggle,  drove  back  the  advancing  column  with  slaughter  and 
held  possession  of  the  coveted  position. 

In  this  battle  we  lost  several  men  and  officers,  especially  of  the  First 
Louisiana  Eegiment  (Regulars).  Among  those  who  fell  mortally  wounded 
was  Lieutenant-Golouel  [F.  H.J  Farrar,  [jr.]  This  young  officer  was  one 
of  the  most  promising  of  the  army,  intelligent,  chivalrous,  and  brave. 
His  loss  will  be  felt  by  his  country  and  lamented  by  his  many  friends. 

This  battle  closed  the  operations  of  my  corps  in  the  field  in  front  of 
Murfreesborough.  By  orders  from  the  general  commanding,  after  being 
eight  days  under  arms,  and  in  actual  battle  or  heavy  skirmishing,  in  the 
rain  and  cold  without  tents  and  much  of  the  time  without  fires,  my  troops 
were  retired  from  the  field  and  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  near  Shel- 
by ville.  This  they  did  at  their  leisure,  and  in  perfectly  good  order.  In 
all  the  operations  in  which  they  were  engaged  no  troops  ever  displayed 
greater  gallantry  or  higher  powers  of  endurance.  They  captured  1,500 
prisoners  and  26  guns. 

For  the  details  connected  with  these  operations  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  reports  of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders.  To  the 
same  reports,  also,  I  respectfully  refer  for  instances  of  distinguished  gal- 
lantry in  the  case  of  corps  and  individuals.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  also  to 
the  accompanying  statement,  marked  A,  containing  a  list  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  and  officers  of  my  corps  engaged  in  the  battle ;  also  to  B, 
containing  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  I  refer  also 
to  the  accompanying  map  of  the  field  of  battle,  marked  Bb.*  This  map 
was  prepared  with  care  by  Lieutenant  [W.  J.]  Morris,  of  the  engineers 
of  my  corps,  from  actual  survey,  and  from  the  reports  of  the  corps  com- 
manders of  the  Federal  Army.  From  these  sources  he  has  been  enabled 
to  fix  the  relative  positions  of  the  corps,  divisions,  and  brigades  of  both 
armies  at  different  periods  during  the  battle  with  great  accuracy.  The 
statements  D  and  B  I  submit  as  parts  of  this  report ;  also  the  accom- 
panying map,  marked  Bb.* 

To  Major-Generals  Cheatham  and  Withers,  my  division  commanders, 
I  am  under  obligations  for  their  cordial  support  and  active  co-operation 
in  conducting  the  operations  of  my  command  ;  also  to  the  brigade  com- 
manders, who,  without  an  exception,  managed  the  parts  assigned  them 
in  the  general  programme  of  the  battle  with  great  skill,  energy,  and 
judgment.  Of  the  conduct  of  the  regimental,  battery,  and  subordinate 
commands  their  immediate  commanders  will  speak  in  their  reports,  as 
they  were  more  directly  under  their  eyes.  Our  artillery  also  was  well 
handled  when  it  could  be  used,  but  the  dense  cedar  brake  into  which 
the  enemy  was  driven  continuously  prevented  it  from  following  our  ad- 
vancing columns.  This  made  it  necessary  to  have  the  work  done  chiefly 
with  the  musket  and  the  i>ayonet. 

To  Maj.  George  Williamson,  assistant  adjutant-general,  who  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  shoulder;  Maj.  Thomas  M.  Jack,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general ;  Lieut.  Col.  T.  F.  Sevier,  inspector- general ;  Lieut.  P.  B. 
Spence,  of  the  same  department ;  Lieut.  John  Rawle,  acting  chief  of 
ordnance ;  Capt.  Felix  [H.l  Robertson,  acting  chief  of  artillery ;  Capt. 
E.  B.  Sayers  and  Lieut.  W.  J.  Morris,  of  engineers ;  Lieut.  W.  N.  M. 
Otey,chief  of  the  signal  corps;  Dr.  [W.O.]  Cavanaugh,  medical  director; 

«  On  file. 


Ghat.  XXXH.] 


THE  stone's  river  CAMPAIGN. 


69S 


MajSo  Thomas  Peters  and  K.  M.  Mason,  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  Maj.  J.  J.  Murphy,  chief  commissary,  members  of  my  general 
staff,  I  am  indebted  for  their  vigilance  and  activity  in  the  execution  of 
my  orders,  and  the  fearlessness  with  which  they  exposed  themselves  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

To  my  aide-de-camp  (Lieut.  W.  B.  Eichmond)  I  am  particularly  in- 
debted for  the  intelligence,  decision,  and  energy  with  which  on  this,  as 
on  other  fields,  he  gave  me  his  support ;  also  to  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  C. 
Yeatman,  my  volunteer  aide,  for  services  of  a  like  character.  And  our 
thanks  and  praise  are  above  all  due  to  Almighty  God,  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
for  the  success  of  our  arms  and  the  preservation  of  our  lives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding, 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


flnclosnre  A.] 

Field  return  showing  the  aggregate  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to  PoWs  corps  d^armde 
actually  engaged  in  the  battles  before  Murfreesborough^from  December  28,  1862,  to  Janu- 
ary 4,  1863. 


Command. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Cheatham's  division  * 

496 
537 

5,863 
7,237 

6,359 

7,774 

Wharton's  (commanding  cavalry  bri- 
gade) reported  effective  total,  2,376, 
on  December  27 ;  weekly  retnm. 

Withers'  division 

Total 

1,033 

13, 100 

14, 133 

Shklbtyillb,  Tbmn.,  Ma/reh  22, 1863. 


L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- Oenerai,  Oommanding. 


[Inclosore  B.] 

List  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  PoWs  corps  in  the  battles  before  Murfreesborough, 
from  December  28, 1862,  to  January  4,  1863. 


Command. 


•s 


I 


be 
.S 

00 
CO 

•FN 


§ 


Cheatham's  division: 
Donelson's  brigade  . 
Stewart's  brigade . . . 

Maney's  brigade 

Vaughan's  brigade  . 

Total 

Withers'  division : 

Deas'  brigade 

Chalmers'  brigade.. 
Walthall's  brigade.. 
Anderson's  brigade. 

Total 

Aggregate 


102 
50 
20 

105 


570 
301 
164 
562 


277 


1,597 


68 

67 

130 

73 


600 
445 
620 

428 


338 


2,093 


615 


3,690 


10 
2 
6 

38 


65 


27 
36 
13 
16 


92 


157 


691 
353 
190 
705 


1,939 


695 
548 
763 
517 


2,523 


4,462 


HSADQUABTXRS  POLK'B  GoRFS,  ArMT  OF  TENNESSEE, 

Shelby  ville,  March  21, 1863. 
*  But  see  inclosure  to  Cheatham's  report,  p.  7(^, 


W.  B.  RICHMOND, 

Aide-de-Oamp. 
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[Appendix.] 

Headquarters  Polkas  Corps, 

Shelby ville,  Tenn.^  April  0,  1863. 

In  my  report  of  the  batlJes  before  Murfreesborougb  there  occurs  the 
following  passage: 

My  last  reserve  having  been  exhausted,  the  brigades  of  Major-General  Breckin- 
ridge's division,  and  a  small  brigade  of  General  J.  K.  Jackson,  posted  to  guard  our 
right  flank,  were  the  only  troops  left  that  had  not  been  engaged.  Four  of  these  were 
ordered  to  report  to  me.  They  came  in  detachments  of  two  brigades  each,  the  first 
arriving  nearly  two  hours  after  Donelson's  attack,  the  other  about  an  hour  after  the 
first. 

I  then  expressed  the  opinion  that  if  these  brigades  could  have  followed 
the  attack  of  Chalmers  and  Donelson  in  quick  succession  the  result  of 
our  operations  would  have  been  a  complete  victory.  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  certain  friends  of  General  Breckinridge,  who  have  seen  my 
report,  apprehend  that  the  manner  in  which  these  statements  are  made 
will  produce  the  impression  that  these  brigades  were  ordered  to  my  sup- 
port at  the  time  I  first  desired  them,  and  that  they  failed  to  comply  with 
the  order,  one  detachment  arriving  two  hours  after  it  was  ordered,  and 
the  other  an  hour  later.  I  desire  to  say  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
produce  such  an  impression.  I  did  not  know  at  what  time  they  were 
ordered  to  my  support.  I  perceived  that  they  would  be  needed,  and 
asked  for  them  before  the  attack  by  Chalmers  and  Donelson  was  ordered  5 
but  whether  they  would  be  sent  me  or  not  I  did  not  know  until  just  be- 
fore they  reported  to  me  on  the  field. 

With  the  request  that  this  may  accompany  and  be  made  a  part  of  my 
report,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding, 

General"  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Fa. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  May  2,  1863. 

I  transmit  this  explanatory  report  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk.  In 
the  language  of  his  original  report  I  see  no  suggestion  that  the  brigades 
of  Breckinridge  did  not  reach  the  field  of  action  in  due  time  after  being 
ordered.  Had  I  done  so  I  would  have  corrected  it.  They  moved  as 
soon  as  ordered,  and  I  ordered  them  as  soon  as  I  ascertained  that  the 
fears  of  an  attack  on  the  right  were  groundless. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  Commanding, 


Hdqrs.  Anderson's  Brig.,  Withers'  Div.,  Polk's  Corps, 

Near  Shelhyville,  June  10,  1863. 
Maj.  Thomas  M.  Jack, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  PoWs  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee: 

Major  :  I  have  to-day,  for  the  first  time,  seen  the  official  report  of 
me  battle  of  Murfreesborougb,  by  the  lieutenant-general  commanding 
the  corps.  As  I  know  of  no  one  who  would  be  further  from  doing  the 
slightest  injustice,  even  by  implication,  than  General  Polk,  I  would  re- 
spectfully call  his  attention,  through  you,  to  a  paragraph  in  that  report 
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which  might  be  construed  prejudicially  to  the  well-earned  fame  of  a 
portion  of  the  troops  under  my  command. 
The  paragraph  to  which  I  allude  is  as  follows : 

As  tho  brigades  composing  the  division  of  Major-General  Withers  had  not  been 
engaged  in  any  heavy  battle  since  Shiloh,  I  placed  them  in  the  first  line. 

The  brigade  which  I  had  the  honor  to  command  on  that  occasion 
(now  Walthall's),  and  a  part  of  Withers^  division,  composed  entirely  of 
Mississippians,  except  one  regiment  of  Alabamians  (Forty-fifth),  had 
bet  n  in  every  important  engagement  in  which  any  part  of  General 
Bragg's  army  had  participated  since  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  They  are 
justly  proud  of  the  laurels  they  won  at  Perryville. 

The  brigade  1  now  command  (then  Chalmers'),  also  Mississippians,  and 
a  portion  of  General  Withers'  command  at  Murfreesborough,  had  singly 
and  alone  made  the  bloody  assault  upon  the  enemy's  works  at  Mun- 
fordville,  which,  although  unsuccessful  at  the  time,  was  essayed  with 
such  intrepidity  and  courage  as  to  redect  the  highest  credit  upon  the 
survivors,  as  well  as  the  slain. 

One  regiment  of  this  brigade  (the  Forty-first)  was  also  in  the  battle 
of  Perryville. 

Both  of  the  brigades  thus  composing  half  of  General  Withers'  divis- 
ion at  Murfreesborough  had  been  engaged  in  heavy  battles  since  Shiloh, 
and  will,  doubtless,  be  excepted  by  General  Polk  from  the  class  to  which 
he  assigns  them  when  the  tact  is  brought  to  his  notice. 

I  feel  confident  the  lieutenant-general  will  pardon  me  for  bringing 
this  matter  to  his  attention,  since  my  course  has  been  actuated  by  a 
desire  that  he  should  do  himself,  as  well  as  the  troops,  no  injustice  by 
an  immaterial  paragraph  in  his  report,  inserted,  perhaps,  inadvertently, 
certainly  without  design  of  doing  any  injustice. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PATTON  ANDERSON, 

Brigadier-  General, 

[Indorsements.  ] 

Headquaeters  Withers'  Division, 

Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  error  to  which  attention  is  called  was  not  considered  by  me  of 
sufficient  importance  to  require  correction,  as  it  was  not  in  reference  to 
any  fact  deemed  material  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  report.  As,  how- 
ever, the  ten  Mississippi  and  one  Alabama  regiments  who  were  engaged 
either  at  Perryville  or  Munfordville  composed  more  than  the  half  of  my 
command  participating  in  the  engagement  in  front  of  Murfreesborough 
now  seem  sensitive  under  what  they  consider  a  reflection  in  the  remark 
referred  to,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  forward  this  communication  with 
approval. 

J.  M.  WITHERS, 

Major-General. 

Headquarters  Polk's  Corps, 

Shelhyville^  June  17,  1863. 

1  am  much  obliged  to  General  Anderson  for  bringing  to  my  notice  the 
paragraph  in  my  report  to  which  he  calls  attention.  It  was,  of  course, 
an  inadvertence,  and  is  easily  accounted  for.  In  placing  my  troops  in 
line  of  battle,  the  question  in  my  mind  was  as  to  which  of  the  divisions 
I  should  give  the  post  of  honor — the  front  rank.    General  Cheatham. 
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as  the  senior  officer,  was  entitled  to  it,  but  remembering  that  General 
Withers'  division  was  not  at  Perryville  (the  only  general  battle  fought 
by  this  army  since  Shiloh),  I  thought  it  due  to  him  that  he  should  have 
it,  and  to  satisfy  all  parties  I  thought  proper  to  assign  the  reason  for 
that  arrangement. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Walthall's  brigade  was  only  recently  trans- 
ferred to  Withers'  division.  It  belonged  to  Hardee's  corps  at  Perryville, 
and  in  thinking  of  Withers'  division  in  its  past  history  and  action,  it 
did  not  occur  to  me  that  there  had  been  any  changes  in  its  composition, 
or  that  any  troops  that  were  at  Perryville  now  belonged  to  it.  The 
same  is  true  in  regard  to  the  gallant  brigade  of  General  Chalmers,  now 
commanded  by  General  Anderson.  I,  of  course,  know  of  the  distin- 
guished intrepidity  with  which  it  assailed  the  works  at  Munfordville,  and 
the  heavy  losses  it  sustained,  but  as  I  was  thinking  of  the  brigades  as  part 
of  a  division  of  which  I  was  speaking,  and  not  as  separate  brigades,  it 
did  not  occur  to  me  to  make  it  an  exception. 

General  Anderson  does  me  no  more  than  justice  in  saying  that  he 
regards  me  as  incapable  of  doing  injustice,  even  by  implication,  to  any 
one,  and,  I  will  add,  especially  to  troops  the  whole  history  of  whose  con- 
nection with  me  has  won  my  highest  admiration,  and  around  whose  brow 
I  would  rather  weave  garlands  of  well-earned  fame  than  to  be  the  occa- 
sion, even  by  inadvertence,  of  the  loss  of  a  single  leaf  from  the  chaplets 
with  which  they  deserve  to  be  crowned. 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant-  General,  Commanding, 


Neab  Shelbyvtlle,  June  16, 1863. 
Maj.  Thomas  M.  Jack, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  PoWs  Corps: 

Major:  In  his  recently  published  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Mur- 
freesborough,  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  referring  to  the  part  taken  in 
the  action  by  the  Fourth  Brigade  of  Withers'  division,  uses  this  language.. 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  Manigault,  which  was  immediately  on  the  right  of  that  of 
Colonel  Coltart,  followed  the  movement  of  the  lattei  according  to  instructions ;  but 
as  Coltart  failed  in  the  first  onset  to  drive  Sheridan's  right,  Manigault,  after  dashing 
forward  and  pressing  the  enemy's  line  in  his  front  back  upon  his  second  line,  was 
brought  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  from  two  batteries  on  his  right,  supported 
by  a  very  heavy  infantry  force.     He  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  fall  back. 

In  this  charge  the  brigade  suffered  severely,  sustaining  a  very  heavy  loss  in  officers 
and  men,  but  the  gallant  South  Carolinians  returned  to  the  charge  a  second  and  a 
third  time. 

We  respectfully  suggest  that  this  language  is  susceptible  of  a  con- 
struction which  may  cause  the  reader  to  award  to  a  part  of  the  brigade 
honors  which,  to  say  the  least,  are  merited  as  well  by  another  part  of  it. 
Such  was  not  the  intention  of  the  writer.  A  soldier  himself,  he  would  not 
willingly  withhold  from  a  soldier  that  which  is  most  highly  prized  by 
him — credit  for  gallantry  on  the  battle-field.  We,  then,  do  justice  alike 
to  Lieutenant-General  Polk  and  to  our  own  respective  commands  by 
directing  attention  to  the  inaccuracy  in  the  above  recited  extract. 

The  brigade  of  Colonel  Manigault  is  not  composed  entirely  of  South 
Carolinians,  as  would  be  reasonably  inferred  from  the  report.  In  it  are 
five  regiments,  two  from  South  Carolina  (Tenth  and  Nineteenth)  and 
three  from  Alabama  (Twenty-fourth ,  Twenty  eighth,  and  Thirty-fourth), 
and  Waters'  (Alabama)  battery. 
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The  first  charge  spoken  of  in  the  report  was  led  by  the  three  Ala- 
bama regiments.    The  report  does  not  mention  them. 

All  the  Alabama  regiments  were  in  the  second  charge,  and  led  in  it. 
They  were  also  in  the  third  charge.  The  report  states  that  "  the  gallant 
South  Carolinians  returned  to  the  charge  the  second  and  third  time." 

Eespect fully  submitting  this  statement  of  facts,  we  ask  for  it  that  con- 
sideration it  may  seem  to  merit,  feeling  satisfied,  as  we  do,  that  the  lieu- 
teu ant-general  commanding  will  acquit  us  of  any  intention  to  captiously 
controvert  his  report,  and  that  he  will  do  what  is  proper  in  the  premises. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  0.  B.  MITCHELL, 
Colonel  Thirty  fourth  Alabama, 

JOHN  0.  REID, 
Colonel  Twenty -eighth  Alabama. 
N.  N.  DAY  IS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Twenty  fourth  Alaba/ina, 
D.  D.  WATERS, 

Captain  Waters'*  Battery. 

[Indorsement  No.  1.1 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  matter  to  which  the  attention  of  the  lieutenant-general  com 
manding  is  called  in  this  communication  is  reasonable,  and  is,  in  justice 
to  the  command  herein  represented,  approved  by  me.  The  inference 
drawn  from  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesbor- 
ough,  as  cited,  is  that  the  brigade  which  I  commanded  was  composed 
either  entirely  of  South  Carolinians  or  that  only  the  South  Carolinians 
of  the  brigade  are  credited  for  gallantry,  renewing  the  attacks  after 
being  repulsed. 

The  Alabama  regiments  partook  in  all  the  attacks,  as  my  report  will 
show,  and  I  again  talie  this  opportunity  of  bearing  testimony  to  the 
heroic  courage  and  fortitude  displayed  by  them  on  that  bloody  field. 

The  general  conduct  of  all  the  regiments  on  that  occasion  was  such 
that  I  can  draw  no  distinction  between  them. 

A.  M.  MANIGAULT, 
Colonel^  Comdg.  Fourth  Brigade^  Withers'  Division. 

[iDdoraement  No.  2.] 

Headquarters  Polkas  Corps, 

June  22,  1862. 

In  reply  to  the  within,  I  have  to  say  to  the  officers  commanding  the 
Alabama  regiments,  that  the  ground  of  their  complaint  does  not  exist 
in  my  report  as  written  and  sent  to  War  Department.  It  was  said  by 
the  printer  in  a  misprint.  It  was  written,  "the  gallant  South  Carolin- 
ian," meaning  their  brigade  commander,  Colonel  Manigault,  not  "  South 
Carolinians."  Although  the  troops  from  the  Palmetto  State  acted  with 
distinguished  gallantry,  yet  they  were  in  no  degree  more  distinguished 
for  gallantry  than  their  comrades  from  Alabama,  who,  side  by  side, 
shared  with  them  the  difficulties  and  all  the  triumphs  of  that  bloody 
field.  My  object  was  to  compliment  their  brigade  commander,  and 
through  him  his  whole  command,  for  the  tenacity  of  purpose  and  un 
flinching  bravery  with  which  they  returned  time  and  again  to  the  charge, 
until  they  carried  the  position  which  had  so  often  resisted  them. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

February  4,  1863. 
His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  know  that  you  have  been  apprised  of  a  correspond- 
ence which  has  taken  place  between  General  Bragg  and  the  corps  and 
division  commanders  of  Hardee's  corps,  of  this  army,  following  upon  the 
retreat  from  Murfreesborough.  As  the  same  circular  which  was  an- 
swered by  the  officers  of  Hardee's  corps  was  received  by  those  of  mine, 
I  think  it  proper  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  which  passed 
between  General  Bragg  and  myself.  You  will  find  it  inclosed  with  this, 
as  follows : 

'No.  1.  General  Bragg's  circular. 

No.  2.  Generals  Cheatham's  and  Withers'  note. 

No.  3.  My  indorsement  on  same. 

No.  4.  My  reply  of  30th,  asking  an  explanation  of  his  circular. 

No.  5.  His  letter  in  reply. 

No.  6.  My  answer  to  the  question  he  proposed. 

This  correspondence  has  been  very  unfortunate,  and  its  inauguration 
ill-judged ;  but  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  times,  and  I  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  letters  which  have  passed 
between  the  general  and  myself.  That  correspondence  speaks  for  itself. 
I  thonght,  with  the  officers  of  Hardee's  corps,  that  he  desired  an  opinion 
on  two  points.  Some  of  my  subordinate  commanders  had  thought,  and 
others  then  thought,  that  he  desired  us  to  reply  to  but  one.  As  he  de 
sired  us  to  consult  our  subordinates  before  answering,  the  difference  ot 
opinion  as  to  the  construction  of  his  note  made  it  plainly  proper  to  ask 
him  which  was  the  proper  construction.  To  have  this  was  necessary  to 
an  intelligible  and  satisfactory  reply.  It  will  be  seen  what  the  reply 
was,  which  made  my  final  answer  plain  and  easy.  I  think  it  would  not 
be  difficult  from  the  form  of  my  note  for  him  to  have  inferred  what  my 
answer  would  have  been  if  he  had  asked.  It  was  waived  and  declined. 
Under  the  ciix^nmstances  it  would  seem  to  have  been  natural  for  him  to 
desire  to  know  the  opinions  of  all,  as  he  had  been  forced  to  know  those 
of  half  of  his  subordinates  of  the  highest  grade,  but,  as  I  have  said,  it 
was  declined.  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  say  to  you  that  had  I  and  my  division 
commanders  been  asked  to  answer,  our  replies  would  have  coincided 
with  those  of  the  officers  of  the  other  corps.  You  have  known  my  opin- 
ions on  this  subject  since  my  visit  to  Richmond. 

I  have  only  to  add,  if  he  were  Napoleon  or  the  great  Frederick  he 
could  serve  our  cause  at  some  other  points  better  than  here.     My  opin 
ion  is  he  had  better  be  transferred,     1  remember  you  having  said,  speak 
ing  of  his  being  transferred  from  this  command,  "  I  can  make  good 
use  of  him  here  in  Richmond."     I  have  thought  that  the  best  disposi 
tion  for  him  and  for  the  service  of  the  army  that  could  be  made.     His 
capacity  for  organization  and  discipline,  which  has  not  been  equaled 
among  us,  could  be  used  by  you  at  headquarters  with  infinite  advantage 
to  the  whole  army. 

I  think,  too,  that  the  best  thing  to  be  done  in  supplying  his  place  would 
be  to  give  his  command  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston.  He  will  cure 
all  discontent  and  inspire  the  army  with  new  life  and  confidence.  He 
is  here  on  the  spot,  and  I  am  sure  will  be  content  to  take  it.  If  General 
Lee  can  command  the  principal  army  in  his  department  in  person  there 
is  no  reason  why  General  Johnston  should  not.  I  have,  therefore,  as  a 
general  officer  of  this  army,  speaking  in  behalf  of  my  associates,  to  ask. 
respectfully,  that  this  appointment  be  made,  and  I  beg  to  be  permitted 
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to  dc  this  urgently.  TLe  state  of  this  army  demands  immediate  atten- 
tion, and  its  povsition  before  the  enemy,  as  well  as  the  mind  of  its  troops 
and  commanders,  could  find  relief  in  no  way  so  readily  as  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston. 

I  send  this  by  mail,  and  will  send  copies  by  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieuten- 
ant Eichmond,  whom  I  send  to  Eichmond  on  business  with  the  departs- 
ment,  and  by  whom  I  also  send  my  report  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  In 
it  I  have  taken  care  that  the  presence  of  our  valued  Mend  on  that  field 
shall  not  be  ignored. 

I  remain,  faithfully,  your  friend, 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General^  Commanding. 

[Inolosore  No.  1.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma^  Tenn,^  January  11,  1863. 
Lieutenant-General  Polk, 

Commanding  PoWs  Corps,  AsJieville,  N,  C.  : 

General  :  Finding  myself  assailed  in  private  and  public  by  the  press, 
in  private  circles  by  officers  and  citizens,  for  the  movement  from  Mur- 
freesborough,  which  was  resisted  by  me  for  some  time  after  advised  by 
my  corps  and  division  commanders,  and  only  adopted  after  hearing  of 
the  enemy's  re-enforcements  by  large  numbers  from  Kentucky,  it  be- 
comes necessary  for  me  to  save  my  fair  name,  if  I  cannot  stop  the  deluge 
of  abuse,  which  will  destroy  my  usefulness  and  demoralize  this  army. 

It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  many  of  these  accusations  and 
insinuations  are  from  staff  officers  of  my  generals,  who  persistently 
assert  that  the  movement  was  made  against  the  opinion  and  advice  of 
their  chiefs,  and  while  the  enemy  was  in  full  retreat.  False  or  true,  the 
soldiers  have  no  means  of  judging  me  rightly  or  getting  the  facts,  and 
the  effect  on  them  will  be  the  same — a  loss  of  confidence,  and  a  conse- 
quent demoralization  of  the  whole  army.  It  is  only  through  my  gen- 
erals that  I  can  establish  the  facts  as  they  exist.  Unanimous  as  you 
were  in  council  in  verbally  advising  a  retrograde  movement,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  you  will  cheerfully  attest  the  same  in  writing.  I  desire  that 
you  will  consult  your  subordinate  commanders  and  be  candid  with  me, 
as  I  have  always  endeavored  to  prove  myself  with  you.  If  I  have  mis- 
understood your  advice,  and  acted  against  your  opinions,  let  me  know 
it,  in  justice  to  yourself.  If,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  the  victim  of  unjust 
accusations,  say  so,  and  unite  with  me  in  staying  the  malignant  slanders 
being  propagated  by  men  who  have  felt  the  sting  of  discipline. 

General  [E.  K.]  Smith  has  been  called  to  Eichmond,  it  is  supposed, 
with  a  view  to  supersede  me.  I  shall  retire  without  a  regret  if  I  find  I 
have  lost  the  good  opinion  of  my  generals,  upon  whom  I  have  ever  relied 
as  upon  a  foundation  of  rock. 

Your  early  attention  is  most  desirable,  and  is  urgently  solicited. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,* 

BEAXTON  BEAGG, 

General,  C,  8.  Army, 

P.  S. — I  inclose  copies  of  a  joint  note,  received  about  2  a.  m.,  from 
Major-Generals  Cheatham  and  Withers,  on  the  night  before  we  retired 
from  Murfreesborough  [No.  2],  with  Lieutenant-General  Polkas  indorse- 
ment [No.  3],  and  my  own  verbal  reply  to  Lieutenant  [W.  B.]  Eichmond, 
General  Polk's  aide-de-camp. 


*  Similar  letters  to  Breckinridge,  Cleburne,  Cheatham,  and 
replies,  see  "  Correspondence,  etc.,"  Part  II. 
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[Inclosure  No.  2.] 

Headquaeters  in  the  Field, 
Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  3,  1863 — 12.15  a.  m. 

General  BKAOa,  Commanding,  &g.  : 

General  :  We  deem  it  our  duty  to  say  to  you  frankly  that,  in  our  judg- 
ment, this  army  should  be  promptly  put  in  retreat.  You  have  but  three 
brigades  [divisions*]  that  are  at  all  reliable,  and  even  some  of  these  are 
more  or  less  demoralized  from  having  some  brigade  commanders  who  do 
not  possess  the  confidence  of  their  commands.  Such  is  our  opinion,  and 
we  deem  it  a  solemn  duty  to  express  it  to  you.  We  do  fear  great  disas 
ter  from  the  condition  of  things  now  existing,  and  think  it  should  be 
averted  if  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 
Major- General,  0.  8.  Army. 
J.  M.  WITHERS, 

Major- General, 

[Indorsement  No.  1.1 

January  3, 1863—1.30  a.  m. 

My  Dear  General  :  I  send  you  the  inclosed  paper,  as  requested,  and 
I  am  compelled  to  add  that  after  seeing  the  effect  of  the  operations  of  to- 
day, added  to  that  produced  upon  the  troops  by  the  battle  of  the  31st,  I 
very  greatly  fear  the  consequences  of  another  engagement  at  this  place 
in  the  ensuing  day.  We  could  now,  perhaps,  get  off'  with  some  safety 
and  some  credit,  if  the  affair  is  well  managed.  Should  we  fail  in  the 
meditated  attack,  the  consequences  might  be  very  disastrous. 

Hoping  you  may  be  guided  aright  in  whatever  determination  you  may 
reach,  I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant-  General, 

f Indorsement  No.  2.1 

1  gave  the  inclosed  note,  with  the  above  indorsement  on  it,  to  General 
Bragg  in  his  bed  at  2  a.  m.  After  reading  one-half  of  it,  he  said,  "  Say 
to  the  general  we  shall  maintain  our  position  at  every  hazard  " 

W.  B.  EICHMOND, 

Aide-de-Camp, 

[Inolosnre  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Polk's  Corps, 
Murfreeshorough,  Tenn.,  January  3,  1863 — 3  a.  m. 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 

Commanding  Hardeeh  Corps  : 

My  Dear  General  :  After  due  reflection,  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
make  the  following  indorsement  [I^o.  1]  upon  the  accompanying  note, 
signed  jointly  by  two  division  commanders,  Major-Generals  Cheatham 
and  Withers,  and  addressed  to  General  Bragg.  I  have  sent  the  note  and 
indorsement  to  General  Bragg  by  a  staff  officer,  whom  I  instructed  to 
await  any  reply  the  general  might  be  pleased  to  make.  After  reading 
them,  his  reply  was,  "  The  position  will  be  maintained  at  all  hazards." 
1  think  the  decision  of  the  general  unwise,  and,  am  compelled  to  add,  in 
a  high  degree.  I  shall,  of  course,  obey  his  orders  and  endeavor  to  do  my 
duty.    I  think  it  due  to  you  to  let  you  know  the  views  of  myself  and 

*See  Cheatham  and  Withers  to  Polk,  March  21, 1863,  p.  702. 
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my  two  divisioD  commanders,  especially  as  we  all  believe  the  conflict 
will  be  renewed  in  the  morning.  T^  insure  its  safe  conduct,  I  send  this 
by  a  staff  oflBcer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding. 

[Inclosore  No.  4.] 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  30,  1863. 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee : 

General  :  Your  circular  of  the  11th  instant  was  received  by  me  at 
Asheville,  N.  C,  on  the  17th  instant.  I  dispatched  you  immediately, 
saying  I  would  leave  for  your  headquarters  in  two  days  thereafter,  and 
would  furnish  you  the  reply  you  desired  on  my  arrival.  There  seemed 
to  be  two  points  of  inquiry  embraced  in  your  note  :  First,  whether  the 
corps  and  division  commanders  to  whom  it  is  addressed  were  willing  to 
give  you  a  statement  in  writing  of  the  opinions  and  counsel  which  they 
gave  you  verbally  as  to  the  retreat  from  Murfreesborough ;  second, 
whether  you  had  lost  the  confidence  of  your  general  officers  as  a  mili- 
tary commander.  From  the  structure  of  your  note  the  first  of  the  in- 
quiries appears  to  be  its  leading  object  j  the  second,  though  not  so  clearly 
and  separately  stated,  nevertheless  is.  to  my  mind,  plainly  indicated. 
Upon  inquiry,  I  find  this  indication  seems  not  to  have  been  so  clear 
to  the  mind  of  General  Cheatham  and  such  other  of  my  subordinate 
officers  as  responded  when  they  penned  their  replies,  and  since  in  your 
note  you  appeal  to  our  official  relations,  and  to  our  candor  for  a  frank 
expression  of  our  opinion,  I  feel,  to  avoid  being  placed  in  a  false  posi- 
tion, that  it  is  due  to  my  subordinate  officers  and  to  myself,  as  well  as 
to  you,  to  ask  whether  the  construction  I  put  upon  your  note  is  that  you 
design. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  POLK, 
Lieutenant- General,  Commanding, 

[Incloaore  No.  5.] 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  30, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General  Polk,  <fcc.  : 

General  :  I  hasten  to  reply  to  your  note  of  this  morning,  so  as  to  place 
you  beyond  all  doubt  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  mine  of  the  11th 
instant.  To  my  mind  that  circular  contained  but  one  point  of  inquiry, 
and  it  certainly  was  intended  to  contain  but  one,  and  that  was  to  ask  of 
my  corps  and  division  commanders  to  commit  to  writing  what  had  trans- 
pired between  us  in  regard  to  the  retreat  from  Murfreesborough.  1  be- 
lieved it  had  l)een  grossly  and  intentionally  misrepresented  (not  by  any 
one  of  them)  for  my  injury.  It  was  never  intended  by  me  that  this  should 
go  farther  than  the  parties  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  and  its  only  object 
was  to  relieve  my  mind  of  all  doubt,  while  I  secured  in  a  form  to  be  pre- 
served the  means  of  defense  in  the  future  when  discussion  might  be 
proper.  The  paragraph  relating  to  my  supersedure  was  only  an  expres- 
sion of  the  feeling  with  which  I  should  receive  your  replies  should  they 
prove  I  had  been  misled  in  my  construction  of  your  opinion  and  advice. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General^  CommandinQ. 
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[Inclosure  l^o.  6.] 

TuLL^HOMA,  Tenn.,  January  31,  1863. 
General  Bragg: 

General  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  the  30th,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
same  date.  In  it  you  say  you  designed  your  circular  should  contain  but 
one  point  of  inquiry,  and  that  was  whether  your  corps  and  division  com- 
manders would  give  you  for  future  reference  a  statement  of  what  trans- 
pired between  us  in  regard  to  the  retreat  from  Murfreesborough.  I  have, 
therefore,  now  to  say  that  the  opinions  and  counsel  which  I  gave  you  on 
that  subject  prior  to  the  retreat  are  those  fchat  are  embodied  in  my  in 
dorsement  of  the  note  of  my  division  commanders  (Generals  Cheathaiii 
and  Withers)  of  January  3,*  which  are  in  your  possession,  and  1  have  to 
add  that  they  were  deliberately  considered,  and  are  such  as  I  would  give 
again  under  the  same  circumstances. 
Respectfully,  your  servant, 

L.  POLK, 
♦  •  Lieutenant- General^  Commanding, 


[Addenda.] 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  March  21,  1863. 
Lieutenant-General  Polk, 

Commanding  Corps^  Army  of  Tennessee  : 

General  :  To-day  for  the  first  we  feel  assured  of  a  verbal  mistake 
having  been  committed  in  the  note  addressed  by  us  through  you  to  the 
general  commanding,  bearing  date  "  Headquarters  in  the  Field,  Mur- 
freesborough, Tenn.,  Januarys,  1863 — 12.15  a.  m.^'t  The  second  sen- 
tence, beginning  "  You  have  but  three  brigades,"  should  have  been 
You  have  but  three  divisions,  &c.  We  make  this  correction  simply  to 
place  ourselves  right,  not  that  we  consider  the  mistake  of  writing  bri- 
gades when  we  purposed  and  believed  we  had  written  divisions  either 
did  or  should  have  altered  the  determination  at  last  arrived  [reached?]. 
Will  you,  general,  do  us  the  justice  to  transmit  this  explanation  to  the 
general  commanding,  and  oblige,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

B..F.  CHEATHAM, 
Major- General^  C.  8.  Army, 
J.  M.  WITHEES, 

Major-  General, 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  April  2,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Leonid  as  Polk, 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.: 

General  :  I  have  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  thank  you  for 
the  explanations  you  give  me.  I  never  supposed  that  you  intended  the 
construction  to  be  placed  on  that  part  of  your  report  which  I  feared 
might  be. 

Still,  I  apprehend  that  many  persons,  not  reading  critically,  may  infer 
that  I  was  responsible  for  the  failure  to  gain  a  complete  victory,  since 
it  is  stated  that  four  of  my  brigades  were  ordered  to  report  to  you ;  tJiat 
they  came  in  detachments  of  two  each,  at  long  intervals,  and  too  late 
to  accomplish  the  result,  which  would  have  been  the  utter  rout  of  the 
enemy  if  they  had  arrived  in  time. 

Many  may  say,  since  I  was  ordered  to  report  four  brigades  to  you, 
how  did  it  happen  that  they  came  in  two  detachments,  the  first  two 

*  Sei  Ind<>r8ement  No.  1,  p.  700.  t  See  Inclosure  No.  2,  p.  700. 
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hours  after  the  time,  and  the  other  still  an  hour  later,  when  their  timely 
arrival  would  have  changed  the  face  of  affairs  ? 

It  occurs  to  me  that  the  inference  will  be  unfavorable  to  my  conduct, 
although  not  conclusive  against  me.  Of  course,  you  could  not  know 
when  I  received  the  orders,  nor  with  what  alacrity  I  obeyed  them,  ex- 
cept from  my  own  report.  All  I  could  request  would  be  the  exclusion 
of  an  inference  that,  in  obeying  an  order  to  report  to  you  with  four  bri- 
gades, I  had  delayed  two  hours  with  half  the  force,  and  three  hours 
with  the  remainder.  The  question,  as  it  affects  me  personally,  is  not, 
did  the  brigadeg  arrive  too  late  for  the  opportune  moment,  but,  is  it 
inferable  from  the  report  that  I  was  responsible  for  it.  If  an  erroneous 
construction  is  placed  on  your  report,  it  may  work  me  great  injury,  since 
it  will  be  read  by  many  thousands  through  the  Confederacy. 

With  the  kindness  and  frankness  which  has  always  marked  your  inter- 
course with  me,  you  say  that  if  it  had  occurred  to  you  that  this  construe 
tion  might  be  put  upon  your  language,  you  would  have  so  shaped  it  as 
to  make  such  an  interpretation  impossible,  and  that,  if  I  think  it  of  any 
importance  to  me,  you  will  endeavor  to  have  the  correction  made  before 
your  report  is  printed. 

Under  the  circumstances  that  surround  me,  it  will  be  grateful  to  my 
feelings  if  you  can,  in  the  way  you  deem  best,  exclude  the  construction 
to  which  I  have  referred. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JOHN  C.  BEEGKINEIDGE. 


Headquarters  Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

June  15,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  /Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  The  reports  of  General  Polk,  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  General 
Bragg,  of  Perryville,  and  Bragg  and  Breckinridge,  of  Murfreesborough, 
have  appeared  in  the  public  papers,  and,  it  was  understood,  by  permis- 
sion of  the  War  Department. 

The  large  body  of  Tennessee  troops  serving  under  General  Polk  were 
anxious  to  see  his  report  of  the  battles  of  Murfreesborough  and  Perry- 
ville, and  as  there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  the  Government  would 
object  to  granting  permission  for  the  publication  of  these  reports,  which 
has  been  accorded  in  the  case  of  those  of  other  general  officers,  and  as 
many  errors  appeared  in  the  copy  of  General  Polkas  report  of  Shiloh,  I 
sent  to  the  gentleman  through  whom  these  reports  were  being  pub- 
lished in  the  Knoxville  Register,  its  Richmond  correspondent,  ''  S.  L.,"  a 
corrected  copy  of  General  Polk's  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough, 
and  wrote  him,  under  date  of  May  5,  as  follows : 

I  send  you  a  carefully  revised  copy  of  General  Polk's  report  of  the  battle  of  Mur- 
freesborough. *  »  *  This  report  is  sent  you  predicated  on  the  supposition  that  its 
publication  has  been  authorized,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  will  give  you  access 
to  the  originals  in  the  Department.  Should  he,  however,  refuse,  you  will  not,  of 
course,  use  the  report. 

The  publication  not  appearing,  I  asked  Mr.  B.  B.  Minor  to  call  at  the 
War  Office  and  see  if  there  was  any  objection  to  its  publication.  This 
he  did,  and  I  am  this  morning  in  receipt  of  a  note  from  him  saying : 

I  find  objections  are  entertained  to  the  publication  of  the  reports  of  the  battles  of 
Perryville  and  Murfreesborough.  It  is  now  under  advisement  whether  to  publish  them 
prior  to  and  outside  of  the  usual  mode.     No  access  will  be  allowed  to  them  at  present. 

In  the  mean  time,  since  Mr.  Minor  left  these  headquarters  for  Rich- 
mond, the  Knoxville  Register,  of  the  6th,  announced  that  it  would,  the 


704  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXIL 

next  day,  publish  General  Polk's  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesbor- 
ough,  which  had  been  forwarded  by  its  Eichmond  correspondent,  *^S. 
L,"  the  party  to  whom  the  corrected  copy  had  been  sent,  and  the  report 
was  accordingly  published,  as  inclosed.  I  have  thought  it  due  to  my- 
self and  to  General  Polk  to  make  these  statements  to  the  Department, 
in  explanation  of  the  appearance  of  the  report. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry,  received 
the  following  dispatch  from  the  editor  of  the  Eegister : 

I  had  no  express  authority  of  the  Government  for  publishing  General  Polk's  re- 
port, but  as  my  correspondent  at  Richmond  had  been  allowed  access  to  ofiQcial  copies 
of  the  other  reports,  and  it  expressed  no  disapproval  of  their  publication,  I  inferred  its 
consent. 

J.  A.  SPERRY. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  EICHMOND, 

Aidede-Camp. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Minor,  in  his  communication,  informs  me  that  no  supple 
mentary  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough  had  been  received  at 
the  War  Department.    Such  a  report  was  made  and  forwarded  to  your 
office,  and  this  postscript  is  added  in  explanation  of  its  publication  with 
the  main  report. 

[Indorsement.! 

The  explanation  of  this  publication  is  little  satisfactory.  Express 
authority  of  the  Department  should  be  obtained  before  the  copy  of  any 
official  paper  is  intrusted  to  the  agents  of  the  press,  who  are  under  a 
strong  temptation  to  publish  as  news  whatever  may  be  interesting  to 
their  readers. 

J.  A.  S., 
Secretary. 


No.  193. 


Reports  of  Maj,  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Cheatham^  C.  8.  Armyj  commanding 

First  Division. 

Headquarters  Cheatham's  Division, 

Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Shelhyville,  Tenn,,  February  20,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  this 
division  in  the  battles  before  Murfreesborough,  commencing  on  Decem- 
ber 30,  1862,  and  ending  on  January  3,  1863: 

The  division  is  composed  of  the  following  brigades  and  batteries: 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  S.  Donelson's  brigade:  Sixteenth  Eegiment  Tennessee 
Volunteers,  Col.  John  H.  Savage;  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  Tennessee 
Volunteers,  Col.  John  C.  Carter;  Fifty-first  Regiment  Tennessee  Volun- 
teers, Col.  John  Chester;  Eighth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col. 
W.  L.  Moore;  Eighty -fourth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  S.  S. 
Stanton;  Capt.  W.  W.  Carnes'  light  battery. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart's  brigade :  Fourth  and  Fifth  Regiments  Ten- 
nessee Volunteers,  Col.  O.  F.  Strahl;  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Tennessee 
Volunteers,  Col.  H.  L.  W.  Bratton ;  Thirty-first  and  Thirty-third  Regi- 
ments Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  E.  E.  Tansil;  Nineteenth  Regiment 
Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  F.  M.  Walker;  Capt.  T.  J.  Stanford's  light 
battery. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Maney's  brigade :  First  Regiment  Tennessee  Vol 
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unteers,  Col.  H.  E.  Feildj  Fourth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col 
J.  A.  McMurrj^;  Sixth  and  Ninth  Eegiments  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col. 
C.  S.  Hurt;  Capt.  Frank  Maney's  company  of  sharpshooters;  Capt 
[then  Lieut.]  W.  B.  Turner's  light  battery  (Mississippi). 

Brig.  Gen.  Preston  Smith's  brigade:  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth 
Senior  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  [M.  Magev- 
ney,  jr.] ;  Thirteenth  Kegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  A.  J.  Vaughan, 
[jr.;]  Forty  sev^enth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Major  [Thomas  E. 
Shearon];  Twenty-ninth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  [Maj.  John  B. 
Johnson;]  Ninth  Texas  Infantry,  Col.  W.  H.  Young;  Captain  [P.  T.] 
Allin's  company  of  sharpshooters;  Capt.  W.  L.  Scott's  light  battery. 

On  December  26,  General  Maney's  brigade,  being  on  outpost  duty  at 
Stewart's  Creek,  hearing  heavy  firing  in  front,  was  moved  forward  by 
General  Maney  to  La  Vergue,  5  miles  toward  Nashville,  where  he  came 
in  sight  of  the  enemy  advancing,  who  encamped  that  night  3  miles  be- 
yond La  Vergne.  After  a  consultation  with  General  Wheeler,  who  was 
stationed  at  this  advanced  post  with  his  cavalry  brigade,  they  advised 
the  commander-in-chief  that  a  general  advance  of  the  enemy  had  com- 
menced. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  enemy  again  commenced  his  advance, 
our  troops,  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  skirmishing  constantly  with  the 
enemy,  and  gradually  falling  back,  the  infantry  that  night  halting  at 
Overall's  Creek,  and  next  day  falling  back  to  Murfreesborough. 

On  Monday  morning,  at  daylight,  the  command  (having  the  day  pre 
vious  cooked  three  days'  rations,  struck  their  tents,  loaded  their  wagon* 
and  sent  them  to  the  rear)  commenced  crossing  Stone's  Eiver,  and  formec 
line  of  battle  in  the  following  order,  from  right  to  left:  First  Brigade, 
Brigadier-General  Donelsou  commanding;  Second  Brigade,  Brigadier- 
General  Stewart  commanding ;  Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Maney 
commanding;  Fourth  Brigade,  Col.  A.  J.  Vaughan,  [jr.,]  commanding, 
the  line  extending  from  the  Nashville  Eailroad,  on  the  right,  to  Frank- 
lin road,  on  the  left.  My  division  was  formed  from  500  to  800  yards  in 
rear  of  Major-General  Withers'  division,  and  was  the  supporting  force 
to  that  division,  which  formed  the  front  line  of  Polk's  corps. 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  the  middle  of  the  day  on  Tues- 
day, when,  the  enemy  having  commenced  deploying  and  forming  his 
lines  in  our  front,  heavy  skirmishing  was  commenced  between  the  op- 
posing forces  and  continued  to  increase  until  near  sunset,  when,  the 
enemy  having  established  his  lines  as  far  to  his  right  as  the  Triune  road, 
where  my  left  rested,  in  a  dense  cedar  thicket,  and  more  than  300  yards 
in  front  of  Colonel  Loomis'  brigade,  the  firing  became  very  heavy.  In 
the  mean  time  Eobertson's  battery,  which  had  been  placed  in  position  in 
the  Triune  road,  supported  in  rear  by  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth 
Tennessee  Eegiment,  which  I  had  detached  from  Colonel  Vaughan's 
brigade  for  that  special  duty,  opened  upon  the  enemy  a  heavy  fire, 
which  was  promptly  answered  by  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  In  a 
short  time  afterward,  three  of  the  enemy's  regiments  made  a  dash  on 
Eobertson's  battery,  but  were  repulsed  by  a  few  rounds  of  canister  from 
the  battery  and  a  well-directed  volley  of  musketry  from  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty -fourth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers  and  two  Alabama  regi- 
ments on  Colonel  Loomis'  left,  after  losing  quite  a  number  in  killed 
and  wounded.  During  this  engagement  Captain  Eobertson  had  14  men 
wounded  and  several  killed,  and  one  ammunition  chest  blown  up  by  the 
explosion  of  a  shell  from  the  enemy.  The  One  hundred  and  fifty -fourth 
Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers  lost  considerably  in  this  engagement, 
but  behaved  themselves  most  gallantly.  The  enemy's  batteries  kept  up 
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a  continual  shelling  until  quite  dark.    The  loss  in  Loomis'  and  Yaughan's 
brigades  and  Kobertson's  battery  was  over  76. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  attack  was  commenced 
on  our  extreme  left  by  Major- General  McCown's  division,  supported  by 
Maior-General  Cleburne's  division,  of  Lieu  tenant-General  Hardee's  corps, 
the  plan  of  the  battle  being  that  the  attack  should  be  made  by  brigades, 
each  advancing  to  the  front,  attacking  the  enemy's  lines,  then  wheeling 
to  the  right  to  take  him  in  flank,  to  be  followed  up  in  like  manner  from 
left  to  right. 

At  7  o'clock  Colonel  Loomis'  brigade,  in  the  front  line,  was  ordered  to 
the  attack,  and  being  not  more  than  300  yards  from  the  enemy's  lines, 
was  immediately  engaged.  His  command  had  to  cross  an  open  woods 
and  a  corn-field  in  order  to  reach  the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  posted 
in  a  cedar  wood.  He  made  a  gallant  dash,  but  after  reaching  near  the 
woods  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  his  original  position,  where  the 
command  was  soon  reorganized  under  my  own  superintendence. 

In  the  mean  time  the  supporting  brigade  under  Colonel  Vaughan  had 
advanced  over  the  same  ground  and  attacked  the  enemy  furiously, 
driving  him  away  from  and  capturing  two  of  his  guns,  but  was  forced 
to  give  orders  to  his  command  to  fall  back,  on  account  of  the  murderous 
fire  being  poured  into  his  front,  and  particularly  a  raking  fire  that  was 
turned  upon  him  from  his  right,  completely  enfilading  his  lines.  They, 
however,  retired  in  good  order,  and  in  a  few  moments  after  being  re- 
formed were  again  sent  forward  by  me,  with  instructions  to  bear  some- 
what to  the  right,  so  as  partially  to  avoid  the  heavy  wood. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Ninth  Texas  Regiment,  under  the  command  of 
that  gallant  officer^  Col.  W.  H.  Young,  who  did  not  hear  the  order,  be- 
came detached  and  was  farther  to  the  left.  It  remained  in  the  woods 
and  continued  to  fight  the  enemy,  and  at  last  charged  them  on  their 
flank  and  drove  them  from  the  woods  on  their  entire  right,  losing  very 
heavily.  In  the  first  assault  made  by  Colonel  Loomis'  brigade  that 
officer  was  so  wounded  by  the  falling  of  a  limb  cut  from  a  tree  that  he  had 
to  turn  over  the  command  to  the  next  senior  officer  (Colonel  Coltart). 
The  brigade  suffered  very  severely  in  this  charge.  Colonel  Vaughan's 
brigade  also  suffered  very  severely  in  its  desperate  charge  against  the 
same  stronghold.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  Morgan  and  Major  [Peter  H.]  Cole, 
both  of  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  were  mortally 
wounded ;  also  a  very  large  number  of  officers  and  men. 

At  about  8  o'clock,  Colonel  Manigault's  brigade  moved  out  and  at- 
tacked the  enemy  direcrly  in  his  front.  He  met  with  very  strong  resist- 
ance, and  after  Colonel  Loomis  was  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  the 
enemy's  fire  turned  upon  his  left  flank,  enfilading  his  lines,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  retire.  He,  however,  soon  rallied  his  command,  made  another 
gallant  attack,  and  was  forced  to  fall  back  a  second  time.  At  this  junc- 
ture General  Maney's  brigade  came  up  and  took  position  on  the  left  ol 
Manigault's,  when  they  moved  forward  and  took  position  facing  toward 
the  Wilkinson  pike,  near  the  Harding  house,  when  two  batteries  of  the 
enemy  opened  upon  them,  one  of  them  in  the  woods  on  Manigault's 
right,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  Wilkinson  pike ;  the  other  on  the  east 
side  of  the  pike.  At  this  place  I  came  up  with  Colonel  Vaughan's  bri- 
gade. General  Maney  had  placed  Captain  [Lieutenant]  Turner's  bat- 
tery of  Napoleon  guns  in  position  near  the  brick-kiln,  which  in  a  short 
time  silenced  the  battery  on  the  east  side  of  the  road.  Colonel  Mani- 
gault  assailed  the  one  in  the  woods  with  two  regiments,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  capturing  it.  Having  made  my  dispositions,  I  ordered  Colo- 
nel Vaughan  to  move  forward  with  his  brigade,  and  take  position  on 
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General  Cleburne's  right,  which  was  in  the  woods  to  my  front  and  left. 
General  Maney  and  Colonel  Manigault  I  accompanied  across  the  Wil- 
kinson pike,  just  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery  last  mentioned,  which 
the  enemy  had  abandoned  on  our  approach.  The  one  in  the  woods  to 
our  right  was  also  abandoned,  most  of  the  horses  having  been  so  dis- 
abled that  the  guns  could  not  be  removed.  After  crossing  the  Wilkin- 
son pike,  I  rode  forward  to  the  cedar  brake  toward  the  Nashville  pike, 
where  I  found  General  Stewart's  brigade  hotly  engaging  the  enemy. 
He  captured  three  of  his  guns,  drove  him  through  the  woods  and  be- 
yond the  field  to  the  iJ^ashville  pike.  During  this  encounter.  Colonel 
Bratton,  of  the  Twenty -fourth  Tennessee  Volunteers,  a  most  gallant 
officer,  was  killed.  Colonel  Yaughan  advanced  with  Cleburne's  divis- 
ion, fighting  and  driving  the  enemy  until  he  reached  the  Nashville  pike, 
when  the  enemy's  fire  became  so  heavy  he  was  forced  to  retire,  after 
having  again  driven  the  enemy  from  two  of  his  guns.  Late  in  the  even- 
ing I  placed  him  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  in  the  rear  of  General  Cleburne's 
division,  with  instructions  to  remain  there  until  further  orders.  This 
brigade  acted  most  gallantly  during  the  entire  day,  having  had  two 
terrible  engagements,  losing  705  men  out  of  1,813. 

About  10  o'clock  General  Done)  son's  brigade  was  ordered  forward  to 
the  support  of  General  Chalmers'  brigade,  which  had  been  partially 
driven  back.  General  Donelson  pressed  forward  through  the  open  field 
in  front  of  the  burnt  house,  under  a  terrific  fire  of  twenty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery and  a  heavy  infantry  force.  Colonel  Savage's  regiment  (Sixteenth 
Tennessee)  and  three  companies  of  the  Fifty-first  Tennessee  passed  to 
the  right  of  the  house,  extending  to  the  river  on  the  right;  the  remain 
der  of  the  Fifty -first,  with  the  Eighth  and  Thirty- third  Regiments, 
passing  to  the  left  of  the  house,  advanced,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  in- 
fantry, toward  the  south  end  of  the  cedar  brake.  During  this  advance 
Colonel  Moore,  of  the  Eighth  Tennessee,  had  his  horse  killed  under 
him,  and  in  a  few  moments  afterward  that  gallant  officer  fell,  dead, 
having  been  shot  through  the  heart  by  a  minie  ball.  The  Eighth  Ten- 
nessee Regiment,  now  under  the  command  of  its  gallant  lieutenant- 
colonel,  John  H.  Anderson,  dashed  forward  into  the  cedar  brake,  drove 
the  enemy  before  them,  charged  and  captured  a  battery,  and,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Thirty-eighth  and  seven  comfjanies  of  the  Fifty-first. 
Tennessee  Regiments,  fought  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  south  end 
of  the  brake,  through  the  open  field  to  his  reserves  on  the  Nashville 
pike,  capturing  from  GOO  to  700  prisoners.  Colonel  Savage,  of  the  Six- 
teenth Tennessee,  advanced  beyond  the  burnt  house  (Cowan),  and  took 
position  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  for  three  hours  held  the  col- 
umns of  infantry  in  his  front  in  check,  and  when,  after  the  arrival  of 
General  Adams'  brigade,  he  withdrew  his  regiment,  he  left  30  dead  men 
in  the  line  he  had  occupied.  The  loss  of  this  regiment  was  207  out  of 
402,  being  over  one-half.  The  Eighth  Tennessee,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Anderson,  lost  306  men  and  officers  out  of  472,  which  shows 
what  they  had  to  contend  against.  The  other  regiments  of  this  brigade 
suffered  nearly  as  badly. 

As  soon  as  [it  was]  discovered  that  our  advanced  line  had  been  checked, 
I  immediately  commenced  forming  a  double  line  of  infantry  in  the  cedar 
brake,  in  order  to  resist  any  movement  the  enemy  might  make  against 
us.  General  Stewart's  brigade  being  in  the  advance,  was  first  aligned. 
General  Maney's  brigade  was  formed  on  its  left,  and  Colonel  Loomis' 
on  its  right,  with  Generals  Donelson's,  Preston's,  Adams',  and  Mani- 
gault's  brigades  in  the  rear  line.  General  McCowu  formed  his  division 
on  the  left  of  General  Maney.    In  this  position  they  remained  until 
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night,  a  great  portion  of  the  time  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy^s 
artillery. 

On  Friday  morning  the  brigades  of  Generals  Preston  and  Adams  were 
withdrawn,  when  the  lines  were  reformed  and  straightened,  and  Smith's 
brigade  was  brought  forward  and  placed  in  the  lines,  he  having  arrived 
and  taken  command  on  Thursday. 

On  Wednesday  there  was  but  little  done  by  my  artillery,  on  account 
of  the  impossibility  of  advancing  it  through  the  cedars  and  pedregal  on 
my  left.  Captain  [Lieutenant]  Turner's  battery  was  brought  into  action 
on  that  day  by  General  Mauey  and  did  good  service. 

On  Friday  and  Saturday  Captains  Stanford,  Scott,  Carnes,  and  [Lieu- 
tenant] Turner  did  excellent  service  with  their  guns,  which  had  been 
advanced  up  the  railroad  by  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk.  Lieu- 
tenant [A.  A.]  Hardin,  of  Captain  Stanford's  battery,  with  one  section, 
was  sent  to  the  assistance  of  Colonel  Manigault  on  Tuesday,  and,  while 
gallantly  working  his  rifled  pieces,  was  killed  by  a  round  shot. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  1  o'clock,  preparations  having  been  previously 
made,  my  command  brought  up  the  rear  as  the  army  slowly  fell  back 
toward  Shelbyville. 

Although  my  division  was  originally  placed  in  the  second  line  as  a 
supporting  force,  it  was  not  long  before  it  was  all  under  fire  and  hotly 
engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  each  brigade  did 
good  service.  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  to  express  my  thanks 
for  the  fortitude  with  which  they  bore  the  hardships  and  their  gallant, 
soldier-like  bearing  during  the  eight  trying  days  they  were  in  line  of 
battle,  and  most  of  the  time  under  fire. 

A  list  of  casualties  of  my  command  is  herewith  inclosed,  the  loss  being 
277  killed,  1,597  wounded,  and  65  missing.    Total,  1,939.* 

My  staff  with  me  on  the  field — Maj.  John  Ingram,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  ;  Maj.  Joseph  Vaulx,  [jr.,]  assistant  inspector-general  j  Maj. 
George  V.  Young,  chief  quartermaster  j  Maj.  B.  J.  Butler,  chief  of  sub- 
sistence ;  Maj.  J.  A.  Cheatham,  chief  of  ordnance;  Lieut.  J.  G.  Mann, 
engineer  officer,  and  Lieut.  A.  L.  Robertson,  aide-de-camp — all  managed 
their  separate  departments  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

Capt.  Robert  L.  Weakly,  who  was  badly  wounded,  and  Lieutenant 
[J.  H.]  Marsh,  of  the  artillery ;  Lieut.  Thomas  [H.]  Henderson,  adjutant 
of  the  Sixth  Tennessee ;  Capt.  R.  A.  Alston,  of  South  Carolina,  and 
Capt.  J.  Webb  Smith,  volunteer  aides-de-camp,  all  behaved  gallantly, 
and  did  good  service  in  transmitting  orders  over  the  extensive  field  of 
operations  during  the  day. 

Maj.  F.  H.  MclSTairy,  my  aide-de-camp,  who  had  accompanied  me  on  all 
previous  battle-fields,  was,  unfortunately,  absent,  having  been  severely 
wounded  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  pistol  at  Knoxville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  I 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM,  f 

Maj.  Ge7i.,  Gomdg.  Cheatham'' s  Div.j  PoWs  Corps^  Army  of  Tenn. 

Maj,  Thomas  M.  Jack, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General.  I 

Headquarters  Cheatham's  Division, 

Shelbyville.,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters,  the  follow 
ing  report  of  the  number  of  officers  and  men  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 

•*  S<ee  totals  in  tftbalated  statement,  p.  677. 


Chap.  XXXH.] 


THE  STONE'S  RIVER  CAMPAIGN. 


709 


ing  in  the  recent  engagement  near  Murlreesborough,  Tenn.,  is  respect- 
fully submitted: 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Missing. 
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Donelson's 
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55 
19 
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533 
311 
151 

16 
2 

8 

700 

Stewart's - 

399 

M&ney's 

193 

Smith's 

7 

98 

48 

516 

3 

35 

707 

Total* 

28 

270 

125 

1,511 

4 

61 

1,999 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 
Major- General,  Commanding, 


[IncloBore.] 


Report  of  officers  and  men  actually  engaged  in  the  "battle  of  Murfreesborough,  in  CheatTiam-a 

division. 


Command. 


Donelson's  brigade : 
8th  Tennessee. 
16th  Tennessee. 
38th  Tennessee. 
51st  Tennessee. 
Games'  battery 


Total. 


Stewart's  brigade  • 

4th  and  5th  Tennessee. 

19th  Tennessee 

24th  Tennessee 

31st  and  33d  Tennessee 
Stanford's  battery 


Total. 


Maney's  brigade : 

1st  and  27th  Tennessee 

4th  Tennessee  (Confederate) . 

6th  and  9th  Tennessee 

Maney's  Sharpshooters 

Smith's  battery 


Total. 


Smith's  brigade : 

12th  Tennessee 

13th  Tennessee 

29th  Tennessee 

47th  Tennessee 

154th  Tennessee  (senior) 

9th  Texas 

Allin's  Sharpshooters . . . 
Scott's  battery ., 


Total. 


Grand  total 

Less  30  men  from  each  regiment,  as  infirmary  detail 


s 


38 
24 
20 
23 
5 


110 


41 
32 
31 
34 

4 


142 


23 

34 

38 

3 

3 


101 


25 
16 
30 
16 
25 
24 
3 
4 


143 


496 


436 
383 
262 
270 
68 


1,419 


417 
348 
313 
345 
70 


1,493 


434 

337 

374 

58 

78 


1,281 


297 
236 

224 
247 
253 
299 

47 
77 


1,680 


5,873 


i 

b£ 


474 
407 
282 
293 
73 


1,529 


458 
380 
344 
379 

74 


1,635 


457 

371 

412 

61 

81 


1,  382 


322 
252 
254 
263 
278 
323 
50 
81 


1,823 


6,369 
510 


5,859 


Respectfolly  submitted. 


Total  loss,  1,939.    Loss,  35  per  cent 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 
Major-General,  Oommanding  Division. 


*  But  see  tabulated  statement  on  p.  677,  agreeing  with  totals  given  above. 
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Ko.  194. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen,  Daniel  S,  Bonelson,  C,  8.  Army  commanding  First 

Brigade. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Shelby ville,  Tenn.,  January  20,  1863. 

T  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  First  Bri 
gade  in  the  late  engagement  with  the  enemy  before  Murfreesborough. 

The  brigade  was  composed  of  the  following  regiments  and  battery, 
viz :  The  Sixteenth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  John  H.  Sav- 
age ;  the  Thirty-eighth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  John  O. 
Carter;  the  Fifty-first  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  John  Ches- 
ter; the  Eighth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  TV.  L.  Moore; 
Eighty-fourth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Col.  S.  S.  Stanton,  and 
Captain  Carnes'  battery.  The  Eighty  fourth  Eegiment,  being  a  new 
and  very  small  regiment,  was  assigned  to  my  command  on  the  morning 
of  December  29,  1862,  only  two  days  before  the  battle. 

In  obedience  to  orders,  the  tents  were  struck  and  the  wagons  packed 
and  sent  to  the  rear  Sunday  night,  27th  ultimo. 

At  daylight  Monday  morning  the  brigade  was  moved  to  and  assumed 
its  line  of  battle,  which  was  second  and  supporting  to  the  first  line  of 
battle,  two  companies  of  Colonel  Savage's,  the  right  regiment,  extending 
across  the  railroad,  and  Colonel  Carter's,  the  left  regiment,  across  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  its  left  resting  on  the  right  of  General  Stewart's  brigade. 
This  line  of  battle,  with  General  Chalmers'  brigade  in  front,  which  mine 
was  to  support,  was  formed  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  about  300  yards  in 
a  southeast  direction  from  the  white  house,  known  as  Mrs.  James'.  That 
position  was  retained  under  an  occasional  shelling,  with  but  few  casual- 
ties, until  dark  Tuesday  evening,  when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Polk,  the  brigade  was  moved  forward  to  the  front  line,  to 
relieve  General  Chalmers'  brigade,  which  had  already  held  that  position 
three  days  and  nights.  Before  day  the  brigade  returned  to  its  proper 
position,  and  General  Chalmers'  brigade  resumed  its  place  on  the  front 
line. 

During  the  night  a  general  order  from  General  Bragg  was  received 
directing  a  vigorous  and  persistent  attack  at  daylight  by  our  left  wing  on 
the  right  of  the  enemy,  the  whole  of  both  lines  conforming  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  left  wing,  gradually  wheeling  and  attacking  the  enemy  as 
soon  as  the  advance  of  the  left  wing  should  justify  it.  Orders  were 
received  from  Lieutenant- General  Polk  directing  me  to  conform  the 
movements  of  my  brigade  to  those  of  General  Chalmers'  brigade,  always 
keeping  in  close  supporting  distance— about  2,000  feet  in  rear— and  to 
supi)ort  it  promptly  when  ordered.  Orders  also  came  from  Major-Gen- 
eral  Cheatham  directing  me  to  obey  any  orders  which  I  might  receive 
from  Major  General  Withers,  who  gave  me  orders  similar  to  those  re- 
ceived from  Lieutenant- General  Polk. 

In  obedience  to  the  foregoing  orders,  I  moved  my  brigade,  except 
Stanton's  regiment,  forward  at  10 o'clock  Wednesday  morning,  December 
31  (the  right  being  the  directing  regiment  and  the  railroad  the  line  of 
direction),  until  it  reached  the  front  line,  from  which  General  Chalmers' 
brigade  had  started,  where  it  was  halted  until  orders  should  be  received 
to  advance  to  the  support  of  General  Chalmers.  From  the  moment  1 
moved  from  my  first  position  in  the  morning  until  dark  that  night  my 
brigade  was  constantly  under  the  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's 
batteries,  and  it  sustained  more  or  less  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  on 


Chap.  XXXTT.]  THE  STONe's  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  711 

every  part  of  the  field  to  which  it  was  assigned  for  duty.    This  ac.  ounts 
to  some  extent  for  the  heavy  loss  it  sustained. 

Colonel  Stanton's  regiment,  being  a  new  and  small  one,  and  having 
received  its  arms  only  the  day  before,  I  deemed  it  best  to  leave  it  in  the 
rear,  in  support  of  Captain  Carnes'  battery,  and  I  consequently  gave  the 
requisite  orders  for  that  purpose. 

The  brigade  had  occupied  its  position  along  the  front  line  (behind 
Chalmers'  breastworks)  only  a  few  minutes,  when,  General  Chalmers 
having  received  a  severe  wound,  his  brigade  was  broken  and  the  greater 
part  of  it  fell  back  in  disorder  and  confusion.  Under  orders  from  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Polk,  I  immediately  advanced  my  brigade  to  its  support, 
and,  indeed,  its  relief,  under  a  shower  of  shot  and  shell  of  almost  every 
description.  During  this  advance  my  horse  was  shot  under  me,  from 
which,  and  another  wound  received  at  the  Co  wan, house,  he  died  during 
the  day.  In  advancing  upon  and  attacking  the  enemy  under  such  a  fire, 
my  brigade  found  it  impossible  to  preserve  its  alignment,  because  of  the 
walls  of  the  burnt  house  known  as  Cowan's  and  the  yard  and  garden 
fence  and  picketing  left  standing  around  and  about  it ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  Savage's  regiment,  with  three  companies  of  Chester's  regiment, 
wentto  the  right  of  the  Cow  an  house,  and  advanced  upon  the  enemy  until 
they  were  checked  by  three  batteries  of  the  enemy,  with  a  heavy  in- 
fantry support,  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  while  the  other 
two  regiments  (Carter's  and  Moore's),  with  seven  companies  of  Chester's 
regiment,  went  to  the  left  of  that  house  through  a  most  destructive 
cross-fire,  both  of  artillery  and  small-arms,  driving  the  enemy  and  sweep- 
ing everything  before  them  until  they  arrived  at  the  open  field  beyond 
the  cedar  brake,  in  a  northwest  direction  from  the  Cowan  house,  when, 
having  exhausted  their  ammunition,  they  retired  to  the  Wilkinson  pike 
in  order  to  reform  their  regiments  and  replenish  their  cartridge-boxes. 
The  two  regiments  and  seven  companies  that  went  to  the  left  of  the 
Cowan  house  charged,  drove,  and  pursued  the  enemy  very  rapidly,  load- 
ing and  firing  as  they  advanced,  and  did  great  execution. 

In  the  charge  immediately  upon  entering  the  woods  after  leaving  the 
Cowan  house,  we  had  to  deplore  the  loss  of  Col.  W.  L.  Moore,  of  the 
Eighth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  when  the  command  of  the  reg- 
iment devolved  upon  the  gallant  Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Anderson,  who 
proved  himself  fully  equal  to  the  responsible  post  he  had  been  so  sud- 
denly called  upon  to  assume.  Colonel  Moore's  horse  was  killed  under  and 
fell  upon  him.  Disengaging  himself  as  soon  as  possible,  he  advanced  on 
foot  with  his  regiment  only  a  short  distance  when  he  was  shot  through 
the  heart  and  instantly  killed.  His  fate  was  that  which,  if  he  must  fall, 
he  himself  would  have  chosen — dying  upon  the  field  of  his  glory,  his 
regiment  fighting  most  gallantly  around  him,  and  he  himself  in  the  full 
and  energetic  discharge  of  his  whole  duty,  without  a  pang  and  without 
a  struggle.  In  the  death  of  Colonel  Moore  the  service  has  lost  one  of 
its  most  valuable  officers,  the  country  a  devoted  patriot,  and  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lived  an  excellent  and  most  estimable  citizen. 

In  the  charge  through  the  cedar  woods  to  the  left  of  the  Cowan  house, 
Colonel  Carter's  report  shows  that  his  regiment  captured  seven  pieces  of 
artillery  and  about  500  prisoners  j  Colonel  Chester's,  that  his  regiment 
captured  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  prisoners,*  and 

*As  explanatory  of  the  capture  of  the  hattery  by  the  Eighth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  John  H.  Anderson,  of  said  regiment,  it  may  be  proper,  under 
the  circumstances,  for  me  to  say  that  the  regiment  killed  the  horses  when  the  gunners 
surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war,  leaving  Col.  [George  W.]  Roberts,  who  was  pointed 
out  by  one  of  the  prisoners  as  their  colonel  in  command  of  the  brigade,  dead  aear  the 
guns.     I  make  this  statement  in  order  that  the  facts  maj  be  known. — [D.  S.  D.  ] 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson's^  that  his  regiment  captured  six  pieces  of 
artillery  and  about  400  prisoners.  It  is  possible  that  these  gentlemen,  with 
the  most  honest  intentions  and  in  perfect  good  faith,  may  have  counted 
some  of  the  same  guns  as  being  captured  by  their  respective  regiments , 
but  1  am  satisfied,  upon  a  full  conversation  with  them  all  and  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  ground  over  which  they  passed,  and  the  position  and  move- 
ments of  the  other  troops  upon  the  same  field,  that  the  brigade  captured 
at  least  eleven  pieces  of  artillery  and  over  1,000  prisoners. 

Colonel  Savage's  regiment,  with  three  companies  of  Colonel  Chester's, 
held,  in  my  judgment,  the  critical  position  of  that  part  of  the  field.  Un- 
able to  advance,  and  determined  not  to  retire,  having  received  a  message 
from  Lieutenant-General  Polk  that  I  should  in  a  short  time  be  re-enforced 
and  properly  supported,  I  ordered  Colonel  Savage  to  hold  his  position 
at  all  hazards,  and  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  remain  with  that  part  of  the 
brigade,  holding  so  important  and  hazardous  a  position  as  that  occupied 
by  him.  Colonel  Savage,  finding  the  line  he  had  to  defend  entirely  too 
long  for  the  number  of  men  under  his  command,  and  that  there  was 
danger  of  his  being  flanked,  either  to  the  right  or  left,  as  the  one  or  the 
other  wing  presented  the  weaker  front,  finally  threw  out  the  greater  part 
of  his  command  as  skirmishers,  as  well  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  our 
strength  in  his  rear  as  to  protect  his  long  line,  and  held  his  position,  with 
characteristic  and  most  commendable  tenacity,  for  over  three  hours.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  Jackson's  brigade  came  up  to  my  support, 
but  instead  of  going  to  the  right  of  the  Cowan  house  and  to  the  support 
of  Colonel  Savage,  it  went  to  the  left  of  the  house  and  over  the  ground 
which  the  two  left  regiments  and  seven  companies  of  my  brigade  had 
already  gone  over.  After  Jackson's,  General  Adams'  brigade  came  up 
to  the  support  of  Colonel  Savage,  when,  the  latter  withdrawing  his  regi- 
ment to  make  way  for  it,  it  attacked  the  enemy  with  spirit  for  a  short 
time,  but  it  w^as  soon  driven  back  in  disorder  and  confusion,  Colonel 
Savage's  regiment  retiring  with  it.  Subsequently,  Preston's  brigade 
came  up  to  the  same  position,  one  regiment,  and  perhaps  more,  going  to 
the  right  of  the  Cowan  house,  and  were  repulsed,  while  the  remainder 
of  the  brigade  went  to  the  left  of  the  house  and  over  the  same  ground 
which  a  part  of  my  brigade  and  all  of  Jackson's  had  already  traversed. 

About  this  time  I  rejoined  the  two  left  regiments  and  seven  companies 
of  my  brigade  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  Stewart's  brigade 
at  the  edge  of  the  open  field,  after  passing  through  the  cedar  woods  to 
the  right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike.  Here  we  remained  under  a  very  heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery,  both  of  shell  and  shot,  until  dark,  when 
I  withdrew  my  brigade  about  200  yards,  for  the  night,  throwing  out  a 
strong  picket  for  its  protection.  During  the  night  I  ordered  Colonel 
Savage's  command  to  rejoin  the  brigade,  and  collected  all  that  I  could 
of  my  stragglers,  and  had  them  brought  to  their  respective  commands. 

On  Thursday  and  Friday  but  little  was  done,  save  to  keep  my  men 
(under  an  occasional  shelling)  in  line  of  battle  and  on  the  alert,  either 
for  any  demonstration  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  or  any  movement  that 
might  be  in  the  contemplation  of  my  commanding  officers.  During  this 
interval  my  dead  were  buried,  and  my  wounded,  which  had  not  already 
been  cared  for,  properly  attended  to. 

Friday  afternoon,  under  orders  from  Major-General  Cheatham,  I  moved 
my  brigade  forward,  parallel  with  the  Wilkinson  pike,  about  half  a  mile, 
in  order  to  relieve  Maney's  brigade  on  the  front  line.  There  we  remained, 
with  a  strong  picket  thrown  out  in  front,  and  skirmishing  with  the  ene- 
my's pickets  nearly  all  the  while,  until  1  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  Jan- 
uary 4,  when,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Major  General  Cheatham,  we 
took  up  the  line  of  March  to  Shelby  ville. 
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The  field  officers — OoloDels  Savage,  Carter,  Chester,  Auderson,  and 
iMajor  [H.  W.]  Cotter — all  distinguished  themselves  by  the  coolness  and 
courage  they  displayed  upon  the  field,  and  greatly  contributed  to  the 
successes  achieved  by  their  respective  commands  by  the  skill  and  reso- 
lution with  which  they  managed  and  maneuvered  them.  Colonel  Stan- 
ton's regiment  was  not  seriously  engaged,  though  I  do  not  doubt,  if  an 
opportunity  had  presented  itself,  that  both  he  and  his  men  would  have 
fought  most  gallantly.  Captain  Carnes'  battery  was  separated  from  my 
brigade  in  consequence  of  the  impossibility  of  its  obtaining  a  suitable 
position  in  that  part  of  the  field  from  which  to  operate,  and,  therefore,  it 
acted  under  other  orders  than  my  own.  A  report  from  Lieutenant  [L. 
G.]  Marshall,  herewith  transmitted,  will  show  its  operations. 

We  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  many  gallant  ofiQcers  and  brave  men,  who 
fell  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty  on  the  field  of  battle.  Capt. 
L.  N.  Savage,  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Captain  [J.  J.]  Womack, 
acting  major  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment,  most  efficient  officers,  were 
severely,  if  not  mortally,  wounded,  and  Captain  [D.  C]  Spurlock,  of  the 
same  regiment,  an  excellent  officer  and  most  estimable  gentleman,  was 
killed.  Capt.  B.  H.  Holland,  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Eegiment,  was  killed 
while  gallantly  bearing  the  colors  of  his  regiment,  and  Acting  Lieut.  Col. 
R.  A.  Burford,  of  the  Fifty  first,  was  wounded.  These  are  but  a  part 
of  those  who  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  but  I  must  refer  for  further 
details  to  the  regimental  reports,  which  I  herewith  transmit  and  beg  to 
make  a  part  of  my  own.  The  Eighth  Regiment  lost  most  heavily  both 
in  officers  and  men.  In  Company  D,  the  gallant  Captain  [M.  C]  Shook 
was  killed,  and  the  lists  show  that  out  of  12  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned officers  and  62  men  who  went  into  the  fight  only  1  corpo 
ral  and  20  men  escaped.     Other  companies  suffered  almost  as  heavily. 

Of  the  general  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade,  I  find 
it  difficult  to  emx)loy  terms  of  too  high  commendation.  Cool,  brave,  and 
prompt  in  obeying  every  command  upon  the  battle- field,  they  exhibited, 
during  the  week  of  hardships  they  were  called  upon  to  endure  before 
Murfreesborough,  a  patience,  fortitude,  and  cheerfulness  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise.  The  long  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  herewith  trans- 
mitted, is  a  sad  but  a  glorious  testimony  not  only  to  their  gallantry  and 
courage,  but  also  to  their  patriotic  devotion  to  their  country  and  its 
righteous  cause.  Entering  the  field  with  only  about  1,400  men,  I  have 
to  deplore  a  loss  of  691  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  with  only  19 
missing,  and  a  majority,  if  not  all,  of  those  prisoners  of  war. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  expressing  my  appreciation  of 
the  services  of  my  staff.  I  was  attended  on  the  battle-field  by  the  fol- 
lowing staff  officers:  Capt.  John  Bradford,  my  brigade  inspector,  acting 
as  assistant  adjutant- general;  James  H.  Wilkes,  my  clerk,  acting  as 
aide-de-camp,  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Maj.  James  G.  Martin,  and 
Lieut.  Samuel  Donelson,  my  aide-de-camp,  being  absent  on  leave.  My 
volunteer  aides-de-camp  were  Capt.  J.  L.  Rice,  formerly  of  Colonel  Bat- 
tle's [Twentieth  Tennessee]  regiment ;  Col.  Granville  Lewis,  of  Texas, 
and  Henry  Lindsley,  of  Lebanon,  Tenn.  I  feel  that  I  am  doing  but 
sheer  justice  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  every 
member  of  my  staff*,  for  they  rendered  efficient  services  in  carrying  orders 
with  promptness  in  the  hottest  of  the  conflict,  particularly  to  that  part 
of  the  field,  on  the  right  of  my  brigade,  which  the  enemy  was  attempting 
to  turn  during  the  entire  day,  but  where  he  was  gallantly  repulsed  by 
the  determined  bravery  of  my  troops.  Mr.  Lindsley  had  his  horse  killed 
by  a  cannon  ball  early  in  the  action,  and  was  so  severely  wounded  him- 
self that  he  had  to  retire  from  the  field  during  the  remainder  of  the 
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battle.  My  clerk  (Wilkes)  had  bis  horse  killed  late  in  the  afteruooii 
near  the  Cowan  house.  It  is  but  right  that  I  should  say  that  Colone) 
Lewis  the  previous  day  had  obtained  a  musket,  and  was  fully  equipped 
to  take  the  field  in  the  ranks  of  Captain  [W.  G.]  Burford's  company  of 
Eighth  [Tennessee]  Regiment,  when,  being  informed  of  this  fact,  I  in- 
vited him  to  take  a  position  with  me  as  volunteer  aide,  which  he  readily 
assented  to  do,  and  conducted  himself  with  great  coolness  and  deter 
mined  bravery.  I  have  referred  to  Captain  Rice  as  a  relieved  officer.  1 
feel,  from  his  efficient  services  rendered  in  this  battle,  and  my  knowledge 
of  him  as  a  man  and  an  officer,  that  I  am  doing  but  simple  justice  to  him, 
and  a  benefit  to  the  cause  and  service,  in  recommending  that  Captain 
Rice  be  given  a  command  at  the  earliest  practicable  period,  knowing  him 
to  be  qualified  in  an  eminent  degree  to  fill  a  high  position. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  find  an  accurate  list  of  both  officers  and 
men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  my  command. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

D.  S.  DONELSON, 
Brigadier- General^  Gomdg.  First  Brigade,  Cheatham's  Division. 

Maj.  John  Ingram, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  195. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col,  John  H.  Anderson,  Eighth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  12,  1863. 

General:  Below  you  will  please  find  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Eighth  [Tennessee]  Regiment  in  the  late  action  before  Murfrees 
borough : 

On  the  morning  of  December  29,  the  regiment  was  ordered  into  line 
of  battle.     We  were  placed  in  line  of  battle  in  an  old  field  on  the  west 
side  of  Stone's  River,  my  left  resting  on  the  left  of  the  Wilkinson  turn- 
pike road,  in  which  position  we  remained,  subjected  during  the  time  to 
heavy  cannonade  of  shells,  which  did  but  little  or  no  harm,  until  Wed- 
nesday morning,  the  31  st,  at  which  time  I  received  orders  to  hold  my 
regiment  in  readiness  to  move  forward  at  a  moment's  notice  to  the  sup- 
port of  Brigadier- General  Chalmers'  brigade,  which  was  in  our  front. 
At  about  10  o'clock  our  brigade  was  ordered  forward.    The  Eighth  moved 
off  promptly  at  the  command,  under  a  very  heavy  cannonade  of  shot  and 
shell.    When  we  had  arrived  at  the  position  formerly  occupied  by  Gen- 
eral Chalmers'  brigade,  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  lie  down  behind 
the  little  fortification  constructed  by  his  brigade  of  logs  and  rails.     We 
remained  in  this  position  about  twenty  minutes  under  a  perfect  storm 
of  shot  and  shell,  causing  considerable  mortality  in  my  regiment.     In 
this  position  we  lost  15  or  20  men  killed  and  wounded.    It  soon  became 
apparent  to  every  one  that  Chalmers'  brigade  was  giv  ing  way,  for  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  I  could  keep  his  men  from  running  over  my 
men;  they  came  running  back  in  squads  and  companies,  and  I  am  satis 
fied  that  before  we  left  this  position  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  regi- 
ment that  had  formerly  occupied  the  position  we  were  in  had  returned. 
We  were  then  ordered  forward  to  the  charge,  which  was  responded  to 
by  the  Eighth  Regiment  with  a  yell,  the  gallant  Colonel  Moore  leading. 
We  moved  forward  at  a  double-quick,  under  a  perfect  hail  of  shot,  shell, 
and  grape,  when  we  arrived  at  the  burnt  brick  house.    The  regiment 
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was  thrown  into  some  confusion,  caused  by  the  house  and  some  picket 
fence  and  a  portion  of  Chalmers'  men  that  had  remained  behind  the  house, 
there  being  several  fences  and  the  house  and  a  portion  of  Chalmers'  men 
that  were  in  the  way,  causing  some  four  of  the  companies  on  the  right  of 
the  regiment  to  pass  around  and  through  the  best  way  they  could.  At 
this  juncture  the  enemy  in  our  front  opened  a  terrible  fire  upon  us  with 
small-arms,  at  a  distance  of  about  75  or  100  yards.  Such  a  fire  I  do  not 
suppose  men  were  ever  before  subjected  to.  At  this  point  the  colonel's 
horse  fell,  and  I  supposed  that  he  himself  was  either  killed  or  wounded. 
Seeing  the  condition  in  which  the  regiment  was  placed,  with  a  powerful 
enemy  in  our  front  and  on  the  right  and  left— for  at  this  time  we  were 
then  in  front  of  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  and  the  enemy  were  cross- 
firing  me  right  and  left — and  seeing  so  many  of  my  men  falling  around 
me,  I  ordered  them  forward  at  a  double-quick  with  fixed  bayonets. 
The  gallant  Eighth  responded  with  a  shout,  and  leaped  forward  like  men 
bent  on  conquering  or  dying  in  the  attempt.  When  we  had  advanced 
about  50  or  60  yards,  and  were  just  entering  the  woods  in  our  front,  the 
colonel  came  up  with  sword  in  hand.  He  was  not  killed  or  wounded, 
as  I  expected*,  it  was  only  his  horse.  He  had  just  reached  the  regiment 
again,  and  was  urging  them  forward,  when  he  fell,  dead,  shot  through 
the  heart  with  a  minie  ball.  The  enemy  in  our  front  contested  stub- 
bornly, and  those  on  our  right  and  left  continued  to  pour  a  deadly  fire 
into  us.  The  enemy's  first  line  gave  way  before  my  men ;  their  second 
was  brought  forward,  but  could  not  stand  the  impetuosity  of  our  charge, 
and  they  gave  way.  At  this  point  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy 
was  trying  to  get  away  some  artillery  on  my  left.  I  immediately  changed 
direction  to  the  left,  and  charged  them  and  captured  their  guns  (three  at 
one  place),  and  went  50  yards  below.  We  captured  one  more  by  shoot- 
ing down  their  horses  and  stopped  the  piece.  1  also  captured  at  this 
point  about  400  prisoners  belonging  to  the  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
we  killed  Colonel  [George  W.]  Roberts,  who  was  commanding  the  bri- 
gade, as  stated  to  me  by  the  prisoners. 

Through  the  bloody  charge  I  lost  many  gallant  officers  and  men  killed 
and  wounded.  The  enemy  in  the  woods  in  my  front  having  come  to 
a  halt,  and  pouring  a  galling  fire  into  us,  I  ordered  the  men  forward 
again  at  a  double  quick ;  they  responded  with  a  shout,  and  moved  for- 
ward upon  the  enemy.  At  this  point  I  was  joined  by  the  colors  and 
about  100  men  of  the  Fifty  first  Regiment,  who  came  in  on  my  left.  I 
ordered  them  forward  with  my  men,  which  orders  they  obeyed  promptly. 
We  charged  the  enemy  in  his  position  in  the  woods,  under  a  perfect 
storm  of  bullets,  and  drove  him  before  us. 

About  this  time  I  was  joined  by  Colonel  Chester  in  person.  We  then 
continued  driving  the  enemy  before  us,  when  it  was  reported  to  me  that 
they  were  trying  to  flank  me  on  my  right.  I  then  changed  direction  to 
the  right,  and  moved  forward  upon  him,  and  struck  his  flank  and  rear, 
in  which  position  I  halted  and  gave  him  a  deadly  fire,  being  too  weak 
in  strength  to  close  in  behind  him.  About  this  time  I  heard  a  heavy 
fire  to  right,  in  front  of  the  enemy,  whose  flank  I  was  upon.  I  sent  an 
officer  forward  to  see  what  it  was,  and,  if  it  was  our  force,  which  I  felt 
confident  it  was,  to  inform  the  commander  of  my  position,  that  he  might 
not  fire  into  me,  and  also  to  tell  the  commander  to  charge  them  at  a 
double-quick  and  drive  them  by  me,  that  I  might  shoot  them  down, 
which  he  did  in  gallant  style ;  still,  when  he  came  up,  it  proved  to  be  the 
ISineteenth  Tennessee  Regiment.  I  then  formed  on  his  left,  and  moved 
forward  to  the  point,  driving  the  enemy  before  us.  It  was  then  reported 
to  me  that  the  enemy  was  flanking  me  on  my  left.  I  immediately  changed 
direction  to  the  left  and  moved  upon  him,  when  he  gave  way  and  fled 
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through  the  old  field  in  front  of  the  woods  occupied  by  us  when  we  left 
the  other  night,  when  we  charged  him  to  the  old  field  through  which  he 
fled.  We  halted  in  the  edge  of  woods,  and  gave  him  a  deadly  fire  as  he 
ran  through  the  old  field.  The  effect  of  that  fire  was  apparent  to  every 
one  who  visited  that  place,  for  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  the  field  for 
200  or  300  yards  was  strewn  with  his  dead  and  wounded.  When  we 
were  unmasked  by  his  force,  the  enemy,  from  his  batteries  on  the  hill  in 
our  front,  opened  upon  us  a  perfect  hail  of  grape  and  canister,  when  I 
ordered  the  men  back  into  the  woods.  I  then  fell  back  to  the  old  house 
in  the  rear  of  the  woods,  to  gather  together  the  remainder  of  the  regi- 
ment, that  had  somewhat  scattered  in  the  charge  through  the  dense 
woods,  and  to  get  a  supply  of  ammunition.  I  remained  there  some  time, 
and  gathered  all  the  men  that  I  could  get  up,  in  company  with  Colonels 
Carter  and  Chester,  when  we  formed  line  on  the  right  of  General  Stew- 
art's brigade.  The  firing  in  our  front  being  very  heavy,  we  were  ordered 
forward,  which  order  we  obeyed  promptly,  and  moved  to  the  front  of 
the  woods  in  front  of  the  enemy,  in  the  old  field.  In  this  position  we 
remained  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of  artillery  until  night  closed  this 
bloody  and  eventful  day. 

Perhaps  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  be  more  explicit  in  my  explana- 
tion of  my  maneuvering  in  the  woods.  The  reason  why  I  had  to  change 
direction  so  often  was  that  I  was  not  supported  either  on  the  right  or 
left.  Our  regiment  drove  the  enemy  in  our  front  before  this ;  conse- 
quently, this  force  on  the  right  and  left  remained  in  their  position,  and 
when  I  had  got  in  their  rear  it  seemed  as  if  they  were  flanking  me;  but 
when  I  changed  direction  to  the  right,  as  you  will  see  in  the  foregoing 
report,  I  struck  his  flank  and  rear ;  and  at  that  time  the  Nineteenth 
Tennessee  came  to  my  support  on  the  right  again,  when  I  changed  direc- 
tion to  the  left.  I  then  discovered  that  support  had  arrived  on  my  left, 
and  was  driving  the  enemy  on  my  left.  It  was  then  that  I  struck  the 
enemy's  flank  on  my  left,  when  he  was  entering  the  old  field.  This  force 
on  my  left  I  did  not  ascertain  who  it  was,  but  supposed  to  be  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Tennessee. 

It  is  generally  the  case  in  battles  that  every  regiment  that  passes  a 
battery  claims  to  have  taken  it.  In  this  case  there  can  be  no  dispute, 
as  we  shot  down  the  horses  attached  to  the  guns,  and  captured  the  men 
belonging  to  the  guns.  It  is  also  claimed  by  my  men  that  there  were 
two  pieces  more  (in  addition  to  the  four  that  I  have  previously  named) 
captured  by  the  right  of  the  regiment,  some  75  yards  to  the  right,  mak- 
ing in  all  six  pieces.  These  two  additional  pieces  I  did  not  see  at  the 
time,  as  I  was  near  the  left  of  the  regiment,  but  I  did  see  them  after- 
ward, and  they  must  have  been  taken  by  my  regiment,  as  it  was  the 
only  force  in  these  woods,  and  those  guns,  from  their  position,  [were] 
covered  by  my  regiment. 

I  can  [not]  close  this  report  without  saying  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
the  gallant  Col.  W.  L.  Moore,  though  he  fell  early  in  that  bloody  charge. 
A  more  gallant  and  noble  spirit  never  lived  or  died  for  his  country. 
Loved  and  honored  by  his  regiment,  he  fell  gallantly  battling  for  his 
country,  and  his  native  soil  drank  his  blood. 

It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure,  and  be  but  sheer  justice,  to  speak 
at  length  of  the  many  noble  spirits  among  the  officers  and  men  of  my 
regiment  who  gave  their  lives  a  sacrifice  to  their  country  and  native 
State  on  that  memorable  day,  but  the  casualties  of  the  regiment  speak 
more  for  those  noble  spirits  than  I  could  write  in  a  volume. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  H.  ANDERSON, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Mghth  Tennessee, 
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Ko.  196. 
Report  of  Col.  John  H,  Savage^  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

January  8, 1863. 

The  following  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  Sixteenth  Tennessee  Kegi- 
ment  in  the  battle  before  Murfreesborough,  December  31,  1862,  is  re- 
spectfully submitted : 

When  the  advance  was  ordered,  my  regiment  being  the  right  of  Cheat- 
ham^s  division,  I  was  directed  by  General  Donelson  (through  his  aide, 
Captain  [John]  Bradford)  to  move  along  the  railroad,  but  two  companies 
to  its  right  and  eight  on  its  left,  taking  the  guide  to  the  right.  The 
advance  was  made  under  a  heavy  cannonade,  and  the  line  of  battle  and 
direction  maintained,  although  serious  obstructions  impeded  the  march. 
The  eight  left  companies  advanced  between  the  railroad  and  the  turn- 
pike in  front  of  the  Cowan  house  without  the  slightest  protection,  engag- 
ing a  battery  and  the  enemy's  infantry  in  the  woods  at  a  distance  of  less 
than  150  yards.  The  right  companies  advanced  through  a  stalk-field  to 
the  edge  of  a  cotton-patch.  Here  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  at  short 
range  from  a  line  extending  to  the  right  as  far  as  I  could  see.  This  killed 
Captain  Spurlock,  who  fell  while  leading  his  men  in  the  most  gallant 
manner.  At  this  moment  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  was  without  the  ex- 
pected support  on  my  left,  and  that  the  line  had  divided  and  gone  off  in 
that  direction.     My  men  shot  the  horses  and  gunners  of  the  battery  in 

front,  but  I  could  not  advance  without  being  outflanked  and by 

the  enemy  on  my  right ;  I  therefore  ordered  them  to  halt  and  fire.  In 
a  few  moments  my  acting  lieutenant-colonel  (L.  I:^.  Savage)  fell  by  my  side, 
supposed  mortally  wounded,  and  my  acting  major  (Captain  Womack) 
had  his  right  arm  badly  broken.  There  were  batteries  to  the  right  and 
left  of  the  railroad  which  literally  swept  the  ground.  The  men  main- 
tained the  fight  against  superior  numbers  with  great  spirit  and  obstinacy. 
The  left  comr)anies,  being  very  near  and  without  any  protection,  sus- 
tained a  heavy  loss.  Thirty  men  were  left  dead  upon  the  spot  where  they 
halted  dressed  in  perfect  line  of  battle.  It  was  on  the  day  following  a 
sad  spectacle,  speaking  more  eloquently  for  the  discipline  and  courage 
of  the  men  than  any  words  I  can  employ.  Here  the  Thirty-ninth  North 
Carolina  came  up  in  my  rear,  and  I  ordered  it  into  line  of  battle  to  my 
right,  but  before  it  got  into  position  the  lieutenant-colonel  was  shot  down 
and  was  carried  from  the  field.  Under  the  command  of  Captain  [A.  W. 
Bell]  it  continued  under  my  control  and  did  good  service  until  driven 
from  this  position,  after  which  I  lost  sight  of  it. 

Seeing  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  crossing  the  field  to  my  right  and 
rear,  I  ordered  the  line  to  fall  back  to  the  river,  and  formed  two  lines  to 
the  front  and  right.  To  cover  this  space  the  men  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers.  I  also  ordered  forward  a  portion  of  Blytbe's  Mississippi 
Eegiment  that  had  collected  near  the  railroad,  and  was  joined  by  Lieu- 
tenants [J.  r.]  Williamson  and  [T.  W.]  McMurry  (Fifty-first  Eegiment; 
with  three  companies,  who  continued  with  me  and  did  good  service. 
This  force  checked  and  drove  back  the  enemy  advancing  up  the  river, 
and  a  column  that  attempted  to  cut  off  my  whole  party  advancing  along 
the  railroad,  but  not  without  loss.  Lieutenant  [K.  B.]  Anderson,  of  the 
Sixteenth,  a  valuable  oflBcer,  while  directing  the  skirmishers  was  dan- 
gerously wounded  and  carried  under  the  river  bank  by  Privates  Thomp- 
son and  Adcock,  all  of  whom  were  captured  by  the  enemy  upon  his 
subsequent  advance.  When  Adams'  brigade  advanced  I  drew  back  my 
little  force  to  let  it  move  to  the  front,  which  it  did  in  gallant  style,  but 
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only  foi  a  short  distance,  when  it  broke  and  fled  in  confusion.  Most  of 
the  men  I  had  been  controlling  moved  with  it.  I  collected  the  men  of 
the  Sixteenth  and  Fifty-first,  and  moved  to  the  front  en  echelon  of  Chal- 
mers' position,  and  remained  during  the  heavy  cannonade  on  the  enemy. 
While  here  two  of  my  men  were  killed  by  a  shell.  I  afterward  moved,  in 
connection  with  Colonel  Stanton,  near  the  burnt  giu -house,  and,  halt- 
ing the  regiment,  went  on  foot  to  my  first  line  of  battle.  About  dark  I 
sent  a  party  after  the  body  of  Captain  Spurlock,  which  captured  a  Yan- 
kee captain  from  his  lines. 

I  claim  for  my  command  great  gallantry  in  action  j  that  it  engaged 
and  held  in  check  superior  forces  of  the  enemy,  who  were  attempting 
to  turn  our  right— forces  that  afterward  drove  Adams'  and  Preston's 
brigades. 

My  flag-bearer  (Sergeant  Marberry)  was  disabled  early  in  the  charge. 
The  flag  was  afterward  borne  by  Private  Womack,who  was  also  wounded. 
The  flag-staff  was  broken  and  hit  with  balls  in  three  places ;  the  flag 
literally  shot  to  pieces.  The  fragments  were  brought  to  me  at  night. 
I  carried  about  400  officers  and  men  in  action.  The  killed  amount  to 
30 ;  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  to  208,  a  list  of  which  is  forwarded. 
My  men  did  not  strip  or  rob  the  dead. 

The  conduct  of  my  recruits  was  most  honorable.  Many  of  them  fell 
in  the  front  rank  beside  the  veteran  soldier  of  the  Sixteenth.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  make  distinction  where  all  act  well.  While  others  deserve  nobly, 
I  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  fail  to  notice  the  courage  and  good  conduct  of 
Private  Hackett,  whom  I  placed  in  command  of  the  company  after  the 
fall  of  Captain  Spurlock. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  SAVAGE, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Sixteenth  Tennessee, 

Maj.  J.  G.  Martin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  197. 

Report  of  Col.  John  C,  Carter,  Thirty-eighth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

Near  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  January  14,  1863. 

Major  ;  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on 
Wednesday  morning,  December  31,  1862,  between  9  and  10  o'clock,  Gen- 
eral Donelson's  brigade  (to  which  my  regiment  is  attached)  was  ordered 
to  charge  the  enemy,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  fronting  Murfreesborough, 
Tenn.  My  regiment  advanced  over  an  open  field  and  under  a  very  ter- 
rific fire.  The  enemy  was  strongly  posted  in  a  dense  cedar  thicket,  and 
well  supported  by  artillery.  At  first  he  seemed  unwilling  to  yield  his 
ground.  We  steadily  at)proached  him,  and  soon  he  broke  and  fled  in 
confusion.  We  pursued  him  rapidly,  the  men  loading  as  they  advanced. 
We  drove  him  from  the  woods,  never  permitting  him  to  reform.  We 
fought  him  until  the  fighting  on  Wednesday  ceased.  In  the  charge,  my 
regiment  captured  seven  pieces  of  cannon  and  about  500  prisoners,  and 
killed  at  least  100  of  the  enemy. 

I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  valuable  services  of  Maj.  H.  W. 
Cotter.  He  behaved  very  gallantly,  indeed,  during  the  entire  engage 
ment.  Captains  [T.  H.i  Keen,  [O.M.j  Alsup,  [T.  G.]  Cook,  and  [S.  H.J 
Sartain,  Lieutenants  [J.  W.J  Slaughter,  [J.  C.]  Miller,  [J.  C.j  Sanders, 
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'M.  v.]  McDuffy,  [E.  J.]  Pentecost,  [G.  E.]  Scott,  [T.]  Wilson,  [N.  H. 
Baird,  [T.]  Barron,  [J.]  Hicks,  [J.  T.  or  J.  W.]  Doughty,  and  [ W.  W.; 
Bland  acted  with  great  bravery  and  coolness.  Adjt.  E.  L.  Canitliers 
was  severely  wounded  early  in  the  engagement.  He  was  noblj^  acting 
his  part  when  the  unerring  missile  struck  him.  Quartermaster- Sergt. 
Eobert  B.  Keen  deserves  much  praise  for  his  brave  and  gallant  conduct. 
The  whole  regiment  fought  well,  and  every  member  of  it,  with  four  or 
five  exceptions,  seemed  animated  with  a  determination  to  conquer  or  die. 

I  deeply  regret  the  death  of  Capt.  B.  H.  Holland.  He  was  shot 
through  the  brain,  and  died  with  the  colors  of  his  regiment  in  his  hands. 
When  he  died  the  Confederacy  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens  and  bravest 
soldiers. 

Color- Sergt.  I.  M.  Eice  was  shot  down.  He  still  clung  to  the  flag, 
and,  crawling  on  his  knees,  carried  it  a  short  distance.  Another  bullet 
pierced  his  body,  and  death  alone  compelled  him  to  yield  his  trust.  A 
nobler  soldier  never  lived,  a  braver  never  died.  We  return  thanks  to 
God  for  the  victory  won. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

JNO.  C.  CAETEE, 
[Colonel j]  Commanding  Begiment 

Maj.  J.  G.  Martin, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


HiTo.  198. 

Report  of  Col.  John  Chester,  Fifty-first  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Near  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  January  13, 1863. 

The  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Fifty-first  Eegiment  in 
the  action  before  Murfreesborough  on  December  31, 1862,  is  respectfully 
submitted : 

The  order  was  received  from  General  Donelson,  through  his  aide  (Cap- 
tain [John]  Bradford),  to  advance  to  the  position  then  occupied  by  Chal- 
mers'brigade,  taking  the  guide  to  the  right,  and  advance  to  the  support 
of  Chalmers.  We  advanced  with  the  brigade  under  a  heavy  shelling, 
many  shells  striking  very  near  my  lines.  When  we  had  arrived  within 
about  160  or  200  yards  of  Chalmers^  position,  a  shell  exploded  so  near  my 
colors  as  to  kill  one  of  the  guard  (Private  J.  W.  Scott,  Company  1),  and 
wounded  two  others  (Privates  S.  Lemons  and  Goss),  and  knocked  down 
the  color-bearer  (Sergt.  W.  M.  Bland).  We  made  a  short  halt  at  the  posi- 
tion recently  occupied  by  Chalmers,  when  we  advanced  to  the  Cowan 
house  under  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  minie  balls.  My  acting  lieuten- 
ant-colonel (Lieut.  E.  A.  Burford,  late  of  the  Twenty-third  Tennessee  Eeg- 
iment) was  knocked  from  his  horse,  and  so  severely  concussed  as  to  dis- 
able him  for  several  days.  1  lost  several  men  killed  and  wounded  before 
we  reached  the  Cowan  house.  We  found  the  Cowan  house  and  yard  filled 
with  men  of  Chalmers'  brigade,  in  great  confusion.  Owing  to  this  con- 
fusion, my  regiment  became  somewhat  scattered.  The  three  right  com- 
panies— A,  F,  andD,  commanded,  respectively,  by  Lieutenants  [T.W.] 
McMurry,  [J.  B.]  Tate,  and  [J.  F.]  Williamson — still  kept  dressed  to  the 
right,  and  reported  to  Colonel  Savage,  and  fought  with  the  Sixteenth 
Eegiment  through  the  remainder  of  the  engagement.  I  refer  you  to 
Colonel  Savage's  report.  I  took  the  remaining  seven  companies  and  ad- 
vanced through  the  field  on  the  left  of  the  Cowan  house  to  the  woods. 
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Just  as  we  entered  the  woods,  Captain  [T.  C]  Campbell  was  shot  through 
the  head  and  killed.  Captain  [J.  A.]  Russell  was  wounded  through 
the  thigh,  and  Lieutenant  [G.  C]  Howard,  commanding  Company  G, 
wounded  severely  through  the  upper  portion  of  the  left  lung.  Captain 
[James  F.]  Franklin  was  so  severely  shocked  with  a  bomb  as  to  cause 
blood  to  tlow  freely  from  his  mouth,  nose,  and  ears.  Several  of  the  men 
were  wounded  here.  We  continued  to  advance  on  the  enemy,  who  at 
this  time  was  in  fall  retreat.  We  continued  to  follow  and  fire  on  them 
for  a  long  distance  through  the  woods,  taking  three  cannon  and  several 
hundred  prisoners,  sending  to  the  rear  at  one  time,  by  my  adjutant  (E.  A. 
Connally),163,  among  them  a  lieutenant  and  2  surgeons.  We  continued 
the  pursuit  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  engagement  terminated. 

I  went  into  action  with  20  officers,  and  8  of  them  were  killed  and 
wounded. 

R.  T.  McKnight,  who  was  first  lieutenant  in  Company  F  [E]  before 
the  reorganization  of  the  regiment,  and  who  has  remained  with  the  regi- 
ment since,  as  an  independent,  did  good  service  as  first  lieutenant  of 
Company  F,  bearing  himself  gallantly  through  the  whole  fight. 

My  color-sergeant  (W.  M.  Bland),  though  wounded  early  in  the  action, 
continued  to  bear  the  colors  most  gallantly  through  the  entire  day. 

After  the  fall  of  Lieutenant  Burford,  acting  lieutenant-colonel,  I  had 
to  rely  entirely  on  my  adjutant  (R.  A.  Connally)for  assistance,  which  he 
rendered  most  efficiently. 

When  the  officers  and  men  all  did  their  duty  so  well  it  would  be  in- 
vidious to  discriminate. 

I  went  into  the  fight  with  270  men,  and  lost,  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  76. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  CHESTER, 
Cornmanding  Fifty -first  Tennessee  Regiment. 

Maj.  J.  G.  Martin, 

Assktant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  199. 

Report  of  Col,  8.  8.  Stanton,  Eighty -fourtli  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Shelbyyille,  Tenn., 

January  13,  1863. 

The  Eighty -fourth  Tennessee  Regiment,  having  been  raised  last  fall 
and  kept  at  McMinnville  until  a  few  days  before  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
borough,  never  drew  arms  until  Monday  evening,  December  29 — two 
days  before  the  fight.  This  regiment  not  having  been  drilled  in  the 
manual  of  arms  (loading,  &c.),  and  deeming  this  part  of  the  drill  as 
most  important  at  that  particular  crisis,  1  drilled  the  regiment  all  day 
Tuesday  on  the  field,  under  the  enemy's  shells,  and  likewise  Wednes- 
day morning,  until  the  battle  opened  regularly,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  move  forward  with  General  Donelson's  brigade,  and  did  so,  and  re 
mained  with  his  brigade  until  the  aforesaid  charge  was  made.  We 
moved  off  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Savage's  regiment,  after  it  had  advanced 
to  th^  point  formerly  occupied  by  our  front  line.  Prior  to  this  time  my 
regiment  had  been  formed  to  support  Captain  Carnes'  battery,  but  were 
moved  forward  to  the  above-named  point  by  orders  from  General  Polk. 
When  the  balance  of  General  Donelson's  [brigade]  moved  or  charged  the 
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enemy,  iny  regiment  was  ordered  to  remain  at  the  i)oint  last  occupied 
by  the  brigade,  and  to  guard  Captain  Games'  battery.  This  battery, 
however,  was  moved  off  to  the  right,  and  the  Washington  Battery  was 
located  immediately  on  our  left,  and  did  good  service,  while  we  staid 
and  guarded  it  all  the  while,  until  the  troops  engaging  the  enemy  in 
our  front  were  driven  back  to  our  rear,  and  while  there,  reforming  their 
lines,  orders  came  for  all  troops  at  that  point  to  advance  upon  the  ene- 
my's batteries,  to  the  right  of  the  brick  house,  near  the  railroad  and 
turnpike.  Having  my  men  already  formed,  I  moved  them  off  some  500 
yards  to  the  front,  and  halted  at  the  bend  of  the  river,  behind  a  bunch 
of  woods  on  a  bluff  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  railroad.  Colonel 
Savage  soon  rallied  his  regiment,  which  necessarily  had  made  a  gal- 
lant charge,  but  had  fallen  back  with  much  loss,  and  often  [after]  having 
reformed  his  lines,  he  and  the  Twentieth  Tennessee  came  to  our  sup- 
port, and  formed  near  us.  We  all  remained  there,  waiting  for  orders, 
and  for  another  support,  necessary  to  have  charged  the  battery,  but 
got  neither  support  nor  orders. 

Mght  came  on,  and  all  was  still.  My  men  having  no  blankets,  I 
moved  them  back  to  a  point  where  we  could  make  fires,  and  on  the 
following  morning  went  forward  again  to  my  former  position,  near  the 
brick  house,  and  then  reported  to  Generals  Donelson  and  Polk.  The 
former  ordered  me  to  remain  there  during  the  day.  However,  I  was 
ordered  to  take  the  regiment,  and  go  to  the  brick  house,  and  tear  down 
the  fencing  thereabouts.  We  did  this,  and  were  shelled  there  while  at 
work ;  only  got  2  men  wounded,  however.  Having  completed  this  work 
and  marched  the  men  back  to  said  point  near  the  woodland  bluff,  I  was 
ordered  to  the  rear,  under  arrest,  on  account  of  a  personal  difficulty  or 
fight  with  a  staff  officer,  and,  therefore,  was  not  with  the  regiment  any 
more  until  their  arrival  at  Shelbyville. 

It  is  due  my  regiment  that  I  should  state  that  they  showed  marked 
coolness  and  courage  all  the  while,  as  they  were  under  heavy  shelling 
for  a  great  portion  of  three  days,  and  showed  no  fear  or  excitement. 
They  kept  good  order  and  never  scattered,  but,  on  the  contrary,  some 
40  of  my  men  came  up  from  McMinnville,  and  got  arms  and  accouter- 
ments,  and  came  to  us  in  the  hottest  time  of  the  fight,  and  while  we 
were  under  heavy  shelling  in  the  open  field  at  an  advanced  position, 
however,  by  lying  down.    None  of  our  men  scattered  on  our  retreat. 

The  two  wounded  were  George  Cook,  sergeant  Company  B,  and 
Thomas  Martin,  private,  Company  E,  slight  wound.* 
Eespectfully, 

S.  S.  STANTON, 
Colonel  Eighty -fourth  Tennessee  Regiment. 


No.  200. 
Report  of  Lieut.  L.  G,  Marshall,  Games'  {Tennessee)  battery. 

N'EAR  Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  January  15,  1863. 

Major  :  After  occupying  a  position  in  rear  of  General  Donelson's 

brigade  for  two  days — December  29  and  30 — on  the  reserve.  Captain 

Carnes  was  ordered  about  noon,  on  December  31,  to  move  his  battery 

forward,  in  support  of  the  right  wing  of  our  brigade,  especially  the  brave 

*  Revised  statements  make  no  mention  of  these  casualties 
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Sixteenth  Tennessee.  The  battery  accordingly  took  position  on  the 
right  of  the  i>rashville  road,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  advance  of 
its  former  position,  and  near  the  river.  Here  we  halted  about  an  hour, 
during  which  we  lost  1  man  killed  and  2  horses  without  opening  fire. 
The  battery  was  then  ordered  to  advance,  in  order  the  better  to  return 
the  enemy's  fire.  We  therefore  proceeded  up  the  road  about  200  yards, 
when  we  were  met  by  our  forces,  making  a  slight  retrograde  movement, 
and  the  battery  was  compelled  to  take  its  former  position,  nearly.  Here 
we  immediately  went  into  battery  and  fired  a  few  rounds,  by  order  of 
General  Breckinridge,  to  assist  in  steadying  our  own  troops,  though  not 
having  a  very  fair  shot  at  the  enemy.  Late  in  the  evening  the  battery 
was  ordered  to  cross  over  to  the  Wilkinson  road,  and  finally  to  its  old 
position  near  the  railroad  bridge  for  the  night. 

On  the  next  day,  the  1st  instant,  we  were  ordered  to  occupy  a  position 
in  line  with  four  or  five  other  batteries  on  the  high  ground  to  the  left  of 
the  Nashville  road,  and  about  the  same  distance  in  front  as  our  position 
the  day  before.  We  here  fortified  our  guns  as  well  as  circumstances 
permitted,  but  did  not  return  the  few  shots  the  enemy  gave  us  in  this 
position. 

During  the  evening  Captain  Carnes,  by  order,  took  our  two  hov/itzers 
over  to  the  bluff,  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  pike,  near  the  river,  and 
opened  what  we  afterward  learned  to  be  a  very  destructive  fire  upon  the 
enemy,  compelling  them  to  retire  and  change  their  position.  The  enemy 
did  not  reply  with  artillery,  and  our  immediate  front  was  cleared  of  his 
sharpshooters. 

The  next  day,  the  2d  instant,  our  whole  battery  (also  [Capt.  T.  J.j  Stan- 
ford's and  [M.]  Smith's)  took  position  in  line  on  the  same  bluff.  To  our 
left,  across  the  Nashville  road,  were  [W.  L.]  Scott's  and  fF.  H.]  Eobert- 
son's  batteries.  We  all  opened  simultaneously  to  clear  our  front  of  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters,  who  had  reoccupied  the  woods  along  our  front 
during  the  night.  The  enemy  replied  by  several  batteries,  two  of  which 
were  composed  of  rifled  guns.  The  firing  continued  about  twenty  min- 
utes. Our  caissons,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [James  M.]  Cockrill, 
were  then  ordered  up  to  replenish  our  ammunition  chests.  Two  similar 
artillery  conflicts  took  place  during  the  day,  our  caissons  being  brought 
up  each  time  to  supjjly  our  limbers.  The  caissons  were  held  under  such 
cover  as  the  ground  allowed,  about  300  yards  in  the  rear. 

During  the  evening  Captain  Carnes  took  our  two  howitzers  to  the  right 
of  our  line  of  batteries,  very  near  the  river,  and  efi'ectually  cleared  the 
woods  of  the  enemy  in  front  of  our  rights  At  night  the  battery  was 
ordered  back  to  the  rifle- trench  running  across  the  field,  200  or  300  yards 
in  rear  of  the  burnt  brick  house,  and  supported  by  General  Maney's 
brigade. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  our  battery  took  the  same 
position  by  itself  on  the  biuff,  instructed  not  to  reply  to  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery, but  to  repel  any  advance  of  the  enemy's  infantry  or  sharpshoot- 
ers. We  immediately  opeued  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
who  had  again  occupied  the  woods  in  our  front.  We  soon  cleared  the 
woods  of  the  enemy,  though  supported,  as  usual,  by  their  artillery. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  enemy  opened  a  powerful  fire  of  his  artillery 
upon  our  i^osition,  attracted,  probably,  by  the  appearance  of  a  regiment 
going  to  relieve  our  pickets  in  the  woods.  We  lost  at  this  time  1  man 
killed  and  4  wounded.  About  7  p.  m.  we  were  ordered  to  return  to  our 
old  camp,  near  town. 

Our  battery  had  thus  stood  at  strict  attention  for  seven  days,  during 
which  the  harness  had  not  been  taken  from  the  horses.    Our  men  be- 
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haved  with  firmness  throughout,  and  handled  their  guns  with  admirable 
skill  and  quickness.* 
Corpl.  Martin  Armstrong,  missing,  heard  of  at  home  since,  near  Tracy 

Citv. 

We  lost  4  horses  killed.  Three  caisson  wheels  were  rendered  unserv- 
iceable. 

We  fired  in  all  between  300  and  350  rounds.  The  battery  was  engaged 
once  on  Wednesday,  once  on  Thursday,  four  times  on  Friday,  and  once 
on  Saturday— in  all  seven  times.  We  used  almost  entirely  spherical 
case  and  canister,  and  in  every  case  so  far  successlul  as  to  have  the  eflect 
intended.  The  fuses  operated  in  accordance  with  the  tables,  as  we  had 
taught  the  gunners.  We  used  only  the  Bormann  fuse.  As  to  the  adjust- 
able sights,  we  could  make  little  or  no  use  of  them,  though  we  ascer- 
tained nothing  against  their  character  for  very  long  ranges ;  but  on  the 
occasion  under  discussion  our  chiefs  of  pieces  much  preferred  to  watch 
the  effect  of  their  shots,  and  regulate  the  elevation  accordingly. 

L.  G.  MARSHALL, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Oapt,  W.  W.  Carnes^  Battery, 


^o.  201. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart j  G.  S.  Army,  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Second  Briqade,  First  Division, 

Polkas  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

January  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  brigade  in  the  military  operations  in  front  of  Murfreesborough, 
Tenn.,  commencing  on  Monday,  December  29,  1862,  and  closing  on 
Sunday,  January  4,  1863  : 

The  brigade  was  composed  of  the  Fourtli  and  Fifth  Tennessee  Regi- 
ments, amalgamated  and  commanded  by  Col.  O.  F.  Strahl ;  the  Twen- 
ty-fourth Tennessee  Regiment,  Col.  H.  L.  W.  Bratton  -,  the  Thirty -first 
and  Thirty-third  Tennessee  Regiments,  amalgamated  and  commanded 
by  Col.  E.  E.  Tansil ;  the  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Regiment,  Col.  F.  M. 
Walker,  and  Capt.  T.  J.  Stanford's  Mississippi  battery.  We  struck 
tents,  packed  up  baggage,  and  sent  the  wagons  to  the  rear  on  Sunday 
night,  December  28. 

Early  Monday  morning  we  crossed  Stone^s  River  and  formed  line  of 
battle  on  its  north  bank,  being  on  the  left  of  Donelson  and  right  of 
Mauey,  the  right  of  the  brigade  being  some  distance  on  the  left  of  the 
Wilkinson  pike.  An  open  country  lay  in  front  of  the  line,  excepting  on 
the  left,  where  Walker's  regiment  was  covered  by  the  open  forest.  From 
800  to  1,000  yards  in  front  of  us  lay  the  first  line,  Major-General  Withers' 
division,  our  division  forming  the  second  and  supporting  line.  Nothing 
of  special  interest  occurred  on  Monday. 

On  Tuesday  morning  a  few  shells  from  the  enemy  passed  over  and  near 
us,  wounding  one  man  in  Bratton's  regiment,  and  late  in  the  evening 
we  were  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  for  some  half  hour  or  more,  but 
without  injury.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  an  officer 
came  from  Colonel  Manigault,  of  the  Tenth  South  Carolina,  who  com- 

*  Nomiaal  list  shows  2  men  killed  aud  4  wounded. 
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manded  the  third  brigade  from  the  right  in  Withers'  division.  He 
stated  that  Colonel  iManigault  was  in  need  of  a  section  of  long-range 
guns  to  dislodge  guns  of  the  enemy,  he  having  only  smooth-bores  of 
short  range,  and  that  he  had  applied  to  General  Maney,  whose  brigade 
was  the  support  of  Manigault's,  who  replied  that  he  had  none  suitable 
for  the  purpose.  He  came  to  me,  therefore,  for  a  section  of  Stanford's 
battery.  Knowing  that  Stanford,  his  officers,  and  men  were  always 
ready  to  go  wherever  needed,  two  pieces  were  promptly  dispatched  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  [A.  A.]  Hardin.  On  their  return  I  was  informed 
they  were  not  properly  supported ;  that  they  were  required  to  engage, 
at  a  distance  not  exceeding  600  yards,  guns  that  were  throwing  shell, 
canister,  and  spherical  case  j  that  they  accomplished  no  useful  purpose, 
but  sustained  some  loss,  one  or  two  men  being  wounded,  and  Lieut.  A. 
A.  Hardin,  commanding  a  section,  a  most  estimable  and  gallant  young 
officer,  being  killed. 

Tuesday  night,  or  early  Wednesday  morning,  was  received  a  copy  of 
General  Bragg's  order  directing  an  attack  to  commence  on  the  left  and 
gradually  extend  to  the  Murfreesborough  and  aSTashville  pike,  the  left 
wing  to  swing  round  toward  the  right  on  a  pivot  at  the  pike.  I  was  also 
informed  both  by  Lieutenant-Gen eral  Polk  and  by  a  staff  officer  from 
Major  General  Withers  that  I  was  to  be  directed  by  the  latter,  and  to  obey 
his  orders. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  December  31,  about  8  o'clock,  I  was  noti- 
fied to  move  forward,  gradually  wheeling  to  the  right  and  maintaining 
a  distance  of  a  few  hundred  yards  (supporting  distance)  from  Anderson's 
brigade,  Withers'  division.  After  advancing  some  distance  directly  to 
the  front  across  the  open  field,  the  brigade  was  moved  to  the  left  by  the 
flank,  so  as  to  place  the  entire  line  under  cover  of  the  forest  from  the 
enemy's  artillery  fire.  The  ground  over  which  we  were  then  moving 
being  wet  and  heavy.  Captain  Stanford  was  directed  to  take  the  Wilkin- 
son (or  Wilkerson)  pike.  I  did  not  see  anything  more  of  him  or  his  bat- 
tery for  a  day  or  two,  they  having  doubtless  been  employed  elsewhere 
by  the  orders  of  some  one  of  my  superiors. 

The  line  of  infantry  advanced  through  the  woods,  gradually  wheel- 
ing to  the  right,  and  occasionally  halting  to  readjust  the  line,  and  main- 
taining its  supporting  distance  from  Anderson,  General  Withers  himself 
being  often  with  us,  and  the  movements  of  the  brigade  corresponding  to 
his  wishes.  At  one  point  he  sent  word  that  Anderson's  two  left  regi- 
ments would  be  thrown  forward,  perhaps,  to  attack  the  battery  that 
continued  to  play  upon  our  advancing  lines,  and  desired  me  to  throw 
forward  two  regiments  in  a  corresponding  manner.  Fearing  this  would 
scatter  the  brigade  and  produce  confusion,  it  was  suggested  to  him  that 
the  entire  brigade  had  better  be  advanced,  to  which  he  assented.  We 
shortly  arrived  at  the  stone  wall  built  by  Anderson's  men,  where  they 
were  placed  in  line  on  Sunday,  the  28th.  Several  men  were  wounded 
here  by  the  fire  of  the  battery  in  front.  While  in  this  position  the 
Twenty-ninth  and  Thirtieth  Regiments  Mississippi  Volunteers  (belong- 
ing, as  was  supposed,  to  Anderson's  brigade)  fell  back  in  disorder, 
leaving  a  large  number  of  dead  and  wounded  in  the  open  ground  be- 
yond the  Wilkinson  pike,  over  which  they  had  charged.  They  were 
rallied  in  our  rear  chiefliy  by  Major  [L.  W.]  Finlay,  of  my  staff,  and 
again  sent  forward.  The  Twenty-ninth  ultimately  formed  on  my  left, 
where  it  remained  until  the  close  of  the  battle,  when  it  moved  away  to 
join  its  brigade.  The  brigade  moved  on  from  this  position  to  the  pike, 
where  it  was  faced  by  the  left  flank  and  marched  a  short  distance  down 
the  road,  to  bring  its  right  under  cover  of  the  woods,  when  it  moved 
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again  to  the  front.  It  crossed  the  open  ground  interven.ng  between 
the  pike  and  the  cedar  forest  beyond,  and  advanced  to  the  relief  of 
the  f;ont  line,  which  was  giving  way,  and,  by  a  rapid  fire,  commencing 
with  Walker's  regiment  (the  Nineteenth)  on  the  left  and  gradually 
extending  to  the  right,  repulsed  the  enemy,  who  lied  in  confusion  to 
the  dense  cedar  woods,  leaving  many  dead  and  wounded  behind.  ]^ear 
the  edge  of  the  woods  we  came  upon  the  battery  (First  Missouri)  that 
had  previously  annoyed  us  so  much,  and  which  the  enemy  were  now 
attempting  to  remove.  Our  advance  was  so  rapid  and  fire  so  destruct 
ive  that  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  two  pieces  and  one  or  two 
caissons.  We  left  them  behind,  and,  i)ressing  rapidly  forward,  drove 
the  enemj^  before  us.  They  attempted  to  make  a  stand  at  several 
points,  but,  unable  to  endure  our  fire,  were  driven  through  the  forest 
and  across  the  open  field  beyond  to  the  high  ground  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  railroad.  Here  they  took  shelter  under  the  guns  of  three  or  four 
batteries,  leaving  a  number  of  prisoners  in  our  hands  and  many  dead 
and  wounded  scattered  through  the  woods  and  covering  the  open  field 
over  which  they  fled  in  double-quick  time.  These  batteries  opened  upon 
us,  and  for  some  time  we  were  exj^osed  to  a  terrific  fire  of  shell,  canister, 
and  spherical  case.  Having  no  battery  of  our  own,  and  being  nearly 
oat  of  ammunition,  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  farther.  Staff  ofQcers 
were  dispatched — one  to  bring  up  Stanford's  battery,  another  for  ammu- 
nition. The  latter  was  soon  supplied,  but  word  came  from  Lieutenant- 
Gencral  Polk  that  Stanford  was  employed  under  his  own  immediate 
orders,  and  could  not  be  spared.  While  moving  through  the  cedar  for- 
est the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Jackson  came  up  on  the  right. 
The  Fifth  Georgia,  immediately  on  the  right,  with  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Tennessee,  advanced  beyond  the  general  line  and  delivered  a  heavy  and 
well-sustained  fire  upon  the  retreating  ranks  of  the  enemy,  doing  fine 
execution. 

About  this  time  Colonel  [J.  A.]  Jaquess,  of  the  First  Louisiana  (Eegu- 
lars),  rode  rapidly  up  to  Colonel  [E.  E.]  Tansil  and  delivered  some  order, 
which  I  did  not  hear.  Immediately  Tansil's  regiment  bejL»an  to  fall  back 
without  waiting  for  a  command,  and  was  gradually  followed  by  the  rest  of 
the  brigade,  and  I  learned  from  Tansil  that  Jaquess  brought  to  him  an 
order  purporting  to  come  from  Major-General  Cheatham  to  "  move  by 
the  right  of  comj^anies  to  the  rear."  The  order  not  having  been  deliv- 
ered to  rr/e,  not  recognizing  Colonel  Jaquess  as  a  member  of  General 
Cheathar/i's  staff,  and  satisfied  that  the  movement  was  demoralizing  in 
a  high  degree,  it  was  arrested  as  promptly  as  possible.  The  line  was 
halted  and  reformed,  and  moved  forward  again  to  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
where  we  remained  until  dark,  when,  leaving  a  strong  picket  guard,  the 
command  was  withdrawn  a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  to  bivouac, 
taking  along  a  large  number  of  small-arms,  ammunition,  and  equipments, 
which  were  remo^  ed  next  day  by  wagons  brotight  out  for  the  purpose. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  B.  Ross,  rormerly  of  Col.  [J.]  Knox 
Walker's  (Second)  Tennessee  regiment,  was  wounded  by  a  minie  bullet 
in  the  right  side  of  the  neck  and  throat.  He  was  removed  to  the  hos- 
pital, and  subsequently  to  a  private  residence  in  Murfreesborough,  where 
he  died  on  Friday,  January  2.  He  was  serving  as  a  volunteer  on  my 
staff.  He  was  with  his  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Belmont  in  November, 
1861 ;  resigned  in  January,  1862,  and  joined  me  as  a  volunteer  aide  at 
Corinth  a  few  days  betore  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  where  he  behaved  well, 
and  was  very  useful.    He  was  a  brave  man  and  a  good  officer. 

While  attempting  to  stop  the  retrograde  movement  alluded  to.  Col. 
H.  L.  W.  Bratton,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  liegiment,  had  his  left  leg  shat^ 
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tered  near  tlie  thigh  joint  by  a  piece  of  shell  or  a  grape-shot.  The  limb 
was  amputated,  and  he  was  left  in  hospital  in  Murfreesborough,  with 
little  hope  on  the  part  of  the  surgeons  of  his  recovery.  He  was  one  of 
the  best  and  bravest  officers  in  the  entire  army.  Always  prompt  to 
obey  or  execute  an  order,  indefatigable  in  drilb'ng  and  disciplining  liis 
men,  he  was  animated  by  a  lofty  courage  and  patriotism  that  bid  defiance 
to  danger.  He  distinguished  himself  by  his  cool  and  courageous  bear- 
ing both  at  Perryville  and  Murfieesborough,  and  was  indeed  a  "  l?:night 
without  fear  and  without  reproach." 

The  force  we  engaged  in  this  famous  cedar  brake  was  composed,  at 
least  in  part,  of  regulars.  Some  of  the  prisoners  and  wounded  men  stated 
that  they  belonged  to  the  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  and  Eighteenth  Reg- 
ulars, and  that  their  brigade  was  commanded  by  Colonel  [George  W.] 
Eoberts,  who  fell  while  gallantly  attempting  to  rally  his  men  about  op- 
posite the  center  of  my  line.  He  was  buried  Saturday  evening,  and  the 
spot  marked  by  a  stone  having  his  name  scratched  upon  it  with  the 
point  of  a  bayonet. 

During  the  three  following  days  (Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday; 
we  held  our  position  at  the  edge  of  the  brake,  the  enemy  occupying  the 
ridge,  but  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front,  with  a  heavy  force  of  infantry 
and  artillery,  frequently  shelling  us,  and  wounding  a  few  men  at  almost 
every  round.  The  command  remained  in  line,  enduring  this  trying  or- 
deal with  admirable  patience  and  fortitude.  At  length,  on  Saturday 
night,  our  pickets  were  relieved  by  Colonel  Carter's  cavalry,  and  about 
1  or  2  a.  m.  on  Sunday,  the  4th,  we  left  the  field  for  Shelbyville. 

Throughout  the  week  officers  and  men  behaved  in  a  manner  that  is 
beyond  praise. 

I  desire  especially  to  mention  Col.  O.  F.  Strahl,  commanding  Fourth 
and  Fifth  Eegiments ;  Col.  H.  L.  W.  Bratton,  of  the  Twenty-fourth ;  Col. 
E.  E.  Tansil,  commanding  the  Thirty-first  and  Thirty- third,  and  Col.  F. 
M.  Walker,  of  the  Nineteenth,  who,  with  all  their  field  officers,  behaved 
most  nobly. 

The  Nineteenth  (Colonel  Walker's)  suffered  more  heavily  than  any 
other  in  the  brigade.  Colonel  Walker,  in  his  report,  mentions  the  brave 
conduct  of  Orderly  Sergt.  Joseph  Thompson,  Company  I,  who,  after  the 
brigade  had  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  cedar  bottom,  advanced  far  into 
the  field  and  captured  2  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  heavy — over  one-fourth 
of  those  engaged.  The  list*  of  killed  and  wounded  has  already  been 
sent  in. 

Besides  those  already  mentioned,  Lieutenant- Colonel  [J.  A.]  Wilson 
and  Adjt.  H.  W.  Mott,t  of  the  Twenty -fourth,  were  wounded,  as  were 
also  IMajor  [R.  A.]  Jarnigan,  of  the  Nineteenth,  and  Captain  fT.  H.] 
Francis,  of  the  Fourth.  Several  valuable  officers  were  killed.  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [Andrew  J.]  Kellar,  of  the  Fourth,  was  really  too  ill  for 
duty;  nevertheless,  he  was  at  his  post. 

Many  of  the  enemy's  dead,  and  some  of  our  own,  were  left  on  the  field 
unburied.  We  procured  a  few  spades  on  Saturday  evening,  and  buried 
as  many  bodies  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  I  would  re- 
spectfully submit  that  at  least  all  our  own  dead  might  have  been  buried 
during  the  three  days  we  held  the  field.  Attention  is  also  respectfully 
called  to  the  plundering  and  stripping  of  the  dead,  even  our  own,  and 
to  the  propriety  of  a  general  order  prohibiting  it. 

I  cannot  close  this  imperfect  sketch  without  expressing  my  obligations 
to  the  gentlemen  who  served  on  my  staff,  and  who  made  themselves  so 

*  See  No.  191,  p.  676.  t  Register  has  W.  H.  Mott  killed  at  Murfreesborough. 
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intelligently  useful  and  efficient,  regardless  of  danger,  viz:  Ciol.  [Capt.] 
W.  M.  Eeed,  assistant  adjutant-general;  Capt.  li.  A.  Hatcher,  aide-de- 
camp  ;  Capt.  John  A.  Lauderdale,  formerly  of  the  Fifth,  a  volunteer 
aide  f  Maj.  L.  W.  Fiulay,  of  the  Fourth,  and  Lieut.  Paul  Jones,  jr.,  of  the 
Thirty-third,  supernumeraries  by  the  amalgamation  of  their  regiments 
with  others,  but  who  preferred  to  be  in  the  field.  These  ofiQcers,  and 
Private  Frank  0.  Usher,  of  the  First  Tennessee,  acting  as  orderly,  were 
active  and  efficient,  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  ease  and  facility 
with  which  I  was  enabled  to  handle  the  brigade. 

Having  received  no  report  from  Captain  Stanford,  and  his  battery 
having  been  detached  from  the  brigade  before  it  really  went  into  action, 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  an  account  of  its  services,  which  I  learn, 
however,  were,  as  usual,  valuable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  STEWAET, 

Brigadier- OeneraL 
Capt.  John  Ingram, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  202. 

Report  of  Col.  Oscar  F.  Strahl,  Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry j  commanding 

Fourth  and  Fifth  Regiments, 

January  5,  ISas. 
Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  December  29,  1862,  I  took  command  of  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Regiments  Tennessee  Volunteers,  and  was  imme- 
diately ordered  out  to  take  position  in  line  of  battle.  The  position  we 
occupied  was  on  the  west  bank  of  Stone's  River  and  immediately  on  the 
left  of  General  Donelson's  brigade,  the  right  of  which  brigade  rested  on 
the  Chattanooga  and  Nashville  Railroad.  We  remained  in  this  position 
until  about  9  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  31st,  when  we  were  ordered 
to  advance  in  such  a  manner  as  to  change  direction  gradually  to  the 
right,  keeping  dressed  to  the  left.  Wo  advanced  in  this  manner  until 
we  came  to  where  General  Withers'  men  had  thrown  up  small  breast- 
works. At  this  i)oint  we  were  halted  for  a  short  time,  and  had  several 
men  wounded  by  grape  apd  canister  from  the  enemy's  guns.  While 
remaining  here,  a  regiment  from  General  Withers'  division  fell  back  and 
formed  immediately  in  my  rear.  We  then  advanced,  first  through  a 
cedar  thicket  and  then  through  an  open  field  for  some  400  or  500  yards, 
where  we  entered  a  cedar  glade.  All  this  time  we  were  gradually 
changing  direction  to  the  right.  In  a  few  minutes  after  passing  into 
the  cedar  glade  we  were  engaged  by  the  enemy,  but  drove  them  before 
us,  taking  quite  a  number  of  prisoners.  We  continued  to  press  the 
enemy,  fighting  as  we  advanced,  until  we  had  driven  them  entirely  out 
of  the  glade.  The  slaughter  of  the  enemy  w^as  very  great  just  at  the 
edge  of  the  glade,  as  they  were  slow  to  leave  the  timber  and  our  men 
were  close  upon  them,  and  every  shot  did  its  work.  Then  the  enemy 
opened  a  very  heavy  fire  upon  us  from  a  battery  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  our  lines.  We  soon  silenced  it,  however,  by  sending  out  some 
sharpshooters,  who  so  disabled  it  that  the  battery  retired,  leaving  one 
gun  and  caisson  behind.  This  was  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  31st. 
We  remained  in  the  position  we  now  occupied  until  Saturday  night,  all 
the  time  exposed  to  the  enemy's  guns. 
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The  men  and  officers  under  my  command  acted  with  the  greatest 
gallantry  during  the  whole  time  and  discharged  their  duties  without  a 
murmur. 
The  nnmber  of  killed  and  wounded  has  heretofore  been  reported. 
Yery  respectfully, 

O.  F.  STEAHL, 
Colonel  J  Comdg.  Fourth  and  Fifth  Regiments  Tennessee  Vols, 

Col.  [Capt.]  W.  M.  Eeed, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Stewards  Brigade, 


Ko.  203. 
Report  of  Col.  Francis  M.  Wallcer,  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  Jamiary  10,  1863. 

About  sunrise  Monday  morning,  December  29,  the  Nineteenth  Tennes- 
see Regiment,  under  my  command,  moved  on  the  left  of  your  brigade  to 
a  position  previously  selected  on  the  north  bank  of  Stone's  River,  where 
we  were  posted  in  line  of  battle  as  the  extreme  left  regiment  of  the  bri- 
gade. The  regiment  numbered  in  line  348  privates  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  30  company  officers,  3  field  officers,  and  adjutant ;  aggre- 
gate, 382.  We  remained  at  the  point  above  mentioned  in  line  until  9  a. 
m.  Wednesday,  uninterrupted  except  by  the  occasional  explosion  near 
us  of  a  stray  shell  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  when  we  moved  forward 
in  line  with  the  brigade  to  the  attack,  in  support  of  the  front  line  of  the 
corps,  we  being  in  the  second  line.  On  our  way  we  met  many  stragglers 
and  wounded  men  from  the  front  lines  retiring  to  the  rear,  the  former 
demoralized,  the  latter  disabled.  The  first  we  tried  to  turn  back,  urging 
them  to  renew  their  efforts;  the  last  we  could  but  pity. 

ISome  400  yards  from  our  first  position,  we  came  to  the  position  pre- 
viously occupied  by  the  front  or  first  lines  the  day  before,  and  where 
they  had  thrown  up  a  temporary  breastworli  of  loose  stone  and  timber. 
At  and  behind  this  the  regiment  halted  for  half  an  hour  or  more  under  a 
heavy  fire  from  some  unseen  batteries  in  our  front.  At  this  point,  while 
my  men  were  lying  behind  the  loose  wall  of  rock,  a  shell  struck  the  latter 
near  the  center  of  my  left  wing,  wounding,  by  the  fragments  of  shell  and 
shattered  rock,  6  of  my  men,  all  of  whom  were  disabled  and  1  of  whom 
soon  after  died.  Moving  from  this  point  we  came  to  the  Wilkinson  pike, 
up  which  we  moved  by  the  left  flank  near  300  yards,  when,  again  resum- 
ing the  movement  to  the  front,  we  moved  forward  through  a  field  to  the 
top  of  a  slight  elevation,  where  the  battery  which  had  been  playing  on 
us  is  believed  to  have  been  posted.  But  just  when  we  were  resuming 
the  march  to  the  front  and  crossing  the  Wilkinson  pike  we  could  dis- 
tinctly see  by  the  action  of  the  men  in  the  front  line  (for  we  had  now 
come  in  sight  of  them)  that  they  were  on  the  eve  of  being  driven  back, 
if,  indeed,  they  had  not  already  entirely  given  way.  Many  of  them  were 
falling  back,  and  all  seemed  disorganized.  But  our  line  promptly  moved 
up  to  their  support  and  crossed  the  field  to  the  elevation.  Here,  for  the 
first  time,  we  could  see  the  evidences  of  the  conflict  in  the  field  beyond 
the  elevation.  Numbers  of  dead  and  wounded  were  lying  [about],  both 
Confederates  and  Federals,  horses,  and  arms,  and  equipments,  and  here 
we  first  felt  the  fire  from  the  small-arms  of  the  enemy.  Pushing  for- 
ward, we  crossed  the  field  and  entered  the  thick  cedar  woods  in  which 
the  enemy  had  taken  shelter.     In  the  edge  of  this  woods  we  came  up 
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with  three  or  four  pieces  of  the  battery  which  they  had  vainly  endeav- 
ored to  withdraw.  These  are  believed  to  have  been  the  guns  posted  on 
the  elevation  in  the  field  above  mentioned,  and  from  which  we  had  re- 
ceived the  injury  while  at  the  rock  wall  in  the  woods.  As  we  entered 
the  woods  the  enemy  gave  us  a  most  galling  fire,  but  we  moved  steadily 
forward,  driving  them  farther  into  the  thick  wood,  and  now  we  passed 
the  various  pieces  of  artillery  which  they  were  trying  to  remove,  but 
which,  on  our  approach  and  under  our  fire  and  from  loss  of  horses,  thick- 
ness of  timber,  &c.,  they  were  forced  soon  to  abandon.  These  we  left  in 
our  rear  and  pressed  upon  the  heavy  lines  of  their  infantry,  under  whose 
fire  we  were  exposed.  Some  200  yards  farther  into  the  woods  the  enemy 
appeared  in  great  force,  rather  to  my  left.  They  here  poured  in  upon  me 
a  most  effective  and  murderous  fire.  This  we  returned  with  all  the 
vigor  and  rapidity  possible,  gradually  moving  forward,  swinging,  ac- 
cording to  orders,  a  little  from  left  to  right.  This  constant  and  severe 
fire  continued  for  near  an  hour,  when,  by  the  persistency  and  accuracy 
of  our  fire,  our  steady  and  resistless  advance,  the  obstinacy  of  the  enemy 
was  at  last  overcome,  and,  giving  way,  a  perfect  rout  ensued.  Their  re- 
treat was  rapidly  followed  up  by  us  through  the  woods  for  several  hun- 
dred yards,  and  through  an  old  field,  through  which  a  ravine  and  also 
the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  ran,  within  which  and  behind 
the  embankment  of  the  railroad  the  enemy  took  refuge.  At  these  points 
they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  our  small-arms.  We  pursued  no  farther 
than  the  edge  of  this  field.  But  before  reaching  their  safe  retreat,  while 
they  passed  through  the  woods  and  field,  hundreds  of  them  paid  the 
penalty  with  their  lives  for  their  rash  act  of  invasion  and  wicked  occu- 
X^ation  of  an  unoffending  country.  The  marks  on  the  arms  and  equip- 
ments picked  up  on  the  field  from  which  we  drove  the  enemy,  as  well  as 
the  statements  of  prisoners  captured,  show  conclusively  that  the  brigade 
or  division  which  we  fought  was  regular  troops. 

By  your  direction,  the  entire  brigade  halted  at  the  edge  of  the  field, 
for  at  the  time,  and  all  the  time  of  our  advance  through  the  woods,  there 
appeared  no  support  upon  our  left.  It  is  believed  if  a  battery  could  have 
been  put  in  position  near  the  point  occupied  by  my  left,  the  enemy  could 
have  been  shelled  from  their  shelter  in  the  ravine  and  behind  the  rail- 
road, and  the  day  might  thus  have  been  more  comi)letely  ours.  Six  or 
eight  thousand  men  seemed  to  be  striving  for  the  mastery,  in  confusion, 
in  this  field,  and  would  have  been  easily  driven  into  the  woods  beyond. 
But  a  battery  was  out  of  the  question,  for  we  could  scarcely  get  through 
parts  of  the  woods  through  which  we  came.  We  remained  in  position 
here  until  near  night,  when  we  retired  with  the  brigade  to  the  rear  a  few 
hundred  yards,  for  rest. 

We  moved  back  to  the  front  each  succeeding  day,  keeping  skirmishers 
in  front  near  the  edge  of  the  field  for  three  days,  but  no  casualties  or 
engagement  of  note  further  occurred  until  we  moved  with  the  brigade 
in  retreat  on  the  evacuation  on  Sunday  morning. 

In  the  engagement  my  men  captured  about  50  prisoners,  who  were 
sent  to  the  rear.  We  also  brought  from  the  field  about  three  hundred 
guns  besides  our  own,  some  of  the  men  bringing  olf  three. 

The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  killed  and  wounded  was  136,  as  will  ap- 
pear from  the  accompanying  report*  of  my  adjutant.  My  major  (Rufus 
A.  Jarnigan)  was  mortally  wounded  while  leading  the  left  wing  in  a 
charge.  Captain  [J,  G.]  Frazier,  Company  D,  was  killed  instantly  at 
the  head  of  his  company .    Lieutenant  [S.  G.]  Abernathy  fell  at  his  post. 

*Not  found,  but  see  No    191,  p.  676. 
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No  braver  or  more  gallant  officers  than  these  have  given  their  lives  to 
their  country  in  this  war. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers  of  this  regiment 
in  the  engagement  at  Murfreesborough  and  the  days  and  nights  of  duty 
and  exposure  connected  with  it  has  been  satisfactory  to  you.  1  can  com- 
plain of  none  of  them  myself,  but  might  compliment  many  of  them  in 
terms  of  high  encomium.  I  might  with  propriety  mention  the  case  of 
Corporal  Mayson,  of  the  color-guard,  who,  when  the  color-sergeant  was 
wounded  and  the  colors  fell  from  his  hand,  instantly  seized  it  in  exulta- 
tion, bearing  it  as  a  beacon  to  the  regiment  through  the  storm  of  the 
battle;  and  of  Orderly  Sergt.  Joseph  Thompson,  who,  upon  reaching 
the  edge  of  the  field  where  the  brigade  halted,  ran  forward,  overtaking 
the  retreating  enemy,  seized  a  prisoner  and  started  back  with  him,  but 
this  person  being  shot  down  in  his  hands  he  relinquished  him;  back  to 
the  lines  of  the  still  retreating  enemy,  and  seized  a  second  prisoner, 
whom  he  brought  off  safely. 

Before  closing  this  report,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  ui)on  the 
successful  and  skillful  manner  in  which  your  brigade  was  maneuvered 
and  kept  together,  and,  through  you,  I  congratulate  our  division,  corps, 
and  other  commanders  for  our  successful  operations  against  greatly 
superior  numbers.  I  hope,  sir,  that  yours  and  their  success  may  never 
be  less  marked  or  less  safe  to  yourselves  in  all  future  engagements  with 
our  enemies. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  yours,  &c., 

F.  M.  WALKEE, 
Colonel  Nineteenth  Tennessee  Regiment, 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart. 


No.  204. 
Report  of  Maj,  8.  JE.  Shannon,  Ttventy -fourth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  battle  at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  in 
which  the  Twenty-fourth  Tennessee  Eegiment  was  engaged,  commenc- 
ing on  December  29,  [1862, j  and  ending  on  January  4, 1863: 

We  lelt  camp  on  the  morning  of  December  29,  1862 ;  crossed  Stone's 
Eiver  and  formed  line  of  battle  on  the  north  side  of  said  river,  and  there 
remained  under  frequent  shelling  until  December  31, 1862,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  advance,  which  we  did  through  a  corn-field  ;  thence  through 
a  skirt  of  woods  and  across  the  Wilkinson  pike,  advancing  on  through  a 
stubble  field  ;  thence  into  a  cedar  glade,  where  we  engaged  the  enemy 
and  drove  him  through  the  woods  l3efore  us. 

Here  we  sustained  a  loss  of  9  killed,  3  of  whom  were  commissioned 
officers  (1  captain  and  2  lieutenants),  also  70  wounded,  4  of  whom  were 
commissioned  officers  (our  colonel  commanding,  lieutenant-colonel,  ad- 
jutant, and  1  lieutenant),  our  colonel  and  adjutant  mortally  wounded. 

On  arriving  at  the  edge  of  an  old  field  in  our  front,  we  were  ordered 
back  by  some  one  representing  himself  as  aide-de  camp  to  Major-General 
Cheatham,  which  order  was  obeyed  by  falling  back  to  the  top  of  the  hill, 
where  we  reformed,  advanced,  and  took  our  former  position  at  the  edge 
of  an  old  field,  where  we  remained  in  line  of  battle  under  occasional 
heavy  shelliug,  which  position  we  held  until  ordered  off  on  the  night  of 
tlanuary  4,  during  which  time  we  lost  1  man  killed  and  several  wounded, 
resulting  from  the  occasional  shelling  and  skirmishing  along  our  line. 
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The  olBcers  and  men  acted  gallantly,  except  a  few  who  straggled  from 
ranks  during  the  engagement.  The  regiment  left  the  field  in  good  order 
when  the  retreat  was  ordered. 

S.  E.  SHANNO]S^, 
Major,  Commanding  Twenty -fourth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
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Report  of  Col.  E,  E.  Tansil,  Thirty  first  Tennessee  Infantry^  commanding 
Thirty  first  and  Thirty-third  Regiments, 

On  Outpost,  MurfreesboeouGtH  and  Shelbyville  Pike, 

March  13, 1863. 

On  the  morning  of  December  29,  18G2,  we  left  our  encampment  near 
Murfreesborough,  and  crossed  Stone's  Elver,  where  we  formed  line  and 
remained  until  the  31st,  when  we  moved  to  the  front,  crossing  a  corn- 
field and  entering  a  skirt  of  woods  to  the  breastworks  thrown  up  by  Gen- 
eral Withers'  troops,  and  remained  until  his  troops  were  driven  back, 
when  we  were  again  moved  to  the  front,  crossing  a  pike,  entering  a  small 
field  and  another  narrow  skirt  of  woods  and  another  small  field,  to  a 
dense  cedar  grove,  where  we  w^ere  halted  and  formed  line.  We  were 
then  moved  again  to  the  front,  but  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance 
until  we  came  upon  the  battery  which  had  been  playing  upon  us  all  the 
time  after  leaving  the  breastworks ;  also  the  infantry  concealed  in  the 
woods.  One  volley  from  our  well-aimed  pieces  caused  them  to  abandon 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  which  they  were  trying  to  get  off,  and  threw  the 
enemy  in  confusion,  who  commenced  retreating  immediately.  The  artil- 
lery was  passed  by  the  right  of  the  Thirty-first  and  left  of  the  Thirty- 
third  regiments,  who  pursued  the  enemy  hotly  through  the  woods  (in 
width  half  a  mile,  capturing  about  20  prisoners)  to  a  field  where  the 
enemy  were  in  strong  position  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  but  were  doing 
good  execution,  as  the  enemy  were  retreating  across  the  field  in  great 
confusion,  when  some  one  came  up,  purporting  to  be  on  General  Cheat- 
ham's staff,  with  orders  to  fall  back  by  right  of  companies  to  the  rear, 
which  caused  some  confusion,  as  it  was  given  publicly.  We  fell  back 
some  100  yards  and  supplied  the  men  with  ammunition,  and  again  took 
our  position  near  the  field,  where  we  remained  until  the  night  of  Jan- 
uary 3. 

Both  men  and  ofiScers  acted  very  gallantly.  My  loss  has  been  re- 
ported. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  TAKSIL, 
Colonel  Thirty  first  and  TJiirty-third  Regts.  Tennessee  Vols, 


No.  206. 
Report  of  Capt.  T.  J,  Stanford,  Mississippi  Battery, 

Gamp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  12,  1863. 
On  Monday  morning,  December  29, 1862,  the  battery  moved  from  the 
camp,  1  mile  west  of  Murfreesborough,  to  its  position,  with  the  brigade, 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  west  side  of  Stone's  River,  in  rear  of  Mrs.  James' 
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house.  Here  we  remained  all  day,  nothing  of  interest  occurring,  and  the 
monotony  disturbed  only  by  an  occasional  shot  from  the  rifle  batteries 
of  the  enemy  passing  over  us. 

On  Tuesday  morning  heavy  skirmishing  commenced  on  our  left,  and 
was  kept  up  with  but  little  intermission  during  the  day,  and,  though 
we  did  not  participate  in  the  fight  until  evening,  the  batter}^  was  more 
exposed  to  random  shots  than  on  the  previous  day.  About  3  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  an  order  was  received  to  send  two  of  my  pieces  to  the  left, 
to  assist  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  a  cerrain  point.  Accordingly,  I 
dispatched  Lieutenant  Hardin  with  the  first  section,  who  promptly  went 
forward  to  perform  the  duty.  After  an  absence  of  about  an  hour  the 
section  returned,  but  without  its  leader.  Lieutenant  Hardin,  after  hav- 
ing performed  the  object  of  his  mission,  and  withdrawn  the  section  with 
the  view  of  rejoining  us,  was  suddenly  killed  by  a  cannon  shot.  A  gal- 
lant ofiQcer,  a  true  soldier,  and  a  Christian  gentleman,  he  adds  another 
to  the  long  list  of  martyrs  who  have  given  their  lives  to  their  country's 
cause.  Private  M.  Hartsfield  received  a  painful  but  not  dangerous  flesh 
wound  in  this  engagement. 

On  Wednesday  morning  about  9  o'clock  I  moved  in  rear  of  the  bri- 
gade, on  the  road  leading  through  the  wood  on  our  left,  and  while  mov- 
ing received  an  order  from  General  Polk  to  take  position  in  the  old  field 
on  the  right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  support  Captain  [O.  W.]  Barret's 
battery.  This  field,  you  will  recollect,  is  the  one  extending  to  the  ene- 
my's lines,  and,  being  for  the  most  part  level,  his  works  covered  and 
his  guns  swept  everj^  foot  of  the  ground.  Here  I  remained  during  the 
day,  changing  position  only  as  circumstances  required,  or  the  retreating 
enemy  invited  to  follow.  Several  times  during  the  day  the  fire  of  the 
battery  had  a  telling  effect  upon  their  lines  of  infantry,  which  were 
plainly  to  be  seen.  At  one  time  they  occupied  a  strong  position  in 
front  of  the  little  log-house  (daubed  with  red  mud),  and  held  in  check 
our  forces,  who  had  to  march  across  an  open  flat  of  ground  to  attack 
them.  Arriving  in  position  in  time  to  observe  the  enemy  and  tbe  re- 
pulse of  our  forces  at  the  same  time,  I  threw  a  few  well-directed  shots 
into  their  ranks,  which  caused  them  to  retreat  precipitately.  Our  lines 
immediately  advanced,  occupied  the  position,  and  continued  to  drive 
them.  Again,  later  in  the  afternoon,  I  advanced  as  far  as  the  Cowan 
or  burnt  brick  house,  on  the  Nashville  pike,  from  which  point,  although 
exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  their  batteries,  we  succeeded  in  pouring 
a  very  destructive  fire  into  their  ranks,  causing  them  to  give  back  from 
several  points,  and  materially  aiding  our  infantry  in  their  advance. 
Here  we  lost  2  men  and  several  horses  killed  and  one  limber  disabled. 
All  day  we  were  under  fire  from  their  batteries,  until  late  in  the  even- 
ing, when  we  were  ordered  to  resume  our  original  position. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  moved  to  a  position  on  the  Nashville  pike, 
at  the  point  where  the  railroad  crosses  that  road,  and  remained  all  day 
and  part  of  the  following  night  without  firing  a  gun.  Indeed,  there 
was  no  fighting  and  but  little  skirmishing  on  our  lines  during  the  time. 
Orders  being  received  during  the  night,  my  battery,  together  wi^^h  the 
other  batteries  of  the  division,  moved,  and  was  placed  in  the  open 
woods  on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  about  500  yards  north  of  the  Cowan 
or  burnt  brick  house.     Chalmers'  brigade  was  sent  to  support  us. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  (Friday)  it  became  evident  that  the  enemy 
would  dispute  with  us  for  this  ground.  Twice  during  the  day  their  skir- 
mishers drove  ours  in,  and  the  heavy  columns  of  infantry  following  were 
only  repulsed  by  our  artillery.  It  having  been  determined  that  General 
Breckinridge  should  attack  them  on  our  right,  orders  were  sent  to  me 
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tliat  precisely  at  4  o'clock  I  should  open  with  my  battery  on  the  left  of 
the  woods  skirting  the  river  bank,  and  upon  the  enemy^s  batteries,  in 
order,  as  I  inferred,  to  draw  their  tire  from  our  right.  This  I  evidently 
succeeded  in  doing.  They  turned  all  their  batteries  on  me,  producing 
a  concentration  of  shot  and  shell  such  as  I  never  before  witnessed.  Dur- 
ing the  night  I  returned  to  the  place  I  had  left  in  the  morning,  and  on 
Saturday  morning  moved  to  our  extreme  left,  to  resinit  a  movement  the 
enemy  were  supposed  to  be  making  in  that  direction.  Here  we  remained 
until  late  in  the  evening,  when  orders  were  given  to  move  to  tl?.e  rear  of 
Murfreesborough.  My  movements  each  day  of  the  fight  were  governed 
by  orders  directly  from  Lieu  tenant-General  Polk.  As  usual,  I  did  not 
move  with  your  brigade  in  the  fight,  but  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  I  gave 
you  as  much  support  as  though  I  had,  for  my  positions  covered  your 
right  and  front  as  effectually  as  if  I  had  been  with  you,  and  perhaps 
better. 

I  feel  satisfied  with  the  part  the  battery  played,  and  know  that  I  did 
our  cause  some  service.  Considering  the  exposed  situation  of  the  com- 
pany, it  would  appear  strange  that  we  lost  so  few  killed  and  wounded. 
This  must  be  accounted  for  &om  the  fact  that  I  kept  my  caissons  in  the 
rear,  out  of  range  of  the  shot,  and  the  limbers  and  drivers  were,  for  the 
most  part,  sheltered.  Only  the  officers  and  cannoneers  were  exposed 
all  the  time ;  nevertheless,  we  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  3  killed  and  4 
wounded — all  by  cannon  shot.     There  were  also  7  horses  killed. 

To  Lieutenants  [H.  E.]  McSwine  and  [J.  S.]  McCall  I  am  much  in- 
debted for  the  proper  management  of  the  battery  in  the  several  engage- 
ments in  which  it  participated.  The  whole  company  acted  bravely,  doing 
no  discredit  to  their  reputation  gained  at  Shiloh  and  Perryville. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

T.  J.  STANFORD, 
Captain,  Commanding  lAght  Battery. 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart, 

Comdg.  Second  Brig.,  First  Biv.j  Polkas  Corps,  Army  of  Tenn, 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  Maney,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third 

Brigade, 

Hdqrs.  Maney's  Brigade,  Cheatham's  Division, 

Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 
Camp  near  Slielhyville,  Tenn.,  January  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  my 
command  in  the  battle  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  on  the  31st  ultimo : 

It  consisted  of  the  First  and  Twenty-seventh  Tennessee  Eegiments 
(consolidated).  Col.  H.  R.  Feild  commanding  -,  Fourth  Confederate  Eegi- 
ment  (Tennessee),  Col.  J.  A.  McMurry  commanding;  Sixth  and  Ninth  Ten- 
nessee Regiments  (consolidated).  Col.  C.  S.  Hurt  commanding  Smith's 
field  battery  (four  guns — two  12-pounder  Napoleons  and  two  12-pounder 
howitzers).  First  Lieut.  William  B.  Turner  commanding.  The  battalions 
were  arranged  in  line  of  battle  from  right  to  left,  in  the  order  above  men- 
tioned. 

My  brigade  was  on  outpost  duty  at  Stewart's  Creek,  on  the  Nashville 
and  Muj  freesborough  pike,  when  the  enemy  commenced  his  advance  from 
Nashvil  e,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  December  26,  hearing  firing 
in  front,  I  mo\^ed  forward  with  my  command  to  La  Yergne,  a  point  on 
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the  pike  midway  between  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough,  and  about 
15  miles  distant  from  each,  where  Brigadier- General  Wheeler  was  sta 
tioned  with  his  cavalry  command.  Here  indications  soon  convinced  me 
the  enemy  was  engaged  in  a  general  forward  movement,  and,  in  consul- 
tation with  General  Wheeler,  it  was  determined  to  so  advise  the  com- 
manding general. 

Next  morning  the  opinion  was  confirmed  as  to  the  movement  of  the 
enemy,  and,  according  to  instructions,  in  conjunction  with  the  cavalry, 
I  fell  back  slowly,  skirmishing  with  his  advance  and  retarding  his 
progress,  until  advised  all  was  ready  for  action  near  Murfreesborough. 

My  command  reached  its  camp  near  Murfreesborough  on  Sunday  fol- 
lowing, prepared  rations,  and  rested  there  that  night. 

Next  morning  I  moved  to  my  position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  west 
bank  of  Stone's  Eiver,  between  the  Wilkinson  pike  and  the  Franklin 
road,  being  the  third  brigade  from  the  right  of  Major  General  Cheat- 
ham's division,  which  was  formed  in  rear  of,  and  as  a  supporting  line 
to,  that  of  Major-General  Withers,  my  brigade  being  directly  in  rear  of 
and  supporting  the  one  commanded  by  Colonel  Manigault. 

In  the  afternoon  I  moved  to  the  left  as  support  to  Kobin son's  [Eobert- 
son's]  battery,  which  engaged  a  portion  of  the  enemy,  and  bivouacked 
that  night  with  my  left  Sank  resting  on  the  Franklin  road. 

Next  morning  I  returned  to  my  position  in  rear  of  Colonel  Manigault, 
and  there  remained  until  I  moved  into  action  Wednesday  morning. 

My  understanding  of  instructions  as  to  our  plan  of  action  was  that 
our  troops  on  the  extreme  left  were  to  attack  the  enemy  on  his  right 
flank,  and  as  he  was  driven  down  the  front  of  our  line  toward  his  center 
we  were  to  enter  the  action  successively  by  brigade,  each  brigade  attack- 
ing the  line  immediatelv  in  front  and  swinging  to  the  right,  so  as  to 
keep  up,  as  far  as  possible,  continued  pressing  on  the  enemy's  flank, 
our  alignment  to  be  held  toward  our  pivot  flank. 

Under  this  order,  about  8  a.  m.  Wednesday,  I  commenced  moving  for- 
ward in  support  of  Colonel  Manigault.  In  a  short  time  I  was  under  the 
enemy's  fire,  and,  after  advancing  about  1,000  yards  from  my  position, 
met  Colonel  Manigault,  who  informed  me  that,  after  driving  the  enemy 
from  his  immediate  front,  he  had  been  compelled  to  fall  back  hj  a  ruinous 
fire  on  his  right  flank  from  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  .  These  batteries 
were  about  GOO  yards  apart,  one  on  quite  a  high  ridge  obliquely  to  my 
front  and  right,  across  open  ground  toward  the  Harding  house;  the  other 
was  directly  to  my  right  and  could  be  approached  under  shelter  of  the 
woods  in  which  it  was  planted.  The  battery  on  the  ridge  was  firing 
actively,  and  the  two  were  so  related  in  support  of  each  other  that  an 
attacking  force  against  either  singly  from  our  position  would  be  exposed 
to  flank  or  oblique  fire  from  the  other,  and  to  avoid  this  it  was  instantly 
arranged  that  Colonel  Manigault  should  change  his  front  to  the  right 
and  engage  the  battery  in  the  woods,  while  I  attacked  the  one  in  the 
open  ground.  In  accordance  with  this  plan,  Colonels  Feild's  and  Mc- 
Murry's  regiments  were  ordered  to  change  direction  to  the  right  for 
attack  upon  the  battery,  and  Colonel  Hurt,  with  his  regiment,  was  de- 
tached from  the  line  and  advanced  directly  forward  to  occupy  a  skirt  of 
woods  about  300  yards  to  his  front,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
other  two  regiments  from  flank  fire  during  their  movement  upon  the 
battery,  with  instructions  that,  if  he  engaged  no  enemy  in  these  woods, 
to  move  rapidly  forward  to  his  place  on  the  left  of  my  line.  These  move- 
ments were  executed  with  spirit  and  promptness,  but  the  enemy,  seeing 
the  approach  of  a  fresh  line,  hastily  withdrew  his  battery  and  its  sup- 
port from  the  ridge.     My  own  battery  was  hurried  into  position  and 
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delivered  several  shots  upou  his  retiring  force.  Seeing  the  enemy  re- 
tiring, the  movement  of  my  line  was  changed  more  sharply  to  the  right, 
throwing  a  small  part  of  it  into  the  woods  on  my  right  and  the  remainder 
moving  rapidly  forward  to  the  ridge-top  he  had  abandoned.  A  short 
delay  being  necessary  for  Colonel  Manigault  to  reform  his  brigade,  my 
own  got  considerably  in  advajice,  and  the  battery  in  the  woods  opened 
on  my  right  regiment.  Colonel  Feild  at  first  took  this  to  be  our  own 
battery,  and  ordered  his  regiment  to  lie  down  without  firing,  though  he 
was  within  200  yards  of  it  5  nor  was  this  mistake  discovered  until  one 
messenger  to  stop  its  fire  had  been  killed  and  another  narrowly  escaped 
the  same  fate.  His  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  fire,  and  with  the  aid 
of  (I  think)  a  portion  of  Colonel  Manigault^s  brigade,  which  came  up  on 
the  right,  soon  silenced  the  battery.  Meantime  my  other  two  regiments, 
having  attained  the  ridge-top  in  the  open  field  but  just  abandoned  by 
the  enemy,  were  met  with  a  furious  shelling  from  a  battery  in  plain  view, 
about  500  yards  distant,  and  just  across  the  Wilkinson  pike.  The  word 
coming  to  me  from  my  right  that  we  were  being  fired  on  by  our  own  bat- 
tery, led  me  to  take  the  one  across  the  road  to  be  alluded  to,  that  in  the 
woods  being  at  the  moment  hidden  from  my  sight.  Under  these  circum- 
stances my  line  was  ordered  to  lie  down,  and  staff  officers  sent  instantly 
to  the  right  for  accurate  information.  My  battle-flag  was  conspicuously 
displayed  from  the  ridge-top,  but  instead  of  diminishing  seemed  only  to 
attract  the  fire  of  the  battery  across  the  road.  [N'ext  moment  suspicion 
became  certainty  as  to  this  battery  by  discovering  the  flag  of  the  enemy 
in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  and  near  it.  His  purpose  in  withdrawing 
from  the  ridge  was  now  plain.  The  ground  between  my  line  and  the 
Wilkinson  pike  (a  distance  of  from  400  to  500  yards)  was  an  open  field, 
sloping  gradually  to  the  pike,  on  the  opposite  or  north  side  of  which  and 
directly  in  my  front  was  a  thick  wood,  affording  good  cover.  The  enemy 
had  withdrawn  from  the  ridge  I  now  occupied  and  posted  his  infantry 
in  these  woods,  and  established  his  battery  so  as  to  rake  the  field  be- 
tween us  with  an  oblique  fire  from  my  front  and  right.  Evidently  his 
dispositions  were  made  in  expectation  of  my  moving  directly  over  this 
field  against  him.  Fortunately,  however,  the  ridge  he  had  abandoned 
commanded  the  new  position  he  had  taken,  and,  finding  an  excellent 
location  for  my  battery,  I  got  it  instantly  in  position  and  opened  upon 
him  with  admirable  effect,  my  infantry  line  lying  down  the  while  for 
protection.  For  a  short  time  the  artillerj^  fire  was  hot  and  spirited,  but 
Turner's  Napoleons  and  12-pounder  howitzers,  being  in  easy  range  and 
aided  by  advantage  of  position,  were  more  than  the  enemy  could  stand. 
His  battery  was  soon  silenced  and  his  infantry  in  retreat  under  our  fire. 
About  this  time  Major-General  Cheatham  came  in  person  to  my  line, 
and  Colonel  Manigault  reported  his  brigade  reformed  and  again  ready  to 
advance.  By  order  of  the  major-general.  Colonel  Manigault  was  moved 
from  my  right  to  my  left,  and  we  moved  across  the  field  in  line  together, 
bearing  sharply  to  the  right,  General  Cheatham  accompanying  us.  In 
this  movement  my  center  regiment  passed  over  the  four  guns  just  beyond 
the  pike  with  which  my  battery  had  been  engaged,  and  which  were  too 
much  disabled  to  be  carried  off  in  the  enemy's  flight.  My  line,  after 
crossing  the  pike,  was  inclined  to  the  left,  and  moved  dovru  through  the 
cedar  brake  between  the  Wilkinson  and  Nashville  pikes.  Tne  enemy  fled 
before  us  without  making  any  stand  in  these  woods,  but  in  a  short  time 
opened  a  furious  shelling  from  his  main  position  near  the  Nashville  pike. 
My  command  was  halted  at  the  northern  margin  of  this  cedar  brake,  in 
line  with  other  brigades  on  my  right,  and  in  a  short  time  Major-General 
McCown's  division  came  forward  in  prolongation  to  my  left. 
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Duriiifj:  the  afternoou  tlie  bulk  of  our  left  and  center  forceps  were  con- 
ceuuated  iu  these  woods  and  i'ormed  in  two  lines,  apparently  in  antici- 
pation of  the  enemy  making  an  attack  to  regain  the  field  from  which  he 
had  been  driven.  My  command  remained  in  position  here  in  the  front 
line  until  Friday  evening,  when  I  was  ordered  to  take  position  to  the 
right,  in  support  of  our  batteries  near  the  Cowan  house. 

At  daylight,  Saturday  morning,  I  was  ordered  back  to  position  in  the 
cedar  brake  from  which  I  came  the  previous  evening^  and  remained  there 
until  our  army  retired  from  Murfreesborough,  my  brigade  bringing  up 
the  rear  on  the  Shelby ville  road. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  of  this  memorable  battle  without  expressing 
my  highest  satisfaction  in  the  conduct  of  my  entire  command.  During 
the  main  engagement,  and  the  frequent  and  severe  shellings  to  which 
they  were  exposed  for  the  three  days  following,  they  exhibited  the  steady 
and  reliable  courage  of  veterans.  Exposure  to  cold  and  drenching  rain, 
added  to  the  fatigue  of  the  battle,  could  not  fail  in  wearing,  1  o  some  ex- 
tent, their  bodies;  but  under  all  the  dangers  and  hardships  incident  to 
the  time,  the  morale  evinced  was  admirable.  Truly,  they  bore  them- 
selves as  soldiers,  comprehending  the  stake  involved. 

My  battalion  commanders — Colonels  Feild,  Hurt,  and  McMurry — have 
my  thanks  for  their  gallantry  and  efficiency  during  the  entire  action,  and 
I  refer  to  their  reports,  filed  with  this,  lor  particulars  as  to  their  officers 
and  men.  Also,  I  feel  it  proper  to  mention  First  Lieutenant  Turner, 
commanding,  First  Lieut.  Chandler  [S.]  Smith  and  Second  Lieut.  Charles 
[L.  B.]  lugraham,  of  my  battery,  for  their  good  conduct,  and  with  them 
thank  their  command  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  their  guns  were 
served. 

My  staff — Captain  [Thomas  H.]  Malone,  assistant  adjutant-general  j 
Captain  [E.]  Cockrill,  acting  ordnance  offieer  andaidej  Lieutenant  Kee- 
ble,  acting  assistant  inspector-general  and  aide — all  have  my  thanks  for 
valuable  services  and  assistance. 

Capt.  R.  H.  Harrison,  of  the  Ninth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  having  been 
temporarily  relieved  from  his  regular  command  by  the  consolidation  of 
his  regiment,  and  Hon.  John  F.  House,  acted  on  my  staff  as  volunteer 
aides,  and  exhibited  both  promptness  and  daring  throughout  the  action. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  day,  Captain  [J.  H.]  Trezevant,  First  Louisi- 
ana Regiment  (Regulars),  reported  to  me,  stating  himself  disabled  by  a 
wound  for  duty  on  foot,  but  anxious  to  render  what  service  he  could, 
mounted.  Under  these  circumstances  I  accepted  his  services,  and  thank 
him  for  bearing  several  orders  to  different  parts  of  the  field. 

I  have  previously  furnished  a  statement  of  the  losses  from  my  com- 
mand. 

Yery  respectfully, 

GEO.  MAIS^Y, 
Brigadier- QeneraL 

Maj.  John  iNauAM,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  208. 
Report  of  Col.  R.  R.  Feild,  First  Tennessee  Infantry. 


— ,  1863. 


In  compliance  with  orders,  I  must  submit  to  you  the  following  report 
of  the  part  my  command  took  in  the  action  before  Murfreesborough  on 
Wednesday,  Decemb^.r  31,  1862 : 

Enemy  opened  fire  on  me  just  as  our  line  arrived  at  the  brick-kiln, 
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some  400  or  500  yards  south  of  tlic  Wilkinson  i)ike,  from  a  four-gun  bat- 
tery about  200  yards  distant,  which  I  thought  at  first  was  our  own  bat- 
tery, from  its  position  and  our  very  close  proximity  to  it  before  it  opened 
fire.  With  that  belief  I  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down,  and  sent  Lieutenant 
fK.  F.]  James  forward  to  tell  them  that  they  were  firing  on  their  friends. 
He  approached  within  50  yards  of  the  battery,  when  he  was  shot  dead 
by  its  support.  I  still  believed  it  to  be  our  own  battery,  and  sent  another 
mounted  ofiBcer  to  see.  I  think  it  was  Lieutenant  [John  H.]  Marsh ;  I  do 
not  know.  He  rode  within  40  yards  of  it,  when  its  support  rose  up  and 
fired  a  volley  at  him,  but  fortunately  missing,  when  he  wheeled  his  horse 
and  made  his  escape.  Then  I  became  convinced  it  was  the  enemy,  and 
ordered  my  regiment  to  open  fire,  which  they  obeyed  with  reluctance, 
the  major  part  of  the  men  thinking  it  was  our  own  people.  But  after 
firing  a  few  rounds  they  became  satisfied  it  was  the  enemy,  and  then 
opened  with  great  vigor,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  guns,  which  guns 
we  passed  over  as  we  advanced,  and  also  passed  over  another  battery  on 
the  other  side  of  the  pike. 

All  the  loss  my  regiment  sustained  was  in  the  engagement  at  the  brick- 
kiln, which  was  some  eighty-odd,  and  was  the  only  place  that  we  actu- 
ally engaged  the  enemy. 

Great  credit  is  due  both  officers  and  men,  who  behaved  themselves 
with  coolness  and  bravery,  and  showed  themselves  worthy  of  the  regi- 
ment to  which  tliey  belong. 

Captain  Maney  and  his  company  was  attached  to  my  regiment  through- 
out the  whole,  and  acquitted  themselves  with  equal  credit  with  the  rest 
of  the  command.  Captain  [E.J  Cockrill  was  with  me  during  the  action 
and  rendered  valuable  service,  for  which  I  tender  him  my  thanks.  He 
had  his  horse  killed  under  him  while  riding  in  front  of  the  regiment  en- 
couraging the  men. 

H.  E.  FEH.D, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Tennessee  Regiment, 

[Brigadier-jGeneral  Geo.  Maney. 


Ko.  209. 

Report  of  Col.  James  A,  McMurry,  Fourth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  29,  1863. 

I  respectfully  report  that  my  regiment,  agreeably  to  orders  from  Brig. 
Gen.  G.  Maney,  commanding  brigade,  marched  from  their  camps  early 
on  the  morning  of  December  29  last,  and  took  their  position  in  line  of 
battle  in  the  center  of  the  brigade  before  Murfreesborough,  on  the  west 
bank  of  Stone's  Eiver,  and  remained  there  until  the  morning  of  the  31st, 
the  day  of  the  general  engagement,  except  the  first  evening,  when  it 
was  ordered  to  march  to  the  left  a  few  hundred  yards,  when  firing  from 
artillery  and  infantry  indicated  that  a  strong  attack  might  be  made. 
The  regiment  encamped  there  until  the  next  day,  when  it  was  ordered 
back  to  its  first  position  in  line  of  battle. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  firing  from  artilleiy 
and  infantry  gave  evidence  that  all  parts  of  the  front  line  were  engaged 
in  battle,  when  the  regiment,  as  early  as  8  a.  m.,  was  ordered  by  the  bri- 
gade commander  to  advance,  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  the  battle. 
47  R  R — VOL  XX,  PT  I 


738  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXEL 

The  regiment  advanced  to  a  distance  of  some  500  yards,  until  it  reached 
our  front  line  of  battle,  when  it  was  halted,  where  the  brigade  which 
occupied  our  front  line  of  battle,  for  some  cause,  had  been  thrown  into 
disorder  and  confusion.  After  halting  here  some  twenty  minutes,  until 
the  broken  brigade  had  reformed,  and  being  all  the  while  under  fire  from 
artillery  and  infantrj^  of  the  enemy,  in  position  in  a  skirt  of  woods  a 
little  in  advance  of  the  right  of  the  brigade,  near  what  is  called  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  the  regiment  again  received  orders  to  advance,  which 
was  done  by  making  a  circle  through  a  cotton-field  until  the  direction 
was  changed  to  the  right,  when  the  regiment  encountered  a  strong  bat- 
tery, well  and  ably  supported  by  infantry,  in  position  not  more  than 
300  yards  in  advance  of  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  apparently  not  more 
than  150  yards  distant,  when  the  first  battery  opened  upon  the  brigade. 
This  second  battery  was  considerably — some  say  300  yards  or  more — in 
rear  of  the  forces  of  the  enemj^  On  their  right,  being  driven  back  a 
considerable  distance,  and  from  the  artillery  and  infantry  combined,  a 
most  destructive  fire  was  directed  against  our  advancing  column ;  and 
it  being  altogether  uncertain  whether  the  missiles  of  death  were  directed 
by  friend  or  foe,  the  regiment  was  halted  and  covered,  and  protected 
itself  as  well  as  possible  upon  this  ground  and  behind  obstacles  until  it 
could  be  ascertained  by  whom  we  were  being  fired  upon.  Here  the 
brigade  commander,  who  was  immediately  in  the  rear  of  my  regiment, 
sent  some  of  his  staff  to  ascertain  this  fact  j  and  I  here  desire  to  call 
attention  to  the  skill,  gallantry,  and  cool  courage  of  Sergeant  Oakley, 
color-bearer  of  my  regiment,  who,  while  the  regiment  was  thus  waiting 
and  in  doubt,  volunteered  and  did  march  out  with  the  flag  of  his  coun- 
try some  8  or  10  paces  in  advance  of  his  regiment,  and  held  aloft  the 
flag,  which  he  bore  erect  some  ten  minutes  in  a  conspicuous  i>lace  for 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  amid  a  terrific  fire,  to  test  by  whose  fire  the 
brigade  was  suffering  so  severely.  The  continued  heavy  firing  directed 
upon  our  line  soon  demonstrated  that  the  battery  and  its  support  were 
no  mistaken  friends  of  ours,  and  the  battery  belonging  to  the  brigade  was 
placed  in  a  position  by  the  brigade  commander  on  an  eminence,  where  it 
and  all  the  infantry  of  the  brigade  opened  a  well-directed  and  destructive 
fire  against  the  hostile  battery  and  infantry,  and  after  a  heavy  fire  from 
us  (continued  some  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes)  we  drove  the  battery  and 
its  support  from  their  position,  which  resulted  in  the  l3attery  (consisting 
of  four  pieces  of  artillery)  being  carried  off  by  the  enemy  some  150  yards, 
when  it  was  captured  by  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  brigade,  the  enemy 
being  unable  to  carry  it  any  farther,  my  regiment  passing  immediately 
by  the  captured  guns. 

The  loss  to  my  regiment  in  dislodging  this  battery  and  its  infantry  sup- 
port from  this  well-selected  position  in  the  woods  (our  brigade  having  to 
attack  them  from  an  open  field)  was  very  considerable. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  Capt.  D.  P.  Skelton,  of  Company  K,  in  my 
regiment,  who  was  here  mortally  wounded.  This  was  a  severe  loss  to 
his  company ;  also  that  Capt.  C.  Brown  was  very  severely  wounded  in  the 
thigh— a  brave  officer,  who  is  disabled  from  any  further  field  service ; 
and  also  the  loss  of  2  non-commissioned  officers  and  5  privates,  and  some 
40  non-commissioned  [officers]  and  privates  were  wounded.  And  hero 
[Lieutenant]  John  Shane,  adjutant  in  the  regiment,  was  wounded  in  the 
arm,  who  had  rendered  valuable  assistance  on  the  day  of  the  battle, 
exhibiting  much  courage. 

After  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position,  the  regiment,  with  the  bri- 
gade, under  orders  from  the  commander,  advanced  through  a  skirt  of 
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woods.  Wlieu  they  had  proceeded  about  half  through  the  woods,  the 
euemy,  from  thtir  numerous  batteries  on  the  Nashville  and  Murfrees- 
borough  turnpike,  began  and  directed  a  heavy  cannonading  against  our 
advancing  line,  which  continued  for  some  twenty  minutes,  resulting  in 
the  wounding  of  some  2  or  3  men  in  Qiy  regiment,  and  from  here  the 
regiment  and  brigade,  which  had  been  in  the  present  line  of  attack  ever 
since  it  had  arrived  at  our  front  line  of  battle,  advanced  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Feild  (General  Maney  having  been  assigned  to  take 
command  of  the  left)  to  a  field  on  the  IS'ashville  and  Murfreesborough 
turnpike,  where  it  was  directed  to  be  halted,  and  where  it  opened  a  fire 
on  the  enemy^s  line  on  the  turnpike,  when  1  officer  of  the  regiment 
was  wounded  and  1  private  killed,  which  closed  the  fight  on  the  part 
of  my  regiment  that  day.  My  regiment  encamped  here  that  night  on 
our  extreme  front  line,  and  remained  on  our  extreme  front  line,  except 
one  night,  until  our  forces  were  withdrawn  on  Saturday  night,  at  2  a.  m., 
the  brigade  constituting  the  rear  guard  of  the  retiring  forces. 

During  the  three  days  after  the  fight  of  the  31st  the  enemy  kept  up 
a  brisk  but  irregular  fire  on  our  line,  which  was  not  returned  in  any 
way,  except  by  some  skirmishers,  which  I  kept  constantly  in  front  of  my 
regiment,  and  who,  it  is  believed,  did  considerable  execution  against  the 
enemy  by  the  discharge  of  their  small-arms. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  the  men  and  officers  of  the  regiment  en- 
dured considerable  hardships  and  privations  during  the  six  days  we 
were  in  line  of  battle  before  Murfreesborough  with  great  patience  and 
fortirude,  such  as  becomes  true  soldiers,  without  uttering  any  complaint, 
and  that  the  field,  staff,  and  company  officers  gallantly  and  with  alacrity 
performed  their  duties  during  the  whole  time,  and  to  whose  assistance 
much  is  due  to  the  part  performed  by  the  regiment  during  the  engage- 
ment. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  A.  McMUKEY, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Fourth  Tennessee  Regiment, 

Capt.  Thomas  H.  Malone, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  210. 


Report  of  Maj.  John  L.  Harris,  Sixth  Tennessee  Infantry,  commanding 

Sixth  and  Ninth  Regiments, 

March  20, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Sixth  and 
[Ninth]  (consolidated)  Tennessee  Kegiments  in  the  late  action  before 
Murfreesborough  on  December  31,  1862  : 

Having  been  posted  on  the  left  wing  of  General  Maney  brigade — which 
was  in  the  center  of  the  left  wing  and  in  the  second  line,  which  rested 
on  Stone's  River,  where  we  had  been  for  two  days  before  the  regular 
engagement,  which  began  on  the  morning  of  December  31— when  the 
firing  had  become  heavy  in  the  frontline,  which  was  early  in  the  morning 
of  December  31,  we  were  ordered  forward  to  support  it  with  the  balance 
of  the  brigade,  by  General  Maney.  After  marching  straight  to  the  front 
about  300  yards,  we  were  halted  in  a  corn-field  about  200  yards  in  front 
of  a  wood  lot,  in  which  a  portion  of  the  enemy  were  posted.    While  in 
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that  position  we  had  several  men  wounded.  The  command  was  here 
ordered  to  lie  down,  in  order  to  protect  themselves  as  much  as  possible 
against  a  heavy  enfilading  fire  from  the  right  by  one  of  the  eneray^s 
batteries.  The  regiment,  then  commanded  by  Col.  0.  S.  Hurt,  was 
ordered  from  this  place  by  General  Maney  to  move  otf  by  the  left  flank  to 
the  left  and  front,  on  an  angle  of  about  35^  from  the  original  parallel, 
in  rear  of  a  thicket  and  down  a  ravine,  so  as  to  gain  the  right  of  the 
woods.  We  were  then  ordered  by  the  left  flank  into  the  woods,  and  there 
formed  a  line  of  battle  perpendicular  to  the  original  line.  We  were  then 
ordered  forward.  After  having  gone  about  400  yards,  we  were  halted  in 
an  open  cotton-field  near  some  out-buildings.  Our  lines  were  raked 
here  most  terrifically  by  shot  and  shell  from  one  battery  on  our  right 
and  another  situated  a  little  to  the  left  of  our  right.  Here  we  were 
ordered  to  lie  down.  Believing  the  battery  on  our  right  to  be  ours, 
the  colors  of  the  regiment  were  ordered  forward  to  attract  their  atten- 
tion, whereupon  Sergt.  M.  C.  Hooks,  Company  E,  Ninth  Tennessee  Beg- 
iment,  advanced  to  the  front  and  placed  his  colors  on  the  top  of  a  crib, 
whereupon  the  battery  on  the  right  fired  at  it  and  struck  the  crib  near 
the  color- sergeant.  We  were  then  convinced  as  to  the  character  of  the 
battery,  which  still  kept  pouring  a  heavy  fire  upon  us.  Here  we  lost  3 
killed  and  several  wounded.  Among  the  killed  was  Lieutenant  [W.  D.] 
Irby,  then  commanding  Company  D,  Xinth  Tennessee  Regiment.  We 
were  then  ordered  forward,  bearing  slightly  to  the  right.  After  pro- 
ceeding about  GOO  yards  to  the  fence  of  a  third  field,  beyond  which  the 
enemy  were  strongly  massed  in  the  cedars,  with  their  batteries  playing 
upon  us  continually,  we  were  halted,  and  fired  one  round  at  the  enemy, 
they  returning  the  fire,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  our  men,  among 
whom  were  Lieutenant  [A.  J.]  Bucey,  of  Company  A,  Ninth  Tennessee 
Regiment,  and  Lieutenant  [T.  J.]  Gilliam,  also  of  Company  A,  but 
then  commanding  Comi)any  D,  Ninth  Tennessee  Regiment,  killed,  and 
Captain  [E.  B.]  McClanahan,  Company  G,  Sixth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
wounded.  We  were  then  ordered  by  Col.  C.S.  Hurt  to  our  former  posi- 
tion, and  there  formed  on  a  line  with  Smith's  battery,  100  yards  in  reai 
of  our  first  line.  After  Smith's  battery  had  driven  the  enemy  from  the 
woods  we  were  again  ordered  forward,  and  continued  to  the  front,  bear- 
ing to  the  right,  until  we  reached  a  cedar  glade  beyond  the  Wilkinson 
pike.  Here  we  were  halted,  being  partially  sheltered  by  the  trees  from 
the  most  terrific  fire  of  shot  and  shell  I  ever  saw,  completely  riddling 
the  forest  in  every  direction.  We  were  again  ordered  forward  amid  the 
thunder  of  artillery  and  the  crash  of  falling  timber,  and  continued  to 
march  to  the  front  until  we  arrived  at  the  south  side  of  a  field,  the  north 
side  of  which  rested  upon  the  Nashville  pike,  and  there  halted,  it  then 
being  between  2  and  3  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  the  enemy  being 
heavily  massed  both  in  laen  and  artillery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
field.  We  remained  here  until  the  following  morning  about  7  o'clock, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back  100  yards  into  the  cedar  glade  and 
hold  our  position. 

We  remained  here  until  the  evening  of  January  2, 1863,  keeping  up  a 
continued  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  all  the  time,  both  day  and  night. 
We  were  then  ordered  to  the  right,  and  placed  in  a  field  near  Cowan's 
dwelling.  The  next  morning  before  day  we  were  ordered  back  to  our 
original  line  in  the  cedar  glade,  where  we  remained  until  the  evacuation, 
and  then  assisted  in  bringing  up  the  rear  of  General  Cheatham's  division. 

During  all  the  exposure  both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  that 
becoming  coolness  and  courage  that  has  ever  made  Tennessee  troops 
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invincible.  Among  a  few  names  that  stand  conspicuous  are  Color- Sergt. 
M.  0.  Hooks  and  Private  Kobert  [T.]  Bond,  of  Company  E,  Isinth  Ten- 
nessee, who  was  seriously  wounded  at  Shiloh,  and  at  Perryville  received 
a  severe  wound  through  his  lungs,  and  was  found  among  the  foremost 
at  Murfreesborough  during  all  the  exposure  with  a  bullet-hole  through 
his  body.  Be  it  said  to  the  honor  of  the  conscripts  of  Company  I,  jN^inth 
Tennessee  Begiment,  they  stood  to  a  man,  advancing  and  retreating  in 
perfect  good  order. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

JIs^O.  L.  HAERIS, 
Major,  Comdg.  Sixth  and  Ninth  {consolidated)  Tenn.  Regis, 

Capt.  Thomas  H.  Malone, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  211- 

Eeports  of  Litut.  William  B.  Turner,  Smithes  Mississippi  battery, 

Shelbyyille,  Tenn.,  January  14,  1863. 

i\lAJOR :  In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  ]!:^o.  2,  issued  from  head- 
quarters artillery,  Polk's  corps.  Army  of  Tennessee,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  at  the  battle  of  Stone's  liiver  the  company  sustained  a  loss 
of  1  private  killed  (Henry  Sellers)  and  1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  and  2  pri- 
vates wounded,  4  horses  killed  and  6  wounded.  Ko  damage  done  to 
carriages  or  caissons. 

The  battery  was  engaged  four  different  times  on  Wednesday,  3l8t 
ultimo,  with  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  and  firing  on  their  infantry,  aver- 
aging about  half  an  hour  to  each  engagement. 

We  were  engaged  some  six  times  ou  Friday,  2d  instant.  We  drove 
back  a  line  of  iufantry  on  Wednesday,  and  on  Friday,  in  conjunction 
with  Carnes'  and  Stanford's  batteries,  were  engaged  with  several  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  and  drove  back  a  column  of  their  infantry.  The  effect 
of  our  two  light  12-pounders  was  particularly  noticeable.  That  evening 
after  sundown,  Captain  Stanford,  acting  chief  of  artillery,  seeing  a  line 
of  the  enemy's  infantry  approaching,  ordered  me  to  open  fire,  which  I 
did  upon  them  with  my  two  light  12-pounder  guns,  firing  several  rounds 
and  repulsing  the  enemy.  We  fired  during  the  two  days  we  were  en- 
gaged some  800  rounds,  composed  of  solid  shot,  shell,  S})herical  case,  and 
canister.  We  noticed  iiothing  inefficient  in  regard  to  the  projectiles  of 
the  Bormanu  fuses.  We  were  compelled  to  use  a  few  of  the  paper  fuses. 
They  proved  inefficient,  not  preserving';  the  range.  We  never  used  our 
adjustable  sights,  it  not  being  necessary. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  B.  tub:n^eb, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding  Light  Battery, 
Maj.  M.  Smith, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  1st  Div.,  PoWs  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee. 


January  29,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  special  orders  issued  from  headquarters,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of  Smith's  battery 
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during  the  engagements  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  from  Decern- 
ber  29,  1862,  to  January  3,  1863,  both  inclusive : 

On  the  29th,  the  battery  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  on  Stone's 
Eiver,  about  2J  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  on  the  left  wing,  and  lay 
in  i^osition  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  it  was  ordered  to  take  another 
position  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  farther  down  on  the  left.  In 
that  position  it  remained  until  about  sunset,  when  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
turn and  i)ark  my  battery  for  the  night  near  the  first-named  position. 
The  battery  was  not  engaged  during  the  day,  and  did  not  fire  a  single 
shot. 

On  the  30th,  I  was  ordered  to  cross  Stone's  Eiver  and  take  a  position  in 
rear  of  your  brigade,  which  T  did.  During  this  day  the  battery  was  not 
engaged,  though  exposed  to  heavy  shelling  from  the  enemy's  guns. 
In  this  position  the  battery  remained  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  I 
was  ordered  to  return  and  park  my  battery  for  the  night  in  the  same 
place  it  occupied  on  the  night  of  December  29. 

On  the  31st,  I  was  ordered  to  cross  Stone's  Eiver  and  take  a  position 
about  half  a  mile  from  said  river,  which  was  done,  and  the  battery  went 
into  action,  firing  a  few  rounds.  From  thence  I  was  ordered  about  half 
a  mile  farther  onward,  to  take  another  position.  At  this  point  the  bat- 
tery went  into  action  a  second  time,  firing  upon  one  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, as  well  as  upon  their  infantry.  In  this  second  engagement  the 
battery  fired  about  200  rounds,  and  was  engaged  about  forty  minutes; 
succeeded  in  silencing  the  enemy's  battery,  as  well  as  driving  back  their 
infantry.  The  enemy's  battery  having  ceased  firing,  and  their  infantry 
having  fallen  back,  I  was  ordered  to  advance  farther  onward  and  take 
a  position  near  the  one  occupied  by  the  enemy's  battery,  which  had  been 
captured  during  the  second  engagement.  In  this  position  the  battery 
remained  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  I  was  ordered  to  another  posi- 
tion to  the  right  of  the  one  last  occupied,  and  at  this  point  the  battery 
was  engaged  about  twenty  minutes,  firing  several  rounds.  I  then  parked 
it  near  by  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1, 1  was  ordered  with  my  battery  to  take 
a  position  near  the  one  last  held  the  evening  before,  which  was  done. 
The  battery  lay  in  this  position  during  the  whole  day  without  being 
engaged.  On  the  night  of  January  1,  it  was  parked  in  the  same  place, 
and  the  men,  according  to  orders,  went  to  building  fortifications,  which 
occupied  them  until  a  late  hour. 

At  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  January  2,  the  battery  was  ordered  to 
the  right  of  the  JSTashville  pike,  to  take  a  i^osition  on  Stone's  Eiver,  which 
was  done,  and  during  the  day  it  was  engaged  six  times,  averaging  about 
a  half  hour  to  each  engagement.  In  the  action  of  this  day  the  battery 
succeeded  twice  (in  connection  with  those  of  Games,  Stanford,  and  Scott) 
in  driving  back  a  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  The  effect  of  our  two 
12-i^ounder  Napoleon  guns  was  noticed  i^articularly  during  the  whole 
day,  and  late  in  the  evening  they  succeeded  of  themselves  in  driving 
back  a  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  Some  time  after  dark  I  was 
ordered  back  across  the  pike,  and  parked  my  battery  for  the  night. 

On  January  3, 1  was  ordered  with  my  battery  to  the  left  on  the  Wil- 
kinson pike,  and  lay  in  position  during  the  whole  day  without  being 
engaged.  In  the  evening  of  this  day  I  was  ordered  to  camp  about  2 
miles  from  Murfreesborough,  on  the  Shelbyville  pike,  and  there  parked 
my  battery  until  the  evening  of  the  4th,  when  I  was  ordered  to  proceed 
on  toward  Shelbyville. 

The  commander  takes  great  pleasure  to  include  in  this  report  that 
his  men  remained  steadily  at  their  posts,  filling  their  respective  duties 
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during  tbe  hottest  part  of  tlie  engagement,  and  acted  in  every  respect 
commendable  as  soldiers. 

The  list  of  casualties  were  1  killed  and  4  slightly  wounded;  also  8 
horses  killed  and  lost. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

WM.  B.  TURNER, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Smithes  Battery  Light  Artillery, 

Capt.  Thomas  H.  Malone, 
A.  AM.,  Maney\s  Brig.,  Cheatham^s  iJiv.^  PoWs  Corps,  Army  of  Tenn, 


No.  212. 


Report  of  Col.  A.  J.  Vauglian,  jr..  Thirteenth  Tcimessee  Infantry,  com- 
manding Fourth  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Camp  near  Shelbyville,  January  9,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  an  official  report  of  the  action 
of  the  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division,  Polk's  corps.  Army  of  Tennes- 
see, in  the  battle  before  Murfrees borough,  temporarily  under  my  com- 
mand, during  the  engagement  of  December  31,  [1862,]  and  the  prelimi- 
nary skirmish  of  the  day  before. 

The  brigade  consisted  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth  Senior  Ten- 
nessee Regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  M.  Magevney,  jr. ;  Thirteenth  Tennessee 
Regiment,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  Morgan ;  Twelfth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
Maj.  J.  N.  Wyatt;  Forty-seventh  Tennessee  Volunteers,  Capt.  W.  M. 
Watkins ;  Ninth  Texas  Infantry,  Col.  W.  H.  Young;  Twenty-ninth  Ten- 
nessee Volunteers,  Maj.  J.  B.  Johnson ;  Capt.  P.  T.  AUin's  company  of 
sharpshooters ;  Lieut.  J.  R.  J.  Creighton,  and  the  light  battery  of  Capt. 
W.  L.  Scott.  Our  line  was  formed,  with  the  left  resting  on  the  Triune 
road,  300  yards  in  rear  of  Loomis'  brigade,  not  far  behind  Smith's  house. 
The  One  hundred  and  fifty -fourth  Senior  Tennessee  Regiment,  being 
detached  to  the  support  of  Robertson's  battery,  occupied  a  position  near 
the  front  line,  with  its  right  resting  on  the  same  road  and  opposite  the 
house  before  named. 

About  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  30th,  skirmishing,  which  had 
been  going  on  between  the  pickets  along  the  whole  line,  was  entered  into 
with  great  warmth  in  my  front,  and  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  which  had 
been  posted  on  an  advantageous  spot,  opened  upon  the  woods  in  which 
my  command  was  in  line,  shelling  it  with  great  fury  and  wounding  some 
of  my  officers  and  men,  at  the  same  time  engaging  Robertson's  battery 
in  an  artillery  duel  of  terrible  severity.  At  one  time  this  battery  was 
threatened  with  an  impetuous  charge  by  the  enemy,  when  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty-fourth  Senior  Tennessee  Regiment,  in  support,  rushed 
forward,  resisting  with  great  gallantry  the  attempt,  losing  in  killed  and 
wounded  several  of  its  officers  and  men.  After  a  shelling,  about  dark, 
of  the  camp-fires  of  this  regiment  by  the  enemy,  the  contest  closed  for 
the  day,  and  we  rested  upon  our  arms  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  the  next  morning  the  battle  opened,  and  before  sunrise  I 
received  information  that  the  front  line  needed  immediate  support,  and 
moved  my  command  forward.  The  Ninth  Texas  Regiment,  having  been 
for  safety  rested  about  100  yards  in  rear  of  its  position  in  alignment, 
was  unable,  because  of  that  fact  and  the  want  of  room  betweei  the 
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riglit  of  the  line  and  the  road,  it  being  on  the  extreme  left,  to  move  in 
line  with  the  brigade.  Accordingly',  Oai)t.  M.  W.  Oliiskey,  assistant 
adjutant- general,  moved  it  and  rested  it  on  the  right  of  Wood's  brigade. 
Moving  the  balance  of  my  brigade  obliquely  across  the  open  field  to  the 
rear  and  right  of  Smith's  house  under  a  tremendous  artillery  and  in- 
fantry fire,  I  soon  occupied  the  front  of  our  line,  on  the  left  of  Mani- 
gault's  brigade,  and  engaged  a  largely  superior  force  of  the  enemy  in  a 
most  hotly  contested  fight,  driving  him  away  from  two  of  his  guns,  which 
had  been  prominent  in  contesting  our  advance. 

About  the  same  time  my  assistant  adjutant- general  gave  Colonel  [W. 
H.]  Young,  of  the  jSTinth  Texas  Infantry,  orders  to  move  forward  from 
the  position  in  which  he  had  placed  it,  on  the  right  of  Wood's  brigade, 
and  attack  the  enemy  sheltered  in  the  woods  in  front  of  him,  which  he 
did  in  most  gallant  style,  and  succeeded  in  driving  him,  though  with 
great  loss,  through  the  woods  and  open  field  on  the  other  side.  On  the 
right,  after  driving  the  enemy  from  the  guns  mentioned,  Manigault's 
brigade,  not  being  supported  by  its  reserve,  gave  way,  and  my  brigade, 
having  none  either  in  reserve  or  on  my  immediate  left,  was  forced  by 
the  enemy,  heavily  re-enforced,  to  withdraw,  which  it  did,  after  being 
commanded  by  me  so  to  do,  in  good  order,  rallying  on  their  colors  on 
their  original  line.  I  again  advanced  my  command,  this  time  through 
the  woods  and  to  the  left  of  my  former  line  of  advance,  and  reached  the 
large  open  fields  between  the  Wilkinson  and  Triune  pikes  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery.  Forming  on  the  left  of  Maney's  brigade,  I  placed  the 
Kinth  Texas  Infantry,  which  had  again  united  with  my  command,  on 
my  right,  and  rest^ed  my  men,  to  shelter  them  from  the  severe  artillery 
fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  being  unremittingly  hailed  upon  them. 
Ordered  by  Major-General  Cheatham,  I  moved  forward,  with  Maney  on 
my  right  and  unsupported  on  my  left.  Reaching  the  woods  near  the 
Wilkinson  pike,  I  encountered  Brig.  Gen.  Bushrod  [R.]  Johnson's  bri- 
gade on  a  line  of  battle  perpendicular  to  my  own.  After  a  delay  on 
this  account,  I  received  the  order  to  advance  and  engage  the  enemy. 
Moving  through  Johnson's  line  of  battle,  I  changed  front  and  advanced 
on  the  enemy,  thickly  posted  in  the  woods  on  my  right,  from  which  they 
had  been  shelling  our  lines.  Upon  our  near  approach,  he  fled  through 
the  skirt  of  woods  across  the  Wilkinson  toward  the  Nashville  pike.  I 
again  changed  front,  and,  crossing  the  Wilkinson  pike,  moved  through 
the  same  woods  on  their  left  flank  with  a  view  of  cutting  them  ofl'. 
When  about  half  through  these  woods,  engaging  the  enemy  on  my  right 
flank  as  I  went  along,  1  met  a  line  of  battle  somewhat  lapping  my  left, 
which  I  found  to  be  Wood's  brigade,  engaging  another  force  of  the 
enemy  in  his  front.  General  [S.  A.  M.]  Wood  desired  my  support  to 
save  him  from  being  flanked  on  the  right.  Accordingly,  I  moved  for- 
ward and  engaged  this  force,  driving  him  across  the  open  field  and  dirt 
road  into  the  only  remaining  field  between  us  and  the  Nashville  pike, 
where  a  large  wagon  train  of  the  enemy  was  distinctly  visible.  At  this 
point  I  found  myself  about  to  be  flanked  on  my  right  by  a  strong  force 
of  the  enemy  posted  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  field.  Seeing  no 
signs  of  any  support  on  my  right,  which  I  had  supposed  was  following 
me  to  continue  my  alignment  on  the  right,  I  concluded  to  rapidly  con- 
tinue my  advance  upon  the  enemy,  which  had  been  driven  toward  the 
pike  and  which  had  again  rallied  and  formed  in  line,  and,  by  driving 
him,  to  force  the  troops  threatening  my  flank  to  retire.  Such  was  the 
spirit  and  vigor  with  which  my  men  pursued  this  object  that  the  troops 
on  my  left  did  not  keep  up  with  them,  and  before  I  could  effect  the  pur- 
pose I  had  in  view,  my  right  flank  was  so  severely  enfiladed  that  I  was 
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compelled  to  retire  tliem  after  again  driving  tlie  enemy  from  one  of  liis 
batteries,  wliicli  on  that  account  I  was  unable  to  bring  off.  Withdraw- 
ing my  troops  to  the  Wilkinson  pike,  I  there  remained  in  line  of  battle 
on  our  extreme  left  for  the  remaining  short  portion  of  the  day  and  for 
the  entire  night.  There  was  no  renewal  of  the  engagement  on  Thursday, 
and  on  Friday  morning  Brig.  Gen.  Preston  Smith  having  arrived,  I 
turned  over  his  command  to  him. 

The  battery  of  Captain  Scott,  being  otherwise  disposed,  was  not  en- 
gaged with  the  brigade  in  the  actions  reported  on.  Its  subsequent 
operations  will  form  the  subject  of  a  report  from  its  captain,  through 
Brig.  Gen.  Preston  Smith. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  refer  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  entire 
command.  Obeying  with  alacrity  every  order  I  gave  them  to  forward; 
engaging  the  enemy  whenever  they  met  him  with  a  spirit  and  impet- 
uosity which  evinced  their  earnestness ;  retiring,  even  though  exposed 
to  the  most  galling  fire,  only  when  I  ordered  them,  and  rallying  upon 
their  colors  whenever  they  were  called  upon  to  do  so,  they  presented  an 
exhibition  of  heroic  valor  seldom  equaled  and  never  surpassed  by  an 3" 
body  of  men.  The  report  of  the  fatality  in  the  brigade  demonstrates 
how  well  they  have  earned  the  tribute  I  pay  them.  The  killed  and 
wounded  among  officers  illustrates  how  well  they  stood  at  their  posts 
through  all  of  the  peril.  The  horses  of  every  one  of  the  general  field  and 
staff  except  one,  and  of  every  one  of  the  regimental  field  and  staff  except 
two,  were  killed  under  them. 

The  incidents  of  conspicuous  gallantry  were  so  numerous  as  to  pre- 
clude the  mention  of  all  of  them  in  this  report. 

Colonel  Young,  of  the  I^inth  Texas  Infantry,  seized  the  colors  of  his 
regiment  in  one  of  its  most  gallant  charges  and  led  it  through. 

When  standard-bearer  Quinn,  a  gallant  soldier  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty-fourth  Senior  Tennessee  Kegiment,  was  killed,  Major  [J.  W.] 
Dawson  snatched  the  broken  staff,  and  carried  it  with  the  colors  at  the 
head  of  the  regiment  during  the  balance  of  the  fight. 

In  many  instances  entire  officers  of  some  of  the  companies  were  killed 
and  wounded,  and  they  were  gallantly  led  by  the  non-commissioned 
officers. 

In  the  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Eegiment  Lieutenant-Colonel  [W.  E.] 
Morgan  was  mortally  wounded.  Major  [Peter  H.]  Cole  was  killed,  and 
senior  Captain  [W.  J.]  Crook  was  dangerously  wounded.  Captain  [E. 
P.]  Lanier  took  charge  of  the  regiment  and  carried  it  gallantly  through 
the  fight. 

All  the  regimental  commanders  behaved  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the 
responi>ible  positions  they  had  been  called  upon  to  occupy. 

The  company  of  sharpshooters  was  placed  to  the  right  of  the  One 
hundred  and  fifty-fourth  Senior  Regiment  and  not  used  as  a  separate 
command.  Its  commanding  officer.  Lieutenant  [J.  R.  J.]  Creighton,  was 
dangerously  wounded  and  Second  Lieutenant  [A.  M.]  Bunch  was  killed 
while  nobly  leading  their  men.  Lieutenant  [T.  F.]  Pattison  carried  them 
through  the  remainder  of  the  fight  with  f^jreat  credit. 

Cai^t.  M.  W.  Cluskey,  assistant  adjutant-general,  discharged  his  duty 
to  the  fullest  extent.  Intrusting  to  him  the  execution  of  the  most  im- 
portant orders,  he  carried  them  out  with  a  promptness  and  coolness 
which  greatly  facilitated  me  in  the  direction  of  the  brigade.  In  one  of 
the  warmest  charges  near  the  IsTashville  pike  his  horse  was  killed  under 
him. 

I  must  bear  especial  testimony  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieut.  Frank 
B.  Kodgers  aide-de-camp,  and  Capt  John  W.  Harris  [Company  L,  Fifth 
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Tennessee],  assigned  to  duty  on  my  staff,  who  rendered  most  efficient 
aid  in  carrying  out  my  orders  and  in  rallying  and  cheering  the  men  by 
their  own  example  of  personal  daring  and  valor.  Lieutenant  Rodgers 
had  a  horse  killed  under  him. 

Maj.  E.  A.  Beech er,  brigade  quartermaster,  by  his  attention  to  the 
removal  of  the  wounded  from  the  field,  the  burying  of  the  dead,  and  the 
gathering  up  of  the  guns  and  ammunition  scattered  upon  it,  and  his 
efficiency  in  every  way  necessary  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  com- 
mand, is  entitled  to  special  commendation. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  find  a  report*  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  in  this  command,  as  also  the  separate  reports  of  Col.  W. 
H.  Young,  commanding  Ninth  Texas  Infantry,  and  senior  Gapt.  R.  F. 
Lanier,  commanding  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  to  which  you  are 
respectfully  referred. 
Respectfully, 

A.  J.  YAUGHAN,  Jr., 
Senior  Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade* 
Capt.  John  Ingram, 

Acfg.  Asst.  Adjt.  Oen.j  First  I)iv.,  FoWs  Corps,  Army  of  Tenn. 
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Report  of  Capt.  R.  F.  Lanier,  Thirteenth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1863. 
On  the  morning  of  December  31,  1862,  about  6.30  o^clock,  Lieut.  CoL 
William  E.  Morgan,  commanding  Thirteenth  Regiment  Tennessee  Yol- 
unteers.  had  the  regiment  formed  to  the  right  of  the  Triune  road,  upon 
which  road  the  left  of  the  brigade  rested.  •  We  remained  in  line  but  a 
short  while,  when  we  were  ordered  forward  to  the  support  of  Brigadier- 
General  Gardner's  [S.  A.  M.  Wood's]  brigade,!  which  was  then  engaging 
the  enemy  in  a  wood  on  the  far  side  of  a  corn-field  immediately  in  our  front. 
We  marched  boldly  forward  until  within  100  yards  of  the  wood,  when  we 
were  ordered  to  halt  and  lie  down,  as  we  had  come  under  the  enemy's 
fire.  We  remained  in  this  position  but  a  few  minutes  when  the  line  in 
our  front  came  retreating  back,  and  we  were  ordered  to  rise  and  move 
forward,  which  the  men  did  with  a  yell.  Here  we  were  under  a  galling 
fire,  and  I  regret  to  state  that  Lieut.  Col.  William  E.  Morgan  and  Maj. 
P.  H.  Cole  were  mortally  wounded,  and  many  of  our  men  were  killed 
and  wounded  before  we  entered  the  woods,  but  our  gallant  men  did  not 
falter,  but  rushed  forward  with  a  shout  and  entered  the  woods,  driving 
the  enemy  before  them  and  forcing  him  to  leave  a  steel  piece  of  artillery, 
which  he  had  used  with  terrible  effect  upon  us.  We  continued  advanc- 
ing until  ordered  by  Colonel  Vaughan,  commanding  brigade,  to  retire, 
caused  by  a  terrible  cross-fire  from  the  right.  We  fell  back  beyond  the 
field,  and  quickly  reformed  the  regiment  and  moved  by  the  left  fiank  up 
the  Triune  road,  where  we  were  supplied  with  ammunition,  and  moved 
by  the  right  flank  in  line  of  battle  to  the  left  of  Brigadier-General  Maney, 
in  an  open  field,  where  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  lie  down  to  protect 
us  from  the  terrible  shelling  from  the  enemy's  battery  on  our  right. 
From  this  position  we  moved  forward  across  the  Wilkinson  pike  and 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  676. 

t  Garduer  was  reheved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  December  14,  1862. 
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rested  a  short  time,  and  as  we  moved  from  here  we  changed  front  for- 
ward on  first  company,  first  battalion,  and  marched  across  an  open  field 
into  a  cedar  thicket  to  the  left  of  Brigadier-General  Polk,  and  engaged 
the  enemy  and  drove  them  across  a  field,  and  our  men  followed  them, 
although  raked  by  artillery  from  the  front  and  right  and  a  terrible  fire 
of  musketry.  Kear  the  Nashville  pike  we  drove  them  from  two  pieces 
of  artillery  immediately  in  our  front,  with  the  assistance  of  the  rest  of  the 
brigade.  We  fell  back  from  liere  to  the  Wilkinson  pike  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  1863,  we  moved  a  sliort  distance  to  the 
right  down  the  Wilkinson  pike  in  rear  of  the  division,  massed,  when  I 
turned  the  command  over  to  Colonel  Vaughan,  jr. 

Without  casting  any  reflections  where  all  did  their  part  nobly,  I  would 
here  mention  Private  Ike  A.  Stone,  Company  I,  who  was  severely 
wounded  early  in  the  engagement,  but,  binding  up  his  wounds,  he  took 
charge  of  his  company,  the  captain  (Crook)  Tjeing  wounded.  He  re- 
ceived a  second  wound,  but  still  fought  bravely  on.  Adjutant  [E.  M.] 
Harwell  called  for  some  person  to  take  the  colors,  when  Private  Leon 
Joubert,  Company  G,  volunteered  and  carried  them  through  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fight,  always  in  front  of  the  line  and  among  the  last  to 
retire. 

I  herewith  submit  the  list*  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
Eespectfully, 

E.  F.  LANIEE, 
Senior  Captain,  Commanding  Regiment 

Col.  A.  J.  Yaughan,  Jr. 


No.  214. 
Report  of  Maj.  J,  B,  JoJinsoiij  Ticenty -ninth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

February  29, 1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee  Eegiment  in  the  recent  battle  near  Mur- 
freesborough : 

On  Tuesday  evening  we  were  posted  in  line  of  battle  about  60  yards 
in  rear  and  to  the  right  of  Eobertson's  battery,  which  was  soon  after 
engaged  in  a  furious  cannonade  with  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries.  We 
were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  all  during  the  time,  by  which  we 
lost  several  men  killed  and  wounded,  including  two  lieutenants  of  Com- 
pany I,  wounded. 

Early  Wednesday  morning  orders  were  received  to  advance  and  attack 
the  enemy,  strongly  posted  at  the  extremity  of  a  large  field  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  from  our  position,  and,  charging  through  this  field,  exposed 
to  a  brisk  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  the  enemy  were  driven  back  from  this 
position  in  disorder ;  but  we  not  being  supported  on  the  flank,  when 
the  enemy  came  up  with  fresh  troops,  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  on 
the  left,  the  regiment  and  brigade  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  their 
original  position,  which  they  did  in  excellent  order,  having  suffered  the 
larger  part  of  our  casualties  during  the  day  at  this  place.  Having  rested 
for  ten  minutes,  and  received  ammunition,  an  advance  was  ordered  across 
the  same  field,  a  little  to  the  left,  the  enemy  having  been  driven  back. 
They  were  again  encountered  in  about  a  mile  of  the  first  position,  and^ 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  676. 
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after  a  short  fig^ht  fell  back  to  a  thicket  of  cedars  and  river  bluff,  afford- 
ing protection  to  the  enemy's  line,  and  here  the  firing  was  so  heavy  that, 
after  a  short  while,  seeing  that  they  were  too  strong  for  our  greatly 
reduced  brigade,  orders  were  given  to  fall  back  to  the  road,  half  a  mile 
back,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

The  [conduct  of  the]  officers  and  men  in  this  regiment  was  admirable 
and  commendable. 

The  casualties  of  the  regiment  were  as  follows:  Went  into  the  fight 
with  effective  force  of  220  men ;  killed  and  wounded,  102 ;  missing,  10. 
Total,  112  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

^  I  noticed  that  a  great  many  guns  (chielly  Enfield  rifles)  after  a  short 
time  became  so  foul  that  the  balls  had  to  be  hammered  down,  thereby 
causing  slow  fire. 

During  the  three  days  subsequent  to  the  Wednesday  fight  our  position 
was  shifted  several  times  in  the  lines,  and,  though  exposed  to  an  almost 
continued  fire  of  artillery,  no  casualties  ensued.  We  were  on  the  extreme 
left  of  the  line  of  battle,  in  the  front  line,  during  the  last  day. 
KespectfuUy, 

J.  B.  JOHNSON, 
Major^  Commanding  Ticenty -ninth  Tennessee  Regiment, 
Capt.  M.  W.  Cluskey, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Kg.  215. 


Report  of  Lietit,  Col.  Michael  Magevney^jr.^  One  hundred  and  fifty-fourth 
Tennessee  Infantry^  Senior  Regiment. 

Camp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

February  26,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  hereby  submit  a  report  of  the  part  which  my  command  took 
in  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough  on  December  30  and  31,  1862,  and 
following. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  [December]  30,  I  was  detailed  by  the 
major-general  commanding  to  support  Captain  Eobertson's  battery  of 
artillery,  and  late  in  the  afternoon  the  same  became  warmly  engaged 
with  the  enemy.  I  drew  up  my  command  in  the  rear  of  the  battery, 
extending  the  left  wing  of  the  battalion,  and  a  little  forward,  to  take 
advantage  of  a  dip  in  the  ground.  The  enemy's  guns  opened  on  our 
battery,  and  also  their  skirmishers  were  deployed  forward,  when  the 
left  wing  of  my  command  became  warmly  engaged.  At  this  time  the 
enemy  came  out  of  the  woods  in  force,  evidently  intent  on  charging  our 
battery.  As  our  gunners  were  in  a  great  measure  disabled  by  the  severe 
fire  to  which  they  were  subjected,  I  moved  forward  the  line  in  front  of 
the  guns,  determined  to  meet  them  with  a  counter-charge,  but  they  fell 
back  under  cover,  and  I  occupied  my  former  position.  A  few  limbers 
or  caissons  were  blown  up,  when  Captain  Eobertson  limbered  to  the 
rear,  1  opening  the  ranks  to  allow  of  his  guns  passing  through,  and 
then  retired.  After  dark  the  command  was  moved,  by  orders  of  Colo- 
nel Vaughan,  to  our  place  on  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  early  on 
Wednesday  morning  we  were  brought  into  action.  The  command  was 
not  again  detached  from  the  brigade  during  the  action. 

I  take  pride  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
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of  both  my  officers  and  men  during  the  battle.  Among  those  conspic- 
uous for  bravery  on  the  field,  Maj.  John  W.  Dawson  merits  a  position, 
as  also  Adjt.  W.  H.  Stovall,  who  took  command  of  Company  G  after 
Captain  [B.  B.]  Hutcheson  was  carried  off  the  field  wonnded,  and  com- 
manded the  company  with  ability.  In  fact,  it  is  impossible  to  discrim- 
inate where  all  nobly  performed  their  part. 
The  regiment  went  into  action  245  aggregate,  and  our  loss  was : 

Killed 14 

Wounded ^;^ 

Missing 3 

Total 100 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  MAGEVNEY,  Jr., 
Lieut.  Col.,  Comdg.  One  hundred  and  fifty -fourth  Senior  Te?m. 
Lieut.  F.  B.  Eodgers,  Aide-de-Oamp. 


^o.  216. 
Beport  of  Col.  William  H.  Young,  Ninth  Texas  Infantry, 

January  6, 1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  my  regiment  while  separated  from  the  brigade  in  the  action  of 
December  31,  1862 : 

The  regiment  advanced  in  its  proper  position  with  the  brigade  until 
the  brigade  entered  the  corn-field  in  front  of  the  original  line  of  battle 
occupied  by  it.  Here  the  r^^giment,  by  its  position,  was  immediately  on 
the  left  of  the  field  when  the  brigade  became  engaged.  There  being  no 
enemy  in  my  front,  I  moved  forward,  by  order  of  Captain  Cluskey,  to 
the  top  of  the  next  hill,  when  the  enemy  appeared  off  to  my  right-oblique 
about  200  yards.  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  fire,  upon  which  they  poured 
two  volleys  into  the  enemy ;  but  perceiving  that  the  brigade  had  ob- 
liqued to  the  right,  and  knowing  that  my  tire  would  be  more  effective 
by  a  nearer  approach  to  the  enemy,  I  moved  by  the  right  flank  until  my 
right  was  near  the  Twenty-ninth  Tennessee ;  I  then  moved  by  the  left 
flank  and  took  position  behind  a  tall  fence  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy, 
who  was  posted  about  100  yards  immediately  in  my  front,  behind  a  ledge 
of  rocks  and  a  fence.  Here  General  Wood's  brigade,  which  was  on  my 
left  when  Captain  Cluskey  ordered  me  forward,  came  up  on  my  left  again 
and  opened  fire  j  but  seeing  that  our  combined  attack  had  but  little  effect 
toward  dislodging  the  enemy,  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  cross  the  fence 
for  the  purpose  of  charging  the  enemy's  position,  which  they  did,  but, 
mistaking  my  intention,  advanced  50  paces  and  again  halted  and  opened 
fire.  Here,  while  endeavoring  to  get  them  to  hear  my  command  "  for- 
ward," my  horse  was  shot,  as  well  as  that  of  the  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
for  five  minutes  the  regiment  received  a  most  murderous  fire,  which  killed 
and  wounded  more  than  100  of  my  men,  including  nearly  all  of  the 
commissioned  officers.  Seeing  that  we  were  suffering  from  a  cross-fire, 
I  resolved  to  charge  and  rout  the  enemy  from  his  position.  Passing 
down  the  line,  I  notified  each  company  of  my  intention,  and  then,  taking 
the  colors,  I  ordered  the  regiment  to  move  forward  with  a  shout,  both  of 
which  they  did  a  la  Texas.    It  was  at  this  juncture  that  Captain  Cluskey, 
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who  had  been  with  the  regiment  all  the  time  since  it  became  engaged, 
rode  off  to  the  balance  of  the  brigade.  Charging  with  a  yell  through 
the  cedar  brake  in  our  front,  the  enemy  fled  at  our  approach.  Having 
halted  at  the  position  formerly  occupied  by  the  enemy,  we  poured  a  fire 
into  them  as  they  retreated  (with  great  loss)  through  the  open  woods 
which  make  up  into  the  field  in  which  is  situated  the  first  Abolition 
hospital  we  passed ;  but  seeing  they  were  getting  out  of  range,  and 
thinking  the  brigade  had  advanced  on  my  right,  I  crossed  the  second 
fence  and  pursued  after  the  enemy,  who  were  completely  thrown  into 
confusion  in  the  immediate  front  of  my  regiment  and  Wood^s  brigade, 
which  had  been  advancing  steadily  after  my  regiment  on  the  left.  Here 
I  discovered  an  extended  line  of  battle  moving  across  the  open  field  a 
short  distance  in  advance  on  my  right,  and,  thinking  it  was  my  own  bri- 
gade, ordered  the  men  not  to  fire  on  them,  but  as  they  advanced  up  the 
slope  the  sun  revealed  their  blue  coats,  and  we  opened  on  them.  They, 
as  well  as  the  line  (rather  mass)  in  our  front,  continued  to  retreat  until 
they  entered  a  wood  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  hospital  above 
named.  We  followed  them,  advancing  as  far  as  the  upper  ed^e  of  the 
woods  which  make  up  into  the  field.  Here  some  half  a  dozen  batteries 
opened  on  us  from  almost  every  point  of  the  edge  of  the  woods  opposite, 
and,  seeing  that  the  troops  on  the  right  were  not  advancing,  we  fell  back 
a  short  distance  after  Wood^s  brigade  and  reformed.  Here  I  dispatched 
a  messenger  in  search  of  the  brigade,  but  he  failing  to  find  it,  I  advanced 
with  a  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  which  had  attached  itself  to  my  left, 
moving  to  the  right-oblique  across  the  open  field  and  past  the  Abolition 
hospital  above  named  some  considerable  distance,  when  a  staff  officer 
notified  me  that  Oheatham^s  division  was  advancing  in  my  rear,  and 
that  Maney's  brigade,  from  whom  I  was  concealed  by  the  buildings  of 
the  hospital,  would  fire  on  me  for  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  if  they  saw 
me.  So,  requesting  him  to  ride  back  and  notify  that  brigade,  I  fell  back 
and  formed  on  General  Maney's  left,  where  our  own  brigade  found  us 
upon  advancing. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of  my  officers  and 
men.  My  commissioned  officers  all  did  their  duty  bravely,  so  I  will  not 
specify  any  in  particular.  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Miles  A.]  Dillard  was 
conspicuous  for  the  zeal,  energy,  and  bravery  he  displayed  during  the 
whole  day.  My  loss  has  been  furnished  numerically  in  another  report. 
With  much  resi^ect,  I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  YOCTNG, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Ninth  Texas  Infantry, 

Capt.  M.  W.  Cluskey, 

A»  A.  G.J  Fourth  Brig.,  First  Div.^  PoWs  Corps,  Army  of  Tenn, 


Ko.  217. 

Report  of  Capt.  W.  L.  Scott ,  Tennessee  battery. 

Hdqrs.  Fourth  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

January  10,  1863. 
Capt.  John  Ingram, 

Asst.  AdjU  Gen.j  First  Biv.,  PolWs  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee : 

Captain  :  Herewith  I  submit  the  report  of  Captain  Scott,  command- 
ing light  battery,  attached  to  my  brigade,  of  the  part  taken  by  his  com- 
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mand  in  the  eDgagement  with  the  enemy  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  2d 
and  3d  instant.  My  brigade  remained  in  line  of  battle  both  these  days, 
but,  with  the  exception  of  skirmishing  between  our  pickets  and  those  of 
the  enemy,  nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred. 

On  Saturday  night  my  command,  in  obedience  to  orders,  was  retired 
in  the  direction  of  Shelby  ville. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PRESTON  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

[Inclosoie.  ] 


In  Gamp,  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  9,  1863. 


Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  official  report  of  the 
part  my  battery  took  in  the  late  engagement  before  Murfreesborough : 

My  battery  was  not  engaged  until  Friday  morning,  being  held  in  re- 
serve on  Wednesday,  and  there  being  no  engagement  with  the  enemy 
on  Thursday.  Early  on  Friday  morning  I  was  placed  in  position  on  the 
right  of  the  Nashville  turnpike,  in  an  open  field  nearly  opposite  the  large 
burnt  house,  but  somewhat  farther  to  the  front.  This  field  lies  between 
the  railroad  and  the  turnpike,  at  the  extremity  of  which  (about  400  yards 
distant),  on  a  slight  ridge,  is  a  skirt  of  woods,  at  that  time  occupied  by  our 
skirmishers.  Robertson's  battery  was  in  position  immediately  in  front  of 
the  burnt  house,  on  my  left.  Soon  after  I  look  position  here,  the  enemy 
advanced  in  line  of  battle.  Robertson's  battery  first  engaged  them,  and 
I  immediately  thereafter  opened  fire  upon  them,  and  in  a  short  time  we 
succeeded  in  driving  them  back  to  their  original  position.  Two  batteries 
of  the  enemy  to  my  front  and  one  to  my  left  poured  a  heavy  fire  upon 
me,  getting  my  range  with  great  accuracy.  I  responded  to  their  fire,  and 
in  this  engagement  lost  1  man  instantly  killed — Sergt.  A.  L.  Town- 
send,  a  brave  soldier  and  good  officer.  I  could  not  see  the  effect  of  my 
shot  upon  the  enemy's  batteries,  as  they  were  concealed  from  view  by  the 
field  immediately  in  front  of  me,  but  have  since  learned  from  our  skir- 
mishers, in  the  cedar  glade  on  my  left,  that  1  drove  one  battery  from  its 
position,  disabling  one  piece,  which  had  to  be  left  on  the  field.  As  the 
other  batteries  of  the  enemy  were  beyond  my  range,  I  was  ordered  to  dis- 
continue firing,  which  I  did.  Later  in  the  day  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
drove  ours  from  the  woods  on  the  hill,  when  I  shelled  them  out  of  this 
position,  and  it  was  occupied  by  our  skirmishers. 

About  4  o'clock  in  the  evening  I  was  ordered  to  open  fire  upon  the 
enemy's  lines  from  my  position  (which  was  entirely  beyond  my  range), 
and  after  firing  a  few  rounds  to  discontinue  the  firing,  which  I  did. 
This  caused  the  enemy  to  open  fire  upon  me  again  with  their  batteries, 
in  which  I  lost  1  man  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell — 
Washington  McRea.  I  was  then  ordered  to  bring  my  battery  behind 
the  in  trench  ments. 

Friday  night,  the  enemy  having  again  driven  our  skirmishers  from 
the  woods  before  mentioned,  I  was  ordered  during  the  night  to  take 
position  at  the  same  place  and  shell  them  out  at  daylight,  which  I  did. 
In  taking  position  here  I  lost  1  man  (Pat.  Jordan)  wounded  by  can- 
non wheel  breaking  his  leg.  I  shelled  the  enemy  out  of  the  woods, 
and  it  was  occupied  by  our  skirmishers,  who  took  several  prisoners  in 
this  skirt  of  woods.     I  was  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries  at  long 
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range  late  in  the  evening,  being  beyond  my  range.     I  withdrew  my 
battery  from  its  position,  and  ascertained  order's  had  already  been  sent 
for  me  to  retire,  which  I  had  not  received. 
Eespectfully  submitted. 

W.  L.  SCOTT, 
Captain^  Commanding  Light  Battery, 
Brig.  Gen.  Preston  Smith, 

Comdg.  Fourth  Brigade^  Cheatham^s  Division,  PoWs  Corps. 


No.  218. 
Report  of  Lieut.  W.  M.  Polh,  Scotfs  Tennessee  battery. 

January  20,  1863. 

In  accordance  with  orders  received,  I  make  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  Scott's  battery  in  the  battle  of  Stone's  River,  and  of  the 
effect  and  efficiency  of  the  different  kinds  of  projectiles  used : 

The  battery  crossed  Stone's  River  Monday  morning  and  took  a  posi- 
tion on  the  river,  near  the  Triune  road  and  in  rear  of  our  brigade.  We 
remained  with  the  brigade  until  Wednesday  morning,  not  having  done 
any  firing  uj)  to  that  time.  We  were  separated  from  the  brigade  on  that 
morning,  Captain  Scott  being  ordered  to  hold  the  battery  in  reserve  on 
the  Triune  road. 

The  battery  remained  on  the  Triune  road  until  Thursday  morning, 
when  we  received  an  order  to  take  i)osition  at  the  breastworks  between 
the  Wilkinson  and  ]S"ashville  pikes,  where  we  remained  until  Friday 
morning,  not  having  fired  a  shot  up  to  that  time.  The  battery  was  then 
ordered  to  take  a  position  about  400  or  500  yards  in  front  of  the  breast- 
works between  the  railroad  and  Nashville  i^ike,  Cax^tains  Stanford's  and 
Carnes'  and  Lieutenant  Turner's  batteries  being  on  our  right  beyond 
the  railroad,  and  Captain  Robertson's  battery  being  on  our  left  beyond 
the  pike.  After  being  in  that  position  about  fifteen  minutes,  the  enemy's 
infantry  commenced  an  advance,  when  we  opened  on  them  with  spheri- 
cal case  and  shell  at  three  seconds  time.  The  enemy,  after  a  little,  fell 
back,  upon  which  we  increased  our  range  and  time,  and  continued  the 
firing  until  they  were  beyond  our  range.  Two  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
were  advancing  with  their  line  of  infantry,  both  of  which  returned  our 
fire,  but  both  ceased  firing  when  their  line  of  infantry  retired.  One  of 
the  batteries  fell  back  with  the  line,  the  other  remained  in  its  position, 
having,  as  we  afterward  learned  from  our  skirmishers,  one  of  its  pieces 
disabled.  It,  however,  fell  back  after  we  ceased  firing.  As  soon  as  the 
enemy's  line  commenced  falling  back,  they  opened  fire  on  us  with  two 
rifle  batteries,  which  were  beyond  our  range.  Having  received  an  order 
to  cease  firing,  we  did  so,  and  fell  back  about  50  yards,  under  cover  of 
a  little  rise  in  the  ground.  The  batteries  of  the  enemy  ceased  firing 
soon  after  we  did.  In  this  engagement  we  lost  1  man  killed.  About 
2  o'clock  we  shelled  the  enemy's  skirmishers  out  of  a  skirt  of  timber 
about  250  yards  in  our  front,  from  which  they  had  driven,  our  skir- 
mishers. Their  batteries  replied,  but  did  us  no  harm.  That  evening 
we  fired  a  few  spherical  case  at  the  enemy's  line,  all  of  which  burst 
short,  they  being  beyond  our  range.  We  then  retired  to  the  breast- 
works for  the  night. 

The  next  morning  we  took  the  position  we  had  occui)ied  the  day  pre- 
vious, and  shelled  the  enemy's  skirmishers  out  of  the  skirt  of  woods  I 
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mentioned  before.     The  enemy^s  batteries  did  not  reply.     From  that 
time  until  late  that  evening  we  occupied  the  position  quietly. 

About  4  o'clock  Saturday  evening  the  enemy  opened  a  well-directed 
fire  upon  us  with  three  batteries,  all  of  which  were  beyond  our  range. 
The  battery  fell  back  inside  of  our  Intrenchments,  and  Captain  Scott 
reported  to  General  Cheatham,  when  he  ordered  him  to  bring  the  bat- 
tery to  his  headquarters,  where  we  remained  until  2  o'clock  that  night, 
when  Captain  Scott  was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  and  join  the  rest  of 
the  division,  which  was  on  its  way  to  this  point. 

During  the  various  engagements  of  the  battery  we  used  the  pendulum 
hausses  with  tolerable  satisfaction.  The  most  of  our  shrapnel  and  shell 
did  very  well.  Our  friction-primeis  also  did  very  well.  My  experience 
in  regard  to  the  table  of  ranges  used  by  us,  which  is  the  one  found  in  the 
instruction  for  field  artillery,  is  that  it  does  not  answer  as  well  as  it 
should,  from  the  fact  that  the  powder  for  which  it  was  prepared  is  so 
much  superior  to  ours. 

During  the  various  engagements  of  the  battery  we  had  1  man  killed, 
1  slightly  wounded,  and  1  man's  leg  broken  by  being  run  over  by  one  of 
the  guns.  No  horses  were  lost  and  the  carriages  were  not  damaged.  We 
fired  between  200  and  250  rounds,  principally  spherical  case.  Killed, 
Sergt.  A.  L.  Townsendj  wounded,  W.  McEeaj  missing,  none. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

W.  M.  POLK, 
First  Lieutenanty  Commanding  Scotfs  Battery, 

JVIaj.  M.  Smith. 


No.  219. 


Report  of  Maj.  Oen,  Jones  M,  Withers,  C.  8,  Army,  commanding  Second 

Division. 

Hdqrs.  Withers'  Div.,  Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tenn., 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  May  20,  1863. 
Major  :  This  division  took  position  in  line  of  battle  in  front  of  Mur- 
freesborough  and  Stone's  Eiver  on  the  morning  of  December  28,  1862, 
as  directed  in  '•  Memoranda  for  general  and  staff  officers,"  issued  from 
headquarters  of  the  army.  The  brigade  of  Brig.  Gen.  James  R.  Chal- 
mers was  placed,  with  its  right  resting  on  Stone's  River  and  extending 
in  a  direction  west  of  south,  nearly  across  the  open  field  toward  the 
Wilkinson  pikej  WalthaL's  brigade,  in  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  [J.] 
Patton  Anderson  (by  whose  name  it  will  be  designated  in  this  report), 
was  placed  next  j  and  Anderson's  brigade,  under  Col.  A.  M.  Manigault, 
of  the  Tenth  South  Carolina  Regiment,  was  placed  next,  and  on  the  left 
of  the  line  then  formed.  That  night  Deas'  brigade,  under  Col.  J.  Q. 
Loomis,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Alabama  Regiment,  arrived  from  outpost 
and  was  placed  on  Manigault's  left,  extending  the  line  to  the  Franklin 
or  Triune  road.  This  was  the  front  center  division  of  the  line  of  battle, 
the  division  of  Major-General  Breckinridge  being  on  the  right,  its  left 
flank  resting  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  and  to  the  rear  of  Chalmers' 
right,  and  the  division  of  Major-General  McCown  being  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Franklin  road,  with  its  right  some  distance  in  advance  of  Loomis' 
left.  The  general  direction  of  the  liue  from  right  to  left  of  the  division, 
the  initial  point  being  on  the  river,  was  west  of  south,  crossing  tl\e 
Nashville  rail  and  pike  roads  about  1.000  yards  from  their  crossing  of 
the  river  and  near  their  interse<ition ;  thence  across  the  Wilkinson  pik<», 
48  R  R — vol  XX,  PT  I 
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and  thence  to  the  Franklin  road,  on  which  was  placed  Robertson's  bat- 
tery. The  open  fields  extending  along  their  fronts  and  the  character  of 
the  ground  rendered  it  proper  to  throw  Anderson's  left  to  the  front  of 
the  general  direction,  Manigault's  left  to  be  retired,  and  again  Loomis' 
left  to  be  advanced,  the  greatest  angle  being  formed  by  Anderson  and 
Manigault,  and  which  would  require  that  Manigault's  left  should  de- 
scribe an  arc  of  near  60°  to  bring  his  front  on  a  line  with  that  of  An- 
derson's. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th,  skirmishing  commenced  between  Chal- 
mers' admirable  battalion  of  sharpshooters  and  the  enemy,  which  grad- 
ually extended  to  Anderson's  right.  About  the  same  time  there  was  a 
dash  made  by  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  Manigault's  skir- 
mishers, which  was  creditably  punished  by  Companies  A  and  C,  of  the 
Tenth  South  Carolina  Eegiment.  The  supporting  division,  under  Major- 
General  Cheatham,  now  occupied  its  position  from  500  to  800  yards  in 
rear,  and  near  the  crest  of  the  river  ridge.  The  character  of  the  country 
rendering  it  impossible  for  the  division  commanders  to  give  that  imme- 
diate, personal  supervision  which  would  insure  the  supports  being  thrown 
forward  when  necessary  and  with  the  least  delay,  it  was  agreed  that 
Major  General  Cheatham  should  take  position  on  the  left  and  the  imme- 
diate control  of  the  brigades  of  Manigault  and  Loomis,  giving  to  me  the 
direction  of  his  two  right  brigades,  Donelson  and  Stewart. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  firing  commenced  between  the  skir- 
mishers on  the  right,  and  gradually  extended  throughout  the  line  to  the 
Franklin  road.  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  also  opened,  and  the  firing 
was  kept  up  with  more  or  less  rapidity  through  the  day.  The  cannon- 
ading was  mostly  directed  against  Chalmers'  brigade  and  Anderson's 
right,  which  occupied  the  exposed  position  across  the  field  from  the 
Wilkinson  pike  to  the  river.  Ai)out  2.30  p.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  dash 
to  capture  Robertson's  battery,  on  our  extreme  left,  which  was  hand- 
somely repulsed  and  severely  punished  by  a  well-directed  and  rapid  fire 
from  the  battery  and  from  the  Twenty-sixth  and  Thirty-ninth  Alabama 
Regiments.  The  attempt,  with  less  vigor,  was  repeated  late  in  the 
evening  with  similar  result,  the  Twenty -fifth  Alabama  having  been 
thrown  forward  to  the  support  of  the  other  two  regiments.  The  enemy's 
line  of  battle  was  now  established  in  our  front.  His  left  rested  on  the 
river  blufif,  some  1,000  yards  from  Chalmers'  right,  in  a  skirt  of  woods ; 
thence  through  the  Round  Forest,  or  Mississippian's  "  half  acre";  thence 
through  the  south  end  of  the  cedar  brake,  and  along  the  ridges  and 
woodland  to  the  cedar  pedregal  on  the  Franklin  road,  and  about  300 
yards  from  Loomis'  front.  From  this  point  his  line  seemed  to  be  re- 
tired, making  quite  an  obtuse  angle  with  that  running  back  to  the  river. 

The  commanding  general's  order,  directing  an  assault  to  be  made  by 
our  left  on  the  right  of  the  enemy  the  next  morning  as  early  as  it  was 
"light  enough  to  see,"  was  received  at  9  o'clock  at  night.  Chalmers' 
brigade  was  to  remain  stationary,  and  constitute  the  pivot  on  which  the 
movement  was  to  be  made;  my  left  to  "swing  around  and  correspond 
with  the  movement  of  General  McCown's  division,"  on  my  left. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  skirmishing  commenced  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  and  was  followed  by  artillery,  and  then  the  full  volleys  of  the 
line,  announcing  that  the  stern  work  of  the  day  had  commenced. 

About  7  o'clock  Loomis'  brigade  moved  forward,  and  was  immediately 
and  hotly  engaged.  Steadily  advancing,  it  drove  back  the  first  line  of 
the  enemy,  but  having  no  commanding  officer  (Colonel  Loomis  subse- 
quently reporting  himself  as  having  been  disabled),  and  the  enemy  being 
re-enforced  by  the  second  line,  the  brigade  was  driven  back  in  some 
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confusion.  The  reserve,  beiu^^  promptly  ordered  forward  uy  Major- Gen- 
eral (3heatham,  made  a  gallant  charge,  but  was  also  repulsed.  Colonel 
Coltart,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Alabama  Regiment,  having  assumed  com- 
mand of  Loomis^  brigade,  with  the  assistance  of  Captains  [D.  E.]  Huger, 
[J.  E.  B.]  Burtwell,  and  [E.  B.  D.]  Kiley,  of  my  stafi',  ordered  to  the  left 
forthe  pur})()se,  quickly  rallied  and  reformed  the  line.  The  two  brigades, 
nnder  Colonels  Vaughan  and  Coltart,  being  now  formed  in  line,  were 
moved  forward  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Major-General  Cheat- 
ham, and,  after  a  desperate  conflict,  dislodged  the  enemy  from  their 
strong  position,  and  drove  them  for  more  than  a  mile  and  beyond  the 
Wilkinson  pike.  Moving  forward  to  the  cedar  brake,  between  the  Wil- 
kinson and  Nashville  pikes,  and  finding  other  troops  pressing  after  the 
enemy  in  his  front,  Colonel  Coltart,  by  direction  of  General  Cheatham, 
moved  his  command  to  the  right,  and,  coming  into  the  front  line  on  the 
east  edge  and  extreme  right  of  the  cedar  brake,  had  a  sharp  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  occupying  a  ridge  across  a  narrow  cotton-field,  and 
strongly  supported  by  artillery.  Manigault's  brigade  moved  promptly 
at  the  ijroper  moment,  and  his  left  swinging  round,  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  wooded  ridge  back  on  his  second  line.  In  the  wheel  through 
the  open  field,  and  before  his  command  had  completed  the  angle  neces- 
sary to  bring  it  on  a  line  with  Anderson's,  a  heavy  fire  from  two  batteries 
and  a  column  of  infantry  was  opened  on  him  from  his  right,  which,  en- 
filading his  line,  checked  and  finally  forced  him  back  to  his  former  posi- 
tion. Col.  A.  J.  Lythgoe,  of  the  Nineteenth  South  Carolina  Eegiment, 
was  killed  in  this  charge  while  gallantly  leading  his  command.  He 
dies  well  who  dies  nobly.  Manigault,  quickly  rallying  his  command, 
again  moved  forward,  successfully  driving  the  enemy,  and  with  every 
prospect  of  being  able  to  hold  his  position,  when  the  repulse  of  the 
troops  on  his  left,  leaving  both  flanks  exposed,  rendered  it  necessary 
for  him  again  to  fall  back.  The  position  of  the  forces  and  character  of 
the  ground  and  movement,  however,  rendered  it  impossible  altogether 
to  avoid  a  cross  or  enfilading  fire.  The  repulse  at  any  point  only  in- 
creased the  liability.  The  supi)orting  brigade,  under  Brigadier-General 
Maney,  was  now  moved  forward,  and,  taking  position  on  Manigault's 
left,  both  brigades  moved  forward,  meeting  comparatively  with  but  little 
opposition.  As  Manigault  swung  round  to  a  line  with  Anderson,  this 
brigade  was  put  in  motion,  and  soon  Manigault's  right  was  engaged  in 
an  attack  on  a  battery,  with  strong  supports  of  infantry.  The  assault 
seemed  successful,  but  before  the  capture  was  made,  a  brigade  of  the 
enemy  moved  up  from  below  the  hill,  forcing  back  the  regiments  en 
gaged,  but  was  in  turn  driven  back  by  Anderson's  left,  which  was 
sweeping  round.  This  concluded  the  engagements  of  Manigault  for  the 
day.  His  command  had  been  subjected  to  a  most  trying  ordeal,  and 
had  suffered  heavily.  The  calm  determination  and  persistent  energy 
and  gallantry  which  rendered  Colonel  Manigault  proof  against  discour- 
agements had  a  marked  influence  on  and  was  admirably  responded  to 
by  his  command. 

Anderson's  left,  being  now  moved  forward  immediately  after  the  right 
of  Manigault,  was  quickly  engaged  with  the  strong  force  in  front.  No 
brigade  occupied  a  more  critical  position,  nor  were  the  movements  of  any 
invested  with  more  important  consequences.  Opposite  there  were  three 
batteries  strongly  supported  by  infantry.  The  capture  of  the  batteries 
and  rout  of  the  supports  was  a  necessity.  Anderson  was,  therefore, 
directed  to  take  the  batteries  at  every  cost.  Stewart's  brigade  had  been 
moved  up  into  the  woods  within  close  supporting  distance.  In  rapid 
successi  >n  Anderson  threw  forward  his  regiments  from  left  to  right,  and 
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terrific  was  the  fire  to  which  they  were  subjected.  Time  and  again 
checked,  and  almost  recoiling  before  the  tremendous  fire,  the  regiments 
were  as  often  rallied  by  their  gallant  and  determined  officers,  and  the 
brigade  advanced  by  its  cool,  steadfast,  and  skillful  commander.  His 
right  temporarily  falling  l)ack  in  some  confusion,  caused  by  the  fall  of 
the  gallant  commanders  of  the  two  right  regiments  (Lieut.  Col.  James  L. 
Autry,  commanding  Twenty-seventh  Mississippi,  killed,  and  Col.  W.  F. 
Brantly,  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi,  stricken  down  by  the  con- 
cussion from  a  shell  exploding  near  him),  Brigadier- General  Stewart  was 
ordered  forward  to  the  support.  In  splendid  order,  and  with  a  cheer, 
this  fine  brigade  moved  forward  under  its  gallant  and  accomi)lished 
commander.  Anderson's  right,  quickly  rallying  and  pressing  forward 
vigorously,  attacked  and  drove  back  the  enemy.  This  completed  the 
rout  of  his  first  line  and  the  capture  of  the  batteries.  Our  loss,  however, 
was  very  heavy,  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi  alone  having  within  the  limits 
of  an  acre  62  officers  and  men  killed  and  139  wounded. 

Stewart,  having  moved  his  brigade  to  the  left  down  the  Wilkinson  pike, 
now  pressed  forward  on  Anderson's  left  and  hotly  engaged  the  enemy! 
The  determined  advance  and  steady  fire  of  our  forces  was  more  than  the 
enemy  could  withstand.  The  entire  force  gave  way,  and  in  wild  con- 
fusion rushed  through  the  cedar  brake  in  rear,  being  pursued  to  the 
northeast  edge  of  the  brake,  and  subjected  to  an  irregular  but  quite 
effective  fire.  Within  the  northeast  edge  of  this  cedar  brake,  nearly  par- 
allel with  the  Kashville  pike  road  and  at  right  angles  to  the  original  line 
of  battle,  our  troops  were  halted.     They  required  rest  and  ammunition. 

At  11  a.  m.  Brigadier-General  Chalmers  received  an  order  direct  from 
the  lieutenant-general  commanding  to  move  forward  and  attack  the 
enemy  posted  in  his  front.  Quickly  advancing  to  the  Cowan,  or  burnt, 
house,  he  was  there  met  by  a  destructive  fire,  and  soon  after,  while  act- 
ively engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  was  stricken  down  l)y  a  frag- 
ment of  a  shell  and  borne  senseless  from  the  field.  The  quick  i)erception, 
prompt  decision,  and  fearless  energy  of  this  gallant  officer  being  lost  to 
his  command,  and  his  staff  failing  to  report  promptly  to  the  officer  next 
in  rank,  this  veteran  brigade  became  disorganized,  the  regiments  attach- 
ing themselves  to  and  serving  with  other  commands  until  night,  when 
they  were  brought  together  and  placed  in  their  original  position  under 
Colonel  [T.  W.]  White,  of  the  Mnth  Mississippi  Regiment.  The  brigade 
of  Chalmers  being  driven  back,  the  support  under  Brigadier-General 
Donelson  was  ordered  to  the  attack  by  the  lieutenant-general  command- 
ing, and  moving  rapidly  forward  was  warmly  engaged,  but  was  repulsed, 
and,  gradually  swinging  to  the  left,  passed  into  the  cedar  brake. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  Anderson's  brigade  was  moved  to  the 
position  originally  occupied  by  Donelson,  and  in  rear  of  Chalmers.  At 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  January  1,  Chalmers'  shari)shooters  were 
ordered  forward,  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Moving  for- 
ward, and  into  the  Round  Forest,  they  drove  out  the  skirmishers  of  the 
enemy,  whose  forces  had  been  withdrawn  during  the  night,  and  could 
then  be  seen  in  a  northeast  direction.  Quiet  prevailed  until  late  in  the 
evening,  when  the  enemy  sent  forward  a  force  and  retook  the  Round 
Forest,  driving  back  our  skirmishers  into  the  skirt  of  woods  above  and 
on  the  river. 

Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  the  batteries  of  Stanford, 
Carnes,  and  Smith  had  been  moved  up  and  placed  in  the  north  and 
outer  edge  of  this  river  skirt  of  woods  by  Capt.  J.  R.  B.  Burtwell,  divis- 
ion chief  of  artillery,  and  Scott's  battery  advanced  up  the  Nashville  pike 
to  a  line  within  but  some  300  yards  south  of  the  others.     In  support, 
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Chalmers'  brigade,  uuder  Colonel  White,  had  been  moved  up  and  occu- 
pied the  crest  of  the  ridge  in  rear,  and  the  skirmishers  thrown  forward 
extended  to  the  railroad  on  the  left. 

At  dawn  the  skirmishers  advanced  and  drove  out  the  enemy  from  the 
Round  Forest,  but  in  turn  were  forced  to  retreat  before  superior  numbers. 
The  enemy  advancing,  opened  fire  on  the  artillery,  which,  promptly  re- 
sponding, soon  shelled  them  into  a  precipitate  retreat,  when,  with  an 
increased  force,  we  again  occupied,  the  Eound  Forest.  Anderson's  bri- 
gade had  been  advanced  to  and  now  occupied  the  former  position  of 
Chalmers.  The  brigades  of  Manigault  and  Coltart  occupied  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  cedar  brake,  and  the  right  of  the  column  facing  the  ^Nash- 
ville  pike. 

Shortly  after  3  p.  m.  the  batteries  on  the  hill,  as  previously  instructed, 
opened  a  brisk  fiie  on  the  enemy,  whose  line  extended  toward  the  river 
and  beyond,  or  into  the  extreme  edge  of  a  skirt  of  woods,  the  nearest 
point  of  which  was  some  300  yards  from  that  in  which  our  batteries  were. 
The  firing  was  continued  as  long  as  it  could  be  with  safety  to  the  column 
of  General  Breckmridge,  advancing  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The 
left  of  this  column  passing  across  the  river  into  the  woods,  in  or  behind 
which  rested  the  left  of  the  enemy's  force,  was  immediately  attacked  by 
it  and  driven  up  the  river  toward  the  position  of  Chalmers'  brigade. 
Colonel  [T.  W.]  White  immediately  threw  out  supports,  with  instructions 
to  drive  back  the  enemy.  This  was  followed  by  a  general  advance  of 
the  enemy  along  his  entire  front,  and  his  being  driven  out  of  the  Round 
Forest  back  into  the  woods  on  the  river.  Night  closing  in,  the  fighting 
ceased  for  the  day. 

Late  in  the  evening,  Anderson's  brigade,  under  orders  from  the  com- 
manding general,  was  moved  rapidly  across  the  river  to  the  support 
of  General  Breckinridge,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  division  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th.  That  night  Manigault  was  moved  to  the  position  va- 
cated by  Anderson,  and  Coltart  was  moved  up  to  White's  support,  and 
their  commands  placed  in  proper  positions  for  operations  the  next 
morning. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  the  artillery  shelled  the  Round 
Forest,  which  was  immediately  thereafter  charged  into  by  the  infantry, 
and  the  enemy  driven  out  with  considerable  loss.  Brisk  skirmishing 
was  kept  up  through  the  day,  chiefly  with  Coltart's  command,  which 
occupied  the  Round  Forest. 

Late  in  the  evening,  after  subjecting  the  Round  Forest  and  woods  to  a  ter 
rific  cannonading,  the  enemy  advanced  in  force,  and,  engaging  our  troo]>s, 
succeeded  in  breaking  a  part  of  our  line,  when  the  timely  arrival  of  the 
reserves  enabled  the  line  again  to  advance,  and,  after  a  very  sharp  and 
well-contested  engagement,  to  repulse  the  enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Farrar,  of  the  First  Louisiana  (Regulars),  was  mortally  wounded  in  the 
engagement.  He  was  a  bold  and  gallant  ofticer,  and  had  arrived  -on  the 
field  only  in  time  to  assume  command  of  his  regiment  in  this  last  engage- 
ment. Their  infantry  being  driven  back,  the  enemy  renewed  the  can- 
nonadmg,  continuing  it  some  time  after  dark.  Colonels  White  and  Col- 
tart proved  themselves  deserving  of  commendation  by  the  admirable 
conduct  of  their  commands  throughout  the  harassing  i)eriod  of  their 
occui)ancy  of  this  important  and  almost  isolated  position. 

The  troops  were  withtlrawn  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  without  contest 
or  pursuit.  For  seven  days  they  had  cheerfully  endured  fatigue,  expo- 
sure, and  hardships  sufticient  to  cause  despondency  in  any  breast  not 
actuated  by  the  same  steadfast  determination  to  dare  all  and  suffer  all 
in  defense  of  the  right.     In  temporary  rei)ulses  and  the  most  trying 
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positions,  the  total  absence  of  everything  like  panic,  and  the  cool  self- 
possession  and  alacrity  with  which  they  rallied,  reformed,  and  moved 
forward  against  the  enemy,  was  as  truly  remarkable  as  it  was  most  hon- 
orable. 

The  timely  preparations  made  under  direction  of  Surgeon  [CarlisleJ 
Terry  for  the  care  of  the  wounded  seem  to  have  been  as  judicious  and 
ample  as  was  practicable,  and  the  infirmary  corps  for  the  division  dis- 
charged its  duties  fearlessly  and  well. 

To  Capts.  D.  E.  Huger,  assistant  adjutant- general ;  J.  R.  B.  Burtwell, 
chief  of  artillery,  and  E.  B.  D.  Eiley,  chief  of  ordnance,  I  am  indebted  for 
valuable  and  indispensable  services.  In  extending  orders,  seeing  to  their 
execution,  and  in  rallying  and  cheering  on  the  troops,  they  were  energetic 
and  untiring,  displaying  gallantry  and  capacity.  Maj.  B.  M.  Thomas, 
adjutant  and  inspector  general,  reported  on  the  field  from  sick  leave  on 
the  morning  of  the  2d,  and  immediately  entered  on  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  with  intelligence  and  efficiency.  Lieut.  B.  W.  Withers,  aide-de 
camp,  Asst.  Surg.  J.  Paul  Jones,  and  Lieut.  Charles  L.  Huger,  First 
Louisiana  (Regulars),  were,  through  the  entire  engagement,  actively,  zeal- 
ously, and  most  creditably  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties 
assigned  them.  Maj.  W.  H.  Ross,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  and 
Maj.  R.  Q.  Pinckney,  quartermaster,  did  good  service  in  their  respect- 
ive departments.  Captain  [T.  M.]  Lenoir  and  Lieutenant  [H.  R.]  Gor- 
don, commanding  escort,  gave  valuable  assistance  in  the  collecting  and 
sending  off  captured  property,  in  driving  forward  stragglers  from  and 
laggards  in  the  fight,  and  iu  staft'  duties,  which  they  were  several  times 
called  upon  to  perform.  Private  M.  G.  Hudson,  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Alabama  Regiment,  long  engaged  in  the  assistant  adjutant-generaFs 
office,  and  well  and  favorably  known  within  the  command,  rendered 
services  on  the  field  evidencing  his  fituess  and  capacity  for  a  more  re- 
sponsible position. 

The  total  strength  of  the  division  was  7,774;  the  total  loss  by  casual- 
ties, 2,519.    Brigade  and  regimental  reports  and  detailed  statement  of 
casualties  have  heretofore  been  forwarded. 
Very  resnectfully,  yours,  &c., 

J.  M.  WITHERS, 

Major- General 

Maj.  Thomas  M.  Jack, 

AssL  Adjt.  Gen,,  PoWs  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee. 


No.  220. 
Reports  of  Capt.  Felix  R,  Robertson,  Florida  battery  *  Beas^  brigade, 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  January  12,  1863. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  I  reported  to  General 
Breckinridge  on  Friday  evening,  January  2,  with  Robertson\s  battery 
of  six  Napoleon  guns,  and  Semple's  battery  of  four  Napoleon  guns ;  in 
all,  ten  guns.  My  command  was  formed  in  rear  of  the  line  of  the  in- 
fantry, and  finally  behind  the  artillery  of  the  division  which  was  imme- 
diately behind  the  second  line.  Leaving  my  caissons,  I  advanced  to 
the  edge  of  the  ojjening  through  which  the  infantry  had  charged.  The 
highest  point  of  the  hill  to  the  left  was  selected  to  be  the  site  of  Robert- 
son's battery  J  Semple's  was  to  take  the  right.     So  soon  as  the  ground 

*  Robertson's  battery  claimed  both  by  Alabama  and  Florida.     Finally  credited  to 
Florida. 
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was  cleared  upon  which  Semple's  battery  was  to  stand,  it  was  at  once 
pushed  to  its  place.  The  infantry  Dot  being  able  to  clear  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  and  the  fire  being  very  heavy  on  our  right,  I  decided  to  alter  the 
plan  and  send  my  battery  to  the  right,  but  our  line  being  cramped  by 
unlavoi-able  ground  to  the  right,  I  only  ordered  a  section  up  to  fill  a  gap 
in  our  line  of  artillery.  By  the  repulse  becoming  general,  I  determined 
to  stop  the  remainder  of  my  own  battery  in  the  field  to  check  the  ene- 
my's advance.  The  artillery  of  my  command  was  brought  off  with  the 
loss  of  one  piece  of  Scmple's  battery.  This  only  occurred  after  the 
infantry  supports  had  given  way  entirely. 

The  fighting  of  this  battery  (Semple's)  was  entirely  creditable.  The 
confusion  was  such  that  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  three  pieces 
were  left  on  the  field,  but  that  more  were  not  lost.  The  artillery  as  it 
entered  the  woods  was  placed,  and  by  a  rapid  fire  checked  the  enemy's 
advance.  The  batteries  under  my  command  were  subjected  to  a  hot 
infantry  fire  and  the  worst  cross-fire  I  ever  saw. 

The  loss  of  the  two  batteries  I  cannot  know,  as  I  have  not  seen  Lieu- 
tenant [E.  J.]  Fitzpatrick,  commanding  two  sections  of  Semple's  battery. 
My  own  lost  6  horses  and  G  men. 

After  dark  the  guns  fell  back,  and  Major  [R.  E.]  Graves  having  been 
severely  wounded,  1,  at  the  request  of  General  Breckinridge,  placed  the 
artillery  upon  the  new  line. 

liut  for  the  artillery  fire  the  enemy  would  surely  have  carried  the 
position  entirely,  as  our  infantry  was  scattered. 

The  men  of  the  artillery  generally  behaved  spendidly,  but  individual 
exceptions  were  many  to  this  rule,  and  I  found  it  necessary  to  draw  my 
revolver  in  order  to  make  the  drivers  halt  long  enough  to  fix  the  piece 
to  be  limbered  up  and  brought  off. 
Very  respectfully, 

FELIX  H.  ROBERTSON, 

Captain^  &c. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Breckinridge's  Div. 


Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  February  18,  1863. 

Captain:  On  the  morning  of  January  2, 1  was  ordered  to  accompany 
Colonel  Brent,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  endeavor  to  find  a  position 
from  which  the  enemy's  line  might  be  enfiladed  with  artillery.  Such  a 
position  having  been  found,  a  report  of  the  fact  was  made  to  the  general 
at  once.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  being  in  possession  of  the  point  se- 
lected, it  was  determined  to  attack  and  carry  it.  I  received  orders  from 
General  Bragg  to  take  Robertson's  battery  (six  Napoleons),  two  sections 
Semple's  battery  (four  Napoleons),  two  rifles  and  two  l^^pounder  how- 
itzers belonging  to  Breckinridge's  division,  and  to  occupy  and  hold  to 
the  utmost  extremity  the  desired  position  after  the  enemy  had  been  dis- 
lodged by  the  infantry.  The  necessary  preparations  for  the  artillery 
were  made  at  once.  The  batteries  arrived  on  the  ground  and  were  soon 
in  ]>osition. 

Having  to  await  the  arrival  of  a  still  absent  brigade,  I  took  an  oppor- 
tunity to  consult  General  Breckinridge.  1  found  his  ideas  of  the  attack 
and  my  own  differed  materially.  He  supposed  it  was  to  be  made  by  a 
combination  of  both  arms,  while  I  was  positive  the  general's  orders  were 
that  infantry  alone  should  take  the  hill.  General  Breckinridge  then 
desired  me  to  form  my  batteries  in  the  space  between  his  two  lines  of 
infantry  and  advance.  This  I  declined  to  do,  stating  as  a  reason  the 
ianger  lK)th  of  confusion  and  loss  from  such  an  arrangement.     He  then 
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desired  me  to  form  and  advance  behind  his  second  line  of  infantry.  I 
then  repeated  the  general's  orders  to  me,  viz,  to  wait  until  the  infantry 
had  crowned  the  crest,  and  then  to  rush  up  and  occupy  it.  Knowing 
the  disposition  of  all  commanders  to  use  artillery,  I  spoke  to  General 
Breckinridge  and  earnestly  protested  against  crowding  a  field  so  con- 
tracted as  the  one  in  which  we  were'  to  operate  with  small  guns,  stating 
that,  in  case  of  a  repulse,  we  would  inevitably  lose  some  if  they  were  car- 
ried on  the  field.  General  Breckinridge,  thinking  diiferently,  however, 
formed  his  batteries  and  advanced  them  simultaneously  with  his  infantry 
and  immediately  behind  it.  Colonel  Brent,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
was  present  on  this  occasion  and  heard  the  conversation. 

After  the  first  reconnaissance,  and  before  the  final  arrangements  for 
attack,  two  pieces  (of  Breckinridge's  division)  had  been  moved  and  had 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  It  called  the  enemy's  attention 
to  thevery  point  we  desired  to  attack,  and  probably  to  this  development 
is  due  the  fact  that  we  found  the  enemy's  batteries  had  been  located  so 
as  to  cover  completely  all  the  ground  over  which  we  would  be  compelled 
to  pass,  and  which  operated  to  such  an  alarming  extent  on  our  lines. 
One  of  these  batteries,  I  think,  was  located  near  Hoover's  house ;  the 
other  was  located  in  rear  of  the  Bound  Forest,  to  the  right  of  the  rail- 
road, in  front  of  Chalmers'  position.  I  know  they  must  have  been  across 
Stone's  River,  for  I  could  notice  the  shells  falling,  and  all  had  consid- 
erable elevation. 

All  being  prepared,  the  movement  began  in  the  following  order  :  In- 
fantry in  two  lines,  interval  200  yards  j  the  batteries  of  General  B[reck 
inridge's]  division  formed  immediately  in  rear  of  the  second  line  ;  my 
batteries  in  rear  of  all,  caisson  left  at  a  distance  in  rear.  I  followed  up 
the  advance  with  my  command  until  I  gained  the  open  field,  across  which 
we  were  to  advance ;  here  I  halted.  The  plan  for  the  artillery  was  as 
follows  ;  Two  12-pounder  howitzers  to  rake  the  slopes  from  the  highest 
point  of  the  hill  to  the  water's  edge,  firing  down  the  river  the  heaviest 
battery  ;  six  Napoleons  to  occupy  the  highest  point;  the  other  battery, 
four  Napoleons,  to  occupy  a  station  on  the  ridge  running  out  from  the 
river  to  the  right  from  the  hill  top.  The  two  12-pounder  howitzers  began 
early;  the  ground  for  the  four  Napoleons  was  soon  uncovered  and  occu- 
pied by  Lieutenant  Fitzpatrick,  commanding.  Before  this,  however,  the 
enemy's  fire  had  brought  the  artillery  of  General  B[reckinridge's]  division 
to  a  halt ;  had  overturned  two  pieces ;  the  others  had  begun  firing  ob- 
liquely to  the  right,  but  for  a  time  I  thought  they  were  firing  into  their 
own  men.  I  waited  some  time  for  the  infantry  to  clear  the  crest,  so 
that  I  could  order  Eobertson's  battery  up  to  its  place,  but  saw  unmistak- 
able evidences  of  a  retrograde  movement,  and  seeing  Colonel  [G.  St. 
Leger]  Greufell  at  this  moment,  I  sent  word  to  General  Bragg  that  I  was 
satisfied  the  infantry  would  be  unable  to  hold  their  position,  and  changed 
my  plan,  so  a^  to  bring  the  guns  of  Robertson's  battery  to  bear  on  the 
enemy.  I  ordered  it  up  to  take  position  beside  Semple's.  It  had  nearly 
arrived  at  the  new  position  when  the  infantry  gave  back.  I  at  once 
ordered  the  commander,  Lieutenant  [S.  J.]  Benton,  to  take  his  battery 
to  the  rear  and  establish  it  in  the  line  of  timber,  to  protect  the  infantry 
until  it  could  be  reformed ;  the  other  batteries  were  ordered  to  move 
off,  not,  however,  until  all  the  infantry  support  had  disappeared.  At 
this  point  occurred  our  loss  in  guns.  Two  pieces  of  Wright's  battery 
were  lost,  and  one  fine  piece  belonging  to  Semple's  battery.  The  bat- 
teries, having  kept  up  the  fight  some  tini3  after  the  infantry  had  aban- 
doned the  field,  drew  to  themselves  a  very  heavy  fire  ;  they  were,  there-- 
fore,  much  reduced  in  men. 
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lu  this  commuiiication  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general 
commanding  to  the  good  behavior  of  Captain  Semple's  company  under 
fire,  and  more  particularly  would  1  direct  his  attention  to  Lieutenant 
Fitzpatrick,  commanding  the  two  sections.  This  gallant  officer  brought 
off  one  piece  that  would  otherwise  have  been  left,  and  would  have  saved 
the  other  had  the  wheel  driver  not  been  shot  at  the  critical  moment  of 
limbering  up.  Lieutenant  [J.]  Pollard,  of  this  company,  behaved  with 
great  gallantry,  and  was  severely  wounded. 

As  fast  as  the  pieces  came  back  to  the  new  line  they  were  placed )  but 
the  majority,  having  no  ammunition,  were  ordered  back  to  their  caissons 
to  refill  their  boxes.  So  soon  as  our  guns  were  unmasked,  fire  was  opened 
on  the  enemy's  line  and  continued  until  dark,  with  a  very  heavy  fire  of 
skirmishers  upon  the  artillery.  This  line  had  been  established,  sup- 
posing it  would  be  good  to  rally  the  broken  division,  but  the  hope  proved 
utterly  fallacious.  Except  about  150  fugitives  collected  in  a  ravine  to 
my  right,  I  saw  no  body  of  troops,  and  fearing  an  advance  of  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  the  darkness  I  moved  to  the  rear  again  and  established 
a  new  line  along  another  skirt  of  timber.  Here  I  found  some  few  troops 
of  General  Breckinridge's  division,  but  many  of  them  had  returned  to 
their  old  places,  as  I  knew  from  the  sound  of  the  cheering  and  speaking 
in  the  rear.  Being  unable  to  find  General  Breckinridge  for  some  time, 
I  proceeded  to  regulate  the  artillery  according  to  my  own  ideas.  After 
a  time  I  met  the  general ;  told  him  what  I  had  done,  and  he  directed 
me  to  continue  so  to  act  and  report  to  him  after  I  had  finished.  The 
contagion  of  flight  had  spread  to  the  artillery,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  that  several  pieces  of  artillery  were  brought  away,  owing  to 
the  drivers  being  frightened.  In  more  than  one  instance  I  found  it  nec- 
essary to  cock  my  revolver  and  level  it  in  order  to  bring  men  to  a 
realizing  sense  of  their  duty.  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  if  there 
had  been  no  artillery  on  that  field  the  enemy  would  have  gone  into 
Murfreesborough  easily  that  evening.  There  was  no  organization  that 
I  could  see  or  hear  of  until  after  the  enemy  had  been  checked,  save  in 
the  artillery.  I  have  never  seen  troops  so  completely  broken  in  my 
military  experience.  I  tried  myself,  and  saw  many  others  try,  to  rally 
them  f  but  they  seemed  actuated  only  by  a  desire  for  safety  and  beyond 
the  reach  of  other  sentiments.  I  saw  the  colors  of  many  regiments 
pass,  and  though  repeated  calls  were  made  for  men  of  the  different  reg- 
iments, no  attention  was  paid  to  them. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  mention  the  courage  of  some  man  whom  I 
do  not  know.  He  carried  a  stand  of  colors,  and  halted  frequently,  faced 
the  enemy,  and  called  the  Sixth  Kentucky  Eegiment ;  and  although 
he  did  not  receive  much  attention,  he  lingered  as  long  as  there  was  any 
infantry  on  the  field,  and  then  passed  to  the  rear,  calling  out,  "  Here's 
your  Sixth  Kentucky." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  &c., 

FELIX  H.  ROBERTSOI^, 

Captain^  &c, 

Gapt.  K.  Falconer,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


[Snpxjlemental.  ] 


— ,  1863. 


Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  supplementary 
report  of  the  action  of  my  battery  during  the  battles  near  Murfrees- 
borough : 

The  fuses  generally  operated  to  my  satisfaction.    Occasional  excep- 
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tions  to  this  general  rule  arose  from  a  faulty  manner  of  driving  the  paper 
well  into  the  wood.  The  Bormann  fuses  worked  to  my  satisfaction. 
There  were  no  sights  used  with  my  guns ;  the  effects  of  each  shot 
served  to  determine  the  direction  of  the  next.  My  aim  always  low,  the 
effect  of  my  shots  good.  1  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  some  prac- 
tice made  at  our  cavalry  by  mistake,  and  again  on  the  evening  of 
December  30,  during  a  little  affair  with  the  enemy ;  everytliing  was 
satisfactory.  I  have  no  means  of  determining  accurately  the  number 
of  rounds  fired  from  my  battery,  as  my  boxes  were  frequently  replen 
ished,  though  I  think  I  would  be  within  bounds  in  saying  70  rounds  to 
the  gun. 

My  loss  in  maUriel  was  1  caisson  ;  the  number  of  horses  killed  and 
disabled,  15.  My  loss  in  men  was  severe  ]  34  men  in  my  company  bear 
the  marks  of  the  enemy^s  missiles  upon  their  persons.  Of  this  number, 
however,  17  only  were  unfitted  for  duty;  the  remaiuder  continued  at 
their  posts.  One  of  the  17  is  missing,  and  supposed  dead  ;  seen  to  fall 
while  advancing  to  position  on  the  evening  of  January  2.  I^one  killed 
4)n  the  field,  though  5  are  thought  to  be  mortally  wounded. 
Very  respectfully, 

FELIX  H.  ROBERTSOiT, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery, 

Oapt.  J.  R.  [B.]  Burt  WELL, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Witliers^  Division, 


No.  221. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  J.  Patton  Anderson,  C.  8.  Army,  commandin-g  Wal- 

thalVs  brigade. 

Hdqrs.  Walthall^s  Brigade,  Withers'  Division, 

Polk's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Shelby ville,  Tenn.,  January  26,  1863. 

Major  :  On  the  evening  of  December  27,  I  received  an  order  from 
corps  headquarters  to  turn  over  the  command  of  the  brigade  recently 
assigned  to  me  to  Colonel  Manigault,  my  next  in  rank,  and  to  assume 
command  of  Walthall's  brigade,  that  officer  being  absent  on  sick  leave. 
The  several  brigades  of  Withers'  division  had  been  previously  ordered 
to  have  three  days'  cooked  rations  in  their  haversacks,  and  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  action  at  a  moment's  notice. 

About  midnight  of  the  27th  and  28th,  orders  were  received  to  move 
out  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  28th,  so  as  to  have  a  line  of 
battle  formed  by  9  a.  m.  At  daylight,  however,  corps,  division,  and 
brigade  commanders  were  to  assemble  at  a  point  designated  on  the 
Nashville  pike,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  the  ground  on  which 
the  line  was  to  be  formed.  On  assembling  at  the  rendezvous,  the  fog 
proved  to  be  so  thick  as  to  prevent,  in  a  great  measure,  a  thoroughly 
satisfactory  reconnaissance.  The  line,  however,  was  determined  upon, 
and  the  major-general  commanding  the  division  designated  the  positions 
of  the  several  brigades.  They  were  immediately  marched  out  from  their 
encami^ments,  and  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  at  right  angles  with  the 
Nashville  pike,  and  about  1,000  yards  in  front  of  the  point  where  the 
pike  crosses  Stone's  River,  Brigadier-General  Chalmers'  right  resting 
upon  the  pike  very  near  the  point  w^here  the  railroad  intersects  it,  and 
liis  left  reaching  up  a  slope  in  an  open  field,  and  resting  about  the  crest 
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of  the  hill,  with  an  interval  on  the  top  of  the  hill  of  about  80  yards  be 
tween  General  Chalmers'  left  and  my  right.  My  line  was  a  prolongation 
of  his,  stretching  some  300  yards  into  a  dense  cedar  forest.  Colonel 
Manigault  was  on  my  left ;  his  line  was  deflected  to  the  rear  at  an  angle 
of  about  450.  My  command  was  posted  from  right  to  left  as  follows: 
Barret's  battery  (four  guns)  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  in  open  field;  the 
Twenty-seventh  Mississippi,  Col.  T.  M.  Jones  commanding  j  Twenty- 
ninth  Mississippi,  Colonel  [W.  F.]  Brantly;  Thirtieth  Mississippi,  Lieut. 
Col.  Junius  I.  Scales;  Twenty -fourth  Mississippi,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
[E.  P.]  McKelvaine,  and  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama,  Col.  James  [G.]  Gil- 
christ. The  troops  remained  under  arms  during  the  afternoon  and  night 
of  the  28th. 

On  the  29th,  rifle-pits  were  constructed  along  the  line  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Mississippi,  which  was  in  the  open  field.  Captain  [Overton  W.J 
Barret  also  threw  up  slight  earthworks  to  protect  his  cannoneers  and 
horses  against  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  The  other  regiments,  all  of 
which  were  in  the  cedar  forest,  erected  temporary  breastworks  of  stone, 
great  quantities  of  which  covered  the  ground  about  them.  A  line  of 
skirmishers  had  already  been  thrown  out  from  200  to  300  yards  in  front, 
connecting  on  the  right  with  those  of  General  Chalmers,  and  on  the  left 
with  Colonel  Manigault's.  Some  skirmishing  took  place  during  the  day, 
and  a  few  casualties  were  the  result. 

On  the  30th,  the  skirmishers  were  more  hotly  engaged,  killed  and 
wounded  on  this  day  amounting  to  35.  At  9  p.  m.  the  order  for  attack 
the  next  morning  was  received.  Regimental  commanders  were  imme- 
diately assembled,  and  the  order  communicated  to  them. 

On  the  uaorning  of  the  31st,  soon  after  daylight,  a  few  shots  on  our 
extreme  left,  quickly  followed  by  the  thick  roll  of  musketry  and  then 
by  booming  artillery,  announced  that  the  action  had  commenced.  In 
pursuing  the  instructions  contained  in  the  order,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  extreme  left  of  our  line  should  advance  some  distance,  swinging 
around  upon  the  right,  before  my  command  should  move  beyond  the 
breastworks.  The  direction  of  Colonel  Manigault's  line  on  my  left,  as 
heretofore  explained,  made  it  necessary  for  his  left  to  describe  an  arc 
equal  to  the  eighth  of  a  circle,  the  length  of  his  line  being  the  radius, 
before  reaching  the  point  where  it  would  be  on  a  prolongation  of  my 
line.    The  enemy's  right  was  being  steadily  driven  back. 

About  9  a.  m.  Colonel  Manigault  came  to  me  and  informed  me  that 
he  intended  to  charge  a  battery  in  his  front ;  wished  me  to  send  two 
regiments  to  his  support.  I  consented  to  do  so,  and  immediately  or- 
dered the  Forty  fifth  Alabama  and  Twentj^-fourth  Mississippi  forward 
to  perform  that  duty.  They  became  hotly  engaged  soon  after  leaving 
their  breastworks,  the  enemy  being  in  heavy  force  and  strongly  posted, 
backed  by  many  pieces  of  artillery,  so  planted  as  to  enfilade  a  portion 
of  our  line.  In  addition  to  this  enfilading  fire,  Colonel  Manigault  was 
exposed  to  a  cross-fire  from  a  battery  in  front  of  his  left.  In  the  un- 
equal contest  our  line  halted,  staggered,  and  fell  back  in  some  confusion, 
but  were  easily  rallied,  reformed,  and  moved  to  the  front.  The  Thir- 
tieth, Twenty-ninth,  and  Twenty-seventh  Mississippi  were  now  succes- 
sively ordered  forward,  with  instructions  to  swing  round  upon  and  pre- 
serve the  touch  of  elbow  to  the  right.  Captain  Barret,  commanding  the 
battery,  was  directed  to  hold  his  fire,  not  to  respond  to  the  long-range 
guns  of  the  enemy,  and  only  to  use  his  pieces  when  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity of  playing  upon  the  masses  or  lines  of  the  enemy  was  presented. 
Immediately  in  tront  and  in  short  range  of  these  regiments  the  enemy 
had  two  batteries  advantageously  posted,  so  as  to  sweep  an  open  field 
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over  which  they  had  to  pass  in  their  advance.  The  ordeal  to  whi^h 
they  were  subjected  was  a  severe  one,  but  the  task  was  undertaken  with 
that  spirit  and  courage  which  always  deserves  success  and  seldom  fails 
of  achieving  it.  As  often  as  their  ranks  were  shattered  and  broken  by 
grape  and  canister  did  they  rally,  reform,  and  renew  the  attack  under 
the  leadership  of  their  gallant  officers.  They  were  ordered  to  take  the 
batteries  at  all  hazards,  and  they  obeyed  the  order,  not,  however,  with- 
out heav^y  loss  of  officers  and  men. 

Not  far  from  where  the  batteries  were  playing,  and  while  cheering  and 
encouraging  his  men  forward,  Lieut.  Col.  James  L.  Autry,  commanding 
the  Twenty-seventh  Mississippi,  fell,  pierced  through  the  head  by  a  minie 
ball.  (The  evening  before,  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  Thomas  M.  Jones, 
had  gone  to  the  rear,  complaining  of  being  unwell,  and  had  not  returned 
during  the  action.) 

The  death  of  this  gallant  officer  at  a  critical  period  caused  some  con- 
fusion in  the  regiment  until  they  were  rallied  and  reformed  by  Oapt.  E. 
E.  Neilson,  the  senior  officer  present,  who  subsequently  was  seriously 
wounded  on  another  part  of  the  field. 

About  the  same  time  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Autry  fell,  Colonel  Brant- 
ly,  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi,  and  his  adjutant  (First  Lieut.  John 
W.  Campbell)  were  knocked  down  by  concussion,  produced  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  a  shell  very  near  them,  but  the  regiment  was  soon  after  car- 
ried forward  by  Lieut.  Col.  J.  B.  MorgaD  in  gallant  style,  capturing  the 
battery  in  their  front,  and  driving  the  enemy  in  great  confusion  into  and 
through  the  dense  cedar  brake  immediately  beyond.  On  the  left  of  this 
last  regiment  was  the  Thirtieth  Mississippi,  commanded  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Scales.  Most  gallantly  did  they  perform  their  part.  In  moving 
across  the  ojjen  field  in  short  range  of  grape,  canister,  and  shrapnel,  62 
officers  and  men  were  killed  and  139  wounded,  of  this  regiment  alone, 
all  within  a  very  short  space  of  time,  and  upon  an  acre  [area]  not  greater 
than  an  acre  of  ground.  The  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  McKelvaine  commanding,  and  the  Forty- fifth  Alabama,  Colonel 
Gilchrist  commanding,  respectively,  on  the  left  of  the  Thirtieth  Missis- 
sippi, also  encountered  a  battery  in  their  front,  strongly  supported  by 
infantry  on  advantageous  ground.  For  a  moment  these  regiments  ap- 
peared to  reel  and  stagger  before  the  weight  of  lead  and  iron  that  was 
hurled  against  them.  They  were  encouraged  to  go  forward  by  the  ex- 
ample of  their  officers,  and  a  battery  was  taken.  A  number  of  prisoners 
also  fell  into  our  hands.  Arrillerists,  who  felt  confidenth^  secure  in  the 
strength  of  their  positions,  were  captured  at  their  pieces,  and  others 
were  taken  before  they  knew  that  their  guns  had  fallen  into  our  hands. 
One  company  entire,  with  its  officers  and  colors,  which  had  been  posted 
in  a  log-house  near  the  battery  in  front  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Mississippi, 
was  captured  by  the  Twenty-seventh  Mississippi,  while  the  pieces  were 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Twenty-ninth. 

After  losing  his  artillery,  the  enemy  retired  through  a  dense  cedar 
forest  in  a  direction  almost  i)arallel  to  our  original  [liuej  and  to  the  rigiit. 
In  this  forest  they  made  no  obstinate  stand,  but,  owing  to  the  density  of 
the  growth  and  the  exhausted  condition  of  our  troops,  the  pursuit  was 
slow  and  cautious.  It  was  impossible  to  preserve  a  regular  and  con- 
tinuous line  through  such  obstacles  as  the  fallen  and  standing  cedars 
presented.  After  having  i)ushed  through  this  brake  a  distance  of  500 
or  600  yards,  an  open  field  appeared  in  front,  through  which  the  enemy 
was  fleeing  in  scattered  confusion.  The  ground  in  our  front  was  gently 
ascending  for  several  hundred  yards  until  the  crest  of  the  hill  was 
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reached,  upon  which  he  was  now  industriously  planting  artillery  and 
apparently  massing  heavy  forces  of  infantry.  Our  second  line  had  come 
up  and  occupied  the  edge  of  the  forest  near  the  open  field.  It  was  grow- 
ing late  in  the  evening,  and  advance  across  the  open  field,  where  the 
enemy  would  have  such  decided  advantage,  was  not  deemed  advisable. 
Indeed,  after  resting  awhile  to  collect  stragglers  and  replenish  cartridge- 
boxes,  and  having  be(;ome  satisfied  that  my  first  apprehensions  of  an 
efi'ort  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  repossess  themselves  of  the  forest  was 
not  well  founded,  a  staff  officer  was  sent  to  Major  General  Withers,  com- 
manding the  division,  suggesting  that,  with  ins  consent,  I  would  with- 
draw my  brigade  to  its  original  position,  where  the  troops  could  better 
recover  from  their  exhaustion,  and  obtain  that  rest  which  they  so  much 
needed.  He  returned  soon  with  the  reply  that  the  major-general  ap- 
proved the  move.  Accordingly,  about  sundown  the  brigade  resumed 
its  position  of  the  morning,  leaving  the  troops  of  the  second  line  in  posi- 
tion at  the  far  edge  of  the  cedar  brake,  confronting  the  enemy^s  line. 

We  remained  here  during  the  night,  but  moved  forward  at  an  early 
hour  the  next  morning  by  order  of  Major-General  Withers,  and  by  his 
direction  had  begun  to  deploy  the  column  on  the  right  of  the  line  then 
formed  in  the  woods,  when  Colonel  Brantlj^,  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Mis- 
sissippi, informed  me  that,  by  continuing  the  deployment,  much  of  the 
line  would  be  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from  the  batteries  last  above 
alluded  to.  1  communicated  this  to  General  Withers,  wlio  directed  me 
to  withdraw  the  line  to  a  position  in  rear  of  the  second  (now  become  the 
first)  line,  near  where  the  batteries  had  been  taken  on  the  day  before. 

We  remained  in  this  new  position  until  about  noon  of  this  day  (Jan- 
uary 1),  when,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  we  were  conducted 
by  one  of  his  staff  officers  to  the  position  originally  occupied  by  Brig- 
adier-General Donelson's  command,  in  front  of  Stone's  River,  and  stretch- 
ing from  Wilkinson  pike,  on  the  left,  to  the  railroad,  on  the  right. 

At  an  early  hour  next  morning  we  moved  up  by  order  of  Major-Gen- 
erat  Withers,  and  took  the  position  at  first  occupied  by  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Chalmers'  brigade.  I  was  soon  ordered  across  Stone's  River,  to  the 
right,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  Major-General  Breckinridge's  divis- 
ion, upon  whom  it  had  been  reported  the  enemy  were  moving.  When 
the  two  right  regiments  of  the  brigade  had  succeeded  in  getting  across 
the  river,  the  order,  so  far  as  the  other  three  were  concerned,  was  coun- 
termanded, and  they  were  directed  to  resume  their  positions  in  Chal- 
mers' old  place,  and  before  I  had  reached  General  Breckinridge  with 
the  two  right  regiments,  an  order  was  received  to  return  and  join  the 
balance  of  the  brigade.  Soon  after  resuming  Chalmers'  position  with 
the  whole  brigade,  the  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
McKelvaine,  was  detached,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  and 
sent  forward  to  support  Scott's  battery,  then  posted  on  our  front  line. 
This  was  about  2  i).  m.,  January  2.  About  4  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  by 
the  general  commanding  to  hasten  with  my  brigade  to  the  support  of 
General  Breckinridge,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  where  I 
then  was.  Not  being  familiar  with  that  part  of  the  field,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [G.  W.]  Brent,  of  General  Bragg's  staff,  was  directed  to  conduct 
me  to  the  desired  position. 

The  troops  deserve  much  credit  for  the  alacrity  w  ith  which  they  moved, 
having  waded  the  river  and  pushed  forward  at  a  double-quick  for  more 
than  a  mile  to  the  scene  of  Breckinridge's  bloody  conflict.  Darkness 
had  separated  the  combatants  when  I  reached  the  spot.  A  staff  officer 
had  been  previously  sent  forward  to  report  to  General  Breckinridge  my 
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near  approach.    My  column  was  conducted  by  Colonel  Brent  to  a  posi- 
tion in  an  open  wood  between  two  fields,  where,  as  I  understood  from 
him,  Breckinridge's  line  of  battle  had  first  moved  forward  to  the  attack. 
The  column  was  halted,  faced  to  the  front,  and  skirmishers  immediately 
thrown  forward.     This  precaution  had  become  necessary,  inasmuch  as 
there  was  no  line  at  that  time  between  mine  and  the  enemy,  as  I  learned 
from  Colonel  [John  A.]  Buckner,  of  General  Breckinridge's  staff.    The 
general  himself  rode  up  at  this  moment,  and  soon  directed  me  to  with 
draw  my  line  to  one  that  would  be  pointed  out  by  one  of  his  staff  offi 
cers,  in  a  wood  some  200  or  300  yards  in  the  rear.     The  line  of  skirmish 
ers,  however,  was  not  withdrawn. 

Having  arrived  at  the  new  position  about  9  p.  m.,  a  reconnaissance 
was  made  to  the  right  and  left,  which  disclosed  the  fact  that  on  my  left 
an  interval  of  800  yards  or  more  existed  between  it  and  the  right  of  Han- 
son's brigade,  and  that  there  were  no  troops  on  my  right  at  all.  Before 
daylight  the  next  morning,  however,  the  brigades  of  Generals  Pillow, 
Preston,  and  Adams,  of  Breckinridge's  division,  had  prolonged  my  right 
and  a  few  hours  later  the  brigade  of  Brigadier- General  Jackson  occu- 
pied most  of  the  interval  between  my  left  and  Hanson's  right. 

The  troops  remained  in  line  of  battle  during  the  day;  many,  however, 
were  sent  to  the  rear  on  account  of  sickness,  caused  by  the  fatigues  and 
exposures  of  the  six  days  and  nights  past.  It  rained  nearly  all  day  (3d), 
and  at  times  so  violently  that  fires  could  not  be  kept  up ;  blankets  and 
clothing  were  wet,  and  cooked  rations  were  in  a  condition,  from  the  same 
cause,  not  at  all  inviting,  even  to  a  half-famished  soldier. 

About  sundown  I  received  an  order  from  Major  General  Withers  to 
withdraw  my  command  at  9  o'clock  that  night  from  its  position,  and 
take  up  the  line  of  march  down  the  Shelbyville  pike.  At  the  moment 
the  hour  arrived,  and  just  as  the  column  was  about  to  be  put  in  motion, 
I  was  directed  to  suspend  the  execution  of  this  order  until  further  noticel 
At  11  o'clock  the  order  was  repeated,  the  movement  to  commence  at  1 
o'clock  the  next  morning. 

At  1  o'clock  the  morning  of  January  4,  my  command  moved  right  in 
front,  following  the  [rear]  of  Brigadier-General  Pillow's  brigade,  until 
we  reached  the  public  square  in  Murfreesborough,  where  I  rejoined  Major- 
General  Withers'  division,  to  which  I  belonged,  and  marched  with  it  to 
this  place  without  the  loss  of  a  man  or  anything  else. 

It  should  have  been  mentioned  elsewhere  that,  early  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  31st,  the  adjutant  of  the  Thirty -ninth  North  Carolina  Eegiment 
(Lieutenant  [Isaac  S.]  Hyams,  C.  S.  Army)  reported  to  me  on  the  battle- 
field that  his  regiment  had  become  detached  from  the  command  to  which 
it  had  been  assigned  in  the  morning,  and  was  at  that  time  out  of  ammuni- 
tion and  under  command  of  Captain  [A.  W.]  Bell,  the  field  officers  having 
been  killed  or  wounded.  I  supplied  the  needed  ammunition,  and  formed 
the  regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Mississippi.  It  par- 
ticipated creditably  in  all  our  subsequent  movements  until,  on  the  even- 
ing of  January  2,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  it  was  detached 
and  ordered  to  join  Colonel  Manigault's  brigade. 

To  my  staff  officers — Captain  [W.  G.]  Barth,  assistant  adjutant- general; 
Lieutenant  [W.  M.]  Davidson,  aide-de-camp ;  Caj)tain  [W.]  Anderson, 
ordnance;  Capt.  Lambert  May  and  Lieut.  E.  H.  Browne,  of  the  inspector- 
general's  department,  and  Capt.  J.  B.  Downing  and  Mr.  Scanlan,  vol- 
unteer aides — I  am  much  indebted  for  their  active  and  efficient  assistance 
in  all  that  pertained  to  their  respective  positions.  Each  and  every  one 
performed  his  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction.     Captain  May  was  par- 
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ticularly  conspicuous  in  rallying  and  leading  the  troops  ?vhere  danger 
was  thickest.  To  him  I  am  also  indebted  for  the  prompt  attention  of 
my  order  to  bring  from  the  field  the  captured  artillery.  Capt.  E.  T. 
Sykes,  assistant  adjutant-general  on  Brigadier- General  Walthall's  staff, 
temporarily  on  duty  with  me,  rendered  very  efficient  service  throughout 
the  entire  engagement.  His  activity,  courage,  and  intelligence  rendered 
his  services  invaluable  on  a  field  so  extended  and  in  a  conflict  so  j>ro- 
tracted.  Lieutenant  [J.  H.]  Wood,  also  ordnance  officer  of  Walthall's 
brigade,  performed  his  duty  with  the  greatest  promptness,  displaying 
much  good  sense  and  judgment  in  conforming  the  movements  of  his 
train  to  those  of  the  troops. 

In  endeavoring  to  give  a  simple  statement  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
troops  under  my  command  in  this  great  engagement,  the  capture  of 
several  batteries  has  been  mentioned  in  passing.  I  have  abstained  from 
making  a  statement  of  the  number  or  kind  of  pieces  taken,  for  the  sim- 
ple reason  that  I  did  not  stop  to  count  them  or  to  examine  their  caliber. 
The  Twenty- seventh,  Twenty-ninth,  and  Thirtieth  Mississippi,  all  partic- 
ipating (but  the  Thirtieth  suffering  more  severely  than  the  others),  cap- 
tured a  battery,  of  from  four  to  six  guns,  near  a  log-cabin  in  the  edge  of 
the  cedars,  on  the  right  of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  not  far  from  a  well 
used  by  the  enemy  in  procuring  their  water  on  the  night  previous  to 
the  battle.  This  battery  included  a  small  iron  rifled  piece,  somewhat 
detached  from,  and  a  short  distance  to,  the  right  of  the  other  i>ieces, 
and  lay  in  front  of  the  Twenty -ninth  Mississippi,  which  took  it.  In 
the  log-cabins,  and  strongly  supporting  the  battery,  was  a  company  ot 
sharpshooters,  all  captured  by  the  Twenty- seventh  Mississippi.  Farther 
to  the  left  was  a  battery,  nearer  the  Wilkinson  pike,  from  which  the 
enemy  were  driven  by  the  Twenty-fourth  Mississippi,  supported  by  the 
Forty-fifth  Alabama.  Some  15  or  20  prisoners  were  here  captured  at 
the  pieces.  Another  battery  was  posted  still  farther  to  the  left,  and 
nearer  the  Wilkinson  pike,  close  by  which  the  left  of  the  Forty-fifth 
Alabama  (my  left  regiment)  passed  simultaneously  with  the  right  of 
Colonel  Manigault.  This  battery,  however,  was  silenced  a  few  moments 
before  we  reached  it — I  think  by  one  of  our  batteries  playing  from  a 
direction  where  I  supposed  Colonel  Manigault's  left  to  be  at  the  time 
his  right  reached  the  battery  simultaneously  with  my  left.  As  the  bat- 
teries immediately  in  my  front  were  being  passed,  I  directed  Captain 
May,  of  my  staff,  to  have  the  pieces  taken  to  the  rear  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible.  He  subsequently  reported  to  me  that  he  delivered  to  the 
chief  of  ordnance  in  Murfreesborough  eight  pieces  of  different  caliber ; 
and  I  afterward  learned  that  there  were  two  or  three  pieces  taken  from 
the  same  part  of  the  field  by  other  parties,  whose  names  I  could  not  learn. 

Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  heavy,  as  the  long  list  of  killed  and 
wounded  will  show.  An  infant  nation  struggling  for  existence,  and 
just  now  fairly  disengaging  itself  from  the  oppressor's  grasp,  i)auses  in 
the  strife  to  drop  a  sympathetic  tear  over  the  grave  of  its  gallant  dead, 
and  long  after  that  nation  shall  have  risen  to  manhood  among  great 
powers  of  earth,  will  her  free  sons  and  daughters  cherish  and  revere  the 
names  and  memories  of  those  who  fell  upon  the  bloody  plains  of  Mur- 
freesborough. 

The  loss  of  this  brigade  was  766,  as  follows :  Killed,  119 ;  wounded^ 
584=5  niissing,  63. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PATTON  AKDEESON, 
Bi  igadier-  General,  Commanding. 
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Ko.  222. 
Report  of  Capt.  Overton  W.  Barret,  Missouri  battery. 

,  1863. 


[I  have  the  honor  to  report  the]  part  taken  by  Barret's  Missouri  bat- 
tery (two  6-pounder  guns  and  two  12-i)ounder  howitzers). 

Position  on  December  28,  1862,  in  main  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
Kolensville  road,  WalthalFs  brigade  on  my  left,  Chalmers'  on  my  right. 

On  the  29th,  having  a  very  exposed  position,  and  apprehending  that 
the  enemy  would  plant  long-range  guns  on  the  elevations  opposite,  I 
threw  up  some  small  earthworks. 

About  9  o'clock  on  the  30th,  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  me  from  a 
battery  planted  near  a  small  house  in  the  cedars,  nearly  opposite  my 
position.  This  battery  was  composed,  as  nearly  as  I  could  judge,  of  two 
Parrot t  guns,  two  other  rifled  guns,  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers.  I 
was  ordered  not  to  fire  unless  compelled  or  until  the  infantry  charged. 
During  the  first  ten  minutes  after  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  me  I  had 
1  horse  killed  and  2  men  and  2  horses  wounded  at  the  limbers.  I  was 
obliged  by  the  severity  of  the  fire  to  send  my  limbers  far  to  rear,  behind 
a  hill.  The  enemy  continued  to  play  upon  me  until  night,  with  only 
occasional  intermissions,  when  the  enemy  turned  his  fire  upon  our  skir- 
mishers or  changed  his  i)Osition  so  as  to  obtain  a  cross-fire  upon  me. 
Several  times  I  sustained  a  fire  from  three  different  points  and  from 
different  batteries.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  exact  and  severe, 
both  from  his  batteries  and  sharpshooters,  and  but  for  my  earthworks 
my  position  would  have  been  untenable. 

On  the  31st,  the  enemy  resumed  their  fire  upon  me.  I  still  reserved 
my  fire  until  Walthall's  brigade  charged,  when  I  received  permission  to 
fire,  and  opened  upon  one  battery  in  the  cedars  and  upon  another  in  the 
left  end  of  the  field.  My  limbers  being  so  far  from  my  pieces,  and 
knowing  the  opposing  batteries  had  by  twelve  hours'  practice  upon  me 
obtained  accurate  range  of  my  position,  I  ceased  firing  when  I  had 
diverted  theirs  from  our  advancing  infantry.  In  this  engagement  I 
lost  1  man  wounded.  After  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  cedars,  I 
advanced  my  battery  to  a  position  between  the  Kashville  pike  and 
Cowan's  house,  whence  I  played  on  the  enemy's  infantry  until  our  in- 
fantry were  about  to  charge,  when  I  was  ordered  to  cease,  and,  being 
within  range  of  the  enemy's  shot,  fell  back  to  my  original  position, 
where  I  remained  all  day  of  January  1^  1863. 

On  January  2,  took  position  some  distance  in  rear  of  Cowan's  house, 
occasionally  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  long-range  guns.  Before  day- 
break on  the  3d,  took  position  on  the  right  and  left  of  Cowan's  house 
and  threw  up  earthworks.  About  o  p.  m.  the  enemy  commenced  and 
continued  firing  upon  me  with  ten  heavy  guns  until  night,  when,  by 
order  of  the  chief  of  artillery  of  division,  I  drew  off  under  the  cover  of 
the  darkness.     In  this  engagement  I  lost  1  horse  killed  and  2  wounded. 

I  have  never  been  furnished  with  adjustable  sights  of  any  kind.  Our 
Bormann  fuses,  in  my  opinion,  are  very  inferior.  Our  powder,  also,  I 
think  inferior.  My  shells,  ignited  by  red,  green,  and  black  fuses,  were 
the  most  effective  and  accurate  projectile  which  I  used  in  this  battle. 
Six-pounder  batteries  cannot  maintain  a  fight  with  long-range  guns 
shooting  the  Hotchkiss  and  James  projectile  unless  the  distance  be- 
tween the  opposing  batteries  be  very  short. 
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The  following  is  a  list*  of  casualties  ;  Four  enlisted  men  wounded ; 
2  horses  killed,  5  wounded. 

Trail  of  piece  struck  by  solid  shot  and  rendered  nearly  unserviceable ; 
2  spokes  shot  from  wheel  of  another  carriage ;  2  lint  stocks,  1  shovel, 
and  1  sponge  and  rammer  broken  by  the  enemy's  shot. 

Battery  engaged  twice  and  under  heavy  fire  every  day,  except  Jan- 
uary 1,  from  the  morning  of  December  30,  [1862,]  until  dark  of  January 
3,  1863. 

Fired  73  rounds  6-pounder  spherical  case,  nearly  all  of  which  burst 
short ;  16  rounds  6-pounder  solid  shot,  which  struck  lines  of  infantry 
1,000  yards  distant;  3  rounds  6-pounder  canister;  84 rounds  12-pounder 
howitzer  shell,  which,  at  900  yards  distance,  drove  the  enemy's  infantry 
into  woods  farther  back ;  10  rounds  12-pounder  spherical  case,  some  of 
which  burst  short. 
Respectfully, 

O.  W.  BAREET, 
Captai7i^  Commanding  Barrefs  Missouri  Battery, 
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Report  of  Capt  David  D,  Waters,  Alabama  battery,  Anderson^ s  brigade. 

Camp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

February  16,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  battery  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. : 

I  took  the  position  in  line  of  battle  assigned  by  chief  of  artillery  of 
Withers'  division  for  my  battery,  on  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Brigade, 
a.bout  10  o'clock  on  December  28,  in  which  position  I  remained  without 
interruption  until  the  morning  of  the  30th,  when  the  enemy,  having 
forced  in  our  skirmishers,  got  possession  of  a  gin -house  and  other  out- 
buildings, belonging  to  the  farm  of  Mr.  Harding,  in  front  of  the  line  of 
our  brigade,  and  about  700  yards  distant  from  my  position.  I  was  or- 
dered by  the  colonel  commanding  brigade  to  shell  them  out,  which  I 
did,  firing  10  or  12  shells  and  4  round  shot  at  the  house.  A  few  minutes 
after  I  ceased  firing,  the  enemy  brought  up  a  rifled  gun  battery  and 
placed  it  in  position  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  my  position ; 
opened  on  me  with  percussion  shell.  I  immediately  ordered  my  caissons 
to  move  to  a  position  to  my  left,  under  cover  of  a  wood.  Finding  that 
my  position  was  completely  commanded  by  this  battery,  and  that  my 
guns  were  not  capable  of  doing  them  damage,  I,  after  consulting  my 
brigade  commander,  moved  my  battery  to  the  left,  and  took  a  position 
in  the  middle  of  the  brigade,  covered  by  the  timber  on  my  right.  Here 
I  remained  without  firing  until  about  3  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  made  a 
general  advance  with  infantry  and  artillery,  driving  in  the  line  of  skir- 
mishers in  front  of  the  brigade,  bringing  into  position  in  front  of  the 
right  of  the  brigade  a  battery  of  six  12-i3ounder  light  guns.  1  opened 
upon  them  at  a  range  of  about  650  yards,  and  compelled  him  to  draw 
off  after  firing  6  or  8  rounds.  He  then  moved  his  battery  up  under  cover 
of  a  wood  opposite  to  my  position,  and  took  position  on  a  hill  about  400 
yards  from  me,  when  he  opened  with  shell  and  spherical  case  shot.  At 
the  same  time  a  rifle  battery,  posted  to  my  right,  opened,  assisted  by 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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two  rifle  guns  posted  in  rear  of  Harding's  dwelling,  the  battery  on  my 
right  completely  enfilading  my  line,  but  was  firing  over  me,  doing  but 
little  damage,  except  from  falling  limbs.  The  battery  in  my  front  occu- 
pied all  of  my  guns.  After  a  rapid  fire  of  from  three-quarters  to  an  hour 
this  battery  was  driven  from  its  place.  I  continued  to  fire  at  it  until 
they  gained  cover  of  a  hill. 

In  this  engagement  Corporal  Burke,  while  gallantly  performing  the 
duties  of  gunner,  had  his  thumb  shot  off.  Privates  Quinn  and  Brady 
were  slightly  hurt  by  a  falling  limb. 

None  of  my  horses  were  hurt,  and  only  slight  damage  done  to  my 
guns,  viz :  One  sponge-staff  shot  in  two,  one  spoke  from  right  wheel  of 
left  center  gun  shot  out  by  piece  of  shell,  and  the  trail  hand-spike  of 
the  first  gun  shot  oft'. 

I  remained  in  this  position  until  dark  without  firing,  as  the  rifl^  guns 
to  my  right  were  out  of  my  reach.  The  enemy's  skirmishers,  having 
taken  a  position  about  350  yards  from  our  lines,  kept  up  a  rattling  fire 
(doing  no  damage)  until  dark,  when  I  moved  my  command  to  the  rear, 
to  feed  and  rest  my  men  for  the  night,  where  I  received  a  supply  of 
ammunition. 

At  daylight  I  received  orders  from  the  brigade  commander  to  move 
at  the  same  time  the  line  of  infantry  charged  to  my  first  position,  on 
the  left  of  the  brigade,  and  cover  the  charge.  I  moved  to  the  left  and 
came  into  battery,  but  found  I  could  do  nothing  from  that  position,  andy 
finding  that  the  right  of  the  line  was  hard  pressed,  1  moved  to  the  right 
to  support  the  Tenth  and  Nineteenth  South  Carolina  Eegiments,  from 
which  point  I  commenced  firing  on  the  enemy's  infantry,  and  was  imme- 
diately opened  on  by  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  in  the  wood 
to  the  right  of  the  Nolens ville  turnpike.  Our  infantry  having  fallen 
back  to  the  old  line,  I  kept  up  a  regular  fire  to  cover  their  preparations 
for  a  fresh  charge.  During  the  time  between  the  first  and  second 
charges,  some  general  officer,  with  staff  escort,  came  to  the  front  of  the 
enemy's  line,  and  in  about  500  yards  of  my  position.  I  gave  them  a  few 
rounds  of  shot  and  shell,  when  thev  retired  at  a  run.  I  think  I  must 
have  done  them  some  damage,  as  I  saw  my  shell  burst  and  shot  strike 
among  them,  and  afterward  found  one  of  the  horses  killed  with  around 
shot.  Our  line  being  reformed,  made  a  second  charge,  drove  the  enemy 
across  a  field  within  short  range,  where  I  had  a  good  chance  and  gave 
them  spherical  case  and  canister. 

During  this  engagement  I  regret  to  have  to  report  Private  Richard 
Murphy  killed,  Private  William  Shea  wounded,  and  1  of  my  lead  horses 
killed  and  2  others  so  badly  wounded  that  I  was  compellf^d  to  leave  them. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Maney,  which  I  did, 
and  was  ordered  to  remain  under  cover  until  he  could  find  a  place  for  me, 
which  I  did.  My  command  was  not  again  brought  iuto  action.  I  con- 
tinued to  follow  in  rear  of  my  brigade  until  dark,  when  I  took  a  position 
in  the  woods  to  the  left  of  the  Nolensville  pike  for  the  night,  and  here 
received  a  full  supply  of  ammunition  for  ray  6-pouuder  guns  and  some 
12-pounder  ammunition. 

I  met  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble  from  the  great  number  of  friction- 
primers  that  were  worthless.  I  was  compelled  to  make  on  the  field 
quill-primers,  which  answered  the  purpose.  1  would  here  request  that 
a  supply  of  primers  be  furnished  my  batterj^  at;  once,  as  it  would  be 
totally  unserviceable  in  a  fight  as  it  is. 

I  would  here  request  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  First  Lieut. 
Charles  W.  Watkins,  to  whom  I  was  greatly  indebted  for  his  coolness  and 
close   attention    to  orders  while   under  iiie:    also  Sergeants   Martin* 
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Turner,  and  Armstrong.  In  mentioning  these  names  I  do  not  wish 
to  detract  from  the  rest  of  my  command,  all  of  whom  acted  with  great 
coolness  and  attention,  the  gunners  firing  slowly  and  deliberately, 
doing  good  service. 

I  found  that  the  lack  of  long-range  guns  was  a  great  drawback  to  our 
batteries,  for  the  enemy  could,  at  a  distance  too  far  for  us,  fire  upon  our 
lines  without  interruption  and  in  perfect  safety,  making  his  aim  more 
accurate  and  fire  more  destructive. 

I  regret  to  report  that,  upon  the  night  of  the  30th,  Quartermaster 
Sergt.  Thomas  Maxwell,  while  attempting  to  get  to  the  company  with 
rations,  passed  through  a  gap  in  our  line  of  battle  between  the  left  of  the 
Fourth  Brigade  and  the  right  of  the  First,  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's 
pickets,  killing  his  horse  and  wounding  him  very  severely  in  the  knee. 
Major,  I  am,  respectfully, 

D.  D.  WATERS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Waters^  Battery, 


Ko.  224. 


Report  of  Lieut  Oen,  William  J.  Hardee,  0.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army 

Corps. 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullalioma,  Tenn.,  March  11, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  by  the  hands  of  Col.  J.  H.  Kelly, 
Eighth  Arkansas  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-General  Hardee's  corps,  the 
report  of  that  general  of  the  part  taken  by  his  corps  in  the  battle  of 
Murfreesborough,  December  31  to  January  3 ;  also  the  reports  of  di- 
vision and  brigade  commanders,  including  those  of  Major-General 
McCown's  division,  which  was,  during  the  most  important  part  of  the 
operations,  under  Lieutenant-General  Hardee. 

Some  errors  and  misapprehensions  of  Major-General  Breckinridge, 
incorporated  in  his  report,  will  be  corrected  by  reference  to  copies  of 
notes  received  from  him  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  which  are  appended 
to  the  report,  with  an  order  for  the  cavalry  movement,  indorsed  by 
Brigadier-General  Pegram  as  "  received."  To  these  papers,  appended  to 
General  B[reckinridge]'s  report,  I  invite  special  attention. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BRAXTON  BRAGG, 

General,  Commanding, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Biclimond,  Ya. 

[Inclosure.J 

Headquarters  Hardee's  Corps, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  February  28,  1863. 
Colonel  :  After  the  campaign  in  Kentucky,  our  forces  were  collected 
at  Murfreesborough,  while  the  enemy  gradually  concentrated  an  army, 
reported  70,000  strong,  around  Nashville.  Every  preparation  that  fore- 
cast could  suggest  was  made  by  them  to  crush  our  army  and  obtain  pos- 
session of  Central  Tennessee.  For  nearly  two  months  there  was  ap- 
parent inaction,  interrupted  only  by  skirmishes,  raids,  and  a  successful 
affair  at  Hartsville.    The  enemy  occupied  Nashville,  their  right  extend- 
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ing  toward  Franklin  and  their  left  toward  Lebanon.  Our  center  was  at 
Murfreesborough,  under  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  our  right  at  Eeady- 
ville,  under  Major-General  McCown,  and  our  left  at  Triune  and  Eagle- 
ville. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  the  armies  when  information  was  received, 
on  December  26,  that  General  Kosecrans  was  advancing  with  60,000  men 
from  Kashville  against  Murfreesborough.  The  first  demonstration  was 
made  against  Triune  by  an  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  Shelbyville 
turnpike.  Cleburne's  division  and  Adams'  brigade,  under  my  immediate 
command,  were  posted  in  that  vicinity.  The  commanding  general  having 
decided  to  accept  battle  and  to  defend  Murfreesborough,  I  withdrew 
my  command  the  succeeding  day  by  his  order,  leaving  Wood's  brigade 
and  Wharton's  cavalry  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy  near  Triune.  Tliis 
was  done  boldly  and  successfully,  and  they  rejoined  the  command  on  the 
28th  at  Murfreesborough.  My  corps  consisted  of  Breckinridge's  and 
Cleburne's  divisions  (each  of  four  brigades)  and  Wheeler's  brigade  of 
cavalry. 

Murfreesborough  is  situated  30  miles  southeast  of  Nashville,  in  a  fer- 
tile, gently  undulating,  and  highly  cultivated  country,  in  the  midst  of  the 
great  plain  that  stretches  from  the  base  of  the  Cumberland  Mountains 
toward  Nashville.  The  Chattanooga  Eailroad,  the  chief  line  of  commu- 
nication from  Tennessee  to  the  South  Atlantic  States,  passes  through  it, 
and  numerous  excellent  turni)ikes  radiate  from  it  in  every  direction. 
Stone's  River  flows  about  2  miles  west  of  the  town,  through  low  banks 
of  limestone,  steep,  and  in  some  places  difficult  to  pass,  and  gradually 
trends  to  the  north  as  a  tributary  of  the  Cumberland.  At  this  time  the 
stream  could  everywhere  be  passed  without  difficulty  by  infantry,  and 
at  the  usual  fords  was  not  more  than  ankle-deep,  but  heavy  rains  in  a 
few  hours  swell  it  to  an  impassable  torrent,  and  it  subsides  as  rapidly. 
The  road  to  Lebanon  pasvses  nearly  due  north  from  Murfreesborough  ; 
that  to  Triune  nearly  west ;  that  to  Salem  a  little  south  of  west,  and  the 
Nashville  turnpike  northwest,  crossing  Stone's  River  about  IJ  miles 
from  Murfreesborough.  The  railroad,  leaving  the  depot  on  the  west  of 
the  town,  crosses  Stone's  River  about  200  yards  above  the  turnpike  ford. 
At  400  or  500  yards  beyond  this  it  intersects  the  Nashville  turnpike  at  a 
very  acute  angle,  running  between  it  and  the  river  for  about  700  yards, 
when  the  stream  turns  to  the  east  by  a  sharp  bend,  and  then  resumes  its 
northern  course.  The  field  of  battle  offered  no  peculiar  advantages  for 
defense.  The  open  fields  beyond  the  town  are  fringed  with  dense  cedar 
brakes,  offering  excellent  shelter  for  approaching  infantry,  and  are  almost 
impervious  to  artillery.  The  country  on  every  side  is  entirely  open,  and 
was  accessible  to  the  enemy. 

On  Sunday  morning,  December  28,  the  troops  were  moved  into  line 
of  battle.  The  river  separated  our  right  from  the  left.  By  order  of  the 
commanding  general,  the  space  between  the  Lebanon  road  and  the  ford 
on  the  Nashville  road,  making  the  right  of  the  army,  was  occupied  by  my 
corps.  I  arranged  my  troops  in  two  lines,  Breckinridge's  division  form- 
ing the  first  line  and  Cleburne's  the  second.  The  former  was  arranged 
with  Adams'  brigade  resting  on  the  Lebanon  road,  about  IJ  miles  from 
the  town.  The  line  was  broken  by  an  intervening  field  about  300  yards 
wide,  which  was  left  apparently  unoccupied,  but  was  covered  by  the 
Twentieth  Tennessee  and  [E.  E.]  Wright's  [Tennessee]  battery,  of  Pres- 
ton's brigade,  which  swept  it  and  the  field  in  front.  The  remainder  of 
Preston's  brigade  rested  with  its  right  in  the  woods,  and  extended  along 
,  the  margin  of  the  grove,  with  its  left  toward  the  river.  Palmer's  and 
Sanson's  brigades  completed  the  line,  with  the  left  of  Hanson  resting 
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near  the  ford.  Cleburne's  division  was  posted  800  jaids  in  rear  of,  and 
parallel  to,  that  of  Breckinridge.  Polk's  corps  extended  beyond  the 
river,  with  its  right  near  the  stream,  and  about  200  yards  in  advance 
of  my  left.  Withers'  division  formed  the  front  line  of  this  corps,  and 
Cheatham's  the  second,  wiiile  McCown's  division  was  held  in  reserve 
near  the  town. 

No  movement  of  importance  occurred  until  Monday  evening.  It  was 
deemed  necessary  to  hold  a  hill  situated  about  600  yards  in  advance  of 
Hanson's  brigade,  as  it  commanded  the  sloping  hillsides  toward  the 
river  in  front,  and  from  it  the  right  of  General  Polk's  line  could  be  enfi- 
laded. In  the  evening  the  enemy  attempted  to  take  this  position,  but 
was  vigorously  repulsed  by  a  portion  of  Manson's  brigade,  and  the  hill 
was  occupied  by  our  batteries. 

During  Monday  night  the  cavalry  of  Brigadier-General  Wheeler,  at- 
tached to  my  corps,  was  moved  from  our  right  by  a  circuitous  route 
through  Jefferson  and  La  Vergne  against  the  communications  of  the 
enemy.  After  making  an  entire  circuit  of  the  enemy's  lines,  this  daring 
officer,  having  inflicted  severe  injury  by  the  destruction  of  several  hun- 
dred wagons  and  many  small-arms,  and  by  the  capture  of  several  hun- 
dred prisoners,  returned  through  Nolensville  and  Triune  to  Murfrees- 
borough. 

The  next  day  (Tuesday,  the  30th)  heavy  skirmishing  took  place  on  our 
left  between  the  right  of  the  enemy  and  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Polk. 

In  the  afternoon  of  that  day  I  received  instructions  from  the  com- 
manding general  to  proceed  to  the  left,  to  take  command  of  McCown's 
division,  to  place  it  in  position,  and  to  move  Cleburne's  division  from  our 
extreme  right  in  the  same  direction.  The  order  was  communicated  to 
Cleburne,  and  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the  left.  I  found  McCown's  divis 
ion,  consisting  of  three  brigades,  in  two  lines — Ector's  and  Rains'  bri- 
gades in  the  first,  and  McNair's  in  the  second  line,  with  Rains'  brigade 
so  situated  as  to  be  enfiladed  by  a  battery  from  the  enemy.  Orders  were 
given  to  rectify  the  position  of  Rains,  and  to  place  McNair  on  the  first 
line.  Cleburne's  division  was  brought  forward  and  placed  500  yards  in 
rear  of  McCown,  as  a  second  line.  During  the  night,  the  commanding 
general  having  determined  to  attack  the  enemy  on  our  left,  Brigadier- 
General  Wharton  was  ordered  to  report  to  me,  and  I  was  instructed, 
with  the  two  divisions  mentioned  and  Wharton's  cavalry,  to  commence 
the  attack  at  dawn  the  next  morning.  The  new  position  which  my  com- 
mand now  occupied  is  embraced  in  the  angle  between  the  Salem  turn- 
pike and  the  Triune  road.  About  half  a  mile  from  Murfreesborough,  on 
the  Nashville  road,  the  Wilkinson  turnpike  diverges  to  the  left,  passing 
nearly  equidistant  between  it  and  the  Triune  road.  Each  of  these  roads 
crosses  Stone's  River  about  1^  miles  west  of  the  town.  The  river  makes  a 
bend  in  the  shape  of  a  horseshoe  to  the  west,  and  the  roads  cross  at  the 
bases  of  the  bend.  The  enemy's  right  was  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
beyond  the  river,  with  their  line  south  of  the  Triune  road,  and  extending 
almost  northwardly  toward  the  Wilkinson  pike  and  the  Nashville  road. 
The  force  under  my  immediate  command  Wednesday  morning  was  10,045 
infantry  and  artillery,  under  McCown  and  Cleburne,  and  2,000  cavalry, 
under  Brigadier- General  Wharton. 

I  ordered  Wharton  to  make  a  detour  of  the  enemy's  right,  and  to  fall 
upon  their  flank  and  rear,  while  the  infantry  and  artillery  moved  upor. 
them  in  front.  He  dashed  forward  at  a  gallop  at  daybreak,  and  soon 
reached  the  Wilkinson  turnpike,  2^  miles  in  the  rear.  With  Colonel 
[John  T.J  Cox's  command  [First  Confederate  Cavalry],  he  charged  with 
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great  impetuosity  and  took  prisoners  the  Seventy -fifth  Illinois  Regiment. 
Captain  [S.  P.]  Christian,  of  the  Texas  Eangers  [Eighth  Texas  Cavalry], 
with  four  companies,  at  the  same  time  charged  and  took  a  complete  bat- 
tery of  the  enemy,  with  all  its  guns,  caissons,  horses,  and  artillerists. 
By  these  dashes  1,500  prisoners  fell  into  our  hands.  Wharton  after- 
ward swept  around  toward  the  Nashville  turnpike,  and  found  the  enemy^s 
cavalry  in  position  to  defend  their  menaced  trains.  Harrison,  Ashby, 
and  Hardy  were  ordered  to  charge.  This  was  met  by  a  counter-charge 
of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  the  Fourth  Regular  Cavalry,  who  were 
routed  in  confusion.  The  entire  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  was  de- 
ployed beyond  this  point.  Wharton's  entire  brigade  was  now  ordered  to 
charge;  2,000  horsemen  dashed  forward  to  the  assault.  The  field  was 
favorable,  the  charge  irresistible,  the  conflict  short.  The  enemy  fled  in 
wild  dismay  2  miles  beyond  OveralFs  Creek,  l-eaving  in  our  hands  several 
hundred  wagons,  400  additional  prisoners,  and  several  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  conduct  of  Wharton  and  his  brigade  cannot  be  too  highly  com- 
mended. After  a  day  of  brilliant  achievements,  he  covered  the  left  of 
my  infantry  at  night. 

Major-General  McCown  having  failed  to  get  McNair's  brigade  on  the 
line  of  battle  Tuesday  night,  as  directed  by  me,  the  brigade  was  moved 
into  position  early  the  next  morning,  and  McCown  advanced  with  his 
division  against  the  enemy,  about  600  yards  distant,  with  McNair  on  the 
right  of  Ector  and  with  Rains'  brigade  on  the  left.  The  division  of 
Major  General  Cleburne  was  about  500  yards  in  rear  of  McCown,  as  a 
second  line.  The  two  divisions  were  posted  on  the  left  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Polk's  command.  The  troops  advanced  with  animation  and 
soon  became  hotly  engaged.  The  enemy  were  broken  and  driven 
through  a  cedar  brake  after  a  rapid  and  successful  charge  by  McCown's 
command,  in  which  Brigadier  General  [August]  Willich  and  many  pris- 
oners were  taken. 

A  signal  instance  of  courage  was  shown  by  Col.  J.  C.  Burks,  of  the 
Eleventh  Texas.  This  brave  officer,  though  mortally  wounded,  still  led 
and  cheered  on  his  regiment  until  he  fell  exhausted  at  its  head. 

Another  instance  was  shown  by  Sergt.  A.  Sims,  flag-bearer  of  the 
Tenth  Texas,  who,  seeing  a  Federal  flag-bearer  endeavoring  to  rally  his 
regiment,  sprang  forward,  seized  the  standard,  and  in  the  struggle  both 
were  shot  down,  waving  their  flags  with  their  last  breath.  The  Federal 
flag  was  captured. 

I  had  ordered  McCown  and  Cleburne,  as  they  crushed  the  line  of  the 
enemy,  to  swing  round  by  a  continued  change  of  direction  to  the  right, 
with  Polk's  left  as  a  pivot,  while  Wharton  was  to  make  a  diversion  on  their 
flank  and  rear.  This  was  done  by  Cleburne,  but  was  not  so  promptly 
executed  by  McCown,  on  account  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  in  his  front. 
McCown  continued  westwardly,  fighting  toward  Overall's  Creek,  far  to 
our  left,  while  Cleburne,  executing  the  maneuver,  changed  his  direction 
northeastwardly  toward  the  Wilkinson  turnpike,  which  placed  him  on 
the  right  of  McCown  and  filled  the  interval  between  McCown  and  Polk. 
The  line,  now  single  and  without  support,  engaged  and  drove  the  enemy 
with  great  carnage  through  the  fields  and  cedar  brakes  which  lie  between 
the  Triune  and  Wilkinson  roads.  Before  this  gap  in  the  line  was  filled 
by  Cleburne,  McCown's  right  flank  was  exposed.  McN^air  halted  his  bri- 
gade, while  Liddell  advanced  gallantly,  filling  the  interval,  covered  Mc- 
Nair's  unprotected  right,  and  engaged  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  posted 
behind  a  rail  fence.  These  two  brigades  charged  the  enemy  with  impet- 
uosity, took  their  battery,  and  pursued  their  broken  and  fleeing  regiments 
before  Ector  and  Rjiins  could  be  brought  into  action. 
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General  McNair  left  a  sick  bed  to  enter  the  battle,  and  after  conduct- 
ing his  brigade  with  gallantry,  becoming  exhausted,  was  ordered  to  re- 
tire from  the  field.  The  command  then  devolved  upon  Colonel  [E.  W. ' 
Harper. 

By  this  time  Liddell,  who  was  upon  the  left  of  Johnson's  brigade,  had 
become  separated  from  Cleburne's  division  by  following  the  movement 
of  McCown.  The  command  was  near  the  Wilkinson  turnpike,  at  a  point 
where  the  enemy  had  established  a  hospital.  They  had  driven  them 
nearly  2  miles.  The  men  were  greatly  fatigued  and  their  ammunition 
exhausted.  As  soon  as  this  was  replenished,  I  ordered  them  again  to 
advance.  Eains'  brigade  being  fresh,  was  brought  forward  to  the  right 
to  attack  a  battery,  while  Ector's,  McNair's,  and  Liddell's  brigades 
moved  forward  in  the  direction  of  the  Nashville  road.  Ector  and  Har- 
per, though  enfiladed  by  a  battery,  forced  their  way  through  a  cedar 
brake  in  which  the  enemy  were  posted,  while  Rains  advanced  upon  the 
battery.  Unfortunately,  this  brave  offlcer  and  accomplished  gentleman 
fell,  shot  through  the  heart,  and  his  brigade  recoiled  in  confusion.  Ector 
and  Harper  were  ordered  to  fall  back  under  cover,  while  [J.  T.]  Hum- 
phreys' battery  bravely  engaged  sixteen  pieces  of  the  enemy  until  our 
infantry  were  sheltered. 

The  divisions  of  McCown  and  Cleburne  in  single  line  had  now  driven 
the  enemy,  with  great  slaughter,  for  several  miles  through  the  cedar 
brakes  toward  the  Nashville  turnpike.  Cleburne  (originally  formed  with 
Brigadier- General  Polk's  brigade  on  the  right,  Johnson's  in  the  center, 
and  Liddell's  on  the  left,  with  Wood's  in  reserve)  had  engaged  the  enemy 
shortly  after  McCown  commenced  the  attack.  Having  changed  direction 
toward  the  northeast,  he  encountered  their  first  line,  posted  behind  fences 
and  in  dense  thickets,  a  little  north  of  the  Triune  road.  In  the  open 
ground  beyond  were  other  lines  and  batteries.  Limestone  rocks  in  the 
thickets  furnished  the  enemy  admirable  natural  defenses.  The  division 
dashed  forward,  and,  after  a  bloody  struggle  of  half  an  hour,  hurled  the 
first  line  back  upon  the  second,  which,  in  turn,  was  broken,  and  the 
mingled  lines  tvere  driven  in  disorder  toward  the  Wilkinson  turnpike. 
Wood's  brigade  dispersed  the  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  and  the  bri- 
gade composed  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Illinois,  the  Twenty-first,  Eighty- 
first,  and  Fifteenth  Wisconsin.  The  Seventeenth  Tennessee  captured 
a  Michigan  battery,  while  the  Second  Arkansas  [Mounted  Rifles*]  again 
routed  the  Twenty-second  Indiana,  capturing  its  colonel.  This  regi- 
ment is  the  same  that  the  Second  Arkansas  had  routed  at  Perryville, 
and  which,  dtiring  the  campaign  of  last  year,  had  behaved  with  such 
barbarity  to  the  people  of  Arkansas.  It  was  in  this  conflict  that  Colonel 
[A.  S.]  Marks,  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment,  was  severely 
wounded  while  gallantly  leading  and  encouraging  his  men.  It  was  also 
in  this  conflict  that  Liddell's  and  Johnson's  brigades  suffered  their  great- 
est loss.  The  enemy  several  times  attempted  to  make  a  stand,  but  were 
each  time  forced  back.  Our  troops  were  vigorously  pressing  forward, 
when  a  third  line,  strongly  supported  by  artillery,  stood  revealed  on  the 
south  side  of  the  turnpike.  The  cannonade  was  fierce,  but  could  not 
check  our  advance.  After  a  stubborn  combat  the  enemy  were  broken, 
and  fled  to  the  cedar  brakes  between  the  Nashville  and  Wilkinson  turn- 
pikes. 

Cleburne  was  now  in  advance  of  Cheatham  and  Withers,  and  as  he 
crossed  the  open  grounds  near  the  turnpike  he  was  enfiladed  by  a  bat- 
tery posted  on  an  eminence  directly  on  his  right  flank.  Captain  [T.  R. 
Hotchkiss,  acting  chief  of  artillery  of  Cleburne's  division,  placed  [J.  H. 

*  Dismounted. 
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Calvert's  and  [Put.]  Darden's  batteries  in  position  near  the  Wilkinson 
turnpike,  and  boldly  engaged  some  heavy  rifled  batteries  of  the  enemy. 
This  officer  nobly  discharged  his  duty,  and  was  twice  wounded.  The 
First  Arkansas  and  the  Fifth  Confederate  afterward  charged  the  bat- 
teries, and  captured  four  of  the  guns.  Several  colors,  a  large  number 
of  prisoners,  medical  stores,  hospitals,  ammunition  trains,  andcaissonsy 
were  captured  in  this,  conflict.  The  battle  at  this  point  was»  bloody. 
Here  General  [Joshua  W.]  Sill,  of  the  Federal  Army,  was  slain. 

Cleburne  had  now  driven  back  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  beyond  the 
Wilkinson  road,  when  another  line  was  displayed  in  the  cover  of  the 
jedar  woods  between  the  Wilkinson  and  Nashville  turnpikes.  Wood^ 
Polk,  Qidd  Johnson  charged  this  line ,  receiving  a  heavy  fire.  Here  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [Don]  McGregor,  of  the  First  Arkansas,  and  Major  [J. 
T.]  McEeynolds,  of  the  Thirty- seventh  Tennessee,  two  brave  officers,  fell^ 
mortally  wounded.  Brigadier-General  Liddell  attacked  the  enemy  near 
the  left  of  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  whom  he  had  rejoined,  and,  after 
an  obstinate  conflict,  threw  them  into  confusion.  Here  Col.  Samuel  [G.] 
Smith,  of  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  Arkansas,  and  Colonel  [John  H.]  Kelly, 
of  the  Eighth  Arkansas,  both  gallant  officers,  were  wounded ;  and  here 
Lieutenant- Colonel  [John  E.]  Murray,  of  the  Fifth  Arkansas,  courage- 
ously bore  the  colors  of  his  regiment  to  the  front,  while  Private  J.  K. 
Leslie,  of  the  same  regiment,  captured  the  colors  of  the  enemy  with  his 
own  hands.  A  portion  of  Cleburne's  division  was  repulsed,  but,  after  a 
bloody  combat,  the  enemy  were  finally  dislodged.  On  our  right  their 
lines  remained  unbroken.  With  our  inferior  numbers  no  further  advance 
could  be  hazarded  until  all  my  forces  were  collected.  Wood,  having 
fallen  back  for  ammunition,  was  detained  to  protect  the  ordnance  train. 
The  remaining  brigades  occupied  the  cedar  brakes  and  fields  near  the 
i^ashville  road.  The  command  of  Cleburne  was  now  reformed,  and  about 
3  o'clock  he  essayed  again  to  rout  a  fresh  line  of  the  enemy  near  the  Nash- 
ville turnpike.  The  enemy  were  again  broken  with  heavy  loss.  Johnson's 
brigade  was  conspicuous  in  the  conflict,  in  which  the  brigade  of  Preston 
Smith  also  shared.  It  was  now  past  3  o'clock.  In  moving  through  the 
open  grounds  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  last  positions  they  held  near 
the  railroad,  a  fierce  and  destructive  enfilading  fire  of  artillery  was  poured 
upon  the  right  of  Cleburne's  division  from  batteries  massed  near  the 
railroad  embankments.  At  this  critical  moment  the  enemy  brought 
up  a  fresh  line  to  oppose  our  wearied  troops.  Our  ammunition  was 
exhausted.  Smith's  brigade  recoiled  in  confusion.  Johnson  and  Polk 
followed,  and  the  division  was  repulsed.  It  was  rallied  and  reformed  in 
the  edge  of  the  cedar  woods,  about  400  yards  in  rear  of  the  most  ad- 
vanced position  we  had  won.  Brigadier-General  Polk  in  this  conflict 
suffered  very  severely,  but,  while  we  sustained,  we  inflicted  great  loss. 

When  I  withdrew  from  the  extreme  right,  Tuesday  evening,  Major- 
General  Breckinridge's  division  was  left  in  its  original  position  on  the 
Lebanon  road.  Brigadier-General  Jackson  having  reported  to  me  with 
his  brigade,  it  was  posted  on  the  east  side  of  the  Lebanon  road,  to  the 
right  of  Adams'  brigade.  These  five  brigades,  under  Major-General 
Breckinridge,  remained  in  position  from  Sunday  to  Wednesday  without 
any  material  event,  except  a  skirmish  tor  an  artillery  position,  already 
mentioned. 

About  11  o'clock  Wednesday  the  brigades  of  Adams  and  Jackson 
were,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  sent  across 
the  river  to  the  assistance  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  who  was  re- 
ported to  be  hard  pressed.  Crossing  the  ford  about  midday,  they  were 
formed  near  the  intersection  of  the  Nashville  Railroad  and  turnpike, 
with  their  right  stretching  to  the  river,  and  were  moved  down  the  Nash- 
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ville  turnpike  and  railroad  against  the  center  of  the  enemy,  passing  in 
the  direction  of  the  burnt  brick  building  known  as  the  Cowan  house. 
The  brigade  of  Jackson  passed  by  those  of  Chalmers  and  Donelson  in 
the  direction  of  the  Cowan  house,  while  Adams',  extending  toward  the 
river,  attacked  the  enemy  between  1  and  2  o'clock.  A  desperate  strug- 
gle for  a  passage  down  the  JSTashville  road  ensued  just  before  Cleburne 
became  engaged  against  their  right,  2  miles  farther  on.  The  force  was 
unequal  to  the  task.   It  recoiled  after  a  loss  of  one- third  of  the  command. 

A  short  time  after,  Preston  and  Palmer  were  ordered  to  cross  the  ford, 
to  continue  the  same  movement,  and  Hanson's  brigade  alone  remained 
on  the  east  side  of  Stone's  Elver.  They  reached  the  ground  just  after 
Jackson  and  Adams  were  repulsed,  General  Adams  having  been 
wounded  while  gallantly  conducting  his  brigade.  They  were  quickly 
formed  under  the  immediate  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge, 
and  moved  across  the  plain  in  fine  order  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery. 

Many  men  and  officers  were  killed  along  the  line,  the  principal  loss 
falling  upon  Preston's  brigade.  The  Twentieth  Tennessee,  of  Preston's 
brigade,  vainly  endeavored  near  the  river  to  carry  a  battery,  and,  after 
a  heavy  loss,  including  their  gallant  commander.  Colonel  [T.  B.]  Smith, 
who  was  severely  wounded,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  under  cover. 
Palmer,  being  farther  on  the  left,  suffered  but  little.  The  remaining 
regiments  of  Preston's  brigade  encountered  great  difficulty  in  passing 
the  fences  and  pickets  at  the  Cowan  house,  and,  being  exposed  to  an 
enfilading  fire  of  infantry  and  artillery  at  short  range,  were  thrown  into 
some  confusion.  They  were  soon  rallied,  and,  rushing  forward  with 
cheers  across  the  intervening  space,  entered  the  cedar  brakes  in  front. 

At  4  o'clock  our  line  was  almost  parallel  with  the  Nashville  turnpike  for 
about  2  miles,  stretching  from  the  point  of  woods  near  the  Cowan  house 
toward  Overall's  Creek.  Preston  occupied  the  extreme  right  of  my  line,, 
and  the  divisions  of  Cleburne  and  McCown  extended  northwest,  almost 
parallel  with  the  railroad.  Liddell's  brigade  formed  the  extreme  left. 
The  enemy  occupied  the  ground  northwest  of  the  railroad,  lying  between 
it  and  Stone's  Eiver,  toward  Nashville.  Here  they  massed  a  vast  strength 
of  artillery  and  infantry.  Their  right  had  been  completely  turned, 
crushed,  and  beaten  back  for  more  than  3  miles.  Great  confusion  pre- 
vailed, but  their  strength  was  still  such  that  we  could  not  undertake  to 
force  the  position  without  unwise  hazard.  We  had  lost  nearly  a  third  of 
the  commands  engaged.  If,  at  the  moment  when  the  enemy  were  driven 
from  the  thick  woods  north  of  the  Wilkinson  turnpike,  a  fresh  division 
could  have  replaced  Cleburne's  exhausted  troops  and  followed  up  the 
victory,  the  rout  of  Rosecrans'  army  would  have  been  complete.  The 
interval  required  to  collect  and  reform  our  lines,  now  shattered  by  four 
successive  conflicts,  was  occupied  by  the  enemy  in  planting  heavy  bat- 
teries and  massing  fresh  columns  of  infantry  to  oppose  our  further  ad- 
vance. I  sent  for  re-enforcements.  The  commanding  general  replied  he 
had  none  to  give  me.  Hanson's  brigade  alone  remained  fresh  and  un- 
fought.  The  enemy  lay  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns,  securely  sheltered 
behind  the  strong  defense  of  the  railroad  embankment,  with  wide,  open 
fields  intervening,  which  were  swept  by  their  superior  artillery.  It  would 
have  been  folly,  not  valor,  to  assail  them  in  this  position.  I  gave  the 
order  to  hold  the  wood,  400  yards  in  rear  of  the  advanced  position  we  had 
won,  and  to  bivouac  for  the  night. 

During  the  day  the  men  and  officers  of  my  command  had  displayed 
the  most  splendid  courage.  Twenty-three  pieces  of  cannon  and  more 
than  4,000  piisoners,  with  a  corresponding  number  of  small -arms,  re- 
warded their  valor.    With  12,000  men  of  all  arms,  we  had  driven  back 
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and  utterly  routed  McCook^s  corps,  ascertained  by  his  captured  returns 
to  have  been  18,000  strong,  and  several  brigades  and  divisions  which  it 
is  known  were  sent  to  his  support. 

For  3  miles  in  our  rear,  amid  the  thick  cedars  and  the  open  fields, 
where  the  Federal  lines  had  been  originally  formed,  their  dead  and  their 
dying,  their  hospitals,  and  the  wreck  of  that  portion  of  their  army  marked 
our  victorious  advance.  Our  bivouac  fires  were  lighted  at  night  within 
500  yards  of  the  railroad  embankment,  behind  which  their  disordered 
battalions  sought  shelter. 

Wednesday  night  was  clear  and  cold.  The  armies  maintained  their 
relative  positions.  Some  picket  skirmishing  occurred  during  the  night. 
No  action  of  importance  nor  material  change  of  position  occurred  until 
about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  January  2.  The  command- 
ing general,  anxious  to  secure  a  position  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river, 
from  which  he  could  enfilade  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  ordered  Major-Gen- 
eral  Breckinridge,  with  his  entire  division,  to  seize  a  hill  about  1,600  yards 
in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  Hanson's  brigade.  At  4  o'clock  the 
division  moved  forward.  It  swept  over  the  crest  of  the  hill,  routing  a 
division  of  the  enemy,  who  fled  in  disorder  across  the  stream,  after  leav- 
ing many  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  Our  men  pursued  them  with 
great  ardor.  A  division  reported  to  be  that  of  General  [J.  S.]  jSTegley, 
and  a  brigade  under  General  Porter  [Palmer],  held  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  This  fresh  force  poured  a  withering  fire  from  an  advantageous 
position  upon  our  men.  Breckinridge's  division,  after  a  bloody  struggle 
not  exceeding  forty  minutes,  in  which  at  least  1,200  men  were  killed  and 
wounded,  was  repulsed.  Many  brave  men  and  able  ofl&cers  fell  in  the 
attack.  Among  the  latter  Brigadier  General  [R.  W.]  Hanson,  a  spirited 
and  intrepid  officer,  was  mortally  wounded  early  in  the  action.  As  this 
movement  was  made  without  my  knowledge,  and  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  Major-General  Breckinridge,  I  refer  to  his  report  for  de 
tails. 

Friday  night,  the  commanding  general,  apprehending  an  attack  on 
our  right,  east  of  Stone's  River,  ordered  me  to  withdraw  Cleburne's  and 
McCown's  divisions  from  the  left,  and  to  place  them  in  their  original 
positions — the  former  in  rear  of  Breckinridge's  line,  the  latter  in  reserve. 
These  divisions  did  not  get  into  position  until  late  that  uighr.  Cold  and 
drenching  rain  set  in  and  continued  throughout  the  succeeding  day. 
The  enemy  manifested  do  disposition  to  attack,  but  our  troops,  being 
worn  down  by  the  hardships  of  their  winter  bivouacs  and  the  exhaustion 
of  battle,  and  the  commanding  general  having  received  information  that 
the  enemy  were  being  largely  re-enforced,  he  determined  to  re^'^.re. 

In  obedience  to  his  orders,  on  the  morning  of  January  4,  I  withdrew 
my  command  by  the  Manchester  road  to  Tullahoma,  in  good  order  and 
without  molestation. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  at  Murfreesborough,  whenever  the  fight 
was  confined  principally  to  musketry,  and  the  enemy  had  no  advantage 
in  artillery,  we  were  successful.  It  was  only  when  tliey  had  massed 
heavy  batteries,  under  cover  of  the  railroad  embankments,  that  we  were 
repulsed.  In  every  form  of  contest  in  which  mechanical  instruments, 
requiring  skill  and  heavy  machinery  to  make  them,  can  be  usVd,  the 
Federals  are  our  superiors.  In  every  form  of  contest  in  which  manly 
courage,  patient  endurance,  and  brave  impulse  are  the  qualities  and 
conditions  necessary  to  success,  we  have  invariably  been  successful. 
Long-range  cannon  and  improved  projectiles  can  be  made  only  by  great 
mechanical  skill,  heavy  machinery,  and  abundant  resources.  The  enemy 
IS,  therefore,  superior  in  artillery.  Infantry  constitutes  the  great  arm 
of  the  service,  and  its  appointments  and  equipments  are  simple.    The 
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Federal  infantry,  unsuppor  ted  by  artillery,  has  not  in  a  single  instance 
fought  successfully  with  ours  when  the  odds  were  less  than  three  to 
two. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  tabular  statement  (A),  which  exhibits  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  divisions  of  McCown,  Breckinridge,  and  Cleburne, 
and  the  brigades  of  Jackson  and  Wharton,  amounting  to  5,663  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  I  return  ray  heartfelt  thanks 
for  the  ability  and  striking  courage  displayed  by  them  at  Murfreesbor- 
ough.  The  field  required  that  much  should  be  confided  to  the  command- 
ers of  divisions,  brigades,  and  regiments,  and  it  is  to  me  a  grateful  duty 
to  acknowledge  how  well  these  officers  merited  my  confidence.  The 
men  illustrated  the  day  by  a  discipline,  courage,  and  devotion  never 
surpassed.  In  the  reports  of  my  subordinate  commanders  will  be  found 
many  instances  of  individual  heroism  which  the  limits  of  this  report  will 
not  permit  me  to  record. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  my  staff,  namely:  Maj.  T.  B. 
Koy,  chief  of  staff;  Oapt.  D.  H.  Poole,  assistant  adjutant-general ;  Capt. 
D.  Gr.  White,  acting  assistant  adjutant- general }  Maj.  W.  D.  Pickett, 
assistant  inspector-general;  Capt.  S.  L.  Black,  assistant  inspector- 
general;  Lieut.  T.  W".  Hunt,  assistant  inspector- general;  Lieut.  W.  W. 
Wilkins,  aide-decamp ;  Maj.  L.  Hoxton,  chief  of  artillery;  Maj.  J.  M. 
Kennard,  chief  of  ordnance ;  Surg.  A.  L.  Breysacher,  medical  inspector; 
Maj.  C  W.  Gassett,  chief  quartermaster;  Maj.  W.  E.  Moore,  chief  of 
subsistence,  and  to  General  W.  C.  Whitthorne,  adjutant  general  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  Capt.  [Maj.]  Thomas  Claiborne,  C.  S.  Army, 
who  volunteered  their  services. 

^Ty  thanks  are  also  especially  due  to  Capts.  S.  W.  Presstman  and  J.  W. 
Green,  of  the  engineer  corps,  for  active  and  efficient  service,  and  to 
Surg.  D.  W.  Yandell,  my  medical  director,  to  whose  good  management 
I  am  indebted  for  having  both  my  own  and  the  Federal  wounded  m 
Wednesday's  fight  rapidly  removed  from  the  field  and  cared  for  before 
midnight. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant-  General, 


Lieut.  Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


A. 

Talyular  atatemenl  of  killed,   wounded,  and  missing,   to  accompany  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee* 8  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreeaborough. 


Command. 


HARDEE'S  CORPS. 

Breckinridge's  Division. 


Palmer's  brigade* 
Preston's  brigade. 
Adams'  brigade  t  . 
Hanson's  brigade. 


Total  Breckinridge's  division. 


Commander. 


9. 


Colonel  Palmer |  49 

Bri gadier-General  Preston i  58 

Brigadier-General  Adams '  112 

Brigadier-General  Hanson !  47 

Major-General  Breckinridge 


266 


324 
384 
445 
273 


1,426 


bfi 


52 

97 

146 

81 


37« 


*  Brigadier- General  Pillow  assigned  to  command  previous  to  action,  January  2. 
t  Colonel  Gibson  in  command  after  General  Adams  was  wounded. 
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Tabular  statement  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  ^c. — Continued. 


Command. 


Commander. 


9 

a 

o 


bfi 


^ 


Cleburne's  Division. 


"Wood's  brigade 

Johnson's  brigade 
Liddell's  brigade  . 

Polk's  brigade 

Cleburne's  staff — 


Total  Cleburne's  division 

McOown's  Division  (unattcu;hed). 


Ector's  brigade . . . 

Bains'  brigade 

McNair's  brigade. 
McCown's  escort . 


Total  McCown's  division. . 
Jackson's  brigade  (unattached) . . 
Wharton's  brigade  of  cavalry 

Grand  total  Hardee's  corps 


Brigadier-General  Wood. . . 
Brigadier-General  Johnson 
Brigadier-General  Liddell  . 
Brigadier- General  Polk 


52 
61 
86 

30 


Brigadier-General  Ector. . . 
Brigadier-General  Rains. . . 
Brigadier-General  McNair 


29 
21 
42 


Major-General  McCown 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  Jackson . . . 
Brigadier-General  Wharton 
Lieutenant-General  Hardee 


94 


41 


20 


336 
488 
503 
298 
2 


Major-General  Cleburne 229  I    1,627 


761 


262 


131 


650       4,207 


113 
57 
18 
19 


207 


275 

39 

154 

15 

330 

52 

2 

1 

107 


iia 


RECAPITULATION. 


Conunand. 


Breckinridge's  division 

Cleburne's  division 

McCown's  division 

Jackson's  brigade 

Wharton's  brigade 

Grand  total 


w 


266 

229 

94 

41 

20 


13 

(D 

•c 
a 
a 
o 


1,426 

1,627 

761 

262 

131 


.s 


376 
207 
107 


113 


650       4,207  I     803 


2,068 
2,  066 

303 
204 


5,663 


[Addenda.] 

Hdqrs.  Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma^  Tenn.^  January  17,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
"present  for  duty"  in  this  army  corps  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst  of 
December,  1862 : 

Breckinridge's  division : 

Brown's  [Palmer's]  brigade 1, 446 

Adams'  brigade 1, 534 

Hanson's  brigade 1, 893 

Preston's  brigade 1, 951 

6,824 

Cleburne's  division : 

Wood's  brigade 1,150 

Johnson's  brigade 1,922 

Liddell's  brigade 1,709 

Polk's  brigade 1,343 

6,124 

Total 12,948 

Discrepancies  in  the  relative  strength  of  the  brigades  of  Breckin- 
ridge's division  in  the  present  report,  as  compared  with  previous  reports, 
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are  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  reorganization  of  that  division  was 
perfected  by  several  transfers  of  regiments  only  on  the  day  previous  to 
the  battle  of  Murfreesborough. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenant- General, 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma,  April  20,  1863. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  headquarters  of  the 
army,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  names  of  officers  who 
fell  at  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  conspicuous  for  their  valor,  to  be 
inscribed  on  the  battery  of  Liddell's  brigade,  and  on  one  of  the  reserve 
batteries : 

LiddelVs  battery. — Lieut.  Col.  Don.  McGregor,  First  Arkansas;  Capt. 
James  T.  Armstrong,  Company  E,  Sixth  Arkansas ;  First.  Lieut.  H.  C. 
Collier,  Company  H,  Second  Arkansas,  and  First  Ijieut.  H.  J.  McCurdy, 
Eighth  Arkansas. 

Reserve  Battery. — Maj.  Henry  C.  Ewin,  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  Reg- 
iment; Maj.  James  T.  McReynolds,  Thirty-seventh  Tennessee  Regi- 
ment ;  Capt.  E.  Eldridge  Wriglit,  Wright's  battery,  and  Capt.  Edwin 
Allen,  Company  C,  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  Regiment. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARDEE, 
Lieutenan  t-  General. 
Col.  George  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Army  of  Tennessee. 


No.  225. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  BrecMnridge^  C.  S.  Army^  commanding  First 
Division^  icith  appendix  by  General  Bragg. 

Headquarters  Breckinridge's  Division, 

January  — ,  1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  division,  of  Lieuten- 
ant-General  Hardee's  corps,  in  the  recent  battles  of  Stone's  River,  in 
front  of  Murfreesborough. 

The  character  and  course  of  Stone's  River,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground 
in  front  of  the  town,  are  well  known,  and  as  the  report  of  the  general 
commanding  will,  no  doubt,  be  accompanied  by  a  sketch,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  describe  them  here. 

On  the  morning  of  Sunday,  December  28,  the  brigades  moved  from 
their  encampments  and  took  up  line  of  battle  about  IJ  miles  from  Mur- 
freesborough in  the  following  order :  Adams'  brigade  on  the  right,  with 
its  right  resting  on  the  Lebanon  road,  and  its  left  extending  toward  the 
ford  over  Stone's  River,  a  short  distance  below  the  destroyed  bridge  on 
the  Nashville  turnpike ;  Preston  on  the  left  of  Adams  ;  Palmer  on  the 
left  of  Preston,  and  Hanson  forming  the  left  of  the  line,  with  his  left 
resting  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  near  the  ford.  The  right  of  Major- 
General  Withers,  of  Lieutenan t-General  Polk's  cori)S,  rested  near  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  and  sliglitly  in  advance  of  Hanson's  left. 
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Brigadier-General  Jackson,  having  reported  to  me  with  bis  command, 
was  placed,  by  the  direction  of  the  lieutenant-general  commanding, 
upon  the  east  side  of  the  Lebanon  road,  on  commanding  ground,  a  little 
in  advance  of  the  right  of  Brigadier-General  Adams. 

My  division  formed  the  front  line  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army  j 
Major-General  Cleburne's  division,  drawn  up  some  600  yards  in  rear,^ 
formed  the  second  line  of  the  same  wing,  while  the  division  of  Major- 
General  McCown,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  general  com- 
manding, composed  the  reserve. 

My  line  extended  from  left  to  right  along  the  edge  of  a  forest,  save 
an  open  space  of  400  yards,  which  was  occupied  by  Wright's  battery, 
of  Preston's  brigade,  with  the  Twentieth  Tennessee  in  reserve  to  sup- 
port it.  An  open  field  800  yards  in  width  extended  along  nearly  the 
whole  front  of  the  line,  and  was  bounded  on  the  opposite  side  by  a  line 
of  forest  similar  to  that  occupied  by  us.  In  the  opinion  of  the  lieuten- 
ant-general commanding  (who  had  twice  ridden  carefully  over  the 
ground  with  me)  and  the  general  commanding  (who  had  personally  in- 
spected the  lines),  it  was  the  strongest  position  the  nature  of  the  ground 
would  allow. 

About  600  yards  in  front  of  Hanson's  center  was  an  eminence  which 
it  was  deemed  important  to  hold.  It  commanded  the  ground  sloping 
toward  the  river  in  its  front  and  on  its  left,  and  also  the  plain  on  the 
west  bank  occupied  by  the  right  of  Withers'  line.  Colonel  [T.  H.]  Hunt, 
with  the  Forty-first  Alabama,  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Kentucky,  and 
Cobb's  battery,  all  of  Hanson's  brigade,  was  ordered  to  take  and  hold 
this  hill,  which  he  did,  repulsing  several  brisk  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and 
losing  some  excellent  officers  and  men.  A  few  hundred  yards  to  the  left 
and  rear  of  this  position  a  small  earthwork,  thrown  up  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Major  [R.  E.j  Graves,  my  chief  of  artillery,  was  held  during  a 
part  of  the  operations  by  Semple's  battery  of  Napoleon  guns. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  tlie  30th,  I  received  intelligence  from 
Lieuteuant-General  Hardee  tbat  the  divisions  of  Cleburne  and  McCown 
were  to  be  transferred  to  the  extreme  left,  and  soon  after  an  order  came 
to  me  from  the  general  commanding  to  hold  the  hill  at  all  hazards.  I 
immediately  moved  the  remainder  of  Hanson's  brigade  to  the  hill,  and 
strengthened  Cobb's  battery  with  a  section  from  [C.  L.]  Lumsdeu's  bat- 
tery and  a  section  from  [C.  H.]  Slocomb's  Washington  Artillery.  At 
the  same  time  Adams'  brigade  was  moved  from  the  right  and  formed  on 
the  ground  originally  occupied  by  Hanson's  brigade.  Jackson  was 
moved  to  the  west  side  of  the  Lebanon  road,  to  connect  with  the  general 
line  of  battle. 

All  the  ground  east  of  Stone's  Eiver  was  now  to  be  held  by  one  divis- 
ion, which,  in  a  single  line,  did  not  extend  from  the  ford  to  the  Lebanon 
road.  I  did  not  change  my  general  line,  since  a  position  in  advance, 
besides  being  less  favorable  in  other  respects,  would  have  widened  con- 
siderably the  interval  between  my  right  and  the  Lebanon  road.  The 
enemy  did  not  again  attack  the  hill  with  infantry,  but  our  troops  there 
continued  to  suffer  during  all  the  operations,  from  heavy  shelling.  Our 
artillery  at  that  position  often  did  good  service  in  diverting  the  enemy'3 
fire  from  our  attacking  lines  of  infantry,  and  especially  on  Wednesday, 
the  31st,  succeeded  in  breaking  several  of  their  formations  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river. 

On  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  31st,  the  battle  opened  on  our  left. 
From  my  front,  information  came  to  me  from  [John]  Pegram's  cavalry 
force  in  advance  that  the  enemy,  having  crossed  at  the  fords  below, 
were  moving  on  my  position  in  line  of  battle.    This  proved  to  be  incor- 
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rect,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  sufficient  care  was  noi  taken  by  the 
authors  of  the  reports  to  discriminate  rumor  from  fact. 

About  10.30  a.  m.  I  received,  through  Gol.  J.  Stoddard  Johnston,  a 
suggestion  from  the  general  commanding  to  move  against  the  enemy 
instead  of  awaiting  his  attack.*  1  preferred  to  fight  on  the  ground  I 
then  occupied,  but  supi)osiug  that  the  object  of  the  general  was  to  create 
a  diversion  in  favor  of  our  left,  my  line,  except  Hanson's  brigade,  was 
put  in  motion  in  the  direction  from  which  the  enemy  was  supposed  to 
be  advancing.  We  had  marched  about  half  a  mile  when  I  received, 
through  Colonel  Johnston,  an  order  from  the  general  commanding  to 
send  at  least  one  brigade  to  the  sui)port  of  Lieutenaut-General  Polk, 
who  was  hard  pressed,  and,  as  I  recollect,  two,  if  I  could  spare  them.  I 
immediately  sent  Adams  and  Jackson,  and  at  the  same  time  suspended 
my  movement,  and  sent  forward  Capt.  E.  M.  Blackburn,  with  several 
of  my  escort,  and  Captain  Coleman  and  Lieut.  Thomas  B.  Darragh, 
of  my  staff,  with  orders  to  find  and  report  with  certainty  the  position 
and  movements  of  the  enemy.  Soon  after  an  order  came  from  the  gen- 
eral commanding  to  continue  the  movement.  The  line  again  advanced, 
but  had  not  proceeded  far  when  I  received  an  order  from  the  general 
commanding,  through  Colonel  Johnston,  repeated  by  Colonel  Grenfell, 
to  leave  Hanson  in  position  on  the  hill,  and  with  the  remainder  oi  my 
command  to  report  at  once  to  Lieutenant-General  Polk.  The  brigades 
of  Preston  and  Palmer  were  immediately  moved  by  the  flank  toward  the 
ford  before  referred  to,  and  the  order  of  the  general  executed  with  great 
rapidity. 

In  the  mean  time,  riding  forward  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  gen- 
eral commanding  and  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  near  the  west  bank  of 
the  river,  and  a  little  below  the  ford,  I  arrived  in  time  to  see  at  a  distance 
the  brigades  of  Jackson  and  Adams  recoiling  from  a  very  hot  fire  of 
the  enemy.  I  was  directed  by  Lieutenant-General  Polk  to  form  my  line, 
with  its  right  resting  on  the  river  and  its  left  extending  across  the  open 
field,  crossing  the  Nashville  turnpike  almost  at  a  right  angle.  While 
my  troops  were  crossing  the  river,  and  getting  into  line,  I  rode  forward 
with  a  portion  of  my  staff,  assisted  by  gentlemen  of  the  staffs  of  Gen- 
erals Bragg  and  Polk,  to  rally  and  form  Adams'  brigade,  which  was  fall- 
ing back  chiefly  between  the  turnpike  and  the  river.  Jackson,  much 
cut  up,  had  retired  farther  toward  our  left.  The  brigade  of  Brigadier- 
General  Adams  was  rallied  and  placed  in  line  across  the  field,  behind 
a  low  and  very  imperfect  breastwork  of  earth  and  rails.  These  brigades 
did  not  again  enter  the  action  that  day,  which,  indeed,  closed  soon  after 
with  the  charge  of  Preston  and  Palmer.  They  had  suffered  severely  in 
an  attack  upon  superior  numbers,  very  strongly  posted  and  sustained  by 
numerous  and  powerful  batteries,  which  had  repulsed  all  preceding  as- 
saults. The  list  of  casualties  shows  the  courage  and  determination  of 
these  troops. 

General  Adams  having  received  a  wound  while  gallantly  leading  his 
brigade,  the  command  devolved  upon  Col.  R.  L.  Gibson,  who  discharged 
its  duties  throughout  with  marked  courage  and  skill. 

Preston  and  Palmer  being  now  in  line,  Preston  on  the  right,  Lieuten- 
ant-General Polk  directed  me  to  advance  across  the  plain  until  I  encount- 
ered the  enemy.  The  right  of  my  line  rested  on  the  river  (and,  from 
the  course  of  the  stream,  would  in  advancing  rest  on  or  very  near  it),, 
while  the  left  touched  a  skirt  of  woods  from  which  the  enemy  had  been 


*  I  find  that  Colonel  Johnston  regarded  it  as  an  order,  bnfi,  as  I  n  oved  at  once,  it  ie 
Dot  material 
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driven  during  the  day.  At  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  plain  a  cedar- 
brake  extended  in  front  of  Palmer's  whole  line  and  two-thirds  of  Pres- 
ton's line,  the  remaining  space  to  the  river  being  comparatively  open, 
with  commanding  swells,  and  through  this  ran  the  railroad  and  turnpike 
nearly  side  by  side.  It  was  supposed  that  the  enemy's  line  was  parallel 
to  ours,  but  the  result  showed  that,  in  advancing,  our  right  and  his  left 
at  the  point  of  contact  would  form  an  acute  angle.  These  two  brigades, 
passing  over  the  troops  lying  behind  the  rails,  moved  across  the  plain 
in  very  fine  order  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery.  We  bad  ad- 
vanced but  a  short  distance  when  Colonel  [T.]  O'Hara  (my  acting  ad- 
jutant-general) called  my  attention  to  a  new  battery  in  the  act  of  taking 
position  in  front  of  our  right,  between  the  turnpike  and  the  river.  I 
immediately  sent  him  back  to  find  some  artillery  to  engage  the  enemy's 
battery.  He  found  and  placed  in  position  the  Washington  Artillery. 
About  the  same  time  Capt.  E.  P.  Byrne  reported  his  battery  to  me,  and 
received  an  order  to  take  the  best  position  he  could  find  and  engage  the 
enemy.  He  succeeded  in  opening  on  them  after  our  line  had  passed 
forward. 

A  number  of  officers  and  men  were  killed  along  the  whole  line,  but  in 
this  charge  the  chief  loss  fell  upon  Preston's  right  and  center.  His  cas- 
ualties amounted  to  155. 

The  Twentieth  Tennessee,  after  driving  the  enemy  on  the  right  of  the 
turnpike,  and  taking  25  prisoners,  was  compelled  to  fall  back  before  a 
very  heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire.  Colonel  Smith,  commanding, 
being  severely  wounded,  but  it  kept  the  prisoners  and  soon  rejoined  the 
command.  The  Fourth  Florida  and  Sixtieth  North  Carolina  encount- 
ered serious  difficulty  at  a  burnt  house  (Cowan's)  on  the  left  of  the  turn- 
pike from  fences  and  other  obstacles,  and  were,  for  a  little  while,  thrown 
into  some  confusion.  Here  for  several  minutes  they  were  exposed  to 
a  destructive  and  partially  enfilading  fire  at  short  range  of  artillery 
and  infantry ;  but  they  were  soon  rallied  by  their  gallant  brigade  com- 
mander, and,  rushing  with  cheers  across  the  intervening  space,  entered 
the  cedar  glade.  The  enemy  had  retired  from  the  cedars,  and  was  in 
position  in  a  field  to  the  front  and  right.  By  changing  the  front  of  the 
command  slightly  forward  to  the  right,  my  line  was  brought  parallel  to 
that  of  the  enemy,  and  was  formed  near  the  edge  of  the  cedars. 

Aboutthis  time,  meeting  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  we  went  together 
to  the  edge  of  the  field  to  examine  the  position  of  the  enemy,  and  found 
him  strongly  posted  in  two  lines  of  battle,  supported  by  numerous  bat- 
teries. One  of  his  lines  had  the  protection  of  the  railroad  cut,  forming 
an  excellent  breastwork.  We  had  no  artillery,  the  nature  of  the  ground 
forbidding  its  use.  It  was  deemed  reckless  to  attack  with  the  force 
present. 

Night  was  now  approaching.  Presently  the  remainder  of  Lieutenant- 
Oeneral  Hardee's  corps  came  up  on  the  left,  and,  with  McCown's  com- 
mand and  a  part  of  Cheatham's,  prolonged  the  line  of  battle  in  that 
direction.  Adams'  brigade  also  appeared  and  formed  on  the  right  of 
Preston.     The  troops  bivouacked  in  position. 

The  commanding  general,  expecting  an  attack  upon  his  right  the  next 
morning,  ordered  me  during  the  night  to  recross  the  river  with  Pnlmer's 
brigade.  Before  daylight  Thursday  morning.  Palmer  was  in  position  on 
the  right  of  Hanson.  No  general  engagement  occurred  on  this  day,  the 
troops  generally  being  employed  in  replenishing  the  ammunition,  cook- 
ing rations,  and  obtaining  some  repose. 

On  Friday,  January  2,  being  desirous  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  was 
establishing  himself  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
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[S'olm  A.]  Buckner  and  Major  Graves,  with  Captain  [Edward  P.]  Byrne's 
battery,  and  a  portion  of  the  Washington  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant 
[W.]  0.  B.  Yaught,  went  forward  to  our  line  of  skirmishers  toward  the 
right  and  engaged  those  of  the  enemy,  who  had  advanced,  perhaps,  1,000 
yards  from  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  They  soon  revealed  a  strong  line 
of  skirmishers,  which  was  driven  back  a  considerable  distance  by  our 
sharpshooters  and  artillery,  the  latter  firing  several  houses  in  the  fields 
ill  which  the  enemy  had  taken  shelter.  At  the  same  time,  accompanied 
by  Major  [W.  D.]  Pickett,  of  Lieutenant- General  Hardee's  staff,  and  by 
Maj.  James  Wilson,  Colonel  [T.]  O'Hara,  and  Lieutenant  [J.  Cabell] 
Breckinridge,  of  my  own,  I  proceeded  toward  the  left  of  our  line  of  skir- 
mishers, which  passed  through  a  thick  wood  about  500  yards  in  front  of 
Hau son's  position  and  extended  to  the  river.  Directing  Captain  [Chris.] 
Bosche,  of  the  Ninth,  and  Captain  [Thomas]  Steele,  [jr.,]  of  the  Fourth 
Kentucky,  to  drive  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  we  were  enabled  tu 
see  that  he  was  occupying  with  infantry  and  artillery  the  crest  of  a  gen- 
tle slope  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river.  The  course  of  the  crest  formed 
a  little  less  than  a  right  angle  with  Hanson's  line,  from  which  the  cen- 
ter of  the  position  I  was  afterward  ordered  to  attack  was  distant  about 
1.600  yards.  It  extended  along  ground  part  open  and  part  woodland. 
While  we  were  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  force  of  the  enemy  and  the 
relation  of  the  ground  on  the  east  bank  to  that  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
river,  I  received  an  order  from  the  commanding  general  to  report  to  him 
in  person.  I  found  him  on  the  west  bank,  near  the  ford  below  the  bridge, 
and  received  from  him  an  order  to  form  my  division  in  two  lines  and 
take  the  crest  I  have  just  described  with  the  infantry.  After  doing  this 
I  was  to  bring  up  the  artillery  and  establish  it  on  the  crest,  so  as  a^ 
once  to  hold  it  and  enfilade  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  Pegram  and  Wharton,  who,  with  some  cavalry  and  a  battery, 
were  beyond  the  point  where  my  right  would  rest  when  the  new  line  of 
battle  should  be  formed,  were  directed,  as  the  general  informed  me,  to 
protect  my  right  and  co-operate  in  the  attack.  Captain  Robertson  was 
directed  to  report  to  me  with  his  own  and  Semple's  batteries  of  Napo- 
leon guns.  Captain  Wright,  who  with  his  battery  had  been  detached 
some  days  before,  was  ordered  to  join  his  brigade  (Preston's).  The  bri- 
gades of  Adams  and  Preston,  which  were  left  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  Wednesday  night,  had  been  ordered  to  rejoin  me.  At  the  moment 
of  my  advance,  our  artillery  in  the  center  and  on  the  left  was  to  open 
on  the  enemy.  One  gun  from  our  center  was  the  signal  for  the  attack. 
The  commanding  general  desired  that  the  movement  should  be  made 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

It  was  now  2.30  p.  m.  Two  of  the  brigades  had  to  march  about  2 
miles,  the  other  two  about  1  mile.  Brigadier-General  Pillow,  having 
reported  for  duty,  was  assigned  by  the  commanding  general  to  Palmer's 
brigade,  and  that  tine  ofttcer  resumed  command  of  his  regiment,  and  was 
three  times  wounded  in  the  ensuing  engagement.  The  Ninth  Kentucky 
and  Cobb's  battery,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Hunt,  were  left  to 
hold  the  hill  so  often  referred  to.  The  division,  after  deducting  the 
losses  of  Wednesday,  the  troops  left  on  the  hUl,  and  companies  on  special 
service,  consisted  of  some  4,500  men.  It  was  drawn  up  in  two  lines — 
the  first  in  a  narrow  skirt  of  woods,  the  second  200  yards  in  rear.  Pil- 
low and  Hanson  formed  the  first  line,  Pillow  on  the  right.  Preston  sup- 
X)orted  Pillow,  and  Adams'  brigade  (commanded  by  Colonel  Gibson) 
supported  Hanson.  The  artillery  was  placed  in  rear  of  the  second  line, 
under  orders  to  move  with  it  and  occupy  the  summit  of  the  slope  as 
soon  as  the  infantry  should  rout  the  enemy.    Feeling  anxious  about 
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my  right,  I  sent  two  staff  officers  in  succession  to  communicate  witli 
Pegrara  and  Wharton,  but  received  no  intelligence  up  to  the  moment  of 
assault.  The  interval  between  my  left  and  the  troops  on  the  hill  was 
already  too  great,  but  I  had  a  battery  to  watch  it  and  a  small  infantry 
sui)port.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  observing  nearly 
all  of  our  movements  and  preparations.  To  reach  him  it  was  necessary 
to  cross  an  open  space  GOO  or  700  yards  in  width,  with  a  gentle  ascent. 
The  river  was  several  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  hispositiou,  but  departed 
from  it  considerably  as  it  flowed  toward  his  left. 

I  had  informed  the  commanding  general  that  we  would  be  ready  to 
advance  at  4  o'clock,  and  precisely  at  that  hour  the  signal  gun  was  heard 
from  our  center.  Instantly  the  troops  moved  forward  at  a  quick  step  and 
in  admirable  order.  The  front  line  had  bayonets  fixed,  with  orders  to 
deliver  one  volley,  and  then  use  the  bayonet.  The  fire  of  the  enemy's 
artillery  on  both  sides  of  the  river  commenced  as  soon  as  the  troops  en- 
tered the  open  ground.  When  less  than  half  the  distance  across  the  field 
the  quick  eye  of  Colonel  O'Hara  discovered  a  force  extending  consider- 
ably beyond  our  right.  I  immediately  ordered  Major  Graves  to  move  a 
battery  to  our  right  and  open  on  them.  He  at  once  advanced  Wright's 
battery  and  effectually  checked  their  movements.  Before  our  line 
reached  the  enemy's  positiou  his  artillery  fire  had  become  heavy,  accu- 
rate- and  destructive.  Many  officers  and  men  fell  before  we  closed  with 
their  infantry,  yet  our  brave  fellows  rushed  forward  with  the  utmost 
determination,  and,  after  a  brief  but  bloody  conflict,  routed  both  the  op- 
posing  lines,  took  400  prisoners  and  several  flags,  and  drove  their  artil- 
lery and  the  great  body  of  their  infantry  across  the  river.  Many  were 
killed  at  the  water's  edge.  Their  artillery  took  time  by  the  forelock  in 
crossing  the  stream.  A  few  of  our  men  in  their  ardor  actually  crossed 
over  before  they  could  be  prevented,  most  of  whom  subsequently,  mov- 
ing up  under  the  west  bank,  recrossed  at  a  ford  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
above.  The  second  line  had  halted  when  the  first  engaged  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and  laid  down  under  orders;  but  very  soon  the  casualties  in 
the  first  line,  the  fact  that  the  artillery  on  the  opposite  bank  was  more 
fatal  to  the  second  line  than  the  first,  and  the  eagerness  of  the  troops, 
impelled  them  forward,  and  at  the  decisive  moment,  when  the  opposing 
infantry  was  routed,  the  two  lines  had  mingled  into  one,  the  only  prac- 
tical inconvenience  of  which  was  that  at  several  points  the  ranks  were 
deeper  than  is  allowed  by  a  proper  military  formation.  A  strong  force 
of  the  enemy  beyond  our  extreme  right  yet  remained  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river.  Presently  a  new  line  of  battle  appeared  on  the  west  bank 
directly  opposite  our  troops  and  opened  fire,  while  at  the  same  time  large 
masses  crossed  in  front  of  our  right  and  advanced  to  the  attack.  We 
were  compelled  to  fall  back.  As  soon  as  our  infantry  had  won  the  ridge, 
Major  Graves  advanced  the  artillery  of  the  division  and  opened  fire.  At 
the  same  time  Captain  Eobertson  threw  forward  Semple's  battery  toward 
our  right,  which  did  excellent  service.  He  did  not  advance  his  own  bat- 
tery (which  was  to  have  taken  position  on  the  left),  supposing  that  that 
part  of  the  field  had  not  been  cleared  of  the  enemy's  infantry.  Although 
mistaken  in  this,  since  the  enemy  had  been  driven  across  the  river,  yet 
T  regard  it  as  fortunate  that  the  battery  was  not  brought  forward.  It 
would  have  been  a  vain  contest.  It  now  appeared  that  the  ground  we 
had  won  was  commanded  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  within  easy  range, 
on  better  ground,  upon  the  other  side  of  the  river.  I  know  not  how 
many  guns  he  had.  He  had  enough  to  sweep  the  whole  position  from 
the  front,  the  left,  and  the  right,  and  to  render  it  wholly  untenable  by 
our  force  present  of  artillery  and  infantry.     The  infantry,  after  passing 
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the  crest  and  descending  the  slope  toward  the  river,  were  in  some  meas- 
ure protected,  and  suffered  less  at  this  period  of  the  action  than  the 
artillery. 

We  lost  three  guns,  nearly  all  the  horses  being  killed,  and  not  having 
the  time  or  men  to  draw  them  off  by  hand.  One  was  lost  because  there 
was  but  one  boy  left  (Private  Wright,  of  Wright's  battery)  to  limber  the 
piece,  and  his  strength  was  unequal  to  it. 

The  command  fell  back  in  some  disorder,  but  without  the  slightest 
appearance  of  panic,  and  reformed  behind  Robertson's  battery  in  the 
narrow  skirt  of  timber  from  which  we  emerged  to  the  assault.  The 
enemy  did  not  advance  beyond  the  position  in  which  he  received  our  at- 
tack. My  skirmishers  continued  to  occupy  a  part  of  the  field  over  which 
we  advanced  until  the  army  retired  from  Murfreesborough.  The  action 
lasted  about  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes.  As  our  lines  advanced  to  the 
attack,  several  rounds  of  artillery  were  heard  from  our  center,  apparently 
directed  against  the  enemy  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river. 

About  twilight  Brigadier-General  Anderson  reported  to  me  with  his 
brigade,  and  remained  in  position  with  me  until  the  army  retired.  1 
took  up  the  line  of  battle  for  the  night  a  little  in  rear  of  the  field  over 
which  we  advanced  to  the  assault,  and  Captain  Robertson,  at  my  request, 
disposed  the  artillery  in  the  positions  indicated  for  it. 

Many  of  the  reports  do  not  discriminate  between  the  losses  of  Wed- 
nesday and  Friday.  The  total  loss  in  my  division,  exclusive  of  Jack- 
son's command,  is  2,140,  of  which  I  think  1,700  occurred  on  Friday. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  on  this  day  was,  I  think,  greater  than  our  own, 
since  he  suffered  immense  slaughter  between  the  ridge  and  the  river. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my  admiration  for  the  courage  and  con- 
stancy of  the  troops,  exhibited  even  after  it  became  apparent  that  the 
main  object  could  not  be  accomplished.  Beyond  the  general  good  con- 
duct, a  number  of  enlisted  men  displayed  at  different  periods  of  the  action 
the  most  heroic  bravery.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  authority  be  given 
to  select  a  certain  number  of  the  most  distinguished  in  each  brigade,  to 
be  recommended  to  the  President  for  promotion. 

1  cannot  enumerate  all  the  brave  officers  who  fell,  nor  the  Hving;,  who 
nobly  did  their  duty ;  yet  1  may  be  permitted  to  lament,  in  common 
with  the  army,  the  premature  death  of  Brigadier-General  Hanson,  who 
received  a  mortal  wound  at  the  moment  the  enemy  began  to  give  way. 
Endeared  to  his  friends  by  his  private  virtues,  and  to  his  commaur*  by* 
the  vigilance  with  which  he  guarded  its  iiileieyt  and  honor,  ne  was,  by 
.the  universal  testimony  of  his  military  associates,  one  of  the  finest  offi- 
cers that  adorned  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States.  Upon  his  fall 
the  command  devolved  on  Colonel  [R.  P.]  Trabue,  who  in  another  organ- 
ization had  long  and  ably  commanded  most  of  the  regiments  corapo&iiig 
the  brigade. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  obligations  to  the  gentlemen  of 
my  staff.  This  is  no  formal  acknowledgment.  I  can  never  forget  that 
during  all  the  operations  they  were  ever  prompt  and  cheerful  by  night 
and  day  in  conveying  orders,  conducting  to  their  positions  regiments  and 
brigades,  rallying  troops  on  the  field,  and,  indeed,  in  the  discharge  of 
every  duty. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  name  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buckner,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  who  was  absent  on  leave,  but  returned  upon  tlae  first 
rumor  of  battle ;  Colonel  O'Hara,  acting  adjutant-general  j  Lieutenant 
[J.  Cabell]  Breckinridge,  aide-de-camp;  Major  Graves,  chief  of  artillery 
(twice  wounded  and  his  horse  shot  under  him) ;  Major  f  James]  Wilson, 
assistant  inspector-general  (horse  shot) ;    Captain   [Charles]  SempJe, 
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ordnance  officer 5  Lieutenant  Darragh  (severely  wounded).  Captains 
Martin  and  Coleman,  of  my  volunteer  staff,  were  active  and  efficient. 
The  former  had  his  horse  killed  under  him. 

Drs.  J.  F.  Heustis  and  [John  E.]  Pendleton  [Ninth  Kentucky  In- 
fantry], chief  surgeon  and  medical  inspector,  were  unremitting  in  atten- 
tion to  the  wounded.  Dr.  Stanhope  Breckinridge,  assistant  surgeon, 
accompanied  my  headquarters  and  pursued  his  duties  through  the  fire 
of  Wednesday.  Mr.  Buckner  and  Mr.  Zantzinger,  of  Kentucky,  at- 
tached themselves  to  me  for  the  occasion,  and  were  active  and  zealous. 

Capt.  E.  M.  Blackburn,  commanding  my  escort,  ever  cool  and  vigi 
lanr,  rendered  essential  service  and  made  several  bold  reconnaissances. 
Charles  Chotard,  of  the  escort,  acting  as  my  orderly  on  Wednesday, 
displayed  much  gallantry  and  intelligence. 

The  army  retired  before  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  January  4.     My 
division,  moving  on  the  Manchester  road,  was  the  rear  of  Hardee's  corps. 
The  Ninth  Kentucky,  Forty -first  Alabama,  and  Cobb's  battery,  all  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Hunt,  formed  a  special  rear  guard.    The  en 
emy  did  not  follow  us. 

My  acknowledgments  are  due  to  Col.  J.  Stoddard  Johnston,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Brent,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Garner,  of  General  Bragg's 
staff,  and  to  Major  Pickett,  of  Lieutenant  General  Hardee's  staff,  for 
services  on  Friday,  January  2. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major-  OeneraU  Commanding. 

Maj.  T.  B.  Roy, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


APPENDIX  BY  GENERAL  BRAXTON  BRAGG  TO  THE  REPORT  OF  MAJOR- 
GENERAL  BRECKINRIDGE. 

First.  A  note  dated  10.10  o'clock,  December  31,  saying,  ^'The  enemy 
are  undoubtedly  advancing  upon  me." 

Second.  A  note  dated  11.30  a.  m.,  December  31,  in  reply  to  what  he 
calls  in  his  rej^ort ''  a  suggestion  from  the  commanding  general,"  in  which 
he  says,  '^  I  am  obeying  your  order  ;^^  but  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
move  would  expose  him  ^'  to  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  advancing  from 
Black's"  (on  Lebanon  road). 

Third.  A  note  dated  12.50  o'clock,  January  1,  1863  (an  error  for  De- 
cember 31,  1862,  the  day  it  was  received),  correcting  previous  report  as 
follows :  *'  It  is  not  certain  the  enemy  is  advancing  upon  me  in  two  lines," 
&c.,  and  requesting  the  two  brigades  asked  as  re  enforcements  against 
an  imaginary  danger  be  held  where  he  could  get  them.  The  hour  of  this 
note  shows,  too,  an  advance  of  half  a  mile  (see  report)  in  one  hour  and 
twenty  minutes. 

Fourth.  A  note  dated  7  p.  m.,  December  31,  an  application  to  re-en- 
force Hanson  in  his  isolation. 

Fifth.  An  order  to  Brigadier-General  Pegram,  commanding  cavalry, 
indorsed  '^received,"  directing  the  cavalry  to  join  in  the  attack  to  be 
made  by  General  Breckinridge. 

It  is  stated  in  the  general's  report  that  he  was  informed  the  cavalry 
was  to  attack  with  himj  that  he  failed  to  communicate  with  it,  yet  re- 
ported he  would  be  ready  precisely  at  4  o'clock,  and  did  a  itack  at  that 
**om  with  nearly  a  third  of  his  force  absent. 
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The  tabular  statement  No.  7,*  February  8,  1863,  accompanying  my 
report  of  the  battle,  shows  the  force  of  this  division  on  Wednesday,  De- 
cember 31,  to  have  been  7,053.  The  loss  of  Wednesday,  the  31st,  was 
730,  not  440,  as  made  by  the  division  commander;  and  the  loss  on  Fri- 
day, the  2d,  was  1,338,  not  1,700.  The  loss  of  Wednesday,  440,  stated 
by  the  division  commander,  deducted  from  his  whole  strength,  leaves 
6,613.  Deducting  again  the  regiment  and  battery  he  was  ordered  to 
leave  out,  and  adding  the  two  batteries  of  Captain  Eobertson,  leaves 
him  still  over  6,000  infantry  and  artillery,  instead  of  4,500,  with  which 
he  says  he  made  the  attack;  and,  correcting  his  error  in  making  the 
loss  too  small  on  Wednesday  and  too  large  on  Friday,  he  still  has  un- 
derrated his  force  by  more  than  one-fourth. 

BRAXTON  BKAGG, 

General^  Commanding, 

[Inclosore  No.  1.] 

December  31,  1862 — 10.10  a.  m. 

General  BraGtG,  Commanding  Forces : 

The  enemy  are  undoubtedly  advancing  upon  me.  The  Lebanon  road 
is  unprotected,  and  I  have  no  troops  to  fill  out  my  line  to  it. 

JOHN  0.  BRECKINEIDGE. 


General  Brago: 


[Inclosnre  No.  2.] 

December  31, 1862-— 11.30  a,,  m. 


General  :  I  am  obeying  your  order,  but  my  left  is  now  engaged  with 
the  enemy,  and  if  I  advance  my  whole  line  farther  forward  and  still  re- 
tain communication  with  my  left,  it  will  take  me  clear  away  from  the 
Lebanon  road,  and  expose  my  right  and  that  road  to  a  heavy  force  of 
the  enemy  advancing  from  Black's. 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 

Major 'General, 

On  the  above  was  the  following  indorsement : 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.^  March  6, 1863. 

The  order  of  which  General  Breckinridge  acknowledges  the  receipt  in 
his  note  to  General  Bragg,  of  which  the  within  is  a  copy,  was  borne  and 
duly  delivered  by  me. 

J.  STODDARD  JOHNSTON, 
Colonel,  Aide  de-Camp  to  General  Commanding, 

[Xnoloaore  No.  3.] 

Headquarters  Breckinridge's  Diyision, 

In  the  Field,  January  1,  1863 — 12.50  o'clock. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General  : 

Colonel  :  It  is  not  certain  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  upon  mo 
in  two  lines.    General  Pegram  promised  to  report  the  true  condition  of 

*  See  Inclosure  C  to  Brtg^B  report,  p.  674. 
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things.    The  two  brigades  you  ordered  to  me  might  be  held  at  the  ford 
of  the  river,  subject  to  further  developments.     If  necessary,  I  could  get 
them  into  position  from  that  point  before  the  enemy  could  reach  me. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  0.  BREGKINKIDGE, 

Major-  General. 

[InclosTire  No.  4.] 

Headquarters  Breckinridge's  Division, 

In  the  Fields  Decemher  31,  \\SQ2] — 7  p.  m. 
General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding  Army  of  Tennessee  : 

General  :  When  I  crossed  the  river  this  evening  with  two  brigades, 
I  left  General  Hanson's  brigade  holding  the  hill  already  designated  on 
the  commanding  position  in  front  of  my  division.  I  have  the  honor  now 
to  report  that  Hanson's  brigade  is  still  in  the  same  position,  with  three 
batteries,  isolated  from  the  balance  of  the  army. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  BRECKINRIDGE. 

[Inclosnre  No.  5.] 

Headquarters  in  the  Field, 

[January]  2,  [1863] — 1  p.  m. 
Brigadier- General  Pegram  : 

General  :  The  general  is  about  moving  to  take  by  force  a  position 
between  Hower's  house  and  the  right  of  our  line,  on  the  [this]  side  of 
the  river.  General  Wharton  will  be  there.  You  will  arrange  and  dis- 
pose your  command  in  the  vicinity  of  Hower's,  so  as  to  co-operate  with 
this  movement. 

Respectfully, 

GEORGE  WM.  BRENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


[Indorsement.] 

Received. 


JOHN  PEGRAM, 

Brigadier-  General, 


[Addenda. 


Headquarters  Breckinridge's  Division, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  March  31,  1863. 
tJ.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond^  Va. : 

Sir  :  Two  days  ago  I  read  General  Braxton  Bragg's  official  report  of 
the  battles  of  Stone's  River,  before  Murfreesborough,  and,  after  a  proper 
time  for  reflection,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  send  you  this  communication. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  myself  the  fact  that  so  much  of  the  report  as 
refers  to  my  conduct  and  that  of  my  command  (except  some  general 
compliments  to  the  courage  of  a  portion  of  my  troops  on  Wednesday, 
31st  of  December)  is  in  tone  and  spirit  a  thorough  disparagement  of 
both.  This  tone  runs  through  all  its  parts,  and  lies  like  a  broad  founda- 
tion underneath  the  whole.  At  the  same  time  the  narrative  of  events 
is  made  to  sustain  the  general  spirit. 

While  the  report  of  the  commanding  general  fails,  as  1  think,  to  do 
justice  to  the  behavior  of  my  division  on  Friday,  the  2d  of  January,  yet 
its  strictures  are  chiefly  leveled  at  my  own  conduct  as  an  officer  during 
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all  the  operations.    By  direct  statement,  and  by  unmistakable  innuendo, 
it  is  throughout  a  reflection  upon  my  capacity  and  conduct. 

Without  referring  to  its  contents  in  detail,  I  have  to  say,  in  respectful 
terms,  that  neither  its  material  statements  nor  its  equally  material  in- 
nuendoes can  be  maintained  by  proof;  that  its  omission  of  important 
facts  creditable  to  my  division  and  myself  is  as  remarkable  as  many  of 
its  afiirmative  statements ;  in  a  word,  that  in  spirit  and  substance  it  is 
erroneous  and  unjust. 

I  trust  that  nothing  in  the  foregoing  expressions  passes  the  limit  of 
military  propriety,  aud  that  plainness  of  statement  will  be  pardoned  to 
one  who,  even  under  the  weight  of  superior  military  censure,  feels  that 
both  he  and  his  command  have  deserved  well  of  their  country.  Having 
met  the  commanding  general  repeatedly  on  the  field,  and  on  three  occa- 
sions in  council,  during  the  progress  of  the  operations,  without  receiv- 
ing from  him  the  least  indication  of  dissatisfaction  with  my  conduct,  I 
was  not  prepared  to  see  a  report,  bearing  a  subsequent  date,  containing 
representations  at  variance  with  these  significant  facts.  ]N"or  was  my 
surprise  lessened  when  I  observed  that  it  was  written  after  a  correspond- 
ence with  his  corps  and  division  commanders  (I  being  one  of  the  latter), 
in  which  he  invokes  their  aid  to  sustain  him,  and  speaks  of  them  as 
officers  "  upon  whom  I  [he]  have  ever  relied  as  upon  a  foundation  of 
rock." 

The  commanding  general,  having  written  and  forwarded  his  report 
T^efore  receiving  those  of  his  subordinate  commanders,  could  have  de- 
rived no  assistance  in  its  preparation  from  those  usual  official  aids  to 
the  commander-in-chief;  and  since  his  position  on  the  field  prevented 
him  from  seeing  many  of  the  movements,  especially  those  of  Friday, 
the  2d  of  January,  it  much  concerns  all  affected  by  his  statements  to 
know  something  of  those  other,  and  to  them  unknown,  sources  of  infor- 
mation to  which  he  has  given  the  sanction  of  his  influence  and  rank  as 
the  head  of  the  army. 

I  have  felt  that  it  would  be  improper  in  a  paper  of  this  character  to  enter 
upon  a  detailed  vindication ;  yet  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  casualties 
of  war  may  at  any  time  render  an  investigation  impossible,  I  hope  that 
it  has  not  been  improper  for  me  to  place  on  record  this  general  protest 
against  the  injurious  statements  and  inferences  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, particularly  since,  not  anticipating  his  censures,  I  may  not  have 
been  sufficiently  minute  in  portions  of  my  own  report. 

And  in  regard  to  the  action  of  Friday,  the  2d  of  January,  upon  which 
the  commanding  general  heaps  so  much  criticism,  I  have  to  say,  with 
the  utmost  confidence,  that  the  failure  of  my  troops  to  hold  the  position 
which  they  carried  on  that  occasion  was  due  to  no  fault  of  theirs  or  of 
mine,  but  to  the  fact  that  we  were  commanded  to  do  an  impossible 
thing.  My  force  was  about  4,500  men.  Of  these,  1,700  heroic  spirits 
stretched  upon  that  bloody  field,  in  an  unequal  struggle  against  three 
divisions,  a  brigade,  and  an  overwhelming  concentration  of  artillery, 
attested  our  efforts  to  obey  the  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  a  court  of  inquiry  be  appointed,  to 
assemble  at  the  earliest  time  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  service, 
and  clothed  with  the  amplest  powers  of  investigation.  Of  course,  I 
do  not  desire  the  interests  of  the  service  to  be  prejudiced  in  the  least 
degree  by  any  matter  of  secondary  importance ;  accordingly,  while  an 
early  investigation  would  be  grateful  to  my  feelings,  I  can  cheerfully 
await  the  time  deemed  best  by  the  i)roper  authority. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BEEGKmRIDGE, 
Major-General^  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 
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Headquarters  Breckinridge's  Division, 

Near  Roovefs  Gap,  Tenn.,  May  6,  1863. 
S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Kichmond,  Va, : 

Sir  :  Early  in  April  last,*  and  immediately  after  reading  General 
Bragg's  official  report  of  the  battles  before  Murfrees borough,  I  had  the 
honor  to  address  a  brief  letter  to  yon,  protesting  against  its  rej^resenta- 
tions  in  regurd  to  my  command  and  m^'self,  and  asking  for  a  court  of 
inquiry.  I  have  received  no  answer  to  that  letter,  and  it  may  be  that 
the  interests  of  the  service  will  prevent  the  early  assembling  of  a  court. 
In  the  mean  time  General  Bragg's  report  has  appeared  in  print,  and 
will  be  read  by  many  thousands  in  all  parts  of  the  Confederacy.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  have  to  request,  in  respectful,  but  earnest,  terms, 
that  my  letter,  asking  for  a  court,  may  be  published,  as  an  act  of  simple 
justice  to  myself  and  my  division. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BRECKINRIDGE, 
Major- General,  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States. 


Abstract  from  report  of  ordnance  and  (yrdnance  stores j  on  hand  and  required,  of  Major- G^en- 
eral  Breclcinridgt^s  division,  Hardee's  corps,  Army  of  Tennessee,  January  U,  18(53. 
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I  cannot  account  for  the  want  of  so  many  guns  otherwise  than  the  wanton  carelessness  of  the  troops 
in  li?aving  them  on  the  field  or  throwing  thera  away  whilst  on  the  retreat.  The  excuse  the  oflicers  give 
is  that  several  arms  were  put  in  wagons  and  lost  by  being  mif«placed.  I  have  also  to  report  the  absence 
of  two  regiments,  the  "Ninth  Kentncky,  at  Manchester,  and  the  Thirty-second  Tennessee,  at  Wartrace, 
the  wants  of  which  regiments  1  am  unable  to  report. 

Respectfully  submitted.  CHARLES  SEMPLE, 

Ordnance  Ojlcer. 

Captain  O'Hara,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral,  Breckinridge's  Division. 


Ko.  226. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Daniel   W.  Adams,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  First 

Brigade. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  January  12,  1863. 

Colonel  :  Owing  to  a  slight  wound  which  I  received  in  the  lett  arm, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  report  sooner  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in 
the  engagement  before  Murfreesborough  on  the  31st  ultimo. 

*  See  letter  of  March  31,  p.  790. 
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I  uow  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana  Kegiments,  consolidated  into  the 
Thirteenth,  under  command  of  Col.  R.  L.  Gibson ;  of  the  Sixteenth  and 
Twenty-fifth  Louisiana  Regiments,  consolidated  into  the  Sixteenth, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  S.  W.  Fisk ;  of  the  Thirty-second  Alabama 
Regiment,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Harry  [Henry]  Maury  j  of  two 
companies  of  Louisiana  sharpshooters,  under  command  of  Maj.  J.  E. 
Austin,  and  of  the  Fifth  Company,  Washington  Artillery,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  Yaught,  was  ordered  from  the  right  of  General  Breckin- 
ridge's division,  to  which  it  belonged,  to  cross  Stone's  River,  where  I 
was  directed  to  report  to  Lieuteuaut-General  Polk.  In  obedience  to  this 
order,  received  from  the  commanding  general,  I  crossed  the  river  at  the 
ford  above  the  ^N^ashville  pike,  and  finding  Lieu  tenant- General  Polk, 
reported  to  him  in  person,  and  received  from  him  an  order  to  take  a 
battery  of  the  enemy,  which  was  some  700  or  800  yards  in  advance  of 
the  ford  where  I  had  crossed  the  river,  and  on  an  eminence  between  the 
Nashville  pike  and  the  river.  I  immediately  formed  the  infantry  of  my 
brigade  in  line  of  battle  in  the  open  plain  near  the  river,  and  advanced 
until  reaching  a  place  known  as  Cowan's  house,  on  the  pike,  where  I 
found  the  burnt  ruins  of  a  large  brick  house,  a  close  picket  fence,  and  a 
deep  cut  in  the  railroad,  which  ran  parallel  with  the  pike,  and  the  rough 
and  broken  ground  on  the  river  bank,  presented  such  serious  obstacles 
as  prevented  my  continuing  to  advance  in  line  of  battle.  I  therefore 
moved  the  First  (or  Colonel  Gibson's)  Battalion  by  the  right  flank 
through  a  gateway  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  and  formed  it  in  line  of 
battle,  with  its  right  resting  on  the  river.  I  then  moved  the  Second  (or 
Colonel  Fisk's)  Battalion  in  column  of  companies  up  the  pike  until  clear 
of  the  obstacles,  where  I  had  it  formed  in  line  of  battle,  with  its  right 
resting  on  the  railroad.  The  Thirty-second  Alabama,  having  moved  by 
the  left  flank  so  as  to  avoid  the  burnt  buildings,  was  again  formed  in 
line  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Fisk's  battalion.  Line  being  again  formed, 
I  gave  the  command  to  charge  the  battery,  which  was  promptly  exe- 
cuted. 

As  the  men  approached  che  brow  of  the  hill,  they  came  fully  in  view 
and  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  were  checked  by  a  terrible  fire  from 
his  artillery,  posted  on  the  second  elevation,  about  150  or  200  yards  dis- 
tant. At  my  repeated  command,  however,  they  continued  to  advance 
until  the  enemy  opened  with  a  battery  from  a  cedar  thicket  on  my  left, 
and  what  appeared  to  be  a  brigade  of  infantry,  and  at  the  same  time 
they  commenced  moving  down  the  river  in  force,  apparently  to  get  in 
rear  of  my  command.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  continued  the  fight 
for  a  period  of  about  one  hour,  in  which  my  men  fought  most  gallantly 
and  nobly.  Finding  that  I  was  overpowered  in  numbers,  with  a  force 
of  infantry  on  my  front,  on  my  right,  and  on  my  left,  supporting  a  bat- 
tery of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  guns,  strongly  posted  in  the  cedar  thicket 
on  the  second  eminence  on  my  front,  and  that  my  men  were  being  rap- 
idly killed  and  wounded,  and  the  effort  to  turn  my  right  likely  to  prove 
successful,  I  had  reluctantly  to  give  the  command  to  fall  back.  Owing 
to  the  obstacles  before  mentioned,  some  confusion  and  disorder  was  cre- 
ated in  falling  back,  which  caused  some  delay  in  reforming  the  brigade, 
much  to  my  regret.  The  conduct,  however,  of  the  officers  and  men  in 
making  the  charge  and  holding  the  position  as  long  as  they  did  deserves 
the  highest  praise.  No  greater  courage  or  determination  could  have 
been  displayed. 

At  one  time  during  the  engagement  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  line  in 
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my  front  faltered  and  gave  way  under  the  well  directed  fire  and  con 
tinned  advance  of  my  brigade,  and  I  had  strong  hopes  of  success,  and 
pressed  the  command  forward,  but  the  enemy  was  promptly  re-enforced  j 
and,  finding  it  wholly  impracticable  to  take  this  battery,  supported,  as 
it  was,  on  the  right  and  left  by  heavy  forces  of  infantry  and  having  in 
its  rear  apparently  the  whole  Federal  Army  from  which  to  draw  re- 
enforcements,  I  was  convinced  it  was  more  than  any  brigade  could 
accomplish,  and  full  work  for  a  division,  well  directed. 

My  loss  in  this  engagement  and  that  of  Friday  succeeding  was,  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  (officers  and  men),  728.  The  exact  proportion  of 
killed  and  wounded  I  could  not  ascertain. 

In  this  engagement  of  Wednesday  and  the  succeeding  one  of  Friday, 
the  Fifth  Company  of  Washington  Artillery,  Lieutenant  Yaught  com- 
manding, was  detached,  but  did  important  and  essential  service. 

Among  the  killed  I  have  to  report  and  to  regret  the  death  of  Col.  S 
W.  Fisk,  who  fell  gallantly  leading  his  battalion  in  the  charge.  He  was 
a  worthy,  brave,  and  gallant  officer.  Lieut.  Col.  H.  Maury  was  wounded 
in  the  side  by  a  minie  ball  while  leading  his  men,  with  his  colors  in  his 
hand,  and  deserves  praise  for  his  gallant  conduct.  Colonel  Gibson, 
Major  [Charles]  Guillet,  and  Major  [F.  C]  Zacharie  all  displayed  com- 
mendable coolness  and  gallantry.  Lieutenant  [John  L.]  Chandler,  ad- 
jutant of  the  Thirty-second  Alabama,  also  deserves  great  praise  for  his 
courage  and  coolness  under  the  trying  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
placed.  Capt.  Emile  P.  Guillet,  my  adjutant,  continued  with  me  and 
was  of  very  great  service,  displaying  undaunted  courage,  and,  notwith- 
standing he  received  a  severe  wound  in  his  left  arm,  continued  on  the 
field  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

So  far  as  my  observation  extended,  all  company  officers  remained 
firmly  at  their  posts,  and  conducted  themselves  with  courage,  gallantry, 
and  coolness. 

From  the  effects  of  a  wound,  received  from  a  piece  of  shell,  in  my  left 
arm,  I  found  myself  unable  to  take  the  field  on  the  following  day,  and 
my  brigade  was,  therefore,  placed  under  command  of  Col.  R.  L.  Gibson, 
he  being  senior  officer,  who  has,  doubtless,  already  made  his  report  of 
the  engagement  of  Friday,  the  2d  instant. 
Very  respectfully, 

DANL.  W.  ADAMS, 
Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  Adams'  Brig.,  BrecMnridge^s  Div,, 

Hardens  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Colonel  [T.]  O^Hara, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Indorsement.] 

Colonel  :  Brig.  Gen.  D.  W.  Adams,  being  absent,  requests  me  by 
letter  to  state  that  his  report  was  written  before  he  had  received  the 
reports  of  his  subordinate  commanders,  and  that  he  desired  especially 
to  make  special  mention  of  Capt.  M.  O.  Tracy,  acting  major ;  Lieut.  H. 
H.  Bein,  adjutant,  and  Capt.  T.  M.  Ryan,  of  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana 
Volunteers,  and  Captain  [Thomas  W.]  Peyton,  of  the  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters, who  was  severely  wounded,  for  gallant  conduct. 

RANDALL  LEE  GIBSON, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Adams'  Brigade. 


Chap.  XXXIL]  THE  STONE's  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  795 

No.  227. 

Reports  of  Col.  Randall  L.  Gibson,  Thirteenth  Louisiana  Infantry,  com- 
manding Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Regiments  and  Adams''  brigade. 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana  Regiments  in  the  action  of 
31st: 

We  were  posted  on  the  right  of  Adams'  brigade,  the  right  of  the  regi- 
ment resting  near  the  river,  aijd  the  two  left  companies  overlapping  the 
rail  track.    We  advanced  in  line  of  battle  until  we  reached  the  houses 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  point  at  which  the  ground  swelled  into  a  con- 
siderable hill,  stretching  toward  the  line  of  the  enemy,  and  where  the 
river  turned  off  quite  abruptly  to  the  right.    We  here  halted,  in  order 
that  disposition  might  be  made  to  pass  the  obstacles  in  front  of  us.    The 
regiments  next  to  the  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  (the  Sixteenth  and 
Twenty  fifth)  having  been  thrown  into  column,  we  then  advanced  up 
the  ascent,  leaving  quite  an  unoccupied  space  between  the  right  and 
the  river.    Ascending  the  elevated  position,  I  discovered  the  enemy 
moving  troops  rapidly  up  the  river,  on  our  right,  and  placing  them  also 
in  ambush  in  the  corn-field  on  our  front.    Riding  to  the  rail  track,  I  saw, 
not  more  than  50  yards  distant,  a  line  of  battle  of  the  enemy,  using  the 
embankment  as  a  breastwork  and  to  conceal  them  from  our  troops  on 
the  low  ground  to  our  left.    The  line  of  battle  on  the  rail  track,  as  the 
line  of  battle  along  the  river  bank,  wa^,  at  right  angles  to  our  advancing 
line,  and  the  enemy  reserved  his  fire  until  the  command  was  flanked.    So 
soon  as  I  discovered  the  disposition  of  the  enemy,  I  rode  across  the  rail- 
road and  informed  General  Adams.    It  was,  however,  too  late  to  accom- 
plish a  timely  change  in  our  position.    Moreover,  from  the  moment  of 
our  advance,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  his  artillery  had  kept  a  constant 
fire  upon  us,  while  the  fire  of  his  infantry  was  reserved,  rendering  it 
more  difficult,  in  addition  to  the  broken  nature  of  the  ground,  to  make 
new  dispositions.    The  first  fire  we  received  was  from  the  river  bank, 
and  directed  upon  the  infirmary  corps  of  the  regiment,  posted  consider- 
ably in  our  rear.    I  immediately  moved  the  regiment  double-quick  by 
the  right  flank  toward  the  river,  but,  finding  a  front  as  well  as  a  flank- 
ing fire  open  upon  us,  I  commanded  a  halt,  and  determined  to  contest 
the  field.    The  right  of  the  regiment  stood  firm  for  a  few  minutes,  but 
under  the  combined  fires  gave  way.    The  men  naturally  faced  the  direc 
tion  in  which  the  severest  fire  came,  and  this  caused  some  confusion. 
We  were  enabled  to  hold  the  left  in  its  position,  the  fence  in  its  front 
affording  some  protection.    I  felt  the  necessity  of  holding  our  position 
until  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  already  falling  back,  should  pass  the 
point  at  which  the  enemy  was  pressing  us  on  the  right.     Should  this 
be  prematurely  lost,  there  had  been  a  very  much  larger  force  than  the 
rest  of  the  brigade,  with  every  advantage  of  position,  covering  its  entire 
front  and  enveloping  its  right  flank.     I  called  upon  Major  [J.  E.]  Austin 
to  form  on  my  line  and  assist  in  its  defense.     In  a  few  moments  he 
disposed  his  battalion  of  sharpshooters  as  I  suggested.    We  were  suc- 
cessful in  holding  the  high  ground  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  until  the 
left  portion  of  the  brigade,  driven  back  by  a  storm  of  artillery  and  in- 
fantry fire  on  its  front  and  flank,  had  reached  a  point  beyond  our  line. 
Tlie  ground  was  much  broken.     A  continuous  line  of  battle  could  not 
be  formed  on  the  hill,  and  this  was  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  there 
was  some  apparent  irregularity  in  falling  back. 
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I  sU  3uld  do  injustice  to  the  oflBcers  and  men  of  the  Thirteenth  and 
Twentieth  Louisiana  Eegiments  did  I  not  state  that  they  displayed  the 
Dest  qualities  as  soldiers.  It  is  difficult  for  troops  to  stand  firm  agtiinst 
great  odds,  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  front  and  on  the  flank.  This 
was  not  only  done  for  some  minutes,  but  at  the  outset,  and  until  the 
full  force  of  the  enemy  was  developed  on  our  right  flank,  we  drove  back 
his  line  on  our  front,  charging  beyond  the  fence  in  the  corn-field  and 
rescuing  the  colors  of  some  Confederate  regiment  which  had  previously 
engaged  the  enemy  in  this  position,  and  whose  dead  marked  plainly  its 
line  of  battle.  I  send  the  colors,  that  you  may  return  them  to  the  gal- 
lant regiment  whose  brave  dead  spoke  its  eulogy. 

Maj.  Charles  Guillet,  commanding  the  right,  contributed  very  much  to 
steady  this  exposed  flank  of  the  command,  acting  as  lieutenant-colonel. 

I  am  chiefly  indebted  to  Capt.  M.O.  Tracy,  acting  major,  and  in  charge 
of  the  left  wing,  for  the  steadiness  with  which  it  moved  forward,  and  for 
its  handsome  behavior  on  retiring.  This  officer  has  been  mentioned  in 
every  report  of  various  battles  in  which  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana  Regi- 
ment has  been  engaged — Shiloh,  Farmington,  Perry ville ;  and  having 
lost  his  leg  in  this  action,  I  would  especially  commend  him  to  the  favor- 
able consideration  of  our  superior  officers. 

To  Captains  King,  Bishop,  and  Ryan  the  praise  of  having  borne  them- 
selves with  great  efficiency  and  marked  courage  is  especially  due. 

Adjt.  Hugh  H.  Bein  acted  with  becoming  coolness  and  efficiency,  and 
to  the  color-bearer,  Sergt.  Roger  Tammure,  and  Sergt.  Maj.  John  Far- 
rell  great  credit  is  due  for  the  disregard  of  personal  danger  and  soldierly 
conduct. 

We  moved  to  the  rear  of  our  artillery,  and  were  no  longer  on  that  day 
under  the  infantry  fire  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenants  [Charles  J.]  Hepburn 
and  [R.  O.]  Smith  were  killed  in  this  action.  They  were  brave  and  de- 
voted young  soldiers. 

A  reference  to  the  list*  of  casualties  will  show  the  heavy  loss  sustained 
in  this  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

RANDALL  LEE  GIBSON, 

Colonelj  Commanding, 

Capt.  E.  P.  GuiLLET,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Adams'  Brigade,  BRECKiNRiDaE's  Division, 

Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma^  Tenn,^  January  18, 1863. 

Sir  :  On  Friday,  January  2,  while  in  command  of  Adams'  brigade — 
consisting  of  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana  Volunteers,  Maj.  Charles  Guillet 
commanding;  Sixteenth  Louisiana  Volunteers,  Maj.  Frank  [C]  Zacha- 
rie  commanding ;  Thirty -second  Alabama,  Col.  Alexander  McKinstry, 
and  a  battalion  of  sharpshooters,  Maj.  J.  E.  Austin — I  was  ordered  from 
the  left  to  report  to  Major-General  Breckinridge,  our  division  commander. 
Crossing  the  river,  I  was  placed  in  position  by  Colonel  O'Hara,  of  the 
general's  staff,  about  150  yards  in  the  rear  of  Brigadier- General  Han- 
son's brigade,  as  a  supporting  line.  We  advanced  as  soon  as  the  first 
line  moved  forward,  preserving  our  distance  until  the  first  line  became 
fully  engaged,  when  I  halted  the  brigade,  the  left  resting  upon  the  river. 
I  ordered  the  officers  and  men  to  lie  down,  and  to  cover  themselves  from 
the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  whose  fire 
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we  were  drawing.  I  then  went  forward  to  consult  with  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Hanson  as  to  the  particular  moment  when  the  second  line  should 
be  moved  up  to  his  support,  and  thus  to  avoid  confusion.  1  had  hardly 
reached  him  when  he  was  struck,  and,  I  observed,  too  seriously  wounded 
to  entertain  the  matter  I  desired  to  see  him  about.  The  first  line  was 
already  beginning  to  yield  and  some  of  the  men  falling  back,  when  I  at 
once  ordered  the  advance  of  the  second  line.  I  ordered  the  Thirteenth 
Louisiaua  Volunteers  to  oblique  to  the  right,  and  sent  Captain  [A.  A.] 
Lipscomb  to  order  Major  Zacharie,  commanding  Sixteenth  Louisiana 
Volunteers,  also  to  move  forward.  I  went  forward  with  the  right  regi- 
ment, moving  it  rapidly  into  the  woods,  and  we  soon  engaged  the  enemy 
under  very  heavy  aud  steady  fire.  I  presumed  that  the  left  regiment  was 
coming  up  under  cover  of  the  bank  of  the  river.  Our  battery  moved  up 
to  the  position  we  vacated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  in  the  open  field  near 
some  houses  that  had  been  destroyed  by  fire.  The  Thirteenth  Louisi- 
ana Volunteers,  Major  Guillet,  went  into  action  in  perfect  order  and 
succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  a  considerable  distance  into  the  woods. 
Perceiving  that  the  troops  on  our  right  were  falling  back,  and  that  our 
own  losses,  especially  in  officers,  were  very  heavy,  I  went  to  the  river 
and  found  that  the  Sixteenth  Louisiana  Volunteers  had  crossed  the  river, 
and  was  moving  up  the  stream.  It  then  became  evident  that  the  Thir- 
teenth Louisiana  Volunteers,  which  was  maintaining  its  position  with 
great  steadiness,  and  on  which  the  enemy  was  gradually  closing,  should 
be  retired.  Its  position  was  such  that  in  falling  back  we  had  to  leave 
nearly  all  of  the  wounded  in  the  woods.  In  several  instances  those  wlio 
were  bearing  the  wounded  off  were  shot  as  soon  as  they  entered  the 
cleared  field.  Fourteen  officers  out  of  the  twenty-eight  who  were  in  the 
action  were  wounded  just  here,  and  several  of  them  were  dangerously 
injured.  Some  companies  were  left  without  officers,  and  many  of  the 
men  put  down  as  missing  were  killed  or  wounded  in  this  position. 

The  battalion  of  Louisiana  sharpshooters  and  the  Thirty-second  Ala- 
bama were  left,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Major-General  Breckin- 
ridge, as  a  reserve,  and  to  the  position  occupied  by  them  the  balance  of 
the  brigade  was  collected. 

Major  Zacharie's  position,  taken  under  a  mistake  of  orders,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  enabled  him  to  drive  in  the  skirmishers  of  the 
enemy  and  to  hold  him  in  check  at  this  particular  ford  in  front  of  our 
batteries  for  some  time. 

The  inclosed  report  *  of  the  casualties  will  show  with  what  devotion 
this  command  stood  by  its  colors  and  contested  the  field  with  the  enemy. 

I  would  make  especial  mention  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Maj.  Charles 
Guillet,  Captains  Lipscomb,  Eyan,  and  [J.  M.]  King,  of  the  Thirteenth 
Louisiana  Volunteers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

RAJN^DALL  LEE  GIBSOIf, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Adams^  Brigade. 

Ool.  T.  O'Haea,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

Headquarters  Adams'  Brigade, 
Breckinridge's  Division,  Hardee's  Corps, 

Near  Tullahoma,  Tenn,,  January  24,  1863. 
Sir:  On  Friday,  January  2,  while  in  command  of  Adams'  brigade,  1 
was  ordered  from  the  cedar  brake  on  the  left,  where  I  was  reporting  to 
Brigadier- General  Preston,  commanding  division  of  two  brigades,  to 
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report  to  Major-General  Breckinridge,  our  division  commander,  on  tlie 
right  of  Stone's  River.  I  was  placed  in  ijosition  by  yourself  about  150 
yards  in  tlie  rear  of  Brigadier- General  Hanson's  brigade  as  a  sui)port- 
ing  line  in  the  charge  to  be  made.  In  obedience  to  orders  from  General 
Breckinridge,  I  posted  a  reserve,  consisting  of  the  Thirty-second  Ala- 
bama, Colonel  McKinstry,  and  a  battalion  of  Louisiana  sharpshooters 
(Major  Austin),  under  the  command  of  Colonel  McKinstry,  in  the  posi- 
tion occupied  by  the  second  line  when  formed  originally.  These  dis- 
positions had  hardly  been  effected  when  the  general  advance  began, 
and  I  immediately  moved  forward  my  line,  consisting  of  the  Thirteenth 
Louisiana  (consolidated)  Regiment,  Major  Guillet,  and  the  Sixteenth 
Louisiana  (consolidated)  Regiment,  Major  Zacharie. 

The  interval  between  the  first  and  second  lines  was  very  well  pre- 
served until  the  first  became  generally  engaged  with  the  enemy,  when 
I  at  once  halted  the  second  line  and  ordered  the  officers  and  men  to  lie 
down,  so  as  to  cover  them  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  whose  fire  we 
were  drawing.  We  drove  in  his  skirmishers  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river.  I  then  rode  forward  to  the  first  line,  to  consult  with  General 
Hanson  as  to  the  particular  moment  when  the  second  line  should  come 
to  his  support.  I  had  scarcely  reached  him  when  he  was  struck,  and,  I 
observed,  so  seriously  wounded  as  to  disable  him  from  conferring  with 
me.  1  determined  not  to  engage  the  second  line  until  the  first  gave  way. 
General  Hanson  had  hardly  fallen, however,  wben  his  line  began  to  show 
symptoms  of  yielding,  and  after  a  few  moments  many  of  his  men  were 
falling  to  the  rear.  I  saw  that  they  needed  support,  and,  going  back 
to  the  second  line,  instantly  ordered  the  right  regiment  (Thirteenth 
Louisiana  Volunteers,  Major  Guillet)  to  move  by  the  right  flank,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  river,  toward  which  we  were  marching,  and  then  to 
advance  in  line  of  battle  toward  the  woods,  and,  having  my  horse  dis- 
abled by  a  wound  in  riding  back,  I  dispatched  Captain  Lipscomb  to 
give  the  same  order  to  Major  Zacharie,  commanding  Sixteenth  Louisiana 
Volunteers,  already  under  the  bank.  I  moved  rapidly  forward  the 
right  regiment,  and  soon  engaged  the  enemy  under  heavy  fire.  I  i)re- 
sumed  that  the  Sixteenth  was  moving  under  the  river  bank  on  our  left, 
as  had  been  the  ])ermanent  arrangement,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
special  order  sent  by  Captain  Lipscomb.  The  woods  were  full  of  troops, 
apparently  in  great  confusion.  Many  of  these  formed  on  our  line,  and  we 
advanced,  driving  the  enemy  before  us  beyond  a  ravine,  on  the  farther 
side  of  which  was  a  picket  fence.  This  ravine  was  filled  with  men 
broken  from  their  commands,  who  were  sheltered  from  the  enemy,  but 
such  was  their  confusion  that  they  could  accomplish  nothing  against 
him.  1  formed  the  fighting  line  on  the  near  side  of  the  ravine,  on  the 
lower  side  of  the  crest,  and,  by  a  well-directed  volley  poured  into  the 
advancing  line  of  the  enemy,  broke  and  dispersed  it.  When  this  first 
compact  line  gave  way,  there  was  a  momentary  lull,  a  suspension  of  fire, 
and  we  prepared  to  charge,  but,  as  if  in  the  twinkle  of  an  eye,  another 
line  of  the  enemy,  extending  far  beyond  our  right,  assumed  the  lost  posi- 
tion. This  was  dispersed.  Presently  a  number  of  skirmishers  appeared 
on  our  right,  and  we  were  fired  upon  from  the  left,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river.  The  men  in  the  ravine  broke  to  the  rear  under  these  fires, 
that  were  aimed  chiefly  at  them,  and  from  which  they  appeared  to  suffer. 
There  was  perpetual  skirmishing  from  the  moment  we  entered  the  woods. 
Again  another  line  came  on  our  front,  which  engaged  us.  I  observed 
that  our  own  right  had  given  way,  going  through  the  open  field  on  the 
right  of  us  to  the  rear.  I  moved  to  our  extreme  left  and  saw  the  enemy 
were  in  heavy  lines  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  already  beginning  to 
cross.    I  saw  at  once  that  we  would  be  enveloped  on  the  right  and  left. 
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1  ordered  my  command  to  fall  back.  It  was  a  matter  of  doubt  whether 
this  could  be  accomplished  successfully.  Scarcely  any  one  could  enter 
the  open  field  to  our  right  and  rear  without  being  shot  down  either  bj 
the  infantry  or  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy. 

I  should  observe  that  from  the  moment  we  approached  the  elevated 
ground  near  the  river,  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  posted  on  the  opposite 
side,  poured  into  our  ranks  without  intermission.  As  soon  as  he  was 
driven  from  the  high  ground  on  this  side,  his  batteries  played  upon  it. 
His  batteries  and  infantry  concentrated  on  every  spot  from  which  he 
was  driven.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  after  a  sharp  conflict  of  thirty 
minutes,  and  having  won  the  position,  we  M'^ere  forced  to  abandon  it; 
and  this  accounts,  too,  for  the  extraordinary  loss  we  sustained,  and  for 
the  fact  that  nearly  all  our  wounded  and  killed  were  left  on  the  field. 
Under  my  own  observation  several  parties  bearing  off  wounded  officers 
were  shot  down  as  soon  as  they  entered  the  open  fiekl.  Many,  therefore, 
of  those  put  down  as  missing  were  killed  or  wounded  in  tliis  affair. 
Out  of  28  officers  who  went  into  the  fight  14  were  wounded,  and  most 
of  them  severely,  and,  as  the  event  may  prove,  I  fear  mortally.  This 
was  in  the  Thirteenth  Louisiana  Volunteers,  Maj.  Charles  Guillet,  of 
whose  conduct  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too  high. 

The  regiment  behaved  throughout  like  y:eterans.  Captains  Eyan, 
Lipscomb,  Kiug,  Bishop,  and  [John]  McGrath,  and  Lieutenant  [D.  C] 
Levy  displayed  distinguished  steadiness  and  courage.  The  loss  of  this 
regiment  in  two  short  actions,  lasting  both  together  not  more  than  an 
hour,  was  19  officers  and  332  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  losing 
as  many  as  some  brigades. 

Major  Zacharie's  position,  taken  under  a  mistake  of  orders,  enabled 
him  to  drive  in  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  and  to  hold  him  in  check 
in  front  of  our  batteries  for  some  time.  After  entering  the  woods,  the 
fire  of  our  own  batteries,  together  with  that  of  the  enemy  just  oi)posite, 
and  the  immediate  development  of  infantry  in  heavy  force  along  the 
opposite  bank  below  him,  prevented  any  orders  of  mine  from  reaching 
him  or  his  joining  us.  He  moved  up  the  river,  recrossed,  and  joined 
the  reserve.  I  assembled  the  whole  command  on  this  line  and  held  our 
position  until  our  battery  was  secured,  and  we  moved,  in  obedience  to 
orders,  on  the  right  of  Brigadier-General  Preston's  brigade. 
Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

EA:NDALL  lee  GIBSON,  Colonel,  Commanding. 

Col.  T.  O'Hara,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


[Addenda.] 

Abstract  from  morning  report  of  Adams'  brigade,  Col.  B.  L.  Gibson  commanding,  January 

8,  1863. 
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Ko.  228. 
Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  Henry  Maury  ^  Thirty -second  Alabama  Infantry. 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  12, 1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
borne  by  the  Thirtj- -second  Alabama  Infantry,  under  my  command,  in 
this  brigade,  in  the  battle  of  Wednesday,  December  31,  1862,  before 
Murfreesborough : 

We  were  placed  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle,  the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade resting  near  Stone's  River,  and  advanced  in  line  under  severe  fire 
of  artillery  until  nearly  up  with  the  burnt  buildings,  known,  1  believe, 
as  Cowan's,  when  we  were  ordered  to  move  by  the  right  flank  some  300 
yards.  Immediately  afterward  I  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  toward 
the  enemy,  heaving  sufficient  space  on  my  right  for  the  deployment  of 
Colonel  Fisk's  regiment  (Sixteenth  Louisiana),  which  had  been  thrown 
into  column  of  companies.  In  this  order  we  advanced  beyond  the 
fences  surrounding  the  burnt  buildings  under  a  very  destructive  cross- 
fire of  artillery  and  small-arms,  and,  owing  to  a  picket  fence  on  my  left, 
there  was  not  quite  room  for  the  Sixteenth  Louisiana  to  deploy,  causing 
a  temporary  confusion,  which,  however,  was  speedily  remedied  by  Gen- 
eral Adams.  At  this  point  we  commenced  firing,  but  finding  that  it 
was  not  efficient  on  account  of  the  excellent  cover  of  the  enemy,  1  or- 
dered the  regiment  to  cease  firing  and  charge.  At  this  moment  we 
were  exposed  not  only  to  the  sweeping  fire  m  front,  but  to  a  withering 
fire  of  musketry  and  grape  from  the  cedar  brake  on  our  left,  not  more 
than  200  yards  distant,  and  also  a  severe  fire  from  the  right,  under 
which  my  men  fell  rapidly.  Before  we  had  advanced  far  I  received  a 
wound  which  disabled  me  for  the  time,  and  at  the  same  moment  we  re- 
ceived the  order  to  fall  back,  which,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  was  done  in 
good  order. 

After  having  had  my  wound  dressed,  I  gathered  what  was  left  of  the 
regiment,  which  had  suffered  very  severely  (as  will  be  seen  by  the  ac 
companying  report  of  casualties),  and  reported  them  to  General  Adams. 
We  were  not  again  under  fire  on  that  day. 

Adjt.  John  L.  Chandler  acted  with  conspicuous  gallantry,  and  ren- 
dered efficient  service  in  preserving  good  order  in  the  regiment. 

The  officers  and  men  all,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  did  their  duty,  and 
acted  satisfactorily  under  the  galling  fire  and  trying  circumstances  we 
encountered. 

Yery  respectfully, 

H.  MAURY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel.,  Comdg,  Thirty-second  Alabama  Regiment, 

[Capt'.]  E.  P.  GuiLLET,  Asst,  Adjt,  Gen,^  Adams^  Brigade, 


Ko.  229. 


Report  of  Maj.  F.   C.  Zacharie.,  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana  Infantry,  com- 
manding /Sixteenth  and  Twenty-fifth  Regiments. 

Near  Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  February  9,  1803. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  regiment  in  the  engagement  of  December  31,  1862,  before  Mur 
freesborough : 

The  regiment  occupied  the  center  of  the  line  of  battle  of  Adams'  bri 
gade,  formed  about  the  hour  of  1  p.  m.  that  day,  just  beyond  the  Nash- 
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ville  turnpike  ford.  The  order  being  given  to  advance,  the  regiment  did 
so,  with  the  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana  Volunteers  on  its  right 
and  the  Thirty -second  Alabama  Volunteers  on  the  left.  Before  reaching 
Cowan's  house.  General  Adams  ordered  the  regiment  to  be  thrown  into 
column  of  companies  on  the  Nashville  pike.  In  this  order  it  moved  for- 
ward nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  changing  direction  to  the  right,  passing 
through  a  cotton-field,  one  of  stubble,  and  a  third  of  light  undergrowth. 
Having  passed  through  this,  the  regiment  was  halted  and  the  column 
thrown  forward  into  line.  During  its  advance  to  this  point  the  com- 
mand was  exposed,  during  the  whole  march,  to  a  heavy  fire  from  an 
tught-gun  battery  of  the  enemy,  posted  on  the  spot  which  they  had  now 
reached,  two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  being  in  our  possession,  one  resting 
in  our  line  and  another  a  few  paces  in  advance.  As  we  neared  the  ene- 
my's position  we  were  met  by  a  storm  of  missiles  from  small-arms,  and, 
when  finally  halted,  I  noticed  that  some  of  our  men  were  being  wounded 
in  the  rear,  and  being  struck  on  the  back  myself  and  turning  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  fire,  I  discovered  that  the  regiment  of  the  enemy  was  in  our  rear 
while  we  were  being  engaged  in  the  front  and  on  the  left  by  a  large  body 
of  the  enemy.  These  facts  were  communicated  to  General  Adams,  the 
regiment  then  being  at  a  halt,  engaging  the  enemy  with  great  coolness. 

At  this  time  Colonel  Fisk  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  Lieutenants 
[H.]  Gregory  and  A.  Eanlett  were  instantly  killed.  Shortly  afterward, 
being  ordered  to  retire,  I  attempted  to  withdraw  my  right,  which  was 
most  exposed,  by  a  flank  movement.  The  order  was  misuiiderstood  on 
the  left,  and  the  three  left  companies  marched  to  the  left.  The  line  was 
thrown  into  confusion  by  this,  and  retired  in  disorder;  the  three  center 
companies,  remaining  in  good  order,  escorted  the  colors  from  the  field  in 
a  very  orderly  and  creditable  manner.  I  attempted  to  rally  the  regiment 
several  times,  but,  being  unhorsed  during  the  engagement,  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  do  so  until  we  had  retreated  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Lieut. 
T.  L.  McLean  was  mortally  wounded  on  the  retreat,  and  Lieutenants 
[J.  M.]  Clayton,  Louis  Stagg,  and  [W.  L.]  Sibley  seriously  wounded. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  bearing  of  both  officers  and 
men  during  the  engagement,  exposed  to  a  fire  which  had  placed  in  one- 
half  hour  217  hors  de  combat  out  of  457  that  we  carried  into  the  engage- 
ment. Lieut.  G.  McD.  Brumby,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  deserves 
especial  mention  for  the  brave  and  energetic  discharge  of  his  duty.  He 
kept  with  the  regiment  during  the  whole  engagement,  and  administered 
to  the  wants  of  the  wounded  on  the  field  under  a  hot  fire.  Thanks  to 
his  activity  and  energy,  all  the  wounded  were  safely  housed  in  hospital 
and  under  treatment  on  the  evening  of  the  engagement. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  C.  ZACHARIE, 
Major  J  Comdg,  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-fifth  Louisiana  Volunteers, 

Captain  [E.  P.]  Guillet, 

Asst  Adjt  Gen.y  Adams'  Brigade^  Breckinridge s  Division. 


No.  230. 


Report  of  Mc^.  J,  E,  Austin^  Fourteenth  Louisiana  Battalion  (Sharp- 
shooters). 

January  11, 1863. 

Captain  :  Having  deployed  my  command  in  front  of  General  Breck- 
inridge's division,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I 
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was  awaiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  December 
31,  1862,  when  I  received  an  order  from  division  headquarters  directing 
me  to  join  my  brigade.  I  immediately  assembled  my  command  and 
marched  it  rapidly  to  the  place  occupied  by  the  brigade  a  short  time 
before,  but  found  that  it  had  gone  across  the  river  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  a  strong  position  that  the  enemy  had  taken  up  near  the  rail- 
road and  river  bank.  I  accelerated  my  movements  as  much  as  possible, 
and  came  up  with  the  brigade  as  it  was  marching  upon  the  enemy's 
position  in  line  of  battle,  and  reported  to  General  Adams,  commanding, 
in  person,  and  asked  him  where  I  should  take  position.  The  general 
informed  me  that  he  had  already  made  his  dispositions  for  the  attack, 
and  ordered  me  to  take  position  about  100  yards  in  rear  of  the  brigade, 
as  a  reserve.  I  formed  my  command  as  directed,  and  followed  the  bri 
gade  as  it  advanced  up  the  hill,  upon  which  the  enemy  had  planted  his 
artillery  and  disposed  infantry.  Here  a  furious  fight  ensued,  which 
lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  when  the  brigade  was  forced  to  fall  back 
before  the  terrible  flank  and  front  fires  of  the  enemy.  Learning  from 
Colonel  Gibson,  commanding  Thirteenth  and  Twentieth  Louisiana  Reg- 
iments, the  flank  movement  of  the  enemy,  I  changed  front  forward  and 
formed  along  a  fence  running  near  and  parallel  to  the  railroad.  I  found 
the  enemy  directly  in  my  front,  and  opened  fire  upon  him  with  a  stag- 
gering effect.  His  attention  had  been  drawn  just  previous  to  this  to 
the  brigade,  which  was  falling  back,  and  the  rapidity  of  my  movement 
caused  a  confusion  in  his  ranks,  which,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  was  for- 
tunate for  the  brigade,  for  his  fire  was  directed  upon  me  until  the  bri- 
gade had  retreated  some  distance  (almost  out  of  range),  when  I  with- 
drew with  but  little  confusion  from  a  contest  so  unequal,  and  fell  back 
upon  our  artillery,  which  had  been  brought  up  as  a  support. 

On  January  2, 1  was  deployed  in  front  of  a  portion  of  General  Stew- 
art^s  line  (I  think  his  right),  and  my  command  did  some  excellent  serv- 
ice in  driving  from  the  field  in  front  of  the  cedar  thicket  ^  body  of  the 
enemy's  skirmishers. 

Late  on  January  2, 1  was  ordered  with  my  command  to  join  the  bri- 
gade, which  I  did,  and  was  placed  as  a  reserve  in  the  celebrated  charge 
of  Friday  evening,  January  2,  in  which  the  (Breckinridge's)  division 
participated.  My  command,  together  with  the  Thirty-second  Alabama 
Eegiment,  constituted  the  reserves,  and  were  not  ordered  forward,  but 
when  the  shattered  battalions  fell  back  they  formed  upon  us. 

My  officers,  without  an  exception,  acted  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

Captain  [T.  W.]  Peyton,  commanding  Company  A,  was  severely 
wounded  while  leading  his  company. 

Lieutenants  [W.  QJ  Lowd  and  [A.  P.]  Martin,  of  Company  A,  and 
[S.  R.]  Garrett  and  [C.  F.]  McCarty,  of  Company  B,  as  well  as  Adjt.  A. 
O'Duhigg,  deserve  the  highest  praise. 

My  loss  was  4  killed,  9  missing,  and  2  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  AUSTIN, 
Major ^  Oomdg,  [Fourteenth  Louisiana]  Batt.  of  Sharpshooters, 

Oapt.  E.  P.  GuiLLET, 

Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL 
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No.  231. 

Report  of  Lieut.   W.  C.  I).   Yaught^  Fifth  Company^  W(uhini}ton  Light 

Artillery. 

Allisonia,  Tenn.,  January  8,  1863. 

Colonel:  At  Murfreesborough,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  while  with  this 
brigade  iu  line  of  battle  on  the  Lebanon  pike,  I  detached  two  rifled  guns 
of  this  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  [J.  A.J  Ohalaron,  by  order  of 
Major  Graves,  division  chief  of  artillery,  who  placed  them  near  the  riv^er 
in  front  of  General  Hanson's  position.  This  important  point  Lieutenant 
Ohalaron  occupied,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Cobb,  during  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries 
and  skirmishers  and  frequent  assaults  of  his  infantry. 

On  Wednesday,  with  our  other  four  guns  and  a  section  of  Captain 
Semple's  battery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [J.]  Pollard,  I  crossed 
the  river  with  the  brigade  at  12  o'clock,  and  was  ordered  by  General 
Adams  to  remain  near  the  river  while  the  brigade  advanced  to  the  charge. 
When  1  saw  the  brigade  retiring,  1  placed  the  battery  upon  the  hill  to  the 
left  of  the  Nashville  pike  and  the  railroad,  and  as  soon  as  the  troops 
were  from  under  our  fire,  1  opened  upon  the  enemy,  i<oon  silencing  their 
battery  and  checking  their  pursuit.  Receiving  no  further  orders,  I  took 
a  position  forward  and  to  the  left,  continuing  to  fire  upon  the  enemy 
wherever  he  appeared  in  range,  forcing  his  battery  to  change  position 
whenever  it  opened,  and  checking  his  movements  in  the  field  opposite 
our  fortified  point  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  rivei*. 

When  night  fell  1  withdrew  to  near  General  Breckinridge's  headquar- 
ters and  reported  to  Major  Graves,  Lieutenant  Pollard  reporting  to  Cap- 
tain Semple.  Allow  me  to  say  here  that  Lieutenant  Pollard's  conduct 
proved  him  an  accomplished  officer  and  a  cool  and  gallant  man. 

On  Thursday  morning  I  took  position  near  General  Hanson's  right 
with  four  guns  (haviug  no  rifle  ammunition),  and  received  a  section  of 
Captain  Lumsden's  battery.  Later,  three  guns  were  placed  in  battery 
there  and  three  on  right  of  General  Palmer's  brigade. 

On  Friday  morning  Captain  Lumsden's  section  was  ordered  to  the  left 
of  the  lines  and  1  to  General  Palmer's  right  with  this  battery. 

About  noon  we  were  ordered  to  the  position  occupied  by  our  skir- 
mishers in  front  of  General  Palmer,  to  drive  in  their  pickets.  Here  we 
remained  a  couple  of  hours,  doing  some  fancy  practice,  then  fell  behind 
the  infantry  of  this  division,  formed  for  the  assault.  Our  lines  moved 
forward  and  we  followed  close  behind.  Two  lines  of  the  enemy  were 
met  and  dissipated.  Our  infantr^^  passed  over  the  hill.  We  galloped 
ui)on  the  crest  and  opened  our  fire  upon  the  enemy's  batteries  upon  the 
opposite  hill.  Their  fire  had  nearly  ceased  when  our  ammunition  gave 
dut.  I  sent  for  a  supply  and  waited  there  for  it.  In  the  meanwhile  one 
of  our  detachments  manned  a  piece  of  Moses'  battery,  near  us,  which  had 
ceased  its  fire,  the  men  lying  down.  Before  the  ammunition  arrived  our 
brave  boys,  who  had  done  their  utmost,  were  obliged  to  retire.  1  re- 
mained until  the  last  regiment  and  last  battery  were  from  the  field,  the 
enemy  swarming  upon  mj'  front  and  flank  and  within  50  yards,  pouring 
volley  after  volley  into  us.  I  retired  iu  i)erfect  line  to  the  strip  of  tim- 
ber behind,  and  took  a  i)osition  beside  Robertson's  battery.  We  again 
opened  upon  the  enemy,  who  pursued  no  farther. 

This  battery  suffered  the  following  casualties*  in  the  several  engage 


*  NomiDal  list  omitted. 
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ments :  Killed,  1  enlisted  man ;  wounded,  1  non-commissioned  officer 
and  4  enlisted  men ;  total  killed  and  wounded,  5. 
[We  had]  4  horses  killed  and  4  disabled. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  distinguished  gallantry  of  Lieu- 
tenant Ghalaron,  who  was  selected  by  Major  Graves  upon  the  field  to  act 
as  temporary  chief  of  artillery;  also  to  the  gallantry  of  Lieutenants  [T. 
M.]  Blair  and  [A.  J.]  Leverich. 

I  desire  also  to  mention  Corporal  Smith  for  his  efficient  gunnery  and 

soldiership,  and  Corporal  Adams,  Privates  Johnson  and  Walsh,  and  the 

detachment  (i>ro.  5)  which  manned  a  piece  of  another  battery.    This  is 

a  difficult  task  where  all  conduct  themselves  with  remarkable  gallantry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  0.  D.  VAUGHT, 

Lieutenant,  Commcmding, 
Col.  R.  L.  Gibson, 

Commanding  Adams'  Brigade, 


^o.  232. 


Reports  of  Col.  Joseph  B.  Palmer^  Mghteenth  Tennessee  Infantry,  com^ 
manding  regiment  and  Second  Brigade. 

Winchester,  Tenn.,  February  6, 1863. 

Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  of  the  operations  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Breckinridge's  division.  Army  of  Tennessee,  in  the  late 
battles  at  Murfreesborough. 

The  following  regiments  compose  the  brigade :  Twenty-sixth  Tennes- 
see, Colonel  [John  M.]  Lillard ;  Eighteenth  Tennessee  (my  own),  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel [W.  R.]  Butler  commanding;  Forty-fifth  Tennessee,  Colo- 
nel [A.]  Searcy;  Twenty-eighth  Tennessee,  Colonel  [P.  D.]  Cunningham; 
Thirty-second  Tennessee,  Colonel  [Ed.  C]  Cook  (at  that  time  near  War- 
trace  on  detached  service),  and  Moses'  battery,  Lieutenant  [R.  W.]  An- 
derson commanding.  It  occupied  the  left  center  in  the  front  line  of  the 
division,  in  line  of  battle,  General  Hanson  being  on  my  left,  and  Gen- 
erals Preston  and  Adams  on  the  right,  and  took  that  position  on  Sunday 
morning,  December  28, 1862.  I  kept  constantly  deployed  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers covering  my  front. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  learning  that  a  wagon  train  and  a  body  of 
Federal  troops  had  appeared  at  the  distance  of  1 J  miles  in  fiont  of  my 
line,  I  ordered  forward  my  skirmishers  to  investigate  their  strength 
and  position,  and  sent  Capt.  D.  H.  C.  Spence,  of  my  staff,  to  direct  their 
operations.  They  soon  united  with  a  detachment  from  General  Pegram's 
cavalry,  and  the  two  co-operating  captured  18  wagons  and  170  prisoners, 
without  any  loss  on  our  part.  Capt.  Gid.  H.  Lowe,  of  the  Eighteenth 
Tennessee,  and  Captain  Spence  deserve  much  credit  for  their  gallantry 
and  efficiency  on  that  occasion. 

At  noon  on  Wednesday,  January  [December]  31,  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Breckinridge  (as  was  also  General  Preston)  across  Stone's 
River,  to  the  left  wing  of  our  general  line  of  battle.  Arriving  there, 
we  were  immediately  ordered  to  move  upon  the  enemy's  position  just 
west  of  Cowan's  residence  In  this  charge  General  Preston  was  on  the 
right,  while  I  was  directed  to  form  upon  and  move  with  his  left,  and, 
during  the  movement,  to  effect  a  general  change  of  direction  of  my  line 
to  the  right,  so  as  to  support  the  right  brigade  and  flank  the  enemyr 
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The  several  regiments  of  my  brigade  moved  gallaut'.y  and  stoa-dily  for- 
ward in  tliis  charge,  although  exposed  to  a  terrible  lire  from  Yankee 
artillery  for  a  distance  of  400  yards  across  an  open  and  unprotected  field. 
The  movement  was  successful  on  our  part.  The  Federal  forces  abandoned 
their  ground,  retreating  westwardly  back  on  the  main  body  of  their 
troops,  where  their  position  was  strongly  protected  by  embankments 
thrown  up  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad,  some  natural  elevations 
of  the  ground,  and  the  cover  of  their  artillery.  On  these  accounts  we 
did  not  imrsue  them  farther. 

A  list*  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  this  engagement  has  already 
been  furnished,  which  I  respectfully  ask  may  be  taken  as  a  part  of  this 
report. 

In  this  action  both  the  men  and  officers  of  the  brigade  behaved  with 
most  becoming  courage  and  gallantry,  displaying  a  high  degree  of  un- 
filtering  determination  and  bravery,  now  mentioned  alike  injustice  to 
them  and  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  myself. 

At  1  o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  under  orders  from  General 
Breckinridge,  I  recrossed  the  river  and  returned  to  my  former  position. 
Nothing  occurred  on  Thursday  except  slight  skirmishing  in  my  front 
and  occasional  shelling  from  the  enemy. 

At  about  10  o'clock  on  Friday,  February  [January]  2,  under  directions 
from  General  Breckinridge,  I  strengthened  my  line  of  skirmishers  and 
ordered  them  forward,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander  Hall, 
of  the  Forty-fifth  Tennessee.  Major  Graves  was  also  ordered  forward 
with  a  few  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  sui)ported  by  the  left  compa- 
nies of  the  Eighteenth  Tennessee,  under  command  of  Oapt.  William  H. 
Joyner.  They  soon  encountered  a  very  heavy  line  of  Federal  skirmish- 
ers, and,  after  a  severe  contest,  drove  them  back,  with  a  loss  of  2  killed 
and  11  wounded  on  our  part.  The  enemy's  loss  was  ascertained  to  be 
much  greater,  both  in  killed  and  wounded.  Shortly  after  this.  General 
Pillow  assumed  command  of  the  brigade,  whereupon  I  took  charge  of 
my  regiment. 

In  the  vSkirmishon  Fridaymorning  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hall  bore  him- 
self with  decided  gallantry.  The  men  and  officers  under  him  acted 
nobly.  Throughout  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  Capts.  C.  K. 
Vanderford,  Natt.  Gooch,  D.  H.  C.  Spence,*F.  H.  Lytle,  and  James  S. 
Barton,  of  my  staff,  were  all  promi)t,  gallant,  and  efficient  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  several  duties.  1  ain  also  much  indebted  to  each  of  these 
r  officers  for  many  acts  of  personal  kindness  and  voluntary  services. 

I  conclude  this  report  with  the  remark  that,  in  consequence  of  wounds 
received  in  the  right  leg,  knee,  and  shoulder,  in  the  engagement  of  Fri- 
day evening  at  Murfreesborough,  it  has  not  been  possible  forme  to  pre- 
pare it  earlier ;  and  with  the  request  that  it  be  now  received  and  con- 
sidered. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  B.  PALMEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade. 

Col.  T.  O'Hara, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tullahoma,  Tenn, 

Winchester,  Tenn.,  February  0,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  the  battle  of  Friday,  February  [January]  2,  at  Murfreesbor- 
ough, the  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  numbering  430  for  duty, 

"  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  678. 
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was  on  the  right  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  occupied  the  extreme  right 
in  the  front  line  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's  division,  which  was 
ordered  forward  to  engage  the  enemy  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. We  soon  met  the  Federal  forces  in  largely  superior  numbers  on 
the  right  bank  of  Stone's  Eiver.  Their  line  of  battle  being  prolonged 
farther  north  than  ours,  I  encountered  one  of  their  regiments  immedi- 
ately in  my  front,  while  another  (both  large)  made  a  desperate  effort  to 
turn  my  right.  They  opened  a  most  deadly  and  terrific  fire  ui)on  us 
for  several  minutes,  and  then  attempted  a  charge,  but  were  rei)ulsed 
and  driven  back  a  distance  of  more  than  50  yards,  where,  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  crest  of  a  hill,  they  made  another  severe  struggle.  I 
then  ordered  a  charge,  which  was  most  successfully  executed.  The  Fed 
erals  fled  in  utter  confdsiou  and  disorder,  leaving  an  immense  number 
of  their  dead  and  wounded  in  their  rear.  Their  flight  was  down  the 
river,  whither  we  pursued  them  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  dealing  fire  and 
death  in  their  backs  at  a  most  destructive  and  effective  rate.  In  the 
rout  hundreds  of  them  fell  (reversing  the  position  of  the  poet)  with  their 
faces  (not  their  backs)  upon  the  field. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  entire  Federal  force  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river  were  completely  routed  and  driven  by  our  division  either 
across  or  down  the  stream ;  but  they  had  massed  a  force  of  many  thou- 
sands on  the  opposite  (left)  bank,  where  they  had  a  large  quantity  of 
artillery,  so  located  and  arranged  as  that  both  their  small-arms  and  bat- 
teries could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  and  most  dreadfully  rake  all  the 
western  portion  of  the  field  over  which  their  troops  had  been  driven. 
It  therefore  became  proper  for  our  forces  to  withdraw  to  a  safer  posi- 
tion, although  they  were  not  repulsed.  This  necessity,  however,  was 
not  so  great  on  my  part,  because,  being  less  exposed  to  fire  from  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  I  could  have  continued  to  hold  my  position  beyond 
doubt ;  but  on  seeing  the  principal  body  of  the  division  on  my  left  fall- 
ing back,  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  withdraw,  to  avoid  a  flank  movement 
in  that  direction.  At  the  time  there  was  comparatively  little  resistance 
being  made  in  my  front.  The  regiments  that  had  been  driven  before 
me  had  not  recovered  from  disorder.  They  had  not,  in  fact,  reformed 
in  line  of  battle,  but  were  in  a  confused  and  frightened  manner,  taking 
cover  behind  the  houses  ayd  fences  around  the  late  William  Mitchell's 
residence. 

I  herewith  submit  a  list*  of  killed  and  wounded,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  were  19  killed :  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded,  8 ; 
not  mortally,  108,  making,  in  all,  135. 

I  report,  with  the  utmost  pride  and  satisfaction,  that  the  men  and  offi- 
cers of  the  regiment  in  this  memorable  action  displayed  a  heroic  courage 
and  dauntless  valor  equaled  only  by  the  sacredness  of  their  own  homes 
and  the  inspirations  of  their  noble  country's  cause,  for  whose  defense 
they  so  gallantly  and  bravely  struggled. 

Among  other  instances  deserving  individual  notice,  I  mention  the  fol- 
lowing :  Capt.  John  Dick,  of  Company  K  [G] ;  First  Lieut.  Samuel  M. 
Smith,  commanding  Company  0,  and  Color-Sergt.  George  K.  Lowe,  fell 
dead  upon  the  field,  nobly  discharging  their  whole  duties.  Lieut.  Col. 
W.  R.  Butler,  Maj.  W.  H.  Joyner,  Adjt.  John  M.  Douglass,  Sergt.  Maj. 
Fletcher  R.  Burrus  (the  two  latter  being  wounded),  and  the  company 
commanders  displayed  high  courage  and  efficiency  in  their  respective 
positions.  Capts.  James  S.  Barton  and  Natt.  Gooch,  formerly  of  my  staff, 
fought  with  distinguished  gallantry  as  privates  in  the  ranks.    After  as 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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many  as  five  different  persons  had  been  shot  down  in  the  attempt  to 
bear  the  colors,  Logan  H.  Nelson,  a  private  in  Company  C  (who  is  but 
a  youth),  gallantly  sprang  forward,  raised  them  from  the  side  of  dying 
comrades,  and  bore  them  nobly  and  triumphantly  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  this  bloody  contest. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  report  only  relates  to  the  conduct  of  the  regi- 
ment in  Friday's  fight.  Having  been  in  command  of  the  brigade  prior 
to  that  time,  and  not  having  been  able  to  join  the  regiment  since,  I  refer 
to  the  reports  submitted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Butler  for  an  account  of 
its  operations  on  other  days  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough.  Unable 
to  prepare  this  report  earlier,  I  beg  leave  now  to  preHSent  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  PALMEE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  JEigJiteenth  Tennessee  Volunteers. 

[Col.]  T.  O'Haka, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Tullahoma,  Tmn. 


[Addenda.] 

Aiatract  from  morning  report  of  Broton^s  brigade,  Brig.  Gen,  John  C.  Brown  commanding^ 

for  January  19,  1863. 
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No.  233. 

Reports  of  Brig,  Oen.  Gideon  J.  Pillow ,  C,  S,  Army,  commanding  Second 

Brigade. 

Hdqrs.  First  [Second]  Brigade,  First  Division, 

Lieutenant-General  Hardee's  Corps, 
Camp  near  Tullahoma,  Tenn,,  January  11,  1863. 

On  Friday  afternoon  (2d  instant),  by  orders  of  General  Bragg,  I  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  a  brigade,  composed  of  the  Eighteenth, 
Twenty -sixth,  Twenty-eighth,  Thirty-second,  and  Forty -fifth  Tennessee 
Eegiments,  vv  ith  Captain  Moses'  field  battery,  now  commanded  by  Lieut. 
K.  W.  Anderson.  The  Thirty-second  Eegiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
[E.  C]  Cook,  was  on  detached  service  and  was  not  in  the  action.  They 
were  all  much  reduced  in  strength  by  past  service. 

At  the  time  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  it  occupied  a  position  on 
the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  in  front  of  the  enemy's  left.  This  brigade 
constituted  the  assaulting  force,  designed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  an 
eminence  on  the  right  bank  of  Stone's  Eiver,  a  position  which  prevented 
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his  left  flank  from  beiug  turned,  and  from  which,  if  in  our  possession, 
we  could  drive  hi  hi  from  bis  strong  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
and  enfilade  his  line  of  infautry.  I  was  supported  on  my  left  by  Brig- 
adier-General Hanson's  brigade.  In  the  advance,  then  about  to  com- 
mence, I  directed  General  Hanson  to  dress  upon  my  left,  and  the  left 
of  my  line  to  dress  upon  his  right,  to  guard  against  a  separation  of  the 
line  formed  by  the  two  brigades  in  the  advance.  These  brigades  were 
supported  by  a  line  drawn  up  in  the  rear  about  300  yards,  composed  of 
the  brigades  of  Brigadier-General  Preston  on  the  right  and  a  brigade 
commanded  by  Colonel  Gibson  on  my  left. 

At  the  signal  for  the  movements  to  commence  (viz,  a  report  of  artillery 
on  the  center  of  our  last  line),  I  ordered  my  line  to  advance.  The  entire 
line  moved  forward  in  beautiful  order  across  the  strip  of  woods  and  o[)en 
field,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  and  sharpshooters  before  it,  and  at 
the  distance  of  about  300  yards  recei  ving  the  fire  of  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy's  infantry,  hitherto  concealed  from  view.  This  fire  developed  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  in  a  body  of  thick  woods  to  the 
right  of  the  position  now  occupied  by  my  advanced  line.  I  immediately 
ordered  Lieut.  11.  W.  Anderson  to  bring  up  his  battery  and  to  drive  them 
out  of  the  wood.  Upon  opening  fire  upon  this  concealed  force  of  the 
enemy,  his  artillery  responded  from  the  woods  with  great  vivacity  to 
Lieutenant  Anderson's  fire.  The  two  batteries,  confronting  each  other, 
kept  up  an  exceedingly^  hot  fire  for  about  fifteen  minutes,  when  my  in- 
fantry, pressing  the  enemy's  infantry,  forced  it  to  retire  into  an(^  then 
from  a  thicket  of  woods  which  skirted  the  bluff';  the  enemy's  body  of 
sharpshooters  and  battery  retreated  precipitately  from  the  woods  on 
the  right  toward  the  river  bluff'.  1  now  ordered  the  infantry  to  j)ress 
the  enemy  and  clear  the  bluff,  while  I  advanced  Anderson's  battery, 
and  with  it  occupied  the  woods  from  which  the  enemy's  artillery  had 
been  driven.  This  order  was  promptly  executed,  the  bluff  cleared,  the 
enemy's  infantry  taking  shelter  under  the  bluff*  and  in  a  deep  ravine 
running  obliquely  into  the  river.  My  infantry  having  thus  advanced  as 
far  as  was  possible  on  account  of  the  bluff,  and  having  forced  many 
broken  portions  of  the  enemy's  forces  across  and  through  the  river,  his 
artillery  having  retired  down  the  river  in  the  direction  of  the  ford,  my 
fire  ceased,  and  the  work  seemed  completed.  In  a  few  moments  after- 
ward I  discovered  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  moving  rapidly  up  the 
river  on  my  side,  turning  my  right  wing.  It  advanced  rapidly,  and 
opened  upon  the  flank  and  rear  of  my  force.  Simultaneously  the  enemy's 
artillery  and  infantry  in  the  front  of  my  position,  and  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  opened  fire  upon  my  front,  uncovered  as  it  was,  on 
the  open  bluff  on  the  right  bank.  Thus  assailed  in  flank  by  fresh 
forces  and  in  front  with  a  large  force  of  infantry  and  artillery,  which 
could  not  be  reduced,  there  was  left  my  force  no  alternative  but  to  re- 
tire from  the  position  it  had  so  gallantly  won.  It  retired  in  some  con- 
fusion, but  with  as  little  as  could  have  been  expected  when  suddenly 
surprised  by  movements  of  the  enemy's  fresh  forces,  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen,  and  which  we  had  not  the  means  of  meeting.  I 
directed  Lieutenant  Anderson  to  protect  my  line  in  retiring  from  the 
field,  which  was  done.  The  infantry  line  retired  to  the  ground  upon 
which  it  had  originally  formed  for  the  advanced  movement.  In  this  en- 
gagement my  brigade  took  about  200  prisoners,  whom  I  passed  to  the 
rear  under  small  guard.  The  entire  command  performed  its  duty  most 
gallantly. 

My  loss  in  officers  and  men  was  severe  for  the  length  of  the  conflict. 
Colonel  Palmer  (who  commanded  Eighteenth  Tennessee  Eegiment)  re- 
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ceived  three  wounds,  but  did  not  relinquish  the  command  until  the  con- 
flict was  ended ;  Colonel  Cunningham  (commanding  the  Twenty-eighth 
Eegiment)  was  killed  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  in  the  main 
assault. 

Maj.  C.  H.  Wadley,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  is  missing, 
and  is  supposed  to  be  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  L.  Bottles,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment,  was  wounded 
by  the  splinter  of  a  shell,  in  the  hip.  Maj.  R.  M.  Saffell,  of  the  same 
regiment,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh. 

In  the  Eighteenth  Regiment,  Captain  [John]  Dick  was  killed,  and 
seven  other  captains  in  the  same  regiment  were  wounded. 

I  transmit  herewith  list*  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the 
brigade. 

My  field  battery,  commanded  by  Lieut.  R.  W.  Anderson,  performed 
most  important  service.  In  this  service  Sergeant  Brown  was  wounded 
by  a  shell,  and  is  reported  to  me  as  acting  most  gallantly. 

I  ordered  Colonel  Palmer  to  report  the  participation  of  his  regiment 
in  this  engagement,  but  he  was  reported  to  be  suffering  so  severely 
from  his  wounds  that  he  was  unable  to  prepare  a  report.    He  was  left 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Allisonia. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Brigadier- General,  C.  S,  Army, 

[Col.]  T.  O'Hara, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — I  transmit  herewith  the  colors  of  the  Ninth  (Federal)  Ken- 
tucky Regiment  of  Infantry,  taken  on  the  field  by  Colonel  Cunning- 
ham's (Twenty-eighth)  Tennessee  Regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  2d.  It 
was  much  torn  and  mutilated,  and  stained  with  blood  in  the  fights,  and 
has  many  ball  holes  on  it. 


Hdqes.  Vol.  and  Conscript  Bureau,  Army  of  Tenn., 

Huntsmlle,  Ala.,  April  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  my  verbal  interview  with  General  Bragg  at  Tullahoma,  the 
battle  of  Murfreesborough  on  Friday  being  the  subject  of  conversation, 
giving  him  an  account  of  what  occurred  in  that  battle,  I  told  him  my, 
brigade  was,  by  General  Breckinridge's  orders,  placed  on  the  extreme 
right  of  our  line.  The  line  of  battle  was  formed  as  directed  by  the  gen- 
eral and  on  the  ground  indicated  by  him.  My  line  advanced,  and  from 
the  position  of  its  formation  necessarily  leaving  a  thicket  of  timber  and 
undergrowth  on  its  right.  When  my  line  reached  and  was  passing 
the  thicket  of  woodland,  the  enemy's  force,  concealed  in  this  thicket, 
opened  a  galling  flank  fl]?e  on  my  right  wing,  which  so  interrupted  my 
advance  and  annoyed  the  command  that  I  was  forced  to  suspend  the 
advance  until  the  force  of  the  enemy  was  dislodged  from  the  thicket  by 
artillery.  A  proper  position  of  the  line  of  battle  would  have  required 
the  line  to  have  extended  about  300  yards  farther  to  the  right,  so  as  to 
have  embraced  this  piece  of  woodland  in  its  advance,  and  thus  by  a 
front  advance  to  have  driven  out  this  force  of  the  enemy  from  the 
thicket.  Another  consequence  of  this  error  of  the  position  in  which 
the  line  of  battle  was  placed  was,  that,  as  we  advanced,  the  space  for 
General  Hanson's  brigade  was  so  rapidly  diminished  by  the  course  of 

"Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  678 
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the  river  tbat  liis  left  wiug  was  forced,  by  the  compact  formation  aud 
resolute  advance  of  my  line,  into  the  river.  Notwithstanding  these 
sources  of  embarrassment,  resulting  from  the  error  of  position  in  which 
the  line  was  placed,  we  swept  over  the  eminence  held  by  the  enemy 
and  drove  him  down  the  bluff  and  mostly  into  and  across  the  river, 
when  our  forces  held  the  position  until  flanked  by  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  which  crossed  the  river  some  distance  below  my  right,  under 
General  [tl.  S.]  Negley,  which  rapidly  turned  my  position,  opened  fire 
simultaneously  with  a  fire  on  front  and  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  and  compelled  my  command  to  tall  back.  At  this  point  in  the 
conversation.  General  Bragg  asked,  '*  Why  did  not  General  Breckin- 
ridge protect  you  from  the  flanking  force  by  the  large  body  of  cavalry 
I  had  placed  under  his  orders?"  I  replied  I  dicl  not  know  he  had  any 
cavalry  under  his  orders.  General  Bragg  then  said  that  he  had  a  large 
force  of  cavalry  placed  under  his  orders  for  the  express  purpose  of  pro- 
viding for  such  a  contingency.  I  remarked  to  him  that  I  saw  a  large 
body  of  cavalry  on  the  heights  to  my  right  and  below  the  ford  when 
Negley  crossed  the  river,  but  that  it  did  not  make  any  attempt  to  arrest 
the  advance  of  the  flanking  force,  and  I  felt  certain  it  could  not  have 
received  orders  to  do  so. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  that  conversation  on  the  part  of  those 
operating.  General  Bragg  gave  me  the  first  intelligence  that  I  received 
of  this  body  of  cavalry  being  under  the  orders  of  General  Breckinridge. 
I  expressed  astonishment  that  it  was  not  used  for  the  protection  of  my 
right  flank  and  rear.  1  also  expressed  myself  as  clear  that  the  position 
of  the  line  of  battle  was  a  most  important  error  of  judgment  in  the  oper- 
ations of  the  day. 

In  regard  to  the  supporting  force,  I  stated  that  the  supporting  force  4 
was  placed  in  line  about  400  yards  to  my  rear ;  that  when  my  line  (con-  I 
stituting  the  assaulting  force)  commenced  the  advance,  that  the  support- 
ing force  also  commenced  the  advance ;  that  the  supporting  line  advanced 
so  rapidly  that,  while  my  line  was  checked  for  a  time  by  the  enemy's  \ 
force  in  the  thicket  to  my  right,  it  overtook  my  line  coming  up  (the  mo-  ' 
ment  it  was  lying  down  under  my  order).  It  likewise  fell  down  as  close 
in  its  rear  as  it  could  get,  thus  forming  one  line  of  four  deep,  and  expos- 
ing both  lines  to  a  most  destructive  fire,  at  the  same  time  that,  thus 
situated,  the  rear  and  supporting  line  commenced  firing  over  the  assault- 
ing line  in  its  front,  which  fire  in  the  rear  greatly  alarmed  my  line,  and 
that  my  officers  expressed  the  opinion  that  my  men  suffered  severely 
from  this  firej  that,  when  the  advance  was  again  ordered,  both  lines  went 
forward  commingled,  the  whole  becoming  from  that  time  forward  the 
assaulting  force,  and  leaving  the  command  without  any  reserve  or  sup- 
porting force;  that  being  myself^  with  my  staff,  about  30  steps  to  the  rear 
of  my  line,  I  ordered  the  supporting  line  to  halt,  repeating  the  order 
several  times,  intending  to  move  it  to  the  right  to  attack  the  enemy's 
force  in  the  thicket,  but  that  no  attention  was  paid  to  my  orders,  the 
supporting  line  rushing  forward  and  past  me,  and  falling  down  as  near 
in  the  rear  of  the  assaulting;  line  as  it  could  get.  I  said  then,  and  am 
satisfied  now,  that,  thus  disposed  of,  the  force  which  was  intended  as 
supporting  force  was  a  positive  disadvantage  and  injury  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  day.  I  said,  further,  that  in  my  judgment  the  supporting 
force  should  have  been  either  placed  under  my  orders  or  else  held  in 
hand  of  the  major  general  until  I  called  for  it  to  come  to  my  support. 
In  confirmation  of  the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  I  mentioned  the  fact 
that  in  the  assault  upon  the  works  of  Oerro  Gordo,  and  also  in  storming 
Ohepultepec,  General  Scott,  in  both  instances,  provided  a  supporting 
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force  (not  a  part  of  my  owd  proper  command),  which  \va>s  placed  under 
my  oniers,  and  which  I  did  bring  into  the  action  at  the  proper  time.  I 
I'nrther  said  1  had  in  conversation  with  General  Breckinridge  explained 
to  him  the  serious  embarrassment  occasioned  to  my  command  by  the 
advance  of  the  supporting  line,  &c.j  that  his  explanation  was  that  the 
supporting  line  was  ordered  to  keep  the  distance  of  its  formation  to  the 
rear,  but  did  not  obey. 

'Jlie  above  are  the  i'acts  connected  with  the  oi)erations  of  that  day,  and 
my  ('X])Ianation  of  the  work  of  that  day  was  thus  stated  in  response  to 
iiiqniiies  of  General  Bragg.  In  my  official  report  I  did  not  deem  it 
jnoper  to  state  these  facts  in  regard  to  the  handling  of  the  supporting 
force.  That  force  was  never  placed  under  my  orders,  and  T  did  not  feel 
it  my  [)rovjiice  to  reflet  t  upon  my  senior  officer's  conduct  or  disposition. 
Indeed,  I  was  studious  to  avoid  doing  so,  and  only  made  the  statement 
when  called  upon  bv  General  Bragg  to  do  so. 

GID.  J.  PILLOW, 
Major- General  J  C.  S.  Army,  &g. 

Capt.  [elOHNJ  B.  Sale, 

Acting  Judge  Advocate- General,  Army  of  Tennessee. 


No.  234. 


Report  of  Brig.   Gen.  William  Preston,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  TMrd 

Brigade. 

Headquaetees  Preston's  Brigade, 
Breckinridge's  Division,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

January  12,  1863. 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Major-General  Breckinridge, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  brigade 
under  my  command  in  the  recent  battles  near  Murfreesborough. 

The  Twentieth  Tennessee,  the  Sixtieth  North  Carolina,  the  Fourth 
Florida,  and  the  First  and  Third  Florida  Eegiments,  with  Wright's 
battery  of  four  pieces,  constituted  my  command,  numbering  1,640  effect- 
ive men. 

The  enemy  having  advanced  in  force  against  Murfreesborough,  dispo- 
sitions for  battle  were  made,  and  Breckinridge's  division  was  posted  on 
the  extreme  right  in  our  front  line,  with  its  right  near  Spence's  house,  on 
the  r.ebanon  turnpike,  extending  toward  the  ford,  where  the  Nashville 
turnpike  crosses  Stone's  Kiver.  Adams'  brigade  was  on  the  right,  mine 
next,  and  Palmer's  and  Hanson's  extended  westwardly  toward  the  ford. 
This  position  was  occupied  from  Sunday  morning,  December  28,  with 
some  few  unimportant  changes  in  our  line  of  battle,  until  the  succeeding 
Wednesday.  On  that  day,  not  long  after  noon,  we  were  ordered  to  cross 
the  river  at  the  ford,  and,  under  the  supervision  of  Major-General  Breck- 
inridge, my  brigade,  on  the  right,  and  that  of  Palmer  on  my  left,  were 
formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  ground  originally  occupied  by  Lieuten  ant- 
General  Polk's  command.  The  right  of  my  brigade  rested  near  the 
intersection  of  the  Nashville  Railroad  and  turnpike,  and  extended 
nearly  at  right  angles  westwardly,  about  half  a  mile  south  of  Cowan's, 
or  the  burnt  house. 

These  dispositions  made,  the  order  was  given  to  advance  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  burnt  house  toward  a  cedar  forest  beyond.  Wide  and  open 
fields  intervened,  through  which  the  command  passed  with  great  anima- 
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tion,  in  fine  order.  As  we  came  near  the  farm-house,  heavy  batteries  of 
the  enemy,  supported  by  strong  lines  of  infantry  near  a  railroad  em- 
bankment, forming  a  strong  defense,  were  visible  obliquely  to  the  right^ 
on  the  northeast  of  the  Nashville  turnpike.  The  brigade  advanced  rap- 
idly and  steadily  under  a  destructive  fire  from  the  artillery.  The  Twen- 
tieth Tennessee,  passing  to  the  right  of  the  house,  engaged  the  enemy 
with  vigor  on  the  right  in  some  woods  near  the  river,  capturing  some 
25  prisoners  and  clearing  the  wood.  The  First  and  Third  Florida,  on 
the  extreme  left,  pressed  forward  to  the  cedar  forest  with  but  little  loss. 
The  two  central  regiments  (the  Sixtieth  North  Carolina  and  Fourth 
Florida)  found  great  difficulty  in  pressing  through  the  ruins  and  strong 
inclosures  of  the  farm-house,  and,  retarded  by  these  obstacles  and  by  a 
fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  in  front,  and  a  very  fierce  cannonade, 
partially  enfilading  their  lines,  were  for  a  moment  thrown  into  confusion 
at  4:he  verge  of  the  wood.  They  halted  and  commenced  firing,  but,  being 
urged  forward,  they  responded  with  loud  shouts  and  gained  the  cedars. 
The  enemy  turned  upon  the  wood  a  heavy  fire  from  many  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, across  a  field  400  or  500  yards  distant,  and,  though  we  lost  some 
valuable  lives,  the  brigade  maintained  its  position  with  firmness  in  the 
edge  of  the  wood. 

Having  met  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  he  ordered  me,  with  Adams' 
brigade  (under  Colonel  Gibson)  added  to  my  command,  to  hold  the  wood. 
We  bivouacked  for  the  night,  establishing  our  pickets  far  in  the  field  and 
very  near  the  enemy.  The  Twentieth  Tennessee,  which  had  been  di- 
rected by  Captain  [R.  W.]  Wooley,.  assistant  adjutant- general,  near  the 
river,  finding  their  force  insufficient  to  advance,  after  losing  many  men, 
halted  in  good  order  and  rejoined  the  brigade  at  nightfall  in  the  cedars. 
Wright's  battery,  having  been  detached  by  General  Hardee,  took  no 
part  in  the  action. 

At  roll  call,  about  dark,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  loss  suffered  by 
my  command  was  155  killed  and  wounded.  The  companies  of  the  Six- 
tieth North  Carolina,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Colonel  [Joseph 
A.]  McDowell,  were  with  me;  but  those  separated  from  his  regiment 
in  passing  the  burnt  house,  to  which  1  have  alluded,  fell  back  without 
orders  to  the  encampment,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the  men  and 
officers  who  joined  the  Twentieth  Tennessee  Regiment,  and  who  did  not 
rejoin  their  regiment  until  after  night.  Some  few  x>risoners  were  taken 
and  400  or  500  stand  of  arms  were  secured. 

On  Friday,  about  2  o'clock,  the  two  brigades  under  my  command 
were  withdrawn  from  the  cedars  and  ordered  to  take  position  in  line 
of  battle  across  the  river,  near  the  original  post  of  Hanson's  brigade. 
This  being  done,  preparations  for  attack  were  made,  and  Major-General 
Breckinridge  formed  his  division  in  two  lines,  Pillow's  and  Hanson's 
brigades  being  in  the  front  line,  with  mine  200  yards  in  the  rear  of 
Pillow's,  to  support  his  command,  and  Gibson's  on  my  left,  to  support 
Hanson's. 

About  4  o'clock,  the  order  to  advance  being  given,  the  division  moved 
forward  rapidly  through  a  wood  and  an  open  field  beyond  to  drive  the 
enemy  beyond  the  river  and  seize  a  hill  that  would  enable  our  artillery 
to  eiifilade  in  reverse  their  batteries.  As  soon  as  the  field  was  entered 
the  engagement  commenced,  and  our  men,  pressing  forward  with  great 
ardor,  drove  the  enemy  over  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  beyond  the  river. 
Wright's  battery  was  advanced  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  was  soon 
hotly  engaged.  On  our  right  the  enemy  far  outflanked  us,  and  the 
Twentieth  Tennessee  suffered  severely,  but  dashed  forward  into  the 
woods  with  its  accustomed  gallantry  and  drove  the  enemy  down  the 


Chai'.  XXXTT.]  the  stone's  JilVEK  CAMPAIGN.  813 

hill,  captiiriDg  some  200  prisoners.  A  division  of  the  enemy,  said  to  be 
that  of  [II.  P.]  Van  Cleve,  was  driven  down  the  hill-side  in  utter  rout 
by  our  division.  The  enemy  then  rapidly  concentrated  large  numbers 
of  fresh  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  poured  upon  our  dense 
ranks  a  withering  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery.  Our  lines,  originally 
very  close  in  tbe  order  of  advance,  were  commingled  near  the  river,  and 
this  new  fire  from  an  overwhelming  force  from  the  opposite  banks  of 
the  stream  threw  them  into  disorder.  The  division  recoiled  over  the 
field  in  the  direction  of  the  wood  through  which  we  first  passed.  When 
withdrawing  from  the  field,  I  met  Brigadier- General  Wharton  with  his 
battery  and  the  cavalry,  with  which  he  was  covering  our  right.  He 
was  about  opening  fire  with  the  battery,  when  I  advised  him  not  to  do 
so,  as  he  might  fire  on  some  of  our  men.  He  detached  Colonel  Harrison, 
of  the  Texas  Eangers,  who,  with  my  brigade,  formed  and  sui)portc(l 
Eobertson's  battery  in  the  verge  of  the  wood  until  General  Breckinridge 
ordered  me  to  resume  my  original  lines.  One  of  our  batteries  opened 
from  its  verge,  and  I  succeeded  in  forming  my  brigade  for  its  support, 
and  was  in  that  position  when  Major-General  Breckinridge  arrived  and 
ordered  me  to  resume  our  original  lines,  about  a  mile  in  the  rear,  as 
night  had  come  on. 

The  loss  sustained  by  my  command  in  this  action  was  295  killed  and 
wounded,  and  90  missing,  most  of  whom  were  doubtless  killed  or  wounded. 
The  total  loss  of  my  command  in  both  actions  was  537. 

Wright's  battery  was  bravely  fought,  but  lost  its  gallant  commander, 
who  was  killed  at  his  guns.  Lieutenant  [J.  W.]  Mebane,  though  wounded, 
succeeded  in  withdrawing  all  of  the  battery  except  two  of  the  pieces, 
which  were  lost,  and  which  could  not  be  got  off,  as  many  of  the  horses 
were  killed. 

For  other  details  1  refer  to  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  regiments  and  of  the  battery,  which  I  inclose. 

During  the  battle  both  men  and  officers  displayed  great  intrepidity, 
and  I  attribute  the  repulse  on  Friday  to  the  manifest  hopelessness  of 
the  attempt  to  hurl  a  single  division,  without  support,  against  the  car- 
dinal position  of  the  whole  hostile  army.  This  was  apparent  to  the 
least  intelligent  soldier.  The  line  fell  back,  rallied,  and  in  half  an  hour 
was  ready  to  re-engage. 

In  rallying  the  troops,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  notice  and  report  the  con- 
spicuous zeal  and  gallantry  displayed  by  yourself,  and  td  testify  my  ap- 
preciation of  the  valuable  assistance  you  rendered  on  the  field. 

Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Twentieth  Tennessee,  a  brave  and  skillful  offi- 
cer, was  severely  wounded  on  Wednesday,  and  the  command  devolved 
on  Lieutenant-Colonel  [Frank  M.]  Lavender,  who  has  not  been  heard  of 
siuce  the  action  on  Friday.     It  is  believed  that  he  is  wounded  or  a  pris 
oner. 

Colonel  Miller,  of  the  First  and  Third  Florida,  was  wounded  on  Fri- 
day while  bravely  leading  his  regimeut,  which  he  withdrew,  retaining 
the  command,  notwithstanding  his  wound. 

The  Fourth  Florida  in  both  actions  bore  itself  gallantly,  and  was  ably 
commanded  by  Colonel  Bowen. 

In  the  action  of  the  31st,  Lieut.  Edwin  Whitfield,  of  my  staff,  was  se- 
verely, if  not  fatally,  wounded  by  my  side  while  gallantly  rendering  me 
the  most  efficient  aid,  and  Mr.  Orville  Ewing,  a  young  gentleman  of  great 
promise,  distinguished  in  the  battle  of  Mill  Springs,  was  killed  nearly  at 
the  same  moment. 

Maj.  J.  C.  Thompson,  volunteer  aide,  and  Captain  Wooley,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  assisted  me  efficiently  on  Wednesday. 
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Mr.  [W.  R.JChambliss,  acting  assistant  adjutant-general  j  Captain  [H. 
P.]  Wallace,  and  Lieut.  [J.  C]  Wheeler  assisted  me  on  Friday  on  my 
staff. 

To  Major  [F.]  Olaybrooke,  who  volunteered  on  my  staff  on  Friday,  1 
am  greatly  indebted  for  his  services. 

I  recommend  for  promotion  Sergeant  Battle  for  conspicuous  gallantry. 
After  four  color-bearers  of  the  Twentieth  Tennessee  had  been  shot  down 
and  the  regiment  was  in  confusion,  he  seized  the  colors  and  bravely  ral- 
lied the  men  under  my  eye. 

i  remain,  colonel,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  PliESTOl!^, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Col.  T.  O^HahAj  Acti7ig  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Addenda.] 


Abttraot  froni  semi-weekly  report  of  Preston's  brigade,  Brig. 

manding,  for  January  12,  1863. 
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Kg.  235. 

Report  of  Col,  William  Miller^  First  Florida  Infantry.,  commanding  First 

and  Third  Regiments. 

Camp  near  Tullahoma,  Tenn., 

January  12,  1863. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  received  from  brigade  head- 
quarters, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  tlie  part 
borne  by  my  command  in  the  actions  of  December  31,  1862,  and  Janu- 
ary 2,  1863,  near  Murfreesborough : 

About  3  p.  m.,  on  December  31,  we  were  ordered  into  line,  marched 
across  the  river,  and  formed  on  a  hill  in  an  open  field  in  line  of  battle, 
occupying  the  left  of  the  brigade.  The  command  "forward"  was  soon 
given,  and  on  advancing,  our  front  being  masked  by  a  regiment,  our 
left  was  thrown  back  out  of  line.  This  defect  in  our  alignment  caused 
the  regiment  to  diverge  to  the  left,  and  to  enter  a  cedar  forest  to  the 
left  of  the  burnt  house,  the  balance  of  the  brigade  passing  to  the  right. 
In  charging  over  this  field  we  lost  several  men  killed  and  wounded  by 
the  enemy's  batteries,  which  swept  the  field  by  an  almost  enfilading  fire. 
Passing  through  the  cedar,  we  arrived  before  the  enemy's  batteries,  and 
took  position  on  the  right  of  Stewart's  brigade,  where  we  were  joined 
by  the  balance  of  the  brigade.    This  position  of  the  enemy,  supported 
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by  heavy  batteries,  was  judged  to  be  too  strong  to  storm  ;  we,  therefore, 
retained  our  position,  skirmishing  occasionally  with  the  enemy  during 
that  afternoon  and  the  next  two  following  days,  up  to  2  or  3  p.  m.  of 
the  2d  instant. 

On  this  occasion  the  command  numbered  36  officers  and  495  men^ 
making  the  aggregate  531. 

About  3  p.  m.  of  January  2,  we  were  ordered  from  the  cedars  back  to 
the  right,  recrossing  the  river,  and  about  4  p.  m.  we  were  formed  in  line 
of  battle  w  ith  the  balance  of  the  brigade,  occupying  again  the  left  of  the 
brigade,  which  was  in  the  second  line  of  battle.  At  the  command  "for- 
ward," the  regiment  advanced  in  excellent  order,  soon  getting  in  range 
of  a  raking  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  until  we  reached  the  crest  of 
a  ridge  in  an  open  field,  where  the  first  line  of  the  division  was  engaged, 
and  here  we  were  ordered  to  lie  down,  which  we  did  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  then  arose  and  charged  at  the  command  "forward."  Upon  advanc- 
ing, on  account  of  the  formation  of  the  ground,  we  were  compelled  to 
move  by  the  right  flank,  passing  into  the  wood  that  skirted  the  field 
through  which  we  had  just  passed.  This  combination  of  movements 
caused  an  intermingling  of  regiments,  which  led  to  no  little  confusion, 
separating  commands,  and,  again,  the  men  from  their  commanders. 
Nevertheless,  the  troops  behaved  bravely,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them.  As  we  moved  on  through  the  woods,  the  ground  gradually  de- 
scended, and  our  left  rested  on  the  river,  whose  high  banks  were  cov- 
ered by  the  ^lemy,  who  poured  a  galling  fire  upon  us  from  the  opposite 
side.  Further  forward  the  river,  by  a  sudden  bend,  appeared  in  our 
front,  and  we  found  ourselves  exposed  to  a  deadly  fire  from  the  hills  that 
overlooked  us  on  our  left  and  front.  Crossing  this  hastily,  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  regiment  passed  the  river,  under  the  opposite  bank  of  which 
it  was  partially  sheltered.  I  think  it  is  owing  to  this  fact  that  the  First 
and  Third  Florida  Eegiments  lost  fewer  men  than  other  corps  which 
were  not  so  far  advanced  in  the  fight.  The  hopelessness  of  carrying 
the  opposite  heights  being  now  apparent,  we  were  ordered  to  fall  back, 
and,  owing  to  the  commingling  of  regiments,  as  before  stated,  this  was 
done  in  some  confusion  and  disorder. 

Into  this  fight  the  regiments  carried  32  officers  and  424  men,  making 
ihe  aggregate  456. 

I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report*  of  casualties  already  forwarded 
for  an  account  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  regiment. 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  state  that  both  officers  and  men 
behaved  gallantly.  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

WM.  MILLER, 
Colonel^  Commanding  First  and  Third  Florida  Regiments 

Captain  [R.  W.]  Wooley, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  GeneraL 


No.  236. 

Report  of  Col.  W.  L.  L.  Bowen^  Fourth  Florida  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Preston's  Brigade, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.j  February  12,  1863. 

SiK :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  borne  in  the  operations 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191.  p.  67^ 
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of  Preston's  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough  by  the  Fourth 
Florida  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

On  Saturday,  December  27, 1862,  the  necessary  preparations  for  battle 
were  made,  and  at  an  early  hour  on  Sunday,  the  28th,  we  were  moving 
to  the  front  to  take  our  position  in  line  of  battle.  My  command  was 
assigned  to  the  right  center  of  the  brigade,  the  right  flank  of  which 
rested  upon  the  Lebanon  turnpike,  about  1  mile  from  town.  We  occupied 
this  position  during  the  day.  At  night,  by  order  of  General  Preston, 
who  seemed  ever  mindful  of  the  comfort  of  his  men,  we  moved  farther 
to  the  left  and  to  the  rear,  in  order  to  get  a  wood  in  which  to  bivouac 
for  the  night. 

The  following  day  we  were  ordered  into  line  of  battle  again,  and  my 
command  was  shifted  to  the  left  center  of  the  brigade,  which  change  was 
permanent  during  the  engagements.  Several  unimportant  changes  in 
lines  and  positions  occurred,  but  up  to  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday 
nothing  occupied  our  immediate  attention,  and  an  apparent  restlessness 
had  sprung  up  among  the  men  to  mingle  their  fortunes  with  those  who 
were  sending  back  the  echoes  of  their  brilliant  achievements  from  the 
left,  and  never  were  men  more  eager  to  test  their  valor  for  the  first  time 
on  the  battle-field  than  were  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command ;  but 
such  suspense  was  not  long  unrewarded,  for  early  in  the  afternoon  of 
Wednesday,  the  31st,  we  were  moved  to  the  left  across  Stone's  Eiver, 
where  the  brigade  was  formed  on  an  eminence,  in  a  large,  open  field,  so 
that  the  left  flank  of  my  regiment  rested  upon  the  I^ashville  Eailroad, 
and  at  an  angle  of  about  70^  with  it.  My  regiment  was  at  no  little  incon- 
venience in  crossing  the  railroad  embankments,  but  preserved  the  align- 
ment. They,  however,  soon  encountered  more  serious  obstacles  at  a 
burnt  residence,  in  the  shape  of  out-buildings  and  strong  picket  fences, 
which  so  retarded  our  advance  as  to  detach  us  from  the  line  (only  a 
portion  of  the  Sixtieth  North  Carolina  remained  on  our  right)  and  throw 
our  part  of  the  line  into  some  derangement.  We  advanced  in  this  con- 
dition under  a  heavy  cannonade  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  had  not 
recovered  from  the  derangement  wheu  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  com- 
mence firing.  Although  we  remained  in  this  position  but  a  very  few 
minutes,  yet  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  with  grape  and  canister, 
and  the  tire  from  his  sharpshooters  making  a  partial  enfilade  upon  us, 
was  so  terrific  that  my  loss  amounted  to  55  in  killed  and  wounded.  The 
men  becoming  a  little  confused  under  such  a  withering  fire,  General 
Preston  rode  forward,  seized  the  colors,  and  dashed  into  a  cedar  glade 
just  to  the  front  and  to  the  left.  We,  however,  had  had  no  command 
to  move  forward  since  halting.  It  was,  nevertheless,  a  gallant  feat  in 
our  intrepid  brigadier,  and  met  a  gallant  response  by  the  men,  for,  with 
a  gladdening  shout,  they  rushed  forward  to  grapple  in  a  hand-to-hand 
fight  with  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  but  they  fled  precipitately  to  an 
adjacent  wood,  leaving  several  wounded  and  the  killed  to  fall  into  our 
hands.  I  sent  13  of  their  wounded  off  the  field,  and  secured  250  staud 
of  Enfield  rifles.  We  found  protection  from  the  enemy's  batteries  in 
the  glade  and  behind  the  rocks,  until  night  put  a  quiet  to  the  deafening 
din.  We  bivouacked  in  this  wood  the  ensuing  night  and  day,  throwing 
out  skirmishers  and  burying  both  our  own  and  the  enemy's  dead. 

On  Friday,  January  2,  1863,  we  were  withdrawn  from  this  position 
and  recrossed  the  river.  We  were  then  formed  on  the  extreme  right,  in 
front  of  our  first  position.  My  command  iu  the  second  line  covered  the 
center  of  Pillow's  brigade  in  the  first  line,  and  thus  we  were  moved  for- 
ward to  carry  a  strong  position  held  by  the  enemy  in  force.  The  front 
line  soon  became  engaged,  and  drove  the  first  line  of  the  enemy  before 
*hem  with  seeming  alacrity.    A  little  confusion  ensued  in  parts  of  the 


I. 
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second  liue  by  the  pressure  from  the  flanks,  but  my  command  did  not 
exhibit  the  least  disorder,  and  every  officer  and  man  seemed  to  vie  with 
his  comrade  in  coolness  and  valor.  After  driving  the  first  line  of  the 
enemy  to  liis  support,  and  hotly  engaging  him  for  a  time,  cmr  first  line 
withdrew,  and  after  they  had  passed  through  our  line  to  the  rear  we 
opened  fire,  and  such  was  the  obstinacy  with  which  our  men  contended 
for  the  supremacy  that  the  best  body  of  the  opposing  army  was  held  in 
check  for  a  considerable  time ;  but  at  length  the  line  began  to  yield  on 
our  left  and  then  on  our  right,  and  I  mean  to  detract  nothing  from  other 
gallant  regiments  by  saying  that  I  soon  found  the  Fourth  Florida  almost 
entirely  abandoned  by  the  rest  of  the  line.  The  men  still  continued  to 
fire  with  that  deliberate  accuracy  that  characterizes  the  Florida  woods- 
man, and,  I  am  satisfied,  with  much  effect,  for  we  sent  a  large  number 
of  prisoners  to  the  rear,  which  I  estimated  at  not  less  than  200.  The 
accidents  of  the  ground  which  my  command  occupied  afforded  a  partial 
protection,  and  I  determined  to  hold  it  as  long  as  practicable,  that,  if 
possible,  we  might  form  a  Hucleus  upon  which  to  rally  the  broken  line, 
but  obstinate  valor  had  to  yield  to  superior  force.  It  was  not,  however, 
until  the  men  began  to  announce  their  40  rounds  expended  that  I  gave 
the  command  to  cease  firing  and  fall  back.  Upon  gaining  a  little  emi- 
nence, I  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  smartly  turned  our  left  flank  and 
were  advancing  upon  our  right,  subjecting  us  to  a  most  cone*  ntrated 
and  destructive  fire.  Midway  the  field  through  which  we  had  advanced 
we  found  our  brigade  battery.  Its  gallant  commander  had  just  fallen, 
and  Major  Graves,  chief  of  artillery,  was  nobly  endeavoring  to  save  the 
battery  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  We  rallied  to  his 
assistance  amid  a  perfect  shower  of  leaden  hail,  but,  owing  to  the  loss 
of  horses  and  men,  only  two  pieces  were  saved.  It  was  here  my  com- 
mand sustained  its  heaviest  loss,  and  many  valuable  officers  and  brave 
men  fell,  either  killed  or  wounded.  Among  the  former  was  First  Lieut. 
S.  D.  Harris,  commanding  Company  I,  distinguished  in  both  actions  for 
his  dauntless  bravery.  He  was  wounded  and  left  on  the  field.  Among 
the  latter  was  Sergt.  L.  N.  Miller,  of  Company  H,  whom  I  ordered,  for 
his  cool  courage,  to  take  the  colors.  He  and  two  other  color-bearers 
were  shot  down.  My  adjutant  (C.  C.  Burke)  rendered  much  efficient 
aid  until  he  received  a  painful  wound  and  was  carried  off  the  field. 

Much  is  due  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  [E.]  Badger  and  Major  Lesley  for 
their  active  efficiency  in  both  actions. 

Company C,  First  Lieutenant  [J.  B.]  Parramore  commanding,  and  Com- 
pany K,  First  Lieutenant  [H.  L.]  ?vlitchell  commanding,  were  conspicu- 
ous for  gallantry  and  ready  compliance  with  every  command.  Many 
remarkable  instances  of  individual  valor  arrested  my  attentiou,  but  I 
refrain  from  particularizing  further. 

I  entered  with  423  men  and  35  officers.  For  my  loss  I  refer  you  to  the 
list*  of  casualties.  We  have  to  regret  many  valuable  lives,  but  the  sur 
vivors  live  to  avenge  their  loss'.  A  little  farther  to  the  rear,  yet  in  easy 
range  of  the  enemy's  fire,  General  Preston,  with  his  accustomed  self- 
possessioii  and  valor,  soon  restored  order  in  his  brigade,  and  night  soon 
closed  the  bloody  scene. 

1  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  L.  BOWEN, 
Golonely  Commanding  Regimetit. 

Capt.  R.  W,  Y/OOLEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL  Preston's  Brigade, 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191.  p.  679. 
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No.  237. 
Report  of  Maj.  John  T.  Lesley,  Fourxh  Florida  Infantry, 

January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Fourth  Florida 
Regiment  in  the  late  battles  before  Murfreesborough : 

On  the  evening  of  Decern  i)er  31,  1862,  the  Fourth  Florida  Regiment, 
together  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  (to  wit,  General  Pres- 
ton's), was  ordered  forward,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle  on  the  right  of 
General  Palmer's  brigade,  on  the  northwest  side  of  Stone's  River,  the 
Fourth  Florida  occupying  the  center  of  Preston's  brigade.  General 
Breckinridge,  commanding  in  person,  gave  the  command  "forward," 
which  was  promptly  repeated  by  General  Preston,  and  the  whole  brigade 
moved  forward  in  regular  order.  The  Fourth  Florida,  encountering  some 
picket  fences  on  the  route,  was  compelled  to  pull  them  down  amid  a 
most  galling  fire  of  grape,  bomb-shell,  and  canister.  Still  preserving 
perfect  order,  they  marched  forward,  amid  this  deadly  fire,  a  distance 
of  1,000  yards,  where  they  encountered  near  a  thicket  a  body  of  sharp- 
shooters, who  had  taken  shelter  therein.  At  this  critical  moment  the 
command  "  halt"  was  given.  They  were  thus  subjected  to  the  fire  from 
three  different  batteries  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  a  cross-fire  from 
the  rifles  of  the  sharpshooters.  The  command  "fire"  was  given,  which 
was  responded  to  with  alacrity.  A  hot  contest  ensued  j  the  sharp- 
shooters were  soon  driven  from  their  lurking  place.  Our  regiment  being 
at  a  halt,  and  General  Preston,  doubtless,  thinking  they  were  wavering, 
rode  forward,  seized  the  flag,  and  called  upon  the  regiment  to  charge. 
With  a  joyous  shout  our  boys  sprang  forward,  and  were  soon  in  posses- 
sion of  the  wood  that  had  lately  covered  the  enemy.  The  enemy  now 
turned  their  battery  upon  this  cedar  forest,  literally  tearing  the  trees  to 
pieces  by  their  balls,  but  doing  us  comparatively  little  damage.  Our 
loss  in  this  charge  amounted  to  about  55  killed  and  wounded. 

Again,  on  Fridaj^,  January  2,  we  were  ordered  to  prepare  for  imme- 
diate section.  Our  brigade,  together  with  Palmer's  brigade,  was  marched 
to  the  southeast  of  Stone's  River,  to  attack  a  formidable  position  of  the 
enemy  in  their  rear.  The  two  brigades  were  formed  in  an  open  field, 
when  the  command  "  forward"  was  again  given.  Palmer's  brigade  being 
the  advance,  they  charged  upon  the  enemy  amid  a  perfect  shower  of  bul- 
lets. Balls  whistling  around  us  thick  and  loud,  we  were  ordered  to  lie 
down.  In  ten  minutes  the  order  was  given,  "  Up  and  to  the  charge." 
This  order  was  responded  to  most  heartily  by  our  regiment  and  the  bri- 
gade. They  rushed  forward  with  such  impetuosity  as  to  throw  the  enemy 
for  a  moment  into  confusion.  They,  however,  soon  rallied.  A  fierce  and 
bloody  contest  now  ensued  for  about  one  hour.  There  was  one  contin- 
ual rattle  of  musketry  and  roar  of  artillery.  The  ranks  of  the  enemy 
were  being  rapidly  thinned  when  re  enforcements  came  to  their  succor, 
and  they  were  in  the  act  of  flanking  us  on  both  wings  when  the  order  was 
given  to  retreat.  Thus  was  valor  forced  to  give  ground  to  overwhelm- 
ing numbers.  I  mean  no  disparagement  to  other  gallant  regiments  to 
state  that  the  Fourth  Florida  was  the  last  to  leave  the  field. 

This,  sir,  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  part  taken  by  our  regiment  in  the 
actual  contest  of  the  great  battle  before  Murfreesborough,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  marches  and  counter- marches  we  took  in  rapid  succession 
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during  several  days  of  the  engagement,  to  defend  weak  points  upon  our 
line  where  it  was  thought  the  enemy  might  direct  their  attention. 
Our  loss  in  this  engagement  was  about  140  killed  and  wounded. 
Kespectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  T.  LESLEY, 
Major  Fourth  Florida  Volunteers, 

R.  W.  WOOLEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Preston's  Brigade, 

[Indorsement.] 

Colonel  Bowen  being  absent  when  the  order  was  received,  Major  Les- 
ley made  this  report.  Colonel  Bowen  having  returned  and  made  his 
own  report,  supersedes  Major  Lesley's,  and  renders  it  superfluous. 

W.  PRESTON, 

Brigadier-  General, 


No.  238. 

Report  of  Col.  Joseph  A.  McDowell,  Sixtieth  North  Carolina  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Tullahoma,  Tenn., 

January  11,  1863. 

General:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Sixtieth  North  Carolina  in  the  recent  battles  of  December 
31,  [1862,]  and  January  2,  [1863:] 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  28th,  we  were  ordered  into  line  of  battle  and 
occupied  our  position  on  the  right  wing,  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  Lebanon 
pike.  We  were  moved  from  point  to  point  without  being  engaged  with 
the  enemy  from  Sunday  morning  until  Wednesday,  the  31st. 

On  Wednesday,  the  31st,  about  2  p.  m.,  we  marched  across  Stone's 
River  and  formed  line  of  battle  near  the  Nashville  pike,  the  Sixtieth 
North  Carolina  occupying  the  right-center  position  of  the  brigade.  We 
were  then  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  through  an  open  field 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile.  We  advanced  in  good  order,  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  shell,  until  we  came  upon  very  serious  obstructions  in  the 
shape  of  a  large  brick  house,  out  buildings,  and  strong  picket  fencing, 
which  extended  the  length  of  our  regimental  line  of  battle.  Owing  to 
I  tbese  obstructions,  and  the  great  difficulty  of  getting  through  the  picket 
fencing,  my  regiment  was  thrown  into  some  confusion  and  the  line  was 
broken.  Company  E,  Lieutenant  [S.  C]  Wright  commanding  j  Com- 
pany F,  Cai)tain  [James  M.]  Ray ;  Company  H,  Captain  [James  T.] 
Huff,  and  Company  K,  Captain  [W.  R.J  West,  succeeded  in  making 
their  way  through  the  fence,  where  the  line  was  reformed  with  these 
companies,  and  was  obliqued  about  200  yards  through  a  cotton -field, 
taking  shelter  in  a  skirt  of  woods.  During  our  march  through  the  cot- 
ton-field we  were  subjected  to  a  most  terrific  fire  of  grape  and  shell  and 
musketry,  losing  at  this  point  about  28  in  killed  and  wounded.  We  re- 
mained for  some  time  in  this  skirt  of  woods,  our  men  keeping  up  a  brisk 
fire. 

Lieutenant  [J.  T.]  Weaver,  commanding  Company  A,  although  de- 
tached from  the  regiment  by  the  obstructions  above  mentioned,  took 
position  on  the  left  of  the  Twentieth  Tennessee,  and  fought  with  that 
regiment  until  he  regained  his  position  with  my  regiment  in  the  8kirt 
of  woods.    At  this  point  the  general  commanding  came  up  and  seized 
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the  flag  of  a  Florida  regiment,  and  advanced,  the  brigade  following  him 
into  a  cedar  thicket,  where  the  enemy  had  been  strongly  posted,  and 
from  which  position  he  had  done  us  such  serious  damage ;  but  when  we 
reached  there  he  had  ingloriously  fled,  and  we  remained  masters  of  the 
field.    Night  put  a  stop  to  further  operations,  and  we  slept  that  night  .■ 

on  our  arms. 

I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  Captains  Ray,  Huff,  and  West ; 
Lieutenant  Weaver,  commanding  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  Wright,  I 

(jommauding  Company  E,  for  their  brave  and  gallant  conduct,  and  like-  | 

wise  the  cool  and  deliberate  courage  exhibited  by  W.  T.  White,  a  private  \ 

in  Company  K;  H.  C.  Fagg,  Company  B;  little  John  [A.J  Freshour,  | 

Company  B,  and  the  color-bearer,  Francis  [M.]  Bailey,  Company  E,  and 
Corpl.  T.  J.  Garrison  and  Private  H.  IST.  Bridges,  of  Company  A,  both  of 
whom  were  seriously  wounded.    This  being  the  first  engagement  the  ' 

Sixtieth  North  Carolina  has  been  in,  I  am  gratified  to  say  that  with  but 
few  exceptions  they  acquitted  themselves  in  a  highly  commendable 
manner. 

On  Thursday,  the  1st,  we  remained  inactive,  occupying  the  ground 
gained  on  Wednesday.  ' 

On  Friday,  in  the  afternoon,  we  reoccupied  Stone's  River,  and  formed 
line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  Hanson's  and  Pillow's  brigades,  to  support 
them  in  their  attack  on  the  enemy.  Abont  4  o'clock  we  were  ordered  to 
advance,  which  we  did  in  good  order;  engaged  the  enemy  and  kept 
driving  him  before  us  until  about  sunset,  when,  it  becoming  apparent 
that  he  was  strongly  re-enforced  and  flanking  us,  we  were  ordered  to 
fall  back.  We  retired  in  perfect  order  about  300  yards,  in  advance, how- 
ever, of  our  original  line  of  battle,  and  there  reformed  our  line.  At  this 
juncture  the  general  commanding  came  up  and  ordered  us  back  to  our 
original  position. 

I  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Acting  Adjt.  Stanhope  S.  Erwin, 
who  fell,  pierced  through  the  head  by  a  minie  ball,  while  faithfully  and 
gallantly  discharging  his.  duties. 

J.  A.  Mcdowell, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Sixtieth  North  Carolina  Volunteers, 

Brigadier-General  [W.j  Preston,  I 

Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  239. 
Report  of  Ool.  T,  B,  Smith,  Twentieth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  22,  1863. 

Sm :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  brigade  headquarters,  I 
hereby  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  the  Twentieth  Tennessee 
Regiment  took  in  the  late  action  near  Murfreesborough  : 

Early  Sunday  morning,  December  28,  [1862,]  the  regiment  was  formed, 
the  men  being  fully  equipped,  their  cartridge  boxes  filled  with  ammuni- 
tion, and  two  days'  rations  in  haversacks.  The  brigade  being  formed, 
we  were  marched  through  Murfreesborough  and  out  upon  the  Lebanon 
road  about  1^  miles,  where  we  formed  line  of  battle,  our  right  resting 
on  the  road,  our  left  extending  westward.  In  this  position  we  remained 
until  near  night,  when  I  received  orders  from  General  Preston  to  move 
my  regiment  to  a  skirt  of  woods  still  farther  west,  where  we  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 


Chap.  XXXIL]  THE  STONE's  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  821 

At  noon  on  the  next  day  the  direction  of  lines  was  cl-anged ;  we  were 
then  thrown  forward  into  an  open  field,  where  we  remained  all  night. 
As  the  night  was  wet  and  cold,  my  men  made  themselves  comfortable  by 
building  large  fires. 

The  next  day  was  occupied  in  maneuvering  to  the  front  and  right  until 
about  2  p.  m.,  when  we  were  moved  to  the  left  across  the  river  at  the 
ford,  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward,  the  right  resting  on 
the  river  bank.  The  line  moved  steadily  onward  for  about  600  yards, 
when  my  regiment  fell  under  a  heavy  and  well-directed  fire  from  a  large 
party  of  the  enemy,  who  were  in  ambush  among  the  timber  and  rocks 
directly  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  My  regiment,  being  in  the  open  field 
and  unprotected  by  any  cover,  I  thought  it  best  to  order  a  charge,  which 
was  done  by  moving  by  the  right  flank  and  then  to  the  front.  In  this 
charge  I  was  wounded  and  was  brought  off  the  field.  The  charge,  as  I 
afterward  [learned],  was  successful.  The  enemy  were  dislodged  and  the 
position  held  by  my  men  until  night. 

In  this  engagement  my  officers  and  men  acted  well,  obeying  every 
command  with  alacrity. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  high  sense  of  gratitude  to  Gen- 
eral Preston  for  the  care  he  took  of  his  men,  and  the  skillfulness  he  dis- 
played in  maneuvering  us  on  the  field  and  in  bringing  us  into  action. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  B.  SMITH, 
Colonel  Twentieth  Tennessee  Regiment, 

[Capt.]  R.  W.  WooLEY, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


No.  240. 
Report  of  Maj,  F.  Claybroolce,  Twentieth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

OAMr  NEAR  TULLAHOMA,  TENN., 

January  11,  1863. 

[The  following  is]  a  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  recent  battles  near 
Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  by  the  Twentieth  Tennessee  Regiment: 

Saturday,  December  27, 1862,  orders  were  received  to  cook  rations  and 
be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning,  as  it  was  well  known  that  the 
enemy  were  approaching  in  large  force.  Officers  and  men  were  certain 
of  an  engagement,  and  each  man  felt  we  would  be  victorious.  Indeed, 
so  far  as  my  observation  extended,  I  have  never  before  seen  soldiers  in 
higher  spirits  than  were  ours  on  that  occasion.  Nor  have  I  ever  seen 
men  better  bear  up  under  the  long-continued  privations  and  hardships 
incident  to  every  battle. 

Very  early  Sunday  morning,  orders  to  that  effect  having  been  received, 
all  the  camp  equipage  was  packed  ready  to  be  placed  in  the  wagons,  the 
regiment  formed  and  marched  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Preston, 
where  the  brigade  was  formed,  our  regiment  taking  the  position  pre- 
viously assigned  us,  on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  General  Preston 
marched  us  through  the  town  and  out  upon  the  Lebanon  road  about  Ij 
miles.  Here  our  line  of  battle  was  formed;  we — the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade, and,  indeed,  the  extreme  right  of  the  front  line  of  the  army — were 
formed,  our  right  resting  on  the  road,  our  left  extending  in  the  direction 
of  Stone's  River,  which  at  this  place  runs  nearly  from  east  to  west.  In 
this  position  we  remained  for  several  hours,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
advance  a  few  hundred  yards  to  a  skirt  of  heavy  timber,  where  we  biv- 
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ouacked  for  the  uight.  Near  this  place  we  remained  antil  Wednesday 
at  noou,  doing  very  little  else  but  occasionally  changing  the  direction  of 
our  line  of  battle,  so  as  to  get  into  the  best  position  to  receive  in  case 
the  enemy  advanced. 

At  2  p.  m.  on  Wednesday  we  were  ordered  to  cross  the  river,  and, 
forming  in  line  of  battle,  to  advance  on  the  enemy.  Our  regiment  being 
on  the  right,  we  were  ordered  to  advance  down  the  bank  of  the  river. 
By  this  order,  owing  to  obstructions  in  the  front — a  large  house  called 
Cowan's  and  the  railroad  embankment — we  were  separated  from  our 
brigade.  After  an  advance  of  half  a  mile  we  encountered  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted  among  the  rocks  and  heavy  growth  of  timber  on  the 
river  bluff.  Here  the  firing  was  very  heavy,  and  we  lost  many  men  (in 
all,  about  67),  among  whom  was  Colonel  Smith,  severely  wounded  j  Cap- 
tain [John  W.]  Watkins,  of  Company  I,  and  Lieutenant  [F.  B.]  Cros- 
thwait,  of  Company  E,  killed.  We  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  from 
their  position,  killing  many  and  taking  20  prisoners,  and  followed  them 
to  the  brow  of  the  hill.  At  this  place  the  shot  and  shell  rained  uj)on 
us.  We  were  in  danger  of  being  surrounded ;  were  in  very  small  force, 
and  had  no  support.  Under  these  circumstances  I  ordered  the  men  to 
fall  back  200  yards,  and  at  this  place  we  remained  until  night,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  rejoin  our  brigade,  which  had  taken  position  under 
cover  of  a  thick  cedar  woods  on  our  left.  In  this  cover  we  lay  concealed 
until  Friday,  January  2. 

At  2  o'clock  we  recrossed  the  river  and  formed  line  of  battle  running 
parallel  with  the  river,  with  a  view  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  who  had 
crossed  over  to  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  had  heavy  batteries 
planted  on  the  banks.  At  the  command  "forward,''  our  lines  steadily 
advanced,  meeting  the  enemy  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  that  slopes  down 
to  the  river.  Here  for  a  time  the  conflict  was  desperate.  Our  regi- 
ment, being  on  the  extreme  right,  suffered  severely  from  the  enemy,  who 
attempted  to  turn  our  right,  but  we  soon  drove  them  back  and  pursued 
them  to  the  river,  where  they  sought  shelter  under  its  banks.  But  the 
opposite  bank  was  soon  lined  with  strong  re-enforcements,  and  as  they 
far  outnumbered  us  and  their  position  was  impregnable,  our  men  began 
to  fall  back  in  some  confusion;  but  our  general  (Preston),  amid  a  storm 
of  bullets,  succeeded  in  rallying  his  men. 

Mght  closed  upon  us,  and  at  8  o'clock  we  were  quietly  bivouacked  a 
short  distance  from  the  battle-field,  in  which  position  we  remained  until 
the  order  to  fall  back  was  received.. 

General  Preston,  having  in  the  first  battle  lost  many  of  his  aides,  by 
the  consent  of  Lieatenant-Colonel  Lavender,  commanding  the  regiment, 
detached  Major  Claybrooke  from  his  regiment  to  act  as  his  aide. 

In  this  battle  we  lost  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lavender;  whether  wounded 
or  not,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  was  67,  making  a  total  loss 
of  134.     In  this  last  engagement  we  took  nearly  200  prisoners. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  efforts  of  General  Preston,  who,  re- 
gardless of  danger,  went  everywhere,  encouraging  and  rallying  the  men; 
nor  of  the  many  brave  men  of  my  command  who  fbught  bravely  through 
both  engagements. 

During  the  action  four  color-bearers  were  shot,  c^ir  flag-staff  thrice 
shot  in  two,  and  the  color  itself  riddled  by  balls. 

Many  distinguished  instances  came  under  my  eye.  but  I  refrain  Irom 
particularizing,  as  I  would  not  do  so  without  seeming  partial. 
I  remain,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  CLAYBKOOKE, 
Major,  Commanding  Tioentieth  Tennessee  RegimenU 
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Report  of  Lieut.  John  W.  Mebane,  Wrighfs  Tennessee  battery 

,  1863. 


[I  have  the  honor  to  report  the]  part  taken  in  the  battle  before  Mur- 
freesborough  by  Capt.  E.  E.  Wright's  battery,  light  artillery,  General 
Preston's  brigade,  General  Breckinridge's  division : 

The  battery  was  ordered  out  about  8  o'clock  Sunday  morning,  De- 
cember 28,  1862,  and  took  a  position  2  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  on 
the  left  of  the  Lebanon  road,  in  the  center  of  General  Preston's  brigade. 
We  held  the  position  until  3  p.  m.,  when  we  retired  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  on  the  south  side  of  a  small  branch,  where  we  remained  in  biv- 
ouac until  Monday  evening,  3  o'clock,  when  we  moved  1  mile  to  the  left 
of  our  first  position,  and  took  a  position  in  the  edge  of  a  thick  wood  on 
the  south  side  of  a  field,  opposite  some  log-houses  on  the  north  side, 
which  were  burning  at  the  time  we  took  our  position.  We  held  the 
last-mentioned  position  until  near  sunset  Tuesday  evening,  when  we 
moved  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  left  of  our  second  position,  and 
took  a  position  just  in  the  south  side  of  the  last-mentioned  field,  be- 
tween the  brigades  of  General  Preston  and  Colonel  Palmer,  General 
Preston  on  our  right  and  Colonel  Palmer  on  our  left.  We  held  our 
third  position  until  Wednesday  morning  about  sunrise,  when  Captain 
Wright  received  orders  to  report  with  his  battery  to  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  Hardee,  on  the  left  of  our  lines.  He  reported  as  ordered,  and  was 
ordered  to  park  his  battery  in  a  field  about  half  a  mile  west  of  Stone's 
River,  ou  the  Franklin  road.  We  remained  iu  park  until  Thursday 
evening,  2  o'clock,  when  we  were  ordered  to  take  a  position  on  the  Wil- 
kinson pike,  about  2  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  where  we  remained 
until  2  p.  m.  Friday,  when  Captain  Wright  received  orders  from  General 
Bragg  to  report  with  his  battery  at  the  Nashville  Ford,  on  Stone's  River, 
where  he  would  be  met  by  a  staff  officer,  who  would  show  him  his  posi- 
tion. Captain  Wright  moved  his  battery  to  the  ford,  and  no  officer 
making  his  appearance.  Captain  Wright  moved  his  battery  about  a 
mile  northwest  from  the  ford,  to  where  General  Breckinridge's  division 
was  in  line,  and,  learning  that  General  Breckinridge  would  make  an 
attack  at  4  p.  m.,  Captain  Wright  moved  his  battery  on  the  right  of  the 
division,  and  advanced  with  General  Preston's  brigade.  We  passed 
through  an  open  skirt  of  woods  about  100  yards  in  width  into  a  corn 
field  about  400  yards  wide.  We  advanced  about  200  yards  iu  the  field, 
I  and  opened  fire  on  a  Federal  battery  about  300  yards  obliquely  to  our 
right.  As  we  were  advancing  at  a  gallop  in  the  field,  before  taking  our 
first  position,  the  off  lead  horse  in  one  of  our  6-pounder  gun  teams  was 
struck  in  the  head  with  a  ball  and  fell  dead.  Before  the  team  could  be 
halted,  the  carriage  was  rushed  against  the  horse  and  the  pole  broken, 
which  caused  the  piece  not  to  be  in  action  in  our  first  position  at  all. 
We  continued  firing  on  the  battery  and  a  column  of  infantry,  which 
was  filing  to  the  right  in  rear  of  the  battery,  about  fifteen  minutes,  when 
the  Federal  battery  ceased  firing  on  us,  and  we  limbered  to  the  front  to 
advance. 

I  received  a  very  painful  wound  in  my  left  arm  from  a  fragment  of  a 
shell  about  the  time  my  section  had  fired  the  first  round,  but  remained 
in  the  action  until  the  command  was  given  to  limber  to  the  front,  when 
Captain  Wright  ordered  me  .to  the  rear  to  have  my  wound  dressed,  and 
ordered  Lieutenant  [J.  C  ]  Grant  up  with  the  limbers  of  the  caissons.  I 
conducted  Lieutenant  Grant  to  the  field  and  pointed  out  to  him  the 
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position  of  the  battery,  and  went  back  to  have  my  wound  dressed,  but, 
before  the  surgeon  had  finished,  our  lines  had  fallen  back  to  their  first 
position. 

For  the  report  from  the  time  we  limbered  to  the  front  at  our  first 
position  until  we  fell  back  from  the  field,  I  am  indebted  to  Lieutenant 
[J.  W.j  Phillips.     It  is  as  follows: 

After  limbering  to  the  front,  the  battery  was  ordered  by  Major  Graves 
by  a  left-oblique  to  the  left  of  the  field,  under  the  cover  of  a  small  hill, 
where  it  remained  about  ten  minutes,  when  it  was  again  ordered  by 
Major  Graves  by  a  right-oblique  to  the  right  of  the  field,  on  the  top  of  a 
long  hill  formerly  occupied  by  the  enemy.  When  we  reached  the  top 
of  the  hill  our  men  were  in  full  retreat ;  but  we  opened  on  the  enemy 
with  spherical  case  and  canister,  and  continued  to  fire  with  effect  until 
the  enemy  had  charged  within  75  yards  of  our  pieces.  Here  it  was  that 
Captain  Wright  fell,  mortally  wounded,  and  three  men  carried  his  body  to 
the  rear.  Just  after  Captain  Wright  fell.  Major  Graves  gave  the  com- 
mand "  limber  to  the  rear,"  and  just  as  the  pieces  were  limbered  up  he 
gave  the  command  to  unlimber  and  fire  double  charges  of  canister,  which 
command  was  obeyed  by  firing  about  one  round  to  the  piece,  when  the 
command  "limber  to  the  rear"  was  again  given  by  Major  Graves  ;  but 
only  two  of  the  pieces  were  ever  limbered  up  and  the  others  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  gunner  and  two  of  the  men  of  one  of  the  lost 
pieces  had  gone  to  the  rear  with  the  captain's  body,  another  one  had 
been  shot,  and  the  others  in  the  general  panic  had  gone  to  the  rear. 
This  left  not  one  to  raise  the  trail  except  Sergeant  Wright,  who  was 
unable  to  do  it.  Two'  horses  of  the  limber  of  the  other  lost  gun  were 
shot  down  while  moving  the  limber  to  the  trail,  and  the  men  would  have 
been  captured  had  they  remained  to  cut  them  out,  so  close  had  the 
enemy  charged  to  them.  Had  our  battery  gone  to  the  rear  when  the 
other  batteries  of  the  division  did,  we  would  have  saved  our  guns ;  but 
being  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  chief  of  artillery,  we  did 
not  move  without  orders  from  him.  We  carried  two  pieces  and  four 
caissons  from  the  field,  and  were  ordered  to  the  rear  as  unfit  for  service 
by  General  Preston. 

Saturday  we  endeavored  to  fit  out  one  section  for  service,  but  the  day 
was  so  very  rainy  that  we  did  not  complete  it  until  late  in  the  evening, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  prepare  to  evacuate  the  place. 

The  loss  of  the  battery  may  be  summed  up  thus :  Killed — offtcers,  1 ; 
non-commissioned  officers,  1 ;  enlisted  men,  4.  Wounded — officers,  1 ; 
non-commissioned  officers,  3 ;  enlisted  men,  4.    Total,  14. 

[We  had]  10  horses  killed  and  2  guns  lost. 
Very  respectfully, 

JI^O.  W.  MEBANE, 
Ideutencmt,  Commanding  Wrighfs  Battery, 

rtndor8emeiit.J 

Headquabtebs  Pbeston's  Bbigade, 
Bbeokinbidge's  Division,  Abmy  of  Tennessee, 

TullaJioma^  Tenn.»,  February  21,  1863. 
The  foregoing  are  official  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of 
regimtjnts  and  battery  of  Preston's  brigade,  Breckinridge's  division,  C.  S. 
Army,  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  from  the  originals  transmitted 
to  division  headquarters. 

W.  E.  CHAMBLI8S, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjuta/nt-GeneraL 
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Report  of  Col  Robert  P.  Trahue,  Fourth  Kentucky  Infantry^  commanding 

Fourth  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Trabue's  (late  Hanson's)  Brioade, 

Tullahoma^  Tenn.,  January  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  untimely  fall  of  the  gallant  and  lamented  Hanson,  brigadier- 
general  commanding  this  brigade,  in  the  engagement  on  Friday,  the  2d 
instant,  at  Murfreesborough,  imposes  on  me  the  duty  of  reporting,  to  the 
extent  of  my  knowledge,  the  operations  of  the  brigade  prior  to  and  after 
his  fall  in  the  battle  before  that  place. 

On  Sunday,  the  brigade  having  received  orders  to  that  effect,  marched 
from  their  camp  in  rear  of  Murfreesborough,  at  8  a.  m.,  to  the  position  in 
the  front  line  of  battle  indicated  for  our  occupation.  This  brigade 
formed  the  left  of  General  Breckinridge's  division,  and  in  line  rested 
with  its  left  on  or  near  Stone's  Eiver,  extending  eastward  until  the  right 
was  united  to  Colonel  Palmer's  brigade.  The  position  first  taken  up 
(the  exact  line  not  having  been  pointed  out)  was  along  the  skirt  of 
woods  in  rear  of  the  open  fields  east  and  south  of  Stone's  River,  which 
afforded,  by  the  existence  of  a  small  ridge  running  parallel  with  the 
front,  and  a  consequent  depression  immediately  in  rear,  very  good  pro- 
tection against  the  enemy's  long-range  artillery. 

On  Monday,  Semple's  battery  of  six  Napoleon  guns,  furnished  by  the 
chief  of  artillery,  was  placed  on  the  crest  immediately  in  front  of  the  right 
wing,  and  Cobb's  batter}^  was  held  to  be  placed  later.  Thus  formed  in 
line,  the  Fourth  Kentucky  was  on  the  right;  Second  Kentucky  second, 
xMajor  [James  W.]  Hewitt ;  Forty-first  Alabama  third,  Colonel  [H.] 
Talbird  ;  Sixth  Kentucky  fourth.  Colonel  [Joseph  H.]  Lewis,  and  Ninth 
Kentucky  on  the  left,  Colonel  [T.  H.]  Hunt. 

Oil  Monday  evening  it  was  perceived  that  the  enemy  meant  to  occupy 
immediately  all  the  advantageous  positions  in  our  front,  of  which  he 
could  possess  himself,  for  artillery.  A  prominent  elevation  existed  1,000 
yards  in  front  of  our  left,  which  General  Breckinridge  desired  we  should 
hold,  notwithstanding  it  was  liable  to  assault,  being  isolated  1,000  yards 
in  front  of  our  lines.  To  this  end,  Colonel  Hunt,  with  the  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky, Colonel  Lewis,  Sixth  Kentucky,  Lieutenant  Colonel  [M.  L.]  Stan- 
sel.  Forty-first  Alabama,  and  Cobb's  battery,  were  ordered  to  occupy  it. 
Throwing  out  skirmishers,  they  were  soon  engaged  with  those  of  the 
enemy.  The  force  above  named  was  then  moved  up  to  the  front  in  sup- 
port of  the  skirmishers,  and  succeeded  in  establishing  Cobb's  battery  on 
the  eminence.  This  was  not  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  two  valu- 
able of&cers — Lieutenants  [A.  J.]  Beale  and  [O.J  Kennard,  of  Company 
D,  Ninth  Kentucky,  the  former  severely  and  the  latter  slightly  wounded. 
By  this  time  it  was  dark,  when  the  enemy  endeavored  in  a  spirited  effort 
to  retake  the  position,  rapidly  driving  in  our  skirmishers,  and  approach- 
iDg  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  battery.  This  attempt  was  frustrated 
by  promi)tly  advancing  the  Forty-first  Alabama,  under  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Stansel,  when  the  enemy  were  driven  off  in  confusion,  leaving  two 
of  their  dead  near  the  battery.  Our  loss  here  amounted  to  not  less  than 
10  wounded,  falling  mainly  on  the  Sixth  Kentucky  and  Cobb's  battery, 
among  whom  was  Lieutenant  [J.  B.j  Holman,  Sixth  Kentucky. 

On  Tuesday  night  these  regiments  were  withdrawn,  and  I,  with  thf. 
Second  and  Fourth  Kentucky  and  Cobb's  battery,  occupied  this  posi- 
tion.    It  was  deemed  of  the  last  importance  to  hold  this  hill,  and 
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orders  wore  received  to  do  so  at  all  hazards,  it  being  called  the  key  of 
the  battle-field. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  entire  brigade  was  brought  up,  having 
been  re- en  forced  by  a  section  of  Lumsden's  battery,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant [J.  A.]  Chalaron,*  and  a  section  of  Washington  Artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  [E.]  Tarrant.  Semple's  battery  having  taken 
up  a  position  600  yards  in  rear  and  left  of  us,  a  section  of  this  battery 
replaced  for  one  night  Cobb's  battery.  During  the  week  which  followed 
we  were  kept  here  bivouacking  in  the  mud  and  rain,  and  exposed  to  an 
incessant  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  and  sharpshooters.  A  tem- 
porary and  slight  intrenchment  was  made,  which,  to  some  extent,  pro- 
tected the  batteries ;  but  the  casualties  at  this  place  were  not  inconsid- 
erable (amounting  to  40  men),  as  stated  above,  and  as  will  appear  by 
reference  to  regimental  reports. 

During  the  engagement  of  Wednesday,  time  and  again  did  the  gal- 
lant Cobb,  aided  by  his  not  less  gallant  lieutenants  and  three  sections 
before  referred  to,  disperse  the  enemy's  columns  as  they  endeavored  to 
succor  that  part  of  their  force  engaged  with  the  right  of  the  left  wing 
of  the  army.  Indeed,  during  every  day  of  our  occupation  of  this  hill 
our  battery  did  signal  service,  frequently  driving  the  enemy's  artillery 
away  and  often  dispersing  his  infantry.  All  this  while  the  brigade  cov- 
ered more  than  a  mile  of  front  with  skirmishers  and  pickets,  using  for 
that  purpose  from  six  to  ten  companies  daily.  These  advanced  to 
within  100  yards  of  the  enemy  in  many  places,  and  were  hourly  en- 
gaged. 

On  this  hill  Cobb's  battery  lost  8  men ;  Colonel  Hunt,  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky, lost  a  most  excellent  officer  killed  (his  adjutant,  Henry  M.  Curd), 
whose  death  all  lament,  and  wounded  Capt.  Joseph  Desha,  whose  sub- 
sequent conduct  elicited  universal  praise,  together  with  Lieutenants 
[G.J  Lewis,  Company  A,  and  [H.]  Buchanan,  Company  H,  wounded, 
and  3  other  officers  and  23  privates.  (JSee  detailed  statement.)  Colonel 
Lewis,  Sixth  Kentucky,  lost  slightly  here ;  Lieatenant-Colonel  Stansel, 
Forty-first  Alabama,  lost  here  two  of  his  best  officers  and  several  men; 
the  Second  and  Fourth  Kentucky,  though  equally  exposed,  lost  less  at 
this  point. 

On  Friday,  the  2d  instant,  at  3  o'clock,  the  order  came  to  move  to  the 
right  and  front,  and  form  the  left  of  the  front  line  of  General  Breckin- 
ridge's division  to  attack  that  portion  of  the  enemy's  left  which  were 
posted  in  the  woods  and  ravines  on  the  south  side  of  Stone's  River,  op- 
posite the  extreme  right  of  our  army,  which  was  done.  Colonel  Hunt, 
with  his  regiment,  remained  at  the  hill,  ordered  to  support  the  battery, 
and  six  companies  were  kept  out  as  before  on  picket  duty,  thus  leaving 
us  for  the  fight  about  1,200  men. 

Stone's  River  in  front  of  this  new  position  runs  nearly  parallel  with 
the  new  line,  but  inclines  to  the  point  occupied  by  the  right  of  this  bri- 
gade, When,  by  a  change  of  direction  to  the  north,  it  runs  for  some  dis- 
tance nearly  perpendicularly  from  the  front  of  our  line.  At  this  point, 
whence  the  river  changes  its  direction  northward,  is  a  skirt  of  woods 
and  an  elevated  ridge,  behind  which  and  in  the  ravine  and  woods  the 
enemy  lay  concealed.  To  the  right  of  our  line  the  enemy  were  likewise 
posted  in  a  woods,  thus  outflanking  us.  One  thousand  yards  in  the  front 
from  this  first  skirt  of  woods  is  a  ford  of  the  river,  while  the  bank  of  the 
river  opposite  us,  between  the  ford  and  point  of  attack,  overlooks  the 

*  The  above  account  of  commanders  of  sections  of  artillery  is  undoubtedly  incorrect, 
as  Chalaron  belonged  to  Washiugton  Artillery  and  Tarrant  belonged  to  Lumsdeii's 
battery. 
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south  aud  east  bank.  One  mile  farther  down  the  river  is  another  ford, 
as  f  have  since  learned.  This  topography,  as  well  as  the  enemy's 
strength,  was  wholly  unknown  to  us. 

The  two  lines  of  the  division  havi:ig  been  formed,  the  signal  for  attack 
was  sounded  at  4  p.  m.,  when  this  brigade  in  line  moved  steadily  forward 
to  the  attack,  with  arms  loaded  and  bayonets  fixed,  instructed  to  fire 
once  and  then  charge  with  the  bayonet.  The  peculiar  nature  of  the 
ground  and  direcdon  of  the  river  and  the  eagerness  of  the  troops  caused 
the  lines  of  General  Pillow's  (formerly  Palmer's)  brigade  and  this  bri- 
gade to  lap  on  the  crest  of  the  hill,  but  the  fury  of  the  charge  and  the 
efl'ective  fire  of  the  lines  put  the  enemy  at  once  to  flight.  All  in  front  of 
us  that  were  not  killed  or  captured  ran  across  the  river  at  the  ford  and 
out  of  range  of  our  fire,  as  did  a  battery  which  had  been  posted  oft'  to 
our  right,  and  many  of  the  infantry  mentioned  before  as  being  on  the 
right  likewise  fled  across  this  ford.  A  part,  however,  of  this  force,  dou- 
ble quicking  toward  4he  ford  from  their  position,  finding  they  would  be 
cut  off,  formed  in  line  to  our  right  on  a  ridge,  and,  not  being  assailed, 
held  this  ground.  Meanwhile,  and  from  the  moment  of  beginning  the 
attack,  the  enemy's  artillery  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  directed 
on  us  a  most  destructive  fire.  Very  soon,  too,  the  crests  of  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  swarmed  with  infantry,  whose  fire  was  terrible.  Thus 
exposed  to  the  fire,  seeminglj,  of  ail  his  artillery  and  a  large  portion 
of  his  iulantry  from  unassailable  positions,  as  well  as  to  the  flanking  fire 
from  the  right ,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  withdraw.  This  was  done 
slowly,  though  not  in  the  best  order,  resulting  mainly  from  the  confu- 
sion consequent  upon  the  too  early  advance  of  the  second  line  into  the 
ground  already  too  much  crowded  by  the  first.  The  lines  were  reformed 
about  600  yards  in  rear  of  the  river,  and  near  the  line  from  which  we 
advanced  to  the  attack. 

While  thus  engaged  in  reforming  my  own  regiment,  I  received  intel- 
ligence of  the  fall  of  General  Hanson,  when  I  took  command  of  the  bri- 
gade, the  other  regiments  of  which  had  likewise  been  reformed.  This 
brigade  in  the  battle  having  advanced  to  within  80  yards  of  the  ford, 
a  part  of  Colonel  Lewis'  Sixth  Kentucky  aud  a  part  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky having  crossed  the  river  a  little  to  the  left,  when  near  the  ford, 
slightly  protected  by  a  picket  fence  on  this  side,  they  fought  the  enemy 
across  the  river  until  the  rear  having  fallen  back  made  it  necessary  to 
withdraw  them  also. 

I  obtained  returns  on  the  field  showing  still  in  line  more  than  half 
the  men  with  which  we  started  out,  notwithstanding  a  loss  of  33  per 
cent.  I  remained  in  line  until  9  o'clock,  having  replenished  the  car- 
tridge-boxes, when  I  received  orders  to  return  to  my  original  position 
on  the  hill,  which  was  obeyed. 

We  remained  in  this  position  until  Sunday  morning  at  1  a.m.,  when, 
having  been  assigned  the  duty  of  bringing  up  the  rear,  we  moved  off, 
with  Colonel  Hunt's  Ninth  Kentucky,  Forty -first  Alabama,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stansel,  and  Cobb's  battery  being  detailed  as  special  rear  guard. 
My  pickets  were  withdrawn  at  3  a.  m.  by  Captain  [C]  Bosche,  of  Ninth 
Kentucky,  under  direction  of  Captain  Martin,  of  General  Breckinridge's 
staff. 

I  have  thus  briefly  given  you  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  bri- 
gade, omitting  many  details  and  incidents  creditable  to  individuals  and 
to  the  command. 

In  the  absence  of  a  report  from  my  own  regiment  (Fourth  Kentucky) 
prior  to  the  time  when  1  took  command  of  the  brigade,  I  will  state  simply 
that  both  officers  and  men  did  their  duty.    WiBis  [S.]  Eoberts,  major, 
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was  killed  early  in  the  action  by  a  grape  shot.  Than  him  there  was 
none  a  more  gallant  offi(XM'.  He  had  not  recovered  from  wounds  re 
ceived  at  Baton  Rouge.  Lieutenant  Colonel  [Joseph  P.]  Nuckols  was 
wounded  in  slioulder,  near  picket  fence.  Captain  [W.  P.]  Bramblett, 
First  Lieutenant  [G.  B.j  Burnley,  Second  Lieutenants  [Green  F.]  Hig 
giuson,  [N.  D.]  Clayton,  [and  Eobert]  Dunn  were  killed,  and  Lieuten- 
ants [Isham  T.]  Dudley,  Robert  Moore  (since  said  to  have  died),  John 
[B.J  Moore,  [William]  Lashbrooke,  and  [R.  A.]  Thompson  were  wounded, 
together  with  privates  and  nou  commissioned  officers. 

One  company  (Captain  [J.  L.]  Trice's),  being  on  picket  duty,  was  not 
in  the  engagement. 

The  color-bearer  (Robert  Lindsey),  being  wounded,  refused  to  allow 
any  one  to  accompany  him  to  the  rear,  although  bleeding  at  the  mouth 
and  nose.  He  handed  the  colors  on  return  to  Private  Jones,  who  w^as 
killed,  when  they  were  borne  to  the  last  by  Joseph  Nichols,  of  Com- 
pany F. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  of  23  officers  of  this  regiment  who  went  into 
the  fight,  7  were  killed  and  G  wounded. 

The  command  of  the  regiment  was,  on  my  assuming  command  of  the 
brigade,  turned  over  to  Captain  [Thomas  W.]  Thompson. 

The  detailed  statements  heretofore  furnished  show  the  casualties  to 
have  been  as  follows : 


2d  Kentucky 
4th  Kentucky 
6th  Kentucky 
9th  Kentucky  . 

41st  Alabama  . . 

Cobb's  battery 


Total 

Aggregate 


ComniMnd. 


1 


14 

12 

2 

1 

18 
3 


50 


I 


70 
47 
60 
28 
89 
3 


297 


bjD 


24 
11 
14 


36 


84 


431 


The  conduct  of  Colonel  Lewis,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stansel,  Forty -first 
Alabama;  Maj.  James  [  W.]  Hewitt,  Second  Kentucky ;  Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel Kuckols  and  Captain  Thompson,  of  Fourth  Kentucky,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  other  field  and  company  officers  engaged,  was  gallant  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  the  men  repeated  also  the  steadiness  and  courage 
which  characterized  them  at  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Baton  Rouge,  Vicks- 
burg,  and  Hartsville. 

Lieutenants  [T.  E.]  Stake  and  [Joseph]  Benedict  and  Captain  [S.  F.] 
Chipley,  of  General  Hanson's  staff",  bore  themselves  with  exemplary 
courage. 

My  thanks  ^re  due,  too,  to  the  medical  staff  and  to  Captain  Semple, 
division  ordnance  ofi&cer,  and  Acting  Lieut.  Presley  Trabue,  brigade 
ordnance  officer,  for  their  promptness  in  bringing  up  supplies  of  ammu- 
nition, and  to  my  adjutant,  Robert  H.  Williams,  of  Fourth  Kentucky. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  more  special  mention  of  one  whose 
gallantry  and  capacity  we  all  witnessed  with  pride,  and  whose  loss  we 
and  the  whole  army  sincerely  deplore.  I  mean  the  gallant  General  Han- 
son, who  fell  in  the  pride  of  his  manhood  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
nobly  doing  his  duty.  His  wound  was  mortal,  and  death  ensued  on 
Sunday  morning,  at  5  o'clock. 


Chap.  XXXn.] 


THE  stone's  river  CAMPAIGN. 


82! 


Colonel  Hunt,  Ninth  Kentucky,  although  not  in  the  engagement  of 
Friday,  deserves  commendation  for  his  conduct  prior  and  subsequent 
to  that  time,  as  do  the  other  officers  and  the  men  of  his  regiment. 
Respectfully, 

E.  P.  TRABUE, 
Colonely  Commanding  Brigade 
T.  O'Hara, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

P.  S. — The  missing  list  comprises  those  who  went  into  the  engage- 
ment, but  were  not  seen  to  come  out.  They  must  have  been  killed  or 
wounded.  I  find,  also,  1  have  omitted  to  mention  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Stansel  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  leg,  but  did  not  quit 
the  field,  and  still  commands  his  regiment. 


[Addenda.] 

Abstract  from  morning  report  of  Keniueky  Brigade,  Col.  B.  P.  Trabue  commanding ^  for  Jan- 
uary 8,  1863. 


OoouuncL 


Present  for 
duty. 


I 


i 
I 

bfi 


s 

IS 


W) 
W) 


Field  and  staff... 
4l8t  Alabama — 

2d   Ken  tacky... 

4th  Kentucky... 

6th  Kentucky... 

9th  Kentucky  *  . 
Roberts'  cavalry" 
Cobb's  battery... 


5 
24 
25 
18 
21 


369 
290 
283 
J  87 


5 
621 
411 
392 
255 


6 

938 
675 
518 
431 


89 


104 


133 


Total. 


07 


1,218 


1,688 


2,701 


6 

1,  055 

713 

544 

451 


136 


2,005 


No.  243. 
Report  of  Lieut,  CoL  M,  L,  Stansel,  Forty-first  Alabama  Infantry. 

TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  performances 
of  this  regiment  in  the  recent  seven  days^  battles  in  front  of  Murfrees- 
borough,  Tenn. : 

On  Sunday,  December  28,  this  regiment,  together  with  the  other  reg- 
iments composing  Hanson's  brigade,  acting  under  orders  proceeding 
from  general  headquarters,  proceeded  to  Wayne's  Hill  and  formed  line 
of  battle  in  rear  and  in  support  of  Cobb's  battery  and  a  section  of  the 
Washington  Artillery,  as  also  a  section  of  Lumsden's  battery.  In  this 
position  we  remained  for  several  days,  exposed  to  a  constant  and  galling 
fire  both  from  the  enemy's  artillery  and  sharpshooters,  awaiting  an 
evidently  contemplated  attack  upon  that  point.  During  this  time  two 
of  our  best  lieutenants  ([James  T.]  Hardaway  and  [N.  B.]  Lenderman) 
and  Private  Suddeth  were  killed  and  a  number  of  our  men  wounded  j 
still,  however,  we  held  our  position  against  the  most  terrific  assaults  the 


*  Absent  on  outpost  duty. 
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enemy  could  bring  to  bear  against  it—  a  point  called  by  General  Bragg 
himself  the  key  of  the  battle-field. 

On  Friday  evening,  January  2,  this  regiment,  together  with  the  Sec- 
ond, Fourth,  and  Sixth  Kentucky  Eegimeuts,  was  ordered  to  the  right 
of  our  position,  and  proceeded  down  Stone's  Eiver  to  a  point  about  1 
mile  north  of  Wayne's  Hill,  to  make  an  attack  upon  a  strong  body  of  ^ 
the  enemy  in  force  there.     In  this  attack,  from  which  ensued  a  most 
terrific  battle,  my  officers  and  men  demeaned  themselves  most  gallantly, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them  across  the  river  entirely  from  the  posi-i 
tion  they  held,  pushing  forward  until  they  came  within  the  raking  fire] 
of  the  powerful  batteries  of  the  enemy  planted  on  the  opposite  bank  of  j 
the  river  and  supported  by  almost  their  entire  army. 

So  gallant  was  the  general  conduct  of  my  officers  and  men  in  this  the  | 
hardest  struggle  of  the  battle,  that  it  would  seem  invidious  to  discrimi- 
nate between  them. 

The  annexed  is  a  correct  list*  of  the  casualties  in  the  battle,  which! 
shows  the  following  result :  Killed,  18 ;  wounded,  90  j  missing,  35  5  total,' 
143. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  L.  STANSEL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg,  Forty -first  Begt.  Alabama  Vols, 

Col.  R.  P.  Teabue, 

Commanding  Ra/nsov^s  Brigade, 


Ko.  244. 

Report  ofMaj.  James  W.  Hewitt,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry. 

TULLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  10, 1863. 

Sm :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  on  Sunday  morning,  December 
28,  [1862,]  I  left  camp  with  my  command  and  proceeded  to  a  position  1^ 
miles  north  of  Murfreesborough,  where,  in  company  with  the  brigade, 
I  remained  until  the  following  morning,  when  I  was  ordered  about  300 
yards  in  advance,  fronting  the  enemy's  left  center.  I  then  threw  out 
my  flank  companies  (A  and  G)  as  skirmishers  half  a  mile  farther  to  the 
front,  occupying  a  position  in  sight  and  range  of  the  enemy.  After  re- 
maining in  that  position  about  two  hours,  I  received  orders  to  take  uiy 
command  back  to  their  former  position. 

On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  29th  instant,  I  was  ordered  to  send  two 
companies  (Company  B,  Captain  [Joel]  Higgins,  and  Company  H,  Lieu- 
tenant [A.  K.]  Lair)  to  support  a  battery  in  the  field  in  the  rear  of  Cobb's 
battery,  where  they  remained  until  said  battery  changed  position.  The 
same  evening  I  was  ordered  with  my  command  (eight  companies,  two 
companies  being  still  on  picket  duty)  to  a  hill  immediately  in  front  of 
the  enemy,  where,  in  company  with  the  balance  of  our  brigade,  we  re 
mained  until  Friday  evening  as  a  support  to  Cobb's  battery,  a  section 
of  the  Washington  Artillery,  and  a  section  of  Semple's  artillery,  exposed 
continually  to  a  severe  fire. 

On  Friday  evening,  about  3  o'clock,  in  company  with  the  other  regi 
ments  of  our  brigade,  we  advanced  about  a  mile  to  the  right  of  our  [)08i 
tion,  and,  forming  in  line  of  battle,  we  advanced  across  an  open  field  to 
a  piece  of  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy,  about  a  mile  from  where  our 


*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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line  was  formed.  After  driving  the  enemy  across  the  river,  vfe  still  ad- 
vanced to  a  picket  fence  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  enemy's 
re-enforcements  and  in  range  of  sixteen  of  their  guns,  which  continually 
threw  among  us  a  shower  of  shot  and  shell,  which,  in  addition  to  heav;\' 
re-enforcements,  compelled  us  to  fall  back  to  our  former  position  in  the 
woods,  where  we  reformed  under  your  command,  General  Hanson  havin^^ 
been  carried  off  the  field  mortally  wounded. 

About  9  p.  m.,  under  the  command  of  Captain  [James  W.]  Moss,  acting: 
major  (I  being  compelled  to  leave  the  field  from  the  effects  of  a  shell), 
we  were  ordered  back  to  the  rifle-pits,  where  we  remained  until  Sunday 
a.  m.  (1  o'clock),  when  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  for  our  presenf» 
position.  I  would  further  state  that  in  going  into  action  I  had  nin(^ 
companies  (Company  K,  Captain  [E.]  Joyes,  being  on  picket  duty), 
numbering  346  men  and  officers,  and  that  we  lost  in  the  engagement 
108  officers  and  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  among  whom  were 
Lieutenants  [F.]  Tryon  and  [S.  B.l  Hawes,  left  on  tbe  field,  supposed  to 
be  mortally  wounded  j  Captains  [H.]  McDowell  and  [H.  B.]  Eodgers, 
Adjutant  [T.  E.]  Moss,  Lieutenants  [L.  C]  Moss,  [W.  J.]  Hays,  [E.  H.] 
Innis,  and  [C.  W.]  Kleisendorff  wounded  and  brought  off  the  field.  My 
color-guard,  with  one  exception,  were  all  either  killed  or  wounded. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  without  an  exception,  both 
officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  bravery. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  HEWITT, 
Major,  Commanding  Begiment. 

Col.  R.  P.  Trabue, 

Commanding  Ransonh  Brigade* 


^o.  245. 

Beport  of  Col.  Joseph  H,  Lewis^  Sixth  Kentuolcy  Infantry, 

Camp  Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 

Sm :  Herewith  is  a  report  of  what  concerns  my  own  command  of  the 
recent  battles  at  Murfreesboroiigh,  Tenn. 

For  a  clear  understanding  of  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  I  will, 
as  far  as  my  limited  opportunities  allowed  me  to  observe,  describe  the 
field  of  its  operations.  At  the  ford,  1  mile  below  the  turnpike  bridge, 
the  river,  whose  general  course  is  northward,  bends  toward  the  west  and 
continues  in  that  direction  half  a  mile,  when,  by  a  curve  at  right  angles, 
it  takes  its  previous  northward  course,  and  continues  it  for  1  mile  or 
more  to  a  ford  at  which  the  enemy  crossed  during  the  engagement  Fri- 
day afternoon.  The  left  of  Breckinridge's  division  and  of  Hanson's  bri- 
gade extended  to  the  river  a  few  hundred  paces  below  the  first-named 
ford .  At  the  point  of  the  second  curve  a  rocky  bluff  sets  in  and  continues 
to  tbe  lower  ford,  except  at  a  point  600  or  800  yards  below,  where  there 
is  a  slight  depression.  For  this  distance  the  ground  is  timbered  suffi- 
ciently to  afford  protection  to  the  enemy.  The  ground  rises  gradually 
irom  thence  400  or  600  yards  to  an  eminence  fuUy  as  elevated  as  the 
hill  on  which  Cobb's  battery  was  placed.  On  the  opposite  [side]  of  and 
bordering  on  the  river,  300  yards  below  the  first  named  ford,  commences 
a  belt  of  timber  about  100  yards  wide  and  extends  nearly  to  the  second 
bend  of  the  river.  Bounded  on  the  south  and  west  by  the  river,  on  the 
north  by  thick  woods  and  partly  on  the  east  by  a  thicket,  is  a  large  field, 
or.  rather,  two  fields,  containing  between  60  and  80  acres.    The  field 
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toward  the  south  was  covered  with  tall  weeds,  and  upon  an  eminence  in 
it,  about  the  height  of  the  bluff  on  the  opposite  side,  a  battery  was  placed 
and  earthworks  thrown  up  early  Wednesday  uioruing.  About  400  yards 
north  of  this  in  the  other  (a  corn-field),  was  a  mound  considerably  more 
elevated,  upon  wliich  Cobb's  battery  was  placed  and  rifle-pits  dug.  North 
of  this  was  thick  woods  extending  up  to  the  river  and  down  it  about  half 
a  mile  to  an  old  field  cleared  up  to  the  river.  Here  the  east  bank  was 
high  and  rocky,  but  less  elevated  by  30  feet  than  the  bluff  on  the  oppo- 
site side.  At  the  termination  of  this  field  was  a  piece  of  woodland  of  a 
wedge  shape,  extending  down  the  river  about  300  yards  and  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  ford.  Separating  the  woodland  and  old  field  was 
a  rail  fence  running  perpendicularly  to  the  river.  From  this  point  to 
the  ford  the  ground  gradually  fell  away,  while  the  bluff  on  the  opposite 
side,  though  bare  of  timber,  continued  nearly  the  same  elevation  to  the 
ford. 

Sunday,  the  28th  ultimo,  the  brigade  commanded  by  the  late  brave 
and  lamented  Brig.  Gen.  E.  W.  Hanson  left  the  camp  and  took  position 
on  a  ridge  opposite  the  upper  ford. 

Monday,  the  29th,  about  2  p.  m.,  the  Ninth  and  Sixth  Kentucky  and 
Forty-first  Alabama  Eegimentsand  Cobb's  battery  moved  into  the  field 
first  described.  Company  A,  under  Capt.  C.  B.  McClaskey,  of  this  regi- 
ment, being  thrown  forward  to  the  high  mound,  in  connection  with  a 
company  from  each  of  the  other  two  regiments.  Very  soon  thereafter 
they  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  when  the  regiments  and  batteiy 
were  moved  forward  to  and  occupied  the  mound,  this  regiment  taking 
position  in  a  thicket  200  paces  to  the  right,  the  Forty-first  immediately 
in  rear,  and  Ninth  to  the  left  of  the  battery,  the  skirmishers  having 
taken  position  beyond  in  the  corn-field.  Afterward,  about  dusk,  Com 
pany  G,  Capt.  Gran  Utterback  commanding,  was  moved  to  the  left  o( 
Company  A,  but  before  getting  into  position  the  two  companies  were 
attacked  by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  and  driven  back  over  the  brow 
of  the  hill ;  but  upon  discovering  the  presence  of  the  regiments  the  enemy 
[)recipitately  retreated  across  the  river  and  made  no  further  demonstra- 
tion that  night.  The  regiments  and  battery  which,  previous  to  the  at- 
tack, had  commenced  to  move,  were  then  marched  about  400  yards  to  the 
rear,  leaving  our  skirmishers  in  possession  of  the  hill.  Two  men  of  Com- 
pany G,  and  Lieutenant  [J.  B.]  Holman,  of  Company  E,  were  wounded 
in  this  attack.  Subsequently,  during  the  night,  this  regiment  again 
moved  forward  near  the  line  of  skirmishers,  and  about  daylight  took 
position  in  the  thicket  above  described. 

Tuesday  (30th)  this  regiment  continued  in  the  same  position,  annoyed 
considerably  by  sharpshooters  and  the  enemy's  batteries  until  nightfall, 
when,  being  relieved  by  the  Second  Kentucky,  it,  except  the  two  com- 
panies, moved  500  yards  to  the  rear. 

Wednesday  (31st)  the  regiment  about  daylight  occupied  the  belt  of 
woods  before  described,  in  order  to  watch  the  enemy  on  the  bluff  oppo- 
site and  to  protect  the  battery  placed  in  the  field  that  morning.  We 
remained  here  until  3  p.  m.,  and  then,  exposed  to  a  fire,  moved  across 
the  field  to  the  rear  of  Cobb's  battery,  which  was  then  under  fire. 
While  in  the  woods  we  were  constantly  exposed  to  shells  from  the  en- 
emy, and  at  one  tinm  from  our  own  batteries  on  our  left,  endeavoring, 
by  firing  over  us,  to  reach  the  enemy's  battery  farther  down  the  river. 
While  here,  2  men  of  Company  D,  1  of  Company  C,  and  1  of  Company 
E  were  wounded. 

Thursday  (1st)  the  regiment  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Cobb's  battery. 

Friday  (2d)  we  occupied  the  same  i)osition  till  the  afternoon,  keeping 
two  companies  forward  as  skirmishers.     Captain  [Gran]  Utterback  and 
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1  man  were  wounded,  the  former  mortally,  while  daringly  opposing  the 
enemy's  skirmishers.  He  was  a  brave  man  and  faithful  officer.  About 
3  p.  m.  the  brigade,  except  the  Ninth  Eegiment,  left  to  protect  the  bat- 
tery, moved  by  the  right  flank  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy  posted 
in  the  strip  of  woods  near  the  lower  ford,  which  has  heretofore  been 
described.  Here  the  line  of  battle  parallel  to  the  river  was  formed,  this 
regiment  being  on  the  extreme  left.  When  the  forward  movement  com- 
menced, impediments  in  front  made  it  necessary  for  this  regiment  to 
move  in  rear  of  the  Second  Kentucky  until  open  ground  was  reached, 
causing  considerable  effort  to  regain  its  right  position.  We  were  also 
afterward  embarrassed  by  a  pond  of  water  and  an  impenetrable  thicket, 
causing  a  movement  by  the  right  of  companies  to  the  first  for  a  short 
distance.  Besides  all  this,  while  the  line  of  battle  was  at  first  parallel 
with  the  river,  at  the  time  of  attack  the  left  had  been  swung  around,  so 
that  nearly  a  right  angle  was  made  with  the  stream.  The  line  of  battle 
was  so  much  longer  than  the  front  of  the  position  held  by  the  enemy 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  whole  force  to  reach  the  place  of  attack 
simultaneously,  and  on  that  account  several  of  the  regiments  overlapped, 
so  that  the  Second  Kentucky,  although  next  to  mine  on  the  right,  did 
not  have  the  full  space  requisite,  yet,  as  it  was,  its  left,  when  swung 
around,  rested  near  the  bluff,  precluding  entirely  a  movement  by  this 
regiment  any  farther  in  line  of  battle.  Nevertheless,  I  preserved  the 
line  of  this  regiment  until  the  river  was  reached.  Upon  reaching  the 
eminence  that  hid  us  at  first  from  the  enemy,  they  were  discovered  at 
the  distance  of  150  yards,  posted  behind  the  fence  above  referred  to  and 
in  the  woods.  The  order  having  been  previously  given  by  General 
Hanson,  our  forces  opened  fire  upon  them  as  soon  as  discovered,  and, 
with  a  shout,  moved  briskly  forward  to  the  charge,  driving  the  enemy 
precipitately  from  the  fence  down  the  river  toward  the  ford.  When 
our  line  reached  the  fence,  the  alternative  for  me  was  either  to  be  left 
entirely  in  rear  of  our  lines  and  out  of  the  fight,  or  to  move  by  the  right 
flank  along  on  the  edge  of  and  under  the  bluff  down  the  river.  The 
second  I  adopted  unhesitatingly,  and  was  carried  out  with  such  alacrity 
and  bravery  by  my  officers  and  men  that  they  pursued  the  enemy  to  the 
ford  and  even  across  the  river  at  the  ford.  On  account  of  the  want  of 
space  to  maneuver,  and  the  considerable  change  of  direction  that  had 
to  be  made  to  face  the  enemy,  as  before  stated,  some  confusion  occurred 
after  reaching  the  woods,  and  no  line  of  battle  was  kept,  and  there  was 
great  danger  from  the  fire  of  our  own  men.  Following  my  regiment  to 
the  ford  of  the  river  as  soon  as  my  efforts  to  stop  the  firing  of  those  in 
rear  would  allow  me,  I  discovered  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  just  in 
rear  behind  the  crest  of  the  opposite  bluff,  advancing.  A  considerable 
number  of  men  from  the  different  regiments  of  the  brigade  had  by  this 
time  posted  themselves  behind  a  picket  fence,  and  were  firing  on  both 
the  advancing  and  retreating  enemy.  A  large  number  of  the  Yankees 
were  at  the  time  sheltered  behind  the  bank  of  the  river,  displaying  the 
white  flag.  Brigadier-General  Hanson,  on  account  of  his  wound,  not 
being  at  any  time  present  on  the  left  after  the  fight  commenced,  and 
knowing  that  what  I  supposed  was  the  object  of  tb-  Attack  had  been 
obtained  in  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  woods  across  the  river,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  order  the  firing  at  that  point  to  cease,  with  a  view  to 
form  the  men  so  as  to  meet  the  advancing  re-enforcements,  or  to  fall 
back  in  good  order,  which  I  feared  would  have  to  be  done,  for  the  high 
bluff  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  gave  the  enemy  a  fearful  advantage 
of  position  in  addition  to  that  of  numbers ;  besides,  about  midway  the 
timber  we  were  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  from  their  batteries.    This 
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order  of  mine  was  for  the  other  object  of  securing  the  prisoners  spoken  of 
above,  who,  to  the  number  of  at  least  100,  were  captured  and  sent  to  the 
rear.  Before  any  line  could  be  formed,  a  heavy  fire  from  partially  con- 
cealed infantry  and  artillery,  against  which  our  firing  availed  little,  was 
poured  in  the  regiments ;  consequently  it  was  impossible  to  restore  i)er- 
fect  order. 

T  am  satisfied  that,  so  far  as  this  regipaent  is  concerned,  and  for  it  only 
have  I  a  right  to  speak,  the  enemy  paid  more  than  double  in  numbers, 
though  not  one  tithe  in  actual  worth,  for  every  one  of  my  men  struck. 
About  one-third  of  my  entire  command  was  killed  and  wounded,  though 
it  is  remarkable,  and  at  the  same  time  gratifying,  that  of  the  great  num- 
ber hurt  so  few  are  either  killed  or  severely  wounded.  Companies  G 
and  B  having  previously  been  sent  forward  as  skirmishers,  were  not 
with  the  regiment.  Company  B,  however,  crossed  the  river  above,  and 
behaved  well,  as  I  learn. 

Accompanying  this  report,  and  as  a  part  of  it,  is  a  list*  of  all  the  cas- 
ualties since  the  battle  commenced. 

Where  there  was  so  much  bravery,  zeal,  and  good  conduct  displayed 
by  officers  and  men  of  this  regiment  throughout,  T  dislike  to  discrimi- 
nate. I  cannot,  however,  forbear  referring  to  the  unflinching  courage 
of  Color- Sergeant  Stotts,  who  carried  the  standard  in  the  thickest  of  the 
fight  until  struck  down,  and  to  the  daring  and  fidelity  of  Orderly  Sergt. 
J.  Beverly  Lewis,  of  Company  C,  who  seized  the  colors  from  the  wounded 
Stotts,  and  with  them  rallied  and  encouraged  the  men  until  he  fell. 
Both  these  brave  men  were  left  wounded  on  the  field. 

Adjt.  Samuel  H.  Buchanan,  with  the  chivalry  that  ever  characterizes 
him  in  battle,  when  Lewis  fell  took  the  colors.  There  is  no  more  faith- 
ful and  attentive  officer  in  camp  or  gallant  man  in  action.  Taking  the 
colors  from  Adjutant  Buchanan,  I  called  for  some  one  to  bear  them,  when 
Private  Adams,  of  Company  D,  promptly  took  and  bravely  bore  them 
during  the  rest  of  the  engagement. 

Maj.  W.  L.  Clarke  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery,  though  I  can 
conscientiously  say  of  every  officer  and  man  engaged  in  the  action  that 
he  behaved  worthy  of  the  old  senior  of  Kentuckians. 

Fully  one-half  the  regiment  crossed  the  river  through  water  waist- 
deep,  and  only  fell  back  when  driven  by  overwhelming  numbers  and 
certain  capture  threatened  them. 

The  regiment  left  camp  Sunday  (28th)  with  269  officers  and  men.  By 
sickness,  for  want  of  shoes,  and  casualties,  the  actual  number  on  Friday 
was  231  officers  and  men. 

The  whole  number  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  during  the  entire 
engagements  was:  Killed,  2;  wounded,  66;  missing,  10;  total,  78.t  Of 
those  wounded,  several  were  left  on  the  field  and  at  Murfreesborough, 
and,  of  the  missing,  I  fear  all  are  prisoners  and  some  killed  or  wounded, 
for  they  had  all  crossed  the  river,  and  one  of  them,  Lieut.  E.  P.  Thomp- 
son— the  last  seen — he,  with  pistol,  was  firing  on  the  advancing  enemy. 
It  is  due  to  him  to  say  that,  detailed  as  comaiissary,  he  was  not  required 
to  go  into  action,  but  he  during  that  week  discharged  his  duties  as  com- 
missary, and,  as  an  officer  on  the  field,  shared  the  hardships  and  dan- 
gers throughout. 

Verv  respectfully, 

JOS.  H.  LEWIS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Sixth  Kentucky  Volunteers, 

Oapt.  T.  E.  Stake, 

Asst,  Adjt.  Gen.,  Trabue\s  Brigade,  Brecldnridge^s  Division. 

*  Embodied  in  statement  on  p.  828.  t  Nominal  list  on  file 
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No.  246. 
Report  of  Col,  Thomas  H.  Hunt,  Ninth  Kentucky  Infantry. 

Manchester,  Tenn.,  January  11,  1863. 

Colonel  :  In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  under  date  10th  instant,  1 
have  the  honor  to  make  this  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Kinth 
Kentucky  Regiment  in  late  series  of  engagements  on  Stone's  River,  in 
front  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

On  Sunday,  the  28th  ultimo,  Hanson's  brigade  moved  from  camp  at 
8  a.  m.,  and  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  right  wing  of 
the  army,  the  Ninth  Regiment  being  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  with  its 
left  resting  near  the  ford  on  Stone's  River  that  has  been  in  use  since  the 
turnpike  bridge  was  burned. 

Nothing  further  of  interest  occurred  until  Monday,  the  29th,  about  S 
p.  m.,  when,  under  General  Hanson's  orders,  I  moved  forward  the  Ninth 
and  Sixth  Kentucky  and  the  Forty -first  Alabama  Regiments,  with  Cobb's 
Kentucky  battery,  and  established  them  in  prolongation  of  our  line  of 
battle  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river. 

By  this  time  our  cavalry  had  been  driven  in  and  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers began  to  show  themselves.  Under  orders  to  occupy  with  this  force 
a  commanding  position  some  400  yards  in  advance,  I  threw  out  skirmish- 
ers, who  were  soon  briskly  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy.  I  moved 
forward  the  entire  force  in  support  of  the  skirmishers,  and  succeeded  in 
establishing  the  battery  in  the  desired  position  j  but  this  was  not  accom- 
plished without  the  loss  of  the  services  of  two  valuable  officers — Lieu- 
tenants [A.  J.]  Beale  and  [O.]  Kennard,  of  Company  D;  the  former 
severely  and  the  latter  slightly  wounded. 

By  this  time  it  was  dark,  and  the  enemy  with  a  regiment  of  infantry 
made  a  spirited  effort  to  retake  the  position,  rapidly  driving  in  our  skir- 
mishers and  approaching  within  a  few  yards  of  the  battery.  This  at- 
tempt was  frustrated  by  promptly  advancing  the  Forty-first  Alabama 
Regiment,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  off  in  confusion,  leaving  two  of 
their  dead  on  the  field. 

Our  loss  here  amounted  to  not  less  than  10  wounded,  falling  on  the 
Sixth  Kentucky  Regiment  and  Cobb's  battery. 

Just  after  this  affair  I  received  orders  to  fall  back  to  the  position  I 
had  first  been  advanced  to,  but  I  kept  out  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers. 

About  3  o'clock  Tuesday  morning  orders  came  to  me  to  reoccupy  the 
hill  and  hold  it  at  all  hazard,  and  I  again  took  possession  of  it,  and  with- 
out opposition. 

On  Tuesday,  the  30th,  I  was  left  with  this  command  in  charge  of  the 
position,  which  I  endeavored  to  strengthen  by  throwing  up  some  rifle- 
pits,  which  were  constructed  under  the  fire  of  sharpshooters,  while  the 
entire  command  was  subjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire.  I  also  kept  out  a 
strong  line  of  skirmishers,  who  were  constantly  engaged.  That  night 
we  were  relieved  by  the  Second  and  Fourth  Kentucky  Regiments,  and 
retired  to  a  position  where  the  men  could  cook  rations. 

Daylight  Wednesday  morning  found  us  in  our  old  position,  with  the 
brigade  reunited  and  General  Hanson  in  command.  This  day,  with  part 
of  the  regiment  in  the  pits  and  the  balance  held  as  supports  for  our  ar- 
tillery, now  increased  to  twelve  pieces,  we  were  subjected  to  a  terrible 
cannonade  from  the  enemy,  as  well  as  to  an  annoying  fire  from  their 
sharpshooters.  In  the  afternoon  the  regiment  was  put  in  motion  to  unite 
in  a  charge  on  the  enemy's  left  center,  but  the  order  was  subsequently 
countermanded,  and  we  resumed  our  original  position. 
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It  was  now  we  had  to  deplore  the  loss  of  Adjt.  Henry  M.  Curd,  killed 
by  a  cannon  ball ;  a  gallant  and  meritorious  ofiBcer,  cheerful  under  all 
dangers  and  privations,  and  endeared  to  the  command  by  his  frank  and 
manly  bearing,  who  nobly  fell  in  discharge  of  his  duty.  Oapt.  Joseph 
Desha  was  also  struck  by  a  cannon  ball  and  carried  off  the  field,  as  was 
supposed,  in  a  dying  condition ;  but  he  returned  the  same  night  with 
his  wound  tied  up,  and  has  since  continued  in  command  of  his  company. 

Thursday  the  cannonading  commenced  early  in  the  morning,  but  was 
not  of  long  continuance,  and,  with  the  exception  of  some  skirmishing, 
nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note. 

Friday  morning,  with  the  exception  of  light  skirmishing,  all  was  quiet 
with  us.  In  the  afternoon,  when  the  balance  of  the  brigade  was  moved 
out  to  join  in  the  attack  on  our  right,  the  Ninth  Regiment,  with  Cobb's 
battery,  was  ordered  to  remain  and  hold  the  position.  We  were  then 
subjected  to  a  tremendous  shelling,  fully  as  heavy  as  on  any  preceding 
day. 

Saturday  passed  like  Friday  morning  until  nearly  sundown,  when  the 
enemy  made  a  formidable  attack  on  the  brigade  posted  on  our  left.  My 
regiment  was  promptly  placed  in  the  rifle-pits,  and  there  received  some 
of  the  shell  and  ball  intended  for  our  neighbors.  That  night  the  retreat 
commenced,  and  the  Ninth  Kentucky  and  Forty-first  Alabama  Eegi- 
ments,  with  Cobb's  battery,  were  detached  under  my  command  as  a  rear 
guard  on  the  Manchester  pike ;  but  the  enemy  not  following  closely, 
there  is  nothing  of  interest  in  this  connection  to  report. 

The  severity  of  the  weather  and  the  character  and  long  continuance  of 
the  struggle  were  such  as  to  try  the  endutauce  ot  the  troops.  Nothing 
tests  the  courage  more  than  to  be  subjected  to  long  continued  cannon- 
ading, and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  was 
worthy  of  all  praise. 

In  addition  to  the  officers  already  mentioned.  Lieutenant  [G.J  Lewis, 
of  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  [H.]  Buchanan,  of  Company  H,  were 
wounded. 

I  inclose  a  list,*  furnished  by  Dr.  [W.  J.]  Byrne,  regimental  surgeon, 
of  killed  and  wounded,  and  showing  the  character  of  the  wounds.  By 
it  will  be  seen  the  regiment  lost  in  killed,  1  officer ;  wounded,  5  officers 
and  23  privates. 

Respectfully  submitting  the  above,  I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

THOS.  H.  HUNT, 
Colonel  Ninth  Kentucky  Begiment. 

Col.  T.  O'Haea, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  247. 

Report  of  Capt.  Robert  Cohh,  Kentucky  battery. 

Camp  near  Tullahoma,  Tenn., 

January  10,  1863.    * 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera 
tions  of  my  battery  in  the  late  engag<'ments  near  Murfreesborough, 
Tenn. : 

On  Sunday,  December  28, 1  moved  with  the  brigade  to  the  field,  an  (J 

*  Embodied  in  statement  on  p.  828. 
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during  that  day  and  part  of  the  succeeding  remained  in  park  about  100 
yards  In  rear  of  the  first  line  formed  by  it. 

On  Monday,  the  29th,  at  about  4  o'clock,  the  brigade  having  moved 
forward  so  as  to  occupy  a  hill  in  a  corn-field  overlooking  Stone's  River, 
and  nearly  opposite  the  right  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  line,  my  bat- 
tery, under  the  direction  of  Maj.  R.  E.  Graves,  chief  of  artillery,  was 
posted  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill,  the  enemy's  pickets  occupying  the  bank 
of  the  river  in  Iront  of  the  position,  and  distant  about  600  yards.  Toward 
night  the  enemy  was  seen  to  strengthen  his  picket. 

At  about  7  p.  m.  they  made  a  bold  dash  across  the  stream,  driving  in 
our  pickets  so  rapidly  that  they  had,  under  cover  of  the  darkness  at  the 
time  prevailing,  advanced  to  within  a  few  paces  of  my  battery  and  de- 
livered their  fire  before  the  supporting  regiment  (the  Forty-first  Ala- 
bama) could  be  brought  up.  As  soon  as  this  could  be  it  was  done, 
whereupon  the  enemy  fell  back,  having  wounded  Corpl.  J.  P.  Coleman, 
gunner  of  the  left  piece.  The  battery  was  then,  by  order  of  Ool.  T.  H. 
Hunt,  commanding  the  force  on  the  hill,  withdrawn  to  a  point  in  an  open 
field  bordering  on  the  river,  where  it  remained  until  near  daylight,  when 
the  hill  was  reoccupied  and  the  battery  posted  in  its  original  position. 
The  battery  remained  in  this  position  throughout  the  several  engage- 
ments. 

On  Tuesday,  at  8  or  9  a.  m.,  the  enemy  advanced  a  column,  supposed 
to  be  a  brigade,  to  within  about  700  yards  of  my  position  and  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  I  immediately  opened  the  battery  upon  it 
and  succeeded  in  repulsing  it.  This  drew  u{  on  me  the  tire  of  two  of  the 
enemy's  rifled  batteries,  one  at  a  distance  of  1,200  yards  and  the  other 
at  about  700  yards.  -Engaging  with  the  latter,  I  succeeded  in  driving  it 
beyond  the  range  of  my  guns.  This  done,  I  withdrew  the  battery  behind 
the  crest  of  the  hill,  to  protect  it  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  pieces,  of 
much  longer  range  than  mine.  Light  earthworks  were  thrown  up  in 
front  of  the  battery  during  the  day. 

At  night  I  was  relieved  by  two  rifle  pieces  from  Captain  Lumsden's 
battery  and  two  from  Captain  [C.  H.J  Slocomb's  battery. 

On  Wednesday,  the  31  st,  at  an  early  hour,  I  resumed  my  position  of 
Tuesday,  the  two  sections  abov^e  alluded  to  (to  wit,  section  from  Lums- 
den's battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  [E.J  Tarrant,  and  the  section 
from  Slocomb's  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Chaiaron)  remaining 
with  me.  During  the  day  the  battery,  composed  of  my  own  and  those 
two  sections,  was  several  times  engaged,  chiefly  in  support  of  General 
Polk's  right,  and,  as  subsequent  inspection  of  the  ground  shows,  with 
good  effect. 

Lieutenants  Chaiaron  and  Tarrant,  as  also  Lieutenants  [R.  B.]  Mat- 
thews and  [B.  A.]  James,  of  my  own  battery,  handled  their  guns  with 
consummate  skill  and  coolness,  the  two  former  with  their  rifle  guns  hav- 
ing succeeded  several  times  in  forcing  the  enemy  to  retire  with  their 
batteries  behind  the  shelter  of  the  ridges  and  heavy  timber  in  our  front. 

During  this  day's  engagement  I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  Corpl.  J. 
F.  Hawes,  who  had  distinguished  himself  throughout  by  his  courage  and 
the  great  accuracy  of  his  fire.  He  fell,  while  watching  the  effect  of  his 
shot.     His  loss  is  not  easily  repaired. 

The  battery  was  not  engaged  on  Thursday,  nor  on  Friday  until  very 
late  in  the  afternoon,  when,  the  enemy  having  deployed  a  large  number 
of  pieces  to  repel  the  attack  made  by  General  Breckinridge's  division 
against  their  left,  four  shots  were  fired  from  Lieutenant  Tarrant's  section 
of  rifled  guns,  which  drove  to  the  rear  a  distance  of  over  500  yards  the 
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two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  fired  at,  beiug  directly  in  my  front,  and  (irew 
upon  me  fclie  fire  of  four  or  five  of  the  other  pieces  to  my  right  and  front. 
This  accomplished,  the  firing  was  not  continued. 

On  Saturday  the  battery  was  not  engaged,  and  Saturday  night,  hav- 
ing been  so  ordered  by  General  Breckinridge,  withdrew  from  the  field 
as  a  part  of  the  rear  guard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  COBB, 
Captam,  Commanding  Battery, 
Capt.  T.  E.  Stake, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General, 


No.  248. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  K.  Jaelcson,  G,  S.  Army^  commanding  brigade. 

Headquarters  Jackson's  Brigade, 

January  22,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  recent  battles  before 
Murfreesborough  my  brigade  consisted  of  the  Fifth  and  the  Eighth  Mis- 
sissippi Regiments,  the  Fifth  Georgia  Regiment,  a  battalion  of  sharp- 
shooters commanded  by  Maj.  J.  J.  Cox,  and  [E.  E.]  Pritchard's  battery. 
The}^  were  moved  to  various  parts  of  the  field,  and  at  different  times 
occupied  positions  in  the  front  line,  on  the  extreme  right,  on  the  left  of 
the  right  wing,  on  the  right  of  the  left  wing,  and  on  the  extreme  left. 
Pritchard's  battery,  belonging  to  my  brigade,  being  insufficiently  mauned. 
only  two  pieces  were  carried  from  Bridgeport  to  Murfreesborough! 
These,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Geueral  Hardee,  were  left  in  the  earth- 
work in  the  town  of  Murfreesborough,  and  were  never  brought  into 
action.  The  two  rifle  pieces  of  Lumsden's  battery,  which  had  been  or 
dered  to  report  to  me,  were,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 
subsequently  ordered  to  report  to  Major  General  Breckinridge,  thus 
leaving  me  but  two  smooth-bore  pieces  of  artillery  of  Lumsden's  battery. 
These  i)ieces  were  brought  into  action  ou  Wednesday,  December  31, 
[1862,]  at  long  range,  expending  about  50  rounds  of  ammunition. 

I  am  informed  that  the  two  rifle  pieces  were  placed  in  position  by 
orders  from  Major-General  Breckinridge,  and  did  good  service,  expend- 
ing about  200  rounds  of  ammunition. 

There  were  no  casualties  in  the  artillery  of  my  command. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  while  maneuvering  in  front  of  the 
enemy's  left,  I  received  an  order  to  cross  Stone's  River  at  the  ford  and 
support  Brigadier- General  Donelson's  brigade,  reporting  for  this  pur- 
pose to  Lieutenant-General  Polk.  Upon  doing  so,  I  was  directed  to  leave 
the  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  push  forward  with  luy  infantry  to  a  point 
indicated  beyond  the  ruins  of  a  house  (Cowan's),  where  the  battle  was 
raging  fiercely.  1  advanced,  i)assing  Brigadier-General  Donelson's  bri 
gade,  a  part  of  Brigadier-General  Chalmeis'  brigade,  and  a  part  of  the 
brigade  commanded  by  (3olonel  Goltart.  My  command  became  imme- 
diately engaged,  and  so  continued  for  about  three  hours.  Twice  I  or 
dered  a  charge  upon  the  enemy's  strong  position,  but  for  the  want  of 
support  from  others,  and  the  smallness  of  my  own  numbers,  was  forced 
to  take  the  cover  of  a  thick  cedar  wood.  Both  times  my  men  fell  back 
in  good  order  and  were  reformed  in  line,  until  they  were  ordered  to  retire 
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from  the  want  of  ammunition.  My  command  was  not  afterward  brought 
into  action,  although  frequently  under  fire,  and  most  of  the  time  in  the 
front  line  of  battle. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  the  following  officer  and  enlisted  men 
who  left  the  field  without  permission  while  their  regiment  was  engaged, 
and  who  failed  to  return  to  duty  when  ordered  by  their  commanding 
officer:  The  Eighth  Mississippi  Eegiment — Company  A,  Privates  8. 
G.  Grissom,  W.  T.  Meeks,  S.  J.  Copeland;  Company  G,  Private  Josiah 
Walker ;  Company  H,  Private  W.  W.  Eitchie ;  Company  D,  Corpl.  A. 
T.  Peiryman ;  Company  E,  Private  J.  M.  TuUos ;  Company  K,  Lieut. 
H.  Matthis,  Privates  W.  J.  McGee,  M.  Y.  Shows. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  great  cool- 
ness and  courage  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command. 

Col.  John  C.  Wilkinson,  of  the  Eighth  Mississippi  Regiment,  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  breast,  and  sent  to  the  hospital  in  Murfrees- 
borough,  where,  upon  retirement  of  the  army,  he  was  left,  and  it  is  ap- 
prehended he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  being  too  badly  wounded 
to  be  removed.  Lieut.  Col.  W.  L.  Sykes,  commanding  the  Fifth  Mis- 
sissippi Regiment,  was  also  severely  wounded  and  sent  to  the  rear.  Col. 
W.  T.  Black,  of  the  Fifth  Georgia  Regiment,  fell,  mortally  wounded  in 
the  head,  while  gallantly  leading  his  brave  regiment ;  he  survived  but 
a  few  hours.  The  color-bearer  of  this  regiment,  Thomas  J.  Brantly, 
Company  E,  was  killed  by  a  minie  ball  passing  through  his  head,  where- 
upon First  Lieut.  J.  W.  Eason,  of  Company  G,  seized  the  colors  and 
was  instantly  killed  by  a  shot  through  the  h#ad.  I  have  to  lament 
among  the  gallant  slain  Capt.  J.  H.  Morgan,  of  the  Fifth  Mississippi 
Regiment,  and  Capt.  E.  W.  Ansley,  of  the  battalion  of  sharpshooters. 

I  bear  willing  testimony  to  the  gallantry  of  Maj.  J.  J.  Cox,  of  the  bat- 
talion of  sharpshooters,  and  ask  especial  attention  to  his  accompanying 
report,*  mentioning  the  names  of  certain  officers  and  men  of  other  com- 
mands who  joined  his  battalion  and  remained  with  it  during  the  engage- 
ment. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  the  officers  of  my  staff  for  their  promptness  in 
conveying  orders  and  for  their  general  efficiency  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  on  the  field.  Capt.  J.  B.  Gumming,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
and  Lieut.  A.  M.  Jackson,  aide-de  camp,  each  had  his  horse  disabled. 
I  desire  also  to  make  favorable  mention  of  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Barrett, 
volunteer  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieut.  S.  A.  Moreno,  C.  S.  Army,  acting 
inspector- general  of  my  brigade.  I  have  already  made  a  special  recom- 
mendation of  the  last  named  officer  for  promotion,  and  take  occasion  to 
renew  and  urge  it. 

I  inclose  reports  in  detail  from  regimental,  battalion,  and  battery  com- 
manders j  a  consolidated  report*  of  killed  and  wounded  by  name  has 
already  been  forwarded. 

The  annexed  tabular  statement  is  made  a  part  of  this  report,  from 
which  it  will  appear  that  there  were  874  infantry,  including  details  for 
infirmary  pur{)Oses,  &c.,  carried  into  action,  of  which  there  were  41  killed 
and  266  wounded  and  none  missing. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  K.  JACKSON, 

Brigadier  General. 

Maj.  T.  B.  Roy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

•Not  found. 
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[Incfosure.] 

Report  of  the  brigade  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  K.  Jackson  at  the  battle  before  Mur- 

freesborough  on  December  31,  1862. 
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No.  249. 
Report  of  Maj,  Charles  P.  Daniel,  Fifth  Georgia  Infantry, 

Camp  Morgan,  Ala.,  January  10, 1863. 

Captain  :  In  conformity  with  General  Orders,  No.  71,  Headquarters 
Jackson^s  Brigade,  January  9,  1863, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol 
lowing  report : 

Col.  William  T.  Black,  commanding  in  the  late  fight  at  Murfreesbor- 
ough,  while  bravely  and  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  on  the  center  of 
the  enemy,  fell,  shot  with  a  minie  ball  on  the  left  side  of  the  head  near 
the  top,  about  1  p.  m.,  December  31, 1862,  and  died  at  10  p.  m.  same  day. 

The  above  casualties*  occurred  between  the  hours  of  12  m.  and  3  p. 
m.,  December  31, 1862,  in  the  battle  before  Murfreesborough,  in  attack- 
ing the  left  center  of  the  enemy,  who  were  very  strongly  and  advan 
tageously  posted. 

From  the  information  I  can  get,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  my  command 
acted  very  bravely  and  gallantly,  no  shirking  or  straggling,  but  every 
man  gallantly  doing  his  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

p.  P.  DANIEL, 

Major,  Commanding, 
Capt.  Jos.  B.  CuMMiNa, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General^  Jachsonh  Brigade, 


No.  250. 
Report H  of  Maj,  Je66c  J,  Cooo,  Second  Georgia  Battalion  Sharpshooters. 

BuiDGEPORT,  Ala.,  January  10,  1863. 

Captain  :  In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  71,  Headquarters 
Jackson's  Brigade,  January  9,  1863,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  fol- 
lows : 

My  command  went  into  action  (on  the  center)  at  12  m.,  on  December 


•  Embodied  in  table  above. 
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31,  [1862,J  and  were  withdrawn  at  about  3  p.  in.,  during  the  whole  of 
which  time  they  were  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy.  After  taking 
our  position,  we  fought  them  one  hour  (silencing  their  infantry  fire),  at 
which  time  we  received  orders  to  fall  back  on  the  brigade.  I  am  x)roud 
to  say  that  my  men  were  very  calm,  and  obeyed  every  order  promptly. 
My  color-bearer  and  2  privates  killed ;  27  officers  and  men  wounded. 

The  casualties*  are  as  follows :  Killed — non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  3.  Wounded — commissioned  officers,  3;  noncommissioned 
officers  and  privates,  24.    Total,  30. 

On  Friday,  January  2,  on  the  extreme  left,  while  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  in  front  of  our  brigade,  Private  Harvey  Teat,  of  Company 
B,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh. 

T  also  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  names  of  the  following  officers 
and  men  of  different  commands  that  remained  with  us  during  the  en- 
gagement on  Wednesday : 

Captain  [B.  F.]  Moss,  Company  E,  Eighth  Mississippi  Regiment,  bore 
colors  of  his  regiment  with  our  battalion ;  Capt.  S.  E.  Melson,  Company 
F,  Forty-first  Mississippi  Regiment  j  Captain  [R.  E.  V.]  Yates,  Company 
D,  Forty-first  Mississippi  Regiment;  Corpl.  J.  A.  Allen,  Company  A, 
Forty-first  Mississippi  Regiment;  Private  F.  E.  Johnson,  Company  A, 
Forty-first  Mississippi  Regiment  (wounded);  Privates  A.  Sanders, 
Thomas  [S.]  Patterson,  John  Moore,  Company  F,  Forty- first  Mississippi 
Regiment ;  Lieut.  A.  T.  Calhoun  and  Private  T.  L.  Ribero,  of  Captain 
[John  F.]  Iverson's  company,  Fifth  Georgia  Regiment. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  J.  COX, 
Major,  Comdg.  [Second  Georgia]  Battalion  Sharpshooters. 


Ohattanoooa,  Tenn.,  January  20,  1863. 

Captain  :  In  obedience  to  orders  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  battalion  had  engaged  in  the  battle  of  December  31, 
[1862,]  before  Murfreesborough,  viz,  13  commissioned  officers,  30  non 
commissioned  officers,  and  109  privates. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  COX, 
Major  J  Comdg.  [Seco7id  Georgia]  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 

Capt.  Jos.  B.  CXJMMING,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ko.  251. 
Bepart  of  Lieut,  Col,  Jl.  McNeill,  Eighth  Mississippi  Infantry, 

,  1863. 

The  above  report t  is  as  accurate  as  can  at  present  be  obtained.  The 
regiment  entered  the  engagement  with  an  aggregate  of  about  270,  and 
the  above  list  of  cusualties  shows  that  near  half  of  those  who  went  into 
action  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

The  regiment  became  engaged  on  Wednesday,  December  31,  1862, 
about  12  m.,  and  nobly  withstood  a  most  murderous  fire  of  shell  and 
shot  until  about  3  p.  m.,  at  which  time  they  were  ordered  to  withdraw. 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 

t  Nominal  list  of  casualties,  omitted,  is  embodied  in  statement  on  p.  840. 
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It  formed  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade  line  of  battle,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  fronted  the  enemy's  (tenter  at  that  time.  The  above  cas- 
ualties all  occurred  in  the  cedar  grove  occupied  by  the  brigade  during 
the  fight  on  Wednesday,  and  between  the  hours  of  12  m.  and  3  p.  m. 
After  Colonel  Wilkinson  was  wounded  (which  was  in  the  early  part  of 
the  action),  the  undersigned  assumed  command  of  the  regiment,  and 
takes  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  cool  courage  and  veteran-like 
heroism  with  which  they  bore  the  terrific  fire  of  shell  and  shot  that  was 
poured  almost  incessantly  into  their  ranks  for  near  three  hours.  Indeed, 
both  officers  and  men  as  a  whole  behaved  most  gallantly.  The  conduct 
of  those  who  are  reported  as  deserving  censure  is  thought  generally  to 
merit  unmeasured  disapprobation.  An  explanation  is  forwarded  in  the 
case  of  Private  J.  Walker,  of  Company  G.  As  he  is  very  young,  his  con- 
duct is  thought  to  be  somewhat  excusable.  He  returned  and  served 
with  the  regiment  during  the  balance  of  the  time,  while  the  others  re- 
turned, most  of  them,  to  the  camp  at  town,  and  refused  to  come  back, 
although  repeatedly  ordered  to  do  so. 
All  of  which  is  respectfuUv  submitted. 

A.  McNeill, 

Lieutenant' Colonel,  Comdg.  Eighth  Mississippi  Regiment. 


No.  252. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Harvey  H.  Grihhs,  Lumsden's  {Alabama)  battery, 

BBiDaEPORT,  Ala.,  January  10,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  December  28, 
1862, 1  was  ordered  to  report  for  duty  with  Brigadier  General  Jackson's 
brigade,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  [J.  H.J  Hallonquist,  chief  of  artillery 
Army  of  Tennessee,  and  on  Monday  morning  the  general  assigned  me 
a  position  near  Captain  Speuce's  residence,  cast  of  the  Lebanon  pike, 
and  at  12  midnight  I  received  an  order  to  send  the  two  rified  pieces  of 
the  battery  to  General  Breckinridge's  headquarters  to  report,  which  I 
did,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Tarrant.  He  was  ordered  to 
the  knoll  on  the  east  side  of  Stone's  River,  which  position  was  ordered 
by  General  Bragg  to  he  held,  as  it  was  a  desirable  position,  from  which 
place  the  two  guns  fired  200  rounds  in  tlie  first  of  the  engagement. 
One  of  the  pieces  had  been  dismounted  at  Perry  ville  some  time  ago,  and 
in  the  recoil  the  axle-tree  gave  way.  It  was  replaced  by  one  of  the 
pieces  taken  from  the  enemy.  The  two  rifled  pieces  were  held  in  the 
reserve  until  we  reached  the  river.  The  smooth-bore  was  kept  with 
the  brigade,  and  on  Tuesday  about  noon  I  moved  with  the  brigade  to  a 
position  on  the  left  of  the  Lebanon  pike  and  1  mile  nearer  the  river. 

On  Wednesday  about  noon  the  section  accompanied  the  brigade  across 
Stone's  River,  when  it  was  halted  by  General  Jackson  until  it  could  se- 
cure a  position  while  the  brigade  advanced.  When  the  brigade  became 
engaged,  the  section  took  a  position  on  the  hill  near  Cowan's  house,  and 
near  the  railroad,  and  fired  50  rounds,  when  the  enemy  removed  the 
battery  at  which  we  had  been  firing,  and  night  coming  on,  I  moved 
down  to  the  river,  and  on  Thursday  took  a  position  again  on  the  right, 
where  intrenchments  were  thrown  up. 

On  Friday  I  joined  the  brigade  on  the  extreme  left  near  the  Wilson- 
ville  [Wilkinson  or  Nashville]  pike,  and  at  12  [o'clock]  that  night  moved 
to  the  Nashville  pike,  where  the  men  remained  until  daylight  exposed 
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to  a  drenching  lain,  after  which  we  moved  to  the  extreme  right  again, 
and  at  midnight  Saturday  we  moved  through  Murfreesborough  to  the 
Nashville  pike,  marched  until  Sunday  evening,  exposed  again  to  the 
severity  of  the  weather. 

The  damage  done  by  the  firing  of  the  battery — I  cannot  say  what  dam- 
age was  done  to  the  enemy  ;  it  is  said  that  one  of  the  rifled  pieces  blew 
up  a  caisson.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  no  damage  whatever  was  done 
to  the  battery  by  the  shots  of  the  enemy.  The  men  all  behaved  with 
coolness,  and  with  a  determination  to  do  what  was  in  their  power  to 
drive  back  the  enemy  of  our  country. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

HARVEY  H.  ORIBBS, 
First  Lieutenant  J  Commanding  Lumsden^s  Battery, 


Ko.  253. 

Report  o/Maj.  Gen,  Patriek  B.  Cleburne^  €.  8.  Army,  commanding  division. 

Headquarters  Cleburne's  Division, 
Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

TullaJioma,  Tenn.j  January  31,  1863. 

On  December  26,  1862,  three  brigades  of  my  division  were  stationed 
at  College  Grove,  near  Eaglesville,  about  20  miles  west  of  Murfrees- 
borough. The  Fourth  Brigade,  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  M. 
Wood,  was  stationed  at  Triune,  4  miles  north  of  College  Grove,  on  the 
Nashville  and  Shelbyville  turnpike. 

On  the  evenin  J  of  the  same  day  I  had  information  that  the  euemy  had 
driven  back  the  cavalry  and  occupied  Nolensville,  in  my  front. 

During  the  night  I  received  orders  from  General  Hardee,  who  had 
gone  in  person  to  the  front,  to  have  everything  in  readiness  for  a  move- 
ment and  to  be  prepared  for  any  emergency.  I  also  received  instruc- 
tions as  to  the  roads  to  be  taken  by  my  train  and  fighting  force,  respect- 
ively, in  case  of  a  retreat  on  Murfreesborough. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  I  received  orders  from  the  same 
source  to  take  up  a  position  on  the  turnpike  about  1  mile  north  of  my 
encampment.  While  making  this  disposition,  I  received  orders  from 
General  Hardee  to  move  the  three  brigades  with  me  to  Murfreesborough 
by  the  routes  previously  decided  upon ;  also  that  Wood^s  brigade  would 
remain  at  Triune  and  assist  General  Wharton's  cavalry  to  retard  the 
farther  advance  of  the  enemy. 

For  the  proceedings  of  Wood's  brigade  under  this  order,  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  M.  Wood,  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 

I  immediately  moved  as  directed;  marched  all  day,  part  of  it  over  a 
miserable  road  and  through  a  cold,  drenching  rain,  and  encamped  after 
nightfall  on  the  Salem  turnpike,  within  1  mile  of  Stone's  River. 

On  the  morning  of  tne  28thi  General  Hardee  ordered  me  to  form  line 
of  battle  north  of  Murfreesborough  and  east  of  Stone's  River,  my  line 
to  face  north,  its  left  resting  on  the  river,  its  right  near  the  Lebanon 
turnpike,  800  or  1,000  yards  in  rear  of  a  line  already  occuijied  by  Breck- 
mridge's  division. 

Wood's  brigade,  falling  back  slowly  before  General  McCook's  army 
corps.  imi)edinghi8  advance  wherever  opportunity  offered,  finally  reached 
Stone's  Elver  and  rejoined  the  division  on  the  morning  of  the  29tli. 
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I  lay,  inactive,  in  line  of  battle  until  the  evening  of  the  30th,  when  1 
received  orders  to  move  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  the  army.  Arriving 
at  the  fording  place  on  Stone's  Eiver,  I  received  orders  to  remain  there 
until  General  Hardee  had  examined  the  ground  and  determined  my 
position.  It  was  dark  when  staff  officers  were  sent  to  order  me  forward 
and  show  me  my  position.  The  passage  of  the  river  in  the  night  was 
attended  with  many  difficulties,  and  my  whole  division  was  not  in  posi- 
tion before  midnight.  As  well  as  I  could  judge  from  the  camp-fires, 
my  line  was  a  prolongation  to  the  left  of  Cheatham's  line,  and  was  400 
or  500  yards  in  rear  of  McCown's  division. 

Soon  after  midnight  I  received  an  order  from  General  Hardee,  on 
which  I  based  and  issued  the  following  circular,  viz : 

Generals  of  brigades  will  have  their  respective  commands  in  readiness  to  move  upon 
the  enemy  at  4.30  o'clock  this  morning.  The  several  commands  will  fall  into  line  with- 
out signal  of  bugle  or  drum. 

Before  daylight  I  formed  line,  placing  Polk's  brigade,  with  Calvert's 
battery,  on  the  right ;  Johnson's  brigade,  with  Darden's  battery,  in  the 
center,  and  Liddell's  brigade,  with  the  Warren  Light  Artillery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  [H.]  Shannon,  on  the  left.  Wood's  brigade  I 
placed  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  Polk's.  This  brigade  had  no  battery 
in  the  fight,  its  battery  (Semple's,  of  six  Napoleon  guns)  having  been 
detached  the  day  before  to  support  Hanson's  brigade,  of  Breckinridge's 
division,  and  having  remained  with  that  brigade  on  the  right  of  the 
army. 

On  account  of  the  absence  on  duty  of  my  chief  of  artillery,  I  ordered 
my  chief  of  ordnance  (Captain  [T.  E.]  Hotchkiss)  to  act  as  chief  of  ar- 
tillery, and  Eobert  [D.]  Smith,  ordnance  officer  of  Polk's  brigade,  to  act 
as  division  ordnance  officer. 

It  was  not  yet  clear  day  when  I  received  orders  from  General  Hardee 
to  advance.  Swinijing  to  the  right  as  I  moved  forward,  I  rapidly  com- 
municated these  instructions  to  brigade  commanders,  caused  my  division 
to  load,  and  moved  forward,  stepping  short  upon  the  right  and  full  upon 
the  left,  so  as  to  swing  round  my  left  as  directed.  General  Cheatham's 
left  did  not  move  forward  at  the  same  moment  as  my  right,  and  my  divis- 
ion, inclining  to  the  left  as  it  advanced,  a  gap  was  soon  left  between 
us,  which  General  Hardee  directed  General  Wood's  brigade  to  till.  My 
whole  division  (Semple's  battery  excepted)  was  now  advancing  in  line  of 
battle,  gradually  wheeling  to  the  right  as  it  advanced.  My  left  had  not 
moved  half  a  mile  when  heavy  firing  commenced  near  its  front,  supposed 
to  be  McCown's  division  engaging  the  enemy.  A  ffew  moments  more, 
and  the  enemy's  skirmishers  opened  fire  along  the  right  and  left  center 
of  my  division,  indicating  that  instead  of  being  a  second  line  supporting 
McCown's  division,  I  was,  in  reality,  the  foremost  line  on  this  part  of 
the  field,  and  that  McCown's  line  had  unaccountably  disappeared  from 
my  front.  Skirmishers  were  immediately  thrown  forward,  and  I  pressed 
on,  continuing  the  difficult  wheel  under  fire,  through  a  country  cut  up 
with  numerous  fences  and  thickets.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  crowd- 
ing and  improper  opening  out  in  the  center  of  my  line.  Polk's  and 
Johnson's  brigades  had  to  be  moved  by  the  flank  more  than  once  to 
regain  their  true  positions.  Driving  back  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in  the 
face  of  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  I  encountered  his  first  solid  line 
of  battle  at  an  average  distance  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  scene 
of  my  bivouac  of  last  night.  The  left  of  this  line  (opposite  Wood's  and 
Polk's  brigades)  stretched  through  a  large  cedar  brake ;  the  right  (oppo- 
site Liddell's  and  Johnson's)  through  open  ground.    In  many  parts  of 
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the  brake  the  enemy  found  natural  breastworks  of  limestone  rock.  In 
the  open  ground  he  covered  most  of  his  line  behind  a  string  of  fence. 
Opi)Osite  my  left,  where  the  ground  was  open,  a  second  line  of  tlie  enemy, 
supported  by  artillery,  could  be  seen  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  his  first. 
Here  was  my  first  important  fight  of  the  day.  It  extended  along  my 
whole  line,  and  was  participated  in  by  McNair's  brigade,  of  McC'own's 
division,  which  had  been  placed  on  my  left,  and  which  a  few  moments 
before  had  surprised  and  driven  the  enemy  from  the  ground  over  which 
my  left  had  passed.  The  fight  was  short  and  bloody,  lasting  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  when  the  enemy  gave  way,  both  in  the  cedars  and 
open  ground,  and  fled  back  on  his  second  line,  which  was  immediately 
encountered  in  the  woods,  pastures,  and  open  ground  in  rear  of  his 
former  position.  His  second  line  soon  gave  way,  and  be -h  went  oft*  to- 
gether. My  first  fight  may  be  said  to  have  ended  here.  It  s  results  were 
important. 

The  Eighth  Arkansas,  of  LiddelFs  brigade,  captured  t\vo  stand  of 
colors.  They  were  handed  to  Colonel  [John  H.  |  Kelly  oo  the  field  by 
Private  James  Eiddle,  of  Company  C,  and  Corj)!.  N.  A.  Horn,  of  Com- 
pany E.  In  the  rapid  pursuit  which  followed.  Colonel  Kelly  could  not 
carry  them  j  thej  were  left  on  the  field,  and,  I  fear,  appropriated  by  some 
person  who  had  no  title  to  them. 

The  Second  Arkansas  [Infantry],  of  LiddelPs  brigade,  again  encoun- 
tered and  defeated  the  Twenty-second  Indiana  (the  same  regiment  it  had 
so  severely  handled  at  the  battle  of  Perryville),  wounding  and  capturing 
its  lieutenant-colonel.  This  brigade  also  captured  two  rifled  cannon,  with 
suitable  ammunition  ;  these  Lieutenant  Shannon  added  to  his  battery, 
and  used  on  the  enemy  at  subsequent  periods  of  the  battle.  In  Johnson's 
brigade,  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  charged  and  captured  a  battery  of 
four  guns.  In  Wood's  brigade,  the  Sixteenth  Alabama  wounded  and 
captured  the  colonel  and  killed  the  lieutenaiit-colonel  and  major  of  the 
One  hundred  and  first  Ohio.  My  losses  were  very  severe,  especially  on 
my  left  wing,  where  Johnson's  and  I  Jddeli's  l>rigades  suffered  more  than 
in  all  the  subsequent  fighting  of  the  day.  In  Johnson's  brigade,  Colonel 
[A.  S.]  Marks,  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  (one  of  the  best  officers 
in  the  division),  was  severely  wounded.  Major  [H.  C]  Ewin,  Forty- 
fourth  Tennessee,  was  mortally  wounded.  Colonel  [Moses]  Wliite  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [R.  D.]  Frayser,  Thirty -seventh  Tennessee,  were 
wounded.  Colonel  [J.  M.]  Hughs,  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee,  was  wounded. 
In  Polk's  brigade,  Majors  [C.  H.]  Carlton  and  [R.  A.]  Duncan,  Fifteenth 
and  Thirteenth  Arkansas,  were  wounded.  In  Wood's  brigade,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel [A.  H.]  Helvenston  aud  Major  [J.  H.]  McGaughy,  Sixteenth 
Alabama,  were  wounded.  In  all,  nine  field  officers,  and  a  proportionate 
nunrber  of  company  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates 
were  killed  or  wounded  in  this  fight. 

My  division  was  now  engaged  in  a  rapid,  but  not  very  orderly,  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy,  which  was  continued  until  a  fresh  line  of  his  infantry 
and  artillery  came  in  view.  This  line  was  drawn  up  on  the  south  side  of, 
and  parallel  to,  the  Wilkinson  turnpike,  its  right  resting  in  open  woods, 
its  left  in  open  fields.  It  checked  or  pushed  back  portions  of  my  com- 
mand, which,  in  the  ardor  of  pursuit,  had  advanced  beyond  the  general 
line.  My  whole  division  (the  right  of  Johnson's  brigade,  which  had  de- 
layed to  replenish  its  ammunition,  excepted)  again  engaged  the  enemy. 
Advancing  steadily  in  the  face  of  a  heavy  fire  of  infantry  and  artillery, 
Liddell's  brigade,  and  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  of  Johnson's  brigade, 
drove  back  the  enemy's  right.  Wood's  and  Polk's  brigades  encountered 
a  more  obstinate  and  protracted  resistance  to  the  open  fields  where  they 
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fought ;  bnt  here,  too,  success  again  rewarded  the  bravery  of  my  meu. 
The  enemy  were  driven  across  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  woods  and  heavy  cedar  brake  on  the  north  side.  In  this  fight  I  cap- 
tured 2  hospitals,  nearly  1,000  prisoners,  a  train  of  ammunition  wagons, 
1  piece  of  artillery,  3  or  4  caissons,  and  2  wagons  loaded  with  medical 
stores.  The  Federal  General  [J.  W.]  Sill  was  killed  near  one  of  the 
hospitals.  The  Seventeenth  Tennessee,  of  Johnson's  brigade,  and  the 
Second  A  .kansas,  of  LiddelFs  brigade,  contend  for  the  honor  of  having 
first  captured  the  hospital  and  killed  General  Sill. 

My  line  was  now  far  advanced  beyond  that  of  Withers  and  Cheatham. 
I  began  to  discover  from  the  firing  that  I  was  getting  in  rear  of  the 
right  flank  of  the  enemy's  center  My  right  wing  and  left  center  were 
exposed  to  a  heavy  enfilading  fire  as  they  crossed  the  open  ground  near 
the  turnpike  from  a  powerful  battery  planted  near  the  north  side  of  the 
pike.  Captain  Hotchkiss,  acting  chief  of  artillery,  placed  Darden's  and 
[J.  H.]  Calvert's  batteries  in  position,  and  boldly  attacked  the  Parrott 
and  rifled  artillery  of  the  enemy.  Wood's  brigade  having  moved  back 
to  get  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition,  Brigadier-General  Polk  moved 
forward,  but  was  forced  by  the  enfilading  tire  to  change  front  forward 
on  his  first  battalion,  so  as  to  place  his  line  at  right  angles  to  the  pike 
and  facing  eastwardly.  This  done,  he  advanced  and  attacked  the  sup- 
ports of  the  battery,  while  Hotchkiss,  though  greatly  overmatched  in 
number  and  caliber  of  guns,  continued  to  fire  on  them.  The  enemy 
abandoned  the  position,  leaving  several  pieces  of  artillery,  The  Fifth 
Confederate  and  First  Arkansas  passed  througli  and  beyond  these  guns, 
and  fairly  deserve  the  honor  of  having  captured  them.  Colonel  [P.  B.] 
Hawkins,  of  the  Eleventh  Kentucky,  commanding  a  Federal  brigade, 
was  killed  by  the  First  Arkansas  [Infantry]  during  this  fight.  Relieved 
of  the  enfilading  fire.  Brigadier- General  Polk  again  changed  front  and 
resumed  his  original  line  of  advance. 

In  the  mean  time  Wood's  brigade  had  come  up  and  been  ordered  by 
me  to  the  left  of  Polk's  brigade.  Johnson's  brigade  had  also  come  up, 
and,  like  Polk's,  had  been  forced  by  the  enfilading  fire  to  change  front. 
I  had  ordered  Brigadier-General  Johnson  to  throw  forward  a  strong 
company  of  sharpshooters  and  advance  on  the  battery  to  Polk's  assist- 
ance ;  but  just  at  this  time  the  firing  ceased,  and  I  discovered  the  en- 
emy had  been  driven  back,  as  before  stated.  I  then  changed  the  direc- 
tion of  Johnson's  ad^^ance  to  correspond  with  Polk's,  and  moved  his 
brigade  on  the  right  of  Polk's,  whose  guns  were  again  heard  in  conflict 
with  the  enemy.  On  examination,  I  found  the  enemy  had  made  another 
stand  in  a  heavy  cedar  brake  north  of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  in  front 
of  where  my  right  crossed  it.  He  had  again  found  natural  breastworks 
of  limestone  rock,  and  covered  most  of  his  line  behind  them.  He  made 
an  obstinate  and  destructive  resistance,  during  which  Polk's  brigade 
suffered  a  severe  repulse ;  but  he  was  finally  dislodged  and  driven  from 
the  cedars.  Toward  the  close  of  this  fight.  Smith's  brigade,  of  Cheat- 
ham's division,  under  command  of  Colonel  [A.  J.]  Yaughan,  [jr.,]  came 
up  on  my  left  and  rendered  us  material  assistance. 

In  this  fight  Sergeant  Lovin,  of  the  Third  Confederate  Regiment,  of 
Wood's  brigade,  captured  a  stand  of  colors,  which  I  herewith  transmit. 
Lieut.  Col.  Don  McGregor,  of  the  First  Arkansas,  fell  mortally  wounded, 
and  Major  [J.  T.]  McReynolds,  the  last  field  officerof  the  Thirty-seventh 
Tennessee,  was  mortally  wounded. 

The  commanding  officers  of  Brigadier-General  Wood's  regiments  again 
reported  their  ammunition  expended ;  he  moved  the  brigade  in  rear  of  the 
WilkinBon  pike  to  procure  a  supply.    While  there  information  reached 
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General  Hardee  that  the  enemy  was  threatening  our  left  flank,  and  he 
ordered  Wood's  brigade  to  remain  in  the  rear  and  protect  the  trains.  This 
was  the  smallest  brigade  I  had,  numbering  on  the  morning  of  the  fight 
not  over  1,100  officers  and  men.  It  was  without  a  battery,  as  before 
explained ;  was  on  the  extreme  right  of  my  line  (the  most  exposed  posi- 
tion) up  to  the  time  of  crossing  the  pike,  and  at  this  time  did  not  num- 
ber 500. 

The  enemy  was  now  driven  out  of  the  cedars  in  our  front,  but  to  the 
right  of  my  division  he  still  remained  undisturbed,  and  as  I  again  at- 
tempted to  advance  I  found  myself  flanked  on  the  right  and  again  ex- 
posed to  an  enfilading  fire.  I  therefore  determined  to  advance  on  a  line 
farther  to  the  left,  and  where  my  right  flank  would  not  be  so  fearfully 
exposed.  With  this  view,  I  ordered  General  Johnson  to  move  his  brigade 
to  the  left,  where  LiddelPs  brigad(  would  again  connect  with  him. 

But  here  it  would  be  proper  to  give  a  statement  of  the  doings  of  Lid- 
delPs brigade  since  last  mentioned  as  having  driven  back  a  line  of  the 
enemy  on  the  south  side  of  the  Wilkinson  pi  ke.  While  my  other  brigades 
inclined  to  the  right,  as  stated,  Brigadier- General  Liddell  moved  diago- 
nally to  the  left  for  a  considerable  distance  through  open  woods.  He  met 
the  enemy  on  the  far  eAlgG  of  these  woods  and  drove  him  over  the  crest 
of  the  high  ground  beyond.  Throwing  forward  skirmishers,  it  was  found 
he  had  made  another  stand  in  the  valley  of  OveralPs  Creek,  400  or  500 
yards  beyond  the  crest.  Liddell  moved  his  battery  to  the  crest  and  drove 
hiin  back  until  he  disappeared  from  view  behind  the  embankment  of  the 
Nashville  railroad.  From  the  high  point  where  his  battery  now  was,  Lid- 
dell was  in  full  view  of  the  Nashville  turnpike  and  the  enemy^s  trains. 
He  opened  with  his  artillery  on  one  portion  of  the  train,  while  General 
Wharton,  with  the  cavalry,  charged  another.  The  trains  disappeared  in 
haste  and  confusion.  At  this  time  LiddelPs  brigade  was  the  extreme  left 
of  the  infantry  of  the  army,  and  there  was  a  gap  of  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  between  his  right  and  the  left  of  the  other  portion  of  the  division. 
I  determined  to  unite  the  division  opposite  this  gap  and  advance.  I 
ordered  Johnson  to  move  on  the  left  of  Polk's  brigade,  and  at  the  same 
time  sent  orders  to  Brigadier-General  Liddell  to  move  his  brigade  by  the 
right  flank  until  he  had  reconnected  with  Johnson^s  brigade. 

While  these  commands  were  being  executed,  1  met  a  brigade  of  Mc- 
Cown'S  division  retreating  in  great  disorder.  I  thmk  this  brigade  must 
have  attempted  to  advance  through  the  gap  in  my  division  and  been 
Fepulsed. 

By  moving  inward  and  uniting  in  the  gap  mentioned,  my  division 
again  advanced  on  a  line  midway  between  the  diverging  lines  which  the 
two  portions  had  before  pursued.  I  advanced  with  four  brigades,  dis- 
posed as  follows :  Polk's  brigade  on  the  right,  LiddelPs  on  the  left.  Smith's 
brigade,  of  Cheatham's  division,  the  right  center,  Johnson's  the  left  cen- 
ter. I  had  not  moved  100  yards  when  LiddelPs  brigade  became  hotly 
engaged  with  a  line  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  across  a  neck  of  woods  and 
prolonged  into  the  fields  on  each  side.  This,  I  think,  was  a  continuation 
to  the  left  of  the  same  line  which  my  other  brigades  had  defeated  farther 
to  the  right,  or  it  may  have  been  the  line  which  had  caused  the  repulse 
of  McCown's  division  (just  mentioned)  and  which  was  pursuing.  How- 
ever this  be,  Liddell  met  the  enemy  here  in  force  and  engaged  in  the  most 
obstinately  contested  and  (to  the  enemy)  most  destructive  tight  which 
had  yet  occurred.  Not  until  Liddell  had  closed  within  25  i)aces  of  him 
would  the  portion  of  his  line  in  the  woods  give  way. 

Colonel  Kelly,  of  the  Eighth  Arkansas,  and  Colonel  [S.  G.J  Smith,  of 
tho  Sixth  and  Seventh  Arkansas,  were  wounded  here. 
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Lieutenant  Colonel  [John  E.]  Murray,  of  the  Fifth  Arkansas,  bore  the 
eolors  of  his  regiment  through  the  hottest  of  the  tight,  and  by  his  own 
bright  example  encouraged  his  men  to  despise  danger. 

J.  K.  Leslie,  a  brave  and  intelligent  private  of  Company  C,  of  this 
regiment,  captured  a  beautiful  stand  of  colors  belonging  to  one  of  the 
enemy's  regiments  of  regulars.     This  flag  I  also  herewith  transmit. 

The  enemy  gave  way  and  fled,  leaving  a  large  number  of  dead  behind 
him.  Johnson's,  Smith's,  and  Polk's  brigades  moved  rapidly  in  pursuit, 
obliquing  to  the  left  as  they  advanced.  Liddell  rapidly  reformed  his  line 
and  followed,  en  echelon^  about  100  yards  in  rear  of  Johnson.  My  orders, 
frequently  received  from  General  Hardee  during  the  day,  being  to  push 
the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  give  him  no  time  to  rally  or  select  positions, 
I  did  not  halt  the  division  or  lose  any  time  in  rectifying  distances  or 
alignments.  The  line  had  not  advanced  a  quarter  of  a  mile  when  a  fresh 
line  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  in  open  fields.  He  was  supported  by 
numerous  and  well-served  batteries.  At  this  time  I  had  but  one  bat- 
tery (Liddell's).  Polk's  could  not  follow  through  the  heavy  woods  and 
Johnson's  had  been  ordered  by  General  Hardee  to  remain  in  reserve 
near  the  Wilkinson  pike.  My  line  advanced  steadily,  pouring  in  a  deadly 
fire,  and  drove  the  enemy  across  a  small  dirt  road.  That  portion  of  his 
line  opposite  Johnson  rallied  behind  a  fence  on  the  far  side  of  the  dirt 
road,  but  was  driven  from  there  also,  when  his  whole  line  disappeared 
in  the  cedar  woods,  which  here  border  the  Nashville  pike,  and  were  close 
behind  him.  Still  another  line  of  the  enemy  showed  itself  on  the  edge 
of  these  cedars.  A  heavy  fire  of  small-arms  was  immediately  directed 
upon  him.  He  fled  back  in  the  woods,  leaving  the  ground  in  front  of 
Johnson's  brigade  thickly  covered  with  dead  and  wounded.  Following 
up  their  success,  our  men  gained  the  edge  of  the  cedars — Johnson's  bri- 
gade capturing  a  battery  of  Parrott  guns — and  were  almost  on  the  Nash- 
ville turnpike,  in  rear  of  the  original  center  of  Rosecrans'  army,  sweep- 
ing with  their  fire  his  only  line  of  communication  with  Nashville ;  but  it 
was  now  after  3  o'clock ;  my  men  had  had  little  or  no  rest  the  night  be- 
fore )  they  had  been  fighting  since  dawn,  without  relief,  food,  or  water  ; 
they  were  comparatively  without  the  support  of  artillery,  for  the  ad- 
vance had  been  too  rapid  to  enable  my  single  battery  to  get  in  position 
and  answer  the  enemy;  their  ammunition  was  again  nearly  exhausted, 
and  our  ordnance  trains  could  not  follow. 

At  this  critical  moment  the  enemy  met  my  thinned  ranks  with  another 
fresh  line  of  battle,  supported  by  a  heavier  and  closer  artillery  fire  than 
I  had  yet  encountered.  A  report  also  spread,  which  I  believe  was  true, 
that  we  were  flanked  on  the  right.  This  was  more  than  our  men  could 
stand.  Smith's  brigade  was  driven  back  in  great  confusion.  Polk's  and 
Johnson's  followed.  As  our  broken  ranks  went  back  over  the  fields  be- 
fore the  fire  of  this  fresh  line,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  our  right  flank 
from  several  batteries  which  they  had  concentrated  on  an  eminence  near 
the  railroad,  inflicting  a  heavier  loss  on  Polk's  brigade  than  it  had  suf- 
fered in  all  the  previous  fighting  of  the  day.  The  division  was  rallied 
on  the  edge  of  the  opposite  woods,  about  400  yards  in  rear  of  the  scene 
of  disaster,  though  some  of  the  men  could  not  be  stopped  until  they 
reached  the  Wilkinson  pike.  Liddell's  brigade,  en  echelon  on  my  extreme 
left,  was  not  engaged  in  this  last  fight  and  was  moved  back  in  good  order 
to  the  line  where  the  other  brigades  rallied.  Here  I  reformed  my  divis- 
ion as  rapidly  as  possible,  Polk's  brigade  on  the  right,  Johnson's  in  the 
center,  and  Liddell's  on  the  left.  A  fresh  supply  of  ammunition  was 
served  out,  and  I  waited  in  momentary  expectation  for  an  advance  of  the 
enemy  in  overwhelming  force.     He  never  advanced  a  foot,  and  the  ques- 
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tion  presented  itself,  Ought  I  to  again  advance  ?  I  was  now  in  posses- 
sion of  3  miles  of  ground  conquered  from  the  enemy,  large  numbers  of 
prisoners,  cannon,  and  small-arms.  Another  repulse,  and  I  might  lose 
all  these  and  cause  the  demoralization  and  destruction  of  my  division. 
I  immediately  reported  the  situation  to  General  Hardee,  and  was  or- 
dered by  him  to  hold  the  ground  I  had  won,  rest,  and  reorganize  my 
division  and  await  further  orders.  Pushing  my  pickets  well  forward,  I 
bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  on  the  same  line  which  the  division  rallied 
on  after  the  repulse. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  there  were  rumors  that  the  enemy  was 
retreating.  1  was  ordered  by  General  Hardee  to  push  forward,  feel  the 
enemy,  and  ascertain  the  true  state  of  affairs  in  our  front.  LiddelPs 
brigade  was  moved  forward  and  to  the  left,  and  drove  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers back  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  beyond  a  white  house 
used  as  a  Federal  hospital,  and  situated  on  the  small  dirt  road  near 
which  oar  last  fight  of  the  day  before  occurred. 

During  this  fight  Lieutenant- Colonel  [F.  J.]  Cameron,  Sixth  and  Sev- 
enth Arkansas  Eegiment,  was  wounded. 

Liddeir  again  swept  the  Nashville  turnpike  with  his  artillery,  and 
greatly  disturbed  the  enemy's  trains,  which  could  be  seen  on  and  near 
it.  Eeceiving  another  message  from  General  Hardee  to  the  effect  that 
he  had  ordered  me  to  feel  the  enemy,  and  could  not  hear  my  guns,  and 
at  the  same  time  receiviog  information  from  General  Liddell  that  he 
was  in  line  of  battle  near  the  hospital  just  mentioned,  and  needed  im- 
mediate support  on  his  right,  1  ordered  General  Wood  to  move  his  bri- 
gade forward  cautiously,  and  support  Liddell  on  the  right,  but  I  also 
informed  him  that  the  object  was  merely  to  ascertain  whether  the  en- 
emy was  still  in  force  in  our  front,  not  to  bring  on  a  general  battle. 
Wood's  brigade  moved  forward,  and  I  moved  Johnson's  skirmishers 
forward  en  echelon  on  Wood's  right  flank,  so  as  to  protect  him  as  mucji 
as  possible.  Wood's  brigade  formed  line  close  to  the  dirt  road  last  men- 
tioned, and  immediately  became  hotly  engaged  with  a  very  large  force 
of  the  enemy,  which  advanced  on  him  out  of  the  cedars  where  our  repulse 
of  the  day  before  occurred.  He  found  that  Liddell  was  not  on  his 
left,  as  expected,  having  previously  fallen  back ;  he  also  discovered  that 
the  enemy  were  flanking  him  on  the  left  with  another  heavy  force.  At 
this  time  he  received  an  order  direct  from  General  Hardee  not  to  bring 
on  a  general  battle.  He  ceased  firing  and  fell  back,  leaving  several 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  ground.  Some  of  the  men  of  the  Forty-fifth 
Mississippi  Eegiment  had  gone  so  far  ahead  that  retreat  was  impossible ; 
they  remained  where  they  were,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Wood  must  have  lost  nearly  100  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  in 
this  fight.  It  was  now  clear  the  enemy  was  still  in  force  in  my  front, 
and  I  so  reported  it. 

On  Friday  morning,  January  2, 1  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy  was 
fortifying  his  position.  On  consultation  with  my  brigade  commanders, 
I  addressed  a  note  to  General  Hardee,  which  I  requested  him  to  forward 
to  General  Bragg,  stating  this  important  fact,  and  that  I  feared,  if  my 
single,  and  now  reduced,  line  was  pushed  on  the  enemy  in  his  fortified 
position,  the  result  would  prove  very  disastrous,  but  that  I  believed  I 
could  hold  a  defensible  position  against  any  assault  of  the  enemy. 

Semple's  battery  rejoined  me  on  the  1st.  On  the  2d,  Friday  evening, 
I  was  ordered  to  send  four  of  his  guns  to  support  an  attack  about  to  be 
made  by  Major-General  Breckinridge's  division.  My  acting  chief  of  ar- 
tillery, Captain  Hotchkiss,  having  been  twice  wounded  while  gallantly 
discharging  his  duty,  I  ordered  him  to  quit  the  f  eld  (which  he  reluc- 

54  R  R — VOL  XX.  PT  I 


850  KY  ,  MID.  AND  E.  TE^N  ,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXX\t. 

tantly  did)  and  directed  Captain  Semple  to  act  as  chief  of  artillery.  Gap- 
taiL  Sem[>le  sent  four  of  his  12-pounders,  under  Lieutenant  [E.  J.]  Fitz- 
patrick,  to  General  Breckinridge's  division.  In  the  desperate  conflict 
which  took  place  on  the  right  that  evening,  this  battery  bore  a  conspic- 
uous part.  Out  of  45  men  and  officers,  20  were  killed  and  wounded  j 
among  them  Lieut.  Joseph  Pollard,  who  is  represented  as  having  fought 
most  bravely,  and  only  yielded  when  his  leg  and  arm  were  both  broken  j 
14  horses  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  was  lost. 
For  details  of  the  noble  conduct  of  this  battery  in  the  fight,  I  refer  you 
to  the  report  of  Gaptain  Semple,  herewith  sent. 

About  11  o'clock  that  night  the  enemy  made  a  reconnaissance  in  force 
in  front  of  my  division ;  he  was  driven  back  by  my  skirmishers.  Imme- 
diately afterward  I  received  orders  to  withdraw  my  pickets  and  resume 
the  position  held  by  me  on  the  morning  of  December  30,  on  the  right  of 
the  army,  in  rear  of  Breckinridge's  division.  Here  I  remained,  endur- 
ing the  incessant  cold  rain  of  that  night  and  next  day,  until  11  p.  m.  of 
the  3d,  when  I  commenced  retreating  on  Manchester. 

After  the  battles  of  Wednesday,  I  collected  a  large  number  of  guns 
and  sent  them  to  General  Bragg's  chief  of  ordnance.  I  also  got  several 
artillery  horses,  with  which  T  replaced  most  of  the  disabled  horses  in  my 
batteries ;  also  a  large  quantity  of  artillery  ammunition,  harness,  and 
other  articles  necessary  in  batteries. 

To  the  courage  and  patriotism  of  the  officers  and  men,  the  good  disci- 
pline which  existed  among  them,  and  the  unexpected  suddenness  of  the 
attack,  are  alone  due  the  success  which  attended  my  advance  upon  the 
enemy's  right.  With  the  exception  of  the  wheel  of  my  division,  directed 
by  General  Hardee,  on  the  morning  of  the  great  battle,  there  was  no 
strategic  movement  attempted.  It  was  one  determined  charge,  some- 
times checked,  and  even  repulsed,  by  the  enemy  j  sometimes  delayed  to 
procure  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition,  but  ever  renewed  and  successful, 
until  McGook's  Federal  corps  of  1 8,000  men,  composing  the  right  wing 
of  Rosecrans'  army,  had  been  swept  away,  and  two  or  three  lines  of  his 
successors  had  shared  the  same  fate. 

To  Brigadier- Generals  Johnson,  Wood,  and  Polk,  andGolonel  Vaughan, 
commanding  Smith's  brigade,  of  Gheatham's  division,  the  country  is 
indebted  for  their  great  exertions  on  this  occasion.  Brigadier-General 
Liddell  led  his  brigade  with  a  skill,  courage,  and  devotion  which,  I  believe, 
saved  my  left  flank  from  beiug  turned  by  the  enemy. 

I  found  the  following  officers  of  my  staff  very  efficient  in  this  battle; 
they  were  at  their  posts  all  the  time,  and  discharged  their  difficult 
duties  with  a  courage,  promptness,  and  intelligence  not  often  equaled, 
viz :  CoL  W.  W.  Kirkland,  chief  of  staff  j  Maj.Galhoun  Benham,  assist 
ant  inspector-general;  Gapt.  Irving  A.  Buck,  assistant  adjutant- general; 
Lieuts.  J.  W.  Jetton  and  J.  K.  Dixon  (the  latter  was  wounded) ;  Gapt. 
T.  R.  Hotchkiss  (wounded) ;  John  M.  Johnson,  chief  surgeon ;  Surg.  J.  H. 
Erskine,  chief  inspector.  Dr.  Johnson  showed  the  same  zeal,  courage, 
and  energy  in  this  battle  which  has  distinguished  him  on  ev^ery  other 
occasion,  and  made  me  feel  that  my  division  was  very  fortunate  in  having 
secured  his  services. 

In  addition  to  the  officers  and  men  already  mentioned  in  my  report, 
the  following  officers  and  men  have  been  brought  to  my  notice  for  dis- 
tinguished services  on  the  field.  I  hope  it  will  be  considered  no  dispar 
agement  of  the  services  of  other  bra  v^e  men  of  my  division,  some  of  whom 
laid  down  their  lives  or  lost  limbs  on  this  field,  if  their  gallant  deeds 
have  been  overlooked  in  this  report. 

In  Wood's  brigade  I  must  specially  mention  the  following  officers  anc 
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men  of  the  Sixteenth  Alabama,  viz :  Col.  W.  B.  Wood  and  Adjt.  B.  A. 
Wilson  (wounded) ;  Captain  [William]  Hodges,  Company  F  ;  Lieutenant 
[C]  Davis,  Company  B ;  Lieutenant  [G.  W.  W.]  Jones,  Company  G ; 
Lieutenant  [G.]  Pride,  Company  A  ;  Lieutenant  [C.  F.]  Carson,  Company 
C,  who  remained  fighting  after  he  was  wounded  5  Lieutenant  [D.  O.] 
Warren,  Compauy  Fj  Lieutenant  [Thomas  J.]  Salter,  Company  D,who 
was  wounded,  but  returned  to  the  field  the  moment  his  wound  was 
dressed;  Sergt.  Maj.  Eobert  H.  Cherry  and  Private  Harvey  G.  Sargent, 
of  Company  H ;  Privates  William  Boyce  and  James  Peeden,  of  Company 
C^  Sergeant  Bowen,  Company  H;  Sergt.  H.  W.  Rutland,  Company  A; 
Privates  Peter  White,  Company  F ;  Robert  Williams,  Company  B,  and 
H.  D.  Smith,  Company  A;  the  latter,  wounded  in  both  legs,  deserves 
promotion.  In  the  Forty-fifth  Mississippi  :  Lieutenant-Colonel  [R.] 
Charlton,  Major  [E.  F.]  Nunn,  Adjt.  Frank  Foster,  jr.,  Sergeants  As- 
berry,  Doolittle,  Morrison,  Vaughan,  Stewart,  Lieut.  G.  W.  Williams, 
Sergeant-Major  Kern,  Corporals  Mallett,  Hackler,  and  Read,  and  Pri- 
vate McChadiu.  Corporal  Read  volunteered  to  carry  the  colors  after 
the  color-bearer  had  been  shot  down.  He  is  well  qualified  as  an  officer, 
and  ought  to  be  promoted.  In  the  Thirty-third  Alabama:  Colonel 
[Samuel]  Adams,  Captains  [W.  E.]  Dodson  and  Thomas  Seay  (severely 
wounded,  in  advance),  Sergeant-Major  Mizell  (mortally  wounded),  Corpl. 
Isaac  R.  Smith,  Comx)any  C  ;  Sergeant  Stewart,  Company  H  ;  Privates 
Byrd,  Compauy  1 ;  Foster,  Company  E,  and  Riley,  Company  D.  In  the 
Third  Confederate:  Major  [J.  F.]  Cameron.  Wood's  Sharpshooters :  Cap- 
tain [A.  T.]  Hawkins. 

PoWs  Brigade. — In  Fifth  Confederate  :  Col.  J.  A.  Smith  and  Adjt.  F. 
T.  Smith.  In  First  Arkansas :  Colonel  [John  W.]  Colquitt,  Lieut.  Col. 
Don  McGregor,  Adjt.  S.  N.  Greenwood,  Captain  [William  A.]  Alex- 
ander, Company  B  (wounded) ;  Captain  [W.  H.]  Scales,  Company  C 
(wounded);  Captain  [O.  F.]  Parrish,  Company  D  (wounded);  Lieut. 
John  E.  Letson  (wounded) ;  Corpls.  Green  M.  .McKenzie,  Company  A 
(killed) ;  John  S.  T.  Hemphill,  Company  B  (wounded) ;  Privates  G.  W. 
Sallee,  Company  C  ;  J.  C.  Bogy,  Company  D  ;  W.  W.  Chaney,  Company 
E ;  Hardee  J.  Bullion,  Company  F,  and  A.  P.  Green,  Company  G  (killed) ; 
elaraes  Beeson,  Company  H  ;  John  H.  Curd,  Company  I  (killed) ;  Ocean 
C.  Choat,  Company  K  (killed).  In  Thirteenth  and  Fifteenth  Arkan- 
sas :  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Osborne,  Companies  B  and  H,  Fifteenth  Arkan- 
sas; Lieut.  John  Dolan,  Company  A,  Thirteenth  Arkansas,  ought  to  be 
promoted  ;  Color-bearer  Felix  E.  Lipe,  Thirteenth  Arkansas  (wounded) ; 
First  Sergt.  J.  M.  Harkleroad,  Company  F,  Fifteenth  Arkansas ;  Pri- 
vate William  Sandford,  Company  E,  Thirteenth  Arkansas  (wounded), 
ought  to  be  promoted ;  Lieut.  William  [H.]  Pearce  and  Captain  [  W.  H.] 
Kinsey,  Fifteenth  Arkansas.  In  Fifth  Tennessee :  Col.  B.  J.  Hill,  well 
worthy  of  promotion.  Calvert's  Battery :  Joseph  Lemon,  color-bearer, 
deserves  promotion. 

LiddelVs  Brigade. — In  Second  Arkansas :  Lieutenants  [H.  C]  Collier 
and  [B.  L.]  Clegg,  I  fear  killed  ;  Lieutenant  Colonel  [Reuben  F.]  Harvey, 
Captain  [J.  K]  Phillips,  Company  F,  ought  to  be  promoted ;  Lieuten- 
ants [C.  S.]  Emerson,  Company  A ;  [M.  D.]  Brown,  Company  K,  and 
[R.  E.]  Smith,  Company  G.  In  Eighth  Arkansas:  Adjutant  [H.  J.] 
McCurdy,  a  brave  young  sold  er  (killed) ;  Lieutenant  [S.  B.]  Cole,  Com- 
pany I;  Lieut.  Calvin  East,  Company  H  ;  Lieut.  T.  H.  Beard,  Company 
F  (killed) ;  Lieutenant  [W.  M.]  Bass,  Company  E ;  Captain  [W.  H.j 
Lankford,  Company  A ;  Lieutenant  [B.  A.]  Terrett,  Company  E.  In 
Fifth  Arkansas :  Captain  [A.  B.]  Washington,  Company  K ;  Privates 
John  Atkinson,  Company  C ;  B.  W.  Maret,  Company  I,  and  0.  Mattix, 
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Company  F.  This  soldier  was  too  badly  wounded  to  carry  his  gun.  He 
asked  to  be  allowed  to  carry  the  colors,  and  did  so  through  the  rest  of 
the  day.  Three  color-bearers  had  been  shot  down  previously.  In  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Arkansas:  Captain  [J.  W.]  Martin,  Lieutenant  [J.  A.] 
Keeves,  and  Captain  [S.  C]  Brown,  ever  foremost  in  leading  their  men; 
Captains  [J.  G.]  Fletcher,  [W.  E.]  Wilkerson,  and  [M.  M.]  Duffie 
(wounded) ;  Sergeant-Major  Eddins,  Sergeant  Bratton,  Company  H ; 
Private  Hulse,  Company  K ;  the  color-bearer,  whose  name  has  not  been 
furnished  to  me. 

Johnson's  Brigade. — In  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee :  Capt.  A.  Green, 
Company  G;  Capt.  G.  H.  Swope,  Company  H;  First  Lieut.  D.  S. 
Walker,  Company  D.  In  Forty -fourth  Tennessee:  Maj.  H.  C.  Ewin 
and  Capt.  Samuel  Stiles,  Company  A ;  Adjt.  K.  G.  Cross,  Lieutenants 
[F.  M.]  Kelso,  Company  B ;  [J.  W.]  Dickins,  Company  C  ;  [W.  H.] 
Gibbs,  Company  F ;  A.  P.  Forester,  Company  K  (wounded) ;  Color- 
Sergt.  M.  J.  Turner  and  Corpl.  L  S.  Berry,  Company  I  (wounded) ; 
Corpl.  John  W.  Gill,  Company  F  (killed) ;  Privates  J.  D.  Stone,  Com- 
pany B  ;  S.  G.  Heflm,  Company  C  (killed) ;  B.  P.  Hargroves,  Company 
B  (wounded) ;  James  D.  Crenshaw,  Company  H  (wounded),  and  J.  M. 
Sellers,  Company  K.  In  Twenty-third  Tennessee :  Capt.  N.  R.  Allen, 
Company  E ;  Capt.  W.  H.  Harder,  Company  G ;  Privates  Henry  C. 
Haynes,  Company  E,  and  Stephen  M.  Foster,  Company  C.  In  Seven 
teenth  Tennessee  :  Adjt.  James  [B.]  Fitzpatrick. 

I  wish  to  call  particular  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Sergt. 
William  N.  Cameron,  color-bearer  of  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  Regiment. 
In  the  last  fight  he  advanced  in  front  of  his  regiment  so  far  that  when 
it  fell  back  he  was  unable  to  follow,  and  was  captured.  He  tore  the 
colors  from  the  staff,  concealed  them  upon  his  person,  and  made  his 
escape  from  Bowling  Green,  bringing  with  him  the  flag  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Tennessee  Regiment. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  T  carried  into  the  fight  6,045  men, 
out  of  which  I  lost  2,081  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  R.  CLEBURNE, 

Major-Oeneral, 

Maj.  T.  B.  Roy, 

Chief  of  Staff ^  Hardee's  Corps, 


No.  254. 


Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Lucius  E.  Polk,  G.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 

Headquarters  Polkas  Brigade, 

January  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  circular  of  January  10,  I  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  before  Murfreesbor- 
ough : 

My  brigade  was  arranged  in  the  following  order  from  left  to  right : 
Fifth  Confederate,  First  Arkansas  [Infantry],  Second  and  Fifth  Ten- 
nessee, and  Thirteenth  and  Fifteenth  Arkansas  Regiments. 

On  the  evening  of  December  30, 1862, 1  received  orders  from  the  divis- 
ion commaiider  to  move  my  brigade  from  its  position  (the  extreme  right 
of  our  line  of  battle)  across  Stone's  River  to  the  left  of  General  Cheat- 
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ham's  division.  This  having  been  accomplished  by  9  o'clock  at  night, 
I  remained  in  line  of  battle  until  nearly  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
3l6t.  At  that  time  I  again  received  orders  from  division  commander  to 
wheel  my  command  to  the  right,  keeping  the  right  connected  with  Gen- 
eral Cheatham's  left.  General  Cheatham's  division  not  moving  at  same 
moment,  I  found  if  I  attempted  to  keep  with  his  line  I  should  become 
separated  from  the  division,  then  advancing.  General  Wood,  about  this 
time,  having  been  ordered  to  my  right  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee, 
and  General  Cheatham  having  commenced  to  move  up,  I  continued  my 
move,  gaining  ground  slightly  to  the  left.  About  7.30  o'clock,  and  before 
I  had  moved  more  than  700  yards,  I  received  word  from  Colonel  [B.  J.] 
Hill  that  my  right  had  commenced  to  engage  the  enemy  in  a  grove  of 
cedars  near  the  old  Franklin  dirt  road.  I  did  not  believe  at  first  that 
the  enemy  could  be  so  near  us,  having  understood  that  we  were  support- 
ing General  McCown.  Riding  to  the  place,  I  was  received  by  a  volley 
from  the  enemy,  resulting  in  the  severe  wounding  of  my  orderly  (Mike 
Connell).  In  a  few  moments  my  entire  line  advanced  across  the  Frank- 
lin dirt  road,  entered  this  cedar  brake,  and  engaged  the  enemy  all  along 
the  line.  In  a  very  short  time,  by  the  aid  of  Captain  [J.  H.]  Calvert's 
battery,  we  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  cedars  in  great 
confusion.  Here  Major  Carlton,  Captain  Dixon,  and  Lieut.  William  H. 
Pearce,  Fifteenth  Arkansas  Regiment,  were  wounded  while  gallantly 
leading  their  men. 

Following  them  closely  as  we  could,  we  encountered  them  again  in  a 
woods  pasture  immediately  in  our  front,  in  direction  of  Wilkinson  Cross- 
Roads  pike.  After  a  few  moments  fighting,  we  succeeded  in  breaking 
their  lines,  and  again  they  fell  back  in  much  confusion.  From  this  posi- 
tion, after  having  reformed  my  line,  I  advanced  in  a  line  parallel  to  Wil- 
kinson pike.  General  Wood  on  my  right  and  General  Johnson  on  my  left 
en  (Echelon,  with  the  exception  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment 
(which  was  in  advance)  of  his  (Johnson's)  brigade.  Advancing  through 
the  pasture,  the  enemy  were  seen  posted  across  an  open  field  near  one 
of  their  hospitals  and  only  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  pike.  My  brigade 
was  obliged  to  move  across  this  open  field  with  the  enemy's  artillery  and 
infantry  playing  upon  them.  This  they  did  most  gallantly,  causing  the 
enemy  to  fall  back  across  the  pike  under  heavy  undergrowth  of  cedars. 
Getting  possession  at  this  place  of  four  or  five  ordnance  wagons,  which 
were  sent  to  the  rear,  I  again  moved  on,  but  did  not  proceed  far  when 
the  enemy's  batteries,  posted  across  a  corn  field  on  the  right  of  the  pike, 
commenced  [)laying  fearfully  upon  my  ranks.  Here  Captain  [Charles 
P.]  Moore,  Second  Tennessee,  was  killed,  and  many  other  officers  of  that 
regiment.    (See  Colonel  [W.  D.]  Robison's  report.*) 

The  battery  was  so  placed,  by  moving  straight  forward  my  line  would 
have  been  enfiladed.  To  prevent  this,  my  brigade  was  wheeled  to  the 
right.  At  this  time,  Captain  Hotchkiss  sending  me  word  that  he  had 
three  batteries  that  required  supx)orting,  I  lelt  two  of  my  smallest  regi- 
ments and  moved  the  rest  farther  to  the  left,  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
to  move  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  Fifth  Confederate  here  first  en- 
gaged the  infantry  supporting  these  batteries,  and  in  a  few  moments 
(the  First  Arkansas  arriving  in  position)  their  infantry  gave  way  and 
their  batteries  clianged  their  position,  with  the  exception  of  four  guns 
that  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Fifth  Confederate  and  First  Arkansas, 
and  in  eagerness  of  pursuit  were  passed  over. 

From  this  place  I  moved  on  with  my  brigade,  the  regiments  left  in 

*  Not  found. 
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support  of  the  batteries  liaviiig  coine  np  and  discovered  the  enemy  again 
prepared  to  make  a  stand,  having  taken  a  strong  position  on  a  cedar 
hill,  with  rocks  so  placed  by  nature  as  to  afford  great  protection.  The 
enemy  in  this  place  made  a  most  obstinate  stand,  and  it  was  only  after 
a  bloody  fight  and  one  repulse  we  succeeded  in  moving  them.  Here 
Lieut.  Col.  Don  McGregor,  First  Arkansas,  was  mortally  wounded. 
General  Johnson  at  this  time  was  on  my  right. 

Moving  from  that  position.  I  found  several  batteries  of  the  enemy 
posted  on  the  railroad,  near  Nashville  turnpike.  Thinking  T  might  suc- 
ceed by  going  to  the  left  in  capturing  them,  I  moved  from  here,  Generals 
Johnson's  and  Preston  Smith's  brigades  on  my  left,  and  General  Lid 
delPs  brigade  to  the  left  of  Johnson's.  We  did  not  go  fcir  before  we  dis- 
covered the  enemy  half  advanced  across  an  open  field  in  our  front  in 
good  and  strong  line  of  battle.  It  required  the  work  of  only  a  few  mo- 
ments to  break  this  line  and  drive  them  back  in  cedar  brakes  to  the 
right  of  a  small  dirt  road  running  parallel  to  the  railroad,  we  pushing 
on  after  them,  and  had  reached  the  cedars,  and  got  almost  in  rear  of 
their  batteries  posted  on  the  railroad,  when  in  turn  we  were  driven 
back  in  great  confusion,  and  with  the  heaviest  loss  we  had  sustained 
during  the  day,  their  batteries  near  the  railroad  and  infantry  making 
fearful  havoc  in  our  ranks  as  we  retreated.  Here  Adjutant  [F.  T.] 
Smith,  of  the  Fifth  Confederate  Regiment,  fell,  badly  if  not  mortally 
wounded,  cheering  his  men  and  bearing  the  colors  of  his  regiment  in 
advance. 

Most  of  my  brigade  were  rallied  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  in  a  cedar  grove 
near  the  place.  We  remained  for  two  days  in  line  of  battle ;  others  could 
not  be  stopped  until  they  reached  the  turnpike.  My  men  at  the  time 
they  were  repulsed  were  much  jaded,  having  been  fighting  since  early 
in  the  morning,  without  any  rest,  and  had  nearly  exhausted  their  am- 
munition. As  soon  as  ammunition  could  be  furnished,  I  gave  the  men 
a  lull  supply,  and  moved  my  brigade  in  the  woods  and  took  position,  en 
echelon^  on  the  left  from  General  Preston's  brigade.  In  this  position  I 
received  orders  from  General  Cleburne  to  take  my  position  on  the  right 
of  his  line  of  battle  (I  hope  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  remark 
here  that  I  believe  if  between  the  hours  of  12  and  2  o'clock  we  could 
have  been  re-enforced  and  rested  by  another  line  of  battle,  that  we  would 
have  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  the  railroad  and  Nashville  turn- 
l^ike,  thereby  cutting  their  lines  of  communication  and  getting  directly  in 
their  rear),  where  I  remained  until  the  night  of  January  2,  my  advanced 
sentinels  being  engaged  in  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  night  and  day. 

About  10  o'clock  of  this  night  the  enemy  made  a  sudden  dash  in  heavy 
line  of  skirmishers,  supported  by  a  line  of  battle,  upon  my  advanced  line 
of  sentinels. 

In  this  attack  I  would  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  mention  the  gallant 
behavior  of  Captain  Osborne,  Fifteenth  Arkansas,  and  Major  [R.  J.] 
Person,  Fifth  Confederate  Regiments.  He  was  repulsed  with  consid- 
erable loss ;  how  great  I  cannot  say,  as  before  morning  I  was  ordered 
to  move  my  brigade  to  its  old  position,  back  across  Stone's  River,  to  the 
place  I  occirpied  on  the  morning  of  December  30,  [1862.] 

My  brigade  was  not  again  under  fire,  and  on  Saturday  night,  January 
3,  I  moved  on  the  Manchester  pike. 

I  with  pleasure  refer  to  the  bearing  of  officers  and  men  of  my  bri 
gade.     Colonel  [J.  W.]  Colquitt,  First  Arkansas  j  Colonel  [W.  D.]  Rob- 
ieon   and  Lieutenant-Colonel  [W.  J.]  Hale,  Second  Tennessee  Regi- 
ments, were  conspicuous  among  those  who  distinguished  themselves 
Colonel  [B.  J.J  Hill,  Fifth  Tennessee,  and  Colonel  [J.  A.J  Smith,  Fifth 
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Confederate  Regiments,  acted  with  great  courage  and  judgment.  1 
recommend  both  of  those  gallant  officers  to  your  favorable  notice  as 
deserving  of  promotion.  1  refer  you  to  the  colonels'  reports  of  other 
officers  who  acted  with  great  gallantry.  My  thanks  are  due  Oapts.  W. 
A.  King  and  H.  S.  Otey,  of  my  staff,  for  the  assistance  they  gave  me 
upon  the  field. 

I  carried  in  the  fight,  in  round  numbers,  1,343.     My  loss  in  killed,  30; 
wounded,  298 ;  missing,  18  j  total,  346. 

L.  E.  POLK, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
Capt.  Irving  A.  Buck, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Ko.  256. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Thomas  J.  Key^  Helena  Battery, 

Artillery  Camp, 
Tullahoma,  Tenn,,  January  23, 1863. 

General  :  On  the  morning  of  December  31,  1862,  Captain  [J.  H.] 
Calvert's  battery  moved  forward  on  the  left  wing  of  the  Confederate 
Army,  supporting  General  Polk's  brigade.  Skirmishing  began  before 
the  shades  of  night  had  fled,  and  by  day-dawn  the  rattle  of  musketry 
extended  far  off  to  our  right,  and  at  the  first  charge  the  Abolition  hordes 
gave  way,  save  a  brigade  which  was  concealed  in  a  dark  cedar  grove 
and  behind  large  rocks,  and  to  dislodge  them  Colonel  Hill  sent  to  my 
battery  for  one  piece  of  artillery,  which  was  immediately  dispatched, 
under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Fitzpatrick.  After  the  right  wing  of  the 
enemy  had  been  driven  a  mile,  one  of  their  batteries  was  discovered 
firing  upon  General  Polk's  lines,  and  immediately  my  battery  rushed  in 
advance  of  the  brigade  in  open  field  and  engaged  the  enemy.  So  soon 
as  we  opened  upon  the  enemy's  artillery  it  returned  the  fire  with  deadly 
aim,  wounding  1  man  and  killing  3  horses.  My  artillery  killed  the  Abo- 
lition captain,  1  sergeant,  and  2  or  3  cannoneers,  and  cut  down  1  of  his 
I  caissons  and  a  number  of  horses.  The  battery  was  silenced  and  made 
a  hasty  retreat.  With  all  possible  speed  the  harness  was  cut  from  my 
I  dead  horses,  and  [I]  moved  forward  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

The  next  point  or  attack  was  near  the  !N"ashville  and  Franklin  pike, 
where  the  Abolition  infantry  had  ensconced  themselves  in  a  dense  forest 
of  timber,  and  were  awaiting  the  advance  of  our  forces  to  mow  them 
down  as  they  pursued  over  an  open  field.  This  battery  began  shelling, 
the  woods,  and  routed  the  Abolitionists  in  front,  but  they  rallied  and 
renewed  the  attack  on  our  left,  and  promptly  we  turned  our  guns  upon 
them,  and  they  were  hurled  back  in  confusion,  regiment  rushing  upon 
regiment,  in  disorder,  into  the  immense  cedar  thickets. 

The  fourth  place  of  action  was,  after  we  had  pursued  the  enemy's  bat- 
:eries  into  the  clustering  cedars,  near  the  railroad,  where  they  were 
masked.  At  this  period  the  sounds  of  the  battle  carnage  that  pro- 
ceeded from  that  gloomy  forest  of  cedars  and  towering  oaks  were  ap- 
palling, grand,  and  awful  as  ever  fell  upon  the  ear  of  the  "  hero  of  a 
hundred  battles."  The  contest  was  unequal  and  desperate.  Their 
rifle  guns  could  throw  canister  as  far  as  ours  coidd  spherical  case,  and 
in  order  to  prevent  annihilation  we  were  forced  to  withdraw. 
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The  iifth  position  was  in  tlie  field  west  of  the  enemy ^s  concentrated 
artillery,  where  we  fought  them  until  we  had  exhausted  our  ammuni- 
tion, losing  in  this  engagement  one  of  our  bravest  and  most  expert  No 
1  cannoneers.  The  enemy  turned  a  triple  number  of  pieces  upon  us,  and 
the  missiles  of  death  fell  among  us  singing,  whizzing,  bursting,  and  crash- 
ing through  the  trees,  as  if  Mount  Vesuvius  had  at  one  instant  poured 
all  its  pent-up  furies  into  our  midst.  Our  escape  from  beneath  those 
powerful  guns  was  fortunate,  if  not  miraculous. 

The  sixth  and  last  action  was  near  that  same  intertwined  and  matted 
grove  of  cedars.  Here  also  the  contest  was  unequal.  It  was  in  this 
engagement  that  Lieutenant  Fitzpatrick  lost  his  left  hand  by  a  canister, 
and  a  cannoneer's  head  was  shot  off,  and  a  number  of  horses  were  killed, 
and  one  howitzer  slightly  damaged.  Finding  that  we  could  not  move 
the  enemy  from  his  strong  position,  and  that  smooth-bore  guns  could 
not  cope  with  Parrott  and  rifled  guns,  we  withdrew  from  the  contest. 

The  battery  lost  3  men  killed,  1  officer  and  4  men  wounded,  10  horses 
killed  and  wounded,  and  4  sets  of  harness.  We  drove  the  Abolitionists 
from  three  positions,  and  in  turn  were  driven  from  a  like  number. 

The  officers  on  Wednesday,  the  31st,  passed  through  the  battle-storm 
with  cool  and  lofty  courage,  and  the  men  stood  firmly  to  their  guns,  and 
showed  their  devotion  to  their  country's  cause  by  overcoming  and  extin- 
guishing fear. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

THOMAS  J.  KEY, 
[Lieutenant]  Commanding  Helena  Battery, 


Kg.  266. 


Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  St,  John  E,  Liddell,  C.  S,  Army,  commanding  Second 

Brigade, 

Headquarters  Liddell's  BRiaADE, 

Wartrace,  Tenn.^  January  10,  1863. 

Major  :  On  the  evening  of  the  30th  ultimo  my  command  was  placed 
by  order  of  Major-General  Cleburne,  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  division^ 
on  the  prolongation  of  Major- General  Cheatham's  line,  with  orders  to 
move,  by.continued  change  of  direction,  to  the  right,  to  conform  to  the 
movements  of  General  Cheatham's  command  in  advancing  upon  the 
enemy.  The  line  of  battle  I  judge  to  have  been  over  2 J  miles  in  length, 
and  my  movements  had  necessarily  to  be  rapid  to  keep  pace  with  the 
wheel  of  the  line  of  battle,  the  pivot  being  on  the  right.  This  move- 
ment commenced  a  little  after  daylight,  and  after  marching  about  1  mile 
we  came  upon  a  brigade  of  Major-Geueral  McCown,  which  had  just  re- 
pulsed a  regiment  of  the  enemy.  In  a  moment's  conversation  with  Gen- 
eral McCown,  he  wished  me  to  take  position  in  advance,  as  his  men  were 
somewhat  exhausted  by  the  fight.  I  proposed,  instead,  that  he  should 
move  by  the  left  flank  and  allow  me  to  move  up  in  line  with  his  com- 
mand, thus  placing  him  on  my  left,  which  was  readily  consented  to  and 
done.  We  then  moved  forward  in  line,  and  almost  immediately  engaged 
the  enemy.  This,  I  suppose,  was  about  8.30  a.  m.  My  battery  was  im- 
mediately placed  in  position  on  an  eminence  in  rear  of  the  line,  and  opened 
fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  posted  behind  a  fence  in  front  of  us,  about 
75  yards  distant,  with  another  line  150  yards  farther  in  their  rear,  in  the 
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woods,  from  which  position  they  had  heavy  batteries  playing  upou  our 
line.  After  a  contest  lasting  about  half  an  hour,  we  repulsed  the  front 
line,  driving  it  back  upon  the  second,  which  also  gave  way  upon  our 
approach,  after  a  short  struggle.  Here  I  lost  sight  of  Brigadiei  -General 
Johnson's  left,  and  continued  to  move  straight  forward  against  the 
enemy,  with  General  McOown  still  on  my  left.  We  continued  the  pur- 
suit, constantly  skirmishing,  until  we  reached  a  house,  which  was  after- 
ward found  to  be  a  hospital,  where  we  re-engaged  and  drove  back  the 
enemy's  second  line  of  defense.  My  battery  was  here  pushed  forward 
within  60  yards  of  the  hospital,  and  fired  upon  the  retreating  foe,  now 
crossing  the  Wilkinson  turnpike.  My  men  continued  the  pursuit  across 
the  turnpike,  when  they  were  halted  to  wait  for  ammunition,  to  obtain 
which  I  dispatched  Lieutenant  [J.  L.]  Bostick,  my  aide-de-camp,  to  Gen- 
eral McOown,  who  was  near  a  house  some  300  yards  to  the  left  of  the 
hospital,  with  his  command.  Meanwhile  my  own  ammunition  arrived 
and  supplied  me. 

In  passing  the  hospital  in  advance,  I  was  called  upon  by  the  Yankee 
officers  to  protect  them,  as  there  were  a  great  many  prisoners  and 
wounded  men  in  and  around  it  and  among  the  numerous  tents  in  the 
inclosure.  I  left  one  man  in  charge  of  it,  and  told  him  to  proclaim  it  as 
under  my  protection,  and  then  passed  on  with  my  brigade.  I  refused 
taking  any  prisoners,  as  I  did  not  wish  to  be  delayed  in  my  forward 
movement,  or  to  lose  the  men  necessary  to  guard  them,  but  ordered 
prisoners  reporting  to  me  to  remain  there  or  move  to  the  rear  and  pro- 
claim themselves  as  my  prisoners.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  them 
afterward,  though  I  think  they  were  subsequently  taken  by  General 
Johnson's  brigade.  It  was  at  this  point,  in  rear  of  the  hospital,  that 
the  Federal  General  Sill  was  killed  by  the  Second  Arkansas  Eegiment 

gnfautry],  while  being  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  the  hospital,  Colonel 
ovan  ordering  his  men  to  fire  at  officers  on  horses  near  the  building. 
I  forgot  to  mention  that  in  the  first  engagement  [Lieutenant-JColonel 
[Thomas  B.]  Tanner,  Twenty-second  Indiana  Eegiment,  was  left  wounded 
on  the  field  and  became  a  prisoner. 

The  brigade  being  now  supplied  with  ammunition,  after  having  crossed 
the  Wilkinson  turnpike,  was  rapidly  ijushed  forward  through  the  woods 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  or  more,  and  coming  up  with  the  enemy  on  the  edge 
of  a  field,  which  opened  in  view  of  a  church,  in  some  open  woods  on 
Overall's  Creek,  some  500  yards  distant  on  our  left,  and  engaged  him, 
driving  him  in  confusion  over  the  crest  of  a  hill  beyond.  Finding  my- 
self alone  at  this  point,  with  no  support  on  my  right  or  left,  I  halted  my 
command  in  the  woods  near  the  fence,  and  threw  forward  a  line  of  skir- 
mishers to  reconnoiter  and  develop  the  enemy,  not  then  visible  from  our 
position.  Lieuts.  J.  M.  Dulin  and  [J.  L.]  Bostick,  of  my  staff,  who  had 
gone  forward  with  the  skirmishers,  immediately  returned  and  reported 
the  enemy  in  line  of  battle  in  the  valley  of  Overall's  Creek,  some  400  or 
500  yards  distant  from  the  crest  of  the  hill.  I  at  once  ordered  forward 
my  battery  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  directed  it  to  fire  upon  him,  as  I 
was  in  good  supporting  distance  with  the  brigade.  This  was  done  with 
decided  effect,  resulting  in  turning  the  enemy  back  and  driving  him  from 
view  behind  the  railroad  embankment.  The  turnpike  road  at  this  time 
was  filled  with  trains  of  wagons  moving  in  the  direction  of  Nashville, 
which  the  Texas  cavalry  charged,  and  I  ordered  the  battery  to  fire  upon 
that  part  of  the  train  to  the  right  of  the  cavalry,  which  caused  the  train 
to  break  in  confusion  and  seek  shelter  behind  the  embankment  of  the 
railroad.  While  this  change  of  route  by  the  enemy  was  taking  place,  I 
continued  firing  as  long  as  any  of  the  train  and  enemy  appeared  in  view. 
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I  then  returned  with  the  battery  to  my  command  in  the  woods  and  moved 
by  the  right  flank  until  I  got  in  sight  of  Brigadier-General  Johnson's 
command,  which  by.  this  time  had  come  up  from  the  Wilkinson  road. 
Pending  this  movement,  General  McCown  passed  by  me,  saying  he  would 
move  his  command  to  the  right,  which  I  suppose  he  did,  as  I  saw  no  more 
of  him,  thus  leaving  me  on  the  extreme  left,  which,  in  effect,  had  been 
the  case  ever  since  passing  the  hospital  near  the  Wilkinson  turnpike, 
as  1  saw  no  force  on  my  left  after  that  time.  I  may  here  state  that  my 
position  inclined  me,  in  wheeling  with  the  line  of  battle,  to  pass  off  at 
a  tangent  from  it  toward  the  left,  and  I  was,  consequently,  often  com- 
pelled to  move  back  by  the  right  flank  to  regain  my  place  in  the  line. 

After  rejoining  General  Johnson's  left,  I  moved  forward,  and  almost 
immediately  engaged  the  enemy,  whose  right  laid  across  a  neck  of 
woods,  the  left  being  behind  a  fence  in  front  of  my  right.  After  a  very 
severe  engagement  of  some  twenty  minutes,  we  repulsed  him  on  our 
right,  throwing  him  into  confusion,  he  still,  however,  maintaining  his 
ground  upon  our  left,  on  which  we  concentrated  the  fire  of  the  Fifth, 
Sixth,  and  Eighth  Arkansas  Regiments,  soon  breaking,  after  a  sharp 
contest,  his  line  at  that  point  also.  It  was  here  that  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Murray,  of  the  Fifth  Arkansas  Regiment,  took  the  colors  of  his  regi 
ment  and  gallantly  bore  them  to  the  front,  encouraging  his  men  to  the 
contest.  A  beauVifal  stand  of  United  States  colors  was  captured  by 
Private  J.  K.  Leslie,  of  his  regiment.  The  brigade  still  continued  to 
move  steadily  on,  constantly  firing  upon  the  broken  ranks  of  the  enemy, 
and,  upon  reaching  a  point  about  opposite  a  white  building  on  a  hill  on 
our  left,  I  ordered  my  battery  forward,  and  rode  to  this  building  with  a 
view  of  placing  it  in  position  to  open  on  the  enemy's  right. 

While  waiting  for  the  battery  to  come  up,  I  captured  an  ambulance 
and  two  horses  belonging  to  Colonel  [William  L.]  Stoughton,  Eleventh 
Missouri  [Michigan]  Volunteers,  and  Major  [B.  F.]  Doughty,  [Eleventh] 
Michigan  Volunteers,  which  officers,  I  suppose,  had  been  wounded  and 
brought  to  the  hospital.  Here,  again,  the  officers  of  the  hospital  asked 
my  protection,  and  I  gave  them  my  name  and  took  the  building  under 
my  charge.  While  this  was  occurring,  which  was  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time,  I  discovered  our  lines  breaking  rapidly  to  the  rear,  al- 
though there  was  but  little  firing  going  on  at  the  time.  I  immediately 
galloped  to  the  rear,  to  head  off  the  stragglers  and  check  the  retreat, 
not  knowing  what  was  the  cause  of  this  sudden  movement.  On  halting 
and  rallying  the  stragglers,  I  found  that  they  were  General  Johnson's 
men,  who  Were  passing  in  rear  of  my  line,  and  were  retreating  toward 
my  position,  on  the  left.  I  directed  them  toward  the  right  to  their 
proper  place,  and,  riding  rapidly  in  that  direction  myself,  I  met  with 
General  Johnson  in  search  of  his  men,  who  told  me  that  my  brigade  was 
not  far  distant  in  the  neck  of  woods ;  and  upon  going  in  the  direction 
indicated,  1  found  it  in  line,  the  colors  in  place,  with  the  men  rallied  on 
the  line.  In  the  confusion  of  the  retreat,  while  I  was  at  the  Yankee 
hospital,  on  the  left,  General  Johnson's  men  had  gotten  between  me  and 
my  brigade,  they  having  fallen  back  on  my  position,  causing  me  to  mis- 
take them  for  my  own.  My  brigade  fell  back  to  the  original  position 
from  which  I  had  advanced  in  this  last  attack,  after  joining  General 
Johnson  in  moving  to  the  right  from  the  direction  of  Overall's  Creek, 
as  before  mentioned. 

On  inquiry  as  to  the  cause  of  this  retrograde  movement,  Colonel  Govan, 
of  the  Second  Arkansas,  stated  that  the  line  on  his  right  gave  way,  and 
being  left  alone,  without  support  on  his  right,  he  ordered,  during  my 
temporary  absence  at  the  hospital,  a  retreat,  although  there  was  but 
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little  tiring  going  on  at  the  time.     An  additional  reatson  with  him  for 
doing  so  was  that  his  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted. 

We  were  now  directed  to  remain  in  position  and  await  further  orders. 
We  bivouacked  that  night  in  the  woods  where  we  were,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  I  found  that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  had  retaken  the 
hospital  and  the  hill  from  which  I  had  fired  upon  his  train  on  the  day 
previous.  I  moved  into  position  in  front  of  the  hill,  and  my  skirmishers 
immediately  drove  the  enemy  from  it.  The  battery  was  pushed  forward 
to  its  crest  a  second  time,  and  fired  upon  his  retreating  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry, driving  them  back  to  the  turnpike  in  great  confusion. 

From  this  time  until  the  night  of  the  2d  instant  but  little  was  done, 
except  occasional  skirmishing,  when  I  was  ordered  back  about  10  p.  m., 
with  the  other  brigades  of  the  division,  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 
in  support  of  Major-Geueral  Breckinridge's  line. 

During  the  engagement  1  captured  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one  Parrott 
gun  and  one  6-pounder  brass  rifle  piece,  for  both  of  which  I  obtained  an 
ample  supply  of  ammunition.  In  the  final  attack  another  battery  was 
also  captured,  but,  in  the  unaccountable  retrograde  movement  before 
mentioned,  was  left  on  the  field.  Although  my  position  was  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  our  lines,  I  discovered  no  enemy  attempting  to  flank  me. 
Their  ambulances  were  passing  and  repassing  at  all  times  during  the  day 
on  the  turnpike,  while  I  was  in  position  to  see  them  from  the  hill  near 
Overall  Church,  and  at  night  the  roar  of  wagons  passing  on  the  turnpike 
was  incessant.  Each  night  the  enemy's  artillery  played  on  our  lines  in 
the  woods,  and  at  the  same  time  firing  was  going  on  l>etween  the  skir- 
mishers. 

The  battery  under  command  of  Lieutenant  [H.]  Shannon  was  of  in- 
finite service  to  me  throughout  the  action,  the  men  behaving  with  the 
greatest  bravery,  having  the  battery  always  ready,  and,  oftentimes,  at 
the  right  place  at  the  right  time  without  receiving  or  awaiting  orders, 
for  which  1  am  indebted  to  the  good  judgment  and  coolness  of  Lieuten- 
ant Shannon,  commanding  oattery. 

Colonel  Kelly,  of  the  Eighth  Arkansas,  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
arm;  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Sixth  Arkansas,  was  wounded  in  the  leg; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [F.  J.]  Cameron,  of  the  same,  was  shot  through  the 
fore  part  of  the  body.  Of  my  stafl",  W.  R.  Liddell,  volunteer  aide,  was 
shot  in  the  thigh ;  Lieut.  W.  R.  Young,  biigade  ordnance  officer,  was 
shot  in  the  shoulder ;  Surg.  W.  R.  Kibler  was  shot  through  the  body 
while  sitting  on  his  horse  by  my  side  in  front  of  the  brigade. 

The  officers  of  my  personal  stafl' — Adjutant- General  [G.  A.J  Williams, 
Lieutenant  Bostick,  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenant  Dulin,  brigade  in- 
spector— not  only  behaved  with  the  most  undaunted  bravery,  but  assisted 
me  voluntarily,  and  with  the  utmost  alacrity,  in  pushing  forward  the 
origade,  in  placing  the  battery  in  positions,  and  in  the  deployment  of 
skirmishers  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the  heaviest  fire  when- 
ever required,  oftentimes  using  their  own  judgment  without  waiting  for 
orders,  for  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  success  of  the  day. 

My  brave  bugler,  Jake  Schlosser,  was  wounded  near  me  and  taken 
from  the  field. 

Many  instances  of  personal  bravery  1  might  mention  were  it  not  ex- 
tending this  report  to  too  great  a  length.  The  evidence  of  the  undaunted 
courage  of  the  brigade  is  attested  by  the  fact  that  nearly  one-third  of 
the  whole  were  killed  and  wounded — 5  officers  and  81  men  were  killed, 
and  503  men  were  wounded  and  18  missing,  making  a  total  of  589  liors 
de  combat,  besides  the  missing,  out  of  a  grand  total  of  1,709,  including 
the  artillery.    The  brigade  now  numbers  1,108. 
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There  were  some  Id  stances  of  cowardice  stated  in  the  reports  of  the 
colonels,  which  are  herewith  inclosed. 

We  lament  our  brave  dead ;  we  feel  for  our  wounded  brothers,  ^\  hile 
we  honor  them.  The  heartfelt  thanks  of  those  of  us  who  have  escaped, 
unhurt,  through  the  storm  of  death  are  due  to  a  kind  Providence,  to 
whom  we  pray  for  safety  and  success  in  all  the  coming  contests  for  our 
country\s  cause. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

ST.  JOHN  E.  LIDDELL, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

Col.  W.  W.    KiBKLAND, 

Adjt  Gen,  cmd  Chief  of  Staff,  Clehurneh  Div.,  Hardee^s  Cor;ps. 


No.  257. 
Reports  of  Col.  Daniel  C,  Oovan,  Second  Arkansas  Infantry. 

Wartraoe,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  make  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  the  Second  Arkansas  Regiment  in  the  late  battles 
before  Murfreesborough : 

On  the  night  of  December  30,  [1862,]  the  Second  Arkansas  Regiment 
was  moved  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade  to  a  position  on  the  extreme 
left. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  immediately  after  daylight,  we  were 
advanced  at  a  rapid  pace  on  the  enemy.  Occupying,  as  our  brigade  did, 
the  extreme  left  of  General  Cleburne's  division,  and  moving  in  a  circu- 
lar direction,  the  right  of  the  division  being  the  point,  we  advanced  in 
this  direction  nearly  a  mile,  when,  pressing  through  an  open  field,  ex- 
posed to  severe  cannonade,  we  encountered  the  enemy,  who  were  posted 
behind  a  fence  and  in  the  woods  immediately  in  front.  After  a  severe 
engagement  of  half  an  hour,  the  enemy  were  driven  from  their  position 
and  pursued  rapidly  through  the  woods,  when  a  running  fight  took 
place  for  some  distance.  My  regiment  suffered  heavily  in  this  first 
fight.  It  was  here  that  the  gallant  young  Lieutenants  Collier  and 
Clegg,  of  Company  H,  fell,  I  fear  mortally  wounded,  while  nobly  doing 
their  duty.  The  enemy  were  closely  followed  through  the  woods,  when 
we  encountered  a  second  line  of  the  enemy,  posted  behind  a  fence  and 
in  the  woods  near  a  house  used  by  the  enemy  as  a  hospital.  The  Second 
A^rkansas  Regiment,  being  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  brigade,  engaged 
the  enemy  near  this  building.  The  right  of  the  regiment  rested  within 
15  or  20  steps  of  this  building,  and  were  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  enemy  in  our  front,  and  also  from  a  portion  of  the  enemy  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  and  behind  the  buildings  adjacent  to  this  hospital.  It 
was  near  this  point  that  General  Sill,  of  the  Federal  Army,  was  killed. 
After  a  severe  engagement  the  enemy  were  driven  from  this  second 
strong  position.  The  hospital,  together  with  many  prisoners  who  had 
taken  refuge  there,  were  taken  possession  of  by  General  Liddell,  and  a 
guard  of  two  men  detailed  from  my  regiment  to  guard  the  prisoners. 
No  other  brigade  or  regiment  was  at  this  time  in  sight  of  the  hospital. 
Our  brigade,  after  moving  forward  a  short  distance,  was  halted  for  the 
purpose  of  replenishing  our  exhausted  supply  of  ammunition,  and  were 
then  moved  forward  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  whom  we  engaged 
in  a  neck  of  woods  on  the  edge  of  a  field.    A  second  line  of  the  enemy 
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showed  itself  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  fiekl,  and  advanced  some  100 
yards  into  the  open  field  opposite  my  regiment,  but  were  driven  back 
by  one  well-directed  fire.  The  enemy  having  fled  immediately  in  my 
front,  and  finding  him  still  making  a  stubborn  resistance  to  my  left,  I 
moved  my  regiment  by  the  left  flank,  and  then  forward  on  the  enemy 
in  the  neck  of  woods.  A  very  closely  contested  fight  here  took  place, 
the  enemy  holding  their  position  until  the  Second  Arkansas  Regiment 
approached  within  25  steps  of  their  line,  when  it  gave  way  in  confusion 
and  fled  across  the  field,  exposed  to  a  murderous  fire  from  my  regiment, 
which  told  with  effect,  as  their  dead  were  thick  on  the  ground.  It  was 
at  this  point  that  the  color- bearer  was  shot  down  by  one  of  my  men, 
and  the  colors  were  lost  in  the  confusion  of  the  fight. 

Our  brigade  then  moved  forward,  and  was  halted  some  50  yards  in  the 
open  field  from  the  edge  of  a  cedar  ridge,  being  unable  to  advance,  as 
General  Johnson's  brigade,  which  had  moved  forward  on  our  right,  had, 
after  halting,  moved  by  the  left  flank,  which  placed  a  portion  of  his  bri- 
gade immediately  in  our  front.  At  this  point  (General  Liddell  having 
gone  to  reconnoiter  and  select  a  place  for  a  battery)  the  commanders  of 
the  different  regiments  reported  to  me  that  their  supply  of  ammunition 
was  nearly  exhausted.  I  immediately  sent  an  officer  (Lieutenant  Dulin) 
in  search  of  the  ammunition,  and,  while  awaiting  its  arrival,  General 
Johnson's  brigade,  immediately  on  my  right  and  front,  gave  way  and 
fell  back  in  confusion.  I  was  at  first  at  a  loss  what  course  to  pursue. 
Our  success  had  been  all  that  we  wished,  and  we  had  not  met  with  a 
single  repulse,  but  when  I  reflected,  first,  that  the  ammunition  of  the 
brigade  was  nearly,  if  not  quite,  exhausted ;  that  the  brigade  on  our 
right  and  front  had  given  way;  that  we  had  no  support  either  on  our 
rear  or  left ;  that  our  position  was  an  exposed  one,  being  in  an  open  field, 
while  the  enemy  were  concealed  under  cover  of  the  thick  cedars  on  the 
opposite  ridge,  I  concluded  the  only  alternative  left  was  to  order  the  bri- 
gade to  retreat,  which  I  did — not,  however,  until  the  brigade  on  my  right 
had  passed  me  some  100  yards  or  more.  Be  it  said,  to  the  credit  of  the 
whole  brigade,  that  all  stood  firm,  and  neither  officers  nor  men  showed 
any  disposition  to  retire  until  I  gave  the  command  to  retreat.  The  bri- 
gade retired  some  300  yards,  and  was  immediately  halted  and  reformed. 
The  enemy  showed  no  disposition  to  follow  us. 

My  regiment,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved  with  distinguished  gal- 
lantry, with  the  exception  of  a  few  men,  whose  names  I  herewith  for- 
ward. 

To  Lieutenant-Golonel  Harvey  I  here  make  my  acknowledgments,  and 
bear  willing  testimony  to  his  gallantry  and  bravery  during  the  fight,  ren- 
dering me  great  service  in  the  management  of  the  regiment,  and  setting 
an  example  of  gallantry  worthy  of  emulation.  I  deem  any  mention  of 
the  services  of  any  particular  officer  of  the  regiment  almost  invidious, 
but  cannot  refrain  from  calling  the  attention  of  the  brigadier  general 
commanding  this  brigade  to  the  particularly  distinguished  and  gallant 
conduct  of  Captain  [J.  K.J  Phillips,  commanding  Company  F ;  of  Lieu- 
tenant [C.  S.]  Emerson,  commanding  Company  A;  Lieutenant  [M.  D.] 
Brown,  commanding  Company  K,  and  Second  Lieutenant  fR.  E.]  Smith, 
of  Company  G.  They  were  foremost  in  the  fight,  and  by  word  and  ac- 
tion encouraged  their  men  to  emulate  tbeir  example. 

It  is  rather  a  singular  circumstance  that  the  Second  Arkansas  R'egi- 
ment  should  again  in  this  fight  have  engaged  the  Twenty-second  In- 
diana Regiment,  capturing  the  lieutenant-colonel,  the  same  regiment 
which  it  encountered  at  Perryville,  committing  such  slaughter  in  its 
ranks. 
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On  the  succeeding  days  of  the  fight,  little  fighting,*  other  than  skir- 
mishing, occurred  until  our  forces  were  withdrawn. 
Eespectfully,  yours, 

D.  0.  GOYAN, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Arkansas  Regiment. 
[Oapt.]  G.  A.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Wartrace,  Tenn.,  March  4,  1863. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  and  after  making  dili- 
gent inquiry  of  the  men  and  officers  of  my  rei^iment  in  reference  to  the 
taking  of  the  Yankee  hospital  near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  in  the  late 
battle  of  Murfreesborough,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment of  facts : 

When  I  made  my  report,  I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  right 
of  my  regiment  passed  on  the  left  of  the  hospital.  I  have  since  been 
informed  by  Captain  [E.  O.]  Brasher  (commanding  the  right  company) 
and  others  that  one-half  of  this  company  passed  on  the  right  of  the 
hospital,  and  a  portion  of  it  passed  through  the  yard.  One  of  his  men 
was  killed  in  the  yard,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  house,  and  two  others 
wounded.  Some  dozen  or  more  of  my  regiment  were  wounded  in  close 
proximity  to  the  hospital.  Private  Elder,  of  Company  D,  Second  Ar- 
kansas Eegiment,  left  by  you  to  guard  the  hospital  and  prisoners, 
stated  as  follows :  That,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  he  and  Private 
P^aidley,  of  the  same  company,  took  possession  of  the  hospital,  which 
he  understood  was  the  residence  of  a  Mr.  Griscom.  The  yard  was  filled 
with  Yankee  tents  and  their  wounded,  together  with  about  250  prisoners. 
Prisoners  were  continually  accumulating  there,  but  were  sent  to  Mur- 
freesborough by  General  Cheatham's  order.  He  did  not  see  General 
Johnson's  brigade  until  some  time  after  he  had  been  stationed  there  as  a 
guard.  Your  brigade  had  then  passed  to  the  front,  and  there  was  no 
fighting  at  or  about  the  hospital  after  that  time. 

The  body  of  General  Sill  was  brought  to  the  hospital  about  11  a.  m. 
He  was  killed  not  far  from  the  hospital,  near  the  fence  or  lane.  My 
regiment  passed,  still  fighting,  immediately  over  the  ground  where  he 
was  killed.  Private  Guest,  of  Company  D,  got  General  Sill's  gloves  and 
gave  them  to  the  captain  of  his  company  (Captain  Brasher).  He  states 
that  General  Sill  then  had  his  uniform  on,  which  he  would  have  taken, 
but  it  was  too  large  for  him. 

Private  Faidley,  of  Company  D,  the  man  detailed  as  guard  to  the 
hospital,  corroborates  the  statement  of  Private  Elder,  except  that  he 
says  that  he  saw  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment,  General  John- 
son's brigade,  come  up  within  75  yards  of  the  hospital  about  fifteen 
minutes  after  your  brigade  passed  on. 
Yery  respectfully, 

D.  C.  GOYAI^, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Second  ArJcansas  Regiment. 

Brig.  Gen.  St.  John  R.  Liddell. 

[Indorsement.  ] 

General  :  The  foregoing  facts  I  submit  'or  your  consideration,  and 
am  personally  familiar  with  most  of  them      Until  it  can  be  established 
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that  men  from  other  brigades  iu  our  army  fell  at  Griscoui's  house,  or 
hospital,  the  credit  of  its  capture  and  the  killing  of  Slajor-General  Sill, 
U.  S.  Army,  should  justly  belong  to  the  Second  Arkansas  Regiment. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ST.  JOHN  R.  LIDDELL, 

Brigadier-  General, 
Major-General  fP.  R.]  Cleburne, 

Tullahomay  Tenn, 


No.  258. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col,  Reuben  F.  Harvey,  Second  Arkansas  Infantry, 

Wartrace,  Tenn.,  March  25,  1863. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  portion  of  the  report  of  Colonel  Floyd 
in  regard  to  the  capture  of  the  Federal  hospital  commonly  known  as  the 
Jenkins  house.  You  discover  from  Colonel  Floyd's  report  that  there  was 
a  farm  around  the  hospital,  inclosed  by  fences,  running  as  follows :  On 
the  south  side  running  from  southeast  to  northwest,  or  nearly  soj  on  the 
north  side  running  parallel  with  the  above;  a  lane  passing  through  the 
farm  on  the  west  of  the  hospital,  running  north  and  south  to  the  Wilkin- 
son pike,  the  pike  running  parallel  with  the  fence,  and  that  there  was  a 
skirt  of  woods  south  of  the  first-named  fence  south  of  the  hospital,  and 
that  when  his  (Colonel  Floyd's)  regiment  entered  this  skirt  of  woods  we 
were  some  distance  to  his  left  and  rear,  and  that  Colonel  Keeble  says 
(whose  regiment  was  between  his  left  and  our  right)  about  this  time  your 
brigade  passed  still  farther  to  the  left,  and  that  his  line  was  being  en- 
filaded by  the  enemy,  who  seemed  to  be  on  a  line  with  his  regiment  and 
to  his  left,  and  that  he  ordered  the  "forward"  as  soon  as  that  line  gave 
way.  He  also  states  that  his  regiment  (the  Seventeenth  Tennessee)  just 
before  leaving  this  skirt  of  woods  made  a  right  half- wheel;  otherwise 
would  have  passed  on  the  west  of  the  hospital;  but  [LieutenantJ-Colo- 
nel  Keeble  states  that  when  your  brigade  was  last  seen  it  was  moving 
to  the  left,  and  also  states  that  he  passed  up  the  lane  and  covered  the 
hospital  with  three  of  his  companies.  This  position  would  have  thrown 
the  Second  Arkansas  Regiment  at  least  one-quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the 
lane  at  the  time  of  entering  the  skirt  of  woods,  which  was  about  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  wide,  and  after  obliquing  across  this  skirt  of  wood  we  would 
have  been  at  least  half  a  mile  west  of  the  lane. 

Now,  sir,  the  facts  known  to  me  and  the  ofiicers  of  the  Second  Arkansas 
Regiment  are  as  follows:  First,  that  we  drove  a  line  of  the  enemy  from 
behind  the  fences  at  the  south  end  of  the  lane  referred  to  and  through  the 
field  to  the  hospital,  distance  about  250  yards,  and  beyond  the  Wilkinson 
pike ;  that  a  part  of  the  regiment  passed  up  the  lane  to  the  hospital,  firing 
on  the  enemy  retreating ;  that  we  were  fired  upou  from  and  about  the  hos- 
pital ;  that  we  saw  the  enemy  pass  the  hospital  and  cross  the  pike;  that 
we  did,  after  halting  for  some  time  at  a  fence  running  west  from  the  hos- 
pital, move  forward  300  yards  beyond  the  hospital  referred  to,  and  then 
halted  for  ammunition.  So  you  see,  according  to  Colonel  Floyd's  report, 
before  leaving  the  wood  he  was  west  of  the  lane  when  he  moved  forward, 
made  a  right  half- wheel,  and  had  to  cross  the  fence  soutli  of  the  hospital ; 
then  both  fences,  making  the  lane  in  order  to  pass  on  the  east  of  the  hos- 
pital. Colonel  Keeble  being  on  his  left,  and  we  (according  to  his  report) 
marching  still  to  the  left,  where  could  we  have  gone  to  ?    Then,  you  see, 
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we  had  to  march  by  the  right  flank  about  half  a  mile,  then  by  the  left 
flank  in  line  of  battle,  in  order  that  the  right  of  the  brigade  might  cover 
the  mouth  of  the  lane  before  entering  the  field,  unless,  however,  the  colo- 
nel will  deny  we  approached  the  hospital  by  this  route,  which  no  man 
ou  earth  need  to  deny.  Did  you,  sir,  make  such  a  movement  as  that  ? 
Ko,  sir ;  you  pushed  your  brigade  upon  the  enemy  in  a  run,  as  straight 
forward  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit,  without  any  perceptible 
change  of  speed  or  direction  until  your  ammunition  became  exhausted. 
You  know  that  if  any  change  of  direction  had  been  made  up  to  this  time 
it  was  to  the  right,  as  you  know  that  General  Hardee  came  to  our  lines 
early  in  the  morning,  and  ordered  a  general  change  of  direction  to  the 
right,  which  was  made  by  your  brigade  so  far  as  to  lap  one  or  more  of  the 
regiments  of  General  Johnson's  brigade.  This,  however,  was  corrected 
before  any  general  engagement  took  place.  The  brigade  rested  at  the 
pike  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  General  Johnson's  brigade 
moved  up  and  formed  on  our  right.  I  do  not  say  the  Seventeenth  Ten- 
nessee Eegiment  had  not  arrived  up  to  this  time  to  the  position  referred 
to  in  Colonel  Floyd's  report. 

With  reference  to  the  capture  of  the  Federal  hospital,  I  should  dislike 
for  it  to  amount  to  a  question  of  veracity  ;  but  it  seems  strange  to  me  that 
the  hospital  had  been  surrendered  by  the  violent  waving  of  a  white  flag, 
as  Colonel  Floyd  states,  a  half  hour  before  we  arrived,  and  then  our  men 
were  falling  right  and  left  from  a  fire  coming  from  and  about  the  hos- 
pital, and  that  we  should  drive  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  through 
and  from  the  field  and  yard,  which  he  had  passed  half  an  hour  before, 
and  yet  we  were  half  an  hour  behind,  according  to  Colonel  Floyd's  re- 
port. I  would  further  add,  that  line  repulsed  from  behind  the  fence, 
south  of  the  hospital,  which  was  in  a  position  to  enfilade  General  John- 
son's brigade,  was  certainly  much  nearer  the  hospital  than  Colonel 
Floyd,  as  Colonel  Keeble  was  on  his  left,  and  between  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  and  Second  Arkansas  Eegiments.  Colonel  Keeble  states  that 
we  were  going  to  his  left,  which  would  certainly  throw  Colonel  Floyd 
considerably  to  our  right ;  also  shows  that  we  repulsed  the  enfilading 
liue ;  at  the  same  time  proves  that  we  preceded  him  to  the  hospital,  or 
that  he  ran  over  and  left  a  heavy  column  of  the  enemy  at  the  fence,  all 
of  whom  were  mad  men,  well  armed  and  unhurt,  or  that  he  passed  con- 
siderably to  the  right  of  the  hospital  and  left  this  line  in  his  rear — which 
he  did  not  do,  for  in  his  report  he  states  he  ordered  the  "  forward  " 
when  his  enfilading  line  gave  way,  and  I  know,  and  a  just  God  at  his 
bar  will  prove  to  Colonel  Floyd  and  his  officers  that  we  were  not  half 
an  hour  or  fifteen  minutes  getting  to  that  hospital  from  the  time  we 
entered  the  skirt  of  wood.  I  further  add,  that  after  we  halted  some 
time  at  the  hospital,  behind  the  fence  running  west  from  the  hospital, 
General  Liddell  ordered  his  men  out  of  the  yard,  where  the  Federals 
were  about  250  in  number,  into  line,  looking  for  a  charge  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  from  our  left,  and,  on  entering  the  yard  a  short  time  after  halt- 
ing, three  Confederate  prisoners,  who  said  they  were  captured  the  day 
previous,  reported  to  me. 

I  hope  no  honor  due  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment  will  ever 
be  seized  by  the  Second  Arkansas  Eegiment.  We  have  confidently 
looked  upon  them  as  worthy  and  brave  fellow-soldiers  (which  they  de- 
serve to  be  called)  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  if  they  captured  the  Fed- 
eral hospital  referred  to,  or  passed  it  half  an  hour  before  we  did,  that 
everything  that  is  glorious  be  inscribed  upon  their  banner,  for  they  are 
insensible  of  danger  and  fearless  of  numbers,  and  noted  for  speed  as 
well  as  cool  courage,  to  have  advanced  their  colors  and  general  guides, 
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formed  a  correct  line,  and  obtained  a  supply  of  ammunition  from  the 
enemy's  own  wagons  between  the  lines  of  his  proud  legions,  and  no  sup- 
port nearer  than  twenty  minutes'  run  5  but  Colonel  Floyd  would  do  well 
to  obtain  more  proof  before  asserting  that  no  Confederate  troops  had 
reached  the  hospital  before  his  regiment,  for  there  was  a  sufficient  force 
there  when  we  approached  it  to  have  annihilated  any  three  companies; 
but  if  he  did  capture  the  hospital,  may  the  future  establish  the  fact  or 
prove  otherwise,  and  satisfy  him,  as  well  as  the  just  tribunal  into  whose 
hands  this  may  fall,  that  I  am  his  friend  and  fellow-soldier. 

E.  F.  HARYEY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg,  Second  Arlcansas  Regiment, 

General  Llddell. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Liddell's  Brigade, 

March  25, 1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

It  is  possible  that  there  is  a  mistake  as  to  the  identity  of  the  Yankee 
hospital.  The  one  taken  by  the  Second  Arkansas  Regiment  was  called 
the  Griscom  house.  If,  however,  the  Jenkins  hospital  and  the  Griscom 
house  are  one  and  the  same,  and  General  Johnson  claims  its  capture  by 
the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment,  then  I  do  not  understand  why  the 
enemy  was  left  still  in  possession  of  it,  with  a  long  line  of  battle  stretch- 
ing westward,  with  which  my  brigade  had  to  contend,  and  finally  drive 
away  with  musketry  and  cannon  shot.  In  this  affair  I  certainly  must 
attach  some  credit  to  the  evidences  of  my  own  senses,  that,  too,  corrob- 
orated by  my  field  and  regimental  officers ;  but  if  these  prove  unavail- 
ing, I  have  nothing  more  to  say.  I  see  that  General  J[ohnson]  refers 
the  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  indorsement  on  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Floyd's  report.  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  let  our  claim  rest  with 
the  division  commander,  who,  it  is  presumed,  is  familiar  with  all  the 
facts  and  persons  interested,  and  if  it  should  be  in  the  way  of  General 
J[ohnsou]'s  glory,  I  am  willing  to  let  it  go  without  further  contention, 
however  well  assured  I  am,  nevertheless,  of  what  is  due  my  brigade. 

ST.  JOHN  R.  LID  DELL, 

Brigadier- General. 


No.  269. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  E.  Murray,  Fifth  Arlcansas  Infantry. 

Estill  Springs,  Tenn., 

January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  December  31, 
1862,  after  having  bivouacked  the  previous  night  on  the  right  bank  ot 
Stone's  River  about  2  miles  from  the  town  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn., 
my  command,  with  the  other  regiments  of  LiddelPs  brigade,  was  moved 
forward,  gradually  changing  direction  to  the  right  as  we  moved  for- 
ward. At  about  the  hour  of  7.30  a.  m.  we  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted  with  artillery  and  infantry  in  the  edge  of  a  piece  of 
woods  about  200  yards  in  our  front,  who  immediately  opened  a  well- 
directed  and  most  deadly  fire  upon  our  advancing  line.  My  command 
halted  and  immediately  commenced  returning  the  fire,  and  for  about 
twenty  minutes  the  command  remained  in  an  open  field,  exposed  to  a 
most  deadly  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry.    At  the  end  of  this  time  the 
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commaud  to  charge  was  given,  and,  as  the  men  arose  and  started  for 
ward  with  a  yell,  the  enemy  ga*ve  way,  falling  back  in  good  order  to 
near  the  Nolensville  pike,  when  a  short  stand  was  made,  but,  as  our 
men  showed  no  signs  of  wavering  or  halting  for  their  fire,  the  enemy 
soon  gave  way  again.  Near  this  pike  our  first  halt  was  made  after  the 
charge  commenced,  it  having  become  necessary  to  obtain  more  ammu- 
nition. As  soon  as  a  supply  of  ammunition  was  obtained,  we  again 
moved  forward,  and  soon  came  to  a  brigade  of  Confederate  troops 
(McNair's,  I  think),  which  had  just  been  repulsed  by  the  enemy.  Our 
men  passed  them,  with  a  cheer,  and  soon  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  again  strongly  posted  behind  fences  and  trees.  Here  the  en- 
emy made  a  most  determined  stand,  fighting  until  our  men  got  in  20  or 
30  steps  of  them,  but  they  could  not  withstand  the  impetuosity  of  our 
troops,  and  soon  broke  and  fled  in  disorder.  At  this  point  I  think  our 
men  fought  three  or  four  to  one.  We  were  almost  flanked  on  both  sides, 
and  had  an  enemy  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  us  in  numbers  immediately 
in  our  front.  Every  man  of  my  command  who  was  present  fought  here 
like  a  hero — first  fighting  on  the  right,  then  in  front,  and  then  on  the 
left,  and  we  actually  whipped  the  enemy  by  detail. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  Private  J.  K.  Leslie,  Company  C,  captured 
a  stand  of  colors  from  the  enemy,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
with  this  report. 

Shortly  after  this  Brigadier- General  Johnson's  brigade  relieved  ours 
and  passed  to  the  front.  We  were  by  this  time  nearly  out  of  ammuni- 
tion, but  still  continued  to  follow  Johnson's  brigade,  which  was  pursu- 
ing the  fleeing  and  thoroughly  demoralized  enemy,  when  all  at  once,  to 
our  surprise,  Johnson's  brigade,  which  was  about  100  yards  in  front  of 
us,  halted,  and  in  a  few  moments  gave  way  and  fled  in  a  disorderly  and 
disgraceful  manner,  the  men  running  through  our  ranks  perfectly  panic- 
stricken,  and  compelling  us  to  fall  back  with  them. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  not  a  single  man  that  I  could  see  in  my  com- 
mand at  this  time  fell  back  until  the  order  had  been  given  by  Colonel 
Govan  (who  was  then  commanding  the  brigade)  and  been  repeated  by 
me.  The  enemy  did  not  pursue  us,  and  we  soon  halted,  and,  after 
changing  positions  several  times,  encamped  for  the  night. 

We  remained  within  shelling  distance  of  the  enemy  until  the  night 
of  January  3,  skirmishing  with  them  every  day  without  any  decided 
result. 

My  total  loss  in  the  engagement  of  December  31,  1862,  and  in  the 
skirmishes  succeeding  it,  was ;  Killed,  12 ;  wounded,  134,  and  missing, 
1,  making  a  total  of  147. 

Accompanying  this  I  send  a  list*  of  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing.     I  carried  into  the  fight  336  men. 

The  men  who  distinguished  themselves  for  gallantry  above  all  others 
were :  Capt.  A.  B.  Washington,  Company  K ;  Privates  J.  K.  Leslie  and 
John  Atkinson,  Company  C  ;  C.  Mattix,  Company  F,  and  B.  W.  Maret, 
Company  I. 

Captain  Washington,  though  wounded  in  right  leg,  continued  to  fight 
and  cheer  on  his  men  throughout  the  day. 

Private  Leslie  captured  a  stand  of  colors  with  his  own  hand,  and  after- 
ward, when  wounded  badly  by  a  shell,  refused  to  go  to  the  rear  until  I 
had  to  order  him  to  go. 

Private  Atkinson  fought  bravely  until  wounded,  and  continued  to 
fight  as  long  as  the  enemy  remained  in  range  of  his  gun. 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  680. 
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Private  Mattix  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm  so  badly  that  he  could 
not  use  his  gun.  He  then  came  to  me,  and  said,  "  Colonel,  I  am  too 
badly  wounded  to  use  my  gun,  but  can  carry  the  flag ;  may  I  do  it  ?  "  I 
gave  him  the  desired  permission,  and  he  carried  it  through  the  rest  of 
the  battle,  keeping  in  front  of  the  regiment.  Three  color-bearers  had 
been  shot  previous  to  this. 

Private  Maret  not  only  fought  bravely  himself,  but  compelled  a  private 
in  his  own  company  who  wanted  to  run  to  fight  by  threatening  to  shoot 
him  if  he  started  to  the  rear. 

In  strong  contrast  to  the  conduct  of  these  gallant  men  is  that  of  the 
following-named  individuals,  who  all  left  the  field  either  before  or  after 
the  fight  commenced,  without  cause :  Second  Lieut.  J.  K.  Pyburn,  Com- 
pany G  'j  Privates  R.  Arnold  and  W.  J.  Dobson,  Company  A ;  Privates 
A.  V.  Rudder  and  E.  W.  Bott,  Company  B ;  Privates  D.  McNiel  and 
W.  A.  Haywood,  Company  E  ;  Private  Joseph  H.  Leaptrot,  Company  F, 
and  Privates  S.  Woods,  J.Woods,  D.  I^. Quails,  and  W.  H.  Yann,  Com- 
pany I.     With  the  exceptions  above  mentioned,  all  fought  well. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  E.  MURRAY, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding, 

Capt.  G.  A.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Report  of  Maj.  William  F.  Douglass,  iSixth  Arkansas  Infantry,  command- 
ing Sixth  and  Seventh  Regiments. 

January  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  making  a  report  of  battles  at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  com- 
mencing December  30,  1862,  as  ordered,  I  labor  under  the  necessity  of 
making  a  very  imperfect  exhibit  of  the  important  part  taken  by  those 
two  combined  regiments  now  under  my  command,  since  I  was  not  in 
command  during  the  first  and  second  days  of  the  engagement,  and  was, 
during  a  part  ot  the  31st,  absent  from  the  field  owing  to  a  painful  con- 
tusion on  the  right  arm  from  the  effects  of  a  spent  ball,  but  shall,  from 
my  own  observation  and  information  received  from  Captain  [J.  W.] 
Martin,  now  acting  lieutenant  colonel,  furnish  the  following : 

As  our  previous  movements  were  only  preparatory,  I  need  commence 
only  with  the  morning  of  December  31,  when  McNair's  brigade,  mov- 
ing off  by  their  left  flank,  gave  place  for  our  forward  movement  into  an 
open  corn-field,  through  which  we  had  moved  about  half  way  when  a 
continuous  line  of  the  enemy  was  seen  advancing  from  the  woods  be- 
yond to  gain  the  protection  of  a  fence  in  our  front,  when,  from  the  line 
of  infantry  and  a  rifled  battery  200  yards  immediately  in  front  of  my 
regiment,  a  most  destructive  fire  was  opened,  and  the  action  became  gen- 
eral on  the  whole  left.  In  the  exposed  position  occupied  by  our  men 
our  loss  just  at  this  point  was  five  times  greater  than  during  the  rest  of 
the  day.  About  20  rounds  had  been  fired  when  the  enemy  gave  way, 
our  men  rapidly  following  past  two  abandoned  guns  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
tery and  scores  of  their  dead  across  the  field  and  into  the  woods  beyond. 
I  may  mention  here  that  the  advance  of  McNair's  brigade  on  our  left 
and  flanking  the  enemy  was,  perhaps,  one  cause  of  their  giving  way  on 
their  right,  as  they  had  a  strong  position,  and  our  battery  was  rendered 
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ineffective  by  being  in  our  rear  on  level  ground,  killing  and  wounding 
several  of  our  men  while  firing  over  them.  After  crossing  the  fence 
with  my  regiment  and  reaching  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy's 
abandoned  battery,  it  was  observed  that  that  line  of  the  enemy  in  front 
of  the  Fifth  and  Second  Arkansas  Regiments  had  not  given  way,  but 
still  occupied  their  position  behind  the  fence.  Our  men  were  ordered  to 
face  obliquely  to  the  rear  and  deliver  an  enfilading  fire  that  soon  routed 
them,  when  the  pursuit  was  maintained  by  the  whole  brigade  across  the 
wide  scope  of  woods  in  front  to  the  vicinity  of  a  cotton-field  and  Yankee 
hospital,  where  the  enemy  again  made  an  attempt  at  a  stand,  but  were 
rapidly  driven  back,  the  right  of  our  regiment  passing  near  the  hospi- 
tal, across  the  turnpike  and  into  the  woods  beyond,  where  we  were  halted 
to  rest  the  men  and  get  a  fresh  supply  of  ammunition,  the  firing  still 
being  kept  up  by  brigades  on  our  right.  We  were  soon  ordered  forward, 
and  encountered  the  enemy  on  the  borders  of  an  old  field,  across  which 
we  drove  them  until.  General  Johnson's  brigade  coming  up  to  relieve 
us,  we  were  ordered  to  halt  and  reform  our  disordered  lines.  As  soon 
as  our  line  formed,  we  moved  forward  as  a  reserve  to  General  Johnson, 
and  found  the  enemy  in  the  edge  of  a  cedar  thicket,  warmly  contesting 
the  ground  with  him.  Our  men,  gaining  a  ridge  about  100  yards  in  rear 
of  General  Johnson  and  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  raised  a  shout  and  started 
forward  at  double-quick,  when  the  Yankees  faced  to  the  right-about  and 
disappeared  in  the  thicket.  General  Johnson's  brigade  pursuing  them 
to  the  edge  of  this  thicket,  where  they  (Johnson's  brigade)  had  a  strong 
position,  protected  by  rocks  and  the  nature  of  the  ground,  while  our  line 
had  been  halted  in  the  rear  in  an  exposed  position  behind  the  fence  on 
a  ridge.  Just  at  this  time,  though  the  firing  did  not  seem  heavy  in  our 
front,  and  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  had  been  abandoned  and  was 
in  our  possession.  General  Johnson's  brigade  gave  way,  the  movement 
commencing  on  their  right,  and,  I  think,  occasioned  by  the  retreat  of 
Ector's  brigade,  still  farther  to  the  right.  After  General  Johnson's  bri- 
gade had  passed  our  line,  and  it  was  found  that  we  were  entirely  unsup- 
ported on  either  flank,  Colonel  Govan  gave  the  order  to  fall  back  (Colo 
nel  Smith  was  wounded  at  this  point  and  the  command  devolved  upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cameron)  to  a  stronger  position  across  the  open  fields 
and  into  the  woods  in  rear,  where  we  reformed  our  line  and  awaited  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  that  was  never  made,  and  closed  the  fighting  on 
our  part  for  the  <lay. 

As  our  subsequent  movements  on  the  succeeding  days  were  only  in- 
tended to  develop  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  draw  him  from  his  strongly 
fortified  position  without  resulting  in  any  actual  engagement,  it  is  need- 
less for  me  to  make  any  report,  though  I  may  state  that  on  the  third  day 
we  lost  two  of  our  men  by  fire  from  batteries  in  the  same  thicket  from 
which  our  troops  had  been  repulsed,  and  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cam- 
eron was  dangerously  wounded  by  a  ball  shot  from  a  Yankee  hospital, 
from  which  their  flag  was  then  flying. 

Throughout  the  entire  action  our  men  exhibited  the  most  enthusiastic 
courage,  never  flinching  from  any  charge,  no  matter  how  desperate,  well 
sustaining  that  reputation  they  had  won  at  such  cost  on  other  fields. 
Of  the  action  of  the  Sixth  Arkansas  Regiment  I  need  only  refer  to  their 
long  list*  of  killed  and  wounded  to  show  how  gallantly  they  had  acted 
throughout  that  day.  The  Seventh  Arkansas  Regiment  was  not  behind 
in  gallant  deeds,  if  I  except  those  men  reported  by  their  caj^tains  as 
liaving  left  the  field ;  those  remaining  were  as  true  as  steel. 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  680. 
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111  luakiDg  this  imperfect  report  I  have  been  greatly  assisted  by  Cap- 
tain Martin  for  that  part  of  the  engagement  when  I  was  not  on  the  field. 
Of  the  gallantry  of  iudividual  officers  and  men  I  wonld  beg  leave  to 
defer  special  mention  until  the  return  of  Colonel  Smith,  whose  wound 
will  detain  him  some  weeks  from  the  command. 

W    F.  DOUGLASS, 

Major^  Commanding, 
Captain  [G.  A.]  Williams, 

[Assistant  Adjutant- General.] 


No.  261. 
Report  of  Col.  John  H.  Kelly.,  Eighth  Arlcansas  Infantry. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  as  to  the  action 
of  my  regiment  in  the  late  battles  at  Murfreesborough : 

Early  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  [1862,]  I  received  orders  from 
the  brigadier- gen  era!  commanding  to  advance  with  my  regiment  and  to 
conform  to  the  movements  of  the  regiments  on  my  right,  which  was  done 
by  gradually  wheeling  to  the  right.  A  short  time  after  advancing  I  was 
ordered  to  throw  forward  skirmishers  to  cover  my  front.  Yery  soon  after 
the  deployment  had  been  made,  a  brisk  fire  began,  and  skirmishers  soon 
succeeded  in  driving  back  those  of  the  enemy ;  the  lines  of  battle  con- 
fronted, and  the  contest  began.  My  regiment  was  posted  in  an  open 
field ;  the  enemy  was  strongly  posted  behind  a  fence.  After  a  continued 
and  obstinate  resistance,  the  order  to  charge  was  given  (I  should  have 
mentioned  that  at  this  juncture  Brigadier-General  Eains'  brigade  came 
up  on  my  left),  which  was  obeyed  with  promptness  and  alacrity.  The 
enemy  fled  in  confusion  j  we  pursued  rapidly  for  several  hundred  yards, 
when  he  rallied  to  make  another  stand,  but  the  impetuosity  with  which 
we  followed  him  up  soon  hurled  him  again  to  the  rear.  As  the  second 
charge  was  ordered  from  this  point,  he  was  rapidly  pursued  for  over  half 
a  mile,  when  it  became  necessary  for  us  to  halt,  in  order  to  refill  our 
empty  cartridge-boxes.  This  was  soon  accomplished,  and  again  we 
moved  forward.  After  proceeding  several  hundred  yards,  we  marched 
by  the  left  flank  for  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile,  and  then  forward  to 
a  position  several  hundred  yards  in  advance  in  an  open  field ;  from 
this  point  we  withdrew  to  a  position  in  the  wood,  a  little  to  the  rear. 
The  next  position  taken  placed  the  left  of  my  regiment  on  a  large  field, 
the  remaining  portion  being  in  the  wood.  The  lines  of  battle  soon  met 
again.  The  fire  at  this  point  was  very  heavy.  The  enemy  outflanked 
my  left,  but  the  timely  arrival  of  Swett's  battery  dispensed  all  appre- 
hension of  danger  from  that  quarter.  Another  charge  was  made,  and 
the  enemy  was  falling  back  rapidly  under  heavy  fire.  At  this  juncture 
I  was  wounded  and  retired  from  the  field.  I  think  it  was  about  1.30  p. 
m.  The  action  of  the  regiment  after  this  will  be  reported  by  Lieuten- 
aut-Colonel  [George  F.]  Baucum,  to  whom  I  turned  over  the  command. 

Lieutenant  [S.  B.]  Cole,  Company  I,  Lieut.  Calvin  East,  Company  H, 
and  Lieut.  T.  H.  Beard,  Company  F,  fell  while  gallantly  cheering  and 
leading  their  men  to  victory.  Adjt.  H.  J.  McCurdy  was  also  killed ; 
faithful  to  the  last.  He  was  always  at  his  post ;  no  shock  could  dis- 
compose him.     The  coolness,  bravery,  and  good  judgment  of  this  gal- 
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lant  boy  is  highly  conimeudable.     The  gallant  conduct  of  tl  e  noble  dead 
was  conspicuous  to  the  whole  regiment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  call  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  First  Lieu 
tenant  [W.  M.]  Bass,  Company  E,  who  was  wounded  in  the  first  fight 
while  bravely  cheering  his  men.     Captain  [W.  H.]  Lankford,  Company 
A,  and  Second  Lieutenant  [B.  A]  Terrett,  Company  E,  also  deserve  spe- 
cial mention  for  gallantry  on  the  field. 

In  the  first  charge  my  regiment  captured  two  stand  of  colors.  These 
were  handed  to  me  by  Private  James  Eiddle,  Company  C,  and  Corpl.  N. 
A.  Horn,  Company  E,  but,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the  pursuit,  I  found  it 
impossible  to  carry  these  along,  and  they  were  left  on  the  field.  Another 
stand  was  also  captured,  but  was  left  in  the  same  manner  as  the  others. 

A  full  list  of  killed  and  wounded  will  be  furnished  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Baucum. 

The  regiment  during  the  whole  engagement  was  always  prompt  to 
move  at  the  command. 
Yery  respectfully, 

JNO.  H.  KELLY, 
Colonel  Eighth  ArJcansas  Regiment. 

Capt.  G.  A.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  lAddelVs  Brigade. 


No.  262. 
Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  George  F.  Baucum,  Eighth  ArJcansas  Infantry. 

Waktrace,  Tenn.,  January  12,  1863. 

Sm :  In  the  late  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  on  December  31,  1862, 
where  our  brigade  engaged  the  enemy,  after  leaving  our  camp  on  Stone's 
Eiver  in  the  morning,  we  were  ordered  forward,  and  in  a  short  time  we 
engaged  the  enemy  first  in  a  corn-field,  where  the  firing  became  general 
along  the  line  of  our  whole  brigade,  at  which  place  our  regiment  suffered 
severely  in  killed  and  wounded.  The  firing  was  kept  up  for  some  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  in  that  exposed  position,  at  which  time  McNair's  bri- 
gade moved  up  on  our  left  and  on  the  enemy's  right  and  opened  fire, 
at  which  time  the  enemy's  right  gave  way.  Then  we  were  ordered  for- 
ward, and,  after  crossing  the  fence  in  front  of  our  regiment  and  the  Sixth 
Arkansas,  we  saw  that  the  enemy  in  front  of  the  Fifth  and  Second  Ar- 
kansas was  still  contesting  the  ground.  At  this  time  the  order  was  given 
to  about  face,  and  we  gave  them  an  enfilade  fire,  and  they  soon  fell  back. 
We  then  forwarded  to  where  they  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  two 
pieces  of  their  artillery. 

At  this  engagement  I  had  my  horse  shot,  and  halted  for  a  few  moments 
and  ordered  the  infirmary  corps  to  carry  our  wounded  to  the  hospital 
immediately  in  the  rear.  As  I  moved  forward  in  the  edge  of  the  woods 
I  saw  Captain  Williams,  and  asked  how  far  the  regiment  was.  His  an- 
swer, as  well  as  I  remember,  was,  that  it  was  some  distance  in  the  woods 
and  that  we  were  driving  them  like  dogs.  I  moved  on  at  double-quick 
through  the  woods,  when  I  came  to  a  cotton-patch  and  saw  General  Lid- 
dell,  and  he  asked  me  what  I  was  doing  so  far  behind.  I  answered  him 
that  I  had  lost  my  horse  and  was  very  near  broke  down.  He  told  me 
to  catch  up  with  my  command.  I  went  across  the  cotton-patch,  passing 
a  gin-house,  and  came  to  a  cross  fence,  where  the  brigade  was  halted. 
There  was  some  little  firing  with  small-arms.  Then  Swett's  battery 
opened  on  the  enemy  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  we  were  then  ordered 
forward  across  a  corn-field  and  into  the  woods  a  few  hundred  yards,  and 
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were  halted  and  received  a  new  supply  of  ammunition.  The  firing  still 
kept  up  on  our  right.  After  receiving  our  ammunition,  w  e  were  ordered 
forward  to  an  old  field,  and  were  moved  some  distance  into  the  field  and 
halted.  Our  battery  went  forward  in  the  field  and  opened  fire.  Our 
skirmishers  were  moved  forward  and  engaged.  The  brigade  was  ordered 
back  to  the  woods.  We  then  moved  bj'  the  right  flank  for  several  hun- 
dred yards,  and  were  then  ordered  forward,  where  we  engaged  the  enemy 
in  a  neck  of  woods,  where  the  ground  was  warmly  contested  for  some 
time,  at  which  time  General  Johnson's  brigade  came  up  and  we  were 
ordered  to  charge.  The  enemy  was  repulsed,  we  occupying  the  ground. 
The  order  was  then  given  to  cease  firing.  Johnson's  brigade  moved  for- 
ward to  the  edge  of  a  cedar  thicket  under  cover  of  a  cliff  of  rocks.  We 
moved  forward  to  a  fence  to  the  support  of  Johnson's  brigade.  As  soon 
as  we  reached  the  fence  the  right  of  the  front  line  gave  way  and  the  bri- 
gade in  our  front  came  to  the  rear  in  double-quick,  passing  through  our 
lines.  I  tried  to  halt  the  men  in  front  of  my  regiment,  but  they  all 
passed  through.  After  all  had  passed.  Colonel  Govan  gave  the  order 
to  fall  back  ;  we  fell  back  to  the  woods  under  fire  from  the  enemy. 

This,  I  believe,  is  about  as  correct  account  as  I  can  give,  which  I  re- 
spectfully submit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  BAUCUM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg.  Eighth  Regiment  Arkansas  VoU* 

Oapt.  G.  A.  Williams, 

AssistaM  Adjutant- General, 


No.  263. 

Reports  of  Ideut  H.  Shannon,  Warren  Light  Artillery, 

Artillery  Encampment,  Liddell's  Brigade, 

War  trace,  Tenn.,  January  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  battery  under  my  command, 
attached  to  LiddelFs  brigade,  moved  with  the  brigade  at  daylight  on  the 
morning  of  December  31,  1862,  against  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  Murfreesborough.  After  advancing  about  1  mile,  crossing  a 
lane,  and  passing  through  a  narrow  strip  of  timber,  I  posted  the  battery 
on  an  eminence  in  an  open  field  to  the  right  of  the  brigade,  and  within 
600  yards  of  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  in  front  of  Brigadier- General 
Johnson's  brigade,  and  opened  with  a  well-directed  fire  of  round  shot 
and  shrapnel,  causing  the  enemy  to  retire.    Our  loss  was  one  horse  killed. 

I  then  moved  the  battery  rapidly  to  the  front  and  left,  and  took  posi- 
tion 100  yards  in  rear  of  the  brigade,  in  front  of  and  within  600  yards  of 
one  of  the  enemy's  rifle  batteries,  firing  about  20  rounds  to  the  piece  with 
good  effect,  when  the  brigade  gallantly  charged  and  captured  the  bat- 
tery, consisting  of  one  rifle  brass  6-pounder  (4-inch  caliber  and  10-pound 
shot)  and  one  10-pounder  Parrott  steel  gun  (2.9-inch  caliber).  From 
some  unknown  cause  a  shrapnel  shot  lodged  about  half  way  down  one 
of  the  howitzers,  thus  temporarily  disabling  the  piece,  which  was  at  once 
ordered  a  short  distance  to  the  rear.  The  limber  being  brought  forward, 
I  substituted  the  brass  rifle  piece  just  captured  for  the  disabled  howit- 
zer, getting  a  good  supply  of  ammunition  from  the  enemy's  chests.  Our 
loss  at  this  position  was,  Corpl.  Martin  Green,  killed  by  a  rifle  shell  5 
Sergt.  John  McMullen,  severely  wounded  in  the  chest  by  a  minie  ball  5 
Artificer  Charles  McDermit,  severely  wounded  in  the  arm  and  chest  by 
a  minie  ball;  Private  Peter  Hogan,  severely. wounded  in  the  foot  by  a 
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minie  ball ;  Private  Frank  Bonengal,  slightly  wounded  in  the  hand  by 
a  minie  ball  j  Private  E.  H.  Duggar,  slightly  wounded  on  the  hip  by  the 
fragment  of  a  shell ;  also  one  wheel  disabled  by  the  enemy's  rifle  shot. 

I  then  moved  the  battery  forward  through  an  open  field  and  dense 
V70ods  into  a  cotton-field,  taking  position  60  yards  in  rear  of  ttie  brigade, 
and  within  60  yards  of  a  Federal  hospital,  a  little  to  the  rear  and  left  of 
the  same,  and  within  400  yards  of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  the  right  of  the 
brigade  resting  at  the  hospital.  I  fired  shrapnel  and  shell  at  the  enemy, 
who  were  posted  along  the  fence  and  edge  of  the  woods  beyond  the  pike. 
The  fire  was  directed  principally  to  the  left,  and  with  the  most  satisfac 
tory  result,  as  the  number  of  dead  left  on  this  part  of  the  field  by  the 
enemy  well  attested.  I  fired  about  25  rounds  to  the  piece  at  this  posi- 
tion, driving  the  enemy  from  his  cover,  when  the  brigade  advanced  and 
took  possession  of  the  woods  beyond  the  pike.  Our  loss  here  was  4 
horses  killed  and  disabled. 

After  a  few  minutes  of  necessary  delay,  I  was  ordered  to  seek  a  position 
to  the  right,  and  moved  the  battery  to  the  right  of  the  hospital,  where  I 
found  Generals  Johnson  and  Wood,  the  latter  falling  back.  I  therefore 
moved  the  battery  to  the  front  and  left,  rejoining  my  own  brigade  across 
the  Wilkinson  pike.  I  then  moved  the  battery  to  the  right,  down  the 
pike  about  700  yards,  and,  finding  our  lines  falling  back,  posted  the  bat- 
tery so  as  to  protect  their  retreat.  They,  however,  soon  rallied  and  ad- 
vanced, and  I  was  ordered  to  move  with  the  brigade  by  a  flank  to  the 
left  about  1  mile,  and  took  position  on  an  eminence,  in  full  view  of  and 
commanding  the  Nashville  pike,  and  about  700  j^ards  to  the  left  and  rear 
of  a  second  Federal  hospital.  I  opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  train  of 
wagons  moving  rapidly  to  the  rear,  dividing  and  driving  a  part  of  the 
train  back.  The  battery  then  moved  with  the  brigade  by  a  right  flank 
about  1,200  yards,  and  advanced  on  the  enemy,  concealed  behind  a  fence 
in  an  open  field.  I  posted  the  battery  in  the  corner  of  the  field,  on  a 
line  with  the  brigade,  and  within  150  yards  of  the  enemy.  I  fired  4 
rounds  of  canister  from  each  piece  with  the  most  gratifying  result.  I 
then  moved  the  battery  quickly  to  the  left  through  a  narrow  neck  of 
woods,  and,  taking  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  opened  on  the 
enemy,  but  was  almost  immediately  ordered  to  a  more  elevated  position 
in  an  open  field  about  300  yards  to  the  left  of  the  brigade,  in  front  and 
within  500  yards  of  one  of  the  enemy's  four-gun  batteries.  The  firing  of 
the  battery  was  remarkably  good,  compelling  the  enemy  to  change  his 
position  several  times,  and  that  of  one  of  his  guns  as  often  as  six  times, 
when  he  abandoned  the  field.  I  then  directed  the  fire  of  the  battery  on 
the  enemy's  lines,  advancing  to  flank  the  brigade.  The  enemy  fled  be- 
fore the  charge  of  the  brigade,  and  I  was  then  ordered  to  take  my  original 
position,  commanding  the  Nashville  pike,  which  I  did,  driving  the  en- 
emy's train  from  the  road  the  second  time.  Private  John  Burcher  was 
here  slightly  wounded  in  the  slioulder  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell. 

At  the  urgent  and  repeated  requests  of  Brigadier-General  Wharton 
for  artillery,  to  assist  in  capturing  the  enemy's  wagon  train,  I  dispatched 
two  guns  to  that  oflBcer  and  two  to  the  brigade,  the  latter  having  posses- 
sion of  the  Federal  hospital,  near  the  Nashville  pike,  at  that  time. 
Before  General  Wharton  could  use  the  guns  sent  him,  our  lines  com- 
menced to  fall  back,  when  the  guns  were  ordered  to  rejoin  the  brigade, 
which  they  did  in  the  woods  between  the  Wilkinson  and  Nashville 
pikes,  when  the  command  bivouacked  until  morning. 

On  the  morning  of  January  1,  the  battery  moved  with  the  brigade 
through  the  woods  to  the  left,  and  tcok  position  in  an  open  field  within 
800  yards  of  Overall's  Creek,  and  fired  on  the  enemy's  cavalry  along  the 
creek,  driving  them  in  the  direction  of  the  Nashville  pike.    The  battery 
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was  then  moved  400  yards  to  tbe  front  and  right,  and  was  posted  so  as 
to  command  the  Kashville  pike,  and  open  fire  on  a  column  of  infantry 
passing  to  the  rear,  and  scattering  his  cavalry  stationed  along  the  road. 
The  battery  was  then  moved  200  yards  to  the  right,  to  the  original  posi- 
tion, commanding  the  Nashville  pike,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy^s 
train.  I  was  then  ordered  to  place  the  battery  600  yards  to  the  right 
and  open  on  the  enemy's  line  to  the  right  of  the  hospital  from  the  posi- 
tion I  occupied  in  the  open  field,  the  enemy  being  about  1,000  yards 
distant.  I  soon  drew  the  fire  of  his  rifle  batteries,  when  I  withdrew, 
the  object  being  simply  to  develop  his  position. 

Private  L.  B.  Jones  was  slightly  injured  from  concussion,  2  horses 
killed,  and  1  wheel  disabled.  Lieut.  Thomas  Havern  had  his  horse 
killed  under  him  by  a  rifle-shot  from  one  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  place  the  rifle  piece  in  position  so  as  to  command 
the  Nashville  pike,  and  fired  about  30  rounds  at  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  trains  with  some  efitect,  when  the  axle  broke,  doubtless  from  the 
recoil  of  the  gun.  I  then  ordered  it  to  the  rear,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Havern,  and  had  it  mounted  on  the  howitzer  carriage,  and  the  disabled 
howitzer  placed  in  the  rear  chests  of  a  caisson  and  turned  over  at  the 
depot  in  Murfreesborough. 

The  loss  of  the  battery  sums  up  as  follows  :  1  man  killed,  3  severely 
and  4  slightly  wounded,  11  horses  killed  and  disabled,  2  wheels  disabled, 
1  howitzer  disabled,  and  1  axle  broken. 

I  have  the  rifle  piece  and  Parrott  gun  captured  by  the  brigade,  with 
74  rounds  of  ammunition  for  the  former  and  187  for  the  latter,  together 
with  some  6-pounder  ammunition  taken  from  the  enemy's  chests.  I 
also  secured  8  artillery  horses,  with  a  small  amount  of  harness,  the  rear 
portion  of  a  caisson,  a  good  forge,  and  about  200  horseshoes,  with 
blacksmith's,  carpenter's,  and  saddler's  tools  sufficient  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  battery. 

The  battery  fought  over  about  4  miles  of  ground,  taking  fourteen  dif- 
ferent positions  and  firing  153  rounds  to  the  piece,  making  a  total  of  612 
rounds. 

Sergt.  William  P.  McDonald  commanded  a  section  of  the  battery,  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  valuable  services. 

It  affords  me  peculiar  pleasure  to  state  that  not  a  man  straggled  dur- 
ing the  battle,  or  showed  evidence  of  cowardice,  but  that  every  officer, 
non-commissioned  officer,  and  private  stood  manfully  at  his  post  and 
performed  his  duty. 

I  acknowledge  my  profound  indebtedness  to  Brigadier-General  Liddell 
and  staff  for  much  valuable  assistance,  but  more  especially  am  I  indebted 
to  the  general  for  his  fearless  example,  and  the  readiness  with  which  he 
in  person  indicated  the  position  for  the  battery. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  SHANNON, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  Warren  Light  Artillery, 

Capt.  G.  A.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- Qmeral. 


Artillery  Encampment,  Liddell's  Brigade, 

Wartrace,  Tenn,,  March  22, 1863. 
Sir  :  My  attention  having  been  called  by  General  Liddell  to  a  report 
of  Lieut.  Col.  Watt  W.  Floyd,  commanding  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee 
Eegiment,  dated  March  18,  1863,  giving  some  additional  facts  for  the 
establishment  of  his  claim  to  the  capture  of  the  Federal  hospital,  known 
as  the  Griscom  house,  at  the  battle  iu  front  of  Murfi:eesborough,  I  deem 


874  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  Xxxn. 

it  proper  to  submit  a  more  miuute  statement  of  facts  touching  the  mat 
ter  at  issue  than  was  contained  in  my  report  of  that  battle. 

When  I  ceased  firing  at  my  second  position,  which  was  about  IJ  miles 
in  rear  of  the  hospital,  the  brigade  charged  and  captured  the  battery  re- 
ferred to  in  my  report,  and  continued  to  a«i  vance  rapidly  in  the  direction 
of  the  hospital.  I  moved  the  battery  promptly  to  the  front  and  left 
about  1,200  yards,  and  took  position  to  prevent  the  enemy's  cavalry  from 
getting  in  rear  of  the  brigade.  I  was  detained  here  some  fifteen  minutes, 
but  did  not  fire  on  the  cavalry,  as  I  had  some  doubt  as  to  their  being 
Federal ;  at  the  same  time  I  replenished  my  ammunition  chests.  The 
cavalry  disappeared,  and  I  moved  to  the  right  and  front  through  the 
open  field,  and  thence  forward  through  a  narrow  strip  of  woods  into  a 
cotton- field  in  rear  of  the  hospital.  I  found  the  brigade  posted  behind 
a  fence,  the  right  resting  at  the  hospital.  General  Liddell  in  person  in- 
dicated the  position  for  the  battery,  which  was  posted  50  or  60  yards  in 
rear  of  the  brigade,  and  about  60  or  70  yards  to  the  rear  and  left  of  the 
hospital,  on  the  left,  and  within  20  yards  of  the  lane  running  from  the 
Wilkinson  pike  to  the  rear  of  the  hospital.  From  this  position  I  fired 
18  or  20  rounds  to  the  piece,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  position  behind 
the  fence  running  parallel  to  the  Wilkinson  pike,  when  the  brigade 
moved  rapidly  forward  in  pursuit  into  the  woods  across  the  pike. 

I  remained  in  this  position  at  least  twenty  minutes  after  the  brigade 
had  advanced,  when  General  Liddell,  returning  from  the  front  in  search 
of  his  ordnance  train,  directed  me  to  seek  a  position  to  the  right.  I  moved 
across  the  lane  to  the  right  of  the  hospital,  and,  when  opposite  thereto, 
halted  to  receive  ammunition  from  two  of  my  limbers,  which  had  just 
come  up.  At  this  moment  General  B.  K.  Johnson  rode  up  to  me.  I  saw 
a  regiment  of  his  brigade  at  a  halt,  the  left  resting  at  a  horse  lot,  about 
80  or  100  yards  to  the  right  and  front  of  the  hospital,  with  the  right  of  the 
regiment  somewhat  to  the  rear,  or,  rather,  at  almost  a  right- wheel  from 
our  proper  front.  Finding  a  confused  state  of  affairs  to  my  right,  I  moved 
forward  through  the  regiment  and  to  the  left  and  front  to  the  Wilkinson 
pike,  in  order  to  rejoin  the  brigade,  which  was  in  the  advance.  I  saw  a 
number  of  dead  and  wounded  Federals  in  the  cotton-field  and  lane,  and 
near  the  line  house  and  hospital ;  also  a  large  number  of  prisoners  in  the 
hospital  yard. 

Sergt.  John  McMullen  states  that  it  was  here  he  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  chest  by  a  minie  ball,  and  not  at  the  position  last  occupied  by  the 
battery,  as  stated  in  my  report.     I  also  lost  4  horses  killed  and  disabled. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  SHANNON, 
Lieutenant^  Commanding  SweWs  Battery, 

Capt.  G.  A.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  264. 


Beport  of  Brig,  Gen,  Bushrod  R,  Johnson^  G,  S,  Army^  commanding  Third 

Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  Johnson's  Brig.,  [Third,]  Cleburne's  Div., 

Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma^  Tenn.,  January  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  in 
the  action  before  Murfreesborough  on  December  31, 1862,  by  the  brigade 
under  my  command  • 

In  the  first  position  taken  by  Major-General  Cleburne's  division  at 
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Murfreesborough,  on  Sunday,  December  28,  this  brigade  was  the  second 
one  from  the  extreme  right  of  the  second  line ;  was  north  of  Murfrees- 
borough and  a  httle  west  of  the  Lebanon  pike.  Though  there  had  been 
skirmishing  with  artillery  and  small-arms,  no  regular  engagement  had 
taken  place  between  our  troops  and  those  of  the  enemy  up  to  the  night 
of  December  30. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  this  day  my  brigade,  with  the  others  of  Major- 
General  Cleburne's  division,  was  moved  from  the  extreme  right  to  the 
extreme  left  of  the  second  line  of  battle,  in  order  to  support  Major  Gen- 
eral McCown's  division,  which  formed  the  extreme  left  of  the  first  line. 
My  brigade  consisted  of  five  regiments,  whose  position  from  right  to 
left,  and  whose  strength,  respectively,  on  the  morning  of  the  battle  in 
front  of  Murfreesborough,  were  as  follows : 

General  and  staff 6 

37th  Tennessee,  Col.  Moses  White 225 

44th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  [S.]  Fulton 509 

25th  Tennessee,  Col.  John  M.  Hughs 336 

17th  Tennessee,  Col.  A.  S.  Marks 598 

23d    Tennessee,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  H.  Keeble 272 

Darden's  battery 70 

Strength  of  brigade  taken  into  action 2, 016 

The  Jefferson  Artillery  (four  guns),  commanded  by  Capt  Putnam  Dar- 
den,  having  been  on  detached  service  with  Brigadier-General  [S.  A.  M.] 
Wood's  brigade,  reported  for  duty  with  my  command  on  the  morning 
of  December  31  and  moved  with  my  brigade.  My  brigade  was  posted 
between  Brigadier-General  LiddelPs  brigade  (which  was  on  the  extreme 
left  of  our  line)  and  the  brigade  of  Brig.  Gen.  L.  [E.]  Polk. 

At  early  dawn,  on  the  last  day  of  the  old  year,  1862,  a  year  so  full  of 
bloody  records,  our  line  was  formed,  running  north  and  south  on  the 
west  side  of  the  West  Fork  of  Stone's  River,  my  left  resting  on  the  lane 
leading  up  to  the  McOullouch  house.  The  order  was  immediately  given 
to  advance  in  suppprt  of  Major- General  McCown's  division,  by  wheeling 
the  whole  of  our  division  to  the  right. 

My  brigade  moved  first  over  open  fields  up  a  gentle  ascent  for  about 
1,200  yards,  when  we  reached  the  summit  of  the  slope,  with  my  left  within 
about  150  yards  of  the  Triune  road.  Here  the  enemy's  balls  from  cannon 
and  small-arms  fell  around  and  in  our  ranks.  Though  we  had  moved 
out  on  the  second  line  to  support  Major-General  McCown's  division,  it 
became  evident  that  there  was  here  nothing  before  us  but  the  enemy, 
whose  sharpshooters  were  posted  at  the  fence  and  in  the  woods  along  the 
north  side  of  the  Triune  road.  We  therefore  prepared  to  take  our  place 
in  the  first  line.  I  ordered  out  skirmishers  in  front  of  each  regiment, 
halting  and  correcting  the  right  of  my  line,  which  had  been  somewhat 
broken  in  passing  through  a  small  thicket  in  the  field.  Gol.  Moses 
White  and  Lieutenant- Golonel  [II.  D.]  Frayser,  of  the  Thirty-seventh, 
and  several  men  of  the  Forty  fourth  Tennessee  Regiment,  were  here 
wounded  before  we  had  fired  a  gun.  Major  [J.  T.]  McReynolds,  a  faith- 
ful and  brave  officer,  then  took  command  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Regi- 
ment Tennessee  Volunteers. 

Our  skirmishers  now  drove  the  enemy  from  the  fence  and  border  of 
the  woods,  and  the  brigade  advanced  to  the  Triune  road  in  a  beautiful 
line,  completing  the  wheel  to  the  right.  My  command  was  here  moved 
to  the  left  on  the  road,  to  give  room  to  Brigadier-General  Polk's  brigade. 

In  front  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Tennessee  Vol- 
unteers there  was,  at  this  time,  a  lane  running  nearly  perpendicular  to 
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the  Triune  road ;  and  with  a  narrow  oi)ening  on  the  right  of  this  lane 
there  was  on  either  side  a  cedar  glade.  The  brigade  advanced  into  the 
glade,  and,  passing  it  under  a  warm  fire  on  the  right  wing,  it  entered  a 
wide  corn  field  on  the  left  and  a  narrow  field  on  the  right  of  the  lane. 
The  conflict  now  became  very  severe — perhaps  as  much  so  as  at  any- 
period  during  the  day. 

Immediately  in  front  of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment,  and  to 
the  right  of  a  small  thicket,  was  a  battery  of  four  guns — afterward  found 
to  be  a  Michigan  battery — supported  by  a  heavy  force  of  infantry. 
Farther  to  the  left  was  posted  a  second  battery.  As  soon  as  the  bri- 
gade entered  upon  the  open  ground  it  was  exposed  to  a  very  heavy  fire 
of  grape,  shells,  and  bullets.  The  Twenty-fifth  Regiment,  on  the  right 
of  the  lane,  was  especially  exposed  to  a  flank  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery. 
The  Seventeenth  advanced  steadily  to  within  150  yards  of  the  battery, 
halted,  and  engaged  the  enemy  most  gallantly  and  efficiently  for  some 
time.  Captain  Darden's  battery  at  the  same  time  took  position  on  the 
south  side  of  the  field,  and  with  admirable  skill  poured  in  a  well-di- 
rected fire  of  shell,  shrapnel,  and  solid  shot  over  the  heads  of  our  men 
upon  the  battery  and  infantry  in  front  of  my  left  wing,  which  soon 
silenced  the  enemy's  pieces.  The  Seventeenth  then  charged  and  took 
the  battery  of  four  guns  in  front  of  it,  having,  with  the  aid  of  the  artil- 
lery, killed  eight  men  of  the  battery  and  many  horses,  and  having 
wounded  the  captain  and  a  number  of  his  men  and  damaged  one  of  his 
pieces. 

As  our  men  advanced.  Captain  Darden  moved  his  battery  to  the  left 
and  engaged  the  enemy's  battery  on  the  left  of  the  small  thicket,  which 
finally  moved  back  from  its  position.  After  continuing  the  tire  for  a  time 
from  the  open  fields  upon  the  enemy  now  in  the  woods  beyond,  the 
Seventeenth  again  charged  and  gained  the  woods,  where  a  stubborn 
resistance  continued  to  be  offered  by  the  enemy,  who  took  shelter  be- 
hind trees  and  logs.  Still  the  Seventeenth  pushed  rapidly  forward, 
driving  the  enemy  until  its  left  was  exposed  to  an  enfilading  fire  from 
the  enemy,  who  occupied  a  fence  some  60  yards  to  the  left.  The  Twenty- 
third  Tennessee  Regiment,  in  conjunction  with  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
General  Liddell's  brigade,  now  approached  in  good  time,  and  gallantly 
relieved  the  Seventeenth  from  this  flank  fire,  enabling  it  to  pass  forward 
and  drive  the  euemy  from  the  woods. 

On  the  right  of  the  lane,  where  the  Twenty-fifth,  Forty-fourth,  and 
Thirty-seventh  Tennessee  Regiments  passed,  there  was  much  less  open 
ground  than  on  the  lett.  When  the  enemy  gave  way  in  the  field  on  the 
left  of  the  lane,  they  fell  rapidly  back  to  the  woods,  and  were  soon  driven 
from  this  cover ;  but  on  the  right  of  the  lane  my  right  wing  had  to  ad- 
vance much  more  slowly  against  artillery  and  infantry,  and  gradually 
drive  the  enemy  step  by  step,  without  the  aid  of  artillery,  through 
woods  almost  equal  in  extent  to  the  woods  and  open  ground  on  the  left. 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment  gained 
the  open  field  beyond  the  woods  and  advanced  to  the  woods  beyond  the 
Federal  hospital  before  my  right  had  got  through  the  woods  in  which 
this  protracted  struggle  took  place.  This  struggle  on  the  right  was 
maintained  by  our  troops  with  the  same  gallantry  and  persistency  as 
by  those  on  the  left,  though  that  struggle  presented  not  the  same  variety 
of  phases  in  the  former  as  in  the  latter.  A  battery  of  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery was  posted  in  the  corn-field  in  advance  of  the  woods  on  the  right 
of  the  lane.  This  battery  was  removed  before  our  troops  passed  put  of 
the  woods. 

The  first  serious  conflict  in  which  my  brigade  was  engaged  in  this 
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battle  may  be  considered  as  closing  here.  More  than  half  of  the  whole 
loss  of  this  brigade,  in  my  opinion,  occurred  in  this  conflict.  Without 
attempting  to  enumerate  the  loss  in  men,  it  is  known  that  in  killed  and 
wounded  the  Forty -fourth  lost  here  its  major,  8  oflScers,  and  its  color - 
bearer;  the  Seventeenth  lost  its  colonel,  adjutant,  and  12  company 
officers ;  the  Twenty-fifth  lost  its  colonel  and  6  company  officers ;  the 
Twenty-third  lost  2  officers ;  the  Thirty- seventh  lost  its  colone]  and  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. One  of  my  staff  was  also  wounded  by  a  shell.  The 
command  of  the  Seventeenth  devolved  on  Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Floyd,  and 
that  of  the  Twenty-fifth  on  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Davis,  after  the  colonels 
of  these  regiments  were  wounded,  which  was  early  in  this  fight.  Colo- 
nel [A.  S.J  Marks,  ^  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment,  advanced  within  sight 
of  the  battery,  afterward  taken  by  his  regiment,  and  exclaimed,  "Boys! 
do  you  see  that  battery  ?  It  is  ours,  is  it  not  V^  It  was,  however,  taken 
after  he  was  wounded. 

After  clearing  the  woods,  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  was  fired  on  by 
the  enemy  stationed  in  and  about  the  cotton-gin,  about  70  yards  in  front 
of  a  large  Federal  hospital.  One  piece  of  artillery  was  observed  just 
on  the  left  of  the  hospital  and  a  battery  of  four  guns  about  300  yards  to 
its  right.  This  battery  was  playing  on  the  woods  occupied  by  the  right 
of  the  brigade,  and  an  undulation  in  the  ground  served  to  conceal  from 
it  the  movements  of  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment,  while  that  regiment 
passed  some  50  yards  to  its  rear  and  about  150  yards  from  its  right. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy  in  and  about  the  cotton-gin  was  returned  by  the 
Seventeenth  Eegiment,  killing  and  wounding  several  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  conflict  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  until  the  regiment  had  passed 
the  hospital,  seven  companies  passing  to  the  right  of  the  hospital  and 
three  to  the  left.  The  enemy  was  now  observed  forming  at  a  distance 
of  several  hundred  yards  in  front.  The  battery  on  the  right  moved  off 
about  this  time,  leaving  behind  one  piece  of  artillery.  When  our  troops 
approached  the  hospital,  a  second  flag  was  raised,  and  a  man  came  out 
with  another,  a  Avhite  flag,  which  he  waved  with  much  energy.  A  large 
number  of  prisoners  had  been  passed  in  the  woods,  with  whom  our  men 
were  prohibited  from  leaving  the  field,  and  a  number  were  captured  with 
the  hospital.  The  Seventeenth  also  captured  here  two  wagons,  well 
loaded  with  ammunition  for  small  arms,  and  the  cannon  on  the  left  of 
the  hospital.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  lane  which  separated  my  right 
from  my  left  wing,  and  along  each  side  of  which  my  men  moved,  passed 
immediately  by  this  Federal  hospital.  The  line  of  march  to  this  hospital 
for  my  brigade  was  shorter  than  that  for  any  brigade  or  regiment  on  my 
left.  The  Fifth  Confederate  Eegiment,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  A.  Smith, 
of  Brig.  Gen.  L.  [E.]  Polk's  brigade,  was  the  first  command  to  reach  the 
hospital  after  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  Tennessee  Yolunteers.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiment  are  very  confident  that  this 
regiment  was  the  first  to  reach  and  pass  the  hospital.  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Floyd  remarks  that  "At  the  time  I  ordered  the  charge  into  the  woods 
in  front  of  the  hospital,  I  was  at  least  70  yards  in  advance  of  any  other 
troops  on  my  left ;  that  we  passed  through  the  woods  very  rapidly,  and 
certainly  had  less  space  to  pass  over  in  getting  there  than  any  troops  on 
our  left."  There  may  be  but  little  importance  attached  to  the  taking  of 
this  hospital,  and  but  little  honor  won  in  reaching  this  position  first,  but 
as  it  has  been  made  a  subject  of  some  conflict  in  opinion  between  hon- 
orable men,  honestly  differing  in  their  opinion,  it  is  but  proper  that  the 
facts  in  the  case  should  be  determined.  The  only  interest  which  the 
undersigned  can  have  in  the  matter  arises  from  an  honest  wish  to  have 
justice  done  to  those  who  have  a.  right  to  expect  it  at  hie  hands,  while 
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he  trusts  and  believes  they  would  scorn  to  appropriate  aught  that  was 
not  their  due.* 

Of  Lieutenant-Colonel  [W.  W.]  Floyd  it  is  just  to  say  that  on  this 
j&eld  of  battle  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  ^ood,  faithful,  energetic,  and 
gallant  officer.  His  cool  judgment  and  courage,  and  tiie  steadiness  with 
which  he  stood  to  his  post  in  every  position  of  his  command,  have  not, 
perhaps,  been  excelled  by  any  officer  on  the  field  at  Murfreesborough. 

In  the  woods  behind  the  hospital  I  reformed  the  brigade  in  line  of 
battle,  and  obtained  a  new  supply  of  cartridges,  the  Seventeenth  having 
supplied  itself  mainly  from  the  wagons  it  captured.  Captain  Darden's 
battery  also  came  up  here  and  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade. 

About  this  time,  finding  Brigadier-General  Wood  falling  back  from 
an  advanced  position  on  our  right,  I  learned  from  him  upon  inquiry  that 
the  enemy  had  a  heavy  battery  in  his  front,  which  was  doing  much 
damage.  Under  iDStructions  from  Major-General  Cleburne,  I  sent  for- 
ward a  company  of  sharpshooters,  under  command  of  Captain  [F.  B.J 
Terry,  of  the  Seventeenth,  with  instructions  to  take  off  the  men  ana 
horses  of  the  battery.  At  the  same  time  Captain  Darden's  battery,  by 
direction  of  Major  Hotchkiss,  moved  to  the  right  of  my  brigade  and  into 
the  woods  in  advance  of  Brigadier- General  Wood's  brigade,  and  opened 
fire  on  the  advancing  enemy,  driving  them  back.  Captain  Darden  re- 
ports that  he  then  moved  his  battery  to  the  right  into  a  field,  in  which 
there  was  a  hospital,  about  300  yards  from  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  two  guns  of,  he  thinks.  Captain  [J.  T.]  Humphreys' bat- 
tery, engaged  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  hotly  contested  fight, 
silenced  four  of  his  guns. 

In  the  mean  time  Captain  Terry  advanced,  with  his  company  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  and,  passing  to  the  left  of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  approached 
the  garden  fence  of  the  hospital  to  our  right  and  front  on  the  north  side 
of  the  Wilkinson  pike,  driving  from  that  fence  the  enemy's  skirmishers, 
who  took  position  in  the  edge  of  a  cedar  thicket,  to  which  a  heavy  force 
of  the  enemy's  infantry  now  advanced,  when  Captain  Terry  withdrew  his 
men  and  joined  his  regiment,  now  in  motion. 

In  the  mean  time  I  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Cleburne  to  move 
roy  brigade  by  the  left  flank  across  a  corn-field  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Wilkinson  pike.  On  passing  all  but  the  right  regiment  of  my  brigade 
into  the  woods  beyond  the  corn-field,  I  was  directed  to  move  to  the  front 
in  support  of  Brigadier-General  Polk's  brigade.  We  descended  the  slope 
of  a  hill  and  entered  the  cedars,  on  a  rocky  acclivity  some  200  yards  to 
the  left  of  the  position  to  which  Captain  Terry  had  driven  the  enemy's 
skirmishers.  My  men  here  opened  fire,  when  I  directed  them  to  desist, 
believing  that  our  friends  were  in  front  of  our  line.  Riding  now  in  ad- 
vance of  the  right  of  our  line,  the  enemy's  fire  was  unexpectedly  drawn. 
After  a  few  rounds  it  was  found  that  a  heavy  force  was  flanking  our  right, 
where  we  were  unsupported.  I  consequently  moved  my  command  to  the 
rear  in  good  order.  The  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  Regiment  reports  21 
prisoners  captured  here.  Major  McReynolds,  the  last  field  officer  on  duty 
with  the  Thirty  seventh,  was  here  mortally  wounded,  and  Captain  Jar- 
nagin  assumed  command  of  the  regiment.    In  our  rear  there  was  drawn 

*  Note  on  Original. — In  regard  to  the  Federal  hospital  in  controversy,  it  is  hoped 
it  may  be  found  that  while  this  brigade  captured  the  one  known  as  the  Jenkins  house, 
the  other  brigade  captured  that  known  as  the  Widow  Smith's  house. 

The  following  officers  are  known  to  be  prisoners  in  Nashville  :  Mai.  J.  C.  Davis, 
Captain  [William  J  Clarke,  Captain  [G.  W.J  O'Neal,  SecondLieutenantfM.W.]  Black, 
First  Lieutenant  [H.  M.]  Kinsey,  Lieutenant  [M.  P.]  Marbury  (not  known),  Seven 
teenth  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers. 
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up  a  line  of  several  regiments,  some  of  which,  at  least,  belonged  to  some 
other  corps. 

An  order  now  came  to  me  from  General  Cleburne  to  move  my  brigade 
to  support  General  Liddell.  After  marching  some  400  yards  by  the  left 
flank,  we  moved  to  our  front  and  passed  north  through  a  long  wood  lot 
projecting  into  open  fields.  Having  received  a  message  from  General 
Liddell,  through  Colonel  Kelly,  who  was  wounded,  to  the  effect  that  the 
aid  of  my  brigade  would  rout  the  enemy,  we  came  up  with  General  Lid- 
dell's  brigade  on  an  ascent  beyond  the  edge  of  the  woods.  General  Lid- 
dell's  command  now  yielded  the  ground  to  my  men,  and  reformed  under 
the  brow  of  a  small  hill,  to  the  top  of  which  my  command  ascended. 

Before  us  was  now  an  open  field,  declining  in  front.  At  the  foot  of  the 
declivity,  at  the  distance  of  about  400  yards,  was  a  battery,  strongly  sup- 
ported by  infantry.  My  command  steadily  advanced,  fighting  under  fire 
from  the  battery  and  infantry.  The  battery  was  soon  silenced,  and  our 
men  advanced  in  double-quick  time  to  a  position  behind  a  fence  and  a 
ledge  of  rocks.  In  front,  about  80  yards,  was  a  cedar  glade,  in  the  edge 
of  which  the  enemy  were  now  seen  lying  close  together  along  a  ledge 
of  rocks.  Under  cover  of  the  fence  and  rocks  our  men  took  deliberate 
aim  and  poured  upon  the  enemy  a  destructive  fire,  which  was  returned 
with  St>irit.  The  conflict  lasted  some  twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy 
arose  to  retire.  At  this  moment  a  volley  was  discharged  upon  them  with 
remarkable  effect,  and  our  men  rapidly  adv^anced  to  the  cedars,  capturing 
the  fine  battery  of  Parrott  guns  against  which  they  had  been  fighting, 
and  which  was  now  in  position  on  the  adjacent  flanks  of  the  Twenty- 
third  and  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiments.  The  men  of  my  brigade 
then  took  shelter  behind  the  ledge  of  rocks  at  the  edge  of  the  glade, 
and  were  well  covered  from  the  enemy's  fire.  All  concur  in  representing 
the  number  of  dead  and  wounded  in  the  edge  of  the  cedars  as  very  large. 
Many  were  lying  side  by  side  along  the  ledge  in  the  position  they  as- 
sumed to  await  our  approach,  while  others  had  fallen  as  they  turned  to 
retreat. 

The  fire  was  still  being  kept  up  on  the  part  of  our  troops,  when  it  was 
observed  that  the  troops  on  our  right,  bearing  colors  with  blue  ground 
and  red  cross,  were  falling  back,  and  it  was  reported  that  our  right  was 
flanked  by  a  heavy  force.  A  precipitate  retreat  immediately  followed. 
My  brigade  having  a  strong  position,  held  to  it  with  tenacity,  and  abau- 
doned  it  with  reluctance,  after  a  delay  that  led  to  considerable  loss.  Here 
[Captain  [N.  E.]  Allen,  of  the  Twenty-third,  who  was  distinguished  for 
'his  valor  and  coolness,  fell,  mortally  wounded.  Captain  [F.  M.]  Orr,  of 
the  Seventeenth,  was  killed  in  the  advance.  The  Forty-fourth  lost  2  offi- 
cers ',  the  Twenty-fifth,  2  lieutenants,  the  color- bearer  and  colors.  Maj. 
J.  C.  Davis,  of  the  Seventeenth,  with  other  officers  and  men,  were  here 
captured. 

The  retreat  was  made  without  order.  The  lines  were  broken  and  men 
of  different  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions  were  scattered  all  over  the 
fields.  The  movement  was  to  me  totally  unexpected,  and  I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  there  existed  a  cause  commensurate  with  the  demoralization 
that  ensued.  At  the  moment  in  which  I  felt  the  utmost  confidence  in 
the  success  of  our  arms  I  was  almost  run  over  by  our  retreating  troops. 
I  contended  with  the  tide  step  by  step,  but  made  no  impression  on  the 
retreating  columns  until  they  had  gained  the  woods,  when,  by  calling  on 
a  number  of  color-bearers,  1  succeeded  in  planting  the  colors  of  several 
regiments,  and  the  men  then  assembled  upon  them  with  ranks  much 
thinned.  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  whole  ultimate  fortunes  of  the 
field  were  ~08t  by  this  backward  movement.    Our  men  were  in  sight  of 
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the  Nashville  pike  j  some  have  said  they  were  on  it.  The  enemy's  right 
was  doubled  back  upon  their  center.  Had  we  held  this  position  the  line 
of  conmiunication  of  the  enemy  would  have  been  cut.  We  could  have 
flanked  them  and  enfiladed  their  whole  line,  which  was  no  doubt  in  dis- 
order. It  was  unfortunate  that  our  artillery  was  not  promptly  moved 
forward  to  support  us.  My  battery  was  at  this  time  in  position,  by  order 
of  General  Hardee.  I  do  not  think  that  our  artillery  was  sufficiently 
used  on  our  left.  General  LiddelFs  battery  arrived  on  the  ground,  and 
he  proceeded  to  put  it  in  position  for  the  work  to  be  done,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  time  to  open  before  the  retreat  commenced.  Had  we  received 
re-enforcements  we  might  have  returned  and  regained  the  ground.  But 
very  soon  the  enemy  planted  a  formidable  battery  on  an  eminence  near 
the  railroad,  sweeping  all  the  open  fields  and  commanding  even  the  woods 
in  which  our  lines  were  formed.  The  enemy's  infantry  was  also  brought 
forward  and  posted  in  great  strength,  so  as  to  be  protected  by  the  side 
slopes  of  the  railroad  and  pike,  and  the  trees  and  rocks  in  the  cedar 
glade.  It  would  then  have  been  very  hazardous  to  assail  them  with  any 
•force  by  our  former  approach.  These  facts  I  promptly  communicated 
to  Major  [Calhoun]  Benham,  of  General  Cleburne's  staff.  We  now  threw 
forward  our  skirmishers  to  the  fields,  and  prepared  to  hold  our  position. 
Allowing  for  the  ground  we  had  lost,  we  had  driven  the  enemy  back  2 
miles,  and  now  held  our  position  from  3  o'clock  on  Wednesday  afternoon 
until  10  o'clock  on  Friday  night.  Between  the  two  armies  and  beyond 
the  available  reach  of  either,  the  ground  was  strewn  with  the  dead  and 
wounded,  and  with  their  arms  and  accou torments.  During  Wednesday 
night  the  enemy's  army  seemed  to  be  busy  with  rapid  movements  of 
troops,  wagons,  and  artillery.  The  very  commands  of  the  officers  could 
be  distinguished,  and  the  rumbling  of  wagons  seemed  to  commence  on 
their  leit  and  die  away  in  the  distance  beyond  their  right.  Toward  the 
dawn  of  day  I  felt  confident  that  we  could  distinguish  the  peculiar  noise 
of  artillery  moving  away,  and,  concluding  that  the  enemy  were  in  full 
retreat,  I  stated  this  impression  in  a  note  to  General  Cleburne,  with  the 
suggestion  that  our  forces  should  be  pressed  forward. 

The  ground  in  front  of  our  pickets  was  mainly  occupied  by  the  enemy's 
wounded  and  dead,  and  the  groans  of  the  former  were  appealing  for  re- 
lief throughout  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  I  took  with  me  a  num- 
ber of  men  of  the  infirmary  corps  of  my  brigade,  and  went  out  on  the 
field  to  carry  off'  the  wounded.  A  fire  had  been  built  for  a  number  of 
them  by  our  pickets,  but  others  had  passed  the  night  in  the  cold.  We 
had  moved  but  few  of  them,  when  the  enemy's  pickets  fired  on  us,  and 
one  of  their  balls  struck  a  wounded  Federal  borne  on  the  shoulders  of 
our  men.  Again,  later  in  the  day,  when  one  of  our  men,  yielding  to 
natural  sympathy  excited  by  the  continued  cries  of  suff'ering  humanity, 
crawled  to  a  wounded  Federal,  and  was  endeavoring  to  place  him  in  a 
comfortable  position,  the  enemy's  pickets  shot  the  good  Samaritan, 
wounding  him  in  the  arm. 

During  the  night  of  December  31,  and  day  and  night  of  January  1, 
and  until  10  p.  m.  of  the  2d,  we  remained  inactive  in  our  position  in  the 
woods,  occasionally  shelled  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  aroused  by  the 
firing  of  our  skirmishers  in  front.  I  suggested  and  urged  the  planting 
of  a  heavy  battery  to  my  left  and  front,  but  my  suggestions  seemed  not 
to  be  approved  either  by  artillery  officers  or  my  seniors.  My  own  con- 
victions still  approve  this  suggestion,  convinced,  as  I  am,  that  on  the 
field  of  battle  there  should  be  no  repose,  and  that  energetic,  judicious, 
persistent  action  affords  the  only  reliable  means  of  success.  Had  this 
battery  been  planted  it  would  have  proved  a  very  great  diversion  in  favor 
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of  our  attackiDo  force  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  January  2,  as  a  concen- 
trated fire  could  have  been  thrown  upon  the  enemy's  battery  at,  perhaps, 
a  shorter  distance  than  from  any  other  battery  in  our  lines,  and  we  would 
then  have  had  a  cross-fire  upon  the  enemy's  strongest  position. 

On  Friday  evening  I  sent  out,  by  request  of  Major-General  Cleburne, 
a  party  of  men  to  bring  in  the  guns  lying  near  our  skirmishers  in  front, 
and  succeed'ed  in  bringing  in  a  number,  which  were  carried  from  the 
field  by  the  ordnance  officer  of  the  brigade,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Lake.  My  men 
also  armed  themselves  very  generally  with  loug-range  guns,  by  exchange. 

At  10  p.  m.  on  Friday,  January  2,  we  were  withdrawn  from  the  left 
wing  of  our  army,  and  placed  in  support  of  Major-General  Breckinridge's 
division,  on  the  extreme  right.  Here  we  remained  in  a  heavy  rain  until 
11  p.  m.  on  Saturday,  January  3,  w^hen  our  retreat  commenced,  and  con- 
tinued through  the  very  inclement  weather  of  the  night.  After  dark  on 
the  evening  of  the  4th  we  halted,  and  rested  until  8  a.  m.  on  January  5, 
within  6J  miles  of  Manchester,  a  number  of  my  men  having  fallen  behind 
from  weariness  and  other  causes. 

In  the  progress  of  this  report  the  conduct  of  men  and  officers  of  the 
brigade  has  been  indicated  with  some  particularity.  I  regret  to  state 
that,  especially  after  our  first  serious  conflict,  a  number  of  men  fell 
behind  the  command. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  [E.  H.]  Keeble,  of  the  Twenty-third  Eeginient 
Tennessee  Volunteers,  is  especially  worthy  of  notice  for  his  steady 
courage  and  the  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  men,  and,  with  the 
aid  of  good  company  officers,  kept  them  together  through  all  the  move- 
ments of  the  day  of  battle. 

Col.  John  S.  Fulton  and  Lieut.  Col.  John  L.  McEwen,  jr.,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth,  bore  themselves  gallantly,  pressing  forward,  and  encouraging 
their  men  in  all  the  dangers  of  the  field. 

Out  of  fifteen  field  officers,  twelve  were  present  on  the  field  of  battle, 
and  but  one  of  them  escaped  untouched  in  person  or  clothes.  The  For- 
ty-fourth [Regiment]  took  into  action  28  officers  and  lost  19  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing ;  the  Seventeenth  [Regiment]  took  into  action 
41  officers,  and  lost  21  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  the  Twenty-fifth 
[Regiment]  took  into  action  37  officers,  and  lost  12  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing;  the  Twenty  third  [Regiment]  took  into  action  23  officers,  and 
•lost  4  killed,  wounded,  and  miseing;  the  Thirty- seventh  took  into  action 
[25  officers,  and  lost  6  killed,  wounded,  and  missing;  general  and  staff 
[took  into  action  6  officers,  and  lost  2  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

The  following  are  the  casualties  which  occurred,  as  determined  by 
jomparison  of  surgeons'  and  regimental  reports: 
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I  cannot  close  my  report  without  special  notice  of  Capt.  Pat.  Darden 
and  the  battery  under  his  command.   The  ability  and  zeal  of  the  oil5  36ra 
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and  men  as  exhibited  in  the  management  of  the  batteiy,  and  in  the 
efficiency  and  precision  of  its  fire  on  this  field  of  battle,  ranks  it,  in 
my  opinion,  among  the  best  batteries  with  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

My  staff  served  faithfully  and  creditably  in  this  action.  Capt.  E.  B. 
Snowden,  assistant  adjutant-general,  was  twice  struck,  and  had  his  horse 
disabled,  and  remained  actively  employed  on  the  field  with  the  command. 
Capt.  William  T.  Blakemore,  aide-de  camp,  was  with  me  everywhere  on 
the  field,  and  rendered  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  Capt.  John 
Overton,  volunteer  aide,  was  wounded,  and  Capt.  Jo.  H.  Yanleer,  also 
volunteer  aide,  after  having  his  horse  disabled,  fought  in  ranks,  with  a 
rifle.  Lieut.  George  H.  Smith,  of  the  regular  army,  and  my  brigade  in- 
spector, was  wounded  before  he  reported  to  me  on  the  field. 

A  rough  map,  exhibiting  the  movements  of  my  brigade  and  battery 
in  the  battle  before  Murfreesborough,  is  herewith  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding, 
Capt.  Irving  A.  Buck, 

Assistant  Adjutant- QeneraL 


No.  265. 

Report  of  Lieut.  James  B.  Lake, ,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer, 

Hdqrs.  Ordnance  Department,  Johnson's  Brigade, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  January  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  that,  while  on  the  battle-field  near 
Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  December  31, 1862, 1  collected  and  turned  over 
to  ordnance  department  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  guns,  consisting 
in  Enfield  rifles,  minie  and  percussion  mnskets.  I  also  took  from  the 
field  one  four-horse  wagon  complete,  with  fifteen  boxes  Enfield  car- 
tridges, which  wagon  I  now  have  in  my  train. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAS.  B.  lake, 
First  Lieut,  and  Chief  of  Ordnance,  General  Johnson^s  Brigade, 

Capt.  E.  B.  Snowden, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  266. 
Reports  of  Lieut  Col,  Watt  W.  Floyd,  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

TuLLAnoMA,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1863. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  — ,  I  submit  a  brief 
report  of  the  part  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiment  took  in  the 
battle  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  on  December  31,  1862. 

The  regiment  was  led  into  the  action  by  the  gallant  Colonel  Marks. 
When  you  had  put  the  brigade  in  position  to  move  against  the  enemy's 
lines,  the  Seventeenth  occupied  a  position  in  a  bottom,  where  a  battery 
had  been  captured  a  few  minutes  before  by  General  McCown's  command. 
Upon  being  ordered  forward,  the  regiment  advanced  up  a  gentle  slope 
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to  a  fence  on  the  crest  of  the  hill.  Here  our  skirmishers  weie  first  fired 
upon^  and  we  discovered  a  heavy  force  supporting  a  battery  in  a  corn- 
field immediately  in  front  of  our  lines.  The  regiment  moved  up  in  fine 
style  to  within  150  yards  of  the  battery,  under  a  galling  fire  from  the 
artillery  and  infantry.  We  halted  and  engaged  them  for  some  length 
of  time  to  great  effect.  Colonel  Marks  was  wounded  here  at  the  first 
fire,  and  the  command  then  devolved  upon  me.  The  enemy^s  line  finally 
gave  way,  and  the  order  was  given  to  charge.  Never  did  soldiers  obey 
an  order  with  more  alacrity.  We  captured  the  battery  (four  pieces), 
and  drove  the  enemy  back  to  the  edge  of  a  thick  woodland.  After  pass- 
ing the  battery,  we  halted  and  engaged  the  enemy  a  second  time,  soon 
starting  him  back  again.  I  ordered  a  second  charge,  which  was  well 
executed  under  a  heavy  fire.  On  gaining  the  fence  from  which  we  had 
just  driven  the  enemy,  I  reformed  the  regiment.  Here  the  enemy  made 
a  very  stubborn  stand,  taking  shelter  behind  the  trees  and  logs  j  here 
my  left  suffered  severely  from  an  enfilading  fire.  The  enemy's  line  had 
not  given  way  on  my  left.  He  occupied  the  opposite  side  of  the  fence 
from  me,  not  exceeding  60  yards  from  me.  Colonel  Keeble,  with  his 
noble  little  band,  came  soon  to  our  relief,  with  General  Liddell  on  his 
left.  I  discovered  that  the  right  wing  of  the  brigade  was  still  held  in 
check  some  distance  in  our  rear  by  the  enemy,  strongly  posted  in  a  wood 
in  front  of  itj  but  my  men  were  so  anxious  to  go  forward  that  I  ordered 
them  to  clear  the  wood  in  front.  So  soon  as  I  saw  the  enemy's  line 
break  to  my  left,  we  kept  up  a  running  and  a  very  destructive  fire 
through  the  wood,  which  was,  perhaps,  some  300  yards. 

On  emerging  from  the  woods,  I  discovered  a  Federal  hospital  imme- 
diately in  front,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  just  at  the  left  of  it,  which 
was  silent,  and  a  battery  of  four  pieces  about  300  yards  to  the  right. 
The  regiment  at  this  point  made  a  half-wheel  to  the  right,  seven  com- 
panies passing  to  the  right  and  three  companies  to  the  left  of  the  hos- 
pital. The  battery  that  was  on  my  right  was  playing  on  the  right  of 
the  brigade,  and  seemed  not  to  discover  us.  On  passing  the  hospital 
and  clearing  the  fences,  I  discovered  the  enemy  in  force  forming  about 
300  yards  in  front  of  me.  I  ordered  a  halt  and  reformed  the  regiment, 
having  passed  some  50  yards  to  the  rear  of  the  battery  that  was  on  my 
right,  and  not  more  than  150  yards  distant,  but  a  slight  elevation  of 
ground  concealed  it  from  me.  It  silenced,  though,  about  this  time,  and 
moved  off*  to  my  right,  leaving  behind  one  piece,  There  we  captured  2 
wagons,  well  loaded  with  ammunition  for  small-arms,  and  8  mules.  At 
the  hospital  we  captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  besides  quite  a 
number  in  the  woods,  alluded  to  heretofore  ;  I  think  in  all  not  less  than 
200  unhurt  (my  officers  think  more),  besides  killing  and  wounding  a 
great  number.  Many  of  the  wounded  had  already  been  collected  at  the 
hospital  for  treatment. 

My  regiment  was  fired  upon  after  clearing  the  woods  by  a  party  of 
Federals  posted  in  a  cotton-gin  about  70  yards  in  front  of  the  hospital, 
and  my  men  returned  the  fire,  killing  several  of  them.  The  enemy  con- 
tinued to  fire  upon  our  line,  particularly  the  left  wing,  until  we  had 
passed  the  hospital.  I  feel  very  certain  that  my  regiment  was  first  at 
this  hospital.  At  the  time  I  ordered  the  charge  into  the  woods  in  front 
of  it,  I  was  at  least  75  yards  in  advance  of  any  troops  on  my  left.  We 
passed  through  the  woods  very  rapidly,  and  we  certainly  had  less  space 
to  pass  over  in  getting  there  than  any  regiment  on  our  left.  After  pass- 
ing the  hospital  and  reforming  the  regiment,  we  occupied  a  position 
nearly  out  of  sight  of  it.  I  found  upon  examination  at  this  point  that 
our  stock  of  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted.     We  replenished  from 
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the  captured  wagons  by  nsing  all  that  would  fit  our  guns.  We  remained 
here  full  half  an  hour  before  any  support  came  up,  Colonel  Keeble  com- 
ing first  of  your  brigade.  After  you  reformed  the  brigade  at  this  point 
to  make  a  second  advance  in  line,  my  regiment  had  but  little  to  do  with 
the  enemy  until  after  12  o'clock,  except  Captain  [F.  B,]  Terry^s  com- 
pany, which  was  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  near  the  Federal  hos- 
pital, north  of  the  Franklin  pike.  Here  Captain  Terry  drove  back  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters,  killing  several  and  having  several  of  his  own 
men  wounded. 

The  next  thing  worthy  of  note  was  when  you  brought  up  your  brigade 
to  support  General  Liddell.  In  that  action  my  regiment  came  up  with, 
I  think,  the  Second  Arkansas  Regiment  in  a  wood  lot.  That  regiment 
was  driving  the  enemy  slowly,  but  surely,  before  it.  On  reaching  the 
fence  on  the  north  side  of  the  lot,  this  regiment  faced  about  and  retired 
til  rough  my  lines.  I  immediately  gave  the  command  forward,  and  nobly 
and  gallantly  did  the  boys  clear  the  fence.  This  brought  us  into  an 
open  field  in  plain  view  of  a  fine  battery  of  the  enemy's  guns,  down  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill  (we  occupied  the  top),  distant  about  500  yards.  This 
battery  was  supported  by  a  heavy  line  of  infantry.  The  retreating  force 
that  Liddell  had  been  driving  made  one  stand  against  us  before  reach- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  hill  and  did  us  serious  damage.  I  halted  the  regi- 
ment about  half  way  down  the  hill,  and  gave  the  enemy  a  few  rounds. 
Meanwhile  his  battery  was  playing  heavily  upon  us,  but  the  well-directed 
fire  of  our  boys  soon  drove  the  gunners  from  their  pieces  and  stopped 
the  trouble  from  that  quarter.  Scarcely  had  I  given  the  command  '^  for- 
ward" before  I  perceived  the  boys  going  at  a  double-quick  for  the  bottom 
of  the  hill. 

In  this  charge  I  lost  Captain  Orr,  killed,  and  several  others  wounded. 
On  reaching  the  foot  of  the  hill,  I  halted  the  regiment,  discovering  a  fine 
position  behind  a  fence  in  some  sinks  or  basins,  bordered  by  rocks,  &c. 
The  men  i)romptly  took  advantage  of  these  things,  and  commenced  i)our- 
ing  a  deadly  fire  into  their  ranks  as  they  were  lying  in  the  edge  of  a  cedar 
glade.  The  distance  between  our  lines  ranged  from  75  to  100  yards,  or 
less.  Here  my  boys  commenced  the  work  of  destruction  in  good  earnest. 
Never  have  I  seen  such  cool,  deliberate  aim  taken  in  battle.  The  enemy 
stood  the  fire  well,  and  returned  it  briskly,  but  with  little  efi'ect.  The 
engagement  at  this  point  lasted  some  thirty  minutes,  when  the  enemy 
arose  to  retreat,  but  a  deadly  volley  from  our  boys  prevented  most  of 
them  from  escaping.  Another  '^  forward,"  and  the  boys  soon  occupied 
the  ground  the  Yankees  had  just  left. 

In  this  charge  we  gained  full  possession  of  the  fine  battery  that  had 
annoyed  us  so  but  a  short  time  before.  My  men  took  a  position  behind 
a  ledge  of  rocks  that  bordered  the  cedar  glade,  which  afforded  a  fine 
shelter  from  the  enemy's  bullets.  Along  the  edge  of  the  cedar  glade 
was  the  greatest  destruction  of  Yankees  I  have  seen  on  any  battle  field. 
I  do  not  claim  for  my  regiment  full  credit  for  taking  the  battery  cap- 
tured at  this  i)oint.  Colonel  Keeble  did  some  effective  work  here,  al- 
though the  battery  was  ox)posite  the  left  wing  of  my  battalion.  The 
position  I  occupied  at  this  point  I  considered  a  very  safe  one,  belie\  Ing 
that  we  could  hold  it  against  any  reasonable  force  with  but  little  cost ; 
but  after  remaining  there  for  some  time,  I  was  notified  that  the  right 
was  rapidly  giving  way.  On  looking  in  that  direction,  I  saw  the  bri- 
gade on  the  right  of  yours  had  fallen  back  considerably,  and  that  the 
right  wing  of  your  brigade  was  falling  back  also.  I  turned  to  the  left, 
and  found  it  giving  back,  too.  I  immediately  ordered  my  command  to 
fall  back  to  the  fence,  which  they  did  in  good  order,  many  of  them 
taking  the  position  again  from  which  they  had  done  such  noble  work  a 
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little  while  before,  and  commenced  firing.  But  no  one  seemed  disposed 
to  stop  and  support  me,  and  I  ordered  my  men  to  fall  back  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  But  by  this  time  the  enemy  had  got  so  near  that  I  knew 
my  men  would  suffer  severely,  having  to  fall  back  through  an  open  field 
for  some  500  yards  before  getting  out  of  danger,  and  that  up  hill.  The 
men  were  nearly  exhausted  from  six  or  seven  hours'  hard  fighting  and 
maneuvering. 

I  herewith  submit  a  list*  of  casualties ;  the  list  of  missing,  I  am  sure, 
not  large  enough  by  one-half  to  cover  the  real  loss. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  the  officers  and  men  who  fought 
under  my  command  on  that  memorable  day.  The  officers  all  did  their 
duty  nobly ;  the  men  gallantly,  bravely,  effectively. 

I  cannot  close  this  already  too  tedious  report  without  making  special 
mention  of  our  color-bearer,  W.  T.  Jones,  who  was  lost  on  the  last  field. 
He  carried  the  colors  well  to  the  front  through  every  engagement  and 
every  charge.  A  braver,  better  soldier  never  went  forth  to  battle,  or 
offered  up  his  life  a  sacrifice  to  the  cause-of  justice  than  W.  T.  Jones. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

WATT  W.  FLOYD, 
Lieutenant  Colonel^  Comdg,  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiment, 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  Johnson. 

TULLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  March  18,  1863. 

General  :  I  submit  some  additional  facts  in  regard  to  the  hospital 
that  1  claimed  in  my  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough  as  having 
been  captiired  by  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiment. 

If  any  Confederate  troops  reached  that  hospital  before  the  Seven- 
teenth Tennessee  Eegiment,  I  cannot  understand  when  or  how  they  got 
in  advance  of  us.  When  we  started  into  the  last  skirt  of  woods,  which 
lies  south,  or,  rather,  west  of  south,  from  the  hospital,  the  enemy  on  our 
left  were  nearly  on  the  same  line  with  my  regiment  and  enfiladed  our 
line.  General  Liddell  was  some  distance  to  the  left  and  rear  of  my 
regiment.  Colonel  Keeble,  whose  regiment  was  on  the  left  of  our  bri- 
gade, says  that  about  this  time  General  LiddelPs  brigade  had  separated 
from  him  some  distance,  and  seemed  to  be  moving  still  farther  to  the 
left.  I  ordered  the  *^ forward''  here  as  soon  as  the  enemy  gave  way  on 
my  left,  as  stated  in  my  report.  I  know  that  my  regiment  at  this  point 
was  in  advance  of  any  other  portion  of  our  line  that  was  in  sight  of  me. 
Every  officer  in  my  regiment  who  went  through  the  fight  will  corrobo- 
rate this,  as  well  as  any  other  statement  I  shall  make. 

On  entering  the  woods  above  mentioned,  my  line  was  perpendicular 
to  the  lane  which  passes  to  the  left  and  near  by  the  hospital.  Had  my 
regiment  continued  to  march  straight  forward  it  would  have  passed  to 
the  left  of  the  hospital,  but  just  before  leaving  the  woods  the  regiment 
made  a  half- wheel  to  the  right.  Now,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  it 
was  impossible  for  G  eneral  Liddell's  brigade  (or  any  i)art  of  it)  to  start 
on  my  left  and  rear,  as  it  did,  separated  from  me,  as  it  was,  by  more 
than  the  length  of  Colonel  Keeble's  regiment,  and  enter  the  woods  west 
of  south  from  the  hospital,  make  the  circuit  on  the  large  exterior  curve, 
which  it  must  have  done  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  yet  reach  the  hos- 
pital by  this  lengthened  route  before  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegi- 
ment did,  moving,  as  it  did,  on  the  interior  curve  rapidly  and  without 
halting.  After  passing  from  the  woods  west  of  south  from  the  hospital, 
the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  was  fired  on  by  the  Yankees  from  both  sides 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  680. 
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of  the  old  gin-house  and  the  hospital,  and  this  regiment  continued  to 
return  a  brisk  fire  until  a  white  flag  was  violently  waved  by  a  Yankee 
advancing  from  the  hospital.  The  firing  pretty  well  ceased  in. the  reg- 
iment after  this  white  flag  was  exhibited,  and  two  companies  (Captains 
[T.  H.]  Watterson's  and  [G.  W.]  McDonald's)  passed  through  the  yard 
of  the  hospital  and  on  both  sides  of  it,  and  Captain  [U.  C]  Harrison's 
company  ijassed  entirely  on  the  left  of  the  yard.  When  the  regiment 
reached  the  hospital,  a  brisk  fire  was  again  opened  upon  some  Yankees 
who  were  running  toward  the  Wilkinson  pike,  but  particulaily  on  some 
Yankees  who  were  trying  to  get  off  some  ammunition  wagons  which  the 
Seventeenth  Eegimeut  captured,  and  from  which  the  men  of  that  regi- 
ment filled  their  boxes.  Captains  Watterson's  and  McDonald's  com- 
panies fired  from  the  yard  fence  in  rear  of  the  hospital  upon  the  Yankees 
retreating  toward  the  pike.  After  we  had  entered  the  woods  beyond  the 
hospital,  we  halted  and  the  regiment  was  reformed.  After  we  had  been 
reformed  about  twenty  minutes,  a  Federal  officer  came  galloping  up 
from  our  left,  apparently  thinking  we  were  Yankees,  and  we  captured 
him  and  his  horse.  The  capture  was  made  by  Lieutenant  [M.  W.]  Black, 
of  Company  E,  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiment.  The  enemy  were 
now  in  full  view  near  the  Wilkinson  pike. 

Now,  it  is  proposed  to  deny,  in  the  face  of  the  men  and  officers  of  the 
Seventeenth  [Eegiment]  who  were  engaged,  that  any  such  a  conflict  as 
dei^cribed  occurred  at  the  point  indicated.  It  is  claimed  that  the  Sec- 
ond Arkansas  Eegiment  was  the  first  to  reach  this  hospital,  and  that 
there  was  no  fighting  about  the  hospital  afterward.  Private  Elder,  of  the 
Second  Arkansas  Eegiment  Infantry,  left  to  guard  the  hospital  hj  Gen- 
eral Liddell,  states  that,  with  Private  Faidley,  he  took  possession  of  the 
hospital,  which  he  understood  was  the  residence  of  a  Mr.  Griscom,  and 
that  he  did  not  see  General  Johnson's  brigade  until  some  time  after  he 
had  been  stationed  there,  when  General  Liddell's  brigade  had  passed  to 
the  front,  and  that  there  was  no  fighting  at  or  about  the  hospital  at  that 
time.  Private  Faidley,  of  Company  D,  Second  Arkansas  Eegiment,  says 
he  saw  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Eegiment,  General  Johnson's  bri- 
gade, come  up  within  75  yards  of  the  hospital  about  fifteen  minutes  after 
General  Liddell's  brigade  passed.  Thus  it  is  proved  that  the  Seven- 
teenth Eegiment  had  no  coiiflict  at  the  hospital,  and  that  it  reached  the 
hospital  after  General  Liddell's  brigade  had  passed.  Tins,  I  must  be 
I)ermitted  to  say,  proves  too  much.  No  combinations  of  proof  can  dem- 
onstrate to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  that  they 
did  not  have  a  fight  in  and  about  the  yard  of  the  hocspital. 

The  simple  explanation  of  all  this,  and  the  fact  that  the  Second  Ar- 
kansas Eegiment  had  men  wounded  and  killed  near  the  hospital,  is  to 
me  plainly  as  follows :  The  Seventeenth  Eegiment,  after  passing  the 
hospital,  entered  the  woods  beyond,  obliquing  considerably  to  the  right, 
and  the  regiment  was  here  reformed,  with  the  left  resting  about  75  or 
100  yards  to  the  right  of  and  beyond  the  hospital.  In  this  position,  and 
after  the  regiment  had  passed  the  hospital,  the  half  of  the  right  com- 
pany of  the  Second  Arkansas  Eegiment  might,  perhaps,  have  passed  to 
the  right  of  the  hospital  without  touching  or  seeing  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  Eegiment.  The  enemy  were  still  in  the  woods,  and  might 
have  wounded  and  killed  men  of  the  Second  Arkansas  Eegiment  by 
firing  from  the  left,  and,  perhaps,  the  front  of  the  hospital.  By  no  otlier 
method  can  it  be  explained  how  Privates  Elder  and  Faidley  failed  to 
witness  the  conflict  which  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  had  at  the  hospi- 
tal. The  regiment  which  these  men  saw  approach  was  the  Twenty- 
third  Regiment,  or,  perhaps,  some  other  regiment  of  our  brigade,  which 
came  up  over  half  an  hour  after  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  passed  the 
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hospital.  And  I  quite  agree  with  Private  Elder,  of  the  Second  Arkan- 
sas Regiment,  that  there  was  no  fighting  at  or  about  the  hospital  after 
he  was  placed  there.  In  common  with  the  officers  of  my  regiment,  I  am 
satisfied  that  there  could  not  have  been  any  Confederate  soldiers  guard- 
ing the  hospital  at  the  time  we  passed  it.  Indeed,  it  is  evident,  from 
the  nature  of  our  conflict  at  that  point,  that  no  Confederate  soldiers 
could  have  been  there  at  that  time. 

As  already  stated,  the  enemy  was  in  full  view  near  the  Wilkinson 
pike  when  we  halted  beyond  the  hospital.  Feeling  apprehensive  that 
the  enemy  might  charge  upon  us,  I  sent  Lieutenant  [J.  D.]  Floyd  back, 
some  twenty  minutes  after  we  halted,  to  bring  up  any  of  our  men  who 
might  be  at  the  hospital.  He  stated  that  he  saw  nothing  but  Yankees 
there,  and  that  General  Liddell's  brigade  was  then  being  formed  in  rear 
of  the  fence  which  runs  on  the  north  side  of  the  large  cotton -field  on  the 
left  of  the  hospital.  Captain  Watterson,  of  the  Seventeenth  [Regiment], 
states  that,  in  passing  the  hospital  at  the  time  when  the  regiment  first 
came  up  to  it,  he  got  a  drink  of  water  from  one  of  the  surgeons*  The 
surgeon  made  some  complaint  about  the  hospital  having  been  fired  into, 
but  said  he  could  not  blame  us,  as  the  hospital  had  not  been  properly 
X)repared. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that  the  hospital  is  named  on  the  en- 
gineer's maps  of  the  field  of  battle  as  the  Jenkins  house,  and  not  as  Mr. 
Griscom's  house. 

The  following  statement,  made  by  Captain  Terry,  will  exhibit  circum- 
stantially the  length  of  time  which  must  have  elapsed  after  the  capture  of 
the  hospital  by  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment  before  General 
Liddell's  brigade  came  up  to  it : 

When  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment  halted  in  the  woods  beyond  the  hospital, 
its  guides  -were  thrown  out  and  the  hne  dressed.  I  then  visited  the  captured  wagons, 
loaded  with  ammunition,  and  returned  to  my  company.  I  then  sent  Lieutenant  [J.  H.  ] 
Hastings,  Company  A,  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment,  back,  on  foot,  to  Brigadier- 
General  Polkas  skirmishers,  who  were  advancing  on  our  right,  to  inform  them  where 
we  were,  that  they  might  not  fire  on  us.  Lieutenant  Hastings  went  to  the  rear,  got 
on  a  stumi)  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  skirmishers,  and  was  fired  at.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  regiment.  I  now  took  the  horse  captured  by  Lieutenant  Black  and  the 
colors  of  the  regiment,  and  rode  back  to  notify  our  forces,  which  were  advancing,  that 
the  Seventeenth  [Regiment]  was  in  front.  I  conununicated  with  one  of  the  regiments 
of  General  Polk's  brigade  and  returned  to  my  regiment.  I  then  went  to  the  hospital, 
passed  through  the  yard  into  the  first  field  on  the  left  of  the  lane  and  north  of  the 
woods  already  indicated  as  being  west  of  south  from  the  hospital,  met  Brigadier- Gen- 
eral Johnson  here,  and  notified  him  where  the  Seventeenth  Tennessee  was.  Met  a  bat- 
tery ;  asked  some  one  who  seemed  to  be  connected  with  it  (think  it  was  the  captain) 
whose  battery  that  was,  and  was  told  that  it  belonged  to  General  Liddell's  brigade ; 
then  saw  the  infantry  of  this  brigade  near  the  fence  on  the  north  side  of  this  first 
field — the  large  cotton -field.  I  am  satisfied  this  was  at  least  half  an  hour  after  we 
halted.  1  passed  on  and  met  the  rest  of  Johnson's  brigade  just  moving  out  of  the  woods, 
told  them  where  the  Seventeenth  [Regiment]  would  be  found,  returned  to  the  regi- 
ment, and  remained  there  some  minutes,  during  which  time  the  Fifth  Confederate 
Regi  aent  passed  through  our  lines,  which  was  still  halted.  I  then  took  3  men  from 
my  company,  went  to  the  captured  ammunition  wagons,  and  got  three  boxes  of  car- 
tridges. While  there,  Brigadier-General  Polk  sent  some  men  to  guard  the  ammuni- 
tion wagons.  They  told  mo  that  General  Polk  had  ordered  them  not  to  allow  any 
ammunition  to  be  taken  out  of  the  wagons.  I  replied  that  I  had  already  as  much  as 
I  wanted.  I  then  returned  to  my  company  and  went  to  the  hospital;  found  General 
Liddell  at  the  yard  gate  which  faces  toward  the  Wilkinson  pike.  A«  I  rode  up.  Gen- 
eral Liddell  asked  a  major  of  his  brigade  if  ho  was  too  badly  wounded  to  go  on  in  the 
fight.  The  major  replied  that  he  was  not,  and  that  he  would  go  on.  The  general  then 
told  the  major  to  go  ahead  to  his  regiment.  The  general  then  ordered  the  Confederate 
soldiers  that  were  in  the  yard  to  go  to  their  regiments  ;  spoke  to  one  particular  soldier, 
and,  pointing  to  him,  told  him  to  go  to  his  regiment.  The  soldier  replied,  "  You,  <Gren- 
eral  Liddell,  just  placed  me  here  on  guard."  The  general  then  said.  **  Well,  remain 
there."  At  this  time  General  Liddell's  brigade  had  passed  into  the  second  field  on  the 
left,  was  advancing,  and  was  nearly  through  it. 
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When  the  Seventeeuth  Eegiment  passed  tlie  hospital,  the  companies 
of  Captains  Watterson  and  McDonald  pasi^ed  through  the  yard  of  the 
hospital,  and  Captain  Harrison's  passed  entirely  on  the  left  of  the  yard, 
a  number  of  men  of  that  company  passing  along  the  lane,  and,  as  has 
already  been  shown,  the  firing  was  commenced  again  in  rear  of  the  hos- 
pital. General  SilPs  body  was  found  not  far  from  the  hospital,  "  near 
the  fence  or  lane,"  in  the  words  of  Colonel  Govan,  of  the  Second  Arkan- 
sas Eegiment. 

]N"ow,  the  foregoing  statements  having,  in  my  mind,  conchisively  estab- 
lished the  fact  that  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  captured  the  Federal 
hospital  at  the  Jenkins  house,  and  that  it  reached  that  house  some  thirty 
minutes  before  any  other  troops,  I  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  the 
probabilities  quite  as  much  indicate  that  it  was  the  Seventeenth  Eegi- 
ment which  killed  General  Sill  as  that  any  other  regiment  did  it.  Until 
other  facts  are  developed  in  reference  to  this  matter,  I  am  disposed  to 
think  that  no  regiment  can  establish  this  claim  in  its  own  favor.  Sill 
might  have  been  killed  by  the  Seventeenth  [Eegiment]  from  the  fence 
and  lane  in  rear  of  the  hospital,  or  he  might  have  been  killed  by  the 
Second  Arkansas  Eegiment,  which  came  up  some  thirty  minutes  later. 
Sill's  body  was  found  on  the  right  of  the  lane,  near  the  fence,  and  about 
75  yards  in  rear  of  the  hospital,  and  it  appears  exceedingly  probable  that 
he  was  killed  by  the  Seventeenth  Eegiment  firing  from  the  fence  in  rear 
of  the  hospital.  This  is  the  impression  prevailing  in  the  Seventeenth 
Tennessee  Eegiment. 

In  making  the  foregoing  statement,  I  profess  to  be  actuated  by  a  sim- 
ple desire  to  do  justice  to  all  parties  concerned.  I  would  rather  suffer 
from  injustice  to  myself  than  to  do  injustice  to  a  fellow  soldier.  I  am 
disposed  to  submit  the  foregoing  facts,  with  any  counter  statements  that 
may  be  made,  to  the  decision  of  the  impartial  tribunals  into  whose  hands 
they  may  be  destined  to  fall. 

WATT  W.  FLOYD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg,  Seventeenth  Tennessee  Regiment, 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Johnson's  Brigade, 

TullaJioma,  Tenn.,  March  20,  1863. 

I  respectfully  request  that  this  communication  may  be  forwarded  to 
the  War  Department  as  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  services  of  my  brigade 
in  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough. 

I  may  here  add  that  John  Wilson,  a  private  of  Company  A,  of  Sev- 
enteenth Eegiment  Tennessee  Volunteers,  was  wounded  near  this  Fed- 
eral hospital. 

[B.  U.  JOHNSON,] 
Brigadier-Gmeralj  C.  S.  Army, 


No.  267. 
Report  of  IAe\it,  Col,  R,  H,  Keehle,  Twenty  third  Tennessee  Infantry. 

January  5, 1863. 

The  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty -third  Tennessee 

Regiment  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough  is  respectfully  submitted : 

Having  been  changed  from  the  right  to  the  left  wing  on  the  evening 
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before  the  batt  e,  its  position  was  in  an  open  field,  the  left  resting  upon 
the  road  leading  to  the  McCulloueh  house.  On  the  morning  of  the  bat- 
tle, the  brigade  and  division  made  a  right- wheel,  in  doing  which  it  passed 
the  house  above  referred  to  and  continued  to  wheel  and  march  until  its 
course  was  almost  at  right  angles  with  the  one  it  held  the  evening  before, 
marching  in  its  wheel  through  a  large  corn-field  and  a  meadow.  Down 
on  the  edge  of  the  meadow  and  to  our  right  before  we  completed  the 
wheel  were  stationed  some  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  who  opened 
upon  us,  doing,  however,  no  damage.  Having  completed  the  wheel,  we 
marched  forward,  obliquing  to  the  right  to  avoid  lapping  General  Lid- 
dell;  we  marched  through  a  hedge-field  grown  up  with  cedar  under- 
growth until  we  reached  a  large  corn-field.  Here  we  received  a  most 
terrific  fire  from  the  enemy  of  canister,  grape,  and  small-arms.  The 
enemy  (from  where  we  received  this  fire,  which  lasted  some  time,  and 
wounded  [several]  of  the  regiment)  were  within  a  thicket  beyond  the 
corn-field,  considerably  to  my  left  and  in  front  of  General  Liddell.  We 
passed  through  the  corn-field  into  an  open  wood,  under  fire  of  the  ene- 
my's battery,  to  our  left,  and  small-arms.  During  all  this  time  the 
enemy  were  concealed  in  the  bushes,  and  but  little,  if  any,  firing  was  done 
on  our  part.  Having  gotten  down  into  the  woods,  I  was  told  by  General 
Johnson  that  I  was  too  far  to  the  right,  when  I  moved  by  the  left  flank 
across  a  road  into  an  open  field,  faced  to  the  front,  and,  forming  with  the 
rest  of  the  brigade,  marched  through  a  skirt  of  wood  across  a  road, 
leaving  a  hospital  and  old  gin-house  to  our  left.  Here  a  change  of  front 
was  made  upon  the  First  Battalion.  When  this  was  done  we  marched 
into  an  open  field,  then  by  the  left  flank  across  a  road  and  into  another 
open  field.  The  enemy  were  evidently  within  this  field,  upon  the  brow 
of  the  hill ;  their  battery  was  throwing  shells  upon  us  from  there.  From 
this  field  we  moved  by  the  left  flank  into  the  open  woods  opposite  a  cedar 
glade.  We  here  halted  and  faced  the  cedar  glade,  marched  into  it  a  piei^e, 
and  had  a  sharp  brush  with  the  enemy,  who  were  beyond  the  cedar  glade 
in  a  field,  and  marched  by  the  flank  toward  our  left.  General  Polk's 
brigade  in  the  mean  time  had  fallen  back  and  taken  position  on  our  left. 
We  then  moved  farther  to  the  left,  and,  again  facing  to  the  front,  marched 
through  an  open  corn-field,  fighting  the  enemy  during  the  time.  We 
halted  at  the  far  end  of  the  field,  having  driven  the  enemy  to  the  edge 
of  the  glade.  Here  the  action  continued  for  about  an  hour,  when  the 
enemy  fled  into  the  glade.  I  immediately  advanced  to  his  battery  which 
he  had  left,  when  we  received  a  heavy  tire  from  them,  concealed  in  the 
midst  of  the  glade.  It  was  here  that  Captain  [N.  R.]  Allen,  who  deserves 
to  be  especially  noted  for  his  bravery,  gallantry,  and  coolness,  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded.  While  they  were  firing  upon  us,  and  we  were  unable  to 
get  to  them  or  see  them  on  account  of  the  [underjgrowth,  my  attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that  our  right  had  fallen  back.  We  then  fell  back 
also,  intending  to  reform  at  our  old  position  at  the  fence,  which,  how- 
ever, we  found  occupied  by  a  portion  of  General  Liddell's  command  (I 
think).  We  then  fell  back  to  the  skirt  of  woods  and  reformed.  The 
firing  soon  after  ceased,  and  nothing  else  occurred. 
Most  respectfully, 

R.  H.  KEBBLE, 
Lieutenant- Colonel y  Commanding  Twenty-third  Tennessee, 
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No.  268. 
Report  of  Col,  John  M.  Hughs,  Twenty  Jifth  Tennessee  Infantry. 

Estill  Springs,  Tenn.,  January  7,  1863. 

[I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following]  report  of  the  part  ftakeo 
in]  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  [by  the]  Twenty-fifth  Tennes- 
see Eegiment: 

The  regiment  moved  by  daylight  in  the  morning  with  the  brigade  to 
attack  the  enemy.  The  enemy^s  skirmishers  having  commenced  firing 
on  us,  Captain  [M.]  Lowrey's  company  was  deployed  and  sent  forward 
in  advance.  After  the  brigade  wheeled  to  the  right,  this  regiment  rested 
at  the  end  of  the  narrow  lane.  The  enemy  fired  on  our  line  of  skirmish- 
ers as  they  crossed  this  lane.  The  line  advanced  to  the  top  of  the  rise 
and  came  in  plain  view  of  the  enemy's  line.  A  hot  fire  opened.  This 
regiment  being  fairly  on  top  of  the  eminence,  the  Seventeenth  [Eegi- 
ment] was  not  on  a  line  with  it.  The  enemy  seeing  the  regiment  in 
advance,  and  on  a  fair  place,  I  saw  them  turn  their  battery  on  this  regi- 
ment. This  cross-fire  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  cause  of  the  great  loss  at 
this  place  in  the  regiment.  After  a  few  rounds  had  been  fired,  I  was 
struck  in  the  head  and  stunned  considerably,  so  that  I  did  not  have 
strength  to  continue  to  command,  so  I  left  the  field. 

So  far  as  I  witnessed  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  it  was  highly 
commendable.  The  efforts  of  Captain  [G.  H.]  Hash  and  Lieut.  D.  S. 
Walker  were  particularly  distinguished. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

JOHN  M.  HUGHS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Tw&iity  fifth  Tennessee, 


Kg.  269. 
Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  Samuel  Davis,  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

Estill  Springs,  Tenn.,  January  7, 1863. 

[I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following]  report  of  the  part  takcL 
by  the  Twenty -fifth  Tennessee  Eegiment  in  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
borough : 

The  regiment  moved  early  in  the  morning  with  the  brigade.  Captain 
Lowrey's  company  in  front  as  skirmishers.  The  brigade  made  a  right- 
wheel  and  rested  in  a  lano,  with  its  center  (this  regiment)  fronting 
another  narrow  lane.  It  was  up  this  last  lane  that  the  enemy  was  first 
discovered.  As  the  skirmishers  moved  across  the  lane,  the  brigade  hav- 
ing moved  a  little  by  the  left  flank,  the  enemy's  skirmishers  fired  upon 
them.  No  firing  was  done  by  the  skirmishers  or  the  regiment  until  the 
brigade  was  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  on  top  of  the  rise.  The  regiment 
then  commenced  firing,  and  I  never  saw  in  any  battle  a  more  regular  and 
constant  fire,  which  was  kept  up  until  the  enemy  gave  back.  Although 
a  great  many  of  our  men  were  killed  and  wounded  at  this  place,  the  line 
was  not  confused,  and  the  men  continued  to  fire  without  noticing  those 
killed  or  wounded  Colonel  Hughs  was  wounded  when  the  line  first 
commenced  to  fire,  and  was  conveyed  away  from  the  field  by  his  friend, 
J.  M.  Eichardson,  a  citizen. 

When  the  enemy  commenced  to  retreat,  the  regiment  moved  forward, 
but  so  many  had  been  left  out  that  it  was  impossible  to  keep  a  line  any 
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longer.  The  si^ace  between  the  Forty  fourth  and  Seventeenth  [Reg- 
iments] was  then  too  long  for  so  few  men,  but  the  men  took  advantage 
of  the  good  room  they  had  and  went  forward  like  skirmishers.  Most  of 
them  went  ahead  of  the  brigade,  driving  the  enemy  before  them,  and 
then  shooting  obliquely  across  before  the  Forty-fourth  Regiment  at  the 
enemy^s  line  as  it  retired  before  that  regiment.  When  the  regiment 
arrived  at  the  corner  of  that  woods  on  the  left  and  at  the  corner  of  a 
field  on  the  right,  I  found  that  the  men  were  some  of  them  too  anxious 
to  go  ahead  in  advance  of  the  brigade,  and  too  likel}^  to  be  captured  by 
doing  so,  and  I  therefore  halted  them  j  and  seeing  all  the  regiments 
taking  ground  to  the  left,  I  directed  the  men  that  way,  and,  after  going 
about  250  yards,  halted  and  formed  the  men,  taking  our  place  in  the  bri- 
gade. Here  it  was  discovered  that  most  of  the  men  were  out  of  ammu- 
nition. They  were  ordered  to  gather  all  they  could  from  the  boxes  left 
on  the  field,  and  the  adjutant  was  eent  to  hunt  the  train.  Meeting 
General  Cleburne,  he  gave  the  adjutant  orders  to  get  ammunition  from 
any  train.  Ammunition  was  soon  obtained  from  some  wagons.  The 
brigade  wheeled  to  the  right,  and  as  soon  as  the  regiment  had  marched 
300  yards  the  firing  begun  anew,  and  continued  until  the  enemy  were 
driven  back  to  that  cedar  thicket.  There  a  halt  was  made,  but  the  fight 
continued  some  twenty  minutes,  and  the  right  of  the  brigade  gave  back, 
and  the  regiment  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  do  the  same.  There  was 
no  one  wounded  in  this  firing  of  this  regiment.  The  brigade  then  moved 
by  the  left  flank  about  half  a  mile  and  relieved  another  brigade.  The 
regiment  then  moved  with  the  brigade  against  the  enemy,  firiitg  all  the 
time,  until  we  crossed  a  field  and  came  to  a  rocky  cedar  bluff.  Here 
the  reginaent  halted  to  fire  at  and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  thicket,  but 
it  was  impossible  for  us  to  start  his  line.  It  was  not  many  minutes 
until  the  right  of  the  brigade  left  us  again  and  we  were  compelled  to 
retreat  with  the  brigade. 

There  were  2  lieutenants  and  7  or  8  men  lost  here.  They  are  reported 
missing,  but  in  all  probability  they  are  killed  or  wounded.  The  color- 
sergeant  and  colors  were  lost  here.  After  this  retreat  the  regiment  was 
not  engaged  any  more  during  the  time  it  remained  on  the  field. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  themselves  well.  The  regiment  fought 
a  destructive  fight  to  the  enemy,  as  was  discovered  by  the  dead  and 
wounded  Yankees  on  the  part  of  the  line  we  passed  over.  Many  in- 
stances of  bravery  of  officers  and  men  could  be  mentioned,  but  as  it 
seems  to  me  that  a  set  of  men  could  not  be  more  unanimous  in  trying 
to  do  their  respective  duties,  no  names  will  be  mentioned,  but  I  will  only 
say  for  the  regiment  that  all  did  their  part  with  great  credit. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  DAVIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Twenty -fifth  Tennessee, 


No.  270. 

Report  of  Copt,  C.  G.  Jarnagin,  Thirty -seventh  Tennessee  Infantry, 

January  7, 1863. 

[The  following  is  the]  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirty  seventh 
Tennessee  Regiment  in  the  engagement  at  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. : 

We  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  1862,  just 
after  daybreak.  We  were  first  attacked  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
who  were  about  75  yards  on  our  right  flank,  damaging  us  considerably, 
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wounding  Colonel  White  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frayser.  Major  Mc- 
Eeynolds  then  took  command  ;  I  was  placed  second  in  command.  ISTot 
having  any  skirmishers  out,  we  did  not  know  the  position  of  the  enemy ; 
consequently  we  fell  back  behind  a  fence,  which  was  about  25  yards  in 
our  rear,  in  order  to  send  out  skirmishers  and  ascertain  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  Before  this  could  be  done,  a  forward  movement  was  ordered. 
We  moved  forward  about  100  yards,  and  engaged  the  enemy  in  a  cedar 
thicket.  We  drove  them  back  to  a  fence  in  a  piece  of  woodland.  We 
engaged  them  there  for  a  few  minutes  and  then  charged  them,  making 
a  complete  rout,  at  the  same  time  pouring  heavy  volleys  of  musketry 
into  their  distracted  ranks,  mowing  them  down  with  terrible  slaughter. 
The  enemy  retreated  back  to  a  cedar  glade,  where  they  had  several 
pieces  of  artillery  planted.  Owing  to  the  advantageous  position  the 
enemy  held,  we  did  not  pursue  them  immediately,  but  moved  by  the 
left  flank  into  a  skirt  of  woods,  where  we  formed  a  line  of  battle  and 
moved  forward  until  we  came  to  a  field.  We  charged  across  to  a  cedar 
thicket  and  engaged  the  enemy.  We  were  met  with  a  warm  reception, 
but  were  able  to  repel  them,  taking  40  or  50  prisoners.  We  drove  them 
back  until  we  were  nearly  within  the  enemy^s  lines.  Seeing  that  we 
were  about  to  be  flanked,  we  fell  back  to  a  skirt  of  woods.  While  fall- 
ing back,  Major  McReynolds  was  mortally  wounded.  I  then  took  com- 
mand of  the  regiment.  We  formed  a  line  of  battle  in  the  woodland, 
changing  our  direction  a  little  to  the  west.  We  then  moved  forward 
until  we  came  to  a  large  field.  We  charged  across  it  until  we  came  to 
a  fence  on  the  right  of  a  log  cabin.  We  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
who  occupied  a  second  fence  about  75  yards  in  front  of  us.  We  drove 
them  from  their  position  and  occupied  it  for  a  few  minutes.  The  enemy 
again  fell  back  gradually.  We  were  all  the  time  pouring  heavy  vol- 
leys of  musketry  into  them.  We  pressed  upon  them,  taking  possession 
of  the  crevices  in  a  ledge  of  rocks  the  enemy  had  just  occupied.  We 
then  poured  buck  and  ball  into  them  heavy.  They  had  commenced 
running  and  scattering  at  a  terrible  rate,  when  the  troops  upon  our 
right  and  left  commenced  giving  way,  witli  the  cry  that  the  enemy 
were  flanking  us.  I  could  not  see  the  danger,  and  did  not  give  way. 
I  got  on  a  very  high  rock  in  order  that  I  might  make  some  discovery. 
I  soon  saw  that  Colonel  [J.  S.]  Fulton  and  others  were  trying  to  rally 
their  regiments,  but  failed.  I  waited  until  the  enemy  were  about  to 
close  on  us,  and  I  gave  the  command  to  fall  back.  We  then  fell  back 
across  a  field  to  the  skirt  of  woods  we  had  previously  occupied  and 
formed  a  line  of  battle.  We  did  not  engage  the  enemy  any  more  only 
with  skirmishers. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  G.  JARKAGIN, 
Captain,  Commanding, 

No.  271. 

Beport  of  Col  John  S.  Fulton^  Forty-fourth  Tennessee  Infantry, 

BsTELL  Springs,  Tenn.,  January  7, 1863. 
The  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  by  daylight  on  the  morning 
of  the  31st  ultimo ;  the  Forty  fourth,  occupying  its  position  next  on  the 
right,  marched  from  its  encampment  through  a  corn-field.  When  ap- 
proaching a  thicket,  the  enemy  opened  a  battery  upon  us  in  front  of  the 
Seventeenth  Regiment,  of  same  brigade,  wounding  some  3  men  of  my 
regiment.     We  advanced  beyond  the  thicket  through  a  corn-field,  when 
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the  brigade  was  baited,  the  right  resting  near  a  cedar  thicket.  Here  a 
severe  fire  was  opened  upon  us  by  the  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy, 
wounding  several  of  our  men  and  creating  some  little  confusion.  We 
here  deployed  a  company  as  skirmishers,  who  soon  drove  back  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters,  not,  however,  until  they  had  wounded  several 
field  officers  and  many  men.  We  then  advanced  and  crossed  the  Old 
Franklin  road  into  a  cedar  thicket,  where  we  had  a  very  severe  engage 
ment,  fighting  some  twenty  minutes  before  the  enemy  gave  way.  Here 
our  color-bearer  was  shot  down,  and  Major  Ewin  was  shot  from  his 
horse,  and  8  company  officers  fell — 1  killed  and  the  others  wounded. 
We  then  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  through  a  woodland,  they  offer- 
ing a  stubborn  resistance,  until  they  approached  a  large  corn-field.  Here 
the  enemy  were  routed,  some  going  through  the  field  and  others  on  either 
side  thereof.  The  Forty-fourth  Kegiment  passed  into  the  corn-field 
several  hundred  yards,  then  moved  by  the  left  flank  and  entered  a  wood- 
laud. 

When  the  brigade  reformed,  and  was  resupplied  with  ammunition,  it 
continued  to  move  forward  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  battery  to  our 
right,  which  firing  was  very  heavy.  After  marching  until  we  reached 
the  cotton-field,  we  made  a  right  half- wheel,  facing  toward  the  enemy's 
battery,  advancing  through  the  field  in  its  direction.  Having  sent  for- 
ward sharpshooters,  the  battery  retired,  our  skirmishers  doing  good 
service,  killing  and  ^  ounding  both  horses  and  men.  We  pressed  for- 
ward then  through  the  woods,  crossing  the  Nolensville  road,  moving  by 
•the  left  tlank,  and,  passing  through  a  small  field,  entered  another  wood- 
laud.  Here  the  brigade,  marching  in  line  of  battle,  engaged  the  enemy 
in  a  cedar  bough  [brake].  The  enemy  fell  back.  We  took  21  prisoners 
and  i)ressed  the  enemy.  We  found  that  we  were  in  advance  of  our  line 
of  battle,  and  that  we  were  about  to  be  flanked  by  them  on  our  right  in 
heavy  force.  One  of  the  ])risoners  taken  said  that  had  we  advanced 
100  yards  farther  we  would  have  been  surrounded  by  an  entire  division 
in  ambush  and  thus  cut  off.  The  Fortv-fourth  and  Thirtv-seventh  were 
marched  by  the  left  flank  and  reunited  with  the  balance  of  the  brigade, 
which  fell  back,  to  avoid  a  flank  movement  of  the  enemy,  to  our  own 
lines. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  general,  the  brigade  was  reformed  and 
ordered  forward  to  sui)port  a  portion  of  what  I  supposed  was  McCown's 
division,  already  engaging  the  enemy.  We  marched  through  a  long  piece 
of  woods,  entering  a  large  corn-field,  where  we  fonnd  that  the  enemy  had 
checked  that  portion  of  McCown's  division,  which  division  was  much 
scattered  and  disordered.  Their  oflicers  were  endeavoring  to  rally  and 
carry  them  forward.  At  this  moment  we  reached  and  passed  them,  pass- 
ing a  small  house,  and,  crossing  two  fences,  we  entered  a  cedar  thicket, 
which  was  the  strongest  natural  position  we  encountered  through  the 
day,  it  being  one  of  large  ledges  of  rock  of  very  rugged  formation,  pro- 
tected by  a  heavy  growth  of  cedar.  Here  we  engaged  the  enemy,  driving 
him  back  over  a  fence.  A  portion  of  the  Forty -fourth  crossed  over  the 
fence.  It  was  at  this  juncture — the  enemy  gradually  failing  back,  stub- 
bornly resisting  our  advance,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  ground — 
that  the  troops  on  our  right  were  found  suddenly  to  have  broken  and 
given  back  in  confusion,  without  any  apparent  cause.  A  mounted  offi- 
cer of  that  command,  passing  Lieutenant- Colonel  [John  L.]  McEwen, 
[jr.,]  said  that  we  were  under  a  heavy  cross-fire  and  must  retire.  Con- 
sequently, being  without  support,  and  the  men  witnessing  the  flight 
on  our  right,  fell  back  in  disorder,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  officers 
present. 


894  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA  ,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXTL 

In  retiring,  our  _oss  was  considerable,  2  officers  and  nearly-  20  men. 
A  general  retreat  took  place.  We  fell  back  through  the  field  a  con- 
siderable distance  into  the  woods,  where,  with  great  difficulty,  the  com- 
mand was  reformed  at  4  p.  m.  The  brigade  remained  in  line  of  battle 
without  any  more  fighting,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery  of  long 
range. 

It  affords  me  x)leasure  to  state  that  the  officers  and  men  of  my  com- 
mand behaved  with  great  gallantry,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  persons 
who  fled  the  field  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  whose  names  shall  be 
reported  for  the  consideration  of  the  general. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

Jls^O.  S.  FULTOIS", 
Colonel,  Commanding  Forty  fourth  Tennessee  Volunteers. 

E.  B.  Snowden, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[P.  S.] — ^A  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  is  also  herewith  submitted.* 
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Reports  of  Capt  Putnam  Darden,  Jefferson  Artillery, 

Near  Estill  Springs,  Tenn., 

January  7,  1863. 

Sm  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  my  battery  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough. 

On  December  31, 1862,  my  battery  was  temporarily  detached  from  your 
brigade,  and  ordered  to  report  at  Triune  to  Brigadier-General  Wood,  for 
duty. 

On  December  26,  we  were  ordered  into  line  of  battle. 

On  the  27th,  we  had  an  affair  with  the  enemy,  and  returned  toward 
Murfreesborough,  arriving  there  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  with  men 
and  horses  very  much  fatigued  by  the  march  and  exposure,  having  slept 
without  tents  and  exposed  to  the  rain  most  of  the  time  since  we  left 
Triune.  In  this  condition  we  arrived  on  the  battle-field  illy  prepared 
to  go  into  an  engagement.  We  were  posted  on  the  right.  Late  in  the 
evening  of  the  30th  we  were  to  the  left. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  we  were  ordered  by  General  Cleburne 
to  report  to  you  for  duty.  We  found  your  lines  just  ready  to  move  off. 
We  formed  in  rear  of  the  center  of  your  brigade  and  followed  on.  We 
moved  on  for  nearly  a  mile,  when  we  came  to  a  halt  on  tbe  road.  The 
brigade  moved  by  the  left  flank  for  a  short  distance,  then  by  the  right 
through  a  small  skirt  of  woods.  Emerging  from  the  woods  we  entered 
a  corn-field,  when  the  firing  became  general  along  the  lines  of  your 
brigade.  I  moved  the  battery  into  the  field,  but  could  not  engage  the 
enemy  without  endangering  our  men,  who  were  in  front.  I  immediately 
moved  by  the  left  flank  to  an  elevated  position,  and  came  into  battery 
to  the  right  under  a  murderous  fire  of  canister  from  one  of  the  enemy^s 
batteries,  posted  about  400  yards  distant.  We  opened  fire  with  shell, 
shrapnel,  and  solid  shot  (we  could  not  use  canister  without  injuring  our 
own  men),  and  in  about  twenty  minutes  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  we  had  silenced  their  guns.  Shortly  after  this  a  battery  on  the  left 
opened  on  the  brigade  on  our  left  (General  LiddelPs,  I  think).    We  im- 

*  Embodied  in  No   191,  p.  680. 
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mediately  threw  our  guns  into  position,  bearing  on  the  battery,  but 
could  not  open  fire  for  our  infantry,  which  was  in  front  of  us.  But  this 
obstacle  was  soon  removed  by  moving  by  the  flank  to  a  position  where 
they  were  not  in  our  way.  We  then  opened  fire  on  the  battery,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  it  limbered  and  retired  with  its  supporting  infantry 
through  an  open  field  nearly  a  mile  in  length.  We  played  on  their  re- 
treating columns  until  they  were  out  of  the  reach  of  our  guns.  We  then 
refilled  our  chests  with  ammunition  and  moved  on  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble. When  we  arrived  near  the  Federal  hospital  we  received  orders 
from  Major  Hotchkiss,  acting  chief  of  artillery,  to  move  dowa  to  the 
right  of  your  brigade,  and  in  rear  of  General  Wood^s  brigade,  and  open 
fire  at  first  opportunity. 

We  moved  into  the  woods  about  midnight,  between  the  two  fields  on 
which  the  Federal  hospitals  were  located,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy, 
who  were  then  pursuing  General  Wood's  brigade,  and  succeeded  in  driv- 
ing them  back.  We  then  limbered  up  and  moved  round  to  the  right,  in 
the  field  near  the  hospital,  which  is  about  300  yards  to  the  right  of  the 
pike,  and,  in  conjunction  with  two  guns  of  Captain  Humphreys'  bat- 
tery, engaged  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  and,  after  a  hotly  contested  fight, 
silenced  four  of  his  guns.  By  this  time  our  infantry  had  rallied,  re 
formed,  and  did  the  rest  of  the  work  for  that  battery.  Our  ammunition 
was  then  exhausted.  We  supplied  our  chests  from  the  captured  bat- 
teries, and  were  placed  in  position  by  General  Hardee  about  3  o'clock. 

About  4.30  o'clock,  reported,  by  order  of  General  Hardee,  to  General 
Stewart  (whose  brigade  was  posted  in  the  cedar  brake  on  the  left  of 
the  pike),  to  fight  a  battery  of  the  enemy.  After  consultation,  it  was 
thought  improper  to  open  fire. 

After  dark  I  was  ordered  by  Major  [L.]  Hoxton  [of  Hardee's  staff] 
to  the  position  I  held  at  3  o'clock.  There  we  remained  until  next  day, 
when  we  were  ordered  to  rejoin  our  brigade.  After  dark  of  the  same 
day  I  was  ordered  by  General  Gleburne  to  a  i^osition  protecting  the  left 
of  our  division.  Here  we  remained  until  the  night  of  January  2, 1863, 
when  the  division  moved  over  the  right  of  our  lines. 

Nothing  more  of  importance  occurred  until  we  retired  toward  Man- 
chester. We  moved  five  pieces  of  artillery  off  the  field  to  Murfreesbor- 
ough. 

Corpl.  H.  A.  Hendrixson  wounded  in  the  foot  by  explosion  of  a  shell ; 
Private  J.  T.  F.  Waters  injured  on  the  hip  and  shoulder-blade  by  a  limb 
torn  from  a  tree  by  a  solid  shot.  Four  others  were  slightly  [wounded], 
but  not  enough  to  disable  them. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  judgment,  prudence,  and  courage  dis- 
played by  my  three  lieutenants — [H.  W.j  Bulien,  [F.  W.]  Coleman,  and 
[C.  B.]  Richardson — in  the  management  of  their  commands  in  the  battle, 
nor  of  the  deliberation  and  good  judgment  displayed  by  the  non-com- 
missioned ofiScers  in  the  management  of  their  pieces,  nor  of  the  gallantry, 
energy,  promptness,  soldierly  bearing  of  the  privates  in  the  discharge  of 
their  arduous  duties  in  the  ever  memorable  battle  of  Murfreesborough. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

PUT.  DARDEN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery. 

General  B.  R.  Johnson. 

[P.  S. — Captured]  Michigan  battery,  with  shot,  canister,  case,  and 
solid  ball.  The  captain  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  and  he  stated 
to  men  of  D[arden]'s  battery:  ^^  Killed  all  horses  in  one  caisson  and  in- 
jured the  pieces  and  horses  so  that  he  could  not  remove  it.  Bailed  8 
men  and  wounded  a  number." 
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TULLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  23,  1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  arms,  am^ 
munition,  and  equipments  captured  at  battle  of  Murfieesborough,  viz : 

1st.  I  removed  seven  pieces  of  artillery  from  the  field  to  Murfreesbor- 
ough ;  caliber  unknown. 

2d.  I  captured  about  300  rounds  of  fixed  ammunition  for  12-pounder 
howitzer,  about  100  rounds  of  which  I  used  in  the  fight. 

3d.  I  captured  about  500  friction-primers,  a  portion  of  which  I  used 
in  the  fight. 

4:th.  The  gunners  captured  gauges,  rammers,  priming- wires,  &c.,  the 
exact  number  of  which  I  cannot  state,  as  some  were  lost. 

5th.  I  captured  8  battery  horses  and  some  few  pieces  of  harness. 

The  pole  was  shot  out  of  one  of  my  howitzers.     I  sent  it  to  Murfree&  . 
borough  and  replaced  it  with  a  piece  we  captured  from  a  Michigan  battery 

I  lost  9  horses  killed  and  disabled. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

PUT.  DAEDEN, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery, 

Capt.  R.  B.  Snowden. 
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Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  S.  A.  M.  Wood,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fourth 
Brigade,  including  skirmisli  on  the  Nolensville  road,  December  27. 

Hdqrs.  Wood's  Brigade,  Cleburne's  Division, 

Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Tullahoma,  Tenn.,  Ja^iuary  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  recent  battles 
before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. : 

On  the  morning  of  December  27  last,  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  who 
was  then  in  person  at  our  advanced  post  at  Triune,  ordered  me,  in  con- 
junction with  Brigadier- General  [John  A.]  Wharton,  whose  command 
was  then  within  2  miles  of  that  place,  to  skirmish  with  the  advancing 
columns  of  the  enemy. 

My  brigade  consisted  of  two  companies  of  sharpshooters,  the  Sixteenth 
Alabama,  the  Thirty-third  Alabama,  and  the  Forty -fifth  Mississippi 
Regiments ;  in  all,  about  950  men  and  of&cers. 

The  Forty-fifth  Mississippi  was  posted  at  daylight  about  IJ  miles  from 
Triune,  on  the  Nolensville  pike;  four  companies  deployed  as  skirmishers 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  three  supporting  a  section  of  Darden's  battery 
on  the  left,  and  one  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  flank. 

The  enemy  appeared  at  9  a.  m.;  our  battery  opened  on  him.  The 
enemy  attempted  three  times  to  place  a  battery  in  position  on  a  hill  500 
yards  from  us,  but  was  driven  away  by  our  fire.  His  cavalry  now  ap- 
peared in  large  numbers  on  both  our  right  and  left  flanks,  Brigadier- 
General  Wharton,  with  his  command,  holding  him  in  check.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  retire  our  guns,  which  I  did,  and  caused  our  skir- 
mishers to  assemble  and  fall  back  under  the  protection  of  our  cavalry 
in  return  to  our  second  line,  consisting  of  the  Sixteenth  Alabama,  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the  pike  in  rear  of  Triune,  the  skir- 
mishers, thrown  forward  on  the  left  behind  a  stone  wall,  near  the  Franklin 
road  ;  Darden's  battery  and  Captain  White's  battery,  of  two  pieces,  of 
Brigadier- General  Wharton's  command,  were  massed  near  the  turnpike. 
The  enemy  soon  possessed  themselves  of  the  heights  near  Triune. 
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In  the  mean  time  I  had  detailed  20  men  to  report  to  Capt.  J.  W. 
Green,  of  the  engineers,  of  Lieuteuant-General  Hardee's  staff,  who  had 
offered  his  services  to  me,  and  he  had  totally  demolished  the  bridge 
across  the  stream  just  beyond  Triune. 

I  am.  deeply  indebted  to  Captain  Green  for  services  rendered  during 
this  day,  in  every  way  evincing  a  zeal  and  knowledge,  as  well  as  cour- 
age, worthy  of  the  highest  commendation,  bringing  his  men  away  from 
the  bridge  only  when  the  enemy's  shells  were  falling  in  their  midst,  the 
work  having  been  accomplished. 

The  enemy's  batteries,  placed  on  the  hill  out  of  range  of  our  pieces, 
now  opened  fire  upon  us.  I  ordered  the  guns  behind  the  crest  of  the 
ridge.  At  this  time  large  masses  of  cavalry  appeared  moving  toward 
our  left.  They  were  fired  upon  by  the  six  pieces  which  were  rapidly 
advanced  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Many  saddles  were  emptied  and  the 
whole  thrown  into  confusion. 

At  this  time  a  heavy  storm  of  hail  and  rain  beat  in  onr  faces,  conceal- 
ing the  movements  of  the  enemy.  It  had  not  abated  before  he  was  found 
to  be  advancing  with  aline  of  infantry  extending  a  mile  in  length.  Our 
skirmishers  fired  quickly  upon  the  line,  but  seeing  the  overwhelming 
forces  against  us.  General  Wharton  and  myself  concluded  at  once  to 
retire.  The  artillery  was  ordered  off.  One  piece  of  Darden's  had  been 
sent  to  the  left  and  was  400  yards  from  the  pike.  The  enemy  made 
great  exertions  to  capture  it,  but  the  coolness  and  courage  of  Oaj^tain 
Darden  j  the  steadiness  of  our  skirmishers  on  assembling  and  firing  on 
the  enemy  ;  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  [B.  F.]  White,  jr.,  in  placing 
a  piece  of  his  battery  in  i)Osition  on  the  pike,  and  firing  so  rapidly  on  the 
advancing  lines  as  to  check  them  (but,  above  all,  the  disposition  of  cav- 
alry made  by  Brigadier- General  Wharton),  gave  time  to  bring  it  off  in 
safety.  In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  the  bridge,  the  enemy  could  bring 
no  artillery  to  bear  on  us.  One  piece  of  Darden's  was  now  placed  on 
the  pike,  and,  firing  upon  the  enemy,  permitted  our  whole  column  to 
retire  in  good  order,  covered  by  the  cavalry. 

We  marched  until  dark  and  bivouacked  3  miles  from  the  Eaglesville 
pike,  where  I  received  an  order  to  move  at  dawn  to  Murfreesborough, 
which  I  did. 

In  this  affair  I  lost  but  6  men ;  as  they  were  left  behind,  I  cannot  say 
whether  killed  or  wounded.  The  enemy  Report  their  loss  to  citizens  of 
Triune  (and  we  also  have  it  from  prisoners  captured  at  Murfreesbor- 
ough) at  65. 

It  is  now  known  that  [General  A.  McD.]  McOook's  corps,  of  three 
divisions,  was  assailing  us  on  that  day. 

I  am,  general,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  M.  WOOD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Capt.  Irving  A.  Buck, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Hdqrs.  Wood's  Brigade,  Cleburne's  Division, 

Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

TuUahoma,  Term.,  January  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  division  headquarters,  I  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the  recent  battles 
before  Murfreesborough : 

Having  arrived  at  Murfreesborough  on  Sunday  night,  the  28th  instant 
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[ultimo]^  on  Monday  morning  took  my  place  in  line  of  General  (31eburne's 
division,  being  the  left  center  brigade,  Brigadier-General  Liddell  to  my 
left,  and  Brigadier-Generals  Johnson  and  Polk  on  my  right.  Eemained 
in  this  position  until  Tuesday  evening,  when  I  received  an  order  to  fol- 
low Brigadier-General  Johnson's  brigade,  which  I  did,  passing  through 
Murfreesborough,  and  across  Stone's  Kiver  to  the  left  of  our  lines.  I 
was  placed  in  position  about  300  yards  in  rear  of  Brigadier-General 
Polk's  brigade.  The  Third  Confederate  Regiment  (that  had  been  de- 
taciied)  joined  me.  I  had  now  about  1,100  men  for  duty.  My  line  was 
as  follows  :  Third  Confederate  Eegiment,  Thirty- third  Alabama,  Forty- 
fifth  Mississippi,  Sixteenth  Alabama,  and  sharpshooters. 

We  were  In  line  at  5  o'clock  Wednesday  morning.  Near  daylight  I 
received  an  order  to  move  forward  and  support  Brigadier-General  Polk. 
When  we  had  advanced  half  a  mile,  firing  commenced  in  front;  a  few 
shells  exploded  over  my  lines.  After  advancing  400  yards  farther,  I 
received  an  order  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee,  hj  Colonel  Black, 
to  move  by  the  right  flank,  and  fill  up  any  vacancy  between  Brigadier- 
General  Polk's  right  and  the  left  of  Major-General  Cheatham's  command. 
I  marched  by  the  right  flank  until  I  came  to  the  Ninth  Texas  Ilegiiiient, 
which  I  was  told  belonged  to  General  Cheatham's  division.  I  then 
marched  to  the  front  against  the  enemy.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out, 
who  quic]5:ly  returned  before  a  heavy  fire.  My  brigade  then  advanced 
to  a  cedar  glade  filled  with  rocky  crevices,  in  which  the  One  hundred 
and  first  Ohio  Regiment  lay  concealed,  being  about  40  yards  in  advance 
of  a  brigade  consisting  of  the  Thirty-eighth  and  T  wen tj^- first  Illinois,  and 
Eighty-first  findianaj,  and  Fifteenth  Wisconsin.  Firing  continued  for 
several  minutes.  Being  unable  to  see  the  foe,  I  ordered  firing  to  cease. 
The  enemy,  believing  we  were  going  to  retire,  sprung  up,  when  a  volley 
was  poured  into  them,  at  once  routing  the  brigade,  which  fled,  leaving 
the  colonel  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Regiment  and  the  lieu- 
tenant-colonel and  major  dead,  and  a  large  number  of  other  field  and 
company  ofiicers,  on  the  field.  Pursuit  was  made,  driving  the  enemy 
half  a  mile  through  the  thick  cedars  and  oi^en  woods.  The  lines  of  my 
brigade  became  broken  in  the  eagerness  of  the  pursuit,  the  men  of  each 
regiment  mixing  together.  As  the  enemy  retired  through  a  inece  of 
woods  extending  forward  between  two  fields,  a  battery  directly  in  front 
of  us  was  firing  on  us. 

At  this  point  the  right  of  my  brigade  cai)tured  a  hospital  of  the  enemy 
across  the  JSTolensville  pike,  containing  many  wounded  officers  and  men. 
It  was  held  until  orders  were  given  to  retire.  The  sharpshooters  and 
Sixteenth  Alabama  had  possession  of  the  house,  and  were  three-quar- 
ters of  a  mile  in  advance  of  any  part  of  oar  lines  at  this  hour,  save  the 
left  of  my  brigade  and  General  Polk's  brigade.  I  halted  them,  put  them 
in  line,  and  ordered,  in  conjunction  with  Brigadier- General  Polk,  a  charge 
on  a  battery.  The  battery  fled,  however,  before  our  men.  We  captured 
one  caisson.  We  then  pressed  on,  though  now  the  lines  of  our  men,  which 
should  have  been  on  my  right,  seemed  to  have  halted.  We  passed  across 
the  field  and  through  a  wood  and  across  the  Nolensville  pike,  driving  the 
enemy.  Here  we  entered  another  field  and  became  engaged  with  a  heavy 
force  in  our  front,  while  a  battery  of  several  guns  was  enfilading  our  en- 
tire line.  The  ammunition  of  several  regiments  became  exhausted,  and 
we  returned  to  the  wood  for  shelter,  while  we  refilled  our  boxes. 

At  this  place  Brigadier-General  Johnson's  brigade  came  up,  and  he 
formed  it  and  maiched  off  to  our  right.  We  soon  followed,  and,  by 
direction  of  Major-General  Cleburne,  took  position  on  the  left  of  Brig- 
adier-General Polk's  brigade.     The  line  now  marched  against  the  enemy 
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for  tlie  third  time.  He  was  again  posted  in  a  dense  cedar  brake.  From 
this  position  our  men  drove  him.  At  this  point  the  slaughter  seemed 
to  be  greater  than  any  other.  We  drove  the  enemy  out  of  the  woods 
and  across  a  field,  under  cover  of  a  large  number  of  guns  which  he  had 
collected  at  this  point.  The  fire  from  his  artillery  became  very  annoy- 
ing, and  the  men  took  shelter  in  the  timber.  By  direction  of  Major- 
General  Cleburne,  I  sent  forward  about  100  sharpshooters  to  pick  off 
his  horses  and  cannoneers,  but  they  could  not  cover  themselves  from 
the  fire  of  his  whole  line  of  infantry,  and  were  forced  back  to  the  edge 
of  the  field. 

About  this  time  Colonel  [A.  J.]  Vaughan,  [jr.,]  came  up  with  his  bri- 
gade, and  I  directed  it  in  position  on  my  left.  It  had  a  sharp  contest 
with  the  enemy,  driving  him  back. 

My  men,  as  reported  by  their  colonels,  having  expended  their  ammu- 
nition, I  formed  them  in  rear  of  the  cedar  brake  and  collected  parts  of 
several  regiments,  which  had  become  separated  from  their  commands, 
to  wit,  about  100  men  of  the  Forty-fifth  Alabama,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  [J.  G.]  Gilchrist;  about  70  of  the  First  Louisiana  Infantry, 
under  a  captain ;  a  part  of  a  Mississippi  regiment  of  another  corps,  all 
of  which  I  conducted  to  the  wood  near  our  ammunition  wagons. 

At  this  point  I  received  notice  from  a  staff  officer  that  our  left  was 
certainly  threatened  by  the  enemy^s  cavalry  and  infantry,  which  I  im- 
mediately communicated  to  Lieutenant  General  Hardee,  who  ordered 
me  to  take  a  position  and  protect  our  ordnance  trains.  I  ordered  the 
trains  to  move  between  my  line  and  Murfreesborough,  and  threw  out  a 
strong  picket  about  500  yards  in  advance,  facing  our  left  flank,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  retook  my  position  in  line  of  battle  imme- 
diately in  rear  of  the  cedar  brake,  where  our  last  fight  with  the  enemy 
occurred,  Brigadier- General  Liddell  on  my  left  and  Brigadier-General 
Johnson  on  my  right.  We  remained  in  line  of  battle — our  skirmishers 
fighting  frequently  in  front  and  the  enemy  shelling  the  woods  at  sun- 
down— during  the  day. 

About  2  o'clock  I  was  ordered  by  Major-General  Cleburne  to  move 
my  brigade  forward  to  a  white  house,  which  it  had  been  ascertained  the 
enemy  had  used  as  a  hospital,  to  develop  his  lines  and  ascertain  his 
force.  The  brigade  moved  promptly  across  a  corn-field  about  half  a 
mile.  As  soon  as  we  had  shown  ourselves  in  the  field,  a  terrific  fire  of 
shell,  grape,  shot,  and  minie  balls  fell  around  us.  The  brigade  pressed 
on,  firing.  As  soon  as  it  reached  a  depression  in  the  ground,  near  the 
hospital,  it  was  ordered  to  halt  and  lie  down.  The  order  was  obeyed ; 
but  in  a  few  moments  a  part  of  the  Forty-fifth  Mississippi,  which  was  on 
the  right,  advanced  beyond  the  general  line  to  some  out-houses — per- 
haps for  protection.  The  enemy's  whole  line  opened  upon  us,  and  a  bri- 
gade of  four  large  regiments  began  to  move  around  our  left  flank.  Our 
line  was  now  vertical  to  the  general  line  of  our  forces  and  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  in  advance. 

Eiding  to  the  right  to  acquaint  Major-General  Cleburne  of  these  facts, 
I  met  Captain  White,  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee's  staff,  who  informed 
me  that  the  general  desired  that  no  general  action  should  be  brought  on. 
I  immediately  ordered  the  brigade  to  fall  back,  passing  over  the  crest  of 
a  hill  to  the  rear.  This  movement  was  executed  in  good  order,  though 
the  command  suffered  severely  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  about  60 
men  refusing  to  come  back,  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
brigade  was  now  permitted  by  the  major-general,  in  consequence  of  its 
recent  fatiguing  duties,  to  retire  to  Stone's  Eiver,  cook  rations,  and  rest 
for  the  night. 
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On  the  morning  of  January  2,  by  order  of  Major-General  Cleburne, 
the  brigade  was  placed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines, 
en  echelon,  supporting  Brigadier- General  Liddell,  in  which  position  it 
remained  awaiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  or  orders,  during  the  day 
and  night.  The  enemy  shelled  the  woods  in  which  we  were  frequently 
during  the  day,  and  at  night  pushed  forward  a  regiment  at  different 
hours  on  our  skirmishers,  who  were  promptly  driven  back. 

Just  before  daylight,  the  brigade  moved  with  the  division  to  the  right 
of  the  army,  occupying  nearly  its  original  position  in  the  line  of  battle, 
where  it  remained  until  11  o'clock  that  night,  when,  by  order,  it  retired. 

I  have  to  remark  that  in  this  battle  the  brigade,  with  some  few  ex- 
ceptions, which  are  noted  in  the  reports  of  my  colonels,  behaved  with 
great  gallantry.  The  men  went  into  action  with  a  spirit  and  determina- 
tion never  before  so  clearly  shown,  and  endured  all  the  fatigues  without 
a  murmur. 

To  my  officers  commanding  I  beg  leave  to  call  attention.  Ool.  William 
B.  Wood,  of  the  Sixteenth  Alabama,  was  always  in  the  lead.  Located 
on  the  right,  and  subjected  by  our  position  to  a  cross-fire — from  the  fact 
that  the  lines  to  our  right  were  always  behind  us — he  carried  his  regi- 
ment forward,  driving  the  enemy  before  him.  Colonel  [Samuel]  Adams, 
of  the  Thirty  third  Alabama,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  [R.]  Charlton,  of 
the  Forty -fifth  Mississippi ;  also  Major  [E.  F.]  Nunn,  of  that  regiment, 
and  Major  [J.  F.]  Cameron,  of  the  Third  Confederate  Regiment,  are 
deserving  of  particular  notice. 

Captain  [A.  T.]  Hawkins,  of  the  sharpshooters,  distinguished  him- 
self in  this  action.  I  call  attention  to  the  remark  of  Major  Cameron 
with  regard  to  Adjt.  Frank  Foster,  jr.,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Mississippi. 

To  my  staff  I  am  greatly  indebted.  Captain  Palmer,  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, was  always  in  the  van,  and  was  surpassed  by  no  one  in 
deeds  of  valor ;  as  also  my  aide-de-camp,  Capt.  William  Simpson ;  as 
also  Capts.  Joshua  Sledge,  D.  Coleman,  and  my  volunteer  aide.  Captain 
Shorter,  who  was  wounded.  Lieut.  J.  Percy  Walker,  my  assistant  in- 
spector-general, is  deserving  of  especial  notice  for  gallant  services 
performed  on  this  occasion  from  first  to  last. 

In  conclusion,  the  brigade  commander  expresses  the  opinion  that  in 
this  battle  the  1,100  men  he  took  into  action  vindicated  by  their  blood 
the  determination  of  our  people  to  conquer  their  freedom  or  die  in  the 
struggle — 504  having  been  killed,  wounded,  or  captured  in  this  battle. 
Many  of  those  who  are  noted  as  missing  were  killed  or  wounded.  The 
command  is  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  again. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  A.  M.  WOOD, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding, 

Capt.  Irving  A.  Buck, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  274. 


Report  of  Col,  William  B,  Wood^  Sixteenth  Alabama  Infantry,  including 

skirmish  at  Triune,  December  27. 


— ,  1863. 


Captain  :  In  pursuance  of  the  )rder  to  report  the  movements  and  op- 
erations of  this  regiment  in  the  battles  at  Triune  and  Murfreesborough, 
on  the  27th  and  31st  ultimo,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following: 

On  the  26th  ultimo  wo  wore  ordered  to  the  front  of  Triune,  to  support 
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General  Wharton  and  repel  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  was  reported 
to  be  moving  in  that  direction  with  a  large  force.  We  remained  under 
arms  until  late  in  the  evening,  when  we  were  ordered  to  return  and  strike 
our  camps,  send  the  wagons  to  the  rear,  and  take  position  on  the  hill 
near  the  Franklin  pike. 

At  4  o'clock  on  the  27th  we  were  under  arms  and  moved  forward  to 
take  position  on  the  hills  in  front  of  Triune.  We  remained  in  that  po- 
sition, deployed  as  skirmishers,  until  9  o'clock,  when  we  were  ordered 
back  to  our  position  in  rear  of  the  town.  My  regiment  was  deployed  as 
skirmishers  just  behind  the  brow  of  the  hill  and  awaited  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  Captain  Darden  occupied  the  hill  with  his  battery.  The 
enemy  made  an  attempt  to  turn  our  left  flank  with  cavalry,  which  was 
repulsed  by  the  artillery  and  my  skirmishers  on  the  left,  the  enemy  flee- 
ing in  confusion.  About  1  o'clock  a  heavy  rain  commenced  and  con- 
tinned  for  nearly  an  hour.  As  soon  as  it  ceased,  and  we  were  able  to  see 
a  few  hundred  yards  to  the  front,  we  discovered  the  enemy  advanced 
nearly  up  to  our  lines.  We  immediately  opened  fire  upon  him  and  held 
him  in  check  until  the  artillery  was  drawn  off,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
fall  back.  As  we  were  retreating,  I  discovered  the  enemy  moving  up  on 
our  right  flank,  but  we  were  enabled  to  gain  the  turn  in  the  road  before 
they  could  cut  us  off".  A  piece  of  artillery  opened  on  them  from  this 
point  and  checked  their  advance.  Our  line  was  then  formed  on  the 
pike  and  brought  off  without  loss.  Our  casualties  were  2  men  slightly 
wounded. 

We  reached  Murfreesborough  Sunday  night,  and  Monday  morning 
were  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  line  of  battle  on  the  right  wing  near 
the  Lebanon  pike.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  Tuesday  night, 
when  we  were  ordered  across  the  river  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  on 
the  river  bank  in  an  open  field. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  we  were  in  line  of  battle  and 
moved  forward  across  the  field.  Before  we  had  advanced  100  yards  the 
enemy  opened  upon  us  with  shells.  Our  line  was  pushed  forward  across 
the  fields  to  the  woods,  where  we  discovered  the  enemy  in  a  dense  cedar 
glade,  lying  down  behind  the  rocks.  We  commenced  firing  as  soon  as 
the  skirmishers  fell  back,  and  continued  firing  for  nearly  half  an  hour, 
neither  party  yielding  any  ground.  The  general  gave  the  order  to 
"  charge,"  and  the  men,  with  a  yell,  made  a  charge  in  gallant  style,  dis- 
lodging the  enemy  from  their  strong  position  and  jiilling  scores  of  them 
as  they  fled.  We  continued  to  push  on  for  more  than  half  a  mile,  when 
we  came  upon  another  line  of  the  enemy.  Again  a  fierce  and  stubborn 
resistance  was  made.  Again  the  general  ordered  a  charge,  which  was 
made  with  like  results,  the  enemy  being  driven  for  more  than  half  a  mile 
until  they  fell  behind  a  battery  planted  near  a  large  frame  house  used 
as  a  hospital.  Our  line  was  reformed,  and,,  with  General  Polk's  brigade, 
moved  up  to  charge  the  battery.  As  we  approached,  a  few  rounds  were 
fired,  and  the  battery  was  drawn  off.  We  pursued  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, driving  the  enemy  through  the  woods,  across  a  corn-field,  and  be- 
yond the  Nolensville  pike.  As  we  approached  the  field  another  battery 
to  our  right  opened  upon  us.  We  charged  across  this  open  field  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  capture  the  battery.  About  the  time  we 
reached  another  house  used  as  a  hospital,  another  battery  (planted  on 
the  pike)  opened  a  cross  fire  upon  us,  and  at  the  same  time  a  heavy  in-, 
fantry  force,  supporting  the  battery,  opened  its  fire.  Our  ammunition 
here  gave  out,  and  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  the  woods  to  obtain 
a  supply.  It  was  now  about  11  o'clock.  Our  line  was  again  formed  and 
moved  forward  across  the  pike  and  into  the  woods,  where  we  again  en- 
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countered  the  enemy  and  opened  fire  upon  him.  We  continued  to  move 
forward  and  charge  them  whenever  they  made  a  stand,  until  they  were 
driven  nearly  2  miles.  The  fighting  in  the  afternoon  continued  for  about 
three  hours.  Our  ammunition  being  again  exhausted,  we  fell  back  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  enemy's  guns  and  obtained  a  fresh  supply.  The 
fighting  now  ceased  ou  the  left  wing,  and  night  soon  coming  on  we 
bivouacked  on  the  field. 

The  morning  of  [January]  1  we  moved  to  our  position  and  remained 
in  it  until  the  afternoon,  when  we  were  moved  forward  to  make  a  recon- 
naissance of  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Being  found  in  large  force 
and  our  position  very  much  exposed  to  the  enemy's  artillery,  we  were 
ordered  back  to  our  original  position. 

We  were  again  in  line  of  battle  on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  and  re- 
mained so  all  day  without  any  engagement  with  the  enemy.  That  night 
we  were  ordered  to  recross  the  river  and  occux^y  our  former  position  on 
the  right  wing,  which  we  did,  and  remained  there  until  11  o'clock  that 
night,  when  ordered  on  the  retreat. 

I  lost  in  the  battle  of  the  31st  ultimo  24  killed,  of  whom  4  were  lieu- 
tenants, and  142  wounded,  among  whom  were  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hel- 
venston.  Major  [J.  H.]  McGaughy,  and  Adjutant  [B.  A.]  Wilson,  and  6 
lieutenants.     A  list*  of  the  killed  and  wounded  is  herewith  forwarded. 

My  regiment  encountered  the  One  hundred  and  first  Ohio  Regiment, 
commanded  by  Colonel  [Leander]  Stem,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight. 
We  wounded  and  captured  the  colonel  and  killed  the  lieutenant-colonel. 
We  next  fought  the  Twenty-fifth  [Thirty-eighth]  and  Twenty-first 
Illinois,  and  Eighty  first  Indiana,  and  Fifteenth  Wisconsin  Regimeuts, 
killing  and  wounding  a  number  of  the  officers  and  men. 

I  feel  proud  in  being  able  to  report  that  most  of  my  officers  and  men 
behaved  with  signal  courage  and  unflinching  bravery  duriug  the  whole 
action.  There  were  some  instances  of  peculiar  gallantry  displayed  which 
came  under  my  notice,  and  no  doubt  others  equally  creditable  occurred 
which  I  may  not  have  observed.  I  mention  Adjt.  B.  A.  Wilson,  who,  after 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Helvenston  and  Major  McGaughy  were  wounded, 
rendered  efficient  services  in  leading  the  left  wing  of  the  regiment  in  the 
charges  which  were  made,  until  he  fell,  severely  wounded.  Sergt.  Maj. 
Robert  [H.]  Cherry,  finding  Company  I  without  an  officer  during  the 
action,  assumed  command,  and  gallantly  led  them  through  the  fight. 
Private  Harvey  G.  Sargent,  of  Company  H,  is  reported  as  having  be- 
haved very  gallantly;  he  lost  an  arm,  and  deserves  promotion.  Privates 
William  Boyce  and  James  Peeden,  of  Company  0 ;  Color-Sergt.  [Will- 
iam] Drury  Bowen,  of  Company  H ;  Sergt.  H.  W.  Rutland,  of  Company 
A  ;  Private  Peter  White,  of  Company  F,  and  Private  Robert  Williams, 
of  Company  B,  acted  with  courage  and  bravery.  Private  H.  D.  Smith, 
of  Company  A,  received  a  wound  in  one  leg,  but  continued  on  the  field, 
fighting,  until  he  was  wounded  in  the  other  leg.  lie  is  a  young  man  s 
deserving  consideration.  ^ 

Among  ihe  officers  who  displayed  signal  gallantry  I  noticed  Captain 

4 William]  Hodges,  of  Company  F ;  Lieutenant  [C]  Davis,  of  Company 
5;  Lieutenant  [G.  W.  W.]  Jones,  of  Comjjany  G;  Lieutenant  [G.]  Pride, 
of  Company  A,  and  Lieutenant  [C.  F.]  Carson,  of  Company  C,  who  re- 
mained on  the  field  after  he  was  wounded ;  Lieutenant  [T.  J.]  Salter,  of 
Company  D,  who  was  wounded  and  left  the  field,  had  his  wound  dressed, 
returned  again  to  his  duties,  and  remained  until  compelled  by  suffering 
to  leave.     Lieutenants  [D.  W.]  Alexander  and  [D.  O.]  Warren,  of  Com- 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  679. 
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pany  F,  were  with  their  command  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
battle.  Lieutenants  [William  S.]  Humphries  and  [J.  N.]  Watson,  of 
Company  K,  were  also  with  their  command  throughout  the  whole  en- 
gagement. The  gallant  dead  and  wounded  fully  discharged  their  duties 
until  they  fell. 

I  mention  with  pleasure  the  efficient  services  of  Capt.  T.  A.  Kimball, 
chaplain  of  the  regiment,  who  took  charge  of  the  infirmary  corps,  and 
followed  close  behind  the  regiment,  removing  the  wounded  as  soon  as 
they  fell,  himself  dressing  many  of  the  wounds. 

Surg.  F.  S.  McMahon  and  Assistant  Surgeon  [William  M.]  Mayes 
were  at  their  posts,  discharging  their  duties  faithfully,  promptly,  and 
efficiently. 

Kespectfully  submitted. 

W.  B.  WOOD, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Sixteenth  Alabama  Regiment, 

[Capt.]  O.  S.  Palmer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


^o,  275. 

Report  of  Col,  Samuel  Adains,  Thirty-third  Alabama  Infantry, 

Estill  Springs,  Tenn.,  January  7, 1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  circular  of  this  date,  headquarters  Wood's  bri- 
gade, I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  24th  ultimo  I  arrived  at  Triune, 
Tenn.,  at  which  place  my  regiment  was  encamped,  doing  outpost  duty. 
On  26th  of  same  month  I  resumed  command  of  it.  At  1  p.  m.  on  that 
day  my  regiment  was  ordered  forward  to  meet  the  advance  of  the  enemy. 
The  regiment,  in  accordance  with  orders,  moved  forward  about  2  miles* 
from  Triune  and  halted  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered  to  form 
line  of  battle  about  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  Triune,  in  which  position  it 
remained  until  4  a.  m.,  December  27,  when  it  was  ordered  to  form  line 
of  battle  on  the  road  leading  from  Triune  to  Murfreesborough,  about  300 
yards  from  the  village.  At  this  place  until  about  9  a.  m.,  when  it  was 
ordered  to  move  across  the  bridge  on  the  turnpike  road  leading  to  Shel- 
byviile,  about  2  miles  from  Triune,  and  form  line  of  battle  on  the  range 
of  hills  immediately  south  of  it.  At  this  place  it  remained  until  3  a. 
m.,  when  it  was  ordered  by  General  Wood  to  fall  back  in  rear  of  his 
brigade  on  the  Shelbyville  turnpike. 

On  night  of  December  28,  it  encamped  about  1  mile  west  of  Murfrees- 
borough. 

On  December  29,  it  formed  line  of  battle  near  the  Nashville  turnpike, 
about  IJ  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  about  1,000  yards  in  rear  of  the 
line  formed  by  General  Breckinridge's  command,  on  the  right  wing  of 
the  enemy. 

On  the  night  of  December  30,  it  moved  across  the  river  to  the  west 
wing  of  the  army,  and  about  12  p.  m.  encamped  on  the  banks  of  Stone's 
Kiver,  about  IJ  miles  from  Murfreesborough. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  it  was  ordered  forward,  and 
about  sunset  attacked  the  enemy's  lines.  The  enemy  were  in  a  thick 
cedar  thicket.  Going  down,  I  ordered  my  regiment  not  to  fire  until  the 
enemy  could  be  plainly  seen.  The  Sixteenth  Alabama  Eegiment,  which 
was  on  the  right  of  my  regiment,  fired  two  or  three  rounds  before  the 
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enemy  in  front  of  my  regiment  could  be  seen.  When  I  first  saw  the 
enemy  he  was  about  140  yards  off,  and  I  immediately  gave  the  command 
to  my  regiment  to  fire.  In  about  ten  minutes  after  the  firing  commenced 
the  enemy's  lines  in  front  of  my  reghnent  commenced  giving  way.  I 
immediately  ordered  my  regiment  forward,  which  order  it  promptly 
obeyed,  running  at  a  rapid  pace  and  firing  as  it  advanced.  It  pursued 
the  enemy  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  the  line  became  confused  by  the 
regiments,  both  on  the  right  and  left,  pressing  toward  the  center ;  it 
was  halted  by  General  Wood  and  formed.  After  being  formed  in  order, 
it  moved  forward  about  half  a  mile,  when  it  was  within  200  yards  of  one 
of  the  enemy's  batteries,  strongly  posted  in  an  open  field  immediately 
in  my  front  line,  in  a  secure  position.  I  halted  the  regiment  until  1 
ascertained  that  the  battery  could  not  attack,  and  then  mov^ed  my  reg- 
iment back  about  75  yards  to  support  one  pf  our  batteries  on  the  right 
of  my  regiment.  This  position  I  Ijeld  until  the  pieces  were  removed, 
when  I  ordered  my  regiment  to  fall  back  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
it  with  ammunition. 

About  12  m.  my  regiment,  with  the  brigade,  was,  by  order  of  General 
Wood,  moved  forward  for  about  half  a  mile,  when  the  regiments  on  the 
right  of  my  regiment  opened  fire ;  but  I  not  being  able  to  see  the  enemy, 
ordered  my  regiment  to  move  forward.  When  it  had  advanced  about 
25  yards,  the  enemy,  who  had  been  lying  down,  rose  and  moved  rapidly 
away. 

At  this  time  my  regiment,  by  my  order,  commenced  firing.  I  pursued 
the  enemy  for  about  400  yards  to  the  edge  of  the  wood.  The  enemy  had 
taken  a  position  in  the  open  field  too  strong  to  be  taken. 

On  January  1,  1863,  my  regiment  moved  forward  through  an  open 
field  to  a  hospital,  about  200  yards  from  the  enemy's  lines.  In  this  posi- 
tion it  remained  about  twenty  minutes  under  the  fire  of  the  large  and 
small  arms  of  the  enemy,  and  was  then  ordered  by  General  Wood  back 
to  its  original  position. 

On  January  2,  my  regiment  during  the  day  remained  in  line  of  battle 
in  the  same  position  until  about  11  a.  m.,  when  it  was  ordered  to  cross 
the  river  and  form  line  of  battle  near  its  original  position  on  the  right 
wing  of  the  army. 

In  this  position  it  remained  until  about  11  p.  m.,  January  3,  at  which 
[time]  it  was  ordered  to  fall  back  from  Murfreesborough.  For  nine  days 
my  men  were  continually  marching,  in  line  of  battle,  or  actually  engaged 
In  fighting  j  very  frequently  slept  in  the  rain  without  tents,  and  during 
the  whole  time  not  a  word  of  complaint  was  heard  until  they  learned 
that  they  were  to  fall  back  from  Murfreesborough. 

In  this  battle  the  regiment,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  men,  acted 
very  bravely.  Many  of  them,  when  the  regiment  was  moving  forward, 
utterly  regardless  of  their  safety,  were  at  all  times  far  in  advance  of  the 
line.  When  I  ordered  the  regiment  forward,  it  always  promptly  obeyed, 
and  when  it  was  retiring  it  as  promptly  obeyed  the  command  "  halt." 

In  these  engagements  Gapt.  W.  E.  Dodson,  commanding  Company  C, 
and  Gapt.  Thomas  Seay,  commanding  Company  K,  acted  with  much 
coolness  and  bravery,  being  in  all  forward  movements  in  advance  of  the 
regiment,  cheering  their  men  forward. 

Kear  the  close  of  December  31,  1862,  Captain  Seay  fell,  severely 
wounded.  Sergeant- Major  Mizell,  at  his  own  request,  carried  a  gun 
into  the  action  on  31st,  and  took  position  near  the  colors.  He  fell,  mor- 
tally wounded,  in  the  first  charge,  in  advance  of  the  regiment,  cheering 
the  men  forward. 
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Corpl.  Isaac  E.  Smith,  Company  C  ;  Sergeant  Stewart,  Company  H  5 
Private  Byrd,  Company  I ;  Private  Foster,  Company  E  j  Private  liiley, 
Company  D,  each  acted  with  much  coolness  and  bravery  during  the 
engagements. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  ADAMS, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Thirty-third  Alabama  Regiment 

Capt.  O.  S.  Palmer, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


No.  276. 
Report  ofMaj,  «7.  F,  Cameron,  Third  Confederate  Infantry, 

Manchester,  Tenn.,  January  5, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  killed,  wounded, 
missing,  and  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Third  Confederate  Regiment, 
together  with  the  part  taken  by  my  command,  in  action  at  Murfrees- 
borough  December  31,  1862  : 

My  command  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade  on  Tuesday, 
[December]  30,  and  remained  on  the  field  until'  the  army  fell  back. 
During  the  engagement  of  Wednesday  fought  in  line  of  battle,  but  find- 
ing my  command  more  efficient  when  deployed,  I  moved  in  front  of  the 
brigade  about  12  o'clock  Wednesday.  The  brigade  was  ordered  to  charge 
the  enemy,  strongly  posted  in  a  skirt  of  timber  some  500  yards  distant, 
a  corn -field  intervening.  Having  no  support,  it  was  repulsed.  I  with- 
drew my  command  under  cover  of  a  captured  hospital,  when  I  reorgan- 
ized my  regiment  and  rejoined  my  brigade.  During  the  afternoon  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  General  Johnson,  being  too  much 
to  the  left  of  that  command.  The  enemy  immediately  appeared  in  our 
front.  I  deployed  my  regiment  on  the  right  of  the  fourth  company  and 
opened  fire.  The  enemy's  line  was  posted  behind  a  fence.  With  the 
aid  of  50  stragglers,  I  charged  the  fence,  driving  the  enemy,  capturing 
their  colors  and  about  30  prisoners.  The  brigade  then  opened  upon  the 
retreating  Abolitionists,  killing  great  numbers. 

My  command  being  much  reduced,  General  Wood  honored  me  with  a 
position  on  his  staff*  during  the  fight  of  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday. 

The  conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  without  excep- 
tion, was  worthy  of  all  praise.  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
eral to  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Frank  Foster,  jr.,  of  the  Forty  fifth  Missis- 
sippi Regiment.  Ever  hy  my  side,  he  displayed  great  gallantry  and 
coolness.  Seizing  the  standard,  he  rallied  hundreds  of  panic-stricken 
men,  thereby  reforming  our  then  thin  ranks. 

Lieutenant  [H.  H.]  Davis,  Company  E,  was  badly  wounded  and  left 
at  hospital  at  Murfreesborough.  All  the  remainder  of  my  wounded  are 
within  our  lines. 

Yery  respectfully, 

J.  F.  CAMEROK, 
Major,  Commandmg, 

Capt.  O.  S.  Palmer, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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No.  277. 

BepcH  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  Charlton,  Forty -fifth  Mississippi  Infantry,  includ- 
ing skirmishes  near  Triune,  December  27. 

Bivouac  near  Manchester,  Tenn., 

January  5,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the  part 
my  command  took  in  the  action  at  Triune,  December  27,  1862,  and  at 
Murfreesborough  on  December  31,  [1862,]  and  January  1,  1863 : 

On  the  26th  ultimo  my  command  moved  out  on  the  road  leading  to 
Nashville.  We  moved  in  rear  of  Triune  that  night  and  bivouacked.  A 
detail  was  sent  to  cook  two  days'  rations  and  returned  during  the  night. 
At  4  a.  m.  of  the  27th,  under  direction  of  Captain  Palmer,  my  command 
took  position  as  follows,  viz :  The  four  right  companies,  under  command 
of  Major  [E.  F.]  Nunn,  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  of  the 
pike,  1  mile  north  of  Triune,  the  four  remaining  companies  supporting 
a  section  of  Darden's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  [F.  W.]  Coleman.  About 
9  o'clock  the  advance  columns  of  the  enemy  came  in  sight.  Our  battery 
immediately  opened  fire  on  them,  and,  after  firing  some  90  or  100  rounds, 
the  artillery  withdrew.  I  immediately  deployed  the  four  remaining  com- 
panies as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the  pike.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  came  in  sight,  and  my  command  opened  a  heavy 
fire  upon  them,  and  continued  until  ordered  to  fall  back  by  General 
Wharton  to  a  fence  some  300  yards  in  our  rear,  where  we  again  opened 
fire  on  the  enemy.  General  Wharton's  cavalry  behaved  in  the  most 
gallant  manner,  protecting  my  fianks  while  retreating. 

I  then  joined  the  brigade,  leaving  one  company  under  Lieutenant  [Will- 
iam] Fox  to  cut  the  bridge.  Having  arrived  at  my  position,  two  of  my 
companies  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  of  the  line  of  the 
Sixteenth  Alabama  Eegiment,  under  Captain  [E.  J.J  Marett  and  Lieu- 
tenant [H.  P.]  Haynes.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  came  in  sight.  Our 
skirmishers  engaged  him  while  the  reserve  marched  in  retreat  toward 
Murfreesborough.  In  a  few  moments  the  two  companies  deployed  joined 
the  regiment. 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  I  was  placed  on  the  right  of  the 
Thirty-third  Alabama  and  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle.  About  8 
o'clock  we  engaged  the  enemy  and  drove  him  back.  Just  as  we  were 
entering  an  0})en  woods  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  on  our  lines.  The 
command  was  given  to  halt  and  repeated  by  some  one  as  forward.  The 
men  became  confused  and  our  lines  were  again  formed.  At  this  point 
Major  [J.  F.J  Cameron,  of  Third  Confederate,  aided  me  in  forming  ray 
line  and  attached  his  command  on  my  left.  We  next  charged  the  enemy 
in  an  open  field  and  were  driven  back,  the  brigade  on  our  left  failing  to 
move  forward,  and  thus  leaving  our  flank  exposed.  Having  exhausted 
our  ammunition,  we  were  ordered  to  a  hospital  of  the  enemy  to  fill  our 
boxes.  We  again  moved  forward  and  engaged  the  enemy,  strongly 
posted  behind  a  stone  pile  and  cedar  glade,  and  drove  him  from  his  posi- 
tion to  an  open  field,  capturing  some  60  or  70  prisoners.  A  brigade  of 
Cheatham's  division  moved  forward  on  my  left,  overlapping  my  regi- 
ment. Part  of  my  command  moved  forward  with  this  brigade  and  were 
cut  off  from  the  regiment  for  awhile.  About  4  o'clock  we  were  ordered 
by  Capt.  William  Clare  to  join  the  brigade,  some  400  yards  in  our  rear. 
We  did  not  engage  the  enemy  any  more  during  the  day. 

January  1,  about  2  o'clock,  the  brigade  was  ordered  forward.  Ad- 
vancing about  half  a  mile,  we  were  ordered  to  halt.    Seeing  the  left  of  the 
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brig  ide  was  moving,  I  gave  the  command  "  forward."  The  enemy  were 
strojgly  posted  behind  some  stables  and  a  gin-[house].  We  charged 
and  drove  him  from  this  strong  position,  aided  in  part  by  the  Third  Con- 
federate Kegiment,  the  enemy  pouring  a  perfect  hail-storm  of  canister 
and  grape  upon  us.  Perceiving  the  enemy  were  flanking  me  on  the 
right,  I  ordered  Major  [E.  F.j  Nunn  to  report  th€  fact  to  you.  He  re- 
turned and  informed  me  that  the  brigade  was  falling  back.  I  then 
ordered  my  men  to  fall  back,  covering  themselve;s  as  far  as  possible  by 
a  line  of  fence.  Duiing  this  move  I  am  confident  many  of  my  men  were 
killed  and  wounded. 

I^ever  did  men  act  more  gallantly  than  these  men  under  my  charge 
in  this  move,  and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  during  all  the  battles.  The 
actions  of  Sergeants  Asberry,  Doolittle,  Morrison,  Yaughan,  and  Stew- 
art, Lieut.  G.  W.  Williams,  Sergeant-Major  Kern,  and  Corporals  Mallett, 
Hackler,  and  Read,  and  Private  McChadiu  are  worthy  of  mention.  I 
take  particular  pleasure  in  recommending  Corpl.  J.  D.  Read  for  promo- 
tion. When  two  color-bearers  were  shot  down,  he  nobly  volunteered  to 
bear  the  colors.  He  is  every  way  qualified  for  an  oiDBcer.  Major  Nunn 
and  Adjutant  [F.J  Foster,  jr.,  acted,  as  usual,  cool  and  deliberate,  and 
aided  me  materially  in  controlling  the  regiment.  Wo  entered  the  fight 
with  217  men  and  officers. 


Officers.. 
Privates. 


Total 

Total  casualties  since  December  26,  1862. 

Aggregate 


% 


5 
35 


40 


.a 

CD 


6 

61 


67 


■3 

o 
H 


13 
99 


112 
6 

118 


Of  this  number  3  officers  reported  missing  were  either  killed  or 
wounded  and  23  men. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  CHARLTOI^, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Commanding  Forty -fifth  Mississippi, 
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Report  of  Capt,  A,  T.  HawJcins,  Fifteenth  Battalion  Mississippi  Sharp- 
shooters. 

January  7, 1863. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  circulars,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
he  following  report,  viz : 

On  Wednesday  morning,  December  31, 1862,  about  7  o'clock.  General 
S.  A.  M.  Wood's  brigade  was  formed  in  line  of  battle  about  half  a  mile 
back  of  the  position  occupied  by  General  McCown.  The  battalion  of 
sharpshooters,  consisting  of  two  companies,  numbering  78  officers  and 
men,  was  formed  on  the  right  of  the  brigade.  After  advancing  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile,  the  firing  became  brisk,  and  one  platoon  of  the  sharp- 
shooters was  thrown  out  to  feel  for  the  enemy.  They  were  not  long  in 
finding  them,  and  were  rallied  on  the  reserve;  fell  in  with  the  brigade, 
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and  moved  on  into  the  general  engagement.  They  fought  with  the  bri- 
gade during  the  day,  except  when  the  brigade  was  to  the  rear  procuring 
ammunition.  The  sharpshooters  remained  with  some  pieces  of  artillery, 
commanded  by  Major  [Oapt.  T.  R.]  Hotchkiss,  amusing  themselves  by 
firing  at  some  Yankee  cannoneers. 

Both  officers  and  men  fought  bravely  throughout  the  day.  I^ot  one 
commissioned  officer  was  absent  from  his  post,  and  most  of  the  com- 
mand, both  officers  and  men,  deserve  marked  attention  for  their  bravery 
throughout  the  fight. 

On  Thursday  morning,  January  1,  1863,  this  command  was  thrown 
out  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  General  LiddelFs  skirmishers,  and  with 
them  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  enemy^s  pickets  about  a  mile,  leaving 
us  in  fine  view  of  the  enemy's  movements  on  the  Nashville  pike,  about 
4  or  5  miles  above  Murfreesborough.  In  this  engagement  we  had  no 
one  killed  or  wounded. 

The  following  is  a  list*  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  fight  on  Wed- 
nesday : 


B 

'6 
1 

a 

1 

o 
H 

Conrpany  A : 

OfiBcers 

Ifon-commissioned  ofQcers 

4 
11 

....„ 

4 

Privates 

1 

14 

Total 

1 

15 

2 

18 

Company  B  : 

Officers 

1 
1 

1 

Kou-commissioiied  officers 

1 

Privates 

9 

3 

12 

Total 

2 

9 

3 

14 

Afferesate 

3 

24 

5 

32 

A.  T.  HAWKINS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Sharpshooters ,  Wood^s  Brigade. 


Kg.  279. 
Reports  of  Capt,  Henry  C,  Semple,  Alabama  Battery, 

January  —,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  battery  of  six  Napoleon  guns 
was  ordered  on  the  30th  [ultimo]  to  report  to  General  Breckinridge,  on 
the  right;  that  we  were  put  in  position  on  an  eminence  near  the  river, 
commanding  the  points  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  near  the  enemy's 
left.  An  earthwork  had  been  constructed  the  night  before  in  which  the 
guns  were  placed,  and  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  action  fire 
was  opened  on  us  by  a  battery  of  rifled  guns  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  to  which  we  did  not  reply,  and  late  in  the  day,  after  firing  a  few 
rounds  at  the  lines  of  the  enemy,  which  seemed  to  be  retiring  before  our 
men,  we  were  ordered  to  another  position,  in  which  Cobb's  battery  and 
a  part  of  Lumsden's  were  already  in  position.  From  this  point  we  were 
frequently  engaged  with  the  enemy's  infantry ;  on  several  occasions  at 

*  Nominal  list  omi  tt ed. 
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a  range  to  make  our  fire  very  effective.  Occasionally  ^\  e  replied  to  a 
rifled  battery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  :fiver,  but,  under  the  orders  we 
had  received,  we  were  ol)liged  to  husband  our  ammunition  carefully,  and 
engaged  as  little  as  possible  with  the  artillery  of  the  enemy.  Several 
men  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  batteries  near  us,  but  we  escaped 
without  other  loss  than  1  man  wounded  and  2  horses. 

On  the  next  day  I  was  ordered  again  to  report  to  General  Cleburne, 
and  did  so.  I  had  asked  to  be  relieved  from  duty  as  acting  chief 
of  artillery  of  our  division  before  the  engagement  of  the  31st,  and 
Major  Hotchkiss  had  been  appointed  to  act  in  my  place,  but,  as  he  was 
wounded,  General  Cleburne  again  ordered  me  to  act  in  that  capacity. 

On  Friday,  the  2d,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Bragg  to  send  two  sec- 
tions of  the  battery  to  report  to  him  at  a  point  on  the  Nashville  pike 
near  the  river.  I  accordingly  sent  two  sections,  with  First  Lieutenant 
Fitzpatrick  and  Second  Lieutenant  Pollard,  and  they  were  put  in  posi- 
tion on  the  ground  on  our  extreme  right  about  4  p.  m.,  from  which  the 
enemy  had  just  been  driven  by  the  attack  of  Hanson's,  Preston's,  and 
Adams'  brigades.  Lieutenant  Fitzpatrick,  who  is  now  quite  unwell, 
will  soon  make  to  you  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  two  sections  in 
that  fierce  and  bloody  conflict.  Our  infantry  were  finally  driven  back 
in  great  confusion,  and  all  the  cannoneers,  but  two,  and  two  of  the  driv- 
ers of  one  of  the  pieces  being  shot  down,  and  three  of  the  horses  from 
the  limber.  Including  both  the  wheel  horses,  our  infantry  finding  them 
fleeing  in  rear  of  the  piece,  and  the  enemy  pai)idly  advancing  at  not 
more  than  150  yards,  the  last  round  of  ammunition  having  been  fired 
from  it,  the  piece  was  left  on  the  field,  and,  together  with  two  guns  of 
Wright's  battery,  in  position  near  it,  fell  into  their  hands. 

There  were  only  45  men,  including  the  ofi&cers,  drivers,  and  cannon- 
eers, on  the  field,  of  .whom  20,  together  with  14  horses,  were  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  space  of  thirty  minutes. 

The  killed*  and  wounded  were:  KiUed — privates,  1.  Wounded — 
commissioned  of&cer,  1 ;  non-commissioned  officers,  4 ;  privates,  14. 
Total,  20. 

Eesi^ectfully, 

HEKRY  C.  SEMPLE, 
Captain^  Comdg,  Light  Artillery^  WoocPs  Brigade, 

Brigadier-General  [S.  A.  M.]  Wood. 


TuLLAHOMA,  Tenn.,  January  23, 1863. 

Sir  :  My  battery  of  six  12-pounder  Napoleon  guns  was  ordered  to  re- 
port to  Major  [R.  E.]  Graves,  chief  of  artillery  of  General  Breckinridge's 
division,  and  1  requested  to  be  relieved  of  the  temporary  appointment 
of  chief  of  artillery  of  your  staff  in  order  that  I  might  be  with  it. 

On  December  30,  [1862,]  we  were  put  in  position  on  an  eminence  just 
in  front  of  General  Hanson's  brigade,  but  during  the  night  I  was  ordered 
to  examine  the  ground  in  front  of  the  left  of  our  right  wing,  and  to 
attend  at  the  construction  of  an  earthwork  with  two  faces  in  the  field 
near  the  river,  and  somewhat  to  the  left  and  in  rear  of  another  earth- 
work, in  which  Cobb's  battery  and  a  part  of  the  whole  of  Lumsden's 
rifle  battery  were  then  in  position.  We  went  to  our  position  about  day- 
light, and  early  in  the  morning  a  section  of  my  battery,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Pollard,  was  withdrawn  and  sent  to  another  part  of  the  field,  by 
order  of  Major  Graves.    Although  we  were  frequently  under  fire  of  the 
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enemy's  batteries,  somewhat  in  front  of  Cobb's  batteries,  we  covered 
ourselves  as  well  as  we  could  under  the  earthwork,  and  made  no  reply 
until  a  fierce  engagement  took  place  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
when  we  had  an  opportunity  of  firing  into  the  enemy  with  an  enfilading 
fire  at  good  range.  After  about  30  rounds  fired  from  each  piece  at  this 
X3oint,  we  were  ordered  to  limber  up  and  advance  to  the  position  occupied 
by  Cobb's  and  Lumsden's  batteries,  about  500  yards  to  the  right  and 
front.  This  was  about  12  or  1  o'clock,  and  as  soon  as  we  arrived  we 
opened  upon  a  battery  of  eight  or  ten  rifled  guns  at  about  1,000  yards, 
which  was  pouring  its  fire  into  our  infantry,  then  advancing  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  and  in  a  very  short  time  directed  their  fire  to 
us.  Our  infantry  continued  to  advance  over  this  hotly  contested  field, 
and  in  about  twenty  minutes  drove  the  enenjy  in  masses  past  us  at  very 
short  range,  so  that  we  fired  into  them  several  rounds  of  double- shotted 
canister  at  about  550  yards  from  the  eminence  above  them.  The  enemy 
then  endeavored  to  reform  their  lines  under  cover  of  the  timber  inter- 
vening between  them  and  our  troops,  when  we  fired  into  them  with 
spherical  case,  and  caused  them  to  move  off  farther  to  their  right. 

Such  was  the  excellence  of  the  earthwork  constructed  by  Major 
Graves'  orders,  and  the  commanding  character  of  the  position,  that  we 
did  not  lose  a  single  man,  and  had  only  two  horses  wounded  here.  The 
casualties  in  Cobb's  battery,  next  to  us,  were,  however,  quite  serious. 
We  remained  in  this  position  until  about  4  a.  m.  on  the  1st,  when  I  was 
ordered  to  report  to  you,  which  1  did,  at  your  position  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river,  about  sunrise.  In  the  march  to  join  you,  I  met  Lieu- 
tenant Pollard,  who,  with  one  section  of  my  battery,  had  acted  with  a 
part  of  the  Washington  Artillery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  with- 
out any  casualty,  except  the  loss  of  two  horses  and  one  man  slightly 
wounded. 

Major  Hotchkiss,  acting  chief  of  artillery  in  your  division,  having 
been  wounded  on  the  31st,  I  was  ordered,  on  joining  you,  to  act  in  that 
capacity. 

On  the  1st,  neither  my  battery  nor  any  part  of  the  artillery  of  the 
division  was  engaged,  except  Swett's  battery,  which  advanced  on  our 
extreme  left  with  Liddell's  brigade,  and  fired  a  few  rounds  into  the  en- 
emy, who  then  appeared  to  be  retreating  toward  and  up  the  Nashville 
pike. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2d,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Bragg  to  send  four 
pieces  of  my  battery  to  report  to  him  at  the  junction  of  the  Wilkinson 
and  I^ashville  pikes,  and  accordingly  I  sent  two  sections  (the  right  and 
left),  under  First  Lieutenant  [E.  J.]  Fitzpatrick  and  Second  Lieutenant 
[J.]  Pollard.  They  were  engaged  in  the  extreme  advance  and  right  of 
the  artillery  which  supported  the  attack  made  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d 
by  a  part  of  Breckinridge's  division  on  the  enemy's  left  wing.  Captain 
[F.  H.]  Eobertson,  General  Polk's  chief  of  artillery,  and  Major  Graves, 
chief  of  artillery  General  Breckinridge's  division,  expressed  themselves 
as  well  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  the  battery,  but  the  infantry  fell 
back  in  such  confusion,  and  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  so  deadly,  that 
when  Mr.  [Lieutenant]  Fitzpatrick  attempted,  under  Major  Graves' 
orders,  to  draw  off  the  pieces,  one  of  them  was  left  on  the  field.  Mr. 
[Lieutenant]  F[itzpatrick]  reports  to  me  that  two  of  the  drivers  and  four 
of  the  horses  of  this  piece  were  killed  or  wounded ;  all  the  cannoneers 
except  two  were  killed  or  wounded.  Our  infantry  had  passed  them  in 
hurried  flight,  the  last  at  least  150  yards,  and  the  enemy  were  advanc- 
ing in  front  and  on  the  flank  not  more  than  100  yards  distant. 

In  this  short  engagement  (half  an  hour),  of  the  45  men  and  officers 
taken  on  the  field,  20  [were  either]  killed  or  wounded ;  10  (including 
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Lieutenant  Pollard,  whose  right  arm  and  leg  were  broken  bj  musket 
shots),  were  killed  or  severely  wounded,  and  10  with  14  horses)  slightly 
wounded. 

I  found  upon  the  field,  and  appropriated  to  my  use,  about  130  rounds 
of  excellent  12  pounder  fixed  ammunition,  and  also  the  rear  part  of  a 
caisson,  which  I  took  in  place  of  one  of  mine. 

HENRY  C.  SEMPLE, 
Captain  Company  Light  Artillery, 

Major-General  fP.  R.]  Cleburne. 


No.  280. 


Reports  of  Maj,  Gen,  John  P.  McCown,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  division. 

Smithes  corps, 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  January  16,  1863. 

Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee, 

C,  8,  Army,  Tullahoma,  Tenn, : 

General  :  I  send  in  my  report  of  the  part  my  division  took  in  the 
battle  in  front  of  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  on  January  [December]  31, 
1862.    The  accompanying  papers,  including  subordinate  reports,  I  hope 
will  give  you  all  the  information  you  desire. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  P.  McCOWN, 

Major-General, 

[Inoloanrea.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Smith's  Corps, 

Shelbyville  J  Tenn.,  January  20,  1863. 

Having  acted  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  at  the 
battle  before  Murfreesborough,  on  December  31, 1862, 1  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division  : 

My  division  is  composed  of  three  brigades,  constituted  as  folio ws,t 
»    *    *    my  effective  force  being  about  4,000  men. 

My  command  was  located  at  Readyville,  Tenn.,  12  miles  east  of  Mur- 
freesborough. 

At  12  o'clock,  on  the  night  of  December  26, 1  received  orders  from  the 
general  commanding  to  move  at  once  to  Murfreesborough.  I  arrived  at 
9  a.  m.  on  the  27th,  this  march  being  made  in  a  cold  and  drenching  rain. 
In  obedience  to  orders,  my  division  was  posted  near  the  Nashville  pike, 
behind  Stone's  River,  as  the  reserve  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 

On  the  29th,  I  moved  my  division  to  our  extreme  left,  to  fill  an  inter- 
val between  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  left  and  the  Triune  road.  Not 
finding  an  interval,  I  posted  my  command  on  the  left  of  the  Triune  road, 
in  a  lane  at  nearly  right  angles  to  said  road,  and  about  150  yards  in  ad- 
vance of  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  advance  line,  with  Brigadier-General 
McNair's  brigade  in  reserve ;  two  batteries  in  reserve,  and  one  (Eufaula 
Light  Artillery)  near  my  center. 

On  the  30th,  the  enemy  extended  his  lines  to  our  left,  placing  in  posi- 
tion several  batteries,  and  later  in  the  day  made  a  determined  attack 
upon  Kobertson's  battery,  placed  on  General  Polk's  left.  I  directed  the 
Eufaula  Light  Artillery  to  be  posted  so  as  to  take  the  enemy's  line  and 
one  battery  in  flank.  Brigadier- General  Eains  executed  this  order,  in 
person,  with  considerable  damage  to  the  enemy. 

t  See  Organization  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  No.  189,  p.  660. 


912  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXn. 

About  this  time  another  battery  opened  upon  my  front,  killing  and 
wounding  about  30  of  my  command,  principally  from  Brigadier- General 
McNair's  brigade.  Night  closed  this  almost  a  battle.  During  the  night 
the  encDiy  extended  liis  lines,  covering  my  front. 

At  the  dawn  of  day,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee,  I  moved  my  reserve  brigade  (McNair's)  and  placed  it  on  my 
right,  and  moved  upon  the  enemy  in  my  front,  about  600  or  800  yards 
distant.  I  will  here  state  that  Major-General  Cleburne's  division  was 
placed  in  rear  of  my  command  as  a  second  line.  The  Triune  road  turned 
square  to  theleft  about  150  yards  in  front  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk's 
left,  and  again  square  to  the  right  about  400  yards  from  the  first  turn. 
An  open  field  on  my  entire  front ;  on  the  right  of  the  field  and  in  front 
of  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  left  was  a  cedar  brake. 

As  I  advanced,  my  right  flank  received  a  galling  fire  from  this  brake, 
as  well  as  Id  my  front,  from  both  infantry  and  artillery.  My  men  ad- 
vanced steadily,  reserving  their  fire  until  they  were  but  a  short  distance 
from  the  enemy's  position.  A  volley  was  delivered,  and  their  position 
and  batteries  taken  with  the  bayonet,  leaving  the  ground  covered  with 
his  dead  and  wounded,  leaving  also  many  prisoners  in  our  hands ;  among 
them  Brigadier  General  [August]  Willich,  captured  by  Mr.  James  Stone, 
volunteer  aide  to  General  McNair,  and  another  officer  representing  him- 
self as  a  brigadier- general  (name  forgotten),  captured  by  General  Mc- 
Nair's orderly,  volunteer  King.  The  enemy  made  several  attempts  to 
rally,  but  failed,  being  closely  pressed  by  my  men,  their  defeat  becom- 
ing almost  a  rout.  The  enemy  was  pressed  near  a  mile.  The  force  of 
the  enemy  in  my  front  prevented  me  throwing  forward  my  left  wing  as 
soon  as  instructed  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  pushed  a  force  to  my  right  and  rear,  close 
upon  the  battery  captured  on  my  right.  Captain  [J.  P.]  Douglas  com- 
ing up  with  his  battery,  came  close  upon  this  body  of  the  enemy,  discov- 
ering that  the  enemy  supposed  it  to  be  a  Federal  battery.  He  obliqued 
to  the  left,  came  into  battery,  not  bearing  on  the  enemy,  they  waving 
their  flags  at  him.  In  an  instant  he  turned  his  guns  upon  them  and 
opened  with  canister.  The  surprise  was  complete,  and  the  enemy  fell 
back  in  considerable  disorder. 

About  this  time  a  heavy  force  was  brought  against  my  right  flank. 
Brigadier-General  McNair,  commanding  the  brigade  on  my  right,  dis- 
covered their  movements  and  halted  his  brigade.  1  directed  General 
McNair  to  face  his  brigade  to  the  right,  and  file  it  to  the  right  to  check 
this  movement.  The  moment  was  critical.  I  sent  the  same  order  to 
Generals  Ector  and  Rains,  which  was  promptly  obeyed  by  them,  leav- 
ing a  strong  body  of  the  enemy  in  their  front.  Seeing  General  Llddell's 
brigade  in  the  rear,  I  brought  it  forward  and  placed  it  on  my  right  to 
cover  this  change  of  front.  General  Liddell  became  at  once  engaged 
with  a  largely  superior  force,  the  enemy  under  shelter  of  a  fence,  Gen- 
eral Liddell  in  an  open  field.  He  gallantly  maintained  his  ground  until 
General  McNair's  brigade  was  placed  on  his  left.  General  McNair  at 
once  moved  upon  the  enemy,  i)ushing  his  right  on  his  center  and  forc- 
ing him  from  his  i)osition  for  half  a  mile.  The  enemy  was  here  posted 
behind  a  rail  fence.  Again  General  McNair  advanced  across  an  open 
field  for  nearly  400  yards,  and  drove  them  from  their  position,  capturing 
all  but  two  guns  of  their  battery — one  of  those  afterward  captured. 
General  Liddell's  brigade  co- operated  in  this  action.  The  enemy  was 
actively  i)ursued  for  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  where  the  division 
was  halted  and  ammunition  issued — 40  rounds  having  been  nearly  ex- 
hausted. Brigadier- General  McNair,  by  his  skill  and  energy,  defeated 
the  enemy  in  this  last  action  before  I  could  bring  Generals  Ector  and 
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Eains  into  action.  Here  General  McNair  became  exhausted,  having  left 
a  sick  bed  to  lead  his  brigade.  I  sent  bim  back  to  camp,  Col.  R.  W. 
Harper  taking  command  of  the  brigade.  Captain  Humphreys,  with  his 
battery  on  my  right,  engaged  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries  in  flank  and 
rear.  This  battery  was  soon  silenced  or  captured  by  our  troops  in  its 
front. 

We  were  now  near  the  Wilkinson  pike.  The  command  was  much  ex- 
hausted, having  forced  the  enemy's  left  back  several  miles,  and  three 
times  defeated  the  forces  sent  to  check  our  advance.  I  may  here  add 
that  prisoners,  except  those  of  rank,  were  turned  to  the  rear,  my  command 
being  so  small  that  I  could  not  dispense  with  a  single  man,  leaving  them 
to  be  picked  up  by  the  cavalry  and  those  in  rear.  Notwithstanding  the 
exhausted  condition  of  my  men,  having  received  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee,  I  prepared  at  once  to  advance,  leaving  General  LiddelPe 
brigade  receiving  ammunition,  at  his  request  having  sent  my  train  to 
furnish  him.  I  moved  General  Rains'  brigade  from  the  left  of  my  divis- 
ion to  the  right,  being  the  strongest  and  least  cut  up.  He  was  directed 
to  move  some  distance  to  the  right,  so  as  to  take  in  flank  tlie  batteries 
posted  by  the  enemy  near  the  Nashville  pike,  at  the  same  time  that  Gen- 
eral Ector  and  Colonel  Harper  ([commanding]  McNair's  brigade)  took 
them  in  front.  General  Rains  met  with  a  determined  resistance,  but 
succeeded  in  forcing  the  enemy  from  the  woods  and  into  the  fields  that 
lay  south  of  their  position  on  the  Nashville  pike.  General  Ector  and  Colo- 
nel Harper  moving  in  a  northeasterly  direction,  General  Rains  nearly 
due  north.  I  soon  discovered  that  my  left  would  become  engaged  be- 
fore my  right  could  co-operate.  I  sent  to  correct  my  line,  directing  the 
men  to  be  placed  under  cover  and  hold  their  ground.  But  before  this 
order  reached  the  command.  General  Ector  came  under  a  galling  fire 
from  infantry,  sheltered  in  a  cedar  brake,  and  artillery.  General  Ector 
at  once  charged  them,  forcing  their  first  line  of  infantry  beyond  their 
second,  and  their  cannoneers  from  their  guns  in  their  front.  I  directed 
Colonel  Harper  (commanding  McNair's  brigade)  to  charge  the  batteries 
in  his  front  with  a  like  result.  These  two  brigades  were  coolly  firing 
into  their  second  Ime  of  infantry,  not  GO  yards  distant,  notwithstanding 
they  were  enfiladed  by  a  terrible  fire  from  their  batteries  on  our  right. 
Every  moment  I  expected  to  see  General  Rains  take  these  batteries.  I 
was  doomed  to  disappointment.  I  was  informed  that  General  Rains  fell, 
shot  through  the  heart,  at  the  moment  the  enemy  was  routed.  The  fall 
of  this  gallant  officer  and  accomplished  gentleman  threw  his  brigade 
into  confusion ;  also  about  this  time  General  Cheatham  gave  some  orders 
to  a  part  of  the  brigade  that  tended  to  change  their  direction  to  their 
front.  I  now  directed  General  Ector  and  Colonel  Harper  to  fall  back 
under  cover,  which  was  accomplished  without  demoralization  or  moles- 
tation from  the  enemy.  As  these  brigades  fell  back,  General  Liddell 
was  met  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  having  replenished  his  ammunition. 
I  directed  them  to  form  on  his  right.  Captain  Humphreys  during  this 
last  contest  passed  through  an  interval  in  our  lines  and  engaged  the 
batteries  on  the  hill  on  our  right.  The  enemy  turned  sixteen  guns  upon 
him,  but  he  gallantly  maintained  the  fight  until  my  command  was  under 
cover.  Four  of  his  guns  were  disabled  and  sent  to  the  rear.  One  regi- 
ment of  General  Rains' brigade  received  orders  from  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee  and  was  again  in  action. 

My  division  had  now  been  under  fire  from  five  to  eight  hours;  although 
exhausted,  the  men  were  in  good  spirits.  By  direction  of  Lieutenant 
General  Hardee,  the  division  was  moved  to  the  right,  connecting  with 
Lieutenant-General  Polk's  left. 
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Here  the  division  remained  on  the  defensive,  at  times  skirmishing  with 
the  enemy  and  being  shelled  by  their  battery,  until  the  night  of  Janu- 
ary 2,  when  I  was  i)laced  in  reserve  between  the  Nashville  and  Lebanon 
pikes.  Here  I  remained  until  1  a.  m.  on  the  4th,  when,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  I  moved  to  this  place. 

During  these  operations  one  section  of  the  Eufaula  Light  Artillery 
was  detached  with  General  [A.]  Buford.  Capt.  L.  T.  Hardy's  com- 
pany of  cavalry  (acting  as  my  escort)  was  thrown  out  to  connect  my 
left  with  General  [J.  A.J  Wharton,  where  he  suffered  severely. 

Among  the  many  incidents  of  this  severe  and  protracted  struggle,  1 
would  mention  the  following:  Col.  J.  C.  Burks,  commanding  Eleventh 
Texas  Eegiment,  though  mortally  wounded,  continued  to  lead  his  regi- 
ment until  exhausted.  Colonel  Burks  was  a  gallant  soldier,  and  idolized 
by  his  command.  In  the  words  of  his  brigade  commander,  ^^  A  better 
friend,  a  warmer  heart,  a  more  gallant  leader  than  he  was  never  drew 
the  breath  of  life.''  Sergt.  A.  Sims,  flag-bearer  of  the  Tenth  Texas 
(Colonel  [M.  F.]  Locke),  seeing  in  one  of  the  charges  a  Federal  flag- 
bearer  with  his  flag  waving  his  regiment  forward,  sprang  forward  and 
seized  the  Federal  flag,  when  both  fell  dead  waving  their  banners  with 
their  last  breath.  The  Federal  flag  was  captured.  Sergt.  James  T.  Mc 
Gee,  the  only  man  left  of  the  color-guard,  seized  our  colors,  but  for  a 
moment,  when  another  of  our  noblest  and  bravest  vnen  fell  to  rise  no 
more.  Private  Manning,  of  Companj'^  H,  then  raised  the  flag  and  bore  it 
aloft  the  remainder  of  the  day.  Private  James  W.  Clark,  of  Company 
G,  carried  the  flag  of  the  Fifteenth  Texas  Regiment  in  the  first  charge, 
during  which  he  was  killed.  The  colors  were  then  taken  by  Lieut.  L.  De 
Board,  of  Company  F,  who  bore  them  the  remainder  of  the  engagement. 
Private  Clark  [D.]  Jenkins,  of  Company  D,  First  Arkansas  Rifles,  seeing 
a  Federal  officer  making  great  exertions  to  rally  his  command,  detached 
himself  from  his  company,  and,  taking  deliberate  aim,  shot  him  from  his 
horse.  The  saddle  had  the  saddle-cloth  of  a  general  officer.  In  the  first 
charge  in  the  morning,  Sergt.  J.  R.  Perry,  color-bearer  of  the  Fourth 
Arkansas  Battalion,  had  his  arm  paralyzed  by  a  shot  striking  the  staff, 
and  the  flag  fell  to  the  ground.  Sergt.  J.  C.  Davis,  of  Company  A,  imme- 
diately snatched  the  colors  and  bore  them  until  reclaimed  by  Sergeant 
Perry.  Color- bearer  H.  W.  Hamblen,  Second  Regiment  Arkansas  Rifles, 
gallantly  bore  his  flag  until  shot  down.  The  colors  were  immediately 
seized  by  Corpl.  J.  W.  Piles,  of  the  color-guard,  who  bore  them  gallantly 
the  remainder  of  the  day.  Color-bearer  J.  B.  Bryant,  of  the  Fourth 
Arkansas  Regiment,  was  wounded.  Lieutenant  [John]  Armstrong  then 
took  the  colors  and  fell,  mortally  wounded.  Lieutenant  [G.  D.]  Good- 
ner  then  took  them,  but  was  soon  afterward  wounded.  Captain  [John 
W.]  Lavender  bore  the  colors  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

In  one  of  the  charges  of  the  Thirtieth  Arkansas  Regiment  it  had  seven 
company  commanders  cut  down  and  the  color-bearer,  yet  the  men  never 
wavered.  Later  in  the  day  a  second  color-bearer  was  wounded  and  the 
colors  lost  in  a  cedar  brake,  but  whether  found  by  the  enemy  or  not  is 
not  known.  The  only  field  officer  (Major  [J.  J.]  Franklin)  and  several 
lieutenants  also  fell,  and  yet  this  regiment  maintained  its  organization. 
Seven  color- bearers  fell  in  General  McKair's  brigade  and  three  in  Gen- 
eral Ector's.  Col.  G.  W.  Gordon,  Eleventh  Tennessee  Regiment,  fell, 
dangerously  wounded,  while  most  gallantly  leading  his  regiment.  I  was 
informed  by  prisoners  that  the  Federal  General  [Joshua  W.]  Sill  was 
killed  by  my  division  while  endeavoring  to  rally  his  defeated  troops. 
My  division  moved  so  rapidly,  and  was  so  constantly  engaged,  that  the 
guns  captured  were  never  counted ;  I  am  satisfied  that  [there  were]  at 
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least  twenty-three,  besides  caissons,  forges,  and  other  ordnance  stores. 
The  division  passed,  untouched,  wagons,  knai)sacks,  &c. 

Brigadier-Generals  Ector  and  McNair  and  Colonel  Harper  (command- 
ing McNair^s  brigade  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day)  exhibited  cool  and 
dauntless  courage,  as  well  as  skill,  in  the  handling  of  their  commands. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  regimental  and  company  offi- 
cers ;  all  bore  themselves  gallantly  and  nobly. 

To  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  my  division  I  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude.  I  did  not  see  a  single  straggler  nor  a  single  plunderer 
up  to  the  attack  on  the  enemy's  position  on  the  Nashville  pike  5  every 
man  seemed  inspired. 

To  my  staff  on  the  field  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  they  performed  their  respective  duties,  viz:  Maj.  H. 
S.  Bradford,  assistant  adjutant-general  and  chief  of  staff;  Maj.  G.  A. 
Henry,  jr.,  inspector-general ;  Maj.  Batt.  Barrow  and  Gapt.  F.  S.  De 
Wolff,  assistant  adjutants-general;  Lieut.  B.  N.  Mathes,  assistant  in- 
spector-general ;  Lieut.  H.  S.  Foote,  jr.,  aide-de-camp ;  Mr.  E.  R.  Mc- 
Clure,  volunteer  aide ;  Lieut.  E.  M.  Ross,  acting  aide-de-camp ;  Cai)t.  G. 
M.  Mathes,  chief  of  artillery. 

Capt.  J.  D.  Allison,  ordnance  officer,  performed  his  duty  well,  not  only 
supplying  ammunition  to  my  division,  but  to  others. 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  E.  Dyer,  acting  paymaster  to  Smith's  corps  in  the  field; 
Maj.  M.  Cheatham  and  Capt.  C.  W.  Kennedy,  assistant  quartermasters, 
have  my  thanks  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  performed  duties 
assigned  to  them. 

Maj.  P.  F.  Glass,  division  commissary,  and  Maj.  H.  Brownson  Smith, 
acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  rendered  good  service  in  their  depart- 
ment in  supplying  the  command  in  the  field  and  the  hospitals. 

Division  Surg.  Gus.  B.  Thornton  was  untiring  in  his  labors  with  the 
wounded.     He  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  command. 

On  several  occasions  Lieut.  D.  C.  Chamberlain,  of  my  escort,  carried 
my  orders  on  the  field  to  my  satisfaction. 

My  two  orderlies,  William  T.  Brabson  and  William  Forbes,  bore 
themselves  with  great  courage,  and  were  useful  to  me  in  many  ways. 
Mr.  Armstrong,  of  Knoxville,  behaved  with  great  gallantry. 

To  Brigadier-General  Liddell,  commanding  brigade  in  Cleburne's  divis- 
ion,  I  am  under  many  obligations.  He  came  into  action  at  my  request  at 
a  critical  moment,  gallantly  maintaining  the  fight  until  I  could  change 
my  front  and  bring  my  troops  into  action.  This  was  the  only  active  sup- 
port that  I  am  aware  of  receiving  until  I  was  forced  to  abandon  my 
purpose  of  establishing  myself  on  the  l^ashville  pike. 

I  feel  grateful  to  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  for  the  consideration  ex- 
hibited for  my  weary  and  exhausted  command,  as  well  as  for  the  confi- 
dence (as  exhibited  by  him  in  sharing  our  fortunes  at  one  time  in  rear 
of  the  Federal  army)  reposed  in  them. 

It  is  with  pride  and  pleasure  I  record  the  gallant  bearing  of  my  divis- 
ion, but  it  is  with  a  sad  heart  that  I  record  the  roll  of  the  gallant  dead 
and  wounded. 

Col.  R.  B.  Yance,  Twenty-ninth  ]N"orth  Carolina,  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  General  Rains'  brigade.  Colonel  Vance  bore  himself 
gallantly. 

After  the  fall  of  General  Rains,  his  staff  on  the  field  reported  to  me. 
Their  bearing  at  all  times  when  under  my  observation  was  very  gallant. 
They  are  as  follows:  Capt.  [Felix]  R.  [R.]  Smith,  in spector- general ; 
Lieut.  T.  B.  Thompson,  aide-de-camp,  and  Capt.  C.  A,  Mchols,  volunteer 
aide-de-camp. 

I  send  inclosed  the  reports  of  my  subordinate  commanders  and  a 
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list*  of  killed,  wounded,  aud  missing,  which  please  append  to  this  i^eport, 
I  also  send  a  topographical  sketch  of  the  battle,  drawn  from  memory. 
Yours,  &c.,  J,  p.  McCOWN, 

Major-  General,  Comm'uncling. 
Maj.  T.  B.  Roy,  Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  June  28, 1863. 

lu  Geueral  Bragg's  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough  I  tiud  the 

following : 

The  failure  of  General  McCowu  to  execute  during  the  night  an  order  for  a  slight 
change  in  the  line  of  liis  division,  and  which  had  to  be  done  in  the  niorning,  caused 
some  delay  in  the  general  and  vigorous  assault  by  Lieutenant-Gcneral  Hardee,  but 
about  7  o'clock  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the  roar  of  artillery  announced  the  begin- 
ning of  the  conflict. 

This  passage  conveys  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  that  I  had  failed  to 
execute  an  order,  thereby  delaying  the  attack,  and  that  the  attack  com- 
menced at  7  o'clock.  Neither  proposition  is  sustained  by  the  facts  in 
the  case.  Upon  reading  General  Bragg's  report,  I  applied  to  him  to 
correct  this  error,  in  a  communication  addressed  to  his  chief  of  staff, 
in  which  I  say : 

I  received  an  order  on  the  night  of  the  30th  from  General  Bragg  to  cljange  the  posi- 
tion of  Rains'  brigade.  The  change  was  made  during  the  night.  I  also  received  an 
order  from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  to  change  the  position  of  McNair's  brigade. 
General  Cheatham  was  to  point  out  the  new  position,  which  he  did.  The  brigade  was 
placed  accurately  upon  the  ground  indicated  by  General  Cheatham  before  I  left  for 
General  Bragg's  headquarters.  As  to  the  hour  of  attack,  I  have  to  say  the  attack  com- 
menced at  G  o'clock.     This  fact  is  sustained  by  the  reports  of  my  subordinates. 

I  forward  inclosed  a  copy  of  this  application,  marked  A,  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  reply  thereto,  marked  B,  in  which  reply  General  Bragg 
refuses  me  the  justice  to  which  I  am  entitled,  and,  by  some  strange  mis- 
apprehension on  his  part,  he  bases  that  refusal  on  the  ground  that  my 
application  and  the  certificates  therein  inclosed  sustain  his  report.  This 
mistake  is  singular  and  palpable.  He  says  in  his  report  that  I  failed 
to  execute  an  order,  whereby  the  attack  was  delayed.  This  statement 
I  deny  in  my  application  and  sustain  the  denial  by  proof.  In  General 
Bragg's  reply  he  assumes  that  this  denial  constitutes  an  admission  of  the 
fact.  His  report  places  the  beginning  of  the  conflict  at  7  o'clock.  My 
application  places  it  at  6  [o'clock],  and  the  evidence  therewith  offered 
proves  my  statement  correct ;  yet  General  Bragg  in  his  reply  assumes 
that  vaj  application  and  certificates  "fully"  sustain  his  report  in  this 
respect,  notwithstanding  they  differ  an  hour  as  to  the  time  of  the  begin- 
ning of  the  attack.  When  the  rules  of  logic  are  so  far  reversed  as  to 
make  a  positive  denial  an  admission  of  a  fact,  and  when  the  laws  of 
nature  are  so  far  changed  as  to  make  6  [o'clock]  in  the  morning  and  7 
o'clock  one  and  the  same  thing,  then  General  Bragg's  assumption  that 
my  application  for  a  correction  of  his  report  sustains  the  report  itself 
will  be  comprehensible,  and  not  until  then.  His  report  and  my  appli- 
cation are  the  reverse  of  each  other,  both  as  to  my  failure  to  execute  an 
order  and  as  to  the  time  of  attack.  General  Bragg's  reply  says  that  on 
these  points  they  agree. 

General  Bragg  further  says,  in  his  reply,  that  the  statement  in  his  re- 
port which  I  asked  him  to  correct  was  based  on  the  following  paragraph 
in  General  Hardee's  report : 

Major-Geueral  McCown  having  failed  to  get  McNair's  brigade  on  the  line  of  battle 
Tuesday  night,  as  directed  by  me,  the  brigade  was  moved  into  position  next  morning. 

I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  Gen- 
eral Bragg  could  base  a  statement  in  his  report  of  February  23, 1863,  on 
a  paragraph  in  the  report  of  General  Hardee,  dated  February  28,  1863, 
five  days  after  General  Bragg's  report. 

I  deem  it  proper  here  to  relate  clearly  the  facts  in  the  case.  Near 
sundown  on  the  evening  of  December  30,  1862,  Lieutenant-General 
Hardee  came  to  the  left  and  assumed  command,  and  requested  General 
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Cheatham  and  myself  to  explain  the  location  of  our  commands  and  the 
nature  of  the  ground  in  our  respective  fronts.  On  the  latter  point  Gen- 
eral Cheatham  and  myself  materially  differed.  General  Hardee,  as  I 
understood,  accepted  General  Cheatham's  explanation  of  the  ground, 
and  ordered  me  to  change  the  i^osition  of  McNair's  brigade.  I  told  Gen- 
eral Hardee  that  either  he  did  not  understand  General  Cheatham  or  I 
did  not  understand  his  order.  I  then  requested  General  Hardee  either 
to  locate  the  brigade  himself  or  to  order  General  Cheatham  to  accu- 
rately point  oufe  the  ground.  General  Cheatham  was  directed  by  Gen- 
eral Hardee  to  comply  with  my  request.  I  was  thus  particular  because 
I  felt  satisfied  that  an  attempt  to  locate  the  brigade  as  I  understood 
General  Hardee  to  direct,  would  bring  on  a  night  engagement,  for  which 
I  would  be  held  responsible.  General  Cheatham,  by  General  Hardee's 
order,  went  with  me  and  pointed  out  the  position  the  brigade  was  to 
occupy,  the  right  resting  at  a  pile  of  rails  near  Mrs.  Smith's  house,  on 
the  Triune  road.  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a  note  from  General 
Cheatham,  with  accompanying  map,  marked  C,  in  which  he  says : 

I  was  directed  by  General  Hardee  to  point  out  to  you  tlio  position  for  GemTal  Mc- 
Nair's  brigade,  which  I  did  just  before  dark  on  Tuesday  evening,  placing  his  right, 
resting  on  the  Triune  road,  in  a  line  with  Colonel  Loomis'  brij>;ade,  which  was  in  the 
front  line  of  Polk's  corps.  You  requested  that  General  Hardee  would  indicate  the 
position  for  McNair,  wluch  I  agreed  to  do  at  General  Hardee's  request. 

That  Mcl^air's  brigade  was  placed  as  ordered  I  refer  to  the  following 
evidence :  General  McNair's  report,  the  inclosed  copies  of  communica- 
tions from  Generals  McNair  and  Ector  and  Captain  [C.  B.J  Kilgore, 
marked,  respectively,  D,  E,  and  F,  and  the  map  accompanying  General 
Cheatham's  communication,  marked  C.  General  McNair's  report  con- 
tains the  following  paragraph : 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  division  headquarters  at  —  p.  m.  December  30, 
1862,  I  formed  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle  on  the  ground  designated  at  the  time. 

The  ground  designated  was  that  pointed  out  to  me  by  General  Cheat- 
ham. There  seems  to  be  a  blank  in  McNair's  report  as  to  the  hour  at 
which  he  received  this  order.  I  find  it  so,  at  least,  in  the  copy  before 
me,  the  original  having  been  forwarded ;  but  his  communication,  marked 
D,  fills  up  the  deficiency  in  his  report.  In  that  communication,  as  you 
will  observe,  he  says,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  me  : 

On  the  evening  of  December  30,  about  sundown,  you  ordered  me  to  move  my  bri- 
gade about  200  yards  in  advance  of  the  line  of  battle  then  occupied  by  me,  and  in 
advance  of  a  strip  of  woods  that  extended  immediately  in  front  of  my  original  line, 
which  order  was  executed  and  a  new  line  of  battle  formed  a  little  after  dark. 

This  statement  of  General  McNair  is  supported  by  the  letter  of  Gen- 
eral Ector,  marked  E,  and  that  of  Captain  Kilgore,  marked  F. 

Now,  by  reference  to  the  map  furnished  by  General  Cheatham,  and 
which  you  will  find  with  his  letter,  marked  C,  you  will  see  McNair's 
original  position — the  thicket  or  woods  in  front  thereof—and  the  new  line 
for  his  occupation  pointed  out  by  General  Cheatham  by  the  direction  of 
General  Hardee,  and  then  (in  connection  with  this  map),  by  reference  to 
General  McNair's  report,  together  with  his  letter  and  the  letters  of  Ector 
and  Kilgore,  you  will  see  that  I  moved  McNair  forward  precisely  as 
ordered,  and  i)laced  him  on  the  ground  designated  by  General  Cheatham 
by  the  direction  of  General  Hardee,  and  it  will  further  appear  from  the 
papers  referred  to  that  this  movement  was  made  early  on  the  night  of 
December  30, 1862,  and  not  delayed  until  next  morning,  as  I  am  charged 
with  doing. 

As  I  fully  executed  the  order  to  move  both  McNair  and  Rains,  and  as 
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those  were  the  ouly  orders  I  got  to  alter  my  position  or  otherwise  change 
the  location  of  njy  brigades  during  the  afternoon  and  night  of  December 

30,  1862,  it  follows  positively  that  1  did  not  fail  to  execute  an  order  for 
a  slight  or  any  other  change  in  the  line  of  my  division  during  the  night 
previous  to  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough.  As  I  placed  McNair's  bri- 
gade on  the  ground  pointed  out  to  me  by  General  Cheatham  for  that 
purpose  by  General  Hardee's  order,  I  am  not  responsible  for  any  mis- 
apprehension of  my  superior  in  reference  thereto.  I  believed  (and  so 
expressed  myself  at  the  time)  that  there  was  some  misconception  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  naturally  felt  desirous  of  placing  the  re- 
sponsibility of  any  mistake  arising  therefrom  upon  those  whose  duty  it 
was  to  bear  it. 

If  the  attack  was  delayed,  as  alleged  (which  I  deny),  that  delay  doee 
not  rest  on  my  shoulder.  General  Bragg,  in  the  paper  marked  B,  says, 
"•  The  attack  was  ordered  to  be  made  at  daylight  (dawn),  which  was  then 
5  o'clock."  This  differs  materially  from  the  written  order  which  I  re- 
ceived from  Lieutenant-General  Hardee.    That  order  is  as  follows : 

Headquarters  Hardee's  Corps,  Army  of  Tennessee, 

December  30,  [1862]— 10  p.  m. 
Major-General  McCoWN,  Commanding  Division  : 

General  :  Lieutenant-General  Hardee  directs  that  you  hold  your  command  in  read- 
iness to  move  upon  the  enemy  at  daylight.     He  will  be  present  to  superintend  the  move- 
ment.    The  general  will  see  you  and  General  Cleburne  at  5.45  a.  m.  at  the  house  on  the 
left  of  Eains'  position — Cleburne's  headquarters. 
Respectfully, 

T.  B.  ROY, 
Chief  of  Staff. 

In  this  you  will  see  that  I  am  not  ordered  to  commence  the  attack  at 
daylight  (dawn),  but  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  "to  move  upon  the 
enemy  at  daylight."  Kow,  this  plainly  is  not  an  order  to  attack  at  5 
o'clock,  for  by  it  General  Hardee  directs  me  to  meet  him  at  General  Cle- 
burne's headquarters  at  5.45  o'clock,  which  I  did,  and  there  received  my 
final  orders  before  commencing  the  movement  upon  the  enemy.  He 
could  not  have  intended  me  to  attack  the  enemy  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  before  the  time  appointed  by  himself  for  giving  me  my  final  instruc- 
tions for  the  conduct  of  that  attack.  Therefore,  if  General  Bragg  issued 
orders  for  the  attack  to  commence  at  5  o'clock,  as  he  intimates  in  the 
paper  marked  B,  General  Hardee  must  have  been  unaware  of  them  ; 
and  the  first  and  only  knowledge  I  have  of  them  is  contained  in  said 
paper,  marked  B,  written  to  me  long  after  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough. 
I  was  with  General  Hardee  near  the  hour  of  6.45  a.  m.,  as  directed  by 
his  order,  received  from  him  my  fixial  instructions,  and  attacked  the 
enemy  about  6  o'clock.  That  I  did  so  fully  appears  from  the  inclosea 
note  of  Oapt.  R.  E.  Foote,  marked  G  from  the  inclosed  letters  of  Gen- 
erals McNair  and  Ector,  and  from  the  v. official  reports  of  my  subordinates. 
These  papers  establish,  beyond  controversy,  that  I  commenced  the  attack 
about  6  o'clock.  The  sun  rose  that  morning  in  the  latitude  of  Murfrees- 
borough at  from  7.04  to  7.10  o'clock,  which  brought  daylight  about  6 
o'clock,  thus  making  unvarying  nature  a  witness  to  the  fact  that  I  moved 
to  the  attack  at  the  appointed  time  and  without  delay. 

But,  admitting  the  absurdity  that  nature  on  the  morning  of  December 

31,  1862,  was  untrue  to  herself,  and  brought  daylight  at  5  o'clock,  you 
will  see  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  commence  the  attack  at  that 
hour,  or  any  sooner  than  1  did,  for,  by  direction  of  General  Hardee, 
under  whose  immediate  command  I  was  acting,  I  had  to  meet  him  only 
a  few  minutes  before  6  o'clock  to  get  my  final  orders  for  commencing 
and  carrying  on  the  conflict.    When  I  commenced  the  attack  it  was 
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just  light  enough  to  sei?  from  the  ceuter  to  the  right  and  left  of  each  of 
my  brigades. 

The  aTinouu(;emeut  that  daylight  was  at  5  o'(}lock  (over  two  hours 
before  sunrise)  in  the  latitude  of  Murfreesborough  on  December  31, 
1862,  is  something  not  only  new  to  me,  but  also  to  the  scientific  world 
and  the  observing  farmer.  "  Daylight  (dawn),"  the  phrase  used  by 
General  Bragg  in  the  paper  marked  B,  is  ambiguous,  but  simple  day- 
light)  the  term  used  in  the  orders  given  me  preparatory  to  the  battle, 
is  plain,  and  easily  understood. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  evidence,  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  in  his 
report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  says : 

At  the  appointed  time  the  battle  opened,  evidently  to  the  surprise  of  the  opjjosing 
army,  Major-General  McCown,  acting  under  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-General  Har- 
dee, was  upon  them  before  they  were  prepared  to  receive  him.  He  captured  several 
batteries  and  one  brigadier-general,  wounding  another,  and  drove  three  brigades — 
those  composing  the  division  of  Brigadier-General  Johnson — in  confusion  before  him. 

This  Federal  division  was,  according  to  their  own  accounts,  placed  to 
resist  just  such  a  movement,  and  was  6,000  strong.  My  division  num- 
bered about  4,000.  This  is  sufficient  evidence  of  itself,  I  should  think, 
to  show  that  the  attack  was  well  timed,  especially  when  we  consider  that 
the  enemy  was  posted  in  woods,  and  that  my  division  passed  to  the  attack 
across  open  fields,  and  was  flanked  by  Davis'  Federal  division. 

From  the  foregoing  facets  two  things  clearly  appear :  First,  that  I  did 
not  fail  to  execute  an  order  for  a  change  in  the  line  of  my  division  dur- 
ing the  night  previous  to  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  and,  second, 
that  I  did  not  thereby,  or  from  any  other  cause,  delay  the  assault  on 
that  day.  It  follows,  then,  that  the  paragraph  in  General  Bragg's  re 
port,  which  charges  me  with  such  failure  and  delay,  is  erroneous,  and 
manifestly  unjust  to  me. 

I  have  applied  to  General  Bragg,  as  hereinbefore  stated,  asking  him 
to  correct  that  error.  Instead  of  so  doing,  he  does  me  double  injustice, 
by  assuming  in  his  reply  that  I  admit  the  charges.  His  report  will  be- 
come a  part  of  history,  as  it  now  stands,  if  left  uncorrected  and  uncon- 
tradicted ;  therefore,  my  honor  as  a  man  (which  1  prize  above  every- 
thing), and  my  reputation  as  a  soldier  (which  is  only  less  dear  to  me 
than  my  honor  and  the  welfare  of  my  country),  both  impel  me  to  ask  a 
court  of  inquiry,  to  fully  investigate  and  pronounce  upon  the  justice  or 
injustice  of  these  charges. 
Yours,  &c., 

J.  P.  McCOWN, 
Major- General,  Provisional  Army,  Confederate  States* 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  C.  8.  Army. 

[Indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  No.  2, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  July  24, 1863. 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Bichmond,  Va.  : 

Sir  :  The  inclosed  application  of  Major-General  McCown  is  forwarded 
with  the  hope  that  the  request  will  be  granted  as  soon  as  practicable. 
The  whole  matter  had  better  be  put  on  record  and  then  neither  party 
will  have  cause  to  complain.  The  only  point  made  by  General  McCown 
which  requires  notice  is  that  of  the  respective  dates  of  my  report  and 
General  Hardee^s.    Before  making  that  part  of  my  report,  I  called  on 
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General  Hardee  for  the  facts  and  received  them  from  him  in  writing, 
together  with  the  correspondence  with  General  McOown,  in  which  the 
delay  was  acknowledged  and  his  reasons,  unsatisfactory  to  me,  were 
given. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BKAXTON  BKAGG, 

General,  C.  IS.  Army, 

[Inclbsure  A.] 

GHATTANOoaA,  Tenn.,  May  17, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Mackall  : 
General  Bragg,  in  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  says  : 

The  failure  of  General  McCown  to  execute  during  the  night  an  order  for  a  flight 
change  in  the  line  of  his  division,  and  which  had  to  be  done  the  next  morning,  caused 
some  delay  in  the  general  and  vigorous  assault  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee;  but 
about  7  o'clock  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  roar  of  artillery  announced  the  beginning 
of  the  couiiict. 

This  does  me  injustice.  I  received  an  order  on  the  night  of  the  30th 
from  General  Bragg  to  change  the  position  of  Eains'  brigade.  The 
change  was  made  during  the  night.  I  also  received  an  order  from  Lieu- 
tenant-General Hardee  to  change  the  position  of  Mc^air's  brigade.  G  en- 
eral  Cheatham  was  to  point  out  the  new  position,  which  he  did.  The 
brigade  was  placed  accurately  upon  the  ground  indicated  by  General 
Cheatham  before  I  left  for  General  Bragg's  headquarters.  As  to  the 
hour  of  attack,  I  have  to  say  the  attack  commenced  at  about  6  o'clock. 
This  fact  is  sustained  by  the  reports  of  my  subordinates. 

I  respectfully  request  the  general  commanding  to  correct  the  error  in 
his  report.    I  should  be  pleased  to  be  informed  of  the  action  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding  in  the  premises. 
.     Yours,  «&c., 

J.  P.  McCOWIS^, 

Major- General, 

'E,  B. — I  send  papers  marked  A,  B,  G. 

[Inclosure  B.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Tennessee, 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  June  5,  1863. 
Major-General  McCowN,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. : 

Sir  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  note  of  the  17th  ultimo,  and  in  reply  to  say  that  the  paragraph 
in  his  report  of  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough  which  you  regard  as  in- 
jurious to  yourself  is  fully  sustained  by  your  admission  and  by  the  cer- 
tificate you  inclose.  The  paragraph  was  based  on  that  of  General  Har- 
dee, which  saj's : 

Major-General  McCown  having  failed  to  get  McNair's  brigade  on  the  line  of  battle 
Tuesday  night,  as  directed  by  me,  the  brigade  was  moved  into  position  early  the  next 
morni]ig. 

The  attack  was  ordered  to  be  made  at  daylight  (dawn),  which  was 
then  5  o'clock.  When  the  action  became  distinct  with  artillery  and 
volleys  of  musketry  it  was  7  o'clock,  as  marked  by  the  watch  of  the  com- 
manding general.  He  had  been  more  than  two  hours  on  the  field,  and 
felt  and  exhibited  surprise  and  anxiety  at  the  delay.  The  order  to  you 
admitted  of  no  conditions,  and  the  general  commanding  cannot  under- 
stand your  right  to  suspend  an  important  movement  ordered  by  your 
superior  commanders  because  you  supposed  it  might  be  seen  by  the 
enemy  or  might  cause  an  engagement.     That  was  a  question  for  your 
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superior.  As  the  commanding  general  only  reported  a  simple  fact  com- 
municated by  your  immediate  commander,  and  which  you  substantiate 
and  admit,  he  cannot  see  that  any  injustice  is  done  you.  Any  expla- 
nation of  the  delay  you  acknowledge  will  be  forwarded  to  form  a  part 
of  the  report  of  the  battle. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WALTER, 
V         Assistant  Adjutant- General, 

[Inclosure  C] 

Headquarters  Cheatham's  Division, 

Shelby ville,  Tenn.^  June  1,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  P.  McOown,  Chattanooga^  Tenn.: 

General  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  I  have  to  state  I  was  directed 
by  General  Hardee  to  point  out  to  you  a  position  for  General  Mcli^air's 
brigade,  which  I  did  just  before  dark  on  Tuesday  evening,  placing  his 
right,  resting  on  the  Triune  road,  on  a  line  with  Colonel  Loomis'  brigade, 
which  was  in  the  front  line  of  Polk's  corps.  The  position  of  McNair's 
brigade  was  somewhat  of  a  curved  line,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accom- 
panying map.  You  requested  that  General  Hardee  would  indicate  the 
position  for  McNair,  which  I  agreed  to  do  at  General  Hardee's  request. 
The  right  of  McNair's  brigade  was  on  the  front  line  of  Polk's  corps,  but 
about  100  or  120  yards  in  rear  of  the  line  occupied  by  General  Ector  on 
the  lane.  His  left  was  in  the  direction  of  Ector's  right. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  F.  CHEATHAM, 
Major- General^  C.  S.  Army. 


JoJuison's  Division., 
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(Inolosare  D.] 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  McCown's  Division, 

Gamp  Harper, ,  1863. 

Major-General  McOoWN, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. : 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on 
the  evening  of  December  30,  [1862,]  about  sundown,  you  ordered  me  to 
move  my  brigade  about  200  yards  in  advance  of  the  line  of  battle  then 
occupied  by  me,  and  also  in  advance  of  a  strip  of  woods  that  extended 
immediately  in  front  of  the  original  line,  which  order  was  executed  and 
a  new  line  of  battle  formed  a  little  after  dark.  I  then  occupied  the 
right  of  your  division,  about  300  yards  from  the  enemy ^s  pickets.  This 
position  was  taken,  as  I  understood,  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the 
enemy  at  daylight  the  next  morning.  On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  by 
your  direction,  I  moved  my  brigade  forward,  and,  in  connection  with  the 
First  and  Second  Brigades,  of  your  division,  attacked  the  enemy.  This 
was  about  6  a.  m. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  McITAIE. 

[Inclosure  E.] 

Headquarters  Ector's  Brigade,  McOown's  Division, 

Shelhyville,  Tenn,,  May  9,  1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  P.  McOown: 

Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  May  7,  written  from  Chatta- 
nooga, I  state  that  Rains',  McNair's,  and  my  brigades  were  formed  in 
line  of  battle,  and  that  these  three  brigades  advanced  together  at  the 
battle  of  Murfreesborough  on  December  31,  at  about  6.06  a.  m.  General 
McNair's  brigade  during  the  night  was  moved  forward  considerably  in 
advance  of  the  position  it  had  occupied  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
evening  before,  with  its  right  resting  on  the  Triune  road.  If  it  had  been 
moved  up  on  a  line  with  my  brigade  at  the  time  it  first  changed  its  posi- 
tion (from  what  1  know  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  no  one  had  a  better 
opportunity  of  knowing  this  than  I  had),  I  am  confident  its  movements 
could  not  have  been  concealed  from  the  enemy,  and  it  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  brought  on  a  fight  during  the  night. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

M.  D.  EOTOE. 

[XnoloBOFe  F.] 

li^EWNAN,  Ga.,  Ma/y  4, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  P.  McCown, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn, : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  what 
I  know  in  reference  to  the  movements  made  by  General  McJS^aix's  bri- 
gade on  Tuesday  night,  December  30,  1862. 

Returning  from  General*  Cheatham's  headquarters  about  8  o'clock 
that  night,  I  noticed  troops  moving  forward.  I  ascertained  it  was  Gen- 
eral McNair's  brigade  moving  up  near  the  line  occupied  by  the  balance 
of  the  division.  The  first  regiment  was  established  a  little  in  advance 
of  Mr.  Smith's  house,  the  right  resting  on  the  Triune  road  near  a  pile 
of  rails  and  other  timbers  which  had  been  thrown  out  of  the  way  during 
the  day.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  position  I  do  not  think 
the  brigade  could  have  been  moved  upon  a  line  with  the  other  brigades 
of  the  division  without  encountering  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  probably 
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bringing  on  an  engagement.  On  the  morning  of  the  Slst,  however,  it 
came  up  on  tlie  line,  and  :he  whole  division  moved  forward  in  line  of 
battle  about  daylight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  KILGORE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Ector^s  Brigade, 

[Inclosore  G.] 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  May  11, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  P.  MoCowN, 

Chattanooga.  Tenn, : 

General  :  In  reply  to  your  question  propounded  to  me  this  morning, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  1862, 
when  the  line  of  our  division  became  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy 
at  Murfreesborough,  I  looked  at  a  watch  and  it  was  exactly  eight  min- 
utes to  6  o'clock. 

•     I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant*, 

R.  E.  FOOTE, 
Captain^  Provisional  Army^  Confederate  States, 


No.  281. 

Report  of  Capt,  J.  D,  Allison, ,  Chief  Ordnance  Officer. 

Headquarters  Ordnance  Department, 

Shelby ville,  Tenn.,  January  11,  1863. 

Sib  :  Wednesday  morning,  December  31, 1862,  found  my  ordnance  train 
encamped  on  the  east  bank  of  Stone's  River,  on  the  Triune  road.  At 
daylight  I  received  orders  from  the  major-general  commanding  to  follow 
close  behind,  and  at  8  a.  m.  I  issued  to  General  McNair's  brigade ;  about 
9  a.  m.  to  Generals  Rains'  and  Preston  Smith's  brigades  ]  an  hour  later 
to  Generals  Ector's  and  Liddell's  brigades.  Taking  up  my  position  near 
the  hospital,  designated  by  the  major-general,  I  remained  until  he  or- 
dered me  to  occupy  a  position  in  a  small  grove  on  the  right  of  the  Wil- 
kinson i^ike,  about  the  center  of  our  division  and  some  half  a  mile  to  the 
rear.  Here  I  remained  but  a  short  time,  when  I  was,  by  the  shot  and 
shell  of  the  enemy,  compelled  to  leave  and  again  take  my  former  posi- 
tion near  the  hospital.  About  12  o'clock  I  was  ordered  up  to  supply 
General  McNair,  also  a  portion  of  Generals  Ector's  and  Preston  Smith's 
brigades.  I  was  then  ordered  by  Lieutenant-General  Hardee's  ordnance 
officer  to  retire  some  mile  or  more  across  the  Wilkinson  pike  toward  the 
Triune  road.  About  2.30  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  supply  a  portion  of 
Generals  McNair's  and  Ector's  commands.  This  done,  I  supplied  a  large 
portion  of  Generals  Wheeler's  and  Wharton'i^  commands.  Again  going 
to  the  rear,  I  remained  until  the  firing  of  small  arms  ceased,  and  after 
dark  I  moved  up  and  encamped  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  near  the  mouth 
of  a  lane.  My  entire  train  consisted  of  23  wagons,  one  of  which  (belong- 
ing to  General  Rains'  brigade)  I  lost  by  its  breaking  down. 

On  the  next  day  I  procured  another  wagon  and  sent  for  the  stores,  but 
found  they  had  been  removed. 

Three  captured  Federal  wagons  and  teams  were  turned  over  to  me,  one 
containing  field-gun  ammunition  and  the  others  small-arm  cartridges — 
18,000  each. 
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It  affords  me  pleasure  in  being  able  to  state  that  the  promptness  and 
energetic  manner  in  which  Lieut.  J.  N.  Lane,  of  General  McNair's  ord- 
nance ;  Lieut.  H.  C.  Leigh,  ordnance  officer  to  General  Ector ;  Sergt.  O 
F.  Maxej,  in  charge  of  General  Rains'  ordnance,  and  Sergt.  G.  W.  Mor- 
rie,  of  the  division  ordnance,  moved  in  execution  of  orders,  did  much  to 
assist  me  in  supplying  troops  and  disposing  of  my  train. 

I  beg  the  honor,  major,  to  be,  very  respectfully^  your  very  obedient 
servant, 

J.  D.  ALLISON, 
Captain  and  Chief  of  Ordnance  to  Major-General  McCown, 

Maj.  H.  [S.]  Bradford, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  262. 

Report  of  Maj,  George  M.  Mathes, ,  Chief  of  Artillery, 

Headquarters  MoCown's  Division,  Smith's  Corps, 

Shelhyvillej  Tenn.,  January  II,  186J. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  U  o 
part  the  batteries  of  this  division  took  in  the  engagements  of  Decemb«/r 
30  and  31,  [1862,]  before  Murfreesborough : 

On  the  29th,  when  the  division  was  in  position  in  reserve,  in  rear  of 
Stone's  River,  near  the  Nashville  pike,  I  received  an  order  from  the 
major-general  commanding  to  detach  one  section  of  rifled  pieces  from 
one  of  the  batteries,  with  orders  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  [A.] 
Buford,  on  the  Salem  pike,  which  was  done  from  the  Eufaula  Light 
Artillery,  General  Rains'  brigade  (Lieutenant  [W.  A.]  McDuffie  com- 
manding), under  charge  of  Lieutenant  [W.  J.]  McKenzie. 

When  the  division  was  ordered  from  its  reserve  position  to  the  left,  on 
the  Triune  road,  the  batteries  were  moved  in  mass  in  rear  of  the  division 
to  its  new  position.  The  batteries  of  Captains  Douglas  and  Humphreys 
were  placed  in  reserve,  and  Lieutenant  McDuffie,  commanding  Eufaula 
Battery,  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  line  to  support  his  brigade 
(Rains')  during  the  day  of  the  30th,  when  the  firing  became  very  heavy 
on  Robertson's  battery.  Lieutenant  McDuffie  was  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion to  support  and  relieve  Captain  Robertson,  which  he  did,  doing  great 
damage  to  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  forcing  it  to  change  position, 
and,  prisoners  state,  dismounting  one  gun  and  killing  several  cannoneers. 
Lieutenant  McDuffie  kept  his  battery  at  500  yards  range  until  his  am- 
munition was  exhausted,  when  he  was  ordered  to  draw  off  his  battery 
and  fill  his  ammunition  chests. 

The  lieutenant  commanding  and  the  men  of  the  battery  deserve  great 
credit  for  the  cool  and  skillful  manner  in  which  the  battery  was  handled 
under  the  severe  fire  of  two  or  more  batteries.  The  loss  of  the  battery 
was  1  man  wounded  and  1  horse  killed. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  all  of  the  batteries  of 
the  division  were  ordered  forward.  Captain  Douglas,  of  General  Ector's 
brigade,  was  ordered  to  take  position  and  go  into  action  on  the  left  of  the 
house  on  the  left  of  Lieutenant-General  Polk's  line,  which  he  did,  en- 
gaging the  enemy  at  short  range,  throwing  the  enemy  into  confusion  and 
greatly  facilitating  the  rout  of  the  enemy  on  the  left.  On  account  of 
damages  received  by  his  battery.  Captain  Douglas  was  delayed  in  foJ- 
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lowing  up  the  division  immediately,  and  was  consequently  some  distance 
behind  by  the  time  he  was  in  condition  to  move  forward,  which  he  did  as 
soon  as  possible.  Captain  Humphreys'  battery  (McNair's  brigade)  was 
ordered  up  to  take  position  on  the  right  of  Captain  Douglas  and  to  sup- 
port him ;  but  the  enemy  having  fled  before  he  could  arrive,  he  pushed 
on  his  battery  and  passed  to  the  right  of  the  division,  and  engaged  the 
enemy  near  the  Wilkinson  pike.  He  was  engaged  by  a  vastly  superior 
force  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  had  four  of  his  guns  disabled  and  five 
men  wounded  and  several  horses  killed.  He  held  his  position  with  his 
two  remaining  guns  until  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  captured  or 
forced  to  retire. 

Both  the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery  deserve  credit  for  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  they  stood  by  their  guns  and  served  them.  The  bat- 
tery commanded  by  Lieutenant  McDuffie  not  having  been  furnished 
with  sufficient  ammunition,  it  was  left  in  reserve  near  the  house  on  Gen- 
eral Cheatham's  left,  where  it  remained  until  about  2  p.  m.,  when  it  was 
moved  across  the  Wilkinson  pike,  but  was  ordered  back  by  Brigadier- 
General  Maney  to  take  position  to  cover  the  retreat  of  our  division  in  case 
they  were  compelled  to  fall  back  at  this  place.  I  put  all  the  batteries 
of  this  division  in  position  at  the  place  where  they  remained  until  Fri- 
day night,  when  they  were  ordered  to  Murfreesborough. 

I  gathered  up  and  sent  to  Murfreesborough  on  this  day  sixteen  pieces 
of  artillery,  a  number  of  caissons,  and  some  battery  wagons,  forges,  &c., 
captured  by  this  division.  Major  [L.]  Hoxton,  chief  of  artillery,  Lieu- 
tenant-General  Hardee's  corps,  assisted  and  had  others  carried  off  the 
field.  In  consequence  of  the  recent  rains,  the  ground  was  almost  impass- 
able for  the  movements  of  artillery,  and  the  division  was,  in  a  measure, 
deprived  of  this  arm. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

GEO.  M.  MATHES, 
Acting  Chief  of  Artillery j  Major- General  McCoivn^s  Division, 

Maj.  H.  S.  Bradford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  283. 


Report  of  Brig,  Gen,  M,  B,  Ector j  C.  8,  Army,  commanding  First  Bri- 
gade. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  McCown's  Division, 

Shelhyville,  Tenn.,  January  — ,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  special  orders  from  division  headquarters,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  make  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade  in  the  recent 
battles  before  Murfreesborough. 

During  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  was  ordered  to  have  my  com- 
mand in  readiness  to  move  upon  the  enemy  at  daylight  on  the  next 
morning.  General  McNair's  brigade  was  to  move  up  in  jiosition  on  my 
right  and  General  Eains'  brigade  on  my  left.  The  enemy  were  known 
to  be  in  strong  force  immediately  in  front  of  us,  supported  by  several 
batteries.  These  were  i)osted  near  the  edge  of  the  timber.  There  was 
a  level  field  between  us,  about  500  yards  across  it.  A  few  minutes  after 
6  a.  m.  on  December  31,  the  two  brigades  had  arrived  in  the  position 
indicated,  and  the  command  ^'  Forward^  march,"  was  given.    The  three 
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brigades  moved  off  together.  When  we  had  arrived  within  about  200 
yards  of  the  enemy^s  batteries  in  front  of  my  brigade,  they  opened  fire 
upon  us.  Immediately  the  order  was  given  to  charge.  The  enemy  were 
not  expecting  such  a  movement  on  our  part.  Their  infantry  fired  into 
us  about  this  time.  ^N^one  of  the  three  brigades  faltered  for  a  moment. 
When  we  had  arrived  within  about  100  yards  of  their  batteries,  I  ordered 
my  men  to  fire.  We  poured  a  hot  and  deadly  fire  into  them  and  con- 
tinued to  advance.  Such  determination  and  courage  was  perfectly  irre- 
sistible. My  brigade  was  within  30  yards  of  their  cannon  when  they 
fired  the  second  round.  Quite  a  number  of  my  brigade  were  killed  and 
wounded,  but  the  gaps  made  by  the  canister  and  small-arms  closed  up 
in  an  instant.  In  this  charge  Col.  J.  C.  Burks,  commanding  the  Eleventh 
Texas  Regiment,  received  a  mortal  wound.  Their  infantiy  gave  way 
about  the  time  we  reached  their  batteries.  They  attempted  to  form 
again  behind  a  second  battery.  We  pressed  ui)on  them  so  rapidly  they 
soon  gave  way  the  second  time.  At  a  fence  they  made  a  short  stand, 
but  were  driven  from  it.  We  passed  over  two  cannon  which  they  had 
attempted  to  get  off  with.  They  continued  to  keep  up  a  running  light 
for  awhile,  taking  shelter  behind  the  farm-houses  which  lay  in  the  line 
of  their  retreat.  The  rout  soon,  however,  became  complete.  I  soon  dis- 
covered that  we  had  separated  from  General  McNair's  brigade.  After 
pursuing  the  enemy  2 J  miles,  I  halted  my  command,  faced  it  to  the  right, 
intending  to  proceed  with  it  in  the  direction  of  a  heavy  firing  of  small- 
arms  ;  in  that  direction  I  supposed  General  McNair's  brigade  had  gone. 
We  had  captured  quite  a  number  of  prisoners,  who  had  been  sent  to 
the  rear.  The  enemy  in  their  hasty  retreat  had  left  their  camp  equipage ; 
and  guns,  blankets,  overcoats,  and  knapsacks  marked  the  line  of  their 
retreat.  General  Wharton's  cavalry  brigade  continued  in  pursuit  of 
those  we  had  been  after,  and  kiUed  and  captured  (as  I  have  since  learned) 
many  of  them. 

About  this  time  I  received  an  order  from  the  division  commander  to 
move  my  command  so  as  to  rejoin  General  McKair,  who,  with  General 
Liddell,  was  engaging  the  enemy.  This  order  was  promptly  obeyed  by 
both  General  Eains  and  myself.  After  marching  about  IJ  miles,  we 
came  up  with  General  McNair's  brigade.  They  had  driven  the  enemy 
some  distance,  and  were  halted  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  new  sup])ly 
of  ammunition.  As  most  of  my  men  had  nearly  exhausted  their  40  rounds, 
they  were  also  halted  and  ordered  to  supply  themselves  with  ammu- 
nition. General  Rains  thought  his  men  were  pretty  well  supplied,  and, 
after  making  a  short  halt,  he  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  other  two 
brigades  in  a  northeast  direction  until  he  came  up  with  the  enemy.  He 
had  gone,  I  would  say  from  the  firing  in  this  direction,  but  little  over  half 
a  mile  before  he  engaged  them.  We  were  ordered  forward,  and  I 
was  told  to  cause  the  left  of  my  brigade  to  oblique  to  the  right.  We 
had  marched  about  1  mile  in  this  direction.  General  Rains  in  the  mean 
time  was  driving  back  the  enemy,  when,  unfortunately,  he  fell,  mortally 
wounded.  He  had  driven  them  through  a  dense  cedar  forest  and  into  a 
field.  Their  left  wing  had  either  been  routed  or  driven  back  upon 
their  center ;  the  right  of  their  center  had  also  been  driven  back  some 
distance,  and  their  forces  were  thus  massed  in  a  very  formidable  position 
in  a  field  not  far  from  tlie  Nashville  pike.  General  McNair's  and  my 
brigades  entered  the  field  near  the  southwest  corner  (just  above  it). 
About  200  yards  from  the  west  side  of  the  fence,  immediately  before  us, 
was  a  cedar  brake.  Near  the  head  of  this  brake  it  widened  out,  where  the 
ground  was  very  rocky.  I  had  thought  for  some  time  the  left  of  my 
command  was  obliquing  too  much,  and  so  informed  the  division  com 
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mander.  He  sent  me  word  that  General  Hardee,  who  was  in  command  of 
that  corps  of  our  army,  desired  I  should  continue  to  move  in  this  way. 
The  enemy  were  in  ambuscade  in  this  cedarbrake  on  the  left  of  my  com- 
mand. They  had  a  very  formidable  battery  planted  about  250  yards  in 
a  northeast  direction  from  us;  one  nearly  in  a  north  direction  about  the 
same  distance  off,  and  the  third  one  in  a  field  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north- 
west of  us.  All  these  batteries  turned  loose  upon  us.  About  the  same 
time  their  infantry,  whose  position  had  been  ascertained  by  my  skir- 
mishers, unmasked  themselves  and  opened  fire.  The  Fourteenth  and 
Fifteenth  Texas  Regiments  were  soon  in  a  desperate  struggle;  the  regi- 
ments on  the  right  of  them  were  equally  exposed  to  their  artillery.  I  im 
mediately  sent  Majoi'  [F.  M.]  Spencer  to  Colonel  Harper,  who  was  in 
command  of  the  brigade  on  my  right  (General  McNair  having  become 
too  unwell),  to  move  his  brigade  up  to  my  assistance.  I  hastened  to  the 
left  of  my  command.  My  usen  had  driven  back  one  line  of  their  infantry 
upon  the  second  line;  still  behind  them  was  a  third  line.  I  have  since 
learned  that  a  short  distance  behind  these  was  General  Rosecrans'  head- 
quarters. The  cedars  were  falling  and  being  trimmed  by  bombs,  canis- 
ter, and  iron  hail,  which  seemed  to  fill  the  air.  My  men  had  not  yielded 
an  inch,  but,  sheltering  themselves  behind  the  rocks,  would  lie  down  and 
load,  rise  to  their  knees,  fire  into  the  closed  blue  line  not  over  60  yards 
from  them.  I  saw  their  officers  several  times  trying  to  get  their  men  to 
charge  us,  but  they  would  not.  Believing  it  to  be  impossible  to  bring  my 
entire  brigade  to  bear  with  full  force,  and  that  an  attempt  to  do  it  would 
be  attended  with  great  sacrifice  of  life,  I  ordered  them  to  fall  back.  The 
enemy  did  not,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  discover,  follow  us.  On  reaching 
the  woods,  I  formed  the  brigade  and  ordered  the  men  to  rest.  In  a  short 
time,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  moved  it  to  the  left  aud  took  position 
behind  a  fence,  where  my  men  could  rest  themselves  and  check  any 
attempted  advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction. 

It  is  due  to  my  brigade  to  say  they  had  been  under  almost  constant  fire 
for  eight  hours;  that  one-third,  almost,  of  my  command  had  been  killed 
or  wounded,  and  most  of  the  rest  were  very  much  exhausted. 

About  two  hours  by  sun  I  was  ordered  to  move  farther  to  the  east 
and  to  the  right.  We  were  halted  in  a  dense  cedar  forest,  where  the 
ground  was  covered  with  large  rocks.  This  ground  had  been  three  times 
fought  over  during  the  day.  The  battle  continued  to  rage  with  uninter- 
rupted fury  until  long  after  dark  farther  to  the  right.  For  over  twelve 
long  hours  it  had  continued  from  the  time  it  had  opened  on  their  right 
wing  in  the  morning.  We  occupied  all  the  ground  at  night  which  had 
been  fought  over  during  the  day,  except  on  his  extreme  left.  Most  of 
his  dead  and  wounded  were  left  within  our  lines.  We  occupied  a  very 
strong  position,  and  one,  with  a  little  labor  on  our  part,  from  which  we 
could  not  be  easily  driven.  Our  line  of  battle  was  formed ;  we  threw  out 
our  pickets,  built  small  fires — which  were  very  acceptable,  as  we  had 
been  without  them  for  two  days  and  nights — and  were  permitted  to  rest 
undisturbed  during  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  men  made  them  a  secure  breastwork  of 
rock.  This  completed,  every  man  took  his  position  ready  to  receive  the 
enemy  in  a  proper  manner.  The  day  passed  off  quietly  until  late  in  the 
evening,  when  an  effort  was  made  to  shell  us  out  of  our  position.  The 
timber  being  so  thick  and  our  breastworks  substantial,  they  could  effect 
nothing.  Our  pickets  would  exchange  shots  with  them  frequently  during 
the  day  and  night. 

On  the  second  day,  about  night,  the  enemy  again  shelled  the  woods 
for  some  time.    Their  pickets  advanced,  and  there  was  considerable 
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skirmishing  with  the  pickets  along  the  lines.  They  were  prudent  enough 
to  keep  at  a  respectable  distance  from  our  brea'st works. 

Captain  Douglas'  battery,  belonging  to  my  brigade,  did  efficient  serv- 
ice in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement.  After  we  had  driven  the  enemy 
from  their  guns,  and  had  followed  on  in  pursuit  of  them,  a  considerable 
body  of  the  enemy  moved  in  behind  us  from  our  right  and  formed.  About 
sun-up.  Captain  Douglas  was  ordered  to  move  up  with  his  battery 
toward  the  enemy's  line  and  join  his  brigade.  He  ordered  the  battery 
forward  immediately;  rode  himself  rapidly  in  advance  to  ascertain  the 
position  of  the  troops.  After  riding  to  the  point  where  the  enemy's  first 
battery  was  captured,  he  found  that  we  had  captured  the  b[attery]  and 
were  rapidly  pursuing.  He  returned  to  the  battery,  and  put  his  horses 
to  their  best  speed  to  assist  in  holding  the  advanced  position  attained. 
When  he  arrived  within  150  yards  of  the  captured  battery  (his  battery 
being  at  its  best  speed),  he  discovered  a  body  of  Federal  infantry  drawn 
up  in  line  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  captured  guns,  and 
not  far  from  his  head  team.  He  immediately  halted  the  battery  and 
gave  the  command,  "Front  into  line."  Discovering  that  the  enemy  did 
not  know  whether  he  was  friend  or  foe,  he  gave  the  command,  "  Left 
oblique  and  action  front,"  thus  bringing  his  guns  into  positions  not  bear- 
ing exactly  on  the  enemy.  During  this  time  Captain  Douglas  says  the 
enemy  waved  their  flag  at  him.  Seeing  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  he  or- 
dered the  gunners  to  commence  firing  with  canister.  The  enemy  fired 
about  this  time,  wounding  1  man,  killing  3  horses,  and  wounding  3  more. 
He  soon  threw  a  rapid  and  deadly  fire  into  the  enemy's  ranks.  They 
stood  but  a  few  discharges,  when  they  retreated  in  considerable  dis- 
order. As  this  battery  was  separated  from  my  brigade  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  his  report,  here- 
with inclosed,  for  a  full  and  complete  report  of  all  its  movements. 

At  10  a.  m.  on  the  3d  ultimo  [instant]  we  left  our  breastworks,  and 
moved  near  the  Lebanon  road,  just  above  Murfreesborough. 

The  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  so  far  as  I  was 
able  to  judge,  were  at  their  post  and  did  their  duty  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction. They  were  at  all  times  ready  to  obey  my  commands,  and  at  no 
time  during  the  day  gave  an  inch  of  ground  until  they  were  ordered. 

Colonel  Burks  was  gallantly  leading  his  regiment,  which  had  followed 
him  before  through  the  fire  and  smoke  of  battle,  when  he  received  a 
fatal  woun^.  He  felt  that  it  was  mortal.  He  pressed  his  hand  to  it  to 
conceal  it,  and  when  within  20  yards  of  their  battery  I  heard  him  dis- 
tinctly say,  "Charge  them,  my  boys;  charge  them."  He  kept  up  until, 
from  faintness,  he  found  he  could  go  no  farther.  A  better  friend,  a 
warmer  heart,  a  more  gallant  leader  than  he  was  never  drew  the  breath 
of  life.  He  was  idolized  by  his  regiment,  and  highly  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him  well.  He  perished  in  the  pride  of  his  life,  in  the  "thun- 
ders of  a  great  battle."  He  went  down  with  his  armor  on  in  defense  of 
his  country. 

The  Tenth  Texas  Eegiment  captured  three  stand  of  colors. 

Colonel  Andrews  and  Major  [W.  E  ]  Estes,  of  the  Fifteenth  Texas 
Regiment ;  Colonel  Locke,  Major  [ W.  D.  L.  F.]  Craig  (acting  lieutenant- 
colonel),  and  Captain  [H.  D.  E.]  Redwine  (acting  major),  of  the  Tenth 
Texas  Regiment,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bounds,  of  the  Eleventh  Texas 
Regiment,  together  with  their  entire  staffs,  acted  most  gallantly. 

The  conduct  of  the  different  company  officers  was  all  that  I  could 
have  desired. 

Captain  Kilgore,  my  assistant  adjutant- general,  and  Major  Spencer 
were  conspicuous  throughout  the  day.    They  were  always  among  the 
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foremost  in  the  charge,  leading,  directing,  encouraging  the  men,  and 
ready  to  execute  with  promptness  every  order  they  received.  I  would 
especially  recommend  them  for  promotion  for  gallant  conduct  on  the 
Dattle-field.    They  deserve  a  higher  position  than  tbey  now  occupy. 

I  would  speak  in  the  like  high  terms  of  the  conduct  on  the  battle-field 
of  Capt.  B.  Todhuiiter,  a  volunteer  aide.  He  was  slightly  wounded  in 
the  first  of  the  action,  but  remained  upon  the  field.  I  would  also  spe- 
cially recommend  him  for  promotion. 

Capt.  W,  H.  Smith,  acting  inspector-general,  and  Aide-de-camp  H. 
M.  Lane  rendered  me  very  efficient  service.  Lieutenant  Lane  was  also 
slightly  wounded. 

Maj.  Wiley  B.  Ector,  brigade  quartermaster,  besides  discharging  his 
other  duties,  kept  us  supplied  with  cooked  rations,  and,  with  a  detail, 
went  over  the  battle-field  and  collected  and  buried  the  dead  of  the  bri- 
gade. 

Dr.  L.  J.  Graham,  the  brigade  surgeon,  was  always  efficient  in  caring 
for,  renaoving,  and  providing  for  the  wounded.  In  fact,  so  far  as  I  have 
been  able  to  ascertain,  all  the  surgeons  deserve  credit  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  discharged  their  several  duties. 

I  lost  38  killed  and  308  wounded  in  the  battle. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  the  private  soldiers  of  the  brigade  have 
endeared  themselves  to  me  by  the  manner  in  which  they  performed  the 
duties  and  endured  the  perils  they  were  subjected  to  during  the  trying 
ordeal  through  which  they  have  just  passed. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

M.  D.  ECTOR, 
Brigadier  General,  Comdg.  First  Brig.,  McCown^s  Division. 

Maj.  H.  S.  Bradford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Ko.  284. 

Report  of  Col.  M,  F.  Locke,  C,  S.  Army,  Tenth  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted). 

Camp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  10,  1863. 

Dear  General;  In  compliance  with  your  order  (Il^o.  — )  of  the  9th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  showing  the 
operations  of  the  Tenth  Regiment  Texas  Cavalry  in  the  late  battles  in 
front  of  Murfreesborough : 

On  Tuesday  evening,  January  [December]  30,  [1862,]  while  our  battery 
and  that  of  the  enemy  were  firing  directly  across  the  right  wing  of  my 
regiment,  a  ball  from  a  rifle  cannon  of  the  enemy  struck  the  cedar-rail 
barricade  in  front  of  the  command,  and  timber  from  the  fence  bruised 
four  of  the  privates  and  slightly  wounded  Lieut.  J.  B.  Griffin,  of  Company 
C,  who  was  severely  [wounded]  the  following  day.  Seeing  that  the  situ- 
ation of  the  Tenth  Regiment  was  more  exposed  than  that  of  any  other 
in  the  brigade  on  that  evening,  owing  to  the  facts  that  a  gap  of  several 
hundred  yards  intervened  between  the  right  wing  (this  regiment  being 
on  the  right  of  the  brigade)  and  the  next  command,  to  wit.  General 
Smith's  brigade,  on  our  right,  and  that  powerful  efiPorts  were  being  made 
by  the  enemy  on  that  evening  to  gain  a  direct  range  of  the  line  of  the 
Texas  Brigade  with  their  artillery,  and  later  in  the  day  the  enemy 
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having  shifted  their  position  and  placed  their  battery  directly  in  front  of 
this  regiment,  it  was  apparent  that  the  fence  which  had  obstructed  the 
sight  of  the  enemy  would  serve  as  an  auxiliary  in  the  enemy's  hands 
if  our  position  was  discovered.  Knowing  this,  although  the  weather 
was  very  inclement  and  disagreeable,  I  did  not  allow  any  fire,  and  the 
blankets  having  been  left  at  camj),  the  men  suffered  very  mucli ;  and 
but  for  the  fact  that  they  had  been  lying  on  their  arms  withoui  sleep 
for  two  nights  previous,  sleep  would  have  been  impossible. 

Having  been  kept  in  a  silent,  still  position  for  two  days  and  nights 
during  disagreeable  weather,  on  the  morning  of  December  31, 1862,  when 
orders  came  that  the  command  would  move  forward,  it  was  difficult  to 
restrain  the  expression  of  joy  and  outburst  of  feeling  manifested  by  the 
men  at  an  opportunity  being  presented  upon  an  open  field  (such  as  lay 
before  us)  of  relieving  ourselves  from  this  unhappy  condition,  and  of 
deciding  the  fate  of  the  Confederacy  to  the  extent  that  a  little  regiment 
was  able  to  go.  It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  the  first  charge  made  on 
the  morning  of  the  31st,  my  orders  required  that  I  should  keep  close  on 
General  McNair's  brigade,  who  had  just  moved  into  the  gap  alluded  to 
on  the  right  of  my  regiment,  and  that  in  doing  so  it  threw  the  center  of 
the  Tenth  Regiment  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery,  consisting 
of  six  brass  jne  es  of  superior  quality,  which  opened  upon  our  lines  im- 
mediately after  leaving  the  cedar  fence  barricade  j  and  as  there  was  no 
obstruction  between  this  command  and  the  enemy's  lines  in  that  direc- 
tion, it  must  be  that  the  houses,  shade  trees,  and  fencing  on  the  left  and 
the  cedar  timber  and  fencing  on  the  right  sheltered  to  some  extent  the 
brave  troops  on  each  side  of  us,  causing  the  disparity  in  the  number 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  different  regiments  of  the  division  and  bri- 
gade. For  some  400  yards  before  we  drove  the  enemy  from  their  posi- 
tion immediately  in  rear  of  the  first  battery  and  captured  the  same,  my 
regiment  marched  in  full  view  of  tbe  infantry  and  artillery,  and  before 
the  sun  rose  we  numbered  of  killed  and  wounded  some  80  men. 

At  this  point  I  will  mention  an  incident  in  this  bloody  conflict :  The 
enemy's  lines  having  been  formed  immediately  in  our  front,  their  stand- 
ard-bearer, directly  in  front  of  mine,  was  waving  his  flag,  casting  it  for- 
ward, and,  by  various  motions,  urging  the  Abolition  column  forward, 
when  Sergt.  A.  Sims,  flag-bearer  of  this  regiment,  discovered  him  and 
pressed  forward  with  incredible  speed  directly  toward  the  enemy's  ban- 
ner, and,  on  reaching  within  a  pace  or  less  of  his  adversary,  he  planted 
the  Confederate  flag  firmly  upon  the  ground  with  one  hand  and  with  a 
manly  grasp  reached  the  other  after  the  flag-staff  held  by  his  enemy ; 
but  the  other  gave  back,  and  in  that  moment  they  both  fell  in  the  ago- 
nies of  death,  waving  their  banners  above  their  heads  until  their  last 
expiring  moments.  My  flag-bearer  having  fallen,  and  there  being  but 
one  of  my  old  color-guard  left,  Sergt.  James  T.  McGee  was  only  spared 
to  advance  a  few  paces  toward  his  banner,  when  another  of  our  noblest 
and  bravest  men  fell  to  rise  no  more  until  aroused  by  the  Trump  of  God 
to  come  to  judgment.  At  this  moment  Private  Manning,  of  Company  H, 
gathered  the  flag-staff'  and  rushed  to  the  front  with  a  spirit  and  nerve 
sufficient  for  any  calling,  and  bore  the  same  aloft  throughout  the  day. 

Two  stand  of  colors  are  known  to  have  been  taken  by  this  regiment, 
and,  it  is  believed,  three ;  but  as  all  were  sent  to  the  rear  by  the  wounded 
and  the  infirmary  corps,  I  have  not  had  opportunity  to  look  them  up. 

Of  Major  (Acting  Lieutenant-Colonel)  Craig  and  senior  Captain  (Act- 
ing Major)  Redwine  and  Adjutant  [J.  J.]  Jarvis,  I  will  say  that  they  all 
of  tliem  proved  themselves  fully  equal  to  the  emergency  on  that  occa- 
sion; and,  in  my  opinion,  the  display  of  valor  and  unflinching  bravery 
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in  the  conflict  on  December  31,  1862,  has  not  been  surpassed  upon  this 
continent. 

The  loss  sustained  by  this  command  will  foot  up  as  follows,  to  wit : 
The  number  of  comm[issioned  officers]  engaged  was  20,  and  of  that 
number  11  were  killed,  wounded,  or  left  in  the  enemy's  lines.  The  total 
number  in  battle  was  about  350  men.  Of  that  number  117  were  either 
left  in  the  enemy's  lines,  killed,  or  wounded. 

As  stated,  we  captured,  it  is  confidently  believed,  three  stand  of  the 
enemy's  colors  and  at  least  six  pieces  of  brass  cannon.* 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  not  by  the  mention  of  names  to  make  distinc- 
tion between  men  where  all  acted  so  nobly,  but  it  is  with  peculiar  pride 
I  state  the  fact  that  all  of  my  men  knew  their  rights  and  dared  to  defend 
them,  reckless  of  hazard  or  consequence. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  F.  LOCKE, 
Colonel.,  Commanding  Tenth  Regiment  Texas  Cavalry, 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Ector, 

Com4g.  First  Brigade,  McCotcn^s  Division,  Army  of  Tennessee. 


Kg.  285. 
Report  of  Lieut  CoL  J,  M.  Bounds,  Eleventh  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted). 

Shelbyville,  Tenn.,  January  10,  1803. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  — ,  I  would  respectfully 
report  that  our  regiment  was  called  into  line  of  battle  before  Murfrees- 
borough,  Tenn.,  on  the  evening  of  December  29,  1862,  and  took  a  posi 
tion  within  500  yards  of  the  enemy's  line,  and  established  temporary 
breastworks  out  offence  rails,  where  they  remained  under  range  of  the 
enemy's  guns  (and  heavy  shelling  at  intervals)  until  7  a.  m.  of  the  3iRt, 
at  which  time  we  were  orden  d  to  move  forward  on  the  enemy ;  and  the 
regiment  responded  promptly,  under  command  of  our  late  gallant  colo- 
nel, John  0.  Burks,  and  charged  the  enemy's  lines,  and  repulsing  them, 
taking  (or  running  over)  three  of  their  batteries,  killing  and  wounding 
many,  routing  and  putting  to  flight  their  reserve,  and  pursuing  them 
about  3  miles,  aud  making  great  havoc  on  their  lines,  and  was  then 
called  off  (there  being  no  formidable  enemy  in  our  front)  and  marched 
back  in  column,  inclining  to  the  left,  until  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had  a  strong  position  on  the  Nashville  pike,  to  our  left,  and  we 
were  ordered  to  halt  and  form  in  line  of  battle,  preparatory  to  a  charge, 
which  was  done,  and  the  charge  made  with  gallantry  and  heroism.  But 
owing  to  the  fatigued  condition  of  the  men,  and  obstructions  from  the 
rough  conformation  of  the  ground  we  had  to  pass  over,  our  line  was 
thrown  into  confusion  and  ordered  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in  mod- 
erate, fair  order,  and  we  were  ordered  to  a  position  on  our  right,  which 
we  took  and  held  until  1  a.  m.  of  January  3,  when  we  were  ordered  back 
to  Murfreesborough. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  first  engagement  I  regret  to  have  to  say  that 
our  gallant  colonel  was  mortally  wounded,  though  at  his  post  leading 
his  men  on  to  a  glorious  victory,  and  the  officers  and  men  that  were 
under  my  immediate  command  on  that  day  and  during  the  siege  acted 
promptly  and  gallantly. 

•  The  colors  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Illiiiois  were  captured  by  this  regiment. 
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Our  loss  was  serious,  viz,  8  killed,  2  mortally  wounded,  35  severely 
wounded,  49  slightly  wounded,  2  captured,  and  16  missing. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  reported. 
EespectfuUy,  yours,  &c., 

J.  M.  BOUNDS, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Commanding  Eleventh  Texas  Cavalry, 

Brigadier-General  [M.  D.]  Ector. 


Ko.  286. 

Report  of  Col,  J,  L,  Camp,  Fourteenth  Texas  Cavalry  {dismounted). 

Camp  near  Shelbyvllle,  Tenn., 

January  10,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  Special  Orders,  No.  — ,  the  following  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Murfreesborough  is  respectfully  submitted  : 

On  Tuesday,  the  30th  ultimo,  our  x>ositions  were  assigned  us  in  line  of 
battle,  subject  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  the  one  directly  in  front 
at  a  distance  of  some  600  yards ;  the  other  on  our  right,  but  in  range  at 
a  little  greater  distance.  The  batteries  opened  upon  us  in  the  evening 
and  continued  for  some  half  hour  a  heavy  fire,  but  without  injury  to  my 
command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  orders  were  transmitted  to  me  indicating 
a  forward  movement  upon  our  part.  Having  hastily  prepared  to  exe- 
cute the  order,  the  final  order  "forward"  was  given  at  about  6  a.  m. 
The  march  was  made  in  quick  time,  until  the  enemy's  line  appeared,  and 
their  batteries  in  full  view,  when  the  command  "charge"  was  given,  and 
faithfully,  nobly,  and  gallantly  executed  upon  the  part  of  both  men  and 
officers,  putting  to  flight  the  enemy  and  capturing  the  battery,  horses, 
&c.,  immediately  in  front  of  my  regiment.  My  command  suffered  greatly 
in  this  first  charge,  some  of  whom  were  killed,  others  wounded,  among 
whom  was  my  sergeant-major  (Johnson),  who  fell  among  the  foremost 
in  the  charge. 

The  enemy  from  thence  retreated,  and  attempted  to  reform  at  a  dis- 
tance of  some  200  or  300  yards,  but  the  charge  first  ordered  was  not  in 
the  least  checked,  and  they  were  again  repulsed, with  but  little  loss  upon 
our  part.  Then  ensued  a  running  fight  for  some  distance,  until  the 
enemy  were  driven  out  of  sight  before  us.  We  continued  our  march  in 
quick  time  in  the  direction  indicated,  and,  coming  in  sight  of  the  enem> 
in  large  force  formed  behind  some  woods,  skirmishers  were  immedi- 
ately thrown  out.  My  regiment,  by  exhaustion,  wounded,  and  killed, 
had  been  reduced  to  about  120  men.  Soon  the  skirmishers  began  a 
brisk  fire,  and  the  order  "  charge"  was  given,  and  my  regiment,  in  con- 
nection with  the  regiment  on  my  left,  advanced  into  the  woods  under 
the  most  fearful  fire  of  infantry,  which  they  repulsed,  and  continued  the 
charge  until  they  advanced  in  range  of  the  cross-fires  of  three  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  planted  at  a  distance  of  some  300  or  400  yards  from 
us.  In  this  precarious  condition  we  kept  the  enemy — so  vastly  superior 
in  numbers,  and  aided,  as  they  were,  by  artillery — in  check,  repulsing 
one  charge  upon  us,  and  kept  up  a  continued  fire  until  ordered  to  fall 
back,  which  order  was  executed,  and  we  reformed  at  a  distance  of  half 
a  mile.  At  this  juncture  men  were  never  more  exposed  and  suffered 
less.  Each  man  acted  well  his  part ;  each  commanding  officer  of  com- 
panies, as  well  as  field,  was  at  his  post  cheering  his  men,  and  each  pri- 
vate conducting  himself  with  such  heroism  as  to  inspire  all  around  w>  \ 
courage. 
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Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  commendation  of  men  who  suffered  with 
heroic  patience  the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy  in  this  last  charge,  when 
their  only  help  visible  was  the  small  regiment  on  my  left,  r^uced  in 
like  proportion  to  my  own,  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  ten  times  their  num- 
ber, supported,  as  they  were,  with  the  large  batteries. 

For  a  report  *  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  I  refer  you  to  report  pre- 
viously made. 

J.  L.  CAMP, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Fourteenth  Texas  Cavalry  Regiment 

General  [M.  D.]  Ector, 

Commanding  First  Brigade, 


No.  287. 

Report  of  Col,  Julius  A.  Andrews^  Fifteenth  Texas  Cavalry  (dismounted). 

Keab  Shelby ville,  Tenn., 

January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  claim  your  indulgence  in  submitting  the  following  report  of 
operations  of  the  Fifteenth  Texas  Eegiment  (dismounted  cavalry)  during 
the  recent  engagement  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  commencing  on 
December  29,  1862,  your  brigade,  in  connection  with  the  balance  of  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  P.  McCown's  division,  having  been  moved  from  lieadyville, 
Tenn.,  to  the  left  wing  of  General  Bragg's  army  on  Monday,  December 
29,  instant  [ultimo] : 

On  my  arrival  on  line  of  battle,  I  deployed  my  regiment,  as  directed 
by  yourself,  as  skirmishers,  covering  the  entire  front  of  the  brigade. 
My  regiment  numbered  at  the  time  313  men,  rank  and  file.  The  en- 
emy failing  to  advance  on  our  line  of  battle  on  Monday,  the  29th  instant 
[ultimo],  the  Fifteenth  Kegiment  remained  inactive  during  the  day.  My 
men  were  rallied  after  being  relieved  by  a  picket  guard  under  command 
of  Col.  John  C.  Burks,  of  Eleventh  Texas,  at  8  p.  m.,  at  which  time  I 
resumed  my  position  in  line  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade,  where 
I  remained  until  ordered  to  advance  with  the  brigade  on  Wednesday 
morning.  However,  a  portion  of  the  day  on  Tuesday,  30th  instant 
[ultimo],  we  were  under  fire  of  artillery,  which  resulted  in  no  damage 
to  my  command,  as  we  were  sheltered  by  a  rail  fence.  The  firing 
ceased  about  sundown ;  the  night  passed  quietly ;  the  weather  rather 
inclement. 

On  Wednesday  morning  at  4  o'oclock  my  regiment  was  awakened  and 
ordered  to  be  in  line  of  battle  at  5  o'clock,  which  order  was  promptly 
obeyed.  We  remained  in  line  until  6.30  o'clock,  at  which  time  we  were 
ordered  to  move  forward.  The  enemy,  having  advanced  the  evening 
before  within  600  yards  of  our  line,  stationed  their  batteries  opposite  the 
right  and  center  of  the  brigade.  I  advanced  about  200  yards  with  my 
regiment  in  line  of  battle  with  the  brigade,  at  which  point  the  command 
"  charge ''  was  given.  My  regiment  charged  about  100  yards,  which 
brought  them  in  range  of  the  enemy.  We  then  opened  fire  on  them,  still 
continuing  the  charge,  routing  and  driving  the  enemy  before  us  for  about 
3  miles,  killing  and  wounding  and  capturing  numbers  of  them,  after 
which  time  we  were  halted  for  rest  and  ammunition  for  about  fifteen 
minutes.  We  were  then  ordered  to  advance,  which  we  did  (inclining  to 
the  right  on  the  march),  crossing  the  pike  (the  name  of  which  I  do  not 
know),  passing  through  woods  and  fields  until  we  had  advanced  1 J  miles 

'Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  681. 
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farther.  I  was  then  ordered  to  deploy  skirmishers  covering  the  front  of 
my  regiment.  I  obeyed  the  order  as  promptly  as  possible.  After  ad- 
vancing 300  yards  farther,  the  skirmishers  which  had  been  deployed 
came  in  contact  with  the  enemy.  My  regiment  continued  to  advance, 
which  soon  brought  us  up  to  the  position  occupied  by  my  skirmishers, 
at  which  time  we  found  ourselves  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry.  The 
enemy  being  ambuscaded  in  a  hedge  of  cedars,  rendered  it  impossible  to 
open  an  effective  fire  on  them.  My  regiment  continued  to  advance  until 
we  arrived  at  a  rail  fence,  which  was  100  yards  from  the  front  of  my  reg- 
iment at  the  time  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  my  skirmishers,  and  about 
40  yards  from  the  hedge  of  cedars.  We  soon  arrived  at  the  fence  and 
passed  over  it,  at  which  time  I  gave  the  command  "  charge."  My  regi- 
ment charged,  driving  the  enemy  promptly  before  them  out  of  the  hedge. 
We  continued  the  charge  for  about  100  yards,  which  brought  us  some 
distance  beyond  the  hedge  in  an  open  woods.  The  front  of  my  regiment 
by  this  time  was  unmasked  by  the  enemy's  infantry,  having  driven  them 
to  our  left.  A  heavy  cannonading  quickly  ensued  from  masked  batteries, 
stationed  about  150  yards  distant,  and  opposite  the  right  of  my  regiment 
and  the  left  of  the  Fourteenth  Texas  Eegiment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
[J.  L.]  Camp.  The  fire  of  shot,  shell,  and  grape  being  so  terrific,  I  ordered 
my  regiment  to  stand,  which  they  did.  We  were  at  this  time  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  my  regiment,  in  conjunction  with 
Colonel  Camp's,  having  halted  and  held  the  enemy  in  check  for  about 
fifteen  minutes.  I  at  this  time  discovered  that  the  two  regiments  com- 
posing the  right  of  the  brigade  had  been  separated,  from  some  unknown 
cause,  from  my  regiment  and  CoIodcI  Camp's.  I  cautioned  my  regiment 
to  stand  fast  and  continue  the  fire.  I  approached  General  M.  D.  Ector, 
who  was  stationed  at  the  time  in  the  rear  of  the  center  of  my  regiment, 
cheering  my  men  on.  I  asked  him  where  the  balance  of  the  brigade  was. 
He  replied  he  did  not  know.  I  then  remarked  to  him  it  was  impossible 
for  my  regiment  and  Colonel  Camp's  to  contend  agaiust  a  brigade  of 
infantry  and  the  artillery,  too,  as  our  regiments  were  comparatively 
small.  He  then  remarked,  "  We  had  better  give  back."  I  then  re- 
turned to  my  command  and  ordered  them  to  give  back,  the  booming  of 
cannon  and  musketry  being  so  terrific  at  the  time  that  it  was  impossible 
for  my  voice  to  be  heard  only  by  those  who  were  near  me.  However, 
the  men  who  heard  the  command  obeyed  it,  which  was  discovered  by 
the  men  up  and  down  the  line ;  also  by  the  left  of  Colonel  Camp's  regi- 
ment, which  caused  both  regiments  to  fall  back  in  as  good  order  as  pos 
sible,  under  the  circumstances.  We  retired  the  same  route  we  advanced 
until  we  arrived  in  the  woods,  about  700  yards  distant.  We  were  then 
halted  by  General  M.  D.  Ector  in  line  and  ordered  to  rest. 

It  was  now  about  2  p.  m.  We  remained  at  this  point  about  one  hour, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  the  Tenth  and  Eleventh  Eegiments  joined  us. 
We  were  then  moved  to  the  right  and  rear  of  this  point,  where  we  halted, 
the  operations  of  the  day  in  which  my  regiment  was  engaged  having 
ceased.  It  was  now  New  Year's  night,  and  as  we  were  fatigued  from 
the  toils  of  the  day,  we  were  permitted  to  rest  undisturbed.  The  dawn 
of  a  new  year  soon  hovered  over  us.  We  found  ourselves  stationed 
about  750  yards  in  front  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle.  The  ground 
being  covered  with  rock  and  fallen  trees  suitable  for  a  breastwork,  the 
men  soon  appropriated  them  for  that  purpose,  anticipating  an  attack 
from  the  enemy.  The  breastwork  being  completed,  every  man  was  at 
his  post  awaiting  the  advance  of  the  enemy.    The  enemy  did  not  advance. 

The  day  passed  off  quietly  until  4.30  p.  m.  j  the  enemy  at  this  time 
opened  fire  with  artillery,  endeavoring  to  shell  us  from  our  position,  the 
woods  in  which  we  were  stationed  being  so  heavily  timbered  that  the 
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effects  of  their  guns  proved  to  be  of  no  avail.  The  firing  ceased  about 
dark.  Our  pickets  were  stationed  about  150  yards  in  front  of  the  breast- 
work, frequently  exchanging  shots  with  the  pickets  of  the  enemy;  v^^ith 
this  exception,  the  night  passed  off'  quietly. 

It  was  now  January  2.  We  still  held  our  position  during  the  day, 
unmolested,  until,  about  7  p.  m.,  the  enemy  renewed  their  fire,  shelling 
the  woods  for  about  half  an  hour,  but  all  to  no  effect.  We  still  held  our 
position  until  about  1  a.  m.,  at  which  time  we  retired  from  our  position, 
also  the  line  of  battle. 

It  was  now  January  3 ;  the  operations  of  my  regiment  in  the  battle 
before  Murfreesborough  ceased.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  announce  the 
casualties  of  my  regiment  to  be  as  follows,  viz  :  5  killed,  32  wounded, 
and  5  missing. 

With  due  deference  to  the  Fifteenth  Texas  Eegiment,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  stating  that  every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  pri 
vate  behaved  himself  while  in  the  recent  engagement  with  honor  to  him- 
self and  country,  as  I  never  saw  one  of  them  falter.  They  were  all  at 
their  post  of  duty,  ready  and  willing  to  obey  any  command  that  might 
be  given  them,  and  never  giving  one  inch  of  ground  to  the  enemj^  until 
they  were  ordered.  I  therefore  claim  for  them  the  name  of  being  true 
and  brave  Confederate  soldiers.  I  will  here  take  pleasure  in  stating 
that  Maj.  W.  [E.]  Estes,  of  my  regiment,  was  always  at  his  post  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  position  with  honor  and  credit  to  himself 
and  regiment,  at  the  same  time  winning  for  himself  the  name  of  a  true 
and  brave  soldier.  Adjt.  George  M.  Lindsay  conducted  himself  during 
the  engagement  with  much  calmness,  which  has  accomplished  [com- 
manded] the  admiration  of  his  brother  officers  and  soldiers.  Also 
Sergt.  Maj.  Luther  A.  Williams,  who  was  always  in  the  front  rank 
sharing  the  fate  of  a  battle.  The  action  of  the  different  officers  of  my 
command  would  not  permit  of  any  distinction,  for  I  feel  assured  and  am 
proud  to  say  that  all  of  them  discharged  their  duties  in  a  manner  be- 
coming them  as  officers. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JULIUS  A.  ANDREWS, 
Colonel^  Comdg.  Fifteenth*  Texas  Regt.  Dismounted  Cav, 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  D.  Ector, 

Comdg,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Army  of  Tennessee, 


No.  288. 

Beport  of  Capt.  James  P.  Douglas,  Texas  Battery, 

Artillery  Camp, 
Near  SJielbyville,  Tenn.,  January  9,  1863. 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  special  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  it  be- 
comes my  duty  to  make  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my  battery  in  the 
recent  battles  before  Murfreesborough.   I  therefore  submit  the  following ; 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  [1862,]  I  received  orders  through 
Capt.  George  M.  Mathes,  chief  of  artillery  of  McCown's  division,  to 
move  to  a  position  in  rear  of  the  division,  which  I  accordingly  did.  Sub- 
sequently, about  sun-up,  I  was  ordered  to  advance  toward  the  enemy's 
lines,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  join  my  brigade.  1  ordered  the  battery 
forward  immediately  and  rode  rapidly  in  advance  to  ascertain  the  posi- 

*  This  regiment  appears  subsequently  on  Texas  register  as  the  Thirty-second  Texa* 
Cavalry. 
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tion  of  the  troops.  After  riding  to  the  point  where  the  enemy's  first 
battery  was  captured,  I  found  that  the  brigade  had  driven  the  enemy, 
and  was  advancing  rapidly.  I  returned  to  the  battery  and  put  my  horses 
to  their  best  speed,  to  assist  in  hohling  the  advanced  position  obtained. 
When  I  arrived  within  150  yards  of  the  captured  battery  (my  battery 
being  at  its  best  si^eed),  I  discovered  a  large  body  of  Federal  infantry 
drawn  up  in  line  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  l3y  the  captured  guns, 
and  about  125  yards  from  my  lead  team.  I  immediately  halted  the  bat- 
tery and  gave  the  command,  ^^  Front  into  line."  While  this  was  [being] 
executed,  I  discovered  that  the  enemy  did  not  know  whether  I  was  friend 
or  foe.  I  therefore  gave  the  command,  "  Left  oblique  and  action  front," 
thus  bringing  my  guns  into  position  not  bearing  exactly  on  the  enemy. 
During  this  time  the  enemy  had  unfolded  and  waved  conspicuously  the 
Stars  and  Stripes.  As  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  I  ordered  the  gunners  to 
commence  firing  with  canister.  The  enemy,  doubtless  hearing  my  com- 
mand, opened  a  brisk  fire,  wounding  1  man  and  killing  3  horses  and 
wounding  3.  The  cannoneers  under  the  circumstances  acted  with  great 
coolness,  and  in  a  moment  threw  a  rapid  and  deadly  fire  into  the  enemy's 
ranks.  They  stood  but  a  few  discharges,  when  they  retreated  in  con- 
siderable disorder. 

In  these  raj)id  movements  some  of  my  horses  had  become  entangled 
and  broken  their  harness,  and  one  of  my  caissons  in  running  over  a  log 
had  broken  the  pintle  pin.  Some  time  was  consumed  in  righting  these 
things,  during  which  time  I  was  ordered  to  employ  a  portion  of  my  horses 
in  conveying  the  captured  guns  to  the  rear. 

By  this  time  General  Hardee  arrived  and  ordered  me  to  take  a  posi- 
tion 600  yards  in  rear  of  where  the  infantry  was  engaged,  which  I  ac- 
cordingly did,  reonaining  there  until  our  lines  had  advanced  consider- 
ably, when  I  moved  forward  in  obedience  to  orders  and  took  another 
position.  While  the  battery  remained  in  this  position,  I  rode  forward  to 
the  division  and  reported  the  position  to  General  McOown.  He  ordered 
me  to  bring  the  battery  forward  to  the  Nolens ville  pike.  I  advanced  to 
that  point  and  took  position  on  the  extreme  left,  where  I  remained  during 
the  rest  of  the  day.  I  remained  bivouacked  near  this  position  during 
the  night,  and  also  on  January  1  and  2,  and  until  General  McCown's 
division  was  ordered  to  the  Lebanon  pike. 

During  the  protracted  engagement  every  member  of  my  command 
showed  a  willingness  to  do  his  duty.  Lieutenants  [J.  H.]  Bingham, 
[Benjamin]  Hardin,  and  [M.  L.]  Fleishl,  in  command  of  their  respective 
sections,  were  brave  and  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  P.  DOUGLAS, 
Captain,  Commanding  Battery, 

Oapt.  0.  B.  KiLGORE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Reports  of  Col.  Robert  B,  Vance,  Ticenty -ninth  North  Carolina  Infam>try^ 
commanding  regiment  and  Second  Brigade. 

[1863.] 


[The  following  is  a]  report  [of  the  operations  of  the]  Twenty-ninth 
North  Oarblina  Kegiment  in  [the]  fight  near  Murfreesborough,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1862: 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  the  regiment,  under  my  command, 
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took  its  place  in  the  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  brigade  (Eains'), 
which  was  the  extreme  left  of  General  McOown's  division.  Ten  minutes 
after  forming,  the  order  to  advance  was  given,  which  was  done  in  good 
order  until  a  lane  half  a  mile  from  the  point  of  starting  was  reached, 
when  the  enemy's  pickets  were  encountered,  and  a  short  but  brisk  firing 
commenced,  without,  however,  retarding  the  progress  of  the  command 
for  one  moment.  The  pickets  fell  back  behind  the  cover  of  a  field  bat- 
tery of  one  brass  piece  (12-pounder  howitzer),  which  the  men,  sweeping 
on,  took  before  it  could  be  got  into  position  to  open  fire.  Four  of  the 
gunners  were  captured  at  their  guns,  besides  some  other  of  the  enemy's 
vedettes,  who  were  run  down  by  our  men  in  the  chase,  which  had  now 
extended  to  2^  miles.  Not  stopping  at  this  gun  longer  than  to  send  the 
prisoners  to  the  rear,  the  regiment  again  pushed  on  (in  its  designated 
place  in  the  brigade)  for,  perhaps,  2  miles  farther,  capturing  meantime 
one  six-mule  team  and  wagon,  loaded  with  ammunition,  instruments  of 
a  brass  band,  kettle  and  bass  drum,  and  one  four-mule  wagon,  loaded 
with  medical  stores.  Soon  after,  in  passing  through  a  dense  oak  wood, 
a  battalion  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  were  discovered  lying  on  the 
ground  some  50  paces  in  advance.  They  fired  one  volley  into  us,  which, 
being  i>romptly  returned,  they  retired  rapidly  across  a  corn-field  and 
into  a  thicket  of  cedars,  where  the  enemy  were  posted  in  strong  force. 
This  thicket  of  cedars  was  so  dense  that  it  formed  in  itself  a  natural 
breastwork  and  protection  to  the  enemy  posted  therein.  Halting  the 
regiment  but  a  moment  for  the  stragglers  to  close  up,  the  command  was 
given  to  drive  them  out,  and  the  men  commenced  promptly  to  advance. 
Here  the  struggle  of  the  day  took  place.  The  enemy,  sheltering  them- 
selves behind  the  trunks  of  the  thickly  standing  trees  and  the  large 
rocks,  of  which  there  were  many,  stubbornly  contested  the  ground  inch 
by  inch.  Our  brave  boys,  cheered  on  and  led  by  their  field,  staff,  and 
company  officers,  advanced  through  a  very  tempest  of  leaden  bail  and 
drove  them  pell-mell  from  the  thicket  into  an  open  field  beyond.  Here 
the  enemy's  batteries,  on  an  eminence  half  mile  beyond,  began  to  play 
upon  us.  The  men  stood  to  their  places  amid  this  storm  of  shot  and 
shell  and  grape  and  canister  until  it  was  ascertained  that  their  ammu- 
nition was  exhausted.  Just  at.  this  m.oment,  too.  General  Rains  was 
seen  to  fall,  and  the  news,  running  like  wild-fire  along  the  whole  line, 
produced  a  temporary  confusion,  which  induced  the  senior  colonel  of 
the  brigade  to  order  the  command  to  fall  back  both  to  get  ammunition 
and  to  shelter  themselves  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  against  which 
they  could  do  nothing. 

During  the  engagement  my  horse  was  killed  and  Adjutant  [John  E.] 
Hoey's  shot  under  him. 

The  regiment  entered  the  fight  with  300  men,  but,  from  the  long- 
continued  chase,  at  least  50  fell  out  and  were  not  in  the  fight  in  the 
cedars.  We  had  5  men  killed,  46  wounded,  and  5  missing,  making  a 
total  of  56. 

Some  of  the  officers  and  men  deserve  especial  mention  for  their  dar- 
ing, gallantry,  and  good  conduct  upon  the  field,  while  all  engaged  did 
their  duty. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

ROBT.  B.  VANCE, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  Regiment, 

JMajor  [H.  S.]  Bradford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

8helbyvill€j  Tenn.^  January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  part  taken  in  the 
battle  of  Murfreesborough  on  the  31st  ultimo  by  the  Second  Brigade, 
McCown's  division. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  the  brigade  was  formed  in  line  at  day 
break,  the  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  Eegiment  having  just  arrived 
from  McMinnville,  Tenn.  The  command  ^'  forward"  was  soon  given,  and 
the  whole  command  promptly  sprang  forward,  soon  taking  the  double- 
quick  step,  which  was  kept,  under  the  direction  of  General  Itains  (who 
gallantly  led  his  troops  forward),  until  arriving  at  a  lane,  where  we  en- 
countered the  enemy's  pickets,  who  fired  upon  us  and  fled.  One  man 
in  the  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  was  killed  in  the  first  fire.  Crossing 
the  fences,  the  double-quick  was  taken  again,  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
continuing  to  retreat  rapidly  before  our  shouting  and  triumphant  troops. 
The  charge  was  continued  for  about  the  distance  of  3  miles,  when  the 
command  was  halted,  the  left  flank  resting  on  a  creek.  Here  the  strag- 
glers were  gathered  up  and  the  brigade  reformed. 

During  the  charge  the  Twenty -ninth  North  Carolina  Eegiment  cap- 
tured one  12-pounder  howitzer,  one  six-horse  wagon  laden  with  ammu- 
nition, and  one  medical  wagon,  while  the  gunners  were  driven  from  a 
battery  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Stovall,  Third  Georgia,  and  the  pieces 
sent  to  the  rear.  The  charge  was  so  rapid  that  time  was  not  aflbrded 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  pieces  thus  sent  back,  as  the  command  was 
not  halted  tor  a  moment. 

After  resting  for  a  short  time,  the  command  was  moved  some  distance 
by  the  right  flank,  then  moved  by  the  front  through  several  fields  into 
a  grove  of  oaks. 

At  this  point  the  brigade  was  changed  somewhat.  Colonel  Stovall, 
Third  Georgia  [Battalion],  was  placed  on  right ;  Major  [J.  T.]  Smith, 
Ninth  Georgia,  next ;  then  Colonel  Vance,  Twenty-ninth  North  Caro- 
lina, leaving  Colonel  [G.  W.]  Gordon,  Eleventh  Tennessee,  on  left.  In 
this  manner  we  advanced,  encountering  the  enemy  in  force  in  a  few 
moments.  He  delivered  one  fire  and  fell  back  in  confusion,  our  boys 
pushing  on  with  enthusiasm,  charging  through  the  forest,  and  driving 
the  enemy  pell-mell  before  them.  The  enemy  formed  again  on  a  slight 
elevation  in  our  front,  from  which  they  were  soon  driven  into  a  cedar 
thicket,  and  from  thence  finally  into  a  large  field  under  cover  of  their 
guns,  a  heavy  battery  of  which  opened  on  us  at  once  with  shell,  grape, 
and  canister,  while  the  enemy's  infantry  rallied  and  opened  fire  from 
two  or  three  heavy  lines  of  battle.  Here  was  the  struggle  for  the  day, 
and  a  hard  one  it  was.  Almost  immediately  after  this  hard  contest  be- 
gan our  gallant  and  noble  brigadier-general  (James  E.  Kains)  was  shot 
through  the  heart,  falling  dead  from  his  horse.  Still,  the  troops  fought 
on,  though  the  fall  of  so  daring  a  leader  necessarily  produced  consider- 
able confusion.  Owing  to  the  dense  cedar  thicket  through  which  we 
were  charging,  the  Third  and  Ninth  Georgia  Battalions  got  separated 
from  the  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  and  Eleventh  Tennessee,  on  the 
extreme  right.  From  the  reports  of  Colonel  Stovall  and  Major  Smith,  I 
learn  that  these  gallant  commands  were  hotly  engaged  in  front  and  on 
the  right  flank,  being  subjected  to  an  enfilading  fire.  They  drove  the 
enemy  from  his  position,  and,  finding  the  line  falling  back,  joined  it  and 
reformed  in  the  oak  woods.  They  subsequently  obtained  position  on 
the  right  of  General  Johnson's  brigade,  and  continued  there  until  placed 
in  the  new  line  of  battle  near  the  cedar  swamp,  and  were  kept  in  line 
until  Friday  night,  January  2,  having  occasional  skirmishes  with  the 
enemy  in  front. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina  and  Eleventh  Ten- 
nessee, after  continuing  the  engagement  for  some  time,  found  their  am- 
munition exhausted,  and  accordingly  retired  to  get  supplied  and  to 
recover  the  line  fully.  Here  again  the  Twenty-ninth  [North  Carolina] 
and  Eleventh  Tennessee  became  separated,  as,  through  a  mistake,  the 
commands  went  to  dift'erent  points  for  ammunition.  From  [Lieuten- 
antJ-Colonel  f  William  J  Thedford's  report  (Colonel  Gordon  having  been 
wounded  in  the  cedar  thicket),  I  learn  that  after  getting  the  cartridge- 
boxes  filled  they  went  in  with  General  LiddelFs  brigade  and  sustained 
heavy  loss  m  a  severe  action,  capturing  several  pieces,  which  they  were 
compelled  to  abandon  for  want  of  support. 

The  Twenty -ninth  North  Carolina  also  returned  to  the  field,  and  were 
ordered  to  attack  a  brigade  of  the  enemy  which  was  trying  to  flank  Gen- 
eral McNair.  The  command  moved  across  the  open  field,  being  ex- 
posed to  a  raking  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery  near  by ;  but  meeting 
General  McNair's  brigade  coming  out,  the  command  was  ordered  to  join 
it,  which  it  did  in  the  woods  to  the  rear,  where  they  were  also  joined  by 
the  Eleventh  Tennessee. 

Eeceiving  orders  to  obey  the  orders  of  Colonel  Harper,  I  joined  my 
two  regiments  to  General  McNair's  brigade,  and  we  were  moved  on  the 
new  line  of  battle,  constituting  General  McCowu's  right,  on  General 
Cheatham's  left.  Here  we  lay  in  line  of  battle  until  Friday  night,  Jan- 
uary 2,  occasionally  skirmishing  in  front  and  constantly  expecting  the 
attack  to  be  renewed. 

From  the  report  of  First  Lieut.  W.  A.  McDuffie,  Eufaula  Light  Ar- 
tillery, I  learn  that  his  battery  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  for  an  hour 
on  December  30,  and  that  he  was  then  ordered  to  take  position  in  front 
of  his  own  (Second)  brigade  (he  having  been  supporting  Eobert son's 
battery),  but  could  not  do  so  for  want  of  ammunition,  which  was  sup- 
plied during  the  night. 

On  Wednesday  (31st)  he  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  took  position 
near  the  Nolensville  pike,  but  was  not  engaged ;  Second  Lieutenant  [W. 
J.]  McKenzie  was  ordered  to  take  position  with  two  i)ieces  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  with  General  Buford.  Here  he  was  engaged  on  the  31st  for 
two  hours,  co-operating  with  General  Wheeler's  cavalry.  The  report 
speaks  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  men. 

From  all  that  I  saw,  and  have  since  heard,  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops 
on  the  field,  I  feel  that  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  them.  The  ground 
charged  over  first  and  last  was  quite  5  miles,  and  the  time  occupied  in 
the  charge  three  and  three  quarters  hours. 

The  field  and  staff  officers  of  the  different  commands,  and  the  brigade 
staff'  officers,  behaved  nobly,  and  have  surely  merited  high  favors  at  the 
hands  of  their  country. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  speak  further  of  General  Rains.  His 
gallantry  and  daring  exposure  of  himself  was  certainly  not  surpassed 
upon  the  field.    Peace  to  his  ashes. 

As  coming  under  my  own  eye,  I  beg  to  mention  Adjt.  J.  E.  Hoey,  of 
the  Twenty-ninth  North  Carolina,  who  behaved  with  extraordinary 
courage  upon  the  field,  encouraging  the  men  by  word  and  deed. 

Several  officers  had  their  horses  killed. 

For  the  casualties*  of  the  command  I  refer  you  to  report  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing. 

Eespectfully  submitted.  ROBT    B.  VANCE 

Colonel,  Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Army  of  Tennessee. 

Major  [H.  S.]  Bradford,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  681. 
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Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  M.  A.  Stovall,  Third  Oeorgia  Battalion. 

^  1863. 

[I  have  the  honor  to  subrait  the  following]  report  of  the  engagement 
of  the  Third  Georgia  Battalion  with  the  enemy  on  De(;ember  31, 1862: 

On  the  morning  of  December  31,  [1862,]  the  troops  of  our  brigade  were 
called  up  and  ordered  to  remove  the  fence  which  had  concealed  us  the 
day  before  to  avoid  the  enfilading  fire  of  artillery  to  which  we  had  been 
subjected.  This  was  finished  just  as  day  began  to  dawn.  The  men  lay 
under  cover  of  the  line  of  fence  until  objects  became  distinctly  visible. 
The  command  ^' forward'^  was  now  given,  and  the  Third  Georgia  Battal- 
ion moved  rapidly  about  300  yards,  when  *'  double-quick  "  ran  along  the 
line,  and  with  a  yell  the  whole  sprang  forward.  We  received  the  fire 
of  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  fled.  If  there  was  any  line  of  the  enemy 
in  front  of  the  Third  Georgia  Battalion  they  fled  without  firing,  and  we 
swept  entirely  around  that  which  was  in  front  of  Ector's  and  McKair's 
brigades.  The  whole  force  now  opposed  to  our  battalion  fled  in  con- 
fusion, and  we  pursued  them  with  a  running  fire  for  3  miles,  to  their  aban- 
doned encampment.  Here  the  line  of  battle,  which  had  been  broken, 
was  reformed,  and  we  moved  rapidly  by  the  right  flank  several  hun- 
dred yards,  then  again  by  the  left  flank,  our  line  of  battle  sweeping 
around  to  the  pike.  Crossing  this,  my  battalion  moved  in  advance  of 
the  remainder  of  the  division,  who  had  halted  for  ammunition.  Soon 
after  entering  the  wood  we  came  upon  a  regiment  and  skirmishers,  who 
had  been  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Passing  the  skirmishers,  we  found 
their  line  posted  in  a  hollow.  Though  we  had  killed  several  in  the  pur- 
suit, here  our  fighting  began.  We  delivered  our  fire  at  a  distance  of 
150  yards  or  less,  killing  many.  At  the  word  the  battalion  sprang  for- 
ward down  the  hill,  while  the  enemy  scampered  away  up  another  and 
halted,  and  began  a  galling  fire  from  under  cover  of  a  ledge  of  rocks 
and  cedar  thicket.  The  enemy  in  front  of  the  Mnth  and  Eleventh  find 
ing  no  such  cover,  continued  to  give  way,  and  while  the  Ninth  and 
Eleventh  swept  forward  my  battalion  was  checked  for  a  moment.  We 
soon,  however,  forced  our  position  directl}^  in  our  front,  and  when  we 
moved  up  to  occupy  it  we  were  subjected  to  a  galling  enfilading  fire  on 
our  right.  The  attention  of  our  right  wing  being  directed  to  this  an- 
noying force  of  the  enemy,  they  were  soon  driven  off.  Our  men  were 
rallied  and  formed  among  the  rocks,  and  we  moved  by  the  left  flank 
toward  the  cedar  swamp,  where  the  fire  was  the  hottest.  Here  we  met 
our  lines  retiring  in  confusion  before  a  destructive  fire  of  artillery.  We 
filed  out  of  the  woods,  in  order,  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  we  first  fired 
upon  the  enemy.  Here  we  made  a  stand,  until  Polk's  brigade  was  ral- 
lied, when  we  marched  out  into  the  field  and  allowed  Cleburne's  division 
to  pass.  Here  we  rested  a  few  minutes  to  procure  ammunition,  and 
by  order  of  General  Cheatham  marched  again  to  the  front.  Finding 
myself  entirely  alone  with  .300  men,  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  make 
an  unsupported  attack  upon  the  enemy. 

General  Johnson's  brigade  came  up  about  2  p.  m.,  and,  having  obtained 
his  permission,  we  took  position  on  his  right  and  co-operated  with  him 
until  4  p.  m.,  when  we  again  learned  McCown's  division  was  near  the 
place  we  fought  first  in  the  morning.  We  rejoined  the  division  and  re- 
mained until  night  in  line  of  battle.  For  the  casualties,  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  list*  already  furnished. 

M.  A.  STOVALL, 
Lieutenant- Colonely  Commanding  Third  Georgia  Battalion. 

•  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  681.  ~ 
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No.  291. 

Report  of  Maj.  Joseph  T.  Smithy  Ninth  Georgia  Battalion. 

Gamp  near  Shelbyvllle,  Tenn., 

January  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  command  in  the  late  battle  of  Muifreesborough. 

On  the  evening  of  December  30,  1862,  we  took  up  our  position  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  left  wing  of  the  army,  and  soon  after  doing  so  the  action 
commenced  to  our  right.  The  position  we  had  taken  was  such  as  to 
bring  us  directly  within  range  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and,  though  in 
open  ground,  no  casualty  occurred  during  tlie  evening. 

At  a  very  early  hour  on  Wednesday  morning,  December  31,  we  were 
under  arms  and  informed  by  General  Rains  that  we  were  to  charge  the 
enemy's  line.  At  about  6  a  m  we  commenced  the  advance,  the  men 
being  so  eager  for  the  fray  that  it  was  in  a  manner  impossible  to  restrain 
them  in  order.  After  advancing  some  600  or  800  yards,  we  came  upon 
the  enemy's  pickets,  who  were  fleeing  in  all  directions.  We  gave  chase, 
and  advanced  so  rapidly  that  we  were  at  the  enemy's  batteries  before  he 
was  able  to  fire  upon  us.  We  pushed  forward  without  waiting  even  to 
examiue  the  batteries,  and,  after  thus  advancing  at  a  double-quick  a  mile 
or  more,  were  halted  by  General  Rains  and  reformed.  We  here  swung 
round  to  the  right,  and,  crossing  the  Franklin  pike,  passed  into  a  dense 
woods.  Upon  proceeding  a  short  distance  we  came  upon  the  enemy 
occupying  a  strong  position,  and  successfully  resisting  the  advance  of 
our  right  for  a  few  moments,  after  which  they  fled.  During  the  mo- 
mentary check  of  our  right  wing,  the  left  of  my  command,  finding  but  lit- 
tle resistance,  still  advanced,  and  thus  became  separated  from  my  right. 
A  company  or  more  of  the  left  of  my  command  by  this  means  pushed 
forward  with  the  Eleventh  Tennessee  Regiment,  which  occupied  a  i^osi- 
tion  to  my  left,  and  did  not  join  me  again  during  the  day.  Upon  rout- 
ing the  enemy  from  the  clift  of  rocks  where  we  first  encountered  them 
in  the  woods,  we  pushed  forward  in  pursuit,  but  soon  found  ourselves 
confronted  by  the  enemy's  batteries,  very  heavily  supported  by  infantry. 
My  command,  at  this  time  not  numbering  over  130  men,  and  having  no 
support,  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  falling  back,  which  was  done 
in  tolerable  order.  The  men  being  utterly  exhausted,  1  ordered  a  rest, 
and  proceeded  to  gather  together  my  stragglers,  and  in  the  mean  time, 
ascertaining  that  we  were  to  form  a  new  line  of  battle  near  where  we 
then  were,  in  company  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  S to vall's  Third  Georgia 
Battalion  took  our  position  in  that  line.  At  this  place  we  remained  until 
Friday  night,  January  2,  having  frequent  skirmishes  with  the  enemy's 
pickets,  undergoing  occasionally  severe  shelling  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries. 

The  conduct  of  my  command,  with  some  trifling  exceptions,  was 
worthy  the  highest  praise. 

The  list  of  casualties*  has  heretofore  been  furnished. 

The  meagerness  and  incompleteness  of  this  report  must  be  accounted  for 
by  reason  of  my  not  having  any  facilities  lor  writing  with  me  at  present. 

All  of  which  is  verv  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  T.  SMITH, 
Major,  Commanding  Ninth  Georgia  Battalion, 

T.  B.  Thompson, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Second  Brigade, 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  681. 
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m.  292. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col,  William  Thedford^  Eleventh  Tennessee  Infantry. 

,  1863. 


On  Wednesday,  at  daylight,  the  Eleventh  Tennessee  Regiment,  Col. 
G.  W.  Gordon  commanding,  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left 
of  General  Eains'  brigade  and  of  McCown's  division.  We  remained  in 
this  position  with  the  Twenty -ninth  North  Carolina  Eegiment  on  the 
extreme  left,  when  we  were  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy,  stationed  some 
800  yards  in  advance.  The  charge  was  led  by  General  Eains  in  person, 
and  resulted  in  a  complete  rout  of  the  enemy,  who  were  pursued  for  some 
3  miles.  A  halt  was  then  ordered  and  the  command  reformed.  After 
a  short  rest  we  were  again  ordered  to  advance  in  line  until  we  encount- 
ered a  large  force  of  the  enemy.  A  charge  was  immediately  ordered, 
which  was  obeyed  with  alacrity,  until  the  advance  was  checked  by  the 
enemy's  battery,  which  rained  shot  and  shell  into  our  ranks.  Here  Gen 
eral  Rains  advanced  to  the  front  and  was  immediately  killed.  Colonel 
Gordon  was  severely  wounded  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment,  and 
the  command  devolved  upon  myself.  The  enemy  opposed  our  adv^ance 
with  obstinacy,  and  being  strongly  re-enforced,  and  our  ammunition 
failing,  we  retired  to  the  rear.  Collecting  the  scattered  of  the  regiment 
and  procuring  ammunition,  we  again  advanced  to  the  front,  and  were  a 
third  time  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy.  As  before,  the  men  obeyed 
with  a  shout,  and  drove  the  enemy  before  them  until  they  gained  a  strong 
natural  position.  Here  the  ground  was  hotly  contested  until  we  were 
ordered  to  retire.  Though  constantly  in  line,  the  regiment  was  not  again 
actively  engaged.  A  large  number  of  the  regiment  were  engaged  only 
in  the  first  charge,  in  consequence  of  guarding  the  prisoners  taken. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties.* 
Respectfully, 

WM.  THEDFORD, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Comdg.  Eleventh  Reginfient  Tennessee  Vols. 


No.  293. 
Report  of  Lieut.  W.  A.  McDuffie,  Eufaula  Light  Artillery. 

,  1863. 

Captain  :  T  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  bat 
tery  of  the  late  engagement  before  Murfreesborough : 

On  [December]  30,  [1862,]  at  4  p.  m.,  I  engaged  the  enemy  with  four 
pieces,  being  ordered  by  General  Rains  to  support  Captain  Robertson's 
battery.  After  an  action  of  about  an  hour,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Rains  to  withdraw.  I  then  received  an  order  to  go  into  position  in  the 
field  occupied  by  the  Second  Brigade,  but  such  ammunition  as  I  could 
use  having  been  expended,  I  was  unable  to  comply.  I  was  then  ordered 
to  retire  beyond  the  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  there  to  await  ammuni- 
tion.    It  was  supplied  me  during  the  night. 

On  the  following  morning  I  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  took  posi- 
tion near  the  Nolens ville  road  and  was  not  engaged. 

*  Nominal  list,  omitted,  reports  8  men  killed,  11  officers  and  51  men  wounded,  and 
10  men  missing ;  but  see  No.  191,  p.  681. 
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Second  Lieut.  W.  J.  McKenzie,  on  the  29th,  was  ordered  by  the  chief 
of  artillery  of  General  Bragg's  staff  to  report  with  two  pieces  to  Gen- 
eral Buford,  on  the  Salem  road.     He  was  engaged  on  the  extreme  left 
on  the  3l8t  at  3  p.  m.     He  was  in  action  about  two  hours  and  co-op er 
ated  with  General  Wheeler's  cavalry. 

The  men,  during  the  engagement,  acted  well.    I  expended  213  rounds 
of  ammunition. 

My  casualties  are  1  corporal  and  1  private  wounded*  and  1  horse 
killed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

w.  A.  Mcduffie, 

First  Lieutenant  Eufaula  Light  Artillery. 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Second  Brigade. 


:sro.  294. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  McNair.  C.  S.  Army^  commanding  Third  Bri- 
gade. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade, 
In  Gamp  near  Shelby ville,  Tenn.^  January  10,  1863. 

Sib  :  Through  you  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  to 
the  major-general  commanding  the  division,  of  the  action  of  my  brigade 
in  the  late  battle  before  Murfreesborough,  on  December  31,  1862: 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  division  headquarters  at  7  p.  m. 
on  December  30,  1862,  I  formed  my  brigade  in  line  of  battle  on  the 
ground  designated  at  that  time. 

At  6  a.  m.  on  December  31,  I  moved  forward  about  150  yards,  and 
joined  Brigadier-General  Ector's  brigade  on  the  right.  We  then  moved 
forward  together  to  meet  the  enemy,  who  was  in  force  immediately  in 
front  of  us.  We  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance  before  the  enemy's 
pickets  and  sharpshooters  opened  fire  upon  us.  At  this  point  I  cau- 
tioned my  brigade  to  reserve  their  fire  and  push  forward.  I  had  ad- 
vanced but  a  short  distance  when  the  fire  became  general  along  the 
line,  indicating  that  we  were  near  the  enemy  in  position ;  and  at  that 
moment  he  opened  upon  us  with  a  six-gun  battery  a  most  terrific  fire 
of  shell  and  grape  shot.  I  then  ordered  a  charge,  which  was  responded 
to  with  alacrity  and  good  will.  It  was  but  a  moment  until  his  l3attery 
was  ours,  his  long  line  of  infantry  routed  and  dispersed,  and  the  strong 
position  which  he  held  in  security  but  a  moment  before  covered  with 
his  dead  and  wounded.  My  command  continued  to  pursue  the  enemy 
for  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  pouring  a  destructive  fire  into  his  broken 
and  scattered  ranks,  strewing  the  ground  with  his  killed  and  wounded. 
At  this  point,  discovering  that  the  support  on  my  right  had  not  come  up 
as  expected  by  me,  and  the  enemy  having  thrown  a  heavy  force  partly 
in  my  rear,  their  sharpshooters  having  already  commenced  to  fire  upon 
my  wounded  men,  I  halted  my  brigade  and  moved  them  to  the  rear  by 
the  flank,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  my  wounded  men.  After  having 
moved  but  a  short  distance,  I  discovered  Brigadier-General  Liddell  ad- 
vancing with  his  brigade  on  my  right,  thus  obviating  any  further  move- 
ment on  my  part  in  the  diroction  in  which  I  was  then  moving.     I  then 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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immediately  wheeled  my  brigade,  thus  changing  my  front  and  joining 
Brigadier-General  Liddell  on  his  left.  Again  I  ordered  a  forward  move- 
ment, pushing  the  enemy  back  upon  his  center  in  a  direction  due  north 
from  that  point.  Here  a  heavy  skirmish  commenced  with  fresh  forces 
of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  about  one  division;  they  were  driven  from 
every  position  for  the  distance  of  half  a  mile.  Here  they  took  position, 
protecting  themselves  behind  a  rail  fence  to  the  right-oblique  of  my 
line  of  battle.  The  enemy  had  already  engaged  General  LiddelPs  bri- 
gade, on  my  right,  holding  them  in  check  and  pouring  a  destructive 
fire  into  their  ranks.  Discovering  his  critical  position,  I  immediately 
ordered  a  forward  movement,  and  had  to  advance  across  an  oi^en  field 
a  distance  of  about  400  yards.  Again  I  directed  my  brigade  to  reserve 
their  fire,  which  was  done,  until  we  had  advanced  within  about  30C 
yards.  Though  the  enemy  poured  a  heavy  fire  upon  my  line  from  be- 
hind their  cover,  yet  not  a  man  faltered,  but  pushed  forward  with  the 
stern  determination  of  veterans.  Here  I  ordered  a  charge,  and,  as  be- 
fore, officers  and  men  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  performing  acts 
of  gallantry,  and  one  simultaneous  shout  rent  the  air.  The  enemy,  made 
bold  by  his  front  being  protected  by  the  fences,  held  his  position  with 
more  tenacity  than  usual ;  but  the  terrific  fire  poured  upon  his  ranks,  and 
the  velocity  with  which  my  men  charged,  drove  him  from  his  position 
in  confusion,  thus  relieving  Brigadier-General  LiddelPs  brigade,  which 
was  already  faltering  under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  thus  for  the 
second  time  driving  the  foe  from  his  choice  and  strong  position.  This 
was  perhaps  the  hardest  contested  engagement  of  the  day.  Here  m^ 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  heavy,  though  small  compared  with  th&i 
of  the  enemy. 

Without  halting,  I  pursued  the  enemy  through  an  open  field,  pouring 
a  deadly  fire  into  their  disordered  ranks  for  half  or  three-quarters  of  a 
mile,  until  I  arrived  at  another  fence  in  front  of  a  dense  forest.  Fearing 
an  ambuscade,  and  at  the  same  time  finding  the  men  were  out  of  ammu- 
nition, I  ordered  a  halt  and  rested  the  men  in  rear  of  a  fence,  at  the  same 
time  ordering  up  the  ammunition  train,  which  arrived  in  due  time,  and 
proceeded  to  replenish  the  cartridge-boxes. 

At  this  place,  general,  as  you  are  aware,  having  become  exnausted 
(my  health  having  been  bad  for  several  days  previous),  I  was  unable  to 
remain  longer  upon  the  field,  and  placed  Col.  E.  W.  Harper,  of  the  First 
Arkansas  Mounted  Riflemen  (dismounted),  in  command  of  the  brigade, 
and  most  respectfully  refer  you  to  his  report  for  the  further  action  of 
the  brigade  upon  that  day. 

In  regard  to  the  casualties  of  the  brigade — as  already  reported,  kille<l 
42,  mortally  wounded  6;  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  427 — I  am  happy 
to  report  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  wounds  are  slight,  and  mosi 
of  the  men  will  report  for  duty  very  soon. 

And  here,  general,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  surgeons 
of  my  brigade.  Surg.  W.  L.  Gammage,  with  the  limited  means  at  his 
disposal,  did  all  that  could  be  done  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the 
wounded  men.  The  regimental  surgeons,  with  their  assistants,  proved 
themselves  worthy  of  the  high  and  responsible  positions  they  occupy. 
By  their  united  efforts,  with  the  assistance  of  the  infirmary  corps,  not 
one  wounded  man  was  left  uncared  for  during  the  night. 

As  you  are  aware,  general,  we  turned  the  right  wing^  of  the  Jb'ederal 
army,  driving  them  4  miles  or  more,  taking  one  brigadier- general 
(Willich)  prisoner,  a  large  number  of  officers  of  the  line,  and  i)rlvatefi 
innumerable,  capturing  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery,  caissons,  and  ord 
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nance  stores,  also  a  great  quantity  of  small-arms  and  camp  equipage; 
all  of  which,  I  presume,  was  collected  by  the  proper  persons. 

For  the  action  of  Captain  Humphreys'  battery  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  his  own  report,  as  he  was  detached  from  the  brigade  during  the  day, 
and  consequently  did  not  come  under  my  observation ;  but  I  feel  assured 
that  the  gallant  Captain  Humphreys  and  his  company  were  not  found 
wanting  on  this  occasion. 

I  most  respectfully  ask  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  officers  com- 
posing my  staff:  Capts.  E.  E.  Foote  (assistant  adjutant  general)  and  W. 
C.  Carrington  (aide  de-camp),  always  at  their  posts,  rendered  me  valua- 
ble assistance  during  the  day. 

Mr.  James  Stone,  my  volunteer  aide,  has  placed  me  under  lasting 
obligations  for  his  active  assistance. 

To  Major  [S.  H.]  Mulherrin,  acting  commissary  of  subsistence,  much 
credit  is  due  for  his  continual  attention  to  his  department,  which  admin- 
istered so  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  men. 

Maj.  W.  H.  Eltsner,  assistant  quartermaster,  was  at  his  post  as  usual, 
keeping  the  train  in  proper  order. 

My  little  orderly  (volunteer  King)  and  his  white  pony  were  present, 
doing  all  that  he  could  to  complete  the  victory. 

Though  contrary  to  my  usual  custom,  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  field  officers  of  my  brigade.  It  has  been  my  fortune  to  be 
present  at  many  a  hard-fought  battle,  but  never  have  I  witnessed  such 
deeds  of  moral  courage  and  gallant  daring  as  were  displayed  by  the  field 
and  company  officers  of  the  line  during  the  entire  day.  I  forbear  to 
mention  names,  for  each  seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  deeds  of  gal- 
lantry, but  one  I  must  mention.  That  one  is  Maj.  L.  M.  Eamsaur,  First 
Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles.  He  was  severely  wounded  in  the  last  charge 
made  upon  the  enemy's  stronghold.  To  him  much  is  due  for  the  gallant 
charges  of  the  day. 

To  officers  and  men  I  am  indebted  for  the  success  of  my  command. 
Our  country  and  the  glorious  cause  we  are  engaged  in  can  never  suffer 
while  defended  by  such  gallant  spirits. 

To  the  friends  of  the  dead  it  is  enough  for  them  to  know  that  they 
baptized  their  country  with  their  blood  and  gave  their  bodies  a  willing 
sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  liberty.  Their  gallant  spirits  have  taken 
their  flight  to  that  land  where  the  clash  of  arms  and  the  shock  of  battle 
are  unknown. 

I  am,  major,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  McNAIR, 
Brigadier- General,  Comdg.  Third  Brigade,  Mc  Catenas  Division. 

Maj.  H.  S,  Bradford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Reports  of  Col.  Robert  W.  Harper,  First  Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles,  com- 
manding regiment  and,  Third  Brigade. 

January  10, 1863. 

Sir  :  Brig.  Gen.  E.  Mcl^air  being  compelled  to  leave  the  field  on  ac- 
count of  severe  indisposition,  the  command  devolved  upon  me,  and,  as 
soon  as  our  cartridge-boxes  were  replenished,  I  moved  forward  in  con 
junction  with  Brigadier- General  Ector,  commanding  Texas  Brigade.    I 
was  ordered  to  swing  around  my  left,  making  the  right  a  pivot,  which 
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changed  my  front  from  a  north  to  a  northeasterly  direction.  This  change 
of  front  threw  the  left  of  the  division  nearer  to  the  enemy's  line,  which 
appeared  afterward  to  run  east  and  west,  and,  approaching  a  dense 
thicket  of  cedars,  I  ordered  skirmishers  to  be  thrown  rapidly  forward,  to 
prevent  anything  like  an  ambuscade  to  our  already  jaded  troops.  Almost 
simultaneously  that  my  skirmishers  entered  the  thicket,  Ector's  brigade, 
on  our  left,  became  warmly  engaged,  and  I  received  a  message  from  him 
by  Major  [F.  M.]  Spencer,  urging  me  to  press  forward  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible. 1^0  time  was  now  to  be  lost,  as  the  enemy  had  evidently  made 
this  their  last  stand-point,  and  had  opened  upon  us  with  artillery  and 
musketry.  Almost  simultaneously  with  General  Ector's  request,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  major-general  commanding  to  charge  the  bat- 
teries. The  order  was  immediately  repeated  to  the  command,  and, 
flushed  with  success  and  buoyant  with  hope,  they  rushed  forward  to 
accomplish  more  brilliant  results.  The  growth  through  which  the  right 
was  compelled  to  pass  rendered  it  impossible  to  keep  an  unbroken  line, 
but  still  they  pushed  forward.  But  the  position  proved  too  strong  for 
the  two  gallant  little  brigades,  the  enemy  having  some  five  batteries  in 
position,  strongly  supported  by  three  long  lines  of  infantry,  and  after 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  charges  that  history  records  they  were  over- 
whelmed and  compelled  to  fall  back,  not,  however,  until  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  a  large  portion  of  the  infautry  from  their  position 
and  compelling  the  gunners  of  at  least  one  battery  to  retire.  I  should 
have  mentioned,  however,  when  the  firing  became  heaviest,  and  I  found 
that  one  or  more  batteries  on  our  extreme  right  were  severely  enfilading 
us,  that  I  sent  Captain  [Mr.  James]  Stone,  of  General  McNair's  staff, 
and  urged  Major-General  Cleburne  or  Brigadier- General  Polk  to  move 
up  rapidly  on  our  right,  so  as  to  cover  the  enemy's  front  and  remove  the 
galling  fire  from  our  flank.  This  movement,  however,  was  not  made  in 
time  to  assist  us,  and  after  ten  or  twelve  minutes  of  the  severest  fight- 
ing it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  witness  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back 
with  very  heavy  loss.  After  rallying  and  reforming  the  brigade,  they 
were  allowed  to  rest  under  the  crest  of  a  hill  some  500  or  600  yards 
from  the  scene  of  the  late  fighting,  having  been  under  a  continuous  fire 
for  nearly  seven  hours,  and  having  driven  the  enemy  with  impetuosity 
for  4J  to  5  miles. 

The  loss,  which  had  been  heavy  in  the  three  i)revious  charges  of  the 
morning,  was  still  greater  at  this  point,  our  ranks  being  almo  it  dec- 
imated before  our  troops  could  be  forced  to  retire.  Here  fell,  badly 
wounded,  Maj.  L.  M.  Eamsaur,  commanding  First  Arkansas  Eifles, 
while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  to  the  desperate  charge.  Major 
[James  J.]  Franklin,  commanding  Thirtieth  Arkansas  Volunteers,  while 
cheering  his  soldiers  to  new  deeds  of  daring,  was  severely  wounded  and 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

We  were  permitted  to  rest  here  for  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  when  I 
was  ordered  to  move  by  the  right  flank,  and  took  position,  in  obedience 
to  instructions,  in  a  cedar  brake,  where  the  brigade  remained  in  line  of 
battle,  without  any  noticeable  casualties,  until  we  were  withdrawn. 

I  cannot  close  without  paying  a  tribute  to  the  field  officers  and  officers 
of  the  line,  and  the  gallant  spirits  who  compose  their  commands.  Each 
seemed  to  vie  with  the  other  in  deeds  of  daring,  and  where  all  exerted 
themselves  so  strenuously  it  is  impossible  to  discriminate.  The  color- 
bearers  along  the  whole  line  more  than  once  elicited  my  admiration  by 
the  steadiness  with  which  the  Bonnie  Blue  Flag  was  constantly  borne 
in  the  front  line. 

Capt.  K.  E.  Foote.  assistant  adjutant-general,  Third  Brigade,  has 
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placed  me  under  many  obligations  for  the  promptitude  with  which  he 
delivered  all  orders,  regardless  of  danger;  and  James  Stone,  volunteer 
aide  to  Brigadier-General  Mcli^air,  who  was  ever  with  me,  several  times 
bearing  his  orders  through  the  heaviest  of  the  fight,  is  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  commander  and  his  country. 

I  ha^e  the  honor  to  be,  major,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

E.  W.  HAEPEE, 
Colonel,  Gomdg.  Third  Brigade^  McCown's  Division. 
Maj.  H.  S.  Bradford, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  McCown's  Division. 

January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  regiment  under  my  command  in  the  battle  before  Mur- 
freesborough  on  December  31,  1862 : 

In  obedience  to  the  order  received  from  the  brigadier-general  com- 
manding, the  regiment  moved  up  150  yar*  s  from  the  rear,  where  it  had 
bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  took  its  position  on  the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade, then  in  line.  A  few  minutes  before  6  a.  m.  we  were  ordered  for- 
ward, and  moved  on  a  line  parallel  with  the  road  leading  by  Oowan^s 
house.  About  6  o'clock  our  pickets  became  engaged,  and  soon  after 
the  firing  opened  along  the  whole  line  of  the  regiment.  On  account  of 
a  field  fence  my  two  right  companies  were  formed  in  the  rear,  and  at 
this  point  we  were  severely  enfiladed  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
some  200  [yards]  distant  on  our  right.  The  order  to  charge  was  then 
given,  and  with  impetuosity  our  men  scaled  the  fence  on  our  front, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them  until  we  reached  his  encampment,  which 
gave  ample  evidence  of  his  want  of  preparation  for  a  fight.  Encamped 
as  he  was  in  a  thick  cedar  brake,  it  would  seem  our  progress  must  be 
impeded;  but  nothing  could  withstand  the  fury  of  the  onset.  The  en- 
emy's lines  were  broken,  and  the  rout,  so  far  as  my  observation  reached, 
became  general. 

Turning  to  the  right  in  the  direction  of  the  pursued,  we  moved  con- 
stantly at  a  double-quick  over  field  and  brake,  the  dead  and  dying  of 
the  enemy  but  too  plainly  marking  the  track  of  the  fleeing  Abolitionists. 
It  was  at  this  point  that  young  Clark  D.  Jenkins,  a  private  of  Company 
D,  shot  down  a  general  officer,  who  was  endeavoring  to  rally  his  scat- 
tered columns,  supposed  to  be  Major-General  Sill,  as  his  body  was 
found  soon  afterward  in  a  hospital  near  by.  We  had  now  driven  the  en- 
emy about  1^  miles,  when,  finding  a  line  of  Federal  infantry  endeavor- 
ing to  gain  our  rear,  we  halted  and  formed  our  line  with  the  intention 
of  cutting  through  his  ranks  to  our  main  army,  but  the  opportune  ar- 
rival of  Liddell's  brigade  on  our  right  relieved  us.  After  a  few  moments' 
delay  I  was  ordered  to  move  forward,  my  right  resting  on  the  left  of 
Liddell's  brigade.  We  continued  to  move  to  the  front,  when,  Liddell 
becoming  warmly  engaged  with  a  heavy  force,  who  had  concealed  them- 
selves behind  a  fence,  I  was  ordered  to  file  right,  move  by  the  flank 
some  150  paces,  tlien  by  the  left  flank,  and  then  received  the  order  to 
charge.  Forward  rushed  our  gallant  men,  with  the  wild  yell  of  an  in- 
furiated soldiery,  and  for  a  few  seconds  the  result  seemed  doubtful. 
The  enemy,  almost  securely  posted,  stubbornly  held  their  ground,  and 
it  seemed  as  if  once  during  the  war  our  lines  would  clash  in  close  com- 
bat. But  again  the  intrepidity  of  our  troops  prevailed,  and.  when  dis- 
tant only  50  or  75  yards,  his  Hues  gave  way,  and  were  soon  thrown  into 
utter  confusion  and  terribly  cut  to  pieces  by  our  fire  as  they  retreated 
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across  au  open  field  some  700  or  800  [yards]  wide.  "Forward,"  again 
was  the  order,  and  forward  moved  our  unwavering  lines,  and  in  the 
face  of  heavy  volleys  that  were  poured  in  upon  us  from  the  opposite 
fence,  and  the  raking  fire  of  grape  and  canister  from  two  sections  of  a 
battery  posted  in  the  field,  we  charged  and  took  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
It  was  here  that  C'apt.  W.  P.  Campbell,  acting  major,  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  leg,  while  gallantly  urging  his  wing  to  the  charge,  and 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  field.  Here  we  were  halted  for  a  new  sup- 
ply of  ammunition,  having  exhausted  all  but  3  or  4  rounds  out  of  40  to 
the  man,  which  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  severity  of  the  contest. 

It  was  now  0.15  a.  m.  We  had  charged  and  driven  the  enemy  with 
impetuosity  for  three  and  a  quarter  hours  over  not  less  than  3J  miles  of 
ground,  captured  and  killed  many  field  officers  and  officers  of  the  line, 
and  privates  without  number,  taken  several  pieces  of  artillery,  while 
vast  amounts  of  camp  equipage  and  small-arms,  &c.,  were  left  in  our 
rear,  which  our  patriotic  soldiery  passed  by  unheeded. 

A  few  moments  served  to  replenish  our  ammunition,  and  we  again 
moved  forward  1  mile  or  more,  wh«en  skirmishers  were  ordered  to  be  thrown 
forward  to  a  cedai  brake  from  which  we  had  been  fired  upon.  Up  to  this 
time  we  had  been  advancing  nearly  due  north,  but,  having  made  a  half- 
wheel  to  the  right,  were  moved  nearly  northeast.  Here  the  extreme  left 
of  our  division,  being  nearest  the  enemy's  line,  became  first  engaged  j  the 
order  was  given  to  charge  the  batteries  strongly  posted  on  an  eminence 
beyond.  Another  thrill  of  excitement  ran  along  the  line,  and  another 
yell  of  stern  defiance  pealed  forth  as  they  moved  rapidly  to  the  new 
scene  of  slaughter.  The  enemy  being  strongly  posted,  his  flank  batteries 
en  echelon^  supported  by  three  lines  of  infantry,  the  regiment  after  a 
most  brilliant  effort  was  compelled  to  fall  back  after  being  nearly  deci- 
mated. Here  fell,  most  severely  wounded,  and,  I  fear,  mortally,  Maj. 
L.  M.  Ramsaur,  acting  lieutenant-colonel.  He  was  gallanily  leading 
the  regiment  in  the  charge,  and  had  well  nigh  succeeded  in  driving  the 
enemy  from  one  of  his  batteries.  We  had  now  been  under  heavy  fire 
almost  continuously  six  and  three-quarters  hours ;  had  driven  the  enemy 
from  his  extreme  left  to  his  center,  and  our  jaded  troops  were  reformed 
and  allowed  to  rest  under  the  crest  of  a  hill  for  an  hour  or  so,  when  we 
were  again  moved  by  the  right  flank  half  a  mile  and  took  position  in  a 
cedar  brake,  where  we  remained,  in  line,  without  any  serious  casualties 
until  we  were  withdrawn. 

My  loss,  in  addition  to  the  two  field  officers  already  named,  is  severe ; 
but  I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  wounds  are,  for  the  most  part,  slight  and 
not  likely  to  render  them  unfit  for  active  duty  hereafter.  The  whole  loss 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  90,  as  already  furnished  in  my  official 
report,  which  I  ask  may  be  taken  as  a  part  of  this. 

Where  all  exerted  themselves  and  gave  such  evidences  of  individual 
heroism,  it  is  impossible  for  a  commander  to  discriminate.  I  must,  how- 
ever, [mention]  Color-bearer  Cotten,  who  always  moved  with  unfalter- 
ing step  in  the  front  rank. 

Our  surgeons  are  also  entitled  to  be  mentioned  for  the  promptness 
with  which  our  wounded  were  cared  for  j  and  I  conclude  by  saying  that, 
whatever  fate  betides  the  First  Arkansas  Rifles  in  future,  their  actions 
on  this  day  have  shed  :  mperishable  glory  on  them  and  their  cause. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

R.  W.  HARPER, 
Colonel,  Commanding  First  Arlcansas  Rifles* 

Capt.  R.  E.  FuOTE, 

Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Brigade,  McCown^s  Division. 
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No.  296. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  James  A.   Williamson^  Second  Arkansas  Mounted 

R'fles  [dismounted). 

Camp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  10,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Second  Regiment  Arkansas  Riflemen  (dismounted)  in  the 
battles  before  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  on  the  30th  and  31st  ultimo  : 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th,  from  the  position  my  regiment  occupied 
in  line,  it  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy^s  batteries  and  sharp- 
shooters, fche  casualties  from  which  were  1  killed  and  14  wounded. 

About  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  we  were  moved  forward  about 
150  yards,  stacked  arms,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st,  about  5.30  o'clock,  I  was  ordered  to  form 
my  regiment,  and  as  soon  as  formed  ordered  to  load.  A  few  moments 
before  6  o'clock  we  were  ordered  forward,  moving  west.  About  half  a 
mile  from  the  starting  point  we  attacked  the  enemy  in  a  cedar  thicket. 
As  my  command  crossed  the  fence  into  the  thicket,  I  observed  the  enemy's 
line  give  way.  They  were  routed  and  pursued  for  a  distance  of  about 
1  mile.  During  this  engagement  a  large  number  of  the  enemy  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoners.  1  was  ordered  to  halt  my  com- 
mand and  move  back  about  150  yards.  We  then  changed  direction  to 
the  right,  and  moved  about  half  a  mile  to  a  lane  fence  and  halted  for  a 
few  moments.  I  was  then  ordered  to  move  by  the  right  flank,  then  by 
file  right,  and  then  by  left  flank,  which  brought  my  command  against 
the  right  of  the  enemy  that  were  engaging  General  Liddell's  brigade. 
I  was  then  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy,  which  order  was  promptly  exe- 
cuted. As  the  enemy  fell  back  from  the  fence,  an  enfilading  fire  from 
our  rifles  strewed  the  ground  with  their  dead. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  Capt.  T.  F.  Speuce,  an  officer  and  a  gen- 
tleman, was  instantly  killed  in  this  charge.  The  enemy  left  two  pieces 
of  artillery  on  this  field.  After  pursuing  the  enemy  for  about  1  mile,  I 
was  ordered  to  halt  my  command  to  replenish  their  ammunition.  I  was 
here  notified  that  Colonel  Harper  was  in  command  of  the  brigade.  We 
were  then  moved  forward,  and  then  right  oblique  for  a  distance  of  IJ 
miles,  when  the  enemy's  artillery  opened  upon  us.  I  was  ordered  to 
halt  for  a  moment  and  then  charge  the  battery.  The  ground  over  which 
I  had  to  pass  was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  cedar,  underbrush, 
and  vines,  rendering  it  impossible  for  my  command  to  move  with  much 
rapidity  or  to  keep  a  perfect  line. 

While  passing  through  this  thicket  two  other  batteries  turned  their 
fire  upon  uiy  command.  The  enemy's  lines  of  infantry  were  seen  to  give 
way,  but  their  artillerists  seemed  to  renew  their  energies,  and  poured 
in  a  continuous  fire  of  grape  and  canister  shot,  and  when  many  of  my 
command  were  in  less  than  100  yards  of  the  enemy's  guns  were  com- 
pelled to  give  back. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Ensign  H. 
W.  Hamblen,  who  bore  the  colors  of  the  regiment  gallantly  through  the 
day,  and  was  shot  down  in  this  last  charge  within  less  than  100  yards 
of  the  enemy's  guns ;  also  to  the  conduct  of  Corpl.  J.  W.  Piles,  of  the 
color-guard,  who  took  up  the  colors  when  the  ensign  was  shot  down,  and, 
when  our  troops  were  coir  pelled  to  give  way,  brought  them  safely  from 
the  field. 
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I  am  indebted  to  Maj.  J.  T.  Smitli  for  his  valuable  assistance  tbrough 
the  entire  day. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Adjt.  0.  W,  Woods  was  dangerously  wounded 
in  the  first  engagement  in  the  morning,  and  I  was  thus  deprived  of  his 
valuable  services  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  is  119,  as  already  exhibited 
in  my  official  report,  which  I  ask  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  re- 
port.    [  am  happy  to  report  that  many  of  the  wounds  are  slight. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  regimental  surgeon  for  his  untiring  and  efficient 
services  in  his  attendance  to  the  wounded. 

Through  the  entire  day  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  deported 
themselves  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  themselves  and  the  noble 
cause  they  have  espoused. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  WILLIAMSOiT, 
Lieutenant- Colonel^  Gomdg.  Second  Regt.  Arkansas  Riflemen. 

The  Adjutant -General  Third  Brig.,  Second  Div., 

Smith'js  Corps,  Army  op  Tennessee. 


No.  297. 

Report  of  Col.  H.  G.  Bnnn,  Fourth  Arlcansas  Infantry, 

Camp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  15,  1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Fourth  Arkansas  Eegiment  in  the  battle  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
before  Murfreesborough : 

I  have  already  submitted  a  report  of  the  casualties*  in  my  regiment, 
and  deem  it  necessary  only  to  refer  to  the  general  events  of  the  day 
which  came  under  my  observation,  and  such  as  were  connected  with  the 
movements  of  my  regiment.  In  submitting  my  report,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that,  connected  as  I  am  and  have  been  with  the  brigade,  this  re- 
port must  be  considered  as  one  of  events  altogether  peculiar  to  the 
regiment  under  my  command.  Throughout  the  entire  day  I  moved 
with  the  brigade,  my  regiment  filling  up  an  intermediate  space  in  the 
same. 

At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  December  31,  [1862,]  in  connection 
with  the  brigade,  I  moved  my  regiment  forward  to  attack  the  enemy,  in 
position  600  or  800  yards  in  our  front.  The  general  aspect  of  the  ground 
over  which  we  advanced  was  level  corn-fields,  with  rail  fences  running 
at  right  angles  and  parallel  to  our  lines.  The  enemy  was  in  position  in 
a  dense  thicket  of  cedar,  the  entrance  to  which  was  obstructed  by  a  par- 
allel fence,  rendering  his  position  one  of  great  advantage.  His  sharp- 
shooters fired  upon  us  at  long  range,  and  continued  to  do  so  as  we  ad- 
vanced. Arriving  within  a  short  distance  of  his  lines,  and  his  artillery 
having  opened  upon  us  with  grape  and  canister  shot,  we  were  ordered  to 
charge  the  enemy,  and  did  so  with  dispatch  and  good  order,  routing  and 
driving  him  confusedly  from  the  field,  then  covered  with  his  dead  and 
wounded.  He  left  his  artillery  in  his  flight.  We  pursued  him  near  half 
a  mile,  but  finding  that  we  were  far  in  advance  of  our  main  line,  I  was 
ordered  to  march  back,  reform,  and  prolong  on  the  line  to  the  left  of 

*  Embodied  in  No.  191,  p.  681. 
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General  Liddell,  who  was  then  advancing.  The  whole  line  moved  for- 
ward, gently  swinging  to  the  right.  We  were  engaged  in  a  sharp  run- 
ning skirmish  fight  over  the  space  of  a  fourth  of  a  mile,  but  at  length 
halted  to  give  the  troops  rest,  sheltered  by  a  rail  fence.  General  LiddelPs 
brigade  (Arkansas),  on  our  right,  and  at  this  time  100  yards  in  our  rear, 
were  attacked  by  a  large  force  directly  in  its  front  and  behind  a  double 
row  of  fences.  We  were  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  thus  on  our  right 
and  front,  which  we  did  with  promptness,  driving  him  from  the  field 
again,  his  right  in  great  disorder.  We  moved  forward  across  a  field  and 
then  a  wood,  and  were  halted  near  a  fence.  The  enemy  was  in  some  force 
on  our  right  and  front,  but,  giving  him  a  scattering  fire,  he  fled,  and  we 
crossed  a  field,  and  finally  halted  to  wait  until  the  ammunition  could  be 
brought  up,  the  troops  having  already  expended  their  40  rounds.  After 
supplying  the  troops  with  the  requisite  number  of  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion, we  again  advanced,  and,  uniting  with  General  Ector's  Texas  bri- 
gade, on  our  left,  continued  to  advance,  swinging  our  left  around  so  as 
to  make  an  angle  of  40  o  with  our  lines  in  the  last  engagement,  and  make 
an  angle  of  nearly  60°  with  our  first  line  in  the  morning.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  we  had  turned  the  enemy's  right  flank  so  far  that  our  advance 
would  now  bring  us  in  contact  with  his  center.  It  could  plainly  be  seen 
that  the  center  of  our  army  had  gained  but  little  ground  during  the  day. 
It  was  still  more  evident  that  our  extreme  right  had  participated  but 
little  in  the  battle.  The  left  had  driven  the  enemy  5  miles,  and  changed 
the  front  of  both  armies.  We  moved  forward  through  a  wood  which,  at 
first,  was  clear  of  undergrowth,  then  a  dense  thicket  of  cedar  trees  and 
undergrowth,  having  to  encounter  now  and  then  a  rail  fence.  Soon  the 
enemy's  artillery  opened  upon  us  a  terrific  fire  of  shell.  Our  orders 
were  to  take  the  battery.  Owing  to  the  obstacles  we  had  to  encounter, 
the  lines  were  necessarily  broken,  but  our  advance  was  steady  until  we 
arrived  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  guns.  At  this  juncture,  a  battery 
on  our  left,  one  to  our  front,  one  to  the  right  of  front,  and  one  on  the 
right,  poured  upon  us  a  most  murderous  fire  of  grape  and  canister  shot. 
The  farthest  could  not  have  been  more  than  400  yards  distant;  the 
nearest  not  more  than  100  yards.  This  last  was  supported  by  either 
three  or  four  columns  of  infantry,  which  gave  way  as  we  advanced,  al- 
though in  rear  of  their  artillery ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  maintain  our 
position  under  the  cross-fire  of  artillery.  To  advance  and  take  the  bat- 
tery in  front  would  have  placed  us  in  a  position  to  be  raked  without 
any  means  of  defense,  and  being  unsupported  on  our  right.  Our  ranks 
had  been  thinned  during  the  day,  and  the  troops  were  fatigued  and 
worn  out.  We  were  then  compelled  to  relinquish  our  attempt,  and  fall 
back  to  the  woods  in  our  rear. 

^o  one  who  knows  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  great  odds 
against  which  they  had  to  contend,  can  reproach  the  gallant  troops  for 
giving  way  at  this  period.  They  had  won  the  day,  if,  indeed,  the  day 
was  ours.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  them  for  their  conduct. 
Their  retreat  was  their  misfortune,  and  not  their  fault. 

We  took  little  or  no  part  in  the  battle  after  this,  and  I  deem  it  unnec- 
essary to  continue  a  report  further. 

To  the  notice  of  my  superior  officers  I  commend  the  gallant  soldiers 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  command,  having  no  individuals  to  com- 
mend above  others.  The  gallant  men  who  have  won  laurels  wherever 
and  whenever  they  have  been  called  to  battle  do  not  expect  me  to 
notice  particular  individuals  among  them.  Were  I  to  mention  one  for 
gallant  conduct,  I  should  have  to  mention  t;ll. 

My  color-bearer  (John  B.  Bryant)  was  wounded  in  the  first  engage- 
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iDeut,  and  Lieut.  John  Armstrong,  Company  D,  bore  the  colors  through 
the  other  engagements,  but  tell,  mortally  wounded,  in  the  last.  Lieu- 
tenant [G.  D.]  Goodner  then  took  the  colors,  and  soon  after  was  him 
self  wounded.  Captain  [John  W.J  Lavender  bore  the  colors  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  I  mention  these  names,  not  wishing  to  commend 
them  above  others,  but  to  show  how  determined  officers  and  men  seemed 
to  maintain  the  honor  and  integrity  of  iheir  regiment. 

To  my  field  offi(;ers.  Lieu  ten  ant- Colonel  [James  H.]  May  and  Major  [J. 
B.]  McCulloch,  I  am  indebted  for  their  efficient  aid. 

To  my  only  staff  officer  present  (Sergeant-Major  Johnson)  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  promptness  and  dispatch  with  which  every  order  was 
executed. 

I  cannot  give  the  names  of  all  whose  gallantry  deserves  notice.  The 
captains  and  other  officers  of  the  line  seemed  to  vie  with  one  another  in 
courage  and  gallantry.  The  men  seemed  to  imbibe  the  spirit  of  their 
officers. 

I  am,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

n.  G.  BITNN, 
Colonelj  Commanding  Fourth  ArJcmisas  Regiment. 

Oapt.  R.  E.  Foo'i  K, 

Asst.  Adjt.  6en.^  Third  Brigade^  McCown\s  Division. 


No.  298. 

Report  of  Gapt.  William  A.  Cotter^  Thirtieth  Arlcansas  Infantry. 

Camp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  10,  1863. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  7, 1  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  as  being  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the  en- 
gagement before  Murfreesborough  on  December  31,  1862 : 

We  Avere  ordered  into  line  about  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  31st 
ultimo.  Our  strength  was  found  to  be  9  captains,  17  lieutenants,  and 
240  privates.  As  soon  as  the  brigade  was  formed  we  were  ordered  to 
move  forward  in  the  direction  of  where  the  enemy's  battery  had  been 
actively  operating  the  afternoon  before.  After  moving  forward  about 
400  yards  at  quick  time,  we  came  up  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  line,  and 
directly  in  front  of  one  of  their  batteries.  Here  occasional  firing  along 
our  [line]  commenced  and  continued  until  we  moved  50  yards  farther, 
becoming  more  general  as  we  advanced.  This  brought  us  within  100 
yards  of  the  battery,  when  the  command  ''charge"  was  given,  which 
command  was  enthusiastically  responded  to  by  the  entire  regiment, 
every  one  moving  at  a  double-quick  until  our  hands  were  upon  the  cap- 
tured guns.  These  we  reached  in  advance  of  the  brigade,  inasmuch  as 
we  had  the  advantage  in  ground.  The  battery  t^ken,  we  were  now  able 
to  do  most  effective  service,  as  the  enemy  were  driven  from  the  thicket 
on  our  right.  We  had  an  open  fire  upon  them  at  close  range;  but  while 
we  were  thus  employed  the  enemy  did  not  neglect  to  retaliate,  for  here 
we  had  the  commanders  of  seven  companies  cut  down  (3  killed  and  4 
wounded),  besides  several  lieutenants,  the  color-bearer,  and  many  gal- 
lant privates.  After  pursuing  the  enemy  for  several  hundred  yards, 
the  men  being  very  much  scattered,  a  halt  was  ordered  and  the  brigade 
reformed. 

About  this  time  the  enemy  were  seen  advancing  to  our  right  upon  one 
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of  our  batteries,  and  making  some  little  demonstration,  as  if  they  had 
an  idea  of  charging  it.  We  were  immediately  moved  by  the  right  flank 
sufficiently  far  to  protect  the  battery,  and  then  by  the  left  flank  in  the 
dire.!tion  of  the  enemy,  who  lay  concealed  in  the  corners  of  a  cross-fence. 
Here  again  was  the  opportunity  offered  us  for  doing  valuable  service. 
As  the  brigade  moved  by  the  front,  we  were  forced  to  cross  the  fence  to 
the  side  on  which  the  enemy  lay  watching  our  right  wing.  Here  we 
fired  on  them  at  a  distance  not  exceeding  40  yards  before  they  discovered 
we  had  crossed  the  fence.  Now  was  heard  the  second  command,  "  Charge 
their  battery,"  which  command  was  as  readily  responded  to  as  the  first, 
and  equally  as  successful  in  execution.  We  were  called  to  a  halt,  and 
after  forming  in  regular  line  moved  forward  several  hundred  yards  farther, 
when  another  halt  was  ordered,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  our  supply 
of  ammunition.  We  were  engaged  at  this  when  General  McNair  was 
forced  to  retire  from  the  field,  to  the  deep  regret  of  us  all.  This  being 
attended  to,  we  moved  on  near  a  mile  in  the  direction  the  enemy  had 
retreated,  when  it  was  discovered  that  they  had  rallied  and  stood  in  line 
of  battle  in  rear  of  a  most  powerful  battery,  which  was  planted  upon  a 
hill  commanding  the  country  for  some  distance  on  three  sides,  and  which 
was  also  supported  by  two  small  batteries,  holding  a  cross-fire  upon  any 
advance  by  the  front.  When  we  arrived  within  500  yards  of  this  battery, 
the  third  command  to  '^charge  that  batterj' "  was  given.  This,  too,  was 
responded  to  with  a  joyous  shout  and  a  rapid  onward.  All  were  fatigued, 
but  all  were  willing,  all  were  sanguine.  But  here  we  were  disappointed, 
for  it  was  here  that  we  met  with  our  first  repulse.  But  it  was  unavoid- 
able on  the  part  of  our  brigade,  for  by  the  time  we  had  advanced  to 
within  300  yards  of  the  center  battery  the  enemy  began  to  pour  in  grape 
at  such  a  murderous  rate  that  it  appeared  little  less  than  suicide  to  ad- 
vance farther.  Still,  some  few,  nothing  daunted,  determined  to  go  on, 
and  some  did  go  to  within  100  yards  of  the  enemy's  stronghold.  Among 
the  rest  was  our  gallant  flag- bearer,  whose  hand  was  shot  off  and  he 
was  comi)elled  to  abandon  his  colors.  It  was  under  that  battery  that 
we  sacrificed  some  of  our  noblest  spirits — first  of  all  our  gallant  major, 
J.  J.  Franklin.  Knowing  a  second  attempt  upon  this  stronghold  of  the 
enemy  to  be  altogether  impracticable,  we  fell  back  near  1,200  yards, 
where  we  rallied  our  scattered  men  and  moved  forward  again  about  800 
yards.     Here  we  were  ordered  to  remain  until  nightfall. 

There  were  a  number  who  acted  most  gallantly,  reflecting  more  than 
ordinary  credit  upon  the  command  to  which  they  belong  and  their 
country,  yet,  lest  I  do  some  injustice  by  overlooking  them,  I  forbear 
personating  any. 

We  pursued  the  enemy  during  the  day  about  4  miles  ;  the  country 
over  which  we  passed  generally  open  and  slightly  undulating. 

WM.  A.  COTTER, 
Commanding  Thirtieth  Arlcansas. 

[Capt.]  R.  E.  FooTE, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


:So.  299. 

Report  of  Maj.  J.  A.  Ross^  Fourth  Arhayisas  Battalion. 

Near  Shelbyville,  Tenn,,  January  10,  1863.  . 
I  have  the  honor,  through  you,  to  make  to  the  brigadier- general  com 
manding  Third  Brigade  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
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Fourth  Arkansas  Battalion  in  the  battle  of  M  urfreesborough,  Tenn., 
fought  on  December  31,  1862  : 

Just  at  daybreak  the  battalion,  in  line  of  battle  with  the  other  regi- 
ments forming  the  brigade,  moved  upon  the  enemy. 

After  marching  across  the  field  for  some  half  mile  to  the  fence,  a  brisk 
fire  opened  between  the  skirmishers  in  the  cedar  brake  immediately  in 
our  front. 

At  this  time,  observing  a  disposition  among  the  men  to  fire  at  long- 
range,  I  ordered  them  to  hold  their  fire.  The  command  moved  briskly 
forward  through  the  brush  until  within  100  yards  of  the  enemy^s  line 
of  battle,  when  a  most  destructive  fire  was  poured  into  the  enemy's 
ranks.  After  a  short  resistance,  the  enemy  tied,  leaving  his  dead  and 
wounded  and  several  pieces  of  artillery  upon  the  field.  I  pushed  for- 
ward the  battalion  in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  foe,  crossing  a  field  and 
several  fences.  After  crossing  the  last  fence,  our  line  of  battle  became 
disordered  in  getting  through  a  very  dense  cedar  thicket  which  inter- 
vened. Upon  emerging  from  the  thicket,  I  could  only  see  a  i)ortion  of 
the  left  wing  of  the  battalion.  With  this  I  continued  to  push  forward 
in  the  original  direction  of  the  line  of  battle,  and,  uniting  with  the  Second 
Brigade,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ector,  pursued  the  flee- 
ing enemy  for  the  distance  of  some  4  miles,  until  recalled  by  Capt.  R. 
E.  Foote.  Upon  returning  to  the  brigade,  I  learned  that  the  right 
wing  of  the  battalion,  under  command  of  Lieutenants  [E.  D.]  McLaugh- 
lin and  [J.  S.]  Dougau,  had  assisted  in  a  second  brilliant  and  successful 
charge. 

At  this  point  the  battalion  was  furnished  with  a  fresh  supply  of  ammu- 
nition, and  again  moved  forward  upon  the  enemy.  The  line  swept  for- 
ward  through  the  forest  for  the  distance  of  a  mile,  when  it  reached  the 
foot  of  a  ridge  extending  to  the  right  and  left  as  far  as  I  could  see,  the 
side  of  which  was  covered  with  a  dense  undergrowth,  in  places  almost 
impenetrable.  Here  the  fires  of  three  heavy  batteries  were  opened  upon 
us.  Nothing  daunted,  the  line  moved  steadily  forward,  halting  and 
reforming  twice  in  the  midst  of  a  shower  of  bursting  shells,  grape,  and 
canister.  When  within  50  yards  of  the  brow  of  the  hill  the  command  was 
given  to  charge.  It  was  most  gallantly  executed.  The  men,  with  an  in- 
furiated yell,  rushed  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  A  short,  sharp  contest  ensued, 
when  the  enemy's  line  of  infantry  began  to  give  way ;  but  the  enemy's 
batteries,  being  entirely  protected  by  the  nature  of  their  position,  con- 
tinued to  pour  showers  of  grape  and  canister  into  our  already  more  than 
decimated  ranks.  It  was  impossible  fcfr  men  to  withstand  such  a  fire 
from  an  unseen  foe,  and  reluctantly  the  battalion  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  retired. 

This  was  the  last  action  in  which  the  battalion  was  engaged.  After 
falling  back  some  distance,  the  battalion  reformed,  moved  farther  to  the 
right,  and  lay  upon  the  battle-field  during  the  night. 

It  is  with  pride  that  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  men  of  my 
battalion  took  as  deliberate  aim  as  if  engaged  in  target  practice,  each 
shot  telling  with  fearful  effect,  as  will  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  battalion  during  the  engagement.  ]N"ever  be- 
fore have  I  seen  such  a  reckless  disregard  of  life  exhibited.  Where  all 
fought  so  well  comparison  would  be  odious. 

In  the  first  charge  the  flag-staff  was  shot  in  two  and  the  right  arm  of 
Color-Sergt.  Joseph  R.  Perry  so  paralyzed  that  the  flag  fell  from  his  hand. 
Sergt.  J.  0.  Davis,  of  Company  A,  immediately  snatched  up  the  colors 
and  bore  them  gallantly  forward  until  Sergeant  Perry  recovered  from 
the  shock  and  resumed  his  position. 
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I  herewith  report  the  following  list  of  casualties,  to  wit: 


Command. 


Company  A. 
Company  B 
Company  C 
Company  E 

Total. 


® 

■    a 
o     , 

2 
1 
1 

1 

1 
4  1 
8 
4 
7 

5 

23, 

1^ 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  ROSS, 
Major  Fourth  ArJcansas  Battalion. 
Capt.  R.  E.  FooTE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Third  Brigade,  McGown's  Division. 


No.  300. 


Report  of  Capt.  John  T.  Humphreys,  Arkansas  battery. 

Oamp  near  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 

January  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  December 
31,  [1862,]  my  battery  advanced  to  the  position  occupied  the  day  previ- 
ous by  Kobertson's  battery.  Your  brigade,  then  advancing,  engaged 
the  enemy  and  was  rapidly  driving  him  back.  I  followed  as  closely  as 
the  nature  of  the  ground  would  admit,  but,  turning  to  the  right  too  sud- 
denly, became  separated  from  your  brigade,  and,  having  advanced  in  a 
northern  direction  about  1  mile,  engaged  a  battery  of  the  enemy,  a  part 
of  which  was  soon  after  captured  by  our  advancing  lines.  I  then  passed 
through  an  interval  in  our  infantry  lines  caused  by  our  left  swinging 
too  far  in  that  direction,  and,  taking  position  near  Mr.  Cowan's  house, 
some  3  miles  from  and  northwest  of  our  original  lines,  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  batteries,  some  500  yards  distant,  in  position  on  an  eleva- 
tion equal  to  our  own  and  partially  concealed  by  a  narrow  skirt  of  tim- 
ber intervening  between  our  position  and  his.  The  enemy's  guns  (sup- 
posed to  have  been  sixteen  in  number),  then  firing  upon  our  infantry 
and  other  troops  in  his  front,  were  immediately  turned  upon  us  with 
great  precision  and  rapidity.  We  responded  as  fast  as  our  guns  could 
be  served,  and  for  more  than  half  an  hour  drew  the  entire  tire  of  all  the 
guns  on  the  opposite  hill.  Two  of  my  guns  were  rendered  useless  by 
ammunition  too  large,  and  two  others  were,  during  the  action,  disabled 
by  the  enemy's  shot,  one  having  a  wheel  shot  off  and  otherwise  injured, 
and  the  cannoneers  of  the  other  being  in  the  same  way  disabled.  Five 
horses  were  killed  by  an  exploding  shell.  With  two  pieces  (a  3-inch 
rifle  and  6-pounder  gun)  we  maintained  the  fight  until  our  advancing 
lines  were  charging  the  enemy's  guns,  when  we  were  ordered  to  fall 
back,  which  we  did,  to  a  point  some  300  yards  in  rear  of  that  position. 
Eight  men  were  disabled  by  wounds. 

During  the  engagement  there  were  many  acts  of  individual  gallantry 
displayed,  some  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  mention.  Lieut.  John  W. 
Rivers,  when  the  cannoneers  at  a  piece  were  disabled,  seized  the  sponge- 
staff,  and,  calling  others  to  his  aid,  filled  the  post  of  No.  1  with  energy 
ind  determination. 
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First  Lieut.  William  H.  Gore  was  acting  as  gunner  wlien  be  wns 
knocked  down  and  wounded  by  a  shell.  He  immediately  rallied  and 
called  upon  the  men,  wounded  like  himself,  to  rally  to  their  work. 

Lieut.  Oliver  P.  Kichardson,  whose  gallantry  on  the  field  of  Richmond, 
Ky.,  attracted  the  attention  of  General  Churchill,  commanded  his  sec- 
tion with  ability. 

Lieut.  Henry  0.  Biggin,  after  Lieutenant  Gore  was  wounded,  was 
intrusted  with  the  command  of  that  officer's  section,  and  rendered  effi- 
cient service  through  the  day. 

All  the  above-named  officers  in  this  engagement  behaved  with  a  gal- 
lantry and  displayed  a  devotion  to  cause  and  country  which  should 
entitle  them  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  commanding  general. 

First  Sergt.  William  Shea  was  fearless  and  efficient.  Ensign  Came- 
ron, when  a  part  of  the  flag-staff  was  shot  down,  observed  coolly  that 
they  were  "  shooting  a  little  close." 

Private  Samuel  M.  Tucker  had  a  sponge  staff  shot  out  of  his  hand, 
and  by  the  same  force  he  was  knocked  over,  but  immediately  returned 
to  duty.  Private  Joseph  W.  Adams  was  wounded  in  the  foot  and  had 
his  pantaloons  torn  off  by  an  exploding  shell.  Dennis  Corcoran  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  neck  by  splinters  from  a  shell,  and  reluctantly 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  field. 

Duty  Sergeants  Thompson,  Casey,  Greer,  Long,  Brewer,  and  Burke tt 
are  all  deserving  of  favorable  mention  for  high  courage  and  efficiency. 
In  fact,  to  do  ample  and  full  justice  I  should  have  to  mention  every 
name  on  the  company  rolls.  All  were  in  trying  positions,  and  suffice  it 
to  say  that  no  men  could  have  behaved  better  while  subjected  to  a  terrific 
fire  of  shot  and  shell  which  tore  down  trees  like  the  whirlwind  and  scat- 
tered them  like  the  lightning. 

Fortunately,  while  horses  and  guns  were  destroyed  the  men  were  pro- 
tected by  the  "  Giver  of  all  victories."  It  is  to  that  power  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  mentioned  and  referred  to  that  the  success  of  this  battery 
can  be  ascribed. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  T.  HUMPHREYS, 

Captain  Artillery. 

General  E.  McNair, 

Comdg.  Third  Brigade^  McCown^s  Division,  Army  of  Tennessee, 


^o.  301. 


EeporU  of  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler,  C.  8.  Army,  Chief  of  Cavalry^  in- 
cluding sMrmishes  at  and  near  La  Vergne,  December  26  and  30,  and  Jan- 
uary 1 ;  at  Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  Becemher  27 ;  at  Stewarfs  Creek, 
December  28;  at  Wilkinson^ s  Cross- Roads,  December  29;  at  Cox's  (or 
Blood's)  Hill,  January  3;  at  Murfreesborough,  January  4;  07i  Man- 
chester pike,  January  5 ;  at  Mill  Creek  Bridge,  January  8 ;  near  Nash- 
ville, January  12 ;  and  capture  of  transports,  January  13,  14,  and  17, 
and  of  construction  train  at  Antioch,  January  25. 

Headquarters  Cavalry, 
Six  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  January  5,  1863 — 6  p.  m. 

General  :  1  left  Murfreesborough  last  night,  about  9  o'clock  p.  m., 
having  engaged  the  enemy  between  Murfreesborough  and  the  river  for 
about  an  hour  before  sunset.     I  left  a  picket  in  front  of  the  town.     W<^ 
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formed  our  first  line  this  a.  m.,  4  miles  from  Murfreesborough.  The  cav- 
alry we  kept  back  with  the  greatest  ease,  but  finally  they  brought  up 
several  regiments  of  infantry  in  line  of  battle^  colors  flying,  with  cavalry 
on  the  flanks  and  artillery  plaijed  in  a  favorable  position.  By  this  means 
they  succeeded  in  driving  us  2  miles.  The  last  attack  was  5  miles  from 
Murfreesborough,  the  shock  of  which  was  sufficiently  great  to  prevent 
them  from  making  any  farther  advance  to-night.  We  must  have  killed 
and  wounded  a  great  many  of  them.  Our  loss,  6  or  7  wounded,  includ- 
ing my  aide,  Lieutenanc  Wailes.  My  adjutant,  Lieutenant  Burford,  was 
slightly  wounded  yesterday  by  a  shell.  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in 
keeping  back  the  enemy  from  Bellbuckle  for  several  days,  if  General 
Wharton  succeeds  in  keeping  them  back  on  the  Shelby ville  pike.  Of 
course,  it  will  take  more  time  to  reach  Wartrace  and  Shelbyville. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  WHEELER, 
Brigadier- General  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 
Lieutenant-General  Polk. 

Headquarters  Cavalry, 
N'ear  Fosterville,  Tenn.,  January  26^  1863. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  command — consisting 
of  the  First  Alabama  Cavalry,  Colonel  [William  W.]  Alien ;  Third  Ala- 
bama, Major  [F.  Y.]  Gaines;  Fifty-first  Alabama,  Colonel  [John  T.]  Mor- 
gan ;  Eighth  Confederate,  Colonel  [W.  B.]  Wade,  and  two  Tennessee  bat- 
talions, under  Majors  [D.  W.]  Holman  and  DeWitt  C.  Douglass,  together 
with  [Capt.  J.  H.]  Wiggins'  battery — was,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  stationed 
at  Stewart's  Creek,  on  the  Murfreesborough  and  Nashville  pike,  and 
about  10  miles  northwest  of  Murfreesborough.  My  line  of  vedettes, 
forming  a  continuous  line,  extended  from  a  point  east  of  Stone's  River, 
on  my  right,  crossing  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike  about  10 
miles  from  Nashville,  and  extending  to  a  point  about  half  way  from  said 
pike  to  Brentwood,  the  posts  of  the  pickets  and  grand  guards  being  at 
favorable  positions  on  the  avenues  of  approach  and  at  i)oints  varying 
from  300  to  1,000  yards  in  rear  of  the  line  of  vedettes.  General  Pegram's 
brigade  was  stationed  on  the  right  and  General  Wharton's  brigade  on 
the  left  of  my  line. 

About  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  December  26,  [1862,]  the  enemy 
advanced  in  large  force,  driving  in  our  vedettes.  On  arriving  at  the 
front  and  seeing  the  extent  of  the  movement,  I  ordered  up  the  entire 
command  and  deployed  it  in  line  of  battle.  We  engaged  the  enemy 
during  the  entire  day,  falling  back  about  3  miles.  We  also  engaged  the 
enemy  during  the  28th  and  29th  ultimo,  killing  and  wounding  large  num- 
bers, meeting  but  very  slight  losses  ourselves. 

By  the  evening  of  the  29th  we  had  reached  the  line  of  battle  of  our 
infantry  and  had  placed  my  brigade  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  line. 

At  midnight,  pursuant  to  orders  from  General  Bragg,  I  proceeded 
with  my  command,  re-enforced  by  Colonel  [James  E.]  Carter's  regiment, 
to  the  enemy's  rear. 

By  daylight  on  the  30th  we  had  reached  Jefferson,  and  soon  after  met 
a  brigade  train,  with  all  the  equipage  of  one  brigade.  We  attacked 
vigorously,  drove  off  the  guards,  and  destroyed  the  train,  baggage, 
equipage,  &c.,  also  capturing  about  50  prisoners.  We  then  proceeded 
toward  La  Yergne,  and  captured  a  party  of  Federals  out  stealing  and 
gathering  stock,  and  soon  after  overtook  and  captured  a  small  foraging 
train. 
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About  noon  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Yergne  and  found  it  filled 
with  soldiers  and  large  trains  parked  in  the  fields  surrounding  tbe  place. 
We  immediately  charged  in  three  columns,  completely  surprising  the 
guards,  who  ma(!e  but  slight  resistance.  We  immediately  paroled  the 
prisoners,  amounting  to  al30ut  700,  and  destroyed  immense  trains  and 
stores,  amounting  to  many  hundred  thousands  of  dollars.  We  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Eock  Spring,  attacked,  captured,  and  destroyed  another  large 
train.  We  then  marched  on  i^olensville  without  opposition,  capturing 
large  trains,  stores,  and  arms,  and  about  300  prisoners.  We  slept  for  a 
few  hours  5  miles  from  IvTolensville,  and  at  2  o'clock  the  next  morning 
proceeded  to  the  left  flank  of  our  army,  having  made  a  complete  circuit 
of  the  enemy's  rear.  On  arriving  the  line  was  engaged.  We  pressed  on 
and  attacked  enemy  on  the  Murfreesborough  and  IN'ashville  pike,  just 
north  of  Overall's  Creek.  After  a  brisk  engagement  we  moved  across 
the  creek  and  made  an  attack  on  the  enemy  at  that  point,  driving  him 
for  2  miles  and  successfully  engaging  him  until  dark,  when  we  fell  back 
to  the  left  of  our  line,  where  we  remained  during  the  night. 

In  this  latter  engagement  Colonel  Allen  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  [James 
D.]  Webb  were  wounded. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  January  1,  I  proceeded,  pursuant  to  direc- 
tions from  General  Bragg,  with  my  own  and  General  Wharton's  brigade, 
to  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  We  attacked  a  large  train  near  La  Yergne, 
dispersing  its  guards,  and  captured  and  destroyed  a  large  number  oi 
wagons  and  stores.  We  also  captured  one  piece  of  artillery.  Toward 
evening  we  received  orders  to  return,  and  we  regained  our  positions  on 
the  flanks  of  the  army  by  2  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant. 
We  remained  in  position  that  night  and  next  day,  engaging  the  enemy 
at  every  opportunity. 

At  9  o'clock  that  evening  I  proceeded  again  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
according  to  directions  from  General  Bragg,  and  succeeded  next  morn- 
ing in  capturing  a  number  of  horses,  wagons,  and  prisoners.  About  2 
p.  m.  we  attacked  a  large  ordnance  train  at  Cox's  Hill,  heavily  guarded 
by  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  succeeded  in  driving  oif  the  cavalry  guards 
and  in  breakiiig  down  and  upsetting  a  large  number  of  wagons.  The 
enemy's  infantry  being  in  such  force  (quite  treble  our  numbers),  we  were 
prevented  from  destroying  the  train,  but  succeeded  in  preventing  its 
making  any  further  progress  that  day.  By  this  time  we  received  orders 
to  immediately  return  to  the  army,  which  order  was  obeyed,  we  reach- 
ing our  former  position  on  the  left  flank  of  our  army  about  4  o'clock  next 
morning.  We  here  learned  that  the  army  had  fallen  back,  and  about  9 
o'clock  that  morning  we  crossed  Stone's  River  and  took  position  in  front 
of  Murfreesborough. 

About  3  p.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  river  and  commenced  a  brisk 
skirmish  with  artillery  and  infantry.  After  dark  the  enemy  retired  a 
short  distance,  and  our  pickets  in  front  of  Murfreesborough  were  unmo- 
lested during  the  night. 

At  daylight  on  Monday,  the  4th  [5th]  instant,  we  fell  back  to  a  point 
on  the  Manchester  pike  about  3  miles  from  Murfreesborough.  About  1 
o'clock  the  enemy  advanced,  and  after  a  short  skirmish  we  fell  back  half 
a  mile  to  a  favorable  position.  Here  we  formed  line  of  battle  in  conjunc- 
tion with  General  Pegram's  brigade,  in  a  very  favorable  position,  be- 
hind fences,  entirely  obscured  from  view.  About  3  o'clock  the  enemy 
advanced  with  a  brigade  of  infantry  and  artillery  in  line  of  battle,  with 
heavy  force  of  cavalry  on  their  flanks.  When  they  arrived  within  about 
250  yards,  we  opened  on  them  a  heavy  fire  of  small-arms  and  artillery 
with  excellent  eftect,  killing  and  wounding  large  numbers.     After  an 
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engagement  of  about  thirty  minutes  they  turned  off*  and  left  the  field, 
and  have  not  since  advanced  any  farther  from  Murfreesborough  on  this 
road. 

During  the  many  engagements  incident  to  the  battle  of  Murfreesbor 
ough,  1  take  pleasure  in  commending  the  gallantry  and  good  soldierly 
conduct  of  Colonel  Allen,  Captain  [V.  M.]  Elmore,  and  Lieutenant  [Ed- 
ward S.]  Ledyard,  of  the  First  Alabama,  and  Major  [C.  J.]  Prentice  and 
Captain  [Kichard]  McCann,  who  commanded  detachments.  Colonel 
Allen  and  Major  Prentice  were  severely  wounded  while  fighting  gal- 
lantly. 

Lieutenants  [E.  S.]  Burford  and  [William  E.]  Wailes,  of  my  staff,  were 
at  all  times  distinguished  for  gallantry,  zeal,  and  efficiency,  and  were 
both  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  WHEELEE, 
Major- General  and  Chief  of  Cavalry. 

Col.  GeorgtB  William  Brent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Cavalry,  Department  No.  2, 

January  29,  1863. 

Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  cavalry  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Hardee's  corps,  under  my  command,  engaged  the  enemy  as  they 
advanced  upon  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike,  and  on  the  ad- 
joining approaches,  from  the  morning  of  the  26th  ultimo  to  the  evening 
of  the  29th.  At  midnight  on  the  night  of  the  29th  ultimo  I  proceeded 
with  the  command  across  the  West  Fork  of  Stone's  Kiver,  by  way  of  the 
Lebanon  road,  hence  by  a  circuitous  route  to  Jefferson,  where,  at  about 
9  a.  m.  on  the  30th,  we  attacked,  captured,  and  destroyed  an  entire  bri- 
gade train.  We  then  proceeded  toward  La  Vergne,  capturing  a  party 
sent  out  after  horses  and  mules,  and  also  a  foraging  party.  We  attacked 
La  Yergne  about  1  p.  m.,  capturing  about  500  prisoners,  200  stand  of 
arms,  and  the  reserve  wagon  trains  of  the  enemy;  the  wagons  were  de- 
stroyed. We  then  proceeded  to  Eock  Spring,  capturing  a  brigade  train, 
which  we  destroyed,  with  its  equipage .  We  then  proceeded  to  Nolens- 
ville,  capturing  a  train  and  about  200  prisoners  and  200  stand  of  arms. 

We  then  made  a  circuit  around  Triune,  and  the  next  morning  attacked 
the  enemy,  stationed  on  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike  north 
of  Overall's  Creek.  We  then  moved  down  toward  Murfreesborough,  and 
again  attacked  them  south  of  Overall's  Creek,  driving  the  enemy  for  a 
distance  of  2  miles  from  the  Wilkinson  pike  to  the  Nashville  pike,  en- 
gaging their  infantry  and  cavalry  until  dark.  We  then  withdrew  to 
our  position  on  t^he  left  of  our  wing.  At  daylight  we  proceeded  again 
to  La  Vergne,  in  the  enemy's  rear,  attacked  a  large  train,  burned  sev- 
eral wagons,  and  captured  many  prisoners.  We  then  received  orders 
to  return  to  the  army,  where  we  arrived  at  about  2  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  and  placed  our  inckets  out  to  the  front.  We  remained  in  this 
position  until  dark,  when  we  moved  again  to  Autioch,  capturing  a  few 
wagons,  and  at  about  3  p.  m.  attacked  a  large  train  on  Cox's  Hill.  After 
capturing  the  train,  and  injuring  some  of  the  wagons,  four  regiments  of 
infantry  attacked  us,  and  we  were  obliged  to  retire.  I  then  received 
orders  to  return,  and  arrived  at  my  old  stand,  on  the  left  of  our  wing, 
at  about  4  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  January  3  [4].  As  our  army  had 
retired,  1  moved  over  the  river  and  remained  in  Murfreesborough  that 


Chap.  XXXH.]  THE  STONE^S  RIVER  CAMPAIGN.  961 

day.     Toward  (ivening  I  skirmished  with  the  enemy  and  withdrew  my 
pickets  3  miles  at  daylight  the  next  morning. 

At  3  p.  m.  Monday,  the  enemy  advanced  and  engaged  us  warmly. 
The  enemy  did  not  advance  any  farther. 

On  Janujiry  8,  I  moved  over  to  the  Cumberland,  and  a  detachment, 
under  Captain  [EichardJ  McCann,  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge  over 
Mill  Creek  and  a  construction  train. 

On  the  12th,  we  drove  in  a  large  foraging  party  to  Nashville,  and  on 
the  13th  and  14th  we  captured  a  gunboat  and  four  transports.  We  also 
destroyed  a  large  amount  of  stores  at  Ashland,  which  the  enemy  had  left 
under  guard,  but  the  guard  ran  off  as  we  approached.  Many  other  trans- 
ports threw  off  a  great  part  of  their  cargo  to  avoid  capture. 

On  the  25th,  we  captured  a  construction  train  near  Antioch. 

A  detachment,  under  Major  [D.  W.]  Holman,  captured  another  trans- 
port on  the  17th. 

Eespectfully,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  WHEELEE, 

Major- General, 

Col.  T.  B.  EoY,  Chief  of  Staff. 


Ko.  302. 


Report  of  Capt.  T.  ff.  MauldiUj  Third  Alabama  Cavalry,  Wheelerh  bri- 
gade, including  skirmishes  December  26-January  5. 

FOSTERVLLLE,  TeNN., 

February  19,  1863. 

Colonel  :  The  Third  Alabama  Cavalry  was  engaged  in  skirmishing 
with  the  enemy  on  December  26,  27,  28,  and  29,  1862,  from  La  Vergne 
to  Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

On  the  30th,  was  present  at  a  skirmish  near  Jefferson,  La  Yergne,  and 
Nolensville. 

On  the  31st,  was  in  a  charge  made  by  the  cavalry  upon  the  right  of 
the  Federal  army,  where  it  was  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire  of  small-arms 
from  infantry  and  cavalry,  losing,  however,  but  1  man  killed  and  2  lieu- 
tenants and  2  men  wounded  and  left  on  the  field. 

On  January  1  and  2,  the  regiment  was  in  front  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
extreme  left  of  the  Confederate  army  without  any  fighting. 

On  the  night  of  the  2d,  it  marched  to  the  rear  of  the  Federal  army, 
and  on  the  3d  was  engaged  in  an  attack  upon  one  of  the  enemy's  wagon 
trains,  upon  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  turnpike,  and  returned 
to  the  field  of  battle  near  Murfreesborough  about  an  hour  before  day 
the  morning  of  the  4th. 

During  the  day  of  the  4th,  this  regiment  moved  through  Murfreesbor- 
ough, and  bivouacked  at  night  about  2  miles  from  town,  on  the  Manches- 
ter turnpike. 

On  the  5th,  was  engaged  in  a  fight  with  some  of  the  Federal  infantry 
6  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  on  the  Manchester  pike. 

This  ended  the  series  of  battles  and  skirmishes  from  December  25, 
1862,  to  January  5,  1863,  in  which  the  regiment  was  engaged. 

During  this  time  the  regiment  lost,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing, 
25,  including  3  lieutenants  wounded. 
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I  would  respectfully  report  that  on  the  memorable  field  of  Murfrees- 
borough,  Sergt.  Maj.  H.  M.  Cooper  and  Sergt.  J.  W.  Norwood,  of  Com- 
pany A,  are  worthy  of  promotion  for  their  gallantry  in  rallying  the  regi- 
ment and  assisting  in  bringing  it  out  in  order  from  under  a  galling  fire 
fi:om  the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  combined  on  December  31, 1862. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  MAULDm, 
Captain,  Commanding  Third  Alabama  Cavalry. 
Ool.  W.  B.  Wade, 

Commanding  First  Cavalry  Brigade. 


No.  303. 


Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Webb.,  Fifty -first  Alabama  Partisan  Bangers 
including  skirmishes  December  26-January  6. 

Old  Fosterville,  Tenn.,  February  23,  1863. 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders,  No.  6,  in  the  absence  of  Col.  John  T. 
Morgan,  Fifty-first  Alabama  Regiment,  Partisan  Kangers,  who  was  in 
command  on  the  occasion  of  which  report  is  to  be  made,  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following: 

On  Friday  evening,  December  26  [ultimo],  the  regiment  left  their 
camp  on  Stewart's  Creek,  on  the  Murfreesborough  and  Nashville  turn- 
pike, and  promptly  reported  to  the  general  commanding  at  La  Yergne, 
which  is  a  distance  of  5  miles  from  the  camp.  They  were  ordered  to  the 
right  of  the  railroad  and  to  the  front  of  La  Vergne.  The  command  was 
dismounted  to  fight,  and  soon  became  engaged  along  the  line  with  the 
sharpshooters  and  skirmishers  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  as  also  their  ad- 
vanced guard,  on  the  left  of  their  line.  This  was  kept  up  steadily  on  both 
sides  until  the  order  was  given  to  fall  back,  to  take  a  position  nearer  the 
turnpike,  and  to  be  in  supporting  distance  of  the  artillery.  The  order 
was  executed  in  good  order.  They  then  formed  a  line  of  battle,  the  right 
resting  on  the  turnpike  and  extending  near  to  the  railroad.  The  enemy 
did  not  pursue.  Night  came  on,  and  the  regiment  remained  in  line  of 
battle  until  10  o'clock.    They  were  ordered  to  return  to  camp. 

In  this  skirmish  we  lost  1  private  of  Company  C,  supposed  to  be 
captured  and  not  killed;  1  private  from  Company  D,  known  to  be 
captured. 

At  early  dawn  on  Saturday,  the  27th,  was  ordered  to  the  front.  They 
were  again  ordered  to  take  position  in  advance  of  the  ground  on  which 
they  were  formed  the  evening  before.  Soon  after  reaching  the  position 
we  were  again  engaged  with  the  enemy's  left,  advancing  in  line  of  battle 
under  cover  of  his  artillery,  throwing  grape  and  shell.  We  continued 
the  engagement  until  our  artillery  was  forced  to  retire  on  the  pike,  when 
we  fell  back  slowly  to  the  right  of  and  along  the  eTefferson  pike,  in  tlie 
direction  of  the  town  of  Jefferson.  Heavy  rain  commenced  to  fall  and 
continued  for  several  hours.  When  the  command  had  reached  the  Jef- 
ferson pike,  and  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  York,  Captain  [N.  D.]  John- 
son, of  Company  F,  with  his  company,  was  ordered  to  go  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Buchanan's  Mill  on  a  scout ;  and  Lieutenant  [J.  J.]  Seawell,  in 
command  of  Company  I,  with  his  company,  was  ordered,  too,  as  a  scout- 
ing party  in  the  direction  of  La  Yergne,  neither  of  whom  joined  the 
regiment  again  that  day.     In  a  few  minutes  after  each  of  these  com- 
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panies  left,  in  obedience  to  orders,  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  accompanied 
by  artillery  and  infantry,  advanced  on  the  Jefferson  pike,  and  com- 
menced a  heavy  and  brisk  firing  upon  us  as  we  were  crossing  Stewart's 
[Creek],  where  the  Jefferson  pike  crosses  that  stream.  Their  fire  was 
returned  with  vigor,  and  their  advance  checked  until  their  artillery  and 
infantry  came  up.  Being  heavily  pressed  by  greatly  superior  numbers, 
and  opened  upon  by  their  artillery  with  grape,  canister,  and  sheU 
vigorously,  we  retired  in  good  order  on  the  pike  in  the  direction  of 
Jefferson. 

While  the  enemy  were  pressing  our  rear,  after  crossing  Stewart's 
Creek,  in  this  engagement,  the  conduct  of  Capt.  M.  L.  Kirkpatrick,  Com- 
pany H ',  Capt.  L.  W.  Battle,  Company  B ;  Lieut.  William  [M.J  Fitt, 
Company  G,  deserves  especial  mention  in  rallying  their  men  and  leading 
them  in  a  charge  on  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Justice  requires  that  the  name  of  James  W.  Copiley,  of  Company  I 
(who  was  then  and  is  now  acting  ordnance  sergeant  for  this  regiment), 
should  be  mentioned  for  his  gallantry  and  daring  at  the  head  of  the 
column  in  this  charge. 

The  gallant  and  brave  Lieut.  William  [M.]  Fitt,  Company  G,  was 
killed ;  Private  Holey,  of  Company  G,  and  Private  Urley,  of  Company 
K,  were  killed  5  Lieutenant  [John  O.]  Zeigler,  of  Comi^any  B,  and  2 
privates  of  Company  G,  were  wounded.  Lieutenant  [J.  J.]  Seawell,  with 
12  of  his  company,  were  captured.  We  are  informed  by  those  of  his 
command  who  made  their  escape  that  they  are  almost  certain  that  he 
with  those  of  his  men  who  were  captured,  were  wounded.  They  saw 
several  of  their  horses  fall. 

The  coolness  and  bravery  of  Orderly  Sergt.  H.  Clay  Eeynolds,  of  Com- 
pany T,  distinguished  him  while  he  brought  off  several  of  his  company 
under  a  heavy  tire  in  crossing  Stewart's  Creek,  [and]  rejoined  his  com- 
mand. His  conduct  commends  him  for  special  mention.  The  regiment 
bivouacked  that  night  on  Stone's  River  without  rations. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th,  we  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  right  of  the 
ll^ashville  turnpike,  8  miles  from  Murfreesborough,  and  opposite  to  a 
church  on  the  pike.  We  occupied  the  position  until  nightfall,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  slight  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets,  were 
not  engaged.  We  bivouacked  for  the  night  opposite  to  Miller's,  near 
the  pike. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  we  advanced  on  the  pike  and  again  formed 
line  of  battle  on  the  ground  of  the  day  before,  and  remained  until  we 
were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  left  and  along  the  turnpike  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Murfreesborough,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  advance  forces 
from  that  point  until  we  entered  our  infantry  lines,  drawn  up  in  front 
of  Murfreesborough  in  line  of  battle,  which  was  late  in  the  afternoon  of 
that  day,  being  the  whole  distance  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  both 
artillery  and  small-arms. 

After  reaching  our  infantry  lines  we  were  ordered  to  form  a  line  of 
battle,  our  left  extending  toward  and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Leb- 
anon turnpike,  about  2  miles  from  Murfreesborough.  We  remained 
there  until  12  o'clock  that  night.  We  then  took  up  the  march  and  pro- 
ceeded down  that  pike,  crossing  Stone's  River,  until  we  reached  the 
Jefferson  pike,  and  proceeded  on  that  pike  in  the  direction  of  Jefferson 
until  daylight  J  then,  turning  to  the  right,  continued  the  march  until  we 
encountered  the  enemy  on  Tuesday  morning.  This  regiment  remained 
to  support  the  artillery,  and  were  not  actively  engaged  witli  the  enemy 
at  this  point. 

At  2  o'clock  on  that  day  the  regiment  charged  at  La  Yergne  a  train 


964  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.      [Chap.  XXXTL 

of  wagons  parked  on  the  plains  5  captured  36  wagons  laden  with  ammu- 
nition, commissary  and  quartermaster's  stores,  which  were  burned ;  the 
teams  of  mules  and  horses  attached  to  them,  8  or  10  wagons,  and  50 
prisoners.  After  which  they  proceeded  to  Nolensville,  and,  with  other 
commands  of  this  brigade,  captured  20  wagons,  50  prisoners,  the  teams 
of  horses  and  mules,  late  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  From  thence 
they  proceeded  in  a  westerly  direction  for  6  or  8  miles  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night. 

Before  daylight  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  31st,  we  were  ordered  to 
march,  and  at  2  o'clock  on  that  day,  on  the  Wilkinson  pike,  engaged  in 
skirmishing  with  the  infantry  of  the  enemy's  right  in  front  of  Murfrees- 
borough.     The  engagement  was  kept  up  until  nightfall. 

In  this  engagement  Lieutenant-Colonel  Webb  was  struck  on  the  fore- 
head by  a  fragment  of  a  shell  j  1  private  of  Company  A  wounded ;  4 
privates  of  Company  B  wounded ;  Company  D,  1  private  wounded ; 
Company  H,  1  private ;  Company  F,  3  privates ;  Company  E,  1  private. 

Again  on  January  1,  1863,  we  engaged  the  enemy  at  La  Yergne,  on 
the  left  of  the  pike,  facing  toward  Murfreesborough,  for  nearly  one  hour. 
They  were  well  posted  on  an  eminence  behind  houses,  a  train  of  wagons 
parked,  and  fences.  The  contest  for  the  time  was  very  warm.  We  cap- 
tured some  15  or  20  prisoners,  5  or  6  wagons,  destroyed  some  8  or  10 
wagons  laden  with  army  stores,  and  carried  off  the  teams  of  mules.  We 
held  our  position  until  we  were  ordered  to  retire. 

The  casualties  were — Company  C,  1  sergeant  wounded ;  Company  D, 
1  private;  Company  E,  2  privates;  Company  F,  1  private;  Company 
G,  1  private ;  Company  H,  2  privates ;  Company  I,  1  private ;  Com- 
pany K,  1  private  killed  and  2  wounded.  We  returned  to  a  place  on 
the  Nashville  and  Shelby ville  dirt  road,  and  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning 
halted  to  rest. 

Friday  morning,  the  2d,  we  were  ordered  to  march,  and  proceeded  to 
the  point  on  the  Wilkinson  pike  where  we  engaged  the  enemy  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  31st.  We  remained  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  until 
after  sunset  that  evening,  when  we  were  ordered  to  proceed  down  the 
Wilkinson  juke  several  miles,  and,  turning  on  a  dirt  road,  marched  until 
a  late  hour  in  the  night.     We  were  halted  and  ordered  to  rest. 

At  daylight  the  next  morning  (the  3d)  we  were  ordered  to  remount, 
and  i)roceeded  to  Antioch  Church.  At  that  point  we  were  ordered  to 
proceed  to  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike,  at  or  near  Blood's, 
which  is  within  8  miles  of  Nashville.  We  reached  the  point  designated 
about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  soon  became  engaged  in  a  skirmish 
with  the  enemy,  which  was  kept  up  for  half  an  hour,  when  orders  were 
received  from  General  Wheeler  to  withdraw  and  return  by  Antiocb 
Church  and  join  him.  We  did  so,  and  after  a  toilsome  march  we  halted 
at  the  place  from  which  we  moved  on  Friday  evening,  and  bivouacked 
until  morning. 

On  Monday  morning,  the  4th,  about  sunrise,  we  crossed  Stone's  Eiver 
and  proceeded  on  the  Manchester  pike  3  miles.  We  halted  and  remained 
there  until  the  next  morning,  when  we  were  again  ordered  to  march. 
We  advanced  on  that  pike  for  4  miles  farther,  where  we  halted  until  the 
afternoon,  when  we  [were]  ordered  to  return  on  the  pike  some  3  miles. 
We  were  ordered  to  dismount  to  fight,  and  formed  on  the  right  of  the 
pike  facing  Murfreesborough,  and  soon  became  engaged  with  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  who  advanced  undei  cover  of  their  artillery,  firing  grape  and 
shell.  We  checked  their  advance  and  kept  up  a  brisk  engagement  until 
artillery  retired  on  the  pike,  before  a  greatly  superior  force,  with  the 
following  casualties :  Company  B,  1  private  wounded ;  Company  C,  2 
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wounded ;  Coinpauy  E,  1  wounded ;  Company  G,  1,  mortally ;  Company 
H,  1  wounded;  Company  K,  1  killed.  That  night  we  bivouacked  on 
the  Manchester  pike,  8  miles  from  Murfreesborough. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Gth,  w^e  moved  slowly  down  tht^.  pike  to  Beech 
Grove,  where  we  remained,  and  bivouacked  until  Friday,  the  9th,  at  w^hich 
time  we  set  out  on  the  march  for  the  Cumberland  liiver. 

On  each  of  the  occasions  mentioned  the  officers  and  men  behaved  with 
such  coolness  and  bravery  as  to  show  that  they  could  be  relied  on  in  an 
hour  of  danger  or  peril — not  to  be  dismayed  by  unequal  numbers  and 
superior  equipments. 

1  regret  the  absence  of  Colonel  Morgan  in  making  this  report,  as  I 
had  not  expected  to  be  called  on  to  do  so,  and  kept  no  memorandum 
from  which  to  prepare  a  more  accurate  account  or  detailed  report. 
The  surgeon  of  the  regiment  has  provided  the  list  of  the  casualties 
mentioned. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

J.  D.  WEBB, 
Lieut,  Col.,  Comdg.  Fifty -first  Alabama  Begt.  Partisan  Bangers, 


No.  304. 


Beport  of  Capt.  J.  R.  Wiggins,  Arkansas  battery,  including  skirmishes  at 

La  Vergne  December  26-27. 

February  19,  1863, 

In  compliance  with  General  Orders,  No.  6, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  borne  by  Wiggins'  battery  in  the  fights 
before  Murfreesborough : 

On  the  evening  of  December  26,  [1862,]  the  enemy  advanced  upon  La 
Vergne,  and  one  section  of  the  battery  was  advanced,  under  Lieutenant 
[J.  W.]  Calloway,  to  engage  the  enemy.  During  the  engagement  that 
evening  we  lost  3  horses  and  had  2  men  wounded.  That  night  the  sec- 
tion under  Lieutenant  Calloway  retired  about  a  mile,  and  one  section 
under  Lieutenant  [J.  P.]  Bryant  was  left  in  La  Yergne  on  picket. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  Lieutenant  Calloway,  with  his  section, 
was  ordered  to  the  front  to  engage  the  enemy  again,  while  Lieutenant 
Bryant,  with  his  section,  was  posted  on  a  hill  to  the  left  of  the  pike  and 
in  rear  of  La  Yergne,  to  relieve  the  retreat  of  Lieutenant  Calloway. 
The  battery  retired  to  Stewart's  Creek  that  evening,  engaging  the  en- 
emy by  sections  alternately.  Loss  that  day,  one  horse.  One  section, 
under  Lieutenant  Bryant,  was  left  on  picket  at  Stewart's  Creek  until 
Monday  morning,  the  rest  of  the  battery  retiring  farther  to  the  rear. 

On  Monday,  the  29th,  we  retired  to  our  lines  In  front  of  Murfrees- 
borough, firing  in  the  same  manner  as  at  Stewart's  Creek,  and  moved 
with  the  command  to  the  right  and  encamped  until  midnight,  when,  in 
compliance  with  orders  from  General  Wheeler,  took  Lieutenant  Callo- 
way with  a  section  of  guns  and  moved  with  the  command  on  the  Leba- 
non pike  and  north  of  Old  Jefferson,  where  a  camp  of  the  enemy  was 
attacked,  and  the  battery  fired  about  a  dozen  rounds ;  then  moved  on 
with  the  command  by  way  of  La  Yoi gne  and  Nolens ville,  but  had  no 
other  engagement  until  Wednesday  evening,  when  the  enemy  was  at- 
tacked and  the  battery  engaged  two  hours.  Lost  1  man  wounded,  1 
horse  killed,  and  several  horses  wounded. 

On  Wednesday  (31st),  one  piece  ol  the  section  which  was  left  behind 
was  taken  out  by  Lieutenant  Bryant,  by  order  of  General  Bragg,  with 
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General  Breckinridge's  division,  and  was  engaged  in  the  action  that  day. 
Total  loss,  3  men  wounded,  4  horses  killed,  and  several  more  wounded. 
The  stock  was  very  much  exhausted,  not  having  been  unharuesstd  in 
six  days. 

The  officers  and  men  all  bore  themselves  well  and  with  coolness. 
Sergt.  A.  A.  Blake  especially  displayed  much  gallantry. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  WIGGINS, 

Captain. 

Colonel  [W.  B.J  Wade. 


No.  305. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  A.  Wharton^  C.  8.  Armyj  commanding  Cavalry 

Brigade. 

Headquarters  Wharton's  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Shelby ville  Pike^  Tenn.,  January  22,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  oper- 
arions  of  the  brigade  acting  under  my  orders  during  the  battles  before 
Murfreesborough,  commencing  December  31,  1862,  and  ending  Satur- 
day, January  3,  1863 : 

The  brigade  was  composed  of  the  following  commands.!    *     ♦     ♦ 

I  received  my  orders  from  Lieut.  Gen.  W.  J.  Hardee  in  person.  They 
were  as  follows :  I  was  informed  that  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
31st  [ultimo]  our  left  wing  would  attack  the  enemy's  right.  Being  drawn 
up  on  the  extreme  left,  I  was  ordered  to  reach  the  enemy's  rear  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  to  do  them  all  the  damage  I  could.  My  command  was 
formed  before  daylight.  I  had  divided  my  brigade  into  three  commands 
in  order  that  it  might  be  better  wielded :  Texas  Rangers,  Third  Confed- 
erate, and  Second  Georgia,  under  Colonel  Harrison  j  the  First  Confed- 
erate, Davis  Battalion,  Malone's  battalion,  and  Murray's  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Cox,  and  the  remainder  of  the  command  acting  as  a  support  to 
the  battery  and  as  a  reserve.  I  moved  the  command  promptly  at  day- 
light. So  vigorous  was  the  attack  of  our  left  upon  the  enemy's  right, 
proceeding  first  at  a  trot  and  then  at  a  gallop,  I  had  to  travel  a  distance 
of  2 J  miles  before  I  reached  the  enemy's  rear.  I  succeeded  in  getting 
into  position  near  the  Wilkinson  pike,  with  the  enemy  in  my  front; 
caused  Colonel  Cox  to  form  his  command  for  a  charge;  directed  Cap- 
tain White  to  open  on  the  enemy  with  his  battery.  After  a  brisk  fire 
from  the  artillery,  I  ordered  Colonel  Cox  to  charge,  which  he  did  in  gal- 
lant style,  as  evidenced  by  his  capturing  the  Seventy-fifth  Regiment 
Illinois  Infantry. 

About  this  time  Captain  [S.  P.]  Christian  [Company  K,  Eighth  Texas 
Cavalry],  with  four  companies  of  Texas  Rangers,  charged  a  four-gun 
battery  and  captured  it,  including  horses,  drivers,  harness,  and  every- 
thing pertaining  to  it. 

Up  to  this  time  we  had  taken  about  1,500  prisoners,  which,  with  the 
artillery  and  one  piece  found  without  horses  about  a  mile  in  the  enemy's 
rear,  were  sent  to  the  proper  officer  in  Murfreesborough. 

The  enemy's  immense  wagon  trains,  guarded  by  a  heavy  force  of  cav- 
alry, could  be  seen  moving  near  and  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  Nashville  i^ike.  I  determined  to  move  across  the  country, 
give  the  cavalry  battle,  and  to  attempt  to  capture  the  train.   Our  infantry 

t  See  Organization  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  No.  189,  p.  661. 
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by  this  time  bad  succeeded  in  driving  tbe  enemy  across  tbe  Wilkinson 
pike.  In  reaching  a  point  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant  from 
the  Nashville  pike,  1  discovered  the  wagon  train  of  the  enemy,  together 
with  some  artillery,  moving  along  the  pike.  A  heavy  body  of  cavalry 
was  drawn  up  near  and  parallel  to  the  pike,  facing  me,  and  a  consider- 
able body  was  drawn  up  nearer  me  to  give  battle.  The  battery  was 
placed  in  position.  Ashby's  regiment  and  L.  T.  Hardy^s  company 
formed  in  front  of  the  enemy.  Harrison's  command  formed  on  his  right 
flank.  The  battery  opened  with  considerable  effect.  It  was  ordered  to 
cease  firing  and  Ashby  and  Hardy  ordered  to  charge,  which  they  promptly 
did.  They  were  met  by  a  counter- charge  of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be 
the  Fourth  Eegulars,  with  drawn  sabers.  At  the  same  time  Harrison's 
command  was  ordered  to  charge,  which  they  did  in  the  most  gallant  and 
handsome  manner.  The  Eangers,  in  advance,  met  the  enemy,  and  com- 
pletely routed  them,  relieving  Ashby 's  command,  which  was  hard  pressed. 
Availing  myself  of  the  confusion  caused  by  the  rout  of  the  enemy's  ad- 
vanced cavalry,  the  entire  brigade  was  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's 
whole  cavalry  force,  drawn  up  in  line  half  a  mile  in  rear  of  their  main 
line  of  battle,  protecting  their  wagon  train.  The  order  was  responded 
to  in  the  most  chivalrous  manner,  and  2,000  horsemen  were  hurled  on 
the  foe.  The  ground  was  exceedingly  favorable  for  cavalry  operations, 
and  after  a  short  hand-to-hand  conflict,  in  which  the  revolver  was  used 
with  deadly  effect,  the  enemy  fled  from  the  field  in  the  wildest  confusion 
and  dismay,  and  were  pursued  to  Overall's  Creek,  a  distance  of  2  miles. 
After  they  had  crossed  Overall's  Creek,  the  enemy  reformed  out  of  range 
of  our  guns. 

The  wagon  train — consisting  of  several  hundred  wagons — many  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  about  1,000  infantry,  who  were  either  guarding  the 
wagons  or  were  fugitives  from  the  field,  were  ours.  The  trains  were 
turned  round,  and  started  back  on  the  pike  toward  Murfreesborough. 

I  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  in  the  charge  when  I  was  in- 
formed that  a  heavy  cavalry  force  immediately  in  my  rear  was  about  to 
charge  my  battery,  which,  being  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  cavalry  in 
a  charge,  was  some  distance  behind.  Knowing  that  it  would  be  impos 
sible  to  withdraw  my  men  from  the  pursuit,  and  having  no  disposition  to 
do  so,  I  immediately  returned  in  person  with  two  of  my  staff — Lieuten- 
ants [D.  S.]  Terry,  jr.,  and  [C  W.]  McNeal — and  found  the  battery  with  no 
support  save  Colonel  Smith  and  20  of  his  men,  the  balance,  with  too  much 
zeal,  having  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  the  fleeing  enemy.  My  arrival 
was  most  opjiortune.  About  300  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  not  over  400 
yards  distant,  were  bearing  down  upon  the  battery  with  a  speed  that 
evinced  a  determination  to  take  it  at  all  hazards.  A  few  men,  with  Colo- 
nel Smith,  were  promptly  formed,  and  the  battery  unlimbered  and  or- 
dered to  fire  upon  the  approaching  enemy.  Several  shells  were  exploded 
in  their  ranks  and  they  retired  in  confusion.  The  command  that  had 
captured  the  wagons,  thinking  that  they  had  driven  the  entire  force  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry  across  Overall's  Creek,  and  apprehending  danger 
alone  from  that  quarter,  were  prepared  to  meet  it  only  from  that  direc- 
tion. Besides,  many  were  scattered  along  the  entire  length  of  the 
wagon  train,  directing  its  movements  and  guarding  the  numerous  pris- 
oners taken.  In  this  condition  they  were  attacked  by  the  same  party 
of  cavalry  from  the  direction  of  Murfreesborough  that  I  had  repulsed 
with  the  artillery,  the  enemy's  cavalry  that  we  had  driven  a(5ros6  Over- 
all's Creek  being  in  condition  likewise  to  attack  them  in  the  rear.  Owing 
to  this  and  to  my  being  detained  to  defend  the  battery,  we  were  able 
only  to  bring  off  a  portion  of  the  wagons,  5  or  6  pieces  of  artillery,  about 
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400  prisouers,  327  beef  cattle,  aud  a  goodly  number  of  mules  cut  from 
the  wagons. 

In  this  engagement  the  enemy  suffered  severely,  losing  many  officers 
aud  men,  both  killed  and  captured.  Among  the  former  was  Col.  Minor 
Milliken,  who  was  killed  by  Private  John  Bowers,  of  Company  K,  Texas 
Rangers,  in  single  combat. 

My  loss  was  about  150  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Captain  [R.  J.  C]  Gailbreath,  of  Murray^s  regiment;  Lieutenant 
[William]  Ellis,  Company  G,  Texas  Rangers,  and  Lieutenant  [W.  H.] 
Sharp,  Company  B,  same  regiment,  were  wounded  and  left  upon  the 
field.  Adjt.  N.  D.  Rothrock,  of  Third  Confederate  Regiment,  was  killed. 
My  assistant  inspector-general,  Walker,  was  also  wounded,  and  has  since 
died  of  his  wounds. 

To  Capt.  Paul  [F.]  Anderson  and  his  gallant  company  (my  escort)  I  am 
indebted  for  the  capture  and  safe  delivery  of  327  beeves  and  the  guard 
accompanying  them. 

Having  placed  the  booty  within  our  lines,  I  again  returned  to  the 
rear  of  the  enemy  and  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Nashville  pike,  and  continued 
to  engage  the  enemy  until  the  middle  of  the  afternoon.  At  dusk  I 
stationed  the  command  upon  the  left  of  our  infantry  and  picketed  for 
its  protection.  All  soldiers  in  the  command  who  were  armed  with  shot 
or  other  indifferent  guns  exchanged  them  for  those  of  a  more  approved 
character. 

When  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  operations  of  this  brigade  were 
entirely  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  not  a  mile  from  his  line  of  battle  j 
when  it  is  likewise  borne  in  mind  that  it  successfully  engaged  all  arms 
of  the  service — infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry — and  captured  and  sent 
to  the  rear  more  prisoners  than  the  command  numbered,  I  think  it  will 
be  cheerfully  conceded  that  they  performed  meritorious  and  important 
services  aud  are  entitled  to  the  commendation  due  from  the  command- 
ing general  to  gallant  soldiers. 

On  Thursday  morning,  the  enemy  being  reputed  to  be  in  full  retreat, 
[  was  directed  b^^  the  commanding  general  to  attack  them  at  any  point 
deemed  practicable  on  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike.  I 
moved  my  command,  in  connection  with  Generals  Wheeler  and  Buford, 
around  to  La  Vergne,  reaching  that  place  about  4  p.  m.  A  large  train 
of  wagons  and  some  artillery  were  seen  moving  along  the  pike  with  a 
strong  escort  of  cavalry  in  the  direction  of  Nashville.  General  Wheeler 
moved  across  the  country  and  attacked  the  train  a  mile  below  La  Vergne. 
I  attacked  the  enemy  in  front,  in  La  Vergne,  having  dismounted  a  por- 
tion of  my  command.  We  captured  about  100  wagons,  150  prisoners, 
300  mules,  aud  1  piece  of  artillery.  Ten  of  the  wagons,  the  piece  of 
artillery,  and  the  mules  were  brought  away  and  delivered  to  the  proper 
officer.  The  remaining  wagons,  with  the  quartermaster's  commissary, 
and  ordnance  stores  contained  in  them,  were  burned.     A  regiment  of 

infantry  under  Col. Dennis  was  stationed  in  a  cedar  brake  aud 

fortifications  near  this  point.  I  caused  the  battery  under  Lieutenant 
[Arthur]  Pue  [jr.],  who  acted  with  great  gaUantry,  to  open  on  it.  The 
tire  at  a  range  of  not  more  than  400  yards  was  kept  up  for  more  than 
an  hour,  and  must  have  resulted  in  great  damage  to  the  enemy.  1 
caused  the  enemy  to  be  charged  on  three  sides  at  the  same  time  by  Colo- 
nels Cox  and  Smith  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  |  James  C]  Malone,  aud  the 
charge  was  repeated  four  times,  but  the  enemy  was  so  strongly  jjosted 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  dislodge  him. 

Colonels  Cox  and  Smith  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Malone  and  their 
commands  behaved  with  the  utmost  gallantry.    To  Capt.  Fergus  Kyle,  of 
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the  Texas  Rangers,  I  am  indebted  for  the  capture  and  safe  delivery  of 
many  of  the  mules  taken.  Major  Bledsoe,  of  Murray's  rej^imeut,  was 
prompt  and  efficient  in  burning  the  wagons  which  could  not  be  re- 
moved. Lieut.  G.  W.  McNeal,  of  my  staff,  and  Private  Copeland,  of 
Third  Confederate  Kegiment,  burned  several  wagons  under  very  heavy 
fire  from  the  enemy.  The  wagons  were  riddled  with  bullets  during  the 
firing. 

Night  coming  on,  I  started  for  Murfreesborough,  which  place  I  reached 
at  1  a.  ra.  next  morning,  after  a  march  of  40  miles  and  four  hours'  fight- 
ing. My  loss  in  Murray's,  Smith's,  and  Cox's  regiments  and  Malone's 
battalion  in  officers  and  men  was  very  considerable.  The  command 
encamped  the  remainder  of  the  night  on  the  left  of  our  line  of  battle. 

Upon  Friday  I  was  ordered  by  General  Bragg  to  the  right.  When 
Breckinridge's  division  attacked  the  enemy's  left  on  Friday  afternoon, 
having  received  no  intimation  that  such  an  attack  was  contemplated,  I 
accompanied  Pegram's  battery  to  the  front  and  right  with  Companies 
D  and  K,  of  the  Texas  Rangers,  and  my  escort  company.  Capt.  Paul 
[F.]  Anderson  not  being  able  to  induce  General  Pegram  to  open  with  his 
battery  (he  being  fearful  of  firing  into  our  own  troops),  I  took  charge  of 
the  battery,  placing  it  upon  a  commanding  hill,  and  opened  fire  upon  a 
heavy  column  of  the  enemy  advancing  from  their  extreme  left  to  turn 
Breckinridge's  right.  The  fire  was  so  effective  (the  range  not  being 
over  500  yards)  as  to  shoot  down  their  standard  and  throw  them  into 
confusion.  The  fire  was  continued  until  my  horse  was  shot.  I  was 
thrown  in  his  struggles,  and  when  I  succeeded  in  getting  another  horse 
the  battery  had  been  run  off  without  any  occasion  whatever.  Shortl}' 
after  this,  Breckinridge's  division  gave  way.  I  sent  an  order  back  for 
my  command  to  dismount  and  to  advance  to  cover  our  retreating  forces. 
I  rode  across  the  field  and  joined  General  Preston,  whom  1  found  at  the 
head  of  the  remnants  of  his  brigade,  going  to  where  my  men  were  formed 
on  foot.  The  command  remained  in  saddle  all  night  in  rear  and  as  the 
support  of  a  battery  on  our  extreme  right. 

During  Saturday  nothing  of  importance  occurred,  the  command  being 
held  upon  the  extreme  right  to  prevent  th(^  enemy  from  turning  that 
flank. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-General  Polk,  1  moved  the 
coma] and  before  daylight  Sunday  morning  into  Murfreesborough.  I 
left  three  regiments  to  burn  a  bridge,  and  fell  ba(}k  slowly  before  the 
enemy,  and  sent  the  remainder  6  miles  on  the  Shelbyville  pike  to  feed, 
since  which  time  I  have  been  at  this  point  picketing  and  protecting  the 
front  of  our  army. 

It  is  consideretl  proper  to  state  that  on  Monday,  the  29th,  we  were  en- 
gaged the  entire  day  between  the  Franklin  dirt  road  and  the  Wilkinson 
pike  with  a  large  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  that  the  Texas  Ran- 
gers acted  with  even  more  than  their  usual  gallantry  in  a  dashing  charge, 
saving  one  regiment  of  the  brigade  from  a  complete  rout  by  the  enemy's 
tbrces. 

1  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  conduct  of  the  entire  command  in 
the  different  engagements  as  characterized  by  intrepidity  and  a  deter- 
mination to  conquer  at  all  hazards.  The  Rangers,  being  armed  with 
revolvers,  are  better  prepared  to  meet  the  enemy's  cavalry  than  other 
regiments  in  the  brigade.  The  battle  of  Wednesday  was  fought  at  great 
disadvantage  on  our  part,  the  enemy's  cavalry  being  much  more  effi- 
ciently armed  and  equipped.  The  proper  weapon  for  cavalry  has  proven 
to  be  the  revolver. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  in  the  highest  terms  both 
officers  and  soldiers.    Colonels  Cox,  Harrison,  and  Smith,  Lieutenant- 
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Colonels  Malone  and  Estes,  Captains  [G.]  Cook  and  [S.  P.]  Christian, 
of  Texas  Rangers,  and  Captain  fL.  T.j  Hardy,  of  General  McCown^s 
escort,  behaved  with  the  utmost  gallantry  and  judgment.  Maj.  F.  M. 
Ison  commanded  the  Second  Georgia  during  Wednesday's  fight.  The 
members  of  my  staff  were  prompt  and  efficient,  and  reckless  of  danger. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  was  108  killed  and  wounded,  and  107  captured ; 
150  horses  killed.  A  detailed  account  of  the  casualties  has  been  sent 
to  General  Bragg. 

Captain  [B.  F.]  White,  jr.,  of  my  battery,  whose  gallantry  upon  this 
and  every  other  field  was  most  conspicuous,  was  taken  so  violently  ill 
upon  Wednesday  night  as  to  render  it  entirely  impossible  for  him  to 
be  removed  upon  our  evacuation  of  Murfreesborough. 

Colonel  Ashby  was  ordered  to  report  early  Thursday  morning  to  Gen- 
eral Pegram  with  his  regiment,  and  was  not  in  my  brigade  afterward. 
The  entire  strength  of  the  brigade  was  about  2,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  WHARTON, 
Brigadier- General  of  Cavalry, 

Maj.  T.  B.  Roy, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Abraham  Buford^  C.  S,  Army^  commanding  Cavalry 
Brigade^  including  sMrmishes  December  31-January  3. 

Headquarters  Btjeord's  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Beech  Grove,  Tenn.,  January  11,  186-:}. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  forward  report  of  my  brigade 
during  the  battle  of  Murfreesborough,  [Tenn.] 

My  brigade,  composed  of  Colonel  Smith's  regiment,  assigned  for  duty 
with  Colonel  Grigsby,  numbering  220  effective  men.  Colonel  Grigsby's 
regiment,  230,  and  Colonel  Butler,  180  men,  in  all  631  effective  men,  in 
accordance  with  orders  from  the  general  commanding,  moved  to  Rover, 
18  miles  southwest  of  Murfreesborough,  on  the  Shelbyville  and  Nash- 
ville pike,  where  I  remained  until  Wednesday,  3l8t  [ultimo]. 

Having  received  an  order  from  General  Bragg  to  move  upon  the 
enemy's  flank  and  be  ready  for  a  vigorous  pursuit,  delivered  at  12  m. 
Tuesday  night  (30th),  I  moved  at  daylight  Wednesday  morning  (31st), 
and  reached  the  battle-field  at  12  m.,  taking  position  on  the  extreme  left. 
I  there  joined  General  Wheeler,  and,  in  concert  with  him,  moved  rapidly 
along  the  enemy's  flank,  my  brigade  being  in  advance,  until  we  encount- 
ered a  force  of  the  enenuy,  consisting  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry, 
escorting  a  large  wagon  train,  the  enemy  occupying  quite  a  strong  posi- 
tion on  a  hill  near  Miller's.  I  immediately  disposed  my  command  for 
an  attack,  threw  forward  Captain  [T.  H.]  Shanks'  company,  of  Colonel 
Grigs  by 's  regiment,  as  skirmishers,  and  formed  the  brigade  in  line  of 
battle.  Colonel  Butler  on  the  right,  threatening  the  enemy's  flank,  and 
Colonel  Grigsby  on  the  left,  in  front  of  the  enemy's  lines.  The  attack 
was  opened  by  our  skirmishers,  the  enemy  replying  with  artillery.  After 
firing  a  few  rounds,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Wheeler  to  with- 
draw my  brigade. 

In  this  skirmish  I  lost  1  man  (private  of  Colonel  Butler's  regiment) 
killed  and  3  wounded ;  2  horses  killed  and  2  disabled.  We  captured 
some  30  prisoners,  who  were  paroled  on  the  field. 
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Haviug  withdrawn  my  force  in  good  order,  and  acting  in  conjunction 
with  General  Wheeler,  I  moved  back  on  the  right  toward  and  on  the 
Wilkiiiisoii  pike,  on  the  left  bank  of  OveralPs  Creek,  near  Mrs.  Wash- 
ington's. Here  we  found  the  enemy  posted  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
creek,  under  cover  of  the  woods.  General  Wheeler,  on  the  right  bank, 
attacked  them,  and  I  immediately  drew  up  Colonel  Grigsby's  regiment 
(holding  Colonel  Butler's  in  reserve)  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy, 
crossed  the  creek,  charged  the  enemy,  and  drove  him  back  with  severe 
loss  upon  the  lines  of  his  heavy  infantry. 

My  loss  was  here  2  commissioned  officers  (Major  Chenoweth  and  Capt. 
William  Campbell)  and  6  privates  wounded.  We  captured  some  10  or 
15  prisoners,  who  were  paroled  on  the  field. 

Night  coming  on,  my  brigade  was  withdrawn  from  the  field,  receiving 
orders  to  move  the  next  day  (Thursday),  in  conjunction  with  Generals 
Wheeler  and  Wharton,  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy.  Uniting  my  brigade 
with  theirs,  I  marched  to  La  Yergne,  co-operating  with  them  in  capturing 
and  destroying  a  large  number  of  wagons  laden  with  commissary  and 
quartermaster's  stores,  taking  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Mnety-five 
of  the  Twenty -second  Indiana  Infantry  came  out  and  voluntarily  sur- 
rendered to  Lieut.  D.  E.  Myers,  who  was  alone  a  short  distance  in  front 
of  his  command. 

I  returned  the  next  morning  (Friday)  to  my  original  position  on  the 
left  of  our  line  of  battle,  near  Mrs.  Washington's,  and  remained  there 
during  the  day,  with  no  material  results.  At  9  p.  m.  I  was  ordered 
again  to  co-operate  with  General  Wheeler  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  and 
moved  at  once.  We  encountered  the  enemy  near  Cox's  Hill,  about  8 
miles  from  Nashville,  on  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesborough  pike.  My 
brigade  being  in  the  rear,  found  on  arriving  that  General  Wheeler  had 
already  engaged  the  enemy,  who  was  drawn  up  along  the  pike,  his  cav- 
alry opposite  the  right  wing  of  my  brigade,  which  I  had  moved  into  a 
corn-field  adjoining  the  pike.  Keceiviug  an  order  from  General  Wheeler 
to  move  back  to  tlie  woodland  skirting  the  field,  I  did  so,  to  support  the 
attack  in  which  he  was  engaged.  I  drew  up  the  brigade,  dismounted 
them  to  act  as  skirmishers,  i)reparatory  to  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  left. 
Before  engaging,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Wheeler  to  withdraw  my 
command,  as  he  had  been  ordered  to  return  immediately  to  Murfrees- 
borough. 

I  returned  that  (Saturday)  night  to  my  original  poi>itiou  on  the  left  of 
our  line  of  battle,  near  Mrs.  Washington's,  and  remained  there  until  sun- 
rise Sunday  morning,  when  a  dispatch  from  General  Wheeler  informed 
me  that  the  army  had  commenced  a  retreat.  I  fell  back  to  Murfrees- 
borough, and  retired  on  the  Shelbyville  pike  in  rear  of  the  army. 

I  take  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to 
the  good  conduct  and  military  bearing  of  most  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  my  command,  and  particularly  the  gallant  conduct  of  Maj.  J.  Q.  Cheno- 
weth, of  Colonel  Butler's  regiment,  who  was  on  duty  as  a  member  of  my 
staff,  and  Capt.  G.  M.  Tilford  and  Lieut.  D.  E.  Myers,  of  Colonel  Smith's 
regiment,  who  were  on  duty  with  Col.  J.  Warren  Grigsby's  regiment 
during  the  engagement  of  Wednesday  evening. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  acting  on  my  staff  for  the  efficient 
aid  rendered  me  during  the  engagement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BIJFORD, 
Brigadier-  General,  Provisional  Army, 

General  Commanding  Army, 

[Through  George  William  Brent ,  Assistant  Adjutant- General,) 
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The  Confederate  Roll  of  Honor. 

General  Orders,  •  Adjt.  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
No.  93.  S  Richmond,  Fa.,  November  22,  1862. 

I.  The  following  acts  of  Congress,  having  been  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent, are  published  for  the  information  of  the  Army : 


No.  27. — AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  grant  of  medals  and  badges  of  distinction  as  a  reward  for  courage 

and  good  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle. 

TJie  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  the  President  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  bestow  medals,  with  proper  devices,  ujjon  such  officers  of 
the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  as  shall  b(i  conspicuous  for  courage  and  good  con- 
duct on  the  field  of  battle,  and  also  to  confer  a  badge  of  distinction  upon  one  private 
or  non-commissioned  officer  of  each  company  after  every  signal  victory  it  shall  have 
assisted  to  achieve.  The  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  company  who 
may  be  present  on  the  first  dress-parade  thereafter,  may  choose,  by  a  majority  of  their 
votes,  the  soldier  best  entitled  to  receive  such  distinction,  whoso  name  shall  be  com- 
nmnicated  to  the  President  by  commanding  officers  of  the  company ;  and  if  the  award 
fall  upon  a  deceased  soldier,  the  badge  thus  awarded  him  shall  be  delivered  to  his 
widow,  or,  if  there  be  no  widow,  to  any  relative  the  President  may  adjudge  entitled 
to  receive  it. 

Approved  October  18,  1862. 

By  order : 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral. 


General  Orders,  \  Adjt.  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
No.  131.  i  Richmond,  Va.,  October  3,  1863. 

Difficulties  in  procuring  the  medals  and  badges  of  distinction  having 
delayed  their  presentation  by  the  President,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  October  13,  1862,  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States  conspicu- 
ous for  courage  and  good  conduct  on  the  field  of  battle,  to  avoid  post- 
poning the  grateful  recognition  of  their  valor  until  it  can  be  made  in 
the  enduring  form  provided  by  that  act,  it  is  ordered  — 

I.  That  the  names  of  all  those  who  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
reported  as  worthy  of  this  distinction,  be  inscribed  on  a  Roll  of  Honor, 
to  be  preserved  in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  for 
reference  in  all  future  time,  for  those  who  have  deserved  well  of  tlieir 
country,  as  having  best  displayed  their  courage  and  devotion  on  the 
field  of  battle. 

II.  That  the  Roll  of  Honor,  so  far  as  now  made  up,  be  apptmded  to 
this  order  and  read  at  the  head  of  every  regiment  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  at  the  first  dress-parade  after  its  receipt,  and  be  pub- 
lished in  at  least  one  newspaper  in  each  State. 

III.  The  attention  of  the  officers  in  charge  is  directed  to  General 
Orders,  No.  93,  section  No.  27,  of  the  series  of  1862,  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector General's  Office,  for  the  mode  of  selecting  the  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  entitled  to  this  distinction,  and ,  its  execution  is 
enjoined. 
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BATFLE   OF   MUKFREESBOROUOn 


Alnbamn. 


Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Sergt.  W.  D.  Sniimer,  Co.  A. 
Private  William  Sellers,  Co.  B. 
Corpl.  J.  L.  Husbands,  Co.  C. 
Sergt.  B.  T.  Nelson,  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  P.  A.  Minton,  Co.  E. 

Twenty -fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Capt.  W.  D.  Smith,*  Co.  A. 
Capt.  W.  P.  Fowler,  Co.  F. 
Capt.  John  B.  Hazard,  Co.  I. 
Capt.  W.  J.  O'Brien,  Co.  B. 
Lieut.  J.  A.  Hall,  Co.  K. 
Lieut.  A.  B.  Nelson,  Co.  D. 
Lieut.  R.  T.  B.  Parham,  Co.  H. 
Lieut.  A.  Young,  Co.  A. 
Sergt.  Maj.  William  Mink. 
First  Sergt.  J.  M.  J.  TaUy,  Co.  K. 

Twenty-fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Sergt.  Isaac  N.  Rhoades,  Co.  A. 
Private  Warren  A.  Jackflon,  Co.  B. 
Private  Samuel  Ellison,  Co.  C. 
Private  James  A.  Mote,  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  J.  F.  Coker,"  Co.  F. 

Twenty-sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Private  B.  A.  Thomason,  Co,  A. 
Sergt.  J.  E.  Gilbert,  Co.  B. 
Private  L.  P.  Roberts,  Co.  C. 
Private  Reedy  Ward,  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  F.  E.  MitcheU,  Co.  E. 

Twenty-eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry; 

Private  Topley  Mnrphey,  Co.  B. 
Sergt.  Elias  Wood,  Co.  G. 
Sergt.  W.  B.  Curry,  Co.  K. 

Thirty-second  Regiment  of  Infantry: 

Private  James  Clemens,*  Co.  A. 
Corpl.  Vincent  H.  Joiner,  Co.  B. 
Private  Edmund  Davis,  Co.  C. 
Corpl.  John  C.  Oliver,*  Co.  D. 
Private  Reuben  Dumas,  Co  E. 

Thirty-fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

Corpl.  S.  J.  Numnoy,  Co.  A. 
Private  J.  R.  Browning,  Co.  C. 
Private  C.  P.  Greer,  Co.  D. 
Private  James  Shehom,  Co.  E. 
Private  S.  W.  Reynolds,  Co.  F. 

Thirty -ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 
Adjt.  J.  M.  Macon. 
Second  Lieut.  E.  Q.  Thornton,  Co.  K. 
Second  Lieut.  E.  O.  Petty,  Co.  B. 
Sergt.  C.  K.  Hall,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  W.  J.  White,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  E.  Priest,  Co.  K. 
Private  W.  C.  Mcnefee,  Co.  A. 
Sergt.  A.  J.  Talbot,  Co.  A. 
Private  Samuel  M.  Martin,  Co.  B. 
Private  John  Dansby,  Co,  C. 


Corpl.  N.  B.  Walker,  Co.  F. 
Private  J.  R.  Black,  Co.  G. 
Corpl.  W.  R.  Larry,  Co.  EL 
Private  J.  J.  McVey,  Co.  I. 
Private  J.  N.  Eilands,  Co.  K. 


Sergt.  John  Ives,  Co.  A. 
Private  Martin  Duggan,  Co.  B. 
Private  Melbourn  Deloach,  Co.  C. 
Sergt.  Samuel  S.  Wylie,  Co.  D. 
Private  Joseph  Hall,  Co.  E. 
Private  Samuel  M.  Roberts,*  Co.  F. 
Private  A.  W.  Scott,  Co.  G. 


Private  James  R.  Green,  Co. 
Private  N.  Lankford,*  Co.  1. 
Private  A.  Posey,  Co.  K. 


H. 


Sergt.  Patrick  H.  Smith,  Co.  G. 
Private  Marion  F.  Hazlewood,  Co.  H. 
Private  Charles  W.  Ropers,*  Co.  I. 
Private  J.  B.  Peacock,*  Co.  K. 


Private  J.  T.  McClain,  Co.  G. 
Private  J.  H.  Cotrel,  Co.  H. 
Private  John  A.  Uselton,  Co.  I. 
Companies  F  and  K  made  no  selection. 


Sergt.  William  E.  Short,  Co.  L. 
The  other  companies  made  no  selection. 


Private  Nathaniel  F.  Wheelia,*  Co,  F. 
Corpl.  James  H.  Dove,  Co.  G. 
Private  Alfred  C.  Hutto,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  George  W,  Vansandt,  Co,  I. 
Corpl.  EHiah  P.  Gabel,*  Co.  K. 


Private  J.  G.  Whaley,  Co.  G. 
Private  T.  N.  Cloud,  Co.  R. 
Private  B.  R.  Covington,  Co.  L. 
Private  J.  G.  Metts,  Co.  K. 


Private  Evander  Burkett,  Co.  D. 

Private  Frank  Jones,  Co.  E. 

Private  William  W.  Meadows,  Co.  F. 

Sergts.  John  H.  Poyner  and  T.  F.  Espy, 
Co.  G.  (Comj)any  G  was  unable  to  de- 
cide between  these  two  sergeants. ) 

Sergt.  Abner  Flowers,  Co.  I. 

Sergt.  James  S.  Wilson,  Co.  K. 
Company  IT  luade  no  selection. 


Killed  in  action. 
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Seventeoutli  Battalion  Sharpshooters : 
Private  John  H.  Rutherford,*  Co.  A.  |  Private  Walter  S.  White,  Co.  B. 

Waters'  battery : 
Private  John  Hutchieon. 

Ketchum's  battery : 


Capt.  James  Garrity. 
First  Lieut.  Philip  Bond. 


First  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Lieut.  Col.  D.  McGregor.* 
Adjt.  S.  N.  Greenwood. 
Capt.  O.  F.  Parrish,  Co.  D. 
Lieut.  J.  E  Letson,  Co.  D. 
Capt.  W.  H.  Scales,  Co.  C. 
Corpl.  G.  M.  McKenzie,*  Co.  A. 
Private  J.  S.  T.  Hemphill,  Co.  B. 
Private  G.  W.  Sallee,*  Co.  C. 


First  Lieut.  M,  A.  IlasselL 


Arkansas. 


Private  G.  Bogy,  Co.  D. 
Private  W.  W.  Chanov,  Co.  E. 
Private  H.  J.  Bullion,"^  Co.  F. 
Private  A.  P.  Green,*  Co.  G. 
Private  J.  Beeson,  Co.  H. 
Private  J.  H.  Ciird,*  Co.  L 
Private  O.  C.  Choat,*  Co.  K. 


Second  Regiment  of  Arkansas  Mounted  Rifles: 


Corpl.  James  W.  Piles,  Co.  A. 
Private  Tilman  Peavy,*  Co.  B. 
Private  J.  H.  Eagle,* ' Co.  C. 
Private  E.  A.  Ballew,Co.  D. 
Private  W.  A.  Thompson,*  Co.  E. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Sergt.  S.  H.  Smith,  Co.  A. 
Private  James  M.  Pate,*  Co.  C. 
Private  Daiiiel  Hudson,  Co.  D. 
Private  Thomas  Caldwell,  Co.  E. 
Sergt.  J.  F.  Garrett,*  Co.  F. 

First  Regiment  of  Mounted  Rifles : 

Private  Patrick  Callanan,  Co.  A. 
Private  W.  T.  Blakemore,  Co.  B. 
Private  James  Pearson,  Co.  C. 
Corpl.  C.  D.  Jenkins,  Co.  D. 
Private  T.  J.  Undorwood,  Co,  E, 

Twentj-Mtih  Regiment  of  Iiifantry: 

Private.  S,.  AIpMn,  Go.  A. 
Corpl.  J.  Bo  Ferguson,  Co.  B. 
Private  W.  G.  Evans,  Co.  C. 
Private  M.  N.  Jones,  Co.  D, 
Private  S.  H,  McBride,  Co.  E. 

Fourth  Battalion  of  Infantry : 

Private  James  Vines,*  Co.  A. 
Corpl.  L.  Heggie,*  Co.  B. 

Humphreys'  artillery  company : 
Private  John  Campbell. 


Private  William  Till,*  Co.  F. 
Sergt.  Jessec  Shepard,  Co.  G. 
Private  M.  M .  McGee,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  H.  M.  Graves,  Co.  I. 
Sergt.  F.  C.  Jett,  Co.  K. 


Private  J.  M.  Vinson,*  Co.  G. 
Sergt.  S.T.Ward,*  Co.  H. 
Private  Simpson  Jackson,  Co.  I. 
Private  T.  P.  Williams,  Co.  K. 


Private  W.  W.  Coe,  Co.  F. 
First  Sergt.  W.  S.  Colbum,  Co.  G. 
Corpl.  Thomas  Thomson,  Co.  H. 
Corpl.  Isaac  L.  Caston,  Co.  I. 
Private  G.  B.  House,*  Co.  K. 


Private  John  A.  Wright,  Co.  F. 
Private  J.  S.  Gardner,  Co.  G. 
Private  J.  W.  McNabh,  Co.  H. 
Corpl.  A.  M.  Ragsdale,  Co.  I. 
Corpl.  H.  D.  Holdaway,  Co.  K. 


Private  George  W.  Ayler,  Co.  C. 
Private  C.  G.  Warren,  Co.  E. 


Chorgia. 


Fifth  R<?^gin)ent  of  Infantry : 

Private  Newton  Ric©,*  Co.  A. 
Corpl.  Michael  McNarosrp.,*  Co.  C. 
Private  Thomas  J.  Brantley,*  Co.  E. 
Sergt.  Samuel  P.  Kiddoo,*  Co.  F. 


Corpl.  B.  D.  Bedell,  Co.  H, 
Private  George  W.  Hor^ley^  *  Co.  K. 
Companies  D  and  G  declined  to  select 


•  Killed  in  action. 
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Third  Battalion  of  Infantry ; 

Private  A.  S.  Kimrey,*  Co.  B. 
Private  W.  D.  Clark,*  Co.  C. 
Private  Mat  hew  Hall,  Co.  D. 
Private  John  Capps,  Co,  E. 

Ninth  Battalion  of  Infantry 

Private  Obey  McCurry,  Co.  A. 
Private  W.  J.  Wood,  Co.  B. 
Private  N.  W.  Rice,  Co.  C. 


Private  Michael  Kinney,  Co.  F. 
Private  Thomaa  Nolan,  Co.  G. 
Private  G.  W.  Sanders,  Co.  H. 


Corpl.  William  M.  Gaines,  Co.  D. 
Private  C.  M.  R.  Palmer,  Co.  E. 


Kentucky. 


Second  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Color-Corpl.  W.  H.  Robinson,  Co.  A. 
Private  R.  H.  Graves,  Co.  B. 
Private  Thomas  Clark,  Co.  C. 
Sergt.  C.  A.  Haskell,  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  F.  M.  Chambers,  Co.  E. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

Corpl.  G.  W.  Rogers,  Co.  A. 
Sergt.  E.  L.  Johnson,  Co.  B. 
Private  John  McGuire,  Company  C. 
Color-Corpl.  R.  H.  Lindsey,  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  J.  S.  Whittiugton,  Co.  E. 

Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

First  Sergt.  J.  B.  Lewis,  Co.  C. 
Corpl.  E.  S.  Jones,  Co.  D. 
Private  Thomas  W.  Payue,  Co.  E. 
Private  James  T.  Prather,  Co.  G. 

Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Capt.  Joseph  Desha,  Co.  I. 
Capt.  James  T.  Morehead,  Co.  G. 
Private  J.  G.  Waketield,  Co.  A. 
Private  Jacob  Blackshear,  Co.  B. 
Private  J.  L.  Collins,  Co.  C. 


Sergt.  W.  O.  Coppage,  Co.  F. 
Sergt.  D.  E.  Turney,  Co.  G. 
Corpl.  E.  S.  Wright,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  John  H.  Crane,  Co.  I. 
Sergt.  James  A.  Pearce,  Co.  K. 


Private  Joseph  Nichols,  Co.  F. 
Private  H.  D.  Wallace,  Co.  G. 
Sergt.  A.  M.  Hathaway,  Co.  K. 

Companies  H  and  I  declined  selecting 


Second  Sergt.  William  Harned,  Co.  H, 
Private  J.  O.  Cuahenberry,  Co.  I. 

Companies  A  and  B  declined  selecting 


Private  Nathan  Board,  Co.  G. 
Sergt.  William  K.  Kinman,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  Drakeiord  Gray,  Co.  I. 
Private  H.  B   Roberts,  Co.  K. 
Company  B  declined  to  select. 


Louisiana. 


Thirteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

Color-Sergt.  Roger  Tammure. 
Sergt.  Maj.  Jolm  Farrol. 
Private  Daniel  Dunn,  Co.  A. 
Private  George  K.  Higgins,  Co.  B. 
Private  Lewis  Brown,  Co.  C. 
Corpl.  F.  Druvot,  Co.  D. 

Twentieth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Private  Frank  Monahan,  Co.  A. 
Corpl.  Charles  Sneider,  Co.  B. 
Corpl.  John  Bellejean,  Co.  C. 
Private  Walter  Haynes,  Co.  D. 
First  Sergt.  P.  Mooney,  Co.  E. 

Austin's  battalion  of  sharpshooters  : 
Private  J.  A.  Stovall,*  Co.  A. 

Fifth  Company  Washington  Artillery: 
Private  John  W.  Anthony 


Private  J.  M.  Harris,  Co.  E. 
Private  Michael  McAulilffe,  Co. 
Private  James  Kinsley,  Co.  G. 
Private  M.  Brauigan,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  Patrick  Johnson,  Co.  I. 
Private  Francis  Mackin,  Co.  K. 


Private  Justus  Heisser,  Co.  F. 
Private  Michael  Sullivan,  Co.  G. 
Private  Michael  Carey,  Co.  H. 
Private  John  Gorman,  Co.  I. 
First  Sergt.  G.  G.  Smith,  Co.  K. 


Private  An<lrew  Develbiss,  Co.  B. 


*  Killed  in  action. 
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Mi»8i98ippi. 


Fifth  Regiment  of  Infant  ry  : 

Sergt.  William  Dabbs,  Co.  A . 
Private  Jesse  Glass,  Co.  B. 
Corpl.  J.  J.  Smith,  Co.  C. 
Private  S.  G.  F.  Jayroe,  Co.  D. 
Sergfc.  J.  N.  Richardson,  Co.  E. 

Seventh  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Private  John  A.  Higginbotham,*  Co.  A. 
Private  H.  H.  Price,  Co.  B. 
Private  Richard  R.  Chaddick,  Co.  C. 
Private  Jeptha  Creel,  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  George  Stewart,  Co.  E. 

Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

Private  W.  T.  Robertson,  Co.  A. 
Private  J.  H.  Bonds,  Co.  B. 
Private  W.  J.  Pitman,  Co.  C. 
Corpl.  G.  B.  Risher,  Co.  D. 
Private  S.  T.  Massey,  Co.  E. 

Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Private  T.  E.  Bowden,*  Co.  A. 
Private  Thomas  Gill,  Co.  B. 
Color-Sergt.  H.  A.  McCrosky.  Co.  C. 
Sergt.  George  F.  Duffy,  Co.  t). 
Private  John  McAfee,*  Co.  E. 

Forty-first  Regiment  of  Infantry: 

Sergt.  John  A.  Moore,  Co.  A. 
Private  A.  W.  Bell,  Co.  D. 
Private  A.  F.  Anderson,  Co.  E. 
Private  A.  Sanders,  Co.  F. 
Private  Samuel  N.  Richey,  Co.  G. 
Companies  B  and  C  declined  making  selections. 

Ninth  Battalion  of  Sharpshooters : 

Fourth  Sergt.  M.  Murphy,  Co.  A.  |  First  Sergt.  Joseph  B.  O'Brien,  Co.  A. 

Sergeant  Murphy  was  selected  by  Maj.  W.  C.  Richards,  commanding  battalion. 
Companies  B  and  C  declined  making  selections. 

Stanford's  Light  Battery : 
Private  Richard  H.  Elliott. 


Sergt.  W.  A.  Snow,  Co.  F. 
Private  S.  F.  Fondrcn,  Co.  G. 
Sergt.  D.  L.  McColluni,  Co.  H. 
Private  W.  R.  Flanagan,  Co.  I. 
Private  H.  II.  McMichaol,  Co.  K. 


Private  B.  Drummond,  Co.  F. 
Private  U.  B.  Stringer,  Co.  G. 
Private  A.  Z.  Cokcr,  Co.  H. 
Private  P.  W.  Rogers,  Co.  I. 
Sergt.  A.  E.  Ford,  Co.  K. 


Private  D.  F.  Hilbun,  Co.  F. 
Corpl.  A.  W.  Atwood,  Co.  G. 
Private  J.  C.  Lucy,  Co.  H. 
Private  Joel  Foster,  Co.  J. 
Private  W.  W.  Watson,  Co.  K. 


Corpl.  E.  W.  Dowty,  Co.  F. 
Private  W.  T.  Hollis,  Co.  G. 
Private  B.  C.  Lipscomb,*  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  D.  R.  Biles,  Co.  I. 
Private  W.  H.  Wheeler,  Co.  K. 


1  Private  G.  D.  Nelson,  Co.  H. 
j  Private  P.  Ledbetter,  Co.  I. 
I  Private  F.  L.  Constantino,  Co.  K. 
j  Corpl.  W.  M.  Baker,  Co.  L. 


Jefferson  Artillery : 
Capt.  P.  Darden. 


Maj.  R.  B.  Snowden,  assistant  adjutant- 
general. 


North  Carolina. 


Twenty -ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

Corpl.  Abner  B.  Freeman,  Co.  A. 
Private  Thomas  Elkin,  Co.  B. 
Color-bearer  James  R.  Lanning,  Co.  C. 
First  Sergt.  Erwin  F.  Roberts,  Co.  D. 
Corpl.  Willburn  S.  Smith,  Co.  E. 

Thirty-ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Col.  David  Coleman. 
Lieut.  Col.  Hugh  H.  Davidson. 
Actg.  Adjt.  Isaac  S.  Hyams. 
First  Lieut.  Abram  Booker,  Co.  A. 
First  Lieut.  William  T.  Anderson,  Co.  B. 
Sergt.  John  C.  Rogers,  Co.  A. 

Companies  G  and  H  made  no  selection  ; 


Private  Devania  Millsaps,  *  Co.  F. 
Private  Abraham  Hedrick,  Co.  G. 
Private  James  A.  Gillespie,  Co.  H. 
Private  Thomas  Willis,  Co.  I. 
Private  Robert  King,  Co.  K. 


Private  William  T.  West,  Co.  B. 
Private  James  W.  Cobb,  Co.  C. 
Private  James  B.  A.  Staten,  Co.  D. 
Private  Moses  Fulbright,  Co.  E. 
Sergt.  John  W.  Wiggins,  Co.  F. 
Sergt.  John  E.  Moore,  Co.  I. 

Company  K  not  in  action. 


•  Killed  m  action. 
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South  Carolina. 


Tenth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

First  Lieut.  C.  C.  White,  Co.  A. 
Private  A.  J.  McCants,  Co.  A. 
Private  J.  S.  Beaty,  Co.  B. 
Private  W.  D.  Hewitt,  Co.  C. 
Private  G.  S  Flowers,  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  C.  W.  Cockfield,  *  Co.  E. 
Private  G.  W.  Curry,  Co.  F. 

Nineteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Col.  A.  J.  Lythgoe. 

Maj.  John  A.  Crowder. 

Private  Benjamin  W.  Boothe,  Co.  A. 

Private  Samuel  S.  Horn,  Co.  B. 

Sergt.  W.  H.  Burkhalter,  Co.  C. 

Private  W.  A.  Black,  Co.  D. 


Private  J.  Cannon,  Co.  G. 
Private  N.  Gray,  Co.  H. 
Private  W.  H.  Posten,  Co.  I. 
Private  J.  W.  H.  Bunch,  *  Co.  K. 
Private  J.  A.  Boatwright,  Co.  L. 
Sergt.  S.  B.  Rhuarck,  Co.  M. 


Private  S.  D.  McCoy,  Co.  E. 
Private  Samuel  Bloodsworth,  Co.  F. 
Sergt.  Seth  A.  Jordan,  Co.  G. 
Private  James  McClain,  Co.  H. 
Private  James  Jones,  Co.  I. 
Sergt.  Martin  Yonce,  Co.  K. 


Tennessee. 


Second  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Color-Sergt.  John  C.  Ferris. 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Sergt.  J.  B.  Wendall,  Co.  B. 
Corpl.  M.  R.  Brown,  Co.  C. 
Private  R.  L.  Matthews,  Co.  E. 

Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Sergt.  J.  P.  Hardcastle,  Co.  A. 
Second  Lieut.  Z.  B.  Hamrick,  Co.  B. 
Color-Sergt.  W.  Davis,  Co.  C. 
First  Lieut.  W.  T.  Grissom,  Co.  C. 
Capt.  R.  B.  Roberts,  Co.  D. 
Second  Lieut.  W.  W.  Masey,  Co.  E. 
First  Lieut.  J.  B.  Blair,  Co.  G. 
Sergt.  J.  Swan,  Co.  G. 
Second  Lieut.  S.  R.  Richards,  Co.  H. 
Second  Lieut.  W.  H.  Ballard,  Co.  L. 

Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

Private  D.  T.  Perkins,*  Co.  A. 
Private  R.  E.  Coalson,*  Co.  B. 
Sergt.  J.  M.  Jones,  Co.  C. 
Sergt.  W.  J.  Armstrong,*  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  Willie  Simmons,*  Co.  E. 

Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Infantry  : 

Col.  A.  S.  Marks. 
Lieut.  Col.  W.  W.  Floyd. 
Adjt.  James  B.  Fitzpatrick. 
Capt.  F.  B.  Terry,  Co.  A. 
First  Lieut.  G.  W.  Corn,  Co.  D. 
First  Lieut.  H.  M.  Kinsey,  Co.  B. 
Second  Lieut.  M.  W.  Black,  Co.  E. 
Corpl.  John  N.  Lowry,*  Co.  A. 

Company  I  declined  making  a  selection. 
Nineteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 


Private  G.  M.  Whitson,  Co.  O. 
Sergt.  J.  F.  Seay,  Co.  H. 
Private  R.  W.  Mullins,  Co.  I. 


Corpl.  W.  F.  Diggs,  Co.  A. 
Second  Sergt.  J.  A.  Aguilar,  Co.  B. 
Sergt.  L.  D.  Holland,  Co.  C. 
Private  W.  T.  Ballard,  Co.  D. 
Corpl.  W.  A.  Thompson,  Co.  E. 
Private  J.  J.  Hagler,  Co.  F. 
Private  D.  C.  Baucum,  Co.  G. 
Private  W.  C.  Malin,*  Co.  H. 
Private  G.  W.  Costen,*  Co.  I. 
Corpl.  J.  B.  Johnson,  Co.  K. 


First  Sergt.  E.  B.  Little,*  Co.  P. 
Private  R.  H.  Gaines,*  Co.  G. 
Private  T.  G.  Hall,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  J.  T.  Luna,  Co.  I. 
Sergt.  Maj.  W.  H.  Holmon,*  Co.  H. 


Sergt.  P.  L.  Shaffner,  Co.  B. 
Sergt.  W.  T.  Jones,  Co.  C. 
Sergt.  Robert  Rollins,  Co.  D. 
Private  J.  D.  Martin,  Co.  E. 
Private  John  L.  Conley,  Co.  P. 
Private  J.  H.  Gober,  Co.  G. 
Private  M.  G.  Liggett,*  Co.  H. 
Private  T.  C.  Mitchell,  Co.  K. 


I  Sergt.  George  N.  Richardson,  Co.  M* 

* 
The  other  companies  declined  making  selections. 


First  Sergt.  Joseph  Thompson,  Co.  I. 
First  Sergt.  Amos  C.  Smith,  Co.  B. 


*  Killed  in  action. 
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Twenty-third  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Lieut.  CoL  R.  H.  Keeble. 
Capt.  W.  H.  Harder,  Co.  G. 
Capt.  N.  R.  AUen,  Co.  E. 
Private  W.  M.  Haynie,  Co.  A. 
Private  W.  J.  Pennington,  Co.  B. 
First  Sergt.  J.  N.  Holt,  Co.  D. 

Twenty-fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Private  R.  H.  Jones,  Co.  A. 
Private  Willis  P.  Jones,  Co.  B. 
Private  J.  M.  Sullivan,  Co.  C. 
Sergt.  W.  H.  Lofton,  Co.  D. 
Private  William  Jordon,  Co.  E. 


Private  H.  C.  Haynes,*  Co.  E. 
Private  S.  M.  Foster,  Co.  C. 
Private  Jasper  M.  Harris,*  Co.  F. 
First  Sergt.  William  K.  Kelly,  Co.  G. 
Corpl.  L.  W.  Jernighan,  Co.  H. 


Color-bearer  Cuthbert  Ferrell,  Co. 
Sergt.  G.  W.  Anderson,  Co.  G. 
Private  Allen  W.  Williams,  Co.  H„ 
Private  R.  A.  Dean,  Co.  I. 
Private  Andrew  J.  Powers,  Co.  K.. 


F. 


Twenty-fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
This  regiment  declined  making  any  selections. 

Twenty-sixth  Begiment  of  Infantry  : 

Private  James  Deatherage,*  Co.  A. 
Private  John  H.  Edwards,  Co.  B. 
Private  William  T.  Williams,*  Co.  C. 
Private  Wesley  Collins,  Co.  D. 
Private  William  L.  Rice,  Co.  E. 


Private  William  Wright,  Co.  F. 
Private  A.  M.  Bronson,  Co.  H. 
Private  Washington  Fuller,  Co.  I. 
Private  John  Alford,  Co.  K. 


Twenty-eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Capt.  Franklin  Fowler,  Co.  I. 
First  Lieut.  James  M.  Lowe,  Co.  B. 
Private  Elijah  W.  Greer,  Co.  A. 
Private  Thomas  W.  Patton,  Co.  B. 
Private  Lafayette  Chilton,  Co.  C. 
Private  James  A.  Rash,  Co.  G. 

Thirty-third  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Corpl.  J.  W.  Hosier,  Co.  A. 
Private  T.  E.  Mercer,  Co.  B. 
Sergt.  J.  C.  Stublefield,  Co.  C. 
Private  W.  J.  McDaniel,  Co.  D. 
Private  E.  M.  Arnold,  Co.  E. 

Thirty -seventh  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Maj.  J.  T.  McReynolds. 

Forty-fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

CoL  John  S.  Fulton. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  L.  McEwen,  jr. 

Maj.  H.  C.  Ewin. 

Capt.  Samuel  Jackson,  Co.  I. 

Private  James  D.  Stone,  Co.  B. 

Forty-fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 
Private  A.  W.  Loftin,  Co.  A. 
Private  J.  H.  Henderson,  Co.  B. 
Private  J.  E.  Watkins,*  Co.  C. 
Corpl.  P.  C.  F.  Miller,  Co.  D. 
Private  James  Flowers,*  Co.  E. 

Steuben  Artillery : 

Private  James  L.  Gibbs.* 

Texas. 

Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry : 

Lieut.  Col.  M.  A.  Dillard. 
Private  F.  M.  Sellman,  Co.  A. 
Private  John  Bradshaw,  Co.  C. 
Private  T.  J.  Cox,  Co.  D. 
Sergt.  J.  C.  Hamilton,  Co.  E. 

Companies  B  and  I  declined  making  selections. 


Color-bearer  Houston  B.  Graves,  Co.  F. 
Corpl.  John  F.  Moore,  Co.  G. 
Private  Pinkney  Craighead,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  Claiborne  D.  Griffith,  Co.  I. 
First  Sergt.  J.  R.  Pirtle,  Co.  K. 


Sergt.  George  T.  Parham,*  Co.  F, 
Private  W.  R.  Gauntlett,  Co.  G. 
Private  J.  L.  Mizell,*  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  J.  E.Hays,*  Co.  L 
Private  J.  D.  Hill,  Co.  K. 


Private  S.  G.  Heflin,*  Co.  C. 
Corpl.  John  W.  Gill,*  Co.  F. 
Corpl.  J.  D.  Crenshaw,  Co.  H. 
Corpl.  Isaac  S.  Berry,  Co.  I. 
Private  J.  M.  Sellers,  Co.  K. 


First  Sergt.  L.  P.  Cawthon,*  Co.  P. 
Private  A.  T.  Lanom,*  Co.  G. 
Corpl.  B.  A.  Baird,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  Hugh  Hope,  Co.  I. 
Private  John  N.  Williams,  Co.  K. 


I 


Private  J.  M.  Byrd,  Co.  P. 
Private  D.  F.  Moore,  Co.  G. 
Private  M.  H.  Dixon,  Co.  H. 
Sergt.  G.  W.  Bedford,  Co.  K. 


I 


*  Killed  in  action. 
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Tenth  Regiment  of  Cavalry  (dismonnted) : 


Private  Alexander  Cook,  Co.  A. 
Private  F.  M.  Rodgers,  Co.  B. 
Sergt.  J.  T.  McGee,  Co.  C. 
Sergt.  A,  Sims,  Co.  D. 
Private  James  Terry,  Co.  E. 

Fourteenth  Regiment  of  Cavalry  : 

Private  W.  R.  Strapp,  Co.  A. 
Private  Jordon  Welcher,  Co.  B. 
Private  Thomas  A.  Latimer,  Co.  C. 
Private  William  D.  Melton,*  Co.  D. 
Corpl.  John  H.  Wyche,  Co.  E. 


Private  W.  W.  Corley,  Co.  F. 
Private  Stokely  Hutchins,  Co.  Q. 
Private  J.  O.  Manning,  Co.  H. 
Private  Joel  Reynolds,  Co.  I. 
Private  S.  L.  BirdweU,  Co.  K. 


Private  William  Spencer,  Co.  F. 
Private  George  P.  Woodall,  Co.  O. 
Private  William  Hull,  Co.  H. 
Private  Richard  Stiles,  Co.  I. 
Private  J.  V.  Keil,  Co.  K. 


Thirty-second  Regiment  of  Cavalry  (formerly  Fifteenth)  : 

Corpl.  James  A.  Rogers,*  Co.  G.  i  First  Sergt.  S.  L.  Easley,  Co. I. 

Private  James  W.  Clark,*  Co.  G.  |  Private  E.  Watson,  Co.  I. 

The  other  companies  declined  making  selections. 

Ninth  [Fifth]  Confederate  Regiment; 

Col.  J.  A.  Smith,  commanding. 
Capt.  Joseph  H.  Beard. 
First  Sergt.  William  Powers,  Co.  A. 
First  Sergt.  John  Price,  Co.  B. 
Private  Hugh  McHugh,  Co.  C. 

Captain  Douglas'  battery : 
Corpl.  W.  L.  Waits. 

*  •  • 


First  Sergt.  Walter  Laracy,  Co.  D. 
Private  John  Hogan,  Co.  E. 
Private  Curran  Kenny,  Co.  F. 
Private  Luther  Hessey,  Co.  G. 
Sergt.  A.  P.  Bums,  Co.  H. 


By  order : 


S.  OOOPEE, 
Adjuta/nt  and  Inspector  General, 


JANIJAET  8-14;  1863.— Wheeler's  raid,  including  affairs  at  Mill  Greek, 

Harpeth  Shoals,  and  Ashland,  Tenn. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Maj.  Gen.  William  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Chaplain  Maxwell  P.  Gaddis,  Second  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  3. — Surg.  Luther  D.  Waterman,  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  4.— Brig.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Mitchell,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  5. — General  Braxton  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army. 

:^o.  1. 

Eeport  of  Maj.  Gen.  William  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 

Mur/reeshorough,  Tenn.,  February  15, 1863. 

General  :  Supposing  it  well  to  furnish  the  Department  evidence  of 
the  inhvinan  violations  of  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  by  the  rebel 
authoritie^i  I  inclose  copies  of  the  lists  of  our  medical  officers  who  were 
robbed  of  their  private  and  personal  property  at  the  late  battle,  and 
statement  of  Chaplain  Gaddis,  who  was  on  a  hospital  boat  that  was  fired 


*  KiUed  in  action. 
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on  and  robbed  at  Harpeth  Shoals  by  Wheeler's  cavalry.  I  can  multiply 
documentary  evidence  on  these  outrages  and  many  others,  fully  reveal- 
ing the  barbarism  of  these  rebel  leaders,  and  will  do  so,  if  you  think 
desirable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSEOEANS, 

Major- General, 
Brig.  Gen.  Lorenzo  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  S.  Army,  Washington^  B.  C, 


Kg.  2. 

Report  of  Chaplain  Maxwell  P.  GaddiSy  Second  Ohio  Infantry. 

Camp  at  Muefreesborough,  Tenn., 

February  4,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  transmit  a  con- 
densed account  of  the  capture  and  subsequent  destruction  of  a  portion 
of  your  transportation  by  fire  on  the  Cumberland  River,  on  January  13, 
at  the  head  of  Harpeth  Shoals,  30  miles  from  Nashville  and  36  miles 
from  darks vi lie.  I  was  on  the  steamer  Hastings  at  the  time  of  her 
being  ordered  by  the  guerrillas  to  land,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Hastings  the  officers  and  men  on  board  (near  260  wounded), 
assumed  command.  I  answered  their  hail  and  order  by  saying  that  we 
were  loaded  with  wounded  and  could  not  stop.  They  again  ordered  us 
"  to  come  to,"  and  backed  their  orders  by  three  volleys  of  musketry, 
after  which  I  ordered  the  pilot  of  the  Hastings,  ^'  Round  the  steamer  to 
the  shore."  This  he  immediately  endeavored  to  do.  The  current  being 
swift,  the  boat  yielded  slowly,  and  the  enemy  again  fired  two  rounds  of 
artillery,  one  of  the  balls  taking  effect  on  the  steamer,  seriously  wound- 
ing one  of  the  men.  As  soon  as  the  boat  struck  the  steamer  that  had 
been  captured  some  two  hours  previously,  a  gang  of  drunken  rebels, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Wade,  took  possession  of  the  Hastings. 

Then  followed  a  scene  of  plunder  and  theft  never  before  witnessed. 
They  robbed  soldiers  and  passengers  indiscriminately ;  took  from  your 
wounded  soldiers  their  blankets,  rations,  medicines,  and  in  many  in- 
stances their  clothing  ;  robbed  the  officers  of  their  side-arms,  overcoats, 
hats,  &c. ;  the  boat  of  all  her  freight,  stores,  and  money,  and  her  officers 
of  their  personal  property.  I  demanded  of  Colunel  Wade  some  explana- 
tion of  this  inhuman  course.  He,  being  so  drunk,  only  made  me  an 
idiotic  reply.  I  then  looked  around  for  some  other  officer,  and  discov- 
ered Captain  Burford,  General  Wheeler's  assistant  adjutant-general,  in 
whom  I  recognized  an  old  acquaintance.  I  appealed  to  him.  He  was 
powerless,  from  the  fact  that  the  whole  gang  was  drunk.  He,  however, 
reported  the  facts  to  General  Wheeler,  who  authorized  him  to  parole 
the  Hastings,  on  condition  that  she  carry  no  more  supplies  for  the  Fi3d- 
eral  Government.  I  accepted  the  parole.  I  then  took  on  board  the 
wounded  off  of  the  steamer  Trio ;  also  from  the  steamer  Parthenia,  and 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  iiermission  to  pass  on,  when  they,  for  the 
first  time,  discovered  that  the  deck  of  the  Hastings  was  covered  with 
bales  of  cotton,  on  which  our  wounded  were  lying.  Wade  instantly 
ordered  me  to  put  ashore  all  the  wounded  (over  400),  that  he  might  burn 
the  cotton,  it  being  theirs  by  capture,  and,  with  them,  a  contraband  of 
war. 
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To  move  the  men  again  was  almost  impossible.  They  had  been  vir- 
tually stripped  of  everything — medicines,  rations,  and  clothing;  we  35 
miles  from  any  military  post  j  night  coming  on ;  no  place  of  shelter ; 
no  place  to  put  our  wounded  and  dying  men  save  a  muddy  corn-field  ; 
a  heavy  snow  had  begun  to  fall,  and  in  view  of  all  this,  and  my  sym- 
pathy for  men  who  for  eighteen  months  had  done  their  duty  as  true 
soldiers,  and  who  for  days  had  fought  under  you,  and  only  ceased  when 
borne  from  the  field,  I  demanded  other  terms.  I  told  him  I  would  not 
move  a  soul  from  the  boat,  &c. 

All  this  was  reported  to  Wheeler  (at  least  they  say  so),  and  he  ordered 
that  I  should  be  held  personally  responsible  for  the  burning  of  their 
cotton  on  reaching  Louisville,  under  penalty  of  my  return  to  their  lines 
as  a  prisoner  of  war.  I  deemed  the  terms  mild,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  I  immediately  accepted  them,  in  which  I  claim  I  did  my 
duty. 

The  passengers  and  soldiers  of  the  Trio  and  Parthenia  were  robbed 
in  like  manner. 

After  they  had  done  us  all  the  harm  they  could,  barely  escaping  with 
our  lives,  they  allowed  us  to  cross  the  river  during  the  burning  of  the 
steamers. 

While  they  were  preparing  to  burn,  the  gunboat  Sidell  hove  in  sight, 
and  to  all  appearance  made  preparation  to  drive  the  enemy  away,  but, 
from  some  cause  or  other,  Van  Dorn  made  no  fight,  and  surrendered  the 
boat  without  firing  a  single  shot.  They  then  took  possession  of  her, 
threw  over  her  guns  and  arms,  fired  the  three  boats,  and  in  a  short  time 
nothiug  remained  but  the  charred  hulls. 

On  reaching  Clarksville,  I  reported  by  telegraph  to  Major  Sidell,  who 
ordered  me  to  proceed  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  Louisville  and  re- 
port to  Generals  Boyle  or  Wright.  This  I  did,  and  the  inclosed  papers 
will  explain  the  final  result  of  the  unfortunate  affair.* 

Thus  hoping  that  in  all  this  you  will  not  condemn  me,  I  remain,  most 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  P.  GADDIS, 
Chaplain  Second  llegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Major-General  Rosecrans, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 


No.  3. 


Report  of  Surg,  Luther  D.  Waterman^  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry. 

General,  Hospital,  I^o.  17, 

Nashville,  Tenn,,  January  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  January  13, 1863,  as  surgeon 
in  charge,  I  started  with  212  wounded  and  sick  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  Army  on  the  steamer  Hastings,  on  the  Cumberland  River,  bound 
for  Louisville,  Ky.  At  Harpeth  Shoals,  on  that  same  day,  the  boat  was 
captured  by  the  Confederate  forces  (after  being  fired  upon  by  artillery 
and  musketry,  the  hospital  flag  flying).  The  lists  of  about  212  soldiers 
and  officers,  from  General  Hospitals,  No.  8,  No.  15,  and  No.  6,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  were  taken,  and  the  boat  and  men  permitted  to  proceed  only  on 
condition  that  I  certified  to  the  lists  as  captured  and  paroled.    Thej 

"  See  Series  II. 


982  KY.,  MID.  AND  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     [Chap.  XXXIL 

dictated  and  I  appended  the  following  certificate  to  each  of  the  hospital 
lists,  no  copy  of  which  was  left  me ; 

On  Cumberland  River,  near  Ashland, 

January  13,  1863. 
I  certify  that  the  above  lists  of  sick  and  wounded  United  States  soldiers  on  board 
the  steamer  Hastings  were  captured  by  the  Confederate  forces  (or  forces  of  the  Con- 
federate States)  on  January  13,  1863,  on  the  Cumberland  River,  and  duly  paroled  by 
E.  S.  Burford,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  General  Wheeler's  cavalry  corps. 

L.  D.  WATERMAN, 
Surgeon  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers,  in  Charge  of  Sick  and  Wounded. 

There  were  also  8  or  9  wounded  oflftcers  of  the  United  States  Army 
on  board,  whose  names  were  taken  and  who  were  sworn  not  to  take  up 
arms,  &c.,  but  who,  being  passengers  and  not  under  my  charge,  and 
immediately  mingled  with  500  others  from  other  steamboats,  I  am  un- 
able to  name.  The  Confederate  ofl&cers,  being  intoxicated  and  getting 
rapidly  more  so,  took  the  lists,  names,  and  plunder,  and  hurried  off,  in 
spite  of  my  protest  and  demand  for  copies,  only  giving  me  in  return 
the  following  statement,  the  original  of  which  I  have: 

Headquarters  Cavalry, 
On  Board  the  Hastings,  on  the  Cumberland  Biver,  Tenn.,  January  13,  1863. 

The  steamer  Hastings  having  been  captured  by  the  Confederate  forces  on  the  13th 
January,  1863,  and  having  212  United  States  soldiers,  wounded  in  the  late  battles  be- 
fore Murfreesborough,  [they]  do  swear  that  they  will  not  aid  or  abet  or  in  any  wise 
do  anything  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Confederate  States  until  they  are  duly 
exchanged  according  to  the  cartel. 
Witness: 

E.  S.  BURFORD,  Jr., 
Assistant  Adjutant- General,  General  Wheeler's  Cavalry  Corps. 

These  wounded  officers  and  soldiers  were  mingled  with  others  un^ 
avoidably  and  scattered  to  different  hospitals,  with  no  evidence,  some 
of  them  without  an  understanding,  of  the  transaction.  Such  are  very 
briefly  the  essential  facts  concerning  this  capture  and  attempt  at  parole, 
the  report  of  which  has  been  somewhat  delayed  by  sickness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  and  obediently,  yours, 

L.  D.  WATERMAN, 
Surgeon  Thirty-ninth  Indiana  Volunteers^ 
In  charge  General  Hospital^  No,  17,  Nashville^  Tenn, 

Mfg.  Gten.  W.  S.  Eoseorans, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 


Ko.  4. 

Reports  of  Brig,  Gen,  Robert  B.  Mitchell,  U.  S,  Army, 

Headquarters, 
Nashville,  January  13,  1863. 

Major  :  The  steamer  Charter  was  burned  last  night  about  8  o'clock, 
with  her  cargo.  But  two  regiments  have  arrived  from  Gallatin  yet ; 
two  locomotives  have  given  out.  Stanley  went  on  the  Hillsborough 
pike,  as  you  directed.  1  think  our  force  should  have  been  sent  nearer 
the  train.    Damn  the  r  lilroad,  say  I ! 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 
M^gor  GoDDARD. 
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]N"ASHVILLE,  January  13,  1863. 
General  :  Charter  was  loaded  principally  with  commissary  stores. 
She  was  5  miles  this  side  of  the  shoals,  near  Ashland.  Ewing's  brigade 
has  not  arrived.  The  last  of  Harlan's  brigade  has  just  arrived.  There 
is  "something  rotten  in  Denmark"  with  the  management  of  the  railroad. 
Harlan's  brigade  is  moving  out  on  the  Charlotte  pike  to-night.  Gen- 
eral Fr3'  is  here,  and  will  go  out  in  the  morning.  Stanley  says  the 
enemy  have  two  full  batteries  and  4,500  men. 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 
Brigadier  General  J  Commanding, 
General  Roseorans. 


Nashville,  January  13,  1863. 
General  :  The  rebels  are  burning  everything  on  the  river.    There 
are  at  least  four  more  freight  boats  destroyed,  and  the  Sidell  taken  and 
burned. 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier- General, 
General  Roseorans. 


Nashville,  January  14,  1863. 

General:  One  of  the  gunners  of  the  gunboat  Sidell  has  arrived, 
and  confirms  the  report  of  the  burning  of  the  boat.  He  says  the  pilot 
left  the  wheel,  which  was  the  cause  of  the  disaster.  He  furthermore 
says  that  they  knocked  out  the  side  of  the  boat  next  the  enemy  with 
their  own  guns,  endeavoring  to  elevate  their  pieces  to  reach  the  enemy 
on  the  high  bank.  Van  Dorn  is  a  prisoner  ;  the  balance  were  paroled 
by  Wheeler. 

ROBT.  B.  MITCHELL, 

Brigadier  General. 

General  Roseorans. 


No.  5. 
Reports  of  General  Bra^xton  Bragg,  0.  8.  Army* 

TuLLAHOMA,  January  17,  1863. 

General  [Joseph]  Wheeler,  with  a  portion  of  his  cavalry  brigade,  after 
burning  the  railroad  bridges  in  the  enemy^s  rear,  pushed  for  the  Cum- 
berland River,  where  he  intercepted  and  captured  four  large  transports; 
destroyed  three,  with  all  the  supplies,  and  bonded  one  to  carry  off  the 
400  paroled  prisoners.  He  was  hotly  pursued  by  a  gunboat,  which  he 
attacked  and  captured,  and  destroyed  her  with  her  whole  armament. 
I  ask  his  promotion  as  a  just  reward  to  distinguished  merit. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 

Adjutant-General.  ' 


TuLLAHOMA,  January  21,  1863. 

After  the  capture  of  transports  and  gunboat,  our  cavalry  made  a  dash 
for  a  large  fleet  of  transports  just  below  Harpeth  Shoals.  They  threw 
overboard  their  cargoes  of  subsistence,  ordnance,  and  quartermaster's 
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stores  in  immense  quantity  and  escaped  by  a  hasty  retreat.  Our  troops, 
in  the  midst  of  snow  and  ice,  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  Cumberland 
by  swimming  their  horses  through  the  angry  torrent,  much  swollen  by 
recent  rains;  routed  the  guard,  and  captured  and  destroyed  an  immense 
•ollection  of  subsistence  just  loaded  for  transportation  to  Nashville  by 
wagons. 

BRAXTON  BRAGG. 
General  S.  Cooper* 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral, 


JANUAET  13>15,  1863. — Reconnaissance  from  Mnrfreesborongh  to  Nolent- 

ville  and  Versailles,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Col.  George  D.  Wagner,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infcmtry, 

Hdqbs.  Second  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Left  Wing, 

Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
In  Gamp  near  Murfreesborough,  Tenn.,  January  16,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  orders  from  General  Rosecrans,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th,  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  marched  from  camp,  in  the  direction 
of  Triune,  The  force  consisted  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Colonel  Streight 
commanding,  my  own,  the  Second  Brigade,  and  Captain  Otis'  brigade 
of  cavalry,  about  700  strong. 

The  crossing  of  the  river  was  diflScult,  detaining  us  some  time.  The 
route  was  by  way  of  Lizzard  and  Lane's  store,  to  the  pike  at  Bole  Jack. 
Here  was  [were]  seen  some  8  or  10  mounted  men,  who  seemed  to  be 
posted  as  lookouts  on  the  hill ;  only  one  was  taken.  I  sent  from  here  a 
cavalry  force  up  the  pike  beyond  Triune ;  saw  nothing  of  importance. 
Learning  that  General  Wheeler  had  passed  down  the  road,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Nashville,  we  moved  forward  to  Nolensville  and  camped  for  the 
night.  Here  I  ascertained  that  Wheeler  had  been  joined  by  Forrest 
with  about  1,000  men,  which  made  their  force  about  3,000  men  and  seven 
pieces  of  artillery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  was  about  starting  in  pursuit,  by  way 
of  Brentwood,  when  an  order  was  received  from  General  Rosecrans, 
directing  me  to  send  two  regiments  to  the  Wilkinson  pike,  and  with  the 
remainder  to  move  to  Eagleville,  14  miles  toward  8helbyville,  then  to 
Versailles,  7  miles  east,  join  forces  with  the  two  brigades  there  and  at 
Salem,  and  to  move  with  the  whole  force  to  strike  the  enemy.  This  the 
rain  prevented,  as,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  it  was  impossible  to  move 
except  by  the  pike,  and  that  led  only  to  camp,  where  I  had  started  with 
the  entire  command,  when  an  order  was  received  from  the  general  di- 
recting a  return.  On  the  14th,  learning  there  was  a  large  mill,  west  2 
miles  from  Eagleville,  that  was  grinding  for  the  enemy,  I  directed  Cap- 
tain Otis  to  send  a  party  of  cavalry  to  destroy  it,  so  they  could  not  use 
it,  but  not  to  burn  it  unless  it  was  the  only  way  to  prevent  their  using 
it.  They  found  a  large  amount  of  meal  stored  in  it  and  ready  to  send 
to  the  rebels,  and  burned  it. 

The  advance,  under  command  of  Colonel ,  Tennessee  cavalry, 

had  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy  at  Eagleville,  capturing  12  or  15  and 
their  horses.  The  colonel  had  his  horse  shot  under  him.  There  was 
also  a  large  lot  of  horses  and  mules  taken  by  the  different  quartermas- 
ters.   I  estimate  the  entire  number  at  100  head.    The  quartermaster 
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of  my  brigade  reports  8  mules  and  2  horses.    A  valuable  lot  was  taken 
by  Captain  Otis  from  the  rebel  Captain  Lytle. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  had  it  not  been  for  the  storm,  we  could  have  hit 
the  enemy  a  hard  blow  on  the  15th,  at  Fosterville.  There  is,  or  was,  but 
one  company  of  cavalry  at  Union ville,  and  nothing  but  cavalry  at  Fos- 
terville. I  do  not  think  they  have  any  infantry  this  side  of  Shelby  ville 
and  Wartrace.    Cheatham  on  the  14th  was  at  the  former  place. 

Owing  to  the  rain  and  the  cold,  the  men  suffered  much,  and  are  enti- 
tled to  as  much  consideration  as  if  they  had  gained  a  victory  in  dry 
weather.  The  officers,  particularly  the  mounted  ones,  did  not  suffer  so 
much,  yet,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  some  of  them  complained  more  than  those 
who  waded  water  knee-deep  ;  the  men,  when  they  came  to  a  vast  pond  or 
creek,  raised  a  shout  or  song  and  plunged  in.  The  stone  of  the  pike, 
much  of  it  recently  made,  cut  the  shoes  up  badly.  I  need  in  my  brigade 
700  pairs  before  the  men  can  march.  No  doubt  the  other  brigade  needs 
as  many. 

To  the  commanders  of  brigades,  Colonel  Streight,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wood,  and  Captain  Otis,  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  they  did  their  duty,  as  well  as  Captains  Hume  and  Martin,  of 
General  HascalPs  staff,  who  were  of  much  service. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  D.  WAGNER, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

[Brigadier-General  Hasoall.] 

[IndoTBement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Left  Wing, 

January  15, 1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general. 
The  men  underwent  great  hardships,  and  are  entitled  to  credit  for  the 
soldierly  manner  in  which  they  endured  the  same. 

MILO  S.  HASCALL, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding. 


JANUABY  19,  1863.— Skirmish  near  Woodbnry,  Tenn. 

Report  of  Capt,  Thomas  D,  McClelland,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry, 

Hdqrs.  Second  Battalion,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry, 

Camp  near  Ready  ville,  Tenn.,  January  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  instructions,  the  Second  Battalion,  consist- 
ing of  Companies  E,  F,  A,  and  D,  reported  to  Col.  W.  B.  Hazen,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade  (January  10,  1863),  and  were  marched  to  this 
place,  a  distance  of  12  miles.  Our  time  since  has  been  fully  occupied  in 
patrolling  and  scouting,  with  an  occasional  skirmish  with  the  enemy^s 
pickets  and  scouting  parties,  until  yesterday  we  had  quite  a  brilliant 
little  affair  with  a  portion  of  Morgan's  command,  under  Colonel  Hutch- 
eson.  About  noon,  picket  firing  was  heard  to  the  front.  The  colonel 
commanding  ordered  me  to  send  out  and  see  what  it  meant.  I  made  a 
detail  from  Companies  E,  F,  and  A,  consisting  of  44  men,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Hansey,  of  Company  F,  and  Lieutenant  Clark,  of 
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Company  E.  They  found  it  to  be  our  vedettes  fiiiug  on  some  rebel  cav- 
alry, who  had  come  within  range,  and  upon  receiving  their  fire  retreated. 
Our  party  followed  them,  and,  after  proceeding  within  2  miles  of  Wood- 
bury, came  upon  the  enemy's  pickets,  driving  them  in.  At  this  time  they 
discovered  a  party  of  the  enemy  charging  on  them  in  their  rear.  Lieu- 
tenant Clark,  who  was  in  command  of  the  rear,  immediately  wheeled  his 
men,  and  poured  into  them,  from  his  carbines,  a  galling  fire,  and  then 
drew  sabers  and  charged  them  in  fine  style,  scattering  them  in  all  direc- 
tions, killing  2,  wounding  1,  and  taking  10  prisoners,  with  no  loss  on  our 
side  except  2  horses  wounded.  The  enemy  was  now  in  force  in  front 
and  on  the  flanks.  A  retreat  was  ordered,  the  jirisoners  being  sent  for- 
ward under  a  guard;  the  party  was  divided  equally,  each  lieutenant 
taking  command  of  a  party.  One  formed  a  line  and  held  the  enemy  in 
check,  while  the  other  fell  back,  and  vice  versa,  by  which  means  tliey 
succeeded  in  bringing  their  prisoners  in  without  loss.  The  enemy  fol- 
lowed to  the  pickets,  and  quite  a  skirmish  ensued,  without  loss  on  our 
side. 

Permit  me  to  offer  a  suggestion.    Morgan's  brigade  is  scattered  from 

McMinnville  to  Woodbury,  one  and  two  regiments  in  a  place.     Kow, 

in  my  opinion,  with  an  adequate  force  of  cavalry,  and  probably  some 

artillery,  his  command  could  be  taken  in  detail  and  routed  completely. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  D.  McClelland, 

Captairij  Comdg.  Second  Battalion,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry, 

Lieut.  Col.  D.  A.  Murray,  4 

Commanding  Third  Ohio  Cavalry, 


ALTERNATE  DESIGNATIONS   OF  ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS 

VOLUMES 

Adams'  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Adrian's  (T.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  V2th  Battalion. 

Aldrich's  (Simeon  C.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  44/7i  Regiment. 

Alexander's  (John  W.  S.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2\st  Regiment. 

Allen's  (Thomas  G.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  80th  Regiment. 

Allen's  (William  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  \st  Regiment. 

AUin's  (P.  T.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Altemire's  Infantry.     (Official  designation  unknown.)     ^t^e  Colonel  Altemire. 

Anderson  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  l^ih  Regiment. 

Anderson  Troop  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops. 

Anderson's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  93d  Regiment. 

Anderson's  (John  H.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  8th  Regiment 

Anderson's  (Nicholas  L.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Anderson's  (Paul  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Baxter  Smith's  Cavalry. 

Anderson's  (R.  W.)  Artillery.     See  S.  A.  Moses'  Artillery. 

Andrews'  (Julius  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  lo^/i  Regiment. 

Ashby's  (H.  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Austin's  (J.  E.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  lUh  Battalion. 

Autry's  (James  L. )  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 

Bacot's  (W.  C.)  Cavalry.     See  N.  B.  Forrest's  Cavalry. 

Baldwin's  (Wiliiani  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

Barker's  (J.  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
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Barnes'  (Milton)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  97th  Regiment. 

Barnett's  (Charles  M.)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2d  Regiment,  Battery  1. 

Barret's  (O.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Confederate. 

Barrett's  (Wallace  W.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  ^Ath  Regiment. 

Bartleson's  (Frederick  A.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  \00ih  Regimenh 

Bassford's  (Stephen  A.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  9Aih  Regiment. 

Baucum's  (George  F.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 

Baxter's  (Ed.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Beebe's  (Yatt-s  V.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  10th  Battery. 

Belding's  (Edmund  B.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 

Bell's  (A.  W.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  39/7t  Regiment. 

Benneson's  (William  H.)   Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  7Hth  Regiment, 

Bennett's  (James  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Bennett's  (John  E.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  7^th  Regiment. 

Benton's  (S.  J.)  Artillery.     See  F.  R.  Rohertson^s  ArtilUry. 

Berry's  (William  W.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  bth  Regiments 

Bingham's  (George  B.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Black's  (W.  T.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  hih  Regiment. 

Blake's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  iOth  Regiment. 

Blake's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  dth  Regiynent. 

Bledsoe's  (W.  S.)  Cavalry.     See  J.  P.  Murray's  Cavalry. 

Block's  (David)  Infantry.     See  Kansas  Troops,  &th  Regiment. 

Biythe's  Infantry.     See  uUississiiJ^n  Troops,  iith  Regiment. 

Bounds'  (J.  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Bowen's  (William  L.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Boyle's  (John)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment. 

Bradley's  (Cullen)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops, 6th  Battery. 

Bradley's  (Luther  P.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  ^lat  Rtgiment. 

Brantly's  (W.  F.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  29th  Regiynent. 

Bratton's  (H.  L.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  2Uh  Regiment. 

Breckinridge's  (W.  C.  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment 

Briant's  (Cyrus  E.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  8Sth  Regiment. 

Bridges'  (Lyman)  Engineers.     See   Union  Troops,  Pioneer  Brigade,  1st  Battalion. 

Brigham's  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  Q9th  Regiment. 

Bristol's  (Hiram  W.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  ZUh  Regiment. 

Broaddus'  (Green  B.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Brown's  (John  Mason)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 

Buckner's  (Allen)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 

Buell's  (George  P.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  58th  Regiment. 

Bunn's  (H.  G.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  Ath  Regiment. 

Burke's  (Joseph  W.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troops,  10th  Regi^nent. 

Burks'  (J.  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Bush's  (Asahel  K.)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  4th  Battery. 

Butler's  (J.  K.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  M  Regiment. 

Butler's  (W.  R.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  18th  Regiment. 

Byrd's  (Robert  K.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Byrne's  (Edward P.)  Artillery.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate. 

Cahill's  (James  B.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  16th  Regiment. 

Caldwell's  (James  N.)  Infantry.     See  Unio7i  Troops,  Regulars,  18th  Regiment. 

Calvert's  (J.  H.)  Artillery.     See  Helena  Artillery. 

Cameron's  (F.  J.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  6th  and  7th  Regiments. 

Cameron's  (J.  F.)  Infantry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment, 

Camp's  (J.  Tj.)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  14th  Regiment. 

Campbell's  (Archibald  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Carnes'  (W.  W.)  ArtWery       See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 


988  KY.,  MID.  AKD  E.  TENN.,  N.  ALA.,  AND  SW.  VA.     fCHAP.  XXXU 

Carpenter's  (Stephen  D.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Eegulara.  19th  Regiment,  l«f 

Battalion. 
Carpenter's  (Staphen  J.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  Sth  Battery. 
Carr's  (Heury  M.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  72d  liegiment. 
Carroll's  (^William  B.)  Infantry     See  Indiana  Troops,  ^Oth  Regiment. 
Carter's  (James  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Carter's  (John  C.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  3Sth  Regiment. 
Casey's  (Thomas  S.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  llOfh  Regiment. 
Cassil's  (Alexander)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  6^th  Regiment. 
Cassilly's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  G9th  Regiment. 
Chalmers'  Sharpshooters.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  9th  Battalion. 
Chandler's  (William  P.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  'S^th  Regiment. 
Chapin's  (Alfred  R.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  lOth  Regiment. 
Chapman's  (Charles  W.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  11  Uh  Regiment. 
Charlton's  (R.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troojjs,  4oth  Regiment. 
Chenault's  (D.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  Wlh  Regiment. 
Chester's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  blst  Regiment, 
Chicago  Board  of  Trade  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops. 
Church's  (Josiah  W.)  Artillery.     See  Michigan  Troops,  Ath  Battery. 
Clay's  (E.  F.)  Mounted  Rifles.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion. 
Claybrooke's  (F.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate, 2Qth  Regiment. 
Clements'  (Robert)  Pioneers.      See   Union  Troops,  Fioncer  Bi^igade,  3a  Battalion 
Cluke's  (R.  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  8ih  Regiment. 
Cobb's  (Robert)  Artillery.      See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate. 
Cockerill's  (A.  T.  M.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  2iih  Regiment. 
Cockerill's  (Daniel  T.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F. 
Coleman's  (F.  W.)  Artillery.     See  P.  Darden's  Artillery. 
Collier's  (Daniel  R.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 
Collins'  (Henry  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Collins'  (Joseph  P.)  Infantry,     See  Indiana  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 
Colquitt's  (John  W.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 
Connell's  (John  M. )  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  17th  Regiment. 
Cook's  (Ed.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  32d  Regiment. 
Cooper's  (Joseph  A.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Cotter's  (Charles)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A. 
Cotter's  (W.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 
CoAven's  (D.  D.  T.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  52d  Regiment. 
Cox's  (Jerome  B. )  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  10th  Battery. 
Cox's  (J.  J.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Battalion. 
Cox's  (John  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 
Craddock's  (Jesse  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Cram's  (George  H.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment. 
Creighton's  (J.  R.  J.)  Sharpshooters.     See  P.  T.  Ainu's  Sharpshooters. 
Cribbs'  (H.  H.)  Artillery.     See  C.  L.  Lumsden's  Artillery. 

Crofton's  (Robert  E.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  l()th  Regiment. 
Croxton's  (John  T.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  4th  Regiment. 
Cummins'  (John  E.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 
Cunningham's  (P.  D. )  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  28th  liegiment. 
Cupp's  (Valentine)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  \st  Regiment. 
Daniel's  (Charles  P.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  5th  Regiment. 
Darden's  (P.)  Artillery.     See  Jefferson  Artillery. 
Davidson's  (George  S. )  Artillery.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 
Davis'  (John  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Davis'  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  25th  Regiment. 
Da'wson's  (Andrew  R.  Z.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops^  15th  Regiment. 
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Dibrell's  (G.  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Dick's  (George  F.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  86th  Regiment. 

Dickerson's  (C.  J.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  10th  Regiment. 

Dickey's  (Frank  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Dickinson's  (William  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  ith  Regiment. 

Dils'  (Johu,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  39i/i  Regiment. 

Dodge's  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  30f/i  Regiment. 

Douglas'  (James  P.)  Artillery.     See  Texas  Troops. 

Douglass'  (De  Witt  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Douglass'  (W.  F.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  Gih  and  7th  Regiments. 

Drake's  (Levi)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  4dth  Regiment. 

Drury's  (Lucius  H.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  '3d  Battery. 

Duke's  (Basil  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Duncan's  (H.  H.)  Mounted  Rifles.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion. 

Dunlop's  (J.  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Dunn's  Regiment.     See  Ambrose  C.  Dunn. 

Dunn's  (David  M.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  29th  Regiment. 

Dunwoody 's  (James  A. )  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  12th  Battery. 

Dysart's  (Alexander  P.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  3Ath  Regiment. 

Edgarton's  (Warren  P.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troojys,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  E. 

Ehrler's  (Frauds)  Infantry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Eldridge's  (L.  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  Ath  Regiment. 

Elliott's  (George  F.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  QQth  Regiment. 

Ellis'  (Ephraim  J.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  33d  Regiment. 

Ells>vorth's  (Alban  A.)  Artillery.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  B. 

Ely's  (John  J.)  Artillery.     See  Michigan  Troops,  bth  Battery. 

Embree's  (James  T.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  ^8th  Regiment. 

Enyart's  (David  A.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Erdelmeyer's  (Frank)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  32d  Regiment. 

Este's  (George  P.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  lith  Regiment. 

Estep's  (George)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  8th  Battery. 

Estes'  (William  N.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  3d  Regiment. 

Eufaula  Artillery.     See  A  labama  Troops. 

Evans'  (James  C.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Utiion,  21st  Regiment. 

Farrar's  (.F.  H.  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Regulars. 

Faulkner's  (John  K.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  7th  Regiment. 

Faulkner's  (W.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate. 

Feild's  (H.  R. )  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  and  27th  Regiments,, 

Fisk's  (S.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  16th  and  2bth  Regiments. 

Fitzpatrick's  (E.  J."*  Artillery.     See  H.  C.  Seinple^s  Artillery. 

Flegle's  (Jacob)  Sharpshooters.     See  Ohio  Troops,  Ath  Company. 

Floyd's  (W.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  17th  Regiment, 

Foley's  (James  L.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 

Forman's  (James  B.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  16th  Regiment. 

Forman's  (Joseph  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment, 

Forrest's  (N.  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Frizell's  (Joseph  W.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  9ith  Regiment. 

Franklin's  (James  J. )  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 

Freeman's  (S.  L.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Fulmer's  (Jesse)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  16th  Regiment,  1st  Battalion. 

Fulton's  (John  S.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  44th  Regiment. 

Funkhouser's  (John  J.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops, 98th  Regiment. 

FyfFe's  (James  P.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  69th  Regiment. 

Gaines'  (F.  Y.)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Gauo's  (R.  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops^  Confederate,  7th  Regiment. 
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Garrity's  (James)  Artillery.     See  William  H.  Ketchum^s  Artillery. 
Garver's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  101st  Regiment, 
George's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 
German's  (Obadiali)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  bth  Battery. 
Gibson's  (J.  G.)  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops,  lAth  Battalion,  Battery  F. 
Gibson's  (Randall  L.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  Vitli  and  20th  Regiments. 
Gibson's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  49f/t  Regiment. 
Gilchrist's  (James  G.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  ibth  Regiment. 
Gillem's  (Alvan  C.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 
Gilmer's  (Daniel  H.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  Z8th  Regiment. 
Giltner's  (H.  L.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 
Given's  (Josiah)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  18th  Regiment. 
Good's  (Joseph)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  lOSth  Regiment. 
Gooding's  (Michael)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 
Goodspeed's  (Wilber  F.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  A, 
Gordon's  (G.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  11th  Regiment. 
Govan's  (D.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Gratz's  (Louis  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Gray's  (Isaac  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 
Gray's  (Samuel  F.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  TroojJS,  49lh  Regiment. 
Green's  (Ezekiel)  Artillery.     See  Benjamin  S.  Nickliu's  Artillery. 
Greusel's  (Nicholas)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  36^/t  Regiment. 
Grider's  (Benjamin  C.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment. 
GrifBn's  (Daniel  F.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  SSth  Regiment. 
Grigsby's  (J.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 
Guenther's  (Francis  L.)  Artillery.     See   Union  Troops,  Regulars,  bth  Regiment,  Bat- 
tery H. 
Guillet's  (Charles)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  VMh  and  20th  Regiments. 
Hagan's  (James)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  'M  Regiment. 
Hale's  (Luther  F.)  Artillery.     See  Michigan  Troops,  6th  Battery. 
Halisy's  (Dennis  J.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  6th  Regiment. 
Hall's  (Michael  T.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  33^  Regiment. 
Hall's  (William  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Hambright's  (Henry  A.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 
Hamilton's  (O.  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Hamrick's  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2'M  Regiment. 
Hapeman's  (Douglas)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  104th  Regiment. 
Hardy's  (L.  T.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  12th  Battalion. 
Harman's  (E.  V.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Mth  Battalion. 
Harmon's  (Oscar  F.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  12^)th  Regiment. 
Harper's  (R.  W.)  Mounted  Rifles.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  1st  Regiment  Rifles. 
Harrington's  (Fazilo  A.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 
Harris'  (John  L.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  and  9th  Regiments* 
Harris'  (Samuel  J.)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  19th  Battery. 
Harrison's  (Benjamin)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  70th  Regiment. 
Harrison's  (Thomas)  Cavalry.    See  Texas  Troops,  8th  Regiment. 
Harvey's  (Reuben  F.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Hathaway 's  (Gilbert)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  7^d  Regiment, 
Hawkins'  (A.  T.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  l^^th  Battalion. 
Hawkins'  (Hiram)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  bth  Regiment. 
Hawkins'  (Joseph  G.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  IWi  Regiment. 
Hays'  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  10th  Regiment. 
Heg's  (Hans  C.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  Ibih  Regiment. 
Helena  Artillery.     See  Arkansas  Troops. 
Hescock's  (Henry)  Artillery.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  G' 
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HeTvett's  (John  M.)  Artillery.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  B. 

Hewitt's  (James  W.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Eegiment. 

Hibbard's  (Elisha  C.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  24th  Eegiment. 

Hickcox's  (Eli  J.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  6dth  Eegiment. 

Hill's  (B.  J.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  [35^/i]  Eegiment. 

Hill's  (Samuel)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

Hill     (Washington)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  6th  Battery. 

Hines'  (Cyrus  C.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  67ih  Eegiment. 

Hobart's  (Harrison  C.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  21st  Eegiment. 

Hobson's  (William  E.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  IWt  Eegiment. 

Holman's  (D.  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Hood's  (Calvin)  Pioneers.     See   Union  Troops,  Pioneer  Brigade,  2d  Battalion, 

Hoskins'  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  12th  Eegiment. 

Hotchkiss'  (Charles  T.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  Sdth  Eegiment. 

Hotchkiss'  (William  A.)  Artillery.     See  Minnesota  Troops,  2d  Battery. 

Houghtaling's  (Charles)  Artillery.     See  Illinois  Troops,  1st  Eegiment,  Battery  C. 

Houk's  (Leonidas  C.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  'M  Eegiment. 

Housum's  (Peter  B.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  77th  Eegiment. 

Hovsrard's  (James  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Eegulars,  'Sd  Eegiment. 

Howard's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  69th  Eegiment. 

Hughs'  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  2bth  Eegiment, 

Hull's  (James  S.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  37th  Eegiment. 

Humphrey's  (Charles  B.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  6th  Battery, 

Humphrey's  (George)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  SSth  Eegiment. 

Humphreys'  (John  T.)  Artillery.     See  Arkansas  Troops. 

Hunter's  (Morton  C.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  82d  Eegiment. 

Hunt's  (Thomas  H.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Eegiment. 

Hurd's  (Orrin  D.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  'SOth  Eegiment. 

Hurt's  (C.  S.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  and  9th  Eegimenta, 

Innes'  (William  P.)  Engineers.     See  Michigan  Troops,  Ist  Eegiment. 

Ison's  (F.  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

Jarnagin's  (C.  G.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  'S7th  Eegiment. 

Jarvis'  (D wight,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  l'3th  Eegiment. 

Jefferson  Artillery.    See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Jeffress'  (William  C.)  Artillery.     See  Nottoway  Artillery. 

Johnson's  (A.  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  10th  Eegiment, 

Johnson's  (J.  B.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  29th  Eegiment. 

Johnson's  (Ole  C.)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  16th  Eegiment. 

Johnson's  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  22d  Eegiment. 

Johnson's  (Thomas)  Mounted  Rifles.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Battalion. 

Jones'  (Fielder  A.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  39th  Eegiment. 

Jones'  (Frederick  C.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  24th  Eegiment. 

Jones'  (Griffith)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9th  Eegiment. 

Jones'  (T.  M.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  27ih  Eegiment. 

Kammerling's  (Gustave)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  9th  Eegiment. 

Keeble's  (R.  H.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  23d  Eegiment, 

Kell's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

Kelly's  (John  H.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  8th  Eegiment. 

Kennett's  (Henry  G.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  79th  Eegiment. 

Kessler's  (John  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Eegiment. 

Ketchum's  (William  H.)  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops. 

Key's  (Thomas  J.)  Artillery.     See  Helena  Artillery. 

King's  (John  H. )  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Eegulars,  16th  Eegiment.  \8i  Battalion 

Kinley's  (Isaac)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  3Qth  Eegiment. 

Kirby's  (Isaac  M.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  IQlst  Eegiment. 
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Klein's  (Robert)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Knefler's  (Frederick)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  79th  Begiment 

Laiboldt's  (Bernard)  Infantry.     See  Missouri  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment, 

Lane's  (John  Q.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  97 ih  Begiment. 

Lanier's  (R.  F.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  I'Sih  Begiment. 

Larmer's  (S.  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Trigg's  Cavalry. 

Laughlin's  (James)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Begiment. 

Lavender's  (F.  M.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  20th  Begiment, 

Lawson's  (Orris  A.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  3d  Begiment. 

Learning's  (Heury)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  iOlh  Begiment. 

Lennard's  (George  W.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  57 ih  Begiment. 

Lesley's  (John  T. )  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  Ath  Begiment. 

Lewis'  (Joseph  H.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Begiment, 

Leyden's  (A.)  Artillery.     See  Geoj-gia  Troops,  9th  Battalion. 

Lillard's  (John  M.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  26th  Begiment. 

Lilly's  (Eli)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  ISth  Battery. 

Lister'ft  (Frederick  W.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  3lst  Begiment. 

Livingston's  (Cortland)  Artillery,    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  3d  Battery. 

Locke's  (M.  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  10th  Begiment. 

Loomis'  (C.  O.)  Artillery.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  A. 

Louisville  Legion,  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  5th  Begiment. 

Ludlow's  (Israel)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  5th  Begiment,  Battery  H, 

Lumsden's  (C.  L.)  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops. 

Lythgoe's  (A.  J.)  Infantry.     See  South  Carolina  Troops,  10th  and  19th  Begimentg. 

McCann's  (Richard)  Cavalry.    See  De  Witt  C.  Douglass'  Cavalry. 

McClain's  (Richard  W.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  51st  Begiment. 

McClelland's  (James  S.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  25th  Begiment. 

McClelland's  (Thomas  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  3d  Begiment. 

McComas'  (Hamilton  C.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  107th  Begiment. 

McCook's  (Ansou  G. )  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  2d  Begiment.  \ 

McCown's  Escort  Cavalry.     See  L.  T.  Hardy's  Cavalry.  t 

McCreery's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  21st  Begiment. 

McCulloch's  (Miller  R. )  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Begiment, 

McDonald's  (Bedan  B.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  101st  Begiment. 

McDowell's  (B.  G.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  62d  Begiment. 

McDow^ell's  (Joseph  A.)  Infantry.       See  North  Carolina  Troops,  60th  Begiment, 

McDuffie's  (W.  A.)  Artillery.     See  Eufaula  Artillery. 

McFarlane's  (John  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  Confederate. 

McGraw's  (John  S.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  57th  Begiment. 

Mcllvain's  (Alexander)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  6ith  Begiment. 

McKee's  (David)  Infantry.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  15th  Begiment. 

McKee's  (Samuel)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 

McKelvaine's  (R.  P.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  2Hh  Begiment. 

McKinstry's  (Alexander)  Infantry.    See  Alabama  Troops,  32d  Begiment. 

McMackin's  (Warren  E.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  21st  Begiment. 

McMurry's  (James  A. ) Infantry.    See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  Ath  Begiment  P.  A 

McNeill's  (A.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  8th  Begiment. 

McReynolds'  (J.  T.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  37th  Begiment. 

Magee's  (David  W.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  86th  Begiment. 

Magevney's  (M.,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  15At}i  Begiment, 

Malone's  (James  C,  jr.)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  lAth  Battalion. 

Manderson's  (Charles  F. )  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  19th  Begiment. 

Maney's  (Frank)  Sharpshooters.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate, 

Maple's  (Thomas  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Anderson  Troop,  Cavalry, 

Marks'  Artillery.     See  H.  C.  Semple's  Artillery. 
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Marks'  (A.  S.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Covfederate,  17th  Regiment. 

Marsh's  (Jjisou)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  74th  liegiment. 

Marshall's  (Alexander)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  liegiment,  Battery  Q. 

Marshall's  (John  J.)  Cavalry.     See  H.  L.  Giliner's  Cavalry. 

Marshall's  (L.  G.)  Artillery.     See  TV.  TV.  Games'  Artillenj. 

Martin's  (Joiui  A.)  Iiifantry.     See  Kansas  Troops,  &lh  Begiment. 

Mauldin's  (T.  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  2d  Regiment, 

Maury's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  '.]l2d  Regiment. 

May's  (Reuben)  Infantry.     Set^  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  8th  Regiment. 

Mebane's  (John  W.)  Artillery.     See  K.  E.  TVrighi^s  Arfilhry. 

Melton's  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Uniov,  2d  Regiment. 

Mendenhall's  (John)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment,  Batterim 

H  and  M. 
Mihalotzy's  (Geza)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2Mh  Regiment. 
Miller's  (Silas)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  ^iUh  Regiment. 
Miller's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Florida  Troops,  Ist  and  3d  Regiments. 
Milliken's  (Minor)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  liegiment. 
Minty's  (Robert  H.  G.)  Cavalry.     S*  e  Michigan  Troops,  4fh  Regiment. 
Mitchell's  (Jo8e]>h  A.  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 
Mix's  (Frank  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  4lh  Regiment. 
Monroe's  (James)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  123<?  Regiment 
Moody's  (Granville)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  74th  Regiment. 
Moore's  (Orlando  H.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  2^)th  Regiment. 
Moore's  (Robert  S.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  SZdh  Regiment. 
Moore's  (W.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  Hh  Regiment. 
Morehead's  (James  T.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucly  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 
Morgan's  (J.  B.)  Infantiy.     Si  e  Mississippi  Troops,  29//<  Regiment. 
Morgan's  (John  T.)  Partisans.     See  Alabama  Troops,  51.s'^  Regiment. 
Morgan's  (W.  E.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  l?,th  Regiment. 
Moses'  (S.  A.)  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 

Mottley's  (Erasmus  L.)  Infantry.     See  KentncTcy  Troops,  Union,  llth  Regiment. 
Mullen's  (Bernard  F.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  37ith  Regiment. 
Mulligan's  (James  B.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  19th  Regiment,  Ist  Bat» 

tali  on. 
Munday's  (Reuben)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  C)th  Regiment. 
Munger's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  lOOf/j,  Regiment. 
Murray's  (Douglas  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Murray's  (Eli  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment. 
Murray's  (John  E.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  IMh  Regiment. 
Murray's  (J.  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Nelf's  (Elias)  Infantry.     Sec  Indiana  Troops,  40th  Regiment. 
Neibling's  (James  M  )  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  21st  Regiment. 
Neilson's  (E.  R.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  27th  Regiment. 
Nell's  (G.  W.)  Artillery.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  /?. 
Newell's  (Nathaniel  M.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  D. 
Nicholas' (Thomas  P.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 
Nicklin's  (Benjamin  S.)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  13th  Battery. 
Nodine's  (Richard  H.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  2bth  Regiment. 
Notto"way  Artillery.     Soe  Virginia  Troops. 

Olson's  (Porter  C.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  3&th  Regiment. 
Osborr's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  3\st  Regiment. 
Osburn's  (Norval)  Artillery,     So-o  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F 
Otis' (Elmer)  Cavalry.     S 'e  Union  Troops,  Requlars,  4th  Regiment. 
Owsley's  (John  Q.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union, hth  Regiment 
Paine's  (Hendrick  E.)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  b9th  Regiment. 
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Palmer's  (Baylor)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Palmer's  (Joseph  B.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  IQth  Regiment. 

Paramore's  (James  W,)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  'Zd  Regiment. 

Park's  (Harvey  S.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Parkhurst's  (John  Go )  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Parsons'  (Charles  C.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment,  Batteries 

H  and  Mo 
Pattison's  (ToF,)  Sharpshooters.     See  P.  T.  Allin's  Sharpshooters. 
Phelps'  (Edward  H.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  'S8th  Regiment. 
Pickens'  (William  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  3d  Regiment, 
Piepho's  (Carlo)  Infantryc     See  Ohio  Troops,  108th  Regiment. 
Pinney's  (Oscar  F„)  Artillery..     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  bth  Battery. 
Pioneer  Brigade.     See  Union  Troops ;  also  James  St.  C,  Morton. 
Polk's  (Wo  M.)  Artillery.     See  W.  L.  Scott's  Artillery. 
Powell's  (Frank)  Cavalry.*     See  Frank  Powell. 
Presson's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  73d  Regiment. 
Pritchard's  (E.  E.)  Artillery.     See  Georgia  Troops. 
Pue's  (Arthur,  jr.)  Artilleryo     See  B.  F.  White's,  jr.,  Artillery. 
Pugh's  (John  L.)  Cavalryo     See  Ohio  Troops,  Ath  Regiments 
Putnam's  (David)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  69th  Regiment, 
Quackenbush's  (M.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops^  lAth  Regiment. 
Raflfen's  (Alexander  W.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  \9th  Regiment. 
Ramsaur's  (L.  M.)  Mounted  Rifles.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  1st  Rifles. 
Ransom's  (Albert  G.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  Ist  Regiment,  Battery  E. 
Ray's  (Daniel  Mo)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union^  2d  Regiment. 
Read's  (Sheridan  P.)  Infantryo     See  Illinois  Troops,  79th  Regiment. 
Reaney's  (William)  Cavalry,     See  Ohio  Troops,  7th  Regiments 
Reynolds'  (Francis  E„)  Cavalry.     See  Samuel  B.  Sherer's  Cavalry. 
Riley's  (William  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  11th  Regiment. 
Roberts'  (B.  Emory)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  6th  Regiment. 
Roberts'  (Franklin)  Artillery.     See  J.  H.  Wiggins'  Battery. 
Robertson's  (C.  S.)  Cavalryo     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  1st  Regiment. 
Robertson's  (F.  H.)  Artillery.     See  Florida  Troops. 
Robinson's  (Milton  S.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  7bih  Regiment. 
Robison's  (Wo  D=)  Infantry.      See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment,  P.  4. 
Rose's  (Thomas  E.)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  77th  Regiment,  \ 

Rosengarten's  (Adolph  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  15th  Regiment. 

Ross' (Isaac  N.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  90th  Regiment. 

Ross'  (J.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  iih  Battalion. 

Rue's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  9th  Regiment.  j 

Russell's  (Rosvvell  M.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 

Savage's  (John  H.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  16th  Regiment. 

Scales'  (Junius  I.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  30th  Regiment. 

Schmitt's  (William  A.)  Infantry.     Sec  Illinois  Troops,  27 ih  Regiment. 

Schultz's  (Frederick)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  M. 

Scott's  (Joseph  R.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  19th  Regiment. 

Scott's  (W.  L.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Searcy's  (A.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  45th  Regiment. 

Sedgewick's  (Thomas  D.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  2d  Regiment. 

Semple's  (Henry  C.)  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops. 

Shanklin's  (James  M.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  42d  Regiment. 

Shanks'  (Quintus  C.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  12th  Regiment. 

Shannon's  (H.)  Artillery.     See  Warren  Light  Artillery. 

Shannon's  (S.  E.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  24th  Regiment. 

*  Improvised. 
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Shearon's  (Thomas  R.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  i7th  Regiment, 

Shelley's  (James  T.)   Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  ^th  Regiment. 

Sherer's  (Samuel  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Illinois  Troops. 

Sherman's  (Francis  T.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  88th  Regiment. 

Shoemaker's  (Michael)  Infantry.     See  Michigan  Troops,  VMh  Regiment. 

Shryock's  (Kline  G.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  87th  Regiment. 

Simonson's  (Peter)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  5th  Battery. 

Simpson's  (Robert  V.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  With  Regiment. 

Sirwell's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  78th  Regiment. 

Slemmer's  (Adam  J.)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  IGth  Regiment. 

Slemp's  (Campbell)  Infantry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  64th  Regiment. 

Slocomb's  (C.  H.)  Artillery.     See  Washington  Artillery,  5th  Battery. 

Smith's  (Baxter)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Smith's  (D.  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  bth  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Frank  C.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  102d  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Frank  G.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  ith  Regiment,  Battery  I. 

Smith's  (J.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Regulars,  6th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (Joseph  T. )  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  9th  Battalion. 

Smith's  (M.)  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Smith's  (Robert  F. )  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  I6th  Regiment. 

Smith's  (S.  G.)  Infantry.     See  Arkansas  Troops,  ^th  and  7th  Regiments. 

Smith's  (T.  B.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  20th  Regiment. 

Snider's  (Joseph  R.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  I6th  Regiment. 

Southwick's  (Daniel  K.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  C. 

Squires'  (William  H.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  2&h  Regiment. 

Stafford's  (Joab  A.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment. 

Staley's  (M.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  Wth  Battalion. 

Standart's  (William  E.)  Artillery.     See  Ohio  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 

Stanford's  (T.  J.)  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Stansel's  (M.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  41st  Regiment. 

Stanton's  (S.  S.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troox>s,  Confederate,  84th  Regiment. 

Starnes'  (James  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stem's  (Leander)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  101st  Regiment. 

Steuben  Artillery.     See  William  W.  Carnes'  Artillery. 

Stevens'  (Alanson  J.)  Artillery.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Battery  B. 

Stevirart's  (Robert  R.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  2d  Regiment. 

Stiles'  (Henry  E.)  Artillery.     See  Wisconsin  Troops,  8th  Battery. 

Stivers'  (Joseph  W.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  14th  Regiment. 

Stokes'  (James  H.)  Artillery.     See  Chicago  Board  of  Trade  ArtilUrij. 

Stokes'  (William  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Union,  5th  Regiment. 

Stone's  (David  C.)  Artillery.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  Battery  A. 

Stoner's  (R.  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate. 

Stoner's  (R.  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  9th  Regiment. 

Stoughton's  (William  L.)  Infantry,     See  Michigan  Troops,  11th  Regiment. 

Stout's  (Ira  H.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troo})^,  Union,  12th  Reginmnt. 

Stovall's  (M.  A.)  Infantry.     See  Georgia  Troops,  ?>d  Battalion. 

Strahl's  (O.  F.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  and  5th  Regiments 

Streight's  (Abel  D.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  51st  Regiment. 

Sutermeister's  (Arnold)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troop^i,  11th  Battery. 

S-waine's  (Peter  T.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  99lh  Regiment. 

Swallow's  (George  R.)  Artillery.     See  Indiana  Troops,  7th  Battery. 

Svsranwick's  (Francis)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  22d  Regiment. 

Swett's  (C.)  Artillery.     See  Warren  Light  Artillery.' 

Sykes'  (W.  L.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  5tJi  Regiment. 

Tafel's  (Gustavus)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  106f7i  Regiment. 
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Taggart's  (Wesford)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  25th  Begiment. 

Talbird's  (H.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  Alst  Regiment. 

Tansil's  (E.  E.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  31s<  and  33«f  Regiments, 

Teetor's  (Henry  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  4ih  Regiment. 

Terrill's  (William  R. )  Artillery.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  bth  Regiment,  Battery  H. 

Terry's  (B.  F.)  Cavalry.     See  Texas  Troops,  8ih  Regiment. 

Terry's  (Henry)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  2ith  Regiment. 

Thedford's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  11th  Regiment. 

Thompson's  (R.)  Cavalry.  .  See  Georgia  Troops.  3rf  Regiment. 

Thompson's  (T.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Regiment. 

Throckmorton's  (C.  B.)  Artillery.     See  Union  Troop>s,  Regulars,  4th  Regiment,  Co.  H. 

Timberlake's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  81st  Regiment. 

Toler's  (Silas  C.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  60th  Regiment. 

Tolles'  (William  R.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  lO^Hh  Regiment. 

ToTArnsend's  (Frederick)  Infantry.     See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  18th  Regiment. 

Trabue's  (R.  P.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Confederate,  4th  Begiment. 

Trigg's  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Troops,  27th  Battalion. 

Tripp's  (Hagerman)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  6<?t  Begiment. 

Turner's  (William  B.)  Artillery.     See  M.  Smith's  Artillery. 

Twyman's  (Henry  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union. 

Vallette's  (Henry  F.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  105^/j,  Begiment. 

Vance's  (Robert  B.)  Infantry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  29th  Begiment. 

Van  Derveer's  (Ferdinand)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  'S^th  Begiment. 

Van  Pelt's  (George  W.)  Artillery.     See  Michigan  Troops,  1st  Battery. 

Vanosdol's  (Argus  D.)  Cavalry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  "id  Begiment. 

Vaughan's  (A.  J.,  jr.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  IWi  Begiment. 

Vaught's  (W.  C.  D.)  Artillery.     See  Washington  Artillery,  5th  Battery. 

Vezin's  (Alfred)  Cavalry.     See  Bennsylvania  Troops,  15th  Begiment. 

Wade's  (W.  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Confederate  Troops,  Begulars,  8th  Begiment. 

"Wadleigh's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  104ih  Begiment. 

Walker's  (Francis  M.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  19th  Begiment, 

Wallace's  (William)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  15th  Begiment. 

Walworth's  (Nathan  H.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  42d  Begiment. 

Ward's  (Frank  B.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  15th  Begiment. 

Ward's  (John  H.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  27th  Btgiment. 

Ward's  (William  D.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  27th  Begiment. 

Warren  Light  Artillery.     See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Washington  Artillery.     See  louisiana  Troops. 

Waters'  (D.  D.)  Artillery.     See  Alabama  Troops. 

Waters'  (Louis  H.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  84th  Begiment. 

Watkins'  (W.  M.)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  47th  Begiment. 

Webb's  (J.  D.)  Partisans.     See  Alabama  Troops,  51st  Begiment. 

Weber's  (John)  Infantry.     See  Missouri  Troups,  Union,  15th  Begiment. 

Weller's  (Enoch)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  24th  Begiment. 

Wescott's  (Henry  F.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  51st  Begiment. 

West's  (O.  F.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  9th  Battalion. 

Wharton's  Escort  Cavalry.     See  Baxter  Smith's  Cavalry. 

Whitaker's  (Walter  C.)  Infantry.     See  Kentucky  Troops,  Union,  6th  Begiment, 

Whitbeck's  (Horatio  N.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  65th  Begiment. 

White's  (B.  F.,  jr.)  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 

White's  (Moses)  Infantry.     See  Tennessee  Troovs,  Confederate,  27th  Begiment* 

White's  (T.  W.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  9th  Begiment. 

Wiggins'  (J.  H.)  Artillery.     See  Arkansas  Troops. 

Wilder's  ( JoLn  T. )  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  17th  Begiment. 

Wiley's  (Aquila)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  41st  Begiment, 
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Wilkinson's  (J.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  8th  Regiment, 
Williams'  (Thomas  D. )  Infantry,     See  Illinois  Troops^  2^th  Regiment. 
Williams'  (William  C.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  AAth  Regiment. 
Williamson's  (J.  A.)  Mounted  Rifles.     See  Arlcansas  Troops,  2d  Rifles. 
Witcher's  (V.  A.)  Cavalry.     See  Virginia  Trooj>s,  34/^  Battalion. 
Wolford's  (Frank)  Cavalry.     See  KentncJcy  Troops,  Union,  \st  Regiment. 
Woods'  (Gustavus  A.)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  l^th  Regiment. 
Woods'  (McLain  F.)  Infantry.     See  Illinois  Troops,  IdiJi  Regiment. 
Wood's  (William  B.)  Infantry.     See  Alabama  Troops,  KMli  Regiment. 
Wood's  Sharpshooters.     See  Mississippi  Troops,  IHf/i  Battalion. 
Woodbury's  (Horatio)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  S\st  Regiment. 
Woodward's  (Pyrrlui.s)  Infantry.     See  Indiana  Troops,  36//^  Regiment. 
Woodward's  (T.  G.)  Cavalry.     See  Kentucly  Troops,  Confederal <',  LV?  Regiment 
Wooster's  (Moses  F.)  Infantry.     See  Ohio  Troops,  101s/  Regiment. 
Wright's  (E.  E.J  Artillery.     See  Tennessee  Troops,  Confederate. 
Wyatt's  (J.  N.)  Infantry.     See  lennessee  Troops,  Confederate,  VZlli  Rigiment. 
"Wynkoop's  (George  C.)  Cavalry.     S<  e  Peiinkylrania  Troops,  lili  Regiment. 
Wynkoop's  (John  E.)  Cavalry.     See  Pennsylvania  Troops,lili  Regiment, 
Yancey's  (B.  C.)  Sharpshooters.     See  Alabama  Troops,  \lth  Battalion. 
Young's  (William  H.)  Infantry.     Sec  Texas  Troopf<,  9th  Regiment. 
Zacharie's  (F.  C.)  Infantry.     See  Louisiana  Troops,  I6th  and  2^th  Regiments. 
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Brigades,  Divisiovs,  Corps,  Armies,  and  improvised  organizations  are  "Mentioned''^  under  name  of 
commanding  officer;  State  and  other  organizations  under  their  official  designation.  {See  Alternate 
Designations,  pp.  986-997.) 


Page. 

Abeel,  Alfred.     Mentioned 82 

Abercrombie,  Henry  E.     Mentioned 215, 563, 566 

Abernathy,  S.  G.     Mentioned 676,729 

Abernethy,  Isaac  N.     Mentioned 215 

Abingdon,  Va.,  Telegraph  Operator  at.     Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Minor.         98 

Acker,  John.     Mentioned 571 

Adair,  John  I.     Mentioned 398,403 

Adams,  C.  A.     Mentioned 804 

Adams,  Daniel  W. 

Mentioned 186, 548, 552, 659, 666, 670, 673-675, 678, 690, 707, 708, 

712, 717,  718,  766,  772,  776,  777,  779-785,  792,  794-797, 799-804,  811, 812, 909 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 792 

Adams,  Demas.     Mentioned 422 

Adams,  John  H.  B.     Mentioned 834 

Adams,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 957 

Adams,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 660,851,900 

Report  of  operations,   Dec.  24,   1862-Jan.   3,  1863,  during   Stone's  River 

Campaign 903 

Adams,  William.     Mentioned 482 

Adams,  "William  A.     Mentioned 278 

Adcock,  Private.     Mentioned 717 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 694,771,920 

Breckinridge,  John  C 790,792 

Polk,  Leonidas 694,695,697 

War  Department,  C.  S „ 672 

Orders,  General,  series  1802:  No.  93,  972. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  131,  972. 
Adjutant-General's    Office,  U.   S.  A.     Correspondence   with  W.    S.    Rose- 

crans 44,376 

Agnew, .     Mentioned 423 

Alabama. 

Military  departments  embracing 1 

Operations  in.     See  Northern  Alabama. 
Alabama  Troops.     Mentioned.* 

Artillery,  Ught— Batteries :  Bufaula,  660,  681.  911,  914,  925,  926,940,  943, 
944  ;  Ketchum's,  658,  677, 974  ;  Lumsden's,  659, 782,  803, 826,829,  b37,  838, 
840,842,  843,  908-910;  Semple's,  660,  680,  758-761,  782,  785,786,803,  825, 
826, 830, 844, 850,  908-911 ;  Waters',  659, 678, 696, 769-771, 974. 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.    See  note,  p.  233. 
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Alabama  Troops.     Mentioned — Continued. 

Ca,\nlry—Batta//ons :  14th,  661,  986,  969.  Regiments :  1st,  16, 19, 82, 630, 661, 
958  ;  3d,  16,  642,  661, 958,  961,  962 ;  51st,  6,  466, 648, 661, 958, 962-965.  . 

Infantvy— Battalions  :  17th,  658,  677,  974.  Regiments  :  16th,  660,  679,  845, 
851,896,898,900-903,906;  19th,  658,677;  22d,  658,677,973;  24th,  659, 
678,696,697,973;  25th,  26th,  658,677,754,973;  28th,  659,  678,  696,697. 
973;  32d,  659,  678, 793,  796-802,  973  ;  33d,  660,  680,  851, 896,  898, 903-906 ; 
34th,  659,  678,  696,  697,  973 ;  39th,  658,  677,  754,  973  ;  41st,  294,  659,  679, 
782,  788,  825, 827-830,  832, 835-837  ;  45th,  659, 677, 695,  763, 764, 767, 899. 

Alban,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 438 

Albin,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 327 

Aldrich,  Simeon  C. 

Mentioned 181, 600 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Ja,n.  3, 1863 601 

Alexander,  Ashbury  H.     Mentioned 469, 482 

Alexander,  D.  "W.     Mentioned 902 

Alexander,  John  W.  S.     Mentioned 175,265,280-282 

Alexander,  "William  A.     Mentioned 851 

Alford,  John.     Mentioned 978 

Allen,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 276 

Allen,  Charles  W.     Mentioned  439 

Allen.  D.  F.     Mentioned 26 

Allen,  Edwin.     Mentioned 678,781 

Allen,  Frank  H.     Mentioned 351 

Allen,  J.  A.     Mentioned 841 

Allen,  John  K.     Mentioned 152 

Allen,  Mundy.     Mentioned 384,385 

Allen,  N.  R.     Mentioned 852,879,889,978 

Allen,  Thomas  G.     Mentioned 179 

Allen,  William  H.     Mentioned 596 

Allen,  "William  W.     Mentioned 391,661,958-960 

Allington,  William.     Mentioned 389 

Allison,  J.  D. 

Mentioned 915 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 924 

Allitzon,  Charles.     Mentioned 382 

AUyn,  A.  "W.     Mentioned „ 402 

Alphin,  J.    Mentioned 974 

Alsop,  Edwin.     Mentioned 215, 367 

Alston,  R.  A.     Mentioned 708 

Alsup,  O.  M.     Mentioned 718' 

Altemire,  Colonel.     Mentioned 518 

Alvord,  Joseph  C.     Mentioned 215 

Amick,  Myron  J.     Mentioned 283 

Anderson,  A.  F.     Mentioned 976 

Anderson  Cavalry.     Mutiny  of.     See  Mutiny. 
Anderson,  Charles. 

Mentioned 35,37,176,202,295,337-339,344,380 

Reports  of 

Kimbrough's  Mill,  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.    Skirmish  near,  Dec.  6,  1862 35 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  27,  1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  dur- 
ing        345 

Anderson,  E.  L.     Mentioned „ 445 
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P»ge. 

Anderson,  G.  W.     Mentioned 978 

Anderson,  John  H. 

Mentioned 658,690,707,711-713 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863  714 

Anderson,  Nicholas  L. 

Mentioned 181,380,559,560 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 570 

Anderson,  Patton. 

CorrespoudeiKui  with  Leonidas  Polk 694 

Mentioned 659,  668, 670,  674, 678, 688, 689, 693, 695, 696, 724,  753-757, 787 

Report  of  operations,   Dec.   27,  1862-Jan.  4,   1863,  duriuj^  Stone's   River 

Campaign 762 

Anderson,  Paul  F.     Mentioned 661,968,969 

Anderson,  R.  B.     Mentioned 717 

Anderson,  R.  TV.     Mentioned 659,804,807-809 

Anderson,  W.    Mentioned 766 

Anderson,  Walter  B.     Mentioned 131 

Anderson,  William.     Mentioned 435 

Anderson,  William  B.     Mentioned 445 

Anderson,  William  T.     Mentioned 976 

Andrews,  Albert  H.     Mentioned 406 

Andiews,  Julius  A. 

Mentioned _.  660.929 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863 934 

Ansley,  B.  W.     Mentioned 839 

Anthony,  John  W.     Mentioned 975 

Antioch,  Tenn.     Capture  of  construction  train  near,  Jan.  25,  1863.     See  re- 
port of  Joseph  Wheeler,  p.  960. 
Arkansas  Troops.     Mentioned.* 

Artillery,  I^ight— Batteries  :  Helena,  660,  680,  776,  844,  846,  851,  853,  855, 
856;  Humphreys',  660,  681,  775,  878,  895,913,925,926,946,956,957,974; 
Wiggins',  t  6, 7, 661, 958, 965, 966. 
CsLY'dlTj— Regiments :  1st  Rifles,  660, 681, 947-949, 974  ;  2d  Rifles,  660, 681, 

775,950,951,974. 
Infantry— 5affa//o/7S  :  4th,  660,681,954-956,974.  Regiments:  1st,  660,680, 
776,  846,  851-853, 974  ;  2d,  397,  660, 680,  845, 846,  851,  8.57, 860-8()5, 868,  870, 
884, 886,  888  ;  4th,  660,  681,  951-953,  974 ;  5th,  660, 680,  848,  851,  858,  86.5-868, 
870  ;  6th,  660, 680, 852, 858, 867-870  ;  7th,  660, 680, 852,  867-869 ;  8th,  660, 
680, 845,  851, 858, 869-871 ;  13th,  15th,  660, 680,  851, 852  ;  19th,  25th,  974  ; 
30th,  205,  383,  387,  660. 681,  914, 947, 953,  954. 
Arms,  Ammunition,  etc.     Supplies  of.     See  Munitions  of  War. 

Armstrong,  Mr.    Mentioned 915 

Armstrong,  Charles  D.      Mentioned 381 

Armstrong,  Daniel  B.     Mentioned 553,554 

Armstrong,  George.     Mentioned 771 

Armstrong,  James  B. 

Mentioned 520,530 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 531 

Armstrong,  James  T.     Mentioned 680,781 

Armstrong,  John.     Mentioned 914, 953 

Armstrong,  Martin.     Mentioned 723 

Armstrong,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 556 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  inclnded.    See  note,  p.  233. 
t  Also  called  Roberts'  Battery. 
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Armstrong,  William  P.    Mentioned „ 439 

Armstrong,  W.  J.    Mentioned 977 

Army  Corps,  14tli,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Orders,  General  and  Special.     See  Cumberland,  Department  of  the. 

Thomas,  George  H. ,  assigned  to  command  of 3 

Army  Corps,  20th,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Constituted 3 

McCook,  Alexander  McD.,  assigned  to  command  of 3 

Army  Corps,  21st,  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 

Constituted 3 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L.,  assigned  to  command  of 3 

Army  Corps,  1st,  Army  of  the  Mississippi.     (Confederate.) 

Constituted „ , „  1 

Polk,  Leonidas,  assigned  to  command  of 1 

Army  Corps,  2d,  Army  of  the  Mississippi.     (Confederate.) 

Constituted 1 

Hardee,  William  J.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of 1 

Army  Corps,  Hardee's,  Army  of  Tennessee.     (Confederate.)    Constituted.  I 

Army  Corps,  Polk's,  Army  of  Tennessee.     (Confederate.) 

Constituted , 1 

Polk,  Leonidas,  assumes  command  of 2 

Army  Corps,  Smith's,  Army  of  Tennessee.     (Confederate.)    Constituted..  1 

Army  Headquarters.    Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S 9 

Peterson,  J.  C 205 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 42-44,187,205,207 

War  Department,  U.  S 45 

Wright,  Horatio  G 87 

Army  Transportation.     Supplies  of,  etc.    See  Munitions  of  War, 

Arnold,  E.  M.     Mentioned 978 

Arnold,  J.  B.     Mentioned 676 

Arnold,  R.    Mentioned 867 

Arnold,  Wilbur  P.     Mentioned 404 

Arnold,  W.  W.     Mentioned 402 

Asberry,  S.  L.    Mentioned 851,907 

Ashby,  H.  M.     Mentioned 661,774,967,970 

Ashland,  Tenn.     Affair  at,  Jan.  12,  1863.     See  Wheeler^s  Raid,  Jan.  8-14,  1863. 

Askew,  Prank.     Mentioned 307, 316 

Atkins,  George  H.     Mentioned 486 

Atkinson,  John.     Mentioned 851, 866 

Atwood,  A.  W.     Mentioned 976 

Atwood,  E.  B.    Mentioned 547 

Auguilar,  J.  A.     Mentioned 977 

Austin,  George.     Mentioned 265, 290 

Austin,  J.  E. 

Mentioned 659,793,795,796,798 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 801 

Austin,  Richard  H.    Mentioned 365 

Autry,  James  L.     Mentioned 659,677,689,756,764 

Averdick,  Henry  G.    Mentioned 612 

Ayers,  Alfred.     Mentioned 435 

Ayler,  George  W.     Mentioned 974 

Ayres.  O.  H.  P.     Mentioned ^ 479,505 


I 
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Bacon  Creek,  Ky.    Skirmish  at,  Dec.  26, 1862.   See 

Dec.  22, 1862-Jan.  2,  1863.  Kentucky.    Morgan's  Second  Raid.    Reports  of 
Hobson,  Edward  H.  Morgan,  John  H. 

Bacon,  George  M.    Mentioned 571,573 

Badger,  E.     Mentioned 817 

Baggot,  Frank.     Mentioned 217 

Bailey,  C.  D.     Mentioned 586,591 

Bailey,  Francis  M.    Mentioned 820 

Baird,  Absalom.     Mentioned 142,143 

Baird,  B.  A.     Mentioned 978 

Baird,  N.  H.     Mentioned 719 

Baird's  Mills,  Tenn.  Reconnaissance  to,  Nov.  29-Dec.  1, 1862.   Reports  of 

Morgan,  James  D 26,27 

Toler,  Silas  C 27 

Baker,  Henry  N.    Mentioned --       272 

Baker,  John.     Mentioned 342 

Baker,  Thomas  E.    Mentioned 541 

Baker,  Thomas  N.     Mentioned 248 

Baker,  W.  M.    Mentioned 976 

Balding,  Thomas  E.    Mentioned 365 

Bald-win,  Alexander  T.     Mentioned 323 

Baldwin,  A.  P.    Mentioned 479 

Baldwin,  Norman  A.    Mentioned 521,530 

Baldw^in,  Philemon  P. 

Mentioned 176, 200, 202, 208,  227, 236, 254, 255,  264, 295-298,  321, 322, 341, 345 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign   „ 336 

Baldwin,  "William  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Glenn,  W.  G 113 

Marshall,  Humphrey 113 

Mentioned 99,  100,112-114,119,130 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jan.  2,  1863,  during  Carter's  Raid 123 

Ball,  Luther  T.     Mentioned 215,563,566 

Ballard,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 440 

Ballard,  Joshua  S.    Mentioned 361 

Ballard,  W.H.    Mentioned 977 

Ballard,  TV.  T.     Mentioned 977 

Ballew,  E.  A.     Mentioned 974 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.    Mentioned 159 

Banks,  T.     Mentioned 31 

Banton,  John  B.     Mentioned 216,608,612 

Barger,  J.  G.     Mentioned 479 

Barker,  J.  D.     Mentioned 375 

Barker,  W.  W.     Mentioned 410 

Barksdale,  W.  G.     Mentioned 677 

Barnard,  D.  E.     Mentioned 361 

Barnes,  Milton. 

Mentioned 35,38,39 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Kimbrough's  Mill,  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.,  Dec.  6,  1862.        37 

Barnes,  N.  M.    Mentioned 284-286 

Barnes,  ■William.     Mentioned 616 

Barnett,  Charles  M.    Mentioned 179 
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P»g«. 
Barnett,  James. 

Mentioned 174,199,414 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863  .- 235 

Barr,  Jacob  C.    Mentioned 344 

Barret,  Overton  W. 

Mentioned 659,763 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28, 1862~Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign  ., 768 

Barrett,  Michael.    Mentioned „ „ 222 

Barrett,  ThomasG.     Mentioned 839 

Barrett,  Wallace  W,     Mentioned... 176,351 

Barron,  T.     Mentioned „ 719 

Barrow,  Batt.    Mentioned 915 

Barrows,  Allen  C.     Mentioned 403 

Barry,  Robert  P.     Mentioned 398,402 

Barth,  W.  G.     Mentioned 766 

Bartholomew,  W.  H.     Mentioned.... „ „..  398,401,402 

Bartleson,  Frederick  A. 

Mentioned '. » 180,469,545,546 

Reports  of 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27,  1862 482 

Murfreesborough  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  1862 482 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 483, 485 

Bartlett,  J.  R.     Mentioned 297 

Bartlett,  Sylvester  S.    Mentioned 404 

Barton,  James  S.     Mentioned „ 805,806 

Bass,  W.  M.     Mentioned ,.o 851,870 

Bassford,  Stephen  A. 

Mentioned 177 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 388 

Bates,  Caleb.    Mentioned 258,266 

Bates,  Thomas.    Mentioned 556 

Battle,  Sergeant.     Mentioned , 814 

Battle,  Louis  T.     Mentioned 365 

Battle,  L.  W.     Mentioned 963 

Baucum,  D.  C.     Mentioned 977 

Baucum,  George  P. 

Mentioned 660,869,870 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 870 

Baylor,  B.  W.     Mentioned 671 

Bayne,  Aaron  S.     Mentioned 216, 390 

Bayse,  T.  S.     Mentioned 564 

Beach,  E.  C.     Mentioned 403 

Beachler,  Jesse  T.    Mentioned -., 616 

Beale,  A.  J.     Mentioned 825,835 

Bean,  Urwin.     Mentioned 216, 596 

Beard,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 979 

Beard,  T.  H.     Mentioned 680,851,869 

Beard,  W.K.     Mentioned   671 

Bear  Wallow,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  25, 1862.     See  report  of  Edward  H.  Hob- 

sow,  p.  148. 
Beatty,  John. 

Meationed 177, 198, 200, 210, 227, 373, 374, 376, 378-380, 383, 390 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 390 
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Beatty,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 181, 

198,  201,  202,  213,  249,  265, 434,  447,  449-451, 454-456, 494, 518,  564,  574, 

575,  578-580,  582,  583,  589,  593-595,  597-599,  602,  605,  607, 608, 6 13-615 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1H62-Jan,  3, 1863..  575,578,583 

Beaty,  J.  S.    Mentioned 977 

Beck,  William  C.     Mentioned 571,. 573 

Beckwith,  S.  B.     Mentioned 284,285 

Bedell,  B.  D.     Mentioned 974 

Bedford,  J.  G.     Mentioned 100,113,114 

Beebe,  G.  D.     Mentioned 202,222,375 

Beebe,  William  M.     Mentioned 547 

Beebe,  Yates  V.     Mentioned 179,416,418,419 

Beecher,  E.  A.     Mentioned 746 

Beeler,  J.  C.     Mentioned 530 

Beers,  George  T.     Mentioned 152 

Beeson,  James.     Mentioned 851, 974 

Bein,  Hugh  H.     Mentioned 794,796 

Belding,  Edmund  B.     Mentioned 176, 204, 235, 242, 297, 305,  308,  312,  316 

Belknap,  David  S.     Mentioned 602 

Belknap,  Henry.     Mentioned 404 

Bell,  A.  W.     (Captain.)     Mentioned 659,717,766 

Bell,  A.  W.     (Private.)    Mentioned 976 

Bell,  Jacob  B.     Mentioned 216,394,398-400 

Bell,  Job  D.     Mentioned 216,596 

Bell,  L.  S.     Mentioned 390 

Bell,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 435, 439 

Bellejean,  John.     Mentioned 975 

Benedict,  Joseph.     Mentioned 70, 828 

Benham,  Calhoun.     Mentioned 850,880 

Benham,  Daniel  W.     Mentioned 403 

Benneson,  William  H.     Report  of  skirmish  at  New  Haven,  Ky.,  Dec.  30, 1862.       151 

Bennett,  James  D.     Mentioned 15,25,67, 148 

Bennett,  John  E. 

Mentioned 175,270 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        277 

Bentley,  David  E.     Mentioned 6*^9 

Benton,  S.  J.     Mentioned 760 

Bergan,  Louis.     Mentioned 366 

Berry,  Isaac  S.     Mentioned 852,978 

Berry,  William  W. 

Mentioned 176,203,295,297,3.38,342,343,380 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         340 

Berwick,  Andrew.     Mentioned 236,303,320 

Bestow,  M.  P.     Mentioned 463,473 

Betts,  F.  M.     Mentioned 677 

Bevill,JohnH.     Mentioned. 216 

Beyls,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 327 

Bez,  George.     Mentioned 484 

Bickel,  David  C.     Mentioned 382 

Biddle,  James.     Mentioned 402 

Biddle,  John  B.    Mentioned 216,284-286 


i. 
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Biddulph,  George  G.    Mentioned 357,359,360 

Bierbower,  James  C.     Mentioned 163 

Bigelow,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 327 

Biglow,  Isaac.     Mentioned 563 

Biles,  D.  R.     Mentioned 976 

Bills,  George  W.     Mentioned 414, 415 

Bingham,  George  B.     Mentioned 177,391 

Bingham,  J.  H.     Mentioned 937 

Birdwell,  S.  L.     Mentioned 979 

Bisbee,  William  H.     Mentioned 404 

Bishop,  S.  L.     Mentioned 796,799 

Bishop,  'William.     Mentioned 422 

Black,  J.  R.     Mentioned ^. 973 

Black,  M.  W.     Mentioned * 878,886,887,977 

Black,  S.  L.     Mentioned 779,898 

Black,  S.  T.     Mentioned -681 

Black,  W.  A.     Mentioned 977 

Black,  'William  H.     Mentioned 570 

Black,  "William  T.     Mentioned 659,681,839,840 

Blackburn,  E.  M.     Mentioned 783,788 

Blacker,  William  W.     Mentioned 216 

Blackford,  Francis  B.     Mentioned 215,469,482 

Blacknall,  Thomas  O.     Mentioned 676 

Blackshear,  Jacob.     Mentioned 975 

Blair,  Austin.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Michigan,  Governor  of. 

Blair,  J.  B.     Mentioned 977 

Blair,  Montgomery.     Mentioned 159 

Blair,  T.  M.     Mentioned 804 

Blair,  "William.     Mentioned 112,129,130 

Blair,  'W.  "W.     Mentioned 221,463,474 

Blake,  A.  A.     Mentioned 966 

Blake,  John  "W.     Mentioned 180,202,461,472,495,497,544,556 

Blake,  Orris.     Mentioned 258 

Blake,  "William  H. 

Mentioned 180,542 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-J.iu.  3,  1863 551 

Blakemore,  "William  T.     Mentioned 882 

Blakemore,  "W.  T.     Mentioned 974 

Blakesley.  Alpheus  M.     Mentioned 276 

Bland,  W.  M.     Mentioned 719,720 

Bland,  "W.  "W.     Mentioned 719 

Blankenship,  Samuel  S.  M.     Mentioned 250 

Bledsoe,  W   S      Mentioned 661,969 

Bleyer,  George.     Mentioned „ 217 

Block,  David.     Mentioned 74 

Blood's,  Tenn.     See  Cox^s  Hill,  Tenn. 

Bloodsworth,  Samuel.     Mentioned 977 

Blountsville,  Tenn.     Capture  of  Confederates  at,  Dec.  30,  1862.     See 
Dec.  20,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.   Carter^s  Raid.     Reports  of 

Carter,  S.  P.  Marshall,  Humphrey. 

Blythe,  "Walter.     Mentioned 550,559 

Boal,  Charles  T.     Mentioned 361 

Board,  Nathan.     Mentioned 975 

Boatwright,  J.  A.    Mentioned 917 
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Bedford,  G.  "W.    Mentioned 978 

Bogue,  Roswell  G.     Mentioned ......  221, 423 

Bogy,  G.     Mentioned « o  .,.....„,...<..„. .       974 

Bogy,  J.  C.     Mentioned .„ ,, 851 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon.     Mentioned 698 

Bond,  Frank  S.     Mentioned „ „ „ .  „       199 

Bond,  Philip,     Mentioned „ 974 

Bond,  Robert  T.     Mentioned , 741 

Bonds,  J.  H.    Mentioned „ 976 

Bonengal,  Frank.     Mentioned 872 

Bonnaffon,  A.  B.     Mentioned ,..„.... „      435 

Booker,  Abram.     Mentioned 976 

Boone,  T.  W.     Mentioned 677 

Boothe,  Benjamin  W.     Mentioned - , 977 

Bosche,  Chris.     Mentioned »  72,785,827 

Bostick,  J.  L.     Mentioned 857,859 

Boston,  Ky.    Capture  of  stockade  at,  Dec.  29, 1862.    See  reports  of  Harlan,  p. 
135 ;  Morgan^  pp.  153, 154. 

Bott,  B.  W.     Mentioned 867 

Bottles,  J.  L.    Mentioned 809 

Bounds,  J.  M. 

Mentioned 660,929 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  18G2-Jan.  3,  1863 932 

Bouton,  N.  S.     Mentioned 357,359 

Bowden,  T.  E.     Mentioned 976 

Bowen,  James.     Mentioned 297 

Bo  wen,  William  Drury.     Mentioned 851,902 

Bowen,  William  L.  L. 

Mentioned 659,813,819 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 815 

Bowers,  John.     Mentioned 968 

Boyce,  William.     Mentioned 851,902 

Boyd,  J.  F.     Mentioned „ 229,258 

Boyer,  John  E.     Mentioned 315 

Boyle,  Jeremiah  T. 

Mentioned 140-142,148,149,197,981 

Reports  of  Morgan's  Second  Raid  in  Kentucky,  Dec.  22,  1862-Jan.  2, 1863.  133, 134 

Boyle,  John.     Mentioned >  143, 144, 146 

Boynton,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 217 

Brabson,  William  T.     Mentioned 915 

Braddock,  James  T.     Mentioned 327 

Braden,  James  D.     Mentioned 553 

Bradford,  H.  S.     Mentioned 915 

Bradford,  John.     Mentioned 713,717,719 

Bradley,  CuUen. 

Mentioned 180, 240, 242,  455-457, 471,  474, 501-505, 508, 512 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  2,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign    478 

Bradley,  Luther  P. 

Mentioned 176,200,203,209,256,351,357,362 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         369 

Bradshaw,  C.  S.     Mentioned 323,327 

Bradshaw,  John.    Mentioned 978 
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Brady,  Philip.     Mentioned , 770 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Address  of,  to  Army  of  Tennessee 675 

Appendix  to  report  of  Breckinridge  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Dec.   31, 

1862-Jau.  3,  1863 788 

Command  of,  extended  over  troops  in  Department  of  East  Tennessee 1 

Congratulatory  orders. 

Hartsvilie,  Tenn.    Action  at,  Dec.  7,  1862 64 

Stone's  River  Campaign,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863 : 675 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 694, 771, 920 

Breckinridge,  John  C 682,789,790 

Cheatbam,  B.  F * 684, 700 

Cleburne,  P.  R 684 

Hardee,  William  J 683 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 685 

McCown,  John  P 917,921 

Morgan,  John  H 63 

Pegrani,  John 790 

Polk,  Leonidas 685,699-702 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 84 

Wheeler,  Jost  ph 19 

Withers,  Jones  M 700 

Memoranda,  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan  3,  1863 672 

Mentioned 3, 63, 68, 73, 94,  95, 133, 153, 189, 207,  309,  633,  635, 657, 658, 

673, 681, 691,695, 698, 700,  703,  710, 724, 746,  759, 760, 783, 788-790, 792, 807, 
809-811,  823, 830, 842,  849, 909, 910, 917,  919-921, 934, 958,  959, 965, 969, 970 
Reports  of 

Hartsvilie,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Dec.  7,  1862 62 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  near,  Dec.  29-30,  1862 661 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Nov.  5,  1862 6 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863. .  662,  663, 917, 921 

Wheeler's  Raid,  Jan.  8-14, 1863 983 

Resumes  command  of  Army  of  the  Mississippi  and  Western  Department ..  1 

Bramblett,  William  P.     Mentioned 679,828 

Branigan,  M.     Mentioned 975 

Brantley,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 839,974 

Brantly,  W.  F.     Mentioned 659,756,763-765 

Braselton,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 292 

Brasher,  E.  G.     Mentioned «62 

Bratton,  A.  W.     Mentioned 852 

Bratton,  H.  L.  W.    Mentioned 658,704,707,723,725,726 

Breathitt,  John  W.     Mentioned  627 

Breckinridge,  J.  Cabell.     Mentioned  785, 787 

Breckinridge,  John  C. 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 790,792 

Bragg,  Braxton 682,789,790 

Gibson,  Randall  L 794 

Polk,  Leonidas 68,702 

Preston,  William 819 

Mentioned 186, 191, 192, 197, 207,  464, 471,  493, 587, 659,  661, 663-670, 672, 674, 

675,  678,  679, 683, 684,  686, 690, 691,  694,  699, 703, 722, 732, 753, 757-761, 765, 
766,  771  -773,  776-780, 788, 789, 792,  793,  796-798,  801 ,  802,  804-806,  809-813, 
818,  823,  825,  826, 831,  837, 838, 843,  849, 850,  859, 881, 903, 908, 910, 966,  969 
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Breckinridge,  John  C. — Continued. 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28, 1862- Jan.  2, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        781 

Breckinridge,  Stanhope.     Mentioned 788 

Breckinridge,  W.  C.  P.     Mentioned 148,153-158 

Brelsford,  James  R,     Mentioned 221 

Brent,  George  William.     Mentioned 671 ,  759,  760,  765,  766, 788 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Braxton  Bragg. 
Brentwood,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  9,  1862.      See  Franklin,   Tenn.     Be- 
connaissance  toward,  Dec.  9, 1862. 

Brevier,  Charles.     Mentioned 596 

Bre-wer,  Francis  N.     Mentioned 957 

Breysacher,  A.  L.     Mentioned 779 

Briant,  Cyrus  E.     Mentioned 177,390 

Bricker,  George  W.     Mentioned 440 

Bridges,  H.  N.     Mentioned 820 

Bridges,  Lyman. 

Mentioned 182,204,244 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862- Jan.  3, 1863 245 

Bridges,  "William  M.     Mentioned 671 

Briggs,  D.  A.     Mentioned 25 

Briggs,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 427 

Brigham,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 178,204,421,422 

Brill,  Jacob  G.     Mentioned 499 

Brinton,  Joseph.    Mentioned 553 

Bristol,  Hiram  W.     Mentioned 176, 295,  324, 325, 328 

Broaddus,  Green  B. 

Mentioned 181 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 612 

Brode,  Otto.    Mentioned 382 

Bronson,  A.  M.     Mentioned 978 

Brooks,  T.  B.     Mentioned 92 

Bross,  John  A.     Mentioned 361 

Brough,  Frank.     Mentioned 563 

Brown,  C.     Mentioned 738 

Brown,  D.  Homer.     Mentioned 809 

Brown,  Joel  P.     Mentioned 505, 506, 514,  515 

Brown,  John  C.     Mentioned 807 

Brow^n,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  H.  B.  Wilson 161 

Mentioned "....87,162 

Report  of  expedition  into  East  Tennessee,  Dec.  24,  1862-Jan.  1,  1863 159 

Brown,  Lewis.     Mentioned 975 

Brown,  Lewis  W.     Mentioned 534 

Brown,  M.  D.     Mentioned 851, 861 

Brow^n,  M.  R.     Mentioned 977 

Brown,  Noah.     Mentioned 534 

Brown,  Norman  K.     Mentioned 513 

Brown,  R.  C.     Mentioned 513 

Brown,  S.  C.     Mentioned , 852 

Brown,  William.     Mentioned    204, 598, 600 

Browne,  A.  J.  M.     Mentioned 539 

Browne,  R.  H.     Mentioned 766 

Browning,  J.  R.     Mentioned 973 
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Brovrning,  Samuel.     Mentioned 499 

Bruce, .     Mentioned 29 

Bruce,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 463 

Bruce,  Sanders  D.     Mentioned 21 

Brumby,  G.  McD.     Mentioned 801 

Bruner,  Peter  S.    Mentioned 452 

Brush,  William  W.     Mentioned 24,25 

Bryan,  William  T.    Mentioned 216,586,591 

Bryant,  J.  H.    Mentioned 390 

Bryant,  John  B.    Mentioned 914,952 

Bryant,  J.  P.    Mentioned 965 

Bucey ,  A.  J.     Mentioned 740 

Buchanan,  A.  H.     Mentioned 671 

Buchanan,  H.     Mentioned 826,836 

Buchanan,  John  B.     Mentioned 162, 163 

Buchanan,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 834 

Buck,  Irving  A.     Mentioned 850 

Buckley,  Harvey  M. 

Mentioned 37,39,235 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Kimbrough's  Mill,  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.,  Dec.  6,  1862.        34 

Buckmar,  Frank  W.     Mentioned 217,  457,  579, 597 

Buckner,  Mr.    Mentioned 788 

Buckner,  Allen. 

Mentioned 176,321 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 326 

Buckner,  John  A.      Mentioned  766,  785,  787 

Buell,  Don  Carlos.     Mentioned 543,561 

Buell,  George  P. 

Mentioned 180,212,246,468-472,486,490 

Reports  of 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27,  1862 480 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.    Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 480,481 

Buford,  Abraham. 

Mentioned 654,  661, 663, 664, 674, 681, 914,  925, 940, 944, 968 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        970 

Buford,  Louis  M.    Mentioned 452 

Bullen,  H.  W.     Mentioned 895 

Bullion,  Hardee  J.     Mentioned 851,974 

Bullitt,  W.  A.     Mentioned 468,489 

Bumpus,  James  I.    Mentioned 439 

Bunce,  Charles.    Mentioned 272 

Bunch,  A.  M.     Mentioned     677,745 

Bunch,  J.  W.  H.     Mentioned ' 977 

Bunn,  H.  G. 

Mentioned 660 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 951 

Burch,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 601 

Burcher,  John.     Mentioned 872 

Burford,  E.  S.     Mentioned 958,960,980,982 

Burford,  R.  A.     Mentioned 713,719,720 

Burgess,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 382 

Burke,  C.  C.     Mentioned 817 

Burke,  John.     Mentioned , 770 
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Burke,  John  P.    Mentioned 250 

Burke,  Joseph  W. 

Mentioned 174  198, 223, 442, 628, 651 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  22, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        654 

Burkesville,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  8,  1862 1 

Burkesville  Road,  Ky.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  25,  1862.    See  Greenes  Chapel, 
Ky. 

Burkett,  Evander.    Mentioned 973 

Burkett,  James  W.     Mentioned 957 

Burkhalter,  W.  H.     Mentioned 977 

Burks,  John  C.     Mentioned 660, 680, 774, 914, 927, 929, 932, 934 

Burnley,  George  B.    Mentioned 679,828 

Burns,  A.  P.     Mentioned 979 

Burns,  G.  H.     Mentioned 338 

Burns,  Thomas.    Mentioned 382 

Burrus,  Pletcher  R.     Mentioned 806 

Burton,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 139 

Burtwell,  J.  R.  B.     Mentioned 755, 756, 758 

Bush,  Asahel  K. 

Mentioned 177,237,238,242,351-353,358,409 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         354 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 159 

Butler,  B.  J.     Mentioned , 708 

Butler,  C.  P.     Mentioned 332 

Butler,  J.  R.    Mentioned 661,970 

Butler,  J.  S.     Mentioned 150 

Butler,  W.  R.     Mentioned 659,804,806,807 

Butterfield,  John.    Mentioned 505,510 

Byram,  J.  C.    Mentioned 567 

Byrd,  Private.    Mentioned 851, 905 

Byrd,  J.  M.     Mentioned 978 

Byrd,  Robert  K.    Mentioned 178,409,417-419 

Byrne,  E.  P.     Mentioned 784 

Byrne,  W.  J.     Mentioned 836 

Cahill,  James  B.     Mentioned 179 

Cain,  Daniel  L.     Mentioned 480 

Caldwell,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 163 

Caldvrell,  James  N. 

Mentioned 177,203,380,382,394,397 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 403 

Caldwell,  Thomas.     Mentioned 974 

Calhoun,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  25,1862 1 

Calhoun,  A.  T.     Mentioned 841 

Callanan,  Patrick.     Mentioned 974 

Calloway,  J.  W.    Mentioned 965 

Cameron,  D.  C.     Mentioned 957 

Cameron,  P.  J.    Mentioned 660,849,859,868 

Cameron,  J.  P. 

Mentioned 660,851,900.906 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 905 

Cameron,  William  N.    Mentioned 869 
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Camp,  J.  L. 

Mentioned G60,935 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  'S^l,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 933 

Campbell,  Archibald  P.     Mentioned 88-90,92,93 

Campbell,  C.  D.     Mentioned 340 

Campbell,  George  T.     Mentioned 119 

Campbell,  J.  A.     Mentioned 258 

Campbell,  John.     Mentioned 974 

Campbell,  John  "W.    Mentioned 764 

Campbell,  T.  C.     Mentioned 676,720 

Campbell,  Thomas  C.    Mentioned 556 

Campbell,  William.     Mentioned 97I 

Campbell,  W.  P.     Mentioned 949 

Candiere,  Joseph.    Mentioned 20 

Canfield,  Silas  S.    Mentioned 438 

Cannon,  J.     Mentioned 977 

Capell,  Oliver  P.    Mentioned 217 

Capps,  John.    Mentioned 975 

Carey,  Michael.     Mentioned 975 

Carey,  Oliver  H.  P.    Mentioned 149 

Carlin,  Walter  E.     Mentioned 283 

Carlin,  William  P. 

Mentioned 121,163,175,193, 

198,  200,  203,  205,  208,  226, 236, 237, 253, 262-264, 268, 269, 284-288, 293, 306 
Reports  of 

Clarksville,  Tenn.    Reconnaissance  toward,  Nov.  15-20,  1862 9,10 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  27,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  dur- 
ing       279 

Carlton,  C.  H.    Mentioned 845,853 

Carnes,  W.  W.     Mentioned 708,721,722 

Carney,  Patrick.    Mentioned 278 

Carpenter,  Arthur  B.    Mentioned 406 

Carpenter,  Frederick  F.    Mentioned 216,586,591 

Carpenter,  G.  S.    Mentioned 398,403 

Carpenter,  Nathan  A,    Mentioned 616 

Carpenter,  Stephen  D.    Mentioned 177, 199, 203, 216, 380, 382, 394-398, 405 

Carpenter,  Stephen  J.    Mentioned 175, 216, 236, 237, 265, 268, 286, 287, 290 

Carpenter,  Thomas.    Mentioned 403 

Carpenter,  William  M.    Mentioned 381 

Carr,  Alonzo.    Mentioned 598 

Carr,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 179 

Carrington,  W.  C.    Mentioned 946 

Carroll,  William  B.    Mentioned 24, 41, 48, 139, 140, 178, 656 

Carson,  C.  F.    Mentioned 851,902 

Carson,  L.  E.    Mentioned 387 

Carter,  James  B.    Mentioned 661 

Carter,  James  P.  T.     Mentioned 90,92,93 

Carter,  John  C. 

Mentioned 658,704,710,711,713,716 

Report  of  brittle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 718 

Carter,  Julius  M.    Mentioned 629 

Carter,  L  D.     Mentioned 429 

Carter,  Samuel  P. 

Mentioned 86,87,93,95,98,103,123,125,129,130,160 

Report  of  Carter's  Raid,  Dec.  20, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863 88 
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Carter,  Y/'illiam  L.     Mentioned 20 

Carter's  Depot,  Tenn.     Capture  of,  Dec.  30,  18G2.     See 
Dec.  20,  1862- Jan.  5,  1863.  Carter's  Raid,     Reports  of 

Carter,  Samuel  P.  Walker,  Charles  J.  Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Carter  s  Raid.     Dec.  20.  1862-Jan.  5, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Abingdon,  Va.,  Telegraph  Operator  at 98 

Army  Headquarters 87 

Baldwin,  William  W 113 

Clay,  E.  F 108,109 

Davies,  T.  W.  W 108 

Davis,  Jefferson «^ 103 

Dodamead,  T 105,110 

Glenn,  W.  G 113 

Hammond,  E.. 112 

Jeffress,  W.  C* 105 

Johnson,  Thomas 109 

Jones,  Samuel 110 

Larmer,  S.  P 96,103 

Marshall,  Humphrey 105-108,110,111,114,119,126 

Minor,  W.  S 98,110 

Slemp,  Campbell 108,109,111 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 103 

Williams,  John  T 113 

Wright,  Horatio  G 87 

Reports  of 

Baldwin,  William  W 123 

Carter,  Samuel  P 88 

Clay,  E.  F 120 

Duncan,  H.  H 122 

Dunn,  Isaac  B 128 

Giltner,  H.  L 118 

Hawkins,  Hiram 125 

Jones,  Samuel 95 

Marshall,  Humphrey 95, 103 

Slemp,  Campbell 126 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 94 

Walker,  Charles  J 93 

Wright,  Horatio  G.. 86,87 

Sketches 97 

Cartmell,  S.  M.    Mentioned 147 

Carthage  Road,  Tenn.    Skirmishes  on  the,  Nov.  28,  1862. 

Communications  from  Samuel  Hill 25 

Congratulatory  orders.    Rosecrans 26 

Reports  of  John  M.  Harlan 23,24 

Caruthers,  R.  L.    Mentioned 719 

Case,  A.  B.    Mentioned ^ 506 

Case,  Charles  R.    Mentioned 452 

Casey,  John.    Mentioned 957 

Casey,  Thomas  S. 

Mentioned 180,484,542,544,553 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 550 

Casey,  T.  O.     Mentioned 479 

Caspares,  J.  B.    Mentioned 274 
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Cassil,  Alexander.     Mentioned 180, 501, 503, 505, 513-515 

Cassilly,  William  B.     Mentioned 178,421,422,430 

Casterline,  W.  M.     Mentioned 495 

Caston,  Isaac  L.     Mentioned 974 

Caswell,  Walter.    Mentioned 284,286 

Caton,  Milo.     Mentioned  , 438 

Caudill,  Ben.  E.     Mentioned 116 

Cavanaugh,  W.  C.     Mentioned 692 

Cawthon,  L.  P.    Mentioned 978 

Cenas,  B.  C.     Mentioned 677 

Chadbourne,  Alexander  S.     Mentioned 361 

Chaddick,  Richard  R.     Mentioned 976 

Chalaron,  J.  A.     Mentioned 803,804,826,837 

Chalmers,  James  R.     Mentioned .  186, 552, 658, 670, 674, 677, 689-691, 693-696, 707, 710, 
711,  714,  715, 718,  719, 732, 753, 754, 756,  757, 760, 762,  763,  765, 768, 777, 838 

Chamberlain,  D.  C.    Mentioned .* 915 

Chambers,  F.  M.     Mentioned 975 

Chambers,  Richard  S.     Mentioned 216,387 

Chambers,  Thomas  F.    Mentioned 203, 506, 509 

Chambliss,  W.  R.     Mentioned 814 

Chandler,  George.     Mentioned 361 

Chandler,  George  W.     Mentioned  203,357,361 

Chandler,  John  L.     Mentioned 794,800 

Chandler,  Knowlton  H.     Mentioned 215 

Chandler,  William  P. 

Mentioned 21,175,286,289 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         293 

Chaney,  W.  W.    Mentioned 851,974 

Chapin,  Alfred  R. 

Mentioned 177,383 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 .389 

Chapman,  A.  S.    Mentioned 31 

Chapman,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 48,139,140,178 

Chappell,  R.  B.     Mentioned 344 

Charlton,  R. 

Mentioned 660,851,900 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  27, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         906 

Charter,  Steamer.     Mentioned 982,983 

Chase,  Salmon  P.     Mentioned 159 

Chase,  Samuel  B.     Mentioned 365 

Cheatham,  B.  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 684,700 

McCown,  JohnP 918,922 

Polk,  Leonidas 702 

Smith,  Preston 750 

Mentioned 63^ 

255,  257,  349, 440, 587, 658, 664, 672, 674, 676, 677, 685-687, 689, 692, 693, 695, 
698-702,  709,  710, 712, 717,  725, 730,  734, 735, 740, 744, 750, 753-755,  773, 775, 
784,  844,  846, 852,  853,  856, 862, 898, 906, 913, 916-919, 921, 926, 940, 941, 985 
Reports  of 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 708 

Stone's  River  Cami)aign.    Operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  4, 1863,  during.      704 
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Cheatham,  J.  A.    Mentioned „ 708 

Cheatham,  M.     Mentioned 915 

Chenault,  D.  "W.     Mentioned 66,148,157 

Cheney,  S.  F.     Mentioned 435 

Chenoweth,  J.  Q.    Mentioned 971 

Cherokee  Station,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  12,  1862.     See  Tuscumbia,  Ala. 
Reconnaissance  toward,  Dec.  9-14, 1863 

Cherry,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 851, 902 

Chester,  Dean  R.     Mentioned 361 

Chester,  John. 

Mentioned 658,704,710,711.713,715,716 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 719 

Child,  Stephen.    Mentioned 518 

Chilton,  John  L. 

Mentioned 547, 548 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jau.  3. 1863 549 

Chilton,  Lafayette.     Mentioned , 978 

Chipley,  S.  F.     Mentioaed 828 

Chivas,  Robert  J.     Mentioned 365 

Choat,  Ocean  C.     Mentioned 851, 974 

Choate,  William  A.     Mentioned 444 

Chotard,  Charles.     Mentioned 788 

Christian,  John.     Mentioned 297 

Christian,  S.  P.     Mentioned 774,966,970 

Christophel,  Jacob.     Mentioned 216,505,514,515 

Church,  Josiah  W.     Mentioned 179,242,443,653 

Churchill,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 957 

Cist,  Henry  M.     Mentioned • 435 

Claiborne,  Thomas.     Mentioned 779 

Clare,  William.     Mentioned 671,906 

Clark,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 22 

Clark,  Edwin.    Mentioned 985,986 

Clark,  Frank.     Mentioned 266 

Clark,  Haymond  W.    Mentioned 315 

Clark,  Homer  H.     Mentioned 244 

Clark,  James  W.    Mentioned 914,979 

Clark,  John.    Mentioned 609,610 

Clark,  John  N.     Mentioned 534 

Clark,  M.  L.     Mentioned 671 

Clark,  O.  A.     Mentioned 28,29 

Clark,  Silas.     Mentioned 586 

Clark,  Thomas.     Mentioned 975 

Clark,  W.  D.     Mentioned 975 

Clarke,  William.     Mentioned 878 

Clarke,  W.  L.     Mentioned 834 

Clarkson,  John  N. 

Mentioned 32 

Report  of  capture  of  transports^  and  skirmishes  near  Prestonburg,  Ky., 

Dec.  4-5,1862 32 

Clarksville,  Tenn. 

Expedition  to,  Nov.  28-30,  1862.      See  Edgefield,  Tenn.     Expedition  /rout, 
Nov.  26-Dec.  1,  1862. 
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Clarksville,  Tenn. — Continued. 

Reconnaissance  toward,  Nov.  15-20,  1862. 

Congratulatory  order.     Eosecrans =  ...  ..o-,.  .,.„,..„.......„ .    ,„^.        lo 

Reports  of 

Carlin,  William  P „ 9^  XO 

McKee,  David 10 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  25,1862 2 

Clary,  M.  V.     Mentioned C80 

Claspbell,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 500 

Clay,  E.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 108. 109 

Mentioned 97, 98, 101, 105, 108, 109,  111,  116, 117, 119, 120, 122, 127-129 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  1,  1863,  during  Carter's  Raid 120 

Claybrooke,  F. 

Mentioned 659, 814, 822 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 821 

Clayton,  J.  M.     Mentioned 801 

Clayton,  Nathaniel  D.     Mentioned 679,828 

Cleavland,  J.  W.     Mentioned 71 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R. 
Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 684 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R  888 

Liddell,  St.  John  R 862,865 

Mentioned 78,197,660,664,668,670, 

672-674, 679, 680, 682, 683,  686,  687, 699,  706,  707, 772-780,  782,  854,  856, 860^ 
874,  875,  878-881, 891,  894,  895, 898-900, 909, 912, 915, 916,  919, 922, 941,  947 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863  843 

Clegg,  B.  L.     Mentioned 851,860 

Clemens,  James.     Mentioned 973 

Clements,  Robert. 

Mentioned 182,244 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 249 

Clifford,  John  C.     Mentioned 478 

Clifton,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Jan.  10,  1863 3 

Cline,  P.  F.     Mentioned 284 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Garrison  Equipage.     Supplies  of,  etc.     See  Munitions 
of  War. 

Cloud,  T.  N.     Mentioned 973 

Cluke,  R.  S.     Mentioned 66,148,157 

Cluskey,  M.  W.     Mentioned 744,745.749 

Coalson,  R.  E.     Mentioned 977 

Cobb,  F.  D.    Mentioned 547,548 

Cobb,  James  W.    Mentioned 976 

Cobb,  Robert. 

Mentioned 66,68,70,659,803,826 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        836 

Coburn,  Millard  B.     Mentioned 365 

Cochran,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 410 

Cockerill,  Armistead  T.  M. 

Mentioned , 181,563,571 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 571 

Cockerill,  Daniel  T.     Mentioned 181, 240, 242, 455-457, 521, 522, 546, 553 
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Cockfield,  C.  W.     Mentioned 977 

Cockrill,  E.     Mentioned... 736,737 

Cockrill,  James  M.     Mentioned 722 

Cody,  Button  G.     Mentioned 308,311,314,315 

Coe,  TV.  W.     Mentioned 974 

Coflfenberry,  Nathan  L.     Mentioned 600 

Coffin,  .     Mentioned 422 

Coffin,  F.  T.     Mentioned 622 

Coffin,  Griffin  A.     Mentioned 331 

CofFman,  James  H.     Mentioned 163 

Cohen,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 606 

Coker,  A.  Z.     Mentioned 976 

Coker,  J.  F.     Mentioned 973 

Colburn,  Frederick.     Mentioned 204, 357 

Colburn,  "W.  S.     Mentioned 974 

Cole,  L.  A.     Mentioned 547 

Cole,  Peter  H.     Mentioned 676,706,745,746 

Cole,  S.  B.     Mentioned 680,851,869 

Coleman,  Daniel.     Mentioned 680,783,788,900 

Coleman,  David.     Mentioned 976 

Coleman,  F.  W.     Mentioned 895,906 

Coleman,  J.  P.     Mentioned 837 

Coleman,  "William  L.     Mentioned 499 

Colescott,  William  H.     Mentioned 508 

Collier,  Daniel  R. 

Mentioned 180,468,487,489 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 488, 490 

Collier,  H.  A.     Mentioned 479 

Collier,  H.  C.     Mentioned 781,851,860 

Collins,  Henry  E.     Mentioned 178 

Collins,  Huston.     Mentioned 160 

Collins,  J.  L.     Mentioned 975 

Collins,  Joseph  P. 

Mentioned 17,176,321,322,335 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         327 

Collins,  Wesley.     Mentioned 978 

Colquitt,  John  W.    Mentioned 660,851,854 

Coltart,  J.  G.     Mentioned 658, 687, 691, 696, 706, 755,  757,  838 

Colver,  Elisha  M.     Mentioned 643 

Comfort,  Aaron  J.     Mentioned 222, 650 

Comparet,  John  M.     Mentioned 496 

Condit,  Timothy  L.     Mentioned .  216,619,640 

Conduct  of  the  War.     See  Flag  of  Truce.    Violation  of,  near  Nashville,  Tenn., 

Dec.  15-16, 1862. 
Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.     Returns  of. 

Hartsville,  Tenn.    Action  at,  Dec.  7, 1862 65 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 674- 

681,693,779-781,840 
Mentioned.*     (Regulars.) 

CsLY alTj— Regiments :  1st,  16,329,661,773,966,969;  3d,  14,75,233,661, 
966;  8  th,  661,958. 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.    See  note,  p.  233. 
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Confederate  Troops — Continued. 

Mentioned.     (Regulars.) 

Infantry— /?e5r/Vne/7fs :  3d,  371,660,680,851,898,905,  907;  5th,  660,680, 
776,  846, 851-853,  877, 887, 979. 

For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 

Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Tennessee,  Army  of 658- 

661, 674,  675, 693, 709, 780, 799, 807, 814,  829, 840 
>w.ongress,  C.  S.     Act  of,  Oct.  13,  1862,  authorizing  medals  and  badges  of  dis- 
tinction     972 

Conley ,  John  L.     Mentioned 977 

Connally,  R.  A.     Mentioned 720 

Connell,  John  M.     Mentioned 178 

Connell,  Mike.     Mentioned 853 

Constant,  Francis  M.    Mentioned 505 

Constantine,  F.  L.     Mentioned 976 

Cook,  Orderly.     Mentioned 258 

Cook,  Alexander.    Mentioned 979 

Cook,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 410 

Cook,  E.  C.     Mentioned „ 807 

Cook,  Ed.  C.     Mentioned 659,804 

Cook,  G.    Mentioned 970 

Cook,  George.     Mentioned 721 

Cook,  James  F.     Mentioned 541 

Cook,  T.  G.     Mentioned 718 

Cook,  T,  M.     Mentioned 284 

Cooney,  Peter  P.     Mentioned 612 

Cooper,  H.  M.     Mentioned 962 

Cooper,  Joseph  A. 

Correspondence  with  Daniel  McCook 419 

Mentioned 178,418,419 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Cox's  Hill,  Tenn.,  Jan.  3,  1863 419 

Cooper,  Samuel.    Mentioned 685,972 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office,  C  S.  A. 

Cooper,  William  M,     Mentioned 351 

Copeland,  Private.     Mentioned 969 

Copeland,  S.  J.     Mentioned 839 

Copiley ,  James  W.     Mentioned 963 

Coppage,  W.  O.     Mentioned 975 

Corbett,  C.  C.     Mentioned 156 

Corbin,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 443 

Corbus,  John  C.     Mentioned 272 

Corcoran,  Dennis.     Mentioned 957 

Corey,  John  M.     Mentioned 308 

Corley,  W.  W.     Mentioned 979 

Corn,  G.  W.     Mentioned 977 

Cosner,  Alfred.     Mentioned 478 

Costen,  G.  W.     Mentioned 977 

Cotrel,  J.  H.     Mentioned 973 

Gotten, .     Mentioned 949 

Cotter,H.  W.     Mentioned 713,718 

Cotter,  William  A. 

Mentioned 660 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863  ......  953 

Cotton,  George  T.     Mentioned , 216,546,556 

Coulter,  S.  L.    Mentioned 506 
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Counseller,  Leonard.    Mentioned 216 

Courts  of  Inquiry.     Case  of  John  McClenahan 317 

Covington,  B.  R.     Mentioned 973 

Cowan,  C.  W.     Mentioned 92 

Cowen,  D.  D.  T.     Mentioned 179 

Cox,  Jacob  D,     Mentioned 8 

Cox,  James  E.     Mentioned 532 

Cox,  Jerome  B. 

Mentioned 180,204,240-242,455,456,474,475,494 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 477 

Cox,  Jesse  J. 

Mentioned 659,838,839 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 840,841 

Cox,  John  T.     Mentioned 661,966,968,969 

Cox,  T.  J.     Mentioned 978 

Cox,  "Wade  B.     Mentioned 217 

Cox,  William  H.     Mentioned 478 

Cox's  Hill,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Jan.  3,  1863. 

Casualties.     Union  Troojis.     Returns  of.    See  Stone^a  River  Campaign. 
Reports  of 

Cooper,  Joseph  A 419 

McCook,  Daniel 445 

See  also 

Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  Biver  Campaign.     Reports  of 

Buford,  Abraham.  Rosecrans,  "W.  S.  "Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Eldridge,  Lansingh  B.  "Webb,  J.  D.  Zahm,  Lewis. 

Mauldin,  T.  H. 

Coy le,  Demetrius  B.     Mentioned 216,586,591 

Crable,  John.    Mentioned 410,414,415 

Craddock,  James  W.    Mentioned , 145, 147 

Craddock,  Jesse  J.  -  Mentioned 392 

Craig,  W.  D.  L.  F.     Mentioned 929,931 

Craighead,  Pinkney.     Mentioned 978 

Cram,  George  H. 

Mentioned 181,586-588 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 590 

Cram,  "W.  J.     Mentioned 586 

Crane,  John  H.     Mentioned 975 

Cranor,  Jonathan. 

Mentioned 8 

Report  of  capture  of  transports,  and  skirmishes  near  Prestonburg,  Ky., 

Dec.  4-5,  1862 31 

Crawhorn,  Milton.    Mentioned 412 

Creel,  Jeptha.     Mentioned 976 

Creighton,  J.  R.  J.     Mentioned 658,677,743,745 

Crenshaw,  James  D.    Mentioned 852,978 

Cribbs,  Harvey  H. 

Mentioned 659 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 842 

Cris-well,  William  H.     Mentioned 553 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L. 

Assignments  to  command 3 

Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Rosecrans 85 

Mentioned.  16, 180, 184, 189-193, 195, 196, 198,201-203,205,206,211,215,218,224,228, 
229, 234, 239, 249, 255, 264, 265, 295, 296, 346, 359, 372, 374, 396, 402, 406-408, 
415, 433, 455, 459,  464, 467,  471, 472, 502, 535,  574-576, 597, 617,  626, 670, 689 
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Crittenden,  Thomas  L. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Dobbins'  Ferry,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  9,  1862 73 

Flag  of  truce.     Violation  of,  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  15-16, 1862..        80 

Jefferson  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,1862 447 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  26-27,  1862 446, 447 

Murfreesborough  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  1862 447 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Capture  of  courier  station  on,  Nov.  12,  1862 9 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  dur- 
ing        448 

Critz,  J.  M.     Mentioned 31 

Crockett,  Dandridge  S.     Mentioned 65, 71 

Crofton,  Robert  E.  A. 

Mentioned 177,204,397,402 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 401 

Crook,  Walter.     Mentioned 440 

Crook,  "W.J.     Mentioned 745,747 

Cross,  R.  G.     Mentioned 852 

Crosthwait,  F.  B.     Mentioned 679,822 

Crouch,  N.  A.     Mentioned 72 

Crow,  George  R.    Mentioned 541 

CroTvder,  John  A.     Mentioned 678, 977 

Crowe,  John.     Mentioned 610 

Croxton,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 518 

Croxton,  John  T.     Mentioned 48,137,139,140,178 

Crozier,  James  H.     Mentioned 315 

Crozier,  William  C.     Mentioned 147 

Cruft,  Charles. 

Mentioned 180,194,198,201,202,212,446, 

454, 494,  515-520,  524, 531, 535-538,  540, 543, 544,  548,  555,  556,  560, 579, 627 
Reports  of 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 531 

Stone's  River    Campaign.     Operations,   Dec.   26,    1862-Jan.   3,    1863, 

during 525 

CuUen,  Matthew.    Mentioned 216 

CuUen,  Robert.     Mentioned 440 

Cumberland,  Army  of  the. 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  December  31,  183:  No.  20,  188. 
Orders.  General,  series  1863:  No.  1,  187 ;  No.  55,  317. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1862 :  No.  22,  12. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863 — Brigades  (Spears') :  No.  8,  419. 
Orders,  Special,  Field,  series  1862:  No.  5,  26. 
Cumberland,  Department  of  the. 

Orders,  general  and  special.     See  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Pioneer  Brigade.     See  Union  Troops. 
Cumberland  River,  Tenn. 

Reconnaissance  to  the  shoals  of,  Jan.  13-19, 1863.     See  Nashville,  Tenn.    Re- 
connaissance  from,  Jan.  13-19,  1863. 

Skirmish  on  the,  Nov.  8,  1862  1 

Cumming,  J.  B.    Mentioned 839 

Cummings,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned 150 

Cummings,  John  P.     Mentioned - 628 

Cummins,  David.     Mentioned 513 

Cummins,  John  B. 

Mentioned 181 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 616 
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Cunningham,  John.    Mentioned ....o.- 410 

Cunningham,  P.  D.     Mentioned 659,078,804,809 

Cunningham,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 422 

Cunningham,  Scott.     Mentioned 656 

Cupp,  Valentine.     Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26-Jau.  1,  1863,  during  Stone's 

River  Campaign   639 

Curd,  Henry  M.     Mentioned 826,836 

Curd,  John  H.     Mentioned 851,974 

Curry,  G.  W.     Mentioned 977 

Curry,  W.  B.     Mentioned 973 

Curtis,  Alfred.     Mentioned 406 

Curtis,  James.     Mentioned , 199 

Cushenberry ,  J.  O.     Mentioned 97  5 

Cushing,  Harry  C.     Mentioned 457,518,525,560 

Cutler,  John.     Mentioned 332 

Dabbs,  William.     Mentioned 976 

Dailey,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 266 

Damas,  Orderly.     Mentioned 381 

Dancer,  Joseph.     Mentioned 600 

Daniel,  Charles  P. 

Mentioned 659 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 840 

Dansby,  John.     Mentioned 973 

Darden,  Putnam. 

Mentioned 660,875,876,878,897,901,976 

Reports  of 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31 ,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 896 

Stone's    River  Campaign.     Operations,    Dec.    26,    1862-Jan.  5,  1863, 

during 894 

Darragh,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 783,788 

Darrovr,  Russel  T.     Mentioned 148 

Davidson,  George  S. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 105 

Mentioned ., 130 

Davidson,  Hugh  H.     Mentioned 976 

Davidson,  W.  M.     Mentioned 766 

Davies,  Samuel  W.     Mentioned 344 

Davies,  Thomas  A. 

Mentioned 9 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Garrettsburg,  Ky . ,  Nov.  6,  1862 9 

Davies,  T.  W.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 108, 110 

Mentioned 99, 120 

Davis,  Arthur  N.     Mentioned 624, 627 

Davis,  C.     Mentioned 851,902 

Davis,  Edmund.     Mentioned 973 

Davis,  Henry.     Mentioned 444 

Davis,  Henry  "W.     Mentioned 656 

Davis,  H.  H.     Mentioned 905 

Davis  J.  C.    (Major.)     Mentioned '. 878,879 

Davis,  J.  C.    (Sergeant.)     Mentioned. 914,955 

Davis,  Jefferson. 

Correspondence  with 

Polk,  Leonidas , 698 

War  Department,  C.  S 103 

Mentioned 63,103,115,118,682-684,787,972 
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Davis,  Jefferson  C. 

Mentioned 21, 163, 175, 193, 195, 198, 200, 201, 203, 207, 

218, 219,  226, 236, 238, 244, 253-257, 259-261, 268-271, 279, 281, 283, 288, 295, 
300, 302, 303, 310,  311,  319,  321,  323,  325,  328-330, 334,  335, 347,  348,  350,  353, 
355,  357,  360,  368,  370,  372, 451,  456, 471,  472, 504, 548, 583,  649, 687,  920, 922 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign     261 

Davis,  John  R.     Mentioned 661 

Davis,  Moses  "W.     Mentioned 216 

Davis,  M.  T.     Mentioned 385,386 

Davis,  Nelson  H.    Mentioned   2 

Davis,  N.  N.     Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 696 

Davis,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 660,877 

Report   of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 890 

Davis,  S.  T.    Mentioned 336 

Davis,  W.     Mentioned 977 

Davis,  William.     Mentioned 480 

Dawkins,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 556 

Dawkins,  Richard  C.     Mentioned 556 

Dawson,  A.  R.  Z.     Mentioned 175,308,316,317 

Dawson,  James  A.     Mentioned 150 

Dawson,  John  W.     Mentioned 745, 749 

Day,  Roland  G.     Mentioned .305,308 

Dean,  R.  A.     Mentioned ...'. 978 

Deas,  Z.  C.     Mentioned 658,674,677,693,753 

Deatherage,  James.     Mentioned 978 

De  Board,  L.     Mentioned 914 

De  Bruin,  E.  M.     Mentioned 351 

Decker,  Michael.     Mentioned 323 

Deitz,  H.  F.     Mentioned 351 

Deloach,  Melbourn.     Mentioned 973 

Demarest,  Samuel  L.     Mentioned 150 

Denney,  Henry.     Mentioned 656 

Denning,  R.  M.     Mentioned  r 351, 359 

Dennis,   Colonel.     Mentioned 968 

Dennison,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 217,395,398,404 

Denny,  Dennis.     Mentioned 344 

Denton,  A.  B.     Mentioned 404 

Denton,  A.  G.     Mentioned 676 

Department  No.  2.    (Confederate.)     ^cq  Western  DepartmeHi. 

Desch,  John.     Mentioned 250 

Desha,  Joseph.     Mentioned 826,836,975 

Develbliss,  Andrew.     Mentioned 975 

De  Versey ,  N.    Mentioned 279 

Devol,  George  H.     Mentioned 387 

Dewald,  Jacob.    Mentioned 55 

De  "Wolf,  Joseph  E.     Mentioned 355 

De  Wolff,  F.  S.     Mentioned 915 

Dick,  George  F. 

Mentioned 181,597,598,600 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 602 

Dick,  Jacob  C.    Mentioned 603 

Dick,  John.     Mentioned 678,806,809 

Dickerson,  C.  J.     Mentioned 170 
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Dickey,  Frank  W. 

Mentioned o.o..... 149 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Glasgow,  Ky .,  Dec.  24,  1862 150 

Dickins,  J.  W.    Mentioned H52 

Dickinson,  William  H. 

Mentioned 81,82,85,182^622,024,631,654,655 

Report  of  skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  Tenn.,  Jan.  1,  1863 628 

Dickson,  John.     Mentioned 532 

Dickson,  Purley.    Mentioned 500 

Dickson,  S.     Mentioned 292 

Diedtrich,  Henry.     Mentioned „ 547 

Diehl,  Jacob.     Mentioned 571, 573 

Diggs,  W.  F.     Mentioned 977 

Dillard,    Miles  A.     Mentioned 750,978 

Dillon,  John  L.     Mentioned 204,215,281 

Dils,  John,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Horatio  G.  Wright 8 

Mentioned .....32,33 

Reports  of  affair  near  Piketon,  Ky.,  Nov.  5,  1862 7, 8 

D'Isay,  Isaac.     Mentioned 403 

Dissell,  Frank.     Mentioned 217, 342 

Dixon,  George.     Mentioned 853 

Dixon,  J.  K.     Mentioned 850 

Dixon,  M.  H.     Mentioned 978 

Dobbins'  Ferry,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  9,  1862.     Reports  of 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 73 

Woodworth,  M.  C 73 

Dobson,  W.  J.     Mentioned 867 

Dodamead,  T. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 105, 110 

Mentioned 98,108,110 

Dodd,  E.  S.     Mentioned 247 

Dodge,  Joseph  B. 

Mentioned 17, 18, 176, 200, 202, 208, 257, 295, 297, 298,  319,  326, 331-333. 335 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        318 

Dodson,  W.  E.     Mentioned 851,904 

Dolan,  Private.     Mentioned 219 

Dolan,  John.     (Lieutenant.)     Mentioned 851 

Dolan,  John.     (Sergeant.)     Mentioned 650 

Domer,  William.     Mentioned 222 

Donelson,  Daniel  S. 

Assignments  to  command 3 

Mentioned 658  674, 676, 

689,  690,  693,  694,  704,  705,  707, 709, 717-721, 723,  727, 754, 7,56, 765, 777, 838 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 710 

Donelson,  Samuel.     Mentioned 713 

Donovan,  Daniel.     Mentioned 216, 595 

Doolittle,  W.  E.     Mentioned 851, 907 

Dornbush,  Henry.     Mentioned 343, 344 

Dougan,  J.  S.     Mentioned 955 

Dougherty,  Benjamin  B.     Mentioned 600 

Dougherty,  E.  H.     Mentioned 410 

Doughty,  B.  F.     Mentioned ^  ^  ^  ^ 858 


1024  INDEX. 

Page. 

Doughty,  J.  T.,  or  J.  W.     Mentioned 719 

Douglas,  James  P. 

Mentioned 660,912,925,926,929 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 936 

Douglass,  Arad  J.     Mentioned 351 

Douglass,  De  "Witt  C.     Mentioned 661,958 

Douglass,  Henry.     Mentioned 395,398,399,403 

Douglass,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 535 

Douglass,  J.  H.     Mentioned 276 

Douglass,  John  M.     Mentioned 806 

Douglass,  Thomas  E.     Mentioned 316 

Douglass,  "W.  C.     Mentioned 681 

Douglass,  William  F. 

Mentioned 660 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 867 

Dove,  James  H.     Mentioned 973 

Downey,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned ,  323, 336 

Downey,  William  A.     Mentioned 469, 482 

Downing,  D.  C.     Mentioned .'.  586, 591 

Downing,  J.  B.     Mentioned 766 

Downs,  Noah  W.     Mentioned 315 

Dowty,  E.  W.     Mentioned 976 

Doyle,  Peter.     Mentioned 215, 505, 510 

Draeger,  August.     Mentioned 571, 573 

Drake,  Henry  T.     Mentioned 365 

Drake,  Levi.     Mentioned 175,216,258,305,307 

Drane,  Joseph  T.     Mentioned 557 

Dresser,  Jasper  M.     Mentioned 600 

Drummond,  B.    Mentioned 976 

Druvot,  F.     Mentioned 975 

Dryden,  Isaac  N.     Mentioned 57  i ,  573 

Du  Barry,  H.  B.     Mentioned 390 

Dubois,  Joseph  N.     Mentioned 308, 316 

Ducat,  Arthur  C.     For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  W.  S.  Eos(cran8. 

Dudley,  Isham  T.    Mentioned 828 

Dudley,  Thomas  R.     Mentioned 629 

DufBcy,  John  P.     Mentioned 610 

Duffie,  M.  M.     Mentioned 852 

Duffy,  George  F.     Mentioned 976 

Duggan.  Martin.     Mentioned 973 

Duggar,  E.  H.     Mentioned 872 

Duke,  Basil  W.     Mentioned 15, 56, 65-67, 72, 133, 134, 139, 148, 154-158 

Duke,  J.  P.     Mentioned 563 

Dulin,  J.  M.     Mentioned 857,859.861 

Dumas,  Reuben.     Mentioned » 973 

Dumont,  E.     Mentioned 40, 43  55, 58 

Duncan,  B.  F.    Mentioned 119 

Duncan,  Charles  T.     Mentioned 417 

Duncan,  H.  H.     Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29-30, 1862,  during  Carter's  Raid..       129 

Duncan,  J.  C.     Mentioned 99, 103 

Duncan,  J.  K.     Mentioned 671 

Duncan,  R.  A.     Mentioned 845 

Duncan,  S.  P.     Mentioned 119 

Dunlap,  A.     Mentioned o 331 
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Dnnlop,  J.  B.    Mentioned 661 

Dunn,  Ambrose  C.    Mentioned 100, 125 

Dunn,  Daniel.     Mentioned 975 

Dunn,  David  M.     Mentioned 176, 295,  319, 322, 328-330 

Dunn,  Isaac  B. 

Mentioned 103,112,115,121,122 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29, 1862-Jau.  1, 1863,  during  Carter's  Raid 128 

Dunn,  N.  P.     Mentioned 331 

Dunn,  Robert.    Mentioned 679, 828 

Dunv/oody,  James  A.     Mentioned 179 

Dutcher,  Edward  F.     Mentioned 271, 276 

Dyer,  "W.  E.    Mentioned 915 

Dykeman,  Newton  L.     Mentioned 398, 402 

Dysart,  Alexander  P. 

Mentioned 176,319,322 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         324 

Eagle,  J.  H.     Mentioned 974 

Basley,  S.  L.    Mentioned 979 

Easley,  T.  H.    Mentioned 92 

Eason,  J.  W.    Mentioned 681,839 

East,  Calvin.     Mentioned 680,851,869 

Eastin,  George  B.     Mentioned 154, 158 

East  Tennessee. 

Carter's  Raid  into,  Dec.  20, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863.     See  Carter's  Eaid. 
Expedition  into,  Dec.  24,  1862-Jan.  1,  1863. 

Communica4;ions  from  H.  B.  Wilson 161 

Reports  of 

Brown,  John  M 159 

Foley,  James  L.,  Dec.  25-28, 1862 162 

Operations  in,  Nov.  1, 1862-Jan.  20, 1863.     See 
Dec.  20, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863.     Carter's  Raid. 
24, 1862-Jan.  1, 1863.     Expedition  into. 
East  Tennessee,  Department  of.    (Confederate.) 

Bragg's  command  extended  over  troops  in 1 

Donelson,  D.  S. ,  assigned  to  command,  vice  Heth 3 

Smith,  E.  Kirby,  resumes  command 2 

Echelberry,  Lewellyn.     Mentioned 500 

Ector,  M.  D. 

Correspondence  with  John  P.  McCown 923 

Mentioned 660,680,681 

773-775,  780,  868, 912-916, 918, 919,  922-924,  935, 941, 944, 946, 947, 952, 955 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 926 

Ector,  Wiley  B.     Mentioned 930 

Eddins,  W.  P.     Mentioned 853 

Edgarton,  Warren  P. 

Mentioned  176,203,235,236,242,257,303,320 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        299 

Edgefield,  Tenn.     Expedition  from,  Nov.  26-Dec.  1, 1862.     Report  of  James  S. 

McClelland 21 

Edsall,  E.  P.     Mentioned 323 

Edson,  Theodore.     Mentioned 199, 414 

Edwards,  John  H.     Mentioned 978 
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EdTvarda,  M.  C.     Mentioned 677 

Egan,  George.     Mentioned 37 

Egan,  "William.     Mentioned 382 

Egbert,  L.  J.     Mentioned 606 

Ehlers,  Thomas  E.    Mentioned 513 

Ehrler,  Francis. 

Mentioned ,...   176,351,368 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  24,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 

IJaign 367 

Eilands,  J.  N.     Mentioned 973 

Elder,  P.     Mentioned 862,886,887 

Eldridge,  Lansingh  B. 

Mentioned 625, 626, 629 

Report  of  operations,  Jan.  1-3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Campaign 6.30 

Elkin,  Thomas.     Mentioned 976 

Elizabethtown,  Ky.     Capture  of  Union  forces  at,  Dec.  27,  1862.     Communi- 
cations from  H.  S.  Smith 156 

See  also  reports  of  John  H,  Morgan,  pp.  153, 154. 
Elliott,  George  F. 

Mentioned 178,435 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863 430 

Elliott,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 460* 

Elliott,  RiohardH.     Mentioned 976: 

Elliott,  William  N.     Mentioned 423 

Ellis,  Ephraim  J.     Mentioned 177,383,384 

Ellis,  Jesse.     Mentioned 606. 

Ellis,  Towson.     Mentioned 671 

Ellis,  William.     Mentioned 968 

Ellison,  Samuel.     Mentioued 973 

EllsTvorth,  Alban  A. 

Mentioned 178,239,410,414,433 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         411 

Elmore,  Riverous  P.     Mentioned 365 

Elmore,  V.  M.     Mentioned 960 

Eltsner,  W.  H.     Mentioned 946 

EI3'',  John  H.     Mentioned 385 

Ely,  John  J.     Mentioned 179 

Ely,  Robert.     Mentioned 600/ 

Embree,  James  T. 

Mentioned 180,  482: 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 486 

Emerson,  C.  S.     Mentioned 851, 861 

Emery,  Orderly.     Mentioned 381 

Enyart,  David  A. 

Mentioned  180,202,526,527,529,530 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jau.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        535 

Erdelmeyer,  Frank. 

Mentioned 175,295,304,308 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         311 

Erskine,  J.  H.     Mentioned 850 

Ervin,  David.     Mentioned 382 
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Erwin,  Stanhope  S.     Mentioned 820 

Espy,  T.  P.    Mentioned 973 

Este,  George  P.    Mentioned 139,140,178 

Estep,  George. 

Mentioned 180,240,242,455,456,462,465,475 

Reports  of 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  at,  Dec.  26-27,  1862 475 

Miirfreesborough  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  1862 475 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 475 

Estes,  W.  E.     Mentioned 929,936 

Estes,  William  N.     Mentioned 661,970 

Evans,  D.  H.    Mentioned 479 

Evans,  James  C. 

Mentioned 181,609 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 613 

Evans,  John  G.     Mentioned 613 

Evans,  W.  G.     Mentioned 974 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 657 

Mentioned 657 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G. ,  see  Joseph  E.  Johnston. 

Ewin,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 781,845,852,893,978 

Evring,  Andrew.     Mentioned 671 

E wing,  Hugh.     Mentioned 983 

Ew^ing,  Orville.     Mentioned 813 

Ewing,  Samuel  H.     Mentioned 465,491 

Fagg,  H.  C.     Mentioned 820 

Faidley,  H.  C.     Mentioned 862,886 

Failer,  Benjamin  M.     Mentioned 222 

Fairbanks,  W.  H.     Mentioned 530 

Farquhar,  John  M.     Mentioned 311 

Farrar,  P.  H.,  jr.     Mentioned 658,692,757 

Parrell,  John.     Mentioned 796, 975 

Farris,  John  T.     Mentioned 143, 147 

Farrish,  Orderly.     Mentioned 621 

Farw^ell,  Henry  J.     Mentioned 414, 415 

Faulkner,  John  K.     Mentioned 47, 182 

Feild,  H.  R. 

Mentioned 658,705,7.33,735,736,739 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 736 

Feimly,  M.  C.     Mentioned 274 

Fenton,  Ashbel.     Mentioned 217,427,428 

Ferguson,  Alexander  B.     Mentioned 216, 341 

Ferguson,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned 505,513 

Ferguson,  J.  P.    Mentioned 676 

Ferguson,  J.  S.     Mentioned 974 

Ferguson,  P.  S.     Mentioned 204,272 

Ferrell,  Cuthbert.     Mentioned 978 

Ferriman,  "William.     Mentioned 11 

Ferris,  John  C.     Mentioned 977 

Fessenden,  J.  A.     Mentioned 382 

Petterman,  William  J.     Mentioned 404 

Pidler,  William  H.    Mentioned 143,147 

Fielder,  J.  S.     Mentioned 676 
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Fielding,  Timothy  J.    Mentioned 534 

Figett,  F.  M.     Mentioned 222 

Findlay,  Frank  S.     Mentioned 33 

Finlay,  L.  W.    Mentioned 724,727 

Finney,  Louis  W.     Mentioned I39 

Fish,  W.  S.     Mentioned 204,258 

Fisher,  Henry.     Mentioned , 680 

Fisher,  Horace  N.     Mentioned 255,258,266 

Fisher,  Joseph.     Mentioned 435,440 

Fisher,  Paul.    Mentioned = 404 

Fisk,  S.  "W.     Mentioned 552,659,678,793,794,801 

Fitt,  William  M.    Mentioned 963 

Fitzgerald,  Leonard  O.     Mentioned 217 

Fitzpatrick,  E.  J.    Mentioned 759-761,850,909,910 

Fitzpatrick,  James  B.     Mentioned 852, 977 

Fitzpatrick,  Robert.    Mentioned 855, 856 

Fitzsimmons,  George  W.     Mentioned 322 

Fitz-william,  F.  J.     Mentioned 385 

Flag  of  Truce.    Violation  of,  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  15-16,  1862. 
Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 84 

McCook,  Edward  M 83,84 

Minty,  Robert  H.  G ., 83 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 84,85 

Reports  of 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 80 

Knox,  George  G ..--., 81 

Minty,  Robert  H.  G , 83 

Van  Cleve,  Horatio  P 82 

Flags,  U.  S.     List  of,  captured  at  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862- J  an.  3, 

1863 673 

Flanagan,  W.  R.     Mentioned 976 

Flansburg,  D.     Mentioned 238,353 

Fleckhammer,  Charles,  jr.    Mentioned 342 

Fleish,  M.  L.    Mentioned 937 

Fleming,  John  P.    Mentioned 284,285 

Fletcher,  H.  B.     Mentioned 410 

Fletcher,  J.  G.    Mentioned 852 

Flewellen,  E.  A.     Mentioned 671 

Flinn,  John  M.     Mentioned 509 

Florida  Troops.    Mentioned.* 

Artillery,  L,ight—Battertes :  Robertson's,!  658,  677,  705,  706,  722,  734,743, 

747,  748,751,  752,  754,  758-762,785-787,  803,  813,911,922,925,940,943,956. 

InfantTj— Regiments :  1st,  3d,  659, 679, 811-815 ;  4th,  659, 679, 784, 811-820. 

FloTvers,  Abner.     Mentioned 973 

Flowers,  G.  S.     Mentioned 977 

Flowers,  James.     Mentioned 978 

Floyd  County,  Ky.     Skirmish  in,  Dec.  4,  1862 2 

Floyd,  J.  D.     Mentioned 887 

Floyd,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 107 

Mentioned 7,31,107,130 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.    See  note,  p.  233. 
t  Claimed  also  for  Alabama. 
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Floyd,  Watt.  W. 

Mentioned 660,863-865,873,877,878,977 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 882,885 

Flynn,  G.  W.     Mentioned 292 

Flynn,  Thomas.    Mentioned 216, 427 

Flynt,  George  E.     Mentioned 375 

Foard,  A.  J.     Mentioned 671 

Fogle,  George.     Mentioned 272 

Foley,  James  L. 

Mentioned 87,160,161 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  25-28,  1862,  during  expedition  into  East  Tenn.       162 

Folk,  George  N.    Mentioned 91 

Fondren,  S.  F.     Mentioned 976 

Foote,  Horaces.     Mentioned 3I5 

Foote,  H.  S.,  jro     Mentioned 915 

Foote,  R.  E. 

Correspondence  with  John  P.  McCown 924 

Mentioned 919,940,947,955 

Forbes,  'William.     Mentioned 915 

Force,  H.  C.     Mentioned 671 

Ford,  A.  E.     Mentioned 976 

Ford,  Augustus  C.     Mentioned 534 

Ford,  B.  F.     Mentioned 292 

Ford,  C.  P.     Mentioned 290 

Foreman,  Thomas.    Mentioned , 341 

Forester,  A.  P.     Mentioned .^ 852 

Forman,  James  B.     Mentioned 177,199,216,380,390 

Forman,  J.  L.     Mentioned 351 

Forman,  Joseph  T.     Mentioned 176 

Forrest,  N.  B. 

Mentioned 3,6,64,131,153,657,661,663,672,673,984 

Report  of  action  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  5,  1862 6 

Foster,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 216,560,563 

Foster,  Charles  W.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Horatio  G.  Wright. 

Foster,  Frank,  jr.     Mentioned 851,900,905,907 

Foster,  Joel.     Mentioned 976 

Foster,  Joel  W.     Mentioned 215,495,496 

Foster,  Stephen  M.     Mentioned 852, 978 

Foster,  Z.  D.     Mentioned 851,905 

Foulke,  Evan.     Mentioned 500 

Fonts,  James  E.     Mentioned 215, 384-387 

FoTvler,  Franklin.     Mentioned 978 

Fowler,  Nicholas  M.     Mentioned 317 

Fowler,  W.  P.     Mentioned 973 

Fox,  D.  H.     Mentioned 284,285 

Fox,  John.     Mentioned 217,004 

Fox,  John  G     Mentioned 616 

Fox,  "William.     Mentioned 906 

Frambes,  Granville  A.     Mentioned 598,  600, 605, 606 

Francis,  T.  H.     Mentioned 726 

Frank,  "William.     Mentioned 556 

Franklin,  Tenn. 

Reconnaissance  toward,  Dec.  9,  1862,     Reports  of 

Martin,  John  A 1 74 

"Wharton,  John  A « „...=  ..  „ 75 
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Franklin,  Tenn. — Continued. 
Skirmishes  at. 

Dec.  12,  1862.     See  Nashville,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-12, 

1862. 
Dec.  26-27,  1862. 

Casualties.     See  Stone's  Biver  Campaign. 

Eeport  of  Lewis  Zahm 632 

See  also 

Dec.  26, 1862- J  an.  5, 1863.     Stone's  Biver  Campaign.    Beports  of 

Cupp,  Valentine.  Pugh,  John  L.  Zahm,  Lewis. 

Murray,  Douglas  A.        Eosecrans,  W.  S. 

Franklin,  Asahel  R.    Mentioned 468 

Franklin,  James  F.     Mentioned 720 

Franklin,  James  J.     Mentioned 660,914,947,954 

Franklin  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  14,  1862.     See  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Attach  on  forage  train  near,  Dec.  14,  1862. 

Frederick  (The  Great).     Mentioned 698 

Freeman,  Abner  B.     Mentioned 976 

Freeman,  A.  F.     Mentioned 204 

Freeman,  Henry  B.     Mentioned 404 

Freeman.  S.  L.    Mentioned 7 

Freshour,  John  A.    Mentioned 820 

Frayser,  R.  D.     Mentioned 845,875,892 

Frazee,  Aaron.    Mentioned 603 

Frazier,  J.  D.     Mentioned 680 

Frazier,  J.  G.    Mentioned 1 729 

Frazier,  S.  J.  A.     Mentioned 676 

Frizell,  Joseph  W.     Mentioned 177,383-385 

Froelich,  John  J.     Mentioned 246 

Fry,  Speed  S. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 141 

Mentioned 41,142,147,178,371,983 

Fulbright,  Moses.     Mentioned 976 

Fuller,  Washington.    Mentioned 978 

Fulmer,  Jesse. 

Mentioned 177,204,394,397,399 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 399 

Fulton,  John  S. 

Mentioned 660,875,881,892,978 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 892 

Funkhouser,  John  J.     Mentioned 179 

Furr,  William  W.     Mentioned 556 

FyfFe,  James  P. 

Mentioned 181, 201, 203, 213, 257, 447,  449, 454, 502, 574-579, 584, 594, 595 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 596 

Gabel,  Elijah  P.     Mentioned 973 

Gaddis,  Max-well  F. 

Mentioned = 979 

Report  of  Wheeler's  Raid,  Jan.  8-14,  1863 980 

Gailbreath,  R.J.  C.     Mentioned 968 

Gaines,  F.  Y.     Mentioned 661,958 

Gaines,  R.  H.     Mentioned 977 

Gaines,  Williajn  M.     Mentioned „ ...»„ o... 975 
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Gallatin,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Nov.  7,  18G2 .,.,  1 

Nov.  8,  1862 1 

Galloway,  Cyrus  M.     Mentioned 216 

Galloway,  William.     Mentioned 399 

Gammage,  W.  L.     Mentioned „ 945 

Gano,  R.  M.     Mentioned ; 148 

Gardner,  A.  A.     Mentioned , 505, 515 

Gardner,  Franklin.     Mentioned 746 

Gardner,  George  Q.     Mentioned 270 

Gardner,  J.  S.     Mentioned 974 

Garesche,  Julius  P.     Mentioned 185, 199, 215,  '^19, 452, 049, 650 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.  and  Chief  of  Staif,  see  W.  S.  Bosecrans. 

Garland,  R.  W.     Mentioned 679 

Garner,  George  G.     Mentioned 671, 788 

Garrard,  T.  T.     Mentioned 92 

Garrett,  Israel.     Mentioned 500 

Garrett,  J.  F.     Mentioned 974 

Garrett,  S.  R.     Mentioned , 802 

Garrettsburg,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  6,  1862. 

Communications  from  U.  S.  Grant 9 

Report  of  Thomas  A.  Davies 9 

Garrison,  T.  J.    Mentioned ,  820 

Garrity,  James.     Mentioned 974 

■Garver,  William.     Mentioned 179 

Gassett,  C.  W.     Mentioned 779 

Gatibert,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 147 

Gault,  James  W.     Mentioned 147 

Gauntlett,  W.  R.     Mentioned... 978 

Geety ,  Frederick  H.     Mentioned 77 

Gemmer,  Philip.    Mentioned 603 

George,  James.     Mentioned 178 

iGeorge,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned   600 

Georgia.    Military  department  embracing 1 

Georgia  Troops.     Mentioned.* 

Artillery,  Light— ffa/ta//o/7S ;  9th,  96,  104,  106;  14th   (Batteries),   F,  661. 

Batteries :  Moses',  659, 678, 679, 803,  804,  807,  808  ;  Pritchard's,  659, 838. 

C^Ysdry— Regiments  :  1st,  94,661 ;  2d,  661,966;  3d,  661. 

Infantry— Batta/ions :    2d   Sharpshooters,  659,681,838,840,841;  3d,  660, 

681,939,941,942,975;  9th, 660, 681, 941, 942, 975.    Regiments:  2d,  159;  5th, 

659, 681, 725,  838,  840, 974. 

German,  Obadiah.     Mentioned 175,204,288,290 

Getty,  James  S.     Mentioned 601 

Gholson,  William  G.    Mentioned 45, 49, 54, 58 

Gibbes,  O.  T.     Mentioned 671 

Gibbons,  Daniel.     Mentioned 647 

Gibbs,  James  L.     Mentioned 978 

Gibbs,  W.  H.     Mentioned , 852 

Gibson,  J.  N.     Mentioned „ 101, 117 

Gibson,  Randall  L. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Breckinridge 794 

Mentioned 659,  682, 779, 783, 785, 793, 794,  799, 802, 808, 812 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 795-797 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.    See  note,  p.  233. 
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Gibson,  W.  C.     Mentioned ,       677 

Gibson,  "William  H. 

Mentioned 175, 195, 198, 200, 202, 208, 256, 257, 294, 296, 297,  310, 314-318, 451 

Eeport  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        303 

GifFord,  J.  L.     Mentioned 680 

Gilbert,  C.  C.     Mentioned 148, 149, 151 

Gilbert,  James  J.    Mentioned 656 

Gilbert,  J.  E.     Mentioned 973 

Gilbert,  Samuel  A.     Mentioned „ 87,  88, 162 

Gilchrist,  James  G„     Mentioned 659,763,764,899 

Gill,  John  U.     Mentioned 394 

Gill,  John"W.     Mentioned 852,978 

Gill,  Thomas.     Mentioned 976 

Gillem,  Alvan  C.     Mentioned 179 

Gillen,  George.    Mentioned 410 

Gillespie,  James  A.    Mentioned 976 

Gilliam,  T.  J.    Mentioned , 740 

Gillilan,  John.    Mentioned 603 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A    Mentioned 87, 88 

Gilman,  J.  H.    Mentioned 199 

Gilmer,  Daniel  H.     Mentioned 10,11,175,282 

Gilmore,  Alexander  W.     Mentioned 554 

Giltner,  H.  L. 

Correspondence  \vith  Humphrey  Marshall Ill,  114, 119 

Mentioned 90,98,99,101,102,106,111,114-117 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  2,  1863,  during  Carter's  Raid 118 

Given,  Josiah. 

Mentioned 178,422,518 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  3,  18S3,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         427 

Gladwyn,  G«orge  C.    Mentioned 203, 506 

Glasgow,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  24, 1862.     Report  of  Frank  W.  Dickey 150 

See  also  Dec.  22, 1862-Jan.  2, 1863.     Kentucky.     Morgan^ s  Second  Maid.     Re- 
ports of 

Hobson,  Edward  H.  Morgan,  John  H. 

Glass,  Jacob.     Mentioned 308 

Glass,  Jesse.     Mentioned 976 

Glass,  P.  F.     Mentioned 915 

Glenn,  W.  G.     Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Baldwin 113 

Glover,  John  B.     Mentioned 20,384,386 

Gober,  J.  H.     Mentioned _ 977 

Goddard,  C.     Mentioned 199,650 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  W,  S.  Rosecrans. 

Goheen,  John  G.     Mentioned 217 

Goldsmith,  Gustavus.     Mentioned 365 

Gooch,  Natt.    Mentioned 805,806 

Good,  Joseph. 

Mentioned 43,46 

Report  of  action  at  Harts ville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  7,  1862. 60 

Gooding,  John.     Mentioned 278 

GSooding,  Michael. 

Mentioned 175  270 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign  ..o... ..,..      S77 
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Goodlier,  G.  D.     Mentioned 914, 953 

Gordon,  G.  W.     Mentioned 660,914,939,940,943 

Gordon,  H.  R.     Mentioned 758 

Gordon,  M.  L.     Mentioned 159 

Gordon,  Sidney  C.    Mentioned 600, 606 

Gore,  William  H.     Mentioned 957 

Gorman,  John.     Mentioned 975 

Goss,  Private.     Mentioned 719 

Gosshorn^  William.     Mentioned 36 

Gotwald,  George  A.    Mentioned 644 

Gould,  Samuel  C.     Mentioned 604 

Go  van,  Daniel  C. 

Mentioned 660,857,858,866,868,871,888 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,Dec.  31,  186-^-Jan.  3,  1863 860,862 

Gracie,  A.,  jr.     Mentioned 103 

Graham,  H.  Y.     Mentioned 571, 573 

Graham,  L.  J.     Mentioned 930 

Graham,  Thomas.     Mentioned 308,315 

Granger,  Gordon. 

Correspondence  with  Horatio  G.  Wright 87 

Mentioned 86,87,149,166 

Grant,  J.  C.    Mentioned 823 

Grant,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 9 

Mentioned 189 

Gratz,  Louis  A.     Mentioned 144-146 

Graves,  H.  M.     Mentioned 974 

Graves,  Houston  B.     Mentioned 978 

Graves,  R.  E.     Mentioned 6, 668,  759, 782, 785-787,  803-805,  817, 824,  837, 909,  910 

Graves,  R.  H.     Mentioned 975 

Gray,  Drakeford.     Mentioned 975 

Gray,  Isaac  P. 

Mentioned 149 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Green's  Chapel,  Ky. ,  Dec.  25,  1862 151 

Gray,  James.     Mentioned 204, 315 

Gray,  John  M.     (Assistant  Surgeon.)    Mentioned 315 

Gray,  John  M.     (Captain.)    Mentioned 163 

Gray,  N.     Mentioned 977 

Gray,  R.  H.    Mentioned 399 

Gray,  Samuel  F.    Mentioned 175,308,315 

Greeman,  A.  T.     Mentioned 290 

Green,  A.     Mentioned 852 

Green,  A.  P.     Mentioned 851, 974 

Green,  Ezekiel.     Mentioned 54 

Green,  George.     Mentioned 152 

Green,  James  R.     Mentioned 973 

Green,  J.  W.     Mentioned 779,897 

Green,  Martin.     Mentioned 871 

Green,  S.     Mentioned 308,312,316 

Greene,  Howard.     Mentioned 365 

Green's  Chapel,  Ky.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  25, 1862.     Report  of  Isaac  P.  Gray . .       151 
See  also  Dec.  22, 1862-Jan.  2, 1863.     Kentucky,     Morgan's  Second  B<d&,    Ed* 
ports  of 

Hobson,  Edward  H.  Morgan,  John  H. 
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Green"Wood,  Mabry  G.    Mentioned ^ 215 

Green-wood,  S.  N.     Mentioned 851, 974 

Greer,  C.  P.    Mentioned 973 

Greer,  Elijah  W.     Mentioned 978 

Greer,  William  N.     Mentioned 957 

Gregory,  Henry.     Mentioned 678, 801 

Gregory,  S.  O.     Mentioned 329,330,332 

Grenfell,  G.  Saint  Leger.     Mentioned  ..   671,760,783 

Greusel,  Nicholas. 

Correspondence  with  Philip  H.  Sheria  m  23 

Mentioned 22,176,200,203,209,351,358-360,364 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  6, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         356 

Grider,  Benjamin  C. 

Mentioned 181, 203, 213,  380, 548, 575-577, 584,  590, 592, 595,  596 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863....  585,586 

Grider,  John  H.    Mentioned 586, 591 

Griffin,  Daniel  F. 

Mentioned 177,383,384 

Reports  of 

Springfield,  Tenn.     Operations  about,  Nov.  26-30,  1862 19 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 385 

Griffin,  J.  B.     Mentioned 930 

Griffith,  A.  W.     Mentioned 279 

Griffith,  Claiborne  D.     Mentioned 978 

Griffith,  John  C.     Mentioned 332 

Griffiths,  D.  J.     Mentioned 261,351 

Grigsby,  J.  W.     Mentioned 661,970 

Grimes,  Silas.     Mentioned 534 

Grimes,  William  T.     Mentioned 506 

Grinstead,  John  P.     Mentioned 586, 591 

Grissom,  S.  G.     Mentioned 839 

Grissom,  W.  T.     Mentioned 977 

Griswold,  Willard.     Mentioned 499 

Grose,  William. 

Mentioned 73,181,198,201,202,213,450,468,515-519, 

522, 524,  531, 537, 543, 547,  548, 551, 552, 564-566, 568,  569,  571, 576, 598, 599 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stones  River  Cam- 
paign         559 

Gross.  F.  H.     Mentioned 410 

Gude,  Alfred.     Mentioned 505 

Guenther,  Francis  L. 

Mentioned 177,204,238,239,242,380,394,396,397 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  Ir62-Jau.  5,  1863 381 

Guest,  W.  C.    Mentioned -       862 

Guillet,  Charles.     Mentioned 659,794,796-799 

Guillet,  Emile  P.     Mentioned 794 

Guiteau,  Fulton.     Mentioned 375 

GuUich,  Thomas  F.  W.     Mentioned 215,361 

Gundy,  J.  C.     Mentioned , 292 

Gunn,  J.  T.     Mentioned 609 

Gunsenhouser,  John.     Mentioned 601 

Hackett,  Private.     Mentioned 718 

Hackler,  J.  P.    Mentioned 851,907 
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Haefling,  Christian.     Mentioned , 650 

Hager,  George  L.     Mentioned 534 

Hagler,  J.  J.     Mentioned 977 

Hale,  Francis  E.     Mentioned 391 

Hale,  Luther  F.     Mentioned 149 

Hale,  Robert.     Mentioned 204,270,272,277 

Hale,  W.  J.     Mentioned 854 

Halisy ,  Dennis  J.     Mentioned 134, 136, 143-145, 154 ,  157, 158 

Hall,  Albert  S.     Mentioned 179,228 

Hall,  Alexander.    Mentioned 805 

Hall,  C.  K.     Mentioned 973 

Hall,  C.  S.     Mentioned 677 

Hall,  Duncan  J.     Mentioned 308 

Hall,  E.     Mentioned 292 

Hall,  Ephiaim  G.     Mentioned 427 

Hall,  George  R.     Mentioned 513 

Hall,  Hamilton  W.     Mentioned „.. 270-272 

Hall,  J.  A.     Mentioned 973 

Hall,  James  L.     Mentioned 513 

Hall,  Joseph.     Mentioned 973 

Hall,  Mathew.    Mentioned 975 

Hall,  Michael  T.     Mentioned 150 

Hall,  T.  G.     Mentioned 977 

Hall,  William  S.    Report  of  operations,  Dec.  27-30,  1862,  during  Stone's  River 

Campaign 647 

Hall,  Z.     Mentioned 292 

Halleck,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 87, 159, 188, 256 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Army  Headquarters. 

Hallonquist,  J.  H.     Mentioned 671,842 

Hallowell,  James  R.    Mentioned 534, 539 

Halstead,  M.  J.     Mentioned 216 

Hambright,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 177,391 

Hamblen,  H.  W.     Mentioned 914,950 

Hamer,  Thomas.     Mentioned 566 

Hamill,  Joseph.     Mentioned 440 

Hamilton,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 644 

Hamilton,  J.  C.     Mentioned 978 

Hamilton,  John.     Mentioned 315 

Hamilton,  Orville  S.     Mentioned 600 

Hamilton's  Ford,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  29,  1862.     See  Johnson's  Ferry,  Ky. 

Hammerstein,  B.     Mentioned 297 

Hammond,  Charles  M.     Mentioned 469, 484 

Hammond,  E. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 112 

Mentioned 112, 113 

Hampton,  Levi  J.     Mentioned 33 

Hamrick,  Thomas  H. 

Mentioned 181,559 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,   1862-Jan.  3,   1863,  during  Stone's  River 

Campaign 568 

Hamrick,  Z.  B.     Mentioned. 977 

Hanback,  Lewis.     Mentioned 371 

Hanford,  James  A.  S.     Mentioned 361 

Hanna,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned „ , .      444 
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Hansey,  Samuel  J.    Mentioned 985 

Hanson,  Roger  W. 

Mentioned 5,6,63,65,68, 

186, 440, 548, 587, 659, 670, 674, 675,  679, 766, 772, 773, 777-785, 787, 788, 790, 
796-798, 803, 804,  808,  809,  811,  812,  820,  825, 827-829, 831-833, 835, 844, 909 

Report  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn. ,  Dec.  7,  1862 68 

Hapeman,  Douglas.     Mentioned 54,57 

Harbeson,  James  P.     Mentioned 147 

Hardaway,  James  T.     Mentioned 679,829 

Hardcastle,  J.  P.     Mentioned 977 

Hardee,  William  J. 

Assignm  ents  to  command 1 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 683 

McCown,  John  P 911,919 

Polk,  Leonidas 700 

Mentioned 183,184,189-191,252,253,255, 

257, 295,  304, 542, 617, 636, 641, 659, 660. 663-666, 668, 670, 672-674, 678, 680- 
682, 686, 696, 698,  699, 706.  771, 779-782, 784,  788,  812, 823, 838, 843, 844, 847- 
850,  853,  864,  880,  895,  896,  898, 899, 911-913, 915, 917-922, 928, 937, 960, 966 
Reports  of 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863..  780,781,917,921 
StoDc's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  dur- 
ing        771 

Harder,  W.  H.     Mentioned 852,978 

Hardin,  A.  A.     Mentioned 676,708,724,732 

Hardin,  Benjamin.     Mentioned •  937 

Harding,  E.  B.     Mentioned 71 

Harding,  Jacob  O.     Mentioned 327 

Harding,  William  S.    Mentioned 327 

Hardison,  J.  S.     Mentioned 676 

Hardy,  L.  T.     Mentioned 661,774,967,970 

Hargroves,  B.  P.     Mentioned 852 

Harker,  Charles  G. 

Mentioned 39, 165, 180, 191, 193, 194, 198, 201, 202, 212, 240, 256, 257, 370, 448, 

449, 455, 458-460,  462-464,  467,  471-474, 481, 486,  493,  494,  508,  514,  574,  597 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29, 1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        500 

Harkleroad,  J.  M.     Mentioned 851 

Harlan,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with  Samuel  Hill 25 

Mentioned 15,  41-43, 45, 46, 62, 133, 134, 141-143, 147, 150, 178, 983 

Reports  of 

Carthage  Road,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  on  the,  Nov.  28,  1862 23,24 

Hartsville,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Dec.  7,  1862 47 

Johnson's  Ferry,  Ky.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  29,  1862 135 

Kentucky.     Morgan's  Second  Raid,  Dec.  22, 1862-Jan.  2, 1863 134-137 

Harlan,  Wellington.     Mentioned 140 

Harman,  Charles  R.     Mentioned 216, 571, 575i 

Harman,  E.  V. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 106 

Mentioned 106 

Harman,  Philip  M.     Mentioned 35, 344 

Harmon,  Oscar  P.     Mentioned 179 

Harned,  William.    Mentioned 975 
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Harper,  H.  J.     Mentioned ••••.•••.•• • 677 

Harper,  Robert  W. 

Mentioned 660,775,913,915,928,940,945,950 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863  ....  946,948 
Harpeth  River,   Tenn.     Reconnaissance  to,  Jan.  13-19,  1863.     See  Nashville, 

Tenn.     Beconnaissance  from,  Jan.  13-19,  1863. 
Harpeth  Shoals,  Tenn. 

Aflfair  at,  Jan.  13,  1863.     See  Wheeler's  Raid,  Jan.  8-14,  1863. 
Expedition  to,  Nov.  26-27, 1862.     See  Edgefield,  Tenn.    Expedition  from,  Nov, 
26-Dec.  1,  1862. 

Harrigill,  H.  J.  H.     Mentioned , 677 

Harrington,  Fazilo  A.     Mentioned 176, 215, 258, 351 ,  370,  371 

Harris,  Isham  G.     Mentioned 671 

Harris,  Jasper  M.     Mentioned 978 

Harris,  John  L. 

Mentioned 658 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 739 

Harris,  J.  M.     Mentioned 975 

Harris,  John  W.     Mentioned 745 

Harris,  Samuel  J.     Mentioned 179 

Harris,  S.  D.    Mentioned „ 817 

Harris,  W.  C.     Mentioned 283 

Harrison,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 182 

Harrison,  Carter  B.    Mentioned o..       609 

Harrison,  R.  H.    Mentioned 736 

Harrison,  Thomas.    Mentioned 78, 661, 774, 813, 966, 967, 969 

Hart,  Joseph.     Mentioned 282,283 

Hart,  Calvin  C.     Mentioned . . ,. 216 

Hart,  Martin.     Mentioned 616 

Hartman,  H.      Mentioned 479 

Hartman,  Samuel  L.     Mentioned - 381 

Hartsfield,  M.     Mentioned 732 

Hartsough,  Daniel.    Mentioned « ,.       248 

Hartsville,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Dec.  7,  1862. 

Casualties.     Returns  of 

Confederate  troops 65 

Union  troops „ 45 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 42-45 

Bragg,  Braxton 63 

Breckinridge,  John  C 68 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 41-44 

Thomas,  George  H 41-43 

War  Department,  U.  S 45 

Congratulatory  orders.    Bragg 64 

Prisoners  (U.  S.)  captured.    Statement  of 673 

Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton 62 

Good,  Joseph 60 

Hanson,  Roger  W 68 

Harlan,  John  M 47 

Hewitt,  James  W 71 

Hill,  Samuel 51 
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Hartsville,  Tenn. — Continued. 
Action  at,  Dec.  7,  1862. 
Reports  of 

Hunt,  Thomas  H „.,  69 

McCook,  Edward  M 51 

McMichael,  William 46 

Moore,  Absalom  B 52 

Morehead,  James  T 71 

Morgan,  John  H 65 

Piepho,  Carlo 59 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 40 

Simpson,  Robert  V 56 

Tafel,  Gustavus 57 

Wadleigh,  John 55 

Skirmish  near,  Nov.  28,  1862.     See  Carthage  Boad,   Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the, 
Nov.  28,  1862. 

Hartung,  Charles.     Mentioned , 365 

Harvey,  Austin.     Mentioned 500 

Harvey,  Orpheus  C.     Mentioned 499 

Harvey,  Reuben  F. 

Mentioned 851, 861 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 863 

Harwell,  R.  M.     Mentioned 747 

Hascall,  Milo  S. 

Correspondence  with  George  H.  Thomas 985 

Mentioned 39, 180, 193, 194, 198, 201, 202, 211, 212, 433, 447, 448, 450, 451, 453, 

454, 458-462, 475, 476, 480, 482, 484,  485,  487, 488, 493,  494, 498, 499, 501, 545 
Reports  of 

La  Vergne,  Tenn .     Skirmishes  at,  Dec.  26-27,  1862 464 

Murfreesborough  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  1862 464 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  18G2-Jan.  3,  1863..  467, 471, 473, 474 

Hash,  G.H.     Mentioned 890 

Haskell,  C.  A.     Mentioned 975 

Hasom,  A.  M.     Mentioned 500 

Hasse,  Herman  E.     Mentioned 365 

Hassell,  M.  A.     Mentioned 974 

Hastings,  Steamer.    Mentioned 980-982 

Hastings,  J.  H.     Mentioned 87 

Hastings,  Joshua  H.     Mentioned 292 

Hatch,  Hobart  H.     Mentioned 272 

Hatcher,  R.  A.     Mentioned 727 

Hatfield,  Francis  M.     Mentioned 534 

Hathaway,  A.  M.     Mentioned 975 

Hathaw^ay,  Gilbert. 

Mentioned 180,501,503 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign   509 

Hauff,  Henry.    Mentioned 11 

Hautt,  Godfrey.    Mentioned 412 

Havern,  Thomas.     Mentioned 873 

Haviland,  Stephen  S.     Mentioned 534 

Hawes,  J.  F.     Mentioned 837 

Hawes,  S.  B.     Mentioned 831 
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HaTvkins,  A.  T. 

Mentioned 660,851,900 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn. ,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 907 

Hawkins,  Elisba.     Mentioned 606 

Havrkins,  Hiram. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 126 

Mentioned 97,98,108,109,111,128 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29-30,  1862,  during  Carter's  Raid 125 

Hawkins,  Joseph  G.    Mentioned 181, 199, 216, 598, 600, 603, 604 

Hawkins,  Thomas  S.  W.    Mentioned 217,385,386 

Hawkins,  P.  B.     Mentioned .." 846 

Hawkins,  William  S.     Mentioned 74,81-83 

Hayden,  James  R.     Mentioned 410 

Hayden,  Thomas.     Mentioned 600 

Hayes,  Charles  E.     Mentioned 518 

Hayman,  William.     Mentioned 204, 530 

Haymond,  Henry.     Mentioned 398,404 

Haynes,  Henry  C.     Mentioued 852,978 

Haynes,  H.  P.    Mentioned 906 

Haynes,  Walter.     Mentioned 975 

Haynie,  W.  M.     Mentioned 978 

Hays,  A.  J.     Mentioned 671 

Hays,  J.  E.     Mentioned 978 

Hays,  Martin.     Mentioned 600,606 

Hays,  Orin  B.     Mentioned 315 

Hays,  William  H.     Mentioned 24,48,139,140,178 

Hays,  W.  J.     Mentioned 831 

Hayward,  George  L.     Mentioned 343, 344 

Haywood,  W.  A.     Mentioned 867 

Hazard,  John  B.     Mentioned 973 

Hazelrigg,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 499 

Hazen,  William  B. 

Mentioned 180, 194, 195, 198, 201, 202, 212, 237, 265, 383, 447,  448, 468,  469, 

484, 488, 515-519, 521, 522, 524, 527, 531, 538, 551, 555, 557, 560-562, 572, 985 
Reports  of 

Jefferson  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27, 1862 542 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during      542 

Hazlett,  John  C.     Mentioned 385,387 

Hazlewood,  Marion  F.     Mentioned 973 

Healey,  Robert  J.     Mentioned 677 

Healy,  Thomas.     Mentioned 650 

Hebel,  Louis.     Mentioned 61, 62 

Heeter,  Theodore  P.    Mentioned 586, 591 

Hedrick,  Abraham.     Mentioned 976 

Heflin,  S.  G.     Mentioned 852,978 

Hefner,  L.  G.     Mentioned 680 

Heg,  Hans  C.     Mentioned 175,280-282 

Heggie,  L.     Mentioned 974 

Hein,  Joseph.     Mentioned 410 

Heisser,  Justus.     Mentioned 975 

Helvenston,  A.  H.     Mentioned ; 845,902 

Hemphill,  John  S.  T.     Mentioned 8.51.974 

Henderson  County,  Ky.     Skirmish  in,  Nov.  1,  1862 1 

Henderson,  James  M.     (Acting  Surgeon.)    Mentioned 397, 406 

Henderson,  James  M.    (Lieutenant-Colonel. )    Mentioned 142, 143 
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Henderson,  J.  H.    Mentioned 973 

Henderson,  S.  D.     Mentioned 225  463 

Henderson,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 708 

Henderson,  T,  J.     Mentioned 33I 

Hendrixson,  H.  A.     Mentioned 895 

Henion,  Tunis  "W.     Mentioned 630 

Henry,  G.  A.,  jr.    Mentioned 915 

Hepburn,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 678, 796 

Hepburn,  William  P.     Mentioned 82 

Hering,  H.  H.     Mentioned 440 

Herring,  Thomas.    Mentioned   '. 3O8, 313-315 

Herriott,  George  F.    Mentioned 646 

Hersh,  J.     Mentioned 479 

Hescock,  Henry. 

Mentioned 177,204,237,238,242,349,351-353 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  6, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        352 

Heskett,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned 217 

Hess,  Levi  M.     Mentioned 330-332 

Hessey,  Luther.     Mentioned 979 

Heth,  Henry. 

Assignments  to  command 3 

Mentioned 102 

Heustis,  J.  F.    Mentioned 788 

Hewitt,  George  W.     Mentioned 323 

HevT-itt,  James  W. 

Mentioned 68-70,659,825,828 

Reports  of 

Hartsville,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Dec.  7,1862 71 

Stone's  River  Campaign.    Operations,  Dec.  28, 1862-Jan.  2, 1863,  during.       830 

Hewitt,  W.  D.     Mentioned 977 

Hibbard,  Elisha  C. 

Mentioned 176,203,351,357 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         363 

Hickcox,  Eli  J.    Mentioned 178,421,430 

Hickman,  Robert  B.     Mentioned 216 

Hicks,  J.     Mentioned 719 

Higginbotham,  John  A.    Mentioned 976 

Higgins,  George  K.     Mentioned 975 

Higgins,  H.  J.     Mentioned 600 

Higgins,  Joel.    Mentioned 830 

Higgins,  John.     Mentioned 410 

Higgins,  John  P.    Mentioned 565 

Higginson,  Green  F.     Mentioned 679, 828 

Hight,  John  J.     Mentioned 483 

Hilbun,  D.  F.     Mentioned 976 

Hildebrand,  "William.     Mentioned 601 

Hill,  B.  J.     Mentioned 660,851,853-855 

Hill,  James  W.    Mentioned 606 

Hill,  J.  D.    Mentioned 978 

Hill,  J.  J.     Mentioned 680 

HUl,  RoswellS.     Mentioned 297 

Hill,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Harlan 25 
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Hill,  Samuel— Continued. 

Mentioned , 23-26,41,46,49,51,54 

Report  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  7,  1862 51 

Hill,  Washington.     Mentioned 242 

Hilles,  Samuel.     Mentioned 316 

Hilliker,  John.     Mentioned 616 

Hilpp,  Edward.     Mentioned 147 

Hillyer,  Asa  R.     Mentioned 217,284-286 

Hillyer,  G.  M.     Mentioned 671 

Himes,  William  A.     Mentioned 616 

Hines,  Cyrus  C.     Mentioned 180,461,493,495 

Hinman,  Wilbur  F.     Mentioned , 506 

Hitchcock,  John  F.     Mentioned 216,398,404 

Hixson,  Jackson.     Mentioned 603 

Hoak,  Amos.     Mentioned 250 

Hobart,  Harrison  C.     Mentioned 177,379,391 

Hobson,  Edward  H. 

Mentioned  134,136,138,141 

Eeport  of  Morgan's  Second  Raid  in  Kentucky,  Dec.  22,  1862-JaD.  2,  1863  ..      148 

Hobson,  William  E.     Mentioned.. 138-140,149 

Hockensmith,  E.  C.     Mentioned 609 

Hodges,  Joseph  C.     Mentioned 600,  601 

Hodges,  William.     Mentioned 851,902 

Hoey,  JohnE.     Mentioned 938,940 

Hofler,  James.     Mentioned 404 

Hogan,  John.     Mentioned 979 

Hogan,  Peter.     Mentioned 871 

Hogan,  William  J.     Mentioned 487 

Holdaway,  H.  D.      Mentioned 974 

Holden,  Levi  P.     Mentioned 361 

Holden,  William  J.     Mentioned 204,506,513 

Holeman,  Alexander  W.     Mentioned 136 

Holenbeck,  Zeph.  D.     Mentioned 583 

Holey,  Private.     Mentioned 9G3 

Holland,  B.  H.     Mentioned .' 676,713,719 

Holland,  L.  D.     Mentioned 977 

Hollis,  W.  T.     Mentioned 976 

Hollister,  George  H.     Mentioned 20,  385 

Holly  Tree  Gap,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  4,  1862.     Report  of  Robert  H.  G. 

Miuty 29 

Holman,  D.  W. 

Mentioned 661,958,961 

Report  of  capture  of  outpost  near  Stewart's  Ferry,  Stone's  River,  Tenn., 

Dec.  4,  1862 30 

Holman,  J.  B.     Mentioned 825, 832 

Holman,  Jesse  B.     Mentioned 215 

Holmon,  W.  H.     Mentioned 977 

Holston  River,  Tenn.     Destruction  of  railroad  bridge  over,  Dec.  30,  1862.     See 
Union,  Tenn.     Capture  of,  Dec.  30,  1862. 

Holt,  J.  N.     Mentioned 978 

Holter,  Marcellus  J.  W.     Mentioned 599,600,606 

Holton,  Edward  K.     Mentioned 365 

Hood,  Calvin. 

Mentioned 182, 244 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 247 
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Hood,  J.  J.    Mentioned „....      681 

Hood,  S.  B.    Mentioned 28,29 

Hooker,  Captain.     Mentioned 297 

Hooker,  Emanuel  T.     Mentioned 344 

Hooks,  M.  C.     Mentioned 688,740,741 

Hope,  G.  W.     Mentioned  „ C77 

Hope,  Hugh.     Mentioned 5.f78 

Hopson,  J.  M.     Mentioned 680 

Horn,  N.  A.     Mentioned 845,670 

Horn,  Samuel  S.     Mentioned 977 

Home,  Thomas  M.     Mentioned 65,  70 

Horning,  David  Y.     Mentioned \V',b 

Horrall,  Spillard  F.     Mentioned ;.'J1 

Horsley,  George  W.     Mentioned 974 

Horton,  Benjamin  J.    Mentioned 571-573 

Horton,  Ralph.     Mentioned 403 

Hosmer,  Alexander  C.     Mentioned 283 

Hosmer,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 215,  367 

Hoskins,  "William  A. 

Mentioned 134, 136, 178 

Report  of  Morgan's  Second  Raid  in  Kentucky,  Dec.  22,  1862- J  an.  2,  1863..       141 

Hostetter,  Amos  "W.     Mentioned 326 

Hostetter,  John  L.     Mentioned 323 

Hotchkiss,  Charles  T. 

Mentioned 175,203,295,308 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5.  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign      309 

Hotchkiss,  T.  R.     Mentioned 775, 844, 846, 849,  850, 853, 878,  895, 908-910 

Hotchkiss,  William  A.     Mentioned 175,236,237,242,279,280,282 

Houghtaling,  Charles. 

Mentioned 177,237,238,242,349,351,353,370 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  i8G.i . 354 

Houghton,  J.  E.     Mentioned 331 

Houk,  Leonidas  C.     Mentioned , 178 

House,  G.  B.     Mentioned*. 974 

House,  John  F.     Mentioned 736 

Houston,  Samuel.     Mentioned 291,292 

Housum,  Peter  B. 

Mentioned 18, 176, 204, 216, 258,  295,  319,  .321-323,  335, 336 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  La  Vergne,  Tenn.,  and  skirmish,  Nov.  26-27, 

1862 17 

Howard,  G.  C.     Mentioned 720 

Howard,  G.  W.     Mentioned 479 

How^ard,  James  R. 

Mentioned 75 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Tompkinsville,  Ky.,  Nov.  19,  1862 14 

Howard,  Loren  H.     Mentioned 427 

Howard,  William. 

Mentioned 181,598,600 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 604 

Howland,  James  C.     Mentioned 398, 402 

Hoxton,  L.     Mentioned 779,895,926 

Hubbard,  Gurdon  S.,  jr.     Mentioned ~       l^^ 

Hubbard,  Hiram  F.     Mentioned ^^^ 


INDEX.  1043 

Page. 

Hiidnall,  James  I.     Mentioned 47 

Hudson,  Daniel.     Mentioned ^74 

Hudson,  John  E.     Mentioned > •       654 

Hudson,  M.  G.     Mentioned - - 758 

Huerson,  Ed-ward.     Mentioned - 29 

Huff,  James  T.     Mentioned 819,820 

Huffman,  J.  C.     Mentioned 500 

Huffman,  J.  M.     Mentioned  .  „ 6Q 

Huger,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 7r)8 

Hu3;er,  D.  E.     Mentioned 755,  758 

Hughes,  W.     Mentioned 204,435 

Hughs,  John  M. 

Mentioned -660,845,875,890 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 cOO 

Huhn,  Henry.     Mentioned 60 

Hull,  James  S.     Mentioned 178,203,432,433,4^7,439 

Hull,  R.  B.     Mentioned 39-,  403 

Hull,  William.     Mentioned 979 

Hulse,  Private,     Mentioned 852 

Hume,  James  R.     Mentioned ., 466, 470, 985 

Humphrey,  Charles  B. 

Mentioned 175, 270 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jano  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        266 

Humphrey,  George.     Mentioned , 177,379,381,390 

Humphreys,  John  T. 

Mentioned 660, 913, 946 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31^  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 956 

Humphries,  William  S.     Mentioned 903 

Hunt,  Thomas  H. 

Mentioned 64-69,  659, 679, 782,  785,  788,  825, 826,  829, 837 

Reports  of 

Hartsville,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Dec.  7,  1862 69 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  28,  1862-Jan.  3,  18C3,  dur- 
ing        835 

Hunt,  T.  W.     Mentioned 779 

Hunter,  John  H.     Mentioned , 216 

Hunter,  Morton  C.     Mentioned 178,  441 

Hunter,  Robert.     Mentioned 440 

Hunting,  Isaac.     Mentioned 362 

Huntington,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 457,  518, 525, 560 

Hurd,  Jason.     Mentioned 204.  596 

Hurd,  J.  R.     Mentioned 539 

Hurd,  Orrin  D. 

Mentioned 176,320,322 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1663,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         332 

Hurlburt,  Mr.    Mentioned 554 

Hurley,  John  P.    Mentioned 342 

Hurt,  C.  S.    Mentioned 658,705,733,734,736,740 

Husbands,  J.  L.    Mentioned 973 

Huston,  Cunningham.     Mentioned 559 

Huston,  John  M.     Mentioned 341,342 

Hutcherson,  W.  P.    Mentioned ,. ,„ 676 
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Hutcheson,  B.  B.     Mentioned , . , 749 

Hutcheson,  John  B.     Mentioned ,..„..„ 155,  985 

Hutchins,  Stokely.     Mentioned „ 979 

Hutchison,  John.     IMentioned 974 

Hutto,  Alfred  C.     Mentioned 07:^ 

Hyams,  Isaac  S.     Mentioned „ 766, 976 

Igoe,  Martin.  Mentioned 612 

Illinois  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  luight— Batteries  :  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  80, 182, 193, 194, 197, 

•J15, 224, 240-249, 251,  311,  354,  374,  386,  408,414,450,455,456,471,473,474, 

479,  492, 504, 521, 523,  525, 580,  584,  586, 592.     Regiments :  1st  (Batteries),  C, 

177,  209,  227,  237,  238,  24e,  260,  348-350,  352-354, 360,  362,  369, 370, 407  ;  2d 

(Batt  Ties),  I,  2:^,179. 

C'dvahj— Companies :  Shsrer's,  10,  21, 175, 207, 226, 262,  269,  270. 

luiantTy— Regiments  :  10th,  179;  16th,  5,179;  19th,  79,  178,  211,  407-409, 

421-426, 428,  434, 435,  456, 525 ;  21st,  175, 205, 208, 226, 237, 259, 260, 262, 280, 

281,  283,  284,  559,  775,  898,  902;  22d,  176,  209,  227,  256,  260,  261,  369-371; 

24th,  177, 210,  391-393 ;  25th,  21,  74,  75, 175, 208, 226,  259, 260, 262, 286, 287, 

289-293;  27th,  176,209,227,256,260,201,351,369,370;  34th,  13,176,208, 

227, 260, 261, 295, 319-322,  3->4-326,  328-330,  334,  673 ;  35th,  21, 175, 208, 226, 

259, 260, 262, 286, 289-201 ,  293, 294  ;  36th,  23, 176,  209, 227, 260, 261,  350,  356- 

360,  362,  303, 365,  367  ;  33th,  10, 175,  208,  226, 259, 260,  202,  280-283,  775,  898, 

902 ;  42d,  29, 176,  209, 227,  256,  260,  261,  369-371,  425  ;   44th,  176,  209, 227, 

260,  261, 365,  366 ;  51st,  176,  209,  227,  256,  260,  261,  369,  370, 503, 511 ;  59th, 

164,  175,  207,  226, 236,  259,  260,  262,  264,  267,  269-274  ;    60th,   27,  179,  445  ; 

73d,  176,  209,  227,  200,  261,  365,  366,  553 ;    74th,  164,  175,  207,  226,  259, 260, 

262,  269-272,  274-276;    75th,  175,  207,  226,  259,  200,  202,  269-271,  277,  774, 

966 ;  78th,  151, 152  ;  79th,  13, 176,  208,  227,  259,  261,  295,  320-322,  324,  326, 

327,  330,  333,  334,  337,  343,  345;  80th,  179,  228;  84th,  181,213,  518,  559, 

560,  562-566,  568,  571,  573;  85th,  179,  196,  211,  416-419;  86th,   179  ;  88th, 

23, 176, 209,  227, 260, 261,  356,  357, 360-362,  364  ;  89th,  175, 208, 227,  259, 261, 

295,  304-306,  303-311 ;  91st,  155 ;  98th,  179  ;  100th,  180,  212,  222,  448,  459, 

462,  465,  466,  469,  470,  476,  482-486,  488,  490-492,  517,  518,  545,  551  ;  102d, 

182  ;  104th,  42,  45-47,  49,  51-58,  60,  61 ;  105th,  182 ;  107th,  150  ;  110th, 

180,  212,  228,  484,  518,  542,  541-546,  549-551,  553,  555,  556;   123d,  179,  228; 

125th,  179. 

Indiana  Legislature.     Congratulatory  resolutions.     Battle  of  Stone's  River, 

Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 186 

Indiana  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Ught— Batteries  :  4th,  177, 209, 227, 237, 238, 242, 260,  348-350, 352- 
359, 363, 364, 407 ;  5th,  176, 209, 227, 235, 236, 242, 260, 261, 295, 297-299,  321, 
330, 337-339,  341, 343  ;  7th,  181, 214, 228, 240, 242,  415,  454-456, 522, 525,  528, 
536, 539, 574, 579, 580, 597  ;  8tli,  180, 212, 228, 240, 242, 454-458,  461,  462,  465- 
469,  471, 475-477, 492,  494  ;    10th,    1>0,  212,  228,  239-242,  385, 454-456,  459- 
462, 477, 478,  493, 494, 496,  497, 524  ;    11th,   12th,  179  ;  13th,   45-48,  50, 53- 
65,58,182;  18th,  179;  19th,  179,228. 
ChyrItj- Regiments:   2d,   15,24-26,43-47,49,51-53,55,61,  68,179,  182,  214, 
619, 623, 626  ;    3d,  35, 176, 209, 226, 295, 297, 617, 619, 646, 647 ;  4th,  148, 150, 
151 ;  5th,  148, 151. 
Jnfantr J— Regiments  :  6th,   176, 208, 227,  259,  261,  270,  295,  337-341,  343,  345, 
346;  9th,  180,  212,  228,  489,  497,518,542-546,549,551-556,558,567;  10th, 
24, 41,  47,  48, 139, 178  ;  15th,  180,  205,  212,  461,  493-490  ;    17th,  179  ;  22d, 
164,  175,  207,  226,  259,  260,  262,  264,  267,  269-271,  277-279,  334, 775,  845,  861, 
971  ;  29th,  13,17,18,176,208,  227,  259,  295,  319,  321,322,324,327-^332,334, 
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Indiana  Troops.     Meutioned— Continued. 

lui-dutvy— Regiments  :  29th  (continued),  335;  30th,  13,  17,  ITC),  208, 2*27, 259, 
261, 295,  319-322, 324,  32G,  32d-330,  332-335, 337,  343  ;  31st,  180, 212, 312, 446, 
519,526,527,529,531-538,540;  32d,  175,  208,  227,  259,  2G1,  295,  304-313; 
35th,  181,213,577,590,598,599,601,607-614;  36th,  181,213,  518,  545,  548, 
552,  559-564, 566-568, 573 ;  37th,  178, 211, 228, 408,  409, 431, 432,  434, 436-439 ; 
38th,  19, 20, 177,210,383-388,390;  39th,175,208,  227,  259,261,294,304-306, 
308,309,313-315,673;  40th,  180,  212,  470,  481,  493,  495,  497-499,544,556; 
42d,177, 210,  374,  379  ;  44th,181, 213, 590, 597-599,  601-603  ;  51st,  165, 180, 
212, 500-509, 511,  514,  581 ;  57th,  180, 212,  476, 493,  495  ;  58th,180, 212, 228, 
461, 464-466,  468-470, 480-483, 486-488,  490-492,  4£8  ;  70th,  182  ;  72d,  179  ; 
73d,  180, 212,  501-506,  508-511, 514  ;  74th,  47,  48, 137,139, 178  ;  75th,  179 ; 
79th,  181,  213, 243, 247, 248, 576, 577, 584, 585, 587, 589, 590,594,  598,  601, 610, 
611  ;  81st,  75, 175, 208, 226, 259, 260, 262, 286, 287, 289-291, 293,  357,  775,  898, 
902;  82d,  178,211,441,444;  86th,  181,213,598,599,602,603;  87th,  178; 
88th,  177, 210, 227, 379,  381  ;  101st,  179, 228. 

Ingraham,  L.  B.     Mentioned 736 

Ingraham,  ^W.  D.     Mentioned 410 

Ingram,  John.     Mentioned   708 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  />.  F.  CJuathaw. 

Ingmundson,  John.     Mentioned 216 

Innes,  'Williani  P. 

Mentioned 182,198,622,629,653,655,656 

Report  of  skirmish  at  La  Vergne,  Tenn.,  Jan.  1,  1863 , 651 

Inness,  William.     Mentioned 435 

Innis,  R.  H.     Mentioned 831 

Insane  Asylum,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Jan.  3,  1863.     See  Cox^s  Hill,  Tenn. 

Irby,  "W.  D.     Mentioned 740 

Irwin,  Jesse.     Mentioned 676 

Isoni,  John  F.     Mentioned 290 

Isom,  Simpson.     Mentioned 680 

Ison,  F.  M.     Mentioned 661,970 

Ives,  John,     Mentioned 973 

Jack,  R.  T.     Mentioned 109 

Jack,  Thomas  M.     Mentioned „ 692 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Leonidas  Polk. 

Jack,  "William  S.     Mentioned 217 

Jackson,  A.  M.     Mentioned 839 

Jackson,  Andrew.     Mentioned  440 

Jackson,  John  K. 

Mentioned 659, 663, 666, 

672,  674,  681,  690, 694, 712,  725,  766,  776, 777, 779,  780,  782,  783,787, 840,842 

Eeport  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 838 

Jackson,  Lewis  E.     Mentioned 679 

Jackson,  N.  P.     Mentioned 361 

Jackson,  Samuel.     Mentioned 978 

Jackson,  Simpson.     Mentioned 974 

Jackson,  "Warren  A.     Mentioned 973 

Jacobs,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned „ 161 

Jacobs,  Thomas  B.     Mentioned 327 

Jaggers,  "Wilson.     Mentioned 621 

James,  B,  A.     Mentioned 837 

James,  Joseph  A.     Mentioned 155 

James,  Lucien  A.     Mentioned „ 222 
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James,  R.  F,     Mentioned  737 

Jaquess,  J.  A.     Mentioned 72^ 

Jarnagin,  C.  G. 

Mentioned 660,878 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  Eiver,  Tenn.,  Dee.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863 891 

Jarnigan,  Rufus  A.     Mentioned „ 726, 729 

Jarvis,  D-wight,  jr. 

Mentioned 181,598,600 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,"Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 603 

Jarvis,  J.  J.     Mentioned 931 

Jayroe,  S.  G.  F.     Mentioned 976 

Jefferson,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  30,  1862. 

Casualties.     Returns  of.     Union  troops 392 

Report  of  John  C.  Starkweather 391 

See  also 
Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Sione's  River  Campaign.     Bejyorts  of 

Hardee,  "William  J.  Eosecrans,  "W.  S.  Wheeler,  Josepli. 

Mauldin,  T.  H.  Tliomas,  Geor<:e  H.  Wiggins,  J.  H, 

Jefferson  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  1862.     Reports  of 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 447 

Hazen,  William  B 542 

Mix,  Frank  W 629 

See  also 

Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  River  Campaign.     Reports  of 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L.  Osburn,  Nerval.  Webb,  J.  D. 

Hazen,  William  B.  Palmer,  John  M.  Wiggins,  J.  H. 

Mauldin,  T.  H.  Eosecrans,  W.  S. 

Jefferson,  Thomas.    Mentioned 440 

Jeffress,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 105 

Mentioned 114,125,130 

Jenkins,  A.  G.     Mentioned 110, 130 

Jenkins,  B.  W.     Mentioned 123 

Jenkins,  Clark  D.     Mentioned 914,948,974 

Jenkins,  James  H.  M.     Mentioned 330,  331 

Jenkins,  W.  G.     Mentioned 381 

Jennings,  William  H.     Mentioned 625,  631,632 

Jernighan,  L.  W.     Mentioned 978 

Jervis,  Richard.     Mentioned 204,457,473,475,477 

Jett,  F.  C.     Mentioned 974 

Jetton,  J.  W.     Mentioned 850 

Jewett,  Horace.     Mentioned - 399 

Johnson,  Andrew.     Mentioned 416 

Johnson,  Benjamin  M.     Mentioned 586, 591 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R. 

Correspondence  with  Patrick  R.  Cleburne 888 

Mentioned 197, 660, 674,  680,  744, 775, 776,  780,  844-850,  852-854,  857, 

858,  861, 862,  864-866,  868,  871,  872,  874,  886,  887,  889,  898,  899,  905, 939, 941 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 874 

Johnson,  C.  J.     Mentioned 804 

Johnson,  E.  L.     Mentioned S'^^ 

Johnson,  F.  E.     Mentioned 841 

Johnson,  George  W.     Mentioned 406 

Johnson,  H.     Mentioned 933 
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Johnson,  H.  "W.     Mentioned 547 

Johnson,  James  R.     Mentioned 644 

Johnson,  J.  B.       Mentioned „ 977 

Johnson,  John  B. 

Mentioned 658,705,743 

Eeport  of  operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         747 

Johnson,  John  M.     Mentioned 850 

Johnson,  N.     Mentioned 953 

Johnson,  N.  D.  Mentioned 962 

Johnson,  Ole  C.     Mentioned 10, 11 

Johnson,  Patrick.    Mentioned 975 

Johnson,  Richard  W. 

Mentioned 175, 191-193, 198, 200-203, -206,  208, 219, 226, 229. 236, 238, 253, 254, 

256, 257,  259,  261, 263, 264, 299-301,  303,  304,  306, 309,  310,  314,  321,  325,  ^8, 
^                   330,  335,  341,  344,  347,  348,  353,  368,  393, 442,  443,  636,  640,  652, 686, 920, 922 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  6,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         294 

Johnson,  Samuel.     Mentioned 176, 351 

Johnson,  Thomas. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 109 

Mentioned 97, 98, 106, 108, 109,  111,  112, 116, 117, 121, 122, 124, 127-129 

Johnson,  "W.  F.     Mentioned 671 

Johnson,  William  P.     Mentioned 221, 423 

Johnson's  Ferry,  Ky.      Skirmish  near,  Dec.   29,  1862.      Report  of   John  M. 

Harlan 135 

See  also  Dec.  2^,  1862-Jan.  2, 1863.     Kentucky.     Morgan'' s  Second  Baid.     Re- 
ports of 

Harlan,  John  M.  Morgan,  John  H. 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney.     Mentioned 671 

Johnston,  Isaac  N.     Mentioned 556 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Assignments  to  command 1,2 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton , 685 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S 657 

Congratulatory  orders.  Stone's  River  Campaign,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5, 1863.       657 

Mentioned 73, 657,  698, 699 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  5^  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         657 

Johnston,  J.  Stoddard.     Mentioned 671, 783,  788 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  Braxton  Bragg. 

Johnstone,  Ed-ward  W.     Mentioned 342 

Joiner,  Vincent  H.     Mentioned 973 

Jones,  Private.     Mentioned 828 

Jones,  A.  J.     Mentioned 680 

Jones,  E.  S.     Mentioned 975 

Jones,  Fielder  A. 

Mentioned 175,203,257,295,304-306,308 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         313 

Jones,  Frank.     Mentioned 973 

Jones,  Frederick  C.     Mentioned 181, 199, 216, 545, 559, 561, 563, 571, 572 

Jones,  Griffith.     Mentioned „ 91,9? 

JoneS;  G.  W.    Mentioned 67^ 
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Jones,  G.  W.  W.     Mentioned 851,902 

Jones,  Jacob  D.     Mentioned 406 

Jones,  James.     Mentioned 977 

Jones,  J.  M.     Mentioned 977 

Jones,  John  L.     Mentioned 452 

Jones,  J.  Paul.     Mentioned 758 

Jones,  L.  B.     Mentioned 873 

Jones,  M.  N.     Mentioned 974 

Jones,  N.     Mentioned 616 

Jones,  Paul,  jr.     Mentioned 727 

Jones,  R.  H.     Mentioned 978 

Jones,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 106, 110 

Mentioned 99,102,106,110,114,118,130 

•    Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29-31, 1862,  during  Carter's  Raid 95 

Jones,  Samuel  C.     Mentioned 315 

Jones,  S.  M.     Mentioned 204,270-272,282 

Jones,  Thomas  M.     Mentioned 659,  763, 764 

Jonesville,  Va.     Skirniish  at,  Jan.  2, 1863.     See 

Dec.  20, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863.     Carter^ a  Baid.     Reports  of 

Carter,  S.  P.  Marshall,  Humphrey.  "Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Jones,  W.  E.     (Captain.)     Mentioned ^ 154 

Jones,  W.  E.     (General.)     Mentioned 131 

Jones,  "William.     Mentioned 556 

Jones,  "Willis  P.     Mentioned 978 

Jones,  W.  T.     Mentioned. 88.5,977 

Jordan,  Pat.     Mentioned 751 

Jordan,  Seth  A.     Mentioned 977 

Jordon,  William.     Mentioned 978 

Joubert,  Leon.     Mentioned 747 

Joyes,  E.     Mentioned 831 

Joyner,  William  H.     Mentioned 805,806 

Justice,  Sylvester.     Mentioned 647 

Kagay,  Daniel  H.     Mentioned 294 

Kammerling,  Gustave.     Mentioned 178 

Kane,  W.  J.     Mentioned 225 

Kansas  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Infantry — Regiments  :  8th,  74,  75, 179. 

Kavanaugh,  Delaney.     Mentioned 339 

Keeble,  James  M.     Mentioned 736 

Keeble,  R.  H. 

Mentioned 660,863,864,875,881,883-885,978 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn. ,  Dec.  31 , 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 888 

Keel,  Aurora  C.     Mentioned 596 

Keen,  Lorenzo  S.     Mentioned 323,  332 

Keil,  J.  V.     Mentioned 979 

Keith,  J.  J.     Mentioned 678 

Keith,  John  S.     Mentioned 215 

Kell,  John.     Mentioned 20,177,199,216,380,383,385,387 

Kellar,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 726 

Keller,  Aaron  H.     Mentioned 217 

Keller,  Amos.     Mentioned 216,  307 

Keller,  Georo;e. 

Correspondence  with  AY.  S.  Minor 110 

Mentioned 110,111 
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Kelley ,  John  A.     Mentioned 484 

Kelley,  William  J.     Mentioned 308,317 

Kellogg,  E.  R.     Mentioned 402 

Kellner,  Charles.     Mentioned 216,367 

Kelly,  John  H. 

Mentioned 660,771,776,845,847,859,879 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 869 

Kelly,  Michael  J.     Mentioned 650 

Kelly,  William  K.     Mentioned 978 

Kelso,  F.  M.     Mentioned 852 

Kelso,  James  V.     Mentioned 20 

Kelton^  J.  C.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,see  Army  Headquarters. 

Kendall,  W.  S.     Mentioned 65 

Kennard,  J.  M.     Mentioned 779 

Kennard,  O.     Mentioned 825,835 

Kennedy,  B.  C.     Mentioned 671 

Kennedy,  C.  W.     Mentioned 915 

Kennedy,  Frederick  H.     Mentioned 409 

Kennedy,  W.  G.     Mentioned 677 

Kennedy,  William.     Mentioned 365 

Kennett,  Henry  G.     Mentioned 182 

Kennett,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  M.  McCook 84 

Mentioned 77, 78, 182,  214, 357,  446,  526, 617, 620,  622, 625,  627, 628, 632, 642, 643 

Report  of  operations,  Dec,  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        620 

Kenny,  Curran.     Mentioned 979 

Kentucky. 

Expedition  from  Sparta,  Tenn.,  into,  Nov.  17-29,  1862 1 

Morgan's  Second  Raid,  Dec.  22,  1862-Jan.  2,  1863. 

Communications  from  Speed  S.  Fry 141 

Prisoners  (U.  S.)  captured.     Statement  of 673 

Reports  of 

Boyle,  Jeremiah  T 133,134 

Harlan,  John  M 134-137 

Hobson,  Edward  H 148 

Hoskins,  William  A 141 

Morgan,  John  H 153,154 

Wright,  Horatio  G 133 

See  also 

Dec.    24,  1862.   Glasgow.     Skirmish  at. 

25,  1862.   Greenes  Chapel.     Skirmish  near. 

27,  1862.  Elizahethtown.     Capture  of  Union  forces  at, 

29,  1862.  Johnson's  Ferry.     Skirmish  near. 

30,  1862.  JVeiy  Haven.     Skirmish  at. 
Operations  in,  Nov.  1,  1862-Jan.  20,  1863.     See 

Nov.  1,  1862.  Henderson  County.     Skirmish  in. 

5,  1862.  Piketon.     Affair  near. 

6,  1862.  Garreitshurg.     Skirmish  at. 
8,  1862.  Burkesville.     Skirmish  at. 

17-29,  1862.  Kentucky.     Expedition  from  Sparta,  Tenn.y  into. 
19,  1862.   Tunnel  Hill.     Skirmish  at. 

Tompkinsville.     Skirmish  near. 
24,  1862.  Tompkinsville.     Skirmish  near 
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Operations  in,  Nov.  1. 1862-Jan.  20,  1863.     See 
Nov.        25,  1862.   Calhoun.     Skirmish  at. 
Dec.  4,  1862.  Floyd  County.     Skirmish  iit. 

4-  5,  1862.  Presionhurg.     Capture  of  transports,    and    skirmish^ 
near. 
22,  1862-Jan.  2,  1863.  Kentucky.     Mortjan''s  Second  Raid. 
26,  1862.  Powell  County.     Capture  of  guerrilla  camp  in. 
Kentucky  Troops.     Mentioned.*     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  I^ight— Batteries :  Byrne'c,  661, 784, 785 ;  Cobb's,  63, 65, 68-70, 72, 

659, 679, 782, 785,  788,  825-832, 835-838,  908-910. 
CaYalry— Battalions :  2d  Rifles,  97,  99,  104,  108-110,  115,  119-122, 128,130  ; 
3dRifles,96,99,104, 108, 109,  111,  112, 115, 119-122, 127, 129, 130;   Stoner's,t 
66,  67.     Regiments  :  Faulkner's,  16  ;  2d  (Duke),  52, 148, 155 ;  2d  (Wood- 
ward), 20,21 ;  3d,  661,  970,  971 ;   4th,  90,  96,  99,  101, 102,  104, 108,  111,  117- 
120,  125,  128,  129;    5th,  661,  970;  6th,  661,829,  970, 971 ;  7th,  46,  52,  65-67, 
148, 155 ;  8th,  65-67,  148,  156,  157 ;  9th,  148, 15G  ;  10th,  155  ;  11th,  65, 66, 
148, 156. 
InfantTj— Regiments  :  2d,  50,  52,53,  56,  59,  63-72,  659,  679,  825-833,  835,  975; 
4th,  659, 679,  825-830, 835,  975 ;  5th,  115, 124-126, 12-^ ;  6th,  659, 679, 761, 782, 
825,  827-835, 975 ;  9th,  50, 52,  53,  56,  63-65,  68-72, 659, 679, 7f52, 7a5,  78d,  792, 
825, 827-829,  832, 833,  835,  836,  975. 
Kentucky  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Artillery,  Ught— Batteries :  A,  177, 210. 238, 242,  378,  391-393,  444 ;  B,  79, 178, 

211, 228, 239, 242,  407-412,  414,  415, 431,  432,  436, 437. 
Cavalry — Companies:  Twyman's,  5, 150.  Regiments:  1st,  182;  2d,  175-178, 
207,  210,  220,  379,  392  ;  3d,  77,  131, 182,  214,  297,  618-620,  623-625,  627,  628, 
643;  5th,  131,  179,  635;  6th,  143,145,162;  7th,  47,48, 182 ;  9th,  143-145; 
10th,  159-163  ;  11th,  45,  46, 53,  61, 62, 182 ;  12th,  138, 149, 150 ;  14th,  166. 
InisintTy— Regiments  :  1st,  180,  212,  245,446,526,527,529,  531-536,5^8,540; 
2d,  180,  212, 517,  526-529,  531-533,  536-540 ;  3d,  180, 190, 212, 228,459, 464- 
470, 480, 487-491 ;  4th,  47, 48, 136, 137, 139, 178 ;  5th,  34,  35, 37, 176, 205,  208, 
227,235,260,261,295,297,337-343,345,380;  6th,  180,212,517,542-546,  549, 
552,  553, 555-557 ;  8th,  74, 181, 213, 577, 599, 607, 608,  610-614  ;  9th,  181,  213, 
380,576,577,584-588,  590-592,594-596,  599,  809;  10th,  24,47-49,  139,  178; 
11th,  181,  213,  577,  584-589,  592,  593,  599  ;  12th,  142, 145-147, 178 ;  13th, 
138,  139,149,150;  15th,  177, 210 ;  16th,  142,  144-147;  21st,  181,  213,  599, 
607-609,  611,  613,  614  ;  23d,  181,  213, 470,  518, 559-565, 568-570,  572 ;  27th, 
33d,  150  ;  39th,  7,  8,  31,  32. 

Kepperly ,  Abraham.     Mentioned 410 

Kerby ,  N.  Martin.     Mentioned -. 676 

Kern,  John  T.     Mentioned 851,907 

Kerr,  Robert  A.     Mentioned 162, 163 

Kersey,  Silas  H. 

Mentioned 520, 563 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863    564 

Kerstetter,  Edmund  R.     Mentioned 466,  467, 469,  470 

Kerston,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 365 

Kessler,  Henry.     Mentioned 215. 553 

Kessler,  John  G.     Mentioned 179 

Kessler,  John  J.     Mentioned ^ 315 

Kessler,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned 33 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.     See  note,  p.  233, 

t  December  17,  1862,  with  Breckinridge's  battalion  formed  9th  Kentucky  Cavalry. 
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Keteltas,  Henry.     Mentioned 399 

Key,  Thomas  J. 

Meutioned 660 

Keport  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Teun.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 855 

Keys,  A.  C.     Mentioned 290 

Kibbler,  Francis  F.     Mentioned 600, 6U6 

Kibier,  W.  R.     Mentioued f<59 

Kiddoo,  Samuel  P.     Mentioned 974 

Kilgore,  C.  B. 

Correspondence  wi  th  John  P.  McCo wn 923 

Mentioned 918,929 

Kilroy,  William.     Meutioned 217 

Kimball,  T.  A.     Mentioned 903 

Kimberk,  S.  O.     Meutioned 479 

Kimberly ,  R.  L.     Meutioned 547 

Kimble,  Thomas  V.     Mentioued 435 

Kimbrough's  Mill,  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.    Skirmish  near,  Dec.  6, 1862.    Reports  of 

Anderson,  Charles 35 

Barnes,  Milton 37 

Buckley,  Harvey  M 34 

Palmer,  T.  R..... 38 

Sill,  Joshua  W 34 

Kimrey,  A.  S.     Mentioned 975 

King,  Orderly.     Meutioned 912,946 

King,  C.  F.     Mentioned 599,600 

King,  David.     Mentioned 388 

King,  Dempsey .     Mentioned 159, 160 

King,  Hiram  F.     Mentioned 602 

King,  James  H.     Mentioned 215,  563, 568 

King,  J.  M.     Mentioned 796,797,799 

King,  John  C.     Mentioned 398,402 

King,  John  H.     Mentioned 177, 203,  380,  382, 394,  395, 397-400,  408, 409 

King,  Richard.     Mentioned 440 

King,  Robert.     Mentioned 976 

King,  Robert  P.,  jr.     Mentioned 399 

King,  W.  A.     Mentioned 855 

Kinley,  Isaac.     Mentioned 181,559-561,563,567 

Kinman,  William  K.     Meutioned 975 

Kinney,  Michael.     Mentioued 975 

Kinney,  Nathaniel  C.     Meutioned  397 

Kinsey,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 500 

Kinsey,  H.  M.     Mentioned = „ 878,977 

Kinsey,W.  H.     Mentioued 851 

Kinsley,  James.     Mentioned 975 

Kirby,  Byron.     Mentioned 199,219 

Xirby,  Isaac  M. 

Mentioned 175,282,284 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        283 

Kirk,  Edward  N. 

Mentioned 12, 16, 17, 176, 193, 208, 227, 235, 255, 257, 264, 270, 295^299, 

300-305,  309,  310,  313,  314,  318-320,  323-326,  328,  329,  332, 333,  337    345 

Report  of  reconnaissance  toward  La  Vergne,  Tenn.,  Nov.  19,  1862 12 

Kirkland.  W.  W^     Mentioned 85G 
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Kirkpatrick,  M.  L.     Mentioned 963 

Kishler,  "William  S.     Mentioned 217 

Klein,  Robert. 

Mentioned 176,203,297,619 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26-31,  1862,  during  Stone's  River  Campaign  .. .       6-16 

Kleisendorff,  C.  "W.     Mentioned 831 

Kline,  Jacob.     Mentioned 404 

Kling,  Henry  H.     Mentioned 513 

Knaggs,  James  W.     Mentioned 431) 

Kneass,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 216,  398,  403 

Knefler,  Frederick. 

Mentioned 82,181,576,584,585 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenu.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 589 

Knob  Gap,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  26,  1862. 
Casualties.     See  Stone's  River  Campaign. 
Reports.     See  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  River  Campaign. 

Davis,  Jeflferson  C.  Marsh,  Jason.  Rosecrans,  W.  S. 

Gooding,  Michael.  Paine,  Hendrick  E.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Kirby,  Isaac  M.  Post,  P.  Sidney.  Taggart,  Wesford. 
McCook,  A.  McD. 

Knox,  George  G. 

Mentioned , 82,85,452 

Report  of  violation  of  flag  of   truce  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,    Dec.  15-16, 

1862 81 

Knox,  James.     Mentioned 282, 283 

Koen,  Robert  B.     Mentioned 719 

Koen,  T.  H.     Mentioned 718 

Krimbill,   William.     Mentioned -505,510 

Kuhlman,  Anton.     Mentioned 344 

Kuhlman,  Louis.     Mentioned 344 

Kuneman,  Jacob.    Mentioned 513 

Kunkler,  Gustave  A.     Mentioned 308 

Kyle,  Fergus.     Mentioned 968 

Lacy,  Edward.     Mentioned 443 

Lacy,  Robert.     Mentioned, 327 

Laiboldt,  Bernard. 

Mentioned 176,200,203,209,351,357,359,369 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 365 

Lair,  A.  K.     Mentioned 830 

Lake,  James  B. 

Mentioned 881 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 882 

Lamb,  William  H.     Mentioned 327 

Lamberson,  Cornelius  V.     Mentioned 204, 244 

Lane,  H.  M.     Mentioned 930 

Lane,  J.  N.     Mentioned 925 

Lane,  John  Q. 

Mentioned 180,469,493,494 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan,  3, 1863 499 

Langdon,  E.  Bassett.     Mentioned 258,266 

Lanier,  R.  F. 

Mentioned 658,745,746 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 746 

Lankford,  N.     Mentioned 973 
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Lankford,  "W.  H.     Mentioned 851,870 

Lanman,  John.     Mentioned 159,  160 

Lanning,  James  R.     Mentioned 976 

Lanom,  A.  T.     Mentioned 978 

Laracy,  "Walter.     Mentioned 979 

Larmer,  S.  P. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 96, 103 

Mentioned 96,97,103-106 

Larry,  W.  R.     Mentioned 973 

Lashbrooke,  "William.     Mentioned 828 

Lasselle,  "William.  P.     Mentioned 553,554 

Latimer,  John  M.,  jr.     Mentioned 284,285 

Latimer,  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 979 

Lauderdale,  John  A.     Mentioned 727 

Laughlin,  James. 

Mentioned 182,640 

Report  of  operations,  Jan.  1-5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Campaign 639 

Lavender,  Frank  M.     Mentioned 659,  813, 822 

Lavender,  John  "W.     Mentioned 914, 953 

La  Vergne,  Tenn. 

Operations  near,  Dec.  29-31, 1 862.     Report  of  Joseph  A.  S.  Mitchell 626 

Reconnaissances  to  and  toward. 
Nov.  19, 1832.     Reports  of 

Kirk,  Edward  N 12 

Sill,  Joshua  W 12 

Nov.  26-27, 1862. 

Communications  from  Braxton  Bragg 19 

Reports  of 

Housum,  Peter  B 17 

Rose,  Thomas  E 18 

Sill,  Joshua  W 15 

Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Dec.  9, 1862.     See  Dobbins^  Ferry,  Tenn. 

Dec.  11,  1862 2 

Dec.  26-27, 1862. 

Casualties.     See  Stone^s  Biver  Campaign. 
Reports  of 

Bartleson,  Frederick  A 482 

Buell,  George  P 480 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 446,  447 

Estep,  George 475 

Hascall,  Milo  S 464 

McKee,  Samuel 487 

Squires,  William  H 490 

See  also  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone'' s  River   Campaign.     Re- 
ports of 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L.    Mendenhall,  John.  Stanley,  David  S. 

Cruft,  Charles.  Minty,  Robert  H.  G.  Staudart,  William  E. 

Enyart,  David  A.  Murray,  Eli  H.  Swift,  Ebenezer. 

Hazen,  AVilliam  B.  Kewell,  Nathaniel  M.  Webb,  J.  D. 

Kennett,  John.  Osborn,  John.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Learning,  Henry,  Eosecians,  W.  S.  Wigsins,  J.  H. 

McCooli,  A,  McD.  Sedgewick,  Thomas  D.  Wood,  Thomas  J. 
Mauldin,  T.  H. 
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Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Dec.  30, 1862.      See  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5, 1863.     Stone's  River  Campaign, 

Reports  of 

Hardee,  TVilliam  J.  "Walker,  Moses  B.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Mauldln,  T,  H.  Webb,  J.  D.  Wiggins,  J.  H. 

Rosecrans,  W.  S.  \ 

Jan.  1,  1863.  -Sf 

Casualties.     See  Stone's  River  Campaign. 
Reports  of 

Dickinson,  William  H 628 

Inues,  William  P G51 

Zahm,  Lewis 634 

See  also  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.      Stone's  River   Campaign.     Re- 
ports of 

Buford,  Abraham.  Paramore,  James  W.  Wharton,  John  A. 

Burke,  Joseph  W.  Rosecrans,  W.  S.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Eldridge,  Lansingh  B.  Webb,  J.  D.  Zahm,  Lewis. 
Newell,  Nathaniel  M, 

La-wson,  J.  J.     Mentioned 336 

Lawson,  Orris  A.     Mentioned 177,  379,  390 

Leach,  "Wesley  H.     Mentioned 630 

Learning,  Henry. 

Mentioned 180,495 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jau.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         497 

Leaptrot,  Joseph  H.     Mentioned 867 

Lease,  "William  J.     Mentioned 534 

Leavell,  John.     Mentioned 315 

Lebanon,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  9,  1862 1 

Ledbetter,  P.     Mentioned 976 

Ledyard,  Edward  S.     Mentioned 960 

Lee,  Abijah  A.     Mentioned 204,290 

Lee,  George.     Mentioned 351 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Philip  H.  Sheridan. 

Lee,  George  C.    Mentioned 410 

Lee,  John.     Mentioned 650 

Lee,  John  B.     Mentioned 445 

Lee,  Robert  E.     Mentioned 698 

Leffingwell,  Josiah  "W.     Mentioned 275 

Leggett,  Algernon  S.     Mentioned 216,586,591 

Leggett,  Henry  F.     Mentioned 586 

Lehmann,  Christoph.     Mentioned 547 

Leigh,  H.  C.     Mentioned 925 

Leighton,  James  M.     Mentioned 56 

Lemon,  Joseph.     Mentioned 851 

Lemons,  S.     Mentioned 719 

Leneau,  "William  L.     Mentioned 386 

Lenderman,  N.  B.     Mentioned 679,  829 

Lenhart,  Jacob.    Mentioned 616 

Lennard,  George  "W.     Mentioned 180,461,493,495 

Lenoir,  T.  M.     Mentioned 758 

Lesley,  John  T. 

Mentioned 817,819 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  De;c.  31,  lS6i-Jcui.  3,  1663 818 

Leslie,  Frank.     Mentioned... „ --*...       479 


INDEX.  1055 

Page. 

Leslie,  J.  K.     Mentioned 673,776,848,858,866 

Letcher,  John.     Mentioned 31 

Letcher,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 147 

Letson,  John  E.     Mentioned 851  974 

Lettman,  Juliu.s.     Mentioned 215 

Leverich,  A.  J.     Mentioned 804 

Levy,  D.  C.     Mentioned 678,799 

Lewis,  G.     Mentioned 826, 836 

Lewis,  Granville.     Mentioned 713,  714 

Lewis,  J.  Beverly.     Mentioned 834, 975 

Lewis,  Joseph  H. 

Mentioned 659,825,826,828 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28,  1862-Jan.  2,  1863,  durinj^  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         831 

Ley  den,  A.     Mentioned 106 

L'Hommedieu,  T.    Mentioned 649 

Liddeli,  St.  John  R. 

Correspondence  with  Patrick  R.  Cleburne 862,  865 

Mentioned 660,  674,  680, 774-777,  780, 781, 844, 

845, 847-851, 854, 860,  861,  864,  865, 870,  871,  873-876,  879,  880,  883-887,  8S9, 
894,  898-900,  908, 910,  912, 913, 915,  916,  924,  927, 940,  944,  945,  948,  950, 952 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 856 

Liddeli,  W.  R.     Mentioned , 859 

Lieske,  Gustav.     Mentioned 646 

Liggett,  M.  G.     Mentioned 977 

Lillard,  John  M.     Mentioned 659,804 

Lilly,  Eli.     Mentioned 179 

Limberg,  George  T.     Mentioned , 43 

Lincoln,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Rosecrans 186 

Mentioned 42,43,159,186,198 

Lind,  John  S.     Mentioned 404 

Lindenfelser,  Stephen.     Mentioned 342 

Lindsay,  George  M.     Mentioned 936 

Lindsey,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 828,975 

Lindsley,  Henry.     Mentioned 713 

Lindsly,  Webster.     Mentioned 397,406 

Lingeman,  Samuel.     Mentioned 249 

Lipe,  Felix  E.     Mentioned 851 

Lipscomb,  A.  A.     Mentioned 797-799 

Lipscomb,  B.  C.     Mentioned 976 

Lisle,  "William  J.     Mentioned 140 

Lister,  Frederick  "W.     Mentioned 178 

Litson,  Richard  H.     Mentioned 204,272 

Little,  E.  B.     Mentioned 977 

Little,  Reuben  F.     Mentioned 403 

Little  Bear  Creek,  Ala.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  12,  1862.     See  Tuscumbia,  Ala.     Re- 
connaissance toward,  Dee.  9-14,  1862. 
Livingston,  Cortland. 

Mentioned 181 ,  240-242, 450, 454-456,  575,  576, 578, 599, 607 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863  - 582 

Livsey,  Joseph.     Mentioned 403 

Lizzard's,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  29,  1862.     See 

Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  Fiver  Campaign.     Reports  of 

Hall,  William  S.  Pugh,  John  L.  Rosecrans.  W.  S. 
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Llewellyn,  D.  H.     Mentioned , 68 

liocke,  M.  F. 

Mentioned 660,914,929 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 930 

Loder,  R.     Mentioned 452 

Loftin,  A.  W.     Mentioned 978 

Lofton,  W.  H.     Mentioned 978 

Long,  Eli.     Mentioned 252,619,650 

Lo:::^,  E.  T.     Mentioned 557 

Long,  George  "W.     Mentioned 297 

Long,  Seaborn.     Mentioned 957 

Longwell,  William.     Mentioned 410 

Loomis,  Cyrus  O.     Mentioned 177, 203,  380, 391 

Loomis,  J.  Q.     Mentioned 658,687,705-707,743,753-755,771,918,922 

Louisiana.     Military  departments  embracing 1 

Louisiana  Troops.     Mentioned.* 

Artillery,  Light — Battalions:  Washington  (Companies),  5th,  588,593,599, 
615,  659,  678,  721,  782,  784,  785,  793,  794,  799,  803;  804,  826,  829,  830,  837,  910, 
975. 

Cavalry — Regiments  :  1st,  94,  661. 

Infantry— ^rtYfa//o/7S  ;  14th,  659, 678,  793, 795-799,  801, 802,  975.  Regiments  : 
1st,  (Regulars),  658,  677,  692,899;  13th,  495,  496,  659,  678,  793,  795-799, 
801,  802,  975  ;  16th,  496,  552,  659, 678,793, 795-801 ;  2Oth,205,  461,  496,  6.59, 
678,  793, 795,  796,  799,  801, 802, 975  ;  25th,  552, 6.59, 678,  793, 795, 799-801. 

Lord,  R.  D.     Mentioned 284,  285 

Love,  R.  G.  A.     Mentioned 90 

Lovett,  L.  P.     Mentioned 342 

Lovin,  John  F.     Mentioned 673,846 

Lo'vV,  William  A.     Mentioned i 327 

Lowd,  W.  Q.    Mentioned 802 

Lowe,  George  K.     Mentioned 806 

Lowe,  Gid.  H.     Mentioned 804 

Lowe,  James  M.     Mentioned 978 

Lowe,  William  R.     Mentioned 406 

Lowrie,  James  A.     Mentioned 409,  412 

Lowry ,  John  N.     Mentioned 977 

Loyd,  Joseph  G.     Mentioned 600 

Lozier,  John  H.     Mentioned 435 

L.  S.     Correspondence  with  W.  B.  Richmond 703 

Lucas,  John.     Mentioned 341 

Luckett,  R.  F.     Mentioned 677 

Lucy,  J.  C.     Mentioned 976 

Ludlow,  Israel.     Mentioned 34,  382 

Luna,  J.  T.     Mentioned ,.„ 977 

Lythgoe,  A.  J.     Mentioned 659, 755,  977 

Lytle,  Captain.     Mentioned 985 

Lytle,  F.  H.     Mentioned 805 

Lytle's  Creek,  Tenn.     Skirmish,  Jan.  5,  1863. 

Casualties.    See  Stone's  River  Campaign. 

Reports.     See  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone's  River  Campaign. 

Mauldin,  T.  H.  Otis,  Elmer.  Thomas,  George  H. 

Minty  E-obert  H.  G.  Eosecrans,  W.  S.  TVebb,  J.  D. 

Murray,  Eli  H.  Spears,  Jimes  G.  "Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Negley.  James,  S.  Stanley,  David  S.  "Wynkoop,  John  E. 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.     See  note,  p.  233. 
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McAfee,  John.     Mentioned 976 

McAllister,  Henry  C.    Mentioned :;23,327 

McAlpin,  Henry.     Mentioned '217 

Mc Alpin,  James.     Mentioned 650 

Mc Arthur,  Dr.     Mentioned 351 

Mac  Arthur,  Arthur,  jr.     Mentioned 357, 365 

Mc Auliffe,  Michael.     Mentioned 975 

McBride,  S.  H.    Mentioned 974 

McCall,  J.  S.     Mentioned 733 

McCampbell,  James  H.     Mentioned 556 

McCann,  Richard.     Mentioned 960,961 

McCants,  A.  J.     Mentioned 977 

McCarty,  C.  F.     Mentioned 802 

McChadin,  Private.    Mentioned 851,907 

McChesney,  "William  R.     Mentioned 290 

McClain,  James.     Mentioned 977 

McClain,  J.  T.     Mentioned 973 

McClain,  Richard  W. 

Mentioned 181,608 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 614 

McClanahan,  E.  B.     Mentioned 740 

McClaskey,  C.  B.     Mentioned 832 

McCleery,  James.     Mentioned „ 543, 547 

McCleery,  William  P.     Mentioned 404 

McClellan,  George  R.     Mentioned 112, 129 

McClelland,  David.     Mentioned 216,468 

McClelland,  James  S. 

Mentioned 74,  75 

Report  of  expedition  from  Edgefield,  Tenn.,  Nov.  26-Dec.  1,  1862 21 

McClelland,  John  F.     Mentioned 308,315 

McClelland,  Thomas  D. 

Mentioned 643 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Woodbury,  Tenn.,  Jan.  19,  1863 985 

McClenahan,  John. 

Court  of  inquiry  in  case  of.     Battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn  . .   317 

Mentioned 316-318 

McClung,  J.  H.     Mentioned 567 

McClure,  R.  R.     Mentioned 915 

McCollum,  D.  L.     Mentioned 976 

McCollum,  J.  L.     Mentioned 680 

McComas,  Hamilton  C.     Mentioned - 150 

McConnell,  E.     Mentioned 402 

McConnell,  Humphrey  M.     Mentioned 216 ,  294 

McConnell,  John  H.     Mentioned 484 

McConnell,  Joseph.     Mentioned 217,398,403 

McCook,  Alexander  McD. 

Assignments  to  command 3 

Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Rosecrans - 255 

Mentioned 9,80,175,183,184,189-196,198, 

200-207, 215, 218, 219, 224, 226, 229, 234, 255, 259-261, 263, 265, 291,  t<92, 295, 
296, 306,  309, 340,  347,  349,  350, 357, 359,  372-374,  377, 378, 381,389,  394, 405- 
408,  416,  420, 421, 431, 433,  441, 442,  449, 451,  459,  467, 483,  517, 574, 617,  618, 
624,  627,  635, 637,  641, 643, 644,  648,  669, 683,  687,  688, 778, 843,  850,  897,  916 
Reports  of 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  23,  1862 158 

Stone's  River  Campaign,  Dec.  27,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863 251-253 
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McCook,  Anson  G-.  ^°' 

Mentioned 177,380,384 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863  . : 387 

McCook,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  A.  Cooper 419 

Mentioned 179, 419, 420, 638 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Cox's  Hill,  Tenn.,  Jan.  3,  1863 445 

McCook,  Edwaid  M. 
Correspondence  with 

Kennett,  John 84 

Minty,  Robert  H.  G 83 

Mentioned 46,76 

Reports  of 

Hartsville,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Dec.  7,  1862 51 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-12,  1862 77 

McCorkle,  John  D.     Mentioned 410 

McCormack,  John  E.     Mentioned 308 

McCown,  John  P. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton „ 917,  921 

Cheatham,  B.  F 918,922 

Ector,  M.  D 923 

Foote,  R.  E 924 

Hardee,  William  J 911,919 

Kilgore,  C.  B 923 

McNair,  E 918,923 

Mentioned 245,257,660,663,664,672, 

674, 680,  681,  686,  687,  706,  707,  735, 753, 754, 771-775,  777-780, 782,  784,  844, 
847,  853,  856-858,  875,  882,  893,  907, 917, 920, 921,  934,  937,  938,  940, 941, 943 
Reports  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign   911,917 

McCoy,  S.  D.     Mentioned 977 

McCoy,  Theodore  W.     Mentioned 308,315 

McCreery,  "William  B. 

Mentioned 176,203,351,357 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         362 

McCrosky ,  H.  A.     Mentioned 976 

McCulloch,  J.  B.     Mentioned 953 

McCuUoch,  Miller  R.     Mentioned 175,216,265,266 

McCurdy,  H.  J.     Mentioned 680,781,851,869 

McCurry ,  Obey.     Mentioned 975 

McDaniel,  W.  A.     Mentioned 677 

McDaniel,  W.  J.     Mentioned 978 

McDermit,  Charles.     Mentioned 871 

McDermont,  Clarke. 

Mentioned 202,220-222,258,261 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 258 

McDill,  David.     Mentioned 564 

McDonald,  Bedan  B.     Mentioned 175,284  285 

McDonald,  Isaac.     Mentioned •^>00 

McDonald,  Jonathan  S.     Mentioned 484 

McDonald,  William  H.  H.     Mentioned 332 

McDonald,  William  P.     Mentioned 873 

McDowell,  B.  G.     Mentioned - ^ 


I 


INDEX.  •  1059 

Page. 

McDowell,  H.     Mentioned 831 

McDowell,  Joseph  A. 

Mentioned 659, 81*2 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  18G2-Jan.  3, 1863 819 

McDowell,  R.  D.     Mentioned 677 

McDowell,  WilliamP.     Mentioned 381, 3o7 

McDuffie,  W.  A. 

Mentioned 660,925,926,940 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign      943 

McDuffy,  M.  v.     Mentioned 719 

McElfatrick,  I.  C.     Mentioned 323 

McElravy,  Thomas  C.     Mentioned 435,  440 

McE wen,  John  L. ,  jr.     Mentioned 881,  893, 978 

McFall,  J.  K.  P.     Mentioned 671 

McGannon,  Pleasant  C.     Mentioned 339 

McGaughy,  J.  H.     Mentioned 845,902 

McGee,  James  T.    Mentioned 914,931,979 

McGee,  M.  M.     Mentioned 974 

McGee,  W.  J.     Mentioned 839 

McGinnis,  "William.     Mentioned 440 

McGowan,  Irenus.     Mentioned 332 

McGrath,  John.     Mentioned 799 

McGrath,  Michael.     Mentioned 382 

McGrath,  Wallace.     Mentioned 308,316 

McGraw,  John  S.     Mentioned 180,  495 

McGrayel,  James.     Mentioned 279 

McGregor,  Don.     Mentioned 776, 781,  846, 851,  854, 974 

McGuire,  John.     Mentioned 975 

McGuire,  W.  J.     Mentioned 677 

McHugh,  Hugh.     Mentioned 979 

Mcllvain,  Alexander. 

Mentioned 180,501,503 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  27,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         512 

Mcllwain,  John.     Mentioned 286,287,289,293,294 

Mclntire,  Guy  C.     Mentioned 131,132 

Mclntyre,  J.  C.     Mentioned 677 

Mclvor,  John  E.     Mentioned 505 

Mack,  O.  A.     Mentioned 375 

MacLiall,  "W.  "W.     For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Braxton  Bragg. 

Mackay,  A.  J.     Mentioned 375,442 

McKay,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 140 

McKay,  Frederick  A.     Mentioned 204, 559 

McKee,  David. 

Mentioned 10,12,216,258,265,279,281 

Report  of  reconnaissance  toward  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  15-20,  1862 10 

McKee,  Samuel. 

Mentioned 180,199,216,461,467,468,470,489 

Reports  of 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  27,  1862 487 

Murfreesborougli  Pikp,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  1862 487 

McKelvaine,  R.  P.     Mentioned 659, 763-765 

McKenzie,  Green  M.     Mentioned 851,974 
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McKenzie,  James.     Mentioned 404 

McKenzie,  "W.  J.     Mentioned 925,  S40, 944 

McKibben,  T.  J.     Mentioned 292 

McKim,  James.     Mentioned 610 

Mackin,  Francis.     Mentioned 975 

McKinney,  Asa  "W.     Mentioned 534 

McKinstry,  Alexander.     Mentioned 659, 796, 798 

McKnight,  Joseph.     Mentioned 270 

McKnight,  R.  T.     Mentioned. 720 

McLaughlin,  E.  D.     Mentioned 955 

McLean,  T.  L.     Mentioned 801 

McLeland,  "William  E.     Mentioned 297 

McMackin,  Warren  E.     Mentioned 175,279,281 

McMahon,  Arnold.     Mentioned 438 

McMahon,  F.  S.     Mentioned 903 

McMahon,  James.     Mentioned 204, 559 

McMahon,  P.  H.     Mentioned 677 

McMasters,  Charles.     Mentioned 650 

McMichael,  H.  H.     Mentioned 976 

McMichael,  "William.     Eeport  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  7,  1862...         46 

McMicken,  M.  B.     Mentioned 671 

McMillan,  C.  W.     Mentioned  ....„ 91,92 

McMullen,  John.     Mentioned 871,874 

McMurry,  James  A. 

Mentioned " 658,705,733,736 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  Eiver,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 737 

McMurry,  T.  "W.     Mentioned 717,719 

McNabb,  J.  "W.     Mentioned 974 

McNair,  Evander. 

Correspondence  with  John  P.  McCown 918,  923 

Mentioned 660,681,773- 

775, 780, 845, 866,  867, 870, 911-919, 921-924, 926-928, 931, 940, 941, 946,  954 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 918,944 

McNairy,  F.  H.     Mentioned ^08 

McNamara,  Michael.     Mentioned 974 

McNeal,  G.  "W.     Mentioned 967,969 

McNiel,  D.     Mentioned 867 

McNeill,  A. 

Mentioned 659 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863 841 

McNish,  T.     Mentioned 92 

Macomber,  Elijah  A.     Mentioned 330, 332 

Macon,  J.  M.     Mentioned 973 

McPhetridge,  John  G.     Mentioned 534 

McRea,  "Washington.     Mentioned 751,  753 

McReynolds,  James  T.     Mentioned 660, 680,  776,  781, 846, 875, 878,  892, 978 

McRoberts,  J.  B.     Mentioned 390 

McS"wine,  H.  R.     Mentioned 733 

Mc"Vey,  J.  J.     Mentioned 973 

Magee,  David  "W.     Mentioned 179 

Magevney,  Michael,  jr. 

Mentioned 658,705,743 

Report  of  c.erations,  Dec.  30-31, 1862,  during  Stone's  River  Campaign 748 

Malin,  "W.  C.     Mentioned 977 
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Malin,  William  G.     Mentioned 316 

Mallett,  J.  H.     Mentioned 851,907 

Malone,  James  C,  jr.     Mentioned 661,968,970 

Malone,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 736 

Maloon,  G.  W.     Mentioned 331 

Manbeck,  James  W.     Mentioned  .  -• 382 

Manchester  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Jan.  4,  1863.     See 

Dec.  26   1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  Eiver  Campaign.     Beports  of 
Rosecrans,  W.  S.  "Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Manderson,  Charles  F. 

Mentioned 181,584,585,587-589,593 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863....  593,595 

Maney,  Frank.     Mentioned 658, 737 

Maney,  George. 

Mentioned 190,658,674,676,685, 

687,  688,  693,  704-709, 712, 722, 723,  737,  739,  740,  744,  746,  750,  755,  770,  926 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         733 

Manigault,  A.  M. 

Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 697 

Mentioned 659,687,688,696, 

697, 706-708,  723, 724,  734,  735, 744,  753-755,  757,  762, 763,  766,  767,  769,  771 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         274 

Mank,  WilUam  G.     Mentioned 308 

Mann,  J.  G.     Mentioned 708 

Mann,  Martin.     Mentioned  563 

Mannen,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 147 

Manning,  J.  O.     Mentioned i 914,931,979 

Manson,  Mahlon  D.     Mentioned 135, 138 

Maple,  Thomas  S.     Mentioned , 174,656 

Marberry ,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 718 

Marbury,  M.  P.     Mentioned 878 

Maret,  B.  W.     Mentioned 851,866,  (-67 

Marett,  E.  J.     Mentioned 906 

Markell,  Peter.     Mentioned 505,  515 

Marker,  Peter.     Mentioned 556 

Marks,  A.  S.     Mentioned 660,  775,  845,  875,  877,  882,  883, 977 

Marks,  S.     Mentioned 221,261,297,323 

Marney^  Amos.     Mentioned 417 

Marsh.  Jason. 

Mentioned 175,  270 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  cam- 
paign         274 

Marsh,  John  H.     Mentioned 708,737 

Marshall,  Alexander. 

Mentioned 178,239,242,410,411,433 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        413 

Marshall,  Humphrey. 
Correspondence  with 

Baldwin,  W.  W 113 

Clay,E.F 108,109 

Davidson ,  George  S 105 

Davies,T.W.W 108,110 
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Marshall,  Humphrey — Continued. 

Correspondence  with 

Dodamead,  T ,....   105  110 

Floyd,  John  B 107 

Giltner,  H.  L 111,114,113 

Hammond,  E 112 

Harman,E.  V 106 

Hawkins,  Hiram 126 

Jeffress,  W.  C  105 

Johnson,  Thomas 109 

Jones,  Samuel 106, 110 

Larmer,  S.  P 96. 103 

Minor,  W.  S 110 

Slemp,  Campbell 105,108,109,111 

Williams,  John  T 113 

Mentioned 8, 91, 95, 98, 103, 110, 123, 124, 128-130 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  165,  106. 

Reports  of  operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  7,  1863,  during  Carter's  Raid. ..  95, 103 
Marshall,  L.  G. 

Mentioned 658,  713 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 721 

Marshall,  R.  V.     Mentioned 278 

Martin,  A.     Mentioned 292 

Martin,  Alexander.     Mentioned 384, 385 

Martin,  A.  P.     Mentioned 802 

Martin,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 788,  827 

Martin,  Hezekiah  D.     Mentioned 327 

Martin,  James  G.     Mentioned 713 

Martin,  J.  D„     Mentioned 977 

Martin,  John  A. 

Mentioned 179 

Report  of  reconnaissance  toward  Franklin,  Tenn.,  Dec.  9, 1862 74 

Martin,  John  C.     Mentioned 463,  9Sb 

Martin,  J.  T.     Mentioned Si 

Martin,  J.  W.     Mentioned 852,867,869 

Martin,  Robert.     Mentioned 770 

Martin,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 973 

Martin,  Thomas.     Mentioned 721 

Masey ,  W.  W.     Mentioned 977 

Mason,  R,  M.     Mentioned 693 

Mason,  "William.     Mentioned 250 

Massey,  S.  T.     Mentioned 976 

Massey,  William  H.     Mentioned 217,505,515 

Mast,  E.  M.     Mentioned 604 

Mathes,  B.  N.     Mentioned 915 

Mathes,  George  M. 

Mentioned 915, 936 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam> 

paign 925 

Mathews,  Peter.     Mentioned 644, 645 

Mathias,  John  C.     Mentioned 506 

Matthew,  Joseph.     Mentioned 404 

Matthews,  R.  B.     Mentioned 837 

Matthews,  R.  L.     Mentioned 977 

Matthews,  Stanley.    Mentioned 73,317,449 
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Matthis,  H.     Mentioned 839 

Mattix,  C.     Mentioned 851.866,867 

Mauck,  Clarence.    Mentioned  .. ., 650 

Mauidin,  T.  H. 

Mentioned .' 391,661 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  Rivei  Cam- 
paign         961 

Maury,  Henry. 

Mentioned 659,793,794 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 800 

Maxey,  C.  F.     Mentioned 925 

Maxwell,  Obediah  C.     Mentioned 335,387 

Maxwell,  Thomas.     Mentioned 771 

Maxwell,  William  H.    Mentioned 404 

May,  James  H.     Mentioned 953 

May,  Lambert.     Mentioned 766,767 

May,  Reuben.     Mentioned lttl,608 

Mayes,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 586, 591 

Mayes,  "W^illiam  M.     Mentioned 903 

Maynard,  Horace.     Mentioned 87 

Mayson,  Corporal.     Mentioned 730 

Mead,  James  P.     Mentioned 204,215,281 

Meadows,  William  W.     Mentioned 973 

Mebane,  John  W. 

Mentioned 659,813 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 823 

Mechling,  Frank.     Mentioned 204,  435 

Medals  and  Badges.     (Confederate.) 

Act  of  Confederate  Congress  granting 972 

Roll  of  Honor  in  lieu  of,  ordered 972 

Meeker,  Edw^in  J.     Mentioned 557 

Meeks,  W.  T.     Mentioned 839 

Megrue,  Ambrose  R.     Mentioned 644 

Melendy ,  Richmond  W.     Mentioned 331 

Melson,  S.  E.     Mentioned 841 

Melton,  James  M.     Mentioned 178,417,418 

Melton,  William  D.     Mentioned 979 

Mendenhall,  John. 

Mentioned 203,221,451,452,522-525,579-581,583 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  2, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         453 

Menefee,  W.  C.     Mentioned 973 

Mercer,  Orderly.     Mentioned 422 

Mercer,  T.  E.     Mentioned 978 

Ivlcredith,  Charles  B.     Mentioned 404 

Merrill,  Jesse. 

Mentioned 199 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 234 

Messer,  John.     Mentioned 284,285 

Metcalf,  Richard.     Mentioned 382 

Metts,  J.  G.     Mentioned 973 

Michigan,  Governor  of.     Correspondence  with  Timothy  R.  Stanley 424' 

Michigan  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  'Light— Batteries  :  1st,  177, 210, 227, 236, 239, 242,  373, 374, 376,  378- 
380,390;  4th,  178,179,211,441-443;  5th,  179;  6th,  149,150. 
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Page. 
Michigan  Troops.    Mentioned— Continued. 

CsLvalTj— Regiments :  2d,  88-94,  148-150,153,154;  4th,  29,30,  76,  77,81,83, 

85, 131, 132, 182, 214,  543, 618,  619, 623-625,  628-631, 654-65(i. 
Engineers— /?e^//77e/7fs  :  1st,  182, 198, 215, 228, 622, 651. 

Infantry— /?e^//wewfs :  9th,  177,  374,  652-654;  10th,  27, 179,445;  11th,  178, 
211,  380,  408,  409,  421-424,  426-428,  434,437;  13th,  180,  205,  212,  228,462, 
474,  479,  501-505,  511,512;  14th.  4,  179,  211,  416-419;  21st,  176,  209,260, 
261,  356,  357, 362,  363  ;  25th,  149. 

Miohler,  Nathaniel.     Mentioned 199,  346 

Middle  Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Nov.  1,  1862-Jan.  20,  1863.     Communica- 
tions from 

Ewell,  Benjamin  S 657 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 657 

See  also 
Nov.  5,  1862.  Nashville.     Aciion  at. 

1862.   Gallatin.     Skirmish  at. 

Tyree  Springs.     Skirmish  at. 
White  Range.     Skirmish  at. 
1862.  Cumberland  Rivtr.     Skirmish  on  the. 
1862.  Silver  Springs.     Skii^mish  at. 

Lebanon.     Skirmish  at. 
1862.  Stone^s  River.     Capture  of  courier  station  on, 
1862.  Nashville.     Skirmish  near. 
1862.   Clarksville.     Reconnaissance  toward. 
Skirmish  at. 
Reconnaissance  toward. 
Skirmish  at. 
Reconnaissance  to. 
Operations  about. 


8 
9 

12 

13 

15-20 

18 

19 

25 

26-27 

26-30 


1862.  Rural  Hill. 

1862.  La  Vergne. 

1862.  Clarksville. 

1862.  La  Vergne. 

1862.  Springfield. 


26-Dec.  1,  1862.  Edgefield.     Expedition  from. 

27,  1862.  Mill  Creek.     Skirmish  at. 

28,  1862.   Carthage  road.     Skirmishes  on  the. 
29-Dec.  1,  1862.  Baird's  Mills.    Reconnaissance  from, 

Dec.  1,  1862.  Nolensville.     Skirmish  near. 

3,1862.  Nashville.     Attack  on  Union  forage  train  near, 
1862.  Holly  Tree  Gap.     Skirmish  near. 

Stewards  Ferry.     Capture  of  outpost  near. 

6,  1862.  KimbrongWs  Mill,  Mill  Creek.     Skirmish  near. 

7,  1862.  Hartsville.     Actional. 
9,  1862.  Dobbins'  Ferry.     Skirmish  at. 

Franklin.     Reconnaissance  toward. 
11,  1862.  La  Vergne.     Skii-mish  at. 
Nashville.     Skirmish  near. 
11-12,  1862.  Nashville.     Reconnaissance  from. 

14,  1862.  Nashville.     Attack  on  forage  train  near, 
15-16,  1862.  Flag  of  truce.      Violation  of. 

21,  1862.   Wilson  Creek  pike.     Skirmish  on  the. 

23,  1862.  Nashville.     Skirmish  near. 

24,  1862.  Nashville.     Skirmish  near. 
25,1862.    Wilson  Creek  pike.     Skirmish  on  the. 

Prim's  blacksmith  shop.     Skirmish  at. 
26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.  Stone's  River  Campaign. 
Jan.     8-14,  1863.   Wheeler's  Raid. 

10,  1863.   Clifton.     Skirmish  at. 
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Middle  Tennessee.     Operations  in,  Nov.  1,  1862-Jan  20, 1863 — Continued. 
See  also 
Jan.    13-15,  1863.  Murfreesboroiigh.     Reconnaissance  from. 
13-19,  1863.  NashviUe.     Reconnaissance f^'vm. 
19,  1863.   Woodbury,     Skirmish  near. 

Mihalotzy,  Geza.     Mentioned.. 177, 391 

Miles,  Milton  F.     Mentioned 304,308,316 

Miles,  "William  C.     Mentioned - 297 

Millard,  Harrison.     Mentioned 381, 406 

Mill  Creek,  Tenn. 

Affair  at,  Jan.  — ,  1863.     See  Wheeler's  Raid,  Jan.  8-14,  1863. 
Skirmish  at,  Nov.  27,  1862. 

Communications  from  Philip  H.  Sheridan 23 

Report  of  Philip  H.  Sheridan 22 

Miller,  Abram  O.     Mentioned 41,43,47-50,179 

Miller,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 406 

Miller,  H.  A.     Mentioned 435 

Miller,  J.  C.    Mentioned 718 

Miller,  John  B.     Mentioned 147 

Miller,  John  F. 

Mentioned 178, 198, 200, 211, 227,  406,  408-413,  415,  418, 421-423,  437, 439,  440 

Reports  of 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 • 436 

Stone's  River  Campaign.    Operations,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jau.  3, 1863,  during.       431 

Miller,  Joseph  E.     Mentioned 341 

Miller,  L.  N.     Mentioned 817 

Miller,  Louis.     Mentioned 563 

Miller,  F.  C.  F.     Mentioned 978 

Miller,  S.     Mentioned 479 

Miller,  Silas.    Mentioned 176,203,351,357,359 

Miller.  V.  D.     Mentioned 221 

Miller,  "William. 

Mentioned 659,813 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 814 

Milliken,  Minor.     Mentioned 27, 28, 182,  199,  216,  619,  655,  637,  640,  968 

Mills,  Anson.     Mentioned 397 

Mills.H.  A.    Mentioned 204 

Mills,  John  A.     Mentioned 73 

MJllsaps,  Devania.     Mentioned 976 

Minear,  A.  "W.  S.     Mentioned 428,429 

Mink,  "William.    Mentioned 973 

Minnesota  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— 5a ffer/es :  2d,  175,  208,  226,236,237,242,259,260,262-264, 

279,282-284. 
Infantry — Regiments  :  2d,  178. 
Minor,  B.  B. 

Correspondence  vrith  W.  B.  Richmond 703 

Mentioned 703,  704 

Minor,  W.*  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Abingdon,  "Va.,  Telp;.rraph  Operator  at 98 

Keller,  G 110 

Marshall,  Humphrey 110 

Mentioned 98,99,110,111 

Minter,  Landon  C.     Mentioned 217 
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Minton,  P.  A.     Mentioned 973 

Minty,  Robert  H   G. 

Correspondence  with  Edward  M.  McCook : 83 

Mentioned 76,  83,  182,  202,  214,  617,  620-622,  627,  628,  631,632,  648 

Eeports  of 

Flag-  of  truce.    Violation  of,  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  15-16,  1862...         83 

Holly  Tree  Gap,  Tenn.    Skirmish  near,  Dec.  4,  1862 29 

Stone's    River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.    26,    1862-Jan.   5,    1863, 

during 623 

Mississippi.     Military  Departments  embracing 1 

Mississippi,  Army  of  the.*     (Confederate.) 

Bragg,  Braxton,  resumes  command  of 1 

Divided  into  two  army  corps 1 

Hardee,  William  J.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  2d  corps 1 

Merged  into  Army  of  the  Tennessee 1 

Polk,  Leonidas,  assigned  to  command  of  1st  corps 1 

Mississippi  Troops.     Mentioned. t 

Artillery,  Light— 5a ffer/es  ;  Jefferson,  660,  680,  776,  844,  846,  875,876,878, 

881, 882, 894-897, 901, 906, 976  ;  Smith's,  658, 676,705, 706,  708, 709,  722,  733, 

735,  740-743,  752,  756  ;   Stanford's,  658,  676,  704,  708,  709, 722-725,  727,  731- 

733,  741,  742,  752,  756,  976 ;  Warren  Light  Artillery,  660,  680,  844, 845, 

859,  869-874,  910. 

InfautTx— Battalions  :    9th,  658,  677,  756,  976  ;    15th,  660,  680,  8.^1,  896, 898, 

907, 908.     Regiments :  5th,  659, 681 ,  838, 840,  976 ;  7th,  658,  677,  976 ;  8th, 

659, 681,  838-842,  976  ;  9th,  552,  658, 677, 976  ;  10th,552, 658, 677  ;  24th,  659, 

677,763-765,767;  27th,  659,  677,756,763,764,766,767  ;  29th,  659,677,724, 

763,  764,  767  ;  30th,  659, 677, 689,  724, 756, 763,  764, 767  ;  41st,  658,  <>77,  695, 

976 ;  44th,  658,  677,  717  ;  45th,  6G0,  680,  .s49, 851,  896,  898, 899, 906, 907. 

Missouri  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  'Light— Batteries :  Barret's,  659,677,732,763,768,769. 

Missouri  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Artillery,  Licrht— Regiments :  1st  (Batteries),  G,  177,  209,  227,  237,  238,  242, 

260, 348-350,  352,  353,  357, 360,  362, 365,  367, 368,  725. 

Infantry— /?e^//A7eA7fs  ;  2d,  176,  209, 227, 260, 261, 365-369, 545, 553 ;  15th,  176, 

209, 227, 260, 261,  364-366. 

Mitchell,  Charles  F.     Mentioned 216,484 

Mitchell,  F.  E.     Mentioned 973 

Mitchell,  H.  L.     Mentioned 817 

Mitchell,  Jacob.     Mentioned 315 

Mitchell,  Joseph  A.  S. 

Mentioned 182 

Report  of  operations  near  La  Vergne,  Tenn.,  Dec.  29-31,  1862 626 

Mitchell,  J.  C.  B.     Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 696 

Mitchell,  J.  L.     Mentioned 357 

Mitchell,  John.   .Mentioned 327 

Mitchell,  Josiah  F.     Mentioned 385 

Mitchell,  Milton  A.     Mentioned 415 

Mitchell,  Robert  B. 

Mentioned 179,198,372,4^6,445,626 

Report  of  Wheeler's  Raid,  Jan.  8-14,  1863 982, 983 

Mitchell,  S.  T.     Mentioned 204 

Mitchell,  T.  C.     Mentioned 977 

Mitchell,  Thomas  V.     Mentioned 619 

*  Of  the  "Western  Department. 

t  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.    See  note,  p.  233. 
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Mix,  Frank  "W. 

Mentioned 543,623,625,626 

Reports  of 

Jefferson  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  1862 629 

Wilson  Creek  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  21,  1862 131 

Mizell,  Sergcant-Major.     Mentioned 851,904 

Mizell,  J.  L.     Mentioned 978 

Mizner,  Henry  R.     Mentioned 404 

Moccasin  Gap,  Tenn.     Passage  of,  Dec.  29,  1862.     See  report  of  S.  P.  Carter, 
p.  88. 

Mohr,  James  F.     Mentioned 382 

Mohrhardt,  Francis.     Mentioned 351 

Moldenha-wer,  Ernst.     Mentioned 216 

Mollihan,  Mart.     Mentioned _. 315 

Molloy,  F.     Mentioned 671 

Monahan,  Frank.     Mentioned 975 

Moneypenny,  David  T.     Mentioned 342 

Monger,  Captain.     Mentioned .* 222 

Monroe,  James.     Mentioned 179 

Moody,  Granville. 

Mentioned 178,203,432,433,435 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863 439 

Moody,  Otis.     Mentioned 370 

Mooney,  P.     Mentioned 975 

Moore,  Absalom  B. 

Meut  ioned 43, 45-49, 57-61 ,  72 

Rejjort  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  7,  1862 52 

Moore,  Charles  P.     Mentioned 680,853 

Moore,  David  A.  B.     Mentioned..... 216,619,636,640 

Moore,  D.  F.     Mentioned 978 

Moore,  John.     (4l8t  Miss. )    Mentioned 841 

Moore,  John.     (97th  Ohio.)    Mentioned 500 

Moore,  John  A.     Mentioned 976 

Moore,  John  B.     Mentioned 828 

Moore,  John  E.     Mentioned 97C 

Moore,  John  F.     Mentioned 978 

Moore,  Joseph.     Mentioned 480 

Moore,  McCaslin.     Mentioned 331 

Moore,  Orlando  H.     Mentioned 149 

Moore,  Robert.     Mentioned 828 

Moore,  Robert  S.     Mentioned 170,416 

Moore,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 2^8 

Moore,  "W.  E.     Mentioned 779 

Moore,  William  L.     Mentioned 658,676,690,704,707,710,711,714,716 

Morehead,  James  T. 

,  Mentioned 68-70,975 

Report  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  7,  1862 71 

Moreno,  S.  A.     Mentioned 839 

Morgan,  Charlton  H.     Mentioned 68 

Morgan,  James  D. 

Mentioned 9, 179, 445 

Reports  of 

Baird's  Mills.  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  to,  Nov.  29-Dec.  1,  1862 26,27 

Stewart's  Ferry,  Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Capture  of  outpost  near,  Dec. 

4,  1862..'. 30 
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Morgan,  James  "W.     Mentioned 534 

Morgan,  J.  B.     Mentioned 669, 764 

Morgan,  J.  H.     Mentioned 681, 839 

Morgan,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton 63 

Smith,  H.  S 156 

Mentioned 4. 5, 15, 20, 24, 28, 50. 53, 56, 57, 

62-65,  68-71, 133-144, 146-150,  233,  371,  654, 657,  661, 663,  672,  673,  985, 986 

Reports  of 

Hartsville,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Dec.  7,  1862 65 

Kentucky.     Morgan's  Second  Raid,  Dec.  22, 1862-Jan.  2,  1863 153, 154 

Morgan,  John  T.     Mentioned..* 6,651,661,958,962,965 

Morgan,  M.     Mentioned * 616 

Morgan,  "William.     Mentioned 554 

Morgan,  William  E.     Mentioned • 658,706,743,745,746 

Morgan,  William  M.  .Mentioned 215 

Morgan's  Second  Raid.     Dec.  22,  1862-Jan.  2,  1863.     See  Kentucky. 

Morrie,  G.  W.     Mentioned 925 

Morris,  James  H.     Mentioned 216,648 

Morris,  R.  L.     Mentioned 403 

Morris,  W.  J.     Mentioned 692 

Morrison,  A.  M.     Mentioned 564,  570 

Morrison,  J.  C.  F.     Mentioned 851,907 

Morrison,  J.  J.     Mentioned 95 

Morrison,  T.  W.     Mentioned 266 

Morton,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 566 

Morton,  Harry.     Mentioned 547 

Morton,  James  St.  Clair. 

Mentioned 182,185,186,191,194,195, 

197, 198,  201, 214,  215, 224,  229, 241,  247,  249, 408,  409,  456,  481, 485, 492,  575 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 243 

Morton,  O.  P.     Mentioned 308 

Moseley,  J.  F.     Mentioned 67 

Mosier,  J.  W.     Mentioned 978 

Moss,  A.  J.     Mentioned 278 

Moss,  B.  F.     Mentioned 841 

Moss,  James  "W.     Mentioned 831 

Moss,  L.  C.     Mentioned 831 

Moss,  T.  E.     Mentioned 831 

Mote,  James  A.     Mentioned 973 

Mott,  W.  H.    Mentioned 726 

Mottley,  Erasmus  L. 

Mentioned 181,584,585,587,588 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863....  592,593 

Moyer,  Frank.     Mentioned 469 

Muldraugh's  Hill.  Ky. 

Affair  at,  Dec.  31,  1862.     See 

Dec.  22, 1862-Jan.  2, 1863.    Kentucky.    Morgan's  Second  Raid.    Beports  of 
Hoskins,  W.  A.  Morgan,  John  H. 

Skirmish  at,  Dec.  28,  1862.     See 

Dec.  22, 1862-Jan.  2, 1863.    Kentucky.    Morgan's  Second  Raid.    Reports  of 
Harlan,  John  M.                                         Morgan,  John  H. 
Mulherrin,  S.  H.     Mentioned 946 
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Mullen,  Bernard  F. 

Mentioned 181,608 

Keport  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jjm.  31,  1863 609 

Mulligan,  James  B. 

Mentioned 177,204,397 

Keport  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 405 

Mullins,  R.  W.    Mentioned '.  - .       977 

Munfordville,  Ky.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  26,  1862.    See  Bacon  Creek,  Ky. 

Mungen,  Robert.     Mentioned 43^ 

Munger,  William  A.     Mentioned 222,48-2 

Munitions  of  War.     Supplies  of,  etc.     Communications  from 

Dils,  John,  jr 8 

Paul,  J.  R 224 

Semple,  Charles 792 

Simmons,  Samuel 224 

Taylor,  John  W 225,226 

Murdoch,  Lieutenant.     Mentioned , 296 

Murdock,  T.  F.     Mentioned 575,578,595 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn. 

Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863.     See  Stones  liiver,  Tenn.     Battle  of 
Occupied  by  Union  forces,  Jan.  5,  1863.     See 

Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone's  Biver  Campaign.     Beporis  of 

Kegley,  James  S.  Eosecrans,  "W.  S.  Thomas,  George  H. 

Reconnaissance  from,  Jan.  13-15,  1863. 

Communications  from  Milo  S.  Hascall 985 

Report  of  George  D.  Wagner 984 

Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Dec.  29-30,  1862.     Report  of  Braxton  Bragg 661 

See  also  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  Biver  Campa'ujn.     Be- 
ports  of 

Anderson,  Charles.  Harker,  Charles  G.  Eaffen,  Alexander  W. 

Anderson,  J.  Patton.  Hathaway,  Gilbert.  Kansom,  Albert  G. 

Barret,  Overton  TV.  Hescock,  Henry.  Rose,  Thomas  E. 

Bennett,  John  E.  Hewitt,  James  W.  Eosecrans,  W.  S. 

Bradley,  Cullen.  Hibbard,  Elisha  C.  Eoss,  Isaac  N. 

Bradley,  Luther  P.  Hunt,  Thomas  H.  Sedgewick,  Thomas  D. 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  Johnson,  J.  B.  Semple,  Henry  C. 

Bush,  Asahel  K.  Eirby,  Isaac  M.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Carlin,  TVilliara  P.  Lewis,  Joseph  H.  Sherman,  Francis  T, 

Chandler,  "William  P.  McCown,  John  P.  Shoemaker,  Michael. 

Cheatham,  B.  F.  McCreery,  William  B.  Standart,  "William  E. 

Cobb,  Eobert.  McDuffie,  W.  A.  Stanford,  T.  J. 

Collins,  Joseph  P.  Mcllvain,  Alexander.  Stanley,  Timothy  E. 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L.  Magevney,  Michael,  jr.  Stewart,  Alexander  P. 

Cruft,  Charles.  Maney,  George.  Stiles,  Henry  E. 

Davis,  Jefferson  C.  Marsh,  Jason.  Streight,  Abel  D. 

Dodge,  Joseph  B.  Marshall,  Alexander.  Taggart,  Wesford. 

Dysart,  Alexander  P.  Mathes,  George  M.  Thomas,  George  H. 

Edgarton,  Warren  P.  Mendenhall,  John.  Trabue,  Eobert  P. 

Ehrler,  Francis.  Miller,  John  F.  '  Vaugban,  A.  J.,  jr. 

Ellsworth,  Alban  A.  Olson,  Porter  C.  Waters,  David  D. 

Given,  Josiah.  Osborn,  John.  Webb,  J.  D. 

Gooding,  Michael.  Paine,  Hendrick  E.  Withers,  Jones  M. 

Greusel,  Nicholas.  Palmer,  John  M.  Whitbeck,  Horatio  N. 

Grose,  William.  Parsons,  Charles  C.  Wood,  Thomas  J. 

Hamrick,  Thomas  H.  Polk,  Leonidas.  Woodruff',  William  E. 

Hardee,  William  J.  Post,  P.  Sidney.  Woodward,  Pyrrhus. 

Jan.  4,  1863.     Report  of  Joseph  Wheeler 957 
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Murfreesborough,  Tenn. — Continued. 
Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Jan.  4,  1863.     See  also  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone' 8  River  Cam- 
jpaign,     Eeports  of 

Kosecians,  "W.  S.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Murfreesborough  Campaign.     Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     See  Stone^s  River 

Camjjaign. 
Murfreesborough  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  1862.     Reports  of 

Bartleson,  Frederick  A 482 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 447 

Estep,  George 475 

Hascall,  Milo  S 464 

McKee,  Samuel 487 

Squires,  William  H 490 

See  also  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  River  Camjmign.    Reports  of 
Crittenden,  Thomas  L.  Mendenhall,  John.  Wood,  Thomas  J. 

Murphey,  Topley .     Mentioned 973 

Murphy,  John.     Mentioned 217,604 

Murphy,  John  J.     Mentioned 14, 093 

Murphy,  M.     Mentioned 976 

Murphy,'  Martin.     Mentioned 650 

Murphy,  Richard.     Mentioned  . .  1 770 

Murphy,  "Wyman.     Mentioned 204, 244 

Murray,  Douglas  A. 

Mentioned 182,621 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign   - 641 

Murray,  Eli  H. 

Mentioned 182,202,204,526,620,621,623,625 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign    627 

Murray,  George  R.     Mentioned 601 

Murray,  John  E. 

Mentioned 660,776,848,858 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 865 

Murray,  Robert.     Mentioned 219 

Muscroft.  Charles  S.     Mentioned 222.  3«1 

Mutiny.     Anderson  Cavalry 2 

Myers,  D.  E.     Mentioned 971 

Myers,  L.  D.     Mentioned 38,463 

Naylor,  "William  A.     Mentioned 478 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

Action  at,  Nov.  5,  1862. 

Communications  from  James  S.  Negley 3 

Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton 6 

Forrest,  Nathan  B 6 

Negley,  James  S 3 

Smith,  R.  F 5 

Attacks  on  forage  train  near. 

Dec.  3,  1862.     Report  of  George  W.  Roberts 28 

Dec.  14,  1862. 

Communications  from  T.  R.  Stanley '^ 

Reports  of 

Scott,  Joseph  R 79 

Stevens,  Sylvanus  H.,  jr - 80 
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Nashville,  Tenn.— Continued. 
Reconnaissances  from. 

Dec.  11-12,  1862.   Reports  of 

McCook,  Edward  M 77 

Stanley,  David  S 76 

Wharton,  John  A 77,  78 

Jan.  13-19,  1863 3 

Skirmishes  near. 

Nov.  13,1862 1 

Dec.  11,  1862 2 

Dec.  23,  1862.     Reports  of 

McCook,  Alexander  McD 158 

Wharton,  John  A 159 

Dec.  24,  1862 2 

Violation  of  flag  of  truce  near,  Dec.  15-16,  1862.     See  Flag  of  Truce, 

Neal,  E.  H.     Mentioned 479 

Neal,  Moses  M.     Mentioned 217,314,315 

Neff,  Elias.     Mentioned 180,461,494,497-499 

Neff,  Francis  L.     Mentioned 534 

Neff,  J.  I.     Mentioned 284,285 

Negley,  James  S, 

Correspondence  with 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 3 

Stanley,  T.  R 79 

Mentioned 7,10,80,131,178,184,185,189-191, 

193-195,  198, 200, 202, 204, 210, 218, 221, 225, 227, 234, 239,  244, 248-250, 252, 
254,  255,  311,  348,  349,  355,  369,  370,  372-378,  383,  386, 405,  411,  412,  414,  415, 
418, 420-422, 424,  429-433,  435, 440, 449, 451,  456,  459,  471,  472, 516,  517,  520, 
525,  527,  528,  533-535,  537-539,  543,  548,  556,  560, 579,  .580, 027,  G88, 778,  810 
Reports  of 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Nov.  5,  1862 3 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  dur- 
ing         406 

Neibling,  James  M. 

Mentioned 178,203,432,433,435,439 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 438 

Neilson,  E.  R.     Mentioned 659,764 

Nell,  George  W.     Mentioned 147,242 

Nelson,  A.  B.     Mentioned 973 

Nelson,  B.  T.     Mentioned 973 

Nelson,  G.  D.     Mentioned 976 

Nelson,  Logan  H.     Mentioned 807 

Nelson,  "Wrlliam.     Mentioned 518 

Netley,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 582 

Newberry,  Henry  L.     Mentioned 199 

Newell,  Jason  W.     Mentioned 656 

Newell,  Nathaniel  M. 

Mentioned 182,526,621,623,651,654 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  9,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        622 

New  Haven,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  30,  1862.     Report  of  William  H.  Benne- 

SOQ 151 

New  Market,  Ky.     Affair  near,  Dec.  31,  1862.     See  MuldrauyWs  Hill,  Ky. 

Nicar,  Edwin.     Mentioned 496 
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Nich  olas,  Thomas  P.     Mentioned 177  379 

Nicholas,  William.    Mentioned 6I5 

Nichols,  C.  A.     Mentioned 915 

TNichols,  Joseph.    Mentioned 828  975 

Nicklin,  Benjamiin  S.     Mentioned 182 

Nieman,  Anton.     Mentioned 276 

Nix,  Christian.     Mentioned 217  365 

Noble,  Ed-ward.     Mentioned 609 

Noble,  George  M.     Mentioned 535 

Nodine,  Richard  H.  Mentioned 21, 175, 255,  258,  291 

Nolan,  Thomas.     Mentioned 975 

Nolensville,  Tenn. 

Eeconnaissance  to,  Jan.  13-15,  1863.     See  Murfreeshorongh,   Tenn.    Becon- 

naissancefrom,  Jan.  13-15,  1863. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Dec.  1,  1862.   Eeport  of  John  A.  Wharton 28 

Dec.  26,  1862. 

Casualties.    See  Stone's  River  Campaign. 

Keports.     See  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone's  Biver  Campaign. 

Bennett,  John  E.  McCook,  A.  McD.  Stiles,  Henry  E. 

DaTis,  Jefferson  C.  Marsh,  Jason.  Swift,  Ebt'nezer. 

Ehrler,  Francis.  Paine,  Hendrick  E.  Taggart,  "Wesford. 

Gooding,  Michael.  Post,  P.  Sidney.  Thomas,  George  H. 

Humphrej=,  Charles  B.  Kosecrans,  W.  S. 

Dec.  30,  1862.     See  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,     Stone's  Biver  Campaign. 
Reports  of 

Davis,  Jefferson  C.  Rosecrans,  W.  S.  "Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Kirby,  Isaac  M.  Webb,  J.  D.  Wiggins,  J.  H. 

Mauldin,  T.  H. 

Nolin,  Ky.    Capture  of  stockade  at,  Dec.  26,  1862.     See  report  of  John  H.  Mor- 
gan, p.  154. 

Norah,  R.  A.     Mentioned 297 

Norris,  J.  T.     Mentioned 678 

North  Carolina.     Military  departments  embracing 1 

North  Carolina  Troops.*     Mentioned. 

Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs  :  29th,  660,681,937-940,943,976;  39th,  659,  677,717, 
766, 976  ;  60th,  659, 679,  784, 811,  812, 814,  816, 819, 820  ;  62d,  90. 

Northcott,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 222 

Northern  Alabama.     Operations  in.     See  Tuscumbia,  Ala.     Beconnaissance  to- 
ward, Dec.  9-14,  1862. 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of.     Henry  Heth  assigned  to  duty  in 3 

Norton,  Charles  A.     Mentioned 308,315,316 

Norton,  D.  W.     Mentioned 518 

Norwood,  J.  W.     Mentioned 962 

Nuckols,  Joseph  P.     Mentioned 828 

Numney,  S.  J.     Mentioned 973 

Nunn,  E.  F.     Mentioned 851,900,906,907 

Nute,  Charles.     Mentioned 163 

Oakley,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 688,738 

O'Bannon,  L.  W.     Mentioned 671 

O'Brien,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned 976 

O'Brien,  W.  J.     Mentioned 973 

Occleston,  W.  B.     Mentioned 394,398-400 

O'Connell,  Patrick.    Mentioned ^^4 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.    See  note,  p.  233. 
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O'Conner,  John.    Mentioned 606 

O'Duhigg,  A.     Mentioned 802 

Ogden,   Morgan  L.     Mentioned 398,404 

Ogilby ,  Frederick  D.     Mentioned 399 

0'Hara,T.     Mcutioned 784-787,796 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  C.  Breckinridge. 
Ohio  Legislature.      Congratulatory  resolutions.     Battle  of    Stone's  Kiver, 

Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 187 

Ohio  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  luxght— Batteries :  6th,  180,  205,  212,  228,  240,  242,  448,  454-457, 
462,464,  471,473,  474,478,  479,501-505,508,512,  514,515,  581.  Regiments: 
1st  {Batteries),  A,  176,  193,  208,  227,  235,  236,  242,  260,  261,  295,  297,305, 
309,  312,  314, 338,  627, 628  ;  B,  181,  213,  240,  242,  408,  415,  454-456, 516, 517, 
519-521,526-530,536-538;  C,  24,47,48,  137-139,179;  D,  182,214,622-624, 
651, 6.54;  B,  13, 176, 193, 208, 227, 235, 242, 295, 296, 299-305,  319, 320,  323-325, 
328, 329,  332,  335  ;  F,  181, 213,  240,  242,  455,  456, 519,  521-523, 5.54,  556,  560  ; 
G,  178,211,  228,  239,242,  406-416,  431,  432,436,437  ;  M,  178,  211,  228,239, 
240, 242, 406-410, 415,  423,  426,  430,  432. 
Ca^Yslvj— Regiments :  1st,  182, 214,  375,  619,  632,  635-640, 643,  644 ;  2d,  94  ; 
3d,  182, 214, 228,  445,  619,  621, 632-638,  641-644, 985, 986  ;  4th;  182, 214, 445, 
619,  621, 633, 635-639, 643-646 ;  7th,  88-90, 92-94. 
Infantry— Co/nyoa/7/es;  4th  Sharpshooters/ 150.  Regiments:  1st,  34,35, 
176, 208, 259, 261, 295,  337-339, 341-346  ;  2d,  20, 177, 205, 210,  378,  380,  383- 
387,  390,  397 ;  3d,  177, 210, 227,  379 ;  6th,  181, 213, 380,  394,  400, 468,  469,  518, 
559,  560,  562-564, 567-573 ;  9th,  178 ;  10th,  174, 198, 229,  442,  649, 651,  654- 
656;  13th,  181,213,597-599,603,604;  14th,  139, 178;  15th,  175,208,227, 
259, 261, 294,  304-307, 309,  310,  315-317  ;  17th,  178, 211,  441, 443, 444  ;  18th, 
178, 211, 228,  380,  408,  409,  421-425,  427-430,  434, 518 ;  19th,  181, 213,  576, 577, 
584, 585,  587-591,  593-596,  599 ;  21st,  178, 211, 228, 245,  408, 409, 411, 414,  432- 
436, 438,  439, 588 ;  24th,  181, 213,  468, 469,  518,  545, 559-565,  569-573 ;  26th, 
180, 212, 228,  464-466, 468-470,  476,  482,  483, 485, 488,  490-492, 494 ;  31st,  178, 
211. 441,  444  ;  33d,  20.  177, 210, 248,  378,  383-385,  390 ;  35th,  178 ;  38th,  178, 
211,441,444;  41st,  180,212,518,542,544-546,  548,  549,  551,  552,  555-559; 
44th,  161;  49th,  175,208,227,259,  261,  294,  304-306,  308-310,  315;  51st, 
181,  213,  577,  599,  607-616;  52d,  179,  445;  59th,  181,213,  569,  597,  598, 
603-607  ;  64th,  180, 212,  492, 501-506, 511-513  ;  65th,  180, 212, 501-506,  510, 
511,513-.515,597;  69th,  4,79,178,211,408,409,421-423,  430,  431,  434,  435; 
74th,  178, 211, 228,  408,  409,  432,  434,  436,  43%  439,410;  79th,  182;  90th, 
180,212,  228,  519,  526-531,  533,  535,538,540-542;  93d,  34-36, 176, 209,  227, 
259,261,295,330,337-339,343-346;  94th,  177,210,383-386,388-390;  97th, 
35,37,38,180,212,469,493,495,499,  500;  99th,  181,213,  599,607-611,  613, 
614,  616 ;  101st,  175, 190, 208, 226, 252,  259,  260,  262,  280-286, 775,  845, 898, 
902 ;  105th,  179, 228  ;  106th,  42,  45, 46, 52-55, 57-61, 72  ;  108th,  42, 45, 46, 
52-55, 57-62. 

OladoTvski,  H.     Mentioned 671 

Oldham,  John.     Mentioned 69-71 

Oliver,  John  C.     Mentioned 973 

Olson,  Porter  C. 

Mentioned 176,  .351,  357,367 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  4, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         358 

Olson,  Soren  L.     Mentioned 215, 359 

O'Neal,  G.  W.     Mentioned 878 

*  Afterward  Co.  K,  79th  Ohio  Infantry. 
68  R    R— VOL   XX,    PT   I 


1074  INDEX. 

Pag». 
Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Confederate  Troopa 658-C61, 674, 675, 693,  709, 780, 799, 807, 814, 829, 84o 

Union  Troops  . . : 174-18:^,  200, 201 

Orr,  F.  M.     Meutioued 680,^79,884 

Orr,  James  L.     Mentioned 391 

Orr,  James  P.     Mentioned 573 

Orrill,  L.  C.     Mentioned 279 

Osborn,  John. 

Mentioned 180,202,526,529,530,539 

Keport  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  Kiver  Cam- 
paign        532 

Osborn,  John  C.     Mentioned 139 

Osborne,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 851,854 

Osburn,  Norval. 

Mentioned 181,240,455,456,546 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign       521 

Otey,  H.  S.     Mentioned 855 

Otey,  W.  N.  M.     Mentioned 692 

Otis,  E.  A.     Mentioned 575,578 

Otis,  Elmer. 

Mentioned 182, 188, 199, 203, 220,  620,  621, 626, 984, 985 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         648. 

Overall's  Creek,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  31,  1862.     See 

Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  River  Campaign.     Reports  of 
Buford,  Abraham.  Otis,  Elmer.  "Webb,  J.  D. 

Cupp,  Valentine.  Paramore,  James  "W.  Wharton,  John  A. 

Hardee,  William  J.  Parkhurst,  John  Gr.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Klein,  Hobert.  Pugh,  John  L.  Wiggins,  J.  H. 

McDufiae,  W.  A.  Rosecrans,  W.  S.  Wynkoop,  John  E. 

Minty,  Robert  H.  G.  Stanley,  David  S.  Zahm,  Lewis. 

Murray,  Douglas  A. 

Overton,  John.     Mentioned 882 

Owen,  D.  "W.     Mentioned 677 

Owens,  Hector.     Mentioned 489 

Owsley,  John  Q.     Mentioned 179 

Paine,  Eleazer  A.     Mentioned 182 

Paine,  Hendrick  E. 

Mentioned 175,270 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        272 

Palmer,  Baylor.     Mentioned 156 

Palmer,  C.  M.  R.     Mentioned 975 

Palmer,  John  M. 

Mentioned 81,180,189-195,198, 

201, 202, 212, 218, 225,  228, 240, 265, 307,  312. 349,  350, 370,  372,  373,  407, 429, 
431,  432,  434, 446, 448-451,  4.53-455,  457, 459,  461,  467,  471,  497,  523,  524,  526, 
529, 531, 534, 535, 545, 550, 5.55,  568,  569,  572,  573,  576, 620, 623, 629, 689, 778 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  27,  1862-Jan.  4, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         515 

Palmer,  Joseph  B. 

Mentioned . .  6,  659,  690, 772, 777,  779-781,  783-785, 803,  808,  >^09,  811, 818, 823, 825,  827 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863  ....  804,805 

Palmer,  O.  S.     Mentioned.... .......,.,.,.._, 900,906 
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Page 
Palmer,  T.  R. 

Mentioned 463,473 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Kiinbrong;li's  Mill,  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.,  Deo.  6, 1862.         38 
Paramore,  James  W 

Mentioned 622 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  1,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        643 

Parcher,  Lyman.     Mentioned 284, 285 

Parham,  E.  B.     Mentioned 677 

Parham,  George  T.     Mentioned. 978 

Parham,  R.  T.  B.     Mentioned 973 

Park,  Harvey  S.     Mentioned 175,290 

Parke,  William  H.     Mentioned 308 

Parker,  F.  S.,  jr.     Mentioned 671 

Parker,  Silae  L.     Mentioned 216 

Parkhurst,  Johfi  ft. 

Mention©<l.. 177,374 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  1,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         652 

Parramore,  J.  B.     Mentioned 817 

Parrish,  O.  F.     Mentioned.. 851,974 

Parsley,  Demetrius.     Mentioned 52 

Parsons,  Charles  C. 

Mentioned 181, 240, 242,  454-457, 516, 518, 547, 560, 566, 570, 5T9 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign       523 

Parsons,  Edwin  B.     Mentioned 365 

Parthenia,  Steamer.     Mentioned 980,981 

Patchin,  Lester  T.     Mentioned 217,555 

Pate,  James  M.     Mentioned 974 

Patten,  James  R.     Mentioned 327 

Patten,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 441 

Patterson,  A.  A.     Mentioned 677 

Patterson,  James  K.     Mentioned 391 

Patterson,  J.  H.     Mentioned 676 

Patterson,  J.  P.     Mentioned 204, 559 

Patterson,  Thomas  S.     Mentioned 841 

Patterson,  William  L.     Mentioned 338 

Pattison,  T.  r.     Mentioned 658,745 

Patton,  D.  R.     Mentioned 677 

Patton,  Robert.    Mentioned 397 

Patton,  R.  T.     Mentioned 586,591 

Patton,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 978 

Paul,  J.  R.     Mentioned 224,381 

Payne,  Jesse  G.    Mentioned 215 

Payne,  Thomas  W.    Mentioned 975 

Peacock,  J.  B.     Mentioned 973 

Pealer,  Franklin.     Mentioned 505,515 

Pearce,  James  A.     Mentioned 975 

Pearce,  William  H.     Mentioned 851,853 

Pearsall,  Assistant  Engineer.     Mentioned 244 

Pearson,  James.    Mentioned 974 

Pease,  Private.     Mentioned 282,283 

Pease,  H.     Mentioned 75,257,266,269 
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Peavy ,  Tilman.     Mentioned 974 

Peck,  C.  C.     Mentioned 225 

Peeden,  James.     Mentioned  851,902 

Peden,  Milton.     Mentioned 563 

Pegram,  John. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 790 

Mentioned 64,661,663, 

664, 666-668, 672, 674, 681, 771, 782, 785, 786, 788, 789, 804, 958, 959, 969, 970 

Pclser,  John  C.     Mentioned 250 

PendJaton,  John  E.    Mentioned 788 

Pendleton,  V.  M.    Mentioned 157 

Penn,  Gus.     Mentioned 600 

Pennington,  W.  J.    Mentioned 978 

Pennsylvania  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artiilevy— Batteries :  B,  181, 214, 228, 240-242,  354,  454-456, 565, 580, 581. 583. 

Cavalry — Companies :  Anderson  Troop,  174,  656.  Regiments :  7th,  4,  76, 
77,182,214,618,619,623-625,630-632;  9th,  88,  90-94,  109,  122,  129;  iOth, 
94  ;  15th,  182, 214, 218, 253,  617-620, 624, 625, 634, 637, 647. 

Infantry— /?e5r//we/7fs ;  77th,  13, 17-19, 176, 208, 227, 260, 261, 295, 319, 321-324, 
329-331,  333-336 ;  78th,  4, 178, 204, 211, 228, 245, 407-409, 431, 432,  434-437, 
439;  79th,  177,210,391-393. 

Pentecost,  R.  J.    Mentioned 719 

Percival,  James  R.    Mentioned 585 

Perkins,  D.  T.     Mentioned - 977 

Perkins'  Mill,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Dec.  28, 1862.     See  report  of  Jantea  L.  Foley, 
p.  162. 

Perkins,  Simon,  jr.     Mentioned 656 

Perry,  Alvah.     Mentioned 541 

Perry,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned 914,955 

Perryman,  A.  T.    Mentioned 839 

Person,  R.  J.    Mentioned 854 

Peters,  M.  H.     Mentioned 440 

Peters,  Thomas.     Mentioned 693 

Peterson,  J.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headquarters 205 

Mentioned 205,206 

Pettit,  Isaac  M.    Mentioned 217,553 

Pettit,  Willis  H.    Mentioned 355 

Petty,  E.  O.     Mentioned 973 

Peyton,  Craven.    Mentioned 68 

Peyton,  Samuel  O.     Mentioned.... 154 

Peyton,  Thomas  "W.     Mentioned 794, 80::^ 

Phelps,  A.J.     Mentioned 202,221,222,452 

Phelps,  Ed-ward  H.     Mentioned 178 

Philbrook,  Alvah.     Mentioned 365 

Phillips,  A.     Mentioned 336 

Phillips,  J.  K.     Mentioned 851,861 

Phillips,  J.  W.     Mentioned 824 

Phillips,  Milton  L.     Mentioned 179,417-419 

Phillips,  Theophilus.     Mentioned 616 

Phisterer,  Frederick.     Mentioned 4U4 

Pickens,  "William  C.     Mentioned 179, 416 

Pickett,  W.  D.     Mentioned 779,785,788 

Pickins,  Francis  M.     Mentioned 534 
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Pickins,  James  W.    Mentioned 217 

Piepho,  Carlo. 

Mentioned 54,61 

Report  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  7, 1862 59 

Pike,  John  N.     Mentioned 534 

Piketon,  Ky.     Aftair  near,  Nov.  5, 1862. 

Comniunications  from  Horatio  G.  Wright    8 

Reports  of  John  Dils,  jr „ 7,8 

Piles,  James  W.     Mentioned 914,950,974 

Pillo-w,  Gideon  J. 

Mentioned- . . .  659, 674, 675, 678,  679, 682,  766,  779,  785,  792, 805,  806,  812,  816,  820,  827 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862- Jan.  3, 1863 807, 809 

Pinokney,  R.  Q.     Mentioned 758 

Pindle,  R.  J.     Mentioned 204 

Pinnell,  Willis  O.     Mentioned 327 

Pinney,  Oscar  F.     Mentioned 175, 217, 236, 265, 270-273 

Pirtle,  Alf.     Mentioned 381 

Pirtle,  J.  R.     Mentioned 978 

Pitman,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 308 

Pitman,  W.  J.     Mentioned 976 

Piatt,  Henry  S.     Mentioned , 422 

Plunket,  R.     Mentioned 266 

Poindexter,  Gabriel.     Mentioned , 386 

Polk,  Leonidas. 

Assignments  to  command 1 

Assumes  command  of  ''  Polk's  Corps  " 2 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 694, 695, 697 

Anderson,  Patton 694 

Bragg,  Braxton 685,699-702 

Breckinridge,  John  C 68,702 

Cheatham,  B.  F 702 

Davis,  Jefferson 698 

Davis,  N.  N 696 

Hardee,  William  J 700 

Manigault,  A.  M 697 

Mitchell,  J.  C.  B  696 

Reid,  John  C 696 

Richmond,  W.  B 700 

Waters,  D.  D 696 

Withers,  Jones  M 695,702 

Mentioned 1, 41, 189, 191, 257,  304,  658, 663-670, 672-674,  676,  678, 681-685, 

693-696,  699,  700,  703-705, 708, 710-712, 720, 721,  724,  725, 732,  733,  741,  758, 
765, 766, 772-774,  776,  783, 793,  811,  837,  838, 911-914, 918, 920, 922, 925,  96& 
Reports  of 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 920 

Stone's  River  Campaign.  Operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during.       685 
Polk,  Lucius  E. 

Mentioned 660,674,680,747, 

775, 776,  780,  844-848,  850,  851,  855,  875,  877,  878, 887,  889,  898, 901, 941, 947 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 852 

Polk,  W.  M.     Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 

1863 752 

Pollard,  Joseph.     Mentioned 761,803,850,909-911 
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Pollis,  Henry  W.     Mentioned 133,139 

Pomeroy ,  George  A.    Mentioned 344 

Poole,  D.  H.     Mentioned 779 

Poole,  N.     Mentioned 479 

Porter,  Benjamin  S.     Mentioned 305 

Porter,  Samuel.     Mentioned 142 

Porter,  William  L.     Mentioned 219 

Posey,  A.     Mentioned 973 

Post,  P.  Sidney. 

Mentioned 175, 193, 200, 207, 226, 236, 255, 262-264, 279, 280 

Reports  of 

Stone^s  Eiver  Campaign.    Operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  6,  1863,  dur- 
ing   269 

Wilson  Creek  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  25,  1863 163 

Posten,  W.  H.     Mentioned 977 

Powell,  Benjamin  P.     Mentioned 487 

Powell  County,  Ky.     Capture  of  guerrilla  camp  in,  Dec.  26,  1862.     Report  of 

Horatio  G.  Wright 166 

Powell,  Frank.     Mentioned 27,30 

Powell,  William  H.     Mentioned 342 

Power,  John.     Mentioned 398,401,402 

Powers,  Andrew  J.     Mentioned 978 

Powers,  Jesse.     Mentioned 160 

Powers,  William.     (Captain.)    Mentioned 278 

Powers,  William.     (Sergeant.)     Mentioned 979 

Poyner,  John  H.     Mentioned 973 

Poynter,  Benjamin  T.     Mentioned 215 

Prather,  James  T.     Mentioned 975 

Prentice,  C.  J.     Mentioned 960 

Prentiss,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 344 

Presson,  William  A.     Mentioned 176,  351,  365 

Presstman,  S.  W.    Mentioned  ,.  .„ 779 

Preston,  James.     Mentioned 112 

Preston,  William. 

Correspondence  with  John  C.  Breckinridge 819 

Mentioned 659, 666,  674, 675, 679, 682, 690,  707,  708,  712, 718, 766, 772, 777, 

779-781,  783-785, 792,  797,  799,  804,  808,  814,  816-818,  820-824,  854, 909, 969 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 811 

Prestonburg,  Ky.     Capture  of  transports,  and  skirmishes  near,  Dec.  4-5, 1862. 
Reports  of 

Clarkson,  John  N 32 

Crauor,  Jonathan 31 

Price,  H.  H.     Mentioned 976 

Price,  John.     Mentioned 979 

Price,  John  W.     Mentioned 403 

Price,  Samuel  W. 

Mentioned 181, 201, 213, 449, 574, 575, 577-579, 582, 587, 595, 602 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 607 

Pride,  G.     Mentioned 851,902 

Pridemore,  A.  L.     Mentioned > 116 

Pridemore,  H.  D.     Mentioned 126 

Priest,  E.     Men  tioned i^73 

Prim's    Blacksmith    Shop,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  2o,  lriG2.     Report  of 

Thomas  J.  Wood 165 
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Prior,  W.  L.     Mentioned 681 

Pritchard,  Benjamin  D.     Mentioned 629,630 

Proctor,  Harvey  E.     Mentioned 555 

Proffitt,  J.  L.     Mentioned , 678 

Prosser,  Henry.     Mentioned 217,610 

Pryor,  A.  J.     Mentioned - 70 

Pryor,  M.  T.     Mentioned 106 

Pue,  Arthur,  jr.     Mentioned „ - 968 

Pugh,  John  L. 

Mentioned 182 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  Eiver  Cam- 
paign         644 

Purdy,  George  H.     Mentioned 151 

Purdy,  James.     Mentioned 309 

Putnam,  David.     Mentioned 178,421,430 

Pyburn,  J.  K.     Mentioned 867 

Pyfer,  F.  S.     Mentioned 336 

Quackenbush,  M.  W.     Mentioned 179 

Quails,  D.  N.     Mentioned 867 

Quinn, .     Mentioned 745 

Quinn,  John.     Mentioned „ , 770 

Quintzius,  Christian.     Mentioned 216,367 

Race,  Seymour. 

Mentioned .-.-.   180,454,457,465,473,476 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  18t)2-Jan.  3,  1863. 474 

Radcliff,  H.  G.     Mentioned 404 

Raffen,  Alexander  W. 

Mentioned 178 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         425 

Ragsdale,  A.  M.     Mentioned - 974 

Rains,  James  E.     Mentioned 186,307,320,587,660, 

670,  681,  773-775, 780,  669, 911-913,  915-919, 921,  923-927, 938-940,  942, 943 

Rains,  Thomas.     Mentioned 541 

Ralston,  Lucian  H.     Mentioned 487,  488 

Rambour,  Charles.     Mentioned 410 

Ramsaur,  L.  M.     Mentioned 660,946,947,949 

Randolph,  Moses  M.     Mentioned 45 

Ranlett,  A.     Mentioned 678,801 

Rankin,  H.     Mentioned 298,338 

Ransom,  Albert  G.    Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during 

Stone's  River  Campaign 301 

Ransom,  T.  E.  G.     Mentioned 9 

Rarick,  Jacob  J.     Mentioned „ 422 

Rash,  James  A.     Mentioned 978 

Rawle,  John.     Mentioned 692 

Ray,  Daniel  M.     Mentioned 182 

Ray,  James  M.     Mentioned 819,820 

Ray,  John  E.     Mentioned 604 

Ray,  Lucien.     Mentioned .i 534 

Read,  J.  D.     Mentioned 851,907 

Read,  R.  A.     Mentioned 58(3, 591 

Read,  Sheridan  P.     Mentioned 176,199,215,258,295,320-322,326,327,345 

Reaney,  William.    Mentioned ^ 88,93 
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Redwine,  H.  D.  E.     Mentioned , 929,931 

Reed,  Levi  L.     Mentioned 382 

Reed,  "William  H.     Mentioned „ 440 

Reed,  "W.  M.     Mentioned 727 

Reefis  Philip.     Mentioned 588,595 

Reeve,  John  B.     Mentioned 244 

Reeves,  J.  A.     Mentioned 852 

Reid,  John  C.     Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk 696 

Reid,  William  P.     Mentioned 136,142,145-147 

Reily,  Mr.     Mentioned 655 

Reilly,  Bernard.     Mentioned 621 

Reinsch,  August.     Mentioned 500 

Reintanz,  Hermann.     Mentioned 45 

Rendelbrook,  Joseph.     Mentioned 648, 650, 655, 656 

Reynolds,  Francis  E.     Mentioned 10, 11, 266 

Reynolds,  H.  Clay.     Mentioned 963 

Reynolds,  Joel.     Mentioned 979 

Reynolds,  Joseph  J.     Mentioned 134, 136, 137, 148, 179, 228, 229, 371 

Reynolds,  S.  W.     Mentioned 973 

Rhea,  John  W.     Mentioned 677 

Rhodes,  R.  B.     Mentioned 204,575 

Rhuarck,  S.  B.     Mentioned 977 

Ribero,  T.  L.     Mentioned 841 

Rice,  I.  M.     Mentioned -. 719 

Rice,  J.  L.     Mentioned 713,714 

Ri   e,  Newton.     Mentioned 974 

Rice,  N.  W.     Mentioned o 975 

Rice,  R.  G.     Mentioned 410 

Rice,  William  L.     Mentioned 978 

Richards,  S.  R.     Mentioned 977 

Richards,  W.  C.     Mentioned 976 

Richardson,  C.  B.     Mentioned 895 

Richardson,  George  N.     Mentioned 977 

Richardson,  J.  M.     Mentioned , 890 

Richardson,  J.  N.     Mentioned 976 

Richardson,  Oliver  P.     Mentioned 957 

Richardson,  T.  G.     Mentioned 671 

Richey,  Samuel  N.     Mentioned 976 

Richmond,  Sergeant.     Mentioned 219 

Richmond,  W.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

L.  S 703 

Minor,  B.  B „ 703 

Polk,  Leonidas 700 

Sperry,  J.  A 704 

War  Department,  C.  S 703 

Mentioned 683,693,699 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C,  see  Leonidas  Polk. 

Riddle,  Frank.     Mentioned 435 

Riddle,  Frank  W.     Mentioned 365 

Riddle,  James.     Mentioned ^ 845, 870 

Riddle,  Thomas.     Mentioned 410 

Ridus,  E.  B.     Mentioned.. 677 

Riggin,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 957 
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Riggs,  Alfred.     Mentioned 359 

Riggs,  "William  F.     Mentioned 278 

Riley,  Orderly.     Mentioned 422 

Riley,  Daniel.     Mentioned 216 

Riley,  E.  B.  D.     Mentioned 755,758 

Riley,  James  S.     Mentioned 006 

Riley,  W.  C.     Mentioned 851,905 

Riley,  William  E.     Mentioned .• 182 

Rippey,  Charles  H.    Mentioned ^ 540,541 

Risher,  G.  B.     Mentioned  , 976 

Ritchie,  John.     Mentioned 246 

Ritchie,  W.  W.     Mentioned 839 

Ritter,  Eli  F.     Mentioned 590 

Rivers,  John  "W.     Mentioned 956 

Roades,  Isaac  N.     Mentioned 973 

Roberts,  Er-win  F.     Mentioned 976 

Roberts,  George  "W.     (Captain.)    Mentioned 466 

Roberts,  George  W.     (Colonel.) 

Mentioned 4,176,177 

193, 199, 209, 215, 227, 237, 238, 256, 258,  348-354, 369-371, 431,  711, 715, 726 

Report  of  attack  on  Union  forage  train  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  3, 1862.         28 

Roberts,  H.  B.     Mentioned 975 

Roberts,  James  M.     Mentioned 285 

Roberts,  L.  P.     Mentioned 973 

Roberts,  R.  B.     Mentioned 977 

Roberts,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 973 

Roberts,  "Willis  S.     Mentioned 679,827 

Robertson,  A.  L.     Mentioned 708 

Robertson,  Felix  H. 

Mentioned 658, 668, 692, 705,  748, 785-787, 789,  910,  925 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863.  758,759,761 

Robertson,  "W.  T.     Mentioned 976 

Robin,  Daniel.     Mentioned „ 583 

Robinett,  J.     Mentioned 479 

Robinson, .     Mentioned 148 

Robinson,  A.  K.     Mentioned , 249 

Robinson,  George.     Mentioned 500 

Robinson,  Joseph  "W.     Mentioned 530 

Robinson,  Milton  S.     Mentioned 179 

Robinson,  S.  H.     Mentioned 92 

Robinson,  "W.  H.     Mentioned 975 

Robinson,  "William  A.     Mentioned 336 

Robison,  "W.  D.     Mentioned 660,853.854 

Roby,  J.  W.     Mentioned 385 

Rockingham,  Richard.     Mentioned 556 

Rock  Spring,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  30,  1862.     See 

Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  River  Campaign.    Reports  of 
Rosecrans,  TV.  S.  Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Roddey,  P.  D.     Mentioned 62 

Roddy,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned 534 

Rodecker,  John.     Mentioned 500 

Rodes,  Boyle  O.     Mentioned 586, 591 

Rodgers,  F.  M.     Mentioned 979 

Rodgers,  Frank  B.     Mentioned 745,746 
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Rodgers,  H.  B.     Mentioned 831 

Rodgers,  Thomas.     Mentioned 616 

Roebuck,  Robert  W,     Mentioned 679 

Rogers,  Canada.     Mentioned 160 

Rogers,  Canada,  Mrs.     Mentioned i60 

Rogers,  G.  "W.     Mentioned 975 

Rogers,  James  A.     Mentioned 979 

Rogers,  John  C.     Mentioned *. 976 

Rogers,  John  G.     Mentioned 163 

Rogers,  John  W.     Mentioned 49,65,70 

Rogers,  P.  W.     Mentioned 976 

Rohrer,  Jacob.     Mentioned 656 

Rollins,  Robert.     Mentioned 977 

Roll  of  Honor.     (Confederate.) 

Ordered  in  lieu  of  medals  and  badges 972 

Stone's  River  Campaign,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     List  of  names  in- 
scribed on  , 973-979 

Rome,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Nov.  28,  1862.     See  Carthage  Road,  Tenn.     Skir- 
mish on  the,  Nov.  28,  1862. 

Rook,  R.  S.     Mentioned 505,515 

Root,  Frederick  A.     Mentioned 365 

Roper,  William  P.     Mentioned 91-93 

Ropers,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 973 

Rose,  Rufus.     Mentioned 370 

Rose,  Thomas  B. 

Mentioned 17,176,321,322,330 

Reports  of 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  to,  and  skirmish,  Nov.  26-27,  1862.         18 
Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  dur- 
ing   o , 333 

Rosecrans,  W.  S. 

Congratulatory  orders. 

Carthage  Road,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  on  the,  Nov.  28,  1862 26 

Clarksville,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  toward,  Nov.  15-20,  1862 10 

Stone's  River  Campaign,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863 183 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant- General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 44,376 

Army  Headquarters 42-44,187,205,207 

Bragg,  Braxton 84 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L - - 85 

Lincoln,  Abraham  186 

McCook,  Alexander  McD 255 

Negley ,  James  S 3 

Stanley,  D.  S 619 

Thomas,  George  H 41-43 

War  Department,  U.  S 206 

Wiles,  William  M 229 

Mentioned 10, 

81,  82,  87,  94,  133, 134, 174, 187, 188, 205-207, 218, 219, 230, 234, 237, 245, 249, 
254, 264,  282,  306,  309,  349,  350,  355,  377,  378, 408,  409,  416-418,  421,  424,  440, 
442, 448,  455, 467, 469, 476, 489,  499, 500,  502,  521, 524, 553, 558, 574, 580, 582, 
584,  586,  589,  592,  599,  600, 621,  624, 626, 631, 648-650, 672, 772, 777,  848,  984 
Reports  of 

Hartsville,  Tenn.    Action  at,  Dec.  7, 1862 40 
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Rosecrans,  W.  S.— ContiDued. 

ReportH  of 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 184-188 

Stone's  River  Campaign,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863 183-188 

Wheeler's  Raid,  Jan.  8-14,  1803 979 

Rosengarten,  Adolph  G.     Meutiouod 182,216,218,617,620 

Ross,  E.  M.     Mentioned 915 

Ross,  Isaac  N. 

Mentioned 180, 202, 526, 529,  530 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jan  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         540 

Ross,  J.  A. 

Mentioned 660 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 954 

Ross,  W.  B.     Mentioned 725 

Ross,  W.  H.     Mentioned 758 

Rotlirock,  Noah  D.    Mentioned  14,968 

Rourk,  Moses.     Mentioned 588, 591 

Rousseau,  L.  H. 

Mentioned 177, 189-191 ,  193-196, 198, 200, 202, 203,210, 218, 221,  224, 227, 236, 

238, 252, 256, 278, 296,  310,  316,  344,  357,  366,  372-377,  382,  388, 393, 407, 408, 
417,  426,  428,  429,  433,  442,  455,  524, 560,  570,  572,  574, 580, 584, 594,  633, 688 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  18G2-Jan.  3,  1863 377 

Rowe,  Aaron.     Mentioned 82,83 

Rowe,  Abram.     Mentioned 5 

Rowe,  Morris  B.     Mentioned 541 

Roy,  T.  B.     Mentioned 779 

For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  William  J.  Hardee. 

Roys,  E.  G.     Mentioned 199,648 

Rudder,  A.  V.     Mentioned 867 

Rue,  George  "W.     Mentioned 145-147 

Rule,  Isaac  P.     Mentioned 286 

Rural  Hill,  Tenn.     Skirmisli  at,  Nov.  18,  18G2  1 

Russell,  A.  A.     Mentioned 6 

Russell,  Benjamin  H.     Mentioned 679 

Russell,  J.  A.     Mentioned 720 

Russell,  Leonidas.     Mentioned 73 

Russell,  L.  F.     Mentioned 282 

Russell,  Milton.     Mentioned 507, 509 

Russell,  Roswell  M.     Mentioned 88 

Rutherford,  John  H.     Mentioned 974 

Rutland,  H.W.     Mentioned 851,902 

Ryan,  T.  M.     Mentioned 794,796,797,799 

Sabin,  O.  C.     Mentioned 332 

Sadler,  "William.     Mentioned 676 

Saifell,  R.  M.     Mentioned 809 

Sagers,  Lewis.     Mentioned 412 

Sain,  "W.  R.     Mentioned 443 

St.  Onge,  S.  E.     Mentioned 402 

Sallee,  G.  W.     Mentioned 851,974 

Sallee,"W.  J.     Mentioned 292 

Salter,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned - 851 

Salyers,  Thomas.     Mentioned 297 

Sanders,  A.     Mentioned 841,976 
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Sanders,  G.  W.    Mentioned „ 975 

Sanders.  J.  C.     Mentioned 718 

Sandford,  "William.     Mentioned 851 

Sands,  Jacob.     Mentioned 248 

Sangston,  James  A.     Mentioned 410 

Sargent,  Elbert  M.     Mentioned .„.. 606 

Sargent,  Harvey  G.     Mentioned 851, 902 

Sartain,  S.  H.     Mentioned 718 

Savage,  John  H. 

Mentioned 658,690,704,707,710,712,713,719,721 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 717 

Savage,  L.  N.     Mentioned 713, 717 

Sawyer,  A.  D.    Mentioned 278 

Sawyer,  Daniel  "W.     Mentioned „ 443 

SaTvyers,  John  M.     Mentioned 417 

Sayers,  E.  B.     Mentioned 692 

Saylors,  J.  M.     Mentioned 678 

Scales,  Junius  I.     Mentioned 659,689,763,764 

Scales,  W.  H.     Mentioned 851,974 

Scanlan,  Mr.     Mentioned 766 

Schacklett,  Aaron  C.     Mentioned 627 

Schaefer,  Frederick.    Mentioned 22, 

23, 176, 177, 199, 209, 216, 227, 237, 256, 258, 349-352,  364-368 

Scheible,  John  B.     Mentioned 342 

Schlosser,  Jake.     Mentioned 859 

Schmitt,  Carl.     Mentioned 308,316 

Schmitt,  "William  A.     Mentioned 176,351,370 

Schooler,  John.     Mentioned 52 

Schrader,  Alexander  von.     Mentioned 375 

Schroeder,  Martin.     Mentioned 217 

Schultz,  Frederick.     Mentioned 178, 239, 242,  410, 423 

Schwenk,  Henry.     Mentioned - 410 

Scofield,  H.  B.     Mentioned 677 

Scott,  A.  "W.     Mentioned 973 

Scott,  Francis  M.     Mentioned 315 

Scott,  G.  R.     Mentioned 719 

Scott,  John  G.     Mentioned 119 

Scott,  John  S.     Mentioned 15 

Scott,  Joseph  R. 

Mentioned 25,41,43,53,55,79,80,178,216,420-422,425,435 

Reports  of 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Attack  on  forage  train  near,  Dec.  14,  1862 79 

Tompkinsville,  Ky.     Skirmish  near,  Nov.  24,  1862 14 

Scott,  J.  W.     Mentioned 719 

Scott,  Peter  N.     Mentioned ».       216 

Scott,  Samuel  C.     Mentioned 534 

Scott,  "William  C.     Mentioned -. 217 

Scott,  William  H.     Mentioned 619,640 

Scott,  "Winfield.     Mentioned 810 

Scott,  "W.  L. 

Mentioned 658,708,745,750,752,753 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 751 

Scovill,  Charles  "W.    Mentioned 305,308 
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Scribner,  Benjamin  F. 

Mentioned 177,200,210,373,376,378,380 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31 ,  1862-Jau.  3, 1863 383 

Scully,  John.     Mentioned 610,612 

Searcy,  A-     Mentioned 659,804 

Sears,  D.B.    Mentioned. ^ 28,29 

Seawell,  J.  J.     Mentioned 466,483,962,963 

Seay,  J.  F.     Mentioned 977 

Seay,  Thomas.     Mentioned 851,904 

Seddon,  James  A.     Mentioned... 122,130,703,865 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  C.  S. 
Sedge-wick,  Thomas  D. 

Mentioned 180,202,526,527,529,530,533 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        .535 

Seifert,  Henry.     Mentioned 311 

Selby,  John  N.     Mentioned 541 

Sellers,  Henry.     Mentioned 741 

Sellers,  J.  M,     Mentioned 852,978 

Sellers,  "William.     Mentioned 973 

Sellman,  F.  M.     Mentioned 978 

Semple,  Charles. 

Mentioned 787.828 

Report  of  ordnance  and  ordnance    stores,  Jan.  11,  1863,  Breckinridge's 

division .- 792 

Semple,  Henry  C. 

Mentioned 660,803,850 

Report  of  operations^  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign   908,909 

Semple,  James  Y.     Mentioned - 399 

Severance,  Daniel.     Mentioned , 217 

Sevier,  T.  F.     Mentioned 692 

Sev«rard,  "William  H.     Mentioned 159 

Shaffner,  P.  Ir.      Mentioned 977 

Shane,  John.     Mentioned 738 

Shanks,  Quintus  C.     Mentioned 138,140,148-150 

Shanklin,  James  M.     Mentioned 177, 374, 379, 380, 390 

Shannon,  H. 

Mentioned. 660,844,845,859 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 871,873 

Shannon,  S.  E. 

Mentioned 658 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 730 

Sharp,  "W.  H.     Mentioned 968 

Shaw,  Horatio  W.     Mentioned 332 

Shaw,  John  H.     Mentioned 518 

Shaw,  OwenL.     Mentioned 602 

Shea,  Thomas.     Mentioned 278 

Shea,  William.     (Private.)    Mentioned 770 

Shea,  "William.    (Sergeant.)     Mentioned 957 

Sheaf,  Charles  A.       Mentioned , 600 

Shearon,  Thomas  R.     Mentioned 705 

Sheets,  Frank  N.     Mentioned 297 

Sheets,  "W.  H.  H.    Mentioned 586 
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Shehorn,  James.    Mentioned 973 

Shelbyville  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Jan.  5,  1863. 
Casualties.     See  Stone's  Eiver  Campaign. 

Reports.     See  Dec.  20,  1862- Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone^s  River  Campaign. 
Rosecrans,  "W.  S.  Zahm,  Lewis. 

Shell,  George  W.     Mentioned 602 

Shelley,  James  T.     Mentioned 178 

Shepard,  Jessee.     Mentioned 974 

Shepherd,  Oliver  L. 

Mentioned 177, 200, 203, 210, 219, 227, 373,  376,  378, 380, 382, 399, 405 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jau.  3, 1863..  393, 398, 399 

Sheppard,  John  D.     Mentioned 342 

Sherer,  Samuel  B.     Mentioned 21,175,262,270 

Sheridan,  George  A.     Mentioned 361 

Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Correspondence  with  Nicholas  Greusel 23 

Mentioned 16,158,176,184,191,193-195,198,200,201,203^ 

209, 218, 219, 227, 229, 237, 239, 253-257, 260, 261, 263, 286, 287, 295,  328, 353- 
355,  359,  364,  367,  370, 372-374,  376,  407,  431,  443, 444, 545,  687, 688, 696, 922 
Reports  of  .  ' 

Mill  Creek,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  27,  1862 22 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  6,  1863,  dur- 
ing        347 

Sherman,  E.  L.     Mentioned „ 248 

Sherman,  Francis  T. 

Mentioned 176,203,351,357,362 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan,  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         360 

Sherman,  Mason  G. 

Mentioned 532,547 

Reports  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign   519, 549 

Shields,  Nelson.     Mentioned 204,600 

Shirk,  George.     Mentioned , 563 

Shoemaker,  Michael. 

Mentioned 180,474,479,501,503 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         511 

Shook,  M.  C.     Mentioned 713 

Short,  William  E.     Mentioned 973 

Shorter,  George  D.     Mentioned 900 

Shows,  M.  V.     Mentioned 839 

Shriver,  Jesse.     Mentioned 266 

Shryock,  Kline  G.     Mentioned 178 

Shultz,  Abram  D.     Mentioned 215,560,563,567,568 

Shumaker,  William.     Mentioned 342 

Sibley,  W.  L.    Mentioned 801 

Siddall,  J.  J.     Mentioned 338 

Sidell,  W.  H.     Mentioned 981 

Sidell,  W.  H.,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 981,983 

Sill,  Joshua  W. 

Mentioned . .  22, 37,  39, 176, 177, 193, 199, 209, 215, 219, 227, 237, 238, 258, 286-288,  348, 
349,  351-353,  355-361, 363-366,  666,  776,  846,  857,  860,  862,  863, 888, 914, 948 
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Sill,  Joshua  W.— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Kimbron^b's  Mill,  Mill  Creek,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  6,  1862 34 

La  Vergiic,  Tcim.     Reconnaissances  to  and  toward. 

Nov.  I'J,  1802 12 

Nov.  20-27,  1802 15 

Silvel  Springs,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  9,  1862 1 

Simmons,  James  M.     Mentioned 586 

Simmons,  Samuel.     (Lieutenant.)     Mentioned 152 

Simmons,  Samuel.     (Lieutenant-Colonel.) 

Mentioned 199 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  l^ec.  31,  1862-JaB.  3, 1863 224 

Simmons,  Thomas  H.     Mentioucd 518 

Simmons,  Willie.     Mentioned 977 

Simons,  James.     Mentioned 217,  398,  404 

Simonson,  Peter. 

Mentioned 176, 235, 236,  242, 297, 321, 337-339 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  27,  1862-Jau.  5,  1863,  durin<;  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        297 

Simpson,  John  D.     Mentioned 140 

Simpson,  Robert  V.     Report  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Teen.,  Dec.  7,  1862 56 

Simpson,  William.     Mentioned 900 

Sims,  A.     Mentioned 774,914,931,979 

Sinclair,  James  H,     Mentioned •. 677 

Sinclair,  William  H.     For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  David  S.  Stanley. 

Sii  well,  William.     Mentioned 178, 203, 432, 433,  435, 439 

Skelton,  D.  P.     Mentioned 738 

Sketches,  Diagrams,  etc. 

Carter's  Raid,  Dec.  20,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863 97 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 313, 564, 916, 922 

Skinner,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 653 

Skinner,  Ralston.     Mentioned 199 

Slater,  Frederick.     Mentioned 54 

Slater,  James  T.     Mentioned 204, 530 

Slater,  T.  J.     Mentioned 902 

Slaughter,  J.  W^.     Mentioned 718 

Slay,  Hiram.     Mentioned 678 

Slayton,  James  R.     Mentioned   511 

Sledge,  Joshua.     Mentioned 900 

Slemmer,  Adam  J.     Mentioned 177. 203,  380,  382,  394,  395,  397, 398,  401, 402 

Slemp,  Campbell. 

Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 105, 108, 109,  111 

Mentioned 90,  97-99, 105,  111,  115, 120, 121 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jau.  1,  1863,  during  Carter's  Raid 126 

Sliney,  William  F.     Mentioned 415 

Smart,  J.     Mentioned 292 

Smetts,  Gr.  W.     Mentioned 479 

Smith,  Amos  C.     Mentioned 977 

Smith,  A.  Sidney.     Mentioned 341 

Smith,  Baxter.     Mentioned 78, 165,  661,  967-969 

Smith,  Bennett.     Mentioned 248 

Smith,  Chandler  S.     Mentioned 736 

Smith,  Charles  M.     Mentioned 534,  539 

Smith,  Clement  D.     Mentioned 246 

Smith,  D    H.     Mentioned 661 
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Smith,  D.  W.     Mentioned 804 

Smith,  E.  Kir  by. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 103 

Mentioned 99, 102, 103, 118, 147, 160, 189, 257, 304, 660, 663, 683, 686, 699 

Report  of  Carter's  Raid,  Dec.  20,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863 94 

Resumes  command  of  Department  of  East  Tennessee 2 

Smith,  Felix  R.  R.     Mentioned 915 

Smith,  Frank  C.     Mentioned 182 

Smith,  Frank  G.     Mentioned 179 

Smith,  F.  T.     Mentioned 851,854 

Smith,  Gaun  M.     Mentioned 150 

Smith,  George  H.     Mentioned 882 

Smith,  George  W.     Mentioned 215 

Smith,  G.  G.     Mentioned 975 

Smith,  G.  W.     Mentioned 360 

Smith,  H.  Bro^A^nson.     Mentioned 915 

Smith,  H.  D.     Mentioned „ 851,902 

Smith,  H.  S.    Correspondence  with  John  H.  Morgan 1.56 

Smith,  Isaac  R.     Mentioned 851,905 

Smith,  J.  A.     Mentioned 660,851,854,877,979 

Smith,  James  A.     (Lieutenant  5th  Ind.  Cav.)    Mentioned 151 

Smith,  James  A.     (Lieutenant  58th  Ind.  Inf.)    Mentioned 480 

Smith,  J.  J.     Mentioned 976 

Smith,  J.  N.     Mentioned 677 

Smith,  John  M.     Mentioned 215 

Smith,  John  T.     Mentioned 534 

Smith,  Joseph  T. 

Mentioned , 660,939 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 942 

Smith,  J.  T.     Mentioned 951 

Smith,  J.Webb.     Mentioned 708 

Smith,  J.  W.  J.     Mentioned 567 

Smith,  Leonard  D.     Mentioned 284,285 

Smith,  Patrick  H.     Mentioned 973 

Smith,  Preston. 

Correspondence  with  B.  F.  Cheatham 750 

Mentioned 658. 674, 676, 677, 7U5, 708,  709, 745,  776,  846-848, 850,  854, 924, 930 

Smith,  R.  E.     Mentioned 851,861 

Smith,  R.  O.     Mentioned 678,796 

Smith,  Robert  D.     Mentioned 844 

Smith,  Robert  F. 

Mentioned 4 

Report  of  action  at  Nashville,  Tenn. ,  Nov.  5,  1862 5 

Smith,  Russell  F.     Mentioned 606 

Smith,  Samuel  G.     Mentioned 660,  776,  847,  859,  868,  869 

Smith,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 678, 806 

Smith,  S.  H.     Mentioned 974 

Smith,  Sylvester  B.     Mentioned 427 

Smith,  T.  B. 

Mentioned 659,777,784,813,822 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 820 

Smith,  W.  H.     Mentioned 930 

Smith,  Willburn  S.     Mentioned 976 

Smith,  William  D.     (Captain.)     Mentioned 678,973 
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Smith,  William  D.     (Orderly.)     Mentioned „.       563 

Smith,  "William  S.     Mentioned „ '7'A 

Smock,  CJiaiies  G.    Mentioned 578,027 

Sneed,  John  L.     Mentioned „ 217 

Sneider ,  Charles.     Mentioned 975 

Snellinscr,  Benjamin.     Mentioned 600 

"  Snider,  Joseph  R.     Mentioned 177 

Snider,  Samuel  P.     Mentioned 514 

Sncdgraari,  Alexander  T.     Mentioned 344 

Snodgrass,  David.     Mentioned 440 

Snodgiass,  W.  H.     Mentioned 278 

Snow,  Francis  M.  H,     Mentioned 650 

Snow,  W.  A.     Mentioned 976 

Snowden,  R.  B.     Mentioned 882,976 

Somerby,  Rufus.     Mentioned 586, 591 

Sommerville,  William.    Mentioned 5 

South,  A.  H.     Mentioned 292 

South  Carolina  Troops.     Mentioned.* 

Infantry— /?e^//77e/jfs  :  10th,   059,678,696,697,754,770,977;    19th,  659,678, 
696, 697,  770, 977. 
Southwest  Virginia.     Carter's  Raid  into,  Dee.   20,   1802-Jan.   5,   1863.     See 
Carter'' s  Raid. 

Southwick,  Daniel  K.     Mentioned „ 140,179 

Soward,  Thomas  H.     Mentioned 351 

Spalding,  J.  J.     Mentioned 361 

Sparta,  Tenn.     Expedition  from,  Nov.  17-29,  1862.     See  Kentucky. 
Spears,  James  G. 

Mentioned 178,179,196,200,210,374,408-410,420,618 

Report  of  operations,  Jan.  2-5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Campaign......       416 

Speed,  A.  H.     Mentioned 341, 342 

Spence,  D.  H.  C.     Mentioned 804,805 

Spence,  P.  B .     Mentioned 685, 692 

Spence,  Thomas  F.     Mentioned 681, 950 

Spence,  W.H.     Mentioned 410,412 

Spencer,  F.  M.     Mentioned , 928,929,947 

Spencer,  R.  S.     Mentioned , 677 

Spencer,  Warner.     Mentioned „ 539 

Spencer,  William,     Mentioned „ 979 

Sperry,  J.  A. 

Correspondence  with  W.  Bo  Richmond 704 

Mentioned » 704 

Springfield,  Ky,     Affair  at,  Dec.  30, 1862.     See  report  of  William  A.  Roskins,  p. 

141. 
Springfield,  Tenn.     Operations  about,  Nov.  26-30,  1862.     Report  of  Daniel  F. 

Griffin „ 19 

Sproule,  Dr.     Mentioned  . . .  „ » 100 

Spurlock,  D.  C.     Mentioned 676,713,717,718 

Squires,  William  H. 

Mentioned „, 180,465,468,494 

Reports  of 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec,  27,  1862 „ 490 

Murfreesborough  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  27,  I8i)2 490 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Doc.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 ,       491 

*  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.    See  note,  p.  233. 
69  R  R^  VOL   XX,   PT   I 
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Stackpole,  Thomas.     Mentioned „ 222 

Stacy,  J.  Edward.     Mentioned 150 

Stafford,  Joab  A. 

Mentioned 35,176,295,338,346 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  27,  1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         342 

Stagg,  Louis.     Mentioned 801 

Stai^e,  T.  E.     Mentioned 828 


<>' 


o 


Stauage,  J.  O.     Mentioned *..  =  .„ 2: 

Standart,  ^"illiam  E. 

Mentioned 181, 203, 240, 242,  409,  455,  456,  517,  .527, 530,  538, 541 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stoue's  River  Cam- 
paign         520 

Stanford,  T.  J. 

Mentioned 658,708,721,725,727,741 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign  731 

Stanley,  David  S. 

Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Rosecrans .o^...       619 

Mentioned 73,77,  c-1, 83, 182, 191, 192, 

198, 201, 202, 206, 214, 215, 218, 224, 252-255,  257, 26:},  345,  M7,  374,  377, 409, 
417, 418, 442, 447,  620-622, 624, 625,  627,  629, 632,  G'^Q,  646-648,  650,  982,  983 
Reports  of 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-12,  1862 76 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jau.  5,  1863,  dur- 
ing    617,619 

Stanley,  Josiah.     Mentioned o 314, 315 

Stanley,  Timothy  R. 
Correspondence  with 

Michigan,  Governor  of 424 

Negley,  James  S 79 

Mentioned 131, 132, 178, 198, 200, 211, 227, 406, 408-410,  426, 431, 434, 435 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         420 

Stansbury,  Howard  E.     Mentioned » 406 

Stansel,  M.  L. 

Mentioned „.... 659,825--529 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  2,  1863 tizd 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 
Stanton,  S.  S. 

Mentioned 658,704,710,718 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  1,  1863 720 

Starkweather,  John  C. 

Mentioned 177, 194, 198, 200, 203, 210, 372,  373, 378-380,  624,  654, 656 

Reports  of 

Jefferson,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  30,  1862 391 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 393 

Starling,  Lyne.    Mentioned 20J,  452, 600,  615 

Starling,  William.     Mentioned 575, 578 

Starnes,  James  W.    Mentioned 6 

Starr^  Leon.     Mentioned 410 

Staten,  James  B.  A.     Mentioned 976 

Stebbins,  Frank.     Mentioned 215, 330,  331 

Steedman,  James  B.     Mentioned 178, 403 
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Steel,  David.     Mentioned 217,385,389 

Steele,  S.  W.     Mentioned 671 

Steele,  Theophilus.     Mentioned 66 

Steele,  Thomas,  jr.    Mentioned 785 

Stein,  August.     Mentioned 555, 556 

Stem.  Leander.     Mentioned 175, 217, 258, 265, 281-285, 902 

Sterne,  Samuel.     Mentioned 38 

Stevens,  Alanson  J. 

Mentioned 181,240-242,354,454-456 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 580 

Stevens,  Nelson.     Mentioned 606 

Stevens,  Sylvanus  H.,  jr. 

Mentioned 79,246 

Report  of  attack  on  forage  train  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  14,  1862 80 

Stevenson,  Carter  L.     Mentioned 663 

Stevenson,  Robert.     Mentioned 440 

Stewart,  Ser<;eant.     Mentioned 851,905 

Stewart,  Alexander  P. 

Mentioned , 658, 

674,  676, 689, 693, 704, 705, 707,  709, 710, 712, 716,  754-756,  802,  814,  895 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28, 1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  dnring  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         723 

Stewart,  Charles  J.     Mentioned 249 

Stewart,  George.     Mentioned „ 976 

Stew^art,  John  A.     Mentioned 851, 907 

Stewart,  Robert  R,     Mentioned 52,54,68 

Stewart,  "William  C.     Mentioned 36 

Stewart's  Creek,  Tenn.     Sliirmish  at,  Jan.  1, 1863. 
Casualties.     See  Stone's  River  Campaign. 

Reports.     See  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5, 1863.     Stone's  River  Campaign. 
•  Burke,  Joseph  W.  Rosecrans,  W.  S. 

Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  Jefferson  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27, 1862. 

See  Jefferson  Pike,  Tenn. 
Stewart's  Creek  Bridge,  Murfreesborough  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec. 

27,  18()2.     See  Murfreesborough  Pike,  Tenn. 
Stewart's  Ferry,  Stone's  River,   Tenn.     Capture  of  outpost  near,  Dec.  4, 
1862.     Reports  of 

Holman,  D.  W. 30 

Morgan,  James  D 30 

Stiles,  Henry  E. 

Mentioned 175, 242 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862*Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         267 

Stiles,  Richard.     Mentioned 979 

Stiles,  Samuel.     Mentioned 852 

Btinchcomb,  James  W.    Mentioned 441, 444 

Stivers,  George.     Mentioned 217,429 

Stivers,  Joseph  "W.     Mentioned 166 

Stockdale,  Robert.     Mentioned 612 

Stokes,  James  H. 

Mentioned 182,241,242,244,246,408,409,455,504 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863 251 

Stokes,  "William.     Mentioned 477 

Stokes,  William  B.     Mentioned 182, 648 
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Stone,  David  C.     Mentioned 177,238,242,391 

Stone,  Henry.     Mentioned 531 

Stone,  Ike  A.     Mentioned 747 

Stone,  James.     Mentioned 912, 946-948 

Stone,  James  D.     Mentioned 852, 978 

Stone,  Sebastian.     Mentioned 216 

Stone,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 604 

Stoner,  R,  G.     Mentioned 148,156 

Stone's  River,  Tenn. 

Battle  of,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863, 
Casualties.     Returns  of 

Confederate  troops 674-681, 693, 779-781, 840 

Union  troops 2J3, 224,  242,259-261 

See  also  Stone's  Biver  Campaign,  Dec.  26, 1SQ2-Jan.  5, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Anderson,  Patton 694 

Army  Headquarters 187 

Bragg,  Braxton 685,687,694,699,701,788,790,920,921 

Breckinridge,  John  C 6d2, 702,  789,  790,  792 

Cheatham,  B.  F 684,700,702,918.922 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R 684 

Davis,  N.  N 696 

Ector,  M.  D , 923 

Foote,  R.  E 924 

Gibson,  Randall  L , 794 

Hardee,  William  J 683,919 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R. „ 888 

Johnston,  J.  Stoddard 789 

Kilgore,  C.B 923 

Liddell,  St.  John  R , 862,865 

Lincoln,  Abraham ^. .       186 

McCown,  JohnP , 911,917,921 

McNair,  E 918,923 

Manigault,  A.  M 697 

Minor,  B.  B 703 

Mitchell,  J.  C.  B 696 

Pegram,  John 790 

Polk,  Leonidas 685, 694, 695, 697, 698, 700-702 

Preston,  William ....       819 

Reid,  JohnC 696 

Richmond,  W.  B 700, 703 

Rosecrans,  W.  S - 206,255,317,376 

Smith,  Preston 750 

Sperry,  J.  A 704 

Stanley,  Timothy  R -  -       424 

War  Department,  C.  S 672,704 

Waters,  D.  D 696 

Wiles,  William  M 229 

Withers,  Jones  M 695,700,702 

Congratulatory  resolutions. 

Indiana  Legislature , 188 

Ohio  Legislature ^ 187 

Court  of  inquiry  in  case  of  John  McClcnahan 317 

Flags,  U.  S.,  captured.     List  of 673 
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Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863. 

Memoranda  of  Braxton  Bragg 672 

Names  Bpecially  mentioned  for  important  servicea,  etc 201-205 

Prisoners 

Captured  by  Confederates.     Statement  of 673 

Captured  by  Union  Forces.     Reports  of 230-233 

Reports  of 

Adams,  Daniel  W 792 

Aldrich,  Simeon  C 601 

Allison,  J.  D    924 

Anderson,  John  H 714 

Anderson,  Nicbolas  L    570 

Andrews,  Julius  A 934 

Armstrong,  James  B 531 

Austin,  J.  E 801 

Barnett,  James 235 

Bartleson,  Frederick  A 483,485 

Bassford,  Stephen  A 388 

Baucum,  George  F 870 

Beatty,  John 390 

Beatty,  Samuel 575,578,583 

Blake,  William  H 551 

Bounds,  J.  M 93 

Bowen,  W.  L.L 815 

Bragg,  Braxton 662,663,917,921 

Bridges,  Lyman 245 

Broaddus,  Green  B -  612 

Buckner,  Allen....  „ 326 

Buell,  George  P 480,481 

Bunn,  H.  G 951 

Caldwell,  James  N 403 

Cameron,  J.  F 905 

Camp,  J.  L 933 

Carter,  John  C , 718 

Casey,  Thomas  S 550 

Chapin,  Alfred  R 389 

Cheaftham,  B.  F 708 

Chester,  John 719 

Chilton,  JohnL 549 

Claybrooke,  F .' 821 

Cleburne,  Patrick  R 843 

Clemeuts,  Robert 249 

Cockerill,  Armistead  T.  M 571 

Collier,  Daniel  R 488,490 

Cotter,  William  A 953 

Cox,  Jerome  B 477 

Cox,  Jesse  J - 840,841 

Cram,  George  H 590 

Cribbs,  Harvey  H - 842 

Crofton,  Robert  E.  A 401 

Cruft,  Charles 531 

Cummins,  John  E 616 

Daniel,  Charles  P 840 

Darden,  Putnam 896 
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Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863. 

Reports  of 

Davis,  Samuel 890 

Dick,  George  F 602 

Donelson,  Daniel  S 710 

Douglas,  James  P 936 

Douglass,  William  F 867 

Ector,  M.  D 926 

Elliott,  George  F 430 

Embree,  James  T 486 

Estep,  George 475 

Evans,  James  C 613 

"      Feild,  H.  R 736 

Floyd,  Watt  W 882,  b85 

Fulmer,  Jesse 399 

Fulton,  Jolin  S  892 

Fyffe,  James  P 596 

Gibson,  Randall  L 795-797 

Govan,  Daniel  C 860, 862 

Grider,  Benjamin  C 585,  586 

Griffin,  Daniel  F 385 

Guenther,  Francis  L 381 

Hardee,  William  J 780,781,917,921 

Harper,  Robert  W 946,948 

Harris,  John  L 739 

Harvey,  Reuben  F 863 

Hascall,  Milo  S 467,471,473,474 

Hawkins,  A.  T 907 

Hood,  Calvin 247 

Houghtaling,  Charles 354 

Howard,  William 604 

Hughs,  JohnM 890 

Humphreys,  John  T 956 

Jackson,  John  K. 838 

Jarnagin,  C.  G 891 

Jarvis,  D wight,  jr 603 

Johnson,  Bushrod  R , 874 

Keeble,  R.  H 8-^8 

Kelly,  John  H 869 

Kersey,  Silas  H 564 

Key,  Thomas  J 855 

Knefler,  Frederick 589 

Laiboldt,  Bernard 365 

Lake,  James  B 882 

Lane,  John  Q 499 

Lanier,  R.  F 746 

Lesley,  JohnT.. 818 

Liddell,  St.  John  R 856 

Livingston,  Cortland 582 

Locke,  M.  F 930 

McClain,  Richard  W 614 

McCook,  Anson  G 387 

McDermont,  Clarke 258 

McDowell,  Joseph  A 819 
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Reports  of 

McMnrry,  James  A 737 

McNair,  E 918,944 

McNeill,  A 841 

Manderson,  Charles  F 593,595 

Marshall,  L.  G 721 

Maury,  Henry 800 

Mebane,  John  W 823 

Merrill,  Jesse 234 

Miller,  John  F 436 

Miller,  William 814 

Moody,  Granville 439 

Morton,  James  St.  Clair 243 

Mottley,  Erasmus  L 592,593 

Mullen,  Bernard  F 609 

Mulligan,  James  B 405 

Murray,  John  E 865 

Neibling,  James  M 438 

Palmer,  Joseph  B 804,805 

Pillow,  Gideon  J 807,809 

Polk,  Leonidas 920 

Polk,  Lucius  E 852 

Polk,  W.  M 752 

Preston,  William , 811 

Price,  Samuel  W 607 

Race,  Seymour 474 

Robertson,  Felix  H 758,759,761 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 184-188 

Ross,  J.  A 954 

Rousseau,  L.  H 377 

Savage,  .John  H 717 

.       Scott,  W.  L 751 

Scribner,  Benjamin  F 383 

Shannon,  H 871,873 

Shannon,  S.  E 730 

Shepherd,  Oliver  L 393,398,399 

Simmons,  Samuel ...       224 

Smith,  Joseph  T 942 

Smith,  T.  B 820 

Squires,  William  H 491 

Stansel,  M.  L 829 

Stanton,  S.  S 720 

Starkweather,  John  C 393 

Stevens,  Alauson  J 580 

Stokes,  James  H 251 

Stoughton,  William  L 426 

Stovall,  M.  A 941 

Strahl.  Oscar  F 727 

Swallow,  George  R 579 

Tansil,  E.  E 731 

Thedford,  William 943 

Thomas,  George  H 376,377 

Townseud,  Frederick 403,405 
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Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863. 
Reports  of 

Turner,  William  B 741 

Vance,  Robert  B 937,939 

Van  Cleve,  Horatio  P ___ 574 

Vaught,  W.  C.  D 803 

Wagner,  George  D 492 

Walker,  Francis  M 728 

Wallace,  William 315 

Ward,  William  D 437 

Waters,  Louis  H 565 

Whitaker,  Walter  C 55^ 

Wiles,  William  M, 230 

Wiley,  Aquila 557 

Williamson,  James  A 950 

Wood,  Gustavus  A 495 

Wood,  S.  A.  M 897 

Young,  William  H 749 

Zacharie,  F.  C 800 

See   also  Dec.   26,  1862- J  an.   5,  1863.     Stone's  Eiver   Campaign.    Be- 
porls  of 

Adams,  Samuel.  Hathaway,  Gilbert.  Post,  P.  Sidney. 

Andersou,  Charles.  Hazen,  William  B.  Raffen,  Alexander  "W. 

Anderson,  Patton.  Hescock,  Henry.  Ransom,  Albert  G. 

Baldwin,  Philemon  P.  Hewitt,  James  W.  Rose,  Thomas  E, 

Barret,  Overton  W.  Hibbaid,  Elisha  C.  Rosecrana,  W.  S. 

Bennett,  John  E.  Hotchkiss,  Charles  T.  Ross,  Isaac  N. 

Berry.  William  W.  Hunt,  Thomas  H.  Sedgewick,  Thomas  D. 

Bradley,  Cullen.  Hurd,  Orrin  D.  Semple,  Henry  C. 

Bradley,  Luther  P.  Johnson,  J.  B.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Breckinridge,  John  C.  Johnson,  Richard  W.  Sherman,  Francis  T. 

Bush,  Asahel  K.  Jones,  Fielder  A.  Shoemaker,  Michael. 

Carlin,  William  P.  Kennett,  John.  Simonson,  Peter. 

Chandler,  Williaui  P.  Kirby,  Isaac  M.  Spears,  James  G. 

Charlton,  R.  Lewis,  Joseph  H.  StaflFord,  Joab  A,     . 

Cobb,  Robert.  McCook,  Alexander  McD.        Standnrt,  William  E. 

Collins,  Joseph  P.  McCown,  John  P.  ■  Stanford,  T.  J. 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L.  McCreary,  William  B.  Stanley,  Timothy  R. 

Cruft,  Charles.  McDuflie,  W.  A.  Stewart,  Alexander  P. 

Dard en,  Putnam.  Mcllvaiu,  Alexander.  Streight,  Abel  D. 

Davis,  Jefferson  C.  Magevney,  Michael,  jr.  Swift,  Ebenezer. 

Dodge,  Joseph  B.  Maney,  George.  Taggart,  Wesford. 

Dysart,  Alexander  P.  Marsh,  Jason.  Thomas,  George  H. 

Edgarton,  Warren  P.  Marshall,  Alexander.  Trabue,  Robert  P. 

Ehrler,  Francis.  Mathes,  George  M.  Tripp,  Hagerman. 

Ellsworth,  A Iban  A.  Mauldin,  T.  H.  Vaughan,  A.  J.,jr. 

Erdelmeyer,  Frank.  Men denhall,  John.  Walker,  Moses  B. 

Gibson,  William  H.  Miller,  John  F.  Waters,  David  D. 

Given,  Josiah.  Olson,  Porter  C.  Wharton,  John  A. 

Gooding,  Michael.  Osborn,  John.  Whitbeck,  Horatio  N. 

Greusel,  Nicholas.  Osburn,  Korval.  Withers,  Jones  M. 

Grose,  William.  Paine,  Hendrick  E.  Wood,  Thomas  J. 

Hamrick,  Thomas  H.  Palmer,  John  M.  Wood,  William  B. 

Hardee,  William  J.  Parsons,  Charles  C.  Woodruff,  William  E. 

Harker,  Charles  G.  Polk,  Leonidas.  Woodward,  Pyrrhus. 

Sketches  and  diagrams 313,564,916,922 

Capture  of  courier  station  on,  Nov.  12, 1862.     Report  of  Thomas  L.  Critten- 
den   9 
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Casualties.     Eeturnsof.     Union  troops - 207-217 

Communications  from 

Bragg,  Braxton 771 

McCook,  Daniel 419 

Peterson,  J.  C 205 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 205,207 

Spears,  James  G ^ 419 

Confederate  troops.     Organization,  strength,  etc 658- 

661, 674, 675, 693, 709, 780, 840 

Congratulatory  orders. 

Bragg,  Braxton 675 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 657 

Rosecrans.  W.  S 183 

Public  animals  and  means  of  transportation  captured  hy  Confederates, 

killed,  etc.,  during.     Statement  of 220  229 

Reports  of 

Adams,  Samuel 903 

Anderson,  Charles 345 

Anderson,  Patton 762 

Baldwin,  Philemon  P 336 

Barret,  Overton  W 768 

Bennett,  John  E 277 

Berry,  William  W 340 

Bradley,  Cullen L 478 

Bradley,  Luther  P ,  369 

Breckinridge,  John  C 781 

Buford,  Abraham 970 

Burke,  Joseph  W -  654 

Bush,  Asahel  K 354 

Carliu,  William  P 279 

Chandler,  William  P 293 

Charlton,  R ^  906 

Cheatham,  B.  F ^  704 

Cobb,  Robert 836 

Collins,  Joseph  P 327 

Crittenden,  Thomas  L 448 

Cruft,  Charles .-  525 

Cupp,  Valentine 639 

Darden,  Putnam 894 

Davis,  Jetfersun  C 261 

Dodge,  Joseph  B 318 

Dysart,  Alexander  P 324 

Edgarton,  Warren  P 299 

Ehrler,  Francis 367 

Eldridge,  Lansingh  B 630 

Ellsworth,  Alban  A 411 

Enyart,  David  A 535 

Erdelmeycr,  Frank 311 

Gibson,  William  H 303 

Given,  Josiah . .' 427 

Gooding,  Michael 277 

Greusel,  Nicholas 356 

Grose,  William 559 

Hall,  William  S „  647 
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Reports  of 

Hamrick,  Thomas  H 568 

Hardee,  William  J 771 

Harker,  Charles  G 500 

Hathaway,  Gilbert 509 

Hazen,  William  B 542 

Hescock,  Henry 352 

Hewitt,  James  W 830 

Hibbard,  Elisha  C 363 

Hotchkiss,  Charles  T 309 

Humphrey,  Charles  B.... 266 

Hunt,  Thomas  H 835 

Hurd,  Orrin  D 332 

Johnson,  J.  B 747 

Johnson,  Kichard  W  294 

Johnston,  Joseph  E   657 

Jones,  Fielder  A .  „.   313 

Kennett,  John 620 

Kirby,  Isaac  M , 283 

Klein,  Robert 646 

Laughlin,  James 639 

Learning,  Henry , 497 

Lewis,  Joseph  H 831 

McCook,  Alexander  McD 251-253 

McCown,  JohnP 911,917 

McCreery,  William  B 362 

McDuffie,  W.  A _. 943 

Mcllvain,  Alexander 512 

Magevney,  Michael,  jr 748 

Mauey,  George 733 

Marsh,  Jason 274 

Marshall,  Alexander 413 

Mathes,  George  M 925 

Mauldin,  T.  H 961 

Mendenhall,  John 453 

Miller,  John  F 431 

Minty,  Robert  H.  G 623 

Murray,  Douglas  A 641 

Murray,  Eli  H 627 

Negley,  James  S 406 

Newell,  N.  M 622 

Olson,  Porter  C 358 

Osborn,  John r)32 

Osburu,  Norval 521 

Otis,  Elmer 648 

Paine,  Heudrick  E 272 

Palmer,  John  M 515 

Paramore,  James  W 643 

Parkhurst,  John  G 652 

Parsons,  Charles  C 523 

Polk,  Leonidas 6«5 

Post,  P.  Sidney 269 

Pugh,  JohnL 644 
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Reports  of 

Raifen,  Alexander  W 425 

Ransom,  A  Ibort  G 301 

Rose,  Thomas  E 333 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 183-188 

Ross,  Isaac  N 540 

Sedgewick,  Thomas  D = .535 

Semplo,  Henry  C 908,909 

Sheridan,  Pliilip  H 347 

Sherman,  Francis  T 360 

Sherman,  Mason  G 519,549 

Shoemaker,  Michael ^ 511 

Simonson,  Peter 297 

Spears,  James  G 416 

Stafford,  Joab  A 342 

Standart,  William  E 520 

Stanford,  T.  J 731 

Stanley,  David  S 617,619 

Stanley,  Timothy  R 420 

Stewart,  Alexander  P 723 

Stiles,  Henry  E 267 

Streight,  Abel  D 506 

Swift,  Ebenezer 217 

Taggart,  Wesford 291 

Taylor,  John  W 225 

Teetor,  Henry  B 645 

Thomas,  George  H 371 

Trabue,  Robert  P 825 

Tripp,  Hagerman 338 

Vaughan,  A.  J.,  jr 743 

Walker,  Moses  B 441 

Waters,  David  D 769 

Webb,  J.  D 962 

Wharton,  John  A 966 

Wheeler,  Joseph 958,960 

Whitbeck,  Horatio  N 513 

Wiggins,  J.  H 965 

Withers,  Jones  M 753 

Wood,  Thomas  J 457,463 

Wood,  William  B 900 

Woodruff,  William  E 286 

Woodward,  Pyrrhus 566 

Wynkoop,  John  E  631 

Zahm,  Lewis 635 

Roll  of  honor.     (Confederate) 972-979 

Union  troops.     Organization,  strength,  etc..... 174-182,200,201 

See  also 

Dec.  26,  1862.  FranMin.     STcirmish  at. 

26-27,  1862.  La  Vcrgne.     Skirmishes  at. 
27,  1862.  Jefferson  pike.     Skirmish  on  the. 

Triune.     Skirmish  at 

Franklin.     Skirmish  at. 

Murfrecshoronrjh  pike.     Skirmish  on  the. 
29-30,  1862.   Miirfreeshorough.     Skirmishes  at  and  near. 
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Stone's  River  Campaign.     Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863— Continued. 

See  also 

Dec.  30,  1862.  Jefferson.     Skirmish  at. 

31,  1862-Jau.  3,1863.  Stone's  River.     Battle  of. 

Jan.  1,  1863.  La  Vergne.     Skirmish  at. 

3,  1863.  Cox's  Hill.     Skirmish  at. 

4,  1863.  Manchester  pike.     Skirmish  on  the. 

Murfreeshorough.     Skirmish  at. 

Stookey,  James  M.     Mentioned 273 

Story,  William  S.     Mentioned 602 

Stotts,  M.  B.     Mentioned 834 

Stougli,  W.  C.     Mentioned 479 

Stougliton,  D.  M.     Mentioned 436,439 

Stoughton,  Williami  L. 

Mentioned 178,380,422,424,425,434,435,858 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 426 

Stout,  Ira  H.     Mentioned 148 

Stovall,  J.  A.     Mentioned 975 

Stovall,  M.  A. 

Mentioned 660,939 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 941 

Stovall,  W.  H.     Mentioned 749 

Strahl,  Oscar  P. 

Mentioned 658,704,723,726 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 727 

Strapp,  W.  R.     Mentioned 979 

Stratton,'  Henry  Gr.     Mentioned 595 

Strawbridge,  James.     Mentioned 671 

Strawn,  Milton.     Mentioned 45 

Strayer,  Samuel.     Mentioned 285 

Streight,  Abel  D. 

Mentioned 180,501,503,984,985 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jan.  2,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         506 

Stribley,  Edwin  B.     Mentioned 215, 321 

Stringer,  M.  B.     Mentioned 976 

Stuart,  J.  B.  B.     Mentioned 131 

Stublefield,  J.  C.     Mentioned 978 

Sturges,  E.  P.     Mentioned 521, 530 

Subsistence  Stores.     Supplies  of,  etc.     See  Munitions  of  War. 

Suddeth,  L.     Mentioned  829 

Sullivan,  J.  M.     Mentioned 978 

Sullivan,  Michael.     Mentioned 975 

Sullins,  D.     Mentioned 112 

Suman,  Isaac  C.  B.     Mentioned 546,553,554 

Sumnsr,  W.  D.     Mentioned 973 

Sutermeister,  Arnold.     Mentioned 179 

Sutherland,  Robert.     Mentioned 394,397 

Sutherland,  William  A.     Mentioned 596 

Swaim,  D.  G.     Mentioned 317 

Swain,  E.  S.     Mentioned 338 

Swaine,  Peter  T.     Mentioned 181, 609, 616 

Swallow,  George  R. 

Mentioned 181,214,240,242,455,456,539,574,575,578,597 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 579 
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Swan,  J.     Mentioned 977 

Swan-wick,  Francis.     Mentioned 176,  lif)! 

Svireeny,  Frank,    mentioned 422 

Sweet,  Joseph  B.     Mentioned 216, 505, 512 

Sw^ift,  Charles.     Mentioned 445 

Swift,  Ebenezer. 

Mentioned 198 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862- Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        217 

Swope,  G.  H.    Mentioned 852 

Sycamore  Creek,  Tenn.     Expedition  to,  Nov.  30,  1862.     See  Edgefield,  Tenn. 

■  Expedition  from,  Nov.  26-Dec.  1,  1862. 

Sykes,  E.  T.     Mentioned 767 

Sykes,  W.  L.     Mentioned ,..  659,839 

Taber,  John  R.     Mentioned 163 

Tafel,  Gustavus. 

Mentioned 46 

Report  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn. ,  Dec.  7,  1862 57 

Taft,  Calvin  R.     Mentioned 297 

Taggart,  Henry  A.     Mentioned 284, 285 

Taggart,  "Wesford. 

Mentioned 175, 290 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        291 

Taggart,  W.  H.     Mentioned 278 

Talbird,  H.     Mentioned 659,825 

Talbot,  A.  J.     Mentioned 973 

Taliaferro,  R.  C.  M.     Mentioned 216, 238, 349, 351, 353, 367 

Tally,  J.  M.  J.     Mentioned 973 

Tammure,  Roger.     Mentioned 796, 975 

Tanner,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 265,271,278,857 

Tansil,  E.  E. 

Mentioned 6.58,704,723,725,726 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 731 

Tapier,  Matthias.     Mentioned 499 

Tarrant,  E.     Mentioned 826,837,842 

Tate,  J.  B.     Mentioned 719 

Taylor,  Mr.     Mentioned 137 

Taylor,  Isaac.    Mentioned 163 

Taylor,  John  W. 

Mentioned 199,229 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  16, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         225 

Taylor,  M.  C.     Mentioned 381 

Taylor,  Philip  E.     Mentioned 217,429 

Teat,  Harvey.     Mentioned 841 

Tedford,  F.  I.     Mentioned 435 

Teed,  John  L.     Mentioned 260,266 

Teetor,  Henry  B. 

Mentioned 644 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  31,  1862,  during  Stone's  River  Campaign 645 

Temple,  Henry  F.     Mentioned 613 

Temple,  J.  B.     Mentioned 597, 600 

Temple,  M.  D.     Mentioned 422 

Templeton,  Robert  J.     Mentioned 215,495,496 
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Tennessee. 

Military  departments  embracing ..„.  ..o- -—....•......  1 

Operations  in,  Nov.  1 ,  1862-Jan.  20, 188:3,     See 

East  Tennessee. 
Middle  Tennessee. 
West  Tennessee. 
Tennessee,  Army  of.     (Confederate.) 

Address  to  soldiers  of.     Bragg ^.      67c 

Constituted 1 

Corps  organization,  announced 1 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.    Breckinridge's  division,  Jan.  11, 1863.    Ee- 

X)ort  of  Charles  Semple 792 

Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Dec.  26,  18G2-Jau.  5,  1863 658-661 

Dec.  28,  1862-Jan.  4,  1863 693 

Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 709 

Dec.  31,  1862 674,675,693,709,780,840 

Jan.  8,  1863 799,829 

Jan.  12,1863 814 

Jan.  19,  1863 807 

Tennessee  Troops.     Mentioned.*    (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Ughtr-Batteries :  Baxter's,  661 ;  Games',  658,  676,  704, 709-711, 
713,  720-723,  741,  742,  752,  756,  978 ;  Freeman's,  6,  7  ;  Palmer's,  155, 156  ; 
Scott's,  658,  677,  705,  709,  722,  742,  743,  745,  750-753,  756,  765 ;  White's, 
148,  661, 896,  897,  966,  968 ;  Wright's,  659,  679,  760,  772,  782,  785-787,  811- 
814,  823,  824,  909. 
Cavalry— Companies :  Hamilton's,  15.  Battalions:  Davis',  78,  661,  966; 
Douglass',  6, 16,  654,  661,  958 ;  Holman's,  30,  31,  661,  958  ;  12th,  94,  661, 
681,  780,  914,  967;  16th,  91.  Regiments:  Ashby's,  661,  967,  970;  Ben- 
nett's, 15,  25,  46,  52, 53,  65,  66,  148 ;  Carter's,  661,  726,  958 ;  Dibrell's,  6 ; 
Forrest's,  6;  Murray's,  164,  661,  966,  969;  Baxter  Smith's,  164,  633, 
661,  968,  969 ;  Starnes',  6. 
InfsintTy— Companies :  AUin's  Sharpshooters,  658,  677,  705,  709,  743 ;  Ma- 
ney's  Sharpshooters,  658, 676, 705, 709, 737.  Regiments :  1st,  658, 676, 704, 
709, 733-737 ;  2d  P.  A. ,  660,  680, 852, 977 ;  4th,  658, 676,  704,  709, 723, 725,  727, 
728,  977 ;  4th  P.  A.,  658,  676,  705,  709,  733,  734,  737-739 ;  5th,  658,  676,  704, 
709,  723,  725, 727, 728,  977;  5th  t  [35th],  660, 680, 851, 852;  6th,  658,  676, 705, 
709,  733, 734, 739-741 ;  8th,  658,  676, 690, 704,  707, 709-716,  977 ;  9th,  65^,  676, 
705, 709, 733,  734,  739-741 ;  11th,  660,  681,  914,  940-943 ;  12th,  658, 676,  709, 
743 ;  13th,  658,  676,  705,  709,  743,  745-747 ;  16th,  658,  676,  690,  704,  707, 
709-712,  717-722;  17th,  660,  680,  775,  845,  846,  852,  853,  862-865,  875-879, 
881-888,890-892,977;  18th,  52, 659,  678,804-807;  19th,  658,  676,  704,  709, 
715, 716, 723,  725, 726, 728-730, 977 ;  20th,  659,  679, 721. 772,  777, 782, 784,  811, 
812,  814,819-822;  23d,  660, 680, 852,  875-8^7,879,881,885,886,888,889,978; 
24th,  658, 676,  704,  709,  723,  730, 731, 978 ;  25th,  660,  680,  852, 875-877,  879, 
881,  890,  891,978 ;  26th,  204,  374,  408,435,  659,  678,  804, 807,  978;  27th,  658, 
709,733-735;  28th,  659,  678,  804,  807,  809,  978;  29th,  658,  676,  705,  709, 
743,  747-749;  31st,  658,676,704,709,723,725,  731;  32d,  659,  792,  804,  807; 
33d,  658,676,704,707,709,  723,  725,  731,  978;  37th,  660,  680,  875-878,881, 
891-893,978;  38th,  658,676,  704,  707,709-711,  716,  718,  719;  44th,  660,680, 
852,  875-879,  881,  891-894,  978 ;  45th,  659,  678, 679,  804.  807,  978 ;  47th,  658, 
677,  705, 709,  743  ;  51st,  658, 676,  704, 707, 709-712, 715, 717-720  ;  84th,  658, 
704,  710,  711,  713,  720,  721 ;  154th,  658,  677,  705,  709,  743,  745,  748, 749. 

*  Orgauizations,  pp.  230-233,  uot  included.     See  note,  p.  233. 
t  Designation  changed  June  6, 1863. 
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Tennessee  Troops.     Mentioned.     (Union.) 

Ca.Yaliy— Regiments  :  2d,  182,  214,  253,  420,  445,  617,  619,  C20,  625,  630,  634, 
636, 637, 643,  645,  647,  648 ;  3d,  179,  416,  638;  5th, ^  4, 7, 12, 182, 214, 253, 329, 
617-620,  624,  625. 
InfsiutTy— Regiments :  1st,  178,210,409,416-418,625;  2d,  178,210,416-418; 
3d,  5th,  178;  6th,  178,211,418-420,  445;  7th,  142, 145  ;  10th, t  179. 

Terrett,  B.  A.     Mentioned 851,870 

Terry,  Carlisle.     Mentioned 758 

Terry,  D.  S.,  jr.     Mentioned 967 

Terry,  F.  B.     Mentioned 878,884,887,977 

Terry,  H.       Mentioned 410 

Terry,  Henry.     Mentioned 181,216,561,563,571,572 

Terry,  James.     Mentioned 979 

Texas  Troops.     Mentioned. t 

Artillery,  Light— 5affer/es;  Douglas',  660,  681,  912,  925,  929,  936,937,979. 

Cavdhj— Regiments:  8th,  23, 29, 78, 159, 291, 645, 661 ,  774, 966,  967, 969;  10th, 

660,673,680,929-932,935,979;  11th,  243,  247,  660,  680,  914,  927,  929,932, 

933, 935 ;  14th,  243, 247,  660,  681, 928,  933-935, 979  ;  15th,  660, 681,  914, 928, 

934-936,979;  32d,936,979. 

Infantry— /?e^//ne/7fs ;  9th,  658,677,  705,  706,709,743,744,  749,  750,898,978. 

Thedford,  William. 

Mentioned 660,940 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 943 

ThiQkstun,  Lovell  H.    Mentioned 258 

Thomas,  B.  M.     Mentioned 758 

Thomas,  Charles  H.     Mentioned 49,65,70 

Thomas,  E.  D.     Mentioned 600 

Thomas,  George  H. 

Assignments  to  command - 3 

Correspondence  with 

Fry,  Speeds 141 

Hascall,  Milo  S 985 

Rosecrans,  W.  S  41-43 

Mentioned  .....40,41.43,159,177,184,189- 

193, 196,198, 200, 201, 205,  206, 209, 215, 218, 224,  227, 229, 234, 248-250,  252, 
375-379,  383,  395,  397, 408, 409, 417,  442,  443, 467, 528, 633,  642, 652, 653,  6S6 
Reports  of 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 376,  377 

Stone's  River  Campaign.    Operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5, 1^63,  during.       371 

Thomas,  Irving  N.     Mentioned 601 

Thomas,  Lorenzo.     Mentioned 50 

For  correspondence,  see  Adjutant- GeneraVs  Office,  U.  S.  A. 

Thomason,  B.  A.     Mentioned 973 

Thomasson,  Charles  L.     Mentioned 341,  342 

Thompson,  Private.     Mentioned 717 

Thompson,  A.  B.     Mentioned 398, 404 

Thompson,  Charles  R.     Mentioned 199 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  W,  S.  Rosecrans. 

Thompson,  B.  P.     Mentioned 834 

Thompson,  George  W.     Mentioned 480 

Thompson,  J.  C.     Mentioned 813 

Thompson,  John.     Mentioned 957 

*Al80  called  1st  Middle  Tennessee. 

tAlso  called  Ist  Middle  Tennessee  Infantry. 

J  Organizations,  pp.  230-233,  not  included.    See  note,  p.  233. 
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Thompson,  John  A.     Mentioned X63 

Thompson,  Joseph.     Mentioned 726,  730, 977 

Thompson,  M.  B      Mentioned „ : . .  291, 292 

Thompson,  R.     Mentioned... _ 661 

Thompson,  R.  A.     Mentioned , 828 

Thompson,  R.  H.  S.     Mentioned 671 

Thompson,  T.  B.     Mentioned 915 

Thompson,  Thomas  W.     Mentioned 659,  828 

Thompson,  "W,  A.    (Corporal. )    Mentioned 977 

Thompson,  "W.  A.     (Private.)     Mentioned 974 

Thoms,  R.  S.     Mentioned I99 

Thomson,  P.  H.     Mentioned 671 

Thomson,  Thomas.     Mentioned 974 

Thornton,  E.  Q.      Mentioned 973 

Thornton,  Giis.  B.     Mentioned 915 

Throckmorton,  C.  B.     Mentioned 2 40 

Thruston,  Gates  P.     Mentioned 193, 203, 257, 258, 266, 282,  297,  :151 

Thurston,  A.  H.     Mentioned 222 

Tibbits,  Miles  H.     Mentioned 215,505,510 

Tilford,  G.  M.    Mentioned 971 

Till,  William.     Mentioned ^ 974 

Tiliotson,  T.  Eugene.     Mentioned 513 

Timberlake,  John.     Mentioned 175, 286, 290 

Tinney,  Henry  C.     Mentioned 495 

Tipton,  R.  H.     Mentioned -    532 

Titus,  Cornelius  P.     Mentioned 559 

Tod,  David.     Mentioned 187,  308 

Todd,  Charles  S.     Mentioned 216,546,555,556 

Todd,  J.  M.     Mentioned 505 

Todd,  L.  Prank.     Mentioned 217 

Todhunter,R.    Mentioned 930 

Toler,  Silas  C. 

Mentioned 27, 179,  445 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  Baird's  Mills,  Tenn.,  Nov.  29-Dec.  1,  1862 27 

Tolles,  VvTilliam  R.     Mentioned 179 

Tompkinsville,  Ky.     Skirmishes  near. 

Nov.  19,  1802.     Report  of  James  R.  Howard 14 

Nov.  24,  1862.     Report  of  Joseph  R.  Scott 14 

Townsend,  A.  L.     Mentioned 751, 753 

Townsend,  Pre'derick. 

Mentioned 177, 203,  380,  382,  394,  396,  397, 404 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.3,  18G3 403,405 

Trabue,  Presley.     Mentioned 828 

Trabue,  Robert  P. 

Mentioned 659,682,787,792,829 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         825 

Tracy,  M.  O.     Mentioned 794.  796 

Transportation.     (Railroad  and  Water.)    See  report  of  Marshall,  p.  95. 

Trapp,  Nicholas.     Mentioned •;44 

Treanor,  John  L.     Mentioned 342 

Treat,  Samuel  W.     Mentioned 416 

Trezevant,  J.  H.     Mentioned 736 

Tribble,  Alexander.     Mentioned , - 156 
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Trimble,  William.     Mentioned 250 

Trio,  Steamer.    Mentioned , 980,981 

Tripp,  Hagerman. 

Mentioned 176,295,338 

Eeport  of  operations,  Dec.  27,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign   • 338 

Trippe,  John  F.     Mentioned 159 

Trist,  Bringier.     Mentioned , 677 

Trimie,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27,  1862. 
Casualties.     See  Stone's  Biver  Campaign. 

Report  of  S.  A.  M.  Wood „ 896 

See  also  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan  5,  1863.    Stone's  Biver  Campaign.    Beports  of 

Adams,  Samuel.  Dysart,  Alexander  P.  Ransom,  Albert  G. 

Anderson,  Charles.  Edgarton,  Warren  P.  Eose,  Thomas  E. 

Baldwin,  Philemon  P.  Hardee,  William  J.  Eosecrans,  W.  So 

Berry,  William  W.  Hescock,  Henry.  Sheridan,  Philip  H. 

Charlton,  E.  Hurd,  Orrin  D.  Simonson,  Peter. 

Collins,  Joseph  P.  Johnson,  Eichard  W.  Stafford,  Joab  A. 

Darden,  Putnam.  Klein,  Eobert.  Tripp,  Hagerman. 

Dodge,  Joseph  B.  McCook,  Alexander  McD.       Wood,  William  B. 

Troutman,  Jacob.     Mentioned 405 

Troy,  Captain.     Mentioned 127 

Tniesdail,  William.     Mentioned.... 229 

Trumbo,  George  A.     Mentioned 163 

Trusier,  Gilbert.     Mentioned , 567 

Tryon,  F.     Mentioned 831 

Tucker,  J.  R.     Mentioned 103 

Tucker,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 957 

Tullos,  J.  M.     Mentioned „ 839 

Tunnel  Hill,  Ky.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  19,  1862 , 1 

Turner,  George.     Mentioned 247 

Turner,  George  D.     Mentioned 771 

Turner,  M.  J.     Mentioned 852 

Turner,  William  B. 

Mentioned 658,708,733,736 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 741 

Turney,  D.  E.     Mentioned 975 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.     Reconnaissances  toward,  Dec.  9-14,  1862 2 

Tuttle,  Heman  B.     Mentioned 308 

Tylee,  Lyman.     Mentioned 596 

Tyler,  Morris  E.     Mentioned 308,  315 

Tyler,  Robert.     Mentioned 68 

Tyree  Springs,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  7,  1862 1 

Uleric,  A.  J.     Mentioned „ 582 

Underwood,  T.  J.     Mentioned „ 974 

Union,  Tenn.     Capture  of,  Dec.  30, 1862. 

See  Dec.  20,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Carter^s  Baid.     Beports  of 

Carter,  S.  P.  Walker,  Charles  J.  Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties,     Returns  of 

Hartsville,  Tenn.     Action  at,  Dec.  7, 1862 45 

Jefferson,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  30, 1862 392 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31 , 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 223, 

224, 242, 259-261 
Stone's  River  Campaign .     Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5, 1 863 207-217 
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Union  Troops — Continned. 
Mentioned. 
Regulars. 

Artillery,  hight— Regiments :  4th  {Batteries),  Hand  M,  181,  213, 
239,240,242,408,454-457,516,  518,  519,523-525,  539,  545,  556,  560, 
565, 566, 568, 569, 572, 584  ;  I,  179 ;  5th  (  Batteries),  H,  34, 177, 205, 
210, 227,  238,  239, 242,  373, 374,  376, 378-382,  386,  387,  394,  396-398, 
400-402,  404,  405,  592. 
CavaXry— Regiments :  4th,  182,  214,  224,  236,  271,  618-620,625,648- 

6.50,655,656,774,907. 
Infsintry— Regiments  :  15th  (Battalions),  1st,  177, 210, 380, 382,  394, 
395,398-401,567;  16th,*  177,210,380,382,394,  395,  398,  399,  401, 
402,  726;  17th, 726;  18th  (Battalions),  lst,tl77,  210,  227,  380, 
382,  394, 396,  398,  401,  403, 726  ;  2d,t  177, 210, 227,  380,  382,  394,  396, 
398,  403-405, 726 ;  19th  (Battalions),  1st,  177, 210, 380, 382,  394, 395, 
398, 405, 406, 476. 
Volunteers.  Pioneer  Brigade. $  (Battalions),  1st,  182, 214, 243-247 1 
2d,  182,  214,  243,  244,  247,248,594;  3d,  182,215,243-246,249,250, 
490. 

See  also  respective  States. 
Organization,  strength,  &c.     Stone's  River  Campaign.     Dec.  26, 1862-Jan. 

5,1863 174-182,200,201 

Upson,  Albert.     Mentioned 596 

Urley,  Private.     Mentioned 963 

Urquhart,  David.     Mentioned 671 

Uselton,  John  A.     Mentioned 973 

Usher,  Frank  C.     Mentioned 727 

Utterback,  Gran.     Mentioned „ 679, 832 

Vail,  Nicholas  J.     Mentioned 435 

Vallette,  Henry  F.     Mentioned 182 

Van  Arsdale,  Peter.     Mentioned „ 511 

Vance,  Robert  B. 

Mentioned 660,915,939 

Reports  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3, 1863 937,939 

Vance,  W.  J.     Mentioned 435 

Van  Cleve,  Horatio  P. 

Mentioned . .  73,  81, 85, 181, 189, 191-195,197, 198, 201,  202, 213, 218, 225, 228, 229, 240, 
248, 250, 316, 335, 378, 408,  434, 438,  447, 449-451, 453, 459, 467, 471,  472, 483, 
514, 528, 547, 548, 557, 569,  571-573, 575, 578, 596-598, 601,  607, 608,  627, 813 
Reports  of. 

Flag  of  truce.     Violation  of,  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  15-16,  1862.        82 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3,  1863 574 

Van  Deren,  Archibald.     Mentioned 327 

Vanderford,  C.  K.     Mentioned 805 

Van  Derveer,  Ferdinand.     Mentioned 178 

Van  Dorn,  William.     Mentioned '. 981,983 

Van  Dyke,  John  J.     Mentioned 354 

Van  Horn,  Lafayette.     Mentioned 217,  385, 387 

Van  Kirk,  Dolsen.     Mentioned 216, 505, 514, 515 

Vanleer,  Jo.  H.     Mentioned 882 

Vann,W.H.     Mentioned 867 

Vanosdol,  Argus  D.     Mentioned 35  646 

*l8t  Battalion  and  Co.  B,  2d  Battalion.  J  Also  Cos.  B,  C,  E,  and  F,  3d  Battalion, 

t  Also  Cos.  A  and  D.  3d  Battalion.  §  Department  of  the  Cumberland. 
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Vanosdol,  Robert  J.     Mentioned 606 

Van  Pelt,  George  "W.     Mentioned 177, 239, 242, 380, 391 

Vansandt,  George  W.     Mentioned 973 

Van  Tassel,  Oscar.     Mentioned 324,325 

Varian,  Alexander.     Mentioned 344 

Varner,  A.     Mentioned 292 

Vaughan,  A.  J.     Mentioned 851, 907 

Vaughan,  A.  J.,  jr. 

Mentioned 658, 687, 693,  705-707, 746-748,  755, 846, 850,  899, 922 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30, 1862-Jan.  2, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 

•  paign 743 

Vaught,  W.  C.  D. 

Mentioned 659,785,793,794 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 803 

Vaulx,  Joseph,  jr.     Mentioned 708 

Veatch,  B.  M.     Mentioned 273 

Versailles,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  to,  Jan.  13-15, 1863.     See  Murfreeshorough^ 
Tenn.     Reconnaissance  from,  Jan,  13-15,  1863. 

Vezin,  Alfred.     Mentioned 182 

Vines,  James.     Mentioned 974 

Vinson,  J.  M.     Mentioned 974 

Virginia.    Operations  in,  Nov.  1, 1862-Jan.  20, 1863.     See  Southwest  Virginia. 
Virginia  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— 5a ffer/es;  Davidson's,  97,105,106,125,130;  Nottoway, 
97, 105, 106, 1 14, 125, 130. 

CsiYahy— Battalions  :  27th,  89, 91, 101 ;  34th,  96, 99, 104, 106,  111,  115.    Com- 
panies :     Baldwin's,  123, 124, 130 ;  McFarlane's,  104. 

Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs ;  64th,  96, 104, 105, 11 1 ,  115, 121, 125-130. 

State  Line — Regiments  :  1st,  2d,  3d,  33. 

Voorhees,  R.  M.     Mentioned 505, 515 

Voris,  Jeremiah.     Mentioned 475,477 

Voris,  S.  P.     Mentioned 283 

Wade,  W.  B.     Mentioned 445,661,958,980 

Wadleigh,  John. 

Mentioned 46 

Report  of  action  at  Hartsville,  Tenn..  Dec.  7,  1862 55 

Wadley,  C.  H.     Mentioned 809 

Wadsworth,  D.  W.  C.     Mentioned 571,573 

Wagner,  Benjamin  L.     Mentioned , 250 

Wagner,  D.  C.     Mentioned 17,323 

Wagner,  George  D. 

Mentioned 39,180,198, 

201, 202, 212, 458-463, 468-473, 475,  491, 497,  498, 501, 504,  508, 522, 543, 544 

Reports  of 

Mnrfreesborough,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  from,  Jan.  13-15,  1863 984 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jau.  3, 1863 492 

Wagoner,  Joseph  J.     Mentioned 406 

Wagoner,  Peter.     Mentioned 250 

Wailes,  William  E.     Mentioned 958, 960 

Waits,  W.  L.     Mentioned 979 

Wakefield,  J.  G.     Mentioned 975 

Walker,  Asst.  lusp.  Gen.     Mentioned 968 

Walker,  Charles  J. 

Mentioned 87,88,90-92 

Report  of  Carter's  Raid,  Dec.  20, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863 93 
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Walker,  Daniel.     Mentioned .^ ...........       410 

Walker,  D.  S.     Meutioned .-...„ , 852  890 

Walker,  Francis  M. 

Mentioned , 658,704,723,726 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3,  1863 728 

Walker,  G.  F.     Mentioned , 436  439 

Walker,  Isaiah  D.     Mentioned 453 

Walker,  Josiah.     Mentioned g39^  842 

Walker,  J.  J.     Mentioned 671 

Walker,  J.  Percy.     Mentioned 900 

Walker,  Moses  B. 

Mentioned 178, 194, 195, 200, 211, 256, 306, 350,  372.  373,  375,  409, 594,  624, 653 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  30,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        441 

Walker,  N.  B.     Mentioned 973 

Walker,  Peter  F.     Mentioned .  „ 17,  323 

Wall,  J.  H.     Mentioned „ 677 

Wall,  Samuel  D.     Mentioned 292 

Wallace,  H.  D.     Mentioned „ 975 

Wallace,  H.  P.     Mentioned 814 

Wallace,  W.  Dewitt.     Mentioned 498,499 

Wallace,  William. 

Meutioned 175, 202,  208, 294, 297,  .305-307,  310,  312, 317, 318 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 315 

Walsh,  J.  A.     Mentioned 804 

Walter,  H.  W.     For  correspondence,  etc.,  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Braxton  Bragg. 

Walthall,  E.  C.     Mentioned 659, 674,  677, 693, 695,  696,  753, 762, 768 

Walworth,  Nathan  H.     Mentioned 29,176,351 

Ward,  Durbin.     Mentioned 441 

Ward,  Frank  B.     Mentioned 182,217,218,617,620 

Ward,  John  H.     Meutioned 150 

Ward,  Reedy.     Meutioned 973 

Ward,  S.  T.     Mentioned 974 

'Ward,  William  B 

Mentioned 178, 435 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 437 

Ward,  William  M.     Mentioned 629 

Ward,  William  T.     Mentioned 182 

War  Department,  C.  S.     Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 672 

Davis,  Jefferson 103 

Richmond,  W.  B 703 

Smith,  E.  Kirby 103 

War  Department,  U.  S.    Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 45 

Rosecrans,  W.  S •  ----       206 

Warner,  James  R.     Mentioned 466,  470 

Warren,  C.  G.     Meutioned 974 

Warren,  D.  O.     Mentioned 851, 902 

Warren,  Horace  K.     Mentioned 495 

Warren,  W.  H.     Meutioned 671 

"Washington,  A.  B.     Mentioned 851, 866 

Washington,  George.     Mentioned 440 

Watauga  Bridge,  Tenn.     Destruction  of,  Dec.  30,  1862.     See   Carter^ s  Depot. 
Capture  of,  Dec.  30,  1862. 
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"VT^aterman,  Luther  D.     Report  of  Wheeler's  Raid,  Jan.  S-M,  1863 ........  o„, .      981 

Waterman,  Richard  M.     Mentioned „ „,       534 

Waters,  David  D. 

Correspondence  with  Leonidas  Polk ^ ...„ , „.       696 

Mentioned = » . . .  „ 659 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28-31,  1862,  during  Stone's  River  Campaign 769 

Waters,  J.  T.  F.     Mentioned , 895 

Waters,  Louis  H. 

Mentioned 181,559 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 565 

Watkins,  Charles  W.     Mentioned 770 

Watkins,  J.  B.     Mentioned 357,359 

Watkins,  J.  E.     Mentioned 978 

Watkins,  John  W.     Mentioned - 679,822 

Watkins,  L.  D.     Mentioned 92 

Watkins,  W.  M.     Mentioned 658,743 

Watson,  E.     Mentioned 979 

Watson,  James  A.     Mentioned 277 

Watson,  J.  N.     Mentioned 903 

Watson,  W.  W.     Mentioned 976 

Watterson,  T.  H.     Mentioned 887 

Weakly,  Robert  L.     Mentioned 708 

Weaver,  A.  R.     Mentioned 204, 435 

Weaver,  J.  T.     Mendoned 819,820 

Weaver,  P.  A.     Mentioned 204,436 

Webb,  Clement  C.     Mentioned 217,505 

Webb,  Frank.     Mentioned , 563 

Webb,  James  D. 

Mentioned 661,959,964 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign        962 

Weber,  John.     Mentioned 176,351,365,366 

"Webster,  John  G.     Mentioned 650 

Wedemeyer,  W.  G.     Mentioned 402 

Weeds,  James  F.     Mentioned 198,220,222 

Weigle,  Emanuel  M.     Mentioned 215 

Welch,  George  W.     Mentioned 541 

Welch,  J.  M.     Mentioned 429 

W^elcher,  Jordon.     Mentioned 979 

Weller,  Enoch,    Mentioned 161,216,561,563,571-573 

Wells,  M.  B.     Mentioned 357,362 

Wendall,  J.  B.     Mentioned 977 

Wescott,  Henry  F.     Mentioned 176,  351 

West,  Benjamin  F.     Mentioned 250 

West,  Department  of  the.* 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 1 

Johnston,  Joseph  E.,  assigned  to,  and  assumes  command 1,2 

West,  O.  F.     Mentioned 658 

West,  T.  H.     Mentioned 291,292 

West,  William  T.     Mentioned 976 

West,  W.  R.     Mentioned 819,820 


Joseph  E.  Johnston's  geographical  command. 


1110  INDEX, 

Page. 

Western  Department.    (Confederate,) 

Bragg,  Braxton,  resumes  command ---.....-.--. o,,»»o  .„.,.....,».  i 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  155,  64. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  4,  657. 
West    Tennessee.     Forrest's    expedition    into,  Dec.    15,  1862-Jan.   5,  1863o 

Statement  of  prisoners  (U.  S.)  captured.. „ 673 

Whaley,  J.  G.     Mentioned „.......„_..._       9?3 

Wharton,  John  A. 

Mentioned „ ,.  23,165,323, 

628, 635,  637, 651, 654, 657,  661-668, 670, 672, 674, 681,  693, 772-774,  779, 780, 
785,  786,  790, 813, 843, 847, 872,  896, 897, 901,  906, 914,  924, 927, 958,  959, 971 
Reports  of 

Franklin,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  toward,  Dec.  9,  1862  .. 75 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-12,  1862 77.  78 

Nashville,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  23,  1862 159 

Nolensville,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Dec.  1,  1862 28 

Stone's  River  Campaign,     Operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-J.an.  4,  1863,  dur- 
ing         966 

Wilson  Creek  Pike,  Tenn^     Skirmish  on  the,  Dec.  25,  1362 164 

Wheat,  Edward  S.     Mentioned 441^443 

Wheat,  John  H.    Mentioned 586 

Wheeler,  Jared  P.     Mentioned 365 

Wheeler,  J.  C.     Mentioned 814 

Wheeler,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg 19 

Mentioned 1 6,  34, 62-64,  73,  78, 165, 198, 199, 233, 379, 391, 392,  445, 622-624, 630, 

634,  637, 638, 642, 651, 654, 657, 661-664, 666, 667, 669, 670, 672, 674, 681-683, 
686,  705,  734,  772,  773, 924,  940, 944,  964,  965, 968, 970, 971,  980,  981, 983, 984 
Reports  of 

Murfreesborough,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Jan.  4,  1863 957 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  25,  1863,  dur- 
ing   958,960 

Wheeler,  Thomas  J.     Mentioned 327 

Wheeler,  W.  H.     Mentioned.. = = ».-.  ....        ^76 

Wheeler's  Raid.    Jan.  8-14,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Burford,  E.  S.,  jr „_.  =  „..       i^82 

Waterman,  Luther  D , 982 

Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton 983 

Gaddis,  Maxwell  P 980 

Mitchell,  Robert  B 982,983 

Rosecrans,  W.  S - 9^9 

Waterman,  Luther  D 981 

See  also  Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863.     Stone's  River  Campaign.     Reports  of 
Joseph  Wheeler. 

Wheelis,  Nathaniel  F.     Mentioned 973 

Whitaker,  James  C.     Mentioned 216,  604 

Whitaker,  Richard  T.     Mentioned 556 

Whitaker,  Walter  C. 

Mentioned 180,446,517,518,-542,555 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 555 

Whitbeck,  Horatio  N. 

Mentioned ^^0,503,5^,515 
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"Whitbeck,  Horatio  N. — Continued. 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign ...' 513 

"White,  B.  F.,  jr.     Mentioned 148,661,897,966,970 

"White,  Carr  B.     Mentioned 147 

White,  C.  C.     Mentioned 977 

"White,  D.  G.     Mentioned 779,899 

White,  Frank.     Mentioned 496 

"White,  George  F.     Mentioned 395,404 

"White,  James.     Mentioned 121 

"White,  John  S.     Mentioned 147 

"White,  Moses.     Mentioned 660,845,875,892 

"White,  Norman  P.     Mentioned 638,644 

"White,  Peter.     Mentioned 851,902 

"White,  T.  W.     Mentioned 658,691,756,757 

"White,  "Walter  S.     Mentioned 974 

"White,  "W.  J.     Mentioned 973 

"White,  W.  T.     Mentioned 820 

"White  Range,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Nov.  7,  1862 1 

"Whitfield,  Edwin.     Mentioned 813 

Whiting,  Charles  C.     Mentioned 482 

Whiting,  Thomas.     Mentioned 308 

"Whiting,  "W.  A.     Mentioned , 361 

"Whitson,  G.  M.     Mentioned 977 

"Whitthorne,  "W.  C.     Mentioned. 779 

"Whittington,  J.  S.     Mentioned 975 

"Whittlesey,  Robert  D.     Mentioned 410, 414, 415 

"Whitton,  John  M.     Mentioned 297 

W.  H.  Sidell,  U.  S.  S.     Mentioned 981,983 

"Wickliffe,  John  D.     Mentioned 381 

"Widmer,  John  H.     Mentioned 54, 55 

"Wiggins,  J.  H. 

Mentioned 7,  661 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26-31,  1862,  during  Stone's  River  Campaign 965 

Wiggins,  John  "W.     Mentioned 976 

"Wikoff,  Charles  A.     Mentioned ,..^ 399 

Wilde,  Samuel.     Mentioned 217 

"Wilder,  John  T.     Mentioned 179 

"Wildman,  "William  D.     Mentioned 390 

"Wiles,  "William  M. 

Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Rosecrans 229 

Mentioned 199 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 230 

"Wiley,  Aquila. 

Mentioned 180, 543, 544 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 557 

"Wiley,  Enoch  B.     Mentioned 217,439 

"Wilkerson,  "W.  E.     Mentioned 852 

Wilkerson's  Cross-Roads,  Tenn.     See  Wilkinson^s  Cross-Boads,  Tenn. 

"Wilkes,  James  H.     Mentioned 713, 714 

Wilkins,  Daniel.     Mentioned 315 

"Wilkins,  Elias  D.     Mentioned 282 

"Wilkins,  "W.  "W.     Mentioned 779 

"Wilkinson,  John  C.     Mentioned 659,839,843 
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Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  at  and  near. 
Dec.  29,  1862.      See 

Dec.  26, 1862-Jan.  5, 1863.     Stone's  Eiver  Campaign.     Reports  of 
Cupp,  Valentine.        Rosecrans,  "W.  S.        Stanley,  David  S.        Zahm,  Lewis, 
Dec.  31,  1862.     See  report  of  Eli  E.  Murray,  p.  627. 

Willard,  Ezra.     Mentioned 554 

Willett,  Henry  R.     Mentioned 342 

Willett,  Henry  S.     Mentioned 215,307 

Williams,  Albert  G.     Mentioned 216, 500, 563,  571 

Williams,  Allen  W.     Mentioned 978 

Williams,  B.  D.     Mentioned 258,266 

Williams,  David  S.     Mentioned 327 

Williams,  Frank.     Mentioned 356 

Williams,  G.  A.     Mentioned 859,870 

Williams,  G.  W.     Mentioned 851,907 

Williams,  H.  N.     Mentioned 575,578 

Williams,  John  N.     Mentioned 978 

Williams,  John  T.     Correspondence  with  Humphrey  Marshall 113 

Williams,  Luther  A.     Mentioned 936 

Williams,  Robert.     Mentioned 851,902 

Williams,  Robert  H.     Mentioned 828 

Williams,  Rufus  K.     Mentioned 68 

Williams,  Thomas  D.     Mentioned 175, 215, 258, 265, 28G,  287, 290-292 

Williams,  T.  P.     Mentioned , 974 

Williams,  William  C.     Mentioned „ lfel,600,601 

W^illiams,  William  D.     Mentioned 308,311 

Williams,  William  T.     Mentioned 978 

Williamson,  Emanuel  M.     Mentioned 505, 510 

Williamson,  George.     Mentioned 692 

Williamson,  James  A. 

Mentioned 660 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863 950 

Williamson,  J.  F.     Mentioned 717,719 

Williamson,  Samuel  C.     Mentioned 404 

Willich,  August.     Mentioned 17  5 

176, 190, 193, 202, 208, 227, 235, 254-257, 264, 294-298, 300,  303-306, 
309,  310,  313,  317, 325, 326, 337, 340, 343, 345, 636, 647, 774,  912, 945 

Willis,  Thomas.     Mentioned 976 

Williston,  J.  H.     Mentioned 5C8 

Wilson,  Albert.     Mentioned 344 

Wilson,  B.  A.     Mentioned 851,902 

Wilson,  Calvin  H.     Mentioned 5 

Wilson,  H.  B. 

Correspondence  with  John  M.  Brown 161 

Mentioned 159,162 

Wilson,  J.  A.     Mentioned 726 

Wilson,  James.     Mentioned 785, 787 

Wilson,  James  S.     Mentioned 391, 973 

Wilson,  John.     Mentioned 888 

Wilson,  John  H.     Mentioned 601 

Wilson,  Joseph.     Mentioned 216, 427 

Wilson,  Robert  D.     Mentioned 595 

Wilson,  T.     Mentioned - 719 
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WilBon  Creek  Pike,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  on  the. 

Dec.  11,1862.     See  JSfashville,  Tenn.     Eeconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11--12, 1862, 

Dec.21,1862.     Report  of  Frank  W.  Mix 131 

Dec.  25,  1862.     Reports  of 

Post,  P.  Sidney - 163 

Wharton,  John  A - 164 

Wing,  Charles  T.     Mentioned 229,410 

V7insor,  Samuel.     Mentioned , 475,477 

"Wisconsin  Troops.     Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Ught— Batteries  :  3d,  181,214,228,240-242,450,455,456,562,575- 
577,  581-583, 599,  607, 608 ;  5th,  104, 175,  207, 226, 236, 242, 259, 260, 262, 264, 
266,267,269-271,273,278,357,393,627,628;  8th,  75,175,208,226,  236,  237, 
242, 259, 260, 262, 263, 267, 268, 286, 288-292, 366 ;  10th,  179, 211,  416, 418, 419, 
Infantry— /?e^//we/7fs :  1st,  177,  210,  391-393 ;  10th,  177,  210,  383-386,  389, 
390  ;  15th,  10, 163, 164, 175, 190, 208,  226, 2.37, 259,  260, 262, 280, 281, 283, 775, 
898, 902 ;  21st,  177, 210,  379,  391,  392 ;  24th,  176, 209, 227, 260, 261, 288,  356, 
357, 362-365. 

Wise,  William  W.     Mentioned ....'. 217,398-400 

Witcher,  V.  A.     Mentioned ........o 7,115 

Withers,  Jones  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Bragg,  Braxton „» 700 

Polk,  Leonidas 695,702 

Mentioned 197,255,257, 

439, 658, 664, 670,  672,  674,  677,  678,  685-687,  689, 692, 693,  695,  696,  698-700, 
702,  705,  710,  723,  724,  727, 731,  734, 762,  765,  766, 773, 775, 781,  782,  846,  916 
Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28, 1862-Jan.  4,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         753 

Withers,  R.  W.     Mentioned 758 

Wolff,  Samuel  M.     Mentioned 513 

Wolfley,  Lewis.     Mentioned 627 

Wolford,  Frank.     Mentioned 144-146,182 

Womack,  Private.     Mentioned 718 

Womack,  J.  J.     Mentioned 713,  717 

Wood,  Aden  H.     Mentioned  600 

Wood,  C.  H.     Mentioned 575,578,594 

Wood,  D.  L.     Mentioned 398,403 

Wood,  Elias.     Mentioned 973 

Wood,  Gustavus  A. 

Mentioned-..' 180,205,461,493.494,985 
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Wood,  James  W.     Mentioned 80 

Wood,  J.  H.     Mentioned 767 

Wood,  McLain  F.     Mentioned 179 

Wood,  Richard  B.     Mentioned 643 

Wood,  S.  A.  M. 

Mentioned 660,674,679,680,744,746,749,750, 

772,  775,  776, 780, 843-847,  849,  850,  853,  872,  875,  878,  894,  895,  903-905,  907 
Reports  of 

Triune,  Tenn.    Skirmish  at,  Dec.  27,  1862 896 

Stone's  River,  Tenn.     Battle  of,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,1863 897 

Wood,  Thomas  J. 

Mentioned 180, 

189, 191-193, 198, 201, 202, 211, 218, 225, 228, 229, 240,  350,  448-451,  454,  455, 
464, 467, 470, 493. 495,  502, 515-517, 528, 544, 545, 560, 561, 569,  614,  631 ,  690 
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Reports  of 

Prim's  Blacksmith  Shop,  Teiin.     Skirmish  at,  Dec.  25,  1862 i6ii 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  — ,  1863  dur- 

^°g 457,463 

"Wood,  Wellington.     Mentioned 216 

Wood,  William  B. 

Mentioned 660,851,900 
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Wood,  W.  J.     Mentioned , _,_^      975 

Woodall,  French  B.     Mentioned 5 

Woodall,  George  P.     Mentioned 979 

Woodbury,  Tenn.     Skirmish  near,  Jan.  19,  1863.     Report  of  Thomas  D.  Mc- 
Clelland         985 

Woodbury,  Albert.     Mentioned „ 283 

Woodbury,  Horatio.     Mentioned 75, 290 

Woodruff,  Chauncey.     Mentioned „ 505,513 

Woodruff,  Henry  T.     Mentioned. 485 

Woodruff,  William  E. 

Mentioned 175, 

193, 200, 208, 226, 236, 237, 254, 262-265, 267-269, 279, 280, 292, 293, 348 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  29,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign   ,.. 286 

Woods,  Albert.     Mentioned ,.       563 

Woods,  C.  W.     Mentioned 951 

Woods,  Frank  H.     Meationed '. 600,606 

Woods,  J,     Mentioned 867 

Woods,  S.     Mentioned 867 

Woodw^ard,  Pyrrhus. 

Mentioned „ 181,545,561,563 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  28, 1862-Jan.  3, 1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
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Woodward,  Solomon  E.     Mentioned . 399 

Woodvrard,  T.  G.     Mentioned 9 

Wood  worth,  M.  C. 

Mentioned c 578 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Dobbins'  Ferry,  Tenn.,  Dec.  9, 1862 , 73 

Wooley,  R.  W.     Mentioned ,-  812,813 

Woolley,  John.     Mentioned « 621,626 

Wooster,  Moses  F.     Mentioned 175, 217, 258, 265, 281, 282, 284, 285 

Worden,  James.     Mentioned 440 

Wortham,  John.     Mentioned  619 

Worthingham,  Morris.     Mentioned 215, 469,  484 

Wright,  D.  J.     Mentioned 681 

Wright,  D.  L.     Mentioned 506 

Wright,  Edward  M.     Mentioned , 354 

Wright,  E.  Eldridge.     Mentioned 659,679,781,785,823,824 

Wright,  E.  S.     Mentioned 975 

Wright,  Horatio  G. 

Correspondence  v^^ith 

Army  Headquarters „ 87 

Dils,  John,  jr 8 

Granger,  Gordon » 87 

Mentioned , 8,981 
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Wright,  Horatio  G.— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Carter's  Raid,  Dec.  20, 1862-Jan.  5,  1863 86,87 

Kentucky.    Morgan's  Second  Raid,  Dec.  22, 1862- Jan.  2, 1863 133 

Powell  County,  Ky.     Capture  of  guerrilla  camp  in,  Dec.  26,  1862  ....      166 

Wright,  John.     Mentioned 530 

Wright,  John  A.     Mentioned 974 

Wright,  L.E.     Mentioned 787,824 

Wright,  S.C.     Mentioned , 819,820 

Wright,  William.     xMentioned 978 

Wright,  William  M.     Mentioned  ..,, 221 

Wyatt,  J.  N.     Montioned 658,743 

Wyche,  John  H.     Mentioned 979 

Wylie,  Samuel  S.     Mentioned 973 

Wynkoop,  John  E. 

Mentioned 76,77,182,620,621,623 

Report  of  operations,  Dec.  26,  18G2-Jan.  5,  1863,  during  Stone's  River  Cam- 
paign         631 

Yancey,  B.  C.     Mentioned , 658 

Yandell,  D.  W.     Mentioned , 779 

Yaryan,  J.  L.     Mentioned , .„.. „ 463 

Yates,  R.  E.  V.     Mentioned 841 

Yeatman,  Henry  C.     Mentioned <. 693 

Yeoman,  S.  N.     Mentioned 541 

Yonce,  Martin.     Mentioned 977 

York,  Joseph  S.     Mentioned 394,398-400 

Young,  A .    Mentioned 973 

Young,  D.  W.     Mentioned 358 

Young,  Erastus  O.     Mentioned 311 

Young,  George  V.     Mentioned 708 

Young,  Thomas  A.     Mentioned 327 

Young,  Uriah.     Mentioned 646 

Young,  Warner.     Mentioned  505,513 

Young,  William  H. 

Mentioned 658,705,706,743-746 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31,  1862-Jan.  3,  1863 749 

Young,  W.  R.     Mentioned 859 

Zacharie,  F.  C. 

Mentioned 659,794,796-799 

Report  of  battle  of  Stone's  River,  Tenn. ,  Dec.  31, 1862-Jan,  3, 1863 800 

Zahm,  Lewis. 

Mentioned 182,191,202,214,254,445,617,618,620,638,652,653 

Reports  of 

Franklin,  Tenn.     Skirmishes  at,  Dec.  26-27,  1862 632 

La  Vergne,  Tenn.     Skirmish  at,  Jan.  1, 1863 634 

Stone's  River  Campaign.     Operations,  Dec.  26,  1862-Jan.  5,  1863,  dur- 
ing        635 

Zantzinger,  Mr.     Mentioned 788 

Zeigler,  John.     Mentioned 443 

Zeigler,  John  O.     Mentioned 963 

Zellers,  Charles.     Mentioned 553 

Zimmerman,  Henry.     Mentioned 410 

Zimmerman,  Melohoir.     Mentioned 216, 367 
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